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PHILIPPINE STUDIES 

These two examples of how nationalism can promote the study 
of history, and history serve the highest purposes of nationalism, 
will doubtless suggest what we ourselves may attempt in order to 
preserve, to enrich, and above all to understand our own cultural 
heritage. 

The Bible As A Source And Inspiration 
Of Literature 

Those who are seriously concerned with the development of litera- 
ture in the Philippines are amply justified in urging our authors and 
would-be authors to exploit the rich resources of our past, whether 
Spanish or pre-Spanish. This is one appeal to tradition; there is an- 
other which is the subject of this note. 

I should like to suggest serious consideration of the Bible as a 
most fertile source of literary themes, and, for those who believe h 
its sacred character, a never ceasing inspiration for the contemplation 
of those great problems which have always been a major preoccupa- 
tion of mankind. 

It is superfluous to recall how frequent biblical themes and allu- 
sions are in the major European writers; in Chaucer, Shakespeare, 
Milton, Dante. In fad, if all trace of the Sacred Scriptures were 
removed from the literature of the West, that literature would be poor 
indeed. This is not to say that historically, the best of European 
letters has been nourished, whether directly or indirectly, whether con- 
sciously or unconsciously, by the Bible. The problem of good and 
evil, the problem of God and man, the problem of love at its highest 
and vice at its lowest, these are problems that confront the writer 
wherever he is; but the European writer's approach to them, whether 
he l i e s  it or not, whether he is conscious of it or not, is conditioned 
to a large extent by the great books of the Christian faith. 

The Old Testament, for all its roughness and even crudity, has 
no equal in literature as a mine of plots and situations which have 
been, and may still be, exploited to the full. And Filipino writers 
have a distinct advantage in this regard, owing to the close similarity 
between the Philippines and ancient Israel. Both countries suffered 
for centuries the burdens and humiliations of being a subject people. 
Because of this, both peoples have developed a strong sense of depend- 



NOTES A N D  COMMENT 

ence on God, and a great sensitivity to the tragedy of human life. 
Here, surely, ia a point of departure for giving to Filipino letters 
something of the sweep and grandeur of Exodus. 

Of course, the Bible was not composed to supply plots for authors. 
As a matter of fact, however, it d o e w r  it can. It was written as 
revelation, and it should be read as such. But it can also be read as 
literature. And as literature, it can serve both as a model and as an 
inspiration for great writing. 

JAMES BURKE, O.M.I. 

The Graiiio Collection 
Soon after the creation of a Spanish-American Section in the 

Biblioteca Nacional of Madrid, the necessity became apparent of a 
subsection devoted to materials relative to former Spanish possessions 
overseas which also played an important role in Spanish history. This 
need was accentuated when the Library acquired the collection of the 
defunct Biblioteca de Ultramar. Because this collection consisted large- 
ly of Philippine items, the name of the Spanish-American Section was 
changed to "Spanish-American and Philippine Section". Recently. 
the Section was further enriched by the purchase of an extremely 
valuable collection consisting chiefly of works either about the Philip- 
pines or printed in that country. 

It had not been easy for the Biblioteca Nacional to acquire this 
collection, as it was also sought after by the Philippine Governemnt. 
Hence, although the heirs of the founder of the collection, Don An- 
tonio Graiiio, had offered it to the Spanish Government as early as 
1951, the sale was not consummated until recently. Although the 
collection is at present temporarily housed in the Rare Books Section 
pending the construction of permanent quarters suited to its value 
and significance, it is already avaiIable for consultation by scholars. 

Most of the items of the collection are extremly rare. Of many 
of the titles only a handful of copies exist, and some are unique copies. 
The fact that the collector took great care to preserve the original 
bindings to the rest, adds considerably to the value of the collection. 

A brief biographical notice will be appropriate. Don Antonio 
Graiiio Martinez was born in 1870 in the town of Santiago de Villa- 
pedre near Luarca, in the fertile region that was once the Kingdom 
of Asturias. A lover of books since childhood, he grew up to be a 
man of strong character and intellect, and eventually joined in the 
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