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RP DOCTORS IN CAHOOTS

Killer
drugs

Detainees
appeal to

Justices

Relatives of 19 political
detainees, arrested by the
military from Feb. 26 to
March 1 this year, have
appealed to the Supreme
Court, through Chief Justice
Enrique Fernando, to “lend a
sympathetic ear” to the glain-
tive cries of the detainees,
who, in a joint statement to
the public, denounced the
New Republic as “a hoax”
and normalization as “a tat-
tered shroud.”

The relatives filed a peti-
tion for a writ of habeas cor-
pus March 16. But the case
has not been resolved by the
High Court,

The detainees are Rogelio
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A well-entrenched international
syndicate, conspiring with some
Filipino doctors, has been smuggling
into the country dangerous drugs
that have been banned in the United
States and Western Europe, posing
grave danger on the health and life

of Filipinos.

The syndicate, it was
gathered, has networks of
agents who help the ring’s
members by facilitating the
entry of the drugs into the
country,

Nobody can exactly say
how the syndicate can man-
age to pursue their nefarious
activities  without  being
caught. Bui sources said th.
syndicate pay off or buys ou;
some people so they can pass
through the Customs areas

unmolested.

It was also gathered that
some
companies in the US and Wes-
tern Europe are bribing Fili-
pino doctors to purchase
drugs that have been banned
in the Western countries.

The dumping of banned
drugs in the Philippines was

drug  manufacturing

Copyright, 1982 by Ernesto R. Rodriguez, Jr,

The Bad Guerrillas
of Northern Luzon

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR. ——

Chapter XIV
The Jury Sentences Borjal to Death

On March 22, 1945, the trial of Mayor Arsenio Borjal was

commenced.

Lino Bernos acted as his counsel, Later, upon request of
Borjal’s sister, Mrs, Felicitas Torrijos, Atty. Jovito Barreras (at
the time of his death nine years ago, he was the Commission
on Election’s law enforcement officer) also entered his
appearance as counsel for the defendant. In the course of the
hearing, Barreras noticed that the jurors were obviously pre-

judiced against Borjal and the proceedings mainly irregular.

Mayor Beronilla never missed any of the hearings and he
spent most of his time coaching the members of the jury or
otherwise influencing them in their decisions. On the other
hand, Attorney Barreras was not even furnished a copy of the
list of witnesses for the prosecution. The presiding judge was
not a lawyer; inadmissible evidence were admitted during the

trial and the rulings on objections were plainly arbitrary.

Questions propounded by the defense counsel in the cross-
examination were abruptly cut short, and during the recess
Page 6, please

also revealed by  Mil-
ton Silverman, a pharma-
cologist and former science
editor for the San Francisco
Chronicle, with co-authors
Philip R. Lee and Mia Lydec-
ker in their book “Prescrip-
tions for Death: The Drug-
ging of the Third World™

3

published by the University
of California Press and sched-
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A young mother, Cecilia Benosa, with her
one-and-a-half-year-old son, recounts how her
busband, Rodolfo Benosa, was picked up
during the renewed military arvest February
and March this year. The husband is one of 19
political detainees enlisting the help of the
public for their release. Mrs, Benosa and rela-

Two big organizations
have asked the Supreme Court
to reconsider its decision lift-
ing the restraining order
clamped on the bid of the
Manila Electric Company
(Meralco) to increase its rates
at an average of three centavos
per kilowatt hour.

The petition, docketed as

G.R. No. 59165, was filed _

r -

Hearings at the CFI court rooms at the
Manila City Hall go on despite leaking roofs.
The ceilings were destroyed when a fire gutted
a good portion of the building early this year.

Power rates hike hit

By TEDDY B. CECILIO
WE Forum News Editor

by the Concemed Women of
the Philippines and the Kilu-
san ng mga Mamimili ng
Pilipinas, Inc. through coun-
sel Mary Concepcion Bautista,

In its decision, the High
Court lifted the restraining
order issued last Feb. 2, 1982

4
ol

since “whatever defects in
due process that attended the
grant of the provisional in-
crease has been remedied by
the hearings now being con-
ducted by the Board of
Energy."”

The petitioners claimed
that the board is not in a
position as yet to determine

Page 2, please

WE Forum photographer Mon Santos took
this photo during a trial at the sala of Judge
Herminio C. Mariano, who had to use umbrel-
la just to get through with the proceedings.

Economist predicts

U.S.-backed junta after FM

A Filipino economist said
June 29 an outright military
regime or a military-backed
civilian junta of U.S.-oriented
politicians and technocrats
would likely replace the pre-
sent ‘“civilian dictatorship
regime of President Marcos.”

Ecoromist Alejandro Li-
chauco brought up the two

All ancient reli-
gions provided a
basis for female
inferiority in Asia.
LA N
Son of Polangui,
| Albay mayor, five
others accused of |
| rape by Iﬁ-yenr-old|
| girl.

on this page.

political scenarios before the
convention of the National
Secretariat for Social Action,
Justice and Peace by point-
ing out that the present
regime was “fast outliving its
utility.”

Lichauco said either of the
two alternatives would serve
the economic interests of the

United States and the Inter-
national Monetary Fund-
World Bank (IMF-WB) group
which, he said, had kept the
Philippines an ‘*‘open eco-
nomy” for its exports and
source of raw materials,

He attributed what he
called “‘the powerlessness of
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UP Collegian ed

fires 12

Twelve Philippine Col-
legian staff members, includ-
ing two managing editors,
were forced to resign by their
editor-inchief for alleged
“serious betrayal of confi-
dence.”

The Collegian, official pub-
lication of the University of
the Philippines, is known for
its militant stand, particularly

Vg ":
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tives of other detainees went to the Christ the
King auditorium in Quezon City July 2 to tell
their stories. Others in photo are (from left)
Sister Christine Tan, Sister Mariani Diwaronan
and Mrs. Paula Malay. Story in Column One

Phote by Mon Santos,

statfers

On issues conceming press
freedom, injustice and martial
law.

Those ousted from the
staff were Marichu Lambino,
managing editor; Bertrand
Quesada, news editor; Ibarra
Mateo, sports editor; Ma. Ana
Mariano, assistant news editor;
and staffwriters Patricia Azar-

Page 7, please

Philippines
to become
51st State ?

There's a move in San
Francisco, California 1o make
the Philippines the 51st state
of the United States, accord-
ing to the Philippine News
published in South San Fran-
Cisco.

H. Jackson Zinn, who is
married to a Filipina, said
that a committee, composed
primarily of non-Filipinos,
has been in contact with a
parallel group in the Philip-
pines, headed by Assembly-
man Bartolome Cabangbang.

He said that the commit-
tee sees the Philippine state-

hood as the best means of
Page 2, please
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Bulacan lawyers to help
five PC killing victims

MALOLOS, Bulacan -
From 20 to.25 lawyers will
meet in the town of Bulacan
July 10 to map out plans to
help the relatives of five
voung persons, one of them
a 20-year-old woman, who
were killed by elements of
the 175th PC Co. in San
Rafael town before midnight
of June 21.

The lawyers, according to
former Rep. Rogaciano Mer-
cado, are members of the
Bulacan Lawyers for Human
Rights, a newly-organized
group dedicated to the de-
fense of the people’s rights
and freedom.. Mercado him-
self is a member of the
group.

The five persons — Renato
Manimbo, 26, single, of Ana-
tarn, San [ldefonso; Constan-
tino Medina, 25, single, Sag-
rada Familia; Edwin Bor-
longan, 20, single, Atlag, Ma-
lolos; Teresita Llorente, 20,

single, Libtong, Meycauayan;
and Danilo Aguirre, 28, single,
Bangkal, Meycauvayan, all of
this province — were k.led
allegedly in an encounter
with members of the 175th
PC Co. stationed in San
Rafael.

But relatives of the victims
and some witnesses said thev
were massacred after they
had been arrested during a
raid in a house in Balatong,
Pulilan, or some 20 kilo-
meters from the scene of the
killing.

Inconsistency of theé de-
tails surrounding the killing
of the five persons will be one
of the topics to be discussed
by the lawyers in their meet-
ing, to be held-at the house of
Sixto Antonio, Mercado told
WE Forum.

To strengthen out things,
Mercado said, the lawyers
may also call for the exhuma-
tion of the bodies for autopsy.

The autopsy, he added, would
determine how the five per-
sons were killed — whether
in an encounter or in a mas-
sacre.

Two of the bodies — those
of Manimbo and Borlongan
— had been buried by their
relatives in their respective
towns. The three others, how-
ever, were still in the posses-
sion of the 175th PC Co.

The victims’ relatives said
the PC would not want to
release the bodies. They
added that they had been
informed the 175th PC Co.
buried the bodies somewhere
in San Rafael.

Besides the lawyers’ group,
the Task Force Detainees and
the Social Action Office of
the Catholic Church have
been helping the relatives of
the victims.

Early this week, the two
groups were assisting the rela-
tives to retrieve the bodies
from the PC.

Detainees
From page 1

C. Aberca, Nestor R. Bodino,
Belen Diaz Flores, Manuel
Mario Guzman, Edwin O.
Lopez, Violeta Marasigan,
Joseph V. Olayer, Marco G.
Palo, Benjamin R. Sesgundo,
Rodolfo G. Benosa, Noel M.

. Etabag, Danilo M. de la
Fuente, Alan V. Jazmines,
Alfredo L. Mansos, Alex B.
Marcelino, Charlie R. Palma,
Rolando L. Salutin, Arturo
G. Tabara and Edwin A.
Tulakian.

They had four other com-
panions, all of them women.
But the four had been released
following a one-week fast “to
dramatize the issue of torture
as well as illegal arrest and
continued unjust detention.”

The detainces claim that
they were arrested without
any warrant of arrest and
*“for several days were denied
our rights to legal counsel
and even visits by our loved
ones.”

In their statement, they
also said that they were tor-
tured by their captors. Ac-
cording to them, one of their
companions, Marco Polo, col-
lapsed “‘from heavy torture”
and *had to be hospitalized
for 23 days at the AFP Medi-
cal Center,”

The relatives, in their let-
ter to Fernando June 22,
menlioned about the torture,
and thanked the Chief Justice
for having “directed a medi-
cal examination of the
detainees.”

A team of three doctors
(the Chief of Clinics of the
Supreme Court, Dr. Varona;
Dr. Reccio, who was com-
missioned by the relatives’
legal counsel; and an AFP
doctor) conducted on March
13 at the AFP Medical Center
a medical checkup on the
detainees to determine the
traces of torture.

However, the relatives
have not been given a copy of
the medical certificates from
the Supreme Court.

But their lawyers re-
portedly have seen the medi-
cal certificates that attest to
the occurrence of torture in
many cases,

Killer

From page 1

uled for release next month.
Although the authors did
not name the drug manu-
facturing firms and the Fili-
pino doctors, they said that
this form of illegal traffick-
ing “has led to hundreds of
thousands of deaths in the
developing countries,” in-
cluding the Philippiges.
According to Silverman,
a drug manufacturing firm
would “invite” a Filipino

The relatives implored
the Justices, through Fer-
nando, ‘“‘to place appropriate
value to this medical finding/
report — whatever may be the
countervailing legal or tech-
nical arguments put forward
by the government to have
the report disregarded.”

Apart from the habeas
corpus petition, the relatives
also have asked the High
Court to grant bail for the
provisional liberty of the de-
tainees.

They said: “Why must
the government continue to
deny this right as well as ha-
beas corpus to certain persons
and not to others even as il
avows to pursue ‘full nor-
malization’?”

In their minieographed
joint statement, a copy of
which was furnished WE
Forum, the detainees la-
mented that “the oppression
and repression of the people
have not abated” despite
the proclamation of the
“New Republic” one year
ago last June 30.

“On the contrary,” said
the detainees, ‘‘these have
been intensified by the ex-
panding and worsening mili-
tarization of the country-
side.”

According to them, they
“are the living evidence that
no ‘normalization’ is taking
place and that the ‘New Re-
public* is no different from
the ‘New Society’ whose
stink and corruption cannot
be deodorized by any means.”

Except the women -
Belen Flores and Violeta
Marasigan, who are at the
Camp Crame stockade — the
detainees are in Bicutan, Ta-
guig, Metro Manila,

doctor to give the num-
ber of his bank account to
the company so that an
appropriate check “in four
digits™ could be deposited
automatically *‘at regular
intervals.”

He said that the checks
from drug manufacturing
firms assure the physician
will purchase drugs that have
been banned.

The most common of the
four practices that make up
the “double standard™ of
drug marketing between in-
dustrialized and developing
countries is the “dumping”
of drugs that are not allowed
to be sold in the industrialized
nations into the Third World
countries because they are
unsafe, ineffective or both.

According to Silverman,
in 1980 he saw the drug
dipyrone being marketed in
the Philippines. Dipyrone was
once used prominently in the
U.S. and Europe for the treat-
ment of headaches, but was
banned later in most Western
nations because it was found
to be unsafe.

Chlorophenicol, he said,
is also being marketed in the
Philippines under different
brand names which Silver-
man said was 4 “more £2rious
practice.”

Silverman said that those
drugs are good, effective and
relatively safe and effectively
used.” But in the Third World
countries, they are grossly
mislabeled, “their effects are
widely exaggerated, their
claims cannot be substan-
tiated and their dangers are
glossed over or minimized,”
he added.

According to Silverman,
chlorophenicol is an “‘excep-
tionally useful drug” in the
U.S. and Europe as it is used
for the treatment of life-
threatening  diseases  like
typhoid fever and other rare
diseases. But in the Philip-
pines it is being advertised
and marketed for the cure

and treatment of scarcely life-

threatening diseases like ton-

silities, bronchitis or influen-

za, he said.
Silverman

also  observed

BULACAN KILLING

Relatives of four young men and a woman,
believed massacred in San Rafael, Bulacan,
June 21, meet their supporters at the Social
Action Office of the Catholic Church in
Malolos, Bulacan, June 29. In photo facing
camera are Weng L. Gaspar, 21, sister of
victim Teresita Llorente, 20; Juanito Medina,
24, first cousin of Constantino Medina, 25;

Romeo Aguirre, 29, and Leonora Aguirre,
32, brother and sister of Danilo Aguirre, 28;
Bishop Cirilo Almario, former Rep. Roga-
ciano Mercado and Father Ed. Villacoxte.
Representatives of Task Force Detainces
were to meet in the afternoon of June 29 the
relatives of other victims — Edwin Borlongan,
20, and Renato Manimbo, 26.

Power
From page 1

the merits of the rate increase
application since the hearing
has not been terminated and
oppositors have still to ques-
tion some witnesses presented
by Meralco.

In lifting its restraining
order and allowing Meralco to
provisionally charge the new
rates, the petitioners said the
High Court has virtually de-
nied them of procedural due
process and rendered the hear-
ings being conducted by the
energy board “farcical, moot
and academic.”

The Court, in its decision,
voted 104 in favor of lifting
the restraining order. Those
who dissented were Senior
Associate Justice Claudio
Teehankee and Associate Jus-
tices  Antonio  Barredo,
Vicente Abad Santos and
Lorenzo Relova,

In the same petition, the
two groups pointed out
after a careful and diligent
study of the evidences pre-
sented by Meralco, they
tound out that the company
should not be granted the
rate increase since it “has
sufficient sources of funds,
including substantial money
market placements and in-
vestments, surplus  from
inflationary depreciation, as

that one practice particularly
prevalent in the Philippines
is the use of tonics — a com-
bination of several ingredients
(sex hormones, six to 15
vitamins, minerals, amino
acids, genseng, royal bee jelly,
arsenic and others) — all in
one pill and marketed with
“outrageous claims.”

He said most of the tonics
in the Philippines are manu-
factured by local companies.

Silverman also cited what
he called *luxury drugs.” In
poorer countries where doc-
tors and health officials are
concerned with food and
nutrition, the people are
spending large amounts of
money for such things as the
injection of multi-vitamins.

The drugs are sold to the
Third World countries through
bribery of medical and gov-
emment officials with little
restrictions,

Livestock project
in RP boosted

The International Fund
for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) and the Philippines
signed in Rome last month
a loan agreement for approxi-
mately $8 million to help
develop livestock and dairy
production in favor of small-
holders.

The agreement was signed
by IFAD President Abdel-
mushin M. Al-Sudeary and
the Charge d'Affaires of the
Embassy of the Philippines
in Italy, Alicia C. Ramos.
The IFAD loan is repayable
in 20 years, including a grace
period of five years with an
interest rate of 4 percent per
annum.

The project, located in six
provinces of Southem Luzon
and Northern Mindanao, will
enable 34000 smallholder
families to purchase cattle on

well as franchise and tax
savings specifically decreed to
be given back to customers
by way of reduced billings,
aside from electricity sales
and the purchased power
adjustment collections.”

“The accumulated provi-
sion for depreciation should
be the legal source of funds
for repair and expansion,”
the petitioners stressed.

An audit of the Meralco
books for 1980 showed that
the accumulated provision for
depreciation  has  ulready
reached P1.8 billion while its
surplus from the revaluation
of the utility plant amounts to
more than Pl billion, accord-
ing to the petition.

The petitioners also in-
formed the High Court that
Meralco has circumvented its
temporary restraining order
by getting the board to
approve, ex-parte and with-
oul notice to the public, a
new purchased power adjust-
ment formula which resulted
in increased monthly billings.

They said that since the

issuance of the restraining
order, purchased power
adjustment climbed up to

5349 centavos per kilowatl
hour, representing 0435 cen-

credit for backyard milk pro-
duction and cattle fattening.
The project also includes pro-
grams for the improvement
of cattle, water buffalo and
goat herds, the breeding of
dairy stock, the establish-
ment of improved marketing
infrastructures and increased
institutional support to the
small-farm sector,

The project will be imple-
mented over six years. At full
development, farm incomes
are expected to almost triple.
Milk production will increase
by 150 percent and meat by
S percent in the project
area.

The total cost of the pro-
ject, co-financed with the
Asian  Development Bank,
will amount to $22 million.

Philippines

From page 1

a guarantee of civil liberties
for the Filipino people,

One of thke advantages
of statehood cited by the
committee would be “free”
transportation — no require-
ments for passports and visas

beiween the US and the
Philippines, Zinn said.

He also said US military
bases would be guaranteed
permanently if the Philip-
pines were a state, agricul-
tural and mineral resources
could be better developed
and US businesses would be
more likely to invest in the
country/state.

“With the advances in
transportation and commu-
nication, the distance bet-
ween the US and Philippines
is not a problem,” Zinn also
said,

He added that the Philip-
pine culture and predomi-
nance of the English language
in the Philippines makes the
Philippines a likely candi-
date for statehood.,

than the file
4614 centavos now being
charged by the National
Power Corporation for pur-
chased power.

favos more




Asia contains hundreds of
millions of women, spread
over millions of square miles,
divided among many nations
and political systems and dis-
tinguished by deeply embed-
ded religious traditions. Is it
any wonder that it is almost
impossible to make generali-
zations about ‘*‘the Asian
women?” Nevertheless, there
is one fairly sage historical

Reprinted from Balai Asian Journal,

PART I

generalization to be made and
that is that women have been
raised to be obedient, passive,
and subservient to men. All
ancient religions provided a
basis for female inferiority
which has been further

4
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strengthened by social, eco-
nomic, and political factors
to produce probably the most
oppressed women in the
world.

Women did not always
have an inferior status to
men. In primitive communi-
ties men and women tended
to be viewed as equal since
both had vital economic roles
to play in supporting their
families and communities.
There are even instances of
matrilineal and matriarchal
societies in Malaysia, Java,
the Philippines, and India.
Subjugation of women did
not begin until the advent of
the religions and became
more intense as the centuries
rolled on.

Hindu Subjugation

Hinduism, which domi-
nates India today, regressed
from a much more egalitarian
status for women to an apex
of subjugation around 700
AD. when “suttee” — the

ation of priests

1s okay with Vatican

Indonesia and the Vatican
are enjoying a smooth rela-
tion despite the latter’s worry
that the Indonesianization of
the Catholic priests and other
missionaries on East Timor
would affect missionary work
in Indonesia. This was stress-
ed by Foreign Minister Moch-
tar Kusumaatmadja to Dr.
Antonio Jerkov of the Rela-
zione Religionese Press Agen-
cy in Vatican,

According to the Foreign
Minister, although it is the ul-

timate aim of his government
to “Indonesianize” the priest-
hood, they will be implement-
ing it in a gradual manner.
The purpose, he said, is quite
understandable as it would
bring faith closer to the

people. ““It will no longer be
seen as something which is
brought by foreigners and I
think it is in line with the
Vatican policy,” he said.
Mochtar made it clear that
“what we are doing is to do
away with the remnants of
the anachronism left behind

The World

WORLD NEWS FOLIO

Vaccine vs. hepatitis

PEKING (AFP) — Chinese scientists have developed a vaccine against
serum hepatitism, which is particularly widespread in Asia, the New
China News Agency reporied. The vaccine, the agency said, had been
develpped by the Shanghai Biological Rescarch Institute for immuni-
zation against serum hepatitis, otherwise known as hepatitis-B,

Solar spectacle in Java

JAKARTA (AFP) — Next year's solar eclipse over Java is expected to
be watched there by 250,000 people and a tent city will be built at
Cepu City to accommodate them, according to Endang Sulbi, chief of
the committee which is organizing arrangements for visitors. The rare
event will occur June 11, 1983, darkening about half of the whole of

Java around noon.

Barred for the 5th time

JOHANNESBURG (AFP) — Albertina Sisulu, 64-year-old wife of jailed
Black African nationalist leader Walter Sisulu, was served with a “ban-
ning order™ for the fifth time since 1963, barring her from public meet-
ings and subjecting her to police checks. The first woman ever to be
imprisoned under South Africa’s Security Legislation, she was briefly
arrested after a memorial service for a dead Black trade unlen leader.

Acute water shortage

NEW DELHI (AFP) — An acute snortage of drinking water has hit at
least 1,500 villages across the Northwestern India desert state of Rajas-
than, the Press Trust of India reported. The critical water supply posi-
tion has been caused by the severe drought that has stayed with the
state for the fifth year running. Some 20 million people, besides about
27 million heads of cattle in the state have been affected.

by the colonial era. This was
fully understood by the Vati-
can and it was understood by
the clergy concerned.” Instead
of pulling out of Indonesia,
most of the clergymen have
opted to become citizens.

No more
sickly
babies ?

MELBOURNE - Doctors
here believe that they have
achieved a world break-
through in fertility drug treat-
ment, enabling the control of
multiple births and ensuring
more healthy children for
women using fertility drugs.

Dr. David Hurley of the
Medical Resezich Center of
Prince Henry's Hospital, Mel-
bourne, who played a major
part in developing the device,
said it had already been suc-
cessful with the first three
women who had tried it.

According to the doctor, a
simple infusion pump is worn
by the women, and a labora-
tory-made hormone, GN RH
is fed intu the body through a
tube in the skin.

This hormone then sets off
a chain reaction of signals
from the hypothalamus in the
brain to the pituitary gland,
which in turn signals the cor-
rect reproductive messages to
the ovaries,

Why the Asian female subjugation

practice of burning widows
on their husbands' pyre —
was considered a religious
duty. In the Vedic period
(1500 BC — 500 AD) a great
deal of freedom was attribu-
ted to religious causes. Mai-
dens and bachelors were not
admitted to heaven and the
gods accepted no oblations
from the unmarried. A wife
was necessary and therefore
esteemed for the performance
of religious rituals. To pre-
pare her for her role, she was
initiated at the age of nine or
ten and subsequently educa-
ted for six years. Marriages
did not take place until the

age of 16 or 17 when an

educated and relatively
mature young woman had
much more say in the choice
of her partner.

Women also had a role to
play in agriculture and manu-
facturing as the people were
frequently mobilized for war
However, as society became
more settled, the economic
need for women’s labor
diminished. Marriage was
declared a substitute for reli-
gious initiation and conse-
quently could take place at
the age of nine or ten. With-
out education and with re-
duced religious and economic
functions, women ceased to
play arole in decision-making.
Remarriage for women was
banned around 500 AD be-
cause women were deemed
married forever. Seclusion
and veiling of women did not
become the common practice
until the invasion of Islam
several centuries later.

To be continued

Teasing
banned

—

NEW DELHI India’'s
Education Ministry has order-
ed a ban on ragging, the con-
troversial practice of teasing
freshman students that is
widely prevalent in institu-
tions of higher learning across
this country,

According to a detailed
ten-point guideline issued by
the Ministry, students in-
dulging in the practice, a
British  legacy, would be
summarily expelled from the
institution or university,

The decision Lo impose &
ban follows severe criticism in
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Ethnic weddings

By HONOR BLANCO CABIE

Strange courtship and
wedding customs live on in
multi-ethnic Philippines,
Southeast Asia’s only predo-
minantly Christian country.

Some of these customs are
steeped in ritual and folklore,
particularly among the Ifu-
gaos in the northern moun-
tains.

In the traditional wedding
for lakeshore people in the
country’s far Lanao Del Sur
Province, the bride hides her-
self while her marriage is
solemnized by a local priest
called Imam,

In the tobacco-growing
llocos region, a home-spun
highlight is the marathon
wedding dance, where money
is doled out by relatives and
pinned on the clothes of the
newly married couple.

In Bulacan province, just
north of this capital city, the
farm-based residents have a
similar tradition of gift-giving
they call tumbasan, where
both sides of the couples’
relatives match each other’s
generosity.

Near the centuries-old rice
terraces in the deep north, an
interesting aspect in the
courtship and wedding drama
among [fugaos remains.

The ceremony begins the
moment the boy and the girl
meet, either on the narrow

mountain foot trails or during
festivals. Glances are ex-
changed, with the boy dan
cing as close as possible to
the girl or joining in a group
or chant singing.

Careful but shy conversa-
tion is carried on with the
exchange of betel nuts and
lime, which the girl usually
carries in a tube inside a
rattan pouch or hip bag,.

This is almost similar to
the practice in Lanao del Sur
where, after several visits, the
girl may entertain the boy and
offer him cigarettes or betel
preparation in the presence of
relatives.

But what makes the court-
ship among many people of
Lanao del Sur unique is the
hide-and-seek aspect during
the traditional wedding.

In fact, during the first
visit of the boy, the girl, ex-
pected to be shy with the boy
has to retreat to her room
called bilik,

In some villages in the
area, 840 kilometers (525
miles) south of Manila, fami-
lies do not allow their daugh-
ters to meet with her man
until he has given a token fee
for opening the bilik, But this
may be waived, provided he
can convince her family of his
sincerity.

£

= Pollution control

at sources urged

BANGKOK — Severe envi-
ronmental damage has been
caused in and around indus-
trial development areas in
Asia and the Pacific region
and the only solution is to
control wastes at their source,
a Senior United Nations offi-
cer said here,

The chief of the U.N,
Economic and Social Com-
mission for Asia and the
Pacific’s (ESCAP’s) environ-
mental coordinating unit,
Kazi Jalal, said that pollution
could be controlled through
application of low-waste tech-
nology.

tne press and public resent-

ment of the controversial
British-inspired practice.

A 17-year-old freshman
medical  siudent, Ganesh
Babu, was driven to his death
bv sustained and perverse
ragging. In his last letter he
wrote his father, Babu had

appealed for'maximum publi-
cily to his case so that others
could be saved from such tor-
fure,

This would include the re-
cycling and reuse of waste
through appropriate trest-
ment before such materials
are released into the environ-
ment, he said,

Speaking to about 30 re-
presentatives from 14 coun-
tries on the opening day of a
fiveday session on methods
and costs of industrial pollu-
tion control, Jalal said effi-
cient methods for waste treat-
ment have been introduced to
date to control pollution in
the region.

He said the methods in-
clude the “formulation of
environmental protection
legislation and environmental
quality standards, as well as
the establishment of an
appropriate institutional
framework to enforce them.”

However, he said, indus-
trial pollution control is
creating some problems be-
cause of its sophistication and
high cost. It increases the cost
of products and affects their
competitiveness  in the
market,
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Editorial

Banned drugs and doctors

We have heard so maony accusations against local

One such accusation

which has been per-

sistent, s the excessive fees that they coliect from
their patients, Somehow, however, the doctors have
weathered the accusations

But one indictment that they might have dirficuly
excusing themselves from is their “purchase’ of drugs
that are banned in the United States and Western
Europe. That is. if the indictment is true. (See main
story, Poge 1))

At least in their charging high rates, the doctors
help the people ease their pain, Or. even save them
therr lives and prolong their stay here on earth. I

their purchase ol banned drogs. however, the doctors

helpy Kill the

For the drues that they buy have

been proven fo be dangerous to the health and lives

deserve (o be what they are now. And, like the drugs

Lrugs ar

the peoples in the US. and in BEurope. Thus

banned

these

Fhese doctors, ticrelore, are pracusing exactly the
opposite of what they have sworn to do. They don’t

that they arc helping deliver to the people, they must
be banned

With a grain of salt

Road Diggers

Conference

By ARMANDO J. MALAY

(Special to the World) test of the New Filipino’s
determination to keep his

MANILA; June 15: The head above walter,”” the

Philippine government President drew thunderous
scored  another tremen- applause from hisaudience,
dous success with the hold- especially when he con-

ing of a three-day National
Conference on Road Ing-
gings here, with the parti
cipation of foreign obser-
Yers
countries,

today on a note ol assur-
dAnce
will .
extensive road diggings lor |
the next Hive

dent ol
the Philippines opened the

conference.,

cluded, **We swim or sink
together.”

The
unique in many ways. For
one, it was imaginatively
held in a dug-oul portion
of Talt Avenue, lrom ("il)'
‘ Hall to Luneta Park. White-

washed boards were placed
on botlh sides of the roped-
off street, with the Philip-
flag stencilled
every third board,

conference was

from Third World

H\-' |

wnlerence ended

Manila
have

that Melo

continue (5]

VEN TS

| pine on

No less than the Presi

the Republio ol ‘ [here was even a song,

rendered by a choral group.

which had for | Lo commemorale the event,

its theme "Road Diggings Out ol scores ol entries,
Prablems and Prospects (ot | the judges in the song
the Nex: HalFDecade ‘ writing contest chose as

Saying that the road first prize winner the song
digging program for 1982 vitled  *“Que  Sira, Sira.”
1987 will he o “supreme l Runners-up  were  songs

I
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The pust  few  days
brought o Meiro
Muimilu, thus ending  the
diy. humid  summer seu-
soun . And, ol course, with

ald, there
should be less occasion [or

the prevailing

frayed nerves, bad tempers
and drritation

Acting Manila  Mayor
James G. Barbers, however.,
couldn’t help holding back
his ire the other day against

firmis contracted (o
undertake the repalr and
novation ol the City
Holl wiuch waz gulted hy
lire same months back
e ACting Mavuor
(Mayor Bagatsin Hicy
i went to the Ulnite
Stules Loy provmol | | 1

I I

Livns Movames i

thi

Philippines) has heen pre
iy besteeed witl i

1 sk Other Chiy Hall

| s about theyy leak
i elling V.o oi
[l heigh ) R T It
rain since Wednesday . Ti

yin water leaking throuph

the ceilings has soaked car-
pets and vital records and

Publisher’s Notes

provisions have been madi
by the contractors lo pre

vent water leakages when

they started their repai
work

Coing over the contract
Barbers discovered thn
the vontractors have nol
complied with ot leust

four provisions stipulated
¢ "0
Irked
contractors

m h mulisny con
Barbers told
Adlben

und

fract
the

Construction
New ity
11

me
Buailders
Ilﬂ
aboul leaks or
else he will file the neces-
sary charges against them

Ine
ST

immediately

thing thi

worsce, normal olfice and even rescind the con-
work has been wirtually ‘ tract.
paralyzed (See photo, 1 wonder if Mayor
Page 1). | Bagatsing were around,
o wow l would he act the same
It turned out that no way as Barbers did?
titled “In the Old Swim- 1  kilometer road could be

ming Hole,” *Here's Mud in
Your Eye,” and "'D’ya Dig
Me?™

On the agenda were ple-
nary sessions and group
discussions. All the minis-
tries of the Philippine gov-
ernment were involved in
planning the conference,
including the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs, which in-
vited road construction
workers from such nations
as Zambia and Bangladesh.
An 80-year-old road digger
in Zambia was one of the
guests. He said that the
number of hours he had
used a pick and a shovel
would reach one billion
hours. His calloused hands,
twice the size of an ave-
rage man’s, were the envy
ol about 25 road diggers
from the Philippines:

In one of the group dis-
cussions, a lively debate
took place between the
Philippine and the Zam-
bian groups. A spokesman
the latter said a one-

ol

dug up 5,000 days
“given the right expertise.”
On the other hand, the
Philippine delegation con-
tended that, according lo
the Philippine experience
such a project would take
6,000 days, “given the
right expertise.” The dele-
gates then discussed how
the digging period could
still be prolonged by ano-
ther 365 days.

A minor incident on
the last day of the con-
ference did not dampen
the enthusiasm of the dele-
gates. At the farewell din-
ner, some the boards
enclosing the sunken con-
ference hall, fell, due
the ram the day belore,
Some ol the food, prepared
by Manila Hotel,
covered with mud, but all
in all the conference was

in

ol

o

Wias

adjudged a great success
and could be counted as
among the oulistanding
achievements of the Philip
pine Republic

POEM FOR THE TIMES

‘P'm Fiscal X, what can | do for you, my dusky maid™™

“1 want to file rape charges, Sir,”

\rll \.i||1

*Against whom are you [iling charges, my dusky mud? ™
*‘Against my history professor, Sir,” she said

*Tell me all that happened, my dusky maid.”

‘He invited me to dinner, then to his pad, Sir,

she said

“What happened after that, my dusky maid”™
“Ie put on the Betamax, put out the light . Sir."” she suid

(What she described can’t he printed even in
r

WE FORUM)

“Oh, I'll say anything you want me ta, Sir"" she suid

“Don’t tell the judjge
‘How then will T describ

wital nappencd NIT

the vivid detalls, my dusky mad ™

‘No vivid details, st netaphio Ny JUsky mul
“INo vivid detalls, P use metaptions, Si il
(g the courtiuuin)

lell the court what he did then, my dusky muid
“Your honor, that no-good man metaphored me

'\ll( '-.Il'l

By JOSE G. BURGOS. IR

Who s paying for ads

greeting Mrs. Marcos ?

\\".\'Ul'r Ul ICes OISO LIV

The i]iil-‘1
house on Aurora Blvd, was
finally by

Barbers  lor

day, a movie-

closed
exhibiting
lewd and indecent shows.

ardered

Whaut is sirange is that the
been enpaged
ol business o1

L noa

theater has
in this Kind
sometime ye ton has
been laken
pite and  re-
peated complaints of Cily
residents. Until last Thurs-
day when Barbers ordered

the

gdinst 1L, des

Nurnerous

theater's ¢losure with

! | the poli
il ] the neces
I I Lo prevent Tne
I Ji i
et \

Yesterday, Fridav , (July

thi adi pathilic was
once  agsm rlj."l}\‘d with
sell-serving adverlisements
i major daily newspapers
greetine the Firsi Lady,
Mrs. Imelda Romualdez-
Marcos, on -aston of her

birthday. Most of the ad-
\ verlisers are government
institutions  or
ment-controlled
tions.
We don’t begrudge the
‘ officials of these public
agencies  for
| their felicitation
subservience

govern-
corpors-

expressing

if not

o Mrs,

Marcos bul as a taxpayer,

| 1 raise this question: Who's

l paying for the thousands

of pesos wasted in pub-

lishing these advertise-
menis?

This is my own

Fighting poverty

By JOAQUINR. ROCES

There was this tall visitor from abroad
Standing there by ithe side ol the road
And there by his side, w

There were the really uncomfortable jeeps

And smake belching buses crowding each other
And the people who had to push one another
[o pet aride to then I"'|:_1.L'.c ol work

And there was the usual traffic jam

Ihe solitary

“Wh are all these people?™ asked the visitor
[hey are the masters in this country

According 1o the New Society™”

Then [rom nowlhere five police cars appeared

With so many cops that tralfic soon was ¢leared

as a tounst guide

cop who did not give a damn

As a long conyoy ol air-conditioned limousines |
With a long Mercedes at the center ol the retinue |
Sped along and gquickly disappeared from view |
I'hen as soon as the last limousine went past
The police cars disappeared just as fast
So it was back to the usual tratfic jam
The solitary cop who did not give a damn
And who were those who passed by?
Asked the visitor, awaiting the gulde’s '-']'!‘_‘ |
i e 1 ) I peaple
Waging o nst P '
Fpust ntroduce the system in my owi couniry
Then he added without much ado

Faght Poverty

rvant ol my |'L‘n||h 1oo

ina Mercedes Lrue?”
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Many squatters

UP campus ?

By RAUL M

GONZALEZ

Why is [t thar everytme |
receive my mails from the
U.S., there is always damage
in the envelope, accompanied
by a disclaimer from the Post

Office stating that the mail
has been received already
damaped? Are they sull cen-
soring mails - especially my
mails”?

LN

The Journal Astan
Legal  Research  Institure,
published in Japan and distri
buted to major law libraries
around the world, has given
prominence to Filipino law
yers who participated in the
First Asian Lawyers Confer-
ence in Japan last Nov, 1981,
The papers which I, Fiscal
Ester Bans and former Con-
Con delegate Dominador
Carillo read during the con-
ference have been included in
the latest issue of the Journal,
The paper on the “Legal Pro-
fession” which IBP Governor-
Florido read also appears in
this publication. When All
Asia Bar Association Presi-
dent Kenzo Ohtsubo visited
Manila for the aduction of
the Philippine Branch, he
brought copies of the Journal

of the

to Chief Justice Enrique M
Fermando and Minister Wicar-
do Puno.

N N

Ml:u' on thi
sulls law

last Bar re
chools are now
ol their pass
] L

Angara was over

companng noles
Ing percenipge

bdgardo
aying that UP had o
100 percent passing
Tor its ernduaies, He

heard as s

AVET
even those who latled last

vear made it s tane. Well
| some law st
too well, But my
Mater, the UST
Cwvil Law, which has pro
duced t(opnotchers of the
caliber of Chief Justice
Roberto  Concepcion and
Diosdado Macapagal, had a
good passing average — 85 per-
cent.

hools did not fare

\H"..r
Faculty ol

W

L

By the way, may | just
warn the public, especially
people who are known to me,
to be careful in dealing with
some unscrupulous persons
who are using my name to
make business. | received a
phone call from the office of
Assemblyman Caram last
week, asking me if | have
Page 6, please

A matter of opinion

& A Bessang veteran

recalls the past

By ERNESTO R.

_Philippine scene

._“::'1 "-ril "!‘r:‘:
’ v R"‘ ._:nl'
y 1 £
; 3
4 i
—_
Kuro=kuro
"
~ A 'umbalik na
" 4% pangyayari

RODRIGUEZ, JR.

Since the first publica-
tion in WE Forum ol my
series on “The Bad Guer-
rillas of Northern Luzon,”
I have been receiving a lot
of phone calls, personal
visits and letters from all
sectors of from
Bangui in llocos Norte to
Jolo in Sulu.

sociely,

I have been over
witelmed by their expres-
sions of interest, (heir
demonstrations ol grati-

tude, their sense of relicl
that at long last, the true
account of what happened

behind-thescenes of the
fesistance  movement in
Northern Luzon has seen
print

Although | wish |
could publish many of
these letters that have
reached me, the limila-

tions of newspaper space
do not allow me 1o do so,
at this time anyway . How
that

few of them will appear in
the epilogue of the book

ever, It 18 certain

which even now iy in the
process ol production
(Reservations  may  be

made with the WE Forum
office,)
The

other day, I re-

’ ceived a letter from one
| ol the unsung heroes of

the Battle of Bessang Puss,
a lowly combat corporal ,
which has touched me
dL‘l.‘[}I}', and I'd like 1o
| pass it on to the readers
of this column, as a sample
of the kind of correspon-
that have
me on the subject.

The letter
Simeon T. Castille
Dimasalang Street, Bac-
laran, Paranaque, Metro
Manila, is reproduced here
faithfully, it 1. unembel-
lished, uncensored. unex-
purgated, unedited.,

Here it ls

dence reached

from one

ol 4

June 17. 1982
M. Emesto R, Rodriguez, Ji
“WE FORUM™

784 Units C & D RMS Bldg
Quezon Ave, OC

Dear Mr. Rodriguez
Ihe undersign
to thank vou for
article | read in the
FORUM"™ o
for the lollowing reasons
| 1 Becauiwe i tha down

L arth | 1 11

wishes
YOoup
Wi
June 16418

2, Because of your honesty

In wiiting sadd artlcle
I nevey have the slightest

Page 7, plense
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Opinion

Views & Interviews

By FRANCISCO ‘SOC' RODRIGO

Ang maagap, daig ang masipag!

Tumpak ang salawikaing iyan

Ngunit; laging nilalabag iyan ng administrasyon ni
Pres. Marcos!

Hindi inaagapan agad ang mga sumisipot na problema,
bagkus hinihintay munang lumubha bago lapatan ng
lunas

Saksi ang mga problema (ungkol sa squatters, trapiko,
jaywalking, sidewalk vendors, brownouts, street diggings,
prostitution; military abuses, corruption ng judiciary,
suhulan sa mga pulis at mga tanggapan ng gobyemo,
labis na pagpapayaman ng mga kamag-anak al cronies,
illegal logging, destructive fishing, at marami pang iba.

Ang mega problemang iyan ay nagsimulang maliit;
ngunit, hindi inagapan kaya't lumubha-nang-lumubha.

At, kapag lumubha na ang problema, tulad ng sakit,
mahirap nang lunasan. . . sapagkat marami nang mga
kumplikasyon.

Masdan natin, halimbawa ang problema ng squatters.

Noong mga unang taon ng martial law, pailan-ilan
lang ang mga squatters’areas. Naikukubli pa noon ang
mga ito, sa pamamagitan ng mga kinarburong bakod na
ipinatatayo ni Gng. Imelda, upang huwag mapansin
iyan ng mga dayuhang delegates sa international con-
ferences.

Hindi inagapan ang paglubha nito. Tinapalan lang'
Kaya't dumami-nangdumami. Kumalat-nang-kumalat!

Ngayon, naging malaking monster ito na mahirap
nang sugpuin!

Tumbalik ang nangyayari sa gobyerno ni Marcos.

Ang gobyernong iyan ay diktadura, kaya't dapat
sanang makakilos agad,

St Marcos mismo ang dumaing na, noong bago nag-

nartial taw, hindi daw niya magawa agad ang dapat
pawin  sapagkat hinghadlangan siva ng Kongreso ai
Senado

Kaya 't idineklara niya ang martial law at pinairal ang
bktadura, Inilagay niya sa kanyang kamay ang lahat

ng kapangyurthan

Wala nung )

Ngunit
lubha ng mga peste sa lipunan

Bakit? Ano ang dahilan ng ganitong tumbalik na
pangyayari?

Sa aking analisis, naito ang mga sanhi

Ang “dictatorial powers’™ ay ginagamit ni Marcos,

hindi para sa bayan, kundi para sa sariling kapakanan;
hindi upang apapan al lunasan ang mga problema ng
lipunan kundi upang muging matatag siya sa Kapang:
yarihan

wkahahadlang sa kanya

lalong tundi naagapan ang pagsipot at pag-

Ang diktadury mi Marcos ay mahigpit na maluwag
Mahigpit sa mea kumuakalaban sa kanya at naglalagay sa
panganib sa kKanyang pagka-diktadoy

sa mn laong kinakasangkapan niya

ngunit maluwag
y pinupulitika niya
g huwag siyang matinag sa puwesto

Nais ni Marcos — payon din ng Unang Ginang

na ang lahat ng kredito ay mapasa-kanila, Dahil diyan,
ung mgn galwmay ay hindi kumikilos ng sariling kilos
: halimbawa
brownouts. Walang sinu.
mang kumikilos hanggang noong nagsiklab na diumano

™ gl Lay nyg uwios, Gagyan and nang v
sa problema ng squatters af

Page 6, please

For the sake

of justice )

By Prof. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALFZ |

0

Q

Q

Q.

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzalez b et
mateé son who wanted his father to recognize lim belon
the old man dies,

»
Professor an you ! i

tor my lather to legally recognize me be

hie is old now, 1 am his navaral son. | lost o
couldn’t appeal it for | don't hiave any n
Why is there no justice anvmore in this world?

Maybe your case was weak. Why should you blame
the court? Did you have sufficient evidence an
witnesses? |
| had many. My own mother, 72 years old, now
married to a respectable man, testified for me with
the permission of her husband. She had nothing 1o
gain, and much to lose by telling the court that | |
i

am her son, born before she married her presen
husband, and identified my father. She did thut for
the sake of justice. Why did the court not believe
her?

Judges must base their decisions on clear evidence
and compliance with statutes of law, not on belief,
Relatives and even legitimate children o1 the mun
who is my father with his first wife recognized me
as his natural son. They have known me since | was
a young boy and know how | have suffered the
shame and poverty of being unrecognized. Wasn't
that enough?

Did the man whom you claim to be your father
publicly recognize you at any time?

Not publicly, Professor. | had to sneak into his
office to ask for some money when | was really
hard up, and swallow my pride. He gave me alms
every once in a blue moon. You see, when my |
mother was pregnant, bearing me, he married a
wealthy lady from another province, his [irst ‘
wife. She died years ago, bearing him five children
who are now professionals, and they were all on
my side. The eldest even testified on my behalf, he
accepted me as his half brother. When his first wife
died, my father married again, and it is this second
wife who had prevented him from recognizing me
She is a devil and talks only of money. The children

of his first wife never liked her, for 1l ey too cufTered
under her when they were young. All of them are
against her. Do you think | will ever see iy 12 '

Why did you not appeal to your father in coust
before the judge and everybody? Surely as a fathe:
his heart would have softened, even if his second
wife were there, wouldn't it?

That's the strange part, Prolessor, her lawyer
she wouldn't bring him lo court to face me. They
knew 1 could convince him, for he is my true (ather |

and deep in his heart he knows that. That's why
they didn’t let him see me. | even wanted 4 blood ‘
test. And you know, | look very much like him. |
thought, Professor, that the couris are mterested in |

the truth, why then wasn't | allowed to confroni
my lather?

Well, they could always say he didn't wani 1o see
you, and the burden of the proof way on vou; there
is no way to force them,

But the judge could do it. The judge had discretion |
to avail the court of everything for the sake of wruth, '
isn't that so?

Everything must be legal, |
You mean it wouldn’t have been legal to sk
the simple and obvious thing be done ke |
father look at me straight in the eye and say | an
not his son?

ima ke mn

Perhaps the law is not that simple

And you know, Professor, | was 1old that 1
reason why | didn't win the case was th

1o the thi ]

law the man. ms

mother 88 man and

Yy d Vi
und that I shouldn't have been the product
lucky “shot,”™ Butl suppose my father wa

shooter?

harp |

P”E'r 6, plence
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Pasyon at kamatayan B

ng ating kalayaan
Ni FRANCISCO ‘SOC’ RODRIGO

(Ang tulang sumusunod ay natapos sulatin noong Set-
yembre 30, 1975).

“Tinapay at Sirko”
202. Samantala nama'’y nilibang ang tao
Sa pamamagitan ng dating metodo
Ng lahat ng mga diktador sa mundo. . .
Magmula pa noong panahon ni Nero.
Ang taguri diya’y “tinapay at sirko”!
Ito’y nakabatay sa maling prinsipyo
Na habang may kaunting pagkain ang tao
At kaunting libangan, ay pawang kontento.

*“Hindi sa tinapay lang. . .”

204. Sadyang labag ito sa aral ni Kristo
At ng marami pang relihiyon sa mundo. . .
Na di pagkain lang ang hanap ng tao
Sapagka’t ang tao ay may espiritu.
Kaya’t tayong tao'y di nasisiyahan
Sa kaunting pagkain at kaunting libangan
Kung wala sa atin yaong katarungan,
Dangal, kalayaan at katotohanan.

203,

205.

206. Nguni’t ang akala ng ating Pangulo

Ay masisiyahan na ang Pilipino

Sa kaunting “tinapay” at manakang “‘sirko”

Kahi’t pagharia’t alipinin tayo.

Mga palabas

207. Kaya’t milyon-milyon ang kuartang ginasta

Sa ubod nang gara na mga parada
At mga palabas na pamprcpaganda —
Habang nababaon ang bayan sa dusa.

May karugtong )

The bad

From page 1

period, the jurors openly informed Barreras that his efforts
to save Borjal would be futile. It was patently a kangaroo
court.

During the course of the trial, Sgt. Esteban Cabanos (until
recently president of the Philippine Veterans Bank) arrived
at La Paz in representation of the 15th Infantry, he told
Mayor Beronilla to suspend the trial.

He said it was a farce because the conditions prevailing at
the trial did not guarantee faimess for the accused. The jury
was not properly impanelled, and the accused was not pro-
perly represented. Since La Paz was already liberated, he
told Benonilla that all judicial processes should be in accord-
ance with the rules of court, and under Philippine law the jury
syste:a'does not exist,

He made it clear too that he could not in conscience parti-
cipate, much less supervise, a farce. Emphasizing that even the
elementary rules of evidence were not being observed and
that the accused was not humanely treated, he ordered the
police to remove the prisoner’s manacles, as there was no
reason for the undue severity. He told them to hold Borjal
in custody but to do nothing on the matter until they will
have received an order from San Esteban, [locos Sur, the head-
quarters of the 15th Infantry.

(Babang Cabanos told me last time I saw him that it was all
a cooked-up affair, a “lutong macao.” Borja! never had a
chance.)

Borjal and his obsequious followers were however.in no
mood to comply with Cabano’s directive. They did not want
to be embarrassed publicly, they had set their hearts on liqui-
dating their old political enemy. This was the opportunity
they had been waiting for.

After nineteen (19) days of hearing, the expected end came.
The jury unanimously voted against Borjal and imposed upon
him the death penalty. This verdict was however kept secret.
Neither the accused, nor his family or his counsel, was in-
formed of the results of the trial. This, notwithstanding the
incessant inquiries made by Att. Jovito Barreras on the
matter.

Somehow, however, on April 11, 1945, word reached the
ears of Mrs. Marta A. Borjal that her husband would be hanged.
She slipped away from La Paz at once in the dead of night,
alone, one foot and barefooted, and proceeded in the direction
of the headquarters of the 15h Infantry at San Esteban. (I
have journeyed through this same route four times on horse-
back and | cannot remember anything more hazardous in all
my life.)

Mrs. Borjal reported the irregularities at her husband’s trial
and requested for his transfer to San Esteban, She was, how-
ever, informed that an order had already been handed down
declaring as illegal the juries formed by the mayors of different
municipalities and suspending the executions of persons found
guilty by these juries. Having been advised of this good news,
Mrs. Borjal hurried back to La Paz, Abra.

On Sunday, April 15, on the occasion of the sixth birthday
of his only son Arturo, who had been stricken with polio,
Mayor Borjal was able 1o get a pérmission from his jailers to
visit with his son. This was the last get-together that Arturo
had with his father. It 'was difficult for the young and sickly
boy to understand the meaning of the handcuffs on his
father's hands.

Remove all controls--coco group

The Bunawan Coconut
Planters and Copra Producers
Association, Inc., has reite-
rated its clamor for the re-
turn of free enterprise in the
coconut industry as well as
the removal of all controls
and restrictions in the copra
trade.

Following is Bunawan's
stand regarding the issue as
expounded by its president,
Nathan Fagel, during the Na-
tional Forum Conference
held June 26:

“We of the Bunawan Coco-
nut Planters and Copra Pro-
ducers Association, Inc. of
Bunawan, Davac City have
been clamoring for a chance
to live a more decent life. We
feel that the imposition of
the coco levy and the price
fixing scheme of Cocofed and
Unicom of the copra trade
are depriving us the full
benefits of our labor in
the production of our copra.
We feel that we are fooled,
cheated, and robbed through
the clever manipulation of

Cocofed and Unicom. We are
very disappointed in our pub-
lic officials for not heeding
our complaints, What hap-
pened to the tobacco and the
sugar industries is now hap-
pening to the coconut indus-
try because of control and
monopoly.

“Under the present set-
up where control and mono-
poly exist, the coco farmers
have no hope to improve
their livelihood. They will
continue to suffer and live
in subsistence level. They are
now put in a position where
it is no longer a question of
a chance to improve their
livelihood, but it is now a
matter of survival. Inspite
of the low price of copra
given us by Cocofed and
Unicom, the imposition of
the levy remains. We believe
that the national leadership
of the Kilusang Bagong Lipu-
nan (KBL) party is fully
aware of the hardships and
sufferings of the coco far-
mers due to the low price of

e
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Sa ganang akin, walang
ng gobyemo.

“superstars.”

uunlad ng bayan,

ang Presidente at Unang Ginang.

Sa halip na hangaan ko ang Presidente at Unang
Ginang sapagkat sila ang laging bida sa lahat ng gawain,
pinipintasan ko sila sapagkat hindi magiging episyente
ang gobyemo kapag nasa kamay ng iisa o dalawang

Ang kailangan ay koponan upang maging mabisa ang
pamahalaan. Malaking koponan.

Koponan ng mga opisyal na magkukusa sa paglunas
sa mga problema at pagtuklas ng mga hakbang na ika-

Koponang kinaaaniban ng lahat at bawa't mamama-
yan sa pagtuklas ng kapalaran.
Demokrasya, sa madaling sabi! Hindi diktadura!

T

From page 5

kuwenta ang ganyang uri

copra. It seems that officials
of the ruling KBL party are
more concemned in promot-
ing the interests of the coco-
nut oligarchs. The sufferings
of the coco farmers are
ignored and disregarded.

“It is very discouraging
and disheartening to see our
government officials aiding
and siding with the coco-
nut oligarchs in the exploi-
tation of the coco farmers.
In Davao, it is not unusual
to find government officials
holding high positions in
Cocofed. These officials
belong to the KBL party.
Could we be blamed in think-
ing the unpleasant thought
that the KBL party is in con-
nivance with the coconut
oligarchs to exploit us? When
our complaints and appeals
for help are not heeded or
heard by the leadership of the
KBL party, it is but natural
to blame the leadership for
its inaction.

“Sometime last year we
suggested to the PCA people
to try to develop coconuts
with thick shells. They were
able to develop the *“‘Hybrid
Miracle Coconuts™ they want
us to plant or replant. They
might be able to come out
with thick-shelled coconuts.
We noted the high price of
charcoal. There is great de-
mand on charcoal from coco-
nut shells. With * thick-shelied
coconuts, it would be more
profitable to go into charcoal
making. We will have copra,
a by-product. We will have no
more complaints against Coco-
fed and Unicom controlling
and monopolizing the copra
trade. Until such time that
PCA can produce thick-shelled
coconuts, we ask and demand
the lifting of levy and the
removal of all controls and
restrictions in the copra trade.
We want the system of free
enterprise be returned to the
coconut industry.”

Viewpoints

From page 5
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At one time during the course of his father’s trial, he had

been brought over to the court room on the shoulders of a
friend, and all he could remember about it now is that his
father was hunched over a table, in the attitude of a man re-
signed to his cruel fate, whose only thoughts must have been
of the future of his loved ones.

Three days after Borjal's fateful visit with his som, on April
18, at about 10 o’clock in the moming, while Beronilla was

—

Esteban Cabanos, until re-
cently president of the Philip-
pines Veterans Bank, was S-5
of the 15th Infantry USAFIP-
NL, during the last war. He
ordered the suspension of
Borjal’s trial by jury because
he felt it was illegnl and its
proceedings irregular. He was
not heeded however,

watching the morning calisthenics of his bolomen in front of
the Gabaldon School building, a radiogram containing an order
issued by the 15th Infantry headquarters, was personally deli-
vered to him by a runner named Pedro Molina,

The telegram read:

“VOLCKMANN TO ARNOLD CLN UNDERSTAND THAT
MUNICIPALITIES OF ABRA HAVE ORGANIZED JURY
SYSTEM PD BELIEVE THAT THIS BODY IS ILLEGAL AND
CANNOT TRY PERSONS FOR ESPIONAGE OR COLLA-
BORATION NOR METE OUT PUNISHMENTS THEREOF PD
SPECIFIC INSTANCE IS BROUGHT TO YOUR ATTENTION
FOR PROPER AND IMMEDIATE ACTION ON ONE ARSENIO
BORJAL OF LA PAZ ABRA WHO HAS BEEN TRIED CMA
CONVICTED AND SENTENCED TO BE HANGED FPD
REPORT ACTION TAKEN BY YOU ON THIS MATTER PD
MSG BEGINS CLN."

Immediately after reading this radiogram, Mayor Beronilla
left the schoolhouse and repaired to his office at the muni-
cipal building where he apprised Policarpo Paculdo (father of
former Quezon City Councillor Jose Paculdo and at whose
house | slept one evening in La Paz), the clerk of the jury,
and his other followers of its contents.

To be continued

authorized the selling of an
electric typewriter because
a person using my name has
sold to his office a typewriter
without ribbons and the
ribbons for this particular
machine are not réadily
available in the market, These
are from racketeers, spawned
by the hard times under the
New Republic.

LA

I met UP President Ed
Angara at the Intercon re-
cently. He was complaining
about the presence of some
15,000 families inside his
Diliman Republic, which he
says, are not at all connected
with the UP community. He
says that these families, in
effect squatters, are results of
“gradual migrations inside the
campus, through the years”
which past UP administra-
tions failed to check. Angara
says that these families eat
into the resources of the
State university because they
are not being supported by
the government of his “ni-
nang” — Mayor Adelina Rod-
riguez — and they compound
the problems of the UP
administration, especially on
housing spaces and peace and
order. Mr. Angara also reveal-
ed that housing is one of the
major problems facing his
administration — aside, of
course, from his battle royale
with Governor-General
Estelito Mendoza over the
Clark Campus, because the
UP faculty and staff, alone,
already  constitute  some
14 000 families and he has
1,500 families in the waiting

list for Bliss housing.
*« &8

Well, Mr. Angara, that is
what you get for being UP
boss. If you are afraid to
grow gray hairs sitting in the
Diliman high chair, maybe
you should go back to Accra
Law where you have less
problems.

LN

Quotable quotes from
Chief Justice Roberto Con-
cepcion at the Legal Aid
workshop which 1 presided
over during the IBP Greater
Manila convention last March
27: When | introduced him
and mentioned that he was
my professor who ‘‘opened
my eyes to the beauty of
Constitutional Law,” Chief
Justice Concepcion retorted:
“In the Philippines, beauty is
often connected with some-
body too fabulous.” Then he
added by asking this ques-
tion, which leaves so much
food for thought: “Is consti-
tutional law not costing us
too much in the Philippines
today?”

saw

Then, when  Professor
Mcpherson, a visiting UP pro-
fessor from New Mexico deli-
vered a punch line in'his legal
aid lecture thus: “Will this
part of Asia continue
smiling?" Chief Justic: Con-
cepcion again  remarked:
“Filipinos smile and smile
even under the most adverse
conditions; they smile and
smile even when their hearts
are aching but it is when they
stop smiling when those who
rule should be careful.”

Views and

sed lex,

law is not a law?

A. The law is hard, but it is the law. In Latin: Dura lex,
Q. But didn't St. Thomas Aquinas say that an unjust

A. He also said that justice is found only in Heaven.
Perhaps you will meet your father there without
your stepmother, his second wife, What is her name?

Q. Lucifer. Why do you smile?

A. A fallen angel. She deprived your father of the one
chance he could redeem himself before he dies, if
what you say is true, Perhaps he didn’t really know
what happened. God forgive him, poor chap,

From page §
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Pasyon at kamatayan X
ng ating kalayaan
Ni FRANCISCO ‘SOC’ RODRIGO

(Ang tulang sumusunod ay natapos sulatin noong Set-
yembre 30, 1975). -

“Tinapay at Sirko™
202. Samantala nama'y nilibang ang tao
Sa pamamagitan ng dating metodo
Ng lahat ng mga diktador sa mundo. . .
Magmula pa noong panahon ni Nero.

Ang taguri diya'y “tinapay at sirko™"!

Ito’y nakabatay sa maling prinsipyo

Na habang may kaunting pagkain ang tao
At kaunting libangan, ay pawang kontento,

“Hindi sa tinapay lang. . ."

204, Sadyang labag ito sa aral ni Kristo
At ng marami pang relihiyon sa mundo. ..
Na di pagkain lang ang hanap ng tao
Sapagka’t ang tao ay may espiritu.
Kaya't tayong tao’y di nasisiyahan
Sa kaunting pagkain at kaunting libangan
Kung wala sa atin yaong katarungan,
Dangal, kalayaan at katotohanan.

Nguni't ang akala ng ating Pangulo
Ay masisiyahan na ang Pilipino
Sa kaunting “tinapay”’ at manakang “sirko”’
Kahi’t pagharia’t alipinin tayo.
Mga palabas

207. Kaya't milyon-milyon ang kuartang ginasta
Sa ubod nang gara na mga parada
At mga palabas na pamprcpaganda —
Habang nababaon ang bayan sa dusa.

K May karugtong J

203.

205.

206.

The bad

From page 1

period, the jurors openly informed Barreras that his efforts
to save Borjal would be futile. It was patently a kangaroo
court.

During the course of the trial, Sgt. Esteban Cabanos (until
recently president of the Philippine Veterans Bank) arrived
at La Paz in representation of the 15th Infantry, he told
Mayor Beronilla to suspend the trial.

He said it was a farce because the conditions prevailing at
the trial did not guarantee fairness for the accused. The jury
was not properly impanelled, and the accused was not pro-
perly represented. Since La Paz was already liberated, he
told Benonilla that all judicial processes should be in accord-
ance with the rules of court, and under Philippine law the jury
syste_adoes not exist.

He made it clear too that he could not in conscience parti-
cipate, much less supervise, a farce. Emphasizing that even the
elementary rules of evidence were not being observed and
that the accused was not humanely treated, he ordered the
police to remove the prisoner’s manacles, as there was no
reason for the undue severity. He told them to hold Borjal
in custody but to do nothing on the matter until they will
have received an order from San Esteban, llocos Sur, the head-
quarters of the 15th Infantry.

(Babang Cabanos told me last time I saw him that it was all
a cooked-up affair, a “lutong macao.” Borjal never had a
chance.)

Borjal and his obsequious followers were however-in no
mood to comply with Cabano’s directive. They did not want
to be embarrassed publicly, they had set their hearts on liqui-
dating their old political enemy. This was the opportunity
they had been waiting for.

After nineteen (19) days of hearing, the expected end came.
The jury unanimously voted against Borjal and imposed upon
him the death penalty. This verdict was however kept secret.
Neither the accused, nor his family or his counsel, was in-
formed of the results of the trial. This, notwithstanding the
incessant inquiries made by Att. Jovito Barreras on the
matter.

Somehow, however, on April 11, 1945, word reached the
ears of Mrs. Marta A. Borjal that her husband would be hanged.
She slipped away from La Paz at once in the dead of night,
alone, one foot and barefooted, and proceeded in the direction
of the headquarters of the 15h Infantry at San Esteban. (I
have journeyed through this same route four times on horse-
back and I cannot remember anything more hazardous in all
my life.)

Mrs. Borjal reported the irregularities at her husband’s trial
and requested for his transfer to San Esteban. She was, how-
ever, informed that an order had already been handed down
declaring as illegal the juries formed by the mayors of different
municipalities and suspending the executions of persons found
guilty by these juries. Having been advised of this good news,
Mrs. Borjal hurried back to La Paz, Abra.

On Sunday, April 15, on the occasion of the sixth birthday
of his only son Arturo, who had been stricken with polio,
Mayor Borjal was able to get a pérmission from his jailers to
visit with his son. This was the last get-together that Arturo
had with his father. It was difficult for the young and sickly

boy to understand the meaning of the handcuffs on his
father’s hands,

Remove all controls--coco group

The Bunawan Coconut
Planters and Copra Producers
Association, Inc., has reite-
rated its clamor for the re-
turn of free enterprise in the
coconut industry as well as
the removal of all controls
and restrictions in the copra
trade.

Following is Bunawan’s
stand regarding the issue as
expounded by its president,
Nathan Fagel, during the Na-
tional Forum Conference
held June 26:

*We of the Bunawan Coco-
nut Planters and Copra Pro-
ducers Association, Inc. of
Bunawan, Davao City have
been clamoring for a chance
to live a more decent life. We
feel that the imposition of
the coco levy and the price
fixing scheme of Cocofed and
Unicom of the copra trade
are depriving us the full
benefits of our labor in
the production of our copra.
We feel that we are fooled,
cheated, and robbed through sufferings of the coco far-
the clever manipulation of mers due to the low price of

— B
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ang Presidente at Unang Ginang.

Sa ganang akin, walang kuwenta ang ganyang uri
ng gobyemo.

Sa halip na hangaan ko ang Presidente at Unang
Ginang sapagkat sila ang laging bida sa lahat ng gawain,
pinipintasan ko sila sapagkat hindi magiging episyente
ang gobyemo kapag nasa kamay ng iisa o dalawang
“superstars.”

Ang kailangan ay koponan upang maging mabisa ang
pamahalaan. Malaking koponan.

Koponan ng mga opisyal na magkukusa sa paglunas
sa mga problema at pagtukias ng mga hakbang na ika-
uunlad ng bayan.

Koponang kinaaaniban ng lahat at bawa’t mamama-
yan sa pagtuklas ng kapalaran.

Demokrasya, sa madaling sabi! Hindi diktadura!

Cocofed and Unicom. We are
very disappointed in our pub-
lic officials for not heeding
our complaints. What hap-
pened to the tobacco and the
sugar industries is now hap-
pening to the coconut indus-
try because of control and
monopoly.

“Under the present set-
up where control and mono-
poly exist, the coco farmers
have no hope to improve
their livelihood. They will
continue to suffer and live
in subsistence level, They are
now put in a position where
it is no longer a question of
a chance to improve their
livelihood, but it is now a
matter of survival. Inspite
of the low price of copra
given us by Cocofed and
Unicom, the imposition of
the levy remains. We believe
that the national leadership
of the Kilusang Bagong Lipu-
nan (KBL) party is fully
aware of the hardships and

copra. It seems that officials
of the ruling KBL party are
more concemed in promot-
ing the interests of the coco-
nut oligarchs. The sufferings
of the coco farmers are
ignored and disregarded.

“It is very discouraging
and disheartening to see our
government officials aiding
and siding with the coco-
nut oligarchs in the exploi-
tation of the coco farmers.
In Davao, it is not unusual
to find government officials
holding high positions in
Cocofed. These officials
belong to the KBL party.
Could we be blamed in think-
ing the unpleasant thought
that the KBL party is in con-
nivance with the coconut
oligarchs to exploit us? When
our complaints and appeals
for help are not heeded or
heard by the leadership of the
KBL party, it is but natural
to blame the leadership for
its inaction.

“Sometime last year we
suggested to the PCA people
to try to develop coconuts
with thick shells. They were
able to develop the “Hybrid
Miracle Coconuts” they want
us to plant or replant. They
might be able to come out
with thick-shelled coconuts.
We noted the high price of
charcoal. There is great de-
mand on charcoal from coco-
nut shells. With thick-shelled
coconuts, it would be more
profitable to go into charcoal
making. We will have copra,
a by-product. We will have no
more complaints against Coco-
fed and Unicom controlling
and monopolizing the copra
trade. Until such time that
PCA can produce thick-shelled
coconuts, we ask and demand
the lifting of levy and the
removal of all controls and
restrictions in the copra trade.
We want the system of free
enterprise be returned to the
coconut industry.”

Viewpoints

From page 5

\ Y,

At one time during the course of his father’s trial, he had
been brought over to the court room on the shoulders of a
friend, and all he could remember about it now is that his
father was hunched over a table, in the attitude of a man re-
signed to his cruel fate, whose only thoughts must have been
of the future of his loved ones.

Three days after Borjal’s fateful visit with his som, on April
18, at about 10 o'clock in the morning, while Beronilla was

|

Esteban Cabanos, until re-
cently president of the Philip-
pines Veterans Bank, was S-5
of the 15th Infantry USAFIP-
NL, during the last war, He
ordered the suspension of
Borjal's trial by jury because
he felt it was illegal and its
proceedings irregular. He was
not heeded however.

watching the moming calisthenics of his bolomen in front of
the Gabaldon School building, a radiogram containing an order
issued by the 15th Infantry headquarters, was personally deli-
vered to him by a runner named Pedro Molina,

The telegram read:

“VOLCKMANN TO ARNOLD CLN UNDERSTAND THAT
MUNICIPALITIES OF ABRA HAVE ORGANIZED JURY
SYSTEM PD BELIEVE THAT THIS BODY IS ILLEGAL AND
CANNOT TRY PERSONS FOR ESPIONAGE OR COLLA-
BORATION NOR METE OUT PUNISHMENTS THEREOF PD
SPECIFIC INSTANCE IS BROUGHT TO YOUR ATTENTION
FOR PROPER AND IMMEDIATE ACTION ON ONE ARSENIO
BORJAL OF LA PAZ ABRA WHO HAS BEEN TRIED CMA
CONVICTED AND SENTENCED TO BE HANGED PD
REPORT ACTION TAKEN BY YOU ON THIS MATTER PD
MSG BEGINS CLN.”

Immediately after reading this radiogram, Mayor Beronilla
left the schoolhouse and repaired to his office at the muni-
cipal building where he apprised Policarpo Paculdo (father of
former Quezon City Councillor Jose Paculdo and at whose
house | slept one evening in La Paz), the clerk of the jury,
and his other followers of its contents.

To be continued

authorized the selling of an
electric typewriter because
a person using my name has
sold to his office a typewriter
without ribbons and the
ribbons for this particular
machine are not réadily
available in the market. These
are from racketeers, spawned
by the hard times under the
New Republic.

1 met UP President Ed
Angara at the Intercon re-
cently. He was complaining
about the presence of some
15000 families inside his
Diliman Republic, which he
says, are not at all connected
with the UP community. He
says that these families, in
effect squatters, are results of
“gradual migrations inside the
campus, through the years”
which past UP administra-
tions failed to check. Angara
says that these families eat
into the resources of the
State university because they
are not being supported by
the government of his “ni-
nang” — Mayor Adelina Rod-
riguez — and they compound
the problems of the UP
administration, especially on
housing spaces and peace and
order. Mr. Angara also reveal-
ed that housing is one of the
major problems facing his
administration — aside, of
course, from his battle royale
with Governor-General
Estelito Mendoza over the
Clark Campus, because the
UP faculty and staff, alone,
already  constitute some
14 000 families and he has
1,500 families in the waiting

list for Bliss housing.
L N

Well, Mr. Angara, that is
what you get for being UP
boss. If you are afraid to
grow gray hairs sitting in the
Diliman high chair, maybe
you should go back to Accra
Law where you have less
problems.

LR N

Quotable quotes from
Chief Justice Roberto Con-
cepcion at the Legal Aid
workshop which 1 presided
over during the IBP Greater
Manila convention last March
27: When | introduced him
and mentioned that he was
my professor who “opened
my eyes to the beauty of
Constitutional Law,” Chief
Justice Concepcion retorted:
“In the Philippines, beauty is
often connected with some-
body too fabulous.”” Then he
added by asking this ques-
tion, which leaves so much
food for thought: “Is consti-
tutional law not costing us
too much in the Philippines
today?”

LN

Then, when  Professor
Mcpherson, a visiting UP pro-
fessor from New Mexico deli-
vered a punch line in‘his legal
aid lecture thus: “Will this

part of Asia continue
smiling?” Chief Justic: Con-
cepcion again remarked:

“Filipinos smile and smile
even under the most adverse
conditions; they smile and
smile even when their hearts
are aching but it is when they
stop smiling when those who
rule should be careful "

Views and

sed lex.

law is not a law?

A. The law is hard, but it is the law, In Latin: Dura lex,
Q. But didn’t St. Thomas Aquinas say that an unjust

A. He also said that justice is found only in Heaven.
Perhaps you will meet your father there without
your stepmother, his second wife, What is her name?

Q. Lucifer. Why do you smile?

A. A fallen angel. She deprived your father of the one
chance he could redeem himself before he dies, if
what you say is true. Perhaps he didn't really know
what happened. God forgive him, poor chap.

From page §




Viewpoints

Many squatters

in UP campus ?

By RAUL M. GONZALEZ

Why is it that everytime |
receive my mails from the
US., there is always damage
in the envelope, accompanied
by a disclaimer from the Post
Office stating that the mail
has been received already
damaged? Are they still cen-
soring mails — especially my

mails?
TR
The Journal of the Asian
Legal Research Insritute,

published in Japan and distri-
buted to major law libraries
around the world, has given
prominence to Filipino law.
yers who participated in the
First Asian Lawyers Confer-
ence in Japan last Nov. 1981,
The papers which I, Fiscal
Ester Bans and former Con-
Con delegate Dominador
Carillo read during the con-
ference have been included in
the latest issue of the Journal,
The paper on the “‘Legal Pro-
fession”” which IBP Governor-
Florido read also appears in
this publication. When All
Asia Bar Association Presi-
dent Kenzo Ohtsubo visited
Manila for the nduction of
the Philippine Branch, he
brought copies of the Journal

to Chief Justice Enrique M.
Femando and Minister Ricar-

do Puno.
= e @

More on the last Bar re-

sults law schools are now
comparing notes ol thelr pass-
ing percentages, UP President
Edgardo Angara was
heard as saying that UP had a
100" percent passing average
for 1ts i.'.'.n-_hl..n_\ He said that
even those who lalled last
year made it this time. Well
some law schools did not fare
two well. But my own Alma
Mater, the UST Faculty of
Civil Law, which has pro
duced topnotchers of the
caliber of Chief Justice
Roberto  Concepcion and
Diosdado Macapagal, had a
good passing average — 85 per-
cent.

Qver-

L B

By the way, may I just
warn the public, especially
people who are known to me,
to be careful in dealing with
some unscrupulous persons
who are using my name to
make business. | received a
phone call from the office of
Assemblyman Caram |last
week, asking me if [ have
Page 6, please

A matter of opinion

o A Bessang veteran
recalls the past

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR.

Since the first publica-
tion in WE Forum ol my
series on "“The Bad Guer-
rillas of Northern Luzon,”
I have been receiving a lot
of phone calls, personal
visits and letters {rom all
sectors of society, from
Bangui in Ilocos Norte to
Jolo in Sulu,

I have been over-
witelmed by their expres-
sions of interest, (heir
demonstrations of grati-

tude, their sense of relief,
that at long last, the true
account of what happened
behind-thescenes of the
resistance movemen!t in
Northern Luzon has seen
print

Although |
could publish many of
these letters that have
reached me, the limita-
tions of newspaper space,
do not allow me to do so,
at this time anyway . How
ever, It is certain that a
few of them will appear in
the epilogue of the book,

Wl.l_ll.‘h even now i in the

wish |

Procens 1]} [-:'.-.i.tI\Ln).l‘
(Reservations may  be
made with the WE Forum
office,)

The other day, 1 re.

ceived a letter from one
of the unsung heroes of
the Battle of Bessang Pass,
a lowly combat corporal,
which has touched me
deeply, and I'd like to
pass it on to the readers
of this column, as a sample
of the kind of correspon:
dence that have reached
me on the subject.

The letter, from one
Simeon T. Castillo, of 4
Dimasalang Street, Bac-
laran, Paranaque, Metro
Manila, is reproduced here
faithfully, it s onembel-
lished, uncensored, unex-
purgated, unedited,

Here it is

June 17,1982
Mr. Emesto R, Rodriguez, Jr.
“WE FORUM™
784 Units C & D RMS Bldg.
Quezon Ave, QC

Dear Mr. Rodriguez;

The undersign  wishes
1o thank you for your
article 1 read In the “WE
FORUM™ of June 16-18
for the following reasons
1, Because of the
(o earth faciun! and trutl
2. Because of your honesty
in wiiting  sald article.
| never have the slightest
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Kuro-kuro

Tumbalik na
pangyayari

By FRANCISCO ‘SOC’ RODRIGO

Ang maagap, daig ang masipag!

Tumpak ang salawikaing iyan.

Ngunit, laging nilalabag iyan ng administrasyon ni
Pres. Marcos!

Hindi inaagapan agad ang mga sumisipot na problema,
bagkus hinihintay munang lumubha bago lapatan ng
lunas,

Saksi ang mga problema tungkol sa squatters, trapiko,
jaywalking, sidewalk vendors, brownouts, street diggings,
prostitution; military abuses, corruption ng judiciary,
suhulan sa mga pulis at mga tanggapan ng gobyemo,
labis na pagpapayaman ng mga kamag-anak at cronies,
illegal logging, destructive fishing; at marami pang iba.

Ang mga problemang iyan ay nagsimulang maliit;
ngunit, hindi inagapan kaya't lumubha-nang-lumubha.

At, kapag lumubha na ang problema, tulad ng sakit,
mahirap nang lunasan. . . sapagkat marami nang mga
kumplikasyon.

Masdan natin, halimbawa ang problema ng squatters.

Noong mga unang taon ng martial law, pailan-ilan
lang ang mga squatters’areas. Naikukubli pa noon ang
mga ito, sa pamamagitan ng mga kinarburong bakod na
ipinatatayo ni Gng. Imelda, upang huwag mapansin
iyan ng mga dayuhang delegates sa international con-
ferences,

Hindi inagapan ang paglubha nito. Tinapalan lang!
Kaya't dumami-nangdumami. Kumalat-nang-kumalat!

Ngayon. naging malaking monster ito na mahirap
nang sugpuin!
| Tumbalik ang nangyayari sa gobyerno ni Marcos.

1 Ang pobyernong lyan ay diktadura, kaya’t dapat
sanang makakilos agad,

Si Marcos mismo ang dumaing na, noong bago nag-
martialiaw, hindi daw niya magawa agad ang dapat
gawin sapzgkat hinahadlangan siya ng Kongreso at
Senado

Kaya't idincklara niya ang martial law at pinairal ang
diktadura, Inilagay niya sa kanyang kamay ang lahat
ng kapangyarihan,

Wila nang makahahadlang sa kanya

Ngunit, lalong hindi naagapan ang pagsipot at pag-
lubha ng mga peste sa lipunan.

Bakit? Ano ang dahilan ng ganitong tumbalik na
pangyayari?

Sa aking analisis, naito ang mga sanhi

— Ang “dictatorial powers™ ay ginagamit ni Marcos,
hindi para sa bayan, kundi para sa sariling kapakanan;
hindi upang agapan at lunasan ang mga problema ng
lipunan kundi upang maging matatag siya sa Kapang-
yarihan

Ang diktadura ni Marcos ay mahigpit na maluwag,.
Mahigpit sa mga kumakaluban sa kanya at naglalagay sa
panganib sa Kanyang pagka-diktador; ngunit maluwag
s mga taong kinakasangkapan ntya o pinupulitika niya
upang huwag siving malinag sa puwesto
f Nais ni Marcos — gavon din ng Unang Ginang
na ang lahat ng kredito ay mapasa-kanila. Dahil diyan,
ung mgn galamay ay hindi kumikilos ng sariling kilos.
Naghihintay ng utos, Ganyan ung nangyari, halimbaws
sa problemn ng squatters ot brownouts, Walang sinu-
mang kumikilos hanggang noong nagsiklab na diumano
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Opinion

Views & Interviews

For the sake

of justice ‘

: ;’ '

By Prof. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALEZ H

S

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzalez by an illeoiri |
mate son who wanted his father to recognize him before
the old man dies. ‘

0. I)tul('\‘.\‘i, can you !Ia.!i‘- ne? | petition Lhe coun
for my father to legally recognize mie before hie dles |
he is old now. I am his natural gon. [ 1ost the case |

couldn’t appeal it for I don’t have any more money
Why is there no justice anymore in this world?

A. Maybe your case was weak. Why should you blame
the court? Did you have sufficient evidence and
witnesses?

Q. 1 had many. My own mother, 73 years old, now
married to a respectable man, testified for me with
the permission of her husband. She had nothing to
gain, and much to lose by telling the court that |
am her son, born before she married her present
husband, and identified my father, She did that for
the sake of justice, Why did the court not believe
her?

A. Judges must base their decisions on clear evidence
and compliance with statutes of law, not on belief.

Q. Relatives and even legitimate children oi the man
who is my father with his first wife recognized me
as his natural son. They have known me since | was
a young boy and know how | have suffered the
shame and poverty of being unrecognized. Wasn't
that enough?

A. Did the man whom you claim to be your father
publicly recognize you at any time?

Q. Not publicly, Professor. | had to sneak into his
office to ask for some money when I was really
hard up, and swallow my pride. He gave me alms
every once in a blue moon. You see, when my
mother was pregnant, bearing me, he married a
wealthy lady from another province, his first
wife. She died years ago, bearing him five children
who are now professionals, and they were all on
my side. The eldest even testified on my behalf, he
accepted me as his half brother. When his first wife |
died, my father married again, and it is this second
wife who had prevented him from recognizing me.
She is a devil and talks only of money. The children
of his first wife never liked her, for they too suffered |
under her when they were young. All of them are |
against her. Do you think I will ever see my father!

A. Why did you not appeal to your father in court,
before the judge and everybody? Surely as a fathe:
his heart would have softened, even if hiz second
wife were there, wouldn't it?

Q. That’s the strange part, Prolessor, her lawyer and
she wouldn’t bring him to court to face me. They
knew I could convince him, for he is my true (ather,
and deep in his heart he knows that. That's why
they didn’t let him see me. I even wanted a blood
test. And you know, I look very much like him. |
thought, Professor, that the courts are interested in
the truth, why then wasn’t | allowed to confront
my father?

A. Well, they could always say he didn't want (o see
you, and the burden of the proof was on you; there
is no way to force them,

Q. But the judge could do it. The judge had discretion
to avail the court of everything for the sake of truth,
isn't that'so?

A. Everything must be /egal

Q. You mean it wouldn't have been legal to ask that
the simple and obvious thing be done - make my
father look at me straight in the eye and say | am
not his son?

A. Perhaps the law is not that simple

Q. And you know, Professor, | was told that the chie
reason why | didn't win the cuse was that according
to the law the man, my father, must have | '

my mother a3 man and wife even i uoma
und that | shouldn’t have been the product of a
lucky “shot.” But suppose my father was o shurp

|
|
shooter? Page 6, pleas __;|
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A matter

From page 5§

idea that “WE FORUM" is
a good, factual and very
in lightning news print or
news paper. While on our
way to Camp Aguinaldo
and in the crossing of
EDSA and Ortigas Ave,
our car stop because of the
red light. My wife saw the
news boys nearby and she
told me to~buy a copy of
“WE FORUM,” I asked
her why, and she told me
that it is a very good
news/paper. We did bought
not a copy but two.

As | scan the pages, |
come upon your article-A
Matter of Opinion — The
real hero of Bessang Pass is
forgotten. Only two days
before | saw the program
in the TV commemorating
the fall of Bessang Pass,
but done in the Maharlika
Hall of Malacanang and
the President then is the
one speaking. His speech
was very good, all that
was said were true. But
why held the celebration
in a very secluded place
like the palace, of which
majority of the surviving
fighters during that his-
toric battle or battles will
be unable to attend, much
more only a selected few
were invited? I noticed as
the TV camera scan the
general public attending
the celebration, I recog-
nize only 4 people who
were in Bessang during
those unfgrgettable days
of the PASS.

I was a young Corporal
from the *“C™ Co, 1st Bn,
15th Inf, coming from the
emergency base hospital in
San Esteban, [ocos Sur,
having been confined there
for one week after coming
down from Abra very sick.
On the night of June 6th,
General then Colonel
Calixto Doque, the G-3
2nd Inf Div, came to the
base hospital and rounded
up all the patients who
were able to stand, walk
and shoot to reinforce the
attacking units of the Divi-
sion in Bessang Pass. The
following day afier break-
fast, we were assembled
infront of San Esteban
Municipal building and
8-6 x 6 trucks arrived and
were ordered to mount the
vehicles 50 soldiers per
truck. We proceeded to
the war front finally
arriving at the Division CP
at Botac two hours latter,

«We were ordered as-
signed in groups to any
of the attacking units if
we cannot find our old
unit. | was assign with 14
other men to guard a bat-
tery of 105 HW-four guns
1% km above Botac. We
stayed in this assignment
for two days, after which 1
was again ordered to re-
joined my unit further up
the mountain for the final
assault. Upon reaching 400
yards to the Pass along the
road we stop. Mortars and
Artillary  bombardments
were unleased to destroy
the defending enemy
forces. there foxholes and
their caves which are many.
We dig in for the night but
the operation goes on and
on until we finally cleared
the western approach of
the Pass. There were many

of us then young and old,
professional soldiers and
mostly not but they
fought side by side bravely
in any condition of wea-
ther and the terrain because
they' love their country
and freedom. I know
almost 60% of those men
who made the frontal and
support assault of the
Pass because 1 was with
them, I have seen many of
our brothers lay down
their lives for the great
cause, many a limks tat-
tered not only by the bul-
lets and sharpnails but
because they lost their
love one’s.

You mention sir about
CB. Rigor. This name is a
by word when we reach
Botac the first day and
even long after the battle
is finish. 1 meet the great
commander on my second
day in Bessang when he
visited. the Artillary Bat-
tery and a week after that
and several months later
in Luna, La Union. What
you described of him is
correct, he is a gentleman
commander, he is friendly
and to me very tackful,
but why? his name has
never mention like the
other who dominate the
limelight. Why? If only
people who write’s will
just extract properly what
appears in the battle re-
ports of Bessang Pass, then
they will do justice to
many heroes as well, Many
young boys sacrifice their
lives in that battle, | know
many from the 15th Inf,
even in the 121st Inf. The
seesaw battles in the PASS
drain most of the inex-
perience  fighters, the
youth. But most of them
does not appear in the
reconstructed rooter of
troops series of '1947-48.
But it is surprising to see
names of people who were
not there, not even seen
the physical terrain much
more single enemy soldier
captured, surrendered or
killed.

As you said sir, the ex-
ploits of the Volckman's
guerrillas in the last war
have remained a legend to
this day, yes, but many
also have gone to their
final resting place with
the experienice of pains
and sorrows of what they
finally receive after the
great battles, they were
totally forgotten, But | am
certain that if an award is
going to be awarded to
them, the good Lord will
be the one to award them
and that will be an ever-
lasting reward. While it is
true that there is only but
one CBR, you and | know
that there were many who
are almost like him in that
campaign.

As my spirit lightened
up when I was reading
your article and how
honest you presented it, |
was at the same time sud-
dened because of the faith
of the thousands of our
brothers now forgotten
but help the fall of BES-
SANG PASS of that faith-
ful day of June 1945 win-
ning that thousand battle
possible and a reality. |
raise my hand in ever-
lasting salute to them, to

UP.
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con, Ana Mae Buenaventura,
Ma. Gladys Cruz, Isagani de
Castro, Jr., Nancy Kimuell,
Cecil Morella, and Eugeniano
Perez IlI,

Earlier asked to resign was
managing editor William Chua.

In his letter dated June 22,
Editor-in-Chief Napoleon Pob-
lador informed the 11 staffers
about Chua’s resignation and
asked them to do the same
since “I do not see how they
can work with me under the
circumstances.”

In reply to Poblador, they
asked that he stated in clear
and specific terms why they
were being fc-red to resign.

“The forced resignation
of staffers holding views con-
trary to the editor’s disproves
the editor’s sincerity in imple-
menting a policy of ‘tolerance
for the dissenting.’ This is
tantamount to making a
mockery of press freedom,”
they wrote.

In its maiden issue this
school year, the Collegian
bannered in the editorial.
Starting a tradition of tole-
rance, stories of the Educa-
tion Act, the Bobby de la
Paz killing and the Supreme
Court were splashed all over
the pages, including a column
directly contesting the *“neu-
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tral journalism*' advocated in
the editorial,

When Poblador finally
agreed to meet the ousted
staffers after tuming down
their request, he explained
he resorted to such an action
because of alleged “serious
breaches of agreement and ‘his
instructions were not fol-
lowed as evidenced by the
content of the maiden issue.”

The staffers denied any
breach of agreement since,
they claimed, every page
proof was approved by Pob-
lador or his authorized repre-

sentative Associate Editor
Alexander Gilles before it
was run.

*Had there been anything
objectionable in the proof,
the editor or his associate
would have disapproved it
and the press would not have
printed the copies,” they
added.

The staffers added: “The
risks of exposing the truth
and expressing a stand in
favor of the oppressed ma-
jority are legion. We firmly
believe that we were expelled
from the staff because of our
continuous assertion of a
principled standpoint against
the editor’s own view of a

Raul M. Gonzalez, presi-
dent of the National Bar
Association of the Philippines
and WE Forum columnist,
has been elected vice-presi-
dent of the Afro-Asian Law-
yers Association during the
conference held in New Delhi.

Elected president was Prof,
Lalit Bhasin of India.

The conference, sponsored
by the government of India,
was keynoted by Rajiv
Gandhi, member of Parlia-
ment and son of the Prime
Minister, Jagan Nath Kaushal,

Columnist -elected
at Delhi eenfab

Minister for Law and Justice
of India, presided over the
conference.

Delegates from  Third
World countries attended the
conference, all of them
leaders of leading Bar organi-
zations in their respective
countries.

Gonzalez represented the
Philippines in his capacity as
president of the National Bar
Association, president of the
Philippine branch of the All
Asia Bar Association and
governor of the Asian Legal
Research Institute.

neutral journalism.”

They continued:

“Amidst the turbulent con-
flicts in Philippine society,
faced with the struggle bet-
ween the ruling class and the
majority, between landlords
and peasants, between US
imperialism and the Filipino
nation, between the dictator-
ship and a silenced people,
we cannot help but make a
stand.

“With the whole mass

media machinery being con-

trolled by the dictatorship,
and with halflies and dis-
torted truths being fed to the
people, journalists are called
on to expose the ugly face
of society.

“We call on all writers
to make explicit their stand.
We call on the writers and
joumalists of today to clearly
define their role, to clearly
express their views of what
Philippine soc’:ty is and to
clearly outline the vision they
have for the Filipino people.”

v
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This string of shanties occupying half the lane of t

he once-

passable Leveriza Street in Pasay City forces passenger jeep-
neys to turn left to Menlo Street. (Photo by Mon Santos. )
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U.S.-backed

From page 1

the country’s political eco-
nomy”’ 1o the United States’
“anti-industrialization policy"
on the Philippines.

The consequences of this
policy, he said, had been the
overwhelming poverty, un-
employment, unending infla-
tion, mounting foreign debt,
technological backwardness
which, he claimed, was shown

God and to our country,
I thank you for having
touch my heart for writing

this article,

Sincerely

(Sgd.) Simeon T. Castillo
Former — Cpl-176468 PA

(FA) *C™ Co, Ist Bn,
15th Inf USAFIP-NL

by the country’s importation
of 85 percent of its hand tool
needs,

Other repercussions Li-
chauco cited included the
control of the Philippine eco-
nomy by ‘“aliens, trans-
national corporations and glo-
bal financial institutions, the
deterioration of peace and
order, an enveloping anarchy,
and the palpable disintegra-
tion of the moral and social
fabric of the nation.”

Accoiding to him, the con-
tinued implementation of the
LS. “anti-industrialization
policy” which, he said, had
been carried out through the
IMF-WB group, had resulted
in polarizing the political

forces in the country,

Lichauco said that the
polarized forces would neither
be the radicals and conser-
vatives nor the Communists
and the anti-Communists but
the nationalists and the anti-
nationalists.

The struggle, he said,
would be “between those
who see in the continued

operations of American im-
perialism here the scourge
that must be expelled and
those who would support it
directly or indirectly through
their mindiess apathy.”

He said the Filipinos
should not just be spectators
in this struggle because this
would involve national sur-
vival and could even trans-
form the couniry into a
“wasteland."” (AFP)

Led's give
{’zeedam a

c/!ance/

6 Filipinos

arrested

in N. Borneo

KOTA KINABALU (AFP)
— Police arrested six Filipinos
and seized firearms in an am-
bush in Sandakan about 50
kilometers from here, the
Bermama news agency re-
ported.

This was the biggest suc-
cess against .armed gangs this
year, Eight members of ano-
ther armed gang were arrested
on June 9 last year. In the
last ambush police caught the
gang members while they
were aleeping in a house.
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People should go to
where there are jobs

In place of deliberate con-
trols on internal migration,
the government should adopt
a policy which would lead
people to places where job
opportunities exist.

This is one of the recom-
mendations of a study ana-
lyzing population and eco-
nomic activity in the coun-
try.

The study, entitled ““The
Spatial and Urban Aspects of
Philippine Development,”
was conducted by Dr. Emes-
to Pemia, Dr. Cayetano W.
Paderanga and associates of
the University of the Philip-
pines School of Economics.

Their report on the study
was presented recently at a
meeting sponsored by the
Philippine Institute for Devel-
opment Studies and the Na-
tional Economic Develop-
ment Authority’s Population/
Development Planning and
Research Project.

The authors noted the po-
licy shifts in recent years
toward regional development,
but indicated these have not
yet produced all the desired
results because of the linger-
ing effects of historical forces
dating back to colonial times.

They also said that *“if
depressed conditions in cer-
tain areas cannot be alleviated
for a long time, the very poor
who cannot move out may
have to be assisted by way of
ad hoc improvement prog-
rams, or programs that speci-
fically enable them to migrate
to where they can be better
off.”

They pointed out that a
more deliberate and consist-
ent strategy is needed if the
regions outside Metro Manila,
Central Luzon and Southemn
Tagalog are to benefit from
the government’s rural and
regional development policies.

Investment projects that
tend to increase the concen-
tration of development in
Metro Manila, Central Lu-
zon, and Southcrn Tagalog
should be avoided. “The im-
pact of such projects must be
carefully scrutinized,” the
researchers said.

They observed that the
other regions may be develop-
ed through existing regional
urban centers such as Cebu
and Davao.

Regional development
policies, they said, can be-
come effective if introduced
in these areas, where “natural
economic and social forces
are already in motion,” and
where development projects
will have “multiplier and
spread effects.”

They stressed that local
government-sponsored  pro-
jects are, at best, short-run

or “makeshift.”  (PCF Media
Service)

Mayor’s son in rape case

A 16-year-old girl has filed
multiple rape charges against
a son of the mayor of Polan-
gui,. Albay and five others
who are reportedly scions of
prominent families.

The complainant, a high
school student of Barangay
Ubaliw, Polangui, lodged her
complaint before the pro-
vincial fiscal's office of
Albay.

Charged were Peter Sales,
son of the mayor of Polan-
gui; John Gonzales, son of
Albay provincial engineer
Remigildo Gonzales; Oscar
Borbe, Jr.; Eric Rago; Cesar

—— = —— ——am

Achas, and his brother who
was not identified in the com-
plﬂh’lt. b

In her complaint, the vic-
tim said the accused abducted
her and forcibly took her to
the 7-Hills Resort in Polan-
gui reportedly owned by
Borbe’s grandfather. While in
the resort, the victim said, the
accused forced her to take
drugs and afterwards took
turns in abusing her.

The mother of the victim,
a public schoolteacher, has
appealed to the authorities
for justice. She said she has
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“Heavy equipment
troubles?

You'll lose more mouey
if you let your troubled
heavy equipment
remain unrepaired

and go idle.

Recoup your losses.
Let's have them repaired
or reconditioned.
Guaranteed work at

low cost,

We also buy and sell all
kinds of used heavy
equipment,

Call us up!

MECHANICS INDUSTRIAL

@SS

oFFICE:

Rid. 303 MARINA BLDG.
202-184 YVITO CRUZ EXT,
MAKATI, METRC MANILA

SALES &
SERVICES CO.

Tel: 85-13-64 or 89-31-71

YARD:

ZOBEL ROXAS CORNER
MAYAPIS ST.

SAN ANTONIO VILLAGE
MAKATI, METRO MANILA
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also sought the aid of the Na-
tional Bureau of Investigation
(NBI) and the Constabulary
Anti-Narcotics Unit (CANU)
in Legaspi City on the drug
aspect of the case, while law-
yer Vicente Peralta, dean,
college of law, of the Aquinas
University in Legaspi, has
volunteered his legal services
for free.

Canadian businessmen .

face suit for damages

Two Canadian business
executives have been in-
cluded in a civil suit for
damages  against  the
Marinduque Mining and
Industrial Corp. and the
Cabarrus family who
manage and operate the
billion-dollar nickel ore
deposit in Nonoc Island,
Surigao del Norge.

The claim for damages
was filed by lawyer Gon-
zalo D. Vasquez, insurance
executive, in behalf of
Mrs. Aida Calderon Vas-
quez, whose private nickel
claim of five hectares adja-
cent to the MMIC area on
Nonoc Island, has been
“willfully and willingly”
extracted of nickel ore
without the knowledge
and consent of the plain-
tiff Mrs. Vasquez.

The two Canadians are
David D. Thomas, board
director of the MMIC,
and Herbert M. Bilkey,
vice-president and manager
for operations of the Suri-
gao nickel claims of Marin-
duque Mining and Indus-
trial Corp.

The Cabarrus family
defendants cited with the
two foreigners are Jesus S.
Cabarrus, MMIC chairman,
Jesus Cabarrus, Jr. and
Jose Miguel Cabarrus.

Inclusion of the Cana-
dians and the Cabarrus
family was granted by
Alfredo V. Cruz., Jr.,
Branch XXIX of the Ma-
nila CFI, in answer to the
petition filed by lawyer
Vasquez for amendment
of the original complaint
which was filed only
against, the Marinduque
Mining and Industrial
Corp. The case is docketed
No. 116029, and the
admission of the amended
complaint was issued last
June 8.

Summons have been
accordingly issued to the
defendants in the case to
appear in the sala of Judge

By VIC BARRANCO

Cruz.

Mrs. Aida Calderon Vas-
quez, who owns the pri-
vate claim from which she
alleges the MMIC and the
Cabarrus family, the Cana-
dian executives and direc-
tors, is also stockholder of
the MMIC which has been
consistently reporting
yearly losses by the multi-
million pesos since 1976.

ing and in the press that it
lost some P823,000,000
(million) in 1981, the big-
gest loss ever suffered by
any company in the his-
tory of the Philippines,
according to Bulletin
Today.,

Despite the loss, Chair-
man Cesar Zalamea of the
board of governors of the
Development Bank of the
Philippines said the DBP
will continue to pour in-

This year, MMIC reported
at the stockholders meet-

vestment into the Cabar-

even in just one day.

-

L

as a stepping stone,

L

satisfactorily.
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50 percent discount

DAVAO CITY — Senior citizens (65 years old and
above) of this city have been given a 50-percent discount
in transportation and places of entertainment, according
to the Mindanao Times.

Transportation includes buses, jeepneys and airplanes
while entertainment places include theaters and res-
taurants.

All the citizens have to do, the Times said quoting
Kagawad Dominador Zuno, Jr., is to present identifica-
tion cards which can be secured from Zuno’s office.

The benefit extended to the senior citizens is in line
with the declaration of 1982 as the Year of the Elders,
the Times added.

Dynamite fishing

LINGAYEN, Pangasinan — Rampant dynamite fish-
ing has been reported in the Lingayen Gulf, prompting
concerned citizens to raise a howl, Sunday Punch said.

Affected mostly Py the illegal fishing are residents
of coastal barangays of this capital town, San Fabian and
Dagupan City where Punch is published weekly.

Snide remarks

LEGASPI CITY — An official of the Bicol regional
office of the Bureau of Internal Revenue has reportedly
made “snide and derogatory remarks” about local news-
papers.

The publishereditor of the newly-established City
Post, Manuel A. Sadiua V, said in his column that the
remarks were uttered in front of him when he and ano-
ther newsman went to the BIR office to request for tax
exemption of the weekly.

According to Sadiua, the official also said that “local
newspapers are inconsequential and nobody reads them.”

‘Sex tours’

LEGASPI CITY — The Bicol Star, an old newspaper,
reported that “‘concerned citizens regionwide (Bicol)
denounced several atrocities committed in this regime
among them ‘salvaging’ and sex tours."”

The Star said the denunciations were aired at the
organizational convention of the Bicol Alliance at

St. Agnes Academy recently.

Farmers abused

CALAPAN, Oriental Mindoro — The Ministries of Na-
tional Defense and Natural Resources have been asked to
investigate what the Federation of Free Farmers called
abuses against farmer-settlers in Mindoro Occidental by
personnel of the Bureau of Forest Development and the
Philippine Constabulary.

The Island Observer reported that Federation Secre-
tary-General Leonardo Montemayor had received at least
three reported incidents involving the burning of the
houses and confiscation of housing materials of Mang-
yans and other long-time settlers.

‘Noisy’ movement

SAN PABLO CITY — The Barangay, owned by the
Diocese of San Pablo, Inc., reported that the Charismatic
Movement has come under attack from many residents.

The weekly said:

“Many have criticized the movement for its ‘noise’
and for the holier-than-thou stance. That is, if you are
not a follower of the movement, you are not imbued
with the Holy Spirit; you are not a total Christian."
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