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Editor’s Introduction

J
apan’s reign in the Philippines during the Second World War is seen as 
a period of extreme violence. Often neglected, however, are the subtle 
political changes that happened during these tumultuous years. Japan’s 
promotion of the Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere (GEACPS), 
for instance, has to be understood in relation to preexisting notions of 
Asian solidarity among local politicians. How then did the experience 
of Japanese colonialism affect the ideas of pan-Asianism espoused by 

certain segments of the Filipino elite? Motoe Terami-Wada’s “Jose P. Laurel 
and the 1943 Assembly of the Greater East-Asiatic Nations,” the lead article of 
this thematic issue, ponders on this question to uncover the interplay between 
imperialism and regionalist camaraderie. 

Terami-Wada explores the development of Jose P. Laurel’s ideas on pan-
Asianism during his brief tenure as president of the Second Republic of the 
Philippines. She zeroes in on an important event to attain this objective, the 
1943 Assembly of the Greater East-Asiatic Nations held in Tokyo. Dissecting 
Laurel’s speech at that event, she argues that what he articulated was his version 
of the GEACPS, a vision that did not fully comply with the official stance of 
the colonizers. The author proffers: “By discussing Laurel’s actions after the 
conference, I submit that Laurel, fully embracing the ‘world-historical’ necessity 
of ethnic self-determination, was a unique proponent of a legitimately authentic 
vision of post-imperialist global cooperation” (7). Terami-Wada pays special 
attention to Laurel’s actions toward his fellow Asian leaders at the event, such as 
Ba Maw of Burma and Subhas Chandra Bose of India, to ascertain the Philippine 
president’s genuine desires and belief in pan-Asian solidarity, which he had 
dreamed of since the 1920s.

Clearly, pan-Asianism in the Philippines predated Japanese colonialism, and 
as early as the 1880s, Filipino intellectuals like José Rizal were already expressing a 
nascent understanding of regionalist solidarity. No wonder then that the Japanese 
viewed Rizal as an ideological tool to help them push their imperial agenda of 
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Asian co-prosperity. Utilizing more than a hundred articles from the Tribune 
between 1942 and 1945, John Lee Candelaria demonstrates in “Remaking 
Rizal: Propaganda, Agency, and National Identity in the Wartime Philippines” 
the malleability of Rizal’s ideas and actions decades after his execution and how 
the colonizers took advantage of it to foreground their colonial agenda. According 
to Candelaria, two phases defined this process: First was “Orientalization,” 
which zoomed in on, and at times fabricated, Rizal’s links to Japanese society and 
culture to justify imperial rule; this was followed by the “nationalization” of the 
hero’s legacy by the leaders of the Laurel-led Second Republic as a way to foster 
unity among Filipinos. It would not be farfetched to infer that this episode was 
influential in Laurel’s decision to become one of the main advocates of the 1956 
Rizal Law when he was a senator in the early postwar years. Rizal’s adaptability, 
the article concludes, was in full display during the occupation years and remains 
true to this day: He can be understood as “a pan-Asian intellectual, a Filipino 
patriot, a martyr for freedom, and a model of civic virtue—all depending on the 
needs of the moment” (65).

The nonviolent political changes tackled in the first two articles, however, 
should not obfuscate an essential truth: that the Philippines suffered immensely 
from the brutality of Japanese colonial rule. Justin Jose A. Bulado’s “Occupied 
and Oppressed: Atrocities of the Oie Butai in Negros Oriental During the 
Second World War (1944–1945)” brings readers back to this important point. 
This essay examines civilian-targeted atrocities in Negros Oriental, where Japan’s 
174th Independent Infantry Battalion, also known as the Oie Butai (Oie Unit), 
became infamous for its war crimes. The author, capitalizing on the wealth of 
archival information from the documentation of war crimes trials and other 
similar investigations, shows two phases in the Oie Butai’s reign of mayhem: 
The first, from June to December 1944, occurred in step with the unit’s anti-
guerrilla campaigns; while the second, which took place in the final months of the 
occupation in 1945, seemed to be a more random and frenzied series of killings 
amid Japan’s mounting setbacks and the certainty of the Americans’ reoccupation 
of their erstwhile colony. Col. Oie Satoshi, the head of the unit, was later on tried 
as a Class C war criminal, convicted, and executed. Under Japanese rule—and 
indeed, during imperialist wars throughout global history—it was civilians who bore 
the brunt of the brutality. 

Michael D. Pante
Department of History, Ateneo de Manila University
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