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‘TRAPO’

RECYCLED DISCARDS OF PAST ADMINISTRATIONS
EMERGE AMID L'IMIIE[S OF I’ﬂlll’l&'ﬂl I’ﬂﬂiﬂllﬂln‘[

| ISCALIZERS BOMBARDED | o o
11" THE RESURRECTION OF |
il “TRAPOS” AND DIS-

& CARDS OF PAST AD-
MINISTRATIONS BY NEWLY-
INSTALLED PRESIDENT
GLORIA MACAPAGAL
ARROYO ON THE BASIS OF
POLITICAL PATRONAGE

- RATHER THAN QUALIFICA-
TION FOR GOVERNMENT
POSITIONS IN THE TAKE-
OVER GOVERNMENT.
o An ediforial report

by ERIC S' G’RON WIDE AWAKE MA\":)N:_Bicoi‘s pride, Ma_\'o_n ;’ulranu._rumbleﬁ and ma; cx_plmle any day now, according to

Page volcanologists.




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps buils
classrooms P>~

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been

Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just built from incomg_temitted (o the President’s Social

affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the Fund, providing leaming facilities to thousands of

many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs, Filipino school children, whose lives are among the

PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education. millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
; ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares,

& PAGo,

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gamii




by ERIC S. GIRON

ISCALIZERS bombarded the resurrection
of ““trapos’ and discards of past adminis-
trations by newly-installed President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo on the basis of political
patronage rather than qualification for
government positions in the takeover government.

Arroyo demonstrated the
height of politicking in call-
ing for unity and a healing
process which was contra-
dicted by her affiliates go-
ing hammer and tongs after
deposed President Joseph
Estrada to harass and perse-
cute him after he vacated
Malacafnan and avoided
bloody confrontation of his
presidential guards with the
takeover Lroops.

Arroyo is using as a crulch
to prop up her regime the
Irapos who suddenly surfaced
when People Power-2 was on
the march to grab juicy
positions in the ousted
Estrada government,

Cashing in on his appear-
ance al the Edsa Shrine s
former President Fidel V
Ramos, who has wangled u
travel-for-free job as “‘spe
cial envoy' with six others
whom Sen. Blas Ople branded
a "‘bizarre group"' that would
merely add a new layer 1o
the diplomatic corps.

Ople said 11 was no dil-
lerent Irom the economic
diplomacy espoused by the
Ramos administration. Ru-
mos, then called a junketecr
par excellence, is this time
himsell an envoy

Arroyo designated as act-
ing Philippine National Po-
lice chief the deputy, Leandro
Mendoza, of Director Gen-
eral Panfilo Lacson, who
resigned because of affinity
to deposed President Estrada.
Mendoza's appointment was
hotly denounced by the
widow of murdered lawyer
Clarence Agarao who ac-
cused Mendoza of protect-
ing the arrested Kkiller sus-
pect of her husband.

Mrs. Agarao, president of
Crusade Against Violence,
and Teresita Ang See, chair-
man of Citizens Apgainst
Crime, challenged Mendoza
to solve the Agarao murder
or face the consequences.

Two Estrada affilistes who
defected to the Arroyo side
-- Defense Sec. Orlando
Mercado and Sec. Robert
Aventajado of [flagship
projects -- were accused of
turning balimhing. Mercado
informed Arroyo he would
vacate his post in mid-Feb-
ruary. But he quit sooner
when he took issuc with
Arroyo's appointment ol
retired Gen. Lisandro Abadia
as national security adviser
and National Security Council
director general.

The national security
adviser's position was at first
announced for Rep. Eduardo
Ermita by Arroyo's chiet of
staff Renato Corona. Ermita’s
appointment had yet to be
signed when Abadia’s appoini-
ment was announced.

Mercado ook issue wilh
Abadia's appointment because
when he was AFP chief of
staff, Mercado initiated his
investigation for irregularities
and mismanagement of the AFP
Refirement and Separation
Benelit System. This prompled
Mercado to resign earlier than
planned

Being considered 1o replace
Mercado as defense secretary
was Sen. Ramon Magsaysay
Jr. Bul as consolation prize,
Ermita, who has been numed
presidential adviser on the
peace process, has temporarily
assumed the defense secretary’s
post

Magsaysay Jr, and Sen
Raul Roco (Education secre-
tary-designate) are angling for
the Vice President s job wihich
Arroyo has yer to fill up But
there are also recommendations
for Senate President Aquiling
Pimentel Jr. to assume the Vice
Presidency. Now Sen. Teolista
Guingona is being pushed

CABINET CHOICES

Cebu businessman Jesus
Alcorgo. energy secretary;
Maguindanao Rep. Simeon
Datumanong, public works and
highways; Davao del Norte
Rep. Panialeon Alvarez, truns-
portation and communication;
Mur Roxas, trade and indus-
try; Filemon Uriarte, science.

For agrarian reform sccre-
tary, Pampanga Rep. Oscar
Rodriguez, one of the I1I
prosecutors in the Estrada
impeachment trial, rejected
Malacafan's offer because he
wants to finish his term and
seek the governorship in the
Muay 14 clections, He recom-
mended in his stead former
Albay Rep. Edcel Lagmun.
Rodriguez will square off
against Gov. Lit Lapid in the
polls.

Titus Villanueva is the new
Customs commissiones,
Viwliano Nanagas the Sociul
Security System administrator,
Winston Garcia the Govern
ment Service Insurance Sys
tem president-manager, Nestor
Dumon the GSIS chairmun,
Rep. Michael Defensor the
Housing and Urban Develop
ment Coordinating Council
chairmun and presidentinl
housing adviser

Aside from his presidentinl
chiel of stall designation,
Renuto Corona was named
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LORIA’
‘TRAPO’

EX-PRES. RAMOS

PRES. GLORIA: A matter of choice.

solicitor general. Nuned presi-
dential assistants were retired
Gen, Leo Alvez for military
affairs, Rene Villa for West-
ern Visayas and former Davao
Rep. Jesus Dureza lor West-
ern Mindanao and  also
Mindanao Economic Develop-
ment Council officer in charge.
Avelino Cruz Jr. is the chiel
presidential legul counsel.
Roberto Capeco  is  press
undersecretary

POLICE RESHUFFLE

After Leandro Mendoza
took over as acting PNP chief,
retiring deputy director Gen
cral, Reynaldo Wycoco, was
appointed National Bureau of
Investigation director vice
Carlos Cuaabay. Director
Hermogenes Ebdune Jr. now
heads the Presidential Anti-
Organized Crime Tusk Force
lormerly under €hiel Lacson,
Ebdane is groomed deputy
adminmistration  chiel  wvice
Wycoco

Deputy Director General
Jewel Canson remains execu-
tive director of the National

Drug Luw Enlorcement and
Prevention Coordinating Coun
cil unul his official replace-
ment is announced.

Others who filed for leave
of absence were Directors
Romeo Acop (comptroller),
Jaime de la Cruz (logistics
chief), Vicior Batac (commu-
nity relations) and Chiel Supt
Francisco Zubia Jr, (criminal
investigation and crime detec-
tion)

Philippine Militury Acad-
emy praduate Victor Corpuz,
who became a New People's
Army leader in 1970, was
amnestied in 1986 and rein-
stated in the military. Colonel
Corpuz replaced as chiel of
the intelligence service Gen.
Jose Calimlim, who remains
vice chiel' of stalf after de-
fecting 1o anti-Estrada forces
in the last hours of the sec-
ond People Power revolt.

Corpuz’ appointment as
mtelligence chiel was backed
by Satur Ocampo and Bagong
Alvansang Makabavan's Teddy
Casino, He was also endorsed
by Fidel Ramos who has jusi

EX-PRES. ERAP: Still No. 1?7

been named as Arroyo's en-
voy 1o a foreign meel.

MORE APPOINTMENTS

Dante Canlas, named socio-
economic planning secretary,
concurrently heads the National
Economic and Development
Authority. Corazon (Dinky)
Juliano Soliman is the social
welfare and development sec-
retary, Richard Gordon, the
tourism secrefary,

VicKy Garchitorena heads
the Presidential Management
Staff .which includes Antonio
Guluslao, liaison 1o the House;
Antonio Bernardo, deputy
executive secretary; Susana
Vargas, deputy executive sec-
retary for finance and admin-
istration; George Reyes, pro-
spective protocol officer.

Edgardo Manda was named
general manager of the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport,
Being proomed are Renato
Valenciu as Pageor (Philippine
Amusement and Gaming Cor-
poration) chairman vice Alice
Reyes, Corazon de lu Puz or
Rene Banez for BIR commis-

sioner.

CHOICES
CHALLENGED

President Gloria Arroyo was
prodded to recall the appoint-
ments of Lisandro Abadia as
national security adviser and
Leandro Mendoza as the Phil-
ippine National Police direc-
tor-general'in place of Panfilo
Lacson, by two groups that
actively campaigned for Joseph
Estrada's ouster as President.

“*If a person has a pending
case, he should not be ap-
pointed,' said Tess Baltazar
of Konsensiyang Bayan which,
with Bayan Muna party of
Satur Ocampo, urged Arroyo
to safeguard her administra-
tion's credibility by retracting
her controversial appointments:
**The problem is that officials
like these cannot be removed
hecause of their close connec-
tions with their political pa-
trons. "’

Mendoza has been accused
of coddling criminals while
Abadia's appointment was

(Next page, please)
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questioned because he was
under Armed Forces investi-
gation in connection with ir-
regularities.

The two protesters said
Arroyo's government should
not be afraid to let go of the
controversial officials 1o show
the electorate it means busi-
ness, Ocampo said Arroyo
should set clearer guidelines
1o the commillee screening
those who would hold public
office

Arroyo admitted she knew
the reputation of the
recommendees but had no
personal knowledge of their
competence and integrity
Ocampo cited the importance
of Arroyo being able to trusl
the people around her so she
can implement her programs
rather than those who are loyal
not to her but to their politi-
cal patrons. He said fraditionul
politicians are laking advan

tage of Arroyo's luck of a
strong political supporl base

Mercado said he could not
feel comfortable working with
Abadia when the Senate blue-
ribbon commitee recommended
for prosecution for irregulari-
ties in the AFP Retirement
Separation and Benelits Sys-
lem.

Abadia Ombues-
man had dismissed the pralt
charges. He dened enriching
himself, that he owned a goll
course and subdivision in
Antipolo, that he had nothing
to do with the pension fund's
investment in Chinatown Steel
Towers in Binondo

Gloria Arroyo spoke with
a forked 1opgue when she
called Abadia an officer und
a gentleman while firing him
from the position of national
security adviser to which she
had appointed him. Her action
is a big blow to the retired

sard the

L & R CORPORATION
Maortgageels
Versus -
SPS PILAR MANRIQUE REYES
and DANILO REYES
Mortgagor/s

X

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
MATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
PARANAQUE CITY
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

FILE NO FRE:01-1F

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135
AS AMENDED BY AT 4118

MOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

al 5/F Ablaza Bldg

lo wl

‘A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot 1

any lhera be

(Spd) ALLAN | BOGNOT
Deputy Sheriff-in-Charge

PENALTY OF LAW

COPY FURNISHED

Blk 12, ol lhe consolidation subd-plan
(LRC) Pcs-5007 being @ portion of the consolidation of Lot 2 (LRC) Psd-
20458 Lols 1 & 2 Psu-160607, Psu-170918-B. Psu-160611 and Lol 13 (LRC)
Pes-1963, LRC Rec No N-13867, N-14072 N-16619 & 17624), silualed n
Ihe Bo of San Dionisio, Mun ol Parafaque Province of Rizal, Bounded on
the N, points 1 to 2 by Lol 2 Blk 12 on the E points 2 to 3 by Bik 23
on the S, poinis 3 to 4 by Road Lol 5 & on the SW W poinis 4
and 5 1o 1 by Rod Lot 6. all ol the consolidation subdivision plan Beginning
al a poinl marked x ¥ x ¥ x x X ¥ x gonfaining an area of THREE HUNDRED
FIVE (305) SQUARE METERS. more or less

SHOULD thete be only one (1) hidder al Ihe auction sale on March 2
2001 the same shall be posipanediresel lo March 9, 2001 al Ihe same lime
and vanue pursuant to and in compliance with the Supreme Couf! Resalulion
AM No 89-10-050 daled December 14

PROSPECTIVE bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined lo invesligate lor
(hemselves the tilles of the said real properiy/ies and \he encumbrances. |l

UPON extra-judicial petition lor sale unoer Ac! 3135 as amended by Act
4118, liled by morigagee/s L & R CORPORATION with oflice/posial address
{17 E Rodriguez St Avenue Quazon Cily. Melta Manila
against the motigagot/s SPS PILAR MANRIQUE REYES and DANILO REYES
with residencelpostal address al No. 130 Cadena de Amor 51 corner Jasmin
Streel, Uniled Parafaque IV, Sucal Parafiaque Cily lo salisly the morigage
indebledness which as of TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS amounts lo PESOS ONE
MILLION SEVEN HUNDRED FORTY TWO THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED
SEVENTY EIGHT AND 84/100 (P1.742.978 84) Fhilippine currency. exclud
ing penaliies, charges allorney's fees expenses of foreclosure Sheriif's lees
and other legal fees. the Clerk of Court-and Ex-Gllicio Shenll Regional Trial
Courl, Parafiaque City MM or his duly authonzed Deputy Shenfl, will SELL
al public auction on March 2 2001 at 1000 am or SOON THEREAFTER
al Ihe' LOBBY GROUND FLOOR MAIN ENTRANCE CITY HALL BUILDING
PARANAQUE CITY, M M _ io the highesi bidder. lor CASH, and in Philipping
Currency, the lollowing real property/ies wilh all the improvemenl/s Iheteon

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE
No. 115802-PARANAQUE CITY

E

19089

PARANAQUE CITY, MM JANUARY 23, 2001

ATTY CLEMENTE BOLOY

Clerk of Courl VI & Ex-Ollicio Sherill

WARNING IT 15 ABSOLUTELY PROHIBITED TO REMOVE DEFACE OR
DESTROY THIS NOTICE ON OR BEFORE THE DATE OF SALE UNDER

Al

All parties concerned nolllied by reg mal willi return cards
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GEN. REYES, PNP CHIEF MENDOZA

aspiring for Vice President
which he says the law allows.

former Armed Forces chiel vl
staff. He spent nearly an hour
telling Malacanan reporters he
had voluntarily quit ta *"un
burden the pmn and anxiely
of the¢ President,”” He plans
to return (o Farming ["maybe
in Cebu '

SCRAMBLE FOR VP

The choice ol vice presi
dent 1o replace Arroyo hung
on the balance as the newly
installed President said 11 wus
not an immediate issue

Magsaysay backed oul and
joined Lakas Party mate Rep
Heherson Alvarez in backing
Sen Teoliste Guingona Ir. Tor
vice president. Sen. Franklin
Drilon is endorsed by [ormer,
President CTorazan Aguing
while Sen, Loren Legarda s
supported by Sorsopon Arch
hishop Jesus Varela lor vice
president

Arcova invited Pimentel o
porm her i her iest out-ot-town

Al Tirst 0 was o loss-up sartie over the weekend
among Sen: Ramon Magsaysay Pimentel is conceding the vice
Jr.. Raul Roto and Senate  presidency to Guingona who

he says i8 much closer 1o the
President than he is. Pimentel
in 1998 entertained the possi

President Aquilino Pimentel Jr
Roco has been mumed Educa
tion secretary but he sull s

entitled to a service car
Maceda imported the BMWs
through his advisers Rolleo
lgnacio and Patricis Porras
whom the department recalled
in September

bility of running for President.
Does he still harbor that
ambition for the May 14, 2001
presidential election?
L] ° L ]
MACEDA WANTS FOUR
CARS

Resigned ambassador (o
Washington Ernesto Maceda
wanled four luxury cars with
un aggregate cost ol SIS
million after he was appointed
political crisis munager by then
President Joseph Estrada bul
Foreign Sec, Dominga Siazon
lurned it down,

The 53.9 Mercedes Benz
$500, $2.6 million Toyota
SUV, and $6 million two BMW
X 5s (at $£3 mullion each) have
total taxes ol $11.5 millivn

Stuzgn ruled Maceda had
yel to complete the two-year
reglamentary period in his
Washington

LOI FOR SENATE

With the rapid political
changes, lformer FEirst Lady
Luisa Ejercito cast her lor as
senatorial candidate of the
Lapian Masang Pilipino of her
husband Joseph Estrada, crst
while President. Estrada’'s
Partido ng Masang Pilipino
which launched his presidency
is one of the LAMP parlics

Estrada’s execulive secre
tury Edgardo Angara warned
Mrs. Ejercito she could be
made the targel ol politics
Angara belongs o the Laban
ng Demokratikong Pilipino that

assipgnment to is one of the purties Torming

entitle him to the vse of a the LAMP
service car for four yeuars Forming the LAMP senato
Appointed July 19, 1999, rial ticket are Sens. Mirinm

Defensor Santiago and Gregorio
Honasan, former Agrarian Re
form Sec. Horascio Morales,
Reps. Luwalhati Antonino and
Daisy Fuentes, Ricardo Puno,
Noli de Castro and former
|~I=_"\i11U|!II4|| adviser Livg
children's affairs Jamby Mad
The coalition will invile
independent Sen. Sergio Osmena
[l W complete its senatonai
lineup, Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile
is seeking a Cagayan province

Muceda’s our of duty was cul
short’ “*due 10 the exigencies
ol the service,”” Siazon said
Hence he could not avail of a
service car, But Maceda wanted
the lTour luxury cars

He appealed the case (o then
Président Estradn who referred
it 1o deputy execulive secre-
Lary Ramon Cardenas
Cardenas was informed in a
letter by Siazon that since
Maceda had not completed the
wias nol

rigal

IWo-year service, he Congress seal

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF MANILA
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 19
CARMEN © VIDAL
Plamtilt Civil Case No 99-9267%
Versus
SPS NAPOLEON C ABUAN EXECUTION

and CATALINA V. ABUAN FORECLOSING MORTGAGE

and SPS ROMEO R DAYANG-

HIRANG SR and IMELDA V
DAYANGHIRANG -
Defendanls

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
(JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER RULE 68, SECTION 3 IN RELATION WITH RULE
W 39, SECTION 18 OF THE MEW RULES OF COURT)

WHEREAS, on the 12th day of December, 2000 the Honorable ZENAIDA
R DAGUNA Judge Regional Trial Court of Manila Branch 18 issued an Execulion
Foreclosing Morlgage in {hia above enltitled case. wherein CARMEN O VIDAL
is Ihe plaintifl and SPS NAPOLEON G ABUAN and CATALINA V. ABUAN
and SPS ROMED R DAYANGHIRANG SR and IMELDA V DAYANGHIRANG
are the defendanis. commanding the undersigned lo cause (he public auclion
ol Ihe real estale morigage the pertinenl portion of the Wit 1ead as lollows

'GREETINGS

WHEREAS on the 15th day ol November 2000 judgment on Compromise
Agreement was fendered by (he Regional Trial Courl of Manila EBranch 19. in
Ihe aboye-antilled case which s quoled hereunder 1o wil

*1. That the planiiff and the defendants agree 1hal the compromised amount
of obligation in Ihe above enlilled case which 1s payabla by Ihe latler lo the
former shall be in thé amounl of TWO MILLION (Php 2.000 000 00) FESOS
Philippine Currency as ol February 1998

2 Thal \he alorementioned amount shall be paid up o June 2000 subjecl
to one (1) parcenl monihly rale of interest withoul being compounded and/or
lo be applied straightly

3 Thal further Ihe dolendanis agree lo pay the plaintill the costs of liling
fee and for the Altorney s lee in the amount of FOURTEEN THOUSAND FIVE
HUNDRED PESOS (Php 14500 00) and TWENTY THOUSAND PESQS
{Php 20,000 00), respectively which shall also be payable up to June 2000

4 Thal upon paymen! ol lhe obligalion by the delendants to the enlire
salisfaction of the plaintifl the lafter shall cause Ihe immediale release. dis-
charge and cancellation of the merlgage instrument on the raal eslate propary
subject of herein case and lurther to declare said morigage of no lurther lorce
and ellec!

5 Thal the foregoing lerms and conditions of Ihe Agreament shall ba eflective
upon approval of the Court

Finding the agreemant lo be n order and nol conlrary lo law, matals, good

wovad and judgment rendered In

ta comply with the lerms and

tome afd puplic he iIme APr

policy

rawilh The parfies are enjoine

accordance th

ondilions herein sialed
incemen! as lo cosls
-RED *
{EREAS Sps Napoleon C
o R Dayanghirang Sr and Imelda V Dayanghirang, has nol complied

with The order contained in the above mantianed judgment

WHEREFORE. We command you lo sell al public auction to the fighesl
bidder the described properties 1o wil

Transfer Cerlificate of Title No. 184142

‘A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot No 20 of the subdivision plan Psd-9170 being
y potlion of Lot & Block 1412 of Ihe Cadastral Survey of the City of Manila
5L RO Cad Record No 204), silualed in the Disirict of Santa Ana City of
Manils Bounded on the NE by Lol No 36 of the subdivision plan on Ihe SE
ty Lol No 18 of the subdivision plan on the SW by Lol No 23 ol the sub
division plan and on the NW by Lot No. 21 of the subdivision plan Beginning
)1 & point marked *1* on plan, being § 1 deg 49* F 81.07 m. from F Hydrani
No 192 Sla Ana, thence N 18 deg 46'W 1200 m. lo poinl 2 Ihence N
73 deg 14'F , 1300 m lo point 3, thence S 16 deg 46'W 1200 m lo poinl
4 thence S 73 deg t4'E. 1500 m to point 3 thence S. 73 deg 14'W 1500
m 1o the point of beginning, conlaining an area of ONE HUNDRED FIFTY SIX
SQUARE METERS (158.0), more ot less xoxxx *
and thal lrom the proceeds of said sale you cause lo be made (he sum of TWO:
MILLION (Php 2,000,000 00) Philippine currency, subjegl lo the maonlhly rale
of interes! withoul being compounded and/or to be applied siraightly shall be
paid up lo June 2000; Php 20.000 00 as and for atlorney s lees :

Php 14 500.00 filing lee plus cosis of suil logether with your lawlul lees
and 1o make return of your proceedings with Ihis writ within the lime prescribed

Ng pron
SO ORI
Abuan and Calalina V. Abuan and Sps

by law ’
NOW THEREFORE by virlue ol the Execulion Foreclosing Maorlgage and
W accordance with the provision of Rule 68 Seclion 3 in relation lo Rula 39
Seclion 18 of the New Rules ol Court in the Philippines, the undarsigned Depuly
Shatifl hereby give notice to all interesied parlies and lo tha Publi¢ in genaral
thal on Feb 26, 2001, al 1000 in he morning or soon Ihefealler wilhin 1he
premisas of Manila Cily Hall Mam Gale Franting Flag Pola will sell al public
auclion lor Cash in the Philippine currency the abova real astate proparlies
1o salisly the judgmant plus olher pecessary iagal expenses for his Execution
and sale

NOTE Prospeclive buyers biddars
Ihemselves (he lille of tha said property and encumbrance therean il any (hare
be

Manila

are hereby enjoined lo invasiigale ol

Philippines. Jan 29 2001
(Sgd.) RICARDO L SIMEON
Sherill 1V

Copy lurnished
The Raegister ol Deeds of Manila
Sps Napolean C Abuan and Calalina V. Abuan and Sps Romeo R Dayangheang
Sroand Imelda V Dayanghirang

WE FORUM
February 5, 12 & 18, 2001
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GMA’S CHALLENGE

THE BURDEN
OF GREAT
EXPECTATIONS

by CARLOS H. CONDE and PAULYNN P. SICAM

FEW hours after a euphoric crowd at the Edsa Shrine cheered the oath-taking of Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo as the 14th President of the Republic on Saturday, January 20, Sanlakas,
which represents a faction of the Left, unfurled a huge banner at one of the flyovers criss-
crossing the historic intersection. In big, bold blue and red letters painted on white taffeta,
the banner read: “Erap’s ouster is the people’s will. But Gloria is not the people’s choice.”

The mest ge of Sanlakas
surprised no one. The group
is known in civil society as
thoroughly anti-Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo. In lact,
in the campaign Lo ouslt
Estrada from Malacanang,
Sanlakas insisted on carry-
ing its own line: “Resign all”,
which included the vice-presi-
dent, Gloria Macapagal Ar-
royo.

While most of civil soci-
ety decided to work with the
vice-president, who was the
constitutional successor 1o
Joseph Estrada, there was not
a lot of enthusiasm for her.
The groups were worried that
she had neither the charm
or the charisma that could
inspire the public to go out
into the streets and do battle
with the Estrada government

Wary of the calculating
tendencies of traditional
politicians, they nurtured
reservations about her actual
commitment to the issues
close to their hearts.

All across the country and
in cyberspace, lhere was an
unmistakable skepticism about
Mrs. Arroyo, due as much
to her capacity for careful
political calculation, as much
as Lo suspicions thal she was
herselfl tainted by some of
the corruption associated with
Joseph Estrada, particularly
illegal gambling.

Filipinos felt they deserve
something better, just like
they did in 1986, when Cory
Aquino came (o power after
14 years ol a corrupt and
abusive martial-law regime.
There were high hopes then,
there are high hopes now.

For when Arroyo was

Just a week into her
presidency, Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo is
being buffeted by
her allies in politics
and civil society who
are either unhappy
about her choices of
appointments to her
cabinet and other
key government
positions, or appre-
hensive that she may
not live up to the
expeclations of the
People Power forces
that brought her to
Malacanang. Carlos
H. Conde and
Paulynn P. Sicam
write about the
brewing storm
around the new
President.

finally installed as president
last Saturday, there was a
sea change in the public’s
perception of her, due as
much to the finally realized
fact of her presidency as (o
the euphoria of the moment.
Suddenly, she who was
underrated for so long as
successor Lo Estrada now
represents the Filipinos' hope
for better governance.

IS NO CORY
AQUINO

To be sure, Gloria Arroyo
is no Cory Aquino. For one,
she was never, like Cory,
“a plain housewile. ™ Arroyo,
53, is a highly educated
technocrat  (a  PhD in
macrocconomics) who went
to Georgetown University in
Washington DC with former
US President Bill Clinton

Where Cory was tentative
in her approach o the awe-
some office of the presidency,
Arroyo has been highly
ambitious. Brook Larmer
wrote in Newsweek's latest
issue: “Like her ambitious
classmate, Bill Clinton, Ar-
royo has always been drawn
o power In her short
but successful political ca-
reer-she was the top vote-
getter in each of the last two
elections (once as senator,
once as vice president) - she
changed parties three times,
always shifting to get closer
to power.”

CMA

Even when the streeis of

Metro Manila were boiling
with angry protests against
Estrada, Arroyo hemmed and
hawed, insisting on maintain-
ing her neutrality even as her
own political party took a
strongly oppositionist stance,

She [linally resigned as
Estrada's social-welflare see-
retary only in October 2000,
after the damning allegations
by Ilocos Sur Gov. Luis
“Chavit™ Singson that Estrada
profited lrom jueteng collec-
tions and from Kickbacks for
the release ol government
funds. Arroyo would have
heen more damaged politi-

cally if she had decided ‘o
remain in the Estrada Cabi
net.

A TRADITIONAL
POLITICIAN?

But her deliberate and
cileulated move not to 1mn
mediately abandon Estrada,
as well as her conscious
effort not to displease (he
president in her pronounce-
ments, made one impression
on many Filipinos; ™ Thal
Arroyo was a traditional
politician.

This stigma on Arroyo-that
she could not be trusted fully,
that “she does not have the
moral leadership to steer the
course of the country—be-
came more evident during the
protests which culminated in
last week's euphoric People
Power 2 on Edsa and other
parts of the country.

In all of the events of last
week, Arroyo was never the
rallying point of the anti-
Estrada protesters. She was
politely cheered, like all other
leaders who showed up on
the stage at the Edsa Shrine,
but other personalities, like
the 10 senators who had
voted to open the envelope
al the impeachment trial, got
a lot more adulation from the
crowd.

Except when she
SWOrn in on Sulurd.‘iy noon,
no one was shouting her
name. And even then. the
cheers she got were not as
loud as those that precied
Supreme Court Chiel Justice
Hilurio Davide Jr,

The Cebu Daily News,
one of Cebu City's top dai
lies, pointed out in an cdi-

Wwas

PRES. ARROYO: Challenges ahead.

torial on January 23: “That
the Filipino people actually
were the central leaders, as
it were, of People Power 2
is as much a result of
Arroyo's lack of credibility
and charisma as it is of the
people’s indignation at
Estrada and their determina-
tion to oust him, with or
without Arroyo

‘WE ARE WATCHING
You’

Clearly, Arroyo has a lot
of making up to do with the
Filipino public.

From the moment she took
office, Filipinos from all
walks of life served her
notice: “We are watching
you.” In the audience at the
Edsa Shrine when she was
taking her oath, one man
carried a homemade poster
that read, “Be a pood girl,
Gloria.”

That night, after most of
the rallyists had gone home,
about a hundred young people
pathered by the stairs lead-
ing to the stage, singing
nationalist songs and chant-
ing, “Bantayan! Bantayan!
Bantayan si Gloria!™ A
speaker, a young man, de-
clared, "What our povern-
ment needs now is Lranspar-
ency! We should also be
vigilant!"”

Mike
working

Abundo, 22, a
student, told

CyberDyaryo that the people
are now more vigilant. "Be-
cause of the impeachment
trial, the people's vigilance
has increased dramatically
Now they watch the politi-
cians' every move. Now they
know how to decode their
motives. | think this is very
good.” He added, *1 think
every President deserves a
certain level of scrutiny.”

UNPOPULAR
APPOINTMENTS

And scrutiny is something
Arroyo has been getting a
lot of ever since she took
over Malacainang. Already,
there have been loud objec- -
tions (o her,decision to re-
tain Estrada's defense sec-
retary Orlando Mercado,
Armed Forces chiefl of staff
Gen. Angelo Reyes, and Gen.
Jose Calimlim, the vice-chief
of staff.

Cause-oriented groups
protest that the three top
officials of the defense es-
tablishment are responsible
for the dirty war fought by
the government in Mindanao
in 2000. Morecover, the
groups said these three de-
cided to abandon Estrada only
when it became clear that
younger officers of the mili-
tary would not hesitate to use
force on them if they did not
side with the people.

(Next page, please)




“These opportunists, all
latecomers Lo the oust-Estrada
movement, should not be
allowed to wash themselves
clean,” said Teodoro Casino,
Bayan secretary-general, in
a statement. “They should be
fired immediately.”

Casifio said they are “es-
pecially insistent on these
three because their conniv-
ance with Estrada’s all-oul
war policy in Mindanao and
elsewhere resulted in the
killing and maiming of hun-
dreds, the immeasurable
destruction of property, and
the dislocation and ruined
lives of thousands.”

He said, “There can be
no reconciliation and peace
without justice.”

Marie Hilao-Enriquez,
secretary-general of the hu-
man-rights alliance Karapa-
tan, reminded the new presi-
dent: “Healing is p‘rIITI;l'FII’\'
administered to the victim and
not to the oppressor. Heal
ing is taking genuine care
for the wounded victims (o
climinate the wounds suffered
under the hands of Estrada
and the past regimes. And
for healing 1o take place, it
must be based on justice.’

This early in Arroyo’'s
term, Enriquez reminded the
President. “1t is the people
who primarily installed her
in her present position. And
restitution and healing must
be given the people. espe
cially the victims of human
rights violations.™

She added that, “healing
and reconcihiation based on
_|l]${'|CL' means admission ol
guilt, apology, and a prom-
ise not to commil the same
wrongdoing against the citi-
zenry and indemnification of
the victims of human rights
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violations. Only in this way
can real healing and recon-
ciliation begin.’

WIDESPREAD
DISAPPOINTMENT

The indignation over
Arroyo's appointments has
not been confined 1o radigal
groups. The Council on
Philippine Allairs (Copa) led
by former Tarlac congress-
min Jose “Peping”
Cojuangeo, has expressed
dismay over the appointment
of Reyes and Calimlun, as
well as Arroyo's alleged
failure to appoint any mem-
ber of Copa (o a governmenl
postL.

And the various anti-crime
groups are divided over the
appointment of Gen. Leandro
Mendoza as Chiel of the
Philippine National Police.
And the Makati Business
Club, through Executive
Director Guillermo Luz, has
complained that most ol
Arr._;yn'\ appointees  are
politicians and not techno-
crals

The
expected to escalate,
cially it Arrovo is perceived
1o be toeing the party line
of Lakas-NUCD, to which
she belongs, and which is
perceived to be a poarty ol
traditional politicians

SO WHAT'S A NEW
PRESIDENT TO DO?

So what's a new president

1o do n the noisy.

and sometimes sell-serving

critticism so carly in the
»

disappointment is

l_'\}\l_'

lace ol

game’

Ordinary Filipimos seem
to be happy with the prom
is¢ ol her inaugural speech
to keep a simple lifestyle,
work for the alleviation ol
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poverty and infuse her ad-
ministration with a new
political culture and a deep
sense of morality
Electronic  discussion
groups are filled with sup
gestions on how Mrs. Ar-
royo should run her govern-
ment. One of these is to make
sure that safety nets and some
other Torms of protection are
implemented:to protect farm
ers, peasants, ordinary work
ers, and small entreprencurs
from the nepative effects ol
plobahization and s three
components—trade liberaliza
tion, privatization and derepu
lation. As a senator, Arroyo
pushed hard to bring the
country into the World Trade
Organization. However, she
also pruposed safety nets to
protect the vulnerable sec

l -

PEOPLE POWER: The Filipino way.

Lors

CREATE A REAL

REVOLUTION

Another suggestion is (o
create a “real revolution
Juan Miguel Luz, associale
professor of the Asian Insti
tute of Management, wrote
that “this new revolution has
to address what we have
ignored for too long—that we
are @ country that cannot be
truly united and world-stan-
dard when oo many
differences exist, when too
many members of sociely
hecause of their poverty or
ignorance are vulnerable to
vole-buying, bribery, intimi-
dation and all that are anath-
ema Lo a4 working democ-

racy

L'I:l.‘i'\

Luz conunued that we
need to “pet rid of poverty,
institute assel reform, cre
ate a strong middle
reform our education system,
create infrastructure that
works, promote local govern-
ments that can produce the
goods and services, transform
politics into a system thal
responds 1o public needs and

class,

provides for platforms ol
povernment that carry
through from term to term,
recraft our Constitution (o
provide better representation
for Mindanao and the
Visayas, for minorities, for
sectors in the different insti-
futions of our system but
expecially Congress and the
judiciary . ™

GENUINE AGRARIAN
REFORM

Implement genuine agrar-
1an reform, said Danilo
Riamos, secretary-general ol
the Kilusang Maghbubukid ng
Pilipinas, The KMP has asked
Mrs. Arroyoe to address the
“hasic social ills of Philip-
pine society™, such as land
monopoly.

“Genuine land reform or

the breakup of the lund
ml"nnpnly of hig landlords
like Danding Cojuangco, and
the subsequentdree distribu
tion of land to the tillers s
the only acceptable and
meaningful form of social
justice,™ Ramos said. He also
called for the Arroyo admin
istration “to immediately
conliscate and distribute the
vast tract of landholdings
owned uand grabbed by
Estrada's cronies and [lor]
the immediate return of the
P100-billion coco levy fund
and the P130 million excise
tax plundered by Estradu to
coconul and tobacco larm
ers,

Miucario Tiu, a member
of the MindanaolO81 group,
said that, “the most impor
rant 1ask auhead is the eradi
cution of poverty, which can
anly be done if we industri
alize ™ He asserted that
“industrialization is the only
route that will lead us out ol
underdevelopment. We will
remain i divided nution, and
therefore weak, and there
fore unstable, il we have
enclaves like Makatio on the
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one hand, and huge slum
colonies in the urban areas
and backward feudal estates
in the rural areas, on the
other hand.”

To civil society, Tiu said,
“We should make our expec-
tations clear to the govern-
ment: it must not only be
clean but it must also de-
velop the country through
industrialization. ™

BAYAN'S SHOPPING
LIST

Bayan came up with a long
shopping list for Mrs. Ar-
royo that includes the fol-
lowing

1. Justice and indemnili-
cation for victims of Marcos’
martial law,

2. lmmediate resumption
of the peace negotiations with
the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front and the National Demo
cratic Front,

3. The
previously signed agreements
with  hollk  revolutionary
Eroups:

4. The
ditional

recognition ol

swiltl and uncon

release ol over 200
political prisoners,

ol o P125
hike
(or private sector workers and
P3,000 salary mcrease for

stute employees, and;

5. The granting

icross-the-hoard wage

. A muoraloriiumn R new
tuttion fee increases at all
levels Tor sehool year 2001-
2002 '

“The post-Estrada povern-
thal
the people look lorward to
a reversal ol the worst ant)

ment 15 put on potice

people programs as well as
a halt to the immorial
praclices ol those occupying
sensitive

maosi

positions in the
land, ™ said Bayan chairman
Ratael Maruano
PROSECUTE THE
MARCOSES
Continue prosecuting the
Marcoses, wrote Erwin
Montojo, also in Mindanao
1081, “Now that the people’s
temper is high and their uest
for justice and truth intense,
we should bring back the case
of the Marcoses, This new
president installed through
our sustained elforts and with
risks to our should
provide a clearer, more ef-
licient, and stronger mecha
nism to ensure that the Fili-
pinos obtain lor all
the Murcos
He added, Ir.,
who was arrogant and imsen
sitive to us while we rallied
in EDSA 11 should know that
all the hook!
We should try them and mete
oul to them the punmishments
that have long cluded them.”

FROM THE I'EOPLE
ON THIEE STREET
The man and woman on
the street may not be quite

lives

justice
CXCUSNES

“Mircos

he 18 nol now

as articulate, but their con-
cern for and about the new
President is genuine. Editha
Polistico, a 32-year-old
mother of four from Quezon
City, told CyberDyaryo: “Let
us not judge her now,
Whatever the criticisms are
apainst her, I'm sure she'll
be able to address these, We
should give her a chance
George Belarmino, 39, a
Nshball vendor from San Juan,
has one hope for Arroyo. “I
hope she does nol do what
cver wrong Erap did.”
Rosan Aliya B. Agbon, a
13-year-old from Cotabato who
formed the Kids For Peace
Foundation to help
Mindanaoans affected by
Estrada's all-out war in
Mindanao, wrote Mrs. Arroyo
a letter brimming with hope,
but with a tinge of a warning
“One of the lessons | re
member [rom my religi
classes,™ Rosan wrote, "is that
power can be used for the good
of all, sadly, il can be abused
us well, In the Kids for Peace!
ll\_\.‘\.‘l]umrul;l] ||r“yl‘.ill1 al 1he
evacuation cenlers, we leard
harror from the chil
dreni It made me think ahour
the inhumanity that shuse of
power can bring. No one can
forget the chilling reality ol
the war in Mindanao, No one
should Torget what it mesnt to

stories

the mnocent children, mostly
younger than | am. By the way
Muadam President, a Lot of them
are still ot the
centers. | am nol sure if a4 new
president means renewed hope
for them. Now that the crisis
Is over, mavbe 1L 18 best 10
attention on then

evacualion

refocus
.'IF.'I[II
Mindansoan and
as a child-peace advocale,
agree with those who insist thal
the military solution did not
and never will bring peace. |
have witnessed child evacuces
draw the different ammunitions
they have seen. You saw the
pitiful sights in the evacuation
centers. You saw the innocent
victims ol the war that
ravaged Mindanao. These are
not images of peace

“I, as a

Unee

You scem (o me an adva
cate of peace. You became a
President through peaceful
means., You are a mother
yoursell and’l Know thal you
feel for
my fervent hope then thal your
government will never resort

these children. It s

to the military option. The
child evacoees have sulfered
Please do nol ever
declare war in Mindanao
The Cebu Datly News®
editorial  swmmed up  the
President s lash via a-vis her
society i the
next divs, weeks and months
"Arrovo o muost listen to therr
deas o how 1o make this
a betier place. She
catintt altord oo dgnore them
hecunse s thing called People
Power does nol have o pre
(Cybher

enaough

ullies e evil

LA

seription
Dyaryve)

pertod.”
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To exile or detain Estrada?

4 HE Arroyo officials were at loggerheads on whether
deposed President Joseph Estrada should go into exile
even while newly-designated Justice Secretary Hernando
Perez had issued hold-departure orders for Estrada, his

wife Loi and son Jinggoy who is San Juan mayor.

Senate President Aquilino Pimentel Jr. believed the political
tensions would ease up if Estrada left the country. Pimentel said
the volatile situation could further deteriorate after the instal-
lation of Gloria Arroyo as President even when Estrada had not
resigned.

Pimentel pointed out that even if Estrada does not personally
lead a campaign to mobilize forces to destabilize the Arroyo
government, his followers could create problems for the govern-
ment.

Perez quoted Estrada’s statement that he was born in the
Philippines, grew up in the country and will die there. Ombuds-
man Aniano Desierto, however, is preparing charges of plunder,

malversation, bribery, graft and corruption, and acquisition of

wealth unlawfully.

Sen. Juan Flavier led minority senators in suggesting Aus-
tralia and the Usited States could provide excellent asylum for
Estrada. Sen. Teofisto Guingona reminded Estrada he should
make himself available if the local courts require his presence.
Sen. Renato Cayetano favors Estrada taking his family and cronies
with him to eliminate possible mischief.

The foreign affairs department noted the passports issued
Estrada and his wife Loi in 1994 have expired but no move has
been made to renew them.

To leave or not is Mr. Estrada’s decision, Perez said, but
he has not made any indication he wants to leave and he cannot
be forced to.

But House prosecutors Joker Arroyo and Wigberto Tanada
said history must not be allowed to repeat itself as in 1986 when
Ferdinand E. Marcos chose to exile himself in Horolulu were
he died. They said allowing Estrada to leave could create legal
problems.

The Arroyo government wants to keep track of Estrada’s
wealth by keeping him in the country. Estrada tried to withdraw
$3 million and P100 million from his Citibank Greenhills account
but Malacaiian had issued an order to the bank to freeze the
Estrada deposits.

The freeze order was declared illegal by Integrated Bar of
the Philippines president Arthur Lim, saying only the court is
empowered to issue such an order. Perez argued the order was
issued pursuant to the 1997 Internal Revenue Code.

Estrada clarified his Citibank dollar and peso accounts were
opened by him in 1985 when he was still an actor-producer and
dollars came cheap. He emphasized his money at Citibank had
been legally acquired.

Perez said only the Citibank Greenhills account under
Estrada’s name has been frozen. He said deposits in Fquitablc
PCI Bank am other banks have not been touched because *‘we
are not really certain in whose names the deposits were made.”

A disgrace to Bicol

LIKE many Bicolanos,
T atadd
elected senator?) and, 1o some
C\'Il-‘.||\\'l Tatad

deserve the bottomless pit

| too am ashamed

and Honasan s he really o auiy
cxtenl, poarmer
ind Honusa

of hell tor de

other soscilled

Fuentehella

liberitely conspiring with ning
Senator-Judges in openly and shamelessly
ahstructing justice tor one and s omilthionm

TCAasOnNs We cun only surmise upan

Indeed, n times ol crises. o man s rik
and in Tatad and Honusan's
they came out glaringly  The lnguirer
ad Jast January 27 of the Catandunganons
Apainst Hypoerisy and Opportunism hit the
bullseye: ““FRANCISCO S. TATAD/He read
Proclamation 1081 in 1972 declarmg mar
Lal law/He hijacked the decision ol Chiel
Justice Davide at the Senate impeachment
hearings 1o suppress the truth/Now when
Estrada 1s sure ol being booted out, he comes
out with full-page ads asking him Lo resign
An obvious ploy Lo ingratiate himsell again
tot he Filipino people/This man thinks he
can (ool the people all the time and we
people from Catanduanes are ashamed ol
him!/May the Filipino people never lorgel
what this man has done and is capable vl
doing il given another chance. ™'

Two days earlier, the same paper under
the article *'Relentless bashing of "Noton
ous 117 leaves Kit fuming,” quoted Marcos
erstwhile propagandist as pontificating: *°l
never wanted to bring out this point but |
believe we have reached the limits of our
tolerance of the arrogance and sell-righteous

colors come out,
cuse,

ONE'S WORTH

| by MAX NOBLE

ness of these people 1 they want coopera
tion, we will give it to them but if they
continue to be arrogant, they will not gel
it from Tatad.'

Look who's talking!

As Tor Honasan, who can forget the coup
attempts against the Cory administration which
reduced the Philippine economy almost (o a
shumbles? One has yet 1o hear this supposed
officer and gentleman say sorry

About Fuentebella, the honorable thing Tor
him to have done was nof (o sppear at EDSA
wlhen GMA was about to take oath of office
But Fuente was there, all smiles before TV
cameras, despite being carlier booed. Fortu- -
nately, he didn’t suffer the faje of this ageing
PBA balvador, who had been hit on the head
as he tried w go up onto the EDSA stage wilh
a likewise ageing fashion model

I there was any Bicolano politician aside

‘from Roco who should have been on the EDSA

stupe with GMA, 1t should have been Joker
Arroyo. But to his credit, Joker didn't tuke
advantage of **EDSA Shrine’’; instead, he was
on TV explaining the post-Estrada role of the
[mpeachment Courl. (The political opportun

(Page 11, pleass)
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ON GLORIA’S
TITANIC TASK

IT IS time for healing and unity to build
a new nation in pursuit of happiness, dig-
nity and integrily.

This was how our new President, Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo, lined up her agenda of
government as soon as she was sworn in
as the nation's 14th Chiel of State.

These are the values that must be high-
lighted these days. Simply defined, they all
mean giving glory to Divine Providence which
upheld the people’s rights to stand for what
is true and just and to ensure their manifest
destiny to a good life and enshrine people
power as the ultimate source of sovereignty
throughout the land.

EEXEE

Which is why every one of us is now
called upon to be humble and forgiving —
seeking forgiveness and granting it — with
magnanimity. Our most [ervent prayer these
days, therefore, is for Erap and his cohorts,
particularly the “11 abominable” senators
to ask for forgiveness and to recognize their
mistake in suppressing the truth which trig-
gered the EDSA upheaval.

For how senseless and saddening it would
be should these people merely keep quiel
and remorseless — or worse, if they would
rather rationalize dand justify their mistake
with all sorts of technicalities and gobble-
dypook that made a mockery ol the impeach
ment process

On the other hand, forgiving is neither
a sign of weakness, nor an eaemy of jus-
tice, which should inevitably impose the
ultimate verdict upon those who plotted to
subvert the truth and the people’s sovereign
will.

L 2

The Filipino people these days have the
right to congratulate themselves over and
over again for having set a model on how
to conduct a bloodless revolution that is once
more the envy of other suffering nations

Although we are not out of the woods
yel, we can expect our economy Lo be back
on track by next year and eventually bounce
back with foreign investors now getting
inclined to revive their interest in the
Philippines.

Difficult days are still ahead, but the Fili-
pino people are praying in earnest that the
new government under Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo will relentlessly pursue its mandate
at EDSA 1o provide for a better way of life
for the Filipino people.

Indeed, this mandate is a tall order for
changing the old ways which were the sum
and substance of bad governance and (o take
new roads that may lead (o better gover-
nance, positive public trust and confidence
and healthy moral authority,

This is what Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo's
agenda for governance is all about,

HEEESY

Upon her assumption inta office, President
Arroyo had issued her first administrative order
banning all government workers from dealing
with (directly or indircctly) her husband, their
children and all their relatives — “whether real,
pretended or imaginary.”

This should haunt somewhat the deposed
Joseph Ejercito Estrada in his lonesome at Polk
Street in San Juan, how he had, some two and
a half years ago, declared “Walang kama-
kamagansk, walang Kai-kaibigan™ during his
inaugural address.

This was how Estrada so impressed his
countrymen that during his watch, there would
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be no special favors granted by his adminis
tration to his relatives and [riends.

The irony of it all was that in a short while
later, charges of corruption had staried hounding
his presidency until the very day he was booted
out of Malacanang.

EEEED

During her first meeting with her Cabinet,
President Arroyo had directed her official family
to sign an 8-point “muoral covenant™ which
commit them, among others, to “lead simple
lifestyles™ and avoid mediocrity in serving the
people.

Later in the day, she ordered all luxury
vehicles issued 1o government officials be
recalled and later sold al public auction.

Without meaning 1o take lightly Mrs
Arroyo's determination to lead by example,
many critics poinl (o past acts of previous
administrations who made similar promises ul
the start — only 1o end up being accused of
cronyism and nepotism — like those involving
the Kamaganak Inc. und the We Bulong Bri
gades and the “Midnight Cabinet™ who made
fortunes during their predecessor’s dispensa
tion.

TEREEN

Will President Arroyo do better?
only hope so — particularly when her admin-
istration can prove that it truly means busi-
ness and devote honest-to-goodness efforts o
make good their commitment 1o do away with
corruption once and for all and to level the
playing field in dealings with the government.

President Arroyo has now called for re-
sponsibility and professionalism that should put
everyone in the burcaucracy al attentinn I
the public service sector responds positively.
it would go a long way toward their petting
tusks done properly in the normal course of
events.

Should this he realized, it would leave the
President more free time to attend to more
vital affairs ol state and allow the presidency
to perform her basic duty to lead.

For the President is not only the chief
executive officer who plans the future, con-
ceptualizes policies and lays down guidelines
and national goals.

She is also the chiel operating officer, who
carries oul a multitude of lasks down lo the
minutest detail. These tasks cannot normally
rest on the shoulders of only one person —
with its huge population, enormous economic
challenges and deeply politicized day-to-day
routines.

We can

EEE 2

Which is why we should refrain Irom judg-
ing the President by how sociable she is. We
should rather consider how hard she would
work and not how often she makes personal
public appearances as megastars are prone (o
do.

More importantly, we should appreciate how
much of her time is devoted to the study,
planning and of formulating vital programs of
State so that our frec-wheeling democracy would
be able to operate best under the law.

We need leaders who will demonsirale
equality Tor all — und we need to practice
cquality ourselves, Equality and freedom are,
after all the concept of society as expressed
in our Constitution

It is in this context that we should chovse
our President sy o leader among equils ni
like u despot amony subjects,

We Forum
OPINION
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POSTSCRIPT TO HYPOCRISY

by BUTCH DALISAY

AMIDST and despite the euphoria that
greeted the serial, last-minute defections of
the members of Erap Estrada’s cabinet, we
have to ask these [ine people, “What took
you so long?”

Sure, the resignations derved a purpose
On top of the military’s declaration of its
withdrawal of support irom the embatiled
President, the Cabinet defections may have
been vital to the collapse of Erap's regime,
by divesting him of the last semblance and
substance of a functioning government (o
lead. These resignations were quickly cited
by constitutionalists as 4 possible legal basis
for turning over the presidency to Vice
President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo without
having to wait for Estrada’s formal resig-
nation '

Still, it sticks like a lishbone in the gullet
to think that these Cabinet members had o
wait until practically the dying moments of
the administration—their administration, we
should emphasize—to jump ship and declare
themselves in agreement with massive popular
sentiment.

That goes as well for the members of the
infamous Erap Eleven who now claim to
recognize the essential untenability of
Estrada’s position. Maost galling of all is
Senate Majority Floor Leader Francisco
Tatad's full-page paid ad in a'l the major
dailies (and one has to wonder—but not
much—where he lound the wherewithal to
bare his conscience so conspicuously) where
he intones, with the kind of pious demeanor
that scoundrels in suits can learn to exude
so well, that “Resignation may be the only
honorable way out ™

Gah! The even more unpalatable Tessie
Aquino-Oreta at least Tound the unusual good
sense to keep her insights between her legs
and to dash off to what we can only hope
will be eternal oblivion in Hong Kong

Some Cabinet delections were easier o
stomach than others. Delense Secretary Orly
Mercado had long been seen Lo be more
committed to good housckeeping within the
military and (o securing its neutrality than
to Estrada himsell: his and AFP Chief of
Staff Angelo Reyes's defections were fairly
predictable, and hanging on to their posts
until the decisive moment may actually have
been necessary [or the prevention of blood-
shed. Ditto for Trade Secretary Jose Pardo,
who remained 4 useful conduit between the
Erap and opposition camps.

But how does one explain the bolt of

moral lightning that seems to have hit
Education Secretary Andrew Gonzalez,
Tourism Secretary Gemma Cruz Arancta,
and NEDA chief Felipe Medalla, among
others,, about three months too late?

After clinging like circus monkeys to the
myth of their indispensability, they discov
ered only that they had become. in the rhetoric
of the day, “immaterial and irrelevant™ (o
popular concerns.

Pathetic's the word to describe National
Treasurer Leonor Briones' reminder that “she
had resigned as carly as November 4 last
year” but postponed its implementation
“because of my very strong sense ol duty
to the government.” Gah, again!

The complicity of these people in unnec-
essarily prolonging the Erap regime is
matched only by the impunity with which
they deserted him in the end, and the nerve
with which they declared themselves one
with the opposition on the last day of a
four-month crisis. After keeping him com-
pany all this while, some of these secretar-
ies could not even find the grace and the
courtesy to inform Estrada personally of their
decision to resign. If this was “profession-
alism”. as they so finely pointed out, then
pity the employer they will next afflict

Given how quickly history happens in this
country, the these last-minute Lurn-
coats could very soon be a memory, a foot
note ta the greater drama swirling around their
chiel, They will slink back to less Mashy jobs
in academe or the private sector, and soon be
forgotten, if not forgiven.

But their very loyalty to the mortally dam-
aged Erap reveals that we learned nothing from
the cxperience of another Cabinet acknowl-
edged 1o be “brilliant”: Ferdinand Marcos’s
ull-stars, whose ample talents and advanced
deprees helped sanitize and legitimize a hope-
lessly corrupt regime.

We don't want to be eruel, but there should
be n way of professionally censuring or sham-
ing these people for the inconvenience (hey
caused the Filipino people by overstaying on
their jobs and giving a world-class crook the
comfort of knowing that he had a raft of
otherwise respectable faces to keep him afloat.

Gringo Honasan and Bobby Jaworski de-
served every boo and jeer they got at EDSA.
Let the May elections take care of their per-
fidy. The Cabinet folks were luckier to have
escaped unscathed—which is why, cven as 4
postscript, something like this needs to be
wrilten into the record of these remarkable
times. (CyberDyaryo)

case of

YOUTH SECTOR . . . ¢ompaew

Sebastian College’s publication, Greg Cartano
and Armando Baring Of University of the Phil-
ippines-Diliman, among others. He said that
such a move would help the healing process
being undertaken by the new administration.

It was Estrada’s failure to heed sludent
demands that prompied them 1o join other sectors
in the movement (o oust him. Now, for the
healing process to be complete, the students
said Arroyo should “fske an active role™ in
the prosecution of ousted President Joseph
Estrada

ACTIVE PROSECUTION OF
ESTRADA

“The President cannot just “let justice tukes
since she owes her heing in power
And the people toppled down

ils course’
(0 the people
the past regime precisely because ol ils erimes

Alvares suid

against the people.”

This same sentiment is shared by other cause-
oriented groups pressing for the filing of charges
against Estrada, who fell from power on Janu-
ary 20.

“The arrest and punishment of Estrada for
ull his crimes against the people must be given
duc attention and must not be delayed. We
will not allow Estrada to leave Malacaiang or
(he country scot-free. Justice must be served
to the Filipino people,” the group said in the
statement,

NUSP national president Cristina Palabay
announced they will hold a victory march to
Mendiola and present their demands 1o the
President

Summing up, she said, "IT President Ar-
royo will duplicate what Estrada did (o us, we
will he forced to go to the sireets sgain along
with hundreds of students until we gel what
ithe youth seetor deserves.” (CyberDyaryo)
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NIGHTMARE ON POLK STREET

by BILL HUANG

NO SOONER has the smoke evaporated and
the dust settled from the ousting of Joseph
Ejercito Estrada last week, than several sena
tors, Aquilino Pimentel foremost among them,
have put out the word (hat the continued
presence of the former president in the coun
iry may pose a threat to the newly-installed
Arroyo administration.

It is not that he meant (o insinuate that the
former president would ever actively partici
pate in any destabilization moves ugainst the
new government, Pimentel was careful to say
yesterday at a4 media forum. The Senate Presi-
dent only aired his concern that the former
president might be used as a rallying point by
his supporters to mount such efforts. Similar
sentiments have been voiced by Senators
Teofisto Guingona and Raul Roco

To be sure, this Jime last week, this new
concern was farthest from the minds of the
millions who gathered at the Edsa Shrine fo
venl their rightcous anger al the hatchet job
that had just been rendered by the now-infa
mous eleven senators ot the impeachment courl

Over those fateful four mights and lve days,
the concern of the crowd could be summed up
in just nine words (well, five, if you discounl
repetition) - GUILTY SI ERAP, PATALSIKIN
S| ERAP, ARESTUHIN SE ‘ERAP. Bul exile?
We didn't hear saying PALAYASIN
51 ERAP

anyone

Naonetheless, 'that opinion cum proposal is
out in the public consciousness now, for us to
grapple with, much like the dogs who, after
barking at and then chasing after the car moving
around their neighborhood, have finally caught
the cor. Which begets the obvious guestion
Now what?

In this nation of 75 million dogs who have
finally caught the car (by the way, we're sure
that sometime during the life of this republic,
if not during this particular impeachment and
people-power drama, the dog anafogy has been
used, so let's not get overly sensitive here),
it scems as if the head dogs, il we may refer
to our senators as such, are now saying, OK,
OK., we made our poinf. we cuught the car.
now let it go. And the dops generally do just
that. as they either tire of the chase. or are
satisfied that the car has already left their
territory

Thinking about 1 some more though, il you
take 23% ol the top. that's skimming, 1l you
take 77% olT the top, that's a major rip-ofl

There was slso his fascination with casi
nos, which the public would learn about when
Estrads was caught on videotape gambling in
one as Vice-President, in clear violuljon ol a
law forbidding government ofTicials from even
setting Toot in casinos, ler alone pambling in
them

During the impeachment trial, sccording 1o

FREEDOM WALL . . .

kayong humiril pa (don't complain anymore),
get out of the country. [t's the best all of you
can do.”

However, while most of the messages were
for the senators, there was a note addressed
to President Arroyo, saying, “Ayusin ang
gobyerno (Fix up the government), GMA pls.”

And another called lor “a breed of
leaders, pls.”

THE FAVORITE TARGET

Orew and Santago's panel was probubly
the favorite ol the crowd where women and
young people preferred (o write. The angry
messages for the two women senators even
spilled over to the other pancls.

For dancing in the wake of what the public
saw a8 a defeat of the democratic process al
the impeachment trinl, Tessie Oreta was called
“Dirty dancer”. Nasly invectives were liKe
wise reserved lor the other senators: Miriam
Santiago was cialled “Brenda,™ John Osmena,
*bakla (gay)", Blus Ople, “kalbo (bald)"; Enrile
as “traydor (traitor) forever,™ Coseleng wus
branded “worst [ashion trendselter, best suils
for burial.™

Senator Ramon Revilla was asked, * Nasaan
ang anting-anting mo? (Where is your amu-
fet)” and Sotto and Juworski were advised * Balik
showbiz ka na lang (GO back 1o show bus)
ness)” und “May PBA ka na lang (Just return
1o basketball),” respeciively. And to Honasan,
who led seven coup altempts against the goy
ernment of President Corszon Aquino: “Coup—
my uss.”

Akbayun stressed that for the peaple (o
“evolve as a notion” politicians such as these,
led by the ousted President, “must Tirst be
punished” and “his (rapo (raditionsl politi-
cians) allies must not be allowed (o regain
political power und negate the gains of EDSA ™

“We just want the people to remember,”
Arlene Santos, heund of the Akbayan open-
campaign commitlee (old CyberDyaryo

CRUSH THEIR POLITICAL CAREERS

Santos added that although many ol the

new

(F'rom page 12)

Senators are nol re-electionsts,
crush their politicul career “even il they run
as barangay caplain.” In short, the messuge
Akbayan wants Lo send is, “We're not going
to leave your backs because o what you did.™

She sald that Akbayan will be settipg up
freedom walls in different parts ol the country
within the next twa weeks, Questions will be
|,\r1|1:c(| lor pc.\plu 1o respond 1o, such ns, “What
s it you don't like about the government?”
and What is 1t you want ta happen i the
governmen?”

In Metra Manila, smaller frecdom wills will
be put up in markets, malls, and schools such
us the University ol the Philippines, Alenco
de Manila and the schools in University Bell
In the Visuyns, walls will be put up in Cebu,
and in the cities ol General Suntos, Davauo,
and Zamboangan in Mindunao. Atler twi weeks,
the Treedom  walls will be brought 1o
'.'\-|<1|.\L-1I1.|Hy

iIl's betler to

Santos suid, however, thul the Ireedom walls
about the |1 senutors will be brouglit (o the
Senale.

She sind that the public is now more con
scious ol therr power, after upseating the
President. This empowerment should be nur-
tured, Santos said, Indeed, us evidenced by
the messuges m the freedom wall, the Filipino
public is not whout to buy e o message ke

*Forgive und forget.™ (Cyber Dyuaryo)

LEGAL NOTICE

MNolice Is hareby given thal the estale ol the
lale SPOUSES CELESTINO DELANTAR NIERVA
and JUANITA LASTHELLA NIERVA, whao died
on December 1, 1988 and September 4, 1993,
respeciively, has bean exira judicially satlled among
Iheir helrs in & documeni entitled "Extrajudicial
Selllemen! Among Heirs ol the Estale ol the
Deceased, Spouses Celeslino Delantar Nierva and
Juanita Lastrella Nierva With Walver ol Rights'
enlared inlo the notarlal regisiry ol Alty. Erwin C
Macaline bearing Doc, No. 42, Page No. 43, Book
No. IX, Serles ol 2001

’ WE FORUM

Jan. 22, 29 & Feb. 5, 2001

testimony by lormer Clark Development Cor
pocation head Ruto (."'l”.\‘"'- Estrudn wus
involved in attempts (o set up the Fontaimebleu
Cusing i conjunetion with the existing Fontunn
Club and Leisure Resort, He moy even have
been mvolved in attemprs 1o Torce the Mimosa
hotel and casing oul ol

Fonlainehleu

business al the same

1me wis being set up

Then there waus his much publicized wel
come ol Macau gambling tord Stancly Ho in
1999 upder the prefext hat He's casig pl.ln\
were nol only gomg (o revive loarism and hoost
govermment revendes, they were also going
This
wis such an unportant ittive 1o Estradu tha
e took the veeusion ol Ho's drrival 10 mome
hnmsell housing czar and declore humsell Ho's
pariner

fund Estrocka’s mnss-lvousing initialives

It we retlect on the Estrada administrafion’s
thirty-one muonths in ollice, that mueh
reviled proposal to bury the late, unlamented
Ferdinand Mareos 0 the Libingan ng mped
Bayane, was there any matter, any

whijective, that merded mure

ulter

Podigy

attention Tram

Joseph Estrada than gambling and wasinos
Thinking about it

ing on gambling us 4 souree of botli govern

the fogic ol concentral

ment and personal revenue is sd seductively
All you hive toda (o Keep the money
coming in 1s 1o kKeep the rouletie whieels; lottery

sunple

chutes, und bingo shukers going

Why bang one’s head aguinst the wall try
ing 1o convinee citizens o opuy their taxes?
Why bother irying o convinee govermmenl
sllietuls 1o run clean ‘I|‘Cl.a1ilrllx aied 1o pra
vide adequute services? Why sulfer the com
ments, feedbuck und maybe even virulent ob-
jections of legislutors over dillerences tn opimon
about your legistative progeam for the nation?

And 1l we reflect some more, we are el

ERAP, LOI: No to exile.

with u sense ol awe over how Estrodn would
have pulled it all oft, had Atong Ang not decided
fo piss Chavi .\l||_1_'-'1'n off by easing him oul
al Estradn’s gambliog loap

Had someone, and who knows wlio that might
have been, not decided o try and have Singson
rubbed out that mght of October 3rd lust year.
we'd st be whispering ahout Joseph Estrada’s
fubulots wealth, und speculating about where
iomight have all come from. And thut's all
1l would hove been, 1dle \I;L'Lul;l““ll. shadowy
gussip, nothing on which an impeachment (rial
could have been bulll upaon

And we'd have been whispering about G ull
the way (o 2004 and beyond, (Cy erDyaryo)

OFFICE OF THE NOTARY PUBLIC
RENATO E. TAGUIAM
Attorney-Al-Law
Penthouse, Quadsiar Bldg.
Ortigas Ave,, San Juan
Matro Manila

CHINA BANKING CORPORATION
Maorigagee, File No FREW 00-252
- Versus Extra Judicial Foreclosure
IGNACIO F JUICO marned ol Real Estale Mortgage
lo Alice Parham Juico Under Acl 3135 as
x amended by Acl 4118

NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE BY NOTARY PUBLIC

Upon exira judicial pelilion lor sale under Act 3135
as amended by Act 4118, filed by CHINA BANKING
CORFPORATION Ihru counsel wath principal office and place
ol business al Paseo de Roxas cor Villar 51 Makall
Cily, as morigagee daled March 14, 1596 as amended
on May 22, 1997 execuled by IGNACIO F JUICO, married
lo Alice Patham Juico, and residing al No 46 Queensville
Streel, White Plains Subd  Quezon Cily, as morlgagors
to satisly the morlgage indebledness exclusive of accrued
inleres) and penally amounts 1o Ten Milllen Three Hun-
dred Filty Five Thousand (P10,355.000 00), plus the slipu
laled inleres| and penally, allorney s leos and olhes charges
and axpenses which may become due and payable la (he
aloremenlioned mortgagee; the undersigned Notary Public
hereby gives notice lo all inleresied parties and to lhe
public in general |hal on Feb 16, 2001 at 10'00 o'clock
in the morning of soon Ihereafler, Infront of the Main
Entrance, Quezon Ciy Hall Bldg . he will sell al public
auction lo Ihe highes! bidder lor CASH, and in Fhilippine
Currency, Ihe lollowing described real properly logelher
wilh all the buildings and imprevéments exisling therean
o wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE
NO. RT-103568 (167394) PR-41208
Reglstry of Deeds for Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lol 3 Block 20 ol the consoligalion
subdivision plan (LRC) Pcs-2841 being a poftion ol Lol

6 (LRC) Pes-591 LRC (GLRO) Rec No. 695 875 917
siluated in the Dist of Cubao, Quezon Cily Bounded on
Ihe NW _paoints 2 1o 4 by Lol Road 19 of the subdivision
plan (LRC) Psd-12333 on the NE  points 4 1o 5 by Lot
5 Block 20 of the subdivision plan, and on Ihe SW  points
1102 by Lot 1 Block 20 of the subdivision plan Beginning
al a poinl marked "1 an plan, lo the point of beginning
conlaining an area of FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTEEN (518)
SQUARE METERS

This Notice ol Sale will be posled for a peniod ol twenty
(20) days in three (3) conspicuous public places in Quezon
City, where the subject propefty Is localed and where the
auction sale shall take place, and likewise a copy of this
nolice will be published for the same period In & News-
paper ol general circulalion in Quezon Cily, once a week
for Ihree (3) consecutive weeks, tha first publication 1o
\ake place al leas! \wenly (20) days belore Ihe dale of
auclion sale

The undersigned Nolary Public hereby further gives
notice that if on Feb 16 2001, Ihe minimum requireman!
of Iwo (2) buyersitidders will nof parficipale in Ihe auction
sale pursuant |o (he Supreme Courl EN BANC Resolulion
embodied In Administtalive Matler No  89-10-05-0 daled
December 14 1999 which become elleclive on January
15, 2000, the sale shall be posiponed and re-scheduled

" on Feb 23. 2001 al the place and lime herelofore slaled

Prospeclive buyers andlor bidders are hereby enjoined
1o invesligale for themsalves Ihe litle lo the said real prop
erty and the encumbrances thereon, (| any there be
Quezon Cily Metre Manlla, Jan 16, 2001
[(Sgd) RENATO E TAGUIAM
Nolary Public
Until Dec 31, 2001
PTRA 1080608/1-6-00/Q C
Copy furmshed
Ignacio F Juico & Alice P Juico - No, 46 Queensville
Si . White Plains Subd Quezon Cily
Ally Omar D Vigiia, Counsel for China Banking Corp
Paseo de Roxas cor Villar St Makali Cily

WE FORUM
Jan. 22, 29 & Feb, 5, 2000
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‘GOLDEN RICE’ ARRIVES IN ASIA

(Issued jointly by the International Rice
Research Institute, the Rockefeller
Foundation and Syngenta AG)

OS BANOS, Philippines — In an exciting
new development for the rice industry in
Asia, the first research samples of pro-
Vitamin A enriched ‘Golden Rice’ have
arrived in the region. The genetically modi-
fied rice, which contains beta-carotene and other
carotenoids, arrived at the Philippine-based Inter-
national Rice Research Institute (IRRI) on Fri-

day, January 19, 2001.
IRRI scientists will now
begin work that will play a
key role in an international
effort to further invdstigate
the safety and utility of
‘Golden Rice' in combaling
Vitamin A Deficiency (VAD),
which is responsible for
500,000 cases of irreversible
blindness and 1-2 million
deaths worldwide each year.
IRRI's Director-General,
Dr. Ronald P. Cantrell said,
“The arrival of these initial
samples at IRRI is a very
significant step and allows us
to finally start on the required
testing processes using local
rice varieties. IRRI expects
to play a major role in the
ongoing ‘Golden Rice” re-
search effort and its even-
tual introduction to the
world’s millions of poor rice
farmers and consumers.”
The delivery of ‘Golden
Rice' from the inventors'
laboratories in Europe was
possible as a result of the
donation of intellectual prop-
erty licences from; Syngenta
Seeds AG. Syngenta Ltd,
Bayer AG, Monsanto Com-
pany Inc., Orynova BV, and
Zeneca Mogen BV. Each
company has licensed free-
of-charge technology used in
the research that led to the
‘Golden Rice' invention,
Subject to further research,
initially in the developing
countries of Asia, as well as
local regulatory clearances,
‘Golden Rice' can then be
made available free-of-charge
for humanitarian uses in any
developing nation.
Professor Ingo Potrykus,
co-inventor of ‘Golden Rice’,
said, “Vitamin A Deficiency
remains a very important health
problem which no current
remedy completely addresses.
Peter Beyer and | are very
pleased that these companies
have provided essential sup-
port to assist our long held
intent of donating this poten-
tially beneficial invention to
those countries where Vitamin
A Deficiency causes hundreds
of thousands of cases of irre-
versible blindness every year. ™

In order to further expe-
dite the introduction of ‘Golden
Rice’ to developing countries,
a ‘Humanitarian Board® has
been established, comprised of
a number of public and pri-
vale sector organizations, The
Humanitariun Board has four
principal aims:

* 1o supporl the inventors
in making ‘Golden Rice' freely
available to those that need i,
consistent with the highest
standards ol salety assessment

* (o ensure the proper
investigation of ‘Golden Rice’
as one potential solution to
Vitamin A Deficiency

* o individual
developing countries and their
national rescarch institutes as
they assess (heir interest in
*Golden Rice’

* to facilitate information
sharing between *Golden Rice’
projects in different parts of
the world.

¢ The Humanitarian Board
is chaired by Prolessor
Potrykus and also includes his
co-inventor ol *Golden Rice’,
Professor Peter Beyer. Other
members of the Board are; Dr
Ronnie Coffman, Cornell Uni-
versily; Dr Adrian Dubock,
Syngenta AG (Sccretary), Dr
William Padolina, International
Rice Research Institute (IRRI);
Dr Ashok Seth, Rural Devel-
opment Unit, South Asia Re-
gion of the World Bank; and
Dr Gary Toenniessen, Direc-
tor of Food Security at the
Rockefeller Foundation. Dr,
Katharina Jenny. Indo-Swiss
Collaboration in Biotechnol-
ogy. ETH, Zurich, is an ob-
server to the Board. Each
individual on the Humanitar-
1an  Board retains his/her
independent advisory status,

® This is an exciting new
type of public-private sector
collaboration, formed specifi-
cally to further an important
scientific breakthrough in the
‘development’ field.

* Licences Tor lurther
development will now be
granted 1o other public sector
resenrch institutes. The tech
nology can then he transferred
(0 local rice varieties for
hiosafety and elficacy testing
which is expected 1o tuke al
least another four yeuars.

suppuori

“their

ALL ABOUT VITAMIN ‘A’

Vitamin A Deficiency
(VAD): Vitamin A is one
of the most important nu-
trients for the maintenance
of life and health. Conse-
quently, dietary lack or
deficiency of Vitamin A
(VAD) leads to severe
clinical symptoms. In
Southeast Asia it is esti-
mated that five million
children develop xeroph-
thalmia (alteration in the
structure of the conjunc-
tiva and cornea found pre-
dominantly in children)
every year. This problem
may be equally severe in
certain areas of Africa,
Latin America and the
Caribbean. VAD also plays
an important role in
measles-associated corneal
destruction, the most com-
mon cause of paediatric
blindness in' Africa (Fos-
ter and Sommer, 1987,
Brit. Opthalmol, 71:331-
343). Overall, around
500,000 children annually
hecome irreversibly blind
as a result of VAD.

According to statistics
compiled by UNICEF, the
diets of an estimated 124
million children worldwide
are deficient in Vitamin A
(Humphrey et al, 1992,
WHQO Bulletin, 70: 225-

232), Improved Vitamin A
nutrition could be expected
to prevent approximately
1-2 million deaths annu-
ally among children aged
1-4 years, and an addi-
tional 0.25-0.5 million
deaths during later child-
hood. VAD is known to
be a serious piablic health
problem in at least 26
countries, and is suspected
to be in at least 13 more
(Sommer, 1988, J,Nutr.
119: 96-100).

‘Golden Rice' is a pe-
netically modified rice con-
taining beta-carotene and
other carotenoids, precur-
sors of Vitamin A, and is
one potential solution to
the problem of VYAD,
Alternative VAD allevia-
tion strategies include
improved diet, through the
intake of green vegetables
and animal products, or
the use of vitamin pills.

The inventors of
‘Golden Rice' are Profes-
sor Ingo Potrykus of the
Institute for Plant Sci-
ences, Swiss Federal In-
stitute of Technology
(ETH), Zurich, Switzer-
land, and Professor Peter
Beyer of the Centre for
Applied Biosciences, Uni-
versity of Freiburg, Ger-
miny.
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Farmers use ‘Coke’

for better crops
by LILYBETH G. ISON

A team of researchers
working at the Sahelian
Centre of the International
Crops Research Institute [or
Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT)
has confirmed that despite
drought conditions late lasi
year, some 5,000 farmers in
Niger were.able 1o avoid crop
failures using Coca-Cola
bottle caps to dispense tiny
amounts of fertilizer.

Indeed, Niger farmers
found out that *micro-dosed™
crops  with  small
amounts ol fertlizer not only
prevented harvest losses, but
stgmticantly increased their
production of millet

Despite the drought in
their farmers
claimed that bottle-cap doses
boosted yields, in many cases
doubling production

As (he farmers in this arid
West African nation discov
cred, things grow better with
Coke

“Farmers who applied the
method, known locally as the
Coca-Cola technique, har-
vested about 50 to 100 per-
cent more millet, which is
Niger's staple food, than their
neighbors, ™ suaid Andreas
Buerkert, an agronomist with
Germany's University of
Hohenheim and a former
member of the research team
al the ICRISAT Sahelian
Centre.

In some cases, they even
produced harvests that broke
local records. Farmers pro-
duced the bonanza using one-
third, and often less, of the
amount of fertilizer com-
monly used in Europe and
North America,”™ he added.

Conditions in Niger are
Lypical ol the arid Sahel, Sub-
Saharan Africa’s northern-
most agricultural region. Soils
in the Sahel lack a critical
plant nutrient “phosphorus”
and are low in nitrogen and
organic maltter.

Millet is the most drought-
tolerant of all the major food
crops in Niger, and people
in the region make porridge
from its seeds. In the Sahel,
home 1o 50 million people,
millet production is essential
to basic Tood security

When people think of
Sahelian agriculture, they
usually think ol water as the
limiting factor, but soil fer-
ulity s just as important

area, the

Farmers have traditionally
tried to improve soil quality
by applying animal manure
to the land.

However, the land cannot
generate enough forage (o
feed all the animals needed
to produce the large amounts
of manure required. There-
fore, soil quality continued
to decline. ‘

While other researchers
assumed that the Sahel was
too dry to benefit from in-
organic fertilizers, they
calculated the minimum
amounts of phosphorus, n
frogen, and mulch needed to
boosr soil quality

The wis con
ducted on behall of the or
panizattons thut worked to
jointly develop and sest the
micro-dosing tech: ¥ vy
ICRISAT in Niger, the In
ternational, Fertilizer Devel-
opment Center (IFDC) in
Muscle Shoals, Alabama,
USA, Niger's Institute for
National Agricultural Re-
search, the United Nations
Food and Agriculture Orga-
nization, and the University
ol Hohenheim in Germany

Farmers in the area were
quick to accept the new
technology. Ordinary botlle
caps are just as good as
Coca-Cola caps, but the
farmers seem (o be partial
to the Coca-Cola variety

The caps hold a level 6
grams of fertilizer, all that
1s needed for every two (o
three plants. This equates to
30 kilograms per hectare.

The research team found
out that micro-dosing not only
boosted production, but also*
helped therplants mature
carlier, and thus escape the:
worst effects of a drought
that hit late in the season.

As an added benefit, many
farmers used a portion of
their extra grain (o secure
agricultural loans through
Niger's Ministry of Agricul-
ture, which enabled them to
buy fertilizer for the next
planting season,

It the Niger farmers suc-
cesslully used this technology
10 boost crop production in
their country, it is also pos-
sible that farmers in the Phil-
ippines can try to use this new
technology especially during
the occurrence of the El Nino
phenomenon. (PNA)

research
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AGRARIAN REFORM: People power version,

AN environmental
group is calling on the
new administration of
Mrs. Macapagal-Arroyo
to lead by example the
implementation of eco-
logical waste manage-
ment program in
Malacanang.

The environmental
Greenpeace made the re-
marks following the en-
actment today of the Eco-
logical Waste Manage-
ment Act of 2000 led by
President Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo at the

- WASTE MANAGEMENT LAW

Malacanang Palace.

“The biggest challenge
now is to match these
words with actions,” said
Francis Dela Cruz,
sreenpeace Southeast Asia
Toxics Campaign.

Dela Cruz said the Act
sets the correct policy di-
rection putting prime im-
portance on efforts to
avoid solid waste and
reduce its volume by seg-
regation, composting and
recycling.

In 3 study commis-
sioned by Greenpeace, it

estimates that if Metro
Manila implements a
génuine waste reduction
program, metropolis
would be able to recycle
and compost at least 30
percent of its projected
waste in 2005, and 60
percent of the region's
total waste by 2010.

On the other hand,
Greenpeace criticized the
efforts by some govern-
ment officials and inter-
ests group to revoke the
Clean Air Act’s provision
banning waste incinera-
tion. (PNA)

‘PEOPLE POWER’ TRADITION
IN FARMERS’ STRUGGLE FOR

by LILYBETH G. ISON
————— therefore making Negros Oc

cidental the worst in lérms of

CITED
LAND

tribution, with a balance of
131,000 hectares as ol

nd. adguisilien and dasirin Vel

HEY may not be fully aware, but farmers
in La Castellana, Negros Occidental are
proofs of what we call “people power™,

last

Such phrase. comed in 1986
in the dictator
Ferdinand Marcos, has again
become a household phrase last
week with the ouster of former
president Joseph Estrada

Last January 22, on the first
working day of newly installed
President Gloria Muacapagal
Arroyo, some 300 farmers
entered lands they have
struggled for under the Com-
prehensive Agrarian Relorm
Program (CARF) in three
haciendas

vusier ol

Maeaking their peoples’ in-
stallation more significant, they
finally set foot on their won
lands on the same day Fili-
pino farmers are commemorat-
ing the 14th anniversary of the
so-called Mendiola massacre,
wherein 13 farmers were killed
at the foot of the Mendiola
bridge in Manila lighting lor
agrarian reform under then
President Corazon Aquino

The farmer bencliciarics
were from the 10-hectare
Hacienda Fany in Barangay
Talaptap, and from the 14-
hectare Hacienda Espinos in
Barangay Lalagsan, all located
in La Castellana. Negros Oc-
cidental

“Finally, the land is ours,”
said 60-year old Claro
Blanique, one of the 10 larmer-
beneficiaries from Hacienda
Fany. He said that they have
already suffered so much in
the 1G years of waiting for their
lands.

These farmer beneficiaries
have been fired from their jobs
as farm workers and were

¢lected Iroom thelr homes

“Had it not been for the
courage and support ol tellow
farmers, we are probably still
landless today,™ said Blanique,
recalling series of protest
actions they staged in front of
the Department of Agrarian Re
form (DAR) provincial office
in Bacolod City since second
hall' of last year

For his part, 49-year-old
Deolito Luis Irom Hacienda
Espinos said “this has been the
day | have been waiting for.”

Barclfoot while tlling his
land under the heat of the sun,
he said he has already broughi
his own family in the hacienda
since January 22 to keep watch
of their small piece of land.

Luis said his group plans
to set up a model farm in the
area and explore on other crops
aside from supar canc, such
as rice and corn.

The latest people’s instal-
lations uare part ol series ol
self-installations being waged
since the latter part of last year,
said Gregorio Paclibar, presi-
dent of the province wide peas-
ant lederation Task Force
Mapalad Negros Occidental.

“These were results of
series of pressures on DAR
provinciasl and national offi-
cials 1o do their jobs," he
added.

In December last year, some
50 farmer beneficiaries in
stalled themselves at the 144-
hegtare Hacienda Kanlaon | in
Barangay Sag-ang and so did
some 97 farmer beneliciaries
in the 202-heclare Agustinu

FAY j i
ﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁhéé
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Villanueva

This coming week, farmer
beneficiaries from the 33-hect-
are Hacienda Apueda, owned
by Rosita Montagez in
Barangay Lalagsan, also in
Negros Occidental, as well as
in the 316-hectare Hacienda
San Benito, owned by MI]
Lacson Compuany in Barangay
Crossing Mugallon in the
nearby Moises Padilla town are
bracing up for the people’s
installation too

Their installation did not
push through early this week
due to presence of blue guards
and recently by few military
personnel allegedly hired by
the respective landowners,

Negros lurmers asked the
new president to pay attention
to the implementation of agrar-
in reform in Negros Occiden-
tal as part of her “core be-
liel™ in alleviating poverty in
the country

Sinee lust year, together
with other farmers pgroups,
Tusk Force Mupalad Negros

had demanded DAR under the
leadership ol former secrerary

Horacio Morales 1o scrap
the joint venture scheme, which
the department has adopted to
allow farmer beneficiaries in
entering partnerships with
husiness groups, even former
landowners

“The joint venture scheme
i1s slowly killing all of us
President

Arroyo, iLis in your hands
1o review this policy and i
nally eliminate it in the name
of genuine agrarion reform,’
suld Othelo Calvilig, another
leader of Task Force Mapalad

Another concrete suggestion
ol the furmers is to do a revamp
on DAR olficials and person-
nel nutionwide, especially
Negros Occidental.

The Negros larmers have
consistenny called for the
resignation of DAR provinciul
afficials, led by Agrarian
Reform Development Olhicen
Alexis Arsenal, “since they
were proven to perform poorly

Paclihar added (ha
feaditien Ol pevple power
peaples’ mmitiahive
Occidemal 1s brought aboul by
the inutile performunee ol pov
ernment officials asstgned here
Kung hindi kami kikilos, wala
na lalaga kaming aavahan sa
DAR. Baka hanggang ngavon
av wala pa ring lupa ang mya

i Negrus

Kasama namin .’

Even DAR officials admat
that Negros Occidental 15 the
last bastion of agrarian reform
i the country
the most despotic

It is here where
lundlords
such as Starkes, Cojuangcos,
Cuencas amony others live and
reien

It is also the topnotcher in
terms of balance ol land dis-

i“-\\;‘ll.u_' DAR «fficials
statements thal
make thelr Wirk
farmers believe

“Their ineffliciency and
imcompetence has in fact en
couraged and gave hope to the
landowners to fram
agearian reform,” Cahilig said

He added that the
government should also priori
thze giving support to farmers
who have gotten their own
lands. The usual pattern in
Negros Occidental is thal
farmer beneficiaries are left
with no choice bul 1o borrow
capital from usurers for higher
interest rate just to have capi-
lal in cullivating their lands.
Worse, some lurmers had no
other alternative but to resell
their lands, (PNA)

landowners
gurppculn

atherwise

[ .1'[‘('

new

Max NOBLE . ¢« « (From page 7)

ists and chameleons were, of
course, at the “*EDSA Shrine™'
on Erap's last day at the
Palace, grabbing credit for
doing nothing (o oust the dis-
credited Estrada presidency.
For this, some of them have
heen rewarded with juicy po-
sitions in the new administra
tion. Hope it's nol going in
the same old tragic direction.)
The logical
Bicolanos to do now is to
disown Tatad and Honasan
The region which has produced
Gen Simeon Ola, Jose
Panganiban, Gov., Wenceslao
Vinzons and The Thirteen
miartyrs ol Naga cannot aflord
the likes of Tatad and Honasan
Bicol deserves beller sons

thing “for

FEERD

Did vou see those footages

showing ““Mr, Clean’' aka
Rene Saguisag hugging Erap
and Loi as they were about
to leave Malacanang?

While one appreciated the
display of loyalty by Secre-
taries Romualdez (health),
Lagucsma (labor), Vigilar
(public works), Cerilles (en-
vironment) and some others,
one squirmed at the sight of
“Mr, Clean' manifesting his
unexpected solicitude for
Erap. His explanation later
that his heart just bleeds for
the “*underdog'’ flies in the
face.

Was Rene the brains behind
the "1, VII'" letter of Erap
to the Chief Justice and the
Sepate President?

Looks like he was, right,
Rene?

Ob, how times change!




YOUTH SECTOR
GIVES DEMANDS
TO GMA GOV'T

by ALFRED A. ARAYA, JR.

FTER sacrificing countless hours in the streets and walking out of
their classes to help oust President Estrada, youth and students
challenged President Gloria Arroyo to be different from her prede-

cessor.

Now that she's  in
Malacanang, Arroyo was
asked by youth and student
groups led by the Estrada
Resign Youth Movement
(ERYM) to heed the demands
they had made to the Esirada
administration bul which i
had never acted upon

“These same demands
were the same reasons why
hundreds of thousands o]
youth and students left their
classes and stormed the
streets to call for the ouster
of Estrada,” the
In a “unily

group said
stptement ™ ad

dressed 1

NOUTH
BETTER

ATTOVO

DESERVE
THIS TIME

Thus, the studenis stressed,
“The Filipino youth, whose
interests and demunds
taken for by 1he
Estradu sdministration, deserve
hetter this time.*

The stutement
curries o students’ ugenda, was
relayed (o the President through
newly-appointed Departinent of
Interior and Local Government
Sccretary Joey Linu, who was
the guest of honor ut the 32nd
National Union of Students of
the Philippines (NUSF) con-
gress held at the Hospicio de
San Jose compound on Junu-
ary 23,

NUSP, sn alliance of stu-
dent councils nationwide, is u
member ol the ERYM, u broad
organization of youth and stu
dent groups thut led several
class boycotts in colleges and
universities to press for then
President Estrada’s resignation

A FOUR-POINT
DEMAND

Lina, himsell once an NUSP
olfficer, promised to relay the
following four,point demand to
President Arroyo:

* No to luition fee increase
Stop all forms of tuition in
Creasc

* Uphold student demo
cratic rights

* Increase state subsidy 1o
education.

* Unconditional rélease of
all youth political prisoners

“The youth must be given
due allention by Pres. Arroyo
because we have already sul
fered brutally for so muny
years duc to increase in lu-
ition fees and suppression of
academic and democralic
rights.” said NUSP national

Werce

granted

WIHHCH  lse

]
The 32nd National Union
of Students of the
Philippines (NUSP)
student congress became
the first venue for the
youth to press its
demands on the neav
dispensation. After
playing such a significant
role in Peaple Power 2,
the students feel they
should be heard by the
government that they
,"n'{,ur"_.'! pul i power
Otherwise
will have to take to the
streels again,

they said, ey

president Cristina Palabay ol
8 press conflerence

Ryun Guerrero, NUSP vive
president for Mindunoo, rei
eritted demands (o “serap” the
Educution Act of 1982 which,
e said, has been “the raol vl
T
collection 1s deregululed tu the
school owners. In the stale
ment, the group suid that, “u
temporary rehiel from the coo
Nomic Crisis 18 muost

bl tuition hikes™ where

necded”
becuuse "parents cannot take
another round™ of twition in-
crease tor the coming schowl
yeur.
RESTORE STUDENT
COUNCILS AND
PUBLICATIONS

Speaking on
rights, Rey Asis, national
president of the College Edi
tors' Guild ol the Philippines,
said that the rights of freedom

students’

ol expression and lreedom o
organize have (o be upheld in
campuses through the restora
tion of student councils and
the publications with which
they work hand-in-hand
“Publications are importani
because these are vehicles by
which student councils cxpress
and uphold students’ rights,”
he explained. At present, he
disclosed that there are more
than 300 cases of campus press
repression, us evidenced by the
closure of or withholding ol
funds for student publications
Asis ulso called for the
repeal of school handbooKs,
circulars and memoranda that
*do not serve the genuine

students

Noel Colina, national presi
dent of the League of Filipine
Students |'-r.11\.n..'{1 the ¢reafion

interest ol the

of a yvouth council composed
of student councils and orga
nizations trom all over the
country that would " guard snd
students

nssert - the ngenca

CHANGES CANNOT BE
DONE OVERNIGHT®

Responding ror the
mt, Lang assured

thal “there |

s dJdesire

Lthe Arrovo

Vised Hhe sy
their righits

“While wour

e, you st have

rlghls are

those rights *
45 Lur the

Assert
Educaiien Act
1982, Lina pointed out 1ot

sinee ks tan act of ©

ETCxN any moves calling for
e scrapping or amending ol
the law should be maode in
“"President Arroyuo
he the President but the
thul

press.” e

Compress
[]lni_\
ane legislates 1s Con
sand

In line with this, Lina sud
dinlopue

and

he s nrranging o
heiween the students
members ol the House com
milice on Education so the
former can directly nddress the
litter

In the matter of increasing
stute subsidy for education,
Lins said that the cumulutive
P200-billion budget deficit left
by the past admimistration in
s thirty-one months an olfice
may have an elfect on thut pug
demand

AND NOW, THE
GOOD NEWS

But Lina hod
He reported that talks

Pieuline

same pood
Nnews

o the release ol politicul
prisoncrs have ulready staried
and that the President has given
those concerned two weeks o
come Up With 8 progress re
porl. This was Iin answer (o
the appeal of Anskhayun nn
lional secretary-general Apaoli
nurio Alvarez o Arroyo
political prisoners for poodwill

Liv Tree

and humaniiarinn purposes
Alvarez Flir
Pinion, o Sun

mentioned
writer  [or

(Page 8, pleasa)
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00 IN METRO MANILA

FREEDOM

WALL

IT WAS a hu
who has u Tlair For
graltiti. In than (wo
hours, there wis hardly any
space lell o wrile un Lh
“Trecdom wall™ set up ot the
Edsa Shrine |_\ HI LRI

oriented purty-list group lus
Wedpesduy . Bul this did nol
deter o well-dressed womun
Irom writing purriedly on
whatever spuce she could
Iind, “Hindi kailangan nyg
Pilipinas ng dancer (The
Philippmnes does not need o
dancer)” below the nume ol
Sen. Tessie Orela,
muoving on

with uny
ghe

less

belore

From the “salest™
like “mga (ravdor svd
(rattors ol the country)™ (o
the witly to the most derogu
tory remarks,
pressed their sentiments aboul

IMESNULCS

Davan

passershy ex

the 11 senalors who vited nol
Lo wpen the secomd envelope
ul evidence

Jll\i'|‘1|

st
Estradu or s peac e
lust L6, T
pariisan nilure ol e voling
sib dncensed the pubbic thul tey
wenl spontuncounsly o the Eds:

Shrine to express their disgust

(R Tl ITTRVET

and didn’t lenve until Tour duys
Estradis. higd
ousted sod w new president was

luter when heen

sWOrn in

What  the

Woman wrole Wis makd com

Ure syl

well
pured o the other mmveclives
that the pubhic wrate ubout the
senator—who will be remem
bered lor her ol joy on the
Scuute Moor alter the vietory
ul the "no' vote

CITIZENS' GRAFFITI
The messiges
Ll ly

prattin ac
were serawled an Louy
white cloth puaels mensuring
approximaiely [UxX feer gach
pul  up by the puarty-list
AKbuyun wilrzens Aclion
Party ol the foor of the Edsu
Shrine on Orligus Avenue
Citizens could vome and wrile
thermr messages tothe 11 sena
Lors, traditivnul politiciuns and
turnchats who have joined the
admimstealivn of Gloria

ATruyu

that EDSA 2
wis nol merely the vuster o
I rap I
dlcorrupticn sl tra

Heww

h1.l\..l]‘||‘l_.'.||

“We believe
wiis o eollective re
(LW A AT
ditional polities wlieh he sym
holized. 1t was a ¢lamor Tor
chinge, tor an honest
accouniuble lesdership and tor
prineipled politics, ™

siald in o stalement

e group
udded that the Kind of
b ¢s these puliticiins have

“have dragpeed the

pu
prucliced

oupiry dowa For e long, long

thme
10230 10 the

WCCHELTS dressed in

Al nround
marilng,
jeans wad T-shirls on their way
b e Gallerin mall, cmphay
ces carrying backpucks, and
execubives i shirt und He took
turns Hibhng ap the tour pon
els wihieh Histed the nes ol
the |1 senntors. The First panel
hore the numes ol Blus Ople
Gregorio Honusun, and Tito
Sotto. The second, Juaun Ponce
Enrile, John Osmenn und Nikki
Coseteng. The third. Miriam
Delensor Suntiago wnd Tessie

Orela I'he lust
Tutnd, Rumon

Robertl Juworsk)

Francisco
Hevilln nund
Members of AKbayvan ol
passing Dy
Iriendly ad
lor the 11

Hig wnners

stinees, the public
us they

wuited

needed no prodding
isked Tor the pens or
i line Tor thewr wrn oo the
‘waull™

A motoreyelist wedring
Juickly inscribed lis

name, then returned to his still

helimet

running motoreyvele and sped
Wiy

While some would seribbled
hurriedly, there were ulhiers
wha paused (v think of whal
1o write. Then, they
wodistance (o view their handl
wirk

“Pagpumirma,

stood o

undersiood
na hindi sila tbebate (01 sign,
Is M

wnderstond that | won't

viale [or them isked o

middle-aged. woman
KIKO FOR NEW
POLITICS
Senatorial candicine Fruncis
“Kiko™

“Ixulong,

Pangilingan wrote

bagaong pulllika
(O nward with pew i-‘l"-[i\'d-"'
He expliined that new poli
fes should be unlike the one
symbalized by ousted President
Extrudu '

I elenr words,
wrowe “Mya makasaril, wilang
fagmamahal sa o nang
(Sell-serving people have no
lave tor the country), " while
unother wrote, “Huwag na

(Page 9, pleasw)
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