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KANLAON, MEGADIKE

G As I R I c E MEGADIKE: A portion of the breached giant structure against lahar.,

5 L o S ﬁ S .t
MOTHER TERESA AWARD: President Ramos presents the trophy to the 1995

Mother Teresa Award winner, 78-year-old Esperanza Valenzona, during the award-
» ing ceremony at the Main Conference Room of Malacafiang Palace held last week.
I I ' Y Aside from the trophy, Valenzona also reeived a cash prize of P250,000 from the
Manila Jaycees and the A.Y. Foundation, sponsors of the Mother Teresa Award. Also

0 R I N 0 s in photo is Francisco Valenzona, the awardee’s husband. (Malacafiang Photo)
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DIKE BUSTED, KANLAON
ERUPTS, OIL PRICE UP

By ERIC S. GIRON

THE sun shone intermittently after hard rains poured from night to
morning as Metro Manila put on a happy face with flags on posts and
streamers welcoming the silver medalist of the Atlanta Olympics, light
flyweight boxer Mansueto (Onyok) Velasco, 22, in a white navy uniform aboard

The 2.435-meter Kanlaon
volcano in Bacolod blew
steam 100 meters high, rocks
and boulders that killed
mouniain c¢limbers Noel
Tragico. Neil Perez and Brit-
on Julian Greene. 20. Ten
students of Belgium’s Uni-
versity of Notre Dame de la
Paix and three Filipinos were
injured. Three others and A
Briton were rescued by he-
licopter unharmed,

Three eight-hour shifts of
1,200 laborers worked fever-
ishly to repair the 67-meter
breach of the transverse dike
which caused the flooding of
several Pampanga villages.
Volcanologist Kelvin
Rodolfo voiced concern for
the workers because rain
could trigger instantaneous
lahar flow at 30 kilometers
per hour.

In the face of these nat-
ural occurrences, multi-
sectoral groups protested the
automatic pricing mechanism
which increased gasoline and
diesel oil prices by 50
centavos per liter effective
August 13, Labor leader
Crispin Beltran hit the gov-
ernment milking of the peo-
ple through indirect taxes *‘to
legitimize the oil firms’ prof-
itcering operations.”” An
August 19 picket of oil
companies would precede the
August 23 nationwide strike
in 18 urban centers.
DIKES EAT BILLIONS

The government has been
feeding billions of pesos into
dukes after the June 12, 1991
eruption of Mount Pinatubo
in Zambales in futile attempls
to contain the onslaught of
rampaging water diluted with
lahar that has crumbled con-
crete reinforced with steel.

The dikes are like the
voracious minotaur of Greek
myth in the labyrinth under

the nalace of Knossos, Crete
that was nourished on a diet
of seven vouths and seven
maidens periodically. And

yet government functionar-

and residents  of
Pampanga’s laharland debate
whether the intenstly-5 earth-

ies

quake or water with volca-
nic pyroclastic materials
caused the collapse of 67
meters ol the transverse dike
erected as a forward buffer
to the megadike.

An intensity-5 earthquake
cannol damage a structure
unless it is poorly built, said
Perla de los Reyes of the
Philippine Institute of Vol-
canology and Seismology.
The rush construction which
did not give enough time for
the cement 1o “‘cure’” and
substandard materials used in
the construction were cited
as possible causes of the col-
lapse.

Volcanologists and scien-
tists presumed the engineers
were not given the right sci-
entific data and sensed the
dike would buckle down
under water and lahar pres-
sure even before P29 bil-
lion was plunked down on
the megadike.

LAND DEFENDED

Land is what 300 Porac
landowners and thousands ol
Angeles City residents were
fighting for in opposing the
extension of 9.2 kilometers
of dike from Angeles to Delta
5 in Porac. Opponents said
Phivolcs Director Raymundo
Punongbayan had declared
Angeles City safe from la-
har.

But Angeles Mayor
Edgardo Pamintuan quoted
Punongbayan's warning that
a new volume of 100 mil-
lion cubic meters of lahar
rushing through the Pasig-
Potrero river could outpour

a float with a ho.ing ring.
Confetti and ticker tape were showered on the honoree on Makati’s

Ayala Avenue. A medal was conferred and Velasco was promoted to Petty

Officer 3 at Philippine Navy headquarters on Roxas Boulevard.

ONYOK: P200,000 from the Senate,

(the word ‘‘avulsion™ was
used) from the upstream bend
at Delta 5 north of the
Angeles-Porac road.

Rodolfo could not con-
clude if lahar flow would
affect Angeles until he was
updated on the prevailing
volcanic sedimentation up-
stream, But he voiced con-
cern over the laborers work-
ing on the breached trans-
verse because of unpredict-
able instantaneous lahar flow,

Bacolor Mayor Ananias
Canlas said he had pointed
lo cracks in the transverse
dike to the contractors but
he was ignored. Senators
assailed Malacanan indiffer-
ence to the misuse of bil-
lions of pesos in public works
funds. They said the ouster
of rehabilitation project di-
rector Florante Sorique by
President Fidel Ramos as
recommended by Works Sec.
Gregorio Vigilar was long
overdue. Bul they wanted
Vigilar ousted too0.

Sen. Emesto Maceda, who
exposed the “‘laharscam.™
said unscrupulous contractor
syndicates were “‘running
rings around Vigilar'™™ in
comering juicy contracts, He
slammed Ombudsman
Aniano Desierto for not
acting on graft charges rec-
ommended filed by the Sen-
ate against officials and
contractors involved in the
irregularities.

Sen. Blas Ople said
Vigilar did not act on the
information that the bidding
for infrastructure projects was
rigged. Despite warnings
from the Senate and
Pampanga Gov. Lito Lapid,
Ople said Vigilar maintained
the same contraclors.

Works resident Ombuds-
man Mothalib Unos blamed
the dike collapse on faulty
design and changes made in
the mixture of cement and
the use of concrete culverts

Anstead of 36-inch-diameter

steel pipes in the collapsed

portion. Vigilar himself found
no reinforcement in the spill-
way bedding’s concrete cul-
verts, and varying thickness
of the concrete slabs. Manuel
Bonoan, public works assis-
tant planning secretary, re-
placed Soriquez.
L

PRICE FOR PEACE

President Ramos and Nur
Misuari are in a hurry Lo gel
over with the signing of a
peace agreement although
there are still several loose
ends. Congress has (o pro-
vide P300 billion to finance
the Malacanan proposal for
a Southern Philippines Coun-
cil for Peace and Develop-
ment that has divided
Mindanao between the ma-
jority Christians opposing it
and Misuari's minority
MNLF favoring it

The Senate Conscience
Bloc is set 1o block the in-
jection of heavy doses of
public funds into a council
it regards as unconslitution-
al because it has not been
subjected to a plebiscite, The
council role over local gov-
ermments in peace and or-
der, the integration of 5,500
MNLF rebels into the Armed
Forces, 1,500 into the Phil-
ippine National Police plus
500 regional auxiliaries, and
a Datu Iftah religious advi-
sory group that Christians
fear will force Mindanao
schools Lo teach Islam have
yet 1o be resolved,

The Congress slash of the
P300 million AFP budget to
P170 billion sets back mil-
itary expansion and will ham-
per the integration ol 5,500
MNLF rebels which will
entail P2 billion yearly ad-
ditional budget for salaries
and maintenance, Defense
Sec. Renato de Villa empha-
sized.

Misuari asked the AFP 10

waive its educational and
other requirements, saying
only one percent of th
MNLF will gqualify il en
forced. The AFP is firm o1
upgrading rather than low-
ering qualifications,

An even tougher civil
service eligibility is required
for policemen, said presiden-
tial police adviser Ramon
Montano. The AFP requires
a high school diploma bul
the PNP recruit needs col-
lege eduocation,

LOOSE ENDS

The Zamboanga Cily
Council passed a resolution
proposing to purchase fire-
arms for vigilantes after 200
MNLF in motorized seacraft
invaded Limaong island of
Zamboanga and looted
homes in two villages. They
refused to leave even after
AFP and MNLF command
warnings. Mindanao resi-
dents are apprehensive the
Misuari-led council will seize
their lands and give them to
the Muslims.

The government has par-
leyed with the MNLF but has
ignored the bigger Moro [s-
lamic Liberation Front of
Hashim Salamat who boasts
of 100,000 men armed with
70,000 1o 80.000 firearms.
MILF spokesman Ghazali
Jaafar rejected the SPCPD
as ‘‘nothing but a palliative
solution to Mindanao prob-
lems.”” He prefers a federal
government for Mindanao as
espoused by Rep. John
Osmena and backed by Rep.
Gregorio Andolana and Sen.
Francisco Tatad.

The senators are trying to
salvage what they can oul
of the situation by asking Pal-
ace revision of the final ac-
cord to meet constitutional
requirements after consulting

(Next page, please)
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with various Mindanao
groups. The opposition start-
ed with Zero understanding
of the provisions which
Malacanan did not release.
But the MNLF has clarified
50 percent, Sen. Edgardo
Angara said.

MNLF Rev. Absalom
Cerveza told Angara lhe
MNLF will have no control
nor will it manipulate the
military and the police under
the SPCPD.

Sen. Emesto Maceda cred-
ited the opposition for *‘this
de facto review of the peace
accord’’ which has determined
the SPCPD is not the evil its
opponents make il appear 1o
be. He expressed confidence
the Senate will most likely
approve the P300 million

funds for the agency next year.
L

ONYOK’S BONANZA

For a pint-sized light fly-
weight boxer robbed of an
Atlanta Olympic gold medal,
Mansueto (Onyok) Velasco's
silver medal brought in a
shower of millions of pesos
from private and government
donors for the sailor from
Bago City.

Velasco's windfall includ-
ed P2.5 million bonus from
the House of Representatives,
P500,000 each from the Phil-
ippine Sports Commission
(plus P7,000 monthly for life),
Vintage Enterprises,
Gokongwei family, Vic-Vic
Villavicencio, William
Gatchalian and Vic Yu,
P200,000 from Pasay Mayor
Pablo Cunecta.

Nissan Motor Phils. gave
Velasco a Nissan Terrano and
Universal Motor Phils. A

Nissan Sentra Series 11 worth
almost P1.7 million. Violago
Homes has pledged a house
and lot. The Philippine Navy
promolted velasco from Sea-
man First Class to Petly
Officer 3.

A sour note was the fuss
made over Manila Mayor
Alfredo Lim's offer of a Pl
million bonus and ana |8-carat
gold medal worth P2R,000,
Velasco declined the offer
because a city resolution asked
Manny Lopez, whom Velasco
regarded as his benefactor, to
step down as head of the
Amateur Boxing Association
of the Philippines for not filing
a protest against Velasco's
questionable loss to Bulgar-
ian Daniel Petrov Bujilov, 19-
6. in the fight for the gold.

Velasco's wife Mae and

brother Rhoel, a Barcelona

Olympic bronze medalist, said
Mansueto was being *‘manip-
ulated by some officials.”
This was Iraced to the polit-
ical feud of Manny's father,
Mel Lopez, with Mayor Lim
who (wice defeated him in the
mayorally contest.

Velasco's crowning glory
was the hero's welcome
Monday by an appreciative
Filipino crowd led by Pres-
ident Ramos at Malacafian's
Heroes' Hall, and a motor-
cade Tuesday from Quezon
City down Makati's Ayala
Avenue to Philippine Navy
headquarters on Roxas bou-
levard where he was promot-
ed to Chief Petty Officer.

Will Velasco gun for gold
at the Sydney Olympics in
20007 “*If my body is still
willing and able,”" says
Velasco who will be 26 years
old by then.

e 8 @
TAX REFORM
STYMIED
The Comprehensive Tax
Reform Package aimed lo
raise P13.6 billion is stymied
by Rep. Renato Diaz’s insis-
tence on ramming through his
commiltee on ways and means
a more complicated version

than the simpler onc agreed:

upon by the Finance Depart-
ment, Tax Task Force and
Congress leaders.

President Ramos junked
Diaz's version at the Legis-
lative-Executive Development
Advisory Council meeting at
Malacafian after it was agreed
ad valorem tax would be
eliminated in favor of spe-
cific tax of P8 for high-priced
beer and P5.50 for the low-
er-priced. Diaz’s three-tiered
tax rate of P6, P9 and P12
for lower, medium and high-
priced beer uses a '‘compar-
ator'’ 1o determine which will
yield more taxes.

Diaz and his vice chair-
man, Rep. Exequiel Javier,
were blasted by former Eco-
nomic Planning Sec. Solita
Monsod for favoring the for-
mula of Asia Beer Brewery's
Lucio Tan of a combined ad
valorem and specific tax.

With too many processes
and too many leaks along the
way, Rep. Margarito Teves
said governmen! collection
may not be realized with the
Diaz formula. He offered an
alternative bill close to the
Palace version and proposed
a House caucus to determine
if Diaz's bill or an alterna-
tive will be approved.

Ten members of the 29-
strong Nationalist People’s
Coalition favored the specif-

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 106, QUEZON CITY

IN THE MATTER OF CORRECTION

ic tax to which speaker Jose
de Venecia Jr. said the House
was committed. But he said
there was need to adopt the
ad valorem as *'comparator”’
in restructuring the tax sys-
tem. But he is open lo amend-
ments that may lead to an
acceptable formula.

The adoption of the spe-
cific tax system gained ground
among a multi-party group
who vowed 1o block the re-
tention of the ad valorem
foisted by the ways and means
commiltee.

Of the tax reform mea-
sures, the House has approved
only the tax on petroleum
products. Still to be processed
are the modified individual
and corporale income taxes,
tax administration and the

controversial excise tax.
« o0

PORK SPLITS
CONGRESS

The Supreme Court was
asked to declare all pork barrel
appropriations ‘‘null and
void'" as an '"American po-
litical practice which is "*noth-
ing but a shameful disguise
to loot our national treasury ™’
by the Association of Con-
cerned Tagbilaranons (Bohol).
The ACT cited Budget Sec.
Salvador Enriquez and Nation-
al Treasurer Caridad
Valdehuesa.

““We can assume that a
bigger chunk of our hard-
carned money will be allo-
cated to pork barrel in order
to appease the senators and
congressmen who were not
given a fair share of last year's
loot,”” ACT's Rolando Butalid

said.

In 1995 alone, pork bar-
rel funds reached P24 bil-
lion of laxpayers’ money or
approximately five percent
of the national budgel.

Fifteen scnators decided
to give up their P18 million
pork barrel funds each. But
House appropriations com-
mittee Chairman Rolando
Andaya said the representa-
tives entitled 10 P12.5 mil-
lion pork barrel each have
no plan to give up their pork
barrel '‘because we have
direct constituents to attend
to.””

Andaya said the Country-
wide (it used to be **Coun-
tryside”") Development Fund
is usually allocated to infra-
structure projects of mayors
and barangay leaders. The
legislators are also entitled
to Congressional Initiatives
Allowances generally re-
ferred to as ‘‘insertions in
budgets of executive depart-
ments, The ACT in its com-
plaint added the Poverly
Alleviation Fund as part of
the pork barrel.

Speaker de Venecia or-
dered an accounting of pork
barrel disbursements by
House members for *‘trans-
parency ' because of public
disgust at the 30 to 40 per-
cent cut of the lawmakers
from the recipients which
Sen. Miriam Defensor
Santiago said was the *'go-
ing rate,”’

L

SOMOS 0 NO
SOMOS?
Justice Sec. Teoflisto
Guingona is inconsistent in
his jai-alai rulings.

Jai-alai resumed operations
iwo years ago when the Ma-
nila government granted an
operating franchise to Associ-
ated Development corporation.
Guingona ruled that jai-alai
could not be allowed although
ADC cited it had an old fran-
chise granted by Congress.

However, Guingona fought
for another game of chance,
lotto, which is now sponsored
by the Philippine Charity
Sweepstakes Office. But offi-
cials of key cities like Cebu,
Davao, and Cagayan de Oro
oppose it because the winning
numbers are used in the gam-
bling game masiao.

After opposing jai-alai, why
does Guingona now give the
go signal for the operation and
management of  jai-alai
frontons?

Government inconsistency
with its **moral principles’’ by
campaignirg to eradicale
jueteng and masiao, at the same
time promoting lotto and jai-
alai, was questioned by
Konsensyang Pilipino’s Tess
Baltazar, She said jai-alai and
lotto, like any form of gam-
bling, destroy the nation's
moral fiber.

Guingona said Congress
authority is not needed to
operate jai-alai because Pres-
idential Decree 1986 ‘“‘covers
all games of chance, amuse-
ment and recreation”' which
amounts to a legislative fran-
chise. ADC gave this same
argument when it opened ils
jai-alai fronton Iwo years ago.
Why Guingona’s double stan-
dards in declaring jai-alai il-
legal for ADC but legal now?

RAYMUNDO TIATCO,

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 38, MANILA

IN THE MATTER OF THE CORRECTION
OF ENTRY OF RAYMUNDO YATCO TO

OF ENTRY IN THE CERTIFICATE
OF LIVE BIRTH OF OSCAR M.
LAZARO TO OSCAR M. LASAM,
SP, PROC. NO. Q-96-27933

MR. OSCAR M. LASAM,

Petitioner,

- Versus -

CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR OF QUEZON CITY, M.M.,

Respondeant,

This Is a verified Amended Pelition filed by Oscar M, Lasam through Counsel, praying that alter due
notice, publication and hearing, an Order be Issued directing the City Civil Registrar of Quezon City to
make the correction in the Birth Certificate of petilioner's true name “OSCAR LASAM y MALABAD" and
nol "OSCAR LAZARO y MALABAD'" and his father's name from "FELIPE B. LAZARO" 1o "FELIPE B.
LASAM"

The Amended Petition being sufficient both In form and in substance is hereby set for hearing on
October 14, 1996 al B:30 o'clock in the morning, serving nolice upon anyone who may have objections
thereto, to file his/her opposition In this Court, on or belore the aloresaid date,

Let a copy of this Order be published al the expense of the pelilioner, once a week lor three (3)
conseculive weeks in the "We Forum', a newspaper of general circulation in Metro Manila, in accordance
with P.D. No. 1079,

Let copies of this Order and the Amended Petition and its annexes be served upon the Office of the
Solicitor General and the City Civil Registrar of Quezon City

Quezon City, 01 August 1996,

(Sgd.) JULIETO P. TABIOLO
Judge
WE FORUM
Aug. 19, 26 & Sepl. 2, 1996

RAYMUNDO YATCO,
Petitioner,
- VErsus
THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRAR OF MANILA,
Respondent.

SP. PROC. NO. 95-74471

This is a petition liled by Raymundo Yalco for the correction of the spelling of his surname and that
of his father and mother lo Tiatco In his birth certilicate

Palitioner Raymundo Yatco alleges that he Is a Filipino citizen and a resident of 985-B, Josefina Street,
Sampaloc, Manlla; that he was born on August 10, 1942 in Manlla at the Maternity and Children Hospital
(Annex “A"); that his parenis were the lale Benito Glorioso Tiatco and Justa Tiatco ("E" and "F"); that
his mother was the daughter of Tomas Tialco and Josela de Guzman (Annex "E"); thal, however, when
his birth certilicale was prepared, il 1s made to appear that his family name and thal of his father Is Yalco
instead of Tialco and his mother's surname was entered as de Guzman Instead of Tialco; that he was
baplized as Raymundo Tiatco who s the child ol Benito Tiatco and Justa Tialco, and, that he liled the
present petition for the purpose of avoiding any conlusion as o his real Identity that may arise later on.

Finding the petition 1o be sufficient in form and substance, let the same be sel for hearing on August
30, 1996 at B:30 a.m. before this Court silting at the 2nd Floor, Napocor Bldg., Bonitacio Drive, Port Area,
Manila and let this Order be published once a week lor three (3) conseculive weeks in a newspaper of
general circulation in Metro Manila to which the same may be ralfled

Anybody Interested In the pelition must appear at the hearing and show cause why the petition should
not be granted

SO ORDERED

Manila, Phillppines, July 15, 1996

(Sgd.) ARTURO U. BARIAS, JR,
Presiding Judge

WE FORUM
August 12, 19 & 26, 1996
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SENSE OF HISTORY

WHY COMPARE OUR NATIONAL HEROES?

By ED AURELIO REYES

AS A researcher on Andres Bonifacio, this
writer is often confronted with statements
or earnest questions that would compare
Bonifacio to Jose Rizal, especially when it pertains
to the matter of which of the two should be the

national hero.

The simplest available
answer to this specific point
is to inform the people bring-
ing it up that in fact the
Philippine state officially
recognizes not one but two
national heroes, covered by
official proclamations.

The one proclaiming Rizal
as national hero was promul-
gated by Emilio Aguinaldo
and later on supported vigor-
ously by the American occu-
pation force. Bonifacio was
proclaimed national hero by
the Philippine Assembly in the
late 1920s in a resolution that
caused the building of
Guillermo - Tolentino's
Bonifacio Monument at Grace
Park, Caloocan City.

Moreover, only these two
have national legal holidays

to their own respective and
respectable name: Rizal's on
December 30, marking his
birthday.

But such an answer begs
the question or the intent of
the question. Those who ask
me really want to hear from
me an echo of their own
respective sentiments. The
Rizalists want me to concede
that Bonifacio was runner-up
to Rizal; the Bonifacio fans
want me lo support their
protest against the overpro-
tection of Rizal as the national
hero of the Philippines. (Come
to think of it, who among our
students, nay teachers, know
that officially we have not one
but two?)

Which brings me to my
main point in this column

item. | would rather not com-
pare our two national heroes;
I would rather not compare
heroes at all. (Neither would
I want to compare a hero and
a usurper, but that's another

- versus -

FELIPE U. CARREON,

SPS. EUGENIA Y. CARREON AND

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

PASIG CITY

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT

AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK, INC.,
Morigagee,

Morigagors.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 liled by the morgadee BPI

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT
3135. AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

File No. 2409

story.)

Rizal and Bonifacio shone
and led in different periods
of our history. They each
responded to a specific set of
socio-political circumstances
that differed from that ad-

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal the
eslate of the late EDUARDO
CUBINAR has been exirajudicially
seltled among his heirs in a docu-
ment entitled “Extrajudicial Settle-
ment With Sale” under Doc. No. 106;
Page No. 23, Book No 50, Series
ol 1996 of Nolary Public Atty, lrinec
A Anarmna ol Silang, Cavite

WE FORUM
Auguet 5,12 & 19, 199

FAMILY SAVINGS BANK, INC., with office address at Paseo de Roxas corner dela Rosa Sis., Makau City,
against the mongagors SPS., EUGENIA Y, CARREON & FELIPE U. CARREON, with residence and postal
address at No. 6 Cadena de Amor Street, De Castro Subd., Pasig City, and for the satistaction of the
mortgaged debt which as of July 10, 1996 amounls lo P994,228.06 Pesos, plus Interests, penally charges,
aitys. fees and all legal lees and expenses incidental to this loreclosure and sale -- the Clerk of Coun
and Ex-Officio Sheriff of Pasig City or her duly authorized sherilf --wlll sell at public auction on 5 SEP
1896 al 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter infront of her office located at the Ground Floor,
Hall of Justice Bldg., Capitol Compound, Pasig City to the highest bidder and for CASH, in Phil. Currency
the following described real property, logether with all the bulldings and other improvements existing thareon,
o wit:
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. PT-92124

"A parcel of land (Lot 9, BIK. 5§ of the cons, subd. plan (LRC) Pcs-1103, being a portion of the

cons. of Lot 14-B, SWO-6954, Psu-25456 and Lot 2, Psu-135073, LRC (GLRO) Rec. No. 13181, N-9432
and N-12166) situated In the Barrio of Rosario, Mun. of Pasig, Province of Rizal. Bounded on the NE pls.
3 10 4 by Lot 7, Blk, 5; on the SE pis. 4 1o 1 by Lot 8, Bik. 5; on the SW pts 1 to 2 by Lot 11, Block
5: and on the W pts. 2 to 3 by Road Lol 6, all of the cons. subd. plan x x x containing an area of TWO
HUNDRED FORTY (240) SQUARE METERS, more or less."

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the title of the
said real property and the encumbrances thereon, |l any there be,

Pasig City, August §, 1806,

(Sgd.) GRACE S. BELVIS
Clerk of Court & Ex-Olficio Sheritt
(Sgd.) VICTOR S. STA. ANA
Sherilt IV

Copy lurnished:

Sps. Eugenia & Fellpe Carreon
No. 8 Cadena de Amor SL

De Castro Subdivision, Pasig City

Atty, Ma. Lulsa A, Mendoza-Sanlos
Mezz. Floor, BP| Family Bank Centre
Paseo de Roxas cor. dela Rosa Strs., Makal City

WE FORUM
August 12, 19 & 26, 1996

NOTICE OF EXTRA-
JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF
ESTATE WITH WAIVER
OF SHARE

Notice is hereby given that the
eslate of the late JESUS CAMPOS
ORTEGA, who diwed inlestale and
without & will on June 21, 1996 al
Quezon Cily had been exirajudicially
soltled among his heirs by virtue ol
an Extrajudicial Settlement of Es.
tate with Waiver ol Share beanng
Doc. No 469; Page No 95, Book
No. 176, Senes of 1096, dated July
23, 1996, oxeculed belore Notary
Public Jaima A, Manaois of Quezon
City

WE FORUM
August 5,12 & 198, 1986

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice 18 hereby given that the
ostale ol the late GERVACIO
CANOSO has been exirajudicially
sellled among his heirs in a docu-
ment entitled “Extrajudicial Selile-
maent of the Eslate ol lhe Late
Gervacio Canoso With Sale™ under
Doc. No 20; Page No 5; Book No
51, Senes ol 1996 ol Notary Pubhe
Atty. lrineo A Anarna ol Silang,
Cavite

WE FORUM
August 5§, 12 & 19, 1908

dressed by the other. And the
response of one in his own
time and circumstance can-
not be fairly compared to the
response of the other to the
latter's own challenging cir-
cumstance.

Rizal took on from the
period of Gom-bur-za when
there was nascent collective
consciousness of our dislinc-
tion from and basic equality
to the colonizers. There was
need to amplify this further,
and this could best be pro-
jected in political debate and
other forms of competition
with the colonizers in their
own games and in their own
country. Rizal led in this
Propaganda Movement along
with Marcelo H. del Pilar and
Graciano Lopez Jaena, and,
in their own distinct way, Juan
Luna and Felix Hidalgo.

They were also able to
learn and show from their own
experience the futility of any
further expatriate struggle for
reform. Rizal persisted in the
struggle for reform, but
brought it home. He founded
the La Liga Filipina, and his
experience of being arrested
and cxiled to Dapitan showed
that even this was no longer
workable. (Rizal came out
with a statement in Decem-
ber 1896 condemning the
Revolution, but I understand
it to have been made under
duress -- he was a prisoner
anticipating an execution, and,
contrary to popular belief, he
was not perfect.)

Bonifacio learned a lot fro

the writings of Rizal and
Plaridel, but integrated them
appropriately and creatively
with his own studies of in-
digenous pre-Spanish philos-
ophics and of the beliefs of
protonationalist protest Chris-
tianity in the stream of
Hermano Pule's Confradia.
Contrary to popular belief that
he was semi-illiterate,
Bonifacio was a philosopher
and a brilliant literary writer
with a statesmanship superi-
or to most others. He was in
a good position to lead in the
birthing of this nation and he
did not balk at this. He formed
the Katipunan, led it in a
moral and ethical education
campaign and organizing work
for four long years, before
finally presiding over a state
assembly in Pasig that decid-
ed 1o start the Revolution. He
led in planning and undertak-
ing the brilliant military
scheme for a Katipunan vic-
tory in August 29-30, 1896,
which could have succeeded
if only the Katipunan contin-
gents from Cavite showed up
to perform their assigned role
of capturing Intramuros.

Bonifacio was responding
well to challenges that had
1o be faced at his time in our
history, quite different from
the challenges that had to be
faced by Rizal. So why com-
pare them?

I have also been confront-
ed statements and questions
that would make me compare
Bonifacio 1o Aguinaldo. But
that would be another story.

*
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Scam at mega-dike?

T THE first sign of rain, a so-called mega-dike in Pampanga gave up

and P2.7 billion of taxpayers’ money went down the drain. At first it was
attributed to a low-scale earthquake but an investigating team discovered
otherwise. Its report claimed that:

1. The foundation of the spillway is shallow and not commensurate to
the pressure from upstream, allowmg water to seep in;

2. Joints of the concrete armoring are not water-sealed;

3. Concrete culverts used as spillway pipes have no collars, allowing water
to seep easily through the joints;

4. Culverts are supported only by lahar; and

5. Scouring was present at the receiving part of the spillway because it
was too short, allowing the foundation to be carried away by water.

Even a layman could understand these structural defects and how the
surge of rampaging floodwaters and lahar would effect a breach in the dike.
Given the cupidity of contractors and conniving public works officials, the so-
called mega-dike did not stand a chance.

So the government found a patsy and sacked the project director of the
Mt. Pinatubo Rehabilitation Project who proposed the multi-billion dike. And
in the senate, Ernesto Maceda and Blas Ople, respected senators of the realm,
sought the dismissal also of one Gregorio Vigilar and one Aniano Desierto for
their failure to act with dispatch and prosecute officials involved in earlier
scams. It seems that protracted hearings in the upper chamber had estab-
lished the extent of corruption in the Mt. Pinatubo project and repeated calls
for investigation were totally ignored by the DPWH and the ombudsman.

Perhaps the solons missed a little point. Vigilar is reputed to be too naive
and trusting, he will believe anything his subalterns tell him, while Desierto
is so busy trying to make friends in the low house he has no time for anything
else. Although there is no arrogance in Vigilar, all he would say, commenting
on a group of contractors’ demand for his resignation, was that he will go
anytime the President tells him so. Desierto, on the other hand, would not even
consider Mr. Ramos’ admonition for him to appear before the Senate, he feels
he is at par with the office of the president.

Mr. Maceda is usually very well informed. Maybe he can tell the public
sometime how much of the almost P3 billion fund went into the pockets of
some lucky contractors and DPWH honchos. P2 billion, perhaps?

A finger in the dike

HERE was this story read in grade school, which was quite popular with

the pupils, about this little boy who once lived in one of those below sea
level European countries. On his way home one evening, he saw water trickling
in from a hole in the dike that surrounded the small kingdom. Without thought
of supper, the cold, the malevolent night spirits, he instinctively inserted a
finger in the hole to plug the water flow and kept at his lonely task all night.
It was here that the villagers, headed by his distraught parents, found him
at dawn, asleep at his post, his finer swollen, but none the worse for wear.
He was hailed as his country’s savior.

Vigilar should make it a point to tell his dike builders this story and then
consider hiring a few Aeta boys to plug whatever holes there are that breach
his contractors’ dikes. He should also tell the builders that the dikes in Europe’s
low countries hold back the sea, while only rain water breached the mega
dike. They could be shamed into doing something good the next time around.
Although the best way is not to extort from the contractors so that they could
do a really good job.

Opportunity knocks again

OME people are just plain lucky, like congressmen. Look at the contrac-

tors. They started building dikes in Pampanga since Mt. Pinatubo erupted
about five years ago, spawning a few billionaires, and now comes Mt. Kanlaon
in Negros Occidental which is presently threatening to pour down tons of lahar
over the outlying villages and towns.

We have it on good authority that some DPWH ofTicials and contractors
are already salivating over the prospect of building dikes in lahar-threatened
areas in Negros and actually praying that the volcano spew more ashes. With
the monsoon rains cooperating, lahar may cascade down the slopes of Mt,
Kanlaon, with certain destruction along theway.Dikes have to be built.The
scenario is tailor-made for the crooks.

In this country, the people get screwed every which way -- by the pol-
iticians, by government officials and by private ‘‘entrepreneurs.”

JAY-EL
aat . V.10

Flagship of
corruption

JUST about every government office is,
of course, riddled with corruption. But, as
one Sena-tong has said, there are flagships
among them. I agree.

One is the Bureau of Immigration.

A hearing on the application for a work-
ing visa of an American religious minister ha
d been set that afternoon two or three days
after Commissioner Verceles and ex-Com-
missioner Joaquin died. That same afternoon,
the remains of Mr. Verceles were supposed
to be brought to the BI building to enable
BI employes to pay their last respects to him.
It was, then, a solemn afternoon at BI -- or
should be. Meaning, that at least for the time
being, the crooks and grafters whom Miriam
had denounced when she was the Commis-
sioner would stop their business.

No, they didn't.

Knowing beforchand the kind of office that
Bl is notorious for, 1 decided to confer first
with the hearing officer to pave the way, so
to speak, for the approval of the minister's
application. He reviewed his papers, and said
they were OK.

But, alas and alack, the moment the minister
inside his office, the hearing officer found
out that he still lacked three papers! | im-
mediately sensed his signal: Give. | [elt my
blood pressure shoolt up, but managed to keep
my cool.

The minister agreed to submit the unex-

by MAX NOBLE

pected additional requirements. Then we went
out of the officer’s room.

‘‘Attorney, attorney,’’ said the officer’s
secrelary, a cross-cyed @#!7"*%, ‘‘mag-iwan
ka ng P200."" **E, para sa ano 'yun?"" **Para
sa transcript.’’ “‘Hindi ka naman nag-tran-
scribe.'” ‘*‘Me gagawin akong transcript.
Kailangan "yun."'

The (expletive deleted) didn't stop until
I shelled out the amount to him. I'm sure his
boss heard the conversation between him and
me.

Until this time,
transcript.

I have yet to sce the

ek

Deal with any Bl employe, and you will
see in his or her face an inhuman face, a
face that you see in the Biggest Crocodile
Farm in the World, the House of Representa-
thieves of the Philippines, in the House of
Sena-tongs, and in Malacanang.

LI LS ]

Qurs is indeed a culture of corruption.

If this were Athens, as ['ve said in this
space, Diogenes would hardly find an honest
man in broad daylight,

We Forum
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by EDITA T. BURGOS

See you in
Costa Rica

FIFTEEN years separate us. I remember,
I was in third year high school when he was
bormn. With the hospital he was born in just
across the street from our school, I dropped
by before and after classes to see what er-
rands my mother had for me. And each time,
1 would gaze with wonder at this chubby,
pink 9 pounder amazed at how quiet he was.
Being the eldest girl in the family, it was
my role 1o take care of my younger brothers
while my more outgoing sister did the
marketing and the errands so my mother
could attend to other chores.

The quiet child turned out to be the eas-
iest to baby sit. Two elder brothers were
‘normal’ hyperactive growing kids, who
seemed to be magnets for dust and mud.
This boy preferred books and thinking
games... mastering each game as he com-
peted with himself, while his brothers col-
lected rubber bands, bottle caps and Kiles.

But it was only for more than a year that
I could be with him for I had to leave for
the city to go to college. In Manila, I would
save my allowance to get him and the other
brothers pasalubongs when I went home for
vacations. Usually it would be a ball, can-
dies or toys that my brothers would ask for
but he would have very queer requesits,

When he was three or so, old enough to
express what he wanted, the pasalubong he
wanted was a long stemmed glass ‘just like
the one used by the parish priest when saying
mass.” When he was 4 he asked for a ‘long
dress’ with a matching violet cap (a request
that caused a lot of teasing from another
brother) just like the one worn by a mon-
signor in a picture he saw. Then as he grew
older he'd just say ‘kahir ano’ which could
mean ‘whatever you can afford or whatever
is convenient for you." And everything and
anything that was given was always appre-
ciated with a special thanks.

Vacations which were al most, no longer
than 2 months were spent cleaning up his
cabinet, making a general cleaning of his
room, some kind of discovery trip, learning
more about him from his ‘treasures’.

And when 1 was away, I had to be content
with news from my mother aboul how he
was growing up into a well-behaved son.

Then 1 got married (with him as our ring
bearer) and lived in the city. | would oc-
casionally enjoy him whenever he spent va-
cations with us. He would always shorten
his stay worrying that he would be missed
by his mother.

" Never, can I recall an incident where he

Wild animals I sometimes met

Back in the days when streetcar and
jeepney rides (they called them auto-calesas
then) cost three centavos, I spent time look-
ing over many old relics and artifacts of the
anthropologist H. Otley Beyer.

One that | remember vividly was a draw-
ing (it could have been a mock-up done in
clay) of a huge mammoth (some call them

mastodons). The mammoth was a prehistoric *

elephant much larger than the elephants of
Asia and Africa. Instead of the gently curved
upward tusks of the modern pachyderm, the
mammoth had circular tusks that went many
spools around, like a morning glory or a
kalabasa vine.

[t looked, I recall, big enough to demolish
a diesel clectric train. Hungry enough to eat
it loo,

o okon oK

The information about the mammoth spec-
imen I saw hinted it had been found deeply
buried in prehistoric mud in the Cagayan
Valley. The information was unclear whether
its haunting ground was Rod Aguinaldo or
Juan Ponce Enrile territory. Still I marveled:
Mammoths in the Cagayan Valley, indeed!
Were there also dinosaurs, sabre-toothed ti-
gers, pterodactyls, in the neighborhood? Otley
Beyer didn't say.

TIiL

Since no remains, let alone live specimens,

have been found in the Philippines of these

gave Lhe family cause to be sad, angry or
disappointed.

His visits therefore to any of us is al-
ways a welcome event. This last visit though,
after two years of absence, was like a breeze
of gentle shower coming at the height of
summer... refreshing, exhilarating but it leaves
you hungering for more. Just when you have
started enjoying it, the shower ends too soon.

And back to work he must go thousands
of miles away.

Yes, we all know that although he will
always be there for us, his sisters and brothers,
we can’t keep him. It would be a sin not
1o share someone who has so much love to
give with others.

Goodbye for now Monsignor Monch. God
speed. See you in Costa Rica. ;

¢

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal the eslale of the dece-
dents CIRIACO TOLEDO and RUFINA JAVIER has been
exirajudicially settled by and amang their legal heirs on
August 1, 1996 as psr Documeni No 357, Page No. 72
Book No. 146, Series ol 1996 by Notary Public Atty, Librado
G. Cuadrasal ol the City ol Manila

WE FORUM
August 12, 19 & 26, 1906

NOTICE OF DISSOLUTION

Nolice is hereby given thai THE MINISTER OF
GLOBAL CHURCH OF GOD, INC. ({SEC Reg. No. ANO95-
01185), a corporation sole organized and existing under
Philippine laws, has been dissolved per the venfied
declaration of dissolulion executed by its minister Tho-
mas D Turk and corporale secrelary Maximino Noble 11|
on July 16, 1996 and filed with the Securities and Ex-
change Commission on July 25 1896, pursuanl lo Sec
115 of Ihe Corporation code. This documenl was entered
as DOC. NO 177, PAGE 37, BOOK NO. |ll, SERIES OF
1996, nolarized belore Notary Public B. Karlo M. Ponterrada
in Makati City on July 16, 1896, Dunng the winding-up
period, the corporation sole will hold office at Unit 1001,
Parc Chateau, Onyx cor, Zapphire St, Ornigas Cenler,
Pasig Cry, and s aflairs will be administered by Messrs
Robert League, Jose Pioquinio and Maximino Noble I

WE FORUM
August 12, 18 & 26 19088

ferocious animals, it is interesting to spec-
ulate on the probable origin of other exotic
Philippine animal species.

Take the tamaraw of Mindoro, long a
subject of many a wistful and nostalgic sto-
ry. It is smaller than a carabao, fiercer by
rote if not by reputation --- but one wonders
how such a scrawny-looking beast could have
possible descended from anything larger than
an over-sized Indian buffalo.

Or take the amiable and approachable mouse
deer, another endangered animal species from
Palawan. Were they, at one time, large and
majestic specimens just like the pre-war
politicians of the Philippines? Did they get
in the way of jokesters from a passing plan-
etary space ship, whose laser beam guns shrunk
them to their present small size -- while other
laser beams from late-arriving space ships
shrunk the brains and the uprightness of
modern-day Filipino politicians?

Tl

On a hunting tip through the still unde-
veloped Philcomsat area in Baras-Morong,
Rizal, more than 20 years ago, Business World
Publisher Raul Locsin and I, 12 gauge shot-
guns in our hands, rounded a bend through
thickly clustered undergrowth and stopped dead
in our tracks. In front of us, treading as softly
as a legislator about to force open a pork
barrel full of Spanish gold doubloons, walked
an ape whom I swear must have been all of
four or five feet tall.

The ape (really an upland monkey), stared
at us insolently, waling almost erect with a
disdainful look on his face. He must have
been a grand-daddy of all the apes (aka
monkeys) in those Sierra Madre foothills of
the Philcomsat area. His face whiskers were

by MARIO P. CHANCO

white and stained with different fruit-like
colors. The way he moved, he looked to me
like a gorilla from the Manila zoo.

T 1]

So he walked past us, unhurriedly, not more
than ten feet away from where we stood, into
the underbrush. For what seemed like min-
utes, we stared after him as he disappeared
and finally Raul said, **Why didn’t you shoot,
you dummy?"’

I swallowed hard before answering.

“*] was waiting for you to shoot,"" I managed
to answer. '‘Besides, I've never caten ape
meat before and I was thinking, what a waste
to have to shoot something you can’t eal
anyway.""

That almost, but not quite, ended the story.
A documentary picture | saw years later
convinced me that what Raul and I saw was
a ‘‘yeti,"' a man-animal who also appears in
America under the name Big Fool. Raul scoffed
at that. **Yetis are at least eight feet or more
in height,”” he said. *'That's why basketball
teams are searching for them like mad."

*“In that case, what we saw must have
been a small yeti,”” I told him. **A midget,
no less, Maybe he got in the way of those
laser beams that shrunk down our Palawan
mouse deer, and politicians, hey? If it hap-
pens to people it can happen to apes.”’

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
Las Plfas, Metro-Manlla

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

FAR EAST BANK & TRUST COMPANY,
Morigagee/s
- versus -
ALFREDO and CELIA DACIA,
Morigagor/s

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Foreclosure No, 96-0098

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135
As amended by Act 4118

Las Pifas, Mewro-Manila, July 26, 1996.

(Sgd.) ANTOLIN L. OBSEQUIO, JR.
Deputy Sherift

or before the date ol sale under penaity ol law.
Copy lurnished: All concerned

WE FORUM
August 5, 12 & 19, 1986

Upon verifled petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Acl 4118, filed by Mortgagee/s FAR
EAST BANK & TRUST COMPANY, with office address at Head Office, Far East Bank, Makatl Clty agalinst
the Morigagor/s ALFREDO and CELIA DACIA with residence and postal address at 31 Rosas Si., Dofa
Manuela Subd., LP, MM to secure paymenlt ol the mmorigage debt which, as of June 15, 1996 amounts
to P93,976.60 excluding Interest, penaity charges and all legal fees and expenses Incidantal to Mis fore-
closure and sale, the Execullve Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Las Pifias through the undersigned
Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Las Pifas, Meiro-Manila or his duly
authorized Sherif, will sell al public auction on SEPT 9, 1996 al 10:00 a.m. infront ol the Municipal Hall,
Las Pihas, MM, to the highes! bidder and for CASH, In Phillppine Currency, the following described real
proparty/ies, with all the bulldings and other improvements existing thereon, 10 wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. (S-67553/T-14965) 13402, MM District IV

“A parcal of land (Lot 31, Block 6, of the subdlvision plan (LAC) Psd-183208, being a portion of Psu-
189536, LAC Record No. N-32688), situated In the Barrio of Talon, Municipality of Las Pifas, Province
of Rizal, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the SW., points 2 ta 3 by Road Lol 5; on the SE., poinls 3 to 4
by Lot 33; on the SW., points 4 10 1 by Lot 32; and on the NW., points 1 lo 2 by Lot 29, all of Block
6, all ol the subdivision plan, Beginning at a point marked “1" on plan. x X X X X X X contalning an area
of ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY (180) SQUARE METERS, more or less. x x X X X x x ."

Prospective buyers/ and/or bidders are hereby enjoined 1o Investigate for themsaelves the litle/s of sald
property/ies and the encumbrances thereon Il any there be,

WAHBNING ‘
It is absolutely prohibited to remove, delace or destroy the NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL SALE on

RHANDOLFO B. AMANSEC
Clerk of Court
Ex-Officlo Sheriff




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports :

champions.
wm 5 *

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just *casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes
and tum them into intemational champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR'’s
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

A
*f Gpo

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,

in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters, And PAGCOR
cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming

e




two of the most potential sources of sac-
quiring Hepatitis C in the United States,
a recent medical dispatch from the US
has indicated.

At present, more than half of the states

in the US have no regulations at all for
tattoo parlors; the same is true when it
comes to Philippine shores,
' Hepatitis can also be transmitted by
sharing toothbrushes, razors, or other items
that can cause bleeding. Blood transfu-
sions occasionally cause hepatitis C in-
fection, although donated blood is now
screened for the virus. Sexual transmis-
sion is considered possible but not the
most likely mode of transmission.

According to Patiear Care, a scientific
journal published 20 times a year in the
US, about 3.5 million Americans may be
_mfected with hepatitis C virus, a disease
that can remain silent for years or even
‘decades before leading to cirrhosis of the
liver ‘and liver cancer.

About 150,000 new cases of hepatitis

-."_TATTOOS AND HEPATITIS c

By DARWIN M. ESPINOSA

TA‘I’TOOS and body pierclng. usually

: : trjr, and 80 percent to 95 percent of people
‘the result of contaminated needles, are

C are diagnosed each year in this coun-

exposed to the yirus develop chronic in-
fection that can last a lifetime. As many
as one in five people infected with hep-~
atitis C will eventually have cirrhosis or
liver cancer, the report estimated.

Hepatitis C is usually more common
but not as well known as hepatitis B virus,
which affects about 1.2 million people and
is transmitted primarily by sexual activ-
ity. With hepatitis C, the report noted
that the people at highest risk are cur-
rent or past intravenous (1Y) drug oser.

In many cases, the drug use occurred
in adolescence or young adulthood and
has long since been forgotten.

The symptoms of acute infection are
vague and hard to detect, the report point-
ed out. Fatigue is a common complaint
along with the discomfort in the right upper
section of the chest. Anyone who has
persistent and unexplained elevations in
liver function tests should be tested for
hepatitis C.

Testing is also warranted if a person
who has risk factors, such as IV drug use
or multiple ‘sexual partners complains of

fatigue, the report noted. (MNC)

BASES CONVERSION: President Ramos confers with Bases Conversion De-
velopment Authority Chairman Victorino Basco (fifth from left) and project engineer
Alex Solomon (second from left) at the Diego Silang Village housing project in
Makati City outside Fort Bonifacio during his surprise visit to the site last week.
(Malacariang Phaoto)

TRAFFIC ILLS
IN METRO M’LA
SEEN FURTHER
DETERIORATING

By NICK REBONG

HE traffic maladies in Metro Manila will further deteriorate in the near

future.

This can be gleaned from the staggering increase in the number
of vehicles that are put in circulation every year and to the failure of the
government to make any headway in its efforts to battle and subdue the

traffic monster.

Official statistics show that
from January to May this year,
there were 558,000 new ve-
hicles registered in Metro
Manila alone or an increase
of 13.2 percent over the fig-
ures in the same period last
year,

On a nationwide basis,
there were 1,344,000 for the
first five months this year or
an increase of 12.58 percent
over those in 1995.

‘“*Every commuter and
every molorist has suffered
immensely from the traffic
problem and visiting foreign-
ers have damned and cursed
it,"" Deputy Speaker Hernando
Perez said in a privilege
speech last Monday.

“*All  mankind, from
Istanbul to Buenos Aires, from
Madagascar lo Rawalpindi,
knows that Melro Manila
traffic, is among the worst, if
not the worst in the history
of the world,”" he added.

Perez recalled that in his
short stinl as secretary of the
Department of Transportation
and Communications (DOTC),
he discovered that the sever-
ity of the traffic problem had

already been anticipated as
carly as 1976.

Al that time, he said, the
DOTC contracted Freeman
Fox and Associates 1o under-
take what was then called the
Metroplan. The recommenda-
tion was to set up the light
railway system (LRT) and by
1979, the LRT-1 project was
under way.

Perez explained that un-
der the plan, other LRT lines
will follow later. but almost
20 years have passed and not
a single LRT line has been
added. As DOTC sccretary,
he even participated in the
hatching of the LRT-2 plans
and at present, there has been
a lot of noise about LRT-3
that will run through EDSA.

All together, three LRTs
will provide a network of light
rail transport to crisscross the
whole metropolitan area from
Monumento in Caloocan City
to Baclaran to Zapote, from
Doroteo Jose in Sta. Cruz to
Marikina, from Shaw Boule-
vard to Espaiia and the Uni-
versity of Santo Tomas, from
Quirino Highway to
Novaliches, and so on.

He stressed that the mag-
nitude of the project, which
will cover a total of 75 ki-
lometers above-ground, sim-
ply shows that the severity
of the traffic problem that the
government confronts now and
in the future.

Perez noted that his suc-
cessors in the DOTC grap-
pled with the different aspects
of the problem, one of which
was the commercial angle that
involved the real estate sig-
nificance of the LRT projects
like the air space over the lines
and the areas in and around
the LRT stations.

These income-camers of
mammoth potentials were
planned 1o leased oul by the
Philippine National Railways
(PNR) and private develop-
ers who were supposed to
construct three-level commer-
cial centers in cach LRT sta-
tion on EDSA.

The income from the rental
of these complexes was to
form part of government rev-
enues.
General Manager Pete Prado
initiated the idea of commer-
cializing the air space along

At that time, PNR -

-TOO MUCH MOTOR VEHICLES:

LRT lines, citing that this
concept had been working
successfully in Europe and
Japan.

Saying that rentals from
commercial users at the
Tutuban Station constituted
much of PNR's revenues,
Prado proceeded to envision
the identification and devel-
opment of 10 vital points in
the already existing railway
system as commercial
flashpoints 1o ensure the vi-
ability and profitability of
PNR's operations.

Perez observed that the
word ‘‘profit’’ has triggered
the mental light bulbs of
opportunists. The creativity,
energy, skills and will, and

the genius of those involved
in the bruising battle to prof-
it by the billions from the LRT
projects on commercial space
and retail estate considerations
have overshadowed the vital
purpose of providing an ef-
ficient and affordable mass
transit system for the people.

He pointed out, however,
that unlike in the Tutuban
case, the enormous sums from
rentals will not go to the
government but will be
grabbed and wolfed down by
fortunate few.

Perez said he thought that
the LRT network is about the
convenience of the EDSA-
riding public and not about
commercial positioning and

Metro nightmare.

that the delays and vexations
in the construction of the
projects have been due to
technical or management prob-
lems and not to individual or
corporale avarice.

He expressed fears that
LRT-3 may not happen be-
fore the year 2000 consider-
ing that the government has
not even constructed a single
column to indicate that the
project is still alive.

Perez suggesied that the
award be given to the present
contractors be canceled and
given to those who can build
and run LRT-3 instead of
merely developing shopping
malls. (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)
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