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BAGUIO DUMPSITE
IN DANGER
OF COLLAPSE?
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P5 IN METRO MANILA

WILY BANDITS

DESPITE MILITARY OFFENSIVE ABU SAYYAF

TERRORISTS REMAIN AS ELUSIVE AS EELS

HE PHILIPPINES’ MAN-
POWER OF 5,000 FOOT

SOLDIERS, SUPPORTED BY

ATTACK HELICOPTERS, PLANES,

ARMORED VEHICLES AND
ARTILLERY ARE THROWN IN
THE HUNT FOR A SLIPPERLY
BUNCH OF HOSTAGE-TAKERS
WHO CALL THEMSELVES ABU
SAYYAF WHO HAVE MAN-
AGED TO MELT INTO THE LUSH
JUNGLE OF BASILAN ISLAND-
PROVINCE AND ISLAND-HOP
IN THE VAST SULU
ARCHIPELAGO.

e An editorial report

by ERIC S. GIRON

Lage

GMA'S DONATION: President Arroyo presents a check for PS0,000 to Juyelyn Daquer, wife of Dos Palmas cook Sonny
Diquer, who was beheaded by the Abu Sayyaf. The President met with (he families of the butchered Dos Palmas
employees during her visit to Puerto Princesa, Palawan last week. (Malacanang photo)
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whatever political motives the
Abu Sayyaf bandits have can-
not prosper with the use of
inhuman and criminal means.

Roman Catholic priesis in
Basilan's capital Isabela noted
*‘the humiliating military fi-
asco’’ and sought military
competence in  operaling
against the bandits from the
planning stage to field action.

Rather than buying home
appliances, St, Peter's Church
parish priest Cirilo Nacorda
advised his flock to stock up
on firearms instead to protect
themselves against the bandits.

Nine hostages escaped in
two batches of four and five.
Construction magnate Reghis
Romero I1 denied he paid P10
million for his freedom and
Maria Riza Santos, R Recio,
8, and sccurity guard Eldrin
Morales.

ANTI-CRIME
SUPERBODY

A crime-fighting super-body
is an illusion. Unless a group
of super heroes is in the comic
strips who possess extraordi-
nary powers can be assembled
into President Gloria Arroyo's

Where will the elite crime
fighters be recruited from but
the established Philippine
National Police, the National
Burcau of Investigation and the
local police forces? If there is
any distinction among the crime
busters, perhaps, a few are senl
as scholars 1o study the meth-
ods used by Scotland Yard or
the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation.

Other than specialized train-
ing, the government will have
to rely on natural talent, train-
ing and dedication of the law
enforcers.

The tyro is usually fired up
by ambition to do good, But
it does not take long aflter he
joins the force that he is ini-
tiated into the ordinary cop's
vicissitudes such as unwind-
ing after a day’s work booz-
ing al a pub or even the
neighborhood store. It won'l
take long before the new cop
on the block develops a pot-
belly from boozing and acquir-
ing the penny-ante mooching
of his korong (mulcting) col-
leagues.

And that is when the new
law enforcer loses his dedica-
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criminals where they belong.
The policeman then is trans-
formed into an undesirable
character rather than a dedi-
cated law enforcer.

How many policemen loday
have been accused or convicted
of crimes rather than they
bringing criminals to justice?
That depends on their system
of law, the integrity of their
superiors and again dedication.

CRIME RESURGES

President Arroyo said she
conceived of the anti-crime
superbody in view of resur-
gent kidnapping activities in
Metro Manila and in Basilan
and Sulu where the Abu Sayyaf
bandits operate,

Justice Sec. Hernando Perez
is tasked to formulate the
execulive order defining the
powers of the President's
superbody. He immediately
pinpointed the areas where
standing statutes could be
violated such as Republic Act
4200 or the anti-wiretapping
law, laws on the gathering of
information, and the conduct
of preliminary investigation by
any agency.

tigation as prescribed by lay
since it has its prosecutors. He
says the law invests that power
of preliminary investigation on
the justice department.

While reviewing and chang-
ing certain provisions in the
proposal for the superbody,
Perez says an executive order
will yet have to be drafted.
He emphasized, **We just want
to make sure it does not vio-
late any law."’

So much for superbodies.

. L] L]

POTENTIAL TRAGIC
SPOT PANDACAN

The Big Three oil refiner-
ics Petron, Shell and Caltex
located in the midst of a
populated area in Pandacan,
Manila could be the scene of
a future tragedy, a World
Health Organization experl
noted.

British consultant Aiden
Tasker Lynch of the Univer-
sity of the Philippines-Philip-
pine General Hospital cited a
ten-year study by cexperls
showed the clustering of petro-
chemical depots in Pandacan
pose the danger ol a big con-

Pandacan is close to a
hospital, a church and offices
at Malacanang which even a
minor explosion inside or
outside the depots can cause
a major tragedy.

Lynch cited the example of
San Juanico, Mexico in 1984
where an LPG (liquefied pe-
troleum gas) blast near an oil
depot caused the death of 1,000
people and 7,000 whose bod-
ies were burned, 3,000 of them
seriously. Some 65,000 lost
their homes to the fire.

e o o
BARGE HIJACKED
TO SULU

A Malaysian-flagged barge
was hijacked by gunmen off
Borneo and taken across the
border to the Turtle Island
group in the Sulu archipelago.
The hijackers were believed
hiding in Baguan island of the
Turtle group, it was reported
by AFP Southern Command
spokesman  Col Danilo
Servando

Although Sulu pirates could
have perpetrated the attack on
the vessel, Brig. Gen. Edilberto
Adan explained seizing vessels

Sulu area of Abu Sayyaf op-
erations.

SINOS PAY P400,000
RANSOM

Chinese businessmen
Dominador Ti and Jimmy Go
paid P400,000 ransom cerfain
Muslims Abe and Ruben liv-
ing Quiapo Muslim compound
for their freedom after being
held captive for three days.

The duvo kidnapped them
from their office at Masangkay
Street in Binondo Monday af-
ternoon. The police said they
had difficulty tracking down
the kidnappers.

STRAY BULLETS
KILL BOY

Ten-year-old schoolboy
Jester de la Cruz was walch-
ing a billiard game in a hall
at Moonwalk, Paranaque when
he was caught by a bullet in
the neck and another in the
head from a gun fired by Ryan
Cervantes, 20, who was ar-
rested. He was with the broth-
ers Ricky and Bong Chavez

concept of an anti-crime
superbody, the only thing '"su-
per’’

is 1ls name o battle

tion. With the loss of dedica-
tion goes the idealistic resolve
crime

Perez wants his Department
of Justice to retain the power
to conduct preliminary inves-

and to put

flagration which could affect
the residences close 1o Pasig
River.

is not the style of the Abu
Sayyaf bandits and Sandakan
is distant from the Basilan and

who fled and are still at large.
The boy de la Cruz died
enroute to the hospital

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 5, MANILA

EMIE ANG PABILLORE,
Petitioner,
Versus
CHARLES ALLAN WEBB
Respondent

CIVIL CASE NO. 0100932
For: Nullity of Marriage

SUMMONS

WHEREAS. on June 13, 2001, the Honorable AMALIA
R ANDRADE, Presiding Judge of this Courl, issued an
order in the above-enlitled case, which read: as follows

‘Accordingly and pursuant to Sec 15 Rule 14 of the
1897 Rules of Civil Procedure lel summons be served
upon the defendant, CHARLES ALLAN WEBB by publica-
lion in @ newspaper of general circulation lo be selected
through a raflle pursuant to P.D 1079

NOW. THEREFORE. respondent CHARLES ALLAN
WEBB is hereby summoned and required lo file wilh Ihe
Regional Trial Courl of Manila, Branch 5 his Answer lo the
Pelition for Nullity of Marriage filed against him by EMIE
ANG PABILLORE within 60-days from the dats of pub-
lication ol this Summons Serving copy thereol upon the
pelitioner EMIE ANG PABILLORE al 534 San Andres
S{. San Andres, Manila Upon failure on his part lo do
so as aloresaid. the herein pelition shall be referred 1o the
City Prosecutor ol Manila lor an mvestigalion o dater
mina whether of nol collusion exisls belwaen Ihe parlies
and lo intarvane for the Stale 1o see to |l thal Ihe evidence
submitted are not {

Lol ihis Summaons fogethar with a copy of the palilion
be published once al Ihe expense ol [ha Fatiioner in WE
FORUM, a newspaper 0l genaral ¢ o Likawise, pé
sopy of this Sum

in the Cenlral Fost Ollice

ricalea

Iitioner shall al her expense depc
mons &5 well as
paid and by regislered mall
CHARLES ALLAN WEESB
4301 While 5prings

37917 USA

ihe petilicn

3ssed (o
lasl known
Road Apt 130k

poslage pr
respondant
address al N¢
Knoxvilli

Manila

Ir:rlll'l‘..l.'l"l.'
Philippines, June 15, 2001
JESUSA I MANINGA
Clork o Cout
[y
504.) MEDERLYN P MANGALINDAN

Republic of the Philippines
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Branch 5, Manila

EMIE ANG PABILLORE,
Petitioner
versus CIVIL CASE NO
CHARLES ALLAN WEBB, For
Respondent

0100932
Declaration of
Nullity of Marriage

PETITION

COMES NOW. the pelitioner unto this Honorable Court
mosl respectfully alleges that

{ Petitioner 1s a Filipino. of legal age. wilh address al
934 San Andres St San Andres Manila while respondent
\s an American Citizen, ol legal age. marred with his |asl
known address being al 4301 White Spring Rd apt 1308
Knoxville, Tennessee 37917 USA,

2 Petilioner and respondeni metl somelime in 1997 in
Cagayan de Oro Cily in a party lendered by one of pelition-
ar's {riends and where the petitioner and respondenl was
one of the guest

3 Al the said parly, respondent who was a divorce
was smithen off by the peliioner Upon her return lo Manila
respondent courfed petitioner and visiled pelilioner daily for
ona week al het house in the cily

4 Because of respondent’s seeming sincerily as shown
by his persistence. pelilioner was convinced |hal respond-
enl indeed loved her For this reason. she accepled the love
offered to her and {hey became steadies

5 A week laler responden! proposed marriage and in
sisled that pelitioner was old enough to decide for hersell
He |hus asked pelitioner s parenls lor her hand in marrage
The consenl was evantually granied and therealler lhey con
in the Office ol Juslice
Ermita Manila
Asso
opy of their Marriage
Annex A

\racled matriage on March 6 1987
na lbay

smaony

omaia localed al Ma Orosa St

alemmized by Justice Ibay somera

ourl of Appeals

| eralp giipched as

Ater the marnage. the lwo honeymooned in Joward

Housa (n Manila lor one week Thereallar respond

thal he had to allend lo his

a and would /mmedialaly come

alling

ndanl asked

unlil his

iar than [wo weeks
- return

lrusting

owar 1
yeadly attar lwo w

har husband sadly saw him oll al the airpor
4 \wo waeks palilioner wailed al the pension house
bul there was never a word lrom tha respondent much
as he Bils pii
Was T ut pe I 'was |of
house and lranslerred to her lnands house

Waaks

respanden| Pealilionar &

espondent

ed Lo vacale lhe pension

the money lall by Ihe

wan! by and there was nafy a wortd
lallers were unansweled

When

andet

doned her and that he had no Intention to cohabiling with
her in the concepl ol marmiage

9 Since the middie of 1997 therefore. peliioner has not
had a news aboul responden! excep! when accidenially mel
a friend of her hushand and told her not te wail for him
anymore as he has no inlention of coming back lo her

10 Due 1o the very bnel cohabitation pelilioner and
respondeni did not have offsprings and neilher did they acquire
properties or obligations

11 That the acluations af the respondenl in abandoning
petitioner and lefusing to cohabil with her, nol 1o menlion
his failure to support her morally or financially, are mani:
festations of respondenl's immaturity, iresponsibility and
inability to have a full grasp of whal, a marriage Is and Is
unable to perfarm his marital obligations of loving, support-
ing and cohabiling with his wife The inability is pyschological
in nalure and grave and serous thal no effort on the parl
of the pelitioner lo reconcile and save thewr mamage would
even succeed Il is apparen! thal when respondent entered
into marnage with pelitioner, he had no infention of being
a husband 1o pelitioner in the true sense of the word

As a consequences, {he marriage of the pelitioner and
respondenl |5 one which 1S a sham and exisl in paper only
{hus void ab imitio under Al 36 of the Family Code

WHEREFORE. premises considered, 1l (s most respecl
lully prayed of this Honorable Coutl afler due hearing, lo
|ssue an order declarning Ihe marnage belween peliioner
and respondenl VOID AB INITIO due lo the psychological
incapacily of the respondent

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED

May 28 2001 Mamla Philippines

(Sad 1 EMIE ANG PABILLORE
Fetitioner

VERIFICATION AND AFFIDAVIT
OF NON-FORUM SHOPPING

NTS

hereby depose

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRES
| Emie Ang Pabillore, under oath
1 Thal

and that Ihe contenis thereo! are frue and correct o the bes!

am |he petitioner in Ihe abov litled pehition
ol my parsonal knowledge and information

9 Thal Ihere [s no pending casae involving the same
Supreme (

al and that she

cause ol aclion belore the ourl, Court-ol Appeal
at any governmenl agency of |
that 8 case Involving similar c a ol aclion 15 il

Courl ol Appeals or any govarnman

Ihe Supreme ( |
agency o (nb
live (5) days (herefrom

IN WITNESS WHEREOH
this 28 day ol May 2001 al Mania

| underiake to inform the G

| here unto allix my

Fhilipping

Sad | EMIE ANG PABILLI

ourl within

0OATH
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO belore me this
28th day of May, 2001 at Manila Philippines. the affiant
having exhibited to me her CCT ____ Issued
al an
WITNESS MY HAND Af?l) SEAL

ATTY, JOSEC §
Doc No. 42 NOTARY PUBLIC
Page No. 10 UNTIL DEC. 31, 2001
HBook No. 33 TAN 8175:731-5
Series of 2001 OTR DO65R06 1-2-2001

TAYO

ANNEX A
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Even in this day and age when text messages can

summon thousands of people to oust a president,

problems from a Spanish colonial past continue

to haunt the Philippines’ 15 million indigenous

peoples. From the time Ferdinand Magellan

planted a cross on the island of Limasawa

to the time Joseph Estrada vacated Malacafiang,

the path towards self-determination has virtually

been a dead-end for tribal Filipinos. Now,

however, with the government of Gloria

Macapagal Arroyo, the IPs seem to have

a chance at reclaiming or at least holding on

to what’s left of their ancestral domain.

VEN in this day and age when text mes-
sages can summon thousands of people to
oust a president, problems from a Spanish
colonial past continue to haunt the Philip-

pines’

From the time Magellan
planted & cross on the island
of Limasawa to the time Presi-
dent Estrada vacated Malaca
fnang, the path fowards self-
determination has virtually
been a dead-end for tribal
Filipinos

The history books tell the
story. Spanish colonization
imposed the Regalian doctrine
on the archipelago. The doc-
trine, in trn, imposed stale
authority over lands and natu-
ral resources that had belonged
to the indigenous peoples
centuries before the arrival of
the Spaniards. Having no
written titles to their ances-
tral lands, the natives became
squatters in their own domains.

From then on, the doctrine
was implicitly embedded
through the decades in three
versions of the Philippine
Constitution. This precluded
customary laws from being
accommodated within the of-
ficial national legal system of
property rights largely inspired
by the Western world.

It took ten years before the
Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Act
became a law. Republic Act
8371 of 1997 -- the IPRA for
short - was supposed to punch
holes into the airtight national
legal system.

It was supposed 1o serve
as an antidote to the dominant
system of ownership that ob-
scured or even nullified the
rightful claim of indigenous
peoples to their ancestral
domains. It was also meant (o
arrest the massive encroach-
ment of big business on their
lands where the government,
more often than not, serves as
facilitator of such corporate
interests.

But IPRA was nipped in the
bud. Barely a year after its
passage, relired Supreme Court
Justice [sagani Cruz with law-
yer Cesar Europa filed on
September 28, 1998 a pelition
before the Supreme Court
questioning the constitutionality
of certain provisions of the
law. Suddenly, the. problem

15 million indigenous peoples.

went back again to its Castil
ian origin. The Regalian doc-
Irine was once again used o
stifle the rights of indigenous
pcoples to their ancestral
domain

Basing his argument on the
doctrine, Cruz asseried that the
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WILL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES FINALLY

GET A FAIR DEAL IN THE GMA ADMINISTRATION?

: by ANNIE RUTH S. SABANGAN

IPRA violates the state's
ownership of public lands and
natural resources by granting
indigenous peoples rights over
these lands.

REGALIAN DOCTRINE
A HISTORICAL
FALLACY

Bul [or ethnic communities
and environmental groups, the
Regalian doctrine was nothing
but & historical fallacy. As
cxplained by Atty. Marvic
Leonen, executive director of
the Legal Rights and Natural
Resources Center, Cruz's as-
sumptions about the docirine
“fare not supported by our legal
and political history. "

Leonen argued that IPRA
**does not involve any abdi-
calion of State prerogatives...
but rather initiates procedures
for rectifying long-standing
injustices suffered by indig-
enous peoples. As such, it
ennobles the state by its be-
latedly but profoundly signifi-
cant acknowledgement that
some laws are not rooted in
the colonial past, but originate
and endure in our indigenous
heritage. '

The most authoritative in-
terpretation of the Regalian
doctrine's historical fallacy,
according to Leonen, is found
in the 1909 decision of Caririo

V. Insular Government.

The decision implies that
the Regalian doctrine is not
applicable to the lands that
were already in the hands of
indigenous communities even
before the Spamish coloniza-
tion. Thus, it is anachronistic
to deem these lands as part of
the public domain and to jux-
tapose the authority of the Stale
in owning these lands as cus-
lomary laws el ownership
antedate the Regalian doclrine.

In the 1909 decision, the
United States Supreme Court,
led by eminent jurist Oliver
Wendell Homes, stated, *‘It
might perhaps be proper and
sufficient to say that when, as
far back as lestimony or
memory goes, the land has
been held by individuals un-
der a claim of private owner-
ship, it will be presumed to
have been held in the same
way from before the Spanish
cenquest, and never to have
keen public land.”’

The decision was later
udepted in several other cases
on land ownership. In the 1949
case of Oh Cho v. Director of
land, the court qualified that
““all lands that were not ac-
quired from the Government,
cither by purchase or grant,
belong to the public domain.
An exception (o the rule would
be any land thal should have

been in the possession of an
occupant and of his predeces-
sors in interest since time
immemorial, for such posses-
sion would justify the presump-
tion that the land had never
been part of the public domain
or that it had been a private
property even before the Span-
ish conquest."’

THE FUTILITY OF
IMPLEMENTING IPRA
UNDER THE ESTRADA

ADMINISTRATION

As Cruz' petition question-
ing the IPRA was being consid-
cred by the Supreme Court,
the Estrada administration was
doing its own work Lo ensure
that the implementers of the
law would not be able to per-
form their duty.

The National Commission
on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP),
the agency exclusively man-
dated by law to promote and
protect the rights and well-
being of indigenous peoples
and the recognition of their
rights to their ancestral do-
mains was incapacitated by the
government in a series of
orders issued by Estrada.

On July 17, 1998, just two
weeks after Estrada assumed
the presidency, he deprived the
NCIP and its IP representa-
tives of their mandate. This

was when, through Memoran-
dum Order No. 5, he desig-
nated Atty. Donna Gasgonia,
the Presidential Assistant for
Poverty Alleviation, to take
charge of coordinating and
acting on all matters pertinent
to the indigenous people's
sector, including the implemen-
tation of IPRA and the appoint-
ments to the commission

NCIP became a certified
lame duck when, through
Memorandum Order 21 of
September 21, 1998, Estrada
ordered the Department of
Budget and Managemen! Lo
withheld the release of funds
1o the commission excepl for
payments of salaries of the rank
and file employees of the
defunct Office of the North-
ern Cultural Communities and
the Office of the Southern
Cultural Communities.

Memorandum Circular No,
20, issued on November 26,
1998, also did nol recognize
the agency's mandate or even
i1s cxistence. Instead of releas-
ing funds to the NCIP for the
selection of an IP representa-
tive in the National Anti-Pov-
erly Commission, Estrada put
the money in the Department
of Enviremment and Natural
Resources (DENR),

Also, a review of Estrada's
IP-related execulive orders that
ware issued after the IPRA was

challenged in court, shows that
the Estrada administration
avoided anything that would
strengthen the recognition of
indigenous peoples' claims
over ancestral domains.

These include EO 111 (June
15, 1999) that confined IP
issues to ecotourism; EO 114
(Junc 28, 1999) that only
mentioned the inclusion of the
Cordilleras and Region 2 in
the Northwest Luzon Growth
Quadrangle; EO 129 (July 24,
1999) on land administration
and management; and EO 225
(June 15, 2000) on address-
ing rural poverty through the
conservation, protection and
development of natural re-
SOuUrces.

As a consequence, no sin-
gle certificate of ancestral
domain title was issued by the
Estrada administration to fully
recognize the indigenous peo-
ples’ claims over at least 2.5
million hectares of ancestral
lands.

After effectively crippling
the NCIP, on February 10,
2000, "Estrada created the
Presidential Task Force on
Ancestral Domains to effec-
tively take over the NCIP's
functions.

Strangely, Estrada did not
do the same to the Philippine

(Page 9, please)
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Republic of the Philippines
REGICMAL TRIAL COURT
Second Judicial Region

BRANCH 09
Aparril

ELIZABETH STACY SISON, et al,
Plamtitts
versus
REBECCA CASTRO STACY,
Delendants

CIVIL CASE NO, 09593

X
ORDER

This is a continuation of heating on the motion to admit
Amended Complant filed by the plaintiffs, through counsel
Atty. Placido Sabban appeared for the plantiffs, while Atty
Cicero Elizaga appeared for the defendants. Atty. Sabban stated
that last hearing, the Court requested the parties to submn
Memoranda on the issue of whether or not the Court may
resolve questions of ownership i a partition proceeding

Atty, Sabban told the Court that he has alrady liled plaintff's
memorandum. He cited the case of Rogue v& Intermediate
Appellate Court 165 SCRA page 118 to bolster his view that
the Court has the authority to resolve the 1ssue of ownership
The rationale of the decision is that the Court may resolve the
question of ownership among the co-hers in a partition pro
ceeding to prevent multiplicity of suits

On the other hand, Atty Cicero Elizaga cited two cases
decided by the Supreme Court lending to show that a sepa
rate action Is necessary to resolve question ol ownership. The
Court agreed with the view of plaintiffs’ counsel and admitted
the amended complamt filed by the plamtiff However, Atty
Sabban manifested that the case may nol be sel for pre-trial
al this ime considering that the other defendants will have
to be served with summons

Earlier, the Court granted the motion filed by the plantiff
to serve summons by publication Accordingly, upon motion
of the plantiftfs, the Court ordered that the publicatien maybe
elfected i specified places but the plaras should ke m Metra
Manila snd in the province of Cagayan and that the publication
should be for three (3) consecutie weeks

WHEREFORE, the pre trial of this case is temporarily
suspended lo awad the report of the plaintiffs as to compli
ance of the Order approving the service of summons by
pubhcation

S0 ORDERED.

Aparri, Cagayan, 04 May 2001

(Sgd.) VIRGILIO M ALAMEDA
Acting Presiding Judge

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURY
Second Judiclial Region

BRANCH 09
Aparri

ELIZABETH STACY SISON, FENLEY
STACY, ALFRED STACY, CARLDS
STACY, ADELA STACY GORDSPE,
FLORENDO SACLAYAN, JR., BEVERLY
SACLAYAN, MARLYN SACLAYAN, NEL
SACLAYAN, VIRGINIA STACY,
DUMAGUIT, HENRY STACY, JA.,
DOROTHY STACY AND WALTER
STACY, JR.,
Plamtiffs,

Versus CIVIL CASE NO. 09-583
REMEDIOS STACY AMBROSIO,
CATHERINE STACY DAGUNA, For
LILIAN STACY, JOSIE STACY, DECLARATION OF
EDWIN STACY, VERNON NULLITY OF TITLES
STACY, JR., JANET STACY, AND DEEDS WITH
RICHARD FOSTER, HENRY PARTITION AMD
FOSTER and LEO AGBISIT RECONVEYANGE

Detendants OF SHARES

X

SUMMONS
Te
Catherine Stacy Daguna
Pummun, Gattaran, Cagayan

Lilian Stacy
Dummun, Galtaran, Casayan

Edwin Stacy
Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan
Josie Stacy
Dummun, Gattaran, Camayan
Vernon Stacy, Jr
Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan
Janel Stacy
Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan

GREETINGS
You are hereby required to file within a periou of net less

than sixty (60) days from notice of the Order, with this Court
your Answer to the Complaint, copy of which is herewith served
upon you, and likewise to serve a copy of your Answer upon
the plaintifls

If you fail to answer within the time prescribed above, judg
ment by default will be taken against you for reliel demanded
n the Complaint

WITNESS THE HONORABLE VIRGILIO M. ALAMEDA, Acting
Presiding Judge of this Court, this 23rd day of May 2001

{Sgd ) NORA B MEDINACELI
Clerk of Courl V

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Second Judicial Region

BRANCH 09
APARRI, CAGAYAN

ELIZABETH STACY SISON, FENLEY
STACY, ALFRED STACY, CARLOS
STACY, ADELA STACY GOROSPE,
FLORENDO SACLAYAN, JR., BEVERLY
SACLAYAN, MARLYN SACLAYAN, NEL
SACLAYAN, VIRGINIA STACY,
DUMAGUIT, HENRY STACY, JR.,
DOROTHY STACY AND WALTER
STACY, JR.,

Plaintiffs,

Versus CIVIL CASE NO. 09-593
REMEDIDS STACY AMBROSIO,
CATHERINE STACY DAGUNA,
LILIAN STACY, JOSIE STACY,
EOWIN STACY, VERNON
STACY, JR., JANET STACY
RICHARD FOSTER, HENRY
FOSTER and LEQ AGBISIT,

Delendants
i X

DECLARATION OF
NULLITY OF TITLES
AND DEEDS WITH
PARTITION AND
RECONVEYANCE

OF SHARES

AMENDED COMPLAINT

PLAINTIFFS, by counsel, unto this Court, resp ctlully state
that

1. Plaintiffs, with their respective personal crcumstances,
are as follows

Elizabeth Stacy Sison (5 of age, Filipino, widow, residing at
Brgy. Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan,

Fenley Stacy i of age, Filipino, married, with address at
Alaska, U.SA,

Atfred “tacy s of age, Filipmo, marned, with address at
Alaska, USA

Carlos Stacy Is of age, Filipino, married, with address at
Hawai, U.SA

Adela Stacy Gorospe 15 of age, Filipno, marned, with ad
dress at Project 7, Quezon City, Metro Manila;

Florendo Saclayan Jr s of age, Filipmo, with address at
Brgy. Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan;

Beverly Saclayan 15 of age, Filipne, single, with address at
Brgy. Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan,

Marlyn Saclayan 5 ol age, Filipno, single, with address at
Brgy. Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan,

Nel Saclayan & of age, Filipino, smgle, with address at Brgy
Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan;

Virgmia Stacy Dumaguit 15 of age, Fillpino, marned, residing
al Brgy Calacagan Dakkel Gattaran, Cagayan

Dorothy Stacy = ol age, Filipino, single, with address at
California, U S.A

Walter Stacy Jr s ol ame, Filpino, married, with address
at Hawaii, U.S A

2. Defendants. with thew respective personal crcumstances,
are as loliows:

Remedios Stacy Ambrosio is of age, Filipino, married, with
address at Brgy. Dummun, Gatlaran, Cagayan;

Catherine Stacy Daguna is ol age, Filipino, married,
address at Brgy. Dummun, Galtaran, Cagayan;

Lilian Stacy 15 of age, Filpino, marital status unknown, with
address at Brgy Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan

Jose Stacy is ol age, Filipmo, mantal status unknown, with
address at Brgy Dummun, Sattaran, Cagayan

Edwin Stacy s of age, Filipino, married, with address at
Brgy. Dummun, Galtaran, Cagayan,

Vernon Stacy Jr s of age, Filipino, married, with address
at Brgy. Dummun, GaMaran, Cagayan,

Janel Stacy 15 of age, Filipino, marital status unknown, with
address at Brgy. Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan,

Richard Foster is of age, Filipmo. marmed. with address at
Brgy. Dummun, Gattaran Cagayan;

Howard Foster is of age, Filiping, matried, with address at
Brgy. Dummun, Gattaran, Cagayan

Leo Aghisit iz of age, Fillpino, single, with given address al
Centro Sur, Gattaran, Cagayan,

Said defendants may be served with summons and olhet proc
ndicaled above,

3. The spouses Walter Stacy and Eugenia Conde are already
deceased, the Tormer having died in August 15, 1939 and the
lalter on January 12, 1972,

4, The deceased spouses Walter Stacy and Eugenta Conde
were survived by thew legilimate children, namely: Brigido Stacy
who died n 1977, Vernon Stacy who died in 1989 Helen Stacy,
deceased; Garlrudiz Stacy, deceased: Henry Stacy St who died
in 1996; and plantll Walter Stacy Jr

with

5 Brigido Stacy was survived by his children and grand-
children who are some of the named plantiffs heremn, namely:
Fenley Stacy, Alfred Stacy, Elizabeth Stacy Sison, Carlos Stacy,
and Adela Stacy Gorospe. Florendo Saclayan, Beverly Saclayan,
Nel Saclayan and Marlyn Saclayan;

6. Henry Stacy Sr. was survived by his wife Lucia Castro
and children who are named plaintiffs herein, namely: Virginia
Stacy Dumaguit, Henry Stacy Jr., and Dorothy Stacy,

7. Vernon Stacy was survived by the herein defendants who
are his children, namely. Remedios Stacy Ambrosio, Catherine
Stacy Daguna, Lillan Stacy, Josie Stacy, Edwm Stacy. Vernon
Stacy Jr., and Janet Stacy:

8. The spouses Walter Stacy and Eugenia Conde left the
following properties al the time of their death:

8.a "A parcel of land lot no. 197 (of the cadastral survey
of Gattaran) situated in the municipality of Gattaran, province of
Cagayan, covered by Original Certificate of Title No. 16807 and
containing an area of 8,797 sq.m., more of less, with reason
able assessed value of P9,730.00;"

8.b. “A parcel of land lot no. 198 (of the cadastral survey
of Gattaran) situated in the municipality of Gattaran, province of
Cagayan, covered by Original Certificate of Title No. 16807 and
containing an area of 80,325 sq.m. more of less, with reason
able assessed value of P5,270.00;"

8.c. "A parcel of land lot no. 201 (of the cadastral survey
of Gattaran) situated in the municipality of Gattaran. province of
Cagayan, covered by Onginal Certilicate of Title No, 16807 and
containing an area of 7,825 sqm more or less, with reasonable
assessed value of P4,340.00,"

8.d. "A parcel of land lot no. 202 (of the cadastral survey
of Gattaran) situated in the municipality of Gattaran, province of
Cagayan, covered by Original Certificate of Title No. 16807 and
containing an area of 10,410 sq.m., more of less, with reason
able assessed value of P6,930.00;"

8.e. "A parcel of land lot no. 203 (of the cadastral survey
of Gattaran) situated in the municipality of Gattaran, prevince of
Cagayan, covered by Original Certificate of Title No 16807 and
containing an area of 73,974 sqm, more of less, with reason
able assessed value of P41,040.00,"

81 "“A parcel of land lot no 204 (of the cadastral survey
of Gattaran) situated n the mumicipality of Gattaran, province of
Cagayan, covered by Original Certilicate of Title No 16807 nd
containing an area ol 79,781 sqm., more or less, with reason
able assessed value of P48,670.00,"

8.g. "A parcel of land lol no. 200 (of the cadastral survey
of Gattaran) situated in the municipality of Gattaran, province of
Cagayan, covered by Tax Declaralion No. 4173 and conlaining
an area of 63,400 sq.m. (63400 ha.), more or less, with rea
sonable assessed value of P16,700.00;"

8.h A parcel of land cadastral lot no 1731 (of the cadastral
survey of Gattaran) situated m the municipality of Gattaran, province
of Cagayan, covered by Original Certilicate of Title No 16807
and containing an area of 54,303 sqm, more or less, with
reasonable assessed value of P33,770.00;

9 The deceased Eugenia Conde. during her lifetime, sold
a portion of Lot No. 197 of Ornigmal Certificate of Title No. 16807
to Noirnz hirade and the other remaining portion to Luis Suyo,

10. Vernon Stacy caused the fraudulent transfer of Lot No
1731 under Original Certificate of Title No 17188 on February
17, 1987 by his execution of an affidavil of sell adjudication as
the sole living child and heir of Waller Stacy

11, The fraudulent adjudication by Vernon Stacy of the
atorementioned property made it possible for him to ask lor the
cancellation of Oniginal Certificate of Title No 17188 and for the
issuance of Transfer Certilicate of Title No. T-73503 m hiz name
on July 27, 1988,

12 Consequently, the plaintiffs were deprived of their right
ful shares on Lot No. 1731 under Original Certificate of Title No
17188;

13. Vernon Stacy subsequently filed a pelition on December
17, 1981 to another lot docketed as Cad, Case No 41, Lot No
200, cad. 272, in the Municipal Ceurt of Gattaran, Cagayan
presided by the Hon. Romarice Agbisit by making it appear that
plaintiff Henry Stacy, Jr and his wife Marissa Guzman, Leo
Agbisit and himsell were petitioners for the issuance ol a decres
over the lot covered under Tax Declaration No. 4173, a property
owned by Walter Stacy and Eugennia Conde durmg their Ife
time;

14, While the above petition was pending on December 7,
1982, Vernon Stacy executed a Quilclaim Deed Of A Parcel Of
Land before the Hon. Romarico Agbisit whereby he ceded, rans
ferred and conveyed all his rights and inlerests in favor of his
son Edwin Stacy and Leo Agbisit, the son of presiding judge
Hon Romarico Agbisit

15, It was |ikewise declared m the Quitclaim Deed Of A
Parcel Of Land that the rights and interests of herein plantift
Henry Stacy, Jr., were waived and renounced in faveor of Vernon
Stacy although there was no showing that the said Henry Stacy,
Jr, was ever a party to the dead,

16. Edwin Stacy was substituled to Vernan Stacy in an Order
15sued by the abeve Courl on December 7, 1982 after the filing
of a molion for substitution on the same day,

17. The above Courl approved the subdivision ol Lol No
200, cad. 272, on March 7, 1983 into two lols, namely Lot
No, 200-A for Leo Agbisit and Lot No 200-B for Edwmn Stacy

18, Likewise, the above Courl ordered the Register of Deeds
lo issue lo Leo Agbisit and Edwin Stacy the corresponding tilles
over Lot No. 200, cad 272

19 Edwin Stacy ceded, transterred and conveyed Lot No
200 B to his brothers in law Richard Foster and Howard Foster;

20, Plaintifts were deprived of thew rightful shares over the
lot covered under Tax Declaration No. 4173 which was even

tually titled i the names of defendants Leo Agbist, Richard
Foster and Howard Foster;

21. It is imperative for the Court to déclare the nullity of
all proceedings, including the titles and deeds resulting thereof,
leading to the conveyance of interests to and the issuance of
titles in the names of Leo Agbisit, Richard Foster and Howard
Foster because plaintiffs were deprived of their rightful shares
over the lot covered under Tax Declaralion No. 4173,

22. Defendants Leo Agbisit, Richard Foster and Howard
Foster had laken possession of portions of the lot covered
under Tax Declaration No 4173 and they are now affpropri
aling to themselves, to the exclusion of platiffs, the product
ol said portion of property,

23, Defendants rcfused the partition of all the lots cov
ered under Origmal Certificate of Title No. 16807 and that
plaintiffs and defendants reman as co-owners thereto;

24. Defendant Rebecca Castro Stacy is presently in pos
session of the owner's duplicate copy of Orignal Cerlificate
of Title No. 16807;

25. The plantiffs deswe the partition between them and
defendants of all the above propeities left by the spouses
Walter Stacy and Eugenia Conde;

26. Plaintiffs requested of the defendants that all the
mentioned properties In paragraph 8 be amicably partitioned
between them by mulual agreement, but the defendants re
fused and continue to refuse to do so;

27. Defendants have acted in gross and evident bad faith
in refusing to satisty the plantitfs’' valid, st and demandable
claims and that such refusal has lorced said plamtiffs to engage
the services of a counsel to assert thewr claim in this case for
a lee of PS0,000 00 as attorney's lees; P10,000.00 as ac
ceptance lees; and, P2 000.00 as honorarium for every ap
pearance of counsel in courl,

28, Plantiffs have incurred and that they will continue to
incur other Iitigation expenses which will be proven m the
course of the trial of this case

PRAYER

PREMISES ABOVE CONSIDERED, it Is respectiully asked ol
the Court lo

1. Order the cancellation of Transter Cerlificate of Title No
1-73503 Issued in the name o! Vernon Stacy,

2. Order the cancellation ol Tilles over the lof covered by
Tax Declaration No. 4173 (Lol No 200, cad. 272) issued in
favor ol delendanis Leo Agbisit, Richard Foster and Howatd
Foster;

3. Declare &s null and vold all Individual acts and deeds
peflovmed by the deceased Vernon Stacy and delendanis Lea
Agbisit, Edwin Stacy, Richard Foster, and Howard Foster ovel
lots covered under Transfer Certificale of Title No. T-73503
and Tax Declaration Mo. 4173 (Lol No 200, cad 272),

4 Direct the partition of @l tha lots covered under Original
Certiticate of Title No. 16807, Transter Cerliticate ol Title No
[-73503, and Tax Declaration No. 4173 (Lot No 200, cad
272) among all the heirs of the deceased Waller Stacy and
tugenia Conde;

5 Order Ihe delendants te pay plainlills the lollowing fees
ol counsel: P50,000.00 & attorpey’s lees, P10,000.00 as
acceptance lees;, and, P2 00000 as honorarium loe every
appearance ol counsel In court,

i Direct the delendants lo reimburse unto plaintills the
Iitigation expenses as may be duly proven In this case,

7. Granl such other just and equitable reliel as may be
proper under the premises

Tuguegarao City, Cagayan lor Aparri, Cagayan 05 Febru
ary 2001

(Sgd.) PLACIDO M. SABBAN

Counsel lor Plaintitts

81 Tamt Streel, Tuguegarao City, Cagayan
IBP OR#490416 / 01-30.01
PTH ORMO4B6966 / Tug Cag
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¢ 04-26-00

Elizabetn Stacy Sison, alter Deing sworm In accordance
wilh law, deposes and says: Thal she s ong ol (he plaintiits
in this case! lhal she has caused the preparalon ol the same
Ihat she has read Ihe contents thereol and Ihat the diegations
therein are rue and correct of her knowledye and beliegl

Further, she has nol thereto commenced any other sclion
involving the same Issues In the Supreme Courl, o the Courl
01 Appeals o different divisions thereol, of any olher lnbunal
of agency, and Il there Is such olher action or proceeding, of
should she therealter learn that a similar aclion of proceeding
has been lled or Is pending belote the supreme Courl, of the
Court Of Appeals of ditlerent divisions thereol, of any tribunal
o agency, she undertakes 1o promptly inform the aloresald
Courts or tribunal o agency ol such facl within live (51 diys
inereliom

(SO0 LHZabitn
Plamtin

SUBSCRIBED and sworn Dotore me [0S LAt day of Feb
fuary 2001, alfianl personally appeaed and she exhibiled e
Comm. Tax Carl

Stacy Sison

issued o

(S04 ) PLAGIDD M, SABEAN
My Coimission Exphies Dec 31
P OREDABHUBL + Tug, Ly

Uoc No. 284
I"age No: 74
Book No. Il

seiies ol 2001
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The fetish to behead

ALOME in the Bible performed the dance of the

seven veils before her mother Herodias’ second husband

Antipas and asked from him for the head of John
the Baptist on a platter.

On radio Mindanao Network, arrogant bandit mouth-
piece Abu Sabaya dared the Arroyo government authori-
-ties to find the decapitated head of hostage Californian
Guillermo Sobero in Tuburan town of Basilan island province
‘‘or the dogs may beat you to it.”

‘““We have executed Sobero as a gift to the country on
Independence Day,’’ the bandit bragged. ‘‘You must
remember that we have beheaded many people before.’’

The idea of government troops and the Basilan gov-
ernment searching for the decapitated head of Sobero in
Basilan is as ridiculous as the overwhelming military force
scouring Basilan for the 20 persons seized by Abu Sayyaf
bandits form Dos Palmas beach resort in Puerto Princesa,
Palawan and transferred by metorbeats to Basilan.

President Gloria Arroyo at Malacafang said the cold-
blooded murder of the American Sobero if true only
strengthens her resolve to decimate the Abu Sayyaf hos-
tage-takers who do not hesitate to kill their helpless captives
if ransom is not paid them. But of course the troops have
to find the criminals with their captives.

The Abu Sayyaf set the trend in executions by behead-
ing the helpless captives like security guard Armando Yasona,
who was found with Sonny Dacquer with their bodies
decemposing at Bulatingin village of Lamitan in Basilan.
They were among the 20 held hostage from Dos Palmas
resert.

The Abu Sayyaf fetish to decapitate people goes back
to the time the bandits seized 53 school children and teachers
with Fr. Roel Gallardo from Sumisip and Tuburan el-
ementary schools in Basilan and released 26 of them. Of
the 27 detained, male teachers Dante Uban and Nelson
Enriquez were beheaded.

Father Gallardo and teacher Ruben Democrito were
tortured by pulling out their toenails with pliers. Two of
four Zamboanga schoolmarms escaped. But Annabelle
Mendoza and Edith Lumano were scythed on both arms
and in the body before they were shot dead. Some 15 of
the school children had harrowing experiences in captivity
by the bandits.

While crossing a river, the bandit captors had a firefight
with the pursuing troops. Cristy Vergara was shot in the
arm and her log was fractured by a bullet. Shrapnel lodged
in Evelyn Cachuela’s spinal chord has paralyzed her body
for life. There were other victims of the bandit atrocities
which have left scars in Basilan.

Of late the search for the decapitated torso of Sobero
led the troops to the discovery of two headless bodies
identified as those of Muslim religious persons Muhaymin
Latip and Sammy Muarip at barangay Kamalig in Tipo-
Tipo. A third person reported beheaded turned up alive
with two hostages who fled their captors.

EDITORIAL

Hubris

PRIDE before the fall, that’s what it
means.

Now that they have fallen, these two
proudest and most arrogant senators must
have already realized that, like you and
me, theirs are feet of clay and power is
fleeting. Even the seemingly invincible
Dictator Marcos, who loudly refused to
die, fell. As the Geod Beok says of Lucifer
(now Satan) and the rebellious angels (now
demons), how the mighty are fallen!

There’s no substitute for humility. The
“‘great’” men of this werld (in quotation
marks because, strictly speaking, only god
1s great) have one common denominator,
humility.

As | see it, Erap lacked it and GMA
has already shown signs she needs it very
badly.

EEERXE

I’ve said it repeatedly here, and I
say it again: There’s so much double
standard in our judicial system.

Look at how Enrile, Honasan and
Maceda are laughing, just as Imeldific
has been laughing all these years! Latest
news has it that the GMA administra-
tion is planning to drop the rebellion
charges against the three. If these
‘‘great’” men were you and men, ordi-
nary mortals, we are either rotting in

ONE’S WORTH

some overcrowded jail or already dead.
Like Echegaray, whom Erap didn’t
pardon. Today, Erap’s supposed to be
in jail, and what a “‘jail’' he’s been to!
VMMC, Camp Crame, Fort Sto.
Domingo in air-conditioned rooms! Next:
Back to Malacanang Palace?
EEETE

Does ABS-CBN management know that
one of its star announcers has been utiliz-
ing her positien as a truncheon against anyone
whom she doesn’t like? Or has management
given its consent? !

It's been my misfortune to have heard
this woman, singly or with another presump-
tuous, arrogant blabbermouth (good heay-
ens, he's now a congressman!), as it has
probably been yours.

I just can't understand why there are many
broadcasters like this woman (one broad-
sheet calls hera w__ ), and men like
our new congressman -- and this incoming
senator whose only qualification, it seems,
is his voice and his pompadour,

We 'Forum
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OPINION

PEOPLE NIX ERAP HOUSE ARREST BID

DECENT Filipinos hail the Sandigan-
bayan's rejection of ousted President Estrada's
bid to be placed under house arrest. This
decision is consistent with the ruling 1o deny
the disgraced president any special treat-
ment.

It is the people's view that this is in line
with the legal process toward a speedy, fair
and just trial of Erap’s plunder case and
allowing him the privilege of house arrest
is the same a setting him free.

Our people cannot and will never forget
that Erap is an accused plunderer. They
demand that Erap stay in jail and face the
criminal charges against him.

EE 2 0

Our people will never forget that when
Estrada was being tried at the Senate impeach-
ment court, 11 senators betrayed the truth by
voling against the opening of the vital enve-
lope believed to contain conclusive evidence
against him.

Erap and his cronies surely have their way
1o get out of jail — from jucteng money alone,
the lord of jueteng lords must be very con-
fident that he can casily beat the plunder raps
initiated by various groups of decent Filipinos
who demonstrated in People Power 2 which
ousted Erap from (he presidency

Erap is legally sheliered by former Senator
Rene Saguisag and his corps of shyster law
yers who arc wont o twist the truth and the
legal process for Erap's convenience

Thus Erap and his cronies continue Lo hold
vast cconomic and political power that they
arc abusing in their lavor o seck their selfish
ends.

kR k

At the rate public disorder 1s on lhe rise
all over the country, it would no! be improb-
able that somewhere somehow a sinister plol
is likely being hatched to destabilize our political
situation toward another critical point.

The buzz all over town is that this scenario
is being mapped out by certain groups urging
fanatic followers of disgraced President Erap
to rally other diehard pro-EDSA masa [rom
most cities and the provinces to stage another
and more explosive EDSA 4 upheaval to re-
store their ousted leader back to power.

Amply funded by corrupt elements among
the political elite which had been disenchanted
by President Arroyo’s egalitarian policies, the
destabilization scheme may nol have a moral
basis but certainly can provide a lot of rea-
sons to arouset the blind loyalty of the masa

to Erap to pursue their personal interests.
EERER

The Arrfoyo administration is alarmed over
the impact of the serics of Abu Sayyal activi-
ties in Mindanao on the government efforts to
project the Philippines as a haven lor both
forcign investors and lourists.

“Any bad news,” says Trade and Industry
Secretary Manuel Roxas 11, “will always be
reflected on investor interest and confidence
in the country,”

Despite the series of lerroristic activities
in the South, Roxas says the government will
have to undertake effort in rebuilding the
country's profile as a feasiblec imvestment sile
in Asia after the currency melt-down in 1997,

Roxas says the government sheuld continue
to pursue the peace and order negetiations on
an all-out-war initiative. Meanwhile, Roxas says
that the nation's investment and trade mission
in Europe is having dilficulty addressing the
issue over the spate of violent incidents in
Mindanao.

ExkEw

The impact of the recent fuel price hike
which was triggered by the increase in the
production overhead of oil [irms should be
minimal as far as the cost ol prime commodi

lies are concerned,

Roxas says local manufacturers assured the
government that they will continue to hold off
any price increase despite the recent oil price
hike and the weakening of the peso against the
dollar.

This scenario, we take it, will all depend
on the capacity of local manufacturers to absorb
the rise in fuel pump prices.

L2223 3

The Arroyo government is deeply concerned
with the mushrooming population which con-
tinues to pose as 4 crucial challenge against
its agenda for poverty alleviation as its major
thrust of governance.

As of the latest count reaching from the
National Statistics Office, the country’s popu-
lation has reached 75.3 million.

What is most worrisome as far as Malacanang
1s concerned 1s not the rapid population growth

but the ability of the national economy to support
this growing number of people.

With the Philippines posting the highest
population growth in Southeast Asia, the Arroyo
administration will have to work harder to bring
up our nation's economic progress so thal we
will always be ahead of our population growth.

LR 2

With our current average growth rate of
2.3 percent will have to be reduced, there-
fore, to avoid the doubling of our population
from 73.5 million to 140 million in 2025.

Boiled down to simple terms three babies
are born every minute in this country (or some
1.6 million of them yearly). This problem is
not unique to the Philippines alone because
some 300,000 babies are also born every day
around the world,

Half of these babies are born in Asia and
a majority of them are from poor under-de-
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DATELINE:
MANILA

veloped nations. World population has hit the
six billion high mark last year and this trend
keeps soaring by an average of 80 million
annually,

Meanwhile, population experlts say that the
booming world population not only puls a strain
on the limited resources of many countries but
also imperils the health of children and women
in nations with little or no access to family
planning programs.

THE GO

MANILA broadcaster ran a
story back in October enti-
tled “‘Pow-wow at the Pal-
ace,”” with pictures of then-
President Joseph Estrada, then-PNP
Director General Panfilo Lacson,

Senators Gregorio Honasan and Juan

Ponce Enrile. It was the stuff of

which movies are made.

To a concerned observer, the four appeared
as the anti-heroes representing the evil that
lics at the heart of Philippine political life, its
roots in the past, and a projection into the
future

We saw there Enrile, former President
Marcos' Minister of Defense, and we recalled
the staged *‘assassination attempt’ which was
the pretext Tor martial law. Nor could we forget
his role in imprisoning Ninoy Aquino, Pepe
Diokno and many ol the other best minds and
most dedicated people in the lund, not to speak
ol the torture, salvaging and disappearances
perpetrated by those under his control. Later
on, we recall, he plotied with Honasan and
others the aborted coup of February 1986, and
supported the failed post-EDSA 1ake-over
attempts.

Enrile now sits in the Senate, courtesy, it
seems, of more than a little help from dagdag-
bawas in 1995. As senator during the impeach-
ment trial, he clearly showed his support for

T IT DE

bv JOHN L. CARROLL, S.J.

Estrada, most notably in seconding the motion
of Senator Francisco Tatad to ]‘[.IL' to a vole
"second
a vote which effectively
the trial and brought the people 1o the sirects
for EDSA Il

At this writing, Enrile is charged with inciting
the crowd to revoll following the arrest of
Estrada, a revolt which many suspect was
intended to bring him, Enrile. to power
Meanwhile, he 1s awaiting the delayed clec
tion returns from Mindanao that may yel assure
him of a continued stay in the upper house,
perhaps as the "“scnator from Lanao del Sur. ™

Beside Enrile in the picture is his protege,
“*Gringo’’ Honasan charismatic leader of
PMA Class '71, accused of murder in Mindanao,
planner of botched coup attempts that left a
trail of dead civilians and soldiers, and impli-
cafed in the gruesome murder of labor leader
Rolando Olalia. Despite all this, he and his
fellows were able by bluff and bravado to obtain
amnesty for themselves -- and for Honasan a
seal in the Senate. There he voted with the
other Estrada supporters not to open the fate-
ful envelope.

On May 1, as he had done when his 1989
coup attempt failed and his followers were dying
in battle, Honasan disappeared {rom the scene
and went into hiding. Nevertheless, he secems
assured of election to another term in the Senate
-- which he may have to serve in Muntinlupa.

Next on the page is Panfilo Lacson, who,
according to the research of Alfred McCoy,

the question ol opening the infamous

envelope ' ended

TURNING BACK THE DELUGE

A FRONT-PAGE pholo carried by the
Philippine Daily Inquirer in its June 5th edi-
tion, the face of President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo contorted in griel as she bent over a
wounded survivor of the latest Abu Sayyaf
hostage-taking episode, told it all -- the hor-
ror and senselessness ol the war waged by Lhe
Abu Sayyaf against the government and the
Filipino people, and the sheer weight of the
responsibilities of the Presidency

On this tiny woman's narrow shoulders rests
the linal responsibility for the success or failure
of the military operations she has unleashed
on the bandits who kidnapped 20 tourists und
stufl members (rom the Dos Palmus resort in
Palawan len days ago.

Her first and crime

lirm reaction 1o the

was that government would not negoliate with
the kidnappers and that no ransom would be
paid. As commander-in-chief, she used the
rhetoric of war to send a tough messaee to the
Abu Sayyal.

But unlike her predecessor who made
the same declaration aller the Sipadan and
Basilan Kidnappings last year but dilly-dallied
about sending out the troops and moving in on
the Abu Sayyal -- President Arroyo has been
steadfast in her resolve. She immediately
dispatched the military and the police to use
the government's armed might in pursuing the
terrorists and rescuing their hostages. In the
process, she inposed a news blackout vn the
Abu Sayyal, sccking the media's cooperation,

(Page 11, pleass)

SERVES?

worked together with Rolando Abadilla for over
the Marcos years, in the
tarture of suspected cruninals

a decade ol hrutal
ind rebels, He
15 remembered more
connection with the mass killing of the Kuratong
Baleleng gang in Quezon City a few years back
He too went into miding after the May | event.
He too is on his way (o victory in the Senale
race, 1l not also 1o Muntinlupa.

The first picture on the page is ol Estrada
himself, looking pensive as he reflected, per
haps. on the long list of scams and scandals
that had plagued his admimistration, on hs
unexplained wealth and many companies and
the palatial homes that he built tor his mis
iresses while the people suffered

ALl ils heart, the nation's crisis 1sm oral
and reflects the collupse of political morality
in Philippine society. On the political level we
live in a world in which power
power and palitical power and the power ol
the gun -- is everything. Moral principles are
weapons [0 be used in attacKing one’s oppo
nents, but not guides for once's own actions

And | say this exists in Philippine socicty
not just in the political elite. For alter all,
President Estrada was clected with a
majority by a socicty that knew well ol lus
marital infidelities, that knew he was a high
stakes gambler and a heavy drinker. Enrile
and Honasan too were elected in 1995 -- though
admittedly with a bit of help lrom dagdag
bawas -- by a nation that knew their stories
And most scandalously, millions voted for them
again, and Lacson as well, in the recenl ¢lec
tions.

We see new that it is notl enough simply
to change the guard, to change the person al
the top, although that may well be necessary
The nation did that at BDSA, yel il was nol
long before €ardinal Sin was proclaiming that
‘*Ali Baba is gone but the 40 thieves are still
with us."'

The peeple proceeded 1o elect many of the
40 thieves to office, and soon the nation wis
back 1o the pre-EBRSA days. And unless fhe
people themselves learn to demand inlegrity
and accountability from their leaders, the nation
will centinue 1o stumble from erisis 1o crisis,
the laughing stoek ol fhe world,

Other natians have severely punished vVio
lators of human rights und betrayers of public
trust, but in the case ol the collaborators uller
World War 11 and again in that of the Mircos
people, the Philippines chose just Lo Torpdt
Its standards of morality went down the driih
and it is paying the price. (CyberDyaryo)

recently, ol course, n

= coconomic
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BAGUIO CITY This
mountain resort that is fa-
mous for its fragrant pine
trees seems to have nothing
in common with the stinking
Payaias dumpsite in Quezon
City, where hundreds of
squatters who lived on the
trash mountain were buried
alive when tons of garbage
collapsed on them in July last
year.

But most of the factors thal
led to the deaths in the Quezon
City dumpsite are present here,
and could result in a calamity
that could claim at
many -- il nolt more --

least as
lives.

Last month, portions ol the
retaining wall of the city's
dumpsite collapsed, causing
panic among the residents of
barangay Irisan in - Tuba,
Benguel, who fear the danger
this has posed to their lives
and properties

Tuba Mayor Jose Baluda
cited the report ol an inspec
tion team s'ating that large
volumes ol burned parbage
cascaded toward the retaining
wall during heavy rains.

With the collapse of the
wall, the tons of trash has
begun to flow Ireely to the
barangays in the lower por-
tions of Tuba, affecting hun-
dreds of residents there, the
mayor stressed

I is expected that heavy
downpours will causc large
volumes of earth to cascade
towards the barangays, bring
ing danger to lives and prop
erty. All types of pollution will
oceur, to the detriment of our
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constituents. Baguio must do
something as a good neighbor
and as a Hall-of-Fame awardee
for cleanliness,’' Baluda told
CyberDyaryo.
150,000 KILOS OF
GARBAGE A DAY

The Irisan dumpsite is
where all of Baguio City's
commercial and residential
garbage is dumped. Every day,
some 150,000 kilos of garbage
are deposited there. Below the
retaining wall is an agricul-
tural community of Tuba.

Over a hundred impover-
ished families live in and
scavenge on Baguio's
dumpsite, including little chil-
dren who are exposed to ex-
treme health risks.

**While we live with those
tons of trash, the government
should also see to it that the
lives of the people arc not
endangered. We do not want
another Payatas to happen
here,"" said 45-year-old Ramon
Falag-ey, a resident of Irisan.

He lamented that the gov-
ernment has not yet installed
safely measures in the
dumpsite, adding that what is
left of the retaining wall has
already been weakened by the
voluminous amounts of trash
pressing on il.

Falag-cy said that while
there was no casualty in the
collapse of the retaining wall,
tons of garbage will rush down
to the nearby barangays, es-
pecially when it is raining.

““We fear for our lives.
Please do something,'" Falag-
cy pleaded.

We Forum
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BAGUIO DUMPSITE
IN DANGER OF COLLAPSE

by IMELDA VISAYA ABANO

REHAB PLAN RUSHED

Meanwhile, Romeo Concio,
head of the General Services
Office, said the city engineer's
office and other concerned
agencies are planning the
immediate restoration of the
collapsed portion of the retain-
ing wall.

According to Concio, the
estimated width of the col-
lapsed portion of the retain-
ing wall is about 50 meters.

**We are rushing the reha-
bilitation plan and the budget
for the retaining wall,"'" Concio
said, admitting that millions
were earlier spent for the con-
struction of the wall.

““We did not expect that
[the collapse] to happen.
Millions were spent on ils
construction and it was ex-
pected to last for a long time,"’
he added.

The retaining wall, which
is eight meters high and half
a-meter thick was constructed
in 1992, In 1996, another two
meiers were added to the top
of the original structure

Concio said that garbage
collectors have been ordered
to stop dumping waste in the
area immediately above Lhe
breached wall.

Several years back, the
Tuba municipal council passed
a resolution requesting the city
government to be responsible
for containing its garbage. The
resolution stated that many
Tuba residents who live be-
low the retaining wall com-
plained of water pollution
especially during the rainy
scason caused by run-offs and

seepage into the water tables
from the Irisan dump.

CITY'S COMPOSTING
PROJECT

Meanwhile, representatives
of the Manila-based Founda-
tion for a Sustainable Society,
Inc. have discussed with the
city government plans for an
accelerated and environmen-
tally-safe proposed garbage
composting project for Baguio
City.

They are also looking into
the acquisition of materials and
cquipment that could be pro-
duced locally to ensure the
availability of stocks and sup-
plies, Concio added.

Last February, the city
government with its partner-
agencies held a ground-break-
ing and capsule-laying cer-
emony in a 3.B-hectare site
proposed for construction of
the composting plant.

The city government hopes
that ‘With the consiruction of
the facility, the garbage prob-
lem in the city will be mini-
mized, il not totally stopped.

The DENR also already
issued an environmental com-
pliance certificate (ECC) for
the compost plant which pro-
vides among others, the need
to have an ‘‘impervious bed
material and under drain sys-
tem to prevent leachate from
infiltrating into the soil."'

According to the ECC,
‘*Baguio City will provide
appropriate facilities for treal-
ing leachate and other liquid
wasles generated from the plant
with the treated water to be

WILL INDIGENOUS PEOPLES .

Mining Act of 1995 While its
constitutionality was also as-
sailed through a petition filed
before the SC in 1997, the
DENR's Mines and Geoscl
ences Bureau was not deterred
by the governmenl from issu
ing mining and cxploration
permits fto local and foreign
mining firms in areas mostly
within ancestral domains

IPRA’S FATE UNDER
ARROYO

Finally, on December 6,
2000, 1 month belfore Esirada
wils  ousted Peaple
Power 11, the SC upheld the
canstitutionality of the 1PRA,
but the pluinolls hove Hiled o

motton  Far res

through

ansideri g
Neveriheless, on Junuary 20,
20010, with her
the presidency. 11 was jefl (o

President Arroyo Lo dean iy

useension

the mess left by her predeces
sor

Arroyo's very [irst EO
issued a month atter she ook
her oath of office renewed the
hope of tribal Filipinos that
the new
pable ol rectitying the cenlu
ries-0ld misdeeds of past gov
ernments. The order created
the Orhce of the Presidential
Adviser tor Indigenous Peo
Afltuirs (OPAIPA)Y 1o
cnsure the effective implemen
IPRA
month, the OPAIPA
organized o three-day Nattonul
Consultution ol 1P leaders on
Aldlairs
Atenco de Manila
Quezan iy
Adviser o Indiy

administration 1s cu

ple’s

aten ol the

Las

Indigenous People’s
held (e
University in
Presidential
enuus Peoples Ambussador
Howard Dee explained that the

st ion s paodls

man

cluded the revitalization of the
NCIP and the [ormulation ol
mechanics for the reconstitu
fion of the agency's govern
ing body that will be composed
ol seven new commissioners
and 35 1P leaders will
form the consultative body ol
clders. All of
should come from indigenous
communities and must be ca
pable enough to represent the
concerns ol tribal Filipinos

who

these leaders

Dee also said that the con
sultative workshop, which will
May, will bhe
lJr.nly]n o the grassrools 1o

lust through
pet the cansensus of indigenous
commumries nutionwide, Like
wise, an audit team led by the
OPIAPA and the Office ol the
Exceutive Secrctary will con
duct u perlforminngy
wchit e

und nsty
wentily i
NCITP

Pl

ccountababibes I st

e (From page 5)

officials that should be com-
pleted by the sccond week of
May.

Also by June. Ambassador
Dee said improved mechanies
for the issuance of certilicates
domain
should have already been for
mulated Tollowing the review
and validation of the midnight
issuanee of 600 questionable
CADTs by the past adminis
tration

The much-needed budgel
lor the commission (o gencr
wle CADTs and provide live
lihood assistance 1o tribal
communibies will not be a
problem, necording 10 Dee
“Once we put a credible ¢om
mission i place. fTunds from
privalte

ol ancestral hitles

institutions will come
ieand the government would
be uble Lo allocate the appro
priote budget Tor the ageency
(Cyber-Dyaryo)

GARBAGE: Rotting in Baguio.

used for mainlenance, re
greening and other  appropri-
ale uses.”’

Under the ECC, *‘the com-
post plant project shall be
planned, operated and main-
tained under strict technical
direction (o ¢nsure total con
trol of air and water pollution,
health hazards and nuisances

to prevent breeding of ro-
dents, flies and other vermin;

release of odor;, pollution of

surface and ground waters,
hcalth hazards and cause of lire
hazurds, ™'

~The Japan International

Cooperation Agency (JICA) has
already given a cheek worth
P1.& million to the Jaime V.
Ongpin (JVO) Foundation, a
partner NGO of the city gov-
ernment in the construction of
the compost plan, Cancio said.
The grant will be used to
purchase a bio-gas digester (o
treat the waste water rom the
dumpsite, construct a two-room
laboratory that will be used to
produce enzymes that will
fucilitite the decomposition of
biodegradable garbage and
other needed  equipment.
(CyberDyaryo)
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PETITION FOR ADOPTION
OF MINOR NINO LAYUG PENETRANTE
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF MANILA
BRANCH 4

SP PROC NO 01-100441

-

ORDER

This is a verilied petition lled by petiioner-spouses ALICIA DELA BANDA
RION JUMAYAQ and NICOMEDES JUMAYAO, praying Ihal alter

tice. publication and hearing, the minor NINO LAYUG PENETRANTE be
released from all obligations of obedience and maintznance with respect lo
hig natural parents. and thal he be declared for all legal inlenis and purposes

yslance. lel this pelihon
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NEW SOLON: President Arroyo sw!
Leyte) during a ceremony in
broadcaster, who won over his incumben

ears into office Congressman-elect Ted Failon (1st District-
Malacaiang last Saturday (June 9).

The former ABS-CBN

t rival Rep. Alfred Romualdez in the recently-concluded

congressional race in Tacloban, is shown with his family. (Malacariang photo)

JUMBO AIRCON
JEEPNEYS COMING

INDEED, jumbo air-c¢on-
ditioned passenger jeepneys
are coming!

The proliferation soon of
the new Filipino innovalion
was revealed in advance
during the civic-military
parade of the 103rd anniver-
sary rites of the Philippines
Independence Day in Quirino
Grandstand, Rizal Park,
Manila on June 12, 2001.

Rour of the jumbo
jeepneys participated in the
parade. One of the waving
riders of the jecpneys was
Orlando F. Marquez, chair-
man of the Makati Jeepney
Operators and Drivers Alli-
ance, Inc. (MAJODA), In-
ventor of the vehicle.

Marquez, 47, said he
toyed with the idea of build-
ing the jumbo air-conditioned
jeepneys, when the Tamaraw
FX airconditioned vans ap-
peared in Manila’s streets Lo
complete with the regular
passenger jeepneys

He said at first, the Toyota
Motor, Inc. of Japan,
launched the Tamaraw pas-
sengers van Lo compete with
the Filipino jeepneys.

But the mnon-air-con
Tamaraw vans failed to beal
the local jeepneys in entic-

ing more passengers Lo ride
the Japanese made vehicle.

So, the Tamaraw FX van
was launched by the Japa-
nese carmakers

Marquez said to compete
with the airconditioned FX,
he invented the Jumbo
jeepneys.

He said he batted for the
jumbo jeepney to improve the
quality of the local transport
industry

Marquez said in the his-
tory of world transporation,
the Filipino  passenger
jeepney was the only prod-
uct of the Philippines, she
could call her own.

He said the quality of the
jeepney should be
inproved thus turning it into
an air-conditioned one

As its name implies, the
jumbo jeepney is very much
bigger that the regular pas-
senger jeepney.

It's just like a mini-bus,
because the passenger can
inside il.
Inside a regular jeepney,

local

stand crect

a passenger has (o stoop to
enter it

A jumbo jeepney Is a 24-
seater with a wider and
longer body

The jecpney’'s entrance

Pampanga.

PANAWAGAN

lto po ay Isang panawagan kina EDEN OBIAS PILLEGO al
CONRADO C. PONCE, Ina al ama ng balang sl JODEN PILLEGO
PONCE na Ipinanganak noong lka-4 ng Hulyo taong 1989 sa Arayal

Mangyari po lamang na makipag-ugnayan kay LEOVEN BRAVO
Soclal Worker ng Department of Social Wellare and Developmant
(DSWD) Field Office No. 3, PEO. Sinadalan, San Fernando, Pampanga
o lumawag sa lelepono bilang 961-2323
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door is at the right side and
al the rear is an emergency
exit door

It has done away with the
rear door, causing “hanging”
hitchriders

Fach passenger's [lare is
P7.00 for the lirst kilometer
and an additional P1.00 per
kilometer, therealler

The jumbo jeepney 1S pow-
ered by a 110 to 125 Horse-
power engine (o enable il Lo
operate the airconditional
equipment

One jumbo aircon jeepney
costs P540,000.00

The body builders of the
jumbo jeepney are the Wilbert
Motors of San Pablo City,
Laguna and the Tolentino
Motors of Las Pinas City,
Metro Manila

Her Excellency President
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo,
while then the secretary of
the Department of Social
Welfare and Development,
rode the jumbo jeepney
during the “Kalinga, Ahon
Bata" affair in Rizal Park,
Manila

The jumbo jeepneys Lrans-
ported the poor children from
Rizal Park to their rehabill-
tation centers.

Marguez said there werc
today around 65 jumbo
jecpneys all over the Philip
pines.

Makati City, 28 jumhbo
jeepneys are plying the
Ayala-Cavite route and the
Makati Loop

The said vehicles are also
running the Cubao, Quezon
City-Divisoria, Manila route,
(PNA)

TO SEEK AND LIVE THE

TRUTH AND SHARE A VISION
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%  P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

RP TO EXPORT
MANGOES TO US

by LILIBETH G. ISON

FINALLY, the Philippines has pen-
etrated the United States fruit market when
the latter approved the entry of Guimaras
mangoes.,

Agriculture Secretary Leonardo
Montemayor said that the Philippines will
start exporting its Gwmaras mangoes next
month after it accomplished all the nec-
essary documents needed for the impor-
tation permit.

Earlier, Lapanday Fresh Produce Inc.
got the first export permit for the Aus-
tralian mango market. The said company
on June 4 has sent its first shipment of
490 kilograms ol
Guimaras mangoes to Sydney, Australia.

Lapanday marketing officer Jerome L.
Lobregat said their first shipment of
Guimaras mangoes passed the Australian
quarantine inspection standards, which 1s
quite strict in terms of quality standards.

Guimaras island is considered the coun-
try's only pest-free producer of mangoes
certified by the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA).

The permit states that the Philippines
can only export fresh Guimaras mangoes

some Y8 boxes or

MANGOES: On to American market,

that have undergone vapor heat treatment
(VHT), a post-harvest procedure used to
ensure that fruits remain pest-free before
shipment to other countries.

At present, the Philippines has four
VHT plants — one in Davao and three
in the National Food Authority (NFA) Food
Terminal Inc. Complex in Taguig, Metro
Mantla.

The Philippines also sells fresh man-
goes in Hongkong and Japan, which has
the largest volume of mangoes being ex-
ported: Singapote; United Kingdom; and
Switzerland.

Last year, Hongkong imported some
9,450,570 kilograms of Guimaras man-
goes, which accounted for about 66 percent
of the total production while Japan im-
ported some 5,503,213 kilograms of
Guimaras mangoes, which is equivalent
to 33 percent of the total production.

On the other hand, the Philippines has
exported some 405,472.00 kilograms of
Guimaras mangoes to Korea last year while
Singapore imported some 375,892.75 kilo-
grams of Guimaras mangoes during the
same period. (PNA)
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