KRITIKA

KULTURA

No. 48, November 2025

archium.ateneo.edu/kk
Indexed in MLA International Bibliography,

Arts and Humanities Citation Index (Clarivate), Scopus,
EBSCO, and Directory of Open Access Journals

r'S
> - *
Literary and Cultural Studies Program o
School of Humanities 27
Ateneo de Manila University ATENEO DE MA

Quezon City, Philippines UNWE%SIT !



ISSN 1656-152x

Kritika Kultura is an international refereed journal acknowledged by a host of Asian and Asian
American Studies libraries and scholars network, and indexed in the MLA International Bibliography,
Arts and Humanities Citation Index (Clarivate), Scopus, EBSCO, and the Directory of Open Access
Journals.

Open Access
Copyright © Ateneo de Manila University

Kritika Kultura is published by Ateneo de Manila University. Contents may not be copied or sent via
email or other means to multiple sites and posted to a listserv without the copyright holder’s written
permission. Users may download and print articles for individual, non-commercial use only. Please
contact the publisher for any further use of this work at kk@ateneo.edu.

For flexibility and freedom, authors retain copyright of their work, even as they are urged not to
reproduce an exact same version elsewhere.

AIMS, FOCUS, AND SCOPE

Kritika Kultura is an international peer-reviewed electronic journal of language and literary/cultural
studies which addresses issues relevant to the 21st century, including language, literature and cultural
policy, cultural politics of representation, the political economy of language, literature and culture,
pedagogy, language teaching and learning, critical citizenship, the production of cultural texts, audience
reception, systems of representation, effects of texts on concrete readers and audiences, the history and
dynamics of canon formation, gender and sexuality, ethnicity, diaspora, nationalism and nationhood,
national liberation movements, identity politics, feminism, women’s liberation movements, and
postcolonialism.

Kritika Kultura is interested in publishing a broad and international range of critical, scholarly articles
on language, literary, and cultural studies that appeal to academic researchers in government and
private agencies and educational institutions, as well as members of the public who are concerned with
exploring and examining contemporary issues in the complex nexus interconnecting language, literature,
culture, and society.

Kritika Kultura seeks to promote innovative scholarship that challenges traditional canons and
established perspectives and enhance work that bridges disciplinary research around the issues
enumerated above, especially in the promising lines of work in Philippine, Asian, Southeast Asian, and
Filipino-American studies.

INFORMATION FOR AUTHORS

Please visit archium.ateneo.edu/kk

-

ajn

PUBLISHER

Asgian
Journals
HNetwork

Literary and Cultural Studies Program
School of Humanities
Ateneo de Manila University

Loyola Heights

Quezon City

Philippines 1108 https://www.asianjournalsnetwork.net/
Kritika Kultura 48 (2025): ii—007 © Ateneo de Manila University

<https://archium.ateneo.edu/kk>



KRITIKA KULTURA 48 NOVEMBER 2025

ISSN 1656-152x

archium.ateneo.edu/kk

GUEST EDITORS

SPECIAL LITERARY SECTION ON CONTEMPORARY

PHILIPPINE FICTION

Glenn Diaz
University of the Philippines Diliman

Edgar C. Samar
Ateneo de Manila University

EDITORIAL STAFF

Maria Luisa Torres Reyes
FOUNDING EDITOR AND EDITOR EMERITA

Vincenz Serrano
vserrano@ateneo.edu
EDITOR IN CHIEF

Ma. Gabriela P. Martin
mgmartin@ateneo.edu
MANAGING EDITOR

Luisa L. GoMEzZ
lgomez@ateneo.edu
MANAGING EDITOR

Martin Villanueva
mvvillanueva@ateneo.edu
ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR LITERARY SECTION

JOCELYN S. MARTIN
jmartin@ateneo.edu
ASSOCIATE EDITOR FOR NEW SCHOLARS FORUM

John Carlo Gloria
jgloria@ateneo.edu
COMMUNICATIONS AND EVENTS

Kritika Kultura 48 (2025): iii—007

<https://archium.ateneo.edu/kk>

Marie Franchesca M. Borras
COPYEDITOR

Raisa Perez
LAYOUT

Raymon Ritumban
WEBSITE

Anna Alves

Sofi Bernedo

Kharla Brillo

Nathan Timothy Chan
Nadine Legaspi

Anne Camille Ortiz-Meriales
Regina Carmeli Regala
John Paolo Sarce
Francis Sollano

Anna Victorino
EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS

© Ateneo de Manila University



TABLE OF CONTENTS

1

Editor’s Introduction

REGULAR SECTION

4

34

57

81

103

124

146

179

Kritika Kultura 48 (2025): iv—007

Jay Israel De Leon

Pilosopiko-Hermeneutikong Pagbasa sa mga Kaisipan nina Bonifacio P.
Sibayan, Ernesto A. Constantino, at Andrew B. Gonzalez, FSC hinggil sa
Wikang Panturo sa Sistemang Pang-edukasyon ng Pilipinas

Qinggi Wei
Restoring a Cultural Wetland with Poetry: How Huahai Writes
and Acts with a Chinese Environmental Conscious

Chi Miao
Whose Story Is It? Postcolonial Racialization, Social (Im)mobility, and
Crony Capitalism in Tash Aw’s Five Star Billionaire

Kim Seok and Kim Jong-Gon
Korean Division Trauma and Mourning Communities

Qianqgian Xu and Baojie Li
Towards a Trans-ethnic Representation of Survival: Illness and Medical
Writing in The Rag Doll Plagues

Lingshuang Lai and Yue Zhang
Symbolism in Liu Yichang’s Iuside the Temple

Lois Mauri Anne L. Liwanag, Leslie Anne L. Liwanag, Michael
Charleston “Xiao” B. Chua, Tiffany Ritz F. Mendoza, Sophia

Marie V. Enriquez, and Vianca Jamyla A. Joven

Red Flag in the Pearl of the Orient?: The Image of China in the Philippine
Periodical La Solidaridad (1889-1895)

Thomas Baudinette and Kelsey E. Scholes

Exploring K-Pop Fandom as a Space of Support: The Case of LGBTQ+
Fans from Australia and the Philippines during the COVID-19 Pandemic

© Ateneo de Manila University

<https://archium.ateneo.edu/kk>




208

Andrea Anne |. Trinidad
Paghangang Pinoy: Ang Produktibong Pakikialam at
Pakikisangkot na Sinusuong ng Filipino Fandom

SPECIAL LITERARY SECTION ON CONTEMPORARY PHILIPPINE FICTION

242

259

285

301

326

348

366

375

383

390

397

Kritika Kultura 48 (2025): v—007

Glenn Diaz
In the Trenches: The Value of Value in Contemporary Philippine Fiction

Edgar Calabia Samar
Toward Somewhere Livable: Contemporary Filipino Fiction Against Primers
of Values

Francezca Kwe
A Rose in the Rubble

Aidan Bernales
The Kataw

Alvin Yapan
Mga Praktikal na Aplikasyon at Teoretikal na Landasin
ng mga Pag-aaral sa Kapre ng Sociedad Cientifica

Christian Jil R. Benitez, translator
Practical Applications and Theoretical Possibilities on

the Study of Kapres of the Sociedad Cientifica

Alpine Christopher Patio Moldez
Ang Munting Sirena

Alpine Christopher Patio Moldez, translator
The Little Mermaid

Mahika Realismo
Anim na Dagling Tweet

Abner Dormiendo, translator
Six Dagli Tweets

Kaisa Aquino
Saranghae, Monina Morales!

© Ateneo de Manila University

<https://archium.ateneo.edu/kk>




414 Eric Abalajon
The Investigation

418 Amado Anthony G. Mendoza lll .
Willie “CEO lang Ako” Cruz Meta, Doomscrolling,
and Social Marketing Solutions

445 Lawrence Bernabe, translator
Willie “I'm just a CEO” Cruz Meta, Doomscrolling,
and Social Marketing Solutions

465 Benjo Gutierrez
Panghian Festival

479 Jelo Altea, translator
Piss-stench Festival

493 ArbeenR. Acuiia
Metamorfascis

509 Kristine Ong Muslim, translator
Metamorfascis

524 Buwan Sayajon
Ekphrasis by sand

531 Lakan Umali
Killing Manong Johnny

548 Lance Romulus S. Dayrit
Bella Ciao

559 Mano de la Cruz, translator
Bella Ciao

568 Mark Benedict F. Lim
Mommy Natalie

593 Martina Herras, translator
Mommy Natalie

Kritika Kultura 48 (2025): vi-007 © Ateneo de Manila University
<https://archium.ateneo.edu/kk>




616 Efmer E. Agustin
Bagong Dating

634 Efmer E. Agustin, translator .
New Arrival

651 Neal Amandus Gellaco
On An Island, Somewhere

663 Liane CarloR. Suelan
The Burning

LITERARY

681 Allan Justo Pastrana
Three Poems

688 Joel M. Toledo
Sildang

701 Michael Balili
From Dreamberries Swirling in My Tongue

Kritika Kultura 48 (2025): vii—007 © Ateneo de Manila University

- <https://archium.ateneo.edu/kk>



