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J
FM, the soldier.

(The charges and countercharges genesated by the controversial
monogram of retired Maj. Bonifacio Gillego on the war exploits of
President Marcos which was the basis of our headline story in the
October 25-26 issuc of Wk Forum (“Doubts raised on Marcos’ war
exploits') have stirred tremendous interest among our readers. To sel
the records straight, we are publishing, starting with this issue, excerpts
from the Gillego monogram with an invitation to anyone concemed to
come oul in the open to support or refute the versions therein. In
this way, our readers may be able to draw their own conclusions.
—Ediror)

‘The most sedulously cul-
tivated myth about Mar-
cos’ vaunted World War 11

\ The other version of FM’s war exploits

advance in Bataan, thus
delaying its imminent fall.
As the author of Marcos’

By BONIFACIO GILLEGO
Major, AFP (ret. ), Con-Con delegate

heroism is that almost sin-
glehandedly he stemmed
the tide of the Japanese

cumpaign biography (Hart-
zell Spence, For Every
Tear A Victory, The Story

of Ferdinand E. Marcos,
New York: McGraw Hill
Book Company, 1964)
puts it — attributing the
words to General Douglas
MacArthur — “without
Ferdinand’s exploits, Ba-
taan would have fallen
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Why priests,
nuns turn
radical

The culprit in the radicali-
zation of Filipino priests and
nuns is the very system
that now raises the bogus
“red-scare” campaign against
the Church.

The *“authorjtarian govern-
ment” that Mr. Marcos has
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Professor answers
Devanney, Hearst

By SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALEZ
(Third of a series)

President Ramon Magsay-
say became the third elected
President of the Republic; he
was from the Nacionalista
Party (NP). He was able to
restore the people’s faith in
the government and to ef-
fectively combat Communism

without having to impose
martial law. In his eagerness
to see to it that good govern-
ment should prevail, he tra-
velled from one part of the
country to another, inspec-
ting government offices and
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human

By GEORGE BROOKS
WE Forum US Correspondent

SAN FRANCISCO (Delayed) —
A ranking member of the Amnesty

Violations of

rights in RP

FEAR HOUNDS 'EM

Davao folk prefer
tostay in hamlets

By AURELIO A. PENA

DAVAO CITY — There’s
still hamletting over in Laac,
San Vicente, Davao del
Norte, and the military is
making no qualms about it.

After Defense Minister
Juan Ponce Enrile ordered the
hamlets dismantled and allow
the people to return to their
farms, it seems the situation
now is back to square one.

A majority of those affect-
ed by the hamletting, accord-
ing to Col, Roberto Manlo-
ngat of Task Force Aguda,
are still occupying the make-

shift huts “*‘on their own
choosing' even when told to
return to their farms. The
situation in Laac has not
stabilized yet and elements
of the New People’s Army
*““are still very much around”
occasionally clashing with the
composite troopers of Task
Force Aguda, Manlongat said.
One reason why people
prefer to stay in the ham-
letted “barrio centers” is the
continuous flow of relief
goods and medicines coming
Page 3, please

AMNESTY
INT LBARES

FINDINGS

THE U. P. BARRICADES:
IN RETROSPECT

By ARMANDO J. MALAY

CHAPTER XI
Aquino on the Barricades

Senator Padilla. And that there is noconnection with the
use of the red flag to represent the Maoist communism?

Senator Aquino, There is a coincidence, Mr. President. But
just because the Maoists or the Russians have adopted the red
flag does not mean to say that no other people can use it. It
just so happened that in 1917 the Russian bolsheviks used the
red flag, and then later on the Chinese and the Cubans used it
too. So, Mr. President, the color red, universally, in the
Western ethos is a symbol for bravery and struggle and, there-
fore, whether it was used by the Russians or by the Chinese,
that, I believe, is purely a coincidence.

Senator Padilla. Pure coincidence? Does not the red flag
basically represent the Red movement in Russia, in China, and
in Cuba?

Senator Aquino. | do not believe, Mr. President, that we
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Michacl Posner (at rostrum) of Amnesty International (Al)
answers questions of newsmen during a recent press confe-
rence in San Francisco where he insisted and confirmed that
there are human rights violations in the Philippines. At right
is John Healey, Al executive director.

International (Al) mission

that

visited the Philippines in 1981 has
confirmed that gross violations of

human riglis have been com-
mitted in the “showcase of
democracy in the Far East”
and debunked the claim of
President Marcos that they
are mere ‘“‘hearsay and ru-
mor.”

In a recent press conference
here, Michael Posner said Al's

The tenancy relation-
| ship between the tenants
and the new landowner
has nevertheless existed
orally as of October 1949.
Tenancy contracts for the
cultivation and use of the
land were executed as
could be gathered f[rom
some remaining copies of
the document kept by the
| farmers.

An example of this is a
| document dated October

FM U.S. VISIT EVALUATED

HACIENDA SAN MIGUEL:
' Where cows count
more than people

By ROMEO M. GAVERIA
(Third of a series)

findingg on human rghts
violations in the Philippines

are properly documented.
“President Reagan, Mr.
Marcos’ staunchest human
rights defender, said that the
Filipino President had made
‘great progress’ in that area.
Page 7, please

19, 1949 in which a tenant
by the name of Juan Bus-
tamante ratified his verbal
promise to give to the Es-
tate four cavans of palay
per hectare of land culti-
vated. The tenants said
that all tenant-farmers
then numbering 520 were
all issued copies of lease
contracts. They likewise
claimed that one stipu-
lation common to the con-
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Hazardous

drugs sold
in 3rd World

The San Jose Mercury
News in its issue of Sept. 19,
1982 in an article written by

“Drug  companies  are
dumping  products in the FPeter Stanley has this (o say:
Third World which are ban- “In his prime, Marcos
ned, restricted or which could  currently on an  official
be considered sub-standard in  visit to the United States
developed countries,” credibly presented himself as
This statement was made 4 reformer and an advocate
by Kate Short, Australian of development and prog-
Consumers Association  ress, For vyewrs, martinl low
(ACA) research coordinator won at least grudging acquic
during a talk she gave in scence from most Filipinos
Page 2, please  because it promised land

{Conclusion)

reform, more efficient and
reliable public administration
and improved public safety
and economic development.

Today, all of these are
bittey memories. Land reform
a rhetorical triumph has had a
little it any impact upon the
distribution of wealth or even
the effective transfer of con-
trol over the land. Govemn-
ment  and  through its in-
fluence, much of the eco-

Promises now bitter memories

nomy has fallen into the
hands of profiteers and cro-
nies of the president or his
wife. Random crime and
violence once contained had
returned. The government
itself has been responsible
for the death, disappearance,
torture or despoiling of thou-
sands of ordinary people,

The debt-service ratio —

the ratio of debt-repayments
to export values — will soar
Page 3, please
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Why flatter dangerous company?

WASHINGTON - It is

vital in the conduct of fo-

reign policy to distinguish
between peoples and govern-
ments. Peoples endure, and
to associate closely with
governments at the expense
of their peoples can be
dangerous. President Reagan
blurred this important dis-
tinction the other day when
he lavishly entertained Pres-
ident Ferdinand Marcos of
the Philippines. America
could eventually find itself
more and more linked to a
regime that is increasingly

alienated from its own popu-
lation,

MARCOS

Mr. Marcosisa gold-plated
autocrat whose authoritarian
rule is steering the Philippines
toward political tension and
economic disaster,

His excesses are no cause
to reject him entirely. After
all, the United States main-
tains relations with far more
repressive governments. But it
was not necessary for Mr.
Reagan to go overboard, as
he did, extolling Mr. Marcos
as *‘a respected voice for
reason and moderation.”
Whatever his other attributes
may be Mr. Marcos is no
model of either.

(The following account on
President Marcos's stale visit
to the United States last
month appeared in the Sept.
27, 1982 issue of the Intl
Herald Tribune. Editor)

By STANLEY KARNOW

In the decade since they
gained power, Mr. Marcos and
his wife, Imelda, have run
the Philippines like a private

reserve, cracking down on
political ; opponents . and
encouraging relatives and

cronies to plunder its con-
siderable wealth. The econo-
my is headed toward catas-
trophe, partly because of the
global recession but largely
due to pervasive corruption
and mismanagement by the
Marcos family and its pals.

Unrest

At the end of last year
the Philippines owed $15.3
billion to banks, governments
and international agencies,
making it one of the [0
heaviest borrowers among
developing countries. Its pros-
pects for repaying or even
servicing the debt are slim.

Many major Philippine
companies and numbers of
smaller firms are in serious
trouble. They survive only
because their directors are
connected to the Marcos clan,
which bails them out so
that they can continue to
line their pockets. Ultimately,
of course the Philippine
public foots the bill.

The economic detenora-
tion has widened the gap
between rich and poor, and
that augurs social unrest and

Binondo
Makati

Sta. Cruz

Help fight

//o

Read, subscribe to

Home-delivered subscriptions
now accepted in the following areas:
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perhaps spreading  political
violence. Warnings of im«
pending revolution have been
heard in the Philippines for
years. True, the predicted
eruption has not occurred,
but concern is mounting,
Among those most worried
are Catholic Church leaders,
who foresee real trouble,

They and others are alarm-
ed by the process of political
polarization. By repressing his
moderate foes, they say, Mr.
Marcos indirectly fuels ex-

tremist movements that could
throw the country into chaos.

Mr. Marcos deals with his
enemiss harshly. A recent

r

REAGAN

Amnesty Intermnational report
estimates that about a thou-
sand are being held in jail
without trial. Others dis-
appear, presumably liqui-
dated by special secret
police mandated to impose
“law and order.”

Sympathy

None of this is extraor-
dinary when compared with
the slaughter in Beirut or
the brutality of certain
African and Latin American
regimes. Yet the Philippines
has a particular relevance for
Americans, The United States
took over the Philippines
around the tum of the cen-
tury. As Western colonial ex-
periences go, American con-
trol was enlightened. While
nationalist movements in
European imperial posses-
sions were planning struggles
for freedom, the Philippines
was assured its independence
as early as the 1930s, and it
gained full sovereignty after
World War I1.

Perhaps paternalistically,
the United States endowed
the Philippines with modern
political institutions.

This human investment
should not be squandered,
not only because of senti-
mental attachments but also
because of military bases and

business interests. The
Reagan  administration is
courting that risk by em-

bracing an oligarchy whose
support at home could dwin-
dle rapidly.

It was his awareness of
America's popularity in the
Philippines that prompted
Mr., Marcos to lurn his

Hazardous
From page |

cooperation with the Citizens'
Alliance for Consumer Pro-
tection (CACP) last October
21

The dumping of hazardous
products in the Third World
is one of the major concerns
of consumer groups, includ-
ing the Intemational Organi-
zation of Consumers Union
(IOCU). To date, I0CU has
formed two coalitions to
monitor the marketing of
dangerous and drugs and che-
micals. Health Action Inter-
national (HAI) and Pesticides
Action Network (PAN) are
documenting the discrepan-
cies in marketing pharmaceu-
ticals and agrochémicals and
the corresponding toll they
have taken on the people’s
health.

A major breakthrough in
the campaign was 10CU’s
publication of “Forty-Four
Problem Drugs — a Consumer
Resource and Action Kit."”
The handbook contains a
primer on some of the most
notorious drugs in the
market, their side-effects, and
where they are already
banned or restricted. Kate
encouraged the audience to
request for free copies of the
handbook from 10CU
through the CACP, as they
could help monitor products
here.

Promoted as *‘safe” in the
Third World, the products
have actually been proven to
cause adverse and often fatal
side-effects. Nevertheless,
the need to ‘“seek, find,
exploit and maintain markeis™
and the closure of markets
in the West to strict regula-
tions have led multinational
drug companies to plunder
the Third World, Kate Short
said.

Some countries like Bang-
ladesh have attempted to ban
these drugs, but encountered
opposition from the com-
panies. Last June, the Bang-
ladesh government mandated
the phaseout of more than
1,700 dangerous and useless
drugs, but it was only a

visit into an
public relations
operation. By winning Mr.
Reagan's endorsement, he
hoped to ensure, the long-
evity of his regime. Mr.
Reagan fell into the trap,

The Marcos visit was a
mistake, as was the enthu-
siastic hyperbole at the White
House dinner. The error can
be rectified if American ex-
perts talk tough in their
forthcoming base and econo-
mic negotiations.

Washington
extravagant

beginring
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matter of time before the US
State Department interceded
in behall of US based com-,
panies which stood to lose
because of the ordinance.

The State Department’s
move is ironical considering
that it was among the first
to ban the very same pro-
ducts.

Even the Philippines has
not been spared from the
dumping phenomena. Kate
narrated that during a con-
vention of midwives last
week, all delegates were given
small bags containing samples
of a drug recommended for
common ‘‘pain, fever and
inflammation.” In  other
countries, the drug was se-
verely restricted only for
arthritic inflammation be-
cause it was found to cause
heavy side-effects.

Kate has also purchased
drugs and pesticides which are
banned or regulated in the
West. Here, she said, a pres-
cription was not even re-

quired. Clioquinel, for exam-
ple, caused a furor in Japan
during the 70’s” when it
was credited for an out-
break of nerve disorders re-
sulting in paralysis and blind-
ness. In Australia, none of the
60 Clioquinol victims re-
ceived assistance from the
company manufacturing it.
Here in the Philippines, Clio-
quinol products are sold over
the counter.

Hopefully, the “dumping
days” will soon be numbered.
Kate Short predicted that
within the next three years,
a code of ethics on the
marketing of pharmaceuticals
and agrochemicals will be
passed. HAl and PAN are
hoping to duplicate what
breastfeeding advocates were
able to do to infant formula
companies. In fact, she said,
there is already a draft
code in circulation. HAI is
also undertaking a thorough
documentation of drug in-
dustry malpractices.

Why priests

From page 1

chosen to impose upon the
Filipino people to sustain his
unpopular govemnment and its
exploitative will has spawned
the unprecented defection of
priests and nuns to the ranks
of those who now cling to
the perilous means of vio-
lence in order to fulfill their
moral convictions and vows.
Some Christians begin to see
even ‘‘critical collaboration”
as sinful and must severe all
involvement with a govern-
ment that has lost its capacity
for dialogue on the basic and
cirtical issues upon which
the just, human and Christian
existence hangs on balance.

The recent weeks have
portrayed the stark reality of
this *'radicalization” of the
clergy : Priests and nuns have
been caught in the company
of rebel leaders; many conti-
nue to be hunted with specta-
cular bounties on their heads;
one was killed in an en-
counter with military squads;
even purely social based acti-
vists like Fr. Brian Gore are
being caught in the indiscri-
minate witch-hunt that has
followed. Though Mr. Mar-
cos has been quick to deny
any tension between the
Church and State in the
Philippines, especially in an
interview with the American
Press during his recent US
trip, the Church leadership
has been the target of a
barrage of anti-Church propa-
ganda from the controlled
media, and government bu-
reaucrats have seen it fit to
wage the campaign in their
public speeches.,

There was a time thal
priests and nuns limited their
social involvement to charity
work, social action, self help
programs of cooperative deve-
lopment, community deve-
lopment and rural recons-
truction. The more political
of them worked on reforms
of social legislation of such
vital issues as Land Reform,
worker's rights, defense of
poor through social organiza-
tion, campaigns against war-
lord clans, and the likes,
Much of the effort culmi-
nated in the campaign to call
the Constitutional Conven-

tion of 1971 "“to make the
basic laws of the land more
responsive to the nceds of
the times” and a few priests
and nuns even got themselves

elected to become delegules,

that they might directly lend
their religious and moral
mission to the service of the
New Constitution.

The more prominent radi-
cal priests today were con-
fimed reformists. Father Edi-
ficio de la Torre. S.V.D. was
chaplain of the Federation
of Free Farmers, an unques-
tionably reform oriented
organization of farmers; but
Father Ed today has twice
been detained and today
stands trial for subversion.
Likewise, Fr. Archie Inte-
ngan, S.J., had aways been
chastised by the radical youth
of pre-martial law days as
reformist and reactionary,
but today he operates under-
ground, a determined rebel
against the Marcos regime.
The situation was such that
by 1977, at least 210 priests,
nuns and religious workers
had been arrested and
charged. This was unthink-
able once.

The most radical priest in
those by-gone days was a
young Jesuit who called for a
“satyagraha,”” a Gandhian
passive resistance campaign to
bring about changes in
society. But martial law and
authoritarianism changed all
this.

The decade of Marcos
rule suppressed  free dis-
cussion of social issues, dis-
mantled the social structure
that allowed checks and ba-
lances by one institution over
another, barricaded the regu-
lar avenues for the pursuit
of peaceful reforms and des-
troyed the constitutional
basis for the continued res-
pect of democratic rights and
processes. In short, it opened
the floodgates of abuse and,
hence, indignation from the
people,

Martial rule has sent
society back to the dark ages
of colonial times when
Gomez, Burgos and Zamora
were garroled for their Fili-
pinization campaign; martial
rule versions of the Guardia
Civil are similarly situated,
all powerful and ruth-
less. Does it surprise us then
that priests and nuns, who
must administer to the needs
of those who are primary
victims of this unjust system,
are now fturning to radical
means or to the rest of the
population for that matter?
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talking to the people, without
telling anyone previously
where he was going. He died
when his personal airplane
hit a mountain on March 17,
1957. His Vice-President, Car-
los P. Garcia, succeeded him.
On Nov. 12, 1957, Garcia be-
came the fourth elected Pre-
sident of the Republic; he
was a lawyer with many years
of service in the government.
His Vice-President was Dios-
dado Macapagal, an LP
whereas Garcia was an NP.
Four years later, on Nov. 14,
1961, Macapagal won the pre-
sidency and became the fifth
elected President of the Re-
public, an LP, with Emma-
nuel Pelaez as his Vice-Presi-
dent.

Diosdado Macapagal pro-
mised many things and ac-
complished little. He had a
doctarate in laws and ano-
ther in economics, but they

didn’t help him much. He
started well his administra-
tion and, for about a year,
he was paying attention to
the needs of the nation.
Soon, he began to cam-
paign for a second term
and neglected the country,
and his cronies took advan-
tage of the situation and de-
railed what could have been
a smooth though slow pro-
gress. At the start of Maca-
pagal’s administration, he
created in the Office of the
President the Program Imple-
mentation Agency. Its job
was to see to it that govern-
ment plans and policies were
implemented by the different
government departments
through the authority of the
President. The group’ was
really a task force composed
of young idealistic men who
weren't afraid to resign from
government if they didn’t

Hacienda

tract is the obligation to
pay the management of
the corporation, lease ren-
tals of four cavans of clean
palay per hectare. Never-
theless copies of the con-
tract were no longer with
the tenants they were
taken back by the manage-
ment shortly after they
were distributed, on the
pretext that they would
be replaced with copies of
new ones. The copies were
never retumed, nor new
copies given them. This
was stated in the case filed
by Atty. Jose Tablizo, of
the Agrarian Reform Team
No. 68.

The tenants suspected
that the unilateral retrieval
of the copies of the con-
tract could have been
prompted by the filing of
a petition by the tenants
with the Land Tenure
Administration during the
incumbency of the late
President Ramon Magsay-
say. They petitioned the
government to buy the
lands of the Hacienda and
distribute them to the te-
nants under the adminis-
tration’s Land for the
Landless” program. A de-
legation of farmers went
to Malacanang and the
LTA which instructed
them told the landowner,
Mr. Santiago Gancayao to
sell the lands to the te-
nants. The latter refused.
The same authorities then
ordered expropriation pro-
ceedings, The realization
of the ‘land for the land-
less’ program died a natu-
ral death with the demise
of the late Pres, Magsaysay,

During the time of Pre-
sident Garcia, the farmers
recounted, as appeared in
the Memorandum of Atty.
Tablizo, that sometime in
November 1957, Mr. Gan-
cayco agreed in writing
and in the presence of the
then Mayor Berces of Ta-
baco, Albay, to allot 700
hectares to the landless te-
nants and other inhabi-
tants of the island. A
change of political powers
prevented the implemen-
tation of the agreement.
The tenants themselves
claimed that the document
could have been lost or

From page 1

destroyed during the disas-
trous typhoon Sening.

Aside of taking back of
the farmers’ copies of the
contract and the subse-
quent demolition of their
dwellings and the destruc-
tion of their crops, the ow-
ner moved the battle to
the courts. As narrated in
the same document, the
lowly and unlettered te-
nants didn’t know what
the cases brought against
them were all about. And
when they came to know
of them the cases were
closed, without giving
them a chance to present
evidences and arguments.
In other words, the far-
mers lost through a techni-
cality.

And what followed
next were the demolition
of their abodes and the
bulldozing of their crops.
During the pendency of
the cases which were to
end in 1966, and after-
wards until the advent of
Martial Law in the coun-
try, the tenants were or-
dered to move from one
place to another in the
Hacienda. They settled in
one area, cleared and plan-
ted the same, only to be
transferred again after a
year or so, to a lot yet to
be cleared and cultivated.
The tenants, exploited and
in near slavery, must have
to give up the place;
cleared and planted, in or-
der that—says the court in
a ruling that seemed lac-
king and devoid of huma-
nity : “these cattle may be
given a place in the hacien-
da where they are sup-
posed to be.” (Memoran-
dum for the Landowner,
Nov. 15, 1973, page 7).

Against their will, these
oppressive acts of the
management were perpe-
trated against the people.
The tenants were forced
to vacate the cleared place.
They had no choice but to
obey. The inhabitants have.
to give way for the cows. . .
for cows count more than
human beings. . .This had
been the standard opera-
ting procedure according
to the tenants until the
proclamation of 1081.

(To be continued)

like their job, as they could
easily get better offers out-
side because most of them
had pgraduate degrees from
the leading  universities
abroad. Among the group
were Sixto Roxas III, Placido
Mapa Jr,, Ruben Ancheta,
Don Ferry, Tony Arizabal,
Salvador Roxas Gonzalez,
Ronald Zamora, Vicente Jay-
me, Ted Pena, Armand Fabel-
la, Alex Merchor, Ramon Car-
denas, and Cesar Virata. After
a year, several members re-
signed in disgust ; the rest re-
mained and were absorbed in
other offices and taken by
Mr. Marcos later to occupy
high government posts. Maca-
pagal's administration ended
with tremendous corruption
in the government.

On Nov. 9, 1965, Ferdi-
nand E. Marcos was elected
sixth President of the Repub-
lic. He was formerly an LP,
but upon leaming that Maca-
pagal would seek a second
term, he joined the NP
through the sponsorship of
Speaker Jose Laurel Jr., and
became its standard-bearer.
His Vice-President was Fer-
nando Lopez, also an NP. In
his youth, Ferdinand was
convicted of shooting to
death a man while the latter
was brushing his teeth; but
the Supreme Court reversed
the lower court's decision
largely on the strength of the
dissenting opinion of then
Justice Jose P. Laurel Sr. The
first term of office of Presi-
dent Marcos was smooth, al-
though some corruption in
government could not be
avoided. Democracy seemed
to be slowly gaining momen-
tum again, as Murray S. Sted-
man wrote in 1965 in the
book, The Dynamics of Mo-
demn Government: “‘The de-
mocratic credo is a deman-
ding ideal for both rulers
and ruled, and it can be frus-
trating and annoying for the
impatient and the certain.”
This admonition President
Marcos would forget in the

As expected, the:; was a monstro
day, All Saints’ Day. What compound
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us human trafﬁc j at the Manila North Cemetery yester-
ed the problem was the cementing of the wide gate and

the opening of small passages to accommodate the visitors (left photo ). Nevertheless, some visi-
tors found a way by scaling the wall through a convenient Meralco post to be with their loved

ones. (Photo by Mon Santos)

Davao

From page 1

from civic groups, govemn-
ment agencies and the Red
Cross.

Laac, it seems, has at-
tracted so much national and
international attention be-
cause it typifies a perfect
example of the government’s
violation of human rights
here in the Philippines.

While it proved more con-
venient for the farmers in
Laac to go back to their own
houses in the hills and till
their crops many decided to
stick it out in the hamlets,
according to Manlongat, to
take advantage of the free
relief goods and medical
treatment they are receiving
from many concerned groups,
including Catholic  social
action teams and military
doctors.

A random talk with some
of those who were dislocated
from their own farms by the
hamletting said that the rea-
son why they preferred to
stay behind in the “barrio
centers” was not because of
the assistance they were re-
ceiving but because of the

succeeding years. fear of being suspected
Page 8, please  of being an NPA sympathizer
Promises From page 1

to 23% this year. By accepted
international standards, the
country is no longer a wholly
prudent risk for lenders.”

And the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch in its Sept. 15, 1982
issue, editorializes, and we
quote:

“If the state visit to
Washington of President Fer-
dinand E. Marcos of the
Philippines accomplishes
nothing else it will remind
Americans of how far their
fond dream of a showcase of
democracy in the Far East
has become a nightmare.”

Nothing could be further
from reality. President Mar-
cos has run a strictly author-
itarian government in the
Philippines for 17 years. Soon
after his election in 1972,
he declared Martial Law,
which allowed him to hold
suspected opponents as he
wished. Last year he aban-
doned martial law, but only
technically, Just before his
visit to America his security
forces rounded up at least
81 labor and political lead-
ers; he said he had uncovered
& communist plot calling for
bombings, strikes and assasi-
nations while he was in the
us,

The Marcos philosophy is
not ideological; it is based
on the maintenance of per-
sonal power for him, his
wife Imelda and the trusted
friends among the oligarchy
and politicians. In a book
published in advance of his
American trip, Mr. Marcos
flatly describe his rule as
“‘constitutional authoritarian-
ism.” He says that it was
difficult to accept the Ame-
rican political model and de-
fends his system as a “Third
World approach to demo-
cracy.”

At the age of 65, Mr
Marcos already has tried to
establish a succession that
would continue his system,
but in view of the repressed
but substantial opposition to
his authoritarianism, as well
as the Philippines’ economic
difficulties, the republic is
subject to uncertain future.
Washington ought to be
better prepared to support a
future trend toward political
and social reform rather
than welcoming as a demo-
crat, a ruler who concedes
that he is not one.”

All is, therefore, not milk
and honey between Mr.
Marcos and the American

or a ‘“subversive” by the
military in the area.

The hills around San Vi-
cente, according to Colonel
Manlongat, are still swarming,
with rebels, who, like their
counterparts . in Agusan and
elsewhere in the region, are
“becoming more sophisti-
cated now in terms of stra-
tegies and tactics.”

Despite military assurances
that they wouldn’t mind
really if these hamletted
farmers go back to the farms,
the fear still remains.

Our farmer, who decided
to go, back from another
hamlet at the hilly slope of
Mt. Apo in barrios Pogpog
and Tudaya, told a news
team recently that he was
required by the military to
take note of all strangers who
happen to pass by his house
and report them to the com-
mand post.

Fear pervades in all the
hamlet centers in North Cota-
bato, Davao del Sur and
Davao del Norte — fear of

being suspected of being an-

NPA and the fear of being
caught in the crossfire of a

press, but if the American
press which has seen too
easily through Mr. Marcos,
has seen fit to call a spade
a spade, television interview-
ers and reporters:

Mr. David Kraar in Meet
the Press,

Ms. Diane Sawyer in CBS
Morning News and

Mr. Ted Kovell in Night-
line were no less brutally
frank to Mr. Marcos, asking
such piercing and embarras-
sing questions about Am-
nesty Intemational report o
tortures, disappearances, sal-
vaging with government con-
sent, graft and corruption,
sudden wealth of Mr. Mar-
cos and his cronies, parti-
cularly Messrs. Silverio and
Disini, Mr. and Mrs. Mar-
cos high-flying life style in
the midst of rampant un-
employment and mass po-
verty, virtually calling him a
torturer, liar, grafter and a
crook, The sad part about it
is Mr. Marcos not only had
to take all of it but could do
nothing about it.

Was the state visilt a
success?

For Mr. Marcos and Mr.
Reagan — Yes,

For the 50,000,000 Fili-
pinos, it was, quoting the

Civil Liberties Union, ". . A
state visit without dignity
and honor."”

military encounter with the

rebels.
Three German joumnalists

who identified themselves as
“tourists” also went to Laac,
San Vicente, recently to see
for themselves the situation
there.

Theo Rombach, reporter
of Stuttgarter Zeitung news-
paper Heinz  Zimmermann,
reporter of Weiburger Tage-
blatt magazine, and Hartmut
Lorenz of an East Berlin
news wire service, are part
of a . German joumalist
team sent here in this coun-
try ‘“‘incognito” to gather
news materials on the actual
conditions of the Marcos
government — with special
focus on human rights and
workers’ conditions here.

In Laac, they talked to the
mayor, the military, some
religious groups and the ham-
letted farmers themselves.
Rombach said the reason why
they are coming here “in-
cognito” as ‘‘tourists” is
that they don’t want to
attract too much attention
from the government, to
assure ‘“‘total objectivity” in
their reporting.

A government’s view of
the Philippine conditions, or
of any country for that
matter, will always be the

“pbest side,” which is a
natural reaction of most
Third World countries,

according to Rombach.

It seems the Marcos gov-
emment has attracted the
attention of many European
newspapers and magazines,
not so much because of the
US state visit or Tetchie
Agbayani, but because the
Philippines, as a developing
Third World country,
has become more controver-
sial these days.

For one, Laac will soon
be featured in some German
publications as an example
of how multinational firms
are using local military power
to drive out farmers from
their ancestral lands through
the concept of “hamletting,”
Rombach said.

Colonel Manlongat of Task
Force Aguda has, however,
denied that some companies
wanted to buy out the lands
around San Vicente and the
military is being used to
drive out the occupants.

He confirmed, though,
that Laac is surrounded by
some rubber plantations and
other industrial crops.

As long as Insurgents are
still active in the area, Task
Force Aguda will still be

around to keep the peace,”
Manlogat said.
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Editorial
Cockeyed

Over a year has passed since the Batasan enacted
the Cabinet bill providing for a thorough revamp of
the judiciary. When President Marcos recommended
approval of the measure, he stressed the urgency
of overhauling the judiciary, claiming that the pre-
sent judicial system hasbecome inadequate, not to
mention the need to cleanse all inferior courts of
the corrupt, the misfit and the indolent.

Until now, the promised reorganization has failed
to materialize: The supposed reason is lack of funds.

If there is no money for improving the adminis-
tration of justice, why was there money for the
recent presidential state visit to the United States
where a reported $20 to $28 million was spent?

Why was there money for last year’s construction
of the Manila Film Palace to the tune of P180 mil-
lion?

Why is there money, plenty of it, every time our
government officials travel abroad?

Why is there money for the lavish and extravagant
reception of foreign bigwigs invited to our country?

And yet, for funding an indispensable need, a
need which cries for remedial action in order that the
wheels of justice will move faster, thereby unclogging
the courts of their terrible backlog of cases, there is
no money.

Something appears to be cockeyed somewhere.

With a grain of salt

Updated song of
Hiawatha (3)

By ARMANDO J. MALAY

Oh, the long and dreary “90s!

When the cold and cruel World Bank
Sent its bills to Hiawatha,

Ever thicker, ever deeper,

All demanding full payment

For loans made in the ‘70s,

For 10U’s made in the ‘80s.

All his credit had been exhausted,
All the goodwill had dried up,
Now came the days of reckoning
When full payment was demanded
For loans made in the *70s,

For 10U’s made in the ‘80s.
(Tapos na ang ligaya, Hiawatha!)

All day long he was calling

For his experts and advisers,

The ones who had told him

In the rosy “70s and ‘80s

That it was all right to borrow,
To borrow big loans and [0U’s,
Tomorrow will take care of itself.

Came the sad and cruel message:
That all his experts and advisers
No longer were in the land,
Were holding fat consultancies,
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Why did the major
daily newspapers fail to
carry such a significant
and newsworthy story as
the threat of the pilots
of the Philippine Air Lines
to go on strike?

Except for the Latest
(a late edition publication
of the People'’s Journal)
which headlined the story
in its October 26 issue
and the Balita, Bulletin
Today’s sister publication
in Pilipino (the news was
published last October 29
way below the banner
headline on page one),
all the other major daily
newspapers did not even
publish a single line about
the PAL story.

And to think that the
PAL strike threat affects
thousands of people who
use PAL planes for both
domestic and intemational
flights. Besides, the issue
at stake is the safety of
passengers and the air-
worthiness of the planes,
Is this news too sensitive
to the powers-that-be?
What about the right of
the passengers to be in-
formed? Doesn't this
story involve national in-
terest?

If such a story like
this can be censored, what
more of other news
that may have broken out
but are nevertheless *“em-
bargoed”™ by the major
daily newspapers?

Or is this press free-
dom, Philippine style?

* * %

The Oct. 10, 1982 issue
of The Courier, a com-
munity weekly newspaper
published in Dagupan
City, published an edito-
rial which makes us, at
WE Forum blush. You
guessed it. The editorial,
entitled *“‘Newspaper with
Real Guts,” is about WE
Forum.

“A tabloid published
three times a week in

Publisher’s Notes

Why a news blackout
on PAL strike story?

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

Metro Manila started to
tricklein Pangasinan and
its two cities. It is the
WE Forum whose flag
carries its objective and
reads ‘to seek and live the
truth and share a vision.’

“The newspaper costs
more than metropolitan
dailies but isnonetheless
saleable because its news
and columns are interest-
ing. It has prominent and
veteran newsmen as co-
lumnists such as its editor
Jose G. Burgos, Jr., and
Armando J. Malay, of the
defunct Manila
Joaquin R. Roces, Raul
M. Gonzalez, Francisco
‘Soc” Rodrigo, Ernesto
Rodriguez, Jr. and Prof. S.
Roxas Gonzalez,

‘“News items that
metropolitan dailies are
afraid to publish, the WE
Forum prints, It is full of
guts, lts courage impels us
to doff our hat in salute
to it and its staff members
and writers. We wish it
more power and success.”

To editor Ramon S.
Milo of the Courier,
thanks for the good words.
You're doing okay your-
self.

¢ » 8

Here’s a letter from a
certain Andres L. Dolores
(a pen name) on Nilo
Tayag who was the subject
of a column in another
newspaper. Obviously, Mr.
Dolores couldn’t get his
letter published in other
newspapers so he instead
requested WE Forum to

Times ;

get his  message across.
Pagbibigyan po natin
si Mr. Dolores :

A signatured column in
the Tempo tabloid, page
four, dated 30 September
1982, maligns the name of
Nilo Tayag by way of
political innuendo, name-
calling and rash judgment.
The very instrument used
against Edgar Jopson over
a decade ago.

But [ write not to
make an apology for Nilo
Tayag who can very well
fend for himself. I am
moved fo react to the
angle of the attack and the
thinking of the attacker.
The punches are, unjusti-
fiably, below the belt, and
the mentality simplistic,

vulgar and arrogant.

Neither do 1 write to
make an addendum to the
high-sounding  obituaries
and eulogies for the dead;
insignificants like me are
content with unmarked
graves.

Do not weep for your
presumed derevolutionized
Nilo Tayag; save your
tears, Sol Juvida. But weep
for our generation that has
not gotten over the I'm-
more-revolutionary-than-
thou syndrome; for our
generation that sees only
evil in the powers that be
and sees only virtue in
the powers that are to be;
for our generation that
creates idol-heroes and
idol-enemies by the fiction
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This is my own

These Americans

By JOAQUIN R. ROCES

In foreign shores were now living,
Leaving him by his lonesome self.
(Tapos na ang ligaya, Hiawatha!)

« In his desperation poor Hiawatha

Personally went to the printing office
To put into operation, if he could,

The idle, rusting printing presses,

But there was no more ink nor paper,
No more current to tum on, even

The lithographic plates had disappeared!

Long and anguished cries

Came from the throat of Hiawatha,
“0Oh you bums, you scoundrels,
Why have you abandoned me?

You said it was all right to borrow
Gargantuan loans in the *70s,

Huge 10Us in the ‘80s.™

But the walls of the printing office

Merely echoed back his anguish,

A lone house lizard said “"Tuk-1ok,"
As if saying, "You created a problem,

Solve it by your lonesome self,™
(Tapos na ang ligaya, Hiawatha!)

In desperation Hiawatha called up

Great White Chief across the ocean,
Asked for help in this disaster,

Invoked the state visit in the ‘80s,
Recalled the generous words spoken,
The 21-gun salute and the trumpets,

The lavish reception at the White House.

But Great White Chiel across the ocean

Two people were talking to each other in a coffee
shop Sunday mormning.

“The high incidence of Filipinos being apprehended
in ports of entry in the United States with either fake
visas or tampered passports have given our people an
intemational black eye. According to an American
immigration officer, only Flipinos have ever resorted
to this systematic falsification of travel documents”
said the First one.

“In our country, the innocent ultimately pay for the

misdeeds of the guilty. Now we can expect immigration
officials in the US to scrutinize fully any travel docu-
ment presented by a Filipino. They may even put a
special counter for Filipinos only with all kinds of gad-
gets to determine the authenticity of documents,” de-
clared the Second one.

“Something like that happened to us in Hongkong.
After several Hlipinas who came in as tourists were
found to be engaged in prostitution in the Crown Co-
lony, HK immigration officials tended to be rude to all
Filipinas visiting HK, especially those who came unes-
corted,” added the First one.

The Second one lighted a cigarette and then said:
“The freedom of movement of all nationals from one
country to another works on a system that must pre-
sume the authenticity of the travel documents issued by
their countries of origin. The moment there is a lack of
confidence, the entire system bogs down."

“Anyway, it was a good thing that the US immigra-
tion officials noticed the discrepancy in their passports,
something which our local immigration officers at their
point of departure failed to detect,” put in the First.

Then the Second one leaned away from his chair to-
wards the other and whispered: “l hear that the racke-
teers responsible for this were very confident and they
never expected the Americans to be able to distinguish
between a genuine passport and a fake or a tampered

me.
“WAnd the other also in a whisper said: “Now what

made them so sure of that?”

“Their own evaluation,” the other continued. **Look
at the Americans today. Their Vice-President, George
Bush, was here on a visit not so long ago. And he could
not tell the difference between genuine ‘adherence to
democratic principles’ and this three ring circus our
leaders are trying to pass off as constitutional authorita-
rianism. .

Then there is Ronald Reagan. He is the President of
the United States whom our President Marcos visited in

Washington last month. Now Reagan could not tell a
true democratic leader freely elected by his people from
a virtual dictator even if he was standing beside him,

EDWARD G, BURGOS
Production Manager

ANGEL C. TRONQUED

: Said he, too, had his problems
Circulation Manager : P :

Bigger problems than his, in fact,

TEODORO G. BURGOS “Maybe next year, if I'm still around.” So they figured out, — these Americans! — who
Advertisi ) - ad matters w ,
dvertising Manager And to m._jkc b..ld matters worse would expect them to be able to tell a fake passport !
TO SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A VISION. Instead of calling him Hiawatha,

from a genuine one?

Said, “*So sorry, Mr, Suharto.”
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Viewpoints

Philippine scene

Opinion

Our electoral
frauds are
notorious

Views & Interviews

By RAUL M. GONZALEZ

Al the opening session
of the Asean Law confe-
rence at the University of
Malaysia, | was surprised
to see a copy of WE Fo-
rum being passed around
from hand to hand. It
appears that a member of
the Philippine group who
arrived the night before
brought along a copy. It
was an instant hit among
many foreign delegates.

Incidentally, during the
recess which followed, the
keynote address of the
Prime Minister, the head
of the Malaysian govern-
ment, went down from the
rostrum, seated himself in
one comer and started
talking with delegates. Ed
Angara introduced me to
the Prime Minister, identi-
fying me as the president
of the National Bar Asso-
ciation of the Philippines
and a graduate of law
from UST. Then Ed
added: “Mr. Prime Mi-
nister, the University of
Santo Tomas was founded
in 1611, long before Har-
vard came into existence.”

or of Research Fellowship,
Prof. Per Sorensen, of the
Scandinavian Institute for
Asian Studies, based in
Copenhagen, to speak be-
fore the Institute, He said:
“We have heard about you
and we would like you to
speak in the Institute on
any subject you wish and
we will pay you stipend.”
He assured me of an
*‘auditorium filled” crowd.
I told him I1l have to
think about it because
Copenhagen is quite far-
and a lecture he expects
will need some prepara-
tions.
® % »

In Kuala Lumpur, Do-
minic J. Putucheary, who
sits in the Executive Coun-
cil of the All Asia Bar
Association  representing

the Malaysian Bar, men- -

tioned about a sensational
case he is now handling
in Sabah : Electoral frauds
of great magnitude. The
case, Dominic said, could
topple the present Sabah
government and he is con-
fident of the success of his

Defense mechanism

of lunatics

a4
By PROF. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALEZ

Alin ang
tunay na ako?

' Ni FRANCISCO ‘S0C’ RODRIGO

Mdy kaugnayan ang sumusunod na tula sa ating

paggunita sa mga KALULUWA ng mga yumao. Ang
tulang ito'y isinulat ko noong Agosto 19, 1974 -

ALIN BA AKOQ?

Alin ba sa akin ang tunay na AKO?
Ang katawan ko bang nanggaling sa abo

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzalez by a basurero
(garbage collector) from Tambakan who wanis to be
Assemblyman.

Q. Good moming, Professor. May | ask your advice?

You see, | want to be Assemblyman in the coming
elections of 1984.

A. Who are you?

Q. I am a basurero from Tambakan. Do you know where

it is?

A. It’s somewhere in Tondo, I also used to live in Tondo

like Rey Fajardo, my friend.

Q. Do you think I will qualify as Assemblyman?
A. Why not? So long as you are a natural bom Filipino,

at least 25 years of age, and a registered voter in your
place of residence for a year, By the way, can you
read and write?

Q. Yes, Professor. why do you ask?
A. Because that is another requirement of the Constimu-

tion (Art. VIII). Some Assemblymen can’t read and
write. [ don’t know how they got elected.

Q. Is it necessary for one to have brains in order to run

for Assemblyman?

A. No, the Constitution does not require it.

Q. Why then are some Assemblymen so arrogant?
A. Because they have power.

Q.1 thought that their power comes from the people,

P isn't that so?
cause. But what startled At di malalao't sa'sbo futingo? A8
: A go’ : T
In New Delhi, .l was me was his statement that oSk 2 tunay na AKO? A. The people also think so, but that |sn.t so. Only very
flattered to receive an an el ' few Assemblymen remember that their power comes

invitation from the direct-
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A matter of opinion

Is affiant
y Jamison Spence’s

‘ »
Jamieson'?

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR.

In my previous columns
and in my serial on *“The
Bad Guerrillas of Northemn
Luzon,” | have empha-
sized time and again that |
have no intention whatso-
ever in writing about the
war record of Major Ferdi-

to be that of an American.
A Filipino, yes, but not
American. And if this man
“Jamison” is the same
man as that mentioned in
Hartzell Spence’s “‘Marcos
of the Philippines,” then
his family name should be

Ngunit bakit mula noong pagkabata,

Nang ang katawan ko'y munti pa’t sariwa,
Magpahanggang ngayong lumaki’t tumanda —
AKO noo't ngayo'y akong-akong pawa?

Kahit katawan ko'y malumpo, mapilay,
Mabingi, mabulag, maputlan ng kamay |
Hita ma’t katawan ay magkahiwalay —
Ang AKO sa aki'y ako pa ring tunay.

Kahit yaring pusong kung ating sabihin
Ay binubukalan ng aking damdami'y
Alisi’t halinhan ng pusong di akin —
Ang AKO sa aki'y sadyang ako pa rin.

Kahit lumabo na yaring pagiisip

At kahit tuluyang masira ang bait,
Hanggang sa sandaling sa libing mabingit —
Ako’y AKO pa ri’t hindi magpapalit.

May sanda-sandaling pinagwawari ko —
Ano kaya’t ako'y sumilang na Negro,
Intsik o Eskimo o Amerikano —

from the people.

Q. Isn’t it that one must have moral integrity to aspire

to be an Assemblyman?

A. Only a few have. You see, it is no longer the fashion.

In fact, you may lose if you are honest. That's why
the people should put safeguards to ensure honest
and fair elections, not “‘synchronized” cheating.

Q. | read about the proposals of former Sen. Salvador H.

Laurel and the UNIDO for fair and clean elections.
Why have they been dismissed by some Assemblymen?

A. Because they can’t be re-elected in /ionest elections.

Would you still want to be a candidate for Assembly-
man in 1984 if the people cannot be assured of ho-
nest and free elections?

Q. Who, me? Yes, Professor. You see, | am used to ba-

sura (garbage), that is perhaps why the place | come
from is called Tambakan (dumping site). If | should
become Minister, what office could | volunieer for?

A. Well, since you are an expert on garbage, why don’t

you try to become Minister of Health to ensure sani-
tation, or Minister of State for Information to inform
the public on garbage.

nand E. Marcos, because 1 e % M - 9.4 ; Q. But, as an Assemblyman, | must be able 1o talk in

have no personal Cknow- ?.I;e“e.d < '-"m'l&‘l:?rle T:; Hindi baga’t ako'y mismo pa ring AKO? public, to dialogue with people, and even to debate
o S : ) when challenged by the Opposition, is that not so?

ltﬁc;]glc aﬁa_gu:j w:hat uIlw lac many Jamiesons in the Kaya’t matay ko mang pagisip-isipin, A. we;] ;ncecdﬁ:.wdyyuuc caﬂp;:ﬁ&l?{: ;:m:fcl[m:os:-nmv

YOI IUVEIRG NS, e United States. Hindi ang katawan ang AKO sa akin: e anionipent: Ry 0 :

Pacific War. And, further- oo mblymen, particularly the Ministers, do that

more, | said he had no-
thing to do with the bad
guerrillas; as a matter of
fact, he wanted to settle

a score with some of them.
LR N

This is what Spence
says about Jamieson:
“Late in 1944 Marcos—
still alive though officially
dead—made contact on a
storm-swept beach one

Ang tunay na AKO'Y mahiwagang lihim
Na di ko makayang lubhang unawain.

Salamat sa aking pagsampalataya

Sa aral ni Kristo’t ng mga propeta,
Alam kong ang AKO, di man nakikita,
Ay ang KALULUWA na langit ang pita.

Some are afraid to dialogue with people unless the
dialogue is rehearsed and they are given the questions
in advance and throw away those they cannot answer.
As for debate, that is the last thing they will do and
pretend they are superior beings, a defense mecha-
nism used by lunatics.

In last week’s WE Fo- night with a United States Q. You mean lunatics think they are superior beings?
rum, however, | came submarine, which landed a ane A. Well, haven't you seen pictures of lunatics dressed as
across an alleged affidavit demolition expert, Captain Kasalukuyang pinagtatalunan kung “genuine” o Napoleon? One was once asked who told him he was
of one Donald V. Jamison, Jamieson and supplies “fake” ang mga medalya ni Pres. Marcos, Napoleon, and he replied: “God"; to which another
an American, who claims with which Marcos’ com- Bagama't kulang ako sa kaalaman sa mga tunay na lunatic retorted: “1 never told you that you are
to be a resident of 12615 mand was to blow up the pangyayari, sentido komun ang pagbabatayan ko ng Napoleon,” The world is funny. It has a lot of such
Paseo del Verano, San mountain roads and im- aking obserbasyon. “'superior beings.”

Diego, California. pede the Japanese withdra- Naito ang isa sa mga “citation” kay Marcos. Basahin Q. Are there some good Assemblymen, Professor?
et wal north of Manila.” nating mabuti — A. Of course, there are, although they are few. They

This *“Jamison™ says in
his sworn statement that
he was assigned to a com-
mando unit which “landed
on Luzon island sometime
in Nov. 21, 1944 "

LR N

What strikes me as odd
about this particular affi-
davit is that the name of
the affiant does not appear

(Hartzell Spence: Marcos
of the Philippines, 1979.
Page 19.) And: “One of
Ferdinand’s first assign-

ments was to establish
contact with an American
demolition expert, Captain
Jamieson, who was landed
in a submarine at Dariga-
yos Luna in La Union Pro

Puge 8, please

.

“GOLD CROSS MEDAL. — For gallantry in action at
Panupdupan, Kiangan, Mt. Province, on 7 April 1945,
Col. Marcos x x x with one enlisted man volunteered io
reconnoiter area adjacent to the RCP of Panupdupan,
Col. Marcos succeeded in determining presence of well-
camouflaged enemy trucks about a kilometer away and
that a large body of hostile troops were well on the way
towards the RCP. He sent his enlisted man back to the
RCP to report on the disposition of the enemy while he

Page 6, please )

Q.

really deserve to be called “Honourable,” others
don't merit the title. So if you win in an honest and
free election, try to live up to that name by serving
the people, With all the hasura we have in the Philip-
pines since martial law days, we need a lot of clean-
ing. Don’t ever think that you are Napoleon or God
The people will know and they will only laugh at
you just to forget their tears

IT given a chance, will you run in the 1984 elections?

Page 7, please
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An innocuous few-liner
from Ricky Lo’s Daily Ex.
prems column triggered the
movie circle’s rage in search
of the country’s top actresscs.
The personal
choice of the writer, namely,
Hilda Koronel, Gina Alajar
and Nora Aunor raised howls
and protest from various
sectors inside and outside of
the movie industry that a new
and updated survey has been
suggested to resolve the fri-
volously ticklish issue.

Objections hurled stem-
med from complaints that
equally competent actresses
were discriminately by-passed
most notable of whom was
present favorite Vilma San-
tos. Protestors contended
that Santos’ recent remarkable
performances (as attested to
by a succession of awards
and critical acclaim) merited
her a well-deserved position
among the top three compa-
ny. Subjective comments
blinded by inflamed personal
considerations demanded ei-
ther one from the troika to
be replaced by their pet
toasts.

A definitive criterion im-
posed by the initial choice
maker is the-below-thirty
limitation that excluded
other capable and qualified
actresses albeit not similarly
successful than the first cited
group. The unsolicited sugges-
tion seeks to do away with
the age requirement lo arrive
at a more realistic assessment
of the issue in question and
to expand the list from the
irritably confining triad to
ten or more depending on
their votes. The suggestion
sounds to be a more credible
and compromising solution.

Superficially, 1 concur

with the initial choice trio
made and then some others,
prejudicedly

including the

HILDA

omitted Vilma Santos. The
chosen actresses have in more
ways than one demonstrated
their true caliber as prime
performers pn the screen that
to exclude one out of perso-
nal preferences defeats the
purpose of which the choice
is being made. Either one of
Hilda, Gina, Vilma and Nora
is in — having proved their
real worth — or everyone
of them is out, That way the
search for the country’s top
actresses will be based on
different criteria than what
have been conventionally
thought of.

Among the present group
of actors and actresses Hilda
Koronel stands out as the
first to be acknowledged as
actress in the category of
Lolita Rodriguez, Charito So-
lis, Anita Linda and Rita
Gomez, In fact, in a critics’
survey polled in the mid-70s
Hilda outdistanced the formi-
dable Rita Gomez and was
the youngest placing fourth
in a field of itwelve, The

complete list included Nida

L4
¢

triumvirate

BEYOND ENTERTAINMENT

Looking

for RP’s

No.l actresses

By FIL REALANTE

Blanca, Laurice Guillen, Gina
Pareno, Pilar Pilapil and Eh-
zabeth Oropesa (tie), Gloria
Romero and Pinky de Leon
(another tie) in that order.

Time was when the aloof
and elusive young actress
reigned supreme in a world
all her own — in a class by

first-rate genuine performer.
Her seven best actress awards
from the four major award-
giving bodies compensate for
the drawing power she has
gradually lost in the process.

Fast catching up and try-
ing to surpass the mark is
veteran child actress Gina Ala-

VILMA and NORA

herself — being too young

in the company of the
more mature and veteran ac-
tresses and too mature and
developed to identify herself
with the happy-golucky, dis-
co-hopping juvenile stars.
That awkward period put her
in a pedestal among the
younger crop and established
herself early as a serious ac-
tress that some people today
exclude Hilda from the list of
the best actresses below 30.
They think that the long-con-
sidered actress and beauty is
as old as her time-tested me-
rits and recognition to asso-
ciate her with the under-30
set. However, her protracted
absence and rare appearances
seem to have diminished the
luster and quality in her per-
formances that people are
wondering if Hilda Koronel’s
mettle has already reached
the Peter Principle point. Still
others contend that the ac-
tress’ lackadaisical attitude
towards her career leaves
something more (o be ex-
plored that remains untapped
because of the restrictions
she has contrivedly imposed
upon herself.

The unguarded field al-
tracted other capable aspi-
rants aiming for a legitimate
claim to the throne. Manning
the front is erstwhile super-
star Nora Aunor who has sur-
prisingly developed into a
very sensitive actress. As the
brown phenomenon evoived
into an effective dramatic
performer, her superstar sta-
tus waned at the box-office
and her serious atlempt of re-
gaining her strength at the
tills via those regrettable com-
mercial light action comedy
flicks such as Annie Sabunge-
i and Palengke Queen only
jeopardized her credibility as
a serious and respectable ac-
tress. This notwithstanding,
the gimmick-prone Nora Au-

nor has eslablished and
eamned for hersell the acelaim
and respect accorded to a

jar. The youngest in the
batch, Gina storms the screen
with her electrifying perfor-
mances in her doubly-awar-
ded role in Brutal and the
naively beguiling character
in Salome. Although the
resurrected actress’ perfor-
mances are few and limited
as compared to the others,
Gina has another ace up in
her sleeves as a competent
stage performer. Hilda Koro-
nel is a big disappointment
on stage and Nora Aunor has
yet to prove her claim on
the legitimate theater. Gina’s
distinguished transition from
film acting to stage is the
current talk of the town
earning accolades from the
more keenly choosey au-
dience. Gina Alajar’s latest
crack at emceeing in televi-
sion’s Spin-A-Win may vyet
add another dimension to her
multi-faceted career.
Surprisingly, of the four
mentioned actresses it
appears that Vilma Santos is
the more versatile performer
though conspicuously unno-
ticed. Although Vilma has
not yet tried stage acting
like Nora, it seems that the
current box-office queen has
a wider range of role delinea-
tions than any of her contem-
poraries. Consider: Vilma
Santos is adept in drama like
Hilda, Gina and Nora; she’s
agile in action which Nora
complementis but not Hilda
and Gina; she goes realistical-
ly bold and is ably matched
by Hilda and Gina but not
Nora; she’s the dancing mu-
sical star to Nora Aunor’s
singing sensation that Hilda
and Gina do without; Vilma
can passably handle an
emceeing job with or without
help unlike Nora’s perennially
supported Superstar chore
which Gina now tries but
Hilda doesn’t. Nobody does
comedy effectively although
everyone ol them has at one
time or another tried her
hands in making people laugh

but nobody succeeded. As a
whole, Vilma Santos has ac-
quired enough versatility and
general acclaim to deserve the
honor of being recognized as
one of our best actresses
in the top league.

But the country’s noted
critics missed the real me-
dium where the world’s
greatest actors and actresses
fiercely thrive and survive.
This other performing arena
that has always been inadver-
tently overlooked overwhel-
mingly encompasses all as-
pects of the acting spec-
trum prevailing in our lives.
The criteria are more com-
prehensive as they do not
only gauge the acting ability
of the performer but also
consider stature, popularity,
influence, wealth, looks and
drawing power combined.
The choices are compleat
performers who have success-
fully mastered performing in
all mediums that include
remotely abandoned areas
and the cosmopolite interna-
tional scenes.

The foremost exponent
of them all commands the
world’s all-time high price of
billions of dollars from the
World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund and other
international lending institu-
tions, including those from
formerly maligned sources
like Moscow and Japan. Her

magnificent portrayals are
promoted,  propagandized,
marketed and exhibited

abroad in presold perform-
ances that oftentimes only
require pen and paper and
a slight stroke of hand to
merit a standing ovation
from her audience.

Like the movies, there
are the mature and veteran
actresses and the junior
actresses are stealing the
thunder from their ancient

counterparts. Theirs are true-
to-life portrayals involving
real and unscripted characters
caught in the drama of life,
love and power. These top
actresses dominate the scene
being equally adept and com-
petent in all aspects of acting
shifting with extraordinary
verve and finesse from film
to stage to television to the
streets and to the palaces
requiring directions or
without. They're also the
most photographed and illus-
trated in posters, brochures,
newspapers, canvasses and
murals that people see their

make-believe reflections in
their faces. Of course, they
also make mediocre and
stupid performances, but

generally these top actresses
are the epitomes of the most
versatile performers ever con-
ceived: they are in drama,
action, bold, musical, sus-
pense, comedy, tragedy,
satire, epic and farce. Having
covered the entire range,
they even try to creaie their
own genre the pseudo-

Publisher's

From page 4

of mass media; weep for
our generation of passers-
by and bystanders, albeit
fighting, to the real his-
torical movement of the
real Filipino people ; for
our generation that sit
pretty, armchair fashion,
on city offices, rented
underground houses and
hiding in jails while cal-
ling for sanguinary war in
the homes and hearts of
others.

I, too, am a (first
quarter stormer , I saw and
felt the sectarian, dogma-

tic, jaundiced way some
people treated the likes of
Edgar Jopson who were
considered moderates, de-
viationists, and reactiona-
ries by revolutionary pre-
tendors wallowing in pur-
suits of small minds and
small ambitions disguised
as revolutionary fervor.
And these attitudes are
still, sadly, very much
with us. But how would
Edgar Jopson speak now?
What would he say? Who
would listen?

( Kuro-kuro

3

MEDAL"!
N

posted himself at a vantage point along the route of ap-
proach. When the leading elements of the enemy column
were well within 15 yards from his position, Col. Marcos
opened fire with his Thompson (Tommy-gun) and in-
flicted heavy casualties forcing the enemy's withdrawal
after 30 minutes of engagement.”

Bayan, kung totoo ang kuwento sa “‘citation” na
iyan, ang ginawa ni Marcos ay hindi lang kabayanihan
kundi kababalaghan; hindi lang heroismo kundi milagro!

Ang medalyang dapat sanang iginawad sa kanya ay
hindi “GOLD CROSS MEDAL” kundi “SUPERMAN

'_\
From page §
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The U.P.

From page 1

can actually par them with the communist label. In fact, some
communists will be shocked at anarchy. So 1 do not believe
that you can say that these students were only motivated by
communism. Rather, they were motivated and inspired by
what has been characterized as the continuing social struggle
against the social inequities in our country.

Senator Padilla. Is it true, Your Honor, that what used to
be called the *““Quezon Hall” has been renamed or rechristened

“Dante Hall™?

Senator Aquino. Mr. President, there are pictures that show
that there were squibblings — graphities, if you may — saying
“Kum.” (for “commander”) and then “Dante.” But, you see,
Mr. President, Dante has only become a symbol — a symbol
of an heroic folk hero who is struggling against certain evils.
In the same way that Che Guevarra has become a folk hero to
some of his radical elements, Che Guevarra died in Bolivia,
but all of the students all over the world are using his name.
So | do not attach great significance there. It is more of
symbolism, Mr. President, that is, a symbolism of struggle

against an oppressor.

Senator Padilla. Well, it would seem that based

on Your

Honor’s interpretation, even the late President Quezon, in
whose honor that hall has been named, is a continuing oppres-
sor, and that Dante — whoever he is — is a symbol, as your
Honor says, of courage and, therefore, the students wanted to

replace Quezon for
Hall” to “Dante Hall.”

Dante and so they renamed “‘Quezon

Senator Aquino. No, Mr. President.

Senator Padilla. Is that justified?

Senator Aquino. They are merely being contemporary.
President Quezon, during his days, was symbolizing the
struggle for freedom and independence against the Spaniards. -
Dante today symbolizes the struggle against the oppression of
Mr. Marcos. They are just being contemporary. But I will not

give that too much ideology.

Senator Padilla. If they had been a Marcos Hall and they
wanted to replace Marcos for Dante, perhaps Your Honor’s
explanation may still have some semblance of justification.
But that is a Quezon Hall — why replace it with Dante Hall?

Senator Aquino. As [ said, Mr, President, they were just
being contemporary. They were just being “‘up-to-date,” so

to speak. Every era creates its

own heroes, and this hero

today — whether he is rightly or wrongly motivated — Dante
is what you might call the counterpoint, the antithesis to the
oppression of Mr., Marcos. Rightly or wrongly that is what
they feel and so they just put the name Dante there.

(To be continued)

pseudo (reminds one of the
moro-moro) that is gradually
pervading and overpowering
our lives.

Like the movies, a greal
master is at work behind all
this spectacular show and
this time the genius director
is also a skilled performer
with no peer in this age and
times. He does nol even
have a substitute — his
victories included.

Like in the movies, the
real-life actresses are adored,
praised, fanatically idolized,
defended, gossiped about
(but unlike in the movies,
these top actresses are not
openly criticized) and sur-
rounded by attendant syco-
phants in their daily activi-
ties.

Like also in the movies,
we pay our dues to grandly
maintain them where they
are al our own expense.
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The burden of proof is on
Marcos and others to res-
pond to the charges,” Posner
told the Philippine News,
the largestcirculated Filipino
community newspaper in the
United States.

At the same lime, Al
also issued a statement re-
plying , to the charges of Mr.
Marcos in his television inter-
views during a recent state
visit in the US that the Al
mission “surreptitiously”

sneaked into  the couniry.

Al said it had written to
Marcos as carly as Decem-
ber 1980 proposing to send
a mission to the Philippines
and requesting meetings with
government officials.

“We tred for the next
10 months to get the govern-
ment’s agreement fo a mu-
tually acceptable date, but
was unable to,” Al said.

When Marcos arrived in
the US for the state visit,

S Al G
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e was confronted with the
Al report outlining in detail
violations of human rights in
the  Philippines, including
alleged torture and salvaging
of detainees.

Marcos vehemently denied
the accusations and branded
them as mere *‘hearsay and
rumor.” He even went to the
extent of inviting the Am-
nesty International to the
Philippines for a personal
tour during which he said he
will show that there are no
human rights violations.

John Healey, executive di-
rector of Alinthe US, said
the report on the Philippines
was nol issued to coincide
with the Marcos US visit but
to mark the 10th anniversary
of the declaration of martial
law in September 1972,

According to the Philip-
pine News report, the three-
person delegation to the
Philippines arrived 10 months
after the “lifting” of martial
law and found “‘no signifi-
cant progress in the pro-
tection of human rights.”

Instead, the Philippine
News said, first-hand testi-
mony from all but two of
the country’s 14 military
regions and sub-regions re-
vealed that “despite the lift-
ing of martial law, govem-
ment forces in the Philippines
continue to engage in illegal
detention, tortures, disap-
pearances and arbitrary Kkill-
ings on a wide-scale.”

Posner told newsmen that
since Al’s first mission to the
Philippines in 1975, it found
that the number of people
detained as political prisoners
has decreased from 6,000
to around 1,000.

But, Posner said, the num-
ber does not include those
Filipinos picked up for politi-
cal reasons and held in short-
term custody in unauthorized

places of detention known
as “‘safehouses.”

“The number of ‘disap-

pearances’ in the Philippines
has increased and the United
Nations Working Group on

Disappearances has presenicd
the Philippine government
with more than 200 such
cases,” Posner said.

Fullowing is the Al state-
ment in answer to the allega-
tions of Mr. Marcos that its
findings arc based on hear-
say and rumor:

“President Marcos remark-
ed that the Amnesty Inter-
national delegation which
visited the Philippines Nov.
11-Nov. 28, 1981 did not
attempt to present their con-
cerns and findings to him or
to members of his govern-
ment either during the mis-
sion or afterwards and that
he was unaware of the Al
report until his arrival in
the United States.

“Amnesty  International
has consistently sought to
discuss its eoncems in the
Philippines with the govemn-
ment and has requested and is
awaiting a response to the
report submitted to the gov-
ernment in August 1982. Al
has agreed to make public
any response the govern-
ment chooses to make.

“The history of Amnesty
International’s approaches to
President Marcos and mem-
bers of his government is as
follows:

“Amnesty International
wrote to President Marcos
in December 1980 proposing
to send a mission to the
Philippines and requesting
meetings with government
officials. It tried for the
next ten months to get the
government’s agreement to a
mutually acceptable date, but
was unable to. The govemn-
ment was finally informed
that a mission would come
in November 1981. The
mission delegates met the
Deputy Minister of National
Defense, Carmelo Z. Barbero,
and with four members of his
staff concemed with de-
tainees. The delegates asked
for meetings with other
senior officials, including Mi-
nister of National Defense
Juan Ponce Enrile, but with-
out success.

“In his remarks on tele-

Views and

Many know you.

A. It fits.

A. 1 am happy and independent as a university professor,
but if the country needs me | might, provided the
elections are honest and fair and free. Otherwise not,
for 1 am not crazy. 1 like debates, particularly in
Parliament (Batasan). A debate is a democratic pro--
cess by which the people can know who is telling
the truth. Will you form a party?

Q. Yes, Kapisanan ng mga Basurero sa Lipunan (Society
of Garbage Collectors). How do you like the name?

From page 5

NOV. 34,1982 * WE FORUM * 7

vision, President Marcos spe-
culated ‘that the reason for
this refusal to meet was Mr.
Enyile's desire to ensure that
the meeting would be witnes-
sed and recorded. The Am-
nesty International delegation
was told that the meeting
was impossible because of
conflicting appointments and
at no time was the question
of recording the meeting
even mentioned.

“Since the delegation was
unable to arrange an appoint-
ment with Mr. Enrile, the
Secretary General of Amnesty
International wrote to him
in early 1982 expressing Al's
concerns and asking for clari-
fication. This letter received
no reply.

“Further, in March 1982 a
second letter was sent to
Mr. Enrile asking him to
investigate the fate of 23

people arrested in February
and reportedly subjected to
torture. Again, no reply was
received.

“In August 1982 the mis-
sion report, including recom-
mendations to the govem-
ment, was sent to President
Marcos and other officials in
advance of publication on

September 22. Amnesty
International awaits their
reply.

“Given the above facts,
Amnesty International fails
to understand the accusation

that it has acted “surrep-
titiously.”
“Amnesty  Intemnational

stands by the information
published in its mission re-
port. Since the mission, Al
has  continued to receive
accounts of torture, ‘disap-
pearances,” and political kill-
inp"'
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IN THE MATTER OF THE
ESTATE OF RUFINO D.

TRINIDAD S. ANTONIO,
Petitioner.

893.90.

Metro Manila.

WE FORUM
Oct. 20, 27 & Nov. 3, 1982

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PASIG,METRO MANILA
BRANCH XXIII

ANTONIO-PETITION FOR
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION,

A mm— e e e ——————

NOTICE OF HEARING

A verified petition dated June 18, 1982 has been presented
in this Court by petitioner through counsel, praying that she be
appointed administratrix of the estate of the late Rufino D.
Antonio and alleging therein, among other things that the said
deceased died intestate on March 16, 1982 in California, United
States of America, while a resident of Mandaluyong, Metro
Manile, leaving an estate with a probable value of P1,751.-

WHEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the said petition
will be heard by this Court sitting at the Hall of Justice, Capital
Compound, Shaw Blvd., Pasig, Metro Manila on November 18,
1982 at 830 am., at which place, date and hour aforesaid, all
interested persons are hereby cited to sppear and show cause,
if any they have, why the said petition should not be granted.

Let this notice be published at the expense of the petitioner
in a newspaper of general circulation in the Philippines once a
week for three (3) consecutive weeks.

WITNESS the Honorable RIZALINA BONIFACIO-VERA,
Judge of this Court this 28th day of September, 1982 at Pasig,

SP. PROC. NO. 9812

(SGD.) GRACE S. BELVIS
Deputy Clerk of Court

WE FORUM
Oct. 20, 27, & Nov. 3, 1982

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late MANUEL L.
SALUD consisting of a parcel of land under TCT No, S-54108 of
the Registry of Deeds for the Province of Rizal had been extra-
judicially settled by his heirs as per Doc. No. 1097, Page No. 21,
Book No. VIII, Series of 1982 of Notary Public Josefina C.
Patifio of Makati (Metro Manils), Rizal,
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This building (above) on 98 West Ave., Quezon City will
soon house permanently the WE Forum offices and printing
plant. The deed for the building and lot’s acquisition was

signed yesterday, November 2,

by owner Rodolfo Gallardo

(seated left, top photo), and Jose J. Burgos Sr., chairman and
president of J. Burgos Media Services, Inc. and Burgos & Sons
Development Corp. Witnessing the signing are WE Forum exe-
cutives Teddy G. Burgos, advertising manager ; Ramon Burgos,
assistant production manager; Angel C. Tronqued, circulation
manager ; Ms. Carmen Bon, finance manager; Teddy Cecilio,
news editor;and Edward Burgos, production manager.,

The other

From page |

three months earlier than it
did.”

As the tale is told with
embellishments in each retel-
ling, Marcos, then a 3rd Lieu-
tenant, in his capacity as
Combat Intelligence Officer
of the 2l1st Division under
the command of Brigadier
General Mateo Capinpin, led
a patrol on Mt. Natib that
destroyed a battery covering
the infiltration of Japanese
troops into USAFFE lines.
According to "Spence’s ac-
count, within twenty-five
yards of the enemy emplace-
ment Marcos “knocked off
its commander with a rifle
shot.” When two Japanese
officers armed with machine
guns emerged from a trail,
“Ferdinand destroyed them.”
Recovering one of the ma-
chine guns, he finished off
the ammunition carrers, All
told, the patrol killed more
than fifty men, eight of
whom were officers, and
deprived the Japanese of
their mortar cover by rolling
the mortars over the cliff.

“So Bataan was saved tem-
porarily,” Spence concludes
over Marcos exploit the details
of which strain one’s imagi-
nation. Civilians unfamiliar
with military organization
and operations can easily be
deceived by the account un-
less they are made aware of
certain inconsistencies, For
instance, the officers alleged-
ly killed by Marcos were
armed with machine guns. Of-
ficers do not carry machine
guns in almost any maneuver,
The casualty count is placed
at more than fifty men, eight
of whom were officers. One
wonders what kind of unit
this was, with an unpreceden-
ted ratio of one officer to
eight enlisied men.

To resume Spence’s ac-
count, that same aflernoon

Marcos and his patrol, with-
out awaiting orders, set out
again to find out whether
Japanese

infiltration had

ceased. Groggy from their
previous exploits, they be-
came careless so they were
captured from behind by an
enemy patrol. They were ta-
ken to a Japanese command
post in the jungle and tor-
tured. As Spence ends his
account of this exploit, “Fi-
nally exhausted from torture,
they were tied and left on
the ground with a guard of
two soldiers. In the night,
Ferdinand chafed free from
his bonds, slit the throats of
the guards, released his com-
panions, and led them to
safety to their own camp.”

Spence then proceeds to
relate an even more incredible
Marcos exploit. It seems that
four days later, Marcos orga-
nized stragglers from retrea-
ting USAFFE units, fought
his way to the junction of
the Salian River and the Abo-
Abo river, set up a defense
block, inflicted heavy casual-
ties on the enemy, and fought
his way back to USAFFE
lines. )

For all these exploits, Mar-
cos was supposed (o have
been conferred the highest
American award for valor, the
Congressional Medal of Ho-
nor. In fact, Spence writes, it
was General Jonathan Wain-
wright himself who promoted
Marcos to captain by tele-
phone from Corregidor and
directed that papers be pre-
pared recommending Marcos
for the Congressional Medal
of Honor,

A neat and convenient ex-
cuse, with a clever touch of
plausibility, is given as to why
Marcos missed the coveted
award. Repeating Spence’s
account, Col. Uldarico 8§.
Baclagon, in his book Filipino
Heroes of World War Il (Ma-
nila, Agro Printing and Publi-
shing House, 1980) explains
that due to the confusion in
the withdrawal during the last
days of Bataan, the papers
got lost and did not reach
Corregidor.

Obviously, Spence and Ba-

Viewpoints

From page §

during the hearings con-
ducted by the Sabah State
High Court, evidence had
been introduced that
“those who masterminded
the frauds studied them
from the Philippine prac-
tices.” To which Filipino
lawyer Joe Dimayuga of
Batangas commented : “Se-
guro aral sa Comelec ang
mga ‘yon under Prof.
Leony Perez.” The point
is: Even beyond our bord-
ers, our electoral frauds
are known. Nakakahiya.
But wait until those fo-
reigners leam that Mr.
Marcos considers as “fan-
tasia” the appeals from the
legitimate opposition for
electoral reforms.
* % =

The first moming I was
in New Delhi, October 21,
there was a short brown-
out starting at 7:40 a.m.
For a moment, I thought
I was back in Manila.

* % %

There was one major
news item I read in the
Delhi Standard regarding
the talks between Chinese
strongman Deng Xiao Peng
and Pakistan Dictator Zia
Ul Haq. According to
the story, Deng Xiao Peng
was “‘worried about the
problem of succession in
China.” Why is there a
succession problem in
China? What about the
wife of Deng? Maybe the
local Chinese Embassy
should inform their boss
that here in the Philip-
pines, that problem of
succession has long been
settled by decree and
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My compadre Dr. lke
Syquia, as | predicted,
was elected vice president
of the International Bar
Association during the
Delhi conference. He de-
feated a condidate put up
by the Western bloc, no
less than the Executive
VP of the Bank of Ame-
rica. The Third World
delegates, to a man sup-
ported lke but it must
have rankled in the hearts
of the delegates from
Europe and the US be-
cause when we bidded for
the Executive Council
meeting of the IBA in
Manila in 1984, there was
a determined effort by
the delegates from the
west to forestall our bid
and we lost by two votes.
Actually, we lost because
the Integrated Bar of the
Philippines which was enti-
tled to three votes failed
to send delegates. Worse,
‘it refused proxy votes for
Ike. I cannot understand
why the IBP was mara-
mot for those proxy votes.
After all, it would have
been for the glory of our
country.
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Manila North Cemetery: Squatters’ hovels built over tombs of
the dead!

A matter
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clagon have drawn their ac-
count from the same source.
The source of these yamns
which pander to public cre-
dulity and gain credence as
even reputable American wri-
ters allude to them is an affi-
davit executed on 14 June
1946 by then Capt. Aurelio
Lucero who was the Adjutant
General of the 21st Division.
Lucero reconstituted verba-
tim what purportedly was
General Capinpin’s recom-
mendation  in - compliance
with the alleged phoned ins-
tructions of General Wain-
wright from Corregidor

After his recent visit to the
Philippines, publisher William
Randolph Hearst, Jr., appa-

cero’s affidavit. In the joint
issue of the San Francisco
Examiner and Chronicle for
Sunday, April 18, 1982,
Hearst writes:

“Before the fall of Bataan,
(Marcos), with four enlisted
Filipinos, infiltrated Japanese
lines to climb a mountain
plateau where Japanese artil-
lery was butchering American
soldiers below. With explo-
sives and hand grenades, he
killed the gun crews and des-
troyed the weapons before
escaping with the loss of one
man, In decorating him later
with the Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross, Gen. MacArthur
said that without his valo-
rous exploits, Bataan would

rently took at face value all have fallen three months

accounts of the alleged ex- sooner.”

ploits ol Marcos based on Lu- (To be continued)
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Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late Pedro M.
Villarica has been extrajudicially settled by his heirs per Doc.
No. 397, Page No. 81, Book No. XXI, Series of 1982 of the
notaral regster of Atty. Nicolas B. Barriatos of Quezon City, 26

(Sgd.) ATTY. NICOLAS B. BARRIATOS

PTR No. 435586

Notary Public
1/4/82 - Q.C.

vince.” (id. page 189.)
And: “The colonel radioed
orders to Manriquez to de-
tach Marcos at once and
send him to Volckmann’s
headquarters. The order
was easily given; to obey,
Ferdinand had to break
through the cordon which
bound the 14th Infantry
in an ever-tightening circle.
Captain Jamieson, the de-
molition engineer, also re-
ceived orders to retum.
The two set out toge-
ther, . . When a third at-
tempt to follow his orders
was frustrated, Major Mar-
cos, accompanied by Ja-
mieson, hiked across the
mountain eastward into
Isabela province, to an
airstrip on which daily
drops of food and supplies
weremade.” (id. page 196.)
LB

So, it will be noted
from the above accounts
that Jamieson’s name was
mentioned four times in
Spence’s book, and all the
time it has been spelled
“Jamieson."" (Incidentally,
his first name was never
mentioned at all.) Why is
it that in the swomn state-
ment used by WE Forum,
it is now spelled “Jami-
son’? Even in Larry O.
Guzman's affidavit, the
captain’s family name is
“Jamison.” Why? It could
be a small matter but it
could also be significant.
It will also be noted that
the affidavits of both Do-
nald V. Jamison and Larry
0. Guzman are dated Sept.
29, 1982.

L

The other day, I re-
ceived by special delivery
a letter datelined *“Vigan,
llocos Sur, Oct. 25, 1982,
although it is postmarked
on the envelop ‘‘Laoag
City Post Office, 25 x 82.”
It comes from “A Con-
cemed Filipino." Obvious-
ly the sender did not want
his name disclosed, for
understandable  reasons.
He is an Ilocano, for one
thing. Although the letter
is anonymous, | am publi-
shing it because it is of
public interest. (Ordinarily ,
I refuse to publish anony-
mous letters.) It reads:

Dear Mr. Rodriguez:

I see from your refe-
rences o Assemblyman
“Maning™ Pelaez in your
column, WE Forum, that
you and I are two of his
“fans" because we both
believe that he is a sincere
friend, a capable legislator
and a deep thinker with-
out bombast, statesman's—
like qualities which he
displayed when he was a
Congressman and Vice-
President.

But like all of us he

made a false step when
instead of aligning him-
self with the New Society
—perhaps with the idea
not to be a forgotten
politician—he should have
stuck with the group that
* from the beginning op-
posed the Martial Law
and the New Society.

After recalling his sti-
nging speeches against Pre-
sident Marcos when he
was running against Presi-
dent Macapagal, 1 asked
myself-and you probably
did the same—how in hea-
ven's name could he side
now with President Mar-
cos and the KBL?

I am of the honest be-
lief that he can only refur-
bish his once popular
image by aligning him-
now with the opposition
and be a vocal oppositio-
nist to the decaying New
Society. It will take a lot
of courage, no doubt, to
do -this but with his newly-
found confidence that the
Almighty saved him from
an untimely death because
He had something for him
to do he will regain his
rightful place in the es-
teem and respect of his
former friends and poli-
tical followers and leave
behind him the appelation
(sic) of a “political butter-
fly.”

Did you not say that
there was a “light in the
window™ to guide him?

Professor
From page 3

On Nov. 11, 1969, Marcos
was re-clected President, as
well as his Vice-President,
Femmando Lopez, by an over-
whelming majority. Seven NP
senatorial candidates also
won: Tolentino, Diokno, Es-
pina, Sumulong, Puyat, Ta-
mano, and Padilla (LP, but
an NP guest candidate), On-
ly Gerardo Roxas won among
the LP candidates. So far,
Marcos was the only Presi-
dent of the Republic to win
a second term. But the news
leaked out that it was the
most corrupt election ever.
On Jan. 26, 1970, violent
demonstrations began. Stu-
dents, laborers, and other
concerned citizens joined the
demonstrations, as well as
Communists and drifters of
all types. The demonstrations
increased in violence. On
Nov. 10, 1970, a Constitu-
tional Convention was held,
its aim was to change the
Constitution in order to era-
dicate, or at least diminish,
abuses and corruption in
government. The Con-Con
delegates met in Manila Hotel
and recommended that a par-
liamentary form of govem-
ment should replace the pre-
sidential system that the
Philippines had since 1946,

(To be continued)
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