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‘A violent
scenario
is likely
to happen,
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‘i don’t think
Imelda will
just take over
— TOLENTINO

‘There'll be
a mad scramble
for power,

— OLALIA
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GRIME SGENE

By MIKE
JAMISOLA

Police for politicking ?

What does the government really want to do
with the police?

Use them for politicking? Improve their pro-
fessional performance? Upgrade their salaries?

The most recent order of President Marcos
placing police administration under the National
Police Commission (Napolcom) and putting Na-
polcom under the Office of the President con-
fused the police and the. public they are sup-
posed to protect, observers said.

The President’s carlier order allowing mayors
“control” andfor “supervision” of the police
forces had not been implemented fully when the
new order came., Or clearly defined.

President Marcos has named six commissioners
to Napolcom, with Napolcom chairman Teodulo
Natividad presiding, The six commissioners are
acting armed forces and PC chief Lt. Gen. Fidel
V. Ramos, National Bureau of Investigation di-
rector Jolly Bugarin, Vice Gov. Ismael Mathay
ir.. Cicero Campos, Victorino Azada and Arcadio
Lozada,

On Wednesday, the commission and heads of
local governments will meet with President Mar-
cos in Malacanang to discuss Executive Order
1040 issued on July 10 which decreed the latest
paper changes. Executive Order 1012 had placed
the police forces under local executive supervi-
sion.

Natividad himsell could not give reporters
any idea about what has happened and told them
to wait until after the mecting on Wednesday.

He, however, ruled out any dislocation of
police services. Napolcom sources agreed that the
recent order has heightened speculation about
what the government’s intentions were. There are
some 50,000 policemen all over the country.

Natividad also said there were problem areas

in the transition of police administration. Would
there be withdrawal of vehicles and firearms from
the police since they are no longer under the PC?
What about police training and other professiona-
lization measurcs undertaken under the PC-INP
setup? What will happen to benefits and career
opportunitics? Or the vacuum at certain levels of
the PC-INP command when the administration is
transferred to Napolcom?Who will now try cases
involving erring policemen?

Meanwhile, police superintendents from the
four districts of Metro Manila are mum on the
subject but their subordinates who requested
anonymity expressed varied reactions.

A 32-year-old investigator at the Quezon City
Police investigation division said: “Its good
because under the present setup we are not en-
titled to bail ourselves unlike when our cases
were tried by the Judge Advocate General’s Office”

Mabuti na rin siguro ang nangyari baka saka-
ling tumaas ang suweldo namin dahil sa ranggo
wala nang pag-asa,” said a 49-year-old patrolman
from the traffic division of the Western Police
District. He said at the present they get only a
PS575 basic pay.

A good-natured police captian from the East-
ern Police District has all this to say: *Kahit
naman sino ang humawak sa amin okay naman,
Ang importante ay ang budgetting dahil kung
wala niyan kahit ano pa ang gawin nila hindi rn
gaganda ang takbo ng pulisya.”

An indefatigable nightshift deskman at the
Quezon City police station with only a corporal’s
stripes to show for 20 years of setvice, had these
inspiring words: “A true policeman is after ser-
vice, no matter who his master is. Whoever is
there, we will serve.”

UNCOMMON
FRIENDSHIPS

By SONIA DIPASUPIL

For at least three distinguished gentlemen,
LLB, University of the Philippines, 1939, is no
ordinary biodata entry,

For these three men, that fateful law school
encounter has proved to be a happy and reward-
ing beginning, FFor the Filipino people, it holds an
open-ended conclusion, with a least 2/3 of the
story already unfolded and the remaining 1/3,
offering an ending one can only pray will be
happy.

Ferdinand E. Marcos, President, 1965 — UP
Law, Class “39.

Nicanor Yniguez, Speaker, Batasang Pamban-
sa, 1984 — UP Law, Class *39.

Felix Makasiar, Chief Justice, Supreme Court,
1985 — UP Law, Class ‘39,

Executive, legislative, judiciary, The three
great branches of government manned by the
year’s (1939) bar topnotcher and his two class-
matos.

Yniguez served as congressman representing
Southern Leyte from 1958 to 1972. In 1970,
he was appointed member of the National Securi-
ty and Foreign Policy Councils and headed the
Philippine delegation of congressional missions
to Moscow the same year. He Is now Speaker for
a parliament people call a rubber stamp assembly,
and stands to succeed the President by virtue of &
1984 constitutional amendment if the latter can-

not finish his term of office, until a new President
is elected within 70 days.

Makasiar’s government service spans 26 years
in the executive department in different capaci-
ties, notably as Secretary of Justice and Solici-
tor General (1968-70), and in the judiciary for
15 years as trial court judge. He was appointed
associate justice to the Supreme Court in 1970,
two years after his closest competitor for appoint-
ment as Chief Justice, Claudio Teehankee (Ate-
neo Class of 1940). He succeeded Enrique Fer-
nando as Chief Justice, last Wednesday amid a
loud howl from various lawyers' groups and other
citizens’ movements protesting the breaking of
the years-old tradition of appointing the most
senior justice, who happens to be Techankee,
a consistent critic of Marcos® powers and policies.

QObservers say :

With such a harmonious combination, what
happens to that time-tested principle of checks
and balances which was to be the whole point be-
hind having three branches of government inde-
pendent from each other? Or can we now truly
and Hterally call this government a ‘‘Marcos
government*™?

“Uncommon friends, these three. Uncommon
way to rule a country, too. Things we should
have expected when we elected that uncommon
man in 1964."
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NATIONAL POLITICS

‘A new tidal wave’
surges upon KBL

By BUTCH FERNANDEZ

The collective outpouring of indignation
and outrage over reports of huge dollar invest-
ments by Filipinos in ‘“‘foreign havens™ while
the country is deeply in debt and the govern-
ment is scrounging for much-needed foreign
exchange to boost its sagging economy conti-
nues to haunt the ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipu-
nan.

By week’s end, the opposition at the Bata-
sang Pambansa seemed determined to push
through with the filing of impeachment pro-
ceedings against Mr. Marcos and other top
government officials for alleged ‘*‘economic
sabotage” even after hearing him describe a
rosy picture of the Philippine economy that
he said was well on its way to recovery in his
state-of-the-nation address at the opening of
the second regular session last Monday.

In his message to the Batasan, President
Marcos declared, ‘“We have decisively stopped
the slide of our economic fortunes, and restored
them to health and renewed activity. Against
every forecast of collapse made by so many,
we have turned the odds in our favor and set
a course towards recovery that is without parallel
among nations similarly embattled.”

Calling the President’s state-of-the-nation
address as a “series of fairy tales” and a “‘pack of
lies,”” the minority members sought to deliver
their own version of the “true state of the nation
after 20 years of Marcos misrule."

The stark truth, the opposition said, is that
the Marcos administration after 20 years in office
**has been a dire failure,”

“During the past 20 years, this administration
has instcad plunged the nation into the dismal
depths of untold misery, poverty and unmiti-
gated oppression,” the opposition MPs charged.

The opposition in the Batasan Llikewise
charged that millions of dollars of choice real
estate properties in the United States have been
acquired by top povernment officials and known
friends of President Marcos at a time when the
country is on the verge ol economic collapse,

“How can we recover from dire economic
straits when President Marcos® key men in gov-
ernment, including his wealth Filipino friends,
are investing much-needed dollars abroad?”
asked the opposition,

President Marcos, on the other hand, has
denied such allegations, and even branded such
reports as ‘‘mere rumors, gossips and innuendos."
He' nevertheless ordered Justice Minister Estelito
Mendoza to conduct a “‘spare-no-one-probe™ on
the reported salting of millions of needed dollars
and invested in real estate reportedly ranging
between $500,000 and $2-million per invest-
ment.

The probe on Filipino investments in the
United States comes at a time when the Marcos
regime's diplomatic relations with the US gov-
ernment is at an ebb, as American officials con-
tinue to press Mr. Marcos to reform the Philip-
pine military and call for new elections.

Tuesday last week saw Defense Minister Juan
Ponce Enrile's motion to abrogate the RP-US
military bases agreement and renegotiate for
new terms take center stage at the Batasan halls.

Minister Enrile’s abrogate-and-renegotiate re-
solution was met by a counter proposal from Ba-
{asan members Homobono Adaza and Joselito
Atienza "to dispense with the referral of the
Enrile resolution to a Batasan working committce
as provided by the rules.”

The two opposition leaders sought to “tackle
the issuc on the Batasan floor immediately for
discussion and approval, considering the number

of KBL members who co-sponsored the Enrile
resolution,”

The KBL, however, insisted that the motion
run through the usual legislative procedure of
having it go through the committec process and
refused the opposition’s offer to hasten approval
of the resolution. '"We were impressed by the in-
sincerity of the majority members in pushing
through with the resolution right away and have
it approved,” the two MPs said, and chided
KBL sponsors of the bill as “bluffers."

*Had they agreed to waive the referral to the
committee and agreed to immediate floor deli-
berations on the resolution, it would have been
passed and approved by the Batasan without
much ado because the opposition will certainly
not oppose it,"” Adaza and Atienza said,

During Wednesday 's hearing of the commit-
tee on rules to tackle the Enrile resolutiopn,
which by then had gathered momenfum among
Batasan majority and minority members, KBL
leaders forced it to crashland by deciding to
create a bi-partisan legislative committee tasked
to “‘study’ the bases treaty.

On a motion by Antique MP Arturo Pacifi-
cador (KBL), the committee opted to *‘back-
pedal™ on the Enrile motion and instead decidud
to have the Batasan undertake a thorough review
of the RP-US military bases agreement before de-
ciding to abrogate and renegotiate.

The recent fuss over the RP-US treaty fol-
lowed a US Congress decision to lop off $15-
million in US aid to the Philippines and the diver-
sion of some $75-million in military aid to eco-
nomic and food assistance, with the stipulation
that it be channeled through the Church, instead
of through the government.,

Observers said the US House of Representa-
tives' action was an apparent application of Ame-
rican pressure on Mr, Marcos to comply with U5
“‘dictates” or face further sanctions.

Wednesday's Batasan session finally saw the
opposition deliver its own version ol the frue
state of the nation, albeit, briefly

The regular session, which lasted up to 10:30
pm. was marked by return of the nominal
voting where cach member was required to explain
his vote on an issue dividing the floor,

The assembly was divided on whether to
allow MP Adaza to deliver the opposition’s ver-
sion of the state of the nation on the Batasan
floor.

When the chair decided to conduct a nominal
voting on the issue, the opposition then bepao
taking turns lambasting the Marcos administra-
tion and took the opportunity to present their
version of the state of the nation,

Veteran Batasan observers, however, noted
that during the nominal voting Manils MPs Mcl
Lopez and Ping Fernandez did not join their col-
leagues in taking to the Noor to explain their
votes,

Other opposition members, on the other
hand, whaled away to their hearts’ content,

As the week ended, the opposition's lambaal-
ing fever had not subsided, but this time, they
had » more concrete weapon against the 20)-year
ruler: a resolution signed by 50 MPs to impeach
Mr. Marcos on the grounds of “culpable violation
of the Constitution and grave crimus against the
people.”

It was more than was needed 1 file an im-
peachment resolution, and although the apposi-
tion knew that getting a two-thirds voue to swing
it was a virtual impossibility, it was cieugh moral

= (Page 11, please)
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After Marcos what?

Ferdinand Marcos,

whether his cronies and

other people who conveniently hang onto his coat

tails like it or not, will have te.go.

course, could say when.

Nobody, of

It could not also be determined whether the
" Marcos regime would end immediately with the
exit of the man who has ruled the Philippines for

the past 20 years.

To ger an initial idea of what

the post-Marcos era would be, WE Forum’s Sonia
Dipasupil and Romy Tangbawan ralked to three

men, oppositionist Salvador Laurel,

Assemblyman

Arturo Tolentino and Kilusang Mayvo Uno Chair-

man Rolando Olalia.

Excerpts from the interviews,

What is your assessment of
Marcos' 20-year rule?

Tolentino: After 20 years of
Marcos, the [fairest assessment
should be based on a compari-
son between conditions exist-
ing in 1965 when he was [irst
elected President and conditions
existing today, In 1965, the
Philippines was way ahead of
many other countries in Asia.
Today, however, we have been
overtaken by many countries
that were much behind us in the
past. There are some who even
label or tag us “the sick man of
Southeast Asia.”

Economically, our condition
of huge foreign indebtedness
shows we have not been able to
progress to such an extent asto
become sell-reliant. Now we
depend almost entirely on
foreign assistance, even to the
extent of sacrificing a portion
of our sovereignty.

With respect to security, we

minister Enrile’s statement to
the effect that insurgency has
increased almost ten-fold com-
pared to what it was in the
1960s.

To be fair, however, we must
consider certain reforms ins-
tituted under the Marcos admi-
nistration which should be con-
sidered favorable, like the insti-
tution of the land reform
pogram and amendments to the
US-RP Military Bases Agree-
ment. We have been able to
shorten the period for American
use ol the bases and brought
about express recognition of
Philippine sovereignty over the
bases.

Laurel: Marcos's stay in
power is characterized by a
regime completely bankrapt in
moral leadership. The situation
we are in now ftells us clearly
what he had done to the nation
which he has promised to make
great during his 20-years of cor-

can use as standard, defense, rupt rule.

MARCOS

Recent incidents such as
what  happened in Tatalon a
few days ago indicate what kind
of regime Marcos has brought
to us. Heavily-armed Philip-
pine Marines and Presidential
Guardswereused to eject help-
less squatters. They brutally
fired at the squatters who were
merely fighting for what they
believe as their right. Why they
used the Marines and Presiden-
tial Guards is highly question-
able. Is it because the property
in question happens to belong
to the President’s son-in-law?

And what is happening to
the once progressive province of
Negros  Occidental?  While
Marcos and his cronies have
safely stashed away our dollars,
there we have some 400,000
brothers suffering from hunger
and malnutrition,

The problem is not so much
about political leadership. It is
the complete bankruptcy in
moral leadership that has

A not-too-pleasant sampling on what would
take place after FM exits

TOLENTINO

plunged us into our economic
woes. Through his dictatorial
regime, our country is already
mortgaged to foreign banks.

The regime of Marcos is very
un-Filipino. His and his cronies’
concern for staying in power
is only to serve themselves.
They have lost their sense of
decency.

As regards security, the very
reason why the communists are
getting stronger is Marcos The
longer he stays, the stronger
they will be. For they thrive in
the sufferings and hardships
brought about by Marcos.

Marcos has succeeded to
some extent in his attempt to
follow what Hitler had done to
win the blind following of the
German people. Through the
false build-up campaign efforts
of his drumbeaters and propa-
gandists, some members of
society are led to worship him
as an immortal, as the only
man who can lead the Filipino

LAUREL
people. And he has led us to
what we are in now.

We in the Nacionalista Party
who have helped Marcos get his
position are morally responsible,
and we have the moral respon-
sibility to undo what he had
done to our people,

Olalia: The only thing Pres-
ident Marcos was able to achieve
in 20-years is to impoverish
the Filipino masses while enrich-
ing himself and his cronies
Because of the dictates of his
foreign .masters, primarily the
IMF-World Bank international
lending institutions, the Philip-
pine peso has sank to an all-time
low and now has virtually no
purchasing power left. This,
together with the increased
prices of basic commodities, a
high unemployment rate and
the lack of job security,
has engendered hardship for
millions of Filipinos. Poverty
used to be the exclusive do-
main of the toiling masses, but

OLALIA

not anymore. Middle-cluss und
even upper-class Filipinos also
feel the effects of the worsen-
ing economic crisis, although
the brunt of poverty is still
borne by the working cluss,
being at the lowermost of the
social ladder.

But to blame the national
crisis solely on Mr. Marcos is 1o
miss the point. Our present
situation is the handiwork of
the US-Marcos dictatorship, Mr.
Marcos is only a tool of Ame-
rican imperialist interests, but a
very useful tool, let us not
forgel.

To describe the extent i
Marcos® 20-year rule on (he
lives of the Filipino people,
one need only describe thic con-
dition of our labor force, Duily
they are subjected to the terri-
ble realities of receiving slave
wages, mass  lay-ofl  and
retrenchment, union busting,
picketline violence and harass-

(Page 11, please)

‘Ayaw namin
ma-salvage’

By JUNEX DORONIO

SALVOSA

What are the ordinary folk
thinking about the Marcos re-
gime and what will happen after
Marcos goes?

“Mahirap na, baka ma-sal-
vage!™ was one answer. We
Forum approached many people
with the question but few
wanted to talk, And most of
those who did share their
thoughts did not want to be
identified because what they
had to say, they thought, might
be held against them. They were
alraid to speak out freely.

An elderly couple tending a
smaoll sari-sari store near the
Quezon City police headquarters
on E. Delos Santos Ave, (EDSA)
excused themselves, saying they
were ‘‘deal™; Ay naku, anak
ang iba na lang ang inyong tanu-
ngin. Mahina na ang pandinig
namin,""

A police sergeant, Known (o
be vocal about the irregularities
in his police district also begged
off: “Saka na lang, pare_ kapag
natuloy ‘yung pmnmlw‘h ko
next month at talagang ako pa
ang mamumuno sa tunay . na -
reformist movement sa pulis-
YRiswa

A womaon married to a news-
paper dealer, sounded apologe-
tic when she said that she can-
not gamble the security of her
family though she admits times
are really hard and that even a
19-year-old daughter wus

forced to quit school for the
time being,

Another housewife who
manages a boarding house said,
“We cant fight Marcos™ and
further joked, “‘aba, baka bigla
na lang akong damputin. . ."

Roland V, Manuel, customs
operations chief: “Today, he
(President Marcos) is the rally-
ing point in our economic, po-
litical and social reforms. In the
long years that he's been a pub-
lic official, he has proven time
and again his knack for hand-
ling many problems, | think he's
doing his job right. A post-Mar-
cos scenario? Well, there might
be some confusion but believing
in the resiliency of the Filipinos,
a new leader will cmerge. ., no,
the communist rebellion is not a
very grave threat because the
peop' are not sold to the idea, . .
Again, | think Marcos is just
doing his job right and | think
he's not actually a foreign (US)
puppet. Marcos is practicing de-
mocracy according to our tradi-
tions., . . yes, even before the
Americans came we already
have our own style of democra-
cy that is paternalistic, We al-
ways want someone’ lo lead us
who is swong, His (Marcos”)
style Is in a way, paternalistic,
not dictatorial, . . the next lead-
er will most likely he paterna-
listie."

Juanito *““Jun™.Salvosa, 4th
year BSC Accounting, MLQU:

“Marcos is a genius but he’s no
not doing his job well to seve
the people. Mga sundalo lang
kasi niya ang kanyang binubu-
sog. He only depends on the
dictates of foreign interests like
the IMF-World Bank. . .he should
resign, . .Kung wala na si Marcos?
there will bealittle confusion. . .
matagal na kasing takot ang tao
. if there will emerge a new
leader, he will either come from
the KBL or he will still be a
puppet of foreign interests, pri-
marily the US government,"
Iimmy Gozar, councilman of
Barangay 395 Zone 41, Sampa-
loc: “Para sa akin, da best pa rin
na leader si Presidente Marcos,
Wala pa Kasing presidente na
maraming bagay ang nagawa tu-
lad lang ng l'olk Arts, CCP at
Muanila Film Center, . . ang pa-
ganda nila, di ba? Kahit anong
mangyarl, kahit magka-martial
law pa uli, kay Presidente Muar-
cos pa rin ako! Pag nawala na
siyu, mag-agpawan U'yak anp
kayang mea kalaban kung wala
siyang ituturo na papalit sa kan-
ya. Pero di naman sipuro magka-
kapulo kusi maka-Diyvos naman
tayong myu Pilipino."”
Johnny  Sicat,
Western Police District (WPD)
canteen  utility man:  “Waly
akong masabi kay Marcos. Hindi
naman ako bumubuto, ¢, pure-
purcho lang silu, , . Okey numan
siguro siyu dahld marami namang

“Tatang"

nagawa tulad ng LRT. .. hindi
matin  masasabi  kung unong
mangyayari kung waly na si Mar-
cos, Baka nga mus musuhol puy
sa kanya ang pumulit, Pero sanu
ay tahimik pa rin ung bayan. . ."

Danilo Sayson. stall, educa-
tion und research committee ol
the Nutionalist Alliance tor Jus-
tice, lI'reedom and Democrucy
(NAJIFD):  *More  than  uny-
thing clse, Muarcos 15 just an-
other American puppet, His in-
terests are inevitubly reconciled
1o those ol his imperialist mas-
ters in their comnion appression
and exploitation ol the Filipino
people.  His ascendunce us
strong man in Philippine politics
was delinitely propped up amd
continued 1o be supported by
the US government. The solu-
tion, theretore, lies not in sim-
ply driving Murcos out ol power
but in the over-all dismantling
ol the US-Murcos dictutorship
and  the  estublishment ol o
democratic  coalition  govern-
ment.

“If Marcos goes, the Pilipino
people would have 1o be aware
ol the possibility of an oul
right military coup de e'tat, di-
rect US ugression but also ol
the coming Into power of an-
other (US) puppet leader, We're
vonfident, however, thal in the
end Lhe Filipano people's move-
ment For ustice, Treedom ani
democracy shiall proevail,"
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Editorial

The lesson of fear in people

The move by the opposition to gather a miliion'sism-
tures on a petition to oust President Marcos and the reso-
lution by 50 members of parliament to impeach him signal

et Unkindest cut’
! ' nd of the people's assault on the dictatorial re-
. for M LQ Recto :ir'r:eev:h::uhas long ca.llousl)lr ignored public Opi?!ipn.

=0k This fresh burst of public indignation against the regime
- is a reaction to a variant of graft and corruption, a way of
life in most of the government’s bloated bureaucracy, that
surfaced when the Mercury News exposed millions of
dollars of investments in the United States allegedly by the
Marcoses, their cronies and others who have links with
Malacanang.

This indignation is taking the shape of signatures which
at latest count, had reached at least 10,000, from the face-
less public on the resolution being passed around by opposi-
tion Assemblyman Antonio Cuenco (Cebu). Itis also find-
ing a resonant voice in the halls of the Batasan through the
50 assemblyman who, fulfilling their obligation to their
constituents, signed the resolution and plan to push it as far
as it will go.

Marcos will, of course, pooh-pooh the twin moves. One
million citizens signing their names are a small minority as

Today and yesterday
By ARMANDO J. MALAY

start, as even its proponents admit, they being in the mino-
rity.

In that case, it will prove once again the utter insensiti-
vity of the Marcos regime to public opinion, that he has
shut his ears to pleas for change and closed his eyes to the
reality of economic, political and social bankruptcy that it
has inflicted upon the Republic.

And yet, to ignore a million signatures and the voices of
thousands of constituents represented by the 50 members
of parliament would be an act not unlike what has become
popularly known in the underworld as *‘salvaging’ or the
detention of political prisoners for an indefinite period
without trial or at least speedy resolution of *heir cases.
These acts have one purpose: to teach the lesso.i of fear in
people.

It is, in the coinage of America, arrogance of power,

What to do? Let more than a million signatures bloom
on that piece of paper. Let the opposition, by an ingenious
use of parliamentary rules and procedures, exert more pres-
sure on a debate on the Marcos regime's true periormance
in the past 20 years.

All this will let Marcos know that public opinion can no

When Julius Caesar was assassinated, his agony wasn't so
much from the stab wounds he received but from the fact that
one he considered an ally was in the plot, Hence, Julius Caesar's
exclamation, “Et tu, Brutus?” (*You, too, Brutus?).Jesus Christ
felt the same way when Judas Iscariot betrayed him to the
Roman soldiers.

Commonwealth President Manuel L. Quezon must have felt
the same way on August 2, 1933 when the man he dispatched
to the United States to convey to Messrs. Osmena and Roxas his
disagreement with the Hare Hawes Cutting independence act,
went over to the side of Osmena and Roxas. The man was
Senator Benigno Aquino, Sr. His report to the Philippine Legis-
lature, urging acceptance of the HHC Act, was made on August
2, 1933, This isn't to pass judgement on the older Aquino; I'm
just divining what Quezon must have felt when the man he had
sent to convince Osmena and Roxas to work for the rejection of
the act, turned around. Maybe Aquino Sr. was honestly con-
vinced that the HHC Act was the best that could be had at the

time, Aquino Sr. admitted in his report that the HHC Act had
defects but he said these were not beyond remedy. So Quezon
was now facing three formidable opponents instead of two, but
in the end he had his way, and got the substitute Tydings
McDuffie Act, which, in a way, was no better than the HHC Act.
The quarrel over it, however, divided the nation and the bitter-
ness engendered by it lasted for decades.

The “unkindestcut” given Claro M. Recto came after he
was already dead. I refer to the scrapping of the Constitution
of 1935 and its substitution with another one in 1973. The
Constitutional Convention which drafted the 193§ charter con-
vened on July 30, 1934. Recto's election (by acclamation) to the
presidency of the convention would have been unanimous were
it not for the dissenting vote of loilo’s Stormy Petrel, Tomas
Confesor,

President Quezon addressed the convention, saying: “1i is
my fervent wish and prayer that your task, upon which the
freedom, happiness and prosperity of the Filipino people will
depend, be crowned with complete success.” The 1935 consti-
tution wasn't perfect, but it didn't have to be completely abro-
gated and replaced with a new constitution in 1973. To Recto,
in his grave, that must have been the “unkindest cut of all."
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Politics & politicos

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR.

An unfettered mind

takes a back seat

When President Marcos late last week
appointed Associate Justice Felix V.
Makasiar, to fill the vacancy created by
the retirement of Chief Justice Enrique
M. Fernando, he took a calculated risk.
He knew, as everyone else did, that, since
the end of the Pacific War at least,
senlority had been a respected tradition
in the filling up of any vacancy in the
driver's seat of the highest tribunal.

Thus, it was, that when the tme
approached for decision-making as fo
who would succeed Mr, Fernando, the
whole country rallied behind Mr. Justice
Claudio Techankee, the senjor justice.
All bar associations, law school [aculties,
the press, almost every sector ol human
society, came out in favor of Mr. Tee-
hankee’s promotion to an office, he
had previously occupied with honor, in
an acting capacity, during the varous
times when Mr, Fernando was not around.

The President’s decision to appoint
another man as Chief Justice, upon the
forced retirement of Mr. Fernando, was
not entirely unexpected, This was pre-
cisely the reason why so many individuals
and groups had voiced their support for
Mr. Justice Teechankee, and not only be-
cause he was the most senior of justices
but the fact is he is, in the opinion of an

overwhelming number of people, the most
brilliant, the most outstanding, the most
hard-working, and the most independent-
minded man ever to sit in the Supreme
Court since God only knows when. And
many had feared that these qualities in
the man could well prove to be his un-
doing.

There can be no quarrel with the fact
the President has the prerogative to choose
any man he likes for the job, Mr. Justice
Techankee himsell has admitted so much,
and hé has taken the President’s decision
with good grace. Other men, under the
same circumstances, would have reacted
differently. But Mr. Teehankee belongs Lo
a vanishing breed, He has no wish to take
issue with or upstage anyone. All he said
was he recognized the President’s exclusive
privilege in the appointment, and he
pledged to serve his full term in the Sup-
reme Court, He is due for retirement in
1988. He has taken everything like a man,
a real man.

The significance of Mr. Makasiar’s
appointment, as one columnist says, 1S
that “the cight other members of the
High Tribunal would get it as the signal
{o (ingratiate themsclves with the ap-
pointing power, under the Philippine
system, the President of the Philippines.”

This would, of course, be unfortunate,
And, in the long haul, recourse to deep
selection could well “boomerang on the
appointing power.” Actually, the real
loser here is Mr. Marcos, not Mr. Tee-
hankee.

To my mind, what is most regret-
wble about this development, is not thai
the seniority system has not been ob-
served, It is, rather, the crushing blow,
that it signifies, to judicial independence,
It simply means to some people that anun-
fettered mind has no place in the dispen-
sation of justice. Mr, Justice Techankee
has always had a mind of his own. e has
always done his utmost to live up to the
expectations of a public,long hungry lor
justice, truth and freedom, As MP Cecilia
Munoz Palma, a former member of the
Supreme Court herself, has said, “at no
time in the listory of the Philippine Judi-
clary is the encroachment on its Indepen-
dence from the Excecutive so gravely pa-
tent and allmbracing as it is now.""

Our people will not easily forget what
has happened to Mr, Justice Techankee.
They well know the background ol this
turn of events., They can only hope that
in the end justice will prevall, Justice for
Mr, Teehankee and for our people.




Kung tutuusin

By JOSE F. LACABA

Abuso sa sensura

Lumabas na ang desisyon ng Korte Sup-
rema sa kaso ng Bayan Ko: Kapit sa Patalim,
ang kontrobersiyal na pelikulang dinirek ni
Lino Brocka st sinulat ng kolumnistang ito.

Sa mga unang balita, lumilitaw na talo
kami. Injulat na dinismis ng Korte Suprema
ang aming petisyon, at itinaguyod nito ang
pasiya ng Board of Review for Motion Pic-
tures and Television (BRMPT) na gawing
“For Adults Only™ ang nasabing pelikula.

Gayunman, kung susuriing mabuti ang
desisyon ng Korte Suprema na ibinaba
noong Hulyo 22, makikitang natalo lang
kami sa isang labanan — pero panalo kami
sa digmaan.

Matatandaang sa simula ay ni ayaw pa-
noorin ng BRMFPT ang Boyan Ko:@ Kapit
sa Patalim pagkat hindi raw ito tumutu-
pad sa ilang rekisitos. Noon pa itong Agosto
ng 1984,

Nang maayos na ang mga rekisitos, ang
pelikula ay pinanood ng isang komite ng
BRMPT. Ang desisyon ng komite — “For
Adults Only" na, may mga putol pa!

Umapela ang prodyuser, Ipinalabas ang
pelikula sa isang sesyong en bane ng BRMPT
(lahat o mayorya ng miyembro). Ang de-
sisyon ng en banc — tama ang komite.
Bukod dito’y hindi raw dapat ibigay ang
permit sa pagpapalabas hanggat hindi tinu-
tupad ang dagdag pang rekisitos,

Isinampa namin ang kaso sa Korte Sup-
rema. Biglang naglabas ng isa na namang
desisyon ang BRMPT. Puwede na mw ipa-
labas ang pelikula nang walang putol — pero
sa klasipikasyong ‘For Adults Only,”
Kung gusto naming maging “For Gene-
ral Patronage,” kailangang putulin daw ang
dalawang maikling eksena — ang pagsasayaw
ni Claudia Zobel na labas ang suso at ang
pakikipaghalikan ni Carmi Martin sa dala-
wang babae,

Itong pangatlong desisyon ng mga sensor

ang sinuporiahan ng Korte Suprema. Sa ka-
bila ng gayong suporta, ang malinaw na na-
talo sa kaso ay ang BRMPT (samantalang
ang nanalo ay ang buong industriya ng peli-
kulang Pilipino) sapagkat kinilala ng Korte
Suprema na:

— Ang BRMPT ay may salang “‘abuso
sa pagpapasiya” (abuse of discretion) sa
kaso ng Bayan Ko: Kapit sa Patalim.

— Ang midyum ng pelikula, tulad ng
diyaryo, ay sinasaklaw ng kalayaan sa
pamamahayag at sa peryodismo (free-
dom of expression and of the press). Sa-
makatwid, ang pelikula ay hindi maaaring
ipailalim sa sensura o “paunang pagpigil”
(prior restraint).

— Ang kapangyarihan ng BRMPT ay
limitado sa “pagkaklasipika ng pelikula,”
Wala itong karapatang magsagawa ng “pa-
unang pagpigil.”

— Ang sensura, lalo na ang pagbabawal
(banning), ay puwedeng gawin lamang
kung “may napakalinaw na katibayan ng
isang malinaw at umiiral na panganib ng
isang malaking kasamaan (substantive evil)
sa kaligtasan, moralidad at kalusugan ng
publiko o iba pang lehitimong interes ng
publiko.”

— Ang alagad ng sining ay “‘karapat-
dapat igalang.” May paglabag sa konstitus-
yon “kung ang anumang opisina o ahensiya
ng gobyemo ay sasalakay sa larangan ng
awtonomiya na tinatamasa ng alagad ng
sining.”

Simple lamang ang ibig sabihin ng masa-
limuot na lengguwaheng ito:

Na ang mga sensor ay walang karapatang
magsensor.

Na ang Bayan Ko: Kapit sa Patalim, na
tumanggap ng gawad na Pinakamahusay na
Pelikula ng Taon mula sa British Film Insti-
tute, ay mapapanood na rin sa wakas sa
Pilipinas,

Letters

We, the members of the
NORTHERN  DISTRICT
PRESS CLUB, INC., would
like to express our concern
over and our opposition to
the interference by certain
government officials regard-
ing the printing of news
stories, specifically that of
the July 23 demolition at
Barangay Tatalon, Quezon
City.

We have been informed
that hours after the violent
demolition which resulted
in the death of two youths
and the wounding of several
other persons, an official of
the Office of Media Affairs
called up the different
newspaper offices ordering
that stories on the inci-
dent be “killed.”” While it is
to the credit perhaps of our
editors that the Malacanang
directive was not totally
heeded — for the stories
were not altogether scrapped
but merely played down or
buried in the inside pages —
still, we believe that the
OMA official’'s act was
arbitrary and unjustified,
and constituted an example
of an arrogant assertion of
power.

As members of the work-
ing press, we realize that at
countless times in the past,
the media has bent over
backward in ‘“‘regulating”
the flow of information in
deference to what the gov-
ernment has declared as
circumstances ‘‘vital to the

Consumer’s Hotline

By JULIE A. AMARGO

3 The case of WE Forum

HERE is no question that our readers want the WE Forum
T to survive; it has a very unique history and Joe Burgos, Jr,
' has been known for his very decp sense of patriotism, for
his courage and guts that have been tested time and again, A man
of lesser stamina and strength would have retreated long ago and
embraced a more comfortable way of life. If only for these, he
should be supported by the citizenry. He does not have to shed
more tears for one consoling thought that should be uppermost in
his mind is that WE Forum blazed the trail when no other news-
paper then had the courage to do so for fear of reprisal, The
others were latecomers, so to speak,

Yet, one must always keep in mind that it is hard to be a going
concern without having to take into consideration the escalating
cost of running a newspaper — paper, printing, labor, salaries, fees,
delivery, transportation, rent, electricity, water, gasoline, and other
operating cost and if these cost and expenses cannot be matched
by income, necessarily the business will incur tremiondous losses
which can lead to more and more debts and with today’s interest
rates, what business will survive?

The question that comes to mind therefore is: How long will
newspapers with limited ads survive? Ads are the lifeblood of any
publication. There is also a lesson here to be learned from the
closure of the Singapore Monitor, an afternoon paper which left
about 105 journalists looking for jobs. It had a circulation of
47,000 while its competitor, The Straits Times, a morning daily,
has a circulation of 260,000, An afternoon paper is less saleable
than the morning papers. Since WE Forum is coming out weekly,
necessarily it must be a morning paper for those who will be
buying Malaya will also be buying WE Forum, It will therefore
not compete with Malaya since news and contents are not the
same.

Because the capital required is tremendous then the base must
be spread to a wider area; that means that WE Forum must tum

itself into a cooperative and Joe Burgos must cease 1o be a capi-
talist, All of us believe that freedom lies in being bold and inno-
viations like this which is probably new in Philippine journalism
can be tested. Here again, WE Forum will blaze the trail. 1t can
appeal to the people’s conscience and say: WE Forum MUST
SURVIVE AND WE NEED YOUR HELP; WE CANNOT JOIN
THE RANKS OF THE CRONY PRESS NEITHER CAN WE
BEND OUR KNEES TO WORSHIP THE DICTATOR; IN DAYS
PAST, YOU HAVE GIVEN US STRENGTH - NOW GIVE US
LIFE THAT WE MAY SERVE YOU BETTER!

It is very pathetic, for instance, that while all of us are helping
raise the funds for the hungry workers of Negros, where is Bene-
dicto and his cronies who have caused all these sufferings? It is
very pathetic that while our coconut *orkers are living a sub-
standard way of life, Danding Cojuangco and his cohorts are
living a luxurious life-style and investing millions in Australia, the
US and other places; it is very pathetic that while the prices of
gasoline, electricity and energy are going down in the other parts
of the world, our consumers have not seen any relief at all and
Velasco is on top of the world;it is very pathetic that while banks
abroad have been offering low rates of interest, this is the only
country in the world that charges the highest interest rates with
the Central Bank of the Philippines leading the pack; it is very
pathetic indeed that no one has been held accountable for all
these miseries inflicted upon the Filipinoe people - WHERE
HAS OUR CONSCIENCE GONE?

The case of WE Forum is just a drop in the bucket but it will
show the Dictator that when forces unite for a good cause, there is
nothing government can do. LET US SHOW WE Forum THAT WE
CARE AND WE SUPPORT WHOLEHEARTEDLY ITS SUR-
VIVAL.

(Next Week — The Case of WE Forum — Part 11)

national security.” Years
from now, journalists will
continue to wonder if
adopting such a stance has
indeed done the nation
good. But we do not have
to wait that long to know
that certain attempts to
impose censorship had been
unnecessary, if not outright
dangerous. And one of these
attempts is that which
accompanied ‘the Tatalon
demolition.

Several repqrters risked
their lives trying to get an
accurate picture of the
incident. In doing so, a
number almost go trapped
in the melee triggered by
the attack of heavily-armed
soldiers who swooped down
on civilians, most of whom
were women and children.
Some reporters were threat-
ened by the Marines when
they attempted to turn over
to the authorities several
demolition  crewmembers
caught looting the belong-
ings of the squatters.

Reporters do not be-
grude the fact that their
jobs require them to take
risks. What they refuse to
accept is the attempt of
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Statement of concern

certain people people
who know almost nothing
about journalism — to mock
their efforts by telling their
newspapers what to prinl
and what not to print.

It appeared that the
reasons for the order was
the fact that the controver-
sy was rooted in the claim
of ownership said to have
been filed by the Aranetas.
The deployment of Marines
instead of ordinary police-
men in the demoliton site
could similarly be traced to
this circumstance. Whatever
the reaons were, they cer-
tainly did not justify an
order to kill the story.

In these extraordinary
times, journalists will have
to concede that the exist-
ence of a good relationship
with the government is
crucial to the continued
survival of their newspapers.
At the same time, however,
we cannot help but point
out that the survival — and
strength — of the govern-
ment depend to a large
extend on a press that is cre-
dible to the people. We

(Page 11, please)

Release

Hon. Juan Ponce Enrile

Minister of National
Defense

Camp Aguinaldo

Quezon City

Dear Minister Enrile,

I write in behalf of
four detained workers
from the Redson Labor
Association. 1 would like
to invite your attention
to the injustice that these
workers, who have been
languishing in  prison
since September 1982,
will continue to suffer if
their already prolonged
detention continues.

The four workers are
Milleth Soriano, Simpli-
cio Anino Jr., Jose Bri-
tanico and Lauro Pabit.
Although their cases are
still pending before the
Regional Trial Court
(RTC) of Quezon City
and the RTC of Rizal in
Pasig, they have all post-
ed bail more than three
months ago. In fact, the
judge of the Quezon ity
RTC has already lssued
the order of release on 25
April 1985, while the
judge in the Rizal (Pasig)
RTC issued its order of
release on 30 April 19885,

However, despite the
diligent follow-up being
made by their relatives
and friends for their
release, the four workers
remain in prison, These
relatives and friends have
been repeatedly told by
military authorities that
the release papers are still

the four

being processed at the
Judge Advocate General's
Office (JAGO). Lately,
hopes for an early release
of the four were again
dashed by the issuance
of a recommendation
from the JAGO that the
detained workers should
not be released.

We Dbelieve that the
immediate release of So-
riano, Anino Jr., Brita-
nico and Pabit i in
order. They have com-
plied, despite the diffi-
culties and limitations
they faced, with all the
legal requirements that
would justifly their re-
lease. The law should
now be allowed to take
its course. The orders of
release issued by the
courts should be en-
forced and respected if
the Rule of Law is to be
upheld. Having been de-
prived of their freedom
for the last three years,
even before their guilt
has been proven beyond
a reasonable doubt, they
should not be made to
suffer an unjust incar-
ceration a day longer,

We therefore, urge
your good office to faci-
litate the early release
of Soriano, Anino Jr.,
Britanico and Pabit, so
that the ends of justice
may be served. At the very
least, they should be re-
leased on humanitarian
grounds.

LORENZO M. TANADA

Chairman, BAYAN
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That the nation is very deeply in crisis is an indubitable fact. But while
we all agree that our country is in economic and political turmoil, Mr. Mar-
cos has blamed everyone and everything under the sun except his adminis-
tration itself. Time and again the President has boasted that he alone
knows what is best for the Filipinos and that he alone can save this coun-

try

" Once more the President has sounded the call for unity, cooperation,

and more sacrifice, with glowing but deceiving rhetoric, to lull us into
believing that all's well with the country and that we are well on the road
toward economic recovery.

But what is the true state of the nation? The glaring facts belie the
Marcos claims, no matter how he tries to paint a glossy picture of the pre-
sent state of our country.

The stark truth is that based on his solemn covenant with the people
20 years ago, in 1965, the Marcos administration has been a dire failure.
During the past 20 years, this administration has instead plunged the na-
tion into the dismal depths of untold misery, poverty and unmitigated op-

pression.

1965 — THE SCORE TWO DECADES AGO

In 1965, in order to win the presidential election, Ferdinand E. Marcos
made this solemn covenant with the Filipino people:

Bt ot
S S =

1.
2.
3.
4.
b.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

I PROMISE

to bring down high prices and raise incomes
no more shortages or importation of rice
to reduce graft and corruption to a minimum
punishment of those who have enriched themselves in office
stop smuggling
faster land reform
jobs for the jobless
law and order
honest tax collection
economy in the government by reducing the national budget to
essential service
no nepotism
a rule of law
no persecution of political enemies
nationalistic policy
heroic leadership
— Ferdinand E. Marcos

before the 1965 presidential
election

Source: The Philippines Free Press

20 November 1965

Today, 20 years after that solemn covenant with the Filipino people,
the Marcos promises have turned out to be the 15 sorrowful, unfulfilled
mysteries of the Marcos administration.

13

Skyrocketing Prices and Plunging Incomes

Never before in the history of our country have the prices of
prime commodities galloped beyond the reach of the ordinary
consumers, while incomes have dwindled to the barest subsis-
tence level.

In 1965 rice cost P0.88 per kilo, pan de sal — P0.04 a piece of
50 grams, sugar — P0.65 per kilo. This year, 20 years later, rice
sells P7.563 a kilo. :

Prices of other consumer items have of course also risen
much higher. The consumer price index (1978 = 100) rose from
207.2 percent in 1983 to 332.6 percent in 1984,

Real wages of skilled workers, on the other hand, fell by 60
percent from 1965 to 1980. That of unskilled workers fell by 48
percent.

Last year, the rate of inflation was more than 60 percent. The
purchasing power of the peso today is only about .09 centavos
compared to the peso in 1965.

Rice Shortages and Impartations

The Philippines imported 210,000 metric tons of rice in 1984;
100,000 mi.tric tons more during the first quarter of 1985.

Malnutrition, Hunger and Poverty — In 1965, 41 percent of
all Filipino families were on or below the “poverty line”. In 1975,
61.49 percent were below the poverty line. Last year, the average
per capita income of the Filipino family went down to P1,750.00
from P1,897.00 in 1983, and more than 200,000 families joined
the ranks of households living in abject poverty.

Another survey made by the government a few years ago
showed that only 30 percent of Filipino children have normal

weight. Another 40 percent suffer from mild malnutrition, 26 per-
cent suffer from moderate malnutrition, and 5 percent suffer from
severe malnutrition.

Communicable diseases caused by poverty and poor sanita-
tion still rank among the top killers. Filipinos have been eating
food of less quantity and inferior quality.

From 41 percent in 1965, the proportion of families falling be-
low the poverty line rose to 71 percent in 1983.

Graft and Corruption in the Government ’

Graft and corruption continues to be one of the biggest
issues against the Marcos government at all levels: from clerks to
Ministers, from policemen Lo generals, from the barangay to
Malacafang. Multi-million-peso scandals have become so com-
monplace that a scandal-free government Ministry is the excep-
tion rather than the rule.

But while graft and corruption has always been a problem in
Philippine society, the rapacity of today’s corrupt officials is un-
paralleled. Sadly, the increasing frequency and magnitude of
cases seem to have anesthetized public opinion against it.

An interesting study by the University of the Philippines
School of Public Administration estimates that the government
may be losing up to P20 billion yearly due to graft and corruption.
But perhaps an even greater loss is the erosion of the people’s
trust and confidence in govemment and the weakening of
society's moral fiber.

And now, the salted dollars of Marcos' cronies, estimated at
least $10 billion.

Other scandals and grievous anomalies committed under the
Marcos regime include:

. the Galleon Shipping deal

the $2.1 billion Bataan Nuclear Power Plant

inflated Central Bank reserves

the P10-billion coconut levy

the P1.8 billion Customs scandal, involving the President’s

cronies
6. the missing gold bullions
Punishment for Those Who Enriched Themselves in Office

This is “a dream devoutly to be wished" in the Marcos
regime. None of those who have enriched themselves, mostly
Marcos' cronies, have yet been prosecuted and punished. But
some of those who have opposed his authoritarian rule have been
subjected to harassment and persecution.

Stop Smuggling?

The whole country has become a paradise for all sorts of
smugglers. Everything from chocolates to ladies’ chokers, toys
and textiles, guns and “grass’’ and other forbidden drugs have
been smuggled daily into the country — unabatedly!

Land Reform

The land reform program of the government has not really
made much headway. Landless tenants in 1965 are still laboring
today under miserable farming conditions, unable to pay for the
amortization of their farmlands, much less afford the necessary
fertilizers and other agricultural inputs for increased farm pro-
ductivity. Mr. Marcos' land reform program for thousands of te-
nant farmers itself cries for reforms.

Unemployment: A Nation in Search of Jobs —
Unemployed and underemployed Filipinos multiplied from
3.5 million in 1966 to 8.4 million in 1984,
— Unemployment rose from 4.9 percent in 1983 to 6.2 percent
in 1984. A total of 1.3 million Filipinos in 1984 were jobless.

Of almost 19 million employed persons that same year, 6.3
million were underemployed.

From 1980 to 1984, some 2 million jobs were lost. About
2,212 business-industrial firms laid off a total of 93,000
workers.

Strikes averaged 126 a year from 1968 to 1971, In 198], the
annual average rose to 212, From 155 ocrikes in 1983, there
were 282 in 1984,

In the first quarter of 1984, there were 64 strikes, which
rose to B8 in the first quarter of 1985, involving 23,270
workers with 626,868 manhours lost.

The right to strike, however, has become meaningless. In
some cases, striking workers were either killed or tortured
by so-called peace officers, or the leaders and members ar-
rested and detained.

Flight of Filipino labor:

12,501 overseas workers in 19756

434,207 in 1983
425,081 in 1984

Do We Have Law and Order

Never before has crimina
and crimes against persons a
most with impunity.

According to Deputy M
dad, every hour at least 5 pers
5 robbed.

During the Muslim confli
sons were killed in Mindanao
Honest Tax Collection?

No, we Filipinos are bein,
ministration. Restructuring o
was obviously to repay the re
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the heavy burden of high pri
economy, the people have now
tion of heavier, unbearable ta
The Farce About Economp.i
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1985. Total accumulated defid
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chief of staff on leave, is Marc

Fidel V, Ramos, acting AFP
General of the INP, is the P
sports czar, is his nephew.
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A Rule of Law
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No Persecution of Political

This is the biggest lie o
political detainees are until
ades — political enemies of t
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A Nationalistic Policy?

What is nationalistic abo
gaged our country and people
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by previous presidents from |
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As a consequence, our ¢
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has "‘denationalized’ the Con
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Heroic Leadership?

Militarization is the Marcos version of heroic leadership.

Before martial law (1972), the total strength of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines stood at about 55,000 soldiers. This
year the strength of the AFP has reached the 300,000 mark.

From 1977 up to mid-1984 there were 12,460 arrests, 1,458
cases of “salvaging”’, and 387 disappearances. As of May 1985,
there were 751 political detainees and prisoners who were lan-
guishing in various prisons and detention genters in the country.

A total of 500,000 persons were affected by hamletting in
Mindanao in 1982. The MNLF and NPA rebellion in Mindanao
fllilone has already caused the loss of hundreds of thousands of

ves.

Before martial law, education got the biggest share of the an-
nual budget. Since 1972 up to the present, the biggest budgetary
allocation has gone to the Armed Forces of the Philippines.

— Is it heroic to suppress the people's basic freedoms and
human rights? .

— Is it heroic to mortgage our country and people to foreign
creditors for generations to come?
Is it heroic to bring abgut, through an oppressive adminis-
tration, untold suffering and misery which have been in-
flicted on the people?
Is it heroic for a president to hold on tenaciously to power
even when the people no longer have faith and confidence in
his leadership?

But that is Mr. Marcos’ version of heroic leadership.

In 1972, to justify the imposition of martial law, Marcos again made
these pledges to the Filipino people:
L — to restore Peace and order
— to implement Land reform
— to maximize Economic development
— Lo insist on Development of moral values
— to effect Government reform
] — to promote Educational reform
7 — to improve Social services

THE WHOLE FILIPINO NATION CAN JUDGE WHETHER
MARCOS HAS KEPT FAITH WITH HIS PROMISES AND
PLEDGES, A SOLEMN COVENANT WITH THE PEOPLE WHOM
HE HAS BETRAYED.

The nation's crisis is a crisis of confidence. The economic recovery that
the President has predicted will never take place in a milieu of widespread
distrust and subterranean credibility.

For a while it was thought that the Marcos credibility was at its nadir.
Until foreign newspapers started publishing details of hidden wealth in the
United States and elsewhere, These reports only confirmed our worst
fears. Our country and people have been bled dry by a few who, by the act
of investing their ill-gotten wealth abroad, have placed their bets against
their own regime. For these people are known Marcos cronies and con-
fidants.

The exact amount of salted dollars abroad may never be determined.
But if it is anywhere close to published estimates, which is at least a billion
dollars, the suggestion that the government borrow dollars from the Mar-
cos cronies instead of the IMF-World Bank is no longer a sick joke.

There is nothing to laugh about the country's tragic state today . . .
Extraordinary measures are needed. And fast!

Only the truth can save us now.

It is the obligation of government to tell the people the plain unvar-
nished truth about their economic situation. The Constitution, the fount of
all laws, declares:

“Sec. 6. The right of the people to information on matters

of public concern shall be recognized." (Section 6, Art. IV)

That this right of the people is enshrined in the basic law is a recogni-
tion of its transcendental importance in any society that calls itself
democratic. For it is the essence of a democracy that the people are go-
verned either by themselves or with their consent. In either case they must
know the truth.

Resort to half-truths at this time can be counter-productive, For those
who know the real score only too well, like the 300,000 sacadas in Negros
Occidental, talk of the promised land of prosperity at this time would only
exacerbate, rather than relieve, social stresses.

But will not too much candor further alienate the masses?

At another time and in another clime a great leader stood up to rally
his embattled countrymen by telling them like it was and begging them for

their “blood, sweat and tears.”” Strong words for a scholar and a states-
man. Fighting words. But the fact remains that with such fighting words,
that leader was able to wring a maximum of “‘blood, sweat and tears” from
his people.

The government has launched an economic recovery program. It is a
program that counts on the total cooperation of the great mass of our long-
suffering people.

We submit that for such a program to succeed, the people who will
bear the brunt of its implementation must be told what they are in for over
the next several years and what sacrifices are expected of them. In the
words of Leonor M. Briones, Secretary to the Commission on Audit and as-
sociate professor of Public Administration at the University of the Philip-
pines, —

“Ironically, the burden of austerity has fallen primarily on
those who don't have the capacity to bear it."” (The Philippine
Debt Burden: Who Borrows, Who Pays’)

Like a father who is out of job, the government must now call its
children to a family huddle, inform them of the whys and wherefors of their
situation, and tell them to forego with good food and schooling and start
looking for a job — at least until Daddy lands another job,

The important thing is to level with them and tell them the truth.
Nothing less than the truth can move them to give of their blood, their
sweat, and their tears.

Today, what is crucial for the survival of the nation is a new set of
leaders — new in the sense that they have not ruined the people's hopes
and have not betrayed the people's trust.

The infamy and degradation of the incumbent leadership is way past
condemnation! It is beyond repair and beyond hope. .

This change in power-wielders is so urgent because governance has
been immobilized by the fact that the present cabal of leaders can only try
to fortify itself in its pit of corruption, deception, and callousness. And all
the while, the whole country is entrapped in bankruptcy and misery,

They can only resort to desperate tactics of confusing us further, ter-
rorizing us longer, brutalizing us some more. And here looms the greatest
peril threatening our national life: since the people can only take so much,
when forced to the wall, they will in turn be forced to resort to remedies
bormn of despair — and a national conflagration becomes no longer remote.

Let us restore the people's faith in themselves and in their leaders. We
challenge this administration to submit itself to a vote of confidence by the
people. This measure is a paramount requirement for governance that is
not based on iron-clad devices and deceptions.

Only with a renewal of faith and trust can the leaders mount a pro-
gram to correct the structural defects bred by authoritarianism. Only with
refreshed credibility exuded by the powers that can we start to move our
people into extricating themselves from the wreckage our national life.

But regaii.ing the confidence of our countrymen cannot be achieved by
sheer armor of firepower. Neither can it be nurtured by cracking the whip
too often. Never can it flourish under the dangling sword called Amend-
ment Noy 6 which makes a mockery of the people’s rights and their institu-
tions enshrined in the Constitution, like the Batasang Pambansa.

We, therefore, invite all members of the Batasan, for the nation’s sake,
to join hands with us in rectifying the repressive mechanisms and

measures, We must tackle the vicious Amendment No. 6. After that, we
can institute new and true checks and balances, towards a more responsive
and responsible government worthy of our peoples faith. ‘

In our desire and aspiration to be maponsib%upwsunwtwes of the
people wha have reposed their confidence upon our 8 oui_ders. we must also
strive to help the people regain their self-respect, particularly their true
voice, by supporting the press, for if this basic human right is m_ufﬂed or
muzzled by this monopolistic stranglehold, we would be laboring in a void,
insulated from the true will of the people — the bedrock of a democratic so-
ciety that we all strive to restore in our lives, in this generation — nay, in
this very decade.

(SGD.) DEMETRIO G. DEMETRIA, M.F,
(Opposition, Pangasinan)

(SGD) OSCAR F. SANTOS, M.P.
(Opposition, Quezon)

(8GD.) AUGUSTO 8. SANCHEZ, M.P,
(Opposition, Marikina-Pasig)

(SGD.) ORLANDO 5. MERCADO, M.P.
[Opposition, Quezon City)

(SGD.) HONORATO Y. AQUINO, M.P.
(Opposition, Baguio City)

(SGD.) CIRIACO R. ALFELOR, M.P.
(Opposition, Camarines Sur)

(SGD.) ZAFIRO L. RESPICIO, M.P.
{Oppoasition, Davao City)

(SGD,) DOUGLAS R. CAGAS, M.P,
(Opposition, Davao del Sur)

(SGD.) ISIDORO E. REAL, JR., M.P.
(Opposition, Zimboanga del Sur)

(SGD.) EMIGDIO L. LINGAD, M.P.
(Opposition, Pampanga)
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LABOR FRONT

10,000 hank workers
out in the cold

By JOEY SALGADO

The Central Bank padlocked all the branches
of the Binondo-based Pacific Banking Corpora-
tion last July 6, leaving some 1,000 employes dis-
placed and uncertain of their future.

Since last year, the government has quietly
taken over several major commercial banks and
have closed down more than a dozen rural banks,
Among the private banks now under govern-
ment supervision are Union Bank, Republic
Planters Bank, Pilipinas Bank, Associated Bank,
Combank, and Interbank. Banking industry
sources say these banks may be merged this
year, pointing to the recent merging of the
Philippine National Bank, Development Bank
of the Philippines and the Land Bank.

Recently, the government likewise sealed
the Philippine Veterans Bank, and placed the
Producers Bank under Central Bank receiver-
ship.

To "date, banking industry sources estimate
that almost 10,000 employes have been left
out in the cold since the closure fever started
last year. Union alert

Union officials at the Pacific Bank have been
on “red alert” since July 6, shuffling from one
union meeting to another, seeking dialogues
with the bank’s previous owners and managers,
and barging into the hallowed office of Central
Bank director and Pacific Bank receiver Antonio
Castro, Jr.

“We know that receivership is the first step
towards liguidation,”" a bank employe told
WE Forum. “That’s why we're asking for a
clear-cut CB policy on our status as Pacific Bank
employes.”

Three weeks after the takeover, the CB has
reportedly refused to assure all employes in the
bank's more than 50 branches that there would
be no job cutbacks or decreases in salaries and

benefits stipulated in their Collective Bargaining
Agreement (CBA) with the former management.

The employes recalled a verbal instruction
from the CB receiver last July B ordering all
employes “not needed in the receivership pro-
cess to go home and wait for futher notice.
According to the receiver, the employes will
still receive their salaries during the 60-day
period of receivership.

Paula Paog, union president, said: “We saw
this as a step towards termination and one way
of emasculating the right of the umion to call
for concerted action should the need arise.”
The unior immediately called a general member-
ship meeting where the employes agreed that re-
gardless of the “rehabilitation scheme™ of the
Central Bank, the main issue is security of
tenure for all bank employes. In a unanimous
vote, the union decided to defy the instructions
from Central Bank, and reported for work the
next day. Paog claims the union action prompt-
ed the CB to backtrack, and instead ordered all
employes to report for work on a *no work no
pay scheme,"”

“A Reckless Decision™

Paog is fuming mad at the takeover, and
Castro’s refusal to deal with the union. “It's
a reckless decision," Paog says of the CB take-
over, “done in the guise of protecting the in-
terests of our depositors.”” At the time of the
closure, Paog says bank officials were in the
midst of negotiating with a prospective buyer,
the Bank of Hawail, and had the sale pushed
through, the bank would have had a new lease
on life,

Paog also held the Central Bank responsible
for Pacific Bank's financial collapse. She said
Pacific has been having financial difficulties
as early as four years ago, but CB examiners

Mass termination in Cebu

A large number of workers are being given
termination notices by Atlas Consolidated
Mining and  Development Cotpumtion
(ACMDC) in Toledo City, Cebu, in violation
of a previous agreement to limit the job
cutback to only 200 workers.

The layoff scheme was made after the firm
pmpoch to cul production by 28 per cent
owing to a slump’in the p copper in the
world market. M: lﬂﬂgtrrmﬂm“y planned
to terminate some 1,000 workers for six
months but later nbzccd to a upion proposal
to lay off newly-hired employes and subcon-
tractors. With some 605 jobs to be vacated by
newly-hired workers and 286 by subcon-
tractors, only 200 regular employes were
expected to be laid off.

But lawyer Gregorio Pizzaro, Southern
Philippines Federation of Labor (SPFL),
regional director for Visayas, said he recefved
reports of diserimination and the issuance of
termination notices by department heads
ggainst active unionists and members of
SPFL's organizing committees.

The layoff at ACMDC’s Biga concentrator,
one of the firm's three concentrators, and the
closure of the Carmen Pit came five days after
SPFL. a member of the Kilusang Mayo Uno
(KMU), ousted the Philippine Social Security
Labor Union (PSSLU) in a certification
glection. — Joey Salgado

FORUCM

Pacific Bank union members seek clear-cut CB policy.

continued to give the bank a clean bill of health
and allowed it to operate. Paog adds: “We are not
privy to the real motives of the CB, but what we
want is for them to include our job security in
their rehabilitation program.’

During a meeting with bank receiver Castro
on July 22, the CB director reportedly assured ™
them that there would be no terminations
“during the period of receivership.”” But when
asked to put his assurance in writing, Castro
told the unionists he would refer the matter,
as well as the union’s other demands, to the CB
Legal Department. )

‘‘Hanggang ngayon ay wala pa rin,” Paog
sighs. “*Ang problema, pati ang request namin
na gamitin ang lobby ng bangko para sa union
meeting ay kailangan pa raw i-refer sa legal de-
partment.

‘“We don’t want to be caught sleeping,"
union member says, citing previous bank
closures where the unions were caught flat-
footed, The Pacific Bank union launched
several protest activities immediately after the
takeover, starting with a massive “operation
dikit™* at the head office and all Metro Manila
branches, where the employes put up posters
carrying the union’s demands, all over the bank
walls and corridors.

Last July 25, the union started an indefi-
nite picket at the main office in Binondo. Paog
says they will only lift the picketline after the
CB puts in writing its assurance of job security.

The IMF’s plan for the Banking Industry

The banking community is now keenly watch-
ing developments at the Pacific Bank. Bank runs

have already been reported in several commercial
banks due to heavy withdrawals by panicky de-
positors. Industry observers feel that the depo-
sitors have lost trust in the stability of the bank-
ing system, especially after the Banco Filipino
. Closure, and the series of CB takeovers that fol-
lowed,

The Central Bank took over Banco Filipino
last January 25 when Metrocom troopers simul-
taneously raided all BF's 89 branches nation-
wide. BF's owners contend that the bank was
solvent at the time of the seizure, The owners
have filed charges against the Central Bank be-
fore the Regional Trial Courts, Tanodbayan,
and the Supreme Court, for several civil and
criminal offenses.

Other bank employes see the closures in a
different light. The Financial Intermediaries
Society Against Tyranny (FIST), sees the take-
over of Pacific Bank as “‘part of a plan by the
International Monetary Fund to ‘rationalize’
the local banking system.”” The IMF scheme
calls for the whittling down of the number of
existing banks from the present 34 to about only
10. This rationalization program, purportedly
to enhance the chances of stability, has gobbled-
up several Filipino-owned banks, leaving only
several giant foreign-owned banks, and a sprink-
ling of local banking giants, in the running.

What the scheme doesn’t consider are the
thousands of bank employes who will definitely
be displaced by the mergers and closures. Labor
unrest are starting to simmer in the banking in-
dustry, and developments at Pacific Bank bear
watching.

Battle of two unions

It has been a long uphill battle, but finally,
some 3,000 employes of Shoemart Inc. will go to
the polls in August to choose their bargaining
representative for the next three years.

It will be a tossup between the Shoemart
Employees Union (SMEU-NATU), the recog-
nized union for the past seven years, and the
Sandigan ng mga Manggagawa sa Shoemart
(SMS-NFL), a group of labor milltants who
led a violence-marred strike last March.

For the officers and members of SMS-NFL,
the holding of a union election is a victory in
itself, an apt reward for nearly a year of pain-
staking organizing work. Shoemart hogged the
headlines last March after a series of violent
clasher between striking SMS militants and
SMEU loyalists. Makati policemen also figured
in the fracas, along with SM security guards and
several hired goons

The almost daily clashes were shooing away
SM's customers, prompting company president
Henry Sy to agree with the strikers’ demunds
in a dislogue on March 31, Later, after hearing
a petition filed by the SMS, the Supreme Court
ordered the immediate holding of a certification
election in all of the firm’s branches.

The SMS union office is bustling with acti-
vity. Union meetings are held nightly, oftentimes

stretching into the early hours of the morning.
Preparations for a cultural night for SM employes
at the Big Kitchen restaurant in Makati are in
full gear, aside from education seminars every
weekend for new and prospective SMS members.

So far, the SMS claims to have launched two
successful general membership meetings, attend-
ed by over 700 employes despite the stormy
weather.

Not to be outdone, the SMEU-NATU led by
Vic Bate and MABINI lawyer Ed Araullo, has
been conducting its own workers seminars
and meetings in downtown hotels and at SM
Makati’'s Training Room, often on company
time.

Both parties have yet to agree on a definite
date for the polls, but a union source said it will be
held next month. Along with the feverish poll
preparations (or part of the clection campaign)
are the stirrings of protest against several “one-
rous”” company policies. The SMEU recently
wrote Hemry Sy, guestioning the non-payment
of overtime work rendered by employes, SMS
members merely snubbed Bate's protest, claim-
ing that they had filed a casc against manape-
ment over unpaid overtime in October, 1944,

The battle for the hearts and minds, plus the
votes, of Shoemart's eimployes rages.
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" KAIGOROTAN

The Igorots are the people who live in the
Cordillera mountains, the central spine of north-
ern Luzon,

They are the Ifugao, Bontoc, Kalinga, Ting-
gian, Isneg, Yapayao, and Ibaloy — a million of
them, They have been the custodians of these
highlands for centuries, carving rice terraces out
of steep mountain sides, nurturing the land and
being nurtured by it. This land the Igorots intend
to keep for their children.

In response to landgrabbing and threats to
their continued existence, more and more Igorots
are rallying to the call of Kaigorotan — because
the Igorots must live.

In early June, about 500 Igorots — 300 repre-
sentatives of 44 allied organizations and some
200 volunteer staff and observers — held the
Second Cordillera People’s Congress in Bontoc,
Mountain Province to discuss problems they
faced as indigenous national minorities.

Kaigorotan is the name by which the Cor-
dillera nations want to be known.

From the point of view of the prevailing
system’s development plans, the Igorots are in
the way, Their lands, their forests, their hunting
grounds, their marvelous territory, the Cor-
dillera mountains, are all a stimulus, a lure for
the greed of the great, of the powerful, of the
logging concessionaires, of the mining corpora-
tions, and of a mutated neo-colonialism that has
turned Filipinos against their brother Filipinos.
Today, the people of the Cordillera (non-Igorots
included) face and experience daily the realities
of civil war,

The Igorots are among the poorest, the small-
est, the most unprotected of Filipinos, but they
are also among the freest in spirit, the most com-
munity-minded, and the ones who live most har-
moniously with nature. They are a part of the
mountains, and the mountains are part of them.

The proudest of Kaigorotan are the elders.
During the congress, which they considered a
milestone, they beamed with satisfaction. At a
break in the discussions, a tall and straight Ka-
linga told the congress, “‘Young as 1 am (72
years old), I feel myself to be a full member of
the Cordillera People’s Alliance, Since before,
I have always sang about our Cordillera life."
Then, with a clear voice, he sang a new composi-
tion in the traditional style about the fascism
and militarization that have brought suffering
to the people.

The delegates, in the spirit of self-reliance,
brought what they could share: beans from the

uma (swidden farms) and sticky rice for cakes.
The youth gave their time doing chores and
mimeographing the resolutions.

One of the more appreciated aspects of the
congress was the well-managed catering service.
A pleasant young man whom everyone called
Alex, assisted by an association of Samoki wo-
men, carried off this important operation
smoothly. A member of the Bontoc city coun-
cil, he considered cooking a pleasure and said, “It
is a way of making other people happy. Good
food does a lot to generate a feeling of well-
being. Conferences should always have good food
— and lots of it — so the participants can do good
work."”

These were moments of social transformation
for the lIgorots, and they participated with deep
commitment.

One reflection of this genuine patriotism is
the Cordillera People’s Alliance for the Defense
of the Ancestral Domain (CPA for short). The
CPA was formed during the First Cordillera
People's Congress held June 1984 in Bontoc.
Twenty-seven organizations became charter mem-
bers of the alliance, which was intended to “‘work
for the realization of an indigenous people’s
program [or the defense of the Cordillera ances-
tral domain and for the sc!f—dl.tcrmmauon of
Kaigorotan."

This year, the CPA expanded to include a
total of 44 affiliate organizations. It has ac-
quired a considerably influential political base
among the people of the region, and is poised
to challenge the ruling party in the coming elec-
toral process.

During its first year, the CPA organized
several mass actions advancing Kaigorotan unity
and consciousness. It campaigned for the forma-
tion of the Cordillera into one autonomous
region by hosting community meetings. The
protest against militarization ran like a thread
through all of its activities, Fact-finding missions
to militarized arcas were frequently organized
and supported, easing the people’s tensions.

The Cordillera is now heavily militarized.
Combined troops of the Philippine Armed Forces,
including the Marines, have been deployed all
over the mountains in a strategy called Task
Force Cordillera, According to Gen, Tomas Dum-
pit, commander of the Regional Unified Com-
mand I (RUC-I), the operation, which was
launched in May 1985, is designed to ‘‘pin down
the NPA troops led by rebel priest Conrado
Balweg."
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The presence of the New People’s Army has
become increasingly felt in recent months. In
separate operations, small units have raided five
municipalities, and confiscated all the guns and
ammunition of local police, Travellers in Apayao
report having sighted NPA units of up to 100
members each. These units are reputed to be
well-trained and well-equipped.

At dawn of February 9, 1985, Conrado Bal-
weg, leading some 300 heavily-armed NPA re-
gulars backed up by another 300 new recruits,
raided the municipal hall of Sadanga, Mountain
Province. The revolutionaries disarmed the entire
police force, the members of the Civilian Home
Defense Force (CHDF), and five government
soldiers. During the brief occupation of the pob-
lacion, the NPA held a meeting which town
mayor Estanislao Fagto attended while hog-tied.
The mayor was made to publicly confess his
offenses against the people, and Balweg reported-
ly chided the mayor: **You better resign. Look at
you! You are the only one in this town with
a big stomach."

On May 29, 1985, several uniformed NPA
units on board three logging trucks attacked Ka-
bugao municipal hall in Apayao, In the firefight
that ensued, 8 soldiers and 2 NPA died. The NPA
set fire to the municipal hall and hauled away
100 assorted guns.

In Ifugao, the people are still talking about
an American F-16 fighter plane that crashed ‘in
the vicinity of barangay Ubao, municipality of
Aguinaldo. Immediately after the incident took
place, American and Filipino armed forces
secured the area not allowing anyone beyond
thein cordon. Three helicopters with US Air
Force markings appeared on the scene to pick
up the three dead pilots. According to a parish
priest in Mayoyao, lfugao, the helicopter tescue
mission searched all over for a particular plane
part, which was described as a small black box,
When the item was found, the soldiers and heli-
copters took off, leaving the wreckage behind,
This story was never reported in the national
or local papers.

A Cordillera News Agency dispatch from
Sadanga, Mountain Province said the ongoing
military operations to trap Balweg in the area
have made life difficult for the tribespeople.
The harassment of the Sadanga villagers by the
military ~ began after three photojournalists
interviewed the revolutionary leader, and re-
vealed their contacts to the military,

Massive clearing operations in Sadanga began
on May 23, after a company of soldiers encoun-
tered elements of the NPA, The residents of Bel-
wang, a barrio of Sadanga, say that on that day,
they heard continuous mortarfire coming from
beyond their village.
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Since operations began, the people of Sa-
danga have been afraid to go to their fields, lest
they be mistaken for rebels. Rice — almost ready
for harvest — is left to the birds and the rats,
Swidden plots — due for planting — are left
untended, Gold panning in the Chico river has
stopped, Access to the forests is restricted.

“In effect, the military operations are a form
of economic blockade,’* a Cordillera observer has
said. “If these conditions persist, there will be
widespread hunger in the Cordillera in a few
months' time,"”

These are difficult times for the Igorots,
times that challenge a people’s will to survive.
— ADELAIDA L. PEREZ, Cordillera News
Agency
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IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION OF THE MINOR
CHILD MARY ANNE S,
MANANSA LA,

Sp. Proc. No, 232-V-B5
DR. MANUEL G, ANDAYA

and DRA. LILIAN A. LAZARO,
Petitionars,

MANI LA, at
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In a verifled Amended Pet|-
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alinta, Valenzuela, Metro Ma-
nila; that the above-named
minor was born on February
17 1978; that her natural
mother ve her written con-
sent to the ldOI‘JIIUH[] and that
petitionars are morally fit and
economlcall
not disqualified by law to
adopt the above-named minor,
WHEREFORE,

tional Capital
Rafael St.,

egal rights and case
use the
adoplting
herain,

study

report

hearing.

Valenzuela,
July 12, 1985,

(sGD,

petition to be sufficientin form
substance,

and anyone who has
objection to the petition should
flie his opposition thereto with
the statement of his grounds

secullve weeks before the date
In an
of genera "circulation through-
out the Philippines, to be selec-
ted through a raffle to be con-
ducted by the Executive Judge

of this Order

Region, San July 10,
Manila, for the oath of offlce as administra-
former to appear and repre-
sont the State at Lhe aforesald to
be dec- date and time of
for the latter to conduct a soclal

sought to be
natural parents and the pet|-
tioners, within fifteen (15) days
from receipt hereof, submmlng
thereon to the
Court at  least
befora August 14
appear on the da

one (1) week
{ 1985, and to

SO ORDERED.

SAMlL.ON
sound and are BARLON
Judga

finding thu July 22, 29, August 5, 1985

REPUBLIC OF THE PH|L-
IPP| INES REGIONAL TRIAL
COUR NATIONAL  CAPI-
TAL JUDICIAL. REGION,
BRANCH XXVI, MANI LA

IN THE MATTER OF THE

INTESTATE ESTATES

]HE DECEASED SPOUSES
LEIDO, SR, AND

QUITERIAJ LEM.‘:

Sp, Proc. No. 85-30871

CORINNA LEIDO CAPARAS,
Petitioner.

the same s
hearing on

Metro

3) con-
newspapor

o —

ORDER

Notice |s hereby glven to all
croditors of the estates of the
deceasod spouses Jose A, Leldo
and Qulterla J. Leldo that
Letters of Administration was
Issued by . this Court to Mrs.
Carinna Leldo Caparas on
1985 and took her

Devolopment,
Center, MNa-

trix on the same date, pursuant
Sectlons 1, 2 and 3, Rule
hearing, and 86 of the Rules of Courl.
Claims agalnst the estates

the person should be H ed for not more
adopted, the than twelve (12) nor
less than six (6} months f-om
the date of the flrst publication
of sald notlce,

Let this notice be caused to
be published |n the “"WE Forum'*
newspaper for three (3) weeks
successively and another notice
to be posted In two public
places (n the City Hall, Manlia.

Manila, July 15, 1985
(SGD.) CORONA IBAY
SOMERA
Judge
July 22, 29, August §,

e and h(]lﬂ‘ of

Metro Manlia, SO ORDERE

1988
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Reel talk

By DANNY T. VIBAS

There's a box office war going on between
two directors who are very good friends: Lino
Brocka and Mel Chionglo. Brocka's “‘White
Slavery” opened in Metro Manila theaters
Thursday (July 25) morning, and on the night
of the same day, Chionglo’s *‘Company ol
Women® had its gala premiere at the Manila
Film Center, followed by regular screenings
which lasted up to midnight.

While both movies deal on the pleasures
and perils of prostitution, Chionglo’s may be
said to have commercial — and maybe even
artistic — advantages over that of Brocka since
that of the former didn't have to suffer censor-
ship courtesy of the whimsical Board of Review
for Motion Pictures and Television (BRMPT). In
fact, one reason the showing of ‘“‘White Slavery"'
was very much delayed was that Brocka advised
his producer, Boy de Guia of Special People
Productions, not to hurry in submitting the
movie to the BRMPT for approval since the
completion of the movie's principal photography
nearly coincided with Brocka's filing of a case
with the Supreme Court protesting the BRMPT's
classification of his still-unreleased “Bayan Ko
(Kapit Sa Patalim)" as “For Adults Only™ but
with cuts, just the same. Brocka wanted a
“General Patronage” classification — and without
cuts. Also, shortly after Brocka filed the case, he
was arrested — and subsequently detained for
two weeks — while personally sympathizing with
a group of striking jeepney drivers in Cubao,
Quezon City, last January. Detained under the
jrrational, inhuman, and undemocratic Pre-
ventive Detention Action (PDA), Brocka is only

@ PORUCT

Brocka vs Chionglo: now at the

box office soon as ex-friends?

temporarily free because he is out only on bail.
L

De Guin says he is happy with the first-day
gross of his movie in the 28 theaters where it
opened and will be shown for a weeck. On the
other hand, several movie reporters who at-
tended the gala premiere of “Company of Wo-
men" say that the crowd that night wasn’t as
big as that of the gala premiere of “Scorpio
Nights” — and also not as happy with the bold
scenes of this latest ECP offering as the crowd of
“Scorpio Nights™ had been. Although Liz Alin-
dogan, Irma Alegre, and Mark Gil, the lead stars
of “Company of Women,” had frontal nude
scenes and sizzling sex bouts, they were not,
according to the same movie reporters, as erotic
as those of Anna Marie Gutierrez and Daniel
Fermnando in “Scorpio Nights." They also found
Chionglo's latest movie very much less artistic
than “‘Scorpio Nights" which Gallaga himself
never denied to be a piece of erotica — even as
he also once vehemently described his work as
“an artistic film."

De Guia further says that “White Slavery™ got
a “B” from the Films Rating Board, “B" being

the second highest rating the board awards, and
it entitles the movie to a 25 per cent tax rebate
{while an “A" to 50 per cent). De Guia says had
his movie been produced on a bigger budget and
not suffered several technical and production
deficiencies due to its shoestring funding, it
might have won an A" from the board.
wn e

Whatever artistic and commercial gaps the
critics and the public may discover between
“White Slavery™ and “Scorpio Nights,"" one
hopes it will not get into the friendship of their
respective directors. One actually sees a possible
source of strain between the two director’s
friendship: as far as one knows they are bolh
members of the Concerned Artists of the Philip-
pines (CAP). And, again, as far as one knows,
the CAP has made a stand never to accept a
project that will directly benefit the Cultural
Center of the Philippines and the ECP. In fact,
even if Chionglo isn't a CAP member, how can he

consider himsell a true friend and supporter of
Brocka if he agreed to do a movie which he knew
beforchand would be shown at the ECP’s Film
Center? One knows for a fact that Chionglo was
a frequent visitor of Brocka while he was in
detention.

This column is being written Friday (July 26)
and the next day,a CAP convention is scheduled
at the UP faculty center in Diliman, With his
“Company of Women" playing at the ECP, one
wonders il Chionglo would have the gall to show
at the convention of a group which he practically
betrayed? If he does, one wonders further how
he will defend himself against those who might
question his motives for allowing himsell to be,
in effect, used by the Marcos regime under which
only institutions like the ECP can flourish?
Brocka is against the ECP not because it shows
uncensored sex movies but precisely because the
ECP is part and parcel of the Marcos dictatorship
in this country.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHIL
IPPINES, REGIONAL TRIAL
COURT, NATIONAL CAPITAL
JUDICIAL REGION, BRANCH
LXXXVI, QUEZON CITY

IN RE: PETITION FOR THE
= ISSUANCE OF OWNER'S DUP-
LICATE OF TRANSFER CER-

E

Classified Ads

orsc JI_ TORSALE

TIFICATE OF TITLE NO.
215949 OF THE_ REGISTER
DEEDS QUEZON CITY

LRC CASE NO. Q-3172(85)

AMELIA O. AURE,
Petitioner

and on the E_ along line 5-1 by
Lot 10, Blk. 45, all of the
subdn. plan. Beginning at a
point marked “1'" on_ plan,
being N. 2 deg. 3E,, 779,32
m. from BLLM No. 10, Quezon
City; thence 5. B5 deg, 44 min,
W, 600 m. to point 2;
thence S. 85 deg. 44 min. W,
10.00 m, to point 3;thence N, 4
GO?. 16 min., W., 25.00 m, to
point 4; thence N, 85 deg, 44
min. E., 16.00 m. to point 5;
thence S. 4 deg. 16 min. E.,
25.00 m. to point of beginning;
containing an area of FOUR
HUNDRED (400) SQUARE
METERS, more or less xx."

The hearing of this petition

Republic of the Philippines,
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT,
National Capital Judiclal Re-
gion, Paslg, Metra Manlla,
BRANCH CLXII (162)

IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION OF CHRISTIAAN
ALVIN B. TOMACRUZ,

CASE NO, 444-J

SPOUSES PAULINO 5. MAG-

g‘AhAS AND ANGELINA B.
OMACRUZ-MAGCALAS,
Patitioners,

X

NOTICE OF HEARING

pound, Pasig, Meiro Manila on
August 21, 1985 at 8:30 a.m.,
at which place, dale and hour
aforesald, all Interested per-
sons are hereby cited to appear
and show cause, if any they
have, why the sald petition
should not be granted.

Let this notice be published
at the expense of the petitioners
in the "WE FORUM" a news-
paper edited and published in
C.iuszon Cjty and of genera
circulation In the province o
Rizal and Metro Manlila once
a week for three (3) consecutive
weeks and a copy of this notice
together with the copy of the
petition be served upon the

ATENEO-UP AREA
XVILLE 455 SQM PB50/ 945
SQM ONLY P600/M2 25%
DWN 5 YRS & P11T 310 SQM
P850/ P264T 894 SQM PB30/;
576.4 SQM P287T DWN P6.8T
32 MONTHS. 477 SQM P369T
ASSUME, KATIPUNAN
FRONT ATENEO GYM 1387-
1350 SQM P1300T/SGQM 20
YRS P4,475 MONTHLY P295T
FOR 2BR CONDO. *EXCLU—
SIVE 50 LOT US

STYLE WALLED LAND-
SCAPED ARCH-CONTROLD
450600 SQM 30% DOWN 5
YRS Nil UP-MARCOS, AVE
PBOO/MZ ONLY *5 MINUTES
AWAY FROM CVS HOMES
IMELDA AV. 200 SQM P650
20% DWN BAL 4 YRS,
*TSORA UP 1374 CORNER
100M TO MARCOS @ P850/
sQM * TSORA UP 5BR 4TB
450 SQM CORNER LOT ONLY
PBSOT

OTHER LOTS & HOUSES,
*ATTN: S55 MEMBERS! AN
AFFORDABLE: P110T PACK-
AGE AT SUNRISE N'LICHES.
CALL FOR DETAILS,

RARE OFFER!

BETTER THAN JOBOS| OWN,
EARN, GROW GET REFUND
BONUS 10TH YEAR GUA.
RANTEED CITY TRUST ON
HOTEL CONDO UNT. P360T
— EARN 10% AYR RECEIVED
P30T BONUS

REFUND 10TH YRI BUEN-
JIA AYALA 10T 1423 sQM
£9.25M PTAMO EXT OFF=
WHSE P1.4M INC ONLY P1OM
CUBAO/LIS5TH AVE HI.LY
COMML 120 SQM EA P1500
ONLY 24% DWN BAL 5 YRS

INCREASE INCOME &
VALUES; COLLECT BACK UR
P16.5M ON 10TH YRI

*HOTEL CONDO UNIT @
P360T EARN 10% — SAME
DEAL — REFUND BONUS,
*PRIME BUENDIA/AYALA
AVE COMM'L W/P3M INCOML
— P35M — FULL REFUND
BONUS ON 10TH. *ADJOIN-

ING 1423 VACANT LOT
P9.25M — SAME REFUND BN-
NUS DEAL! *PTAMO EXT
OFF-WHSE W/Pl1.4
Plam, GET

BACK BONUS REFUND 10TH
YEAR!

AMAZING GROWTH

OF AYALA MAKATI HAS
COUNTERPART IN:

LEVITOWN!!

LANCASTER CITY USA AT
ANTELOPE VALLEY. SITE
OF $20B AEROSPACE IN-
DUSTRY!  $15-817T/ACRE,
20% DOWN 15 YRS BAL @
$190 A MO. WILL MAKE YOU
A 8 MILLIONAIRE IN 10
YRS OR LESS!
*NR ST SCHO W/ P96T AN
NUAL RENT —P1M
PAG-IBIG LOTS

NR IMELDA-MIA PQUE 200
SQM 25 YRS TO PAY

MARS L. ARANETA
PART-FULL TIME ASSO-
CIATES WELCOME FREE
CAR USE 091307 994393
967394

QUICK CAR LOANS

BODY REPAIR-PAINT 12-18
MODS TO PAY 4 78 & UP CARS
“RVICE 4 HIRE LO RATES
Uy AND SELL CARS
MBENZ74 200G P130T OPEL
REKEB0O P40 DWN P4A300 24
MONTHS COLT MIRAGLS2
ACS Pa0 DWN P4300 24 DX
COROLLA B0 ACS PIZDWN
P3450 24 MOS.  GEM
DIESEL 81 P32T DOWN P3450
24 MOS, MINICA ‘76 PI5T
MARS L, ARANETA
991307 994393 967394
FOR READERS

SERVICES
OUTSIDE MANILA/DAVAO

MALAY A
WE DO ANY ERRAND FOR U,
WRITE MARS L. ARANETA
79 XAVIERVILLE AVE, LO-
YOLA HTS QC 991307 FOR
DAVAO CITY & PROVINCES,
WRITE JOHNNY SULIT & AS-
SOCIATES, SULIT BLDG,
MATINA - DAVAD CciITY
7-21-88 or 7-35-16

INC  —-

Is set for August 12, 1985 at
8:30 In the morning.

Let this order be published
once a week for three (3) con-
secutive weeks (n the "WE
FORUM" a newspaper of
general clreulation In Quezon
City* selected in a raffie con-
ducted on July 9, 1985, by 'the
Executlve Judge, Regjonal Trial
Court, Quezon City,

Let copies of the petition
and this order be sent to the
Office of the Solicitor General
petitjonar and Register o©
Deeds, City Attorney both of
Quezon City,

SO ORDERED,

Quezon Citg

July 16, 1985

(SGD.) ANTONIO P, SOLANO
JUDGE

ORDER

This |s a verified petition for
Issuance o©of Owner's duplicate
Copy of Transfer Certificate of
Title No. 215949, of the Regis-
ter of Deeds, Quezon City, re-
aistered In the name of Amelia
Ocampo Aure married to Miguel
V. Aure situated In Quezon City
and more particularly described
as follows:

“pa parcel of land (Lot 9,
Bik, 45 of the subd, plan Psd-
56573, being a portion of Lot
18 Pcs-4564, GLRO Rec, No,
7681) Dist.
Oiliman, Quezon City,
Bounded on the S, alongg line
1-2 by Lot 19, Blk. 45; along
line 2-3 by Lot 18, Bik. 45;
and on the W, along line 3-4 b
Lot B, Blk. 45; and on the N.
along line 4-5 by Road Lol 42;

situafed In the

July 29, Aug. 5 & 12, 1985

Office of the Solicitor General,
Makatl, Metro Manila and the
Soclal Worker of this Court.
The latter Is hereby directed to
conduct a Soclal Case Study of
the minor to be adopted, his
natural parent, as well as the
petitioners and to submit a
report and recommendation on
the matter, within one (1)
woek before the date of the
scheduled hearina.

WITNESS THE HOMN,
RIZALINA BONIFACIO
VERA, Judge of this Court this
16th day of July, 1985 at
Paslg, Metro Manila

A verifled petition dated
July 5, 1985 has been presented
In this Court by petitioners
through counsel praylng that
judgment be rendered adjudging
that the minar child, Christiaan
Alvin B. Tomacruz, be freed
from all legal obligations of
obedlence and maintenance
with respect to his natural
father, and that he be declared,
to all legal Intents and purposes,
the child of the petitioners, and
that his surname be changed
to that of the petitioners.

WHEREFORE, notice s
hereby glven that the said petl-
tion will be heard by this Court
sitting at the Second Floor
Hall of Justice, Capltol Com

(Sgd.) GRACE S, BELVIS
Acting Clerk of Court

July 22, 29, August 5, 1985

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
Makati, Metro Manila
—o00o0—

QFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
and Ex-OFFICIO SHERIFF
Foreclosure No. 85-267

NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
SALE OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER
ACT 3135, as amended by ACT 4118 [(AS M.
PLEMENTED BY ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER
NO. 3 DATED OCTOBER 19, 1984 OF THE
SUPREME COURT

PURSUANT to the terms of tha Deed of Real Estate Mort-
goge doted February 28, 1981 by Mortgagors SPS, CRESEN-
CIANO 5. ARBOLEDA and NIMFA Y. ARBOLEDA, in favor
of the Mortgagee FIRST SUMMA SAVINGS & MORTGAGE
BANK, which the NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE
CORPORATION acquired under a Purchese Loan and Mortgagea
Contract ond which the National Home Mortgage Finance
Corporation assigned 1o HOME FINANCING CORPORATION
by virtue of the Deed of Assignment dated May 22, 1984, to
satisfy the mortgege Indebtedness smounting to F103,032.78
PESOS, in Phillppine currency, as of June 17, 1985 with in-
terest, penalty, attorney's fees and other charges together with
all lawful fees and expenses of foreclosure sale, the EXECUTIVE
JUDGE of the Regional Trial Court of Makati, Metro Manila
thru the undersigned Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of
Makati, Metro Manila, hereby announces that on Aug. 13, 1985
at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, in front of

the Municipal Building of Muntinlupa, Metro Manila, he and/or
the deputy sheriff incharge will sell at public auction to the
highest bidder and for cash, in Philippine currency the following
described real property with all its improvements existing there-
on, to wit;
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 5-108138
REGISTRY OF DEEDS OF MAKATI, METRO MANILA
“A parcel of land (Lot 4, of the consolidation and sub-
division plan Pcs-04-000491, being a portion of Lots 39 & 41,
Block 15, Pcs-04.000265, L.R.C. Record No. 2721), situated
in the Barrio of Bagbagan, Municipality of Muntinlupa, Metro
Manila. Bounded on the SE., along lines 1-2 by Lot 3 of the
consolidation and subdivision plan; on the S along line 2-3 by
Lot 42: on the NW., along line 3-4 by Lot 44, both of Block
16: and on the NE., and E., along lines 4-5-1 by Road Lot 28,
all of Pes-04-00265, x x x.Containing an area of ONE HUN-
DRED FIFTY-S)1X (156) SQUARE METERS, more or less.”

Interested parties are enjoined to investigate for themselves
the title to the said real property & encumbrances, if any there
be.

Makati, Metro Manila, July 8, 1985,

FOR THE EXECUTIVE JUDGE:

MAXIMO C, CONTRERAS
Clerk of Court and
Ex-Officio Sherif!

PUBLICATION: WE FORUM
DATES: July 16, 22, & 28, 1985

Copy fumished: Sps. Cresenciano Arboleda and, Nimfa Arbo-
leda (Mortgagors): Atty. Amelia S. Tansinsin, Counsel for
the Morigagee
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‘KAPIT SA PATALIM’

Rap inth
By NINI S.

“It's a wavering decision, it's bakla,” said
FLAG lawyer Haydee Yorac when asked what
she felt about the Supreme Court decision on the
certiorari suit filed against the Board of Review
for Motion Pictues and Television chief, Maria
Kalaw Katigbak and members of her board, by
Atty, Yorac’s clients, Malay Films, producer of
“Bayan ‘Ko, Kapit Sa Patalim,” Lino Brocka, and
Pete Lacaba, director and writer, respectively, of
the movie.

The High Court ruling, written by now retired
Chief Justice Enrique Fernando, did not grant
Brocka et. al. their certiorari petition on the
ground that there were not enough votes to merit
a ruling of grave abuse of discretion on the cen-
sor chief’s part.

The Supreme Court decision, however, clear-
ly stated, *That there: was an abuse of discretion
by the respondent Board is evident in the light of
the difficulty and travail undergone by peti-
tioners before ‘Kapit sa Patalim' was classified as
‘For Adults Only," without any deletion or cut.
Moreover, its per ception of what constitutes
obscenity appears to be unduly restrictive. This
Court concludes then that there was an abuse of
discretion. Nonetheless, there are not enough
votes to maintain that such an abuse can be con-
sidered grave."

The rullng, on the other hand, limited the
powers of the censors to mere classification of
films and stripped it of its power to ban (ilms *'to
avoid an unconstitutional taint on its creation.”

“In effect, here, what the Supreme Court did
was to amend the law, It did not declare the
provision we were attacking as unconstitutional
and that provision of the law clearly gives the
Board the power to ban films entirely ' Atty.
Yorac explained.

**So, without declaring that portion of the law
unconstitutional, the Supreme Court merely told
the Board that itcan no longer invoke that provi-
sion (to ban films) and that now, it only has the
power to classify.

“Generally, the Spreme Court cannot amend
the law but it does it anyway. Amending the law
was never the province of the Court.” scoffed
Yorac.

The outspoken lady lawyer also surmised that
the Court was “feeling chivalrous towards Mrs.
Katigbak because of her age (she's 74) so that it
did not have the heart to tell her that she
"~ committed graveabuseof . discretion, only an
abuse. So what kind of abuse? A cute abuse?
And the Supreme Court only gave her a rap in
the knuckles for committing that “cute” abuse.

knuckles

VALERA

“] am now surprised since the Supreme Court
justices, especially former chief justice Fernando,
claim that they are civil libertarians. Why will
they not consider a restraint of speech grave
abuse of discretion?

“I think everytime you curtail the liberty of
people, everytime that you allow the restriction
of expression of artists — and classification is a
form of restraint — it is a grave abuse of power
and discretion,” Yorac bistled.

“In a roundabout way, the Supreme Court
did not want to displease Marcos, and in effect, it
was also saying that they are for freedom of ex-
pression.”

The result of the case had not been totally
hopeless, Yorac said, although it was a big dis-
appointment to her and 1o her clients. She's
happy that at least, there's a portion in the ruling
that states that the Board can now only classify
films. Yorac also surmised that the case's respon-
dent, Mrs. Katigbak, was not altogether happy
too with the decision, based on the rumors which
had reached Yorac.

“l heard she threatened to resign,”" Yorac
said, “and she should have done that a long time
ago. She's been there a long time, too long. And
in her particular case, even a single week is too
long.”

Asked if there are plans to appeal their case,
Yorac said that she now finds the action futile,

“The court took a long time in deciding tae
case God knows how long they will take if we
appealed the decision. This long process of the
law is again a curtailment of freedom of speech
and expression,” Yorac noted,

Meanwhile, director Lino Brocka had seem-
ingly taken a back seat stance as his comments
and reactions to the Supreme Court ruling of the
case lacked his customary brand of fire. Brocka,
however, was not completely speechless as he still
bewailed the ruling using the same term his
lawyer Yorac used in assessing the decision of
the case.

“Bakla talaga ang disisyon. With a person
like Fernando, what can you do? The others
were optimistic during the hearings, but per-
sonally, | didn't expect much from the case, espe-
cialy from Fernando® [ saw him receive the
Order of Kalantiaw on TV just recently, and |
also saw him in that same telecast toasting the
President and the First Lady, Sabi ko, this is not
the kind of man who would decide in our case's
favor. His decision was, in fact, in character with
the man that he is -

Bosworth’s offer
has some limits

United States Ambassador
Stephen W. Bosworth has said
that his office isopen to any re-
quest by the Philippine govern-
ment for hisgovernment to help
out in the investigation of the
circumstances that led to the
accumulation of assets and in-
vestments of prominent Filipino
businessmen and top govern-
ment officials in his country.

Bosworth, however, made
clear that US government
efforts in  helping out the
wealth probe will be subject
to the extent and scope allowed

by US laws. )
At a Rotary Club of Manila

meeting last week, which also
marked nearly his first year of
diplomatic stint in the Philip-
pines, the US Ambassador, res-
ponding to a question during
the open forum, said il request-
ed by the Philippine govern-
ment to assist in the wealth
probe, his oflice would receive
the request but only up to the
extent or limits set by US laws.

This statement has led some
businessmen in the private
sector and opposition MPs at
the Batasan to believe that
any attempts to solicit the help
of the US government in the
probe efforts would be useless.

“The point is that such a
gargantuan amount of money
has left the country at a time
that its government is grappling
with an ever-ballooning debt;

logic would demand an expla-
nation of Inter-relation of these
two opposite but related pheno-
menon,” an outspoken opposi-
tion assemblyman said.

“The favored businessmen
and politicians are so rich
while the ordinary people are so
poor,” lamented a government
employe.

The policy enunciated by
the US ambassador is expected
to draw a tide of clamdr from
both the citizenry, the opposi-
tion and those in the private
sector to press the US govern-
ment to join in the probe
efforts.

At the Batasan, the opposi-
tion got 50 members to sign a
resolution to impeach President
Marcos. As of this writing, a
campaign is being strenuously
waged by other militant organi-
zalions opposed to the Mar-
cosgovernment - to gather a
million  signatures to oust
Marcos. At last report, some
10,000 people have signed a
resolution to oust the Pres-
ident.

In the business community,
most bankers and industrialists
were keen but held back in
confronting the issue head-on.
Most of those in the private
sector would rather attend to
the more urgent task of putting
the corporate house in order
again or rethinking corporate
plans now that external finan-
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cing — both official and com-
mercial worth about §12
billion is on the verge of being
finally granted by foreign cre-
ditors, barring certain unfore-
seen hitches.

Political and economic ob-
servers have warned against half-
hearted efforts in  the wealth
probe, saying that here was a
rare chance to unseat a Pres
ident in this manner. (Dennis
F. Fetalino)

Statement

{From page §)

cannot achieve this credibi-
lity unless journalists are
allowed to de what they
have to do.

We therefore urge the
authorities to desist from
unnecessarily exerting
pressure on the media. We
demand that the govern-
ment respect and recognize
the duties and functions of
journalists, Most of all, we
urge our fellow-journalists
to uphold the integrity of
the profession by presenting
events in a manner that is
as close to the truth as
possible.

NORTHERN DISTRICT

PRESS
CLUB, INC.
25 July 1985
Quezon City
Tel. Nos. 998-386/996-194/
996-090

A new

(From page 2)

victory for them - after all, it was an unprece-
dented event inthe history of the Philippine
legislature,

Out in the streets, the daily pickets by mode-
rate businessmen and leftdeaning groups conti-
nued, with the former targetting so-called crony-
owned establishments.

Friday's rally in Makati was marred by a
blockade pui up by police on members of the
Anti-Cronyism  Movement  (Acronym). That
momning  “rime Minister Cesar Virata himsell
was reported by the Agence France-Presse to

have admitted the existence of “‘hidden wealth’
by prominent Filipinos abroad, even adding that
government had been trying to find ways to re-
cover “those illegally acquired and stashed away.,

Whether or not the Virata admission, or the
rally blockade were signals that Mr. Marcos had
become jittery over the multi-pronged reactions,
no one would confirm,

But other political observers were quick to
note that the “new tidal wave™ had surged just
a month before the nation was to mark the
second death anniversary of Opposition Leader
Benigno Aquino Jr., whose murder remains a big

After Marcos

ment and countless other prob-
lems. Either way they have one
foot in the grave. He can keep
quiet and continue working for
sub-standard wages that will
eventually starve his family out.
They can decide to join a union
to fight for their rights and may
end up dead or maimed in a
picketline clash. Need we
wonder why workers are be-
coming more militant? The twin
evils of poverty and state ter-
rorism have emboldened them
to take to the streets to air their
grievances. These two condi-
tions have beaten so-called com-
munist influence to agitating the
workers. There is no need for
communist  subversives to
agitate the workers to fight for
their rights, Poverty and state
repression have already done the
job, thanks to Mr. Marcos.

How will Marcos “go™?
Toleatino: It is very hard to

mystery and embarrassment to Marcos.

(From page 3)

foretell how President Marcos
will end his power. It could
either be by election or by an
act of God, we are not really
in a position to tell.

The signs do not indicate a
communist take-over in the
foreseeable future, and |
believe this can be avoided by
instituting meaningful reforms
in society, in the economy and
in foreign relations. A military
take-over is always a possibility,
but | do not believe this Is
likely to take place under our
constitutional set-up.

Laurel: Foretelling how any-
body would go is a difficult
thing to do but, as we know,
Marcos won't finish his term.
Even if “he does not intend to
die,” nobody Is immortal We
know he will not be here
during the 1986 or 1987

* elections.

But if he still happens to be
there, and if he seeks reelec-

tion, even if he will use all kinds
of election cheating which he
himsell had introduced, he will
be ousted, Because the people
are angry now. They will have
to be killed if Marcos is to cheat
again. In fact, during my tour in
Cebu recently, the people there
were telling me that they will
use axes or bolos to kill those
who will try to cheat.

Olalin: President Marcos will
not definitely step down from
power on his own Initiative, Im-
peachment proceedings initiated
in a KBL-dominated Batasan
have no chance of ousting Mar-
cos Past elections have taught
us Marcos is “unbeatable.™ So
its either he goes “‘naturally"
by dying, the military topples
his regime, or the people may
suceed in putting a new govern-
ment based on genuine demo-
cratic principles and represent-
ing the broad alliance of mass-
based groups A military coup
is not possible without US
backing, and so far, Marcos is
still the best US stooge, serving

the interests ol Mother America,
When the United States decides
he has outlived his usefulness,
that’s the time he will go,
unless of course death overtakes
him first.

What are the possible Scena-
rios if and when Marcos goes?

Tolentino: In the event that
President Marcos steps down, |
think there will be a temporary
development of multi-parties be-
cause there will be a scramble to
succeed him. Even the KBL
might suffer some [ragmenta-
tion.

1 do not think the First Lady
will just take over. What she
may do is run as Presdent to
suceed her husband, and that
will depend on the response of
the people.

As long as constitutional
processes are followed, the
transition will be peaceful
Only when there are changes
which do not subscribe to cons-
titutional processes will there
be some turbulence and even
ome violence, | cannot my

whether there will be anarchy
and bloodshed, I cannot say it
is remote, just very hard to fore-
tell.

Laurel: If Marcos is ousted
through election, we can effect
true recovery. Not only econo-
mic but also political, social and
moral recovery. The people’s
faith in the government will be
restored and we will have no
more problems of insurgency,
Our brothers fighting in the hillg
will come down to help in the
recovery of the nation. They
won't come down now, despite
the promises of Marcos of re-
forms, since they have com-
pletely lost their faith in the
Marcos Government,

And if he goes by, say death,
military or communist takeover,
a violent scenario js likely to
happen. There will be power
struggle among Marcos' follow-
ets, or among the military. The
military might as well jump
the gun from the communists to
prevent their possible takeover.

There are four options to

consider:

L. To keep himself in power,
Marcos will use more violence:

2. The longer Marcos rules,
the communists will get
stronger;

3, The military will jump the
gun from the New Peoples.
Army to avoid their takeover;

4. Change through a free,
clean and honest election. I just
hope a violent scenario will
never come to pass,

Olalia: What will happen
when Marcos finally goes will
depend on how he goes If he
dies or is otherwise incapaci-
tated, there will definitely br a
mad  scramble for power.
Assuming he is still President
at the time, emergency elec-
tions may either be held or a
military take-over may follow if
a group within the armed forces
planning to spring a coup ls
strong enough to camy it out.
Should this happen, we will
once again find ourselves under
a martial rule that has never
really left us.
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GTC's VICTORINO: tough task at slot
- Bare eye

By RECAH TRINIDAD

_A_\H—Filibing semis battle cry

Beat Baby Dalupan, This
is the battle cry of the three
other coaches involved in
the Philippine Basketball
Association semifinals.

This is understandable.
Dalupan and his charges, the
Great Taste Coffee Makers
entered the double-round
robin semifinals with an 8-2
card, the best among the
four qualifiers,

And as things stand now,
GTC is a shoo-in for the
first of two finals berths as
it had a three-game lead to
start with in the semis,
where the teams' élimina-
tions round records were
carried over. Tanduay, Gi-
nebra San Miguel and Shell
were all even at 5-5.

All that the goffee makers
need is to win three of their
six games in the semis and
these would be enough to
give them at least a tie for a
finals berth. Four wins will
give them an outright slot in
the best-of-five title play-
offs.

The other three teams
must win all their semis
games to clinch an outright
finals seat, which is a tall
order, to say the least,

In fact, Ginebra coach
Sonny Jaworski, whose
charges suffered three
straight losses prior to the
semifinals, admitted in an
interview last week that
GTC is, inddeed, a cinch to
grab the first finals slot.

“All that Great Taste
needs now are three more
wins and it will land a seat in
the finals," said Jaworski.

The fight, therefore has
been limited among the Gi-
nebras, Rhum Makers, and
the Bugbusters, who quali-

TOUGH TEST

FOR

TORRE *i

Eleven (11) points, said GM Eugene
Torre, would be good enough to qualify.
That was nearly three weeks ago, in Biel,
Switzerland, after Eugene had humbled
Miguel Quinteros for his second straight
win in the Group B Interzonals,

Al Mendoza ol the Bulletin Today, a
close friend of Eugene’s, suggested outside
the playing hall at the Kongresshaus 10
points should be enough to qualify. But
Eugene tarried, and insisted 11 points
should be safe.

Vol

Al is an original friend and [ was travel-
ling with him, but 1 went with Eugene, He
happens to be the GM,

How 1 wished Eugene was wrong. As
things stood over the weekend, he was
perilously stalled in his bid for 4 slot in the

DALUPAN:
a cinch for finals

fied for the semis at the ex-
pense of the Manila Beer
Brewmasters.

But don’t tell that to
Tanduay's Orly Castelo,
whose charges earned a
ticket to the semis at the
expense of the Ginebras,

“We're all-out in the
semis. We know we will
have to hurdle all our games
in the semis to make it to
the finals, We don’t care
whether Great Taste is
ahead by three games,” said
Castelo.

But to do that, Castelo
said his charges need to
build up more resistance,
*Kailangan pa namin ng ka-
unting workout to build re-
sistance, Medyo kinakapos
pa sila. And we must also
perfect our set plays."

For the Ginebras, their
problem concerns not only
their physical readiness but
their court attitude as well.
Listen to, Jaworski:

“From the beginning, I
have been saying that we
have the potential. But we
have to work together, We
have to be committed to
win more games. It takesa
lot of patience and deter-
mination to be a champion
team.

“Now, we must go back
to the court and see to it
that we do things much bet-
ter than what we havg been
doing. No, there's nothing
personal going on within the
team. It is a matter of phy-
sical aspect, our desire (0
win.”

Surprisingly, though even
Dalupan himself said that al-
though they are at an ad-
vantage, they can't afford to . g
take things lightly.

“We can’t afford to let
up now,” he warned.” That's

o1

what I've been telling the
boys. This is no ‘easy job.
We ¢an relax only after the
finals.”

Well, that was not un-
expected from Dalupan.
The master tactician, Dalu-
pan always goes Lo the court
well-prepared, ready o
pounce on any miscue by
the opponent. .

No wonder, the other
coaches in the All-Filipino
semis are after Dalupan’s
neck. A tough neck, indeed.
— Jimmy Cantor

JAWORSKI:

they must regroup

CASTELO: they'd go all

re got tied for first place as the Biel series
entered its homestretch, were wondering

whatever happened to him.
LE R

Al kept shaking his head over beer, May-
be he had trouble with his second, GM
Lubomir Kavalek, Al surmised,

Other self-styled experts felt pressure
and the rigors of the series finally caught
up on the Filipino chess hero, the first
Asian to make it as a grandmaster,

Imagine, sald Benjoski Laygunov (a
nom de guerre), all Eugene needed was
a full point in his last three matches,

It was a disaster that befell Eugene, no
matter how you look at it, Two losses
and one draw in three games, and now he
is given only a slim chance of making it as
he has to go through a play-off with John

Candidates tournament, All Torre could | yvay der Wiel and Nigel Short, the 20-year-

muster after 17 rounds of the Biel Inter- !

zonals was 10.5 points — just hall a point,
yes half a point, and he could have made it
outright, Now, Al and all those who had
pinned their hopes, on Eugene, after Tor-

old British GM who' foiled FEugene when
the Filipino was lording it over the field in
Biel,

ne

By the way, there were those who felt

that Eugene could have made it outright
if he had just played safe and sought draws
in his last three matches.

“But that shows what sort of a man
Eugene is. He is a real fighter, and he
swould not allow that image of his in the
international field to be tarnished,” Al
Mendoza insisted.

Still others said Eugene should
played it wise and safe,

Knowing Eugene, he must have scold-
ed himself for the disaster, When he lost
his first game in Biel against. Ljubojevic,
Eugene readily criticized himself as being
careless and wasteful,

“I'll have to be very, very careful in the
remaining rounds,” he swore after the vic-
tory against Quinteros,

I don't envy Eugene. And after secing
him wage a few rounds at Biel, [ now be-
lieve what Al Mendoza had said, that each
tough round In the Interzonals is equi-
valent to fighting a boxing bout, Not
just six, but 15, ves 15 rounds, Al insisted,

have
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