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TOO much for Johnny

egional Director Modesta Boquiren

of the Ministry of Education,

Culture and Sports (MECS) told

Acting Minister Minda Sutaria
August 28 that the St. Scholastica’s College
in Manila did not violate any MECS rules
and regulations when it allowed a delega-
tion of Cagayan farmers to speak to Grade
6 and 7 pupils on alleged military atrocities
last August 22,

Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile had
accused school authorities of *‘bfainwash.
ing" the students, He said he would not
have minded at all if the audience at the
symposium had been college students
“since they can discern the truth from
falsehood.” Using grade schoolers, he
added, *‘is too much.”

Sutaria earlier reasoned that it was
proper for teachers *“to expose children to
a narration of facts, but we leave them to
their own conclusions.” School president
Sr. Bellarmine Bernas, meanwhile, ex-
plained in her letter to parents that they
did not in any way mean to indoctrinate
anyone. The symposium, she said only
intended 1o show “‘solidarity with the
poor in our country,”

Cause-oriented groups led by the Philip-
pine Alliance of Human Rights Advocates
and the Bagong Alyansang Makabayan
called Enrile’s charges “reckless and irres-
ponsible.” They said they will ask Presi-
dent Aquino to demand a written explana-
tion from Enrile who had alluded to PAH-
RA members as “*suspected communists.”
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Luz-Vi-Minda makes it

Three Philtranco buses with about
00 passengers arrived August 23 in Davao

City to complete the historic first land-
and-sea run through Luzon, Visayas, and
Mindanao, Dubbed as the Luz-Vi-Minda
run, the trip which began August 21 from
Pasay City covered the 1,500-kilometer
distance in 50 hours, instead of the projec-
ted 36 hours, due to engine trouble and
flat tires.

Passengers paid P371.50 each as bus
fare and P81 each as ferry boat fares
in Matnog, Sorsogon and Salipata, Surigao
del Norte. By air, the trip would cost
about P1,000.

Et tu, Tantoco?

Italian police raided the Appian Way
villa of ex-Philippine ambassador to the
Vatican Bienvenido Tantoco August 22
and booked him together with five mem-
bers of his all-Filipino household staff for
illegal possession of firearms.

Rome police chief Marcello Monarca
said that the 65-year-old Marcos crony
“clearly intended to carty out political
activity” but he did nol elaborate. He said
suspicions had been aroused by (the)

large number of foreign visitors to the villa.

“It was not the life of someone who had
withdrawn from the diplomatic world."
The arms cache, the Associated Press
reported, included 12 handguns, two Uzi
submachine guns, and about 2 500 car-
tridges.Also recovered were two bullet-
proof vests, cattle prods, spike balls
chained to metal sticks, five tear gas canis-
ters, several radio transmitters, a metal

“These were certainly not for defensive
purposes or protection,” police captain
Ugo Mastrolitio said. Tantoco and the
others were taken to Romeo's Regina
Coeli prison,

A statement issued by the Philippine
embassy in Rome said: *“We cannot inter-
fere with the laws of Italy. Since he (Tan-
toco) is a resident of Italy, he should then
be given his day in court, and the Philip-
pines has faith in the justice and fairness
of the Italian legal system."

Money matters

The Commission on Elections informed
President Corazon Aquino that the general
registration of voters slated next month
will have to be postponed because of time
and budgetary constraints, However, regis-
tration of additional voters, or those who
failed to register in the last elections and
those who will be of voting age on the date
of the plebiscite for the Constitution now
being drafted, will go on as scheduled.

“Considering that the Asian Productivi-
ty Organization printing press (under the
National Economic Development Authori-
ty) and the Comelec need at least 60 days
to print 120 million pieces of voters’
affidavits and other materials," Comelec
sources said, “it is now impossible to hold
the registration.” They said it would
take at least 20 days to package and trans-
port materials to some 90,000 precincts
all over the country.

President Aquino, they added, has
not yet issued any executive order author-
izing the general registration of voters as an
amendment to the Omnibus Election Code

Starting on Sept.5, WE FORUM will be
distributed as a weekly supplement of
MIDDAY every Friday. The new
WEFORUM will continue to carry
indepth articles on the issues of the
day, analyses, human interest features,
a summary of the week’s events, etc.
-Ed.

OUR COVE Lino Brocka may not be the most articulate member of the

Constitutional Commission but he s certainly the most con-
sistent. While his other colleagues wacillated, Brocka unhesitatingly stuck to his original
position, that of resignation. His recent move to expose the multinational connections of
several Con-Com commissioners promises to precipitate yet another crisis. (Cover photo
by Ariel Mauricio)
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detector, and several diplomatic car plates.

EXAMPLE
NOT INNUENDOES

The latest innuendoes of
Defense  Minister Enrile
against ex-political detainees
is to be deplored. It is divi-
sive and poes against the
spirit of reconciliation

It is a throwback to the
self-defeating tactics of the
Marcos regime. It is a cheap
political ploy designed 1o
win the support of foreign
and domestic “hawks” re-
presenting the narrow in-
terests of the war indus-
tries and military institu-
tions.

~Ex-political delainees
come from the various sec-
tors of Philippine society.
They suffered deprivation,
maltreatment, torture and
debumanization under the
Marcos regime of which Mi-
nister Enrile was a princi.
pal instrument,

Ex-political detninees
have every right to contri:
bute to the upliftment of
the less privileged in our
soclety and socioeconomic
development of the nation,
As citizens of the Repub-

lic, they are entitled to a
means of livelihood while
rendering service Lo the peo-
ple whether in a public or
private capacity.

It is highly presump-
tuous of Minister Enrile to
pass judgment on the patrio-
tism and love of country of
individual  Filipinos. He
should first examine his role
and record of service as a
senior  partner withun the
Marcos dictatorship before
he renders any verdict on
others.

We in SELDA (Sama-
han ng mga Ex-detainee
Laban sa Detensyon at
para  sa Amnestiya) find
Minister Enrile’s red-baiting
o backward step along the
road to national reconcilia-

tion and-the resolution of

enormous  economic and
social problems. SELDA
suggests that Mr, Enrile be
more consistent  with the
liberal tendencies of the
Aquino  administration ra-
ther than the oppressive
feathers of the discredited
Marcos regime,

We support the current

campaign of the Aquino
government to reorient and
instill a new set of values
among the officers and men
of the NAFP that could
bring them closer to the
people. But we also believe
that this would be an exer-
cise in futility unless Minis-
ter Enrile takes the lead and
sets the correct example.
ng mga
Ex-detainee Laban sa
Detensyon at para sa
Amnestiya (SELDA)

REVOLUTION FOR
EXPORT

Cory's US visit is a con-
tinvation and retracing of
the discovery and redisco-
very of Americas and the
New World dating back to
1492

It is the step (o augur
the export of the “Philip
pine  Revolution” 1o the
Americas and to the World
1o ventilate the issues of
freedom, human rights, jus
tice, liberty, and good gov-
ernment 1o all corners of
the World

FREDDIE A. VENIDA
Pamcale, Camarines Norte

-




The uncompromising Lino Brocka

he phone rings
T every so often in
Lino Brocka's pad
on 228 Scout Albano
breaking the rhythm of
There were
phone calls congratulating him for what he
did, there were phone alls asking him to
reconsider his decision. There were also
phone calls which simply asked him what
he would do next,

Brocka had just irrevocably resigned
Jrom the Commission and after a week of
silence, something which he said was
very hard to do, he was read [y 1o say his
piece, d

I have had enough of it, he said. Enough
of all the hypocrisy and fakery and begging
Jor erumbs. “I do not claim a monopoly
of nationalism, patriorism, probity, in-
tegrity, or democratic sentiment, My
defractors may even be right. . . What-
ever it is, I have come to realize that my
vore on any cructal issue no longer
counts,” wrote Brocka In his resignation
letter,

The multiawarded film director had
been a most reluctant commissioner, [t
took Cory Aquino herself to persuade him
to accept the post.

Brocka knows that his repudiation of
the Con-Com could be interpreted as a
refection of the Cory government and he is
quick to counter that: It has nothing ro
do with Cory. Certain things are beyond
that or bevond any government whether
it Is Cory or Marcos. Kung lalaban ka,
dapat lumaban ka all the way, If during
the rime of Marcos we did not compro-
mise, what maore now?

On an extremely rainy morning last
Thursday, Brocka related to WE FORUM
his experiences at the Con-Com

hen I started out, reluctantly
because | never really wanted 1o
be a commissioner, | was so exci-
ted and full of hope. The names
were 50 illustrious and so distinguished-
sounding. But after the first caucus, |
knew it was not my milicu, I felt very
uncomfortable. 1 felt very inadequate.
I didn’t think 1 had the mind for it. The
language was totally different
I went to Cory and told her about my
apprehensions. | told her I was so honored
and flattered but 1 thought I was out of
place. I even recommended other people
to take my place like Pete Lacaba and
Beln Cervantes, But Cory prevailed upon
mie. | could not say no to her.
1 did not wlk much at the ConCom
I kept very qulel because one, | could
not interpellate as brilliantly as the others
wnd two, [ did not trust myself. My mouth
is o little unwieldy when it comes Lo
certain Issues 1 feel very strongly about, |
did not want to antagonize anybody
because sooner or later you will need their
votes, | veally compromised and that was
a very difficull thing 10 do
campletely supporting role
My resignation was not due to our

being voted down. No, no, no. That's
being very silly and stupid and narrow-
minded. It was as my fellow commissioners
said, "‘an accumulation of frustrations.”

In my case the frustrations started
with the inclusion of the word love in the
preamble. It is so icky. We are all for love
and all. It is hard to argue against that, but
to put it in a constitution? But they
were all so enamored with the EDSA Re-
volution and people’s power.

If you look at the preamble closely,
it is just a string of noble words. I wanted
something simpler.

1 first started to speak up on the issue
of reserved seats for party-list candidates,
1 reacted when Ople said in that stentorian
voice of his, "It is a gift.” Para bang wow,
we are giving the Filipino people a gift,

a constitutional gift, Buong-buo ang loob
niya.

The point is that the political parties

ARIEL MAURICID

4. R, Allbutugd

will swallow up any cause-oriented candi-
date, Iyang mga cause-oriented, magaling
iyan sa mga rally, sa flag-waving, pero pag
pinaandar na ng mga political parties ang
kanilang machinery, talo na. Kahit ano
pa ang ingay mo.

The right of these groups to a seat in
the legislative is not a gift. It is a right they
have carned in the darkest days of the
dictatorship. When the political parties
were marginalized, it was these cause-
oriented groups which carried on the fight
for freedom. But their cause lost in the
ConCom nevertheless.

Everybody talks about the people's
welfare, people’s right but when it comes
to giving the people actual political power,
this time no longer just a nebulous paean
to their strength, ideals and aspirations,
there was such a resistance. Ang mga tao
parang ginagamit lang.

If you really believe in the people, now
is the test. And the test is to give them real
political power enshrined in the constitu-
tion. That statement of Ople about it being
a gift is so cacique. It is so feudal. It is so
hy pocritical.

Ang dami nilang speeches tungkol sa
EDSA Revolution, tungkol sa maturity of
the people, makukulili ang tainga mo.

But when it came to the test, hindi nakapa-
sa.

Then came land reform. That article was
really diluted and watered down. But even
that we let go, 1 was even the one who
comforted Jimmy Tadeo who felt really
bad after the whole thing. | even said
to Jimmy, **You can’t win them all. Unti-
unti lang.” I was already beginning to
count crumbs. Binibilang ko na lang ang
aking nukuha.

Then came the discussions on natjonal
economy, The irony of it all was that |
really did not even prepare for it. | was so
busy with preparation of my own article
on Human Resources which was the next
lopic

The first two days they were discussing
the economy, there were rumblings. Then
Fely Aquino said that the word unfair
should be deleted from the section because
any competition from foreign sources must
be considered unfair. Nagtataka ako kung
bakit napakaimportant "'nung unfair, It
was all building up.

I got the same feeling about the phrase
"eommon good." It appeared so many
times and il was usually used in crisis to
neutralize people. They (conservatives)
always said they believed in social justice,
but only for the common good. "Yun pala
pag sinabing common good ay parang sina-
bing para sa good ng lahat, even the rich
If vou take away the lands of the rich to
give 1o the landless, It is not common
good, How can you implement land re

form i you do not take away the londs of

the landed? Social justice is bloody, Social
justice s painful. Nobody ever said social
justice s painless

When | Tirst sent my letter of resignu-
tion, people cabled me lrom as far as
Mindanao. But the opinions were split.

1 feel | would be more effective outside
the Con-Com. Inside, I could not even
understand the jargon these so-called ex-
perts on the economy were mouthing.
Hindi ko maintindihan. I think it is on the
record that I said, “Let’s cut out the bull-
shit.” Why don’t we be honest? Let's not
hide behind words,

When I read the coalition of business-
men's report, sinabi ko sa sarili ko, “This
makes sense.” Claro ang stand nina Ding,
economic protectionism, industrialization,
and economic democracy,

Sinabi ko sa kanila (conservatives), *'
wish I could take your word for it kasi
experts kayo. But | feel very suspicious
because some of you are connected with
multinationals. How can you bite the hand
that feeds you?™

There should have been a commissioner
here with a different, a nationalist perspec-
tive on the economy. 1 just realized it. My
guess is that we, the supposed nationalists,
were in the commission for the civil and
human rights, but "yung economic policies
ayos na. Patawarin ako ngDiyos, bul it is
gnawing in my mind. Bakit walang nation-
alist economist sa Commission? Tapos si
Cory is making all of these executive agree-
ments inviting all of these foreign invest-
ments. I heard Cory on TV while on the
ASEAN trip and it bothered me na while
nakikipag-toast siya kay Suharto, minen-
tion niya ang agri-business. Parang narinig
ko na iyon,

I get the feeling that the Constitution,
as far as the economic policies are con
cerned, is intended to bolster all these
agreements that Cory is entering into.
Hindi fair ang representation ng eco
nomists,

There were people asking us during
the public hearings kung luto ba ang
Con-Com. Maraming tanong but the
whole point was kung lutong macao na
ba iyon. Pakiramdam nila it is a show. |
was defending it. | assured them it wasn't
ashow. But now how do you bring up na baka
luto nga without personally criticizing
Cory and hey government. | feel so bad
I am frightened and confused by the impli-
cations.

You know what is frightening is that
those wha appointed these Commissioners
knew fully well that these people serve the
World Bank. It was Cory who appointed
them, That is why it is such a dilemma. It
is saddening

My leaving the Con-Com now will not
really affect anything. All the major issues
have been linished

I feel very free and liberated about
what I've done, 1 thought at first it was
best 1o COMPIomise, you win some and
the

last straw came up and | said to mysell,

vou lose some. But in this instance
“No more compromise.” No compromises
because you are talking about our people’s
future

They all talk of unity an of the good
name of the commission. Brd what erimes
have been commitied in the nome of und

v’
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Sweeter the second time around

ive days after the
F “rebel” commission-
ers walked out of
= the Con-Com session hall
\~/ ] 2mid threats of physical vio-
—d lence from an enraged
Christian Monsod and an ashtray-flinging
tantrum from the PNP (Partido Nacion-
-alista ng Pilipinas) stalwart Blas Ople, they
decided to return,

They had left while the speech of Com.
missioner Wilfrido Villacorta was still ring-
Ing in the other Commissioners’ ears, With
one fist raised in the traditional radical
pose, the La Salle dean declared, “Nag-
luluksa na naman ang sambayanang Pili-
pino. Nadurog na mull ang pangarap nating
nabuhay nitong nakaraang rebolusyon.
Mabuhay ang mg tagapagtanggol
ng multinationals.”

Ponciano Bennagen, Minda Luz Quesa-
da, Jaime Tadeo, Jose Suarez, and Villa-
corla, the five rebel commissioners, des-
paired of ever making a truly pro-Filipino
charter. The flap over the 60-40 Filipino-
foreigners share in public utilities was only
the latest in a long list of setbacks the
nationalist bloc in the Con-Com had suf-
fered. It was what finally snapped the al-
ready taut threat of patience that bound
the progressives to the Conservative major-
ity.

Things are said to be sweeter the second
time around but it was with trepidation
that the “rebels” rejoined the Con-Com. It
was only after a few days of intense con-
sultations with several elder political figures
like the former senator Lorenzo Tanada
plus the general public clamor for their
return (Villacorta relates that even his child
in the Philippine Science High School was
urged by her classmates to convince him
to return) that they decided to acquiesce.

“We are heartened to learn that our act-
ion has contributed to the heightening of
public awareness regarding the important
role of the constitution in restoring the
economic and political sovereignty of the
Filipino people. . . We joined the Constitu-
tibnal Commission fully cognizant of the
fact that the challenge and responsibility
of drafting the fundamental law of the land
is a noble task that we share with the peo-
ple. Their enthusiastic reaction to our act-
lon is evidence of our continued partner-
ship,” declared the boycotters,

“We shall be returning to the Constitu-
tional Commission to continue our work,
seeking new pathways for our collective
development,” said Suarez during a press
conference last August 27,

The commissioners expressed satisfact-
ion over what seemed to be conciliatory
moves emanating from the Con-Com. One
of these was the “package-ratification”
deal being proposed by Commissioners
Vicente Foz and Joaquin Bernas. This in-
volves the division of the proposed consti-
tution into “‘packages” which could be

individually ratified or rejected. The propo-

sition pdds that for the meantime, the
appropriate articles of the 1935 Constitu-
tion would be in effect until the rejected

“package” could be changed.

In effect, you could ratify those arti-
cles you approve of in the proposed consti-
tution without at the same time having to
accept other articles you don't like. Lately,
however, this particular proposal has been
meeting heavy resistance from the conser-
vative hardliners. Francisco “Soc” Rodri-
go objected to the proposal saying that it
would only cause more disunity as Con-
Com members themselves would lead cam-
paigns against each other's pet provisions,

The group of five also said that the char-
ter body seemed to be more amenable now
to continue discussion of issues already de-
cided upon in plenary session. The pro-
gressives said that they will seek the re-
consideration of such basic issues as “the
absence of legislative concurrence over pre-
sidential power to declare martial law and

WILFRIDO VILLACORTA
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PHOTOS/ BOY ESCLANDA

MINDA LUZ QUESADA
suspend the writ of habeas corpus: th
dilution of the provisions for the resen®
seats for the sectoral representation I
Congress; and the inadequate protectiod

P ¥ i ol
given to Filipino industries and insuffich

foundations provided for genune Land 1
form and industrialization,”

“We feel that the limited objectives !
our actions has been achieved," sud
Suarez adding that they are willing 10
accept the defeat of their proposals in I
Con-Com during the reconsideration
“provided the rules are fair. We mean 10
stay there and fight to the end like glud¥
tors going back to the Constitutional
arena,”

“If we lose honorably, if there were?
machinations that were behind our low. !
was a clean fight then we shall accept o/
defeat like sportsminded individuals. A M
would depend on public pressure, a bent
ficial effect of our action is heightened
public awareness and being interested (h/
would exercise the same vigilance over M
Commission,”” said Villacorta.

Commenting upon the-Commission’s ™

due insistence upon the rules, Quesals
said that it is the people’s need which
must be addressed first before any mlt
“Why should we wait until the peoplt
reject the constitution in the plebiscilt
when we can change it now?"

The Con-Com was supposed to wind !f
the framing of the constitution by Sepl
but the end seems a long way off yet ¥
Con-Com President Cecilia Munoz Paln!
said that “40 per cent of the proposed
charter still has to be debated.”

“It is physically impossible,” Palm
said, At least 4 commissioners had nKJ'I
cal treatment due to the intense worki®
that had been pressed upon them. SH
also added that the state visit of Preside!
Aquino to the US has no bearing on ¥
work of the draft, Palma did not offer
new deadline

When the “rebels” returned to i
session last Thursday, August 28, at g
11 in the morning they were greeted wil®
applause, handshakes and smiles from b
the gallery and the commissigners the
selves. Even Monsod and company jolne!
in the greetings, Suarcz said that they W
no intention of walking out again “in ¥
foreseeable future.™ But how long befo!
the smiles are once again  tucked lnl¢
hidden little comers and fangs are ond
again bared? (J. Raul Alibutud) [

t ten a.m. Tuesday,

ﬁ AScpl. 2, former
‘/ Con-Com Com-
—J missioner Lino Brocka and

[ “ [ Jthe Coalition of Nationalist
EAL I Businessmen led by Alejan-
dro Lichauco would formally disclose to
the press and the public the multinational
connections of several Con-Com members.

Brocka put on the record that one of
his main reasons for choosing to irrevocab-
ly resign from the Con-Com was to press
for the full and immediate disclosure
of certain conflicts of interest. “The people
deserve to know the facts. The Constitu-
tional Commission cannot afford fo dis
regard the problem if it hopes to preserve
its integrity and good name. Until it does

Shattering

By Ed Tadem

verybody thought
E that the big fight
was going to be over

the bases issue, or over land
reform, or over the unica-
meral/bicameral issue, But
the most severe strain upon the Con-Com
was caused by the tusslé over the national
cconomy.

Six commissioners had walked out of
the charter body, one permanently. Asper-
slons were cast on several commissioners,
charging them with conflict of interest,
They suppos=dly acting as agents of multi-
national corporations. Gallons of saliva
were spent discussing “unfair competition”,
“foreign investment”, and the entry of
multinational corporations.

What does all these mean?

Many Filipinos believe that foreign
capital is the answer to the nation’s current
ecconomic crisis. This habit of thought is
the result of many decades of exposure Lo
colonial propaganda which has created a
barrier to a more enlightened understand-
ing of the role of foreign investments in the
Philippines. Dependence on foreign capital
is rationalized on the following grounds:

(1) The Philippines does not have the
funds to set up the required economic
activities;

(2) The technological transfer that will
result from fpreign investments will bring
up-to-date the country’s backward produc-
tive forces;

(3) Jobs will be created to help ease the
problem of unemployment ; and,

(4) Labor skills will be upgraded to
levels approximating, if not equalling,
those in developed economies.

Since the Philippines has played host to
foreign investors since the second half of
the nineieenth century, the above premises
can easily be checked against the actual
performance. Studies by various scholars
regarding the impact of foreign capital in
the Phillppines provide us with some
Interesting revelations which challenge
time-honored beliefs.

One of the earliest studies was conduct-
od in 1968 by the National Economic




‘The people deserve to know’

so, there will always e a cloud of suspi-
cion over the entire work of the commis-
sion,” said Brocka,

Al least four commissioners, among

them Bernardo Villegas, Jose Bengzon Jr,,

Ricardo J. Romulo, and Christian Monsod
were reportedly the subject of investiga-
tions by nationalist businessmen.

1 wish to make it clear that I personal-
ly have no objectjons to anyone working
or having worked for multinationals or
the World Bank. That is a job, and we a0
have to earn a living somehow, | would
have wished that they had the delicadeza
not fo sit in the committee on the national

patrimony, especially in view of the fact
that the Commission has no economists
representing other views to enlighten
the non-economists among us,” wrote
Brocka in his letter of resignation dated
last August 27,

Brocka contended that his attack on
these commissioners in no way destabilizes
the Agquino government. Far more
destabilizing, he said, is*‘the constitutional-
ization of import liberalization and export-
oriented  industrialization which  are
policies dictated by the IMF-WB.” It is
the destabilizing lactor he claims, because
“it gives away our national patrimony and

economy to foreigners and is therefore
likely to lead to the closure of Filipino
businesses which would cause mass unem-
ployment and unrest.”

In his official bio-data in the Con-Com,
Christian Monsod lists at least eight
column inches of closely spaced type
detailing a long career in several countries
in the world under the auspices of the
World Bank,

A review of the Martindale-Hubbel Interna-
tonal Law Directory, Vol. 6, 1986, on the
special section on the Philippines reveals listings
of multinational clients for the lw offices of
Bengzon and Romulo.

Listed under are the multinational clients

serviced by the Romulo, Mabanta Buenaventura,
Sayoc, und De los Angeles Law [irm:

Ace-Compton Advertlsing, Inc; AHS/ Phil-
Ippines, Inc.; American Can Company; Amaer|-
can Smelting & Refining Co.; Amicus Tale-
vision Pty., Ltd.; A/S Kristian Jebsens Rederl;
Avon Products, Inc.; BASF (Pnilippines), Inc.;
Bescham Group, Ltd.; E.E. Black, Ltd.; Carglil
Seeds, Inc.; Citibank, MN.A.} The Coca-Cola
Export Corp.; Credit Sulsse First Bostan A.G,
Ltd,; Cyanamid Phillppines, Inc.; Dibrell-Carol-
Ina Far Eastern Corp.) Falconbridge Phillppines,
Inc.; FMC Corp.; Ford Phillppines Inc.; Goulds
Pumps (Phillppines), inc.; GTE Industries, Inc.;
Honda Motor Co.; Hooven Comalco Industries,
Inc.; 1BM Philippines, Inc.; J &J
(Philippines), Inc,i Kraft Foods, Inc. (Philip-
pines); Lepanto Consolldated Mining Co.j
Melion Bank MN.A.; Mercury Group of Com-
panles; NDC-Guthrie Plantations, inc.; National
Development Corp.; Natlonal Semlconductor
Cotp.; Peter Paul Phillippine Corp.: Philippine
Acetylene Co.; Reader’'s Digest (Phillppines),
Inc.; Sime-Darby International Tire Co., Inc.;
Staedtior (Pl | Yolncy T h Cen-
tury-Fox Philippines, inc.; Unlon Oll Company
of Callfornia; W.R. Graca (Philippines), Inc, (@]

the multinational myth

Council (the NEDA's precursor) under a
team headed by Dr. B.G. Bantegul. The
research team reported that, based on a
study of 108 American corporations
operating in the Philippines during the
period from 1956-1965, 84 per cent of all
investments registered by these companics
was actually secured by borrowing from
Jocal credit sources. Only 16 per cent of
the capital was brought into the country
by these investors,

Edberto Villegax showed that the
problems had worsened during the period
from 1972 to 1974 when almast 90 per
cent of total investments by transnational
corporations was generated from local
banks. Commenting on the Villegas study,
Emesto Valencia noted that, based on
Central Bank data, the percentage of
domestic borrowings for the same period
was actually closer to 95 per cent.

As one digs deeper into the question
the results become more and more
damaging to the case for the TNCs. The
UP Law Center, in a 1978 research project
commissioned by the United Nations
Economic and Social Commission for Asia
and the Pacific (UN ESCAP), uncovered
the fact that for every dollar that American
corporations were supposed to have
invested in the Philippines, they eamed
$3.58 out of which they brought out
$2.00 and re-invested only $1.58, Other
studies show an InfMlow-outflow ratio raging
from 1:2 (o as high as 1:9.

Thus, not only do forefgn investors use
up supposedly scarce Fillpino capital, they
also siphon back to their mother companies
the profits they carn from their domestic
transactions, Either way the country loses
and the myth of foreign investments
contributing to caplital sccumulstion is
convineingly shattered.

The "transfer of technology"™ argument
is similarly Mawed (o that, through the
years, the technology that loreign
investors have brought were always of a
lower level of sophistication or, if relatively
advanced, have remained firmly in non-
Filipino hands. Capital goods-producing
heavy Industries, which are the backbone
of any industrialized natlon, have not been
set up on a significant scale.

As Renato and Letizia Constantino

describe the process, the earlier forms of
“technology transfer” occurred during the
Import substitution era of the fifties

This took the form of “packaging and
assernbly™ plants utilizing imported raw
materiuls and hall-finished products and
were licensed subsidiaries of foreign
Aespecinlly American) companies.

Later, during the period of export-
oriented growth of the late sixties and
seventies, d neo-<colonial form of indus-
trialization premised on developing a
dependent type of capitalism emerged
The relocation of foreign manufacturing
plants producing goods meant primarily
for the export market and which took
advantage of Fillpino cheap labor and tax
holidays offered on a silver platter by the
Marcos regime was a feature of this strategic
shift

One of the more odious aspects of the
TNCs’ game plan was the inauguration of
a new plobal division of labor whereby
parts of an entire manufacturing process
are distributed among several countries.
This ensures that no developing country
Is in possession of the complete technology
for say, automotive manufacturing or
machine-building.

As a rule, the transnational corporations
were not willing to share any technology
that would enable their host countries to
embark on an independent and self-
generating mode of economic development.
Worse, some of the plants relocated were
of the type that were no longer wanted in
the source countries because they were
elther energy consuming or harmful to the
environment,

What about employment generation?
Do TNCs substantially contribute to
solving the perennial problem ol
unemployment?

A 1972 report by the government Inter-
Agency Committee on Private Forelgn
Investments revealed that the direct
contribution of foreign investments to
employment at that time was a meager
1.0 per cent of the national total. As for
the indirect employment effects In terms
of stimulation of local Industries, even then
Finance Minister Cesar Virata was forced
to conclude in 1972 that TNC impact in
this area has been very minimal.

BOY ESCLANDA

An alarm is raised over TNC tentacles in the Con-Com.

Since only low level technology is made
available for the Filipino working classes
to tinker with, it follows that labor skills

can only be upgraded in minute increments,

if at all. In the couniry’s showcase of
dependent industrialization, the Bataan
Export Processing Zone (BEPZ), the
sweatshop model of factories is faithfully
reproduced where workers put in long
hours of monotonous and dehumanizingly
repetitive work [n semi-conductor assembly

plants, textile and garment run-away shops,

cte. So much for raising the workers'
technological expertise

A UP professor has characterized
TNCs as & “national security fssue' with
obvious reference to the nutionalist conten-
tion that 40 years ufter American
colohialism formally bid us goodby,
foreign corporations continue to dominate
or be prominent in important sectors of

' our economy

Thus, more basic than the four issucs
discussed above Is the question of national
sovereignty, TNCs are all-powerful entities
many of whom have annual gross sales
which exceed the Philippine gross national
product. The enormous global resources

at their command make them more
powerful than Third World governments,
Indeed, there have been amply documented
cases of TNCs interfering in the internal
affairs of sovereign nations,

Some of these illegal activides include
giving out kickbacks and bribes to local
governmen t officials to facilitate certain
business transactions, price fixingand
transfer pricing, and supporting if not
actively plotting the overthrow of
nationalist and progressive Third World
heads of state

Under the deposed Marcos regime,
transnatlonal corporations basked in the
open-door policy of a dictatorship which
consistently upheld foreign interests over
and above the national good

The new government of President
Aquino, If it is to remain faithful to It
popular mandate, must serfously reconsider
the role of foreign investments and
transnational ¢ orporations in the
Philippines. This reassessment is especially
needed as the government officialsen rusted
with the task of reviving and developing
the economy appear to have uncritically
adopted the Marcos line on TNCs, O
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country since the February insurrection. The journey took Cory to Indonesia and
where expatriate Filipinos went ga-ga over her.

'ﬂ:te ASEAN swing confirmed Aquino’s popularity among Filipinos abroad
especially in Singapore where some 20,000 migrant workers broke through police cordons
to cheer her on. Cory said the trip humbled her because she saw the relative prosperity of
other ASEAN countries compared to the Philippines,

Singapore named a new variety of orchid after her called Dandrobium Corazon Aquino
while she got two day’s worth of advice from Indonesian strongman President Suharto on
how to tackle the Communists.

The President immediately buckled down to work upon her arrival August 27, agreeing
fo meet with Muslim rebel Nur Misuari next week. Other sectors, though, are not so happy
with the “‘pasalubong” Aquino brought home — a tougher stance against both the rebels
md orgmized labor,

P resident Aquino called it her “voyage n!‘d.i-:overy her first trip outside the

Tita Cory’s ‘pasalub

Escalante massacre:

t's a smaul world tor Virginia
Bacho and Atty. Francisco Ban-
zon. Neither of them knew they
would meet again after boarding
the same Philippine Air Lines flight from
Bacolod City to Manila last August 25.

Bacho, a 27-year-old schoolteacher
from Cadiz City, Negros Occidental, was
to testify against Banzon’s clients believed
responsible for the “Escalante Massacre,”
September 20 last year, in Escalante town,
some 27 kilometers away from Cadiz.
Killed in the incident were 27 rallyists
while 30 were seriously wounded. Twenty-
one others, according to the Support
Committee for Negros, are facing sedition
charges.

Tanodbayan Jose Ferrer began initial
investigations al the Sandiganbayan last
Augmst 27,

The investigation, said Atty. Francisco
Crux, Bacho's lone legal counsel in Manila,
will determine if the respoadests could
be hheld liable for the kilegs. Among the
aocused are former Escalaste mayor
Beaulio Lumayno, fomsser RUC VI com-
mander Gen, lsidoso de Guzman, Col.
Armulfo Obillos of the Bacolod City
Criminal Investigaties Secrvice, Capt,
Samson of the 3348k IPC company, firemen
Giomar Gale, Plic. Biogelio Pefia, CIC
Eleuterio Basiex_and Edwin Gustilo,

road.”

Gustilo denied the allegations. He said
in a press statement that “Bacho must have
seen me in her imagination, because | was
all the time at my residence in Aslum,
Cadiz City, before, during, and after the
Escalante incident,”

Gustilo, reportedly sick for some time
now, is not even a principal respondent,
sccording to Cruz,

“Gustilo’s name is included only in the
minority report. The majority report lists
down Lumayno, Sapson, some of the

The view from a sari-sa

By ROMY MARINAS

former congressman Armando Gustilo,
and several John Does.

Bacho took the witness stand for two
consecufive days. Ten defense lawyers,
among them Rodolfo Layuma, ex-assem-
blyman (rom Negros Occidental, faced
Bacho, an education graduate of the
Philippine Normal College in Cadiz.

Although Bacho looked tense during
the questioning, she insisted that she saw ;
government and paramilitary troops fire b
at the 10,000 demonstrators near the Es-
calante town plaza. She said that she saw
Gustilo “after the massacre inside a Mer-
cedez Benz surveying the dead left on the
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firemen, some of the PC-INP soldiers,

and CHDF members as prime suspects,”
Cruz, who speaks fluent Ilonggo, is assisted
in the prosecution panel by FLAG lawyers
Archie Baribar, Romeo Subaldo, and some
15 Bacolod Clty human nghtshwyers

He said they have a prima facie case against
the respondents.

At the time of the massacre, Bacho was
pregnant with her first child. She said she
saw the shooting of the rallyists from a
sari-sari store, Her husband, she said, was
with her then. Her personal knowledgc of

-
-
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334th PC company (top left) m the Tanodbaymn begins “clarificatory™ mvestigation.
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resident Aquino called it her “voyage of discovery™, her first trip outside the
country since the February insurrection. The journey took Cory to Indonesia and
Singapore where expatriate Filipinos went ga-ga over her.

The ASEAN swing confirmed Aquino’s

popularity among Filipinos abroad

especially in Singapore where some 20,000 migrant workers broke through police cordons
to cheer her on, Cory said the trip humbled her because she saw the relative prosperity of
other ASEAN countries compared to the Philippines,

Singapore named a new variety of orchid after her called Dandrobium Corazon Aquino
while she got two day’s worth of advice from Indonesian strongman President Suharto on

how to tackle the Communists.

The President immediately buckled down to work upon her arrival August 27, agreeing

to meet with Muslim rebel Nur Misuari next week. Other sectors, though, are not so happy

with the “pasalubong™ Aquino brought home — a tougher stance against both the rebels

md orgmnized labor.

Tita Cory’s ‘pasalub

Escalante massacre:
*r’ | .

t’s & smatl world tor Virginia
Bacho and Atty. Francisco Ban-
zon. Neither of them knew they
would meet again after boarding
the same Philippine Air Lines flight from
Bacolod City to Manila last August 25,
Bacho, a 27-year-old schoolteacher
from Cadiz City, Negros Occidental, was
to testify against Banzon’s clients believed
responsible for the “Escalante Massacre,”
September 20 last year, in Escalante town,
some 27 kilometers away from Cadiz.
Killed in the incident were 27 rallyists
while 30 were seriously wounded. Twenty-
one others, according to the Support
Committee for Negros, are facing sedition

Tanodbayan Jose Ferrer began initial
investigations at the Sandiganbayan last
August 27,

The investigation, said Atty, Francisco
Crwx, Bacho's lone legal counsel in Manila,
will determine if the respomdests could
be feld liable for the killimgs. Among the
accused are former Escallastte mayor
Beaulio Lumayno, fesssr RUC VI com-
mander Gen, Isidoss de Guzman, Col.
Ammulfo Obillos of e Bacolod City
Crimninal Investigstion Service, Capt.
Samson of the 334eh PC company, firemen
Giomar Gale, Fie. Bogelio Pefia, CIC
Eleuterio Bter snd Edwin Gustilo,

The view frow 'a sari-sa
| ! ifl |
H Yy

By ROMY MARINAS

former congressman Armando Gustilo,
and several John Does.

Bacho took the witness stand for two
consecutive days. Ten defense lawyers,
among them Rodolfo Layuma, ex-assem-
blyman from Negros Occidental, faced
Bacho, an education graduate of the
Philippine Normal College in Cadiz.

Although Bacho looked tense during
the questioning, she insisted that she saw
government and paramilitary troops fire
at the 10,000 demonstrators near the Es-
calante town plaza. She said that she saw
Gustilo “‘after the massacre inside & Mer-
cedez Benz surveying the dead left on the
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road.”

Gustilo denied the allegations. He said
in a press statement that “Bacho must have
seen me in her imagination, because I was
all the time at my residence in Aslum,
Cadiz City, before, during, and after the
Escalante incident,”

Gustilo, reportedly sick for some time
now, is not even a principal respondent,
according to Cruz.

“Gustilo's name is included only in the
minority report. The majority report lists
down Lumayno, Sagson, some of the

firemen, some of the PC-INP soldiers,

and CHDF members as prime suspects.”
Cruz, who speaks fluent llonggo, is assisted
in the prosecution panel by FLAG lawyers
Archie Baribar, Romeo Subaldo, and some
15 Bacolod City human rights lawyers,

He said they have a prima facie case against
the respondents.

At the time of the massacre, Bacho was
pregnant with her first child. She said she
saw the shooting of the rallyists from a
sari-sari store. Her husband, she said, was
with her then. Her personal knowlcdgc of
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resident Aquino called it her “voyage of discovery”, her fint trip outside the
country since the February insurrection, The journey took Cory to Indonesia and
Singapore where expatriate Filipinos went gaga over her.

The ASEAN swing confirmed Aquino's popularity among Filipinos abroad
especially in Singapore where some 20,000 migrant workers broke through police cordons
to cheer her on. Cory said the trip humbled her because she saw the relative prosperity of
other ASEAN countries compared to the Philippines,

Singapore named a new variety of orchid after her called Dandrobium Corazon Aquino
while she got two day’s worth of advice from Indonesian strongman President Suharto on
how to tackle the Communists,

The President immediately buckled down to work upon her arrival August 27, agreeing
to meet with Muslim rebel Nur Misuari next week. Other sectors, though, are not so happy
with the “pasalubong” Aquino brought home — a tougher stance against both the rebels
md organized labor,

Tita Cory’s ‘pasalub

Escalante

t's a small world tor Virginia
Bacho and Atty. Francisco Ban-
zon. Neither of them knew they
would meet again after boarding
the same Philippine Air Lines flight from
Bacolod City to Manila last August 25.

Bacho, a 27-year-old schoolteacher
from Cadiz City, Negros Occidental, was
to testify against Banzon's clients believed
responsible for the “Escalante Massacre,”
September 20 last year, in Escalante town,
some 27 kilometers away from Cadiz.
Killed in the incident were 27 rallyists
while 30 were seriously wounded. Twenty-
one others, according to the Support
Committee for Negros, are facing sedition
charges.

Tanodbayan Jose Ferrer began initial
investigations at the Sandiganbayan' last
August 27,

The investigation, said Atty. Francisco
Cruz, Bacho's lone legal coussel in Manila,
willl determine if the respomsdests could
be held liable for the killisgs. Among the
accused are former Escallssite mayor
Beaulio Lumayno, fosmes RUC VI com-
mander Gen. Isidoso de Guzman, Col.
Armulfo Obillos of the Bacolod City
Criminal Investigssion Service, Capt.
Samson of the 334k PC company, {iremen
Giomar Gale, Pic. Bogelio Pefia, CIC
Eleuterio lhalier_and Edwin Gustilo,

.

road.”

Gustilo denied the allegations. He said
in a press statement that “Bacho must have
seen me in her imagination, because | was
all the time at my residence in Aslum,
Cadiz City, before, during, and after the
Escalante incident.”

Gustilo, reportedly sick for some time
now, is not even a principal respondent,
according to Cruz.

*Gustilo’s name is included only in the
minority report. The majority report lists
down Lumayno, Sapson, some of the

massacre:
Br

By ROMY MARINAS

former congressman Armando Gustilo,
and several John Does.

Bacho took the witness stand for two
consecutive days. Ten defense lawyers,
among them Rodolfo Layuma, ex-assem-
blyman from Negros Occidental, faced
Bacho, an education graduate of the
Philippine Normal College in Cadiz.

Although Bacho looked tense during
the questioning, she insisted that she saw
government and paramilitary troops fire
at the 10,000 demonstrators near the Es-
calunte town plaza. She said that she saw
Gustilo “after the massacre inside s Mer-
cedez Benz surveying the dead left on the
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firemen, some of the PC-INP soldiers,
and CHDF members as prime suspects.”
Cruz, who speaks fluent Ilonggo, is assisted
in the prosecution panel by FLAG lawyers
Archie Baribar, Romeo Subaldo, and some
15 Bacolod City human rights lawyers.
He said they have a prima facie case against
the respondents.

At the time of the massacre, Bacho was
pregnant with her first child. She said she
saw the shooting of the rallyists from a

sari-sari store, Her husband, she said, was

with her then, Her personal knowledge of
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Gustilo dates back 27 years.
irginia Bacho was born in barrio
Daga, Cadiz City where Gustilo’s
ancestral home is just a stone’s
throw away from her parents’
house. One of her sisters, also a school-
teacher, was a scholar of the ex-congress-
man. She told the Sandiganbayan that
shortly after the massacre, she went to
Sagay, about 11 kilometers away from
te.
*Nahadluk kay Armin Gustilo (I was
afraid of Armin Gustilo),” she said as she

store

explained her transter 1o Sagay. Bul she
said she knows Cadiz and Escalante like
the palm of her hand. Om the first day of
the hearing, she drew a sketch of the
massacre site that closely resembled
published llustrations of the Escalante
poblacion. Her feat drew applause from the
small crowd at the sala of Fiscal Ferrer,

Ferrer said that the facts presented by
the defense and prosecution panels “'could
be taken at their face value.” Cruz, mean-
while, expressed optimism that they have
a strong case against Gustilo and company,
He told We Forum that clarificatory
investigations “don’t usually last very

(Page 11, please)

““The Manila Declaration’

Right-wing mercenaries
In the academe

ight-wing American academics
who supported the Marcos dicta-
. torship are back in action, this
time to preach on the merits of
A few weeks ago, an extreme rightist
fountation called “International Security
Council” held a meeting at the National
Defense College. Reportedly paying fees
of US$1,000 each for brief discussion
papers, the foundation was able to collect
a number of Filipino and American politi-
cal scientists creating the semblance of an
academic meeting that lent credibility to
a strident, right-wing “Declaration.” The
document was subsequently published as
a paid advertisement in the August 27
issue of the Manila Draily Bulletin.

Former Senator Raul Manglapus, in
a published reaction to the “Declaration,”
criticized the National Defense College of
the Philippines for lending its name to an
“extreme rightist” organization. The
opening day of the NDCP meeting saw the
attendance of Defense Minister Enrile and
senior military officials.

According to Manglapus, the “*Declara-
tion" can serve as a potential justification
for a “military take-over in the Philippines
as well as a clever propaganda for existing
military dictatorships in East and South-
east Asia"”

Manglapus traced the sponsorship of
the “International Security Council” to
the Causa International, an organization
founded by the shadowy conservative
fanatic Sun Myung Moon,

Moon and members of his cult, called
**Moonies,”" have been moving large
volumes of funds through organizations
set up to pursue right-wing political pro-

jects. Foundations linked to the “Moonies™

have been suspected to be conduits for
covert CIA [unds. Moon himself is now in
jail in the U S. for tax evasion.

Much to the.embarrassment of their
self-respecting colleagues, quite a number
of prominent Filipino academics, inclu-
ding some from the University of the
Philippines, have participated in projecis
and conferences sponsored by Moon-rela-
ted foundations, The fat fees paid out
by these foundations had strong drawing
power for underpaid Filipino professors.

The NDCP conference of the “Intemna-
tional Security Council”’ was chaired by A.
James Gregor, professor of political science
at the Berkeley campus of the University
of California.

Identified with the conservative extreme

in American academic circles, Gregor was a
vigorous and outspoken supporter of the
Marcos dictatorship.

Documents acquired by We Forum
reveal that Gregor”s services were contrac-
ted by the Marcos regime for a propagan-

da campaign in the U S, aimed at blunting
mounting criticism of the ousted dictator-
ship.

In a memorandum to the Minister
of Foreign AfTairs dated 17 January 1985,
the Filipino counsul-general in Honolulu
proposed the use of an American academic
to bolster the credibility of the Marcos
regime’s views, The memorandum gpeci-
fically identified Gregor.

The yollowing March, Honolulu media
representative Arthur Balmaceda and

By ALEX MAGNO

consul-general Raul Rabe forwarded to
the Forgign Affairs Minister a project pro-
posal ““making use of the offered service of
Prof. A. James Gregor” to “promote the
Philippines some more.” The year before,
Gregor, a China specialist, had published a
book, Crisis in the Philippines: A Threat to
US. Interests, that bolstered the me-or-
the-communists line projected by Marcos.

The project proposal put Gregor as the
point man in g propaganda campaign to
save the image of the Marcos regime:

“Gregor will go on an arranged speak-
ing tour all over the United States exposing
him to the tri-media, the academe, as well
as to the local Filipino communities there-
by presenting a more conservative point of
view about the Philippines as against the
usual garbage of the western press.

“The Philippine embassy and the
consulates will make arrangements with
media/social groups to invite Professor

Gregor to discuss/speak shout the Philip-

pines in relation to the US,

“Information officers must see to it that
Gregor is exposed to the tri-media mem-
bers in their localities.

“Meetings with members of the Aca-
deme are strongly encouraged to be ar-
ranged because of the far-ranging effects of
the positive aspects that will be attributed
by Gregor about the Philippines.”

Expenses for the Gregor tour, according
to the proposal, will be shouldered by the
Philippine government. The Philippine Air-
lines will be asked to provide first class
air tickets, the Philippine Embassy and the
Consulate-Generals shall take care of Gre-
gor's billeting and food expenses, and Cen- .
dana's Office of Media Affairs shall cover
expenses for press conference as well as
Gregor’s consultancy fee.

In a memorandum to the home office
dated 1 April 1985, Consul Rabe happily
reported on Gregor's performance, citing
his speech before the Pacific and Asian
Affairs Council, a radio interview and a
television debate with Fr. Dougherty and
Heherson Alvarez.

. Gregor testified to the strength and stabi
lity of Philippine political and economic
institutions. He certified to the existence
of a free press in the Philippines under
Marcos, claimed that corruption in the

Philippines is nol more than what exists

in similar developing countries and defend-
ed Marcos’” Amendment 6 powers.

In the course of his happy report,
Consul Rabe recommended that the
Marcos government hire more conserva-
tive Amencan academics to bolster its
image-building campaign in the U.S.

Gregor himself nominated those acade-
mics the Marcos government would find
useful for its purposes. Rabe’s memo
listed Gregor’s nominees as: Peter

'Duignan, Director of International Studies

at the Hoover Institute; Ramo Myers of
the Georgetown Center of International
Strategic Studies; Richard Allen of the
Heritage Foundation; and Carl Jackson of
the University of California at Berkeley.

The Rabe memo advised that the “sti-
pend™ paid to the “consultants” be kept
“highly confidential” in order to insure
their credibility.

Documents following up on this image-
building project still have to be located.

What s clear from the documents at
hand is that the Marcos regime actively
sought out mercenary academics to service
its purposes — both here and abroad.,

It is also clear that a number of senior
American academics peddled their services
to the dictatorship.

It is apparent that a number of them
have retumed to continue preaching their
right-wing gospel.

Who exactly is paying thuirbill this time
is a worthy question to ask. [J
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Jose Tence Ruiz
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Well, all's well that ends well. They have returned!
Celing and Cory almost dropped their eyeglasses on Blas-t’s ash tray st the sight of
Ka Senseng and his three boys and a girl.

ing Lino's jacket?
From now on, tantrums will be outlawed. Next time, Minda will be sent back to her
mother-in-law. Willy, Jimmy, and Pons will be given a one-way ticket to Boys' Town,
Mabuhay ang multinationals! (Romy Marinas)

Boboy
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Oops, Ka Tanny is pushing them to their seats! Isn’t that the certain Christian snatch-
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A court of law
is not a court

of justice?

“Hindi lahat ng legal ay makatarungan.”
— Vilma Santos, Sister Stella L.

f one were to go by the logic of
Antonio Coronel, justice might as
well be confined to the rhetoric
of political activists and not be
sought in the courts where non-lawyers
always thought it could be found.

In a Supreme Court hearing last August
26, defense lawyers had their final chance
to raise objections to the Vasquez Com-
mission's mistrial ruling on the Aquino-
Galman double-murder case. Ver counsel
Antonio Coronel quoted U.S. Justice Oli-
ver Wendell Holmes as having said, “This

4P By YASMIN
ARQUIZA

is not a court of justice but a court of
law "

Chief Justice Claudio Techankee found
the quote so odd that he even requested
Coronel to present the volume of Holmes’
work where the quote could be found.
Coronel has used Holme's quote to bolster
his thesis that to subject his client, Fabian
Ver, to another trial would constitute
double jeopardy.

“My conscience cannot allow a ruling
on irregularity to deprive my client of his
constitutional right against double jeopar-
dy," said Coronel.

He said even if a count decision has

A lot of fools

ne Sunday, while
preaching in a
parish _church, a
mother in the front
seal got up with a crying
child and quickly made her
exit down the middle aisle,
I stopped the sermon and
said: “Madam, do not wor-
ry, the child is not disturb-

It's a
advised.

pity she’s ill-

L B 1

L might sound morbid
but the House for the Dying
Destitute is just that. What
about those destitutes but
not dying? Are they not
qualified? When the director

resulted in a denial of justice, the court
cannot subject the accused to a new trial.
After all, he said, *“a trial is not the venue
for a scientific inquiry into the truth™ but
to settle disputes between parties.
Another issue raised by defense lawyers

-was that the Vasquez commission’s mistrial

ruling was based on its finding that de-
posed President Ferdinand Marcos had
pressured the Sandiganbayap to acquit the
26 persons accused in the Aquino assassina-
tion.,

Lawyer Norberto Quisumbing, who
represents retired general Frospero Olivas,
said, ““If there was pressure, it was not
sought for or sought by General
Olivas."”

Rodolfo Jimenez, lawyer for General
Luther Custodio, echoed Quisumbing's
assertion. He said that since the accused
had nothing to do with the alleged Mala-
canang pressure on the Sandiganbayan,
“They should be isolated from it.”

Former Sandiganbayan Justice Bernar-
do Fernandez's lawyer also objected
to the Vasquez ruling, saying that the
“alleged suppression of evidence was done
by persons out of or not with the
Sandiganbayan,”

Asked by the court why Fernandez did
not plead for reconsideration when there
was extensive dissent over the decision of
acquittal, his lawyer said, *“that should
not be taken against him."”

Meanwhile, Arturo de Castro, lawyer for
the retrial petitioners, contested the
defense lawyers' statement that the ac-
cused did not exert pressure on the court.

He quoted Justice Manuel Herrerra as
saying that “the boys (accused) were

frantic when they were about to be
brought to jail.”

“The accused were also the beneficia-
ries, so they pressured the President to
stage the moro-moro,” De Castro added,

He scored the prosecution in the
Aquino murder case for being “biased”
and for not presenting all the evidence it
had. *“The state was not given the opportu-
nity to convict so there was no jeopardy,”
De Castro maintained.

“It was my belief that there was never a
chance of conviction at all,” opined
Lupino Lazaro, lawyer of the family of
alleged assassin Rolando Galman. Lazaro
called Mr. Marcos the “chief cover-up
officer,” saying that government men
photographed and “tried to scare wit-
nesses away." Lazaro also deplored the
continued disappearance of Galman's
common-law wife Lina and four other
people.

The Supreme Court is to decide on
the mistrial petition ten days after hearing
the objections. Already, loyal followers
of the Aquino case since the Marcos years
are expecting the high court to uphold the
Vasquez Commission's recommendations
and declare a mistrial.

Reporters who have covered the con-
tinuing search for justice for the slain
oppositionist are already saying “Ayoko
na!” at the thought of a new trial.

A new trial may not be that appealing
to many, and the results may be predic-
table, but it would finally mean justice for
Aquino and his supposed assassin Rolando
Galman.

But then again, if the court goes by the
Coronel logic. . .. O

ing me.” She replied: “No
but you're disturbing the
child.”
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There are all kinds of
fanatics, some for sport,
others for business. But
the worst is the religious
fanatic,

He claims God for his
folly.

LR LN N

Catholic Digest is 25
years old, When Fr. Lager-
wey first consulted Don
Ramon Roces, the old man
advised, "It won't work.
People here are anti-cleri-
cal.”

“Can 1 try
Lagerwey asked.

Don Ramon laughed.
Sure, His printing house
published the first issue in
1961.

failure?""

Today, Fr. Lagerwey hes
built 8 commanding Social
Communication Center
complete with printing pres-
ses, TV studios and seminar
facilities,
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He prints the Gospel-
komiks with a circulation
of 400,000 — the biggest in
the country. Fr. Lagerwey
has his own way mising
funds,

The Catholic Digest mot-
to is the Christian answer to
gleary journalism,

“All that rings true, all
that commands reverence,
and all that makes for right;
all that is pure, all that is
lovely, all #at is gracious
in the telling; virtue and
merit, wherever virtue and
merit are found — let this be
the argument of your
thoughts.”
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Kris Aquino was getting
88 letters per show in Radio
Veritas. But she gave up
the show for the glamour
of television,

Somebody should tell
her radio goes more deeply
into the heart of its listeners
than the boob tube.

Fr. Boyet Concepcion tells
me he has buried 29 old
folks already there's almost
a ring of accomplishment
in his voice,

That will only sound odd
if you think dying is a tra-
gedy and not a passage'to a
happier clime. The Book of %}
Proverbs says only fook | "%
think that way, There must e
be a lot of fools among us, O

¥

CLAUI]IO TEEHANKEE

ANTONIO CORONEL

AEPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
MANILA
Foreclosure No. BB-330

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT &
EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petiion for sde under Act 3135 =
smanded by Act 4118, In rlation o Section 20 of Republic
Act 4726, otharwise known s the Condaminium Act, filed by
MIDLAND PLAZA CONDOMINIUM CORPORATION, an
August 14, 1086, sgairet VICENTE DEL AOSARIO, with
aidress st Cantral Surety & Insursnce Agency, 2nd Floor Univer-
salre Buliding, 106 Peseo de Roxas, Legmpl Villege, Mekati,
Matro-Manila, to satisly the Cundnmmlum dust (n the emount
of FORTY THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FIFTY FIVE &
B7/100 |P40,455.87) PESOS, Electricity in the amount of ONE
THOUSAND ONE HUNDRED SIXTY ONE & mnm
(P1,161.18) PESOS snd Attorney’'s fem in the smount
EIGHT THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED TWENTY THHEE
& 41/100 (PB,323.41) PESOS plus Shari!f's less and sxponses of

forecliogure, the undersigned or his duly suthorized deputy will
SELL at public miction to the highest bidder for CASH and in
Philippine Currency the hemin described real praperty including
Improvernents existing thereon on September 18, 1986, at
10:00 AM or soon thersafter, infront of the Main Entrance of
the City Hall Bullding, Manils, facing Philippine Normal College,
o wit:
Description of Real Property
CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 1176

“Unit No, 23 SF, commaercial unit with an area of 36 squere
meters, more or less, which condominlum unit forms part of the
MIDLAND PLAZA CONDOMINIUM PROJECT,”

Prospective buyers or bidders may Investigate for themmives
the tide hersinsbove-described snd encumbrances thereon, if
any there be.

Manlle, Philippines, August 22, 1986,

(Sgd.) CESAR P, JAVIER
Clerk of Court
& Ex-Officio Shariff

PUBLISHER: WE FORUM
Datw of Publication: August 26, 1086, Septamber 2 & 8, 1986

SEFTEVIBER 2-8,1886




SitreEcitallked

Six months lat. -

RUFFY MANALIGOD

Has anything
changed?

By ROGER RIGOR and RUFFY MANALIGOD

JEANNIE EDILO

SONI PERFECTO ANNA PERIQUET JOSEPH MABILOG

So far | haven't noticed any difference.
There are new people around but change
remained only on that plane.

Economically, | don’t think anything
has changed. Peaple given responsibility
like Jaime Ongpin and Jobo Fernandez are
too much in favor of the policies of the
American Controlled IMF-WB. What's
worse, Solita Monsod is apparently also
following suit.

JOSEPH GERARD MABILOG
Researcher/writer, 25

Para sa akin wala pa ring pagbabago.
Kung ikukumpara sa dating buhay noong
andiyan pa rin si Marcos, narito pa rin ang
mga linta at mga buwaya,

Nariyan pa rin ang mga pang-aabuso
ng militar, Nariyan pa rin ang mga tsong
gustong magpayaman. Lalo na ang mga
nakapaligid kay Cory Aquino, ekonomista
raw kuno-pero ang hangad lang yumaman.

Sa ngayon nga mahirap pa rin ang pag-
hahanap ng trabaho. Marami pa rin sa
mamamayan ang naghihirap dahil sa krisis
pang-ekonomiya,

ALFREDO “DOY" BRES
Freelance artist, 36

Sa tingin ko stagnant pa rin. Okey "yung
napalitan ang presidente pero wala pa ring
unity,

Sa pulitika maraming programa wala
namang nagbabago. Sa gobyerno, lahat ng
tao magaling. Magaling lahat silang
politician. Kanya-kanyang pakulo wala
namang nangyayari. Ang estilo nila sa
pulitika para sa sarili at hindi para sa
bayan.

Sa ekonomiya, zero pa rin tayo. Ang
military naman, pangalan lang ang nagbago

pero ang gawain ganoon pa rin, katulad
noong panahon ni Marcos,
JEANNIE EDILO
Music composer, church organist, 26

Wala pang pagbabago. Sabagay, sandali
pa lang ang pamahalaan ni Cory Aquino
para makita ang pagbabago.

Muhirap pa ring maghanap ng trabaho.
Marami pa ang Kulang sa pamahalaan
ngayon pero dapat muna linisin ang
lipunan natin. Kung mawala talaga ang
corruption baka mas madali ang pagbaba-
go.

EDUARDO “EDDIE"” GARCIA
Associate marine engineer, 27

Sa tingin ko napakaaga pa para timba-
ngin ang nagawa ng bagong pamahalaan.
Pero sa tingin ko naman mas gumaganda
ang takbo. The fact na nawala na si Marcos
ay magandang simula.

May mga pagbabago rin naman. Ang
media ngayon ay malakas na ang loob,
makulit na rin.

Sa akin, kailangan ngayon ang trust and
confidence sa pamahalaan. Kasi unfair
naman kung konting panahon pa lang ang
dumaan ay aasa kaagad sila ng malaking
pagbabago. Bigyan natin sila ng chance
para i-prove nila na may mangyayari nga
na pagbabago ngayon.

ELMER TIMOTHY LIGON
Working student, 22

Before, | was very apolitical. | seldom
read the newspapers and | was not aware of
what was happening to our country. |
only participated in political gatherings
during elections. Since my dad’s a business-
man, our family was at a crucial stage then.

Marcos pressured all businessmen. He was
demanding their support. So my dad had
to make a choice. It was between the
future of his family or Cory. My dad de-
cided that no matter what happens we’ll
go for Cory. We're all happy because Cory
won. Had Marcos won, patay ang dad ko,
Siguro nasa States na kami ngayon be-
cause Marcos would have done something
to my dad.

Now after Feb, 25, | am more aware of
what is happening to our government, our
country and people. Economically, we're
doing fine. Everything’s stable. But 1 really
can't imagine what could have happened
to us had Marcos won again.

ANNA PERIQUET
Broadcast communication student

As a mother during the pre-revolution
days, | was very worried about my
children, The situation then was like there
was no future for them. There was no hope
for the children to grow up in a peaceful
environment, The society was disastrous
to one’s growth politically, morally,
mentally, emotionally and socially. Today
| feel things have changed. 1 can speak my
mind now.

Economically, I see no changes yet since
the Feb. revolution. But that's under-
standable. We are still groping and trying
hard to uplift the economic status of our
country, Kung tayo nagutom noon, eh
konting tiis na lang ngayon muna. Maka-
kaahon din tayo kahit paano.

GIGI BOLANOS
Mother and student, former
political detainee

Not many things have changed. For
one, the lack of job opportunities is still a
problem especially for the new graduates,
Every year, padagdag ng padagdag ang
walang trabaho. [ believe that our govern-
ment has to attend to this problem

Before, | never even read the
newspapers because everything printed
then was baloney. The press was
controlled so what's the use
of reading the papers. Nakakatamad kasi.
Ngayon medyo nag-improve na ang mass
media, But they have to gain back the trust
of the people. They're starting all over
again.

But, If you look at things as a whole,
nothing much has changed. Only the
leader has. Economically, the same
problems remain unsolved. Politically,
'yung mga tauhan ni Pres. Cory parcho
din nang kay Marcos. Meron pa ring mga
salvagings pero hindi lang pina-publish.
Kawawa pa rin ang mga tao.

SONI PERFECTO
Graduate, April 1986

Ngayon tahimik na ang bansa natin di
tulad noon. Medyo nabawasan ang sakuna
at patayan. Kung sa trabaho ko naman,
masaya ako ngayon dahil dinagdagan ang
suweldo ko. Dati kasi hirap na hirap kami
iu buhay dahil kakaunti lang ang kinikita

0.

Isa pa, nagmura na ang mga bilihin at
pamasahe. Hindi na masyadong nakakaawa
ang mga tao. Dapal naman kasi ganoon,
ch. Ang gobiyerno ay para sa tao. Dapat
tulungan nila tayo para guminhawa.

PATRICIO JALLORES
Canteen concessionairre

lawyer Arsenio Acufia,

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL
JUDICIAL REGION
Pasig, Metro-Manila

OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Upon extro-judicisl petition for sale undor Act 3136 m
amended filed by the DEVELOPMENT BANK OF THE
PHILIPPINES, Martgagee, with principsl olfice at DBP Building,
Sen. Gil J. Puyst Avenue, Makatl, Metro-Manila, egainst
Achlevers Construction and Development Corporation repre
sented by I President AMADO BAGATSING, Mortgagor,
with business office ar Ciry of Manila, to satisfy the mortgage
indebteciness which = of December 31, 19856 smounts o
Twanty Nine Million Seven Hundred Fifty Nine Thousand Three
Hurdred Thirty Six Pesos and 90/100 (P29,7569,3356.00) Pesos,
Philippine Currency, excluding daily intsrest thereon, ponalties,
charges, attomaey's fees, and expenses of foreclosure the under-
signed or har duly sutharized deputy will sll st public asction
on SEPTEMBER 16, 1988, st 10:00 o'dock in the moming or
soon thareafter infront of the Office of the Regionsl Shariff of
Pasip, Metro-Manila, located at the New Hall of Justice Bullding,
Capitcl Compound, Pasig, Metro-Maniles, to the highest bidder
for CASH, in Philippine currency, the following real property,
weether with el the Improvements existing therson, w wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO, 27742 — RIZAL

A parcel of land (Lot 18, Block 2 of the consolidation and
subdivision plan Pcs04-000122, being a portion of the consoli-
dation of Lo 49C3.AC-3-A4-A.5A to D and H, described on
plan (LAC) Ped-253913, LRC RAec, No, 7672), situsted in the
Mun, of Marikina, Metro-Manils, Islend of Luzon. Bounded on
the NW., along line 1-2 by Lot 15, Block 2;on the NE. and SE.
slong lines 2-3-4 by Road Lot 5; on the SE., along line 4-6 by
Road Lot 3; and on tha SW,, slong line B-1 by Lot 1, Block 2,

all of the comsolidation subdivision plan. xxx, containing sn area

of SEVEN HUNDRED NINETY ONE
METERS, more or less.
NOTE:

Prospective buyer or bidders are hareby enjoined 1o invest-
pate for themselves t the die of the praperty and sncum:
brances thereon, if any thare be

Pasig, Metro-Manila, August 14, 1986,

(5gd.) GRACE S, BELVIS
Regional Shariff of Pasig. M.M

(791 SQUARE

(Sgd. ) MAXIMO |, MANUEL
Deputy Shariff |ncharge
Copy furnlahed:

All concemed

PUBLICATION: "WE Forum'"
Dates: Aug. 19, 26 and Sept. 2, 1886

Escalante

(From page 7)

long.”

The defense has been
given until September
15 to submit controverting
affidavits. The prosecu-
tion, on the other hand,
will present another eye-
witness, 20-year-old Globin
Gabrido, a student of Mt.
Carmel College in Escalante.

For unexplained reasons,
the Tanodbayan only swore
in Gabrido last August
27. Lawyer Cruz himself did
not know why. When Gabri-
do takes the witness stand,
however, Escalante Mas-
sacre-watchers could expect
fireworks from Banzon and

another defense lawyer,
who strongly objected to
the “biased” reports about
the hearing of Malaya and
two other newspapers.
Banzon was quoted as
saying: “Gustilo did not like
what happened (at the cla-
rificatory investigation)."

Solutlon to Cromword Puzkis
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Kumander Dante goes bang-bang

By MARIO DUMAUAL

o it’s finally going to be Rudy

Fernandez who will portray Ber-

nabe Buscayno in the much-talked

about Kumander Dante flick which
will be produced and directed by Cine
Suerte’s Ben Yalung,

Last week, a Cine Suerte spokesman dis-
closed that Yalung paid Buscayno P1.4
million for the rights to his story. The
money will be used in the rehabilitation
of the families of ex-detainees.

We wonder what sort of film Kumander
Dante will be, given the (very) commercial
track records of Rudy and Yalung? Will
Buscayno's story be reduced to anothe:
one of those bang-bang pictures of the
Action Prince, with lots of women and
n Httle drama on the side?

This is really sad since Kumander
Dante is essentially a drama vehicle. It
centers more on personal sufferings and
political ideology.

We understand that sometime back,
Lupita Aquino Kashiwalara nixed directing
Dante becouse she found the screen treat-
ment too flighty and commercial, Lupita
is supposed to have told the producers that
if ever Dante would be filmed, It must be
a drama movie since the real action hap-
pened in the hero's heart and mind, If ever
there would be action segments, she said,
it should be minimal

But the way things are going, It seems
that whatever significance and historical
value the Buscayno story has will be ruined
by the movies. The casting, in the first
place, is such a crying shame,

Perhaps Buscayno should reconsider and
return the 1.4 million to Cine Suerte to
spare us from another Rudy Fernandea
exXcursion.

Dressing up for Woman

ISABEL, JACKLYN AND LALA.  Speak-
ing of casting, people are talking about the
casting coup pulled off by director Joel La
mangan recently. Joel has brought topether
the three reigning boldies in his forth-
coming dinner play, Woman ot the Light
and Sound Theater In Makatl, Isabel Lopez,
Jacklyn Jose and Lala Montelibano

Woman tells of the lives of three Filipi-
nas within the 1967-present time frame.
Jsabel portrays a beauty queen stripped
of her title; Jacklyn, an ex-political
detainee; and Lala, s Hong Kong domestic
help-applicant. Supporting them are Daniel
Fernando and Ricky Hora,
SO YOUNG AND SO CORRUPT. We met

i 3

Action star Rudy Fernandez eyes the hearts

Lala last week during Woman relearsals

in White Plains and It arnazed us how she
could be so worldly-wise and loose in her
ways. And to think that she's only 14!
(That’s her true age, laid out in the open
recently by her squabbles with ex-manager
Rey de la Cruz.) There she was horsing on
the set, embracing the men, mouthing
obscenities and challenging one to hold her
breasts.

Most mothers would die if they saw
their daughters acting the way Lala did
but the star’s mother was there, just
smiling, blissfully unconcerned about her
daughter’s antics. Did we hear somebody
on the set say that a maore responsible
guardlan should take the place of Lala’s
mother?

Asked about her disrobing on screen,
Lala declared, “Sanay na sanay na ako, [H
na ako nahihiya, Pinasok Ko 'yan, dapat
panindigan ko.” So young, so corrupt and
so misguided this Lala Montelibano!

NINA, NAG-IISA, Seeing Nina Sara in

person Is an emotionally taxing experience,

MAKINILYA visited her last week in her
Quezon City home and we were complete-
ly overwhelmed by the grief and anguish
on her face, “Ayoko nang ituloy ang
kaso, Nahihirapan na ako, Lagl na lang
tanong ng tanong. Ayoko nang ungka-
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and minds of Kumander Dante's fans

tin ang nangyari. Gusto ko nang mama-
hinga,” she told us in pained whispers.
After that, tears rolled down her unmade-
up face, Ning, who still cannot walk by
hersell due to the leg injuries she sustained

from her lesbian-abductors, was immediate-

ly carried by family members to her bed-
room.

Nina is alone in her fight. No one, not
even her colleagues in showbiz, is helping

u;p Aquino Kashiwahars says No! to the
reel Buscayno

People,
Places,
Pleasures

her, “We want to seek justice for Nina pero
nag-iisa kami," walled her brother-in-law,
supporting actor Mel Francisco. **Ano’ng
gugawin namin kung nag-iisa kami? 'Yung
Actors Guild na 'yan tatawag lang dito sa
bahay para mangampanya. Iboto n'yo si
Ronnie Poe. Pero ngayon, ni tawag, wala.”

Fifteen or so years ago, Nina's case
(which Is worse than Maggie de 1a Riva’s)
would have caused a big public uproar
Today, people just read about it in the
tabloids and that's it. The reading public’s
senses must have grown numbed becuuse
of all the erimes sensationalized daily in
media. People should realize that these
horrible crimes are not |ru!|11'.|] occurrences,
LISA BESTS ANNA. Lisa Macuja, now one

{ Kirov Ballet's principal dancers, won
Anna Villadolid in the recent *“Who's

he better Giselle™ baller duel. Baller/dance
butfs had that rare chance to compare the
two Filipina ballérinas when they returned
this month to do the much-coveted Giselle
ole

auve

According to critics, there was no doubt
that Anna, daughter of Malacainang Deputy
Press Secretary Alice Villadolid, acquitted
herself well in the CCP performance. But
Lisa, technique-wise, was something else.
We saw her version (Giselle Act 11) at the
Met last week and we must say that she
really shone, notwithstanding the poor
sound system and facilities of the Met.
Beside the motley group of “local™ ballet
dancers who danced with her, it was easy
1o see the clarity, precision and grace of
Lisa’s steps and movements,

The numerous curtain calls Lisa and
her partner, Nonoy Froilan earned that
evening proved that the local audience
appreciates more its own talents and not
the dime-a-dozen foreign artists that's
brought in time and again at the CCP

HERE AND THERE., ABS-CDBN is finally
opening on September 15, in time for the
coverage of President Cory's US trip. , ,
Ronnle Henares' ex-wife, Merce Is making
1 comeback on ABS-CBN, She will be host-
Ing the morning show, Good Morning,
Philippines. Before she went to the US,
Merce and Ronnie hosted Penthouse Live
{before Martin Nievera and Pops Fernan-
dez)

After the softdrinks beauties (Sarsi,
Coca, ete.) and buena familia beauties
(Montelibano, Loesin, Cojuangeo, etc.),
Rey de lo Cruz is launching a new line
of boldies, warlord beauties, that Is, His
first star, hold your breath, is called Aima
Dimaporo. Shall we wait for the Dulays,
Duranos, Singsons and Gustilos? See you
next week! O




The woman as comedienne sy sl saracho

alk of live entertainment today and rwo names easily stand out —
Mitch Valdes and Tessie Tomas. Their names have been synonymous
with top-rated entertainment, each with her own distinet style,
They have effectively dispelled the myth that comedians (come-
diennes) need be physically deformed or defective to be funny
Mitch is senior to Tessie by some years in the field. But both had earned
their laurels in recent yvears through stand-up comedy acts in lounges and

theater bars.

Tessie is generally acknowledged to have pioneered the trend in live

shows.

Mitch started out by singing in the nightelub row.

Mitch Valdes:
Loneliness in her eyes

he hasa way of making the audience
feel very much at ease that there
seems to be no show at all, just a
friendly chat over rounds of beer

Perhaps it is the absence of technical
amenities which used to come with revues.
Or maybe because she appears in sweat-
shirts even before a formally-dressed crowd
in a stiffly swanky place like the Bert Nie-
vera Music Lounge.

Or because when she performs, she does
it from her guts.

In Mitch and Mel, her recently conclud-
ed show with Mel Villena, Mitch bared her
soul as she tried “to recapitulate” (her
words) her 15 years in showbusiness.

And how she moved her audience with
her frankness,

*I became a drugs addicts, smoking the
pot, drinking the dope and coughing the
syrup.” She was CANU’s public enemy
No. 1 and darling of the drugstores,

She had to drop out of St, Scholastica’s
with its German Benedictine nuns to go
into showbusiness. “After all 1 Have no
place in a convent.” Everybody had called
her malandi because she had had her share
of boyfriends and she didn’t wear shorts
under her skirt,

“l was so young then and very idealistic,

1 thought my mission was to uplift the
standards of Philippine music and live en-
tertainment, Something like god’s gift to
showbusiness.”

Her first public appearance, however,

>was in a long forgotten show, Trio Los
Bobos, which featured three ageing come-
disns.

Then came a stint at Eduardo's which
at that time was The Place. Roxas Boule-
vard was something like the Philippine
version-of Las Vegas, and Mitch was
there, crooning “while girls gyrated inside
cages and crossed the ceiling in their
bikinis."

She would study broadway hits and
torch songs, only to be bombarded “ng
mga request ng walang kamatayang My
Way.”

Watching Mitch in the first 10 minutes
of her act is enough to get you hooked.
She's Negro in her approach, juzzing every-
thing up with her endless improvisations,
She shifts the mood and rhythm subtly
but with a certain command that elicits

« guffaws and sighs, sometimes simultaneous

ly.

Despite her talent, Mitch never really
made good until last year,

“I've been into the pits, So down, de
pressed, helpless. I've been into drugs,
heavy booze, got involved with a married
man, sung in a place called Impiyerno,
Really the pits."”

It was last year that she decided to get
serious, Then Mitch was born from some-
one who used to be called Maya,

“It was hard to start again. You know,
singing in a bar where there are only five
people, tulog pa sa kalasingan 'yung dala-
wa, Sabi ko babayaran ko na lang 'yung
bill nila huwag na lang akong mag-per-
form," said Mitch,

And then everything seemed to fall into
place for Mitch. Tit for Tat, Mitchmatch,
Mitch and Merck, Mitchbehavin, were
hits, She guested in major concerts from
APO to Kuh; nearly bagged the Metro-
Manila Filmfest Best supporting actress
award for Bulaklak sa City Jail; aside from
doing shows abroad,

“But there is something we all need
at all times. Even if we are too proud to
admit it, we all need love,” she introduced
a favorite song, This time she was not
cracking a joke.

She sung Bettle Middler’s The Rose.

The song spoke of the loneliness in her
eyes, that which she was trying to say in
?.laotrete]n her gags and spiels, but could

Tessie Tomas as Meldita draws the line between humor and rumor.

Tessie Tomas:
Her punchline’s never late

he funny weathergirl named TT

(which stands for Tessie Tomas,

“but most of the time stands by

itself™) first caught the public eye
in the now-defunct TV show “Champoy”
where her weather forecasts brightened up
nights with laughter.

Straight out of a lucrative job in adver-
tising, Tessie entered showbiz via the boob
tube, thanks to friends Noel Trinidad and
Subas Herrero.

But she has been in the radio since way
back, her mother being a top radio talent
by the name of Laura Hermosa.

In a very short while, Tessie was not only
Amanda Pineda. She was also Margot
Biglangdakot, the panic buyer; Carol Calu-
baquib, the housewife; Bonnie Buendia,
the bold starlet and many others.

Lately, she did a Cory Aquino and Kris,

And now she’s Meldita aside from being
Dona Josefa, Imee, and a loyalist on the
side.

*“1 have long wanted to do this, but it
was next to impossible some months back,"”
she said. Tessie finds so much in the person
which inspired her new character,

She did it first with Willie Nepomuceno
in Balimbing atbp. “The public reception
was so encouraging that | was inspired all
the more to do it,"”

Far from reducing the subject to a two-
dimensional caricature, Tessie probed the
psychological make-up of. her Meldita
character, creating another person in flesh
and blood. The result was chilling portrail
of a woman abhorred by her people. Some-
body enslaved by her own lust for power
and glory,

What made the protrayal raise goose
pimples was the use of actual quotes, very

SEFTENVMIBER 2~

familiar lines, from the person from whom
she patterned Meldita.

Imelda was there onstage all right, with
her “cotton candy coiffeur”, planning
campaign strategies, lecturing on the mysti-
cal triangle, talking of cosmic holes in the
sky. But the next moment she's also dot-
ing granny to Borgy. Then a frustrated
singer.

Like her Bonnie Buendia act, Tessie
counterpointed the tragedy of the charac-
ter with humor. She made the audience
laugh but she always leaves a lump in the
throat.

Particularly moving was Meldita’s {inal
monologue on the plane to Honolulu,
There were nervous laughter from the gal-
lery as she starts questioning herself
“Ginusto ko ba ito?” but resorts back to
her stubborn self with “‘Akala ninyo naisa-
han ninyo ako? Isang umaga pagkagising
ninyo, nag-aalmusal na ako sa Malakan-
yang."

Familiar lines were never as dramatic:
“If 1 have corruption in my system, |
would not look this way. I am dressed like
this because the Filipinos are hungry, I am
their star, and Filipinos love to look at
stars,”

In Meldita, Tessie once more proved he
mettle as o performer, She was a real ac-
tress, complete with the nuances and the
subtlety expected of a top caliber thespian,
Her voice cracks at the right time, her
punchlines never late.

It was the same kind of skill and talent
she displayed in Miss Margarida's Way in
1983, and Bonnie Buendia in 1985,

The kind of humor that makes us laugh,
and inspect ourselves, then laugh louder. O
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Think before you take that next aspirin.

hen something aches, the average

Filipino reaches for an aspirin.

When someone is sick, it is usually

the first medicine they adminis-
ter. It is the most commonly used drug
among our countrymen mainly because of
its low price and wonder drug image.

But there is something terrible about
aspirin that we are not told about. And for
which we have to bear the consequences.

The Bureau of Food and Drugs (BFD)
has recently warned the public against
using Aspirin (otherwise known as Ace-
tylsalicylic acid) in the treatment of chil-
dren with chicken pox or flu because of
recent studies indicating a connection
between use of aspirin and the develop-
ment of a rare brain disease called Reye’s
Syndrome.

Reye's Syndrome affects the brain and
liver and is fatal in 20-30% of cases in the
United States. Symptoms are severe tired-
ness, a warlike disposition and excessive
vomiting,

Aspirin has been in use all over the
world since 1899 and is now the most
popular and available pain-killer in the
country. The more common brands of chil-
dren’s aspirin marketed locally are Asaped,
Aspilets and St. Joseph's Baby Aspirin.

The Philippine Index of Medical Spe-
cialties (PIMS) April 1986 issue lists the
other brand names of aspirin and aspirin-

containing drug products. These are Ascrip-

tin, Doloxene Compound, Neo-Novaldin
(non RX), Saridon, Supirin (non RX),
Thomapiral (non Rx) and Zactirin.

Cortal, a popular over-thecounter pain-
killer contains 500 mg. aspirin, Medicol,
another popular over-thecounter pain-
killer, contains 230 mg. aspirin and 125
mg. paracetamol.

The state health departments of Ohio,
Michigan and Arizona and a workshop co-
sponsored by the US Food and Drug Ad-
ministration Center for Disease Control
and the National Institute of Health in
Bethesda, Maryland conducted studies that
proved that there is a greater risk of chil-
dren developing Reye’s Syndrome when

treated with aspirin for flu or chicken pox.

Acting on the recent study and the
worldwide reaction of consumer groups
to the aspirin controversy, BFD Director
Catalina Sanchez issued a directive that all
aspirin and aspirin-containing drugs sold
over-thecounter should contain the follow-
ing warnings on the container: “Precau-
tion: Acetylsalicylic Acid should be cau-
tiously employed in patients prone to dys-
pepsia or known to have lesions of the gas-
tric mucosa and allergy. It should not be
administered to patients with hemophilia
and is not recommended for infants under
one year of age. Caution is necessary when
renal or hepatic function is impaired and
particularly children when the patient is
dehydrated.”

“Warning: Children and teenagers
should not use this medicine lor chicken
pox or flu symptoms before a doctor is
consulted about Reye's Syndrome, a rare
but serious llness,™

To pult it simply, the public is caution-
ed against administering the drug to a)
patients with impaired digestion (dyspep-
sia); b) patients with hemophilia, a heredi-

Ceonsurming

COMEEHN'S
By Eileen Paat

tary blood disorder ¢ racterized b low
blood clotting; ¢) patients less than a year
old or dehydrated children; and d) patients
with kidney and liver disorders,

All stocks that are not yel properly
labelled 90 days after directive is released
shall be considered misbranded, Sanchez
said,

Although the labelling rule was intended
to inform the public of Reye’s Syndrome,
no one perceived the problems it would
face in implementation. Dr, Michael Tan,
Health Action Information Network
(HAIN) Research Director said that lack
of information on the nature of the syn-
drome and also the inadequate means of
communication to dispense the available
information on aspirin would retard the
directive's implementation

He said that excluding newspaper re-
ports, there is not enough effort to inform
the public about the adverse effects of as-
pirin. He added that not all drugstore
owners and retailers know about the
dangers of using aspirin for treating chic-
ken pox and flu

Tan also said that not all consumers
have the resources to buy a whole bottle
of aspirin and read the label, Since It is
available over-the-counter, it is usually
bought in small packets.

Moreover, the warning on the contain-
er is so worded that even the average, edu-
cated Filipino would have a hard time
understanding it. More so for the illiterate

Bewsre! That popular pain-killer does wé:mku for Reye'; Syndrome.

consurmer.,

Other countries have already initiated
their own moves regarding the marketing
and distribution of aspirin. According to
the Health Action International (HAI
News (June 1986), manufacturers of chil-
dren’'s aspirin in the United Kingdom had
“voluntarily withdrawn” their products
from the market since Jun~ 10 1986.
The Malaysian Health Mini: ave also
withdrawn all stocks of children’s aspirin
in the market. In Singapore, 17 brands of
children’s aspirin have been withdrawn
including Coricidin D Junior, Junior
aspirin, Cortal for children, Breon Chil-
dren’s aspirin and Angiers. South Korea
issued a warning that future packs of aspi-
rin must bear a warning in red about its
link with Reye's Syndrome while in
Britiel, drugstores are pressed to stop sell-
INE junior aspirin,

In the United States, sale of non-pres-
cribed aspirin and aspirin-containing pro-
ducts must bear the appropriate warning
that aspirin has been linked with the possi-
ble development of Reye's Syndrome
when used to treat children afflicted with
chicken pox or flu.

In France, however, an official of the
government-owned company Rhone-Pou-
lenc, the second biggest producer of as-
pirin base, commented that the company
was unaware of new evidence connecting
aspirin with the syndrome. He added that
it is unlikely that the French government
would ban the drug.

T'an is also not in favor of the com-
plete withdrawal of the drug in the Philip-
pines since [t has been established by medi-
cal doctors Lo be the best drug for theuma-
tic fever and rheumnatoid arthritis in adults.
However, Tan stressed the need for proper
labelling of children’s and adult’s aspirin
to warn the people of its adverse effects,

In the long run, it would be the con-
sumer who must shoulder the burden of
knowing more about the drugs he purcha-
ses,

As for you physicians, learn more about
the drug before you start prescribing. O

Hepublic of the Philippines

Makati, Metro-Manilo

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

eribed real property/ies, together with all its improvermnents

existing thereon, 1o wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 117474
Registry of Deeds of Makati, Metro Manlla
Foreclosure No, B6-342

COUR

IN THE

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIP
PINES, NEGI‘(;N{\L
©

NATIONAL cAPITAL JUDI
CIAL REGION, BRANCH X

MATTER OF THE
CORRECTION  Of

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE SALE OF

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135 AS

AMENDED BY ACT 4118 (AS IMPLEMENTED BY ADMINIS-

TRATIVE ORDER NO, 3 DATED OCTOBER 19, 1984 OF
THE SUPREME COURT)

PURSUANT to the terrns of the Deed of Real Estate Mort
goge doted August 27, 1882, oxocuted by Mortgagor/s Spouses
JESULITO A, MANALO and MARY JANE 5 MANALOD in
tavar of Morigageo/s CARLOTA P, VALENZUELA, In her ca-
pacity os Liguidator of ‘BANCO FILIPIND SAVINGS AND
MORTGAGE BANK, to satisfy the morigege Indebitedness
smounting to P158,192.34 PESOS, In Philippine currency, os
of ‘April 11, 1986, with Intarest, penalty, sttornoy’s teos and
other charpes togethor with all lawftul Tees snd oxpenses of
foraclosur: 0, the EXECUTIVE JUDGE of tho Reglonal Trial
Court ol Makatl Metro-Manlla, through the undorsigned Clark
ol Court und Ex-Officio Sheritf of Makatl, Métro-Manilas here
by ‘announces that on Sept. 26, 1086 st 10:00 c'clock in the
maorning or soon the, saftar, in front of the Mam Entrance of tha
Munieipal Bullding ol Muntinlups, Metra Ma he and/ar tha
Deputy Sherlf! incharge, will sall at public suction, to the highest
bidder and for cash, in Philippine currency, the fallowing des-

“A parcal of lond (Lot 25, Block 11, of the consolidation
sibdivision plan {LRC) Pes-16423, baing a portion of the cons
of Lot 1, (LAC) Pes-11733, Lot 3, ILAC) Pes-11733 and Lot
16508-B Psd-47383, LRC Rec, No, 6137), situnted in the Barrio
of Alsbang, Municipality of Muntinlupa, Province of Rizal,
Islond of Luzon. x x x Contsining on sres of THREE HUN
DRED THIRTY ONE (331) SQUARE METERS, moro or less.”

Interexted partios are enjoined 1o investigate for themselves
tho title/s to the said real property/ies snd encumbrances thore
on, If any them be

Makaotl, Metro-Manila, Auguet 18, 1986

FOR THE EXECUTIVE JUDGE

PABLO L S5Y.
Sanlor Deputy Sherifl

MAXIMO C. CONTREHAS
Clork ol Court and
Ex:Officio Shariff

Copy lurnished

Sps. Jesullto A Manalo snd Mary Jana 5. Manalo, No. 2213
Norra St., United Parensgue | Subd,, Parsnaque, Mutro Mani
Ia; Atty. Miguelito M. Lazaro, 4th Fir, BF Bidg., Pasoo de Roxos
cor, Doln Ross St Legaspi Villnge, Makati, Metro Marills

Publication: WE FORUM
Dates. Septembar 2, 9, 16, 1086
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soven'* d “farty-elght™
Instead ol “tnirty-six™ and
“farty-savon'’ raspectively,
Finaing the petition to be
sufficlant In form and subs
tance, the Court heraby orders
THE that the patilion ba sai for
Nearing on  Seplember 30,
1986, at B:30 o'ciock In the
morning befare the Reglonal
Trisl Court of Manlia, Branch

Jose P, Hthirty:
TRIAL

MANILA

JOCE
JOSE JR,,

X al tha 2na Floor, City Hall,
Manlla.  All Interesied partlie
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and Mo tholr opposition and
sNow Cause ] patition
should not b

]
S, Petl
= CIVIL
WAANILA, { ]
Let a copy of this Order be
‘ puplisned al tne axpansa of
tha patitionar In the “WE
FORUMY, 4 newspapar
llamn In M
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Small Basketeers Philippines

- Where height is no handicap

By Tinna B. Mauricio

ecause of his height and size, ten-

year-old Manu Inigo may never

make it to the big leagues of

basketball. But just the same, the
second grader from Ateneo gets to indulge
in his fantasies of running up and down
the basketball court, He even gets to drib-
ble or pass once every once in a while.
‘Occasional baskets complete the thrill as
-Manu plays in a league specially designed
for small basketeers with big dreams: the
Small Basketeers Philippines.

These basketeers are literally small. No
one in the league is taller than 52" and not
one is older than twelve years old. The
league was founded early this year by
former national coach Nic Jorge who also
put up the country’sonly basketball school,
the Basketball Efficiency Scientific Training
(B.ES.T.) Center. BEST graduates have
made it to the big leagues, among them
UP’s newest sensation, Benjie Paras, and
the Codinera brothers Harmon and Jerry.

Having only fifteen players ensures
that a new five is fielded every quarter.
Only in the fourth quarter is the coach
allowed to choose who to send in to

Medalya

mga medalya

AG-AASAWA na

raw si Lydia de Vega

ang primera klaseng

mananakbo ng bansa
na kung tawagin ng kanyang
malalapit na tsokaran e
“Diay”, tso,

Kung magkakatutoo'ng
balitang 'yan na nasagap
natin sa ’‘sang kolumnista
rin sa isports na siguro
naman ¢ 'di tsismosa, sigu-
radong mapipilayan ang
ating pambansang koponan
sa trak en pild. Aba, sa
loob ng nagdaang ilang taon
e si Diay ang lagi nating
pambato sa mga paligsahan
sa takbuhan ng babaing mga
atleta sa buong Asia, "di ba?

At flm nsng medalyang
ginto sng napmalinan niya,
mga premyong nagbigay ng

at glorya s samba-
ymnang Pinoy, sa panrehi-
yong mga kumpetisyon s
athletics sa parteng "to ng
mundo? Siguradong sangka-
terba na ‘yon, lalo kung
'sasama ang mga medalyeng
pilak at tanso na napana-
luman din niya, at baka "pag
‘nilagay sa baul e dehins
natin mabuhat, tso,

Si Diay ang sa matagal
din nomang panshon tina-
wag na Asin’s sprint queen

reynn ng Asin s malapi-
tang mgs takbuhmn, Partiku.
lar sa mga event na 100-4m at
200-m, 'wag nang sabihin
pa'ng 4x400m women's
relay na siya’'ng snchor o
angkls, matsgal ngang
naging No. | siys st mara-
ming karibal ang pinamob
at pinskain niya ng alika-

bok.

S'yempre, meron ding
panahon na naagaw ang ko-
rona niya. Nakalimutan na
natin kung kelan nangyari
'yon pero alam natin na'ng
tumalo ke Diay sa paborito
niyang mga event e ‘sang
nagngangalang P.T. Usha ng
India. Pero kelan lang sa
nakaraang SEA Games na gi-
nanap sa Singapore, nabawi
ni Diay ang titulong Asia's
sprint queen nang makopo
niyang mga medalyang ginto
s [00-m at 200-m.

Okey, ‘bubukeke mo, e
pa'no kasi dehins sumali
ro’n si Usha. Wala na tayong
pakialam do’n. Kasalanan ba
ni Diay kung ‘di sumali
'yong aleng tumalo sa kanya
no'ng una? Segun sa mga
report, konsentrado'ng pag-
sasanay ni Usha sa ibang
event, ‘limbawa sa 400-m
daw saka sa 100-m at 400-m
hurdles o mga takbuhang
merong hadlang. Eniwey,
higanteng belat ang bigay
natin sa mga Kumag na
minamaliit ang naging mga
tagumpay ni Diay sa naka-
raang SEA Games, (so0,

Sana s napipintong
Asian Games, na nakaisked:
yul nu idaos sa Seoul,
South Korea, simula sa kala
gitnaan ng buwang 'to ng
Seiyembre, ¢ makakopo rin
ng mgs medalyang ginto sa
kanyang paboritong mga
event ang ating si Diay. Sana
makakuha rin ng mga me-
dalya, kahit mga pilak at
tanso lang at ‘wag mabok-
ya'ng iba pang atleta nating
sasali ro'n. Kelangan ‘yon

LACK ‘TN POY

para naman masulit kahit
pa'no ang k'warta ng sam-
bayanan na gagastusin nila
ro'n at para 'wag silang ha-
bulin ng sangkatutak na
mura at tungayaw ni Pareng
Baste ‘pag umuwi silang
walang premyo kung 'di ma-
laking kalabasa.

Olmayt, balk mayo =
rapabalitang  nalalapit na
pagsasmwa ni Diay. Kung
matutuloy nga ‘yon, sino'ng
papalit = kanyang pspel na
mababakante? Kasi, kung la-
lagay siya sa tahimik (o sa
magulo depende s ‘vong
pmnangw fungkol s estado
ng matrimonyo, tso) mala-
mang sa hindi n# gumarshe
na siya nang tuluyan. At
kung magkakagano'n,
sinong babaing atleta natin
ang pipitas ng gimtong me-
dalys sa mga takbuhsng
100-m at 200-m?

Maganda s Diay. Ayos
na ayos ang porma niys,
pormang nakakapalatak ot
pinapaswitan, pormang
nasabi na natin = jbang
Bpasyo na sana ¢ porma rin
ng mga kaspitbahay nating
babae, tso. Siguradong sak-
sakan ng s'werte'ng lalaking
mapapangasawas ni  Diay.
Kung baga, mg magiging
waswit nl Diay e naka.
kopo nitong medalya ng
mgn medalys = takbuhan
ng buhay. [

clinch the game. Thus, there are no bench-
wermers in the league.

“I wanted to give children a chance to
experience the feeling of playing in a real
league. But let’s face it, the only leagues
we have are the NCAA, UAAP, PABL,
MUCAA and the PBA and many of these
players are just top young and too small
to make it, So I put up Small Basketeers
Philippines for them. Playing in a league
like this makes the children feel important.
They get the feeling that they are part of
a team and have something to give. And
besides that, they learn the real meaning
of hard work and discipline,” said Jorge,
himself a former varsity player of the
UP Maroons during his heyday,

At the games, held every Saturday at
the Atenco College Covered Courts, one
realizes what Jorge means when he says
playing in a league tike the Small Basket-
eers makes Kids feel important. The way
the kids play, you would think that Small
Baskeeters is the big league, They dribble,
pass and shoot with all seriousness. They
even bang into each other after a play,
writhing in pain on the floor for a couple
of seconds like the PBA players they see on
TV and then getting up with big, tooth.
some smiles on their faces,

b

- ‘ -
Grow tall, little men: If they don't, no regrets for these Grace A

boys.

But the parents seem to enjoy the
games more. During gametime each child
is accompanied by a retinue that would
befit a player from the bigtime, There is
Mommy and Daddy, of course, and per-
haps Lolo and Lola, plus the uncles, aunts,
cousins, and the ubiquitous yayas who
come to rescue their wards with face
towels, powder and some ice-cold orange
juice everytime the coach calls a timeout,

Even the coaches tuke it ever-so-serious-
ly. There are days when you can overhear
a coach cursing and muttering onder his
(or her) breath und getting slapped a tech-
nical foul, In the coaching huddle, the
boys listen to their boss describe plays
just like Robert Jaworski with the
Ginebras, or Turing Valenzona with the
Tanduay Rhummakers. This is what seems
to excite boys most, this chance 1o ape
their idols.

But for some of those young boys, their

dreams will become a reality when 15 of
them are chosen to represent the Philip-
pines in the Asian Boys Basketball Jam-
boree to be held in Kuala Lumpur, Malay-
sia this year. The 15 best players from
the eight teams comprising Small Basket-
eers Philippines will be flown to Kuala
Lumpur, “We are still trying to raise
money so that the boys can get to go to
KL, along with three officials,” said Jorge.
As of now, they are still hoping that a
miracle will happen.

As far as the boys are concerned, how-
ever, their mind is not on the money but
on the game. Small Basketeers Philippines
is currently in its semifinal stages, with
Ateneo, Lourdes QC, Letran and UST
fighting it out for the top spot and the
four other teams going against each other
in the consolation round.

But win or lose, the boys will surely
remember their experience with the
league even after it's all over. But for
Nic, his love affair with basketball will
never be over, This early, he is already
planning the 1987 season of Small basket-
cers and is launching the yearly summer
program of his Basketball Efficiency Scien-
tific Training Center.

I have realized that some of our play-

ers in the big league cannot even play the
game properly. They play it by instinet.
And this is the kind of basketball that
our youngsters pick up. Young boys and
girls who intend to take up basketball
seriously should learn how to play it
properly, and this is what 1 stress at the
B.E.S.T. Center," said Jorge.

Jorge uses scientific equipment such as
blinders (which screen the ball from the
player's sight 5o that he learns 1o pay
attention to the game and not the ball)
and dribbling gloves 1o improve the kids'
dribbling, shooting and passing skills

The B.E.S.T. Center has survived for
eight years, and now Small Basketeers
Philippines hopes to duplicate its success,
With the enthusiasm that its players and
spectators are showing, and the commit-
ment of Nic Jorge, then it is safe to say
that its chances are good.

Actually, more than good, [
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By Jorge Bunton

ulgencio Factoran, Jr., is the only
person in Cabinet today that has
sanitized himself from the red-
baiting of the military. He has
kept himself “’clean” while colleagues like
Joker Arroyo and Bobbit Sanchez get the
flak from Enrile, the US Embassy and the
business community. The most obvious
reason is that Factoran, a human rights
defender during the Marcos era, Is a frater-
nity brother of the Defense Minister. Fra-
ternity bonds are not easily severed as a re-
sult of political incompatibility,

Second reason Is that Factoran has
established his peace with the military.

To prove his “innocence™ from the
charges, Factoran has gone to the extent
of becoming as hurd-line as Enrile towards
efforts by cause-oriented groups to estab-
lish lines with President Aquino.

In a number of instances, Factoran, the
former human rights lawyer, has prevented
human rights groups and peasant organiza-
tions from even getting a chance to talk to
the President to air their grievances.

Just recently, a human rights organiza-
tion was plmning to hold a conference and
tried to invite Cory or an immediate mem-
ber of her family to deliver the keynote
address in the conference. The invitation
was coursed through Factoran's office and
was conveniently buried under the tons of
papers and files, When the organizers in-
quired about the President’s response, they
received the reply that the President and
her family had more important things to
do.

What puzzled the organizers was the
manner in which Factoran brushed them
aside as if they had nothing in common.
The organizers were further enraged upon
finding out that Dona Aurora Aquino

accepted the invitation through the inter-
cession of Arroyo.

Apparently, Factoran thought that he
could ingratiate himself with Aquino by
shielding her from these “Reds" and at the
same time stifle criticism coming from the
military.

But there Is a third and much deeper
reason for these unusual actions of the
former human rights defender. The moves
of Factoran seem to point towards an
effort to build his little empire in the
government by balancing himself with the
different forces inside the Aquino coall-
tion,

As Deputy Executive Secretary, Facto-
ran controls a number of vital offices
under the Office of the President. He also
has strong influence in the presidential
decision-making process and the day-to-
day administration of the entire govern-

 Deputy executive secretary Fulgencio Factorsn Jr.:

colleagues in the human rights movement.

(CreOSSWOre
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Beatty film 41
Extreme 44
Not Inclined to 46
She, In Rio 49
lopical S0
. Gaucho weapon 31

Buking chamber
For fear that
Palindromic name
Fuss

Tennis shot

Prefix: below

Imtelligence repers

ment. These opportunities have apparently

provided him with the bases from which

to bulld and strengthen his position.
Shortly after his assumption to the posi-

tion of Deputy Executive Secretary, Fac-

toran recruited people to conduct an sudit

ANDY VALLE
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A —
Enrile's fraternity brod now puzzles

of the Office of the President. This audit-
ing group consisted essentially of young
students who were “idealistic™ and active
enough to conduct a critical survey of the
usefulness of the different offices in Mala-
canang

One of the recommendations of the
young auditors were the dissolution of
irrelevant offices and the firing of peaple
who were not only tnefficient but also
rabid Marcos loyalists, Two months later,
Factoran has yet to implement the re-
commendations and the offices are still
{ntact to this very day, It appears that
these offices constitute a potential base of
political support and thus to close them or
fire the people known to be pro-Marcos
and incompetent bureaucrats would be
politically unwise, :

What has happened to Factoran? Has he
become corrupted by power (he was over-
heard one time as saying that being in.his
position was really something; “'Isang pir-
mahan lang, OK kasgad")? What has
happened to the human rights defender?
Maybe the comment of Tony Zumel about
what power can do to individuals is some-
thing that Factoran must seriously reflect

about.

L Ll L]

Remember Jaime Opinion, that COME-
LEC commissioner who ranted against the
NAMFREL people in that televised debate
during the February elections? Well, re-
cently the new COMELEC commissioner
discovered that Opinion was also turning
the COMELEC into a family affair.

They discovered that Opinion's son had
run an office in the COMELEC. The son
who has not even finished law (in fact, he
is having difficulty passing his law subjects
at UP) was head of an office which em-
ployed eight lawyers. It was a good thing
the new COMELEC commissioners abo-
lished the office. It may perhaps give Mr.
Opinion's son a chance to improve in his
academics,

LTI

A comedian-columnist recently re-
vealed in s party that he was offered
P25,000 by the Marcos loyalists to.at least
show his face in the pro-Marcos rallies. He
refused not only because he was rich
enough, but because he was a rabid Corsta.

If the loyalists can pay the comedian
that much money, one wonders how rich
their coffers are which perhaps tempted
Fiscal Lota to expropriate some for his
needs leading to his death. O

Ex-Comelec bom Jaime Opimion: A falled
' rase
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