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The other
version of FM’s
war exploits

By BONIFACIO GILLEGO
Major, AFP (ret.), Con-Con delegate

Medals
Marcos
received

How many medals did
Marcos actually receive for
his alleged feats of heroism
in World War [1? The
count has become a num-
bers game.

Hartzell Spence, in his
book, For Every Tear a

Victory, The Story of
Ferdinand E. Marcos (Mc-
Graw-Hill, Inc. New York,
1964) credits Marcos with
28, including  American
awards. More a hagio-
grapher than a biographer,

Page 3, please

Former Sen. Salvador Laurel exchanga views w:lh Gcw
Homobono Adaza of Misamis Orental during the Manage-
ment Credit Association meeting held recently at a S-star
hotel. Laurel was the guest speaker.
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Tribal
war
denied.

Datu Balimba Libayao of
"Cabadiangan, Kapalong, Da-,
vao del Norte,k has denied re-
ports that he had threatened
50 tribal leaders of the Talai-
ngod (or Ata as Chrstians

N-011 call them) tribe of Paquibato

P1.50 in METRO MANILA in Davao del Norte with a
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SOLDIERS VS DETAINEES

Armed clash

at QC

averted!

Seventeen detainees facing sub-
version charges have strongly pro-
tested the strong-arm tactics em-
ployed by their military escorts
who had threatened to shoot them
and their relatives after a court

trial on the sixth floor lobby of the
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Plan to hike gasoline price hit

A big drivers’ organization
has assailed a government
plan to increase the prices of
gasoline and other petroleum
products even before a peti-
tion to this effect is filed by
oil companies.

Speaking through its pre-
sident Bonifacio R. de Luna,
the Philippine Confederation

Priest’s
arrest
___deplored

(The following is the state-
ment issued by the National
Secretariat of Social Action,
Justice and Peace protesting
what it called the illegal arrest
and detention of Calbayog
Social Action Director Fr.
FEdgar Kangleon last Octo-
ber 10. — Editor)

The circumstances atten-
dant to the arrest and deten-

Page 8, please

of Drivers’ Organizations
(PCDO) said another increase
in the prce of these com-
modities will further burden
the already hard-pressed Hli-
pinos, especially jeepney
drivers.

The announcement of the
plan to authorize another

Adaza-

The feud between two top
opposition leaders in Misamis
Oriental has worsened when
both have asked each other to
step down from power “to
give the city and provincial
governments a well-managed
officialdom.”

Involved in the rift are
Misamis Oriental Gov. Homo-
bono Adaza of the Mindanao
Alliance and Cagayan de Oro
City Mayor Aquilino Pimen-

Citizens help push
anti-graft drive

By FELICIANO H. MAGNO

Flipinos are beginning to
take to the ombudsman con-
cept in helping nail down cor-
rupt government officials and
employes.

A total of 15,152 citizens’
complaints against wrong-
doings in the govermment have
been filed with the “Tanod-
bayan" or ombudsman in the
past four years from Decem-
ber 1978 when the Tanodba-
yan became operational to

last September 30.
Tanodbayan  Prosecutor

Rufo A Baculi says the na-
ture of the complaints divides
into four categories:

Violations of the two
laws which deline corrupt
acts by public office holders,
namely, Republic Acts 3019
and 1379.

Violations of Title 7 of
the Revised Penal Code which

Page 2, please

Pimentel
feud worsening

price increase was made by
Energy Minister Geronimo
Velasco who said the

Read the account of
an embittered adman who

reason Ty n wi
for this is the peso de- bewailed in The ironies
valuation. of the times che

According to the PCDO, 3 irony of how military
the government has an- personnel and other

lawmen violate the laws
they have swom to up-
hold. |

nounced the release of some
P2 billion from the Gasoline
Page 7, please
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Catholic writer Carmen-
cita H. Acosta fictionized
tel Jr. of the Pilipino Demo- the present pilot-P AL
cratic Party (PDP). 11

A report published by the
Bag-ong Katarungan, a news-
weekly based in Cagayan de

confrontation in her
short story which
proves that only in prayers
could the rift be bridged.

Oro City, said it was Adaza
who stirred the proverbial
Page 7, please e e

Accidents like this oftentimes happen on General Luis
street in Novaliches because of reckless drivers. Residents in
the area said most of those involved in the nccidents were
Metro Manila Transit buses. (Photo by Mon Santos)

hall

.
Military tightens
watch on Kalaw

% %k & % %k %

The daring escape of the charges of conspiracy to
former Con-Con delegate Er- overthrow and take over the
nesto “Emie” Rondon to  govemment by force filed by
the United States early the military. The alleged

this month has obviously
prompted military authorities
to impose more strict mea-
sures on other co-accused of
Rondon, including ex-Sen.
Eva Estrada Kalaw.

As a result, Mrs. Kalaw,
a stalwart of the United
Nationalist Democratic Oppo-
sition (UNIDQ), an umbrella
organization of anti-Marcos
elements, has been restricted
from leaving her house under
a previous house arrest order.

Mrs. Kalaw is one of the
25 co-accused of Rondon in

MRS. KALAW

conspiracy is dubbed *“‘Ope-
rations Takipsilim."”
Page 2, please

Marcos’ interview
with US media men

(First of a series)

(Below is the interview given by President Marcos to Ame-
rican media men on the “Meet the Press'" television program
during his state visit to the US last September — Editor)

Mr. Monroe: Our guest today on MEET THE PRESS is
the President of the Philippines, Ferdinand E. Marcos, who is
making his first official visit to the United States in 16 yeam.
President Marcos has dominatéd the politics of his country
since 1965. For eight years, endinglast year, he ruled under
martial law, In June of last year, he was elected to a new six-
year term as President in an election boycotted by most oppo-
sition groups. President Marcos received 88 percent of the
votes cast.

Our reporters today are Louis Kraar, of Fortune ; Robert
Novak, of the Chicago Sun-Times; Richard Smith, of News-
week; and to open the questioning, Marvin Kalb, of NBC
News.

Mr. Kalb: Mr. President, there are two American bases in
the Philippines, Subic and Clark, and there are going to be re-
negotiations of those bases starting next April, according to
the White House. Will youputany restrictions on the use of
those American bases for any American activity in the Middle
East?

President Marcos: It is covered by existing Memoranda of
Agreement and exchanges of notes. I'm afraid I'm not free to
reveal the contents of some of the agreement. But the general
substance of the use of the military facilities is that the United
States is given freedom of operations with respect to the use of
the military facilities in the Philippines.

Mr. Kalb: Does that mean, sir, that if there were a crisis in

Page 2, please
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Armed
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Marcos
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This strict house arrest,
order on Mrs. Kalaw came
under fire from opposition
leaders who urged President
Marcos to immediately lift it,

. Former Sen. Salvador H.
Laurel, president of Unido,
said the order prevented
Mrs. Kalaw from participating
actively in the opposition
group’s organizational meet-
ings being held all over the
country,

With the escape of Ron-
don, the former senator who
is Unido executive vice presi-
dent, was prevented from
attending to her normal acti-
vities as before.: She is now
confined to her house in
San Juan, Metro Manila,
under six guards.

Laurel said the presence
of Mrs. Kalaw in Unido’s
meetings and rallies is essen-
tial to the organization of a
strong opposition “§f we
are to head off the total
radicalization of the people.”

In asking the President to
lift the strict order, Laurel
said the Unido council of
leaders is assuring Mr. Mar-
cos that Mrs. Kalaw will
not leave the Philippines
pending the hearing of the
charges against her.

For her part, Mrs. Kalaw

made it clear she has no
intention of fleeing the coun-
try.

She said:

“The restriction has dras-
tically curtailed my effect-
weness as Unido executive
vice president. | am now
prevented from attending the
mceting of the opposition

and only last Saturday
(November 12) was unable to
attend the mass rally held by
the Unido at Baguio City. We
have other scheduled organ-
izational meetings in other
parts of the country where
I will be needed and which
I will not be able to attend.

*“l have no intention what-’
soever of fleeing my coun-
try. My home and roots are
here and | intend to conti-
nue opposing tyranny im-
posed on our people. | will
theréfore remain with our
people in their fight for
freedom.

“I do not owe my liberty
to Mr. Marcos. He owes it
to me. And so he should
withdraw his guards from my
residence. They may, how-
ever, accompany me when-
ever | wish to participate
actively in the affairs of
the opposition, for which he
has repeatedly professed con-
cem'!l

In another development,
Laurel has decried the “poli-
tical instability™ in the Philip-
pines which he regarded as
the basic reason for the
country’s “‘economic mess."

Addressing the  Credit
Management Association of
the Philippines at the Manila
Peninsula in Makati last
November 17, Laurel main-
tained there can be no
economic recovery unless the
country first achieves poli-
tical stability.

“Political stability must
first be achieved because
without it, economic reco-
very is impossible,” the

Citizens

From page 1

lists unlawful acts for which
government personnel can be
held liable.

— Commission of other
crimes in relation with the
holding or discharge of public
office.

— Acts violative of the go-
vernment’s administrative
rules and regulations.

Of the more than 15,000
cases handled by the Tanod-
bayan, Mr. Baculi says 7,002
were filed and prosecuted be-
fore the “Sandiganbayan,” a
special court created to try
cases investigated by the
ombudsman. An additional
175 cases were lodged before
the regular courts,

The Tanodbayan dismissed
or terminated 6 492 cases be-
cause of lack of or insufficient
evidence, while 6492 others
are still undergoing the fact-
finding or preliminary inves-
tigation process,

Tanodbayan rcords also
show that of the cases filed
before the Sandiganbayan,
3,861 resulted in convictions
or acquittals with the re-
maining 3,141 awaiting deci-
sion.
Complaints filed with the
Tanodbayan against anoma-
lies in the government have
been increasing annually. In
1979, these totalled only
760 cases. The number jump-
ed to 1,557 the following
year, Since 1981, the Tanod-
bayan has been virtually
swamped by the 12,835 com-
plaints.

The tremendous increase
in the past two years suggests
that the average Hlipino citi-
zen has come to realize that
the ombudsman s an effec-
tive instrument in bringing

about the desired clean go-
vemment, according to the
Tanodbayan.

Tanodbayan statistics
show that majority of com-
plaints came from Metro
Manila (over 30 percent),
Central Luzon and Scuthem
Luzon.

The Tanodbayan staff in-
terprets the figures as indi-
cating that residents of the
three regions have become
fully aware of the presence
and activity of the ombuds-
man as an instrument against
corrupt government officials
and employes.

The staff notes that the
three regions are fully ser-
viced by the media. This may
mean that residents of the
other regions are still to hear
adequately of the Tanodba-
yan as a means of seeking re-
dress against grievance inflic-
ted by public office holders.

In the first semester this
year, 2,309 complaints had
been filed with the Tanod-
bayan. More than 50 percent
or 1,186 cases were lodged by
complainants from Metro Ma-
nila (735 cases), Southem
Tagalog (251) and Central
Luzon (200).

Complaints filed from the
other regions: MHocos, 131;
Cagayan Valley, 93; Bicol,
117; Westem Visayas, 98;
Central Visayas, 134; Eastern
Visayas, 110; Western Minda-
nao, 106; Northem Minda-
nao, 123; Southem Minda-
nao, 105, and Central Minda-
nao, 97,

The Tanodbayan is the
Philippine counterpart of the
Scandinavian-originated om-
budsman. The term is a mer-
ger of two Pilipino words:

crowded Quezon City hall
last November 10.

The armed confrontation
caused several bystanders to
scamper to safety when the
soldiers cocked their arma-
lites and pistols and aimed
them at the detainees and
their  relatives, including
children, according to witnes-
ses.
Allegedly involved in the

Unido president said. “Our
country is like a house on
fire. We cannot repair that
house unless we fist put
out the fire.”

Speaking extemporaneous-

1y, Laurel noted the resur-

gence of violence in the
countrysides which, he said,
is now escalating towards the
Metro Manila area. The in-
creasing violence, he added,
has already demoralized and
scared away the business
sector.

At the same time, Laurel
reiterated the Unido proposal
for the creation of a ‘‘Pre-
paratory Commission for Na-
tional Reconciliation and
Unification™ to prevent fur-
ther rmadicalization of the
people that might lead to a
bloody revolution.

Decrying what he regarded
as “‘worsening poverty situa-
tion” in the country, Laurel
said a post-Marcos govem-
ment must anchor its socio-
economic program on two
major factors: 1) correcting
the income inequality where
some 38 million people live
below the poverty level; and
2) espousing  economic
nationalism over foreign de-
pendence.

He said the country today
has been pushed deeper into
foreign domination with its
heavy debt burden and
almost total reliance on fo-
reign investments and aid. If
this situation is allowed to
continue  unchecked, he
added, the country might
lose its economic sovereignty.

Laurel called on the
authorities to exercise fiscal
restraint and public austerity.
He said the country should
re-orient its consumption
habits and be more self-
reliant. *

“This is the hard way,
but it is the only sure and
lasting way,” the Unido pres-
ident said. *‘It will demand
heroic sacrifices from all of
us, but it will be our assur-
ance of a better future and
real economic progress for
future generations of Hli-
pinos.”

near shooting incident were
five soldier-escorts under Maj.
Eusebio Toco, commanding
officer of the PC-INP jail at
Camp Bagong Diwa in Taguig,
Metro Manila.

The incident stemmed
from the alleged order of
Major’ Todo to handcuff the
mother of detainee Marco G.
Palo after she locked her arm
around her son’s arm while
Palo was being handcuffed.

Another detainee, Alan V.
Jazmines, asked Major Toco
why he ordered the hand-
cuffing of Mrs. Palo but he
was shoved away by one of
the escorts — a certain M/Sgt.
J. P. Bandola.

The other detainees voiced
their protest against Ban-
dola’s action and this prompt-
ed the other escorts, includ-
ing Bandola, to cock their
rifles and pistols and point
them at the detainees and
their relatives.

A formal protest letter
signed by the 17 detainees on
the incident has been sent to
Brig. Gen. Edgardo Alfabeto,
commanding peneral of the
PC brigade at Camp Bagong
Diwa.

The 17 detainees who
signed the letter-complaint
were Rogelio C. Aberca,
Nestor R Bodino, Danilo M.
de la Ruente, Alan V. Jaz-
mines, Alfredo L. Mansos,
Joseph V. Olayer, Charlie R
Palma, Benjamin R Ses-
gundo, Edwin B. Tulalian,
Rodolfo G. Benosa, Noel M.
Etabag, Manuel Mario de
Guzman, Edwin 0. Lopez,
Alex B. Marcelino, Marco G.
Palo, Rolando L. Salutin and
Arturo G. Tabara.

The letter follows in full:

“We hereby formally file a
complaint against Maj. Euse-
bio  Toco, commanding
officer of the PC/INP Jail in
this camp, for conduct un-
becoming an officer of the
AFP and for command res-
ponsibility for the unneces-
sary show of force and threat
to shoot at us 17 political
detainees and our relatives by
some of our escoris yester-
day, 10 November 1982, at
the lobby of the 6th floor,
Quezon City Hall, Quezon
City.

“The incident took place
immediately after our tral
before the Quezon City CFI
(sala of Judge Lantin) at
around 3 30 p.n.

“Major Toco was super-
vising the placement ofhand-
cuffs on each of the 17 of
us detainees when he noticed
that the mother of detainee

“tanod” whi¢h means guard
or sentinel and “bayan™ or
country.

At present headed by Jus-
tice Bemmardo P. Femandez
who is called the Tanodba-
yan, the Philippine ombuds-
man is different from its
Western counterparts: it has
the power to prosecute cases
it investigates. :

Creation of the Tanodba-
yan is mandated by the 1973
Philippine Constitution (Arti-
cle XIII, “Section 6) which
calls on the National Assem-
bly to *“‘create an office of the
Ombudsman, to be known as
the Tanodbayan,which shall
receive and Investigate com-
plaints relative to public of-
fice, including government-
owned or controlled corpora-

tions, make appropriate re-
commendations and in case
of failure of justice as defined
by law, file and prosecute the
corresponding criminal, civil,
or administrative case before
the proper court or body.”

In implementation of its
duty, the Tanodbayan is
structured *‘to be the sensi-
tive listening post to hear
even the feeblest complaints
from a timid citizenry. It is
the vehicle through which an
aggrieved citizen may channel
his petition to the govemn-
ment for redress of grievan-
ces,"” in the words of Justice
Vicente G. Ericta who held
the ombudsman posi before
his elevation to the Supreme
Court. —DEPTHnews

the Middle East the United States could vse those two bases if

it saw fit to use them?

President Marcos: Provided that it involved a matter which
is necessarily relevant to the safety and security of the Philip-

pines and Southeast Asia.

Mr. Kalb: Do you see the security of the Philippines in
that case connected to the turmoil in the Middle East?

President Marcos: In many ways, yes, because first of all,
the lines of communication of the transport of oil and the
transport of oil pass directly beside the Philippines. If you will
remember the Malacca Straits and Balabac Straits, South
China Sea, pass beside the Philippines. If you will remember,
there is a boundary between Vietnam and the Philippines. We

abut each other.

Mr. Kalb: [ just wanted to be clear about your answer, sir.
In other words, there are no restrictions then on the use of

those bases.

President Marcos: There are, but if there was to be hostili-

ties, probably there won’t be.

Mr. Kalb:z Let me ask you about the common defense needs related
to those bases. The United States is paying about $100 million a year
in rent. Since the bases am there for the common defense of both
countres, why is it that you are asking more money for rent, a higher

rent from the United States?

President Marcos: We have not asked for more money. What we
have asked is that a study be made as to exactly what is the role that
the Philippines should play and what exactly are the defense plans in
any contingency, whether these involve the Philippines or any other

country,

Mr. Monroe : Thank you, Mr, President. Well be back with more

questions for President Marcos.

(Announcements)

Mr. Monroe: Our guest on MEET THE PRESS: President of the
Philippines, Ferdinand Marcos, Mr. Smith? '

Mr. Smith: Mr. President, some members of the American Congress,
the press, Amnesty Intemational, and some members of the Philippine
community in the United States have chamged that your government is
engaged in systematic violations of human rghts, including in some
cases torture and political assassination by members of the Philippine

military.

How do you react to those chamges, and did President Reagan raise
these issues with you in your talks with him? -
President Marcos: Fmst, let's go the other way around. President

Reagan didn’t
policy of our government.

mise it because the tmth of the matter is this is not a

Secondly, the Philippine govemment is not engaged in any policy of
widespread abuse and torture ofprisoners. There may be some instances
where there have been maltreatment of prsoners. In those cases we
have punished the culprits. There am now pending in court more than,
ch, 1 would say about 500 cases of offices and men who have been
chamged with abuse. We have since 1972 to the present kicked out,
dishonorably discharged from the ammed forces, about 7,000 men,
among others. Not all of them — among others — because of abuse of

prisoners.

Now some of the prsoners who claim to have been tortured amw
doing this deliberately to set up a defense in the criminal cases that am
filed against them for murder, torture, ason and pillage, as well as for
subvemsion, rebellion and insurrection. At the beginning they don't
clam mny torture. As soon as the lawyems get to them, then they claim

torture,

(To be continued)

Marco G. Palo had her arm
around her son’s arm even as
the latter was being hand-
cuffed. Major Toco ordered
the escort of Marco, pointing
at Mms. Palo: ~‘Kabit mo
yan!" Interpreting Major
Toco’s order to mean he
was calling her a “kabit”
of Marco, Mrs. Palo remons-
trated and remarked: “Hindi
ako kabit, anak ko ito!"
Showing irritation, Major
Toco ordered again: ‘Ikabit
mo ang kamay niya!' refer-
ring to Mrs. Palo’s amm,

“When Marco Palo asked
why the officer wanted his
mother  handcuffed too,
Major Toco replied: ‘Bawal
yan!' (referring to the inter-
locked arms of mother and
son). At this point Major
Toco turned his back and
atiended to the handcuffing
of other detainees. Mrs. Palo
called out to him her protest
for the rude behavior: ‘Ma-
kakarating ito kay Minister
Enrile !’

“Those of us detainees
who leamed of Major Toco’s
unbecoming conduct con-
fronted him and demanded
an explanation. As one ofus,
Alan V. Jazmines, raised his
handcuffed hands to gesti-
culate at Major Toco, the
latter grabbed his handcuffed
arms. Mr. Jazmines jerked his
arms free from Major Toco’s
grip, saying: ‘Huwag mo
akong hawakan!' As he did
this, Mr. Jazmines was given
a violent shove on the should-
ers by MSgt. J.P. Bandola
who darted forward from

behind Major Toco.

“Seeing MSgt. Bandola’s
action, the spectators, our
relatives and we detainees
collectively voiced our pro-
test. At this point many of
the escorts cocked their M-16
rifles and pistols and pointed
them at us and our relatives.
Among those we saw having
done this were MSgt. Ban-
dola, MSgt. Carpo, TSgt.
Calumba, Sgt. Pajo, and
Constable Hlecon.

“The spectators, our re-
latives and we detainees
vocally protested this show
of force and overt threat to
our lives and physical well-
being. All of us detainees
were in handcuffs, and amid
us were our relatives, includ-
ing some children.

“After the tension died
down, we twice asked Major
Toco to apologize to Mrs.
Palo to assuage her injured
feelings and so that we could
let the incident pass. But
Major Toco refused, brusque-
ly remarking: “Wals yan!

“As a consequence, we
are constrained to file this
complaint 'to properly re-
gister our strong protest. We
also wish to put the sequence
of evenis in correct pers-
pective in case Major Toco
may have filed a different
version in his report.

“We ask for an immediate
investigation of this sorry
incident, and for appropriate
corrective steps to avoid a
repetition where the conse-
quences may be far worse
that what happened.”
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Editori‘al

Defiant pedestrians

If there is one concrete evidence on the breakdown
of discipline and disregard of lawful orders, the
chaotic pedestrian traffic is it.

Rampant violation of jaywalking ordinances is a
common occurrence, especially in Manila and Quezon
City. Overpasses, pedestrian lanes and even steel
railings that have been put up to discipline our pedes-
irians have been ignored. Instead, we see the infu-
riating spectacle of pedestrians crossing any street,
the way they please, risking life and limb.

Why the breakdown? Why the insolence of our
pedestrians?

Perhaps, authorities should look into this problem
and dissect the reasons behind the blatant defiance
of pedestrians against simple traffic rules. Is it be-
cause our pedestrians could get away with such de-
fiance? Is it the laxity of enforcing aithorities? Or,
is it simply because our pedestrians, who comprise
the majority of Metro Manila inhabitants, have lost
their respect for law and order?

wiswens to these questions should be interesting,

| With a grain of salt

L

Woodman, -

513 Y, spare that tree

o By ARMANDO J. MALAY

We are told (Times
Journal, Nov. 6) that the
Tree Foundation of the
Philippines is placing 27

beyond, was struck by
the ambition to reform
Philippine  society and
launch a new republic.

The soldier who wrote
the following letter has
valid observations and 1
truly sympathize with him
— and hundreds of others
like him who have entered
the armed forces organiza-
tion to'serve the people
both in times of peace and
war.

The letter, which we
are publishing in full with-
out the usual editing and
deletion, was sent to me
via the maill by a PC
soldier assigned some-
where in the Visayas but
who requested anonymity
for obvious reasons.

Mr. Soldier's lamenta-
tions :

“Dear Mr. Burgos,

“1 had sent you a letter,
dated 22 October 1982,
but thinking it was not
typewritten, so you might
pay attention to it, so, I
have to write it again.

“] am one of your se-
rious reader of your pres-
tigious newspaper, the WE
Forum, since 1981, a year
ago. | really thank one of
my friend who advised me
by saying, that if I want
to know the truth about
the media and the hap-
penings in the Philippines
today, then read the WE
Forum, that was according
to him. So, the story
started that way and up to
now.

“Honestly speaking, |
am one among the ele-
ments of the Amed
Forces of the Philippines,
but, | am afraid that,
by expressing my personal

Publisher’'s Notés.

Dogs better treated

than ordinary soldiers?

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

feelings, | might be mis-
understood and be sus-
pected to be a subversive
by expressing my own
viewpoints.

“Last year, December
28 or 29, 1981, | was
present and had witnessed
the loyalty parade which
was held in the grounds
of Camp General Emilio
Aguinaldo. The highlights
of which was the speech
delivery by the Honorable
President of the Philip-
pines. We were then ex-
pecting for that because
the President has to men-
tion some statements that
will uplift the morale of
the military.

“Then he made men-
tioned about the quarter
allowance to be increase
to 100%. We were then
expecting that it is the
subsistence allowance or
basic pay will be the ones
to be increased. However,
we were already happy
when we heared that pro-
nouncement. | know
pretty well that the general
public is very much aware
that all pime commo-
dities today had gone up

to the sky.

“What quality of food
can any soldier ate with
that P800 a day? and
that amount of P240.00
amonth?

“The canine dogs (used
by the PC during massive
operation) are eating
better quality of food
comparing to  human
beings like the soldiers.
How | wish to be one of
the canine dog, so that,
for sure I might be en-
joying a better lifestyle in
the organization.

“Speaking about mo-
rale of soldiers, I do not
know if there are high
morale soldiers nowadays.
Perhaps, who are link to
illegalities such as gam-

bling protection, illegal
logging (as protection) ex-
tortion and etc; but, for
those like me who are
just religiously depending
on the meager income,
being a — god fearing
person and public servant,
perhaps you will also feel
what | am feeling now.
“l would say that, I
have no intention to sob
on your shoulders, Mr.
Burgos, but because | am
confident that you may
give attention to the sad
plight of soldiers like
what | am telling you, to
be published in your high-
ly respected and com-
mendable column.
“Sincerely,

Soldier Blue™

This is my own

The child
and the man

By JOAQUIN R. ROCES

markers on trees which the
foundation thinks are his-
toric. Two of the trees
marked for distinction are
a so<alled Lindbergh Tree
in Cagwait, Surigao, and
one in Dasmarinas, Cavite
under whose shade Kati-
puneros led by a Kapitang
ldong met to plot revo-
[ution

| don't know for what
reasons the 25 other trees
have been selecfed, but 1
have my own list of his-
toric trees Lo add to those
of the [oundation. Off-
hand, | can nominate the
following:

(1) There must be a
trec in a northem pro-
vince under which, once
upon a time, a small boy
answered a call of nature
during recess. While water-
ing this tree, the boy,
gazing upon the verdani
fields and the mountains

Other boys would have
just climbed the tree or
carved their initials on
the trunk, but this boy
was thinking much ahead
of his time. Doesn’t that
tree deserve a gold marker
for changing the course of
Philippine history?

(2) How about that
tree in Tagaytay which
mysteriously  positioned
itself on the roadway as
a Cabinet membegr hap-
pened to pass by, lost in
deep thought about the
state of education in the
country? Prof. Salvador
Roxas Gonzales, a WE
Forum columnist, had
interviewed that tree and
it answered his questions
readily. The only trouble
is that tree might be
changing its position once
more next time another
Cabinet member happens
to pass by,
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0 SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A VISION.

(3) Somewhere in Ca-
miling, Tarlac there must
be a tree beneath which
a bright boy started practi-
cing his oratory. It could
have been under that tree
that the boy discovered he
could get away with a lot
of talk and double-talk.
If discovered, that tree
could be as important as
the pebble which Demos-
thenes put in his mouth
to perfect his speech. For
the tree in Camiling, 1
suggest a double plaque to
remind all and sundry of
double-talk.

Let’s not forget the
trees along the Bulacan
highway which a Cabinet
member had to hold on to
for support as he staggered
home from a bout with
tuba. Were it not for those

trees, our Cabinet mem-
ber could have fallen into
a ditch and drowned, and
the country would have
been the poorer. I suggest,
however, that we limit the
number of Bulacan trees
to be marked to six, as
there must have been two
dozens of them.

Yes, siree, I love trees.
Let’s honor them, let’s
give them medals or pla-
ques. Let’s stop bus pas-
sengers from watering
them during long trips.
Let’s stop cutting them
down, for:

I think we may never see

A tree by theyear 2000
AD. ..

Poems are made by fools
like me,

But I ¢an never make a tree.

Poem of the Times

“Will you show me around, my dusky maid?”
“With great pleasure, Sir,” she said.

“What's that magnificent house, my dusky maid?”
“That’s the Cultural Center, Sir,” she said.

“How long was it built, my dusky maid?"
*In only nine months, Sir,” she said.

““ And what'’s that yonder, my dusky maid?”
“That’s the Folk Arts Theater, Sir,” she said.

“How long was it built, my dusky maid?"
“Oh, only about seven months, Sir," she said.

“And that building, what’s that, my dusky maid?"
“That's our Flm Center, Sir,” she said,

“And that, what's that structure, my dusky maid?”
*] really don’t know, Sir,” she said.

“Why don't you know, my dusky maid?"
“It was not there last night, Sir,” she said.

If we were to judge what is going on by the growing
number of devotees to the Holy Child today, we may be
led to conclude that we were all undergoing some kind
of a religious awakening. But is it really religious in an
enlightened sense of the word? Is it making us better
Christians or more like Pagans?

For one thing, the image of Jesus that is in vogue is
not that of the Child in a manger, persecuted by the
soldiers of King Herod, nor the Child Jesus who walked
into the temple to argue with the scientists and wise men
there. This is 2 Holy Child bedecked like an earthly king,
wearing an outsized jewelled golden crown on his head,
so unlike Jesus who wore a crown of thoms instead.

It is the image of the Holy Child in an outsized pom-
pous garment embroidered and braided with golden fila-
ment, wearing outsized golden boots on his feet, who
only wore sandals when he was not walking on bare feet.

This is a Child Jesus made in the image of our power-
ful patrons, like the son or the daughter of Mr. Big, a
symbol of crass materialism and vainglory. Some kind of
an anting anting that will make us all sch if we but
adorn this image with all the symbols of power, wealth
and vanity, as ifthe entire idea was to corrupt this Child
and introduce him to the padrino and lagay system of

our Society .

Jesus, the child, was bom poor. He lived all of His life
in poverty. Dressing Him up the way that we do steal
from the poor this child’s true identity.

But we cannot blame many of our powerful today for
their preference for Jesus the Child over Jesus the Man,
Jesus the Child does not prick the conscience of any of
them because Jesus as a Child had not yet preached the

doctrine of Christianity.

It was Jesus the Man who delivered the Sermon in the
Mount. It was He, who for an offered reward, was be-
trayed by Judas, the forerunner of many a Rlipino Ju-
das today. It was Jesus the Man who was ordered arres-
ted and then tortured by soldiers. It was Jesus the Man
who was given a mock trial not much different from
some of the on-going trials today, before a spineless ma-
gistrate, not much different from some of the justices of

our times,

That Jesus the Man would be found guilty was known
all along because at that time, as in many instances now,
the guilt of the accused was not established by the pre-
ponderance of evidence but by the eminence of the
position and the power of those making the accusation

and their political influence.

Jesus was the Hrst Subversive. But it was not his in-
tention that He be the last. And as is everytime in our
history, whenever the human rights of the people are
trampled upon, the majority of our priests will simply
continue with their Kasal, Binyag, Libing routine. But
there will always be those who will defend the flock and

follow Jesus the Man.




The other

From page 1

Spence has been the
purveyor of embroidered
tales about Marcos' life
and deeds to the credulous
and gullible public, both
Philippine and American.
It was Spence who pro-
pagated the myth that
Marcos singlehandedly
delayed the fall of Bataan
by three months — with
the encouragement and
consent no doubt of Mar-
cos. It was Spence who
recounted the ridiculous
story that when General
Omar Bradley  “'saw
Ferdinand's six rows of
ribbons headed by twenty-
two valor medals including
the Distinguished Service
Cross, the four-star general
saluted Marcos.”

The story is patently
false because in May 1947,
the date of the comic
book Bradley-Marcos en-
counterin Pentagon, the
Armed Forces of the
Philippines could account
only for 6 war medals.
Most of the medals of
Marcos' were conferred on
him by the Armed Forces
of the Philippines only
from 1948 to 1963 (sec
Table I).

On the occasion of the
multi-million dollar extra-
vaganza (the Marcos state
visit to the USA), the
Philippine Embassy in
Washington, D.C. gave the
widest dissemination to
propaganda materials glori-
fying the war exploits of
Marcos. A brochure en-
titled ‘‘Frends in War,
Ferdinand E. Marcos in
the Pacific War, 194145
tabulates 32 medals. The
souvenir program contains
among others a picture of
Marcos with the in-
scription at the back that
during the Pacific War,
Marcos won 33 American
and Philippine medals., A
more modest claim, how-
ever, is made that Marcos
delayed the fall of Bataan
“by weeks” not three
months as Spence pro-
pagandized earlier in his
campaign biography of
Marcos

The salvo of paeans to
Marcos’ vaunted war he-
roism was part of a well-
funded drive to influence
the powers-that-be in the
USA to award Marcos the
Congressional Medals of
Honor. At this juncture, it
may be recalled that it was
Spence again who fanta-
sized that upon hearing
the exploits of Marcos in
Bataan, General Jonathan
Wainwright from his head-
quarters in  Corregidor
called by phone the 21st
Division directing that
Marcos be recommended
for a Congressional Medal
of Honor. Accordingly,

Brig. General Mateo Ca-
pinpin allegedly made the
recommendation but the

papers got conveniently
lost, hence the explanation
why Marcos was robbed of
the singular honor of re-
ceiving the much coveted
American award.

Claiming that the re-
commendation was
‘“sidetracked',  Bataan,
purportedly a Philippine
magazine published in
Washington, D.C., came
out with a special edition
(20 September 1982)
urging the conferment of
the Congressional Medal of
Honor on Marcos 40 years
after the guns of Bataan
and  Corregidor were
silenced!

Unfortunately for the
drumbeaters of Marcos,
the grant of the Congres-
sional Medal of Honor has
prescribed time limita-
tions. The recommenda-
tion has to be made within
2 years after the deal of
extraordinary valor above
and beyond the call of
duty. The actual con-
ferment has to be made
within 3 years after such
deed. Only the US Con-
gress can waive the time
limitation but apparently
the move for Congres-
sional waiver was laughed
off.

There is not a scintilla
of evidence in the files of
the US Army Center of
Military History, the Na-
tional Records Center of
the Archives,. the US
Army Library in Pentagon,
the Library of Congress,
etc. that Marcos perform-
ed an authentic deed of
extraordinary valor de-
serving the grant of the
Congressional Medal of
Valor.

The reports of and
about the defense of Ba-
taan by the staff of
General Douglas Mac-
Arthur, General Jonathan
Wainwright and General
George Parker, Jr. do not
show the faintest trace of
Marcos' singlehanded feat
of stemming the tide of
Japanese advance in Ba-
taan that delayed its fall by
three months. Even the
foremost deodorizer of the
Marcos dictatorship, Car-
los P. Romulo, made no
mention of Marcos among
the heroes he “‘walked
with."

But the count remains.
The statistical projection,
whether it be 28, 32 or 33,
creates and fosters the
impression — as it is deli-
berately intended to -
that Marcos was the most
decorated Filipino soldier
in World War 1I. None of
the participant nations
during the war could pro-
duce a hero with as many
awards as Marcos — not
excluding General Mac-
Arthur, himself. That is if
the count of the Marcos
medals is devoid of
fraudulence and decept-
ion.
What is deliberately
concealed in the account-
ing of the Marcos medals is
the date of issue of each of
the awards, If this one
essential detail is shown,
the stark truth stands out.
It was not during the war
that he was awarded these
medals. Marcos managed

to have himself awarded
these medals by the
Armed Forces of the
Philippines long after the
war was over!

A strict accounting of
the Marcos medals that
would include such essen-
tial details as the General
Order number, the date of
issue and the issuing head-
quarters (as reconstructed
in Table 1) would reveal
the following:

* Eleven of the 33
awards were given in 1963.

* Ten of the 11
awards given in 1963 were
given on the same day, 20
December 1963.

* Three awards were
given in one General Or-
der, 2lso issued on 20
December 1963.

* One award was given
in 1972.

* Eight of the *“33
American and Philippine
Medals” (President Mar-
cos: A Politicdl Profile.
Office of Media Affairs,
Republic of the Philip-
pines) are strictly speak-
ing not medals but cam-
paign ribbons which all
participants in the defense
of Bataan and in the
resistance movement are
entitled to.

* Awards are dupli-
cated for the same action
at the same place on the
same day.

* One is a Special
Award given by the Ve-
terans Federation of the
Philippines.

All these are included
in the count of 33 and
foisted upon the unwary
public as having been
awarded to Marcos during
the war. The fact of the
matter, to repeat, is that
most of the medals
claimed had been acquired
long after the end of
World War 11

Even as late as 1972,
the Armed Forces of the
Philippines gave Marcos on
his birthday the Philippine
Legion of Honor (G.O.
121, GHQ, AFP, 11 Sep-
tember 1972).

On 20 December 1963,
almost 20 years after the
end of World War II,
the AFP awarded Marcos
for services in Bataan and
in the resistance move-
ment 2 Distinguished Con-
duct Stars; 2 Distinguished
Service Stars, 2 Gold Cross
Medals; and 3 Wounded
Soldier’s Medals.

One General Order
alone (No. 155, GHQ,
AFP, 20 December 1963)
granted Marcos 3 medals
for having been allegedly
wounded in Bataan on
April 5, 1942 and on
April 7, 1942 and in
Kiangan, Mt. Province on
17 March 1945.

If these awards were
truly deserved, why were
they not conferred eadier?
What prompted the Armed
Forces of the Philippines
to go on an awarding
splurge one day in Decem-
ber 19637 Recollections of
top politicians in the know
tend toshow that President
Macapagal allowed the
Amed Forces of the
Philippines to give Marcos
awards and appeased
Marcos would not contest
his (Macapagal's bid) for
reelection.

For identical citation as
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The ironies of the times

Ironically, dght in front
of the imposing building of
the (Napolcom) along Epi-
fanio de los Santos Avenue
comer Ortigas Avenue in San
Juan is the worst display
of what traffic should never
be. With the very visible

army (literally swarming!) of

»

ambulant vendors, beggars
and jaywalkers, one can see
that discipline has completely
been trampled upon. Any
thinking  Pinoy  passing
through this critical artery
can only pity President Mar-
cos for this brazen cancel-
lation of whatever pronounce-

ments he makes in the name '

of progress. Cannot Napol-
com boss Jose Crisol, for all
his alleged brilliance, check
this anomaly once and for
all? Surely, a racket is at
its peak at the present time
because those enterprising
policemen at the comer do
not give a hoot at all! The
vendors mock at you and
try your patience every time,
day and night. This is not
only dangerous to life and
limb, it is utterly and unbe-
lievably insulting to the Na-
polcom. No wonder when
it comes to basic discipline
visiting foreigners are simply
aghast at the way we con-
duct ourselves. In advertising,
word-of-mouth is the most
effective medium. By the
way, other major comers
all over Metro Manila suffer
the same fate. Ironically,
policemen are always nearby.
"0

We would like to call

the attention of the good

General Fdel Ramos to in-
quire whether there exists a
code of physical appearance
for our policemen. I am sure
there is. Still, one only has
to be observant to see police-
men and constabulary men
(ust look closer at those
Metrocom men in their blue
patrol sedans) sporting un-
becomingly long hair, un-
buttoned shirts that make
them appear like goons. And
observe how almost all of
them carry their guns on
their hip holstes. So cocky,
so dramatized you’d think
they are Westem cowboys in
a Clint Eastwood movie.

Hanging at a funny angle,
those guns at their hips
may just fall at the slightest
nudge, go off and hit inno-
cent people. Who do these
policemen and  constables
think they am, quick-draw
artists? )

Psychologically, these
peace officers who camy
their side amms this way
scare off the ordinary citizen.
Who wants to get near a
quick-draw artist? Maybe the
good General Ramos can look
intothis posthaste? Those side
arms could symbolize the
peace officers’ sagging image
as far as the general public
is concerned.

Authorities in the upper
echelons of government
should post auditors at the
premises of major schools
in Metro Manila. Why?
Countless official government
vehicles are used as prvate
school buses of government
personnel. In this age of
expensive gasoline, whatever
happened to the * For-Offi-
cial-Use-Only” campaign?
And besides, they not only
display their being official
vehicles, they even throw
their weight around in traffic
situations. Abuso naito!

TE ®

Compare the pre- and post
digging situations of Metro
Manila streets that the
MWSS and PLDT are working
on. Their signs proudly
say: We want to improve

your lot, etc., etc.

Ironically, the govemment
agencies who are supposed
to oversee conditions of our
roads have not complained.
Again, the poor tax-paying
motorist suffers the conse-
quences. | have never seen a
road dug by MWSS and

N .
- — b

RAMOS
PLDT put back to its original
condition. This is one chal-
lenge one can throw at these
two service entities for their
very inconsiderate, irrespon-
sible and downright unpro-
fessional posture. As to their
actual service later on, their
present performances before
the eyes of the harassed

citizens speak for themselves.
L

This is a mystery 1 would
like Napolcom to observe.
Beiween 6 p.m. and 7 p.m.,
a group of old Igorot beg-
gars converge at the Pantig
Drug Store on Kamuning
Road comer Edsa. At the
far end of the store's dimly-
lit counter, these beggars,
numbering about five or six,
pile their “camings” for the
day in neat rows upon rows
of nickels and dimes. Before
the very eyes of passersby,
these enterprsing oldsters
from the highlands appear
to be richer than the ordinary
Metro Manilan. Right nexi
to the drugstore is a small
barber shop. At about 7 p.m.
on the dot, tired traffic
cops start converging at the
barber shop. Sometimes mo-
torcycle cops hang around
this spot. . . so near the
Igorot beggars counting their
spails. Good, ha?

— A Concerned Adman

guerrilla and underground
leader, Marcos received 2
Distinguished Service Stars
(G.0. 435, HPA, 24 April
1945 and G.O. 152, GHQ,
AFP, 20 December 1963).
For the same action at
Panupdupan on 5 April
1945 when allegedly
Marcos singlehandedly
forced the enemy to with-
draw after 30 minutes of
combat, Marcos received 2
Distinguished  Conduct
Stars; one on 16 October
1963 (G.O. 124, AIP,
GHQ) and another on 20
December 1963 (G.O.
157, GHQ, AFP).

Both Col. Romulo A
Manriquez, Commanding
Officer of the 14th Infan-

try, and Capt. Vicente L.
Rivera, adjutant of the
same unit, in their signed
testimonies, stated that
Marcos had no participa-
tion whatsoever in any
combat operations during
his service with the 14th
Infantry. As Commanding
Officer of the 14th Infan-
try, Col. Manriquez never
recommended, as there
was no basis at all, Marcos
for any award. If Marcos
as claimed was ever
wounded at all, Col. Mann-
quez quipped, it must be
that Marcos was bitten by
aleech.

With the wholesale and
indiscriminate grant  of
awards in one day, the

duplications, the multiple
awards in one General
Order, the inclusion of the
campaign ribbons, etc.
Marcos is truly the most
decorated Filipino soldier
in World War 1l by extra-
polation,

One wonders how the
future will reckon with
this man who has so
audaciously and uncons-
cionably distorted our
military records when men
of the caliber of Col. Ro-
mulo A Manriquez, Col.

Narciso Manzano and
Capt. Vicente L. Rivera
will come out and speak
the truth.

L

Where you can relax listening to Metro Manila’s favorite folksingers during
Happy Hours from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m.
From 7 p.m. to 3 am., friendly receptionists and an array of beautiful
dancers will entertain you while dining and drinking.

PLUS other surprises that will drive your blues away! i

RESTAURANT & DISCO CLUB
308 RIZAL AVENUE, STA. CRUZ, MANILA




Viewpoints

Many

unauthorized
persons

carry guns
By RAUL M. GONZALEZ

I received a copy of a
circular sent by IBP-Pres-
ident Ysidro Perez con-
ceming the resolution of
the Board of Govemors
*“to enforce the By-Laws,
strictly on the rules on
delinquency.” This has
specific reference to the
forthcoming chapter elec-
tions on Feb. 26, 1983.
Mr. Perez is reminding all
chapter treasurers regard-
ing the voters’ list which
provides that those delin-
guent in payment of mem-
bership dues cannot vote.

I join Ysi Perez in
this laudable move and I
hope there will, indeed, be
proper implementation of
this rule which, in the
past has often been vio-
lated, and the Board has
been impotent in imposing
sanctions. In fact this does
not apply only to voting
but, likewise, on being
candidates for the various
positions. Previously |
mentioned about what
happened in Pasay, San
Juan, Makati and Manda-
luyong chapter when the
candidate for president
was delinquent for so many
years but was allowed to

pay his back accounts on
the very day of election
and was allowed to run,
in .manifest violation of
the By-Laws. So let us
hope Mr. Perez cancarry
out his duties in this
direction as he closes his
incumbency; let us hope,
even more that the elec-
tion for national officers —
unlike the infamous elec-
tion of 1981 — will now
be clean and orderly and
the delegates will not
sell their principles.
L A

Why do so many un-
authorized persons still
carry guns? The recent
rash of holdups of banks
and senseless killings, like
that of the son of actor
Fred Montilla, illustrate
once more the presence
of many loose firearms in
the hands of persons who
have no right to hold and
carry them. Or is it the
morality of our times,
after 10 long yeams of
one-man rule that people
will kill at the slightest
provocation? It is so sad
to contemplate that these
gory events are happen-

Page 6, please

Philippine scene

Kuro=kuro

Tumbalik ang
patakaran

" Ni FRANCISCO ‘SOC’ RODRIGO
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Opinion

Views & Interviews

Substantiating
claims of
press freedom

By PROF. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALEZ

A matter of opinion

¥ 1Is the military’s
face red on the
De la Paz case?

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR.

It is a matter of com-
mon knowledge that on
the occasion of President
Marcos’s recent visit to the
United States, it was in
San Francisco where he
encountered some kind of
unpleasantness. And it was
not only because, as the
San Francisco Examiner of
Sept. 27, 1982 had repor-
ted, the approximately
4,000 Hlipino-Americans
crammed into seven ban-
quet rooms at the St
Francis Hotel had been
waiting for him and his
wife for five hours to
make their appearance.

According to the same
paper’s account, Mrs. Mar-
cos belted out the torch
song “‘Because of You" in
her native Tagalog with
Manny Cruz and the Cru-
zettes playing the backup,
and this was “just the
warm-up act in a show
staged, at an estimated
cost of $150,000, to wel-
come the Marcoses” on
the last leg of their tour
in the American mainland.

Across the street in
Union Square, an estima-
ted 800 Marcos opponents
“chanted and  waved
gigns,” a8 they were
watched by 200 San Fran-

cisco policemen, law en-
forceent sharpshooters
and Secret Service agents.
Mayor Diane [einstein,
who had voiced her initial
concem surrounding Mar-
cos and his visit, decided
to return the “‘warm wel-
come’” she had previously
received in Manila—San
Francisco’s sister city—
that left a “*deep sense of
affection in all our hearts.”
She however told her au-
dience that she had ex-
pressed her concem over a
recent report by Amnesty
International  cnticizing
the Marcos govemment for
human rights abuses.

The news report further
said that the long and late
proceedings put some
members of the audience
to sleep and “‘thinned out
the body count halfway
through the presentation. ’
Also, “the banners of anti-
Marcos demonstrators far
outnumbered those of
their opponents.” The
crowd yelled *“Down with
Marcos,” followed by
“‘Marcos, Hitler, dictator,
puppet,’” and ““Ne aid, no
ams for Marcos machine.
US Out of the Philip-
pines."”
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Tumbalik ang patakaran ni Pres. Reagan tungkol kay
Pang. Marcos.

Sinusuportahan ni Reagan si Marcos, dahil sa akala ni
Reagan na si Marcos ay instrumento ng US sa pagbaka
sa Komunismo.

Ngunit, baligtad ang resulta: Dahil sa diktadura ni

Marcos, ang Komunismo sa Pilipinas ay hindi humihina,

bagkus lalo pa ngang lumalakas.

Nadaragdagan ang mga kumakampi o tumutulong sa
NPA. Dumarami ang mga dating “moderates” na naaakit
sa “radical left.”

Bakit? Sapagkat wala silang ibang masulingan upang
makatagpo ng epektibong paraan sa pagbuwag ng kasalu-
kuyang diktadura, at pagtatatag na muli ng demokrasya.

Uulitin ko ang kasabihan: Ang taong naggipit, sa pa-
talim man ay kumakapit.

Kaya’t mali ang patakaran ni Reagan. Maigsi ang kan-
yang tingin. Hanggang tungki lang ng kanyang sanling
ilong.

Dapat niyang tantuing, sa malao’t madali, ang dikia-
dura ng ekstremong kanan ang siyang nagpapalakas sa
diktadura ng ekstremong kaliws.

Sa katunayan, ako'y may higing na hindi nais ng mga
Komunista na mawala si Marcos. Nais nilang magpatuloy
ang diktadura nito, sapagkat iyan ang nagtataboy sa
maraming mga {ao tungo sa kanilang kampo,

Anong laking “paradox” o kabalintunaan ! Habang si-
nusuportahan ni Keagan si Marcos upang ipanglaban sa
mga Komunista, nagagalak naman ang mga Komunista
na naryan s Marcos sapagkat ito ang nagpapalakas sa
kanilang kilusan!
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Pinagtatawanan lang ng bayan ang idinarios na mga
imbestigasyon at public hearings ng mga komite ng Ba
tasang Pambansa.

Sayang lang ang gastos!

Alam ng bayang ang mga komiteng iyan ay kumu

kumpas lang sa hangin :sapagkal, kung totuusin, ang
gusto ni Marcos ang siyang masusunod.
Hangga't umiiral ang Amendment No. 6, ang Batusan

ay bale-wala bilang lehislatura.

Dahil sa Amendment No. 6, si Pres. Marcos ay “'One
Man Super Legislature”.

Ang alin mang batas na pagtibayin ng Balasan ay
maaad niyang baligtarin, baguhin, enmendahin, o pa-
walang-bisa. Higit pa ryan, kapangyanhan niyang mag
patibay ng sariling mga batas, sa pamamagitan ng presi-
dential decrees,

Sapagkat ganyan din lamang, bakit pagkakagastahan
pa ang mga public hearings at investigations, na pawang
mga pakulo lang? Bakit hindi hintayin na lamang kung
ano ang iuutos ni Marcos?

Kaya nga't, sa mula’t mula pa, lagi ko nang binabat!
kos ang Amendment No. 6.

Sa Pilipinas lang may ganyang uri ng probisvon si
Konstitusyon,

Kaya't, kung nais ng mga myembro ng Batasan na
magkaroon ng katuturan ang kanilang kapulungan , Kung
nais nilang magkaroon ng bisa at dignidad ang Kanllang

gawain; kung nais nilang magkaroon ng respelo g
bayan sa Batasan, gumawa sila ng tahasang hakbang
upang ma-repeal ang Amendment No, 6.

Mangahas kaya silang gumawa niyan”

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzalez by a matadero
(butcher) at the slaughterhouse near Tambakan, on the
news around.

Q. Professor, | have been reading your columns and I
can't help laughing, you slay me, ha-ha. Can you give
me your comments on the news, too?

A 1 try.

Q. Like this one: “Trash agency revamp ordered” (Times
Journal, 17 Nov.) What’s that?
A. Could it be a cabinet reshuffle?

Q. “Urge Africa to wage war on US" (Bulletin Today,
17 Nov.) It came from Khadafy. Do you think the
Africans can fight the US?

A US soldiers are not good in jungle warfsre, they
remove the jungle. Ask the Japanese soldiers of
World War IL

Q. “RP has dropped Sabah. . . . Malaysia should be
reassured thatourclaimto to Sabah can be dropped
without amending the Constitution of the Philip-
pines. This opinion, expressed by our leading autho-
rities, is not contested by anyone. We have dropped
the claim. Malaysia should now drop its doubts.”
(Daily Express. 17 Nov., T. Valencia.) What do you
think the Malaysians will say to that?

A. Drop dead!

(. Here is one from Lech Walesa, the labor leader of
Solidarity, in Poland: “Walesa: ‘I'm on a tightrope’ ™
(Daily Express, 17 Nov.) What does he mean?

A. He might be joining the circus.

Q. *Debate ends on Gov’t Code™ (Bulletin Today, 17
Nov.) Do you think the Batasan (Parliament) unders-
tands what a debate is Professor?

A Most of them are afraid to debate outside the Bata-
san, in public. Like Tumbokon,

(). Maybe this would explain everything, Professor:
“From dialogue to consensus™ (Bulletin Today, 17
Nov., Editorial.) Wouldn't-it?

A. Nonsense. The better term is “‘monologue”. They talk
to themselves.

Q. “Garbage cries out for final solution now" (Bulletin
Today, 18 Nov., J. Bigornia).

A. Maybe Tumbokon, Adrian Cristobal’s assistant, has a
solution. He is an expert on *‘garbage”.

0. What do you know, Arlene is at it again: “Open (We)
Forum” (Bulletin Today, 17 Nov., A Babst.) Accor-
ding to her, according to someone, the WE Forum,
Who magazine, and Ms are “being used to substan-
tiate the claim that there is press freedom in this
country.” Is that right?

A.1 am glad her column didn't say: “Close (We) Fo-
rum’™, 1 don’t think she’s quite right, We Forum is
often threatened with libel and sedition. I also heard
that the Administration boys buy half of We Forum
circulation everytime we have a critical headline
about the government. That's bad, people may thi
we are subsidized. .

Q. What's this? “Puppets as teaching aids” (Daily Ex-
press, 17 Nov., Education).

A. Didn’t you know? It has been going on since martial
law, 1972.

Q. Here's the fourth of J, Montemayor's long article on
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)
r Sa palagay ko'y hindi, sapagkat baka sila ma-“dis-

solve™!

Segun sa Art. VIII, Sec. 13 (2), Constitution (1981
Amendments), saklaw ng kapangyarhm ng President
ang pag-“‘dissolve’ sa Batasang Pambansa.

Talagang “clever” si Pres. Marcos! Siniguro niyang
hawsk niya ang lahat ng mga shsi.

Ngunit, hindi natutulog ang Diyos! Naghihintay lang
Siyang gumising na rin ang bayan !!
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What is left of democracy
in the Philippines today?
What is democracy in the
fist place? Jean Jacques
Rousseau in his book “The
Social Contract” (1762)
wrote:

“If there were a nation of
gods, it would be governed
democratically.

So perfect a govemnment
is unsuited to men.”

But surely he was' wrong.
It is precisely because men
are not gods, although a few
think they are, that the
best form of government,
imperfect though it be for
men are not perfect, is
democracy. Society is dyna-
mic, ever changing, and no
govemnment has the mono-
poly of brains to believe
that it alone can govemn
and know what is best for all.
In fact there are in most
instances more and better
talent outside than within
the govenment. In a nation”
are businessmen, lawyers,
physicians, engineers,
scientists, teachers, professors,
architects, bankers, clerks,
chauffeurs, clergymen, mar-
ket vendors, nuns, mechanics,
and jacks-of-all-trade. Not all
of them are inclined to run
the nation or make laws,
most of them are busy
doing other things, not neces-
sarily better things. Hence,
they elect those who will
make laws for them or run
the affairs of state. By means
of elections they vote for

Professor answers
Devanney, Hearst

By SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALEZ
PART X

those .whom they believe to
be competent enough to do
those things, even make laws
to limit their freedom for
the good of all in a demo-
cracy. By electing their law-
makers and administrators of
government, the people - the
voters — ‘“‘create” the govem-
ment not to become their
master but to serve the
nation, as trustees of power.
And by electing their repre-
sentatives in the running of
the nation, the people expect
them to rule for the benefit
of the country and not for
their own selfish interest. That
is democracy !

To ensure that democratic
principles are followed, some
machanisms are needed.
There must be the existence
and recognition of checks
and balances either in the
govemment structure itself or
in opposition parties, pre-
ferably in both; periodic
elections, including the limit-
ation of terms of incumbents,
for no government has the
right to hold power for-
ever. The allegiance of the
military must be to the
Constitution of the land and
the State, not necessarily to

the government — for the
State is the people and
governments come and go.
The control of military by
individuals or .groups often
lead to the downfall of
democracy, for power can
then be used against the
civilians. Dictators are made
that way, the classic example
of course is Adolf Hitler.
Indeed, true democracy is
constitutional  government,
not arbitrary rule!

As a way of life, demo-
cracy teaches that man has
an inherent dignity as a
human being however week
or poor he may be, a dignity
based on his nature, and not
on any title or status that
society may give him, the
highest form of which is to
have lived an honest life.
Because man is by nature a
free being capable of know-
ledge and progress, he must
be treated as a responsible
individual and not as a blind
follower; he must have the
freedom to seek the truth,
to express himself, and to
participate in the shaping of
his own destiny within the
nation. Because all men are
by nature the same — human

beings — they must all be
equal under the law, but
not regimented, and be given
opportunities to live and
progress in society; this per-
haps is what equality should
mean, and not that we should
treat the industrious as equal
to the lazy, or the talented
to the retarded. Because men
are not infallible and no
man can claim that in human
knowledge he has absolute
truth, there is need for con-
sensus or the rule of the
majority in order to get
things done, provided no
injustice is done against the
minority, remembering that
the rule of the majority does
not imply absolute truth.
Because no progress s
achieved without criticism or
opposing views, the voice or
voices of the opposition must
be heard and free debates
encouraged. These, perhaps,
are the irreducible elements
of the concept of demo-
cracy. Government forms
may differ, and some govem-
ment are not democratic.
There is British government,
American govemment,
French government, Russian
government, Philippine gov-
emment — but there is only
democracy, and a government
either is or is not demo-
cratic. There is no substitute
for democracy.

(To be concluded)

A matter
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Indeed, San Francisco,
where more than four per-
cent of its inhabitants are
Hlipinos, is the nerve cen-
ter of the anti-Marcos
movement in the United
States. A week before the
Marcos visit, seven mem-
bers of the board of su-
pervisors of San Francisco
signed a public statement
urging Mayor [einstein
not to *hold an official
welcome for the Marcos
party sponsored by the
City of San Francisco and
that no expenditure of
City government funds be
made in connection with
the Marcos visit to our
dty,"

The supervisors empha-
sized that the visit had
created 'a very strong
controversy because it
being perceived as a pub-
lic relations trip to pro-
mote the prolongation of
their (Marcoses’) much-
criticized leadership in the
Philippines. Mr. Marcos
has govemned the Philip-
pines under martial law for
a period of nine years.
During this time, demo-
cratic institutions estab-
lished by the United States
before granting that coun-
try’s independence on July
4, 1946, were abolished
and a right-wing dictator-
ship was instituted by the
Marcoses, Notwithstanding
the formal lifting of mar-
tial law last year, allega-
tions of gross violations of
the human dghts of the
Hlipino people by the
Marcos regime reportedly
continue to be committed
although publicly denied
by Mr. Marcos as a go-
vernment policy."'

The board of supervi-
sors sald that a formal

function honoring Presi-
dent and M. Marcos
“may be interpreted as an
endorsement of their con-
troversial regime.” The
board also took note of
the fact that the large Fili-
pino- American community
in San Francisco *is sharp-
ly divided on the issue of
the Marcos State Visit.”

The sharpest criticism
however came from Rep.
Phillip (correct) Burton
who said that because of
his deep respect for the
Filipino- American  com-
munity in his city, *‘I have
concluded that as a matter
of conscience, [ cannot
and will not participate in
any function” honoring
the Marcoses.

“The Marcos regime,”
he said, ‘has ruled for al-
most a decade under mar-
tial law, suspending the
Philippine  Constitution,
suppressing freedom, en-
gaging in political persecu-
tion of its opposition
and resorting to the impri-
sonment and torture of
its own people.

“President Marcos
comes to this country to
be welcomed by President
Marcos primarly to im-
prove his failing image and
his standing among his’
people.

“This public relations
charade will not close our
eyes to the sight of tor-
tured bodies or our ears to
the cries of a people that
their freedom be restored.
X X x The fact that they
are accorded a civilized
greeting by our City
should not and cannot be
construed as an acceplance
of their regime or its unci-
vilized treatment of the
people of the Philippines.”

Recent dispatches from
San Francisco report that
the issue of the Marcos re-
gime did infiltrate the
campaigns in San Francis-
co during the last elections
in the United States,
‘“when vocal pro-Marcos
Filipino leaders worked

hard to defeat candidates
for Supervisors who op-
posed an official welcome
for Marcos’’ during the lat-
ter’s visit to San Francisco.

What happened? In-
cumbents Wendy Nelder,
Nancy Walker and Doris
Ward, who ran for reelec-
tion and who signed the
“no-official Marcos wel-
come statement” won han-
dily their reelection bids.
And Nelder, who was
“particulady targetted for
defeat™ by the pro-Marcos
group pained the highest
number of votes and will
become the next presi-
dent of the board of su-
pervisors.

Congressman  Phillip
Burton, who issued the
strong anti-Marcos state-
ment, won his tough re-
election bid against State
Senator Milton Marks,
“who visited the Marco-
ses in Manila and who
apparently is fdendly” to
Malacanang.

Barbara Boxer, who
was backed solidly by the
anti-Marcos elements in
San Francisco, Daly City,
Solano and Marin, won
the congressional (5th dis-
trict) seat vacated by reti-
ring Rep. John Burton,
Phillip’s brother. In San
Mateo County, Congress-
man Tom Lantos issued a
pre-election statement cri-
ticizing human rights vio-
lations by the Marcos Ad-
ministration in the Philip-
pines. He won his reclec-
tion bid.

The victories of the sail
supervisors and congres-
sional candidates in the
San [Francisco Bay Area,
which is heavily popula-
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ted by Hlipino-American
voters ‘‘tend to indicate
that support by anti-Mar-
cos elements helped in
their respective  cam-
Pm‘m"'

Incidentally, Congress-
man Phillip Burton, who
represents the 6th congres-
sional district of California
and is a Democrat, is one
‘of the most powerful men
in the US Congress. He
failed by only one vote to
be elected House Majority
Leader after the 1976
elections (he lost to Jim
Wright of Texas). He was
head of the Democratic
Study Group in 1971,
which was responsible for
the reforms in the House,
and the real power in that
body. Burton cannot be
counted out in any future
fight for leadership. As a
matter of fact, it will be
no surprise if Phil Burton
is Speaker of the House
one of these days. He is
bitterly anti-Marcos.

L N

The sudden decision of
Dr. Sylvia de la Paz and
the private prosecutors in
the criminal case against
the alleged killer of Dr.
Remberto (“Bobby”) de la
Paz is a bombshell, a mas-
ter stroke. And the reasons
cited for this momentous
decision are well taken.
How indeed could the be-
reaved widow “‘compound
an injustice by participa-
ting in the prosecution of
the wrong man which
could only end in a tra-
vesty of justice” and “in
conscience ask the wit-
nesses to falsify their tes-
timony and identify a per-
son as the culprit knowing
as she does that the ac-
cused does not appear to
be the killer’?

It is no wonder then
that Deputy Defense Mi-
nister Cammelo Z. Barbero
did not want the De la Paz
family to get a picture of
the alleged killer, and that
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Viewpoints
ing in our country. -

DR

“Ver orders AFP
probe” — news item. This
probe has reference to so
many crimes being attri-
buted to military person-
nel and they can no
longer hide it; they have
really become embarras-
sing to the Establishment,
Yes, the killings now being
attributed to soldiers, and
the abuses of those in uni-
form have really become
alamning; events which
were sparse and far bet-
ween before martial law.
And why? Because the
military, today, feel they
are the privileged class,
they have found power
as they never yet ex-
perienced. They are the
ones in uniform and with
high-powered guns, they
can arrest people at the
slightest hint and hold
people for months, years
even without charges so
the civilians who have no
clout with upstairs must
tremble in fear in the
presence of soldiers. In-
deed, martial rule has
created a Frankenstein
monster in our midst.
What a shame, what a
pity !

But General Ver must
be commended for moving
swiftly to put an end to
these foolishness of his
soldiers. It is my hope
that this is not ningas
cogon and they will let
the chips fall where they
may.

Again, let us illustrate
our worsening peace and
order situation :

**Balikbayans held up™”;

“Actor's son  shot
dead’;

** Another bank robbed,
2 hurt™;

“Gold bar smuggling
attempt failed™;

“Police  chief, men
charged for killing teen-
aged boys™’;

“Girl found dead in-

side QC Hotel™’;
“Spumed  suitor hog-
ties woman’";
“4  postal
arrested”;
*“Man

pilferers

stabbed dead

over cockfight’;

“PAF man gunned
down by PC sarge”’;

2 more collectors sus-
pended”’;

“Gunrunning syndicate
suspect arrested.”

All these news items in
only one day — Novem-
ber 13. How many others
were not reported?

L B B

Coming out of the city
court last November 12,
I met an assistant fiscal
near the parking lot. He
greeted me and said: “I
want to subscribe to WE
Forum. It is now the best
newspaper; 1 don’t mind
paying P1.50 because the
items you publish which
hardly come out in the
controlled papers are
worth 10 times the
price.” Thanks, Hscal. But
don’t let them know you
are reading us or you
may land jobless soon.
Remember, your appoint-
ment was converted to
“acting” notwithstanding
the fact that you have
been there since 1971.
But 1 must congratulate
you, also for your cour-
age in reading us; I know
you are not alone among
government people who
read us and believe inus.
In fact, 1 met a Cabinet
man who told me he not
only buys WE Forum °
every issue, he even pays
P2 to show his support.
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“Open  government,
best defense against sub-
version” Enrile. I'm
glad you said it, sir. But
do you think the boss-
man agrees? Since I know
you are sincere, please
do everything within your
power to guarantee this
“*open government” for
our beloved country.
Please encourage true free-
dom of speech, of the
press, and the rght of
our people to peaceably
assemble to petition for
grievances because there
are so many legitimate
grievances to speak of.
Please champion free elec-
tions and defend fully
our human rights. Thank
you, sir.

Views and
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Church and State. Read this, Professor: “Only the
people can make a choice among a number of politi-
cal alternatives, and propagate such choice.” (Times
Journal, 17 Nov.) Does he sincerely think that the
people have a choice even in elections today in the

Philippines, Professor?

A 1 don’t know, I leave him to his conscience, if the pre-
sent regime allows him one. Is he now ‘‘Minister of
State for Religious Instruction'™?

Q. Read this, Professor, Your friend Assemblyman Sal-
vador H. Laurel says ‘‘Stress need for stability. . .
There can be no economic recovery unless the coun-
try first achieves political stability”. (Bulletin Today,

18 Nov.) Is this true?

A This unstable govemment of Mr. Marcos borrows
and borrows money to make it look stable. When the
economy finally collapses the government will col-
lapse like a pack of cards, with the Joker buried at

the bottoms of the pile.

Q. 'Sin invites Enrile, Ver” (Bulletin Today, 18 Nov.)
What is Cardinal Sin up to, Professor?

A Top sacred.

Q. ""Devil Worship in Sex Assaults On Women Eyed”
(Bulletin Today, 18 Nov.) Does the devil exist, Pro-

fessor?

A. Ask Cardinal Sin, He knows,




The paradox
of subversion

By ESTRELLA L. DEL MUNDO

This writer believes that a
govemment can be itself
guilty of sedition and sub-
version if its  system of
govemment, by its sheer
inability to meet the needs
of the people, provokes mass
action against it.

Nick T. Enciso has wamed
that ‘“the almost unabated
killing of innocent and help-
less people by men in uni-
form with high-powered arms
has become a serious matter
that the (Marcos) adminis-
tration should immediately
stop” (BT, Oct. 1). Indeed,
he has every reason to fear.
Dr. Bobby de la Paz was
cold-bloodedly murdered in

Samar; former Rep. Jose
Lingad was slain; and Assem-
blymen Emmanuel Pelaez,

former vice president of the
Philippines, nearly fell on
the hands of his would-be
assassins.

Doubts conceming Alfie
Anido’s case still linger in the
air. The Manotoc case, to
many people, has remained
perplexing. If these people,
well-known personalities as
they are, could easily be
given up to statistics, what
security is there for people
who were not fortunate
enough to be in the elite’s
station?

Government action along
this line is certainly lack-
luster.

When illegal recruiters
abound (BT Sept. 14 & 22,
Oct. 5), and millions of
pesos in the Welfare Fund
are missing (BT, Sept. 19 &
21, Oct. 15), when smug-
gling is rampant (BT, Sept.
7, Oct. 15 & 21), when
racketeers thrive (BT, Aug.
10 & 22, Oct. 18 & 19),
when even city courts are
beset by anomalies (BT, Sept.
14), and the press has re-
sorted to exploit crime and
sex stories to boost circula-
tion (Enciso, BT, Sept. 28),
when many people complain
about military abuses (BT,
Sept. 6), etc., who will not

(Second of a series)

have second thought on the
much publicized “achieve-
ments” under the New So-
ciety and the New Republic
combined?

And on the matter of the
press, Jesus E. Bigomia, the
self-confessed Marcos puppet,
has this to say: “Often the
Philippine press is ridiculed
for present timidity. It is
constantly exhorted, para-
doxically by officialdom, to
be more militant in exposing
abuses, graft and corruption
in government. That it should
be timid is understandable.
The press had but recenty
came out of a traumatic
experience under martial rule.
On the other hand, officials,
having gotten used to having
their way without a whim-
per of protest from the peo-
ple, have become onion-
skinned, ready at the drop of
a criticism to throw the
entire Criminal Code and
what influence they may
possess at such as those
bold enough to question
their official acts” (BT, Feb.
21). Assailing a PNA feature
report that insists the press
is free and open, Ninez
Cacho Olivarez inquired, “If
the press is truly free and
open, why have some rank-
ing government officials come
out to claim that the press
is tmid?” -(BT, Sept. 7)

In her “Traumas of the
Philippine press” (BT, Sept.
14), Belinda O. Cunanan
admitted, “it isn’t going to be
all that easy to pget the
Philippine press back on its
feet again.”” This can be
expected despite having been
castigated by Mr. Marcos for
seeing and printing only the
government  side
they are either blind or
afraid”, as Mr. Marcos would
think.

Blind, NO: Afraid, YES!
And who will not be afraid
if mediamen are threatened
by the very custodians of

A matter
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Judge Ricarte Togonan of
Catbalogan wamed Fr. Art
Balagat against taking any
pictures of the suspect
during the arraignment last
September 24.

The action taken by the
widow and her lawyers
must be most embarrassing
to the military and the
prosecution . arm of the
govemment. It means that
the accused, S/Sgt. Ame-
nio Alcantara, Jr. is only
the convenient scapegoat,
pulled out of a hat to pla-
cate an indignant public
opinion. The implication
here is that the govemn-
ment is shielding the real
criminal, And that fact, if
it is a fact, is that the go-
vernment cannot be ex-
pected to help serve ‘the
ends of justice. It is a
cover-up, a form of stone-
walling, in order that the
real killer will never be
known. Since no witnesses
will identify Alcantara as
the killer, the Court will
have no choice but to

uit him.

re is an item in the

Daily Express of Nov. 17,
1982: “The widow of Ma-
nila motorcycle policeman
Leopoldo Pascual, who
was shot dead last Oct. 11
by car-riding men while
he was issuing them a tic-
ket for reckless driving,
said yesterday that the mi-
litary is delaying the prose-
cution of her husband’s
real killer.

“‘Mrs. Herminia Pascual,
32, told reporters covering
the Manila police that she
is certain that the real kil-
ler was not a PC sergeant
but ‘a high-ranking senior
officer.’

*‘She added that the mi-
litary is making a ‘cover-
up’ for the real killer and
that the non-commission-
ed officer who previously
surrendered was not the
‘one who pulled the trig-
ger.' ™

Now, how can the go-
vemment afford to stoop
to this tactic? Has it no
qualms at all? No wonder
its credibility is at its lo-
west ebb.

“*because.

peace (Mediamen threatened
by Gen. Mison, BT, Aug. 18)?
Only a handful. In fact, the
many gentlemen who | am
expecting to keep the torch
of press freedom ever bum-
ing have apparently tossed
the cudgels to the more
devout lady journalists. Maria
Cristina Gonzalvez ™ of UP
asks, “Have they lost interest
or have they simply lost
their ‘balls’?” (BT, Oct. 21)

When the press is muzzled,

who will not suspect that
the government is hell-
bent on painting only the
rosy picture of our socio-
politicoeconomic  develop-
ment?

But the press, stifled it
may have been and charac-
terized by opPRESSion,
supPRESSion and rePRESS-
jon (and, to very few well-
meaning journalists, de-
PRESSion ) cannot blind itself
to the realities obtainingin the
country. Not, at least, to the
growing concem over leap-
frogging cost of living, in-
creasing crime rate, unem-
ployment, moral decay, and
graft and corruption in gov-
emment.

(To be continued)

Plan
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Equalization Fund to enable
oil companies to cope with
their alleged losses.

The PCDO pointed out
that since 1971, the prices of
these commodities have al-
ready increased by as much
as 400 percent.

“Under the present pri-
cing of gasoline and diesel
alone, both jeepney and taxi
drivers are actually taxed
P90 and P40 a day, respec-
tively,” the PCDO said.

According to the group,
without excessive government
taxes and what is claimed to
be “manipulated overpricing”
of gasoline and other petro-
leum products, the prices for
gasoline would be P2.50 per
liter instead of PS and P1.50
for diesel instead of P3.

“All that Mr. Velasco is
thinking is how to tax the
already hard-pressed and suf-
fering masses just to accom-
modate foreign oil companies
thereby overlooking the chain
reaction that the price in-
crease will bring to the prices
of foodstuffs,” the PCDO

added.

The group also pointed to
the fact that there is a pre-
vailing world oil glut that
forced a number of OPEC
countries to drastically re-
duce the prices of oil.

For its part, the PCDO
has urged Minister Velasco to
consider the following steps
before announcing any plan
to authorize increases in oil
prices ;

— The nationalization of
the oil industry so our go-
vemment can directly obtain
cheap crude oil through di-
rect negotiations with OPEC
members.

— Before accepting the
reports of alleged losses of
foreign oil companies, both
the Commission on Audit
(COA) and Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC)
should look into their books.

There might be a possibi-
lity that the reported losses
may be simply a reduction
of huge profits which is
painful to one used to making
big margins.

IN THE M ATTER OF THE
CORRECTION OF ENTRIES
IN THE REGISTER OF
BIRTHS OF THE LOCAL
REGISTRY IN THE CITY
OFMANILA.

VIRGINIA G. BIAQUIS,
JURIS JEAN B. RUIZ,
Petitioners.

—Versus-—

MEMORIAL HOSPITAL,
Respondents.

moming before this Court.

be served upon the

Memorial Hospital, Manila.
SO ORDERED.

Nov. 19, 26 & Dec, 3, 1982

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF M ANIL A
BRANCH XVIII

SPL. PROCEEDINGS NO. 82-13692

THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRAR
FOR THE CITY OF MANILA, and
THE DIRECTOR, DR. JOSE FABELLA

ORDER

A verified petition has been filed by the petitioners through
counsel praying that the Local Civil Registrar of Manila and The
Director, Dr. Jose Fabelln Memorial Hospital, be ordered to
correct the mistake in the certificate of live birth of petitioners
from **Norma Biaquis™ to *“Virginia G. Biaquis.”

It appears that said petition is sufficlent in form and subs-
tance and, there fore, it is hereby ordered that the same be set
for heaing on December 28, 1982 at 8130 o'clock in the

Let this order be published at the expense of the petitioner
in the WE Forum once a week for three consecutive weeks so
that all persons interested in the petition may appear on the
date, hour and place above set forth to show cause, if any, why
the aforementioned petition should not be granted.

Let copies of this order together with copies of the petition
Honorable Solicitor General, The Local
Civil Reglstrar of Manila and the Director, Dr. Jose Fabella

November 15, 1982, Manila, Philippines.

(SGD.) MAXIMO A. MACEREN
Judge
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homet’s nest when he stress-
ed that “‘the best solution to
the mounting graft and cor-
ruption at the City Hall and
the wanton mismanagement
of city affairs x x x is to re-
move Mayor Pimentel.”

The newsweekly further
quoted Adaza as saying: “Pi-
mentel has betrayed the peo-
ple of Cagayan de Oro in a
manner that is unforgivable.
He promised clean and honest
government but he is giving
the people of the city graft
and corruption hitherto un-
known in the history of the
city.”

Bag-ong Katarungan added
in its report that Adaza said
Pimentel promised a self-re-
liant city government but no
city project could be pushed
through without the help of
Assemblymen Emmanuel Pe-
laez and Concordio Diel.

One of the most outspo-
ken critics of the Marcos re-
gime, Pimentel, according to
Adaza, is now as docile as a
lamb after the filing of the
graft cases against him before
the Tanodbayan.

“Before his graft cases,
Pimentel was vociferously
against the KKK. Now he is
endorsing the KKK in the
headlines and eévery forum.
Before, he was against the
World Bank loans. Now, he is
embracing these loans amoun-
ting to P165 million,” Adaza
was further quoted as saying.

For his part, Mayor Pimen-
tel said he was amazed at
the statements of the gover-

nor when he (Adaza) said
that he should step down
from City Hall for the simple
reason that cases have been
filed against him before the
Tanodbayan. *

“If this is the basis for one
to step down from his posi-
tion, then Governor Adaza
should also leave his capitol
office because cases were also
filed against him before the
Tanodbayan, some of them
involving corruption and mis-
use of government property,”
Pimentel told the newsweekly.

On Adaza’s charge that he
is no longer critical of Presi-
dent Marcos, Pimentel waved
a Manila-based newspaper
which carded a front page
story of his criticism against
the President’s alleged extra-
vagance in his recent US state
visit.

Bag-ong Katarungan said a
reconciliation between the
two opposition stalwarts ap-
pears to be impossible as
both have declared that their
respective parties are fielding
candidates in the 1984 elec-
tions not only in Mindanao but
also all over the country.

The Mindanao Alliance,
which has Adaza for chair
man, is busy reorganizing as
known opposition leaders in
Mindanao have allegedly
joined voluntarily and even
became key men of the par-
ty.

On the other hand, the
PDP has opened its national
headquarters below the Pi-
mentel residence.

— Work for the .cutting
and transfer of part of the
almosj 50 percent govem-
ment imposed taxes on gaso-
line and other petroleum pro-
ducts. Sacrificing say 10 per-
cent of the taxes out of the

50 percent or P0.50/liter of
the P2.20 may satisfy these
companies and also prevent
further hardship of the peo-
ple. It is to be bome in mind
that P0.01/liter of gasoline is

~
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Edsa Central

2. EDSA CENTRAL

Peter Go Bldg.,
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MING ORIENTAL RUGS & CARPETS
MANUFACTURER

SALES OFFICE & SHOWROOMS:
New Frontier * Tel. No.921-88-11
Robinson * Tel. No. 521-7761

FACTORY & OFFICE:
148 Don Raymundo St.
San Agustin Village
Novaliches, Metro Manila
After Office Hour Call Tel, 90-20-41
FACTORY SALE
AREA RUGS NOW IN CUBAO
GUARANTTED THE LOWEST PRICE
OR YOUR MONEY BACK

SEE US AT:NEW FRONTIER ARCADE
Gen. Malvar St., Cubao
(Beside Shakey’s) Tel, 921-88-11
Guaranteed for one (1) year without loose
thread problem
COME AND VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS
1. ROBINSON'S COMMERCIAL COMPLEX
M. Adriatico St., Ermita

(Beside Manila Midtown Hotel)
(Tel. No. 521-77-61

EDSA, Shaw Boulevard
Mandaluyong, Metro Manila
3. PROVINCIAL SHOWROOM

Gen. Maxilom Avenue, Cebu City

the total
purchase, you are entitled to one or more door-

P120 million a year.

amount of your

-




olice files

Some quarters are ap-
pealing through this co-
lumn to Defense Minister
Juan  Ponce Ennile to
“kindly reenforee the to-
tal ban on military and
INP personnel drinking lis,
quor in public places and
beer joints.” The appel-
lants who read a publisird
report that the defense
chiet was seriously consi-
dering the reimposition of
the drinking ban likewise
are urging that the fire-
arms ban in public places,
especially beerhouses, be
enforced strictly without
letup  considering the
mounting  incidents invol-
ving military men and
policemen in  drunken
brawls and shootouts.

LR

This column had re-
ceived “reports that armo-
gant military and police
personnel have been fre-
quenting cocktail lounges
and beer joints in Metro
Manila with their firearms
carefully tucked for cus-
tomers and management
{0 see.

L

Whatever happened to
the much vaunted “Opera-
tion Bakal’? Apparently,
like other drives, the gun-
toting ban has joined the
long list of the govem-
ment’s “‘instant pakulo.”
Perhaps, the authorities
will impgse this ban once

.

By BOBBY BURGOS

again when some scion of

a bigshot gets a bullet in
his head in one of these

public  places. Tragic,
N0 s ?
LB ]
Assemblyman Celso

Palma (KBL, Western Min-
danao) has proposed that
public or private schools
would not be allowed to
operate unless instructions
on the dangers of drugs are
included in the institu-
tions curriculum. Mr. Pal-
ma has noted that the
Dangerous Drugs Act of
1972 which provides the
integration of instructions
on the adverse effects of
drugs, including their legal,
social and economic impli-
cations in the curriculum
of the schools, did not
provide for penalty on the
failure of the schools to
implement the DDA pro-
vision. The makers of the
act must have been too
pre-occupied with the gra-
ces provided by the
schools that they forgot to
“insert” a punishment
clause for the violators,

We are for the Palma
proposal “head over heels”
knowing the implications
of the growing menace
cdused by drugs, be they
“upkrs or downers.” The
government should take
seriously the Palma propo-
sal because next to home,
the school is the alternate
field where we can counter

Gun-toting

lawmen are |

rampant

the dangers of drugs. As

for violators of the bill,

cancel their permits and

licenses to operate and let

them rot, permanently !!!
LR

According to Brig. Gen,
Narciso Cabrera, Manila
police chief, there are 850
intersections in Sydney
(Australia) alone which are
equipped with traffic sig-
nal lights that are fully
synchronized thus allo-
wing a smooth stop and
go of motor vehicles and
pedestrian traffic. Here in
Manila, an observer noted,
traffic lights are 'also syn-
chronized — to the pre-
judice of drivers and pe-
destrians alike.

LB

General Cabrera, who
recently arrived from a
two-week traffic observa-
tion tour from ‘“‘Down
Under,” also said that
Australia has much wider
city roads, strategically-
placed overpasses and by-
passes. In Metro Manila,
particulady in Manila, our
overpasses and underpasses
are seldom used because
vendors have invaded these
places, nothing new, really.

British Admirslty.

THERE |

WHERE ?

THE RIGHT COMPUTERIZED PRICES
AND MODERN TECHNOLOGY AT GLOBAL.

")

WHY

DO YOUR FLAGS EASILY
GET TATTERED AND FADED?

TO OUR DISCRIMINATING FRIENDS:

GLOBAL FLAGS can answer your calf for a chanpe,
No moru of the wuak and faded tattered flags of old.
Wae have a fabric that can withstand extrems weather
conditions and still ratain its color brilliancs,
Adopted by the United States Army snd by the

(RCP)

GLOBAL FLAG COMPANY

THIRD GENERATION OF FLAG MAKERS

NO SUBSTITUTE FOR
99 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

MANUFACTURERS OF QUALITY
FLAGS * BANNERS * PENNANTS

1027 Rizal Avenue, Manila;
Tels.26-47-61*26-81~13

we
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TO SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A VISION
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Priest’s
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tion of Calbayog Social Ac-
tion Director Fr. Edgar Kang-
leon on 10 October 1982 are
deplorable.

No warrant of arrest was
served. No original copy of
the Presidential Commitment
Order was presented. Two
Church-Military Liaison
Committee agreements were
violated—that no arrest of re-
ligious persons be tumned over
into the custody of their su-
perior. There was a breach in
the promise of Chief of Staff
Gen. Fabian Ver that no
priest and religious in Samar
be arrested unless he was ac-
tually committing subversive
acts. After 18 days in deten-
tion, Fr. Kangleon has not
been charged.

These may also well be the
circumstances  surrounding
the arrest and detention of
some 30 other Church wor-
kers both lay and religious,
Catholic and Protestant ar-
rested since January this
year.

Trial by publicity. Fabri-
cated charges. Temporary de-

-

c¢/o WE Forum

Quezon Avenue
Quezon City

Sir:

ber 1, 19827

amount of P40,
Thank you.

“Loving gesture...

1241 Asturias Street

Sampaloc, Manila

November 9, 1982
Atty. Emesto R. Rodriguez, Jr.

784 Units C & D, RMS Bldg.

My I request reservation of one (1) Bookpaper of
your book entitled “The Bad Guerrillas of Northem
Luzon’ which is expected to be off the press by Decem-

I am very interested to read this particular text,
expected to be superbly written by a distinguished wri-
ter, because some of the historical events involyved the
unit — the famous 14th Infantry of which my only bro-
ther Rodrigo B. Valcarcel — who is now dead after hav-
ing been confined in the hospital for the last 34 years, «
then Ist Sgt of Co. ““A”, Ist Bn, 71st Infantry —hap-
pened to be a bonafide member.

As a loving gesture to him and a tribute to the
memory of his past exploits while in the underground
movement in Northem Luzon, I do not want to miss this
book as one of my reading materials.

In this connection, | am enclosing herewith the

Join Mr. Valcarcel and read this amazing account of
a bizarre chapter in the history of the resistance
movement. Just call up tel, 96-70-16 and say : Don't
forget to reserve a copy for me of

‘The Bad Guerrillas
of Northern Luzon’

’ )

Very truly yours,

S/ Manuel B. Valcarcel
T/ Manuel B, Valcarcel

\_ By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR. )
Deluxe — — — — — — — — - P80.00
Paper back
Bookpaper — — — — — — P40.00
Newsprint — — — — — — P20.00

nial of the right to counsel.
These are the circumstances
surrounding Fr. Kangleon’s
continued detention. Other
Church workers have been
submitted to worse fates—
torture and even summary
execution.

Together with Bp. Hlo-
meno Bactol and the priests
and religious of the Diocese
of Calbayog:

— We protest against the
manner of Fr. Kangleon’s ar-
rest and detention as arbi-
trary and without decorum
and against the baseless char-
ges heaped on him.

— We riterate our protest
against the raid of the Pope
Paul VI Social Action Center
and the arrest and detention
of areligious sister and two
church workers.

We believe that there is a
trend towards an organized
repression of the Church of
Calbayog and some other lo-
cal Churches in the Philip-
pines.

More than ever we are get-
ting convinced that thé moves
are attempts to isolate
Church workers from the
communities they are bound
by Christian duty to serve, to
distort the Church’s mission
to proclaim the Gospel of
Justice, Peace and Love into
prattling  of irresponsible

troublemakers and to smear
Church moves to help set up
structures of justice and fra-
ternity as schemes of crack-
pots and terrorisms,

With Bishop Bactol and
the Diocese of Calbayog, we
demand for:

— The immediate release
of F. Edgar Kangleon;

— The immediate release
of Antonio Asistio and Jua-
nito Delamida;

— The dropping of the
case against Sr. Helena Gu-
tierrez, OND and the two
accused;

— The immediate retum
of the confiscated office
equipment, documents and
records of the Borongan-Ca-
tarman-Palo-Calbayog (BCPC)
Pastoral Center;

— A stop to the harass-
ment of Church personnel;

— A stop to the systema-
tic smear campaign of the
EASCOM against the local
church;

— A formation of an
investigation body impartial
both to the military and
the Church,

The signatories are Arch-
bishop Federico G. Limon,
SVD, D.D., chairman of the
board of trustees; Bishop
Antonio Y. Fortich, D.D., na-
tional director; Fr. Cesario Y.
Sanedrin, Fr. Luciano Pili,
Fr. Oscar Valles, and Fr.
Justino Cabazares, members
of the executive committee.

Tribal
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“pangayao’ or tribal war.

Libayao has also refuted
charges that he and Datu
Ramon Ali, barangay cap-
tain of Tapak, Paquibato, had
wamed the Talaingod they
would wage a ‘*‘pangayao”
against them should they fail
to vacate 17,000 hectares of
land occupied by members of
the tribe, (See WE Forum,
Nov. 14-15). The tribal war
was supposed to have started
November 10 as alleged by a
report from the Research and
Documentation Committee
of Friends of Paquibato Con-
cemed Citizens and reprinted

and circulated by the Ecume--

nical Movement for Justice
and Peace,

Libayao said he was sur-
prised that religious lay wor-
kers are sowing trouble
among the Talaingod with
false reports of his alleged
threat of a tnbal war against
his own people.

According to Libayao, PA-
NAMIN has never appointed
some persons to be datus.
“I am datu because my fa-
ther, his father and my mo-
ther’s father were datus,” he
said.

He said, PANAMIN never
attempted to divide the peo-
ple. It only wanted to make
sure that it was dealing with
the real leaders and that any
project should be based on
what the people want,

The datus in Paquibato

who are cooperating with
PANAMIN are real datus in
that area, he said. They are
the ones with strong follo-
wing, They are not “appoin-
ted by PANAMIN"; they are
receiving assistance because
they are the recognized lea-
ders of substantial numbers
of hilltribe people.

Libayao said:

The story is one-sided. It
repeats the past propaganda
circulated by some activists
of the Prelature of Tagum.

Dunyo Ando is a kaabag
(lay parish worker) and so is
Joel Manlangan. They are the
organizers of the GKK (basic
Christians communities) in
Paquibato,

[t is not the government
but the religious people who
are dividing the minonties in
Paquibato. Some of the Pa-
quibato Talaingods are follo-
wers of the Catholic church,
some are members of the
Four Square Church and
some, in the past, of the 7th
Day Adventists.

Ramon Ali and his follo-
wers are members of the Four
Square Church,

The people have always
called themselves Talaingod,
In 1919, when the first Chris-
tian settlers came, they called
the people Ata and, since
then, most of the Christian
settlers call them Ata. We
have never stopped calling
themselves Talaingod,
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