
Philippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoints Philippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoints 

Volume 72 
Number 3 Surviving Marcos Article 1 

9-30-2024 

Editor's Introduction Editor's Introduction 

Michael D. Pante 
Ateneo de Manila University, mpante@ateneo.edu 

Follow this and additional works at: https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies 

 Part of the Anthropology Commons, Education Commons, History Commons, Political Science 

Commons, and the Sociology Commons 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Pante, Michael D. (2024) "Editor's Introduction," Philippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic 
Viewpoints: Vol. 72: No. 3, Article 1. 
DOI: https://doi.org/10.13185/2244-1638.5004 
Available at: https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol72/iss3/1 

This Editor's Introduction is brought to you for free and open access by the Ateneo Journals at Archīum Ateneo. It 
has been accepted for inclusion in Philippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoints by an authorized 
editor of Archīum Ateneo. 

https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol72
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol72/iss3
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol72/iss3/1
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol72%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/318?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol72%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/784?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol72%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/489?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol72%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/386?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol72%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/386?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol72%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/416?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol72%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.13185/2244-1638.5004
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol72/iss3/1?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol72%2Fiss3%2F1&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages


PSHEV 72, no. 3 (2024) 307–8 Philippine Studies
© Ateneo de Manila University Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoints

Editor’s Introduction

S
urvivors of the Martial Law period have divergent views on EDSA 
People Power. Some see it as a victorious moment because it led to 
the ouster of the dictator, Pres. Ferdinand E. Marcos Sr. Others 
view it with ambivalence due to the post-1986 persistence of 
socioeconomic structures that reinforced authoritarianism. The 

EDSA event is subject to different ways of seeing, to borrow John Berger’s oft-
quoted phrase, a fact that gains an added layer of meaning due to the extensive 
photographic documentation it left behind. 

JPaul S. Manzanilla guides readers through the complex terrain that is 
the contested memory of EDSA People Power by analyzing pictures that 
have become part of the iconography of this historical event. In doing so, 
Manzanilla unsettles the notion of photography being a transparent, and 
therefore authoritative, mode of documentation. Photos can become conveyors 
of ideology, a process that implicates not just the person taking the picture but 
also the photographic subjects and the publisher and consumers of the finished 
product. Manzanilla’s intervention gains much salience in the present-day 
context of widespread historical distortion involving the Marcos era, given the 
significance of nontextual information in the politics of memory and the spread 
of disinformation.  

The highly polarized public sphere in the country that historical 
disinformation helped create is the locus of Athena Charanne R. Presto’s study, 
which zeroes in on the Ilocos provinces, colloquially known as the Solid North 
and regarded as the Marcoses’ home region and most solid support base. EDSA 
People Power notwithstanding, the assumed affinity between Ilocanos and the 
Marcoses seems to persist to this day and has been normalized in how Ilocano 
youth are expected to rally around the family of the deposed autocrat—with the 
most illustrative example being the 2022 presidential campaign of Ferdinand 
R. Marcos Jr. Nevertheless, the ethnographic data presented by Presto, herself 
an Ilocano, show that for all of its solidness, the mythicized strength of the 
Marcos brand in this region is already showing some cracks due to pressure 
coming from various social factors.
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The revitalized popularity of the Marcoses in recent years is often attributed 
to populist politics, something which the elder Marcos employed with cunning 
efficiency during his presidency. However, Fernan Talamayan reminds readers 
that this Marcosian strategy is lifted from a playbook that long predates the 
dictator. Combining grounded theory and critical discourse analysis, Talamayan 
underscores how the administrations of Manuel Quezon and Ramon Magsaysay 
also relied heavily on populist rhetoric, as evidenced by their deft handling of 
both unifying and polarizing signifiers in their public addresses.

The Marcos dictatorship’s populist rhetoric, however, was far from successful 
in stamping out all forms of dissent, with the Communist Party of the Philippines 
(CPP) being one of the most potent antigovernment forces during the dark days 
of Martial Law. True to its adherence to Maoist principles, the CPP waged a 
protracted people’s war, which called on its cadres to build zones of guerrilla 
resistance in the countryside with the goal of surrounding urban areas prior to the 
capture of state power. However, Karlo Mikhail I. Mongaya interrogates the way 
this strategy played out in Cebu, whose metropolitan area became a flashpoint 
of politico-military contestation within the communist movement in the 1980s. 
During this decade Metro Cebu became a site of “insurrectionist politics” that 
was underutilized because it involved mass actions that undermined the rural-
centric people’s war strategy and were later on labeled as “left opportunism.” Such 
a lost opportunity, for Mongaya, prevented the CPP from seizing the momentum.

Although submitted separately, the articles of this issue converge on a theme 
that is quite timely; this month, the country remembers the anniversary of Marcos 
Sr.’s infamous proclamation. The brutality that followed it—arbitrary arrests, the 
use of torture and sexual violence against detainees, and extrajudicial killings, 
among others—showed a predatory state victimizing its own citizens. This 
present issue, adhering to the standards of academic rigor while also cognizant 
of the necessity of socially committed scholarship, seeks to not only provide new 
data and narratives but also elevate the level of discourse in studies that deal with 
such a traumatic episode in Philippine history, the scars of which survive and 
haunt us to this day.

Michael D. Pante

Ateneo de Manila University
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