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LUZON PALL OF GLOOM | nFTER THE RGONY, THE LIGHT OF EASTER
USHERS IN HOLY WEEK wrm e — -

LACK SATURDAY, ‘BLACKOUT
 HITS LUZON,’ ‘STOLEN CABLES
| CAUSED BLACKOUT.
THESE NEWSPAPER HEADLINES OF
THE PARALYZING ELECTRIC POWER
OUTAGE ISLAND-WIDE ON LUZON
FROM 3 A.M. SATURDAY CAST A
PALL OF GLOOM AS A PRELUDE
TO HOLY WEEK OF LENT USHERED
IN BY PALM SUNDAY. ¢ An
editorial report by ERIC
S. GIRON

PLET A Jesus” death as depieted inone of the tite-sized religions statues normally displayed
HEPPOCESSIOnNsS turing Good Ity
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LUZON PALL OF GLOOM
USHERS IN HOLY WEEK

by ERIC S. GIRON

LACK SATURDAY.
hlackout.

‘Blackout hits Luzon,' ‘Stolen cables caused

These newspaper headlines of the paralyzing electric power outage
island-wide on Luzon from 3 a.m. Saturday cast a pall of gloom as
Week of Lent ushered in

a prelude o Holy by Palm Sunday
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conduct and ethical standards
for public officials againsi
Bstrada, Jinggoy. Serapio and
Ricaforte were assigned to
sccond division justice
Edilberto Sandoval and as
sociate justice, Gregory Ong

Nazario will determine if

there is cause [0 issuc &
warranl ol arrest
Estrada lor using aliases
The first division will
attend to an indirect bribery
Jimmy

against

case againsl

Policarpio

ESTRADA LAWYERS
SET

Defense lawyers will
question Ombudsman Aniano
Desierto’s haste in filing the
Estrada cases with the
Sandiganbayan, citing that
Estrada was not given the
required live days to file his
motion for reconsideration
hefore his indictment

The possibility thal pre
siding justice  Garchitoreni
might throw back to the
Ombudsman the charges [or
not giving Estrada a chance
to file his for
tron has not been ruled out

reconsidera

r the radio
the Ombudsman’s ollice has

Desierto suid ove

changed the rules so that al
can files the cases without
waiting after five days
Desierto the rules were
changed last Feb, 16 and the
Estrada cases were ““among
the considerations for the
move "

Estrada lawyers Raymond

Fortun and Jose Flaminiano
with Rene Saguisag in the
impeachinent trial are now
joining the defense panel in
the graft and plunder charges
Fortun said the defense may
ask for reinvestigation of the
charges liled by the Ombuds-
man  April 4 with the
Sandiganbayan i these are
returned 1o the Ombudsman
for not giving Estrada time
to file for a motion for re
consideration
Fortun said Estrada has
yel to receive a copy ol the
charges against him and so
could not immediately file his
counter aflidavit - Estrada said
he has nothing against me
din coverage ol his trial but
said over Iglesia m Cristo
radio dzEC he wanted a
guarantee the trial will be
conducted up to s end and
not aborted as in the impeach
ment trial

Al the pmpeachment trial
Estrada said media
attention on' the prosceutinm

loctsed

su thut he pever got s day
1 court

SC WARNS CRITICS

Sen Miriam Saniag
wirned that 1 Joseph Estrada
in helawiathout batl amd janled
could be natronwide
Ihe press. however,
minmzed i

Lhere
Hunrest
impagt ol an
Estrada arrest. Suntago st
pested house arrest instead

Jusuee Garchuorenn sid
Estrada may be conlined

the Quezon City juil sinee
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MAJOR BUAN CONMLES
HONIE
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WORKERS DISCUSS RIGHT

of the company’s “ gastos (ex
pense). " Providing the work-
ers safety malerials means
added costs, and therefore less
profit.

In many construction sites,
scaffoldings are sull of bam
boo and wood. “That's how
backward our safety equipment
is,” Borgonos said.

The project workers' inabil-
ity to organize themselves also
contributes to why accidents
occur, Powerless to demand for
their rights to safety equip
ment, the workers have to live
with whatever conditions ¢x
ist in the work site.

As in other countries in the
region, Seno said the Philip
pines has enough laws Lo
ensure health and salety among
workers. What is lacking is the
political will to implement
these laws. As a result, no
contractor or employee in the
country has been punished for
the accidents,

NEED FOR CRIMINAL
PROVISIONS IN LAWS

Because there are no crimi
nal provisions under present
laws, the group can only file
civil cases upainst employers
which they have already done
But he admitted thar, “il's
difficult to prove or win i

case,” especially when no
witness is willing o testity tor
fear of being blacklisied

To avaid and further mini-
mize  accidents  in the
workplace, the group has been
consistent in their campaign (o
push for the immediate ratifi
cation of the International
Labor Organization (1LO)
Convention 167, or the Salely
and Health in Construction
Convention, adopted almost 13
years ago. The Philippines is
one of the countries that have
not yet ratified it

ILO 167 specifically calls
for protection for workers in
the construction, and building
sector, who risk lite and limb
in their everyday work Thus,
signatories are required 1o
ensure that the necessary safety
und health
in place in construction sites
It ulso places responsibility on
the contractor Tor accidents that
may happen in work sites

In the
Philippine representutives
pushed for “stricter implemen
tation™ of the labor depart
Order No 13, or the
Guidelines Tor Occupationl
Sufery and Health i the Con
The
intends o protect workers by

mecasures are pl]l

local scene, Lhe

ment's

struction Industry urder

requiring employers to provide

e o o (From page9)

salety 1o their workers
While campuigning for that,
the group is al present involved
in massive salcty awareness
campaigns in the working siles
Borgonos disclosed some con-
struction companies allow the
group (o conduct a 30-minute
orientation to workers. 11 has
somchow helped minimize
uccidents “not because the
employers provide |salety gear]
but because the workers them
selves learned (o tuke care ol
themselves™ through height-
ened salely awareness
Borgonos told CyberDyaryo
they would be pushing for
amendments to the Labor Code
law 1o allow project workers
to form unions, saying the
group is already studying how
this will work out. Although
unions are already allowed in
European countries, she said,
many project workers in the
Asta-Pacific reglon, however,
Share the same
in the Philippines
According 1o Seno, the
workers themselves have 1o
organize. Speaking (o fellow
workers, he suid: “We can
pressure  the  government
throuwgh rullies
mobilizations, bul il

lute s those

and
RN
vl [work ] unless we are renlly
wreaized Oy herDyvaryo)

Janino. two uncles and a
cousin 8 a.m I:::.|_|j. mn
remote sio Baer ol Manaviay
Mty say

rential

\I||:|!'<'_ (W It

Mindoro

{ LT wis [3u

same Contry

I'he mielhgence
bie Soulhern L
mand had e
Ity
violitions Lhee anter
Bummantbarsan L 1
| S-veur miliiary service

NPA Melitn Glor Co
II'..|r'.‘|.

Buan wax turned over o
Sen

Legarda and members ol the

cliel negotiaror Loren

negotinting punel. The peuce
process began in November
1999, four months after Buan
wis captured on o mission
with police Chiel Inspector
Abelurdo Martin, who
hit by a stray bullet in a
encounter and bled
to death when bad weather
prevented his evacuation by
helicopter

Wis

chunce

All police and military
operations were suspended
for 30 days to ensure Buan's
release in 11 Southern
Tagalog provinces. The 30
days ended April 7, the day
after Buan's release. The
favorable NPA response in
(reeing the caplive army
officer was in exchange lor
the release of rebel prison
ers by the government

Sen. Legarda said she was
proud to have been part of
the peace process and almost
16 months of "‘ardous nego
tiations and labor by mem
bers of the humanitarian and
peace mission, particularly
Bishop Jesus Varela and Rep.
Tomas Millamena, "™’

Legarda had made a trip
to Utrecht, The Netherlands
where conferred with
Commuust Party of the Phil
ippines head Jose Marta Sison
i oseeing the release ol Mujuor
Bunn and Chiel Inspector
Mirtin who wis tnadvertently
Killed

she

Buan was rather fortunate
bhecause he had been given
the death sentence by the
NPA Melito Glor Command
Tor erimes committed against
the revaolutionary government
Buan was lTound guilty of
CSpiomge and counter insur
geEncy
Melito
Southern Tagalog provinces

Iehvles

Cilovg

against the
aperalbing tn
National Demoeratic From
negotwang panel chairman
Luts Jalandoni taok aceasion

STl
people’s demoeratic govern
ment has

Lo make a statement

proven: s status
ol belligerency by its demo
cratic capability 1o detain o

prisoner of war for o long
|\\‘l1u\1 ol time according 1o
the Geneva Convention and
protocol

During his 22 months de
lentpon by the NPA guernl
s, Buin contracted malaria

I|"”‘" is: relense he

WS
liehicaptered o the Forl
Bonilacio Hospital Tor thor
medical cheekup. A

tocl il the

oueh
Philippine
General Hospital was on hand
i altter his furmo
\ bels
Buan
delirs

allicers

i
tdetermine how
mieh he Bas ubsorbed rom
chel indoctrmabion durmge his
Buun phioto
L‘|.1|l||L'\1 on his release with
Melite Glor com
Gregorto  Rosul,
[\L'.I\_'L'
punel member Silvestre Bello
and

caplivily Woils
Legardy,
mander
Bishop Jesus Varela

others
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3 SUSPECTS IN
DACER SLAY CASE
KIDNAPPED?

New complications arose
in the strangling of Bubby
(Salvador) Dacer and his
driver Emmanuel Corbito as
three suspects in the Killing
were abducted by armed men
from Indang, Cavite

Dicgo de Pedro, who
strangled driver Corbito, was
abducted April 1 and the
brothers Jovencio and Renato
Malabanan were seized Mon-
day. William Lopez, pointed
to as having strangled Dacer,
was reported to have gone
into hiding with three others
involved

The missing men have
been identificd smong the
three policemen and 11 ¢t
vilian agents under Supl
Teofilo Vina of the Presiden
tial Anti-Organized Crime
Tuask Force (Cebu), who wis
ordered arrested

De Pedro was named by
farmer Alex Diloy, 37, as
lving strangled Corbito who
drove Dacer's Toyolu Revo
vien. Diloy and his neighbor
Jimmy Lopez, 41, are held
under NBI protective custody

as state witnesses to the slays
Lopez’s older brother William
18 1dentified as Dacer’s stran-
gler

Corbilo’s wile Nora said
on television the
claimed by Diloy were not
her husband's nor

shoes

Dacer's
Ducer wore white Bally shoes
while those whieh Diloy said
he took from Dacer were
brown Topsiders
POLITICS ENTERS
Investigation of the enig
matie case was assailed by
the Prswersa ng Masa oppo
more of a demoli
by Justice Sec
Hernundo Perez who s al
legedly pressuring the na
tomal Bureau of Investiga
(ion Lo come up with evi
that would implicate
President
ind his farmer po
Hee Director-General Panlilo
lLucson

sILLON as

tron job

dence
ousted Joseph
Estrada
now an ~I||gn|\|l]~l||
senatorial bet

Puwersa ng Masa spokes
man Crispin Remulla made
the observabion that 1l

1< sl

an vestigation but a smear

n Rep
ASISTHY SR il
center
evidence

sunages but hard

Asistio noted so
ple are implicated by the NBI
m oats sloppy
Buhly
only my
kumpaie

many peo
imvestigatian
Duacer was not
friend but my
Asistio sald
adding that he regarded
Dacer as part of his family
I have just
ter from his daughter in the
United States saying '1 am
sorry Tito Baby your name
has been dragged into the
case of my father '
Scnatorial candidate lacson
took a backswipe at ex-Presi
dent Fidel Ramos' carping
against him and former Presi-
dent Estrada. He said Ramos
misses the limelight so much
that *‘he has been making
inane statements'' in openly
linking the Dacer Kidnap-
murder to him and Mr
Estrada. .
Dacer and driver were
blocked from proceeding on
Osmena highway inSan Andres
Bukid Nov, 24 by PAOCTF
men led by SPO3 Murino
Soberano on order of Supt

recerved a let

Vi who supervised operations
through u cellphone

Justice Perez urged
former President Estrada (o
volunteer whatever information
he had on the Dacer case. The
NBI lab is reported having
difficulty determining if the
bones und teeth found among
a creck
in Indang arc indeed humun
or animul. They are merely
relying on the testimony of
furmers Lopez and Diloy thal
they belonged 1o Dacer and
Cuorbito,

Sec

ashes on the bank of
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by CARLOS H. CONDE

S THE May election approaches, countless
groups, many of them supported by the
Church and civil-society groups, are cam-
paigning for voters’ education. One suth
group is the Simbahang Lingkod ng Bayan

(SLB).

Establisiied on February
12, 1987, SLB was initially
composed of team leaders
and members of the so-
called “Marines” of the
National Movement for Free
Elections, who decided to
keep the group intact. Most,
if not all, of its members
were from the religious
sector “committed to the
service of the Filipino
Church and the Filipino
nation.”

SLB listed these objectives
in its primer:

1) National reconstruction
through community-building
("to promote the peaceful and
Christian rebuilding of the
Filipino nation through the
orginization ol faith, justice
and nationalism among our
people™);

2y Values education
(“through ano with the above
mentioned communities, (o
strengthen, transform, or
redirect existing vulues to
ward a deepening spirit ol
faith, solidarity, justice and
peace which have been in
carnated in people power”),

3) Active non-violence
("to facilitate the promotion
and articulation of the truc
aspirations of the Filipino
people and to guard agains
forces and structures which
undermine these needs and
desires™);

4) Social analysis compat
ible with the gospel ("to
develop and propagate a way
of social analysis more in
conformity with the gospel”):

5) Information dissemina-
tion ("to disseminate 1deas
and literature especially on
social justice and spiritualities
of justice”), and:

6) Cooperation and jus-
tice (“to work with other
groups who similar
goals and guiding principles
compatible with those ol
SLB").

The primer said the work
undertaken by SLB should be
*in solidarity with the peo-
ple, especially our poor and

have

disadvantaged brothers and
sisters; in communion With
the pastor of the Church, the
bishop, and in lidehty to the
guidance of the Magisterium.
in cooperation with the dil
ferent congregalions, scmi

naries, schools, parish organi
zations, and civic groups ”

SLB has been cooperal-
ing with Namfrel since the
1986 snap elections. It has
also involved itself in assist-
ance work to victims of
disasters or calamities. held
fora on the national situa-
tion. participated in rallies
“for peace and democracy,”
and campaigned against the
death penalty.

Although it professes to
be nonpartisan and does nol
espouse any ideology of the
“rigid” and "uncritical” kind,
SLB hews closely to the
doctrines of the Church,
which oftentimes involves
itsell in political alfairs
SLB's coordinators and hoard
members are all members of
the Jesuit community

VIGILANCE IS PART
OF VOTER
RESPONSIBILITY

Central to SLB's voters’
cducation campaign is this
“Mituto. Bantayin
ang boto, Umasenso (Learn
Guard the ballot, Move lor
ward). " It urges Filipinos not

theme:

Lo squander the chance given
to them by the Constitution
and by God to effect mean:
inglul change in Philippine
Society. "Let us not allow
our country to forever wal-
low in poverty.” ils primer,
which is in Tagalog, says

People Power | and [1, it
says, were the results "ol our
indifference and our failure
to watch those whom we
elected to office who were
abusing their positions. Our
duty as voters does not end
with the casting of the bal
lot. This should not be the
It is the duty ol every
citizen to be vigilant ol those

cdhC

they eleeted to power so they
Vigi-
lance is parl of our respon
sibilities

can serve Lthe people

as voters,”

In its imtial voters® edu-
cation for this year's elec-
tion, SLB propounded gues
tions, requiring voters' an
swers, on the capabilities of
Questions such
as: Is the candidate honest?
Does he Tight tor the truth?
Is he true to his Taith? Has

a candidate

he been serving the public
wequately and well” s he
pro }Nlﬂr’

We ‘Forum
FOCUS

SLB
criteria lor o
magaling (capable), matuwid

also  isted some

candidate

(honest, possessing integrity),
and mabait (Kind)

Later, however, SLB re
alized that this approach
telling the public that a
candidate should have these
criteria, which were presum-
ably lormulated by SLB
members themselves—does
not work.

Bro. Willy Samson SI,
SLB's director, explained Lo
CyberDyaryo that this “in-
put-oriented™ approach,
which was born out of SLB's
ellort Lo be ponpartisan, “1s
anymore. We
usually pive the criteria but
on Election Day,
hardly
said they realized this when

nol ellective

Lhis 18
reflected, ™ Samson
they studied the campaigns
they had participated in since
1986

An input-oriented ap
proach might be good for
SLB's campaign on the
internet but not when SLB
training in

does trainors’

communities
PROCESS IS THE
OPERATIVE WORD
“When we go o Lhe volers

themseves, our Process iy

process-oriented. This means
the eriteria lor the candidates
are not coming from us but
from the voters themselves
There, they can enumncrate
the things they don't want
in u candidate. We try to get
their own opinion,” Samson
said

This approach, he added,
is important because in pre
vious elections, crileria were
not ¢rucial, name recall was

During a dry run of SLB's
module attended by 15 moth
lust February 16 in
Antipolo City, the facilitator
tacked a picture ol Estrada

Ccrs

on the board and urged the
participants to take & close
look at it. Then they were
asked whether they want what
happened to Estrada 1o hap-
pen Lo any luture leader ol
the country. The answer Wis
a resounding no

The discussion then turned
lively und veered toward the
examination of the role wl
each citizen in People Power
11. Asked to list down therr
eriterta of o candidute; the
participants  enumeraled
knowledpe 1o runninge @
povernment,  honesty inl
feadership, integrity, soni
vie who does not bhuyy vores

a pood example o ofhers
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As the May election approaches,

countless groups, many of them

supported by the Church and civil-

society groups, are campaigning for

voters’ education. One such group is the

Simbahang Lingkod ng Bayan (SLB).

Established on February 12, 1987, SLB

was initially composed of team leaders

and members of the so-called “Marines”

of the National Movement for Free

Elections, who decided to keep the group

intact. Most, if not all, of its members

were from the religious sector

“committed to the service of the Filipino

Church and the Filipino nation.”

trustworthy, among others.

Al its end, the dry run
produced these results

1) The participants’ cri-
teria for choosing o candi
date \h;;u;c-\i. a candidate
need not be handsome of
glib; just because he 18 la-
mous doesn’t mean he should
be elected,

2) They developed 4 dif-
ferent view ol Lhe country’s
leader, he or she, they sad,
should have the capabilities
ol o leader;

3) The future of the coun-
try lies in every citizen, 1n
the way he or she exercises
his right to vote: that an
end with
the casting of the ballot

THE POOR CAN
THINK FOR
THEMSELVES

Samson said that the dry
run disproves the notion,
particularly among the elite,
that the poor do not have the
capacity (o think for them
true that
they do not think for them-
selves, ™ he said, “The prob
lem with the elite 1s that, 1l
the results ol the election do

election does nol

selves. “It 1s not

not conform to their wish,
they tend to entertain the idea
of stripping the poor of their
right to vote. 11 that happens
Lthe
marginalized "

This

poor will be lorever

education among
poor voters, Samson went on
hinges on one crucial thng
listening. “We must Listen Lo

them. (his Is o listening

process. For expmple, we sk
(e proc Erap participants whil
i Erap. And
N juddy

Samson suid SLB'S

did they sev
wie Wil pust histen

IMems

module is “moving. growing
It is ngt stagnant.”

Right now, he said, "we
believe that part ol the vot
ers' education is to list the
candidates and
present their
issues, We then ask the vorers
SLB
hopes 1o ¢omplete this list
ol senators and the
they support (or do nol
support) i a lew days

The discussion of 1ssues.
Samson said, 1s still crucial
And he admits that that s
difficult to do considering
how personality-oriented the
current campaign is. when
hardly anyone talks about
issues  “What's happening 1s
that campaigns locus on

senatorial

position on
to decide based on this

ISSUes

whether one is pro-Erap or
not, whether pro-GMA or
not.” Samson lamented

So far, he said, the feed-
back SLB has been getting
is good and they intend to
bring the campaign for vol-
ers’ education to the Visayas
and Mindanao after the Holy ~
Week

The challenge here, he
said. “is how to destroy the
myth that gave birth to the
likes of Estrada. As of to-
day, many ol us still vote
for entertainers purely on the
their popularity
Many still vote based on the

hasts ol

padrino (patron) system. The
big challenge for volers 1s
to really vote lor the right
candidales.”

Until Filipino volers do
L hut,
likelihood that another can
didate, another Estrady, will

there is always the

wse the smme myth 1o blind
us all over apsin, (Cyber

Dyiarvo)




By Alfred A. Araya Jr.

A re-electionist senator’s bold promise to
bring ousted President Joseph Estrada back
into power once she is re-elected may have
raised goose bumps among different sec-
tors who participated in People Power Il

last January.

The thought of all that
sacrifice, sweal and the tears
spent ousting Erap poing
down the drain was simply
unacceptable.

To preclude the possibil-
ity of that promise coming
true, various civil society and
civic groups have banded
together to make sure nol a
single supporter of the former
President running for a Sen-
ate post wins in the upcoming
May 14 senatorial elections.

A campaign (o “nurture the
gains of Edsa 1", called the
13-0 Movement, was launched
on the evening of March 22
at the La Salle Greenhills High
School in Mandaluyong City
The movement aims to actively
support the 13 People Power
Coalition senatorial candidates
of the administration

WHO WERE THERE?

Present were President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo and
PPC senatorial bets Liwayway
Chato, Manny Villar, Wigberto
“Bobby"” Tanada, Ralph Recto,
and Obel Pagdanganan. Scrge
Osmena's w.le, Betina, repre-
sented her husband.

“The fight is not yet over
We have to continue to resisl
the forces that we overthrew
in Edsa I1," said Cocoy Javier
of Couples for Christ, one ol
the 70 member organizations

belonging to (he
!_'rnlup

Following the dictum “The
fight is not yet over,” other
member-groups include Jesus
Is Lord Movement, and groups
affiliated with Kompil Il like
Konsiensyang Filipino, Federa
tion of Free Workers, AKO
party list, and People’s Move
ment for Democratic Govern-
ance.

“Ang mga kalaban natin
‘nung Edsa I, narivan pa sila't
paligid-ligid pa stla, At
tumatayming sila para muling
magulo ang ating bansa at
muling maluklok sa power. Al
hindi natin papavagan ivan
{Our enemies al Edsa Il are
still around. And they're
wailing for a chance o get back
in power. And we will not
allow that),” said Javier, u full-
time pastoral worker of CFC

fledging

Savyvang naman ang aling
ipinaglaban kung papayagan
nating makaballk sila (Our
struggle will have been for
nothing i we allow them 1o
get back in power),” he udded

YOT FOR D CHAMMP

Javier and the other organ
1zers led the people tn chants
of “VOT FOR D CHAMMP."
the PPC's campaign slogan, in
which each letter represents the
names of the candidates.

Pledge lorms were handed
oul to those present together

CHRISTINE CANAVERAL CUA
Pelitioner

(selected by raflle)

expanse ol the pelilioner
SO ORDERED

WE FORUM
April 2, © & 16, 2001

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 43, MANILA

IN RE PETITION FOR CORRECTION
OF ENTRY IN THE CIVIL REGISTER

A verified pelilion has been filed by Christine Cafiaveral Cua praying thal
aller due notice, publicalion and hearing judgment be rendered for the cor
rection of her birth certilicate as 1o her middle name and her mother s maiden
last name - from Cafiavoral lo CANAVERAL

Nolice is hereby given that the petilion will be heard belfore this Cour
sitting al Room 561-562, Filth Floor, City Hall, Manila on April 18, 2001 al
10:00 o'clock in the morning al which dale and lime all persons interesled
may appear and show cause, Il any. why lhe pelition should nol be granted

Lot copies of this Order be published al (he expense of the petitioner
once a week [of Ihree (3) conseculive weeks, in lthe newspapel

Furnish the Oflice of the Solicitor General, Civil Regisirar of the City of
Manila. the Trial Prosecutor of the Cily of Manila and the National Stalislics
Office with copies of this Order and the Petilion with ils annexes at the

Cily Hall Manila, January 29, 2001

SP PROC NO 00-99238

Wae Forum

(Spd ) MAMNUELA F
Judge

LORENZO
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A re-electionist senator’s bold promise to bring ousted President Joseph Estrada back into power

once she is re-elected may have raised goose bumps among different sectors who participated in

People Power Il last January. To preclude the possibility of that promise coming true, various

civil society and civic groups have banded together to make sure not a single supporter of the

former President running for a Senate post wins in the upcoming May 14 senatorial elections.

with appeals that they invite
five or more registered voters
in their respective polling
precinets to also join the 13
0 Movement

The target of the campaign
1s lor cach candidate to get
10 million votes to ensure a
sweep . Lnitial campaign strat-
egies cover Iwo phases, the
campaign period and Election
Day itself.
First phase: Campaign Period
¢ Recruit 13-0 volunteers
within areas of inlluence
e Set up 13-0 movements/
organizations in your subdivi-
sion, parishes, offices
¢ Put 13-0 stickers on vehi-
cles
* Adopt depressed areas (o
promote the cause of 13-0
* Identify all polling centers
in your locality before print-
ing sample ballol
« Help print sample ballot
Second phase: Election Day
¢ Prepare for the long haul
* 13-0 volunteers should also
be poll watchers
* Vole carly
* Bring radios, guitars, flash-
lights
* Have lawyers in your leams
* Avoid word war
* Have u victorious disposi-
fron

POLITICS WITH
PRINCIPLE
“This campaign is aboul
politics with principle. about

nnew politics ol pertonmance
ety and competence. This

campaign 1s about a politics
of truth telling and restoring
politics so that 11 creales (rue
public servants (o serve the
public good. the public wel:
fare,” said the group in a
statement

“This campaign s aboul
politics truly fulfilling the
public trust...about politics and
politicians being truly respon-
sible and accountable 1o the
people.” it added

For her part, the President
said, “We want new politics
not based on personality and
patronage but based on plat
forms and consultations with
the people. We also want trans-
parency in running the gov-
ernment and leadership by
example.”

She said that was what she
did when she consulted with
the political parties and civil
society in choosing the admin-
istration's senatorial candi-
dales.

Before the President's ar-
rival, representatives (rom
different groups making up the
various sectors committed their
support for the movement. For
some, il's giving the present
government @ chance to im-
prove the country. For most,
however, the deciding factor
was the Tear of Estrada return
ing to power

Admitting that initially
“only nine [candidates| pussed
our criteria,” Vie Fabe of
PaKisamn ane o the
deciding factors that finally

said

made them supporl the rest was
re-clectionist senator Miram
Santiago's promise she would
bring back Estrada to power

The auditorium immediately
broke into shouts of “Boo!™—
not aimed at Fabe, but intended
lor Sanuago.

Following up on Fabe's
remark was Tetchie Capellan
of the women's group Urduja,
who said & woman candidate
does not automatically receive
support from the women sec-
tor “especially il her only
platform for running is to bring
back Estrada.”

“Kahit siya'y babae,
mahirap naman vala na
suportahan siya (Even il she's
a woman, it would be diffi-
cult to supporl her),” she said.

13-0 NOT JUST A
NUMBER

Roy Oliveros of the Fed-

eration of Free Workers said,

that 13-0 is "not jusl &
number™, but also represents
the unity of the groups sup-
porting the movement,

He, however, urged that it
must also show “the unity of
the 13 individual candidates.”
The candidates must not only
campaign for themselves. he
stressed, but also for the re
maining |2 others

Oliveros proposed that the
PPC candidates carry “13
commitments that are based on
sectoral issues. ™ Speaking lor
the labor sector, he said they
only want jobs for the unem-

ployed and job security for the
employed

For Ka Poneng Tolentino,
of the party-list AKO, the zero
in the *13-0" should mean “no
Iraitors.”

During her short speech,
Chato said, “Hindi kami
nagbibitaw ng salita na hindi
namin tinutupad (We don't
make promises that we don't
intend to keep),” alluding to
the former President's verbal
promises during his stay in
power, She siressed “it is not
charisma™ that can improve the
ecopomy

Arroyo said she was pleased
to see familiar faces from’
People Power 11 among the
crowd at Greenhills.

“What we fought for dur-
ing People Power 1I, we can
now light for in the govern-
ment,” she said. “So it is
important that the candidates
who were chosen by the groups
who participated during Peo-
ple Power Il must win in the
clections.”

The crowd cheered, obvi-
ously with one thought in mind:
Not one supporter of ousted
President Estrada running for
a Senate post should win in
the May elections,

“1f the opposition candi-
dates win in this election, it
is not only we people who will
be mocked, it is democracy,
It is not Erap who will be jailed
or exiled but the Filipino
people,” the group said.
(CyberDyaryo)
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Bush tries to upstage China

NITED States President George Bush and his officials

are like little boys playing at who can spit higher in

trying to put one over China after President Jiang Zemin
sought an apology for the bumping of a US Navy four-engine
turboprop spy plane into a Chinese reconnaissance fighter jet
that crashed into the China Sea whose pilot is presumed to
have died.

The US plane landed on China’s Hainan island and its
24-man crew were photographed seated in a briefing room
after the air accident.

The last time a US plane landed in Hainan was in 1957.
This EP-3E electronic surveillance aircraft took off from a
US base in southern Japan. Japan is completely dependent
on imported oil that arrives through shipping lanes on the
China Sea to fuel its economy. The Japanese are therefore
concerned that the standoff is settled immediately and does
not want to see any escalation.

European reaction to thé incident was shown by British
Foreign Secretary Robin Cook’s call on Beijing to return the
plane and crew to the US, as President Bush asked. He, too,
believes the dispute should be resolved as quickly as possible
for everybody’s interest.

Bush had served China warning that relations between
the two superpowers are at risk. A rupture of US-China
relations could shake /lelicate US ties with Taiwan, which
China regards as a wayward province.

““If United States-China relations worsen, it would be
very hard to even build the very basic channel of commu-
nications to discuss peace,’’ said Kim Sung-han, a researcher
of South Korea’s Institute of Foreign Affairs and National
Security, because the standoff can hamper Seoul’s plans for
a four-way peace parley to include China, both Koreas and
the United States.

It is said that putting China on the defensive would make
it more difficult for Asian diplomats to sort out competing
claims to islands in the South China Sea which China, Vietnam
and the Philippines claim as their own.

Analysts insist, however, sparks have yet to fly over the
spy plane incident among Asian- countries, which are still
maintaining a low key.

And then there is the trade and business angle in which
the United States, Europe and Japan have expanded their
presence in the Chinese manufacturing and consumer market
over the past decade.

The most reliable barometer of military tensions in the
region is still Taiwan where Chinese fighter jets have flown
threatening sorties by crossing the Taiwan Strait.

The US State Department’s Harry Thayer of East Asian
and Pacific Affairs said ‘‘we have never apologized to the
Chinese in the past for aerial reconnaissance incidents.”” An
apology might be appropriate for an accidental overflight,
he said. ‘“But future overflights might not be accidental.”’

What now?

THE PESO plunged toats all fime low during
Erap’s tenure because, according to his en-
emies (among whom are, of course, GMA's
supporters), ol economic plunder, massive grafl
und corruption and other high crimes commit-
ted by him -- erimes second only 101 hose the
Great Again Dictator hud committed, Which
scemed 1o be true, considering that the day
after Erap fled Malacanang like many a vil-
lain in Grade-C movies where he played hero,
the peso rose from PS5 down to something
like P47 apainst the US dollar

Tudul\' (April B), less than three months after
GMA (*'Gustong Maupo Agad."" according to
Erap dichards) assumed the presidency, the
pesa has again breached the P50 mark vs. the
US dollar, Indications show that the fall may
continue,

Malacanang was quick 1o blame the Thai
currency and that of some other Asean coun-
try as responsible for pulling down our money
Really?

Not because of any economic plunder or
massive graft and corruption in FVR’s -- oops,
GMA's -- administration?

If there's none, the peso should have gained
strength instead. That other Asean currencies
have caught fever and infected ours as well
doesn't hold water. Malacanang should tell that
to the marines.

There's also something basically wrong with
the GMA administration, especially on eco-
nomic maftters, of which she is supposed to be
an expert, being a product of clitist schools
here and abroad, The economy, for one thing,
won't improve if you give in to the demands

ONE'S WORTH

of the likes of MILF, as GMA is apparently
doing. No wonder, Erap remains popular in
Mindanao. In fairness to him, he had the balls
to bomb the *# &% !4,

EXx¥xx

Why can’t Napocor be a little more honest

in explaining unbelievable power outages?

A few years ago, it was “‘jellyfish.”’ This

time, it’s ‘‘tripping'’ or something. Next,

will it be because the Enola Gay had dropped
the A-Bomb over Japan?
EREREX

Has it ever occurred to Aniano Desierto
that what happened to his erstwhile idol Erap
will likely happen to him? Ani was that buddy-
buddy to FVR earlier. But when JEE took over,
Ani changed coat. The moment JEE lefl the
Palace, Ani changed colors again ’

Once Ani loses his immunity, expect a flood
of cases to deluge him. The late Morik was
never more right about Ani.

Ninoy Aquino, whom Ani prosecuted be-
fore a Marcos military (ribunal, is just waiting
in the grave, so I imagine.

**Weather-weather’' lang 'yan, according
to Erap

We "Forum

A

FHLIPPSD PRESS N1 ITUTE

Published once a week by the J. BURGOS MEDIA SERVICES, Inc. with
editorial and business offices at 92 Road 1 corner Road 33, Project 6,
Quezon City. Telefax 456-9339; (Administrative, Circulation, Productien
and Editorial). E-mail: burgosforum @ hotmall.com

EDITA T. BURGOS
President-General Manager

JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.
Publisher-Editor
ARLENE B. BURGOS
Editor




We Forum

Page 8

OPINION

IN MEMORY OF BATAAN

TO MOST of us, Bataan Day lends us
moments to relive the memory of the épic
struggle of Filipino heroes who fell in the
hallowed battlefields of the Second World
War.

In the recent past, many of us gather on
this day to recall the horror and agony of
the Battle of Bataan some 60 years ago. To
this very day, we still seem to hear the
thunder of heavy artillery in the mountains
and the hills during the bloody combal.

We still could feel those moments of fear
and helplessness as if they were pounding
on our ears again — reminding us of the
aches and weariness of the ravages of war.

It was in this bloodied peninsula that more
than 78.000 Filipino officers and men along
with some 11,790 American troops fought
the Japanese invaders who outnumbered them
in men and arms for four bloody months.

Oul of the 91,000 Fil-American forces,
24,000 were nursing their wounds in army
hospitals. The remaining 67,000 were left
in the frontlines weakened by starvation and
disease. In such situation, many unils no
longer maintained reserves behind the lines

although they were glued in their foxholes
mainly because they could hardly move due
to hunger-and illness.

While the enemy held sway with its air
superiority, Fil-American artillery was kept
silent.  For longer staying power. the de-
fenders had to ration its infantry’s ammu-
nition to at most 60 rounds per man — without
armor piercing bullets to fight enemy tanks.

While the Japanese artillery kept pound-
ing foxholes in the rugged Balaan lerrain,
supply of food and ammunition were pre-
vented from reaching the Fil-American
frontlines.

By the second week of April 1942, heavily
armed enemy columns broke through the
lines of the outnumbered defenders who swore
never to surrender and rather die fighting
in their foxholes on top of ML. Samat, now
known as the Dambana ng Kagitingan Shrine.

Today, some 60 years later, with the
benefit of hindsight and the experience ol
our struggle for nation building, the Fili
pino people like to recall the lessons we
have learned (rom Bataan.

Our country today is faced with prob.

lems of varying complexities. with Muslim
separatists raising terrorism in Mindanao
along with the onset of communist-inspired
urban guerrilla activities in the cities and
the countryside. These ills add to the
recurrent economic and political problems
crying out for solutions while the nation’s
resources and the temper of our people are
being strained to the limit

Considered along with other trying fac
tors, both internal and external, these prob-
lems constitute serious threats Lo our na
tional stability and security

We now [ind ourselves again at the
crossroads of decision in the face of situ-
ations noticeably different from those be-
fore the Battle of Bataan, Now, we no
longer find ourselves under the exclusive,
all-powerful protective umbrella of the United
States.

As a sovereign republic, the defense of
the Philippines has become our sole respon-
sibility — and ours alone. Truly, we have
a mutual defense treaty with the US and
have entered into a Visiting Forces Agree-
ment with America, bul we cannot depend

WHO’S G

The reported intrusion—once again—of
the Catholic Church into film censorship
doesn't hode too well for Filipinos who
expected a truly liberal regime under the
Arrcyo administration, Last week, MTRCB
chairman Nic Tiongson resigned after some
self-appointed guardians of public morality
prevailed upon the President to withdraw
the movie “Live Show" [rom circulation

The “self-appointed” tag is more than
purposely pejorative. It's significant because
Tiongson was, in effect, the legally appointed
authority in charge of making such value
judgments, He saw the film, found nothing
grossly objectionable with it, and let it
through. (Technically speaking, it wasn't even
his or his board's lo review, having been
passed for public viewing by the previous
board.)

Now Cardinal Sin and Mrs. Sonia
Whatshername—and let's not forget our old
Tita Etta Mendez and Tito Manoling Morato,
of whom we thought we'd happily seen and
heard the last—have locked arms Lo prevenl
anyone [rom seeing the Jocy Reyes movie,
chastising Tiongson at the same Lime lor
lacking a “backbone™ and for not doing his
job.

In response, and lollowing Tiongson's own
protest move, luminaries from the f1lm
industry and the art community have banded
together against the high-handedness and the

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given thal the eslate of
FILOMENA ABLAZA who died on February 28
2001 In Manila was sellled extrajudicially by het
helrs on March 17, 2001 as shown In the Extra
judicial Settlement ol Estale registered in the
notarial book of Notary Public Elizabelh A Andres
as Doc. No 157, Page No 32: Book II, Serlas
of 2001

WE FORUM
April 2, 9 & 16, 2001

T THE BA

by BUTCH DALISAY

presumption of the Church and its allies on
this issue.

This is something we've been through
many times before and were hoping not to
have to go through again. Remember how
the same poss_ ol puritans wenl alter movies
like “Schindler’s List™ during President
Ramos's watch? Well, “Schindler™ got shown
anyway—and the world didn't collapse in
an orgiastic heap afterward, the only real
disaster consequently being Erap Estrada’s
clection to Malacanang: ironic, that, for a
guy who did the kind of wholesome movie
the same censors would've passed half-blind,

Al issue once again in the “Live Show”
case is, plain and simple, sex: how much
of it is good, how much of il is bad, who
gets to see it, and who can’t. You never
heard a pipsqueak from these moralizers about
film violence or the Kind of distorted values
that have become staples of Filipino film

(And how’'s this lor another irony? Dr
Nic Tiongson wrote the book on that one—
his engaging and insightful essay on “Four
Values in Filipino Film.”
sueh

which eritiques
[ilmic bromides as “Muaganda ang
maputi™ and “Masaya ang may palabas.™)

We would've liked to think that more
sophisticated reasons and aesthetic arguments
were involved here, such as issues of pro
portion, representation, and verisimilitude—
did the movie cross the line ol gratuitous-
ness? (And even if 1 did, should it be the
MTRCB's job to make aesthetic judgements?
Doesn'l the constitutional guarantee of [ree-
dom of expression seek to protect, in fact,
the minority rather than the majority—evern
il that minority happens to hold obnoxious
views and indulges in excess?)

Bui sadly, though predictably. the Church
reveals that it is, after all, really just abou
sex, confounded sex, as Fr
Writes

Roy Crunugulu
“A sex oscene., while itomay be pari

of o laudable whole messppe or lesson ol

CKBONE?

a movie, is ulways a sex scene that in this
life and i this world will always have etfects,
perhaps some good but penerally bad, in
ways and in a vanetly thal we cannot ac
count for nor predict

And so, because the good [ather cannot
account for nor predict the effects that a
sex scene might have upon himself and his
Mock, the suffer the
indignity of being told that we cannot see,
on film, humanity's most singularly popular
act

rest of us have to

We can understand—even il we can't agree
with—the Church's position on this matter
It's afraid of what it doesn't know, and
pretends that pompous bombast can substi-
tute for knowledge well enough.

What we can't understand—and can’l
stand—is the haste and the unctuousness with
which politicians (including quite a few al
the Palace) have allied themselves with the
forces of censorship and conservatism. That
includes the people who advised President
Arroyo Lo junk “Live Show" 1o please the
Cardinal and his minions

I you ask me, what GMA should have
said was what she initially declured on the
issue of the Marcos billions in Switzerland
We have an agency in charge of that, and
that agency has a leader; let him take care
of it. She could thus have maintained her
own seruples (staunchly conservative that
she is, by her own admission) while re-
specting the rights of her many other con
stituents

We didn't go to EDSA 1o see
but we didn't go there, either, o be preached

“Live Show,”
to about sex and its many evils. And we'd
have to wonder who really needs some spinal
the Church's
idiots— Nig
(Cyber

suppoert here, 1n the [ace ol

nsistenee on turmng s nto

Tiongson. or the administration
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DATELINE:
MANILA

by C-STUTZ FERNANDEZ—

entirely on our allies for our own security.
This is where Bataan has given us an object
lesson in self-reliance.

The internal situation today leaves much
to be desired. In spite of the massive efforts
of the past and present administrations, there
still exists an active insurgency threal in
our midst, fomented by misguided eclements
of our population that are only waiting for
the right moment to again attempt the sei-
zure of power

Our national morale and economic
potentials are being sapped by subversion,
organized anarchy, graft and corruption,
smuggling, by lawlessness and outlawry, by
criminal syndicates that are eating up vast
quantities of government lime, effort and
resources which could otherwise be directed
towards constructive purposes,

Too many of dur officials are more
concerned with their personal comfort, sell
glorification and selfish ambition than the
weltare of the people they have pledged Lo
serve

As we look at the world today, we come
to some fundamental thoughts that are as
old as history uself. While the age of
confrontation is phasing oul into an age ol
(lexibility, experience and prudence dictate
the validity of the conciusion that war and
hostility are a normal state between nations
and that in this day and age it is illusory
to expect man Lo eradicate war within our
lifetime

Within this context, we can be certain
that our fallen heroes of Bataan will not
understand why some loud voices are being
raised against the objectives of the govern-
ment Lo attain a self-reliant defense posture
within the shortest possible time

The consensus of our people Lo achieve
a broader base for our international rela
tions and widen our economic opportunities
abroad must be accomplished by the unilat
eral development of our national defense
system, based on the concept of our citizen
armed forces.

As we commune with our fallen heroes
of Bataan, we learn a lesson from their
sacrifices that never again should our coun
try depend on other nations for its security
We have faith and trust in our allies and
friends. But we did not rely on the 10-mile
convoy of US military aid to save Bataan
from defeat. We can best trust ourselves
to depend on our own capabilities

Bataan blares out one hard lesson — which
tells us that we must learn to prepare lor
any danger long before we face it. Which
is why our good leaders should not expec
that time or some Divine intervention might
come Lo our rescue to eliminate threais to
our national sovereignty

Today, we appreciate the realities that
Bataan has awakened our people so that we
can summon our vasl resources and ener
gies Lo use them prudently with courage and
resolve — Lo win the greatest battles of our
lives

For Bataan i1s an endless afhirmation ol
our people's eternal struggle for peace and
glory




AGPASOK namin
sa project site,
parang isang paa
namin ay nasa
hukay na (When we
enter the project site,
it’s as il we already
have one foot in the
grave),"” Teresita
Borgonos, a union offi-
cial, was recalling what
she’d heard construction
workers say they feel
every single day they
report for work at local
project sites, whether
they be for roads or
high-rise buildings.
One can't tell them they
need a change in attitude,
After all, it's not as if their
lives aren't at risk, consid
ering whal they do lor &
living. Because of their na
ture, construction jobs, like
those in forestry and wood
working, have been likened
to a game of Russian rou
lette. One ship or fall could
very casily result in perma
nent disability or
death
In the Philippines, accord
ing to the International Fed
eration ol Butlding and Wood
Workers (IFBWW), accidents
in the construction industry
are “recurring phenomena”,
and last year, latality est
males reached as high as 200
ESTABLISH WORKERS'
RIGHTS TO SAIE
WORKING
ENVIRONMENT

However, these accidents
could be prevented by estab
lishing the workers® rights to
a safe working environment,
said Borgonos, an IFBWW
representative in the Philip-
pines. Furthermore, it is only
through strong unions that
workers can have safer jobs.

The IFBWW is a4 Geneva-
based international trade un-
ion organization pushing flor
workers' rights, particularly
those in the building industry
It has 11 million members from
281 unions in 124 countries

The IFBWW believes thal
the workers' right (o a sale
working environment can be
achieved through the banding
of unions, not just locally. but
regionally as well. This was
revealed at a recent lorum
attended by IFBWW delegates
from the Asia-Pacific region
held at the Century Imperial
Palace Suites in Quezon City,
marking a three-day Asia-Pa
cific Training of Union and
Health Officers.

Last March 21 to 23, some
30 union safety and health
officers from Thailand, Viet-
nam, Hong Kong, Mualaysia,
Kuorea, Indonesia, and the
Philippines held discussions to
come up with a common ac-
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Pagpasok namin sa project site, parang isang paa namin ay nasa hukay na

(When we enter the project site, it's as if we already have one fool in the

grave), ” Teresita Borgonos, a union official, was recalling what she'd heard

construction workers say they feel like every single day they report for work at

the project site, whether it be roadworks or high-rise buildings. In the

Philippines, according to the International Federation of Building and Wood

Workers (IFBWW), accidents in the construction industry are recurring

phenomena, and last year, fatality estimates reached as high as 200.

tion plan in promoting salety
and health among the partici
pating unions in the region.

HERE ARE THE SAD
NUMBERS

During the forum, the group
cited figures of construction-
related accidents and latalities
in some Asia-Pacific countrics:

¢ |n Thailand, the number
of reported industrial accidents
increased almost threetold from
1990 to 1997. In 1997, the
ligures stood at around 230,376
reported accidents, claiming
the lives ol about 1,040 peo
ple

* In Vietnam, 9,000 cumu-
lative cases ol silicosis (o form
of respiratory disease due to
exposure 1o silicon) were re-
ported between 1978 and 1997
At present, there are aboul
260,000 workers in 300 en-
terprises who are being ©x-
posed to high dust levels with
4 high content of free silica
Same 4,770 aceidents at work
were reported in 1997, with
2,673 recorded injuries

s In Malaysia, the total
reported industriol necidents in

1997 were 86,589, with 1,473
fatalitics

e In the Philippines, five
construction workers die every
month due to accidents on the
Job.

“We're not just talking
about statistics here. We're
talking about human beings
who have families and friends
They have a right to live,” smd
Fiona Murie, IFBWW global
and health safety coordinator.

“They have the right to go
oul in the morming, carn i
living to support their tamily,
and come home in the evening
to their loved ones in as good
u state of health as the one
they were in when they left in
the morning,” she stressed

On the global scale, Murie
sald almost [,000 people are
killed in preventuble work
apccidents each day

Other representatives al the
forum also shured their expe
riences on their local situations
Vincent Sung Chiee Tuk. ol the
Hong Kong Conslruction Sites
Workers General Union. un
IFBWW il sl
structron s

Ll

wiays been

among the top hazardous jobs
in Hong Kong.

SO MANY LAWS,
SO LITTLE
ENFORCEMENT

Rulita Wijayamingdyah, of
the Indonesian Wood and
Forestry Workers Union, dis-
closed that at least 4,000
construction work-related ac-
cidents ure reported in her
country annually. She traced
this not enly to an “enormous
luck ol awareness” from (he
workers, but also 1o the “enor
mous lack of law enforcement”
with regard to salety regula-
tions. In a way, safety is "less
prioritized than wage issues.™

Speaking along the same
lines, IFBWW Malaysia rep
R. Ravichandran
said, "We have very good lows
on safety policies, bul luck
enlorcement from the authori
les.

resentative

Muny are employed an
MNCs doing construction in
Muluysin, but "workers® wel
lare and safety are mol taken
eare ofl,” "They just
use the workltoree |1

e sod

s ln‘:l]l.‘l

development and progress. ™
The luck of safety awareness
and proper training, and en-
forcement has resulted in an
increase in accidents in the past
years, with many cases unre-
ported.

Indeed, lack of awarcness
and training on occupational
health and safety standards and
insufficient enforcement of
laws are the main
behind the accidents

“Prioritizing salety and
health, especially in industriul
sites, should be non-negoti
able,” Murie said
deaths and accidents among
poor construction workers
could have been prevented 1f
only laws on these are strictly
implemented.”

However., accidents are jusl
the tip of the iceberg, she
pointed out. Muny workers
experience lingering und pain
ful deaths capsed by occupa
tional disecases derived from
dirty and dusty working con
ditions and exposure o haz
urdous

reasons

“Senscless

such ns
A chemical used in
ships, asbestos cuuses lung

substunees
ashestos.

discases and unlold suffering
1o the victims
THE PERILS OF THE
UNORGANIZED

The fact of the maltter is,
these incidents “are readily
preventable,” she stressed,
saying employers Know per
fectly well about these safety
stundards. Bul without strict
implementation of the luws witly
regurd to these standards,
employers have conveniently
neglected the safety ol their
workers: Especinlly affected
are the unorganized (1.¢. with
out unions), as in the case of
construction workers in the
Philippines

“The workers tn the [Phil
ippine| construction industry
are mostly project workers,”
sad Gerard Seno, also an
IFBWW-Philippine representa
tve, As the “project
worker' these are
workers whio don’l have regu
lar employment, and work on
a per-project-only basis. There
lore |hl.'_\ ire not covered |‘)
health and insurance benefils
accorded 1o their regularly or
permanently-employed counter
paris

Project
Ui

name

SUggests,

Wworkers comprise
ul the construction indus
Iry i the country However
only the remaotning 10 per cent
helong (o said
Borgonos: *Under the Labor
Code Iln'n-la'_l".||-||' workers are
nol allowed 1o torm unions

As s often sadly the case,
Seno smd, project warkers do
na!l demand their rights not so

unions,

much out of o fear of losing
their jobs, but for fear of being
blacklisted. Once blacklisted,
they have difficulty finding
uther jobs in the industry
WORKERS HAVE TO
PAY FOR THEIR OWN
SAFETY GEAR

Borgonos added that the
employers do nol even give
sulety pear, called personal
protective equipment (PPE), 10
workers. If & worker asks for
PPE, he has 1o pay for it
himself. However, many don’l
even dare ask for fear of find-
ing themselves jobless the next
day.

It's like choosing between
two evils: losing your job or
working under dangerous con-
ditions, she said. Employers
tuke a condescending altitude
and stoop to rationalizing that
project workers don't need PPE
because they don't know how
to use them anyway.

On the same note, Murie
pointed out the “blacklisting,
victimization, bullying culture,
and climate of fear |of losing
their job]™ that exist in the
construction industry and which
hamper workers from exercis-
ing their right

Borgonos said accidents in
the construction site happen
because of cost cutting on the
parl of the construction com
panics. Workers are not seen
as human beings bul as part

(Page 4, please)
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ARMY EMBARKS ON P2.1-B MODERNIZATION

by MANNY MOGATO

FHE Philippine Army will  den resurgence in  commu

end some P22 Billion this nist rebels” aclivilies
ar Lo upgrade its capital s @ herghtened el
juipment and re<train its Islamic separtist
5,000 tr s as the go I Lo earve oul nn indeper
anil resumes dee negol e i the sauthern i:.'.i|"|
ns willy various dissident pines
rroups. including 1slamic Thus, the governmeni wi yelicie Lourtile
separatists and Maoist guer forced to re-think the Armed acLion in the
riiins; I ernza N . e tensty isl
my chiel | General  pram. shifting prioritics Lo puinst h i Il
los Santos said nternal Seci Gl 1on Front (MILF
ol Lhe approaved [ vl CTiLs Mindanao
lund lor (he Tt | nlnet ¢ ol r capital
dermization

Ul w

<
wony requirement. Thus Curriers (AP : . A e T .

v ol ol , vren feAt-maving: Seommnli GMA & DOLPHY; President Macapagal-Arroyo gestures (o comedy King Dolphy during
¥ B ' ' : ataping of the program, ““Home Along Da Riles," fast week at the ABS-( BN Studios In
nd oh Quezon City . (Malacaliang photo)

eXIsting equipment Lanks dnd mumerous -"'I'l--l 1

I war or peace, still a need

o prioritize modernization

still il iriti d of crew-served weup
ATmY

S lmm and 60mim

reoand Yimm reconlless

AEPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES rifles. Avere alsa proprammed. oo e changing security | MEN dgencies weli building road
AEGIONAL CAPITAL REGION for repatr and upgride
AEGIONAL TRIAL COURT Among the top priority
BRANCH 12, MANILA projects wis the repair and

upgrade ol tpctieal eld

U\
enyironmen | Lo wonld I I schonl burldings, mm il
Santos | diers swotid 4 Y S TR AT T W er sysiecms irrieul

lier social

S00N be sk 0 periur WLl e W 1l wenpo W ms and ol
nereasing soCio=-cCeOnomi il (R4 . 1 1 rastructure ’:'I'-|:'._Ix;,-!
radhios and other lorms ol delivitivs, peaceke nia e o e
COITHTIUTUC AL NS COUIpITIEnt Lo
mmprove the Army s com

mand and control capability

Lo some exten

ment functions f adiuieriers (CGHOQ)Y 18 \ Nole commiu
DAring nemol n srs also function

| agrecment (MOA) an 1% educator id healtl

implementmg rules workers the only sym

Army asked to help law-
enforcement agencics

Ihere could also be limited
acquisition ol advanced com

puters and electronic com On Thursday Mrimge |11 rnment
muncation equipment 104t Tounding anniversary Soveril How s . Like most armies in Third
Delos Suntos suid the only President Gloria Muacapaen] th y ree W 1

i
wer!

orid countries el

procurement project given Lht Arrayo ordered the Army ment' {0 Santes sawd the Philippine

ORDE preen light by defense and help law enlorcement agen o

would ke y helieve Army has the unique job ol

{ pelilion RUDO militery leaders was the cies fight the nsing wavi hat the Army ! id anly 10l only ensuring security
1 pelili a1t ' 1 151 \ = .

purchase of thousands ol US cruninality. liKe Kudnapping play SuUpporting s 10 1he but also dehivering basic
Pelitioner (s a Fillpine ol legnl age and & residenl of 2928 Muolaye S made night-vision goggeles lor for-runsom, smuggling, and law enloreement agencies i cocial services, in the remo

Manila he was born on February 14, | | of) his L distribution o front-line units even » drug trade the anti-criminslity \ ¢sl arens in the country

sl name was efroneously s 1 8s HULES Wnen i The Army has eight 1n "For now, we would be willing to provide  would stay that way even

fantry divisions, two regl L this much becu ounterparnts witl thie army embarks on (ts more

ment-s1ze Specal Operations roles mr fundiaans nloprmatpon bl unbitious and more cxpen

unils, Nve sepirate enginecr duties ure not clearly \ll'l.l.' L ribe ta the idea yive mod

inge brigades, and a division oul vel vaid Delos Santos O alvine us [ erilp it b ailded

size armored, artillery, and AL the moment, we can only anti-criminality ¢ paign
other combal support uinits help the mational police b3 he added

g providimg them l:l).\|||_;‘..'.\-

Re-training troops (o cope informalion. Our-soldiers Army s pi'.u'L'I\l‘t'lit‘r

with expanding and evoly nroperly triined. and

ing roles quipped Tor law enforeement
Part ol the . Hion johs and wWe are not prepared

modermzation Tund would T to jump inte palice worl fund ond

spent lor re-tratmmng and re wilhioul basie  training

prienting the orientation JULE \ W Perio ampeting with
15.000-51rong ground Delos Sanlos 3 e Lhe antrmaspie drupped agenecid

lorces (o cope with therr that the lack franim i 15 | b b next year [

Manila. Philippines 26, 2001 expanding and evolving roles CXPerien el wiirk ] cal rival sind the upgradés ol the

i the 21st genury wolid g st ro o L Sanlos galned \ jhl equipment wonld be d
Delos Santos sard L I ¢ don Hl T promine e i lie 1998 when ' v the third quarier this

WE FORUM = povernment™s bmative o soldiers e e BeCused | he was selected (o head Lhe iid projes e Be Cor
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April 9, 16 & 23 construet™ the peace process violating human rigl multi-national pencekeeping pleted by middl I 2002
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GROWING
CONCERN:
GASTRITIS

ALCOHOLIC drink
-lllrrln-{'_

Ed stritis

warnco.

recentl

s reduc

II'-II‘ JIL
omen  risk
WECOPOTNsIS

Lenistratls ma 1LY

wased by stress, due 1o

drngs drink by rheamatic
patients, aspirin intake by
cardiovascular discas
with
the presence (o cola and
calfeine as well as smok-
ing.

The bacteria that cause
gastritis called H-pilori is
also fecal oral, meaning
the bacteria can be trans-
mitted through food and
fecal matters, Sollano
said.

Chinese, among others,
he said has been found
more of H-pilori as they
used chopstick where the
pacteria could casily be
transmitted.

On the other hand,
Sollano clarified that not
all stomach pain is gas-
tritis sometumes it's “sim-
ple pain” that passes away
or cardiac problems,
among others,

What is important is
people are aware of their
health and find way to
seek medical advice as well
as emphasize the need to
quality of lile, Dr,
Marcelino Durante, an-
other heart specialist
added. (PNA)

patients, heverages
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hedule
ind within budget on ils
supporting base 80 Kilometers
ol fshore northwest Palawin
For the Philippines, this
miarked one more
milestone Lowards
Philippine
hirth o a4 new

event
down
major st in
listory 1l
dustry, the natural gos
Industry

David Greer, Managing
Director of Shell Philippines
Exploration B. v
Developer and Operator ol
the landmark Malampava
Deep Water Gas Lo Power
Project of the Department ol
Energy, put it succinetly
when he said 4 presentd
medin n
Lhat
milestone ol the
Maualbmpaya

inspiratiopal evenl Tor ull

Lion helore the

Palawan today "this
latest

I'lill\.'n' I an

Filipinos and engineers alike

To see such large and com

(SPEX), the

Butunyg
ompleted
structure e
country to estalilish a natu

ril pas industry 1o short, tas

project will pive birth to o

whole new industry in the
Philippines. And [hal s when
the real Malumpaya Story will
Begin

Fhe Malampaya Topsides
is also the heaviest topsides
be insinbbed

I Tonid

supporting

using the
‘method. [ts
base Lthe
Malampaya Concrete Gray

ity Structure which was buill
in Subic.
stalled

over’

was already in
months ahead
June 2, 2000

This world record instal
lation upstream
component of the Malumpayi
Deep Wiler
Project 1o mear

three
ol schedule on
brings the
Gas v Power
completion
and will soon oFler o Ssurde
ol indigenons energy 1or one
third ol Luzon's powes
Juirements

it eert iy puts ¢ Phalip
pines or e map af the ol
nd gus

world,

industry around the
continued  Sec
Camucho who wilnessed the
preparations Lor this historic
imstallation
British Amb
Collins who alst

Adin

wilnessed

Lssador

Lhe |-‘|‘\I-!u_“~ arrival sald,

"W are

moare recogmiion ol

going o see g lot
whal the
When the
Philippines puts its mind Lo
something it cun truly be
world-class And this
Milampayis Project is world
All ol those who care
deeply about the Philippines

Philippines can do

cliss

are going to be very proud

to see their recognition in the

world
Other

wilnessed the

observers wlho liad
irrival ol the
Fopsides lusi week melnded
DOE Director lor Enerey
Deyelopment Griselda Bausa,
Shell Philippines Country

Presidemt C
weether with other Dt "I
\Pl-\ Tepr
Malampayu Topsides

esentalives

Lask
separating hydroearbons

from the wells into dry gas
and dondens:ile Lthe tnitial

in the conversion ol
natural Bus L usable en

fter separation. the
dry eas will then travel along
i S04-Kilometer, 24" diam
cter pipeline all the way 1o
the Onshore Gas Plant (OGP)
1in Balangas
lIIi-l\'!:.‘-'

e OGP will deliver the gas

will
further treatment

where il

to three combined-cycle
power stutions that will gen
total ol 2,700 MW
or more thanp 20 years
Destpned by Kellogy
Brown & Root and buill in
Singapore by Sembawang
Marine and Offshore Engi

urile: O

generalors, proce

methanel

turbine
separation vessels,
injection/recovery, liscal
meltering, hrewudler pumps
ind other saleguarding sys
Additionally, the Top

hosts o

LEMS
sides also living
quarters area for the
crew, waorkshop rooms, cen
a helideck, flare
boom and crane
The Malampaya
develcped and
headed by SPEX in partner
ship with Texaco Philippines
Ilne.., and PNOC-EC, on
behalfl of the Department of
Encrpy USS
I, 6-billion investment to date
for its upstream component
The Malampaya Project 18
expected to deliver First Gas
on the 1st of Oclober 2001,
marking the birth of the
natural gas industry in the
Philippines. (I'NA)

Filipino
Irol room,

Project

Wiy spear

constituting a
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THE TRUTH AND SHARE A
P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

VISION

RP POPULATION
WILL DOUBLE
IN 35 YEARS

LEGAZPI CITY — Chil
dren must be led adequately,
clothed, sheltered and edu
cated. This is the obligation
of the parents who brought
them nto this world

In the Population Commis
sion (POPCOM) stule of the
Philippine Population roporn
2000 reveuals thal the popu
lation conuinues Lo grow cach
year at the rate of more than
1 percenl
Neonaltal and
pregnancy-related complica

Lions

delivery

ere the leading ciuse
ol maternal mortality in 1994,
claiming 711 mothers per
100,000 lve (DOH
Philippine Health Statistics)

H.Ek'l"
Director
stressed

births

Popcom Regionul
Rose Fortaleza
that if this
continues, then the popula

Fate
estimated to be
75.3 million today, is ex
pected to double 1n 35 years

The State ol the Philip
pine Population Repori
(SPPR), published by ihe
Popecom with financial assist
ance from the UN Popula
tion Fund (UNFPA) reveals
Lhal many

tidn, about

Filipine women
especially among the poor
st bear more children than

their health can sustain (and

by MIKE DELA RAMA

decisions,” poses some prob
INg questions- are
able to realize their desired
number of children, will
imdividuals and
uble
they
with the ¢

persons

families he
b earn and save, can
endow their children
ueation, health and
nutrition needed”

s Lo be

Ihe answer appeat

no, b least tor many Fili

ping Lamibies, with mothers
giving birth 1o more ¢hildren
Chan they can adeqguately ke
care ol and inlants dying birth
(about 36 oul ol every |00
live births. sccording 1o the
1998 Nutional Demographic
Survey)
birthday

In Bicol Region alone tam

bertare thewr Tirst

ily planning has been Known

o reduce these infant and
maternal deaths

Latest Stalisli
Bicol's 1otul

3.755.076

rates

Survey
population 18
wyvear 2000y and

the projected lor the yeur

2001 15 about 4,836,216
“Fertility rates 1o the Phil
ippines
decresse 18 no
o bring about
el oo low r
SPPR also saud

INCTCANC,

I principle, wamen should

many idividuals and couples
Latl 1o realize their
lamily sitze due 1o unmet need
Reasons
include the price ol contracep

desired
for contraceprives

lves and hmited ineomes, and
Limated anlormation on the
ivintla bty of famaly planning
methods pond 1heir sueeess
probability

Same

intormed than others

couples muore
ind they
ire able 10 wisely choese o
miricepive methiod and thus
help cnsure the reprodugtive
health ol

Ihe others

wile
especilly the
poir are nal as Tortunale.”™ thi
SPPR declares
Uinderselivoled
ind without

Hiemployed
ICCESS 1o HEN
meetriceplives hiey end
with vmntended

while

pPregEnancies
s0mc
wrenching cxperience ol n
duced abortion v Hois 1l
sl b

I8 8 VIKious gy
cinonly end witl prop
spacing wildespr

M rCeplives
EOVErnment progr
V1l |
purchnsing
e und
JINLLETIrY

SUrvey sliow

pincies

undergir  the

FARM ROAD: President Macapagal-Arrovo, assisted by Agrarian Reform Secretary
Hernani Braganza, lowers a time capsule during the groundbreaking ceremony, of the
farm-to-market road project in Barangay Omagahan, Tabango, Leyte. Also in photo is
I'abango Mavor Bernardo Remandaban, (Malacaiiang photo)

CIVIL REGISTRARS CAN NOW
CORRECT ERRORS IN PUBLIC RECORDS

PERSONS whuost
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