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Primicias’ name
incement fraud

The name of Local Governments sonal profit of another deputy minis-
Deputy Minister Cipriano Primicias, Jr. ter (see WE Forum, July 28-30 and
has been dragged into the donation of July 31-Aug. 3, 1982, issues).

92,027 bags of Korean cement to the
Ministry of Local Governments which minister (Rosendo Marquez) allegedly
was later allegedly sold for the per- sold sizeable portions of the donation to
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The other Local Governments deputy
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‘DOY’ LAUREL’S VIEW

Another martial law feared

V

Former Sen. Salvador H.
Laurel, president of the Uni-
ted Nationalist Democratic
Opposition (UNIDO), has
predicted “it will be no sur-
prise if martial rule is reim-
posed in the country.”

The Laurel statement,
issued to medialast August 9,
was in reaction to President
Marcos’ wafning in a speech
during the PC-INP anniver-
sary last August 9 of a plot
by subvemives, including cer-
tain elements in the political
opposition, to hold a nation-
wide strike sometime next
month,

The President also said
that the strike may be accom-
panied by terror bombings
and assassination attempts
against high officials and per-
sonalities in the country.

“The scenario is suspi-
ciously familiar. These are

By TEDDY B. CECILIO

practically the-same remarks
and threats he made 10 years
ago to justify his imposition
of martial law which imme-
diately led to the unlawful

arrest and detention of many
persons critical of his regime
and the suppression of human
rights in general,” Laurel

Page 8, please

China Sea eating
up Cagayan town

By MARCELO B. SORIANO

They need Moses in Aparri,
Cagayan. The biblical charac-
ter who commanded the Red
Sea to part and allow him and
his flock to cross safely and
dry.

It’s a wishful thinking for
the Aparrinos. But, so far,
prayers seem to be ineffec-
tive against their problem:
The China Sea is eating up
the town, starting with three

Copyright, 1982 by Emesto R. Rodriguez, Jr.

The Bad Guerrillas
of Northern Luzon

By ERNESTO R.

RODRIGUEZ, JR.

Chapté? XXV
Colonel Volckmann and his *‘boys”

In a recent serial, entitled “Marcos on Marcos,” from the
pen of Lily Lim and published in the Philippines Daily Express,
the President is quoted as saying that “‘some (guerrilla leaders)
had killed more Filipinos than Japanese; some started taking
gifls as hostages, raping them” (DE, Aug. 4, 1982). This
fact, the former guerrilla major said, generated a feeling of
bitter disenchantment over the tumabout of many guerrilla

leaders.

In the President’s own authorized biography, written by
Hartzell Spence, there is an item about Capt. Emilio Escobar,
“known to his victims, as Sagad, the llocano word for *broom,’

Page 6, please

barangays.

The townsfolk are deeply
worried. In fact, residents of
the- three barangays are hys.
terical. Those who have lost
their lands, houses, crops and
work animals to the Sea
shake their heads and won-
der: Would we recover our
lands back?

The urgent problem is not

Page 2, please

Kamna Small, deputy assistant to President

commercial establishments in
Metro Manila.

The cement, however, was
originally intended for dis-
tribution to various towns in
the provinces, especially
those ravaged by typhoons.

Primicias’  participation,
according to records freshly
uncovered by WE Forum, was
to guarantee payment of the
taxes and duties of the Korean
cement even if the amount
was not included in the 1982
budget of the ministry,

In a Feb. 5, 1982 letter to
the Minister of Finance,
through  Finance Deputy
Minister Pio de Roda, Primi-
cias said:

“In view of the foregoing,
may we request your Minis-
try for the release of 4,601.1
M/Ton or 92,027 bags of
damaged cement from cus-
toms custody without pre-

Page 2, please

NSC exec

answers
i ’
WE story
The National Steel
Corporation (NSC), a gov-
emment agency headed by
Trade and Industry Minis-
ter Roberto Ongpin as
chairmman, has confirmed
that fake Customs docu-
ments were used in the re-
lease of its importation of
3,499,171 kilos of prime
hot rolled plates from Tai-
wan (see WE Forum, Aug.
7-10, 1982).
Through retired Col.
Page 2, please

PRIMICIAS JR.

"We did
not give
up,’ say
farmers

The reported surrender to
the military of 36 alleged
members of the New People’s
Armmy (NPA) last July 22 in
Barangay Bayandong, Baca-
cay, Albay has been denied
by the province’s clergy after
14 of the identified “surren-
derees” testified they never
surrendered because they are
not members of the NPA.

The 14 made the testi-
mony before a fact-finding
team, composed of members
of the clergy, which conduc-
ted an investigation into the
alleged surrender of 36 “NPA
members” to Brig. Gen, Rene

Page 8, please

Ronald Reagan,
discusses White House communications policy and the political
philosophies of the Reagan administration during a press con-
ference August 10 at the Thomas Jefferson Library,

in next issue.

‘What's happening to
our country, General?’

An analytical writing contest to answer Assembly-
man Emmanuel Pelaez’s statement, which has now be-
come famous because of its significance in time and
event: He was being wheeled to the emergency room of
St. Luke's Hospital when he uttered these words last
month. Cash prizes and contest rules to be released

IMF intervention
in RP is exposed

By WALDEN BELLO
(First of two parts)

(Author is director of the Congress Task Force of the Phil-
ippine Solidarity Network based in Washington, D.C. Many of
the materials used in this article are from Development Deba-
cle: The World Bank in the Philippines written by the author
together with David Kinley, Elaine Elinson, Robin Broad,
David O'Connor and Vincent Bielsky. — Editor)

In early 1981, Gregorio
Licaros was removed by
President Marcos as Governor
of the Central Bank of the
Philippines. No official reason
was given, although it was
rumored that the grand old
man of Philippine finance had

been involved in shady
financial deals,
Recently released confi-

dential International Mone-
tary Fund (IMF) documents,
however, appear to confirm
suspicions  that  Licaros’
ouster resulted, at least part-
ly, from pressure from the

IMF.

For long-time observers of
the Philippine economy, the
Licaros affair was not surpri-
sing. Among nationalists, the
Fund and its sister institu-
tion, the World Bank, probab-
ly enjoy a notoriety worse
than the CIA. Because of
their periodic interventions in
economic policy-making and
the harsh impact of these
moves on living standards, the
Fund and the Bank are
seen as the chief engineers of
the economic crisis now en-
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Filipino migrants
welcomed abroad

Some are electricians, bar-
tenders and chemical engi-
neers in oil-rich Arab states.
Others have taken jobs as
obstetricians in  Ethiopia,
meteorologists in Kenya, and
well-diggers in Sudan.

Today they can be found
in 111 countries. They man
5,452 ocean-going ships.

They are the Philippines’
expatriates employed abroad
as contract workers on jobs
arranged by the government
or by the more than 600
private recruitment agencies.

Once branded as a servant
class in some countries, Fili-
pino migrants have ‘been wel-
comed in parts of Asia, Europe
and Africa for their noted

expertise and technical know-
how.

Suspects in the
? robbery-killing of
“ four persons in
Manila’s Tourist Belt
arrested by Manila

police detectives,
*oen

Continuation of
a U.S. Court of
Appeals judge's)

opinion on the export
of the nuclear reactor, I
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Primicias’
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payment ol duties, taxes,
fees and other port of charges
as the same are not funded.™

“*Rest assurcd,” Primicias
added, “‘that in our next bud-
get  requirements  we  will
include the amount.”

Marquez followed up the
Primicias letter in a Feb. 17,
1982, letter to the Philippine
Ports Authority. Portions of
the letter follow:

“Further to our letter to
the Ministry of Finance dated
Feb. 5. 1982 requesting for
exemptions and releasc from
Customs custody of the above
mentioned donation without
pre-payment of taxes, Cus-
toms duties, fees and other
port charges as the same is
not funded.

“In this connection, may
we request your kind as-
sistance for the immediate
release of said donation with-
out pre-payment of any port
charges and rest assured that
in our next budget require-
ments we will include the
amount.”

The bags of cement were
on their way to Calcutta,
India, from Korea, aboard
M/V Well Dispatcher. But
on the way, a typhoon da-
maged the ship and portion
of the cement cargo and took
shelter in Manila,

The ship had tobe repaired

and s cargo would have Lo

be unloaded. Otherwise the
cargo  would  face  total
damage.

The bags of cement were
then offered as donation to
the Ministry of Local Govern-
ments. A contractor, Manuel
Manalo, offered to shoulder
arrastre and other expenses,
provided that he would be
given one-hall of the ship-
ment.

Marquez, in whose name
the donation was made, agreed
to the terms. However, he
later allegedly diverted sizc-
able portions of the pro-
ducts to commercial traders.

Manalo filed a civil case
before the Manila Court of
First Instance, seeking tostop
Marquez from further selling
the bags of cement to com-
mercial establishments. The
case is now pending resolu-
tion.

During one of two hear-
ings conducted by the court,
Manalo testified that the
donation was - first in the
name of Local Govemments
Minister Jose A. Rono.

The letter, offering the
donation to the Ministry of
Local Govermnments, was firsl
brought by Manalo to Primi-
cias who, in tum, relerred
him to Marquez.

According to Manalo, he

China
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the recovery of the lost lands;
it is how to stop the China
Sea from further destruction.

But government action
seems to be not forthcoming,
reports The Valley Times, a
weekly published in [agan,
Isabela.

One feeble move has been
taken by the Sangguniang
Pambayan. This was the pas-
sage of a resolution appealing
to the provincial government,
the Ministry of Public Works
and Highways, and. the Minis-
try of .Human Settlements
for action.

The resolution *has not
been acted wupon, il was
learned,” says the Times.

What the townspeople,
led by Mayor Miguel C. Say,
want done is the construction

of a huge wall along the
shore.
The China Sea is at its

most  ferocious moments
during typhoons. The towns-
folk remember one such

moment occusred last Decem-
ber.

Not only the people are
worred. Heads of government
offices and business establish-
ments along the shorelines
also fear being washed out to
the sea.

Among the offices are the
PAG-ASA, Philippine Ports
Authority, Bureau of Cus-
toms, the Philippine Navy
and the 117th PC Company.
Of the private businesses,
Petron Oil Company imme-
diately faces the fury of the
China Sea,

Ermita massacre
suspects nabbed

Manila police detectives
have arrested three suspects
in the gruesome robbery-
slaying of four persons in the
Tourist Belt last week,

The suspects, who were
nabbed in separate raids in
Pusay and Manila, all ad-
mitted to the crime. They
were arrested by operatives
of the theft and robbery sec-
tion under Capt. Bobby
Barbers.

In his report to Col. Feli-
cisimo Lazaro, chief of the
investigation division, Bar-
bers identified the three as
Carlos Cagawan, 32, alleged
mastermind; Rene Dalimit,
17, of 2126 A. Mabini,
Ermita, and Federico Dima-
yuga, 22, of 336 Quezon St.,
Tondo.

Barbers said the suspects,
who were all under the in-
fluence of drugs when they
executed the brutal crime,
admitted killing and robbing
the victims in the altemoon
of August 3.

The three were also work-
ing as pimps in the Tourist
Belt. Burbers said.

Police recovered from the

suspects the victims’ wrist-
watches, a gold necklace, a
pair of earrings, a gold ring
and the fatal knife used in
the cold-blooded slaying.

The victims were Milagros
Ng y de Mesa, 49; Magnus
Kim Loi Ng, 20, son of Mila-
gros; Purita Tayag, 40, house-
maid, and her son, Estanis-
lao, 16.

The victims suffered mul-
tiple stab wounds.

Police said the suspects,
who were then under the
influence of drugs, entered
the victims' apartment on
the third floor of the South
Syquia apartment on M.H.
del Pilar shortly after 2 p.m.
last August 3. Once inside
the apartment, the suspects
hogtied the housemaid and
her son and later stabbed
them to death.

Mrs. Ng, who was inside
her bedroom sleeping, was
also stabbed dead. Her son
Magnus, upon seeing the sus-
pects, attempted to escape
but was overcome by the
suspects. He was also
stabbed to death.

was asked by Marquez to
change Rono’s name. Mar-
gquez, Manalo added, did

not want. Rono to know of
the donation,

Filipino

From page |

For the Philippines, over-
seas contract migration is
a valuable way of finding
jobs for a 49 million popula-
tion with one of the world’s
fastest growth rates.

Between 1975 and June
1981 jobs were found abroad
for some 723,176 workers,

including 254 939 seamen,
Overseas jobs for Filipino
migrants  have  multiplied

three-fold since 1977, with
77 percent of the land-based
workers going to the Middle
East.

The Philippine government
made the export of manpower
an explicit part of its national
employment policy for the
first time when the 1978-82
Development Plan  was
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adopted. It has drawn up
regulations to deal with almost
every aspect of contract
migration.

But emigration has also led
to a shortage of skilled
workers on the Philippine
labor scene, a black market
in recruitment, illegal migra-
tion, and cultural dislocation
for the migrants and their
families,* reports a new ILO
study.

“Recruitment offices have
so far been able to ‘cream off’
the country's better talents,”
the study finds.

“It is not so much surplus
labor which emigrates but
people who may be critically
needed and are not imme-
diately replaceable because
of the lengthy duration of
training required,” the work-
ing paper says,

Word-ofsmouth reports in-
dicated black market recruit-
ment fees ranged from $375
io $633, compared with a
legally stipulated fee of only
£63, the working paper stales,

Part of the high black mar-
ket costs are for lavish enter-
tainment of foreign recruilers
when they visit the Philip-
pines, These expenses are
passed on to recruited
workers, the study notes.

The workers are sometimes
recruited  for non-existent
jobs or issued invalid travel
documents, it adds.

At the end of 1980, 618
illegal recruitment cases had

been filed for prosecution
but no recruiter had been
convicted, the working

paper says.,

“In the present circums-
tances, illegal recruiters are
casily able to bail them-
selves oul and resume their
malpractices,” the paper com-
ments. “The woikers are only

too willing to settle for half
the money due to them
rather than go through

NSC exec

Sixto P. Belen, of the NSC
administration  division,
the NSC also said in a let-
ter to WE Forum that it
paid more than P3 million
in duties, taxes and other
fees. Three checks cover-
ing the amount ‘“were
negotiated/encashed by
certain parties other than
-the Bureau of Customs.”

While it admitted the
anomalous  transactions,
however, the NSC washed
its hands off.

Withdrawal of the
shipment from Customs
“was handled for NSC by
a duly licensed Customs
broker, pursuant to Cus-
toms regulations,” NSC
said, Full text of the let-
ter follows:

We Forum

784 UnitsC & D

Ground Floor, RMS Bldg.
Quezon Avenue,

Quezon City

Att.: Mr. Jose G. Burgos Jr.
Publisher/Editor
Gentlemen: ‘

This is in connection
with the news item (front
page headline) which
appeared in your August
7. 1982 issue entitled
“Ongpin’s Key Men
Linked to Sabotage™ that
has unjustly maligned and
cast malicious aspersions
on a lot of people, includ-
ing National Steel Cor-
poration (NSC).

While the news item is
based on a factual incident
involving an NSC importa-
tion of raw materials, the
report is inaccurate and
was obviously sensational-
ized and slanted in the
wrong direction.

The withdrawal of the
subject  shipment from
Customs custody and the
payment of the duties and
taxes thereon was handled
for NSC by a duly licensed
Customs broker, pursuant
to Custom’s regulations.
For the payment of the
duties and taxes on the
importation, NSC pur-
chased Manager's Checks
from the Philippine Na-
tional Bank and from Citi-
bank. Consequently, NSC
received the shipment as
well as the Official Re-
ceipts (ORs) for the pay-
ment of the duties and

From page 1

taxes thereon from its
broker.

More than a wmonth
thereafter, NSC  was
advised that Customs was
denying the authenticity
of the ORs issued for the
checks. NSE€ likewise re-
ceived information that
the checks were nego-
tiated/encashed by certain
partics other than the
Bureau of Customs.

A review by NSC of the
import documents involyed
initially showed that: a)
the Customs documents
were unauthorized; and
b) the checks were diverted
to accounts of certain

parties other than the

Bureau of Customs. Cus-
toms people are working
on the first problem. It is
not clear how Customs
documents were falsified,
how  signatures  were
forged, and how the cargo
was released thru ques-
tionable documents with-
out anybody raising the
alarm. )

The banks involved are
trying to figure out how
crossed-checks payable to
Customs with the notation

“For Payee’s Account
Only” were diverted to
other accounts. Prelimi-

nary conclusions based on
consultations with bank
officers and lawyers indi-
cate that NSC will have to
be reimbursed for the total
amount of these checks.
Upon receipt  thereof,
these funds will then be
paid to Customs to fully
settle the unpaid account.
NSC is not aware of
any report linking NSC
men with the irregularity,
although it has been in-
formed that there is an
investigation being con-
ducted by proper authori-
ties on the matter, To this
investigation, we have
given our full cooperation,
We hope that in the
interest of fair play, you
would accordingly take
necessary steps to correct
the unjust conclusions
implied by your aforesaid
publication.
Very truly yours,
(Sgd.) Col. Sixto P. Belen,
P.A. (Ret.)
Administration
Manager

Division

tedious litigation."”

lllegal emigrants using
“tourist visas” have no pro-
tection against exploitation
by unscrupulous employers.

The working paper urges
the govermnment to make
training in critical skills a
priority of its Manpower Pro-
gram, to step up the dnve
against illegal migration and
black market recruiters, and
to send more labor attaches
abroad to report on foreign’
laber markets and protect
Filipino workers.

“The Philippines is one
of the countries that have
made the greatest strides in
conceiving and promulgating
laws and regulations to deal
with just aboul every aspect
of contract migration,” the
working paper comments.

But help for retuming
migrants remained perhaps

the most notable exception,
1l says.

The Ministry of Labor and
Employment should set up a
system to provide advice on
starting businesses and labor
opportunities for migrants in-
terested in using their savings
for profitable ventures on
their return home, it suggests,

The working paper adds that
cultural orientation should
form part of a program for
training manpower  going
overseas to reduce the social
costs of psychological dis-
location,

Ped's give
{rzeedom a
chance!




MAINZ, West Genmany
There are plans to make
Manila the sister
Mainz, the seat of the largest
Filipino  organization  in
Europe.

Rita Weyand, President
of the German Filipino Asso-
ciation which prides itself in
having 5,000 Filipinos and
Germans as members, said the
closeness forged between the
two nationalities over the past
20 years has prompted moves
to further develop cultural

- f e —
e e — e

city of

gELT :I

ties.

Of special interest is the
development ol the Rizal
Park in Wilhemsfeld in Heidel-
berg on which now stands a
10-foot monument of the
national  hero  Jose Rizal
carved by Filipino sculptor
Anastacio Calvo and brought
1o the village two years ago

Jose Rizal, who wenl Lo
Heidelberg in 1886 1o sludy
opthalmology to cure his
mother of an eye ailment. fell

Gomburza monument in front of the National Museum.

‘Step up civil nuclear
programs,’ says OECD

PARIS (AFP) — Indus-
trialized nations face an
energy crisis by the tum of
the century if they do not
step up their civil nuclear
programs, the Organiza-
tion for Economic Coopera-
tion and Development
(OECD) has said here.

In a report titled “*Nuclear
energy perspectives up to
the year 2000, it said efforts
to cut dependence on
imported oil would suffer un-
less nuclear energy was used

1o grips with the necd for
alternative energy,

According to the repon
the nuclear capacity of OLCD
countries grew from 17 Elec-
tric Gigawatts (EGW)in 1970
to more than 130 EGW al
the end of last year. (One
EGW equals 1,000 electric
megawalls,)

But

current capacilty 15

in love with the place and
inspired him to write nume-
rous verses. He also wrote
the final chapters of the
Noli Me Tangere in Wil-
hemsfeld where he lived with
a local pastor,

Two Rizal strasses (streets)
have been named after the
hero in Heidelberg. A memo-
rabilia of Rizal, composed of
various collections ol
memoirs, notes and letters of
the Filipino hero, can also be
found in the home of Pastor
Weber in Wilhemsfeld which
local and Filipino tourists
visit in large numbers each
year,

Weyand said Mainz, which
is considered the “*most hos-
pitable  and friendliest™
among the Genman cities, as
buse - of operations lor the
German Filipino association
has given various assistance to
cultivate ties between the two
nationalities.

She says each year, Ger-
mans send in financial help
to 30 foster children aged
cight to 19 vears in the Philip-
pines (o see them through
ligh school.

The association, founded
in 1976, aims (o promote
understanding between Ger-
mans and Filipinos through
various cultural exchanges. It
also assists Filipinos in Ger-
many on all their varied
needs.

“To achieve this, a Depart-
ment of Trade and Commerce
has been annexed to the asso-
ciation to help German and
Filipino firms, until this func-
tion can be taken over by a
German-Philippine  Chamber
of Industry and Commerce
which is still to be founded,”
Weyand said.

Weyand, who became
closer to Filipinos through
interactions made with a
travel agency which she runs
in the area, says she receives
an average of 15 letters a
day from Germans and Fili-
pinos, either to seek assistance
or information about the
Philippines.

*Our assistance also include
negotiations with the Ger-
man government for Filipinos
stranded in the country for
such reasons as overstaying,”
she said. (PNA)

The World

still fess than hall’ that pre-
dicted by energy planning
olficials 10 years ago

Fie slow development of
nuclear capacity is  only
partly accounted for by the
slowdown i demand for elec-
tricity 1973, which in
furn was caused by the eco-
numic and higher

singe

recession

energy costs,

Black population

Pinoys
rejected

CANBERRA (AFP) — Aus-
tralia has rejected 17,953 Fili-
pino people who sought to
immigrate to Australia and
50,783 from the British Isles,
according to figures released
by the Immigration Depart-
ment in reply to recent Par-
liamentary questions.

The even-handed applica-
tion of Immigration policy

between  Europeans and
people from Asia indicates
that the Australian Immi-

gration authorities are keep-
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Manila, Mainz to become sister cities?

. ]

Humanities
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~_ POETRY
Just think

Just think of what this world might be
If there aren’t those who make us see
The follies that we all display
And all the pitfalls in our way.
Just think of how disease would rage
And cause decay before old age
If it were not for dauntless minds
Thar break traditions’ chain that binds.
Just think of how much poverty
Would curse this crude humanity
Without the works of scientists
And love-inspired idealists,
Just think how long man's wars would last
And make the battlefields more vast
If statesmen fail to realize
That only plans for peace are wise.
Just think how much of charm will fade
From life, for which the saints have prayed
If artists of all sorts we've none
To give us beauty, smile and fun.
Just think how many lives were lost
In the last global holocaust ~
And the countless people who were maimed,
Of which mankind should be ashamed,

By RAMON ENERIO

 §

RESTAURANT » DISCO CLUR
308 RIZAL AVENUE, STA. CRUZ MANILA

Where you can relax listening to Metro Manila’s
favorite folksingers during Happy Hours from
3p.m.to7p.m.

From 7 p.m. to 3 a.m., friendly receptionists
and an array of beautiful dancers will entertain
you while dining and drinking.

PLUS other surprises that will drive your blues
away!

FOR LAWYERS AND
LAW STUDENTS

W ing a tight grip on all applica-
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Those covered by IUD
insertions numbered 744 404
during the year as against
targel ol 790,600,

Some 4.49 million people
were covered by other
methods of family planning
during the year, officials said
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Editorial

FM on newspapers

We take note with concern President Marcos’ state-
ment that some local newspapers have allowed them-
selves to be used by those who, he said, are out to
downgrade the government. He made this accusation
in his speech before the joint celebration of the
Integrated National Police and the Constabulary at
Camp Bagong Diwa, Bicutan, Taguig, Metro Manila,
August 8 (see Page 1).

One incident which the President was obviously re-
ferring to was the publication, in at least two com-
munity newspapers, of an alleged massacre of 210
people by elements of the military in Sumoroy,
Northern Samar. The report turned out to be false.
Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile and Assembly-
man Reuben Canoy, accompanied by foreign and
local journalists, had gone to Sumoroy to conduct
first-hand interviews among the residents (see also
“A matter of opinion,” Page 5).

We don’t know how the community newspapers
got their “facts” of the story. (WE Forum columnist
Emesto Rodriguez, Jr. also mentioned the massacre
in one of his columns.) We surmise that the editors
had been furnished with information which appeared
to be accurate. The editors’ judgment must have been
bolstered by earlier reports of killings and abuses in-
volving military personnel. In other words, there had
been precedents, a tool that editors sometimes lean
on news data.

Anyway, we believe that the community news-
papers did not do it on purpose to undermine the
national government and the military — a motive
that is totally out of our mind in the WE Forum and
Malaya. We believe that the community newspaper
editors, like us, only want to seek the truth that
would guide the government towards peace, stability
and true democracy.

With a grain of salt

I have got
your number

- By ARMANDO J. MALAY

I got an undated letter
last Monday, August 9,
from the National Media
Production Center, speci-
fically from Rene A, Dalog-
dog, operations director of
the Maharlika Broadcasting
System. It is a terse rejoin-
der to my previous column
on the controversial docu-
mentary of the British

- Broadcasting Corporation

(WE Forum, Aug. 7-10,
1982).

In faimess to all con-
cerned, we are publishing
in full Mr. Dalogdog’s let-
ter below:

“Dear Mr. Burgos:

“We most vigorously
protest your column in the
WE Forum of August
7th-10th, 1982, in which
you claimed that “certain
portions of the much-
maligned (BBC) documen-
tary were able to fall into
the hands of the docu-
mentary producers . . . be-
cause the BBC staff was
supplied with file photos
and videotapes by some
officials of the National
Media Production Center
itself and that money
changed hands between
the BBC and some NMPC
staff.” This is a brazen
lie and our lawyers are
studying these malicious
allegations to determine
how we can seek legal re-
dress,

“The NMPC did indeed
provide the BBC crew with
some footage in response
to a detailed request for
film material from the
assistant producer, Chris-
tine Carter who, in a letter
dated  October  29th
addressed to Minister Gre-

Publishers Notes

‘A brazen lie, says
NMPC operations head

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR. |

gorio S. Cendana categori-
cally stated that the BBC
wanted to ‘film develop-
ment in the Philippines
under President Marcos.'
In fact, Miss Carter listed
several areas such as Land
Reform, Housing, Tourism,
Political Education and
the Model Nutrition Pro-

gram of the Philippines, etc.

Miss Carter even men-
tioned in her letter that
‘Mrs. Marcos’ Bliss pro-
ject has become a world
model the ‘Philippines res-
ponse (to the nutrition
problem) has been emu-
lated elsewhere’ while
‘ Manila's development has
been rewarded with an in-
flux of tourists, boosting
the economy.’

“We acted in good faith
and provided footage of
positive developments in
the country such as the
Bliss housing project, land
reform successes, the Pre-
sident meeting with fisher-
men in Tanza, Cavite on
his birthday and similar
sequences of ‘consensus at
the grassroots level.” Un-
fortunately, none of this
material was used. Instead
the BBC crew used most

of its own footage clearly
designed to fit a precon-
ceived, prejudiced view of
the country,

“Mr. Burgos, we, who
work for the NMPC and
the government, value the
national interest, integrity
and our people’s decency
far too much to sacrifice
them for any price.”

LA B N

I take every word of
Mr. Dalogdog with the
hope that he and other
top-ranking NMPC offi-
cials look around them to
flush out the originators of
such reports. 1 also com-
miserate with the NMPC
authorities for having been
“used” when they coor-
dinated with the BBC staff.
There’s a slang for this:
They’d been had.

'Ry
It was an entirely dif-

ferent Ferdinand E. Mar-
cos 1 saw over the tele-
vision the other day. | am
referring to the replay of
Mr. Marcos® speech last
August 9 during the cele-
bration of the PCINP
anniversary.

The image I saw on
TV was a head of state
bristling with anger and
calling the Opposition a
lot of names, the most
oft-repeated of which was
“Walang hiyal” At one
portion of his extempo-
raneous harangue, Mr. Mar-
cos declared: “Dapat ngang
pagsisipain sila (the Oppo-
sition), ang mga walang
hiyal"

The least 1 could say is
that Mr, Marcos, indeed,
showed a strange per-
formance in public that
made a lot of televiewers
wonder and shudder.

This is my own

The President told the
Cabinet on August 5 to
draw up mechanics for a
national identification sys-
tem which would assign
a serial number for life
to each citizen of the Phil-
ippines (Bulletin Today,
Aug. 6, 1982).

Under a plan known as
the German system, each
citizen is assigned a page in
the civil registry book,

bearing his ID number. All
events in the life of a citi-
zen — his birth, marriage
and death, and, | suppose,
his inoculations, income
tax, tax account, eic, —
would be recorded in the
civil registry book, A cen-
tralized computer system,
in a matter of seconds,
would be able to reveal
everything and anything
the state would ‘vant Lo

necessary
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know about a citizen.
Shades of Orwell’s novel
1984!

Twenty-five years from
now, say, the following
could happen in a marriage
cercinony:

Priest: “Do you, AXY-
4567--AB—-384—-GH, take
CGH—-685-GI-398-WO
to be your lawful wedded
wife?"

Bridegroom: “I, AXY -
4567- AB—384—-GH, do.”

Priest: “And do you,
CGH—685—-GI-398—WO,
take  AXY-4567-AB-—
384—-GH to be your law-
ful wedded husband?”

Bride; *1, CGH—685—
G1-398-WO, do.”

Priest: 1, KLU—-694-
HI-693-RT, now pro-
pounce you man and
wife.”

The bride is beaming,
knowing that, according
to a pipeline in the cen-
tralized compulter system
office, her husband, had
deposited in the bank al-
most half a million pesos,
And the bridegroom is
likewise pleased, having
known through his pipe-
line, that his wife stands
to inherit about a mil-
lion pesos.

L

Another Orwelllian sce-
nario:

The telephone rings and

a sinister voice asks: “‘Citi-
zen YRU-578-JK-945—
W?|I

“Yes."

“On the night of July
4, 1980, did you bring a
female party, Citizen No.
YTE-376-TR-563-I1K,
to Room 579 of Manila
Garden Hotel?”

“Ye-ess.”

Voice: “Well, did you
know that Citizen No.
YTE-376—1R-563-IK is
a married woman, mar-
rded to an ex-killer and an
ex<onvict, and that he
could sue you for adultery
or kill you if he were to
know?"

“Oh, no, no! 1 didn’t
know she was married. Be-
sides, my wife, Citizen
No, YUF—-794—-GE—432
0J - would kill me. Listen,
‘pare, can we talk this
thing over? I'm prepared
to pay you an amount if
you'll not tell my wife."”

“Okay, Citizen YRU-
578-JK—-945-TY, first
thing tomorrow morning,
deposit in the Sigma Up-
silon Phi ‘Bank the sum
of one million pesos, Ac-
count No. KLY—-684—GH
—486—RT."

Unknown to both of
them, gomebody in the
centralized computer sys-
tem office was taping the
conversation,

Kokoy Joke of the Week:

It being a hot day, Kokoy’s son asked him for 50
centavos to buy an ice cream cone,

Kokoy: “That's a waste of money, Sonny, I'll just tell
you a ghost story that will send shivers down your
back,"

The big guns

By JOAQUIN R. ROCES

The defense mechanism of this administration
Is like the French Maginot Line of 1939

It is a strong, well-built fortification

But its guns are fixed on an outward direction

The guns are targetted on the ‘outsiders’
But completely immobile against ‘insiders’
And you know what happened to France when

she found

That she could not turn her big guns around

Since these guns cannot be tumed towards ‘insiders’
They are permanently aimed at the *outsiders’
And the moment that anything goes wrong
They are fired at the favorite whipping boys
The recalcitrants, the powerless opposition
As ways are quickly found to outlaw them
The way they outlawed those plastic guns
Seizing them by raiding the department stores
All because they looked like the real ones
Altho they were really toys!

These big guns cannot seem to fire in other directions

Al the big crooks, for instance, in this administration

At officials who sabotaged many a govemment project
Denying the people the benefits they had a right

to expect

Like they cannot seem Lo fire at the new Filipinos
Who make a travesty and a mockery of our labor laws
Laws on investment, exchange, imports and exporis
Then like Dewey Dee disappear out of the country
With impunity, since they hold two passports

But on the recalcitrant
And on the opposition

Is wasted all the ammunition

Since their guns can only seem to fire

In one direction

So the story of all kings never ends

With the strongest and most loyal armies
They defend themselves from their enemies
But who can save them from their friends?
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Aides receive

more than
stenographers?

L By RAUL M. GONZALEZ J

I was on an urgent
business trip to Hong Kong
last week and I found out
that the main thorough-
fares of the Crown Colony
also go under water during
heavy downpour. Last
August 3, Nathan Road —
Hong Kong’s main business
area in Kowloon — was
ankle deep in water after
about one hour of conti-
nuous rain. My brother,
who was standing beside
me outside the lobby of
Holiday Inn, commented:
“Pareho rin pala ng May-
nﬂa.ﬁi

One thing I noticed,
however, is the floods
subside faster than the
ones we have in Manila,

When 1 left for
Hong Kong, 1 met one of
the assistants of Manager
Tabuena of the MIA. He
invited me to check the
comfort room near the
pre-departure qun.ge
which I reported before
as having a destroyed
door. He said the damaged
door was already fixed,
after I wrote about it.

Chief Justice Enrique
M. Fernando was very nice
enough to have met with
the court stenographers of
Manila who had been grip-
ing about their pitiful re-
munerations. 1 was told
that the chief justice was
very sympathetic to the
plight of these poor and
overworked stenographers
who are receiving salaries
ranging from P700 to PBSO
monthly, plus P100 allow-
ance, | was reliably told
that Metro Manila aides
receive more than these
court personnel whose res-
ponsibilities to judicial
processes cannot be less
emphasized than other
court personnel. In fact, so
much depends upon the
accuracy ol stenographic
notes on the questions
of life, liberty and pro-

- perties being adjudicated

in courts. This is more
so because the doctrine, as
a rule, is that findings of
facts by trial courts are
not disturbed on appeal.
| feel disturbed by the
Page 6, please

Philippine scene

AUG. 11-13, 1982 * WE FORUM * §

Opinion

Views & Interviews

Quite right
this time, Doroy

Kuro=kuro

Pamana
ni Marcos

of opinion

A matter

Why is RP
taking a beating
in the foreign
media?

-

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR.

The last paragraph in
our column for July 10-13
read: “What does Minister
Enrile have to say on this
matter?” The matter was
about the widely-reported
alleged massacre of 210
civilians in  Barangay
Somoroy, of Lope de Vega
in Northem Samar, last
April 2.

The siory about these
alleged multiple deaths, re-
portedly Taused by mortar
shelling at the hands of the
military, first appeared on
the pages of The Reporter
of Tacloban City and the
Leyte-Samar Forum. It
was given wide publicity
in foreign journals, and
occasioned an open letter
from Assemblyman Reu-
ben R. Canoy to Defense
Minister Enrile.

The military categori-
cally denied the incident
but a greal many were
skeptical, In order to
clarify matters, Minister
Enrile extended an invi-
tation to Assemblyman
Canoy, for the latter to
join him on a trip to the
place mentioned as the
site of the “massacre."” The
trip was made, in the com-

pany of many members
of the press, and the truth
was out: there was no such
massacre, although four
persons had reportedly
been killed in a nearby
“dissidents’ ™ lair, as a re-
sult of an air raid by the
military.

In view of this fact,
and in keeping with our
habit of giving each one
his due, we wish to ex-
press our deepest regrets
to Defense Minister Enrile
for having given currency
to what turned out to be
a canard, pure and simple,
We repent in sackcloth and
ashes,

Incidentally, Mr, Enrile
is one high government
official who appears to be
most reasonable and sober
in his public actuations,
He is quick to repair what-
ever damage is sulfered by
the government's image, as
a result of the unseemly
behavior of some public
servants, He is indeed the
“action agad" man in the
Administration.

His recent statement
that he does not think
Jaime Cardinal Sin has am-
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By FRANCISCO ‘SOC' RODRIGO

Bakit ninombrghan ang Unang Ginang bilang myem-
bro ng Executive Committee?

Harapin natin ang katotohanan. Ang dahilan ay sapag-
ka't nais ng Unang Ginang,

Huwag na sanang magkunwari. Huwag maghele-hele
pero kivere. Tapatin ang bayan! Ang totoo ay ginusto
niya iyan!

Ang tanong na dapat Kuruin ngayon ng bayan ay
Bakit niya ninais iyan? Anong kapangyarihang hindi pa
niya hawak ngayon ang maidaragdag sa kanya ng puwes-
tong iyan?

Upang matagpuan natin ang sagot, analisahin natin
ang papel na ginaganap ng Executive Committee sa balang-
kas ng ating gobyemo.

Ang Executive Committee ay walang importansya
habang nabubuhay at nanunungkulan ang Presidente.
Kapag namatay o naging inkapasitado ang Pangulo ay
saka lang magkakaroon ng importansya ang Executive
Committee, sapagka’t dito malilipat ang lahat ng “powers
of the President until a President shall have been elected
and qualified™ (Art. VII, Sec. 7, Const.).

Samakatwid, ang kasalukuyang “dictatorial powers”
ng Presidente ay mapapasa-kamay ng Executive Com-
mittee,

Gaano katagal?

Kapag ang Presidente ay mamatay o maging inkapasi-
tddo sa loob ng 18 buwan (1-1/2 taon ) bago sumapit ang
regular presidential election, hahawakan ng Executive
Committee ang "“dictatorial powers™ hanggang matapos
ang halalan at mag-kuwalipika ang bagong-halal na
pangulo

Kapug naman ang pagkamatay o inkapasidad ng Pre-
sidente ay mangyarl bago sumapit ang nasabing 18
buwan (1-1/2 taon) bago sumapil ang regular presi
dential election, hahawakan ng Executive Committee
ang “‘dictatorial powers™ hanggang mutapos ang halalan
al mag-kuwalipika ang bagonghalal na pangulo.

Kapag naman ang pagkamatay o inkapasidad ng Pre
sidente ay mangyarl bago sumapit ang nasabing 18
buwian, ang Batasang Pambansa ay tatawag, sa loob ng
30 araw, ng “special election™ na itatakda sa petsang
hindi kapos sa 45 araw, af hindi lagpas sa 60 araw mula
sS4 pagtawag

Samantala, hahawakan ng Executive. Committee ang
“dictatorial powers.”

Magiging lubhang makapangyarihan ang Executive
Committee sa paghirang at paghahalal ng bagong presi-
dente; sapagka't hawak at magagamit ng Executive Com-
mittee ang “dictatorial powers” sa buong panahon ng
preparasyon at kKampanya para sa eleksyon,

Ang kandidatong suportahan ng Executive Commitee
ay may napakalaking bentalia, , . tulad ng mga kandi-
datong suportado ngayon ng Presidente,

At walang pagbabawal na ang isang myembro ng Exe-
cutive Committee ay magkandidato sa pagka-presidente,
Samakstwid, maasring magkandidato ang Unang
Ginang, at manatiling myembro ng Executive Committee
si panahong nagkakampanya.

Ito, sa aking akala, ang pinupunteriya ng Unang

Page 6, please

By PROF.SALVADOR ROXASGONZALEZ

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzalez by Citizen No.
012345678.

Q. Professor, what do you think of this idea of number-
ing everybody?

A. Great. If you die then your obituary will simply
read “NO, 012345678 died.,” If asked why you
died, your doctor would just say that your number
was up! Clever, isn't it?

Q. But what would be the difference between people
in jail and those outside? Prison inmates have num-
bers you know, across theif chest

A. No difference, except that some people are outside
bars and others inside bars, All of us ae under a
chief warden according to the wew Constitution.

Q. Is it true that_there is “*No such thing as one-man
rule, says FM™?

A. Which is true — that FM says so or that there is no
such thing? You have to read the news correctly.
I suppose you read that in Bulletin Today,
Augusi 10,

Q. What | mean is that is it true there is no such thing
as one-man rule?

A. Correct, if one is married. You know how women
object to male superiority nowadays, ask Arlene.
They want to be on top, too,

Q. The President said that presidential power is decided
by the circus, is that true?
A. No, No. 012345678,

CITCUS,

by the *caucus,” not

Q. In the Daily Express, August 10, Mr, Marcos also
congratulated the Supreme Court for its protec-
tion of human rights. Is that true?

A. You must be clear with your questions. Is it true
that Marcos congratulated the Supreme Court, or Is
it true that the Supreme Court protected human
rights, which? If the first, yes — he has every reason
to congratulate the SC. If the second, you answer
that yourself, No. 012345678, 1 can’t.

Q. What do you think of this? “An Angry Marcos
Speaks Oui Against Criminals, Plotters,” headline
in the Times Journal, August 9.

A. What's wrong with that? Even Jesus Christ got angry
at the money-lenders.

Q. And this? *You can't kill all of us, Some of us will
be left 1o finish you!" From Daily Express, August
9, headline, ‘

A. Who said that ?

Q. And Doroy Valencia wrate in his column, Daily Ex-
press, August 9: “Whatever happened to the vaunted
code of ethics in journalism? All you have Lo do is
to read the papers to wonder,” Do you think that's
true, what Doroy said, | mean?

A. Yes, they don't tell the truth anymore, many news-
papers, Doroy is quite right this time

Q. Joe Guevara, in his column of August 9, Daily Ex-
press, wrote: ‘“Look at bathroom mirror, Mr,
Mayor." Now, what does he mean?

A. 1 don't know. But if he is referring to the Mayor |
suspect he is referring It wouldn’t help much be-
cause that mayor couldn't see himsel[l (n the mirror,

Q. Read this, Professor: “Sokor president's relative
jalled for accepting bribes,” in Times Joumnal,
August 10, Don't you think that's a good example?

A, If that is done in the Philippines there may not be
enough room in jail,

Q. Lastly, Professor: “Secret force to hunt robbers,"
From Times Journal, August 9. Don't you think
that's good?

A. We may nedd later a secret force to hunt the secret

force,
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Pasyon at kamatayan
ng ating kalayaan

Ni FRANCISCO *‘SOC” RODRIGO

(Ang tulang sumusunod ay natapos sulatin noong Set-
yembre 30, 1775).

Isa na namang salamangka
309. Natalos marahil ng ating Pangulo
Na ang kakatuwang katayuang ito
Ay tinutuligsa, hindi lamang dito,
Kundi sa lahat din ng bansa sa mundo.
310. Siya'y nakaisip ng bagong paraan
Upang palitawing itong ating bayan
Ay sadyang kumporme at nasisiyahan
Sa ganyang garapal na katumbalikan.
Reperendum na naman
311. Ginamit na naman yaong reperendum
Upang palitawing tayo ay sang-ayon
Sa kanyang adhikang makapagpatuloy
Sa pagka-diktador sa habang panahon.
Lutong makaw na naman
312. Ang kinasangkapa'y ang mga barangay
Upang ipatupad ang plano at pakay;
Nagluto na naman ng putaheng-makaw
Na ipinakain sa takot sumuway.
Mistulang dalagang napikot
313. ltong sawing bayang sakbibi ng takot
Ay naging mistulang dalagang napiket . . .
Salahat ng tanong ay Oo ang sagot
Pagka't nangangamba na siya’y malagot.
Wala nang halalan
314. Pinilit ang bayang isukong lubusan
Pati karapatang sila ang maghalal
Ng kanila man lang pamunuang lokal —
Maging pang-probinsyal o pang-munisipal.
Ngayo'y kumpleto na yaong diktadura,
Pagka’t itong baya'y wala nang balota
Na siyang sandata’t mabisang panangga
Laban sa abuso ng pinuno nila.
Pinapanday tayo ng sariling kadena
316. Matapos gapusin ang paa at kamay
Ng sawi tang bayan, ay pinalilitaw
Na bayan pa mandin ang kusang pumanday
’ At kusang nagtali ng kadenang taglay.
Pagdalaw sa Red China
317. Samantala nama'y ating nasaksihan
Ang isa pang lubhang kabalintunaan —
Noong ang Pangulo at ang Unang Ginang
Ay nangagsidalaw sa Tsinang Pulahan.
Sariwa pa noon sa isip ng bayan
Ang ipinahayag na unang dahilan
Ng pagkakapataw — ani Malakanyang —
Ng Martial Law Regime sa sawi tang bayan.

May karugtong

315.

318.

From page 1

The bad

- .
Viewpoints From page § IMF From page |
sad plight of these steno- country? gulfing the nation. economic problems more
graphers which illustrates A It was 20 years ago, in realistically and accept the

the poor relations being
given by the executive and
legislative departments to
the judiciary. As it is, the
judiciary is already consi-
dered the ‘“‘weakest”
branch of government
since it commands neither
the sword nor the purse.
Why emasculate it some
more by giving pitiful sala-
ries to its personnel?
LB

Minister Juan Ponce
Enrile has already offered
a P150,000 reward for in-
formation which could
lead to the arrest of the Pe-
laez ambushers. Imagine,
with all the massive re-
sources of the military and
police agencies, until now
no one knows who am-
bushed Assemblyman Pela-
ez Yes, what is really
happening to our coun-
try? Only a few days ago,
a prominent lawyer in
Hloilo was also killed in
cold-blood right inside the
Provincial Capitol, just a
few yards away from the
office of the governor. My
latest information is that
policemen were involved
in that day-light killing
and 1 was told that the
dastardly crime was an off-
shoot of a case being pro-
secuted by the late Attor-
ney Sorongon before the
fiscal’s office. 1 was also
told that the military has
already extended protec-
tion to the investigating
fiscal because the Kkillers
are also out to get him.

And going back to the
Pelaez ambushers: If, des-
pite the reward of P150,000
the authorities still cannot
track down the culprits
and bring them to justice,
maybe we need more in-
vestigators who can make
better use of their *‘coco-
nuts’’; then, perhaps, we
can find the culprits.

Because of the critical
comments made by His
Eminence, Jaime L. Car-
dinal Sin against the re-
gime, there seems to be an
orchestrated attack against
the church lately. Tit for

9
tat? S e

According to Presiden-
tial Spokesman Adrian
Cristobal, the KBL will
renominate Mr. Marcos for
the presidency after his
“term™ ends in 1987. |
don’t think Adrian said
anything that is news. Of
course, the KBL will reno-
minate Mr. Marcos in 1987,
then renominate him in
1994, until the year 2,000,

Wanna bet?
kR & e

RP Girl Miss Asia —
news item. Another
achievement to be claim-
ed by the New Republic.
Al least, it was a news of
something beautiful — to
relieve us from the ten-
sions day after day, after
reading about massacres,
tortures, decapitated
bodies found, killings in
cold-blood, salvaging,
policemen engaged in ex-
tortions, our sinking peso

1962, that the Fund carried
out its first decisive interven-
tion. It forced the govem-
ment of President Diosdado
Macapagal to abolish foreign
exchange controls on imports
and devalue the peso by 100
percent relative to the dollar.
Decontrol and devaluation
were part of the IMF’s
strategy of “liberalization,”
which usually consists of
lifting protectionist barriers
to imports, abolishing natio-
nalist controls on foreign
investment, and depreciating
“overvalued” currencies. The
latter were regarded by the
Fund as obstacles to the “free
flow of capital and commo-
dities” — that is, the unres-
tricted entry of foreign capi-
tal and goods into Third
World economies.

The Fund was regarded as
singularly fitted for its role as
the vanguard of liberalization
by the U.S. govemment and

constraints on economic
behavior that are required
for participation in the
intemational  economic
community.

The impact of the 1962

devaluation was severe. Bet-
ween 1962 and 1964, Philip-
pine workers saw their real

wagei decline by
cent.

10 per-
While big agricultural

exporters such as the sugar

landlords

reaped windfall

profits from the devalua-

tion,

the nascent Filipino

entrepreneurial class found
itself in a very precarious
position, facing a 100 per-
cent increase in the peso cost
of its imported inputs and
repayments on foreign loans.
An estimated 1,500 Filipino

entrepreneurs were

forced

into bankruptcy, and many
of those who survived were

pushed

into joint ven-

tures with American capital.

US. corporations which The inevitable economic
stood to benefit the most slowdown helped depress the
from the strategy. Though growth of manufacturing
the U.S. Government was the from ¢he 11-12  percent

decisive voice in the IMF —
controlling asit did over 21
percent of voting power —
the image of the Fund as a
multilateral institution com-
posed of 140 member-nations
provided a guise of neutral-
ity and objectivity to its
dictates. This was underlined
by a high-level panel of U.S.
business and government
officials in 1971:

As the Filipinos deal more
with international organi-

average annual growth of
the period 1950-57 to a mere

five

percent annually

throughout the Sixties.

I
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FOOTNOTES

Center for Strategic and
International Studies, U.S.-
Philippine Relations Was-
hington, D.C.: Georgetown
University, 1971), p. 72

. John Power and Gerardo

Sicat, The Philippines: In-
dustrialization and Trade

because of the efficient manner in which he swept every
village . . .The particular grievance against him was that he
stole the village girls. If the civilians resisted, their village was
burned. Natives had a list of three thousand murders charged
to Escobar. ..

“An American officer who had helped to oiganize the re-
sistance was no better than Escobar. Two American officers
who were the heads of the USAFIP-NL's 15th Infantry Regi-
ment and the 121st Infantry Regiment, respectively acted
no better than Escobar and 10 entrench their authority des-
troyed other guerrilla units. In one incident they summoned
all loyal civilians of Laoag, llocos Norte to a conference — and
machinegunned them in cold blood. In another incident, using
as an excuse the rumor of collaboration, the American of the
15th Infantry Regiment swooped down on a barrio, killed sus-
pects without trial, and carried off the most attractive female
members of the barrio.” (Hartzell Spence: Marcos of the
Philippines, pp. 195-196.)

In the foreword to his book, “We Remained (Three years
behind enemy lines in the Philippines),” published by W. W.
Norton & Co., Inc., New York, 1954, Col. Russell W. Volck-
mann, who was the commanding officer of USAEIP-NL
(also known as Volckmann's Guerrillas), had this (o say:

“Resistance movements and guerrilla warfare are as old as
war itself. Splendid examples, from biblical times down
through the centuries, are recorded in history. In every
example, there are common denominators — the passion
of an aroused people, a cause, courage, suffering, sacrifices,
determination, and inspired leadership. There are few fields
involving human conflict that hold more interest and deserve
closer analysis than does the field of resistance and guerrilla
warfare,"

If there had been lapses in the moral character ol many
a guerrilla in Northern Luzon during the momentous months
before the surrender of Japanese General Tomoyuki Yama-
shita on 3 September 1945, the blame must be laid partly at
the door of several American officers under Colonel Volck-
mann. The truth is that these wicked Americans had them-
selves set the example that was none too sane for the native
guerrillas,

Really, as Pelaez lamented:
What is happening to our

and our continuing depri-
vations of human rights.

These Americans, most of them mining engineers and
“carpet baggers,” whose only reasons for being in the seats
of power were the color of their skin and their Yankee accent,
were actually adventurers, if not soldiers of fortune, Some of
them had escaped from the Bataan “‘Death March™ and were
mortally afraid of Japanese torture; others just wanted to feed
on the fat of the land and await the retun of General Mac-
Arthur,

Most of them hzd not had any military training whatsoever.
They took advantage of the situation: they were Americans
and it was fashionable then for Filipinos to fall head over
heels in love with the Americans. A part of the prewar “colo-
nial mentality.”” Many of these blackhearted Americans merely
sat on their assess, barked out the orders, violated the nice and
young girls, commandeered food and money, and practised
their shooting skill on the helpless civilians.

Colonel Volckmann himself writes, in his account of his
personal experiences: “Had I not personally observed them |
could never have believed such things possible. Some indi-
viduals’ minds became so confused and distorted that it was
hard to imagine they had once been normal Americans. They
sank to the level of beasts, and became so self-centered in their
fight for existence that they would stoop to anything, regard-
less of the effect on others. Stealing, cheating, lying, or even
murder came easy to them if to their distorted minds it
seemed to be (to) their advantage.” (Russell W. Volckmann:
We Remained, page 70.)

Volckmann was graduated from the United States Military
Academy at West Point on 12 June 1934, and had placed his
name on the volunteer roster for duty in the Philippines. He
arrived in Manila in 1940 at the age of 29 (we were both born
in 1911, he on 23 October and 1 on 25 July). He was originally
assigned to H Company of the 31st Infantry, the only Ameri-
can infantry unit in the Islands. (The 31st Infantry gym in
Intramuros, Manila, was the site of NCAA basketball games
before Pearl Harbor.) He left the Philippines six years later, a
colonel, as commanding officer of USAFIP, NL. He passed
away recently in his hometown in the United States.

He had escaped from Bataan and then assumed leadership
of the resistance in northern Luzon. Of the last outfit, 1,441
men paid the supreme sacrifice. (The miner Walter M. Cushing
was the first known leader of the guerrillas in northemn Luzon
but he took his own life in Jones, Isabela rather than allow
himself to be taken by the Japs.)

In his farewell address to his men, Volckmann said: “There
are a few among you today that are still carrying grudges re-
sulting from acts commitied during the occupation days.
Undoubtedly, mistakes were made during those hectic and

Policies (New York: Ox-

zations like the IMF, ford University Press,

World Bank, and the Asian

1971), p. 38
Development Bank (ADB), P
they will leam to address To be continued
. o )
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Ginang. Wala akong makitang ibang obhetibo,
sapagka't -

— Kung ang hanap ay dagdag na kapangyarihan o
karangalan, wala nang maidaragdag sa kanyang kasa-
lukuyang taglay ang pagiging myembro ng Executive
Committee;

— Kung ang hanap ay makatulong siya sa pagpapayo
sa Presidente, labis-labis na ang kanyang pagkakataong
magawa iyan, bilang myembro ng Cabinet, bilang Metro-
Manila Governor, bilang Minister of Human Settlements,
etc. .. .at, higit sa lahat, bilang Unang Ginang;

— Kung ang hanap ay magkaroon ng dagdag na
gawain, ang pagiging myembro ng Executive Committee
ay walang maidaragdag sa kanyang sukdulang mga tinu-
tungkol na ngayon; sapagka't, tulad ng nasabi ko na,
ang Executive Committee ay walang katuturan habang
nabubuhay at nanunungkulan ang Presidente.

Ito, bayan, ang aking analisis.

Nguni’t, ang analisis na iyan ay nakabatay sa kung
igagalang ng bayan — at ng Hukbong Sandatahan — ang
1981 Constitutional Amendments na siyang lumikha
sa Executive Committee, at nagtadhanang ito ang
magiging “‘immediate successor’ sa Presidente.

Kapag hindi iyan iginalang — dahil, halimbawa, sa
pangyayaring ang mga myembro ng Executive Com-
mittee ay hindi halal ng bayan — sisipot ang malaking
gulo.

L Ito ang malagim na pamana ni Marcos sa ating bayan!

trying days, but 1 am convinced that most acts were com-
mitted in good faith and in furtherance of the cause. | ask you
now to allow your wounds to heal. Drop the grudges you are
carrying. United once more, and with the same determined
spirit you have displayed in the past, strive to make North
Luzon a better place to live in.”

Indeed, as one of Volckmann’s men, Maj. Ferdinand E.
Marcos, now says: ‘“The turbulence of the war, I think, was
unknown to most people. . . among the guerrilla leaders, the
turbulence was terrible because it was just the beginning of the
settling of terms, of private accounts, My father, for instance,
they did not help him when he was caught by the Japanese.
And so I had to settle accounts with a lot of people.” (Daily
Express, Aug. 4, 1982.)

To be continued




(This is the continuation of
US. Court of Appeals Judge
Spottsman Robinsop’s  opinion
on the export of the nuclear
reactor and its components by
Westinghouse to the Philippine
govemment. — Ed.)

The majority of NRC’s
commissioners  interpreted
their statutory responsibili-
ties so as to minimize the ex-
tent to which the agency
must employ its technological
expertise in the course of the
licensing process.!!” In the
rulings we uphold today,
NRC authorized the export
of critical PNPP-1 compo-
nents with virtually no tech-
nical review of the poten-
tial health, safety, and envi-
ronmental impacts from the re-
actor that ultimately will be
constructed.'? This is troub-
ling to me, not only because
of the awesome risks insepa-
rably accompanying any nu-
clear power plant, but also
because this reactor will be
built and operated by a coun-
try almost totally without
prior ex%etienct with nuclear
energy,!® and will be sited
in the shadow of four vol-

Opinion on nuclear plant

canoes'4 in a known earth-
quake zone.!S Despite the
command of Section 103(d)
of NNPA to refuse an export
license when it would be
“inimical to the common de-
fense and security or to the
health and safety of the
public,"'® NRC has conclu-
ded that it can ful ill that obli-
gation by drawing on but
little of its technological ex-
pertise in the course of the
licensing process.

Whatever the wisdom and
even the validity of the course
NRC has pursued, this court
has little choice but to affirm
it. The relevant legislative
texts and histories are devoid
of clear guidance on the
issues presented in this case.
Even were we able to come
to a more definitive resolu-
tion of the meaning of the
statutes involved, we could
not upset the action under
review. Courts must yield
great deference to an inter-
pretation of a statute by the
agency entrusted with its ad-

Judicial notices

ministration.!” “Particularly
is this respect due when the
administrative  practice at
stake ‘involves a contempo-
raneous construction of a
statute by the men charged
with the responsibility of set-
ting its machinery in motion,
of making the parts work effi-
ciently and smoothly while

and that is my principal dif-
ference with Judge Wilkey. I
cannot subscribe to decisional
grounds that go beyond affir-
mance on grounds of defe-
rence and read the statutes as
NRC has done, or to his views
with respect to the foreign
policy considerations bearing
on the questions at issue in

they are vyet untried and this litigation. After high-
new. "8 Moreover, “[t]o lighting the relevant Iegisla-
sustain  the application of tive history of NNPA,Z! |
Ithe]  statutory term[s], shall explain more fully how

[agency's] we need not find
that its construction is the
only reasonable one, or even

we deviate, first on the NNPA

AEA questions presen-

ted22 and then on the NEPA

that jt is the result we would issues.23

have reached had the question

arise in the first instance in FOOTNOTES
judicial proceedings.!19 Ra- 11. Only Commissioner Bradford

ther, our call as judges is to
honor the **venerable that the

was concemed that the law
required of NRC more work
than it had done,

construction of astatute by 12, | do not mean to undervalue
those charged with its execu- the work that NRC has done
tion should be followed un- under the auspices of coope-
less there are compel- rlati\;c P"’g;’g’ :"h g‘: Phil-
; y=ak i A 5 ppines, to com-
ling indications that it is mended for its participation
wrong. . .20 in these joint efforts, Never-
theless such programs do not
I am led to concurrence in relieve my fears about NRC's
affirnance  essentially by mmpr:l:_ﬂ;m ofl;statutor}'
: : responsibilities wi respect
fOfCC of {hESE lcachmgs. M)’ to the export lioensmg P-I()
view is that NRC's interpre- cess,
tation of its statutory respon- 13. See note 6 supra,
ry P 14. PNPP-1 is to be located on a

sibilities must prevail simply
because there is insufficient
cause to overtum it judicially,

flank of Mt. Natib, about five
miles away, and within ninety
miles of three other volca-

AUG. I1-13, 1982 * WE FORUM * 7

noes, Brief for Petitioners at
10. Petitioners point out that
“{a) 1978 1AEA [Internatio-
nal Atomic Energy Adminis-
tration] expert mission to the
Philippines stated that the
PNPP-1 site is unique to the
industry insofar as the risk
associated with nearby volca-
noes is concemed and conclu-
ded that the eruption of Mt.

Natib is a credible vent which
should be taken into account
in design.' " Brief for Peti-
tidners at 10-11 (footnote
omitted), quoting report of
the IAEA Satety Mission for a
Review of Certain Geological
and Geotechnical Aspects of
the Site and its Environ-
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Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE PROVINCIAL SHERIFF
Pasig, Metro Manila

File No, 82-2580

ALLIED BANKING CORPORATION,
Mortgagee/s,

— Versus —

MARY CHING, represented by her

Attomey-in-fact ANG KUN TI CHING,

JULING FURNITURE, rep. by

Sps. PEDRITO CASTILLO & JULITA CASTILLO,
Mortgagor/s.

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135 AS AMENDED
by Act 4118

NOTICE OF SHERIFI”'S SALE

WHEREAS, by virtue of the Deed of Real Estate Mortgage
duly executed and signed on April 28, 1980, by JULING FUR-
NITURE, rep. by Sps. Pedrito Castillo and Julita Castillo and
MARY CHING, rep. by Atty.in-fact ANG KUNG Tl CHING,
with postal address at ‘Rosario Pasig, MM & 14 San Leonardo
St., Capitol Subd,, Section 8, Bo. Pineda, Pasig, Metro Manila,
respectively hercinafter referred to as the Mortgagor/s, in favor
of ALLIED BANKING CORPORATION with principal office
and postal address at 6754 Ayala Ave., Makati, Metro Manilg
hereinafter referred to as the Mortgagee/s, the former mortgaged
to the latter, the following real estate property/ies, together with
all the buildings, and other improvements existing or which may
hereafter be erected or constructed thereon, more particularly
described as follows, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 19126
PROVINCE OF RIZAL

“A parcel of land (Lot 5-A of the subdivision plan
Psd-04-01477, being a portion of Lot §, described on plan
Pcs-04-D00149, LRC Rec. Nos, 33189 & N-33761), situated in
th Barrio of Rosario, Municipality of Pasig, Province of Metro
Manila, Bounded on the E., along lines 1-2-3 by property of
heirs of Filomeno Diaz (Lot. No. 4, N-72194), along line 3-5 by
property of Ambrocio Santistoban (Lot 43, Psu-94859); on the
S., along line 4-7 by property of heirs of Eulogio Redriguez
(Lot 1, Psu-72194); on the W., along line 7-8-9 by Lot 5-B of the
subdivision plan; on the N, along line 9-10 by property of Lean-
dra Mejia, et al (Psd-04-001476) Lot 4, Pcs-04-00149: and on the
E., along line 10-11-1 by proprty of Heirs of Filomeno Diaz (Lot
4, N-4847). Beginning at a point marked “1" on plan, being N.
77 deg. 20°E., 417,75 m. from BLLM 1, Bo. of Rosario, Mun. of
Pasig, Rizal; x x x to the point of beginning; X x X containing an

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that estate of the late LUISITO S,
VILLADOLID, who died intestate in the City of Manila on
May 1B, 1982, conssting of a Time Deposit In the umount
of P15,000.00 and & Savings Account of P2,569.11 both @
PNB Legarda Branch Sampaloc Manila has been extrs-judi-
clally settled by his heirs per Doc, No, 420, Page No, 84, Book
No, | Series of 1982 of Notary Public Romeo V. Abundo of
Manila,

WE Forum
July 28, Aug. 4 and 11, 1982

area of THREE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED THIRTY
FOUR (3,334) SQUARE METERS, more or less./.”

WHEREAS, the said Mortgagor/s executed the aforesaid mort-
gage contract/s to secure from the said Mortgagee/s, a loan in the
amount of ONE HUNDRED SIXTY SIX THOUSAND SIX
HUNDRED EIGHTY NINE & 27/100 (P166,689.27), Philippine
Currency;

WHEREAS, the terms and conditions of the said mortgage
contract have been violated due to the Mortgagor/s' failure to
pay the amount of indebtedness which as of July 15, 1982
amounts to FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR THOUSAND
FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY ONE and 35/100 PESOS ONLY
(P564 481.35), with interest and attorney's fees thereon, exclu-
sive of daily interest and expenses, penaltics charges plus all law-
ful fees and expenses, all secured by said mortgage.

NOW THEREFORE, by virtue of the power of attorney in-
serted in the Deed of Real Estate Mortgage, and upon the veri-
fied petition of the aforementioned Mortgagee/s, and in accord-
ance with the provisions of Act 3135, as amended, the Ex-Ofi-
cio Provincial Sheriff of Rizal, hereby announces to all parfies
concerned and to the public in general that on September 3,
1982 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, in
front of the Office of the Provincial Sheriff of Rizal, located at
the ground floor of the Hall of Justice Building, Provincial
Capitol Compound, Pasig, Metro-Manila, he or his duly author-
ized deputy, will sell at public auction to the highest bidder
and for CASH, in Philippine Currency, the above-described real
property/ies, together with all the buildings and other improve-
ments existing thereon, to satisfy the full amount of mortgage
indebtedness, plus interest, attorney’s fees, the lawful fees and
expenses plus all the necessary sheriff's fees and expenses inci-
dental to this foreclosure and sale,

This Notice of Sheriff's Sale shull be posted for a period of
twenty (20) days on three (3) public places in Pasig, Metro
Manila, where the property/ies is/are located and three (3
public places in Pasig, Metro-Manily, where the auction sale
shall take place and likewise a copy of this Notice shall be pub-
lished for the same period in the WE Forum, a newspaper of
general circulation in Metro-Manila and Rizal, and edited in
Metro Manila, once a week, for three (3) consecutive weeks, the
first publication to take place at least twenty (20) days before
the date of the auction sale,

Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined to inves-
tigate for themselves the titles of the above-described real pro-
perty/ies und encumbrances thereon, if any there be,

Pasig Metro Manila, August 6, 1982,

MAXIMO C. CONTRERAS
Officer-In-Ch arge
Office of the Provincial Sheriff of Rizal

PABLO L. 8Y
Deputy Sheriff Incharge
Copy furnished:

All concerned.

WE Forum
Aug. 11, 18 & 25, 1982

bitions of becoming presi-
dent speaks well of his
levelheadedness. He is not
the kind who shoots from
the hips; he is not a blind
partisan. He knows what’s
good for his superiors and
for his country. There
should be more men of his
type in the government.
LI L

It was my old friend
Fritz Marquardt, the senior
editor of The Arizona Re-
public, who told me the
last time | saw him, on
Oct. 11, 1980, that the
Philippines has a bad press
in the United States, Of
course, S.P. Lopez was
quick to add that it is the
Marcos Government, and
not the Philippines, that
has a bad press.

The Philippines is in-
deed taking a beating
today in the media, not
only in the United States
but also in France, Eng-
land, Australia, Germany
and the Scandinavian coun-
tries. With all the money
that is at the command
of government information
agencies, it is rather sur-
prising that this is so.
Maybe, what the Adminis-
tration really needs is a
change in its life style.
You cannot sell well what
is not good to sell, that's
elementary.

There is this column by
Rajul Singh, editor in
chief of the Indian Reader'’s
Digest and a former assist-
ant editor of The Times
of India, in the latest
Newsweek (Aug. 9, 1982),
for example, He asks this
question in his column:
“How could the American
government possibly have
supported such reactionary
and repressive leaders as
Chiang Kai-shek in China,
Syngman Rhee in Korea,
Ngo Dinh Diem in Viet-
nam, the colonels in Greece
and Ferdinand Marcos in
the  Philippines? When
Vice-President George
Bush toasted Marcos last
year for his ‘adherence to
democratic principle and
to the democratic pro-
cess,' many Indians won-
dered precisely what the
Reagan administration be-
lieves are ‘denocratic pro-
cesses.""

The way things are, it
appears to me that the
task of reversing foreign
public opinion about the
Philippines is a task fit
only for Sisyphus, Not a
very pleasant thought in-

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late Andres Mon-
tano was settled by his helr= as per Doc. No. 28 Page 6; Book |;
Series of 1982 of Notary Atty, EMMANUEL A, CELLAN
of Rizal,

WE Forum
Aug. 11, I8 & 25, 198

NOTICE OF EXTRA

JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hereby given that
the estate of the late ROSARIO
VDA, DE ANGELES was
settled by her heirs as per Doc,
Na, 316, Puage No, 65, Book
No. XXIX, Series of 1982 of
Notary Public CATALINO C
MANALAYSAY of Manila,
WE Forum .
Aug. 4,11 & 18, 1982

deed.

LB LN

When 1 wrote that
series on Negros being a
time bomb sometime ago,
a lot of people, particu-
larly residents of Negros,
said 1 was daydreaming.
They said it could not hap-
pen, not in Negros, which
had eamed a reputation
as the most peaceful prov-
ince in the Philippines. |
said the signs were there,
and it was just a matter
of time before things
would blow up. Of course,
they laughed.

Now, it's no longer a
laughing matter. A few
days ago, the papers
carried a story about a 30-
man armed band killing six
policemen and four civilian
hitch-hikers aboard a
police jeep in barangay
Agpangi, 10 kilometers
from the poblacion of Cala-
trava, 138 kilometers
north of Bacolod City.
The lone survivor was the
driver of the' police vehi-
cle, who is now in serious
condition at the San Car-
los city hospital.

Mecanwhile, Barangay
Alim residents in Hino-
baan, 200 kilometers

south of Bacolod, dug up
the remains of three sus-
pected members of the
New People’s Ammy, killed
in a 30-minute encounter
two weeks ago with a com-
bined team of police and

civilian home defense
forces.
Who was responsible

for the ambush of police-
men in Calatrava? It is a
group believed headed by
the PC renegade Sgt. Al-
berto Indac, who may
have teamed up with four
armed bands operating in
the hinterlands of Toboso,
Escalante, Calatrava and
Sagay .

According to the news
dispatch from Bacolod,
the ambuscade may have
been staged in retalia-
tion against the govern-
ment’s crackdown on the
ambushers, which had re-
sulted in five killed and 18
captured, following the
discovery of 21 murders
purportedly  perpetrated
by the groups, now headed
by the notorious Indac,

Sgt. Indac is the Sgt.
George Presquito  of
northem Negros. Those
who have read my series
on Negros will recall the
story of Presquito, the
mad  killer of southem
Negros. In a recent column
(“Like raiding an ice box,”
WE, July 24-27, 1982), I
published the letter of law-
yer Rodolfo L. Mahilum,
associate editor of The
Weekly Splash of San Car-
los City (Negros Occiden-
tal), It was all about this
Indac, who is now giving
Col. Francisco Agudon,

the biggest headache of his
entire military career,
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ment for the PNPP-1, at (1971).
7 July 1978, . 18. Power Reactor Dev. Co, v.
15.The 1978 IAEA Mission con- Electrical Workers  Int'l

cluded that the danger of
earthquakes to PNPP-1 merit-
ed further investigation and
analysis,

16. 42 U.S.C. & 2)33(d) (1976).

17.See e.g., Griggsv. Duke
Power Co., 401 U.S. 424,
433434, 91 S.Ct. 849, 854-
B55, 28 L.Ed. 2d 158. 165-

Union, 367 U.S. 396, 408,
8.Ct. 1529, 1535, 6 L.Ed.2d
924, 932(1961), quoting
Norwegian Nitrogen Prods. Co.
v. United States, 288 U.S.
294, 315, 53 5.Ct. 350, 358,
77 L.Ed. 796, 807 (1933), in
wrm quoted in Udall v, Tall-

man, supra note 17, 380 U.S.

We did

From page 1

R. Cruz, Recom V Comman-
der.

The alleged ‘‘surrender”
and oath-taking of the 36
“members of the NPA)”
branded as a “‘grand palabas™
by a Legaspi-based newspaper,
Saligsig, was bannered by al-
most all the newspapers and
broadcast by radio stations,
in Legaspi City.

According to the clergy,
the “‘surrender” was over-
publicized they decided to
form a fact-finding team last
July 26 to check on the
veracity of the news.

The investigating team,
led by Frs. Pedro Arana and
Conrado Beloso and Sr. Bar-
bara Magdaraog, interviewed
14 of the “surrenderees™ in
Barangay Bayandong, and
found out that the 14, all
plain farmers, “never knew of
the surrender until media re-
ported it.”

The 14, interviewed by the
team at the residence of Ba-
yandong Barangay Captain
Joaquin Belza, claimed that

they went to the municipal

hall July 22 on “invitation™

of the station commander.

According to the 14, three
men from Libon, also from
this province, arrived at their
barangay on June 3 and con-
ducted teach-ins. The farmers
were later invited .to a meet-
ing, allegedly to assist them in
procuring fertilizers and im-
proving their agricultural
know-how.

After meeting with the
farmers for about two hours,
the three men identified
themselves as NPA members.
They then asked for the
names of the farmers who re-
fused for fear of being impli-
cated in case the three are
arrested.

The farmers were given
aliases before the trio left.
The trio promised that they
waoiuld be "coming back as
they still have to explain
more things to the farmers.
(A Saligsig report said the

at 16, 95 S5.Ct, at 801, 13
L.Ed2d at 625.

19. Unemployment Compensa-
fion Comm'n v. Aragon, 329
U.S. 143, 153, 67 S.Ct. 245,
250, 91 L.Ed 136, 145
(1946), quoted in Udall v, Tall-
man, supra note 17, 380 U.S.
at 16, 85 S.Ct. at 801, 13
L.Ed.2d at 625.

20. Red Lion Broadcasting Co. v,
FCC, 395 U.S. 367, 381, 89
8.Ct. 1794, 1802, 23 L.Ed.2d
371, 384 (1969( (footnote
omitted).

An additional reason for

deference to NRC here is that'

the agency is required to keep
Congress fully informed of its
policies.

21. Part Il Infra.
22.Part 11 infra.
33.Past IV infra.

To be continued

farmers rejected further invi-
tations of the three.)

The three never came back.

The three NPAs, it tumed
out, were captured by the
combined elements of the PC
and the Bacacay police in Ba-
rangay Hindi, Bacacay, Albay,
on June 19. Seized were a
hand grenade, a .22 caliber
revolver, seven rounds of
ammunition and subversive
documents. A list of new re-
cruits was also found in their
possession.

The three NPAs, identified
by the military as Francisco
Leonor, Elvis Oroza and Vale-
rio Pelonio, were reportedly
arrested while in the resi-
dence of one Crispin Berdin.

The farmers were then
invited by Bacacay’s station
commander at the police
headquarters July 21 to an
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“important conference,” but
this, according to the far-
mers, did not materialize. The
station commander himself
went to Bayandong, allegedly
to spare them from the
trouble of going to the pob-
lacion. The farmers were
asked to retum the next day
for an investigation.

On July 22, at the munici-
pal hall, instead of conduc-
ting an investigation, the mili-
tary merely read the aliases
to trace their real identities,
the farmers said. It was then
that the alleged “‘surrender”
took place.

According to the farmers,
Cruz told them that it was
not really a surrender, but
rather a “balik-loob.” He re-
portedly assured them of
military and govemment sup-
port. The “surrenderees”
were promised a KKK loan of
P3,000 each, said the farmers,

They also said they-were
made to sign documents
which they did not fully
understand, including a blank
piece of paper. They were not
given a copy of the manifes-
tos signed, the farmers added.

The clergy, who are still
investigating the cases of the

Another

From page 1

pointed out in the statement.
He added that the state-
ments of the President reveal-
ed the desperate situation in
which he (Marcos) apparently
finds himself now, for they
were the angry words of a
person who had lost his
“cool” because he had lost
the support of the people.
“He now realizes his
repressive regime has never
been accepted by the Filipino
nation and that his excesses
and shortcomings have only
deepened popular indignation
against him,” Laurel added.
During a press conference
last August 6, Laurel insisted
that the President step down
from office and give way to
a caretaker government which
the Opposition leader des-
cribed as a first step in restor-
ing political normaley in the
country.
He also told media that

other *‘surrenderees,”” are
reportedly now fearing that
the 14 farmers “might be sub-
jected to reprisal by the mili-
tary.“

British Admiralty.
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the UNIDO will pressure the
President into accepting their
proposal through strikes and
demonstrations in key centers
of the country.

Reiterating this proposal,
Laurel said:

“The solution to the wor-
sening situation of our coun-
try is not the further suppres-
sion of our liberties but the
retirement of Mr. Marcos and
the organization of a care-
taker govemment that will
have the support and respect
of the people.”

In lashing out at his critics,
the president said military
intelligence had identified
some of the leaders of the
plot and if this plot is finally
confirmed, ‘“‘then we will
have to take preemptive
action.”

“l understand some of my
friends in the political oppo-
sition are part of the conspi-
racy,” the President added.

Dubbed “Operation Sky-
lark,” the President said the
report  indicated that the
nationwide strike and terror-
ism may be carried out on his
birthday on September 11, or
September 21, Martial law
declaration anniversary, or
during his state visit to the
United States sometime that
month.

At the same time, the Pre-
sident also expressed the be-
lief that there is an orches-
trated attempt to downgrade
the military and *‘even the
political opposition now is
engaged in trying to down-
grade the military.”

He singled out the alle-
ged Sumoroy massacre which,

he said, the Opposition is
insisting had taken place.
During an  on-the-spot

investigation of the alleged
massacre, it was found out
to be a hoax although there
were reports of deaths in en-
counters,

Mr. Marcos also lashed out
at the British Broadcasting
Corp. (BBC) television net-
work for misleading him into
believing that it was going to
broadcast the accomplish-
ments of the New Society.

“Instead, they went over
to former Sen. Jose W, Diok-
no and also to Horacio Mo
rales and Fr.Balweg, who was
pictured in fatigue uniform,”
the President said.

He said he considered it
shameless and dishonorable
for a Filipino to allow himsel{
to be used by foreigners to
smear the name and honor of
his own country.

In his press conference,
Laurel told the media that
the establishment of this tran-
sition government, which will
have a life span of one year,
is the only remaining solu-
tion to the multifarious prob-
lems facing the country,

“If the President rejects
this, then we should expect
a military takeover or
chaos,” Laurel emphasized.
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