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Anger of a generation
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Froma veteran to the President AR A AR A AT AL

‘SIR, THE SHIP IS SINKING' % &§ - Will Beagan
January 21, 1986 ' . _ !
My dear Comrade-in-arms: : ; B N =W p
I write to you because you = _ . save FM

wrote to me on January 2,
1986. 1 write to you with love.
I write to thank you for re-
membering this forgotten sol-

dier, 1 write with understand- ‘
ing and with sadness. ’ e e i
I understand your desire Lo P X TGS ‘ '
stay on as President of the ' y ’ e B BUYCOTT A WEAPON
| Philippines. Please understand : . .. An argument for showing “mili-
also my desire to have you - - . tant repudiation of the US-Marcos
changed. You had your chance ' — e — dictatorship.” w
(Page 4, please)

The latest disclosures in the American
press are a clear signal to all that the voting in
the Reagan administration has gone against
President Marcos. An analysis by an Ame-
rican diplomatic writer,




»
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Letter

Dear Mre Aquino,

I have read in the newspapers
pere in Saudi Ambia that you
e delinitely running lor pres-
ident this coming Snap Election,
February 7, 1986,

1 am very much pleased at
vour decision. We have been
waiting for it since a few

. months ago,

Much as | would like to help
you win particularly in my
home province In Agusan del
Morte, the period is so limited
which will probably make it
m possible foryme to do sa.

| was & member of a political

Editorial

%_’;Slmyam revolutionaries

organization in  Butuan City
before, under the leadership of
ex-congressman Guillermo San-
chez and Mr. Ramon Rosales.

At any mle, the people of
Agusan del Notte and del Sur
are much aware of the present
situgtion of our country. I'm
sure that this time they will
choose the right person to vote,

| wish you good luck and rest
assured that | will pray for your
success.

Hoping that
gt for you 1s your victory in
this coming Snap  Election.
“Praisethe Lord."

Very truly yours,
ANTONIO S, CHIANG

All through their young lives, they've known no
sresident other than the famous man by the le-
sendary Pasig who has been toying with power

tirese past two decades.

Some are too young, innocent to spell out ideo-

logy, much more understand its meaning. But these

young anes, ever conscious of what danger lurks in
their future, are buoyantly unanimous in their bid
for a change in leadership. They want the ruler by

the Pasig out,

That, pushing Marcos out of office, although he
has visibly outlived his usefulness (if usefulness is
indeed, the apt term) is, of course, easier said than
done. So the young ones do their share, cutting

playing time to a minimum, borrowing from school
allowances, to make sure that the opposition stand-

ard bearer, Mrs. Cory Aquino, doesn’t get burried
inn the war of street posters, They dish out crude
handbills and posters, personally post them on
baffled city walls, in what our writer, Sonia Dipa-
supil, observes, amounts toa revolution.

To the jaded political analysts, these fond ges-
tures for Mrs. Aquino by the faceless, selfless
youngsters amount to nothing — because majority
in the young batch are not even of voting age,

To the objective observer though, nothing can
be more resounding than the voice and gestures of
this pure, energetic batch who only know too well

that they'll have to pay for the debts and misdeeds

of that strange ruler by the Pasig,

WE FORUM  is published weekly by the People's Independent
Media, Inc. with cditdeial and business offices ar 98 West Ave.
mar, Quezon City, Telephone Nos. 90.68.95 and 99-9 7-95

JOSE J, BURGOS, SR,
Chairman of the Board

Hoard of Editors

BCYET DE LA REA

EDWARD G, BURGOS
Production Manager

To seek and live the truth and share a vision

RECAH A. TRINIDAD, ALBERTO
CORVERA, CIELO BUENAVENTURA, BOBBY BURGOS
Art: BENJO LAYGO, MANNY LEGASPL, LEO CASTIL,

Photography - RUDY SAKDALAN, JR.

JOSE G, BURGOS, JR,
Publisher-Editor

ANGEL C. TRONQUED
Circulotion Manager

God's -

TOP OF THE NEWS

By ALBERTO K. CORVERA

Imelda’s

nephew

defects to Unido

NORBERTO Romualdez I,
46, son of the late Gov.
Norberto Romualdez Jr. of
Leyte, on Jan. 17 became the
second malative in the Marcos
household to defect to the
opposition. Hinting that his
whole family might campaign
for Cory Aquino, the nephew of
Imelda Romualdez Marcos said:
“l have decided to join the
millions of evidently disgusted
Filipinos particularly those from
Samar and Leyte . . . | have 11
brothers and sisters and | don't
know of anyone of them
campaigning for Mr. Mar-
cos...” He announced his
resignation as commercial coun-
wlior of the embassy in
Brussels, special trade repre-
sentative in Belgiumi and
director of the Ascan trade
promotions center in The
Hague, the Netherlands. Leticia
Ramos Shahani, the President's
cousin and sister of Lt. Gen.
Fidel V. Ramos, earlier quit as
ambassador to  support Mrs,
Aquino.

L
World-class grafter?
AMERICAN Congressman

Stephen Solarz told a television
audience in the NBC news
Tonight's Show Jan. 18 Presi-
dent and Mrs. Marcos “'are now
in the world clas ol cormupt
national leaders™ ‘At the same
time, the building contractor ol
the controversinl Lindernmere
estate in MNew York, Emesl
Hoffstacter, told the show, “it
was absolutely Indicated 1o me
that any relationship o Mrs
Marcos should be kept con
fidential , Solarz sud, "l
personally  have no  doubt

WE FORUME  JAN. 28-FEB 3,986

whatsoever that the President
and the First Lady of the
Philippines have invested hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in
real estste in New York City,
and 1o sone extent, throughout
the country.” The TV show
discussed the latest develop-
ments in a US House of

R sube

i igation of allegath s
the Marcoses” and their (riends’
“hidden wealth” abroad and
whether American money (or
gid projects in the Philippines
were diverted elsewhere.

LR

Marcos health

THE news agency DPA
quoted intelligence sources in
Washington Jan. 19 that Pres-
ident Marcos’ health was de
terioruling to the point that he
has been forced to radically cut
back campaign appearances. I
mid a spokesman for the US
Senate select committee on
intelligence, which oversees Lhe
Centrml  Intelligence Agency,
said he agreed with recent press
accounts characterizing Marcos®
health as seriously [ailing. The
Washington Post said in its Jan.
17 edition that Marcos was
suffering from lupus, an often
incurable discase known 1o
attack  the body's  lissues,
influme bodily systems and
seriously affect organs such as
the kidneys. Marcos is also said
to suffer from diabetes.

L
AFP ‘ghost’ delivery

AP SOURCES told Malays
Jan. 18 the AFP was defrauded
of same P1.3 million with the
November “‘ghost delivery™ ol
Marine camouflague uniforms

The sources said the Marines
office in Fort Bonifacio failed
to receive the uniforms even as
the supply officers in the unit
paid P1.3 million to a Manila
clothes shop. They said the
purchase orders were dated
from July 25 to Oct. 9 in small
amounts for the purchase of

3,546 Marine uniforms
LR

Scaring Cory

A GRENADE and a fire-
cracker were exploded near
where Cory Aquino was speak-
ing to a crowd of 30,000 at
Plaza Pershing in Zamboanga
City Jan. 19, scattering the
audience and cutting short her
mlly. Police mid no ome wms
injured

LN

$50-M payoff

PRESIDENT Marcos engaged
in a secretive deal with a
California-based businessman
that may have cost the
Philippine government more
than $50 million, the Sanm
Francisco Examiner reporied on
Jan. 20. The newpaper said it
obtained documents that pro-
vide evidence that Mr, Marcos
personally has been involved in
private financial negotiations in
the US. The deal was de-
ggnated to keep documents
embamrassing to Mr. Marcos and
his family secret and to ensure
the cooperation of businessman
Vicente Chuidian, The Marcoses
were to be secret partners in
Chuidian’s holding company,
Aglan  Reliability Co., Inc
(ARCI), the Examiner said, and
ARC! was used to buy three
California companies in  Lhe
semiconductor industry.
Chuidian bought the three
companies in 1980 with a $25
million loan guaranteed by the
Philippine government but thal
the Marcoses failed to put
pwllib«:d money into
ARC] and refused "to pay the
logn. The govermnmeni mccused

Chuidian of illegally investing
the loan money outside the
Philippines but the probe was
later dropped in a settlement
with Chuidian.

-

L)

Ver stays

PRESIDENT Marcos back-
tracked from an earlier an-
nouncement and said Jan, 21 he
cannot retire Gen. Fabian Ver
before the Feb. 7 poll because
he can't find a replacement for
him. Speaking to a gathering of
the Bishop-Businessmen’s Con-
ference, Makati Buginess Club
and Management Association of
the Philippines at the Intercon-
tinental Hotel, the President
said, “Many people do not
understand that you don't just
retire your chief of stafl and
that in reorganizing the armed
forces, there are “‘many things
unwritten” which have to be
taken into consideration.

Colonel joins Cory

FORMER Bureau of Land
Transportstion (BLT) Commis-
sloner Col. Marizno Santiago,
41, announced his resignation
from the armed forces Jan. 22
to join Cory Aquino's presiden-
tial campuign. In @ press
statement, Santiago said:
“Under normal times, 1 would
not have taken this step which, |
am very much aware can be
fraught with danger. But our
nation is in a state of emergency
and | believe that now is the
time for all of us to do what we
can 10 make sure that the
country I8 in the hands of
people who can unify us and
lead us out of this grave crisis.”
Santiago became @ commis-
goner in the merger of BLT and
Board of Trnspottation inlo
the Land Transporlation Com-
mission (LTC) but resigned
from the LTC in a dispute over
a P150 million contract for new
drivers lcenses




AOKEN PROMISES

Mr. Ferdinand E. Marcos, on many
occasions during the presidential campaign
period in 1965, solemnly pledged to the
Filipino people, among other things:

1. to bring down high prices and raise
incomes

2. that there will be no more shortages
or importation of rice

3. 1o speed up land reform

4, jobs for the Jobless, and

5. reductions in government spending
by limiting the national budget to essential
services only

(Philippines Free Press)
22 November 1965

AFTER more than twenty years in
power, nine of them under martial rule,
Mr. Marcos still has to comply with any
single onc of his promises. His performance
in office (notwithstanding the claims and
avowals of his crony technocrats) has been
at dismal variance with his commitments.

Today, the nation finds itself worse off,
economically and socially, than at any time
in its entire  history. Prices have
skyrocketed to unprecedented heights,
After a short period of self-sufficiency (and
a period as a rice exporter) we are again
importing the commodity; and at excessive
prices.

The original concept and objectives of
land reform have been distorted to serve
the political interests of his administration
and not the need of the nation's peasants.
Unemployment and underemployment are
at an all-time high. Teachers an other
professionals are flying out of the country
to occupy menial jobs as housemaids,
baby-sitters and unskilled laborers. The
budget which he promised to limit to
essential services has ballooned Lo mind
boggling sums to fund such trivial pursuits
as.

* 3 P30 million coconut house where
no one resides

* 5 P200 million mansion for selected
guests in Tagaytay City

* g huge monument to megalomania in
La Union

* a P400 million Film Center which
specializes in showing obscene films with
no redeeming social value. The list of
aberrations goes on and on “ad nauseam."

We are presenting here a list of facts and
figures, the reckoning of which begin mostly in
the year 1972 when Mr, Marcos assumed
absolute governmental powers. The facts and
figures speak for themselves, and are backed up
by proven statistics too valuminous to be printed
here, The list points a grim performance portrait
of the man who is often wont to blame the
alleged “decadence” of our ol system of
government, which he claims has prevented him
from ever accomplishing anything of signi-
ficance; the same man who insists that only
through an authoritarian government can be put
into work his grand vision of a new society for
Filipinos. What is Mr. Marcos® real performance
profile after years of absolute power (with the
timorous consent of a cowed populace) under
martial rule? Here are the facts of life under his
regime:

1. Prices of prime commodities increase by a
tolal average of 876.6 per cenl from 1972 to
1983

2. The purchasing value of the peso has
plunged (rom & base rate of 100 centavos to a
peso in 1965 to only 9 centavos in 1984)

3. Employment in industry declined from 16

By BOBBY
SALVADOR

per cent in 1971, to 155 per cent in 1978, to
14.7 per cent in 1984,

4. In 1983 it was estimated that 52.3 per cent
of the Filipino people lived below the poverty
line. It is now estimated that 70 per cent of all
Filipinos live below the poverty line.

§. Our substandard per capita food
C ption is the d lowest in all of Asia.

6. Total h hold savings plunged (rom
P19,885 billion in 1981 to only P4,252 billion in
1984,

7. The sales of housechold appliances went
down by 32.2 per cent in 1985 alone,

8. Incomes went down: by 38 per cent in
rural areas and 49 per cent in urban areas.

9, There has been a significant increase in
cases of mental illness, criminality, suicide, drug
addiction, ‘tuberculosis and heart discase,
somehow attributable to increase poverty and
the worsening ¢economic crisis.

10, There has been a sharp drop in school
enrolment at all levels.

11, The country's Gross National Product
(GNP) suffered a continuous decline 1o minus
5.3 per cent in 1984, to minus 4.0 per cent in
1985, even as most other countries in Asia
improved their GNPs.

12, Philippine exports dropped by 15 per
cent.in 1985,

13, Compared

to Japan, Hong Kong,

A - Ave Flondses

Made

Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, Indonesa, South
Korea and Thailand the Philippines came out last
in expoct performance in 1984 based on a study
by the Chase Munhattan Bank (Hong Kong
report) and the Asian Development Bank.,

14, Of all the countries in Asia, the
Philippines is the only one in arrears with its
foreign debts, South Korea, Malaysia, Indonesin
and Thailand have been up-to-date in paying
their foreign obligations. Taiwan, Singapore and
Hongkong do not have any (oreign debt at all
and are even net creditors.

15. Among the causes of the country's
economic* debacle are high interest rates, A
comparison of such rates among different
countries is shown below:

Lending Rates per Annum

Singapore
Taipeh . . .
New York

Kuala Lumpur
Londbn

Sources: Bank of America; Indosucz Asia Invest

ments Services, Lid,

16. The Philippine peso sulfered devaluations
of from P3.90 to $1 in 1965, to more than P19
to $1 in 1985, Please sec table below.

Devaluation of the Peso

- from P200 1o P390to 1 US. §

(Macapagal Administration)

P 600101 US. § (Marcos regime)
6.67 to 1 U.S. § (Marcos regime)
8.50 to 1 U.S. § (Marcos regime)

11.00 to 1 U.S. § IMarcos regime)

1984 - 16.72to 1 U.S. § (Marcos regime)

1985 19.00 to 1 U.S. § (Marcos regime)

Sources: Central Bank; NEDA; The Situationer,
Agian Development Bank; IFON Facts &
Figures 15 Sep. 85
17. From 1521 to 1965, or from the coming
of Ferdinand Magellan up to the end of the
presidency of Diosdado. Macapagal, total
government expenses over a period of 444 years
amounted to P30 billion. From 1965 1o 1985,
under the Marcos regime, a period of twenty
years, total government expenditures amounted
to a staggering P600 billion.
18. From 1945 to 1965, under the
administration of six (6) presidents, from Sergio
Owmena (o Diosdado Macapagal, Philippine

1962

1970
1972
1982 -
1983

(Page 10, please)

|_Elections, poverty and insurgency

There is no gquestion
that the central problem
to which the regime and
the opposition should
address themselves in
these eclections is the
problem of mass poverty.

Both have grasped the
centrality of this prob-
lem and, accordingly,
have made it the center-
piece of their respective
programmes of govern-
ment. Both have pledged all
wir against poverty,

It is a poverty so mas-
sive that it has dehuman- of
jzed at least B0O% of our It _i.s
people, transforming this which
“only Christian nation made

graders,
This

scandal of

other

the

rates, wage-slave workers,
debt-ridden farmers, im-
poverished teachers and
civil servants, half-starved
soldiers, and proliferating
mendicants, a society of
unemployed

poverty,
has made the country the
Asia,
garbage heap, 15 s0 over-
whelming as to obscure
problems, and an
for o long time will sure-
ly dominate the agenda
any government
very
revolutions

to a plan of action and
economic philosophy
that precisely account
for that scourge, and
must be held primarily
responsible for it.

The regime and the
opposition are pledged to
which u strutegy of develop-
ment  that would con-
demn this nation, of such
immense human as well
as material potential, 1o
economy of small
businesses, small indus-
trics. and  plantation
tarms while living among,
and competing with,
neighbors  driven: by
pigantic and dynamic in-
dustrial economies. It isa

sixth

and Its

For
stuff of
are

in Asia'" into a nution of
human derelicts, of adult
as well as child prost-
tutes, school drop-outs,
undernourished illite-

But while the regime
and the opposition have
pledged war spainst mass
poverty, both, disturb-
ingly are equally pledged

strategy designed to pre-
serve this nation as a mo-
dern<loy pastoral econo-
my.

The two protagonists
in these elections reluse
to acknowledge that the
root of mass poverty in
this country lies in the
primitive, pre-industrial
nature of its economy
that cannot  possibly
feed, house and employ

56 million
that this
lurn, is a

the vast majority ol its
people; and
economy, in
function and
product of a colonial or-
der perpetuated here by
the complex of policies
and practices dictated by
the US government and

By ALEJANDRO
LICHAUCO

the international agencies
it controls, notably the
IMF andthe'World Bank

Ever since 1946, when
we formally acquired inde-
pendent status, US policy
has consistently and el
fectively (rustrated all ef-
forts and plans  at meuan-
inglul  industrial  develop-
ment.

That policy, ongnally
established through the US
I'ree Trade leglslation ol
1909, was pressed om o us
afer independence through
the notorious Bell Trade Act
of 1946, and has been
vigorously  pursued  since
1962 by the IMI-.

It is an lndex of the
grotesque und temnlying
repercussions of the colonial
policy that today, 40 ycars
after independence, in this

(Page 15, please)
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By SONIA G. DIPASUPIL

A revolution is being waged now in
downtown city streets,

Marcos-Tolentino posters, edges still
damp from cauldron-boiled flour paste, are
tom down from walls overnight, to be
replaced with Cory-Doy posters in time for
the nex! morning’s batch of pedestrians
and commurers.

Your car is Magged down in the midsi
of beating a red light. Three quick raps on
your window, you roll it down, and in goes
an aggressive hand, offering you a Cory
handbill

Ovemnight, wills
nlasteredw ith homemade opposition ;‘u,ma
some landing right smack on 1op «
governimi nt=printed posters ol '.l'i.'

KBL du

I he
urchins,
others in
doing the {ob for fre
rrouble some
won't
of the exuberance
don’t even stand gain 4 real chance of
joining in the electoral contest. Most ol
them are nut even of voling age

“Kuhit di kami boboto
Basta makatulong kay Cory,”

neighborhood are

revolutionaries” Pint

-sized  stree

pubescent schoolchilidren and

the same league. They're not onl
. ‘l'-l."_.'l'-‘
loyalist
their activities as part

ol yvouth

even invitis

from elements wh
exactly view

Besides, thes

okay lang
¢claims Toti,

e ten p
Tamilies [ |[|n hl‘u\~' ll-..
response of Filipine and Amerk
can friends 15 heagl-wamming
This Is recorded In the Island
Reporter. To test, | sent copics
1w Malscanang, to the White
House, 1o a friend in Manila,

SUTVIUCS
CRS cam

Ident

teation and

WE FORLUM G

mussive help.
you lailed the test You
never bothered o help

I have weighed your adminis
found it

But

who boasts of helping riddle a major part
of the entire length of the Baclaran-
Monumento LRT posts with opposition
posters. He is 10 years old and out of
school. Before the campaign period started,
he made the rounds of the Taft Avenue
trash cans, pilfering what he can from the
mass of stinking human waste. Among his
“finds”’ are remains of packed
still edible from their styrofoam

precious
lunches,
heddings
Totl is an avid Cory fan, so he doesn’t
nd doing Lhe job for frec. When he s
vehicle unloading opposition paraphernalia,
he simply scampers to 1l ollers lus
help. Asked if he can rely on Cory Lo help
him if she wins, lie says
“husts mapalitan si.M
Arding 1> & h

LE |
and

L does nol matfer
Arcos

ndsom

KB L
posters i i1 s

What do the ul
LiS-Marcos

slip, o swill repl wil hiod

Delping Jichn
much as

grader 'lrom San
hag devised an even

us filin
wan the otlier !
hetl Wiy o I e
Together with 4 neigh-
ars older than him,
Cory-Doy posters

stretches

whole sysiem
borhood 1Trnend (our ye
this 10-year-old- makes
carrying the familiar hand that

CORY ...}
3 COR v
DOV A?‘Uli\' )

I
pnduanes wi
vou, Mr. Pres A(Tectionately,
\ Tablizo

S0-A Alley 2, Road B
Project 6, Quezon City

lose

wanting.
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out to an “L'" sign. His materials: paint
and the glossy behind of unused Mar-
cos-Tolentino posters, acquired through
the courtesy ol KBL pnsler hngades who
were only too willing to “unload" their
burden.

With the kamikaze-like persistence of
v @ suicide mission to change
“Baste’ spends  alternoons
their garden, dogeedly
posters, These are splat-
neighborhood in hap-
paint dries.
“Para m

someonc
soulety, -
sprawled  in
working on the
tered all over the
hazard fashion on as the
Why do they do
ry." Why do they
Para o st Marcos.”
with “Maohilig
t b INSWETS
looking al

Uk 5
it? analo st
wani Cory to win?

What
sivang

. WIONR

magpapa

‘Basta
kay Cory. Kahit
di kami boboto
okay lang.’

A

(e
== ]

r”iUl' NG

rapud Hire, his

makatulong

'ANGER OF A

UINO Aa“*&»rﬁio
MARCOS

PREUNEEY

{TINO &

AT

TQLFNTENO

Fox Ve Presdincl

. L e
o1 C 4

‘wﬁ,u

=

left) does

Lory

Baste (below
thing
||1‘[‘l.l

g0 Loward

we what SR

others do their how

Jegions f Cory cheer her, see

the bandwagon Ma lac anang.




‘GENERATION

Why do they do it? ‘Para manalo
si Cory.” Why do you want Cory

ginagawa ko,
iboto si Cory

“Atsaka hindi naman kami pinapansin
ng mga tao pag nogdidikit kami'" he
**Sinasabi lang nila na bako
Apparently,
not enough to stop this little boy from
doing his bit for the country
his point, he hurriedly fishes out his wal-
let. Among the Kiddie odds and endsand
stickers of battling space gladiators: a be-

volunteers
daw pagalitan kami.”

kinakampanya ko lang na

e kil

spectacled Cory

fashing the *“'Laban™

sign, cul out from an opposition llyer

this is

To prove

Al the Pluinview subdivisior
luyong, KBL propagandists have resoried
to stringing their streamers across adjacen)
Meralco posts,
nasty hands of street vandals, Butto noavail,
Street-wise neighborhood youngsters have
resorted to aiming their deft slingshots at
the streamers,
holes nght through their smiling targets, A

in Manda

far, they assume, from the

at times boring bull's-eye

to win?

ZILHO DNOTONMNTT

few cloth streamers ended up furled tightly
from end to end, looking like sorry look-
slikes ol yesterday's abandoned laundry,

In neighborhonds and streets elsew here
these activities are duplicated with varying
Intensity, depending on the cleverness of
the culprits and the vigilance of the admi-
nistration men. As one barangay council
gan says, “bale wala lang bantayan ang
mga batang yan, Mapapaaway ka pa."”

‘Para matalo si Marcos.’

For chuldren with no ideology to speak
of, movements like these can mean nothing
more than people riding on the popular
sentiment that Marcos has outlived his
usefulness and sorely needs a successor.

Somebody said that if all this energy
could be translated into votes, the oppo-
sition would win by a landslide. On the
other hand, he said, if this could be
translated into guns, you would have an
honest-to-goodness revolution.

Will Reagan save Marcos?

WASHINGTON (AP) -
The furry of revelations in
the United States aimed al
discrediting President Fer-
dinand Marcos in advance of
the Feb. 7 election in the
Philippines underscores how
anxious Washington 1s to see
him replaced.

In the pasi two
Lhere have been major stories
alleging  Marcos I8 in
extremely poor health, that

weeks,

his claims to heroism during
World War [l are largely
fraudulent and that he and
his wife have salted away
many millions of dollars in
the United States;

They have come against a
background of repeated
official warnings from Pres
ident Ranald KReu
that the elec
lair,

aldministration
tion must be which is
another way ol saying the

By R. GREGORY NOKES
AP Diplomatic Writer
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whether the Marcos government
might have misappropriated US
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Most officials see the murder
ol Aquino, husband of Corazon
Aquino, as the watershed event
that has turncd the administra-
tion apainst Marcos

Marcos still could win, and
the administration is prepared
to deal with him if he does. It is
sending an officlal team of
observers to view the election.

Washington knows, as Mar-
, that the United Stutes
could not afford to abandon the
Phillppines to the communists
just bocause Marcos were o win
u fTawed election
with  the communist
threat in mind, as well as the
wish 10 ¢ It ode that
admis pressing
for a lair election

US pressures have worked 1o
some degree, according to a
State Depariment analyst who
aid Friday, *It Is looking more
muore ke it MII be
amoderately lair clection.”

He said the test would be
whether an Independent vote-
monitoring  group  known as
Numfrel will be able to conduct
i1s own count of thevote onelec-
tion day, lo provide a back-up
to the government count
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‘Spare tire’ allergy

By NORA GAMOLO

Former Vice-president and
gssemblyman Emmanuel N. Pe-
laez, who has thrown his sup-
port behind the candidacy of
Corazon C. Aquino, remembers
all too well how the position
of the vice-presidency was re-
included in the Philippine
Constitution when it was
amended in 1984, During the
last quarter of 1983, the Bata-
sang Pambansa itself had been
rocked with instability and
chaos brought about by the
assassination of Ninoy Aquino
and wild speculations about
the President’s deteriorating
health. Hence, a group of as-
semblyman moved to insert
numerous amendments to the
Constitution, among them, a
provision that “in case of per-
manent disability, death, re-
moval from office or resig-
nation of the President, the
vice-president shall become the
President to serve the un-
expired term.” Mr. Pelaez has
a most charming description
of the vice-presidency. Said
he: “The vice-presidency is
the people’s ‘spare tire’ who
takes over the job in case any
of the situations provided in
the succession rule in the
Constitution materializes,”

KBL vice-presidential aspi-
rant Arturo Tolentino, how-
ever, does not agree. Accord-
ing to him, the position of
the vice-president can assume
a strong role as a fiscalizer
and “‘built-in opposition,” As
a matter of proof, Mr. Marcos

has *“assumed the highest
degree of statesmanship™ in
selecting him as his running
mate as “for the first time,
you will have candidates of
the (KBL) party forming a
single team who have on oc-
casions' past differed from
each other on very important
public issues.”

As If to emphasize this point,
MP Tolentino made a personal
call to the President noting that
the President has an aversion for
vicepresidents, His call: "l hope,
Mr. President, If when we get
clected, you will have no allergy
towards me."'

Later and in the other corner
of the vicepresidential ring, MP
Kalaw liuded former Semator Jo-
vito Salonga's decision to withdraw
from the race since Mr. Salonga's
withdrawal would mean that “there
is only one Liberal Party candidate
for vice-president.” She  then ex-
horted all Liberals “to join me in
a4 common cause to provide the
people with a true and real oppo-
sition altermative vice-president.”

Kalaw, who has adopted Cora-
zon C. Aquino as her party's guest
candidate for the position of
president, hurled potshots at her
rivals, calling them “opportunists,
not opposition candidates.™ Ac-
cording to her, during the more
critical years when there was less
open protest, “Laurel was not only
silent, he was playing lootsies with
the party in power' Tolentino,
on the other hand, she charged,
has shown, upon being chosen as
the President’s running mate, his
true colors as “the perfect party
man, tactful, dependable and vbe-
dient.”

With the vice-presidential candi-
dates hurling tirades like that, the
vin:e-presidcn(nl contest is running
true to form as an engaging form

of entertainment, But is there
validity In the claims of MP Tolen-
tino that the vice-presidency has
more to offer to the Filipino peo-
ple?

The position itsell has been ob-
served to have caused s near-divi-
sion In the ranks of the Kilusang
Bagong Lipunan, Mr, Marcos, of
course, Is the boss and deserves the
presidential nomination, but the
other KBL stalwarts like Labor
Minister filas Ople, Defense Minis
ter Juan Ponce Inrile and even
Human Settlements Minister and
First Lady Imelds Romualdez Mar-
cos would have been ficlded by
their respective Tollowers, Former
foreign affairs minister Tolentino
was chosen not only to give cre
dence to the KBL ticket inasmuch
as he usaally takes a critical stance,
but to offer “a compromise with
the United States." This reasoning
may have some basis, Tolentino’s
fielding having come tight alter the
acquittal and sibsequent reinstate
ment of Gen. Ver, a move that was
heavily criticized by both American
government men and the public
alike.

Meanwhlile, in the participation-
ist-oppuosition camp, the vicepresk
dential post did not appear to be
a prize plum, ex-Sen. Laurel having
initially refused to consider running
for the post in apparent response
to his followers' clamor not (o
settle for the second top post Be
sides, some observers note that the
former KBL solon who switched
sides when Ninoy Aquino was
killed, stood a better chance to
unseat Mr. Marcos compared to
Cory Aquino who is new in the
pame.

It is said that Jovito Salonga, on
the other hand, only ran for the
position to ensure that the prin-
ciples and agreement dmawn up
during the “Gathering of Davids™
last Oct. 30 would be enunciated
through his candidacy. With a com-
promise agreement drawn up last
Jan. 3, Salonga withdrew (rom the

PELAEZ

race, much to the delight of MP
Kalaw who professes to be the
belter vice-presidential alternative
al the opposition,

The candidates® mancuvers
aside, can the vice-presidency merit
more attention than what Is cre
dited to it right now?

The vice-presidency I8 actually
one of the first casualties of the
1973 Constitution, whose conven:
tion was attended by allepations
ol pay-olls to include some provik
sions apparently ordained by the
Palace itsell and whose ratification
was attended by irregulor circume
stances such as viva voce voung,
supervision not of the  Comelec
but ol the baranggays, non-ob
gervance . of the age requirement,
limited time for information dis
seminution and to top it all, mar-
thul law

The vice-presidency was delered
in the original 1973 Constitution,
with the presidency having been
ussigned @ nominal status as the
symbolic head of state in keeping
with parliamentary  government
wradition. The head of government
would be the prime minster who
would head the Cabinet

In 1976, legal experts believed
that the Philippines reverted back
to the presidential form of govern
ment when a set of amendments
was passed, among them, Amend-
ment No. 6 which provides for the
decree-making powers of the pres
jdent even with an extant Legis
lature,

According to former assembly-
man Pelacz, though, the President
decided late in 1980 to do away
with a purcly parliamentary form
of government in the 1973 Consti-
wtion and replace it with a semi-
parliamentary one, “more or less

SALONGA

following the French model where
the executive power I8 exercised
by a President directly elected by
the people to serve a definite term
of six years, and where parlment
is denicd the power to oust the
President.” The President proposcd
u collegial body similar 1o that of
Yugoslavia which would exercisc
the functions of the presidency
untll o new president shall have
been elected, The proposal was
adopted, and the amended section
read: “In cas¢ of permanent dis
ability, death, removal from office
or resignation of the president,
the Dxecutive Committee headed
by the Prime Minister as hervial fer
provided shall excrcise the powers
of the President until & President
ghall have been elected and quali
fied I the permanent disability
death, removal from ollice or
resignation of the President occurs
ecarlier than eighteen months before
the expiration of his term, ihe
Batasang Pambansa shall, within
thirty days (rom the time the
vacancy occurs, «call a specil
election to be held not earlier
than forty-five days nor later
than sixty days from the time of
such call, to elect a President to
serve the unexpired term. In the
absence of an  Executive Com-
mittee, the Speaker (of the Bata-
man) shall act as President until
the President shall have been
elected and qualified.”

In 1983, however, just after
the assassination of Ninoy Aquino,
public concern arose over the
health of the President and the
capacity of the Executive Com-
mittee to run the country in case
something happened to Mr. Marcos.

(Page 13, please)

mterview | *|’Jf take people’s side’ ey eriEHUBILA

Former Senator Eva Estada Kalaw is con-
fdent that she will beat ex-Sen. Doy Laurel, with
[ormer Foreign Minister Arturo Tolentino coming
last in the race for vice president. If Mr. Marcos
is reelected, she will support him — only if what
he is doing is for the good of the country. Should
Cury Aguino be chosen, she would support her
gnd offer her 20 years experlence in public
service. bul insisted that being the vice president
she should be given priority in decisdonmaking.
She sald she will resist Cory If her deeds are, in
her view, inimical to the progress of the country.

These were the Impressions given by Mirs
Kalaw to WE Forum in an interview over the
weekend. She atso condemned the male chiu-
vinist view that Cory and she as 8 leam cannot
effectively rule the country

Excerpts of the interview:

WE FORUM ; What is your preliminary assess-
ment over your chances againsi the other vice-
presidential candidates, cxpecially former Senator

Doy Laurel?

KALAW: We have a very keen race now, un-
like before because | came late and especially
with the groundswell of spport for Cory who
carries with her Doy, It looks like Tolentino s
pulling out of the mce, That is my asscssment,
With Doy and me, there i 8 very close and

WE FORUM G

tight race for the vice-presidential seat, But as
the days pass, and as | go along my campaign,
I can see the change of position of many Doy
supporters toward my side. | really feel that,
and | am very encouraged becsuse what | am
presenting to the people Is that these other two
vice presidential candidates, Mr. Tolentino and
Mr. Laurel, acquiesced and approved the Martial
Law regime which is the cause of all our suf-
lerings.

WE Forum: What ) Prestdent Marcos and you
win?

KALAW: Whether President Marcos or Cory

JAN. 28-FEB 3,1966

Aquino, my formula applies. Whoever wins, , you
can be sure | will support either of them i what
he or she is doing Is for the good of the country
But the moment he or sie does something which
1o my point of view and that of the Liberal Party
is inimical to the progress of the country, like the
case of Martkl Law, you have my public record
of 20 years. | will resist it and I will fight it 1o the
finish

WE Forum: Whar are your plans (f you lose n
this election?

. KALAW: No, my plan iy, i and when | win,
not if | lose. Alright. 10 1 win, | will take the side
of the people whoever Is the President. or exam
ple, if Marcos wins, | will see tha e does alright,
If he does wrong, | will yight him, he same with
Cory whothey say lacks the experience | owill
offer her my cxpérience. But il she makes a mis
ke, | will warr her, Bocause as o viee prosident
| think that she would' consider seriously the
advice G the vieed pregident who could also be the
presiden{ someday

WE Porum: What Is your stand on the opl
nion of many male voters that « lady presidont
and a lady vice president will not make a good
team?

KALAW: Is it any better ift 3 male president
has o male vice president? | do nol see these

two positions in forms of gender. | see these in
terms of credibility and capability, Mr. Marcos
has lost his credibflity, His capability proved
Inimical

WE Forum: What isthe real reason [or your
fngisting on running?

KALAW: The real reason is that we had
an agreement to call o convention. Bufl thal
was violated. You see, Mr Laurel and Mis
Aquino just met and between them they talked
as 1o who will be the candidates of the oppo
sdtion. The unhappy part of this Is they chose
themselves, | believe that was wrong because
there was on sgreement duly signed by 4 na-
tongl and 8 repional parties that there would
be @ convention: That Is-why as carly as June
Doy was the nominee of the Unido 1o the NUL
process and | was nominated by the Liberal
Party. And Cory Aquine was nominated by 1he
POP. Of ‘course, the Naclonalista could not
nomineie one because NP and Unido are one
Sa there was a clear sign that we would call a
convention and | repeatedly fold ihe public that
whoever Is chosen by the NUC, | will support.
But when they violated It, my party believed
that the (rue opposition Is the Liberal Party, and
therelore it must also present o candidate




The many ways they’ll cheat

Elections, In the Philippines. the word
has almost become synonymous to cheat-
ing, fraud, anomalies and lrregularitics.

After every election, results are ques
tioned by the defeated political party or
candidate and the victor often than not
finds himself blessed with more cuss words
than votes.,

The coming snap election are viewed
by many as the country’s last hope. More
have said that the presidential and vice-
presidential polls would actually elther
pave the way for the nation’s total destruc-
tion or lead towards its complete recovery,

The Operasyon Laban sa Mandaraya
(OLM) of the United Nationalist Democra-
tic Organization (UNIDO) was recently
launched to “safeguard the people’s votes”
and ensure thal the people’s will is ref-
lected in the announced results,

Believing that only “dedication and
vigilance™ can ensure  clean and honest
elections, the OLM released a primer on
how to detect poll irregularities.

In the coming elections, there will be
about 92,000 polling centers which can
take in an average of 250 votes each. The
OLM noted that if lrregularities involving
10 votes only per precinct are allowed, &
total of 920,000 votes would have been
lost. And 920,000 votes, the OLM said,

“can be decisive enough to subvert or dis-
tort the nation’s will.”

The OLM thus lists common poll trregulari
ties which should be denounced und protested
when detected

Prior 1o elections, the OLM lisis at least iwo
most common lregularities: deliberate  omis-
sion of the names of known opposition voters
while transferring names of registered voters from
the 1984 list to the new list of voters; and deli-
berate miscopying, misspelling or outright altera-
tion of names of registered voters jdentified with
the opposition.

To prevent or correct this, voters should
check the new voters' list which should have
been posted In each precinct as early as Jan, 2,
1986, If the name Is misspelled, voters can file a
protest for inclusion to the clection registrar
while organized groups can file exclusion pro
ceedings for Mctitious names and names of per-
son no longer residing in the area.

During election day but prior 1o voting, the
OLM cites Yhe following common poll irregula-
rities:

» Nonavaitlability or late delivery of election
paraphernalis to the members of the Board of

By DESIREE CARLOS

Election mspectors which include ballots (1 20
per cent ol vorers), ballot boxes with three keys
and padlocks, one set (siv copies) of election
returns, indelible Ink, stamp, pad, voters book,
seals, envelopes and indelible pencils and ball
pens;

o Sudden transfer of polling places/ los® of
volers' list;

& Absence or tardiness of members of Board
of Flection Inspectors. But OLM noted that a
representative of a political party can file a pro
test to the Commission on Elections (Comelec)
and even cause the arrest of the delinquent mem-
ber if it can be proven that the absence or tardi-
ness is deliberate;

o OLM warns against the delivery of ballot
boxes prior to the voung time sying that these
may already contain (illed up ballats favoring
certain candidates, OLM suggests that militant
citizens press poll officials to comply with law
and empty the boxes of its contents publicly;

During voting hours, which is from 7 am. to
3 pm, OLM cites the following poll irreguluri-
ties;

# Civing o voter more than one hallot which
could start & “chain®’, “cadena™ or “nansadera*
type of anomaly where an extra ballot is filled
outside the polling place and passed on 1o the
next voter who in murn keeps the extra ballot in
his pockel and proceeds (o pet his own, He then
goes Inside the booth, pockets his own ballot and
secretly pretends to [ill out a ballot, He then
goes out with his real ballor, passes it on to anc-
ther voter and the whole process is repeated. This
could not be done without the connivance of
poll officlals because when a ballot is returned
by a voter, the poll offictils, are tasked to see lo

that on thia book of voters;

@ Substititle votors;

e Coercion and intimidanon in terms of pro
sence of armed goons, batangpey officials, police
men and other tury personnel within  th
polling places (they are supposed to keep o S0
meter distance from the polling places),

@ Bribery of poll inspectors and watchers,

@ Vote-buying;

@ Ballot box stulfing which is done by an un-
scrupulous poll official who secretly slips pre
viously accomplished ballots inside the ballot
box

During the counting of votes, on the other
hand, the OLM warns against common anomalies
such as deliberate misreading of ballows by the
poll chatrman; dJeliberate marking of ballots
containing names of opposition candidates so
that the ballots will be declured spoiled; improper
disposition of excess ballots (the excess ballots
should be 20 per cent of the total number of
ballots per precinct):improper reading of votes in
the election returns to minimize total mumber of
votes for Lhe other party or candidate; and
creating mock trouble like explosion of fire
crackers, and substitution of ballots

Post-counting irregulorities  Include: ballot
boxes may be tampered with while being brought
to the munictpal treasurer’s office from the
polling precinet; election returns and ballots can
still be wbstituted with fuke ones at the munick
pal  easurer’s brownouts may occur
dunng canvassing Uy, (lashlights should be
brought by watchers and concerned citizens

Ihe OLM opumism  thar with
"today’s highly indignant and highly politcized
citizens,” the people’s will can prevail despite the

ollice,

expressed

it that

serial number on the ballot is similar (o

vast odds

Is hoycott avote
for Marcos 2

Following is the NDF's commentary on labor minister Blas
Ople’s staterment that a boyeott amounts te g vote Jor Mar-

cos.

The decision of the
NDF to call for a boycott
of the forthcoming snap
elections takes into
account two averriding
considerations.

First, that the polls
are a Reagan-Marcos
gambit meant to
strengthen and prolong
dictatorial rule and gve
the ailing regime a respite
[rom the groundswell of
popular protest that has
continued to push it
ngainst the wall

Second, that
lently Jopsided condi-

e pa

tions under which the siap

elections are heing held
are not conducive to
the ventilation of the
popular will

We believe that elec-
tions sponsored by a
dictatorial regime that
holds practically all the
aces constitute a mockery
of the basic right of
suffrage, Furthermore, the
Marcos govermment fully
intends to use its victory,
replete with a pre-
programmed large voter

furigut, a4 an endorsement
of its terrorist and openly
corrupt reign. We have an
appropriate Tagalog
expression for this: *Nilu-
luto tayo sa sariling man-
tika

In other words. to boy-

coti these polls s un act
ol militant repudiation of
the US-Muicos dictator-
hip. Far from being a
vote for Marcos, it is.an

[ pelection that is

| at preventing the
restrenpthening of a severe
v weakenod regame, 1L
is anactive act that seeks
'.u's||‘]|' the
issues involved in thesc
elections as well as the
more basic problems
which the polls preciscly
seek 1o sweep under the
g

to bring Lo the

The peuple should not
be misled by the de-
ceptive utterances of
Messrs. Ople and Mar-
cos, These two fascists
are Known experts at
twisting lacts and sowing
intrigue

Gold and FM’s wealth- XXIil
Change to SDRs and IMF control

It s quite interesting to note that when the gold standard was
in lorce and was being honored by the world community, it was
operuting automatically and there was no need lor supervision
and there were rarely meetings of central bankers to ponder on
its operation, There was a time when the price was only $4.20 an
ounce until it was pegeed to an official price of $35.00 an ounce.
The Bretton Woods agreement was being honored by the US
povernment and paper currency printing was tied to the gold;
every dollar then was backed up by gold. However, because of
the US goal of economic and military domination in the capitalist
world, the war in Vietnam and other considerations, unilaterally,
the U'S got out of the gold standard in 1971 and the other coun-
tries followed suit, What triggered this decision primarily was the
request of Gencral de Gaulle of France for the US to pay in gold
o huge sum of US dollars being held by France which the US, to
sve face, was lorced 1o honor. Other countries followed the
example of France and gold for a time was getting out of the
United States. Todiy, much of the gold stored in US bank vaults
do not belong to the United States, The IMI's creatio I 1he
Special Drawing Rights (SDRs) which were being purchised by
countries elther in US dollars or i gold was a unique way of
kecping the dollars thie gold in the US and the various mem
bers of the IMF have fo support its policies for a continuance of
credit fachities of the 1M1

Many poar countries, however, feel that the IMI impositions
are too SUIT and lead to high interest rates, credit restrictions and
wmetimes a devalustion of the local currency which i lurn
stunts economic growth [ollowed by massive unemployment, In
u way, our economic life [s being tun by long distance and every
major wconomic policy has to take into consideration the con-
ditions imposed by the IMIF which in effect turned our country’s
teghnocrats into mere slaves of the system. In the horse-trading
process which In effect produced what we now call the Marcos
cronjes, the Infighting for concesdons and privileges have not
only squeczed dry the poar consumers who have to contend
with everrising prices and rates bul has slso emboldened the
cronies. In the guise of nationalism who up to now have not stop-
ped to offend the sensibilities of owr people. The Unichem
monopoly I8 one perfect example. It's time we know the
workings of the IMI

Evan Luard in his book, The Management of the Waorld Eco-
nomy, states in part: “Fram the time the Fund was founded,
powar within it was supposed to be related to the lnanclal and
economic strength. Voting power, in both the Executive Board
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and the Governing Body, Is distributed according to the initial
quotas pranted to each member; and thess quotas are themselves
related to shares in world trade, size of reserves, and similar
factors. This means (hat the large and rich states inevitably hold
many ftimes more votes than poor countries. xxx The Soviet
Union, though participating in the founding conference, refused
to join the Fund, mainly because of her unwillingness to provide
statistics on the level of her reserves and other matters, though
partly because of her contention that It was u capitalist-domina-
ted organization. Czechoslovakia. which had been a member at
the Fond's foundation, withdrew in 1954, Other communist
countries, however, Yugoslavia, Romanta, Hungary, China, Viet-
nam and Laos — are all members. xxx The Governing Body 15
too large and unwicldy to be an elfective declston-making body
on anything butl the major lines of policy. Thus day-to-day
decision-making rests In the hands of the Executive Board, This
consists of six ‘appointed members' (at present the United States,
West Germany, France, Britain, Japan and Saudi Arabia, o major
creditor); 15 other members, cach representing & constituency of
generally like-minded states, and welding the votes of that group;
and China, as & major power, a permanent member unelected by
4 group. It is this body which oversees, and n effect secks to
manage, the world monetary system. xxx In effect it determines
the policy of the Fund as a whole. xxx Steps were taken to
reduco the role of gold and enhance that of SDRs within the
monetary system. In July 1974 the SDR was revalued in terms
of & basket of cumrencies, instead of gold, In 1975 the official
price of gold was abandoned (and in time most countries
revilued thelr gold reserves at the much higher market price, un-
stable though this proved to be). The Fund ceased to undertake
{0 make and receive payments in gold.”
Next week — Part XXIV
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Tanging Pag

an. Boto’y ipaglaban.

Makibaka sa botoh
Call: CORY'S CRUSADERS: Te
UINO FOR PBESIDENT MC

CORY AQ
VICTORY: Tel. Nos. 8171228/8181506 loc. 228




asa ng Bayan

aging pollwatcher sa inyong bara
1. Nos. 871358/871361/866491

ngay.
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How Region 11 will go solid KBL

TUGUEGARAO ~ It would
have been a welcome surprise
that an aircon ticket to Tugue-
garao in Cagayan costs P117,
even as the punched in price
of the ticket Is P156. The only
problem s, this Is election
season, and even the unwary
does not feel too glorious
about it.

Already, talk is rife on
the Pantranco front that the
week before and after the
clections free rides shall be
given to those who will pre-

Pantranco buses were used as
“hekot' buses messing up
schedules of pre-arranged trips
for ordinary pedestrians and bus
riders,

Since Minister Juan Ponce
Enrile and his son, Jackie,
had been in Cagayan the past
week, there was also a stepped
up military visibility — heavily-
militarized as the area is already.
On every comer, there were
combat-ready, fatigue-uni-
formed goons toting long arms.
The streets rumbled with wea-

But it would be well for the
opposition to  hang out in big,
bold letters on  the balding
mountainsides:  “The denuda-
tion and wholesale rape of the
Sierra Madre and the Cordilleras
all happened during the ad-
ministration of President Fer-
dinand E. Marcos,"

There are no more forests
not trees on the highways of
Region Il. As far as the eye
can see, mountainsides have
been reduced to  grazelands,

By RICHIE
BENAVIDES

from the highways, the peo-
ple’s. minds will go anti-KBL.

But not if political power
grows out of the muzzle of
a gun. Already, people quake
in fear of election day. “'How
can we vole when guns are
toted in the precinct and be-

ENRILE

“Kahit aso, i{boboto nila, kaya |
lang, mabibilang ba? It should

¢ that gh is h

ve

If only the people concerned

sent their voters' [Ds. Dolly
Potenclano, owner of BLTH,
now controls Pantranco North.
The drivers and conductors are
not too happy about this, There
are just too many people who
want to pget on the chesp
Pantranco buses which are now
on the way to being the trans-
portation monopoly in Region way.
u Vizcaya, in

On January 23, when the [lsabela and
now-{amiliar blue-and-white
presidential Learjet landed in
Tuguegarao carrying the
precious First Daughter, three

pons and

are  Knormr

and the
land,
billing
three-meter
that
“was

4

personnel  carriers,
in this town where there are
only a sprinkling of cars and
plethora  of
hotse-drawn rigs.
After a predominantly-Cory
Nueva Ecifa, as the bus streaks
northward, there are only KBL
signs and streamers all along the
In Leonie Perez's Nueva
I'austino
in Ponce-Enrile's
turf Cagayan, the only yellow
and red posters and streamers
promo
One would think that there
is no other patty or candidate

| in Region Il save for Marcos
KBL.
Tabuk, into the Cordillers heart- o
the President
on billboards
bridges
this podforsaken bridge
constructed
inistration of P

populated by a sprinkling of
cows ecvery now and then,
Huge trucks laden with un-
processed lumber or logs rumble
down the highway from Caga-
yan, outnumbering cars and
passenger buses 4 to 1.

No military checkpoints
hassle these trucks, yet they
would stop baby buses along
the way and checkpoint or
dinary farmers and fishermen
who may be summarily sus-
pected to be NPA. The wony
of Region 1I, Is that despite
its being an out and out KBL
balliwick, it 15 one of the
largest strongholds of the New
Peaple’s Army
The NPA
attract
because the

tricycles and

Dy's

materials

able
udherents precisely
military wuears ils
most abusive mask in  this
reglon, and the political czais
have gotten their seats from
deceit or massive clectoral
frauds The Carlos Padilla-Leonie

Farther on 1o las  been
pels  star
before

indicating

under the
ident Fer-

dinand E. Marcos." Every little
bridge or fence, or government
facillty has this signboard.

Perez war still smarts in every
Gaddang's heart, and oven as
the KBL posters stare at them

fore you enter a gun is pointed
at you" It s a relgn of terror
in Region Il but Marcos must
win  herc “because: it was
promised that Jackic Enrile will
be our next governor, if he
does,”  walls  an  old-time
resident. "Can you imagine
him as our next governor?™ sy
same concerned quarters,

Juckie Enrile has been posi
tioning himself to the top post.
a8 current Governor Justiniano
Cortez is too old and has been
quite Ineffective in stemming
the wellentrenched insurgency
lackle 1s constantly singing out
his heart while  proud [ather
beams holding the microphone

In Tabuk, a little boy

er  eight wat working
pastc smull toothbrush
pasting up Kalaw post Asked
why he was the one doing the
chore and not his big brother
or father, he replicd, “Kasi
popatayin  nila ang tatay Ko
kung siys ang pgagaws nito.”

“Change s what people
want,” said a local official

naol
with
and

be in remote arcas like these
that those obscrvers and
Namfrel guys come in full
force. Because here, with all
those military around, 1000
per cent s Marcos. And all of
us will be ineffective,” he said

With a Minister working lor
his family's dynastic entrench-
ment, and loyalists who have
pained millions in raping the
once-rich mountains of the
Region, there can be no other
swing but to the KBL for
Region 11, If Ramos recalls all
the thousands of AFF
toting goons from the Region
maybe decent  clections can
happen  yet in  this lotally

gun-

dirt-poor
the North
has and  hantics
15 Region 1. Government
i present only during elections
and the people have w

to this. The Cagayan r

suffered too much and too long,
and iwenty years of misrule is
enough  to  tell  its

No other  arca

more shack

voLing

in keeping elections free and
clean see what Enrile and his
cohorts have done to Region
II, then they get a clean
appraisal of what loyalty to
the President has done for the
outlying areas.

in most rural communities,
people might not even get near
polling precincts as these will
be manned by poons all wearing
the official AFPgovernment
issued uniforms

Even now, student leaders
antl KB members are  astir that
there {s u forthcoming trip to
Malacunang for additional brief-
ing and guidelines. This s
reminiscent of the young Nazis
in Hitler's time,

It is un expensive lifestyle
the @ilipino people ure main-
taining. imagine fueling » Lear-
jet, paying for slaries of thou-
ands of securily personnel and
spending for all those posters
and streamers, just to keep
20 years of misrule forever
going?

(From page 3)

Broken

foreign debts (in US Dollars) totalled $560
milion. From 1966 to 1985, under the Marcos
regime, the Philippine foreign debt totalled $30
billion ot $30,000 million!

19. Many so<alled beneliciaries of land
reform now wanl to revert to the old tenancy
relations  with their landlords because they
cannot alford the cost of the land allotted to
them and the price of inputs necessary (o
cultivate the land properly, plus the taxes they
have to pay us landowners.

20, Meanwhile, farmers now fcar the logs of
some 14 million cavans, or 700,000 metric tons,
of rice harvest because of the 50 per cent drop in
the uuse of fertilizers in Central Luzon caused by
their high price.

The government would solve this problem by
importing some 140,000 metric tons of rice
sCommodity Ald™ from the United States. The
wald™ i actually o loan of $40 million, carrying a
two per cent interest rat¢. This rice from the US
Is expensive. Rice from China and Thailand costs
only 5170 and $175 “per ton, respectively;
whereas this rice from the US will
average of $286 per ton. Shipping Is more costly,
oo.

A related news item says it is now cheaper (o
import rice than to produce it here. Affer all the
grguments, time and money spent in favor of
IRRI's highyielding, fertilizer-dependent and
chemical-greedy tice variety, the result is that
Filipinos are now eating California rice!

Sources: IBON 165 30 Jul 85; BD 24,9, Jul;
Malaya, 5 Jul 85

21, The government has now accumulated a
wial of 335 corporations operating under {he
varlous ministries. I'acts about them

* [rom 1975 1o 1984 the government spent
P50.4 billion on subsidies und equity Infusions in
these firms. At the average of PS billion a year,
these represented 13 per cent of government

Cosl an

cash expenses and 16 per cent of revenues for
the same period.

* Equity infusion totaled P45.9 billion,
which were used to [(inance their operations
jnstead of linancing Mxed investments. No
dividends have ever been pakd out of them
despite all the amounts given them.

* Nearly hall of subsidies went (o five
corporations:  the  Philippine.  National Oil
Company (PNOC), Fenilizer and Pesticides
Authority (FPA), National Irrigation Admini
tion (NIA), Natlonal Food Authority (NF
and the Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA).

* Six corporations recelved 70 per cent or
P30,7 billion of total equity wansfers: the
Nationul Power Corporation (NPC), PilS
billion; Development Bank of the Philippines
(DBP), P73 billion; Natlonsl Developmen:
Company (NDC), P3.8 billion: Nationa!
frrigation  Administration (NIA), PL6 bilwon:
Nutlonal Electrification Administration (NEA
P1.8 billlon; and the PNB. I'1.7 billion.

* Government  (inancial
corded 4 three per cenl annual rate ol profir
while non-financial corporations posted a six pet
cent rate. NEDAs standard rate of profit for all
government  projects s 15 per wcent. The
commercial rate of interest for the period was 13
per cenl

carporal

* In 1984, the |18 corpormtions audited by
the COA" repistered a totul loss of P2.6 billion.
Among the biggest lossers were the DBP, I'6.6
billion: PNB, P1.1 billion, and the NASUTRA
P594 million. Finally, these corporalions serve as
s source of big income lor cabinet members,
military officers, and relatives ol high public
officials, In a listing made by the COA, 39
persons are board directors in 10 or mare
companles while 32 hold live to 9 board
memberships cach, Tupping the list is Energy
Minister Geronimo Velasco who sits in the board
of 43 government firms

A dozen assemblymen alsa sit In the board
of government corporations in violation of
Article VI, Section 10 of the 1973 consti
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mtion which prohibits members of parliament
except the Prime Minister and cabinet mem bers
from sitting in the boards of governmen! corpo
rations.

These corporations are scatterud among the
various ministries as (ollows

Office of the President, 37, Ministry ol
Human Settlements, 73; Nationa! Economic and
Development Authority, 98; Ministry of Trade
and Industry, 52: Ministry of Enemy, 39
Ministry of Transportation &nd Communications
11: Min;siry of Tournsm, 18; and Minstry of
Agranan Reform, 17
Sources. Summary
govemmont
Philippin
Mar 85

29

Repor
COrparal o {V8
Commission an Réorganization,
IBON Facts & Figures, 31 Dec.
vier incurring a debt of $2.1 billion o
scquisition and installaticn of fhe
in Morong, Bataan, Eoorgy Minister
idmits thet the plant is no longer
know |

i COA il

ol

inance Lhe
muclear pla
Greronimo now
necded b - Tnally daw ned
upon th Tl ooy o
Ike peothermal, hydro goul "
discovered and found 1
epctey. Which was what
ull along and

s long

Whnt s 16
gy already been st up? And how sbout the
payment o the huge loan? In lnterest charges
done, the Philipping govermment has already
paid $800-million. With that money Velusco
further admits, the government could have built
n geothermal plant with an 800 megawatl
capacity as ugainst the nucleas plant's 620
mepawalls,

As early as February 22,1984, Velusco, In an
interview described the plant as really a losing
venture, and u very expensive source of pawer. 1t
was also so highly priced that former Minister
Vicente Paterno said that with the price that the
governmen! was paying for i It could have
acquired two new plants of the same capacity
elsewhero, Knowing all these (acts, it is u source

energy

beven
licaper as o8 ol
knew
clasco about o

verybod

ye done with e plant now thut it

of great wonder why Velasco, and [or that
matter Mr. Marcos, proceeded with the purchase.
Meanwhile, presidential crony and relative
Herminio Disind who Is rumored to have gotten a
multi-m@lion dollar commission for elinching the
deal, also gut the subcontract lor the plant’s
construction a8 well as the insurance [or the
nuclear reactor,
Sources: The Ingulrer, 16 Jan 85; Merro Manila
Times, 2 Feb 84; Issuer with Tears, by Letizia
R. Constanrino, Vol I i

23. The 1986 budge! appropristion for
military expenses totals PE.) billion, an amount
lurger than the government budgel outlays for
1 countty's health program (Ministry  of
Heulth) and the producdon of food (Ministry of
Agriculture and Food) put together,

Conclusion

Aimid Forces ol the

Mulippines

Expenditures
ar {excluding US aid)
1972

1985

J00 person P

274 304 persons

H00 milllon
B 100 milion
Organizational Breakdown Reserve Forees
70,000 persons
%000 i
Ait Furce 16 800 person

Army 96 000 persons
Mavy  LE.000 persons
Alr Farce 16,000

MNavy

Constabulary 43 500 "
aramilltary 4 Fotal
CHDF
INP

1 24 (MK

P S0
51,000

OfTicers
Rank & File = 260300
Ratio = |86
Do the above-mentioned f{acts und (gures
sound like a nightmarish chapter from Ripley’s
“Belleve 1t Or Not'? The horrendous statistics
given In this article are true and known facts
actually t from the dark pages of Philippine
History encompassng the last two decades

14,000
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What, another ala ‘See-
True’ talk show?!

By DANNY T. VIBAS

Do we need one more
TV talk show [eaturing not
ho-hum panel interviews ol
movie reporters with movi
stars but most of the time
hostile, scripted or un, con
frontations between the two
groups?

Maybe we don't, but as
far as Channel 13 is con-
cerned, we do, and wvery
badly, too, it seems. That
station at the Marcos crony
owned by (ambassador-busi.
nessman  Roberto S, Bene-
dicto, to be precise) Broad-
cast City lost itstop-rating
talk  show, See-True, 1o
Channel 7 (also crony-own-
ed, of course, just like most
multi-million business ouf-
fits in the country) and
thus had to come up with
one. For sure, Channel
13's intention is not just
to show Inday Badiday
(aka. Ate Louds, whose
real name is LourdesJime-
nez-Carvajal, sister to the
highly politicized journalist,

Letty  Tinenez-Magsanoc:
and  davghter  to  former
Philippine  ambassador  to
South Korea. Nicanor Jime-
nez) that she is very much
replaceable, but also to make
sure that It earns the same

amount ol money from the
Thursday 7 1o 0 pm
lot vacated by Ioday

Vhus, last Jan. 23, Chan-
nel 13 premiwcred. Scoop with
mewie reporterd Bov O DeGuia
and Ll 8 ux hosts. The
malden  pics i 0 WA
lived up u now Tl b
by featunng on its pamel ol
puests  twao stars whio  avoid
-;n:nnp on such panel in o vory
wime  Wway  all  of us avoid
the discase AIDS: Hilda ko
ronel and Alma Moreno, The
rare  tumes  hoth  stars. weére
sean In Sce-True Belore were
wetually  wn tape, meanming o
was Inday  whe bothered to
bring lhwersell and  ber  crew

to whercever i was thar enther

stars wanted o be filmed
Also, both stars agreed to be
taped by Inday only us par
of a soon-lo-beshown  movie
which they thus have to pro-
moie, In  shart. their See-

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIP-
PINES, REGIONAL TRIAL
COURT, NATIONAL CAPITAL
JUDICIAL REGION, PASIG,
METRO-MANILA, BRANCH
cLX (162)

IN THE MATTER OF THE

ADOPTION OF THE MINOR
MARIA A, PINGOY,

CASE NO. 528+

CONSUELO P,  BUNAG,
Petitionar.

MNOTICE OF HEARING

A varifled poetition dated
Decomber 2, 1985 has been
presented in this Court by
petitioner through counsel that
judgment be rendered to the
affect that henceforth, the chiid
MARIA A, PINGOY, ba fresd

from all legal obligations of
I e and
with respect to her natural

parent, and be, to all legal In-
tents and purposes, the child

Manila on February 10, 1986 at
8:30 aom ., at which place, date
and hour aloresaid, all in-
terested persons are hereby
clted to appear and show cause,
It any they have why the sala
petition should nol be granted.

Let this notice be published
at the expense of tha petitioner
In "WE-FORUM', & newspaper
of general circulation In the
province of Rizal ana Metro-
Manila once a week for three (3)
consecutive weeks and a copy of
this notlce together with the
copy of the petition be served
upon tha Office of the Solicitor
Ganaral, Makati, Metro-Manila
and the Social Worker of this
Court, The latter |s hereby
directed to submit a Social
Case Study of the minor and
the petitionar are to submit
a report and recommaendation
within one {1} weok bafore the
date of the scheduled hearing.

WITNESS the HOMN. RIZA-

1 the petitione LINA BONIFACIO VERA,
o atitioner. his 6th
. Judge of this Court th
WHEREFORE, notice Is day of January, 1986 at Pasig,
hereby glven that the said Metro-Manila
patition wlil ba heard by this el . .
GRACE 5. BELVIS
Court sitting al tha Second Acting Clork of Coirt
Floor, Hall of Justice, Capl g
tol Compound, Pasig, Metro- Jan. 14,21, 28, 1986
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIP- clted Lo appear ana snow causs,
PINES. REGIONAL TRIAL I lhey ave any, why this
COURT, NATIONAL CAPITAL ould nol po granted.

JUDICIAL REGION, BRANCH
LXXXVI, QUEZON CITY

IN THE MATTER. OF THE
ADOPTION  GF CAROLINE
n 5 HAMIREZ AND
STEPHANIE MARIE 5. RAMI
REZ, BOTH MINORS.

5P, PROC. NO, G-46791
ROSARIO A, RAMIREZ,

Patltioner

B o o

ORDER

A vorlfied petition was flled
with thls Court on Decembar
27, 1985, by Rosario A,
Ramirez, praying that after dus
notlce, publication and nnarinqz
CAROLINE ANN 5. HAMIRE
and STEPHANIE 5, RAMIREZ
be declared har childran by
adoption,

MNotlce g hereby glven that
this petition will be heard b
this Court, sitting at_the Gt
Floor of the New City Hall
@Bullding, on February 19, 1986
at 8:30 In the marning, at which
place, date and time aforesald,
#il interested persons are hereby

petition §
Lot & caopy of this Order be

publishad the oxponse of
the patil 1ca 3 weak for
threa (3) itive weeks In
the "WE a newspapar

of gane culation chosen in

’ ted on January 7,
1986,

And al pl coples of this

order, with the patl

1 ihe Offlice of

Goneral and the

A the  Ministry of

Safvices  and Davalop:

Tha latter Is  hereby

directed {2 conduct a soclal cass
study. on Lhe patitionar the
minors sought to be adopled
and submit Its reporl balore tha
hearing stated above. Furthar
thelr represontative |5 directe
to be present on the date and
time of hearing.

SO ORDERED.

Quezron Clly, January 8,
1986.

ANTONIO P. SOLANO
Judge

Jan, 21, 28, Feb, 4, 1986
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INDAY BADIDAY

True

A

were promo
appearances. nol guest appear
ances, as, they did

Boy Lolita siid they
practically  had  to drag

awuy lrom her sickbed,
Karoncl been
laving Tt of bad health due o
a belatedly-discovered congent
Hal heart deteet, Hilda couldn’t
sy no 1o both new talk show
but more especially o
Boy who was among her Tirst

| ppearunes
n Scoop.
i
{11

Hilda

since Lu lhas

losts

PR when she was  hesell
new i showbiz, Hilda is actual-
Iy as close to Boy in almost

the same way she bs (o director
Lino  MBrocka to whim  she
was  onee o signature  star
Ihe panel guesting of moral-
ist-vendor Polly Cayetano may
also  be considered a  woop
because it was her first  time
to  puest In an  out-and-out
movie talk show (for she has
actually guested in Julie Yap
Daza’s Tell the People, along
with  Rey de la Cruz  who
walked out of the show be-
cause Cayetano called him an
unprintable name on the air).
Cavetano was invited o Scoop,
1o be questioned snew about
her child exploitation court
case apainst Rey with Rey's
protegee, Lala Montelibano, as
the subject of the charges

Corrupt, tamad

| propose a moratorium on criticizing other
faiths It seems treasonous that this God of
Jove will spuw n believers who cast aspersion on
others.

Love should top the list of Gospel values
umong Christians,

The first rule on Ecumenism made by the
Vatican Council 11 is to ban words that hurt
other faiths,

But the way some secis behave, unless they
can hurt Catholics, they're not happy.

LR BN

One eye to another
betwoen us that smells!

One toe to another, There's a heel behind
us!

there's something

aRENan
The Nude ward at the Phil. Mental
Hospital has been abolished, Fr. Charlie Prass,
OMI told me
Well, there goes the only nudist colony in
the Philippines
Sign in an eatery in San
Pampanga: "lturo ma, iluto ko!™
I was tempted to point to the good dooking
cashier in the office,
L L RN
Angry wile to husband: “If you don't stop
drinking, I'll leave you!"
Husband: “'I'll drink to that!"
Radio Veritas' prime objective this year
1986 is: “Unity in Christ!™
I wish other religious groups will be invited
to bring the idea to practical application.
Sectarianism s a real obstacle. Each group
tries to conyert the others. As if quantity is
the most important factor in religion, not
quality.

Femando,

TR Y

The Chrstian Church was bom  in
adversity. Its founder was nailed (o the Cross.

Ten pagan emperors tried to erase the
Christians (rom the face of the earth,
They used every possible means 1o

succeed: brute force, lies, calumny, the entire
machinery of government, They failed.

One emperor, Julian the apostate, lelled in
battle, threw his blood up against the heavens
and exclamed: “You've conquered, Gali-
lean!™

A couple retumned home recently after a
night out and found 2 note on the table from
their 9-yearold. The note read, “Please wake
me up when you get home.”

JOKE ONLY ,

FR. BEN A
CARREON,

oMl

The parents complied with the request and
asked the kad, “What do you want?"

Sald the boy: "l wanted you to iron my
shirt for school tomorrow.”

“Well,” said the befuddied parents, “why
didn't you put all that in your note?™

| would have,™ answered the slecpy-eyed
lad, “but 1 couldn’t spell iron,”

LR R N BN ]

The word “budget” comes from the ['rench
word “bougette”™ - which means a sinall bag,
which the taxpayer is left holding

Definition of an underwear fashion show:
“Briefl encounter!”

LB RN BN

Sign at a sweet comer in Balanga, Bataan:

“Bawal ang Corrupt at tamad sa Balanga."

But across the street, In front of the
government office: "Kay Marcos at Tolentino
kami"™

Who's kidding who?

Mons. Severino Pelayo was ordained bishop
recently, He was Pres. Marcos'  retreat
master for 3 consecutive yeam. | understand
he was liked by the First Couple for not
preaching anything that would have hurt their
feelings.

So, he must be a good preacher-diplomat.
But a stinking prophet!

L

A woman's libber demonstrating outside a
deparment store cried: “Free Women, Free
Women. "

A male passerby cried back: “Marvelous!
Do you deliver?"

L B N

A tough manager who caught an  employe
reading a newspaper on office time barked:
“When you get to the ‘Help Wanted' : section
start making notes!™

LR L]

A woman applying for a job listed June 12
as her birthday. The boss asked: “What year?™

“Every year," she said!

dated Februory |
NELSON B

in favor ol

1983

which the National Homo
acquired undor a Purchase of
d

psgignon  HOME

the Regional Trial Cowt of

Aepublic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
Makati, Metro Manila
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
& EX-OFICIO SHERIFF

NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE SALE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, AS
AMENDED BY ACT 4118 AND IMPLEMENTED BY AD-
MINISTRATIVE ORDER NO, 3 DATED OCTOBER 19, 1984
OF THE SUPREME COURT

Pursuant to the terms ol the Deed ol Real Estate Mortgage
oxecuted by
LECENADA and VICTORIA D. LUCENADA,
Maortgages CHINA BANKING
Mortgage
Loan and Mortgage Contract
od Feb, 10, 1984 and subsequently assigned to Mungoqanf
FINANCING CORPORATION, by virtue of
the Deed of Asgipnment dated Aprll 17, 1984, 1o satisfy the
mortgage  Indebisdness amounting 1o P227,093.01 PESOS, In
Philippine currancy as ol Ovecember 1985, including interest,
panalty, attorney's lees and other.charges together with all law-
ful lees and expenses of foreclosure sale, the Executive Judge of
Makati, Metro Manila thru the
undorgigned  Clagk of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff of Maksti,
MM, hereby announces that on March 26, 1986 at 10:00 o'clock
in tha morning or soon thereafter, in front of the Main Entrance
of the Municipal Building of Paranaque, Metro Manile, he and/or
the deputy sherifl incharge, will sell at public suction to the
highest bidder and for cash, in Philippine currency the following

loss.”

Interested parties are enjoined to

deschibsd Teal property with sl its improvements, to wit:
“TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 62000
REGISTRY OF DEEDS OF PASAY CITY

“fA parcel of land (Lot 11, Blk. 3 of the cons, subd. plan
Pc3-04-00829, being a portion of the cons. of Lot 4222-E1, &
Lot 422.E-2, (LAC) Psd-303915, (LAC) Rec. No. N-26882),
situated In the Bo, of Ibayo (now Moonwalk), Mun. of Parana-
que, Metro Manila, Island of Luzon. x x x Contalning an area of
TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY (280) SQUARE METERS, more or

investigate for themsslves

tha title to tho real property end encumbrances tharean, if any

thore be,
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Underpaid, harassed, exploited...

Already tired of pursuing their P3,000 basic

“pay demand, being made privy to violations of
the Omnibus Flection Code and continually
‘harassed in connection with the Feb. 7 snap poll,
the teachers are now fighting back in a way that
would really upset Mr, Marcos' game plan: that
of threatening to go on mass leave or walk-out
immediately preceding or even on election day
itself.

Raul Segovis, chalrman of the militam
Alllance of Concerned Teachers (ACT), said
serving 28 poll clerks and chalmmen  durin
electlon sre non-teaching lunctions. et atens,
“It any teacher gots hurt or is shot, snd there |
no immediate and
government, we will coll lor pbandenment of the
precincts on election diy. -

According to Okc
Samalian ng mga Gu
Paaralan (SAGUPA
Manila Publle School
(MPSTA), “to =
capacity b & «itiz
walkout would be considered
decides.” According 1o Pascual, out of 357,000
teachers all over the couniry 200,000
were deputized by the Commission on Elettion

wdequate actinn from the

Pascual, chairm

Muhaba af Matuas na

tive,™ HHence, °

Il everybody so

about

(COMELEC) for poll duty. He, however, was not
among them as he refused to serve as poll clerk
during the 1984 Batasang Pambansa elections
which he boycotied,

The teochers deputized by the COMELEC
have responsibilitics which do not cease after
registmtion of voters and even on election day
itself. Their election tasks may continue until
they have delivered the ballot boxes and electior
paraphernalia to the COMELEC centers in th
town or ¢lty centers In the ions, particulurly
in the barrdos the tum-over may take by fony o
three days.

Already, some public school teachers fron

city of Caloocan have glver

¥ would mithite o mass leave o

pes action A their ¢

fdicutions 1
apomic i
pay is the hure*
in 1 int demand
Allonee ¢ Co
o Ihe
Along |
P3.500 basic tur
and

=feaciin

hool system.

Lember, will
ior
aniversties and [l '\I'III

support  personnel (- the publi

HOREIRI .

...teachers cite sins of Marcos

The country’s 357,000
teachers may still be de-

ciding whether they will Raul

dorsing any candidate in the
Feb, 7 polls,” says chalrman
Segovia, “but it s

Segoviz suid; “We
demonding for complen:
dem ilitarization of the paolls by

requiring the military Lo stay In

therefone

The government, however, branded the
teachers' demands a¢ “unreasonable and irres
ponsible.” It then filed administrative charges
sgainst 49 teacher loaders and threatened to do
so ogainst 4,000 others. The government also
claimed that (he ranks o militant teachers are
festered with “agitators” and “subversives,”

According to ACT, the P3,000 basic pay the
teachers are demanding bs equivalent to the P216

c pay that the public school teachers received
In 1966, From 1972 to 1983, 1he cumulative
inflation is 311 per cent. in 1954, inilation rato
limbed o 50 percunt. Al the mflation
t s slightly Ixlow 20 pe nt. But the

E o) per vent

o 111000, Thi

yresent

nment
ernational
1 that the

Iwiys
iy

Fund. Tk
vermment employes sl
he infatlon rate, Kleall 10 pee
maximum.
In wdditton fo the
they have 3

pay  pinblems
been deputized STV
snap poll. This

o fors § iy

luaehers

P ominy
seasonal Tole « given
rise 1o teports ol harassment and intimidation
from over-zealous ugents of politicians,

The lirst reported case was thal of Mary Jane
Cubrera, o leacher atl the Dongoio Elementary
School In Parmnaque who served as poll clerk
during the Dec. 28-29 voters' registration days.
Cabrera was boxed in the cars by & councilman
who insisted that some volers be repistered even
after official closing time.

Asgide from this incident, the tenchers’ sector
has also been in receipt of bribes, which have
been doled out by no less than Education
Minister Jaime C. Luya. Minister Laya, however,
said that the money and material dole-outs which
he gave the teschiers in three separate occasions
were “gifts” and not bribes However, according
to Raul Segovia, ACT chairperson, “the
Christmas scason happens 1w be within the
election period where these acts are prohibited
by the Election Code.”

The ACT chafrperson said that the Minister's
st violated three electionselated laws, BP 881,
the Omnibus Election Code (Sec. 94 of which
states that it is unlawiul to receive or solicit any
contribution from entities that have dealings
with povernment and sec. 97 which prohibits

systematically testructured
reatiented  the country’s
cational  system 1o

ds ol American

and
odu-

"*These
in Ahe impr
wrve the

tmperial-

lextbooks
onable

swhoolchildren sucl false values

valelng funds for an election campaign) and PD
46 whereby it Is unlawful for any public official
to receive pifts on any occasion “including
Chrisimas i it is given for  reason of his official
post tion,"

Liespite these le restrictions, the bribes ar
still pouring in. The latest report is that severyl
principals fnstrumental in the distribution o
bribe money given to ubout 750 public schiool
teachers will serwe as poll clerks and
chulrmen durging the coming election

Ilie money ranging from F200 10 P10.000 wa
supposed
Preswlent

scliouls

who

oends ol
the different
und o Mr
nselves ” a

i have come [rom
Marcos" broughy 1o
cartaln Mr,

horbson  all v

Faderun
representing
ol fic tlie Ministry of Educanon, Cuolt
and A the M L T
Agriculiure

the MECS.
Recently,

vith ih e detatled
witl
cacherlenders coming fram
MEC Districe 1V
. L oguiy
y Trom

iy and
wore picked T
residences by KHL ward leadors

s livedn “'seminar where instruciy

arding

tend
RIvED

¢ “follow-up™ ol
bribe mic

wWe teachers
getti

Come principals,. who luve bribe
money for distribution to their teachers, have
required the latter 1o slgn alter their names,
indicating the -amount recaved, in order to
relievie themselves (rom possible accusations thal
they pockeled the money, About 24 other
principals refused 1o distribute the money and
this was in the areas where the teacher-leaders
were  supposed the distribution in the
eompany of Paderon and Borbon., Principals
normally get P1,000 each plus one sack of rice
and other items

S0 assailed were the teachers' sensitivitics and
sensibilities that they have decided to donate
theit bribe money to the Tanggol Karapatan
(TAPAT), u coalition of more than 40
cause-oriented organizationscoccently launched to
monitor and expose Mmaud and terrorism in the
coming clection.

Fnrique Torres, director of the Teacher
Center of the Philippines, articulates what every
teacher must be sving by now: "We do not need
“gifts” or bribes from the MECS or politicians,
What we need are our rightful salary adjustments,
with or without an election.” (Nora Gamolo)

reccived

to do

By CARLOS
HIDALGO

I'he heavy
private
Marcos

wxation mposed
schools by the
Segovia
noted, has brought several

inculcal
minds on
governmenlt

boycott or cast their ballots
in the Feb, 7 special polls,
but an increasing number of
their colleagues are now
crying: “Sobra na! Tama
na! Palitan na!”

And they may not even
e voting for opposition
presidential bet Corazon C,
Aquino. It’s just, they say,
that the 20-year adminis-
tration ol President Marcos
has brought untold suffer-
ings among their ranks,

I'he militant Alliance of
Concerned Teachers s re-
serving  to  lts individual
members the final decision,
whether to vole or boycotl.

“The ACT is not en-
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joining hands with our peo-
ple in putting un end to the
present order.”

He urged ACT members 1o
be filly aware of the sgn-
ficance of the February political
[0 (W that
“their action serves 1o promote
weachers’ democratic rights and
national sovereignty.

and 1o be sure

The wacher group is hoping
1o vccupy an ample portion in
the political stage, thal is, 1o use
the election campaign period to
pursue M 26-point demands
mised in thelr mass actions lust
September, especially the de-
mangd u PA,000 basic montli-
Iy pay.
o wdditlon, we are pressing
mpl and
o fon teachers who will
serve I thie polls and guarantees
for the sccunty of their lives,”

cqupie com-

their birracks and disarmiing th
notorlous  Civilian Die-
fense l'orces."

Whilke he may not be cn-
dorsing any candidate lor the
coming polls, Segovia s only
too willing to list down the
“sins" of the Marcos govern-
ment o teachers and the edu-
cational system in general,

Segovia  said  the  worst
wrongdoing committed by (he
Marcos government i the mis-
orentation of Philippine edu-
cation, and making {1 an instrus
ment in perpetuating  the
stranglehold  of  the  United
States om the country’s
nom y and palines,

"Mirougeh  the
more Uian S200 wiilion in such
schomes as the Progmm lor
Decentralized Educational Loy
clopment, the US-Mamwos dic-
tatorship  has  maossively  and

Hame

wo-

Inlusien ol

JaN. 28~ FER 3,19686

o he said.

He said the vartous US-nsti
gated programs on cducation
have resulted in, among other
things, the production of cheap
and docile manpower Lo serve
the needs of transnational coms-
panies.

Segovia cited a World Bank
wport which reveals that the
educational  system  produces
some 700,000 new entries into
the  lubor foree veur,
although the econumy 15 only
capable of giving 200,000 new
wbs cach year

The 500,000 surplus labor
ensures cheap manpower tor the
US multingtionals, Sepovia said
militiant

cach

teacher leader

the piiempts (o
the LT
oo de iiideen throuph
testhook

he
wiso  noted
misonent
Fillping s
issisioed

values  of

EAEn
projects.

« the need for foreign investors
to pursue national development
goals and also blind obedience
by telling them that the First
Couple |5 the ‘Ama at Inp ng
Bagong  Lipunan,' Sepovia
said,

He sald the cconomic
witelh Is a resull of the severe
impositions of the International
Monetory FundWorld Bank on
the government, has bore down
heavily on the purchasing power
ol the leacher

He said
tepliary

Tists,

stule wnd private
lave also sui-
fered because of these financial
dithiculbies Fhes
education program ol the Astan
Development  Bank

loans  are

whools
angineot ing

wlw i
granted (o
wme 10 schools resulted
noinercased 1hat
parenis ol studenis huave to pul
up with, he said

foneign
liahe

tuition

fees

of these institutions 1o the brink
ol collupee

The Murcos administiution,
e  said, has also Talled 10
implement the provisions of the
Magna  Cata Teachers,
which guarantee thelr rights to
swek for better pay and in-
creased benefiis

for

and redress ol
their valied yrievances

Instead, the povernment hus
imposed  harsh punishments
against teachers who inerely ask
tlut thelr pay be maode decont,
Sepovia said
“And as 7 all thes

comumilted  ggsinst
nod enoagh

scriouy
the
thiy
during the
ittempl 0
andd ask u
prople

ur lives, ™

S
tean liers
will
election
subver

W
came us
period
i ntegrily
for  the
brought sullerings Lo
Sepovia remarked,

o sole who




Fillpinos on Pinoys

How are doctors regarded by their patients?

From time to time, WEForum will present views on different aspects of Philip-
pine life. The following opinions were culled from interviews by Girlie Hubilla,

he Filipino is always the

result of many influences

and, because of this, he

sometimes loses his real
identity. Gusto niyang maging Pili-
pino but the forces of clrcums
tances pull hum at the other end.
This {s true now under the present
economic condition when doctors
would rather leave their country,
serve other nationals and leave his
countrymen to save himself. However, Filipinos are in gen-
eral ma-abilidad. | can prove that. ln many government hos
pitals where there is a lack of hospital equipment and facili
ties, doctors are forced to be resourceful and ingenious
Kahit paanong paraan, gagawin, matuhay lang ang pas
vente, Patients, on the other hand, are resilient too, — ma-
pogtiis, pagsisikapang magtipid sa ibune bagay para maka-
<jpon ng pambil ng gamot, Patients, evon the poorest, really
{ind ways and flo save thelr relatives fron
When we pe s really fight to the [ast.

means death

lave ple, w

L'r, Amancio Angustis
Head, Surgery Department
Quezon City General Hospital

flipinos are exceptionally
friendly. Even after the
freatment of the patient, &
good relationship is
ilready established between
doctor and the patient. Patients
generally have high regard for doc-
tors and usually when they come
to you they become ‘madaingin’
and he will muke you feel that he is
really from his apilment
and you have to treat him immediately. There is.however.a
growing consciousness about medicine and approaching the
Aght doctors amang Fllipinos today, They know wh
ypproach when it's  children’s diseascs, when it is women's
liseases. This is probably o
trying to Le released from the
v hich are ininncal to the generul |u.J|I|

suffering

om Lo

)5 NOow

are

[, Danilo Tuszon, QCGH

ilipino patients have a spe-
cial kind of faith, Some
times they have a very
high regard for doctors
that they blindly submit themselves
for any evaluation or decisions
without questions or doubls. Most
often, too, they get relieved or re-
cover with the mere sight of his
particular doctor. Many Filipino
patients, however, especially the '
poor ones, when given specinl treatment are grateful. If
they cannot pay you in pesos they will always try to ex-
tend grotitude in whatever way they could. This is most
common in provinces and rural areas
Dra, Rosaling Nazal-Ocampo
General Practitioner
Sampaloc, Manils

‘Spare tire’ allergy

(From page6 )

VT i & uallestiog
\ 180 Of pesmangnt dli- and y e Preaident
ubllity, death, removal, from office  wnd may be removed from oilice
ot rethgnation of the President, the 0 the same manner as the President
Vice-Preslident shall become the as provided in Asticle XI1I, Section2
President to scrve tne unexpired of this Comstimton™ The vice
term, The Batasang Pambanss shall president “may also be uppointed

as a member of the Cabang
may be
Prime Minisic:

fom

v controversial provision i that
¢ President ey all wlao

I.‘n\rJ n

[ po et [or :I t i d

which the poople have voted in party he of \hl miyl |lh vy Ju.-p;
the elections, That is the bask rea: to register a Presence mare re-
son for this provision. And of assiring and asertive than a sparo
course, wo also have the stustion tire?

hey cannot really drive

away that ningas cogon at-

titude, In my job, for ex-

ample, n patient will not
come to the doctor unless he s in a
serious condition, Then if the pa-
tient dies he blames the doctor, say-
ing he is not competent, that he did
not doall that he can, etc. Mafiana
habit is another thing We delay
things that can be done today We
always extend our siesta time, In many gavem.rnenl insth
tutions like our hospital, (QUGH), we don't observe punc-
tuality, We always come late A Filipino patient, on the
other hand, seldom follows doctors’ prescription. As soan
as the symptoms of his ailments disappear after taking
the initial dose of medicine, he stops the medication, We
attribute this to lgnorance, sometimes, to hard-headedness
and, usually, to the economic crisis that is plaguing the
country, It is good that the young generation is trving {
pul 4 stop to all the traits but and w
need constant follow-up

12 process is so slow

Ricurdo Cost

Head, Medicul Ancillary Departmen

IpINoOs retdln

practices (o

They tre

selves  lirst

They

ollowing the prescription

neighbor who is not a d¢

who probably got cured when sub-

mitted to such medicines. Filipinos

are gayu-gaya, or sometimes, we can

call this a special beliel and faith J

In a friend. Sometimes, this is also due to economic reasons

Many patients are poor enough that they take chances
? :d by what their relatives prescribe. And onc

1) the sympt they bemn telling th

2t this part £ e iedn 4 good io1

imen Lany pallenls are exceptiona

When yo they a

rou what 118 ontents are, et 4

1nid vithout

uents, however, lack health Kne

exceptionally confident

health and hyglene

Lie 1

dicauon

W
they

cone Lo you

ATy
wr that

- cX
curious, too

1edicrr
Us 5 under c;
some conge upino pa-
y they are

wh Fnow aboul

Jn

Dra. Alfreds Luna-Hernandez
General Practitioner
Snul}'lsits;". Manila

Filipinos |

ther
20 visLl thel Jd most ol ten
patients have ched

that many Fillp

ritical condi
s lack laith in
other

— Dr. Arellano So
Chief of Clinics
Ospital ng Maynils
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12 Medal of Honor:
Award for courage

Two awurdees of the Fer
nando Ma. Guerrero Medal of
Honor for herolc leadesship in
the struggle for freedom, human
rights, Justice and democracy
have been falsely accused by the
Marcos regime for  activities
that have not only allegedly im-
peded Marcos' so-called figh
minst ¢© nist gency
but alto, he claims, have
accounted for the increase in
numbers of the subversive New
People’s Army and communists.

The awmdees, Sen. Benigno
(Ninoy) Aquino and Jose G.
PBurgos, Jr. suffered incarccra-
tion, among other penalties, for
their  fight for freedom and
luman rights and justice. Ninoy
Aquino himsell was Uguidated
in 1983 under mysterious cir-
cumstances in broad daylight,
under tight vigilance by the
supposed military  secunty
puards, and in the view of at
least 4,000 pairs of human
eves ut the MIA,

In 13 years since its or-
panization, the Fernando Ma,
Ciuerrero  l'oundation, Inc. has
awarded Its coveted Medal of
HNonot to only two outstanding
I'ilipinos, so far, Ninoy Aquino,
@ posthumous award in 1984
and Josc Burgos, Jr. last year,

BURGOS

By VIC BARRANCO

The special award is the
highlight of the inter-university
contest in declamation of Spa-
nish poetry where Guerrero me-
dals are given to the fust three
winners.

The contest has been a high-
light of the cultural activities of
the Filipino and Spanish com-
munities of the Philippines in
conjunction with the observance
of Columbus Day throughout
the Hispanic world, Including
the United States of America
where Columbus Day, Oct, 12,
has been declared a  legal holi-
day in most states of the Umon.

The first medal ever awarded
which went to Ninoy Aquino,
was received by Mrs. Corazon
C. Aquino, the senator’s widow,
from Chief Justice Roberio
Concepeion, chairman of the
Board of Trustees of the Guer-
rero Foundation

Ihe second award last year
went to Jose G. Burgos, Jr,
publisher-president of the inde-
pendent, courageous Malaya,
WE Forum and Masa news
papers. lronically today, the
two intransigent [fighters for
freedom, for soclal justice,
human rights, for democracy
and open society are being
sccused by the regime of Fer-

The old-tim:

Except in very poor house
holds, the batalan or bathroom
of an era gone by no longer
exists. Actually it was not a
bathroom for it was a roofless
adjunct to the kitchen, where

bers of the b hold took

dinand M. for subversion,
for communist leanings and
other acts contrary to his dic-
tatorial rule. In the case of
Ninoy Aquino, Marcos poes into
the exercise of rattling old
bones. His widow Cory, is being
glandered by Marcos as a Red.

In due time history will vindi-

cate them,

The Guerrero. Medal of
Honor covers wide fields of pub-
lic service, and heroic endeavors
because Fernando Ma. Guerrero,
after whom the foundation has
been mnamed, was @ lawyer
(summa cum lude) when he
paduated from the University
of Sto, Tomas, He was s law-
maker, municipal councilor of
Manila, and an clected mem ber
of the First National Assembly
in 1907; was carlier, a delegate
to the Malolos Congress, where
he participated prominently In
the writing of the Malolos Cons
titution of the Revolutuonary
Republic under Aguinaldo. He
was a staff member of the
underground revolu tionary
newspaper  La  Independencia
He was the prince of Filipino
lyric poets In Spanish and his
Spanish poetry In two volumes
are recognized in the interna-
tonal treasury of Spanish lte
rary works of the past and pre
sent centuries, Guerrero was s
fool soldier with the rank of
caplain, assigned as “Auditor
de Guerra” in central Luzon; he
edited several newspapers in
Spanish in the carly years of the
American regime, including El
Remacimiento, und La Opinion;
he was involved in Quezon's
struggle for  “complete and
absolute” independency of the
Philippines, as chiel of the
secretariatl of the Independence
Mission set up in the Philippine

their bath. lts floor, made of
slats of bamboo, was directly
over s muddy puddie.

Indispensable feature of the
batalan was the tspayan, & big
earthware vessel known as bur-
nay in other places of the coun
try, particularly in the north. ..
The water in the tapayan was
carried from below, up the
rickety bamboo ladder. An
accessory was the tabo, a half-
shell of the cocomut in which
the water in the tapayan was
scooped and poured on the
body. When tin cans became
common they replaced the
tabo,

Before scented toilet soup
became popular, there were Iwo
kinds of soap used in ablutions:
the sabong hilaw (“uncooked
soap™) and the sabong luto
(“‘cooked soap"). The former
was too raw for tender skins
and used more for washing
clothes rather than cleansing the
skin. These two Kinds of soap
came in small bats without any
brand name¢ and wete pur-
chased in the corner store,
along with all the olher arte
cles used in  the household

To scrape off the dut on
one's body, a rough round
stone, called pang-hilod, was
a must. Il one srubbed too
vigorously with the pang-hilod,
his skin was rubbed raw. A boy

J
MALA

would holler to high heavens
when the mother uged the
stone too vigorously.

Was there toothpaste in the
old days? Colgate, lpana. and
Pepsodent were used only in
the houses of the rich and the
upper middle class. If there
was no toothbrush, again a
luxury article, people used the
rind of betel nut, or simply
went without brushing. Some
times salted water was used for
garpling

Because there were no walls
in the batalan, bathers could
sce the prople passing outside
And the people passing by
always knew when somebody
was using the batalan because
there was much sloshing of
walter,

Callers who came barelooted
did not take the front door
but went through the baralan.
They would pour water on their
dusty feet and wipe them with
@ tag before entering the saly
or the kitchen

Hot or warm bath was a
Juxury, but if a child had to be
bathed in warm water, this
had to be heated first in the

kitchen's wood
laborious process.

As for women's hair sham-
poo, this modern product,
advertised widely today even in
rural areas, did not exist at all,
Women used the gugo or
suds-forming bark of a tree,
Women mixed the leaves of a
citrus when making the suds,
The result was sweet-smelling,
soft and pliant hair.

Tollet paper? Unheard of.
Instead, picces of newspapcrs
served the purpose. If one went
straight from the batalan to the
toilet or kasilyas, even this was
dispensed with. In some places,
the dry husk of corm was a
su bstitute,

If there is one good contri
bution of the American regime
to the Filipinos' lifestyle, I'd
say It's practice of hygiene and
wnitation. Before plumbing be-
cume generul, and due to the
difficulty of getting adequate
water, Filipinos were not as
clean before as they are now
Active childien played in the
sun and in the dust all day and
went to bed bathless, So they
stank to high heaven!

stove, a

Senate by Quezon. Guertero
was also secretary of the [first
Phillppine  Senate. Cuerrcro
founded a law school with his
uncle Dr. Luis Ma. Guerrero,
where he taught law, and one
time handled forensic law, with
Carlos P, Romulo, the first
Chairman of the Guerrero
Foundation, as one of his bril-

liamt
course.
Guerrero was also a musical
artist, the fute and the puano
being his principal in.ruments.
In view of the varwed talents
of Guerrero, the undation
trustees, headed © liief Jus-
tice Concepeion  as Chawman,
snd Magdaleno L. Petrasanta as

students in  this legal

president and founding mem ber
since 1973, when the found-
ation  was organized in con-
nection with the first centenary
of Guerrero's birth, '_ided re-
cently that the Medal of Honor
awards by 1ie Foundation will
eventually be enlurged in scope
to cover other areas of profes
sional fields and public service,

All poll surveys in Metro-Manila clearly

chewrs,

According

to my client, what dis

clans because

there have been incidents of

indicate a Cory-Doy victory at the margin
of 2 to 1 and more, People are, in [act, still
talking about an incident inside the cockpit
in Paranoque last Friday, January 17, 1986
when Mayor Bernabe, accompanied by Lliza-
beth Oropesa and several movie stars en-
tered the cockpit, by then flled with people
According 1o my cousin who was there, Ma-
yor HBernobe approsched Demy Flores and
asked permission to speak. When Demy gave
him the microphone, the hundreds of people
inude  started chanting *Cory-Doy, Cory
Do much o the consternation of the

Ihen when La Oropesa asked the
people 10 vote for Marcos. the shouling
was even louder for “Cory-Doy, Cory-Doy"™,
Becanse of the rebuft (rom the public, the

Murcos  pald campalgners Jelr in w huff

A stmilar ineident took place at the Sta
Ang focetrock, tight inside Mesio Yabut's
hoartlond in Maoksu, This time it was no
Jess than Imee and Tommy who went there,
campalgning for the great Hocano, But they,
oo, were rebulled by the crowd with the
chanting lor “Cory-Doy, Cory-Doy™”

A clienl ol mine just came in from Cebu
Cily, 1l¢ narrates about the visit of Imelda
1 pray to the Sto, Nino. She was met by
crowds with LABAN signs and "Cory-Doy™

twrbed Mrs, Marcos was the rain of yellow and
green confetti as her motorcade passed by and
because there was a drizzle, the yellow and
green confetti stuck to her caravan, much to
her dismay

It Is not truc that Rebecea Quijano, the
populsr “crying lady,” has asked our people
to vote for Eva Kalaw for Vice-President,
contrary 1o what the Kalaw camp has been
trying o announce. That supposed statement
of Beck. read on television by her sister who
has links with the Kalaws as Rebecca’s state-
ment, s NOT | know this because al
about 300 am., (Philippine time) last Tues-
day, Janpary 20, 1 was awgkened by an over-
seas cull Mom Rebecca herself and her sister
Clelo, disowning that supposed statement
Rebecca 1old me that, as o matter ol fact,
she was 1o go to Los Angeles on Wednesday
(US time) together with Steve Psinakis to
stiend @ fund-mising meeting of the Ninoy
Aquing Movement [or Cory and Doy She
said that It was not true that she intended to
roturn to Manila before the election because
her (mmily and even Steve Psinakis have ad:
vised her of the futllity of returning home
But she and Cielo tald me that she Is sup-
porting Cory and Doy 100 per cent and any
announcement [rum any source that she is
for Kalaw is completely unauthorzed and

frue

Rebecca Quijano for Cory-Doy
" ViewsonTs__

-~
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RAUL M.
GONZALEZ

pure canard. v is truly regrettable that the
Kalaw camp has to resort to foul 1sctics in
deluding the public about the “crying lady N
Bl such are the stange twists of politics,
after all, Fva was the (irst to raise Doy's hand
st December 11 when the Cory-Doy unity
was lorged. She even said that il Doy can
wcrifice, 20 can she''. Unfortunately a few
days thereafter, she oped 10 become o
*spoiler’. But | assure my readers that no
amount of Eva tactics can prevent a Lamrel
victory and after this election, Eva Kalaw
will be & pathetic sight in the political firma
ment, | tell you, alter February 7, 1986, EERK
will be another “crying lady™

I hope the Comelec will grant my request
to place some parts of Zambales under Come
lec, especially the Municipality of Castillejos
which s the fiefdom of the Magsaysay-Diaz

late which do not augur well for clean and
ly polls in that area, A salvaging of an
wition follower happened recently, then
1et Unido leader was almost murdered
ome policemen after mauling him about
ght, also last January 17th. Last Sun-
January 19, & big rally in the muni
ity of Masinloe was also disrupted just
i1 the time when Unido Chairman Mayor
t Deloso was about to speak when gun-
was heard nearby. 1t urned out that a
pouceman riding in a motor tricycle fired
several shots, probably to scate people away
But the people stuyed on, indications that the
seare and terroristic tactics of the regime may
no longer work
The Sandiganbayan has reset the hearings
of the contempt case against me after the
election, Surprise of surprises, Justice Blerr
venido Vera Cruz has announced that he is
(inally Inhibiting himsell' from the case, Bul
why only now? OF ¢ourse the reason is that
he Trst wanted o sit in judgment of the main
Now Justice Alconcel has been tapped
1o sit in place of Justice Vera Cruz; unfor-
tunately | had earlier filed an administrative
case in the Supreme Court against Justice Al-
concel which may not make him a “cold and
imparttal judge' in hearing the contempt
case

Cuse
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Know poll procedures, prevent cheating

The participationist who intendsto keep
his date on election day, Feb. 7, is advised
to have a restful sleep the night before and
brace himself for his historic role in the
snap poll dramaturgy.

This is the first item in the agenda for
efficlent pollwatching prepared by the
Unido Ladies (UNLAD), sccording to Dr.
Natividad Santos, who has committed
herself to guarding the sanctity of the
ballot on Feb. 7. Dr. Santos was a former
Namfrel volunteer who has vowed to
transmit her knowledge and commitment
to s greater number of concemned citizens
through a much-travelled route, poll-
watching for one party.

In an Interview, Dr, Santog discussed
and {dentified certain problem areas in the
voting, tabulation and canvassing of votes
in the snap presidential and vice-
presidential polls, which would be governed
by the recently-passed Omnibus Election
Code and Comelec general instructions
and resolutions promulgated to supplement
the Code.

The casting of votes ghall start at seven
o'clock in the moming and shafl end at three
o'clock in the aftermoon, except when there are
voters present within thirty meters in (ront of the
polling place who have not yet cast their votes, in
which case the voting shall continue but only to
allow said volers to cast their votes without
interruption.

In this case, the poll ‘clerk shall, without
delay, prepare a complete list containing the
names of the voters consecutively numbered, and
the lsted voters shall bo called to vole by
announcing each name three times in succession
in the order in which they are listed. Any voter in
the list who Is not present when his name is
called out shall not be permitied to vote.

With regard to the voting process, Dr. Santos
provides the following guidelines based on the
lsw: No person s allowed through whatever
means to discover the contents of the ballot of
mother voter who is preparing ot casting his vote

or who has just voted,

At the same time, no barangay officlal s
allowed to stay inside the voting center excepl to
vole or as a member of the Board of Election
Inspectors (BED or as watcher. No barangay
official is allowed within a radius of 50 meters
from the voting center,

Just like the bamngay ofTicials, no soldier,
peace officer or member of any strike forces,
reaction forces, special forces, home defense
units or paramilitary forces is allowed inside the
voting center and within the radius of 50 meters
from the voting center except o vote or when
the policeman or peace officer ls called by the
BEI for the protection of themselves or of the
election documents. In these situations, these
alorementioned entities are allowed to stay
within the radius of 30 meters from the polling
place.

Similarly, no [frearm or deadly weapon is
allowed inside the voting center or within 100-
meter radius from the polling place except when
anthorized by the Commission en Elections

All procoedings of the BEl must be public.
Protest and challenges must be heard and decided
mmediately by the BEL Watchers shall be
allowed to walch all the procecdings. N
campalgning, electioneering or infMuencing of
voters with or without harassment o intimida-
tion i allowed inside the voling center or within
the 30-meter radius from the voting center

When the voling process k& ongoing , all
congerned citizens on hand, poll watchers and
other Interesied parties are enjoined to keep n
watchful eye for flying voters who usually come
in groups led by someone, looking like lost or
new to the place and usually could not easily give
their names and addresses.

When the voting process is officially closed at
3 p.m., unused ballots, il there are any, should be
listed down and signed by the members of the
BEL The unused ballots are then torn half-way in
the presence of everyone in the voting center.

Counting of votes in a precinct must be done
in the smme venue, and done without delay. The
tally board or sheet and the clection rofums must
be posted in full view of the watchers and public.
The seria) number of the election return which
would be posted to indicate how the voters in s
precinct voted should match the serial number
indicated in the Certificate of Receipt carlier

gigned by the Board of Election Inspector at the
start of the voting process.

If there are excess ballots, these must be
returned into the ballot box together with the
valid ballots where they are mixed, Ballots are
drawn out publicly, the number drawn corres-
ponding to the number of excess. They should be
placed in an envelope marked excess, then sealed
and signed by the BEL

In the process of tabulating the results of the
election, the BEI chairman must assume a
position where the watchers could see and read
the contents of the ballot. The BEI chairman
must read in a loud voice the votes written on the
baflot For their part, poll watchers and
concerned spectators should watch out for these
possible offenses which can be committed by »
partisan BEI chairman: not reading a vote written
on the ballot, reading & vote other than what is
written and reading a vote where no vote is
written.

The recording of the votes, sub-total and
grand totals in both the election retumns and tally
sheets must be correct, Watch out for omissions,
subtraction or additon. All alterations or
corrections must be initialled by the BEL The
BEl should also take care not to deface, destroy,
lalsify of tamper with the election retums. No
alteration or correction on the election returns is
allowed aflter the proclamation of the results
unless ordered by the Commission upon the
petition of the BEL The BEl must issue a
certificate of the number of votes received by a
candidate upon request of the walchers. Watchers
are allowed to take photos of the tally sheets and
election returns.

Aflter counting of votes, the slection retums

are correctly prepared for delivery. Each of the
six copies of the election retumns must be (olded
and, gealed, then placed in their respective

lopes, which is likewise sealed and signed by
the BEL The original copy, second and (ourth
copies should be transmitted to the Election
Registrar who, in return, will transmit the
otiginal to the city or provinclal canvasser, one to
Comeles  and one (or his office. The third copy
will be deposited into the ballot box while the
fifth and sixth coples would be given to each of
the KBL and Unido representativess At this
stage, poll watchers and poll spectators must
wiatch out for possible switching or destruction
of the eleltion returns.

The ballot box containing the counted
ballots, torn unused ballots, envelopes lor marked
and excess ballots, tally sheets, a copy of the
election returns and a copy of the mindtes is
locked with the three padlocks and self-locking
metal seal by the BEL The election returns,
ballot box, and other election paraphernalia
would be deliveted to the election registrar and
treasurer. The BEI must personally deliver the
original, second and fourth copies of the clection
returns to the election regisirar together with the
voling record and ¢opy of the minutes. Possible
switching or destruction or loss of election
returns may also arise at this juncture.

The ballot box and other supplies are
delivered by the BEI personally to the city or
municipal treasurer. Switching or loss of ballot
box may occur af this point. The envelopes to the
three keys to the padlocks of the ballot box must
also be delivered scparately to the election
supervisor, treasurer and fiscal,

The election metumns are delivered by the
election registrar to the Board of Canvassers and
are canvassed. Upon canvassing, certificates of
canvass are made which are then delivered to the
Batasang Pambansa by the Board of Canvassers,
The Batasang Pambansa makes a re-canvassing,
upon which they will base their declaration on
wholwon in the snap poll If there are any
election protests, the Presidential Electoral Tri-
bunal is activated to decide on the imue. But,
then, that would be another story,

Dr. Santos and others of her kind have
vowed: “Mr, Marcos will do his worst. The least
we can do is do our best to guard the poll on
Feb. 7."

Elections

(From page 3)

installed, and sustained all
these years, because one-man
rule was the most expedient
mechanism through which

in that war in the face of
historic lessons that mas
poverty can be ecliminated

Washington,
Washington,

by Washington, produced by at
calculated to

this  point in__time,
Washington has diready per-
ceived that neither of them

directed by

age of muclesr power, com-
puter and space, this
country, notwithstanding its
cadres of westem trained
technocruts, cannot even
produce pencil and paper on
its own, manufscture the
tools and chemicals neces
mry for the growing of
rice and the baking of
bread, and the equipment
to keep hospitals operating
and traffic Lghts function-
ing.

We are the dumping
ground of foreign manu-
facturers from whom we
import  everything, [rom
needles, canned goods, pliers
apd  Mashlights to  water
pumps, tmctors, engines,
ships and aircrafls, We thall
soon be reduced to im-
porting toothpicks Because
that is the point and purpose
behind the import libore-
lization which the [IMF
insists we adopt as part of
our econamic recovery pro-
gam, It s n progam
calculated to eliminate
whatever manufactunng
capubility and industrial
entrepreneurship remain in
w

"
A natlon of 56 million

subsisting on an economy as
backward and obsolote as
ours will be in perpetual, and
ever deepening, crisis, the
mass of its population
condemned to deprivation
and hunger.

What, after all, is Negros
but the classic expression of
8 pre-dindustrial economy
overtaken by crisis, a fore-
taste of the future that can
descend on the entire nation,
Negros Is living demonstra-
tion of the price that must
be puid by a people [oolish
enough to have made a
policy of postponing the
industrial diversification of
their economy and relying
on external markets (or their
survival. It i an undiluted
example of the tragedy thai
must eventually befall an
agricultural economy.

The tragic lrony of these
eloctions ks that the con-
tending factions feel com-
pelled Lo pander to the very
colonialist forces responsible
for the nation's crisis.

What is martial law, and
the crisis It has brought
about, but the creatlon of
the US-IMF-WB Group”

The dictatorship was

US objective and IMF-WB
policies could be forced on
the country in the face of a
surging nationalist move-
ment that had conquered
public opinion in 1972,

The US was compelled to
express  Its  reservath

only- by industrialiring agri-
cultural econom jes, :
Both in fact pledge 1o
defer the country's industrial
program indefinitely, as it
has been deflerred in-
definitely since 1946, even
as they pledge to guarantee
the exi of the military

against one-man rule in 1983
only because of the discredit
heaped upon that rule by the
Aquino assassination. It was
certainly not love lor demo-
cracy and human rights that
finally moved Washington to
distance itself from the
Marcos mgime.

It was sheer oppor-
tunism, the action of one
distancing himsell from an
old and faithful but discre-
dited friend

And yel, not only the
regime but the opposition as
well pereist in courting US
support in these elections by
openly pledging adherence
to its fundamental policies
and strategic objectives, poll-
cies and objectives anta-
gonlstic to Filipino intercst.

This explains why neither
the regime nor the oppo-
sition, while pledging war
agalnst poverty, has pledged
industrislization as a weapon

bases.
They are more ¢ d

have one ending: the instal-
lation of a government that
can best execute in these
times the directives of US
economic and military im-
perialism,

The US government has
adroitly placed itself in the
position of a man pitting
two cocks against each other
to d who I the

with placating Washington
on the bases question than
modernizing the economy.
In fact they are already
commitied to sacrifice the
economy in a common
effort to placate the IMF.

In these elections, Fill-
pinos are being asked to
choose between a corrupt
executor of colonlal policles,
on one hand, and one whose
private integrity and pheno-
moenal popularity would
make her a credible executor
of those polickes, on the
ather. Only the US stands to
gain from these elections, It
was on lts call that these
elections are being held in
the first place.

In terms of lfting them
from their poverty these
elections don't offer the
masses any meaninglul
choice, It Is a play scripted

stronger, who is the more
descrving of his care. And
because it holds both mind-
less antagonists in its hands,
Washington can just as easily
tiit the contest towards an
outcome of its liking.

Or, Washington can sim-
ply decide to program both
protagonists for mutual des-
truction, and cultivate s new
protege altogether. For the
civil disturbances which
these eclections could, and
are expected, o genecrate
would surely create for US
policy the option of sponsor-
Ing and cultivating a military
pgovernment through which it
would then apply a military
solution to the problem of
IJ!“”‘:L’IIL'}',

In thelr haste to court US
support, both the regime and
the opposition shouldn't
discount the possibility that,

can effectively contain the
growing mhellion; and that
both therefore must be
programmed for eventual
elimination in order to clear
the way for a military
govemment.

The eclections are one
way of accomplishing that
objective.

In final analysis, both the
regime and the opposition
could wind up as casualties
of the (amiliar duplicity
which has always charac-
tevized America's [loreign
policy.

Wha
done?

then should be

Fist, we must rmrealize
that the forces in actual
contention for the control of
the destiny of this nation are
not the KBL and UNIDO,
not Marcos and Aquino, but
those who would preserve
this nation as a virtual
colony of the United States,
on one hand, and those who
would retrieve  for this
country its lost integrity and
independence, on the other,

(To be continued)
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SPORTS

By JIMMY CANTOR

It's hard to admit but sports has taken
a back seat due to the election fever.

People who tend tothe sports offices in
the metropolis almost always are in the
streets, shaking hands for their candidates
in the Feb, 7 snap poll.

Take the case of PBA superstars who
started showing their cage prowess in
Tondo last week as part of PBA Deputy
Commissioner Tommy Manotoc’s efforts in
getting more votes for his father-in-daw

Then, there’s Mike Keon, who joined in
by announcing & sports bash, with the likes
of Isidro del Prado and Samboy Lim as
guests, to call for more votes for his uncle.

There are some good things that might
come out of this practice; in the case of the
PBA, it will be considered as part of its
outreach program.

Confusion
reigns
in the PBA

Snail's pace could well be the apt rerm for
the goings-on in the PBA front.

As WE Forum went to press, not one of the
six participating teams in the league set to open
after the Lenten’s season, has announced a com-
plete lineup,

Of course, tha't understandable. It's an open
secret that all teams are eyeing the services of
topnotcher amateurs who may be released by the
Basketball Association of the Philippines after
the Feb. 7 election.

Newcomer Alaska Milk, for instance, has an-
nounced a sevensman lineup, bannered by two
former Ginebra San Miguel players who had
mutineered against player-coach Robert.

The rest, including Shell Azodrn and
Ginebra, are in the process of negotiations with
players of their choices. Both teams still have 10
announce a credible line-up,composedof eveneight
players.

Self-proclaimed experts, however, siid that

But the election tever, certainly, has
caused great delay in the more serious busi-
ness of planning and implementing sports
programs in the country.

[t can never be denied that all sports
meets have been converted into virtual
election rallies. And, more often than not,
the most that comes oul of such meets are
half-hearted performances by the athletes,
as compared with grand ‘shows’ by some
politicos who always take centerstage in
such gatherings.

Of course, the sports scene, just like the
political front, is a volatile battleground,
There are sporadic clashes with such figures
as Michael Keon, Jose Sering, Lito Puyat,
and lately, Col. Mariano Santiago.

True, politics should be considered re-
Jevant but the spell they've been casting
on the sporting front may not prove good
in the future.
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the teams could have thelr own sweet time
because the opening of the league has been
moved almost a month away from the peren-
nial take-off time, which usually is the first week
of March.

Then, the same experts added, insofar as the
PBA scaton will start off with a two-import
reinforced conference, there's really no need on
the part of the teams to humy, caompleting a
full, 12-man Filipino roster.

Again, this is understandable, With two
imports being paid around $3,000 to $3,500 a
month each, much will be saved if a team Just
signs up, sy, a ninesman Filipino crew, which
would undoutedly play backup to the Americans.

Ihe all-Filipino, doesn't start until after two
maonths, at least, and by that time, team manage-
ment would have had scouted around for addi-
tional local crews.

Again, homegrown pros take second fiddle
1o the Amaricans, but jaded observers said this
is the only way the PBA could survive.

CROSSWORD

DOWN
1 Military camp
in Nueva Ecija
2 Pater;
almanac
3 More destitute
4 Of the: Span.
5 What it takes
two to do
6 Having to do
with an egge
7 Flatten
9 Slur over
10 Landing ship
abbr,
12 Shoemaker's
block
16 Compass pt
17 Put new back-
ground music
LB LEskers
19 Another pres
idential hopeful
20 Kettledrum
24 lraql's foe

27 Type of uee
28 Western defense
treaty
29 Suffix: resident
30 Archaic ‘you'
32 Show-
ACROSS
1 Make loan
5 Preposition
T Gay
8 Hail!
10 A presidential
hopetul
11 Without effect
13 Rare violin
14 Nerve tissuc
15 Sudden invasions
18 Wood somel
21 Compass pt
22 Macerate
23 Sarcastic Mterary
works
25 Winglike
26 Another pres-

By RENE MARCIANO

33 Ashy

34 Very angry
35 Chinese mile
36 Cipher

jdential hopeiul
31 Austrian rives
32 Salt of boric acid

' L} ] [ ] L]

(Solution next week)

KEON

MANOTOC

SPORTS TAKE A BACK SEAT |

Mga superstar sa kampo ng diktador

AINIT, lumiligwak
na'ng pagsubo ng pa-
kulong eleks'yon

nitong bandidong rehimeng
diktador, tso.

Nand'yan ang mga hokus-
pokus sa pagpaparchistro pa
lang ng bagong mga botante,
Gaano na'ng bilang ng Mying
volers na parang sangkater-
bang multo al aswang na
nagmilugrong mapasama sa
listahan ng mga dapat
bumoto sa nalalapit nang
bolahan ng elek'syon? At
ilan na'ng nakatikim ng
gulpi, pananakot at iba pang
pormang kurahssan, Kung
*‘di man nadedbol, dahil sa
sigalot at alitang merong
kinalaman sa ribalan ng
dalawang Kampong nag-aa-
gawan sa boto al bendis
yon ng sambayanan?

Sabihin  pa, s rangya-
yaring madugo at mala-
gim na labanang Pilipino
kontra kapatid na Pilipino,
sobrang dehado'ng pangka-
tin ng mga nag-aam bisyong
malagay sa trono ng Kapang-
yarthan, Sa mga dalawam-
pung taong puglulubalob sa
poder ng kamp'yong dik-
tador at ngkanyangmga ali-
puris at amuyong, matibay
at epektibong nailatag nila
sa lahat ng dako nitong
ating bayang api al pinog-
sasamantalahan  ang maki-
naryang sa palagay nila e
sisiguro sa kanilang pagha-
hari habang ang ‘Pinay ¢
‘Pinas

Meron na silang datong €
nag-limprenta  pa  sila ng
ganbundok na k'wartang pan-
supalpal s mga umaalma
at gusiong pamamg s
kabila. Howak nila'ng mass
medin.  Segun sa
komentarista  sa  radyo,
kakampi rin nila pati =i
Pareng Jess at mga poon sa
kalangitan, Higit sa lshat,

‘sang

-

AVE PEREZ
JAar0s

kahit merong ilang imper-
yalistang Kano na sumusu-
porta sa ambisyon ng mga
wala sa poder ngayon, ang
bigat at bulto ng naghaha-
ring paks'yon sa US, na
pinamumunuan ng dating
cowboy sa pelikulang si
Reagan, ¢ katig sa lokal na
pasistang diktador,

Kung cowboy din lang sa
pelikula'ng pag-uusapan
siguradong lam paso si Reagan
sa galing at dami ng lans to-
dits sa ‘Pinas ng ‘sang kuno
¢ hari ng pelikulang Pinoy
na madalas ding pumapel na
cowboy, Al mangyari, pa,
karantso rin “to ng bandi
dong diktador na siya'ng
naging ninong niya sa kasal
no'ng bata pa s Sabel

S'yempre, ang tinutukoy
nating lokal na matinee idol
¢ isa lang sa maraming per-
sonalidad sa larmngan ng
aliwan na nakasakay sa kan-
didatura ng kamp'yong
diktador, Sa ibang larangan
ng buhay, partikolar sa ls-
ports, ‘di rin kukonti ang
mga suportador ng parti-
dong habang panalion nang
namumunini al namamayng-
pag dito sa tumpok ng lupa-
ing kung tawagin ¢ Perlas
ng Silangan. Tingnan natin
ang ilang personaheng “to,
Yimbawa silang mgs super-
star daw sa basketbol, tso

Nond'yon ‘yong isa ©
dalawang estrelya ng dating
koponang magkakamiseta,
Hayun ang ‘sang batamba-
tang bayani ng koponang

magsisemento — karantso at
paborito  siva ni  Pareng
Baste, pero sa pagkakadlam
natin ¢ ibang kandidato'ng
ibuboto ng pare '‘natin, tso,

noa kelan lang ¢ nagkamp-
‘'von sa PBA at pigtapos e
sa ABC. Isa pa 'tong sikat
na playing coach ng kopo-
nang maghihinyebra, na
napiling **Professional Basket-
ball Player of the Year' ng
‘SANE  asosasyon ng  mga
isportstayter

Heavy. mabigat — heavy-
gat, ‘eka nga sa lenge'wahe
ng mga bagets lalaga “tong
kampo ng bundidong rehi
meng diktador, Pa’no mana
nalo'ng kanllang Karibal sa
palabas na eleks'yon, tso?
Kufig baga sa labanang
basketball, pabor sa nagha-
haring team ng diktadurang
US-Marcos ang lahat na -
table officials, mga reperi,
mga tagalampaso ng basket-
ball court, mga miron, mga
g'wardiya at etcetera, etce-
tera

Sa tantiya natin, parang
sumusunfok sa buwan ang
mpa nag-anmbisyon sa trono
ng diktador. No way para
makatsamba  sila, Kung
tayo'ng  tatanungin, Mgl
makapugsisilbi sa sambaya-
nan ang mga dehadista "pag
nuintindihan nila' ng katinuan
ng Kumpanyang boykot ut
derpor, sumnmny sl sa musi
gabo 4t militanteng kllusang
boykot bulok at
hungkag nu  chersisyong
eleks'yon daw sa Pebrero 7,
150
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