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Unido nixes Executive

Opposition’s reaction follows:
*President Marcos,
through the press, has asked

The United Nationalist De-
mocratic Organization (UNI-
DO), has rejected President

Marcos’ invitation to join the Opposition to join the
the Fxecutive Committee Executive Committee as a
and, instead, asked Mr, ‘training ground for future

leadership.

““This is not the first time
he has invited the Opposi-
tion through the press which
he subsequently denied or
withdrew. And so we are

Marcos to ‘‘step down in
favor of a transition or a
caretaker government.”
Speaking through former
Sen. Salvador H. Laurel,
UNIDO interim president, the

Copyright, 1982 by Ermasto R. Rodriguez, Jr.

The Bad Guerrillas
of Northern Luzon

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR. =——4

CHAPTER I
Quislings of Abra

If Judas Iscariot had not lived when he did, there would
have been no Christ on the Cross.

And there is a heaven simply because there is a hell.

A good story must therefore have its heroes and its villains.

| have no wish to be misunderstood. 1 have always had
great admiration, respect and affection for the heroes of the
resistance movement in Northem Luzon. And I take pride in
the fact that 1 walked with many of them during a critical
period in our history.

I have said that *‘I will always remember the rare courage
of the llocano guerrilla, His indomitable spirit, his patriotism,
were simply out of this world. I sincerely feel that in the last
war he had no equal in his devotion to the cause.”

This is however the story of the other side of the coin.
There is no doubt that all the other guerrilla groups in the
country had a few characters who gave the resistance move-
ment a bad name. But I was not with them and what I know
about these bad elements I did not know first hand. 1 will
only write here of the things I saw and heard about during my
eventful stay in the Ilocos provinces,
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According to WE Forum
sources, the letter, signed by
Wenceslao Quirolico of the
Philippine Consular Affairs,

Committee

not taking his offer seriously.  asked: ‘
“In the first place his 1. Why Aquino has not re-
offer is at best dubjous, tumed to the Philippines
Page 2, please after having been allowed by

President Marcos to undergo
a heart bypass operation in
Dallas, Texas.

2. Under whose authority
he was given a fellowship
at Harvard.

3. What he has been doing
in the U.S. and other parts

Expensive
diplomacy

By C. H. ACOSTA

Time and again Presi- of the world, like Southeast
dent Marcos has praised his  Asia and the Middle East.
wife for being a ‘'super Sources also said that
diplomat’ and *“super sales- Aquino wanted to renew the
man’’ in her innumerable effectivity of his passport as
ambassadorial trips abroad. his fellowship ends June 30.
She is able to accomplish, we It was pathered that
are made to understand, Aquino had requested for the

what no other envoy could extension of his passport
possibly carry to completion when the First Lady, Mrs.
with as much success and Imelda R. Marcos, was in
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Metro Manila Vice-Gov. Ismael Mathay , Jr.,
who has earned the sobriquent “‘traffic czar,”
would also be glad to put some order among
pedestrians crossing streets at will Examples

Manila.
underpass.

(By phone)

RP CONSULATE HAS MANY QUESTIONS

AQUiIinoO’s
passport
renewal
withheld

NEW YORK
passport of former Sen. Benigno S. Aquino, Jr. is
being withheld pending clarification of questions
involving his ‘“‘overstay >’ in the United States.

In a letter to Aquino, who is completing his
fellowship at Harvard this June 30, Philippine con-
sular authorities said Aquino’s passport may not be
renewed unless the Opposition leader gives satis-
factory answers to certain inquiries.

AQUINO

Renewal of the

Supreme Court
fails as guardian?

By CECILIA MUNOZ PALMA
Former Associate Justice
1st Installment

Speech of former Supreme
Court Justice Cecilia Munoz
Palma, 71st Commencement
Exercises, U.P. College of
Law, May 12, 1982, Bocobo
Hall, U.P. Law Center.

They

Permit me to open my

Dans circular hikes

talk with a quotation from
the Bible’'s Book of Psalms
which says:

“Exult, you just, in the
Lord; praise from the up-
right. . . For upright is the

Page 2, please

telegram, telex rates?

Three telecom industry associations have issued a joint
statement demanding the recall of Transportation and Com-
munications Minister Jose P. Dans' policy circular which vir-

tually handed to the Philippine

Long Distance Telephone Co.

a monopoly of the country’s transmission (backbone) system

for
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are these persons in photo taken by Mon
Santos at Liwasang Bonifacio (Plaza Lawton),
are just too lazy to use the

telephone and telegraph.

The circular, if pushed
through, would mean in-
creased rates in telegram,
telex, telephone, supplies
and equipment, according
to the organizations -
Philippine  Chamber of
Communication  (PCCI),
Integrated Telecommuni-
cations Equipment Sup-
pliers  Association of the
Philippines (ITESAP) and
Philippine  Association of
Private Telephone Com-
panies (Paptelco).

The circular, the asso-
ciations said, “reflects a
retrogressive  telecommu-
nications plan’ of Dans.

The associations called
for the integration of all
public telecom facilities

Page 2, please
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Expensive

From page |

elan.

Those accomplishments in-
clude, as everybody knows,
securing huge foreign loans,
signing trade and cultural
agreements, conducting dip-
lomatic and political nego-
tiations, opening exhibits,
addressing international con-
ferences, giving press inter-
views, meeting with ranking
foreign officials, and so forth.

It must be pointed out,
however, in fairness to our
Philippine ambassadors over-
seas, that her triumphs are
not due to an inherent
superiority in acting on these
matters. Rather, her success
is a matter of one-upman-
ship.

Consider the following —

She alone, and no other
diplemat has carte blanche to
roam at will, to spend freely
and to initiate moves without
prior consultation with the
home government.

Such freedom of move-
ment, of spending and of
decision-making immunizes
her and her activities from
failure.

This carte blanche, how-
ever, is much too expen-
sive for the treasury of an
impoverished nation.

To begin with, many of
her foreign missions could
have been carried out by
our Philippine resident am-
bassadors whose duty is pre-
cisely to set the goodwill
and public image machinery
at work in our embassies
and consulates in other coun-
tries. Such plain acts as
opening an exhibit or con-
vincing traders of the merits
of Philippine products or
explaining the Philippine po-
sition in matters under inter-
national discussion belong to
the work schedule of a resi-
dent ambassador and need
not entail exorbitant expense
to our nation.

Be that as it may, the
President’s wile opts to do
these things the redoubtable

Unido

From page 1
*Train’ the opposition for
what? To perpetuate one-

man-rule? To continue graft,
corruption, cronyism, inepti-
tude?

“It seems that Mr. Marcos
has come to believe his own
propaganda. He now really
believes that he is indispen-
sable and that no one can
succeed him unless he is first
‘trained’ by Marcos himself.

“But the issue is nol
future leadership but the
present leadership.

“If Mr. Marcos really
wants to improve the despe-
rate condition of our coun-
try, he should step down in
favor of a transition or care-
taker government with a li-
mited term of one year and
which should have as its sole
task the maintenance of
peace and order, the writing
of a new Constitution ref-
lective of the true sentiments
of our people, and the
holding of u clean, orderly
and honest election imme-
diately thereafter,

“Only thus can a peuce-
ful transition be effected,
And only In this way will
the opposition participate in

way, Hence, her travel re-
tinue includes not only aides,
consultants, newsmen, photo-
graphers, television crew but
also at times or others per-
forming artists and fashion
models.

But why the supernume-
raries?

Because therein lies an
important ingredient of her
success.

Philippine policies are ex-
plained, native products
offered for sale, divers nego-
tiations conducted - all
amidst an ambience of luxu-
ry. Banquets are held in
magnificent hotels, indige-
nous songs and dances pre-
sented by artists trained by
the Cultural Center, or
else, Manila’s top models
glide and attitudinize in Phil-
ippine haute couture. News
photographers  click away,
television cameras whir, fo-
reign dailies rave about the
event the moming after. All

these to impress loreign offi-
cials  or capitalists  into
wholehearted agreement with
the purpose of her mission.

The public and history will
perhaps never know the exact
figures comprising the stag-
gering cost of this diplomatic
one-upmanship. Such com-
promising documents hardly
find their way into archives,

The end does not justify
the means. Ne amount of
successful public relations

abroad can compensate for
poverty at home. Extrava-
gant diplomacy is unjustified
when exercised by the gov-
ernment of a nation that is
struggling to survive econo-
mically.

God presides over the
destinies of men and na-
tions, and to Him we must
pray for the enlightenment
of our leaders and the salva-
tion of our country. And so,
with the psalmist let us
cry out: “Help us in this
hour of crisis; the help that
man can give is worthless”
(Psalm 108:12).

Supreme

From page |

Aquino’s

From page 1

Dans

From page 1

New York last month.

Renewal of the passport
would mean that the Oppo-
sition leader would continue
to go on self-exile in the
U.S. WE Forum sources, how
ever, said that Aquino is also
eyeing West Germany as his
base of operation. in his
campaign to restore demo-
cracy in the Philippines.

He is expected to answer
Quirolico’s letter next week.

Aquino was condemned
to death in 1977, but after
worldwide protests, President

Marcos suspended his
sentence.

In May 1980, the Presi-
dent allowed him to go

to the U.S. for the opera-
tion, on the understanding
that he would retum to the
Philippines atter the opera-
tion, and that he would not
engage in political activities.

Aquino, however, violated
his covenant with Mr. Mar-
cos not to engage in politi-
cal activities. But he main-
tained his stance to come
back to the Philippines, either
through the backdoor or
through the legal route.

He then accepted a fellow-
ship at Harvard where he
worked on a model for a
Philippine government after
martial law. His fellowship
was supposed to have ended
middle of last year, but it
was extended.

He repeated his promise
to go back home on several
occasions. One time was Sept.
23, 1981, when he said that
he hoped to return to his
country some day.

Early that month he went
to Sabah, Malaysia, where
hismovements were, however,
not traced by Philippine
Consulate officials in Sabah,
There were reports that he
made a short swing to Min-
danso through the backdoor,
This  has not been denied
nor conlirmed,

Aquino early this year
sald, In on interview with
Tacloban's DYVL, that he

government,

*“This is the clear stand of
the Opposition which no pro-
paganda ploy of Mr. Mar-
cos can distort or change."

for domestic services into
one ‘“homogeneous” na-
tional, urban, and rural
requirements in telecom-
munications.

This means that the
integrated backbone
(transmission) system

should be inter-operable,
interlinkable and compa-
tible with the existing
telecom equipment, they
added.

They said that enfran-
chised utility operators
shall be allowed a tran-
sitory period of 10 years
from date of release of
the common network
standards within which to
comply with the same.

The backbone system,
according to them, should
be limited to only two —
one for voice (telephone)
and the other for non-
voice(telegram, telex, facsi-
mile and datacom).

Jose Luis Santiago,
PCCI spokesman, said that
telegraph, not telephone,
is the present major means
of communications being
used by the common lao.

The industry has de-
monstrated a much lower
investment approach to
introduce the services ol
even the more sophisti-

had been travelling extensive-
ly in the U.S. and in some
parts of the world, including

Southeast Asia, the Middle
East and even in Lalin
America,

At one time, he said in
the same interview, he tried
to mediate between the Mus-
lim National Liberation Front
(MNLF) and the government
of President Marcos but the
President ignored the results
of his (Aquino's) efforts.
(See WE Forum Feb. 3.5,
1982.)

He had made
the Middle
was betore
ol President

Arabia last

said he
several Ltrips to
Last, the latest
the state visit
Marcos to Saudi
March,

He had gone there, sources
said, to confer with Misuari
on the Mindanao problem.
(See WE Forum, Feh. 27-
March 2, 1982))

word of the Lord, and all
his works are trustworthy.
He loves justice and right;
of the kindness of the Lord
the earth is full. . ."” (Psalm
32, ver. 1-5)

My lriends, on this after-
noon we have reason to
exult and praise the Lord
for He has brought us toge-
ther in this Hall dedicated
to justice and right to witness
the exodus to the outside
world of a group of young
men and women who for
the past four years have
sat at the feet of masters in
the law to acquire wisdom
and knowledge that would
make them upright, trust.
worthy and just members of
a noble profession and a
God-centered society.

I am truly grateful for
this privilege of participating
in these commencement exer-
cises of my beloved Alma
Mater and 1 rejoice with our
graduates’ on this their gra-
duation day and pray with
them that they will share
bountifully from the kindness

of the Lord of which, as
stated in the Psalm, the
earth is full.

What grieves me, however,
is that while we celebrate
in joy the victory of our
graduates in the legal profes-
sion our heads are bowed in
shame and sorrow over the
tragedy which  befell the
highest tribunal of the land.
The so<alled 1981 Bar scan-
dal involving some members
of the Court aroused public
condemnation from newspa-
per editors, columnists, law
groups, and the general pub-
lic and eventually caused the
mass resignation of the Jus-
tices of that Court. With
the acceptance by President
Marcos of said resignations
around 5 o'clock in the
afternoon of May 10, 1982,
the country found itself with-
out a Supreme Court, the
Institution which the Filipino
people expects to play the
role of “guardian of the
Constitution, protector of
the people’s rights and free-
doms, and repository of the
nation’s guaranfees against
tyranny, despotism, and dic-

‘cated datacom, Santiago,
a telecom  authority,
added.

Ben Tesoro, president
of ITESAP, sald that Dans’
plan of outright intro-
ductions of digital equip-
ment would displace most
of the small telecom sup-
pliers in the country.

Julio Cruz, president
of PAPTELCO, said that
with the backbone system
being given to the national
carriers, the  country
would still suffer more
from inept telephone ser-
vices, “Monopoly is not

the solution, but inter-
trunking systems,”"  he
added,

Earlier, they sent their
proposals to the Batasan
Pambansa (o press an
action of their proposal
The assoclations are pre-
paring more  perunent
resolutions In a ‘“‘show-
down' with Minister Dans
who Is scheduled to meet
them next week.

A candidate for barangay captain in Bgy. Pinahan, Quezon
City, points to the names of alleged flying voters listed in one
of the polling precincts in the barangay.

tatorship.”” This void in the
Judicial Branch of the govern-
ment presents dangers to civil
liberties and other rights of
citizens and we hope that
there will be no occasion in
the future for such a calamity
to occur.

The present tragic situa-
tion of our country being
without a Supreme Court
brings up in my mind the
question: After the procla-
mation of martial law on
Sept. 21, 1972, by President
Marcos, what has the Su-
preme Court done to defend
the Constitution, protect the

people’s rights and freedoms, .

and pguarantee the nation
against despotism and dicta-
torship?

Let me now review with
you briefly some contro-
versial decisions of the Su-
preme Court becausd of
which, in my opinion, it has
failed to a certain degree in
its role of guardian and de-
fender of the Counstitution
and the people’s freedoms.

UNIDO'S STATEMENT

The United Nationalist De-
mocratic  Organization des-
cribed yesterday as “a
big let-down and a complete
disappointment’  President
Marcos’ reappointment of 12
out of 14 resigned justices of
the Supreme Court.

Speaking through former
Sen. Salvador H. Laurel,
UNIDO interim president, the
opposition said Mr. marcos
**cannot hope to restore the
shattered faith of the people
in the Supreme Court”
after he (President) reap-
pointed 12 to 14 resigned
Justices.

*The President’s decision
to reappoint 12 and not to
reappoint two of resigned
justices,”” the UNIDO leader
said, “‘amounts to a judg-
ment that the 12 are inno-
cent and the two are guilty
which is a power he does
not possess under the Cons-
titution."

“President Marcos” deci-
sion Is a big let-down and
a great disappointment,’”’

Laurel explained, “after Mr.
Marcos had made the people
believe through the press that
he was going to do every-
thing to save the integrity of
the Supreme Court."

“In the same way that
Justices of the  Supreme
Court cannol judge or re-
move the President, he (Chief
Executive) hus no power to
judge justices of the highest
tribunal,’” Laurel added, "The
proper procedure is impeach-
ment as provided in the
Consttution."'

“Mr. Marcos' mistake was
in ‘accepting’ the resignation
ol I the 14 justices which

he should not have done
because the act of accep-
tance amounted to an act
of removal which is a power
he does not possess. He
should have merely received
the written resignations, if
any.

“The consequence of Pre-
sident Marcos' mistake placed
him in the following dilem-
ma:

“1. He cannot accept
the resignation of some and
reject the resignation of

others without at the same
time prejudging their worth-

iness or unworthiness to
remain in the Supreme
Court.

2. He cannot reappoint

all the eothers without im-
pliedly exonerating those re-
appointed and condemning
those not reappointed.

**3. He cannot reappoint
all because that would have
the effect of condemning
even the innocent.”

BAR PETITIONS

Two unsuccessful candi-
dates in the 198] Bar exa-
minations have hailed Presi-
dent Marcos' concern for the
rechecking of all the candi-
dates papers, and petitioned
the Supreme Court to
particularly look into their
Cases.

The candidates — Ruben
Parungao, Jr. of 31 Cristobal
Street, Cubao, Quezon City,
and Franklin R. Arrieta, of
91 V. Luna Extension, Sika-
tuna Village, Quezon City —
said their grades in labor
and social legislation, mer-
cantile law and remedial law
were lower than what they
should have been credited.
In addition to these subjects,
Arrieta said he also got low
in criminal law.

They believe that a re-
checking of their examina-
tion papers would give them
higher general average to pass

the Bar.
Their grades were

Arrieta, Political and inter-
national law, 81 percent;
labor and social legislation,
74; cvil law, 60; taxation,
73: mercantile law, 78: crimi-
nal law, 75; remedial law,
63, and legal ethics and prac-
tical exercises, 79,

Pdrungao. Political and
international law, 72 labor
and sodal legislation, 70,
criminal law, 74: taxation,
71; mercantile law, 72; cri-
minal law, 81: remedial law,
59, and legal ethics and
practical exerclses, 83,

The two sald in their
separate petitions that they
are entilted to a reconsidera:
tion and review “to avoid,"
they added quoting Chief
Justice Enrique M. Fernan-
do, "'the commission of possi-
ble Injustice."




The World

Scientists’ survey
predicts Palawan oil

MANILA (PNA) — West
German geophysicists  said
May 11 oil explored in the
country, which tends to be
disparaged as “‘degraded and
limited,” has been conducted
only in marginal areas and
need to be carried out more
intensively in offshore areas
in West and South Palawan,

Dr. Karl Hinz, director and
professor at the Federal Insti-
tute of Geoscience and
Natural Science in West Ger-
many,, said that ‘“‘more
efforts need to be exerted”
in the exploration of oil in
the Philippines.

Hinz, along with other
West German geoscientists,
are in Manila to undertake
with the Bureau of Mines
here tectonic surveys that
would help serve as bases for
future natural resources ex-
ploration.

The scientists’ findings re-
veal that Northern Palawan,
the reed bank and the dan-
gerous grounds used to be
adjacent to the (China
Mainland 35 million years
ago.
“In a gradual movement at
a speed of two o three
centimeters per year, the cen-
tral and southern part of
Palawan moved away from
the China Mainland towards
the Philippine archipelago.

“*Based on this, because
Hainan Island in South China
has been found to contain
oil, it is thus almost sure
that these areas in Palawan
also contain oil,”" Hinz said
resulting in “‘subduction.”
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INT'L. PEACE CONFAB

Pacifist’s speech banned

AMSTERDAM (AFP) —
A Dutch representative at the
international religious peace
conference in Moscow walked
out of a public session after
he was refused permission to
speak, Netherlands’ ANP
news agency reported here,

ANP added that Wim Bar-
tels of the Dutch IKV — In-
terchurch Council for Peace
-—— was also prevented from
distributing the text of his
planned speech to 500 dele-
gates representing the major
faiths of the world.

This, IKV told the agency,
contradicted earlier assur-
ances by the organizers of
the conference — so far
ignored by the Soviet press.

Bartels told ANP in Mos-
cow that in his banned
speech, he intended to call
for the elimination of all

Western and Soviet medium-
range nuclear missiles from
Continental Europe,

He also planned to voice
support for dissident Eastem
European organizations such
as Czechoslovakia’s Charter
77, Poland’s Solidarity and
East Germany's Evangelical

Churches Pacifist Movement,
he said.

IKV, which is a Dutch
pacifist movement, had or-
ganized an  anti-nuclear
demonstration here last fall in
which 200000 people took
part

Cyclists’ world tour

NEW DELHI (AFP) -
lhree  young  Americans
cycling around the world to
raise funds for health care in
developing countries arrived
in the Indian capital over the
weekend Lo break their
17,000 kms (10,620 mile)
journey for a week's rest
here,

For Donald Duncan, his
older brother David Duncan

and James Logan, the aim is
to draw attention to Project
Hope, the health care foun-
dation which promotes health
education in some 16 lesser
developed countries.

David, leader of the team
and a freelance joumnalist,
told newsmen they plan to
raise  US$500,000 for the
Hope program.

WORLD NEWS FOLIO

Student attacked; severs hand

JAKARTA (AFP) — A student had his left hand severed
when two men attacked him as he was waiting for his girl-
friend in Surabaya, East Java. He had raised his arm to pro-
tect himself from the sword aimed at his head, and then felt
his hand fall off as the blade cut it at the wrist, according to
Antara News Agency. Shouting for help, he managed to pick
up his bleeding hand off the ground and rushed to hospital,
Antara added.

Violence in Black University

CISKEI, South Africa (AFP) — Police armed with automatic
rifles were reported to be patrolling the Fort Hare University
for blacks here after a boycott of classes by some 1,500 stu-
dents. They were protesting against arresis after a violent
demonstration against Ciskeian President Chief Lennox Sabe.
The authorities were reportedly considering closure of the
university.

Canada testing on Indian nuke plant?

NEW DELHI (AFP) — Indian nuclear scientists have accused
Canada of supplying defective equipment for the Rajasthan
Atomic Energy Plant in northwest India, which has had 251
breakdowns since its commissioning nine years ago. *‘Canada
has indeed done its experiments at the cost of India,” an
Indian news agency gouted the scientists as saying.

Seamen tricked; for repatriation

SINGAPORE (AFP) — A group of Burmese seamen are re-
portedly stranded here after being lured to Singapore with
promises of employment, alleged to have been brought in
under social visit passes. Labor Ministry sources said there are
about 45 such Burmese seamen now in the Republic pending
repatriation.

Soviets on hunger strike

MOSCOW (AFP) — Six Soviet men and women married to
foreigners began an unlimited hunger strike to get permission
to join their spouses abroad. The strike coincides with the
opening in Moscow of an intemational conference of religious
leaders from various countries.

U.S. media ‘excesses’ hit

CHICAGO (PNA) — Ame-
rican media’s ‘“‘investigative
excesses,” as well as their
“enthrallment with adversary
joumnalism”  which regards
the government as “the ene-
my,”” have hurt their credi-
bility and the cause of a self-
informed citizenry.

Michael J. O'Neill, pre-
sident of the American Socie-
ty of Newspaper Editors
(ASNE), told the just con-
cluded ASNE convention
here that the Watergate scan-
dal and the Vietnam war
“enormously increased’ (he
power of the LS. media in
the last decade.

However, O'Neill, who is
also editor of The New
York Daily News, the
nation’s largest daily with a
Sunday circulation of over
two million, added that he
was not sure the mass media
people were using this power
wisely.

“The tendency has been
to revel in the power and
wield it freely, rather than
to accept any corresponding
increase in responsibility,’” he
told about
and their guesfs.

These extraordinary
powers of media, displayed
by network television and the
national press, have been used
to influence public issues and
national elections, help dif-
fuse Congress authority and
fragment political parties
“‘even to make presidents or
break them,” he said.

“Indeed, the media now
weigh so heavily in the scales
of power that some politicdl
scientists fear we are up-

500 journalists |

setting the checks and bal-
ances invented by our fore-
fathers,” O'Neill added,

He cited the observation
of Sen. Daniel P. Monayhan
that the press already has the
upper hand in Washington,
and fthat if this bhalance
should tip too far in its
direction, **our = capacity for
effective democratic govern-
ment will be seriously and
dangerously weakened.”

*O'Neill also echoed the
warning of Max M. Kampel-
man that “the relatively un-
restrained power ol media
may well represent an even
greater challenge to demo
cracy than the much pub-
licized abuses of power by
the executive and the Cong-

(Left

ress.”’

In some cases, he said,
investigative reporting has run
off the ethical tracks, need-
lessly hurting individuals and
institutions when the lure of
sensational headlines has pre-
vailled over fairness, balance,
and valid public purpose,”

In seeking conflict and
controversy wherever they
could be found, O'Neill said
mass media have been sapping
energies and diverting atten-
fion {rom more urgent public
1SSUES.

The results of all this,
he said, are badly fractured
power, diminished capacity
to govern and the failure to
achieve consensus on vital
national issues,

Dali still
‘existing’

MADRID — Spanish sur-
realist painter Salvador Dali
said on his 78th birthday that
he wanted the world to know

that he still existed and
would “exist a little more
each day.”

In a brief telephone inter-
view with Spanish national
radio, the surrealist master
said from his home in Port
Lligat, Gerona, that he was
currently working on a canvas
entitled ““The Metamorphosis
of Facts."

His voice trembling and
barely audible, the ailing

painter said: “Tell the world 1
still exist and will exist a little
more each day."

to right) Mrs. Birgit Woolcott, Patron of the Australian Women’s Group, Mrs. Robin

Stretch, president of the Australisnn Women's Group, Fr. Leo English and Ambassador Richard
Woolcoli at the handover ceremony.

Humanities

Aussies ready
Tagalog-English
dictionary

The Australian Ambassa-
dor, Mr. Richard Woolcott,
and the President of the
Australian Women's Group,
Mrs. Robin Stretch, recently
donated two checks total-
ling P15,600 towards the pro-
duction of a comprehensive
Tagalog-English dictionary.

soon after his arrival in the
Philippines in 1936,

He said that when the new
dictionary would have been
produced next year he would
continue his research in this
field adding and revising
words for (uture editions,

Biggest
orchestra

MILWAUKEE, Wiscon-
sin (AFP) More than:
6,000 musicians got to-
gether in a shopping center
parking lot here and broke
the Guinness Book of Re-
cords Standard for the
biggest orchestra ever to
play under one conductor.

They gave a rendition
of John, Philip Sousa’s
Stars and Stripes Forever,
and caused a huge traffic
jam on a nearby highway
as motorists stopped to
gawk.

The previous Guinness
record was set in 1872
when 987 musiclans gave a
concert in Boston, with
Johann Strauss, Jr. con-
ducting,

The donations were made
to the author of the dic-
tionary, Father Leo English,
an Australian priest who has
served in the Philippines for
the past 46 years.

Father English has been
working on the dictionary for
the past thirteen years and
hopes to have it ready for
publication early next year.

The current dictionary is
being financed by a number
of donors, the latest being
P10,000 from Ambassador
Woolcott's Discretionary
Fund and P5,600 from
members of the Australian
Women's Group — an organi-
zation consisting mainly of
the wives of Australians living
in the Philippines.

Father English said that
his interest in producing Eng-
lish-Tagalog and Tagalog-

English  dictionaries  began
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Editorial
‘Oversimplified’ poll

By the time this issue is on the streets, the number
of killings and acts of terrorism that attended the
barangay elections May 17 would have risen. Daily
newspaper reports the following day already placed
the number of killed at seven. And, reported the
Times Journal, “The death toll in the ciections
may still go up as reports from the provinces reach
the PC headquarters in Camp Crame.”

We are not sure as to how many people killed
would make an election peaceful in the eyes of the
Commission on Elections. For, despite the expected
ris¢ in the number of killings, the Comelec already
has judged that ‘“‘the balloting from 7'a.m. to 5 p.m.
was generally peaceful, free, honest and orderly,
except for some isolated cases of violence, terrorism
and various election irregularities,”” (Times Journal,
May 18.)

Of course, we didn’t expect completely peaceful
elections. That would have been impossible, consider-
ing that many, if not most, of the incumbent baran-
gay captains wanted to lengthen their already long
overdue terms and that, because many of them had
actually been useless, other residents wanted them
out of office.

This, plus the fact that mayors want to have their
own men to hold office, preparatory to their (ma-
yors’) own elections a few years from now, actually
made the violence and terrorism inevitable.

Perhaps, the violence and terrorism should be
blamed on the Comelec because it oversimplified
the barangay elections by merely attaching to it
the monicker ‘““nonpartisan.”’

With a grain of salt

Two scenes in
Shake - Down
Alley

By ARMANDO J. MALAY

L3
-

ﬁ'. l

We keep reading in the
ne wspapers the word “'ter-
rorists,”” In fact, we at
WE Forum and Malaya
aleo write about terrorists
every now and then. And
we thought we knew what
terrorist are — until we
heard from Zamboanga
City Mayor Cesar (-
maco, who lives where
“terrorists’’ exist.

It seemed Climaco is
bothered as to what the
word means. His problem
surfaced in  his  May
11 urgent letter to Maj.
Gen. Delfin C. Castro,
commander of the South-
ern Command, Calarian,
Zamboanga City. Substan-
tial portion of his letter
follows:

“But WHO are the
TERRORISTS?  Possibly
the Military may have bet-
ter intelligence to identify
these TERRORISTS!

“I, personally and de-
finitely, have NO WAY
not BASIS to make
positive identification.

“WHY 1 cannot make
Positive Identification —
because to my mind these
TERRORISTS could very
well be ANYONE:

“* The CCA — the
Political Opposition which

From the Fxecutive Fditor

What are terrorists?

believes in the use of the
BALLOTS!

“* The MNLF — the
Violent Opposition seek-
ing secession and resort-
img to BULLETS, like:

“* The NPA — another
Violent Opposition in
actual rebellion!

“* Or some kind of
SPECIAL FORCES — be-
holden to the KBL lead-
ership, or some well=ca-
mouflaged underground or
covert Agents of the
Administration — moti-
vated by sinister designs
to disrupt the forthco-
ming Barangay and Re-
gional Elections or for
some other Machiavellian
political motives!

“For one thing, | sim-
ply cannot understand
WHY despite the deploy-
ment of COUNTLESS
TROOPS and ARMORED
VEHICLES, immediately
after the 1:00 o’clock

BOMBINGS — yet in the
Y

each other,
Sam (Starting to feel

uneasy) “Yes, I do re-
member."

The uneasy relation
between the People's Re-
public of China and the
United States is similar to

that between a “live-dn”
couple beginning to disco-
ver that cohabitation with-
out benefit of a formal
marriage is no bed of ro-
ses,

Let’s eavesdrop on the
first household in Shake-
down Alley.

Red Lotus: *‘Sam, do
you remember when we
first came together we pro-
mised to let bygone be
bygone and that we were
to be utterly frank with

Red Lotus: “And do
you remember promising
you'd having nothing to
do any more with that wo-
man living at the end of
this alley?”

Sam: “Yeah, yeah, |
do remember, but vague-
ly, What’s on your mind?"

Red Lotus: “Well, that
woman is telling all and
sundry that you have given
her a TV set. She's very
proud of her new acquisi-
tion, What does that make

&8 necessary.
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of me, Sam7"

Sam: “But it's only a
run-down black-and-white
TV set which was lying
around in my old house.”

Red Lotus: “*Black-and-
white, or color, | don’t
care. It's the principle of
the thing."”

Sam: “Principle? Who's

speaking of principles?
Was my promise in wri-
ting?”

Red Lotus: “Didn't we
sign an agreement in
Shanghai virtually binding
us not to have anything to
do with others? You sus-
pected | was making eyes
at Mr. Ivan, and indeed
he was showing some in-
terest in me, but since we
decided to live tcgether
I've driven him [rom my
thought.”

Sam: “Aw, come on,
Red Lotus. Let's forget
this mess. Let her have
that old black-and-white
set, and I'll get you a 24-
inch color TV and a Be-
tamax thrown in for good
measure. Come to Papa,
my little one, and give him
a big kiss."

In the second house-
hold, also in Shake-down
Alley.

White Plum: “Oh, dar-
ling, thank you for the TV

set, although I wish it were
color. Now the whole
neighborhood comes here
at night to watch TV mo-
vies. You've made me very
happy, Sam.

Sam: “But you don't
know how it upset her. If
I don't mollify her, she
might take up with that
lecherous Mr. Ivan."”

White Plum: “Who's
Mr. Ivan? Is he the fellow
who used to whistle at
me? Is he the one with the
carrot-rted  beard? He
looked interesting.”

Sam: “Now, now,
White Plum. Just because
of Red Lotus, you're not
thinking of going with that
Ivan fellow, are you?”

White Plum: “Well, |
was thinking, since you've
shacked with Red Lotus,
I feel so lonesome at
home."

Sam: ‘“Come, come,
away with such thought.
After all, not all is over
beiween us yet."

White Plum: “To keep
me company, why don't
you get me a color TV, a
radio, a Polaroid camera,
six vases, and six rolls of
Shantung silk? Do you
think Mr. [yan can buy
them for me?”

Sam: “Goddam!”

midst of this massive de-
ployment of  veteran
Fighters and Law Enfor-
cers, and in clear day
light, there was the 4
o'clock  SERIES OF
BOMB EXPLOSIONS -
with the TERRORISTS
conveniently and easily
eluding ARREST and or
IDENTIFICATION! What
a SHAME! (The bombing
was on May 10. Three
persons were killed and
8 wounded.)

“Yesterday, when I was
making the rounds of the
BOMBING SCENES and
the HOSPITALS (to ex-
tend assistance and medi-
cines to the VICTIMS)
—~ 1 was propelled by
the conviction that I was
working WITH the Gov-
ernment Forces in
SEARCH of the TER-
RORISTS. On second
thought, however, I now
feel disturbed by a strange
FEELING that these DE-
VILISH WORK may,
after all, be the handwork
of a TINY CELL of
CLEVERLY DISGUISED
TERRORISTS, unknown
to you and me, who
were, actually side by side
with us, and yet pretend-
ing to look innocent
searching for TERROR-
ISTS, thereby misleading
the AFP, you and me!

“Frankly, | am now
so CONFUSED. . . and
so, 1 am writing you
this letter, General, to
unburden myself of this
disturbing feeling: WHO
could be these TERROR-
ISTS in our midst?.”

We heard some words
that our headline on the
case of Ricardo *‘Dini”
Manotoc, who was not al-
lowed to leave the coun-
try (see last issue), tended
to mislead. Some readers,

or 50 our informants told
us, thought that it was
Tommy Manotoc who was A
stopped at the airport.

Our answer to this is:
If it was Tommy, we
would have used the word
Tommy. It would have
had more impact.

If our readers remem-
ber, we always used the
word “Tommy” in our
stories, on his kidnap-
ping and wedding with
Miss Imee Marcos, when-
ever possible. Here are the
first headlines on the run-
ning Tommy story:

Wedding
of Imee,
Manotoc
denied
Jan. 6-8, 1982

U.S. judge
talks on
Imee’s
‘wedding’
Jan. 9-12, 1982

Imee
won't
talk
Jan. 13-15, 1982

‘Ready
for the
worst,”
Manotocs.
Jan. 16-19, 1982

‘Help
us
find
Tommy’
Jan, 20-22, 1982

Tommy's
divorce
valid?
Jan. 22-26, 1982

Reward on
Tommy's
car; Au-Au
searching
Jan. 27-29, 1982

Tommy's
alive?
Jan. 30-Feb. 2, 1982

This is my own

Only time

will tell

By JOAQUIN R. ROCES

Demaocracy should be built from the base
And that really should have been the case
But even tho it came in this late phase

For the barangay elections
We can only have praise

Our barangays are no longer appointees
Who simply had to do all they were told
And acted as if they were mere dupties

Of the appointing powers
Who kept them in their hold

And now they are free!

But freedom means nothing more
Than having a choice
In means choosing between silence
Or havilng a voice
i

The barangays really serve

the appointing powers well
Will they now serve their own people as well?
Only time will tell!




Viewpoints

Clean Justices’
reappointment
well taken

By RAUL M. GONZALEZ

All of a sudden, so-
called leaders of the Bar
who hardly said a word
during the height of the
Bar scandal, suddenly
came alive to say their
cents worth, now that Mr.
Marcos has accepted the
resignations of the Justices.
These are the opportunists
who want to share the
limelight after being fence-
sitters all the while. Now,
they are rushing in to de-
mand for blood even of
those clean of the mess,
Little do they realize the
far-reaching significance to
the independence and
stability of the Judiciary
with the precedentnow set
by Mr. Marcos in accepting
the resignations en masse
without identifying the
guilty or the innocent,

L

The acceptance by Pres-
ident Marcos of the resig-
nations of all Supreme
Court Justices is a big
blow against the stability
and independence of the
Judiciary and is unfair
and cruel on those mem-
bers of the court who

are clean, innocent and
untainted of the Bar scan-
dal. It also constitutes a
very dangerous precedent

in our Judicial annals
which could, forever,
emasculate the highest

court of the land and
place it at the mercy of
the Executive and of other
extraneous forces beyond
its control.
s
While we do not ques-
tion the motivations of the
President in accepting all
resignations, including
those from Justices whose
names are clean and clear
of the scandal, we now
fear that the constitutional
demarcation lines between
Executive and the Court
have been infringed and
with such a precedent,
the very foundation of the
Judiciary, guarded by the
Constitution, is now for-
ever compromised.
L
It is a dangerous pre-
cedent because, in the fu-
ture, if any one or two
members of the Court
Page 7, please

hilippine scene

— Ni FRANCISCO ‘SOC’ RODRIGO

A matter of opinion

The Bar
scandal: a
post-mortem

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, Jr.

The President last week
set to rest all manner of
speculation on how he
would defuse the public
outrage on the most se-
rious scandal ever under
his administration, or
under any administration,
for that matter,

Within hours after he
had accepted the resigna-
tion of all the members
of the Supreme Court,
he administered the oath
to fourteen of the 15
men he had chosen to sit
in the new court,

It was not, in a sense,
a new court. For, 12 of
the 15 were members of
the Fernando Court. And
this fact is what still
bothers the public mind,
To a great many, it was a
mere simulation, a token
change. The mountain la-
bored, you know.

At least, two other
members of the former
Supreme Court were ex-
pected to get the ax but
they were spared. It made
political sense, it was an
act of compassion, it was
noblesse oblige. But the
wisdom of the act is

open (o question. Time
will tell.

In the future the acts
of those who were let
off will always be sus-
pect. The stigma will re-
main, it will refuse to
die. The breach of faith
is unforgivable. As an
editorial in Bulletin Today
says: ‘. . . the court is
held in high esteem and
the public can be unforgi-
ving if its confidence in
the tribunal is eroded by
any degree. For an insti-
tution like the Supreme
Court, human frailty can-
not be an excuse. That
should be known from the

r 13
start. T

There is little future
for men like Vicente G.
Ericta and Ramon C.
Fernandez. They have
been disgraced by the
fact that they were singled
out as unworthy of a re-
appointment to the high
tribunal. They must drink
the cup of humiliation
to the dregs. And show-
ing their faces in public
could be a great ordeal
for some time to come.
Stripped of their good
name, no words can des-
cribe the depths of their
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Tulang
Pangkasaysayan
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Opinion

Views & Interviews

Backwardness
of science

Dahil sa ilang mga kompromiso sa ibayong-dagat,
ako'y mawawala sa Pilipinas ng isang buwan, humigit-
kumulang,

Sa panahong ako'y wala rito, minarapat kong ipub-
lika sa kolum na ito ang mahabang tulang sinulat ko
noong Septyembre 1975.

Ito’y ‘‘tulang pangkasaysayan'™ na ang pamagat -ay
PASYON AT KAMATAYAN NG ATING KALAYAAN.

Binubuo ito ng 453 stanzas. . . mas mahaba kaysa
Florante at Laura, na may 399 stanzas.

Natapos kong sulatin ito noong 30 Septyembre 1975.

Kainitan pa noon ng martial law.

Ang una kong ipinamudmod ay *“mimeographed
copies” ng tulang ito. Pagkaraan, nakatagpo ako ng isang
“underground press”’ na pumayag mag-imprenta ng libo-
libong mga kopya.

Nang nakarating ito sa kaalaman ng gobyemo, itinu-
ring na “subversive literature’’ ang tula. Inaresto at
ikinulong ang ilang mga nadakip na may kopya nito.

Tatlo-ang mga kasong nakarating sa aking kaalaman:
(1) isang dentista sa Marikina; (2) isang seminarista sa
San Jose Scminary; at (3) isang komersyante sa Sta.
Maria, Bulakan.

Sila'y pawang dinakip at ibinilanggo sa bintang na
“possession and distribution of subversive literature,”
dahil lang sa natagpuang mayroon silang ilang kopya
ngnasabing tula.

Ngunit, nakapagtataka! Ako — na siyang sumulat,
nagpa-imprenta at namudmod ng tula — ay hindi dinakip
o ikinulong, gayong nakalimbag sa “cover page’” ang aking
pangalan, i.e., “Tulang Pangkasaysayan ni Francisco
Soc Rodrigo.”

Alam ko ang dahilan. .

Bagama't ako'y dalawang beses dinakip at ikinulong
dahil sa ibang mga bintang, ayaw nila akong arestohin
para sa aking tula. . . sapagkat alam nilang, kapag ginawa
nila iyan, mababantog ang aking tuls. Magiging “best
seller,”” Paghahanapin ng bayan.

Sa kabilang dako, nais naman nilang takutin ang mga
tao sa pagbasa at pag-lingat niyan, kaya't ang inaresto
nila ay ilang mga ordinaryong mamamayan.

Ako'y nagprisintang magpabilanggo nang nabalitaan
kong nakakulong sa Camp Crame ang dentistang taga
Marikina. Sinulatan ko si Sec. Ponce Enrile. Hiniling
kong ako angibilanggo embes na ang dentista.

Pero sa halip na ako'y dakipin, pinakawalan ang
dentista.

Bayan, ang tulang ito ay may tatlong kabanata; I.
ANG ATING NAKARAAN; I1. ANG ATING KASALU-
KUYAN; at [Il. ANG ATING KINABUKASAN AT
MGA PANININDIGAN.

Ang unang kabanata ay naglalahad ng “‘genesis"
ng martial law. . . ang tunay na dahilan kung bakit
ipinataw ito ni Marcos sa bayan, at ang mga taong may
kaugnayan sa mga pangyayari noon.

Ang ikalawang kabanata ay naglalahad ng mga naging
konsekwensya ng martial law hanggang noong Sept.
30, 1975. . . na lahat halos ay kasawian.

Ang ikatlong kabanata ay naglalarawan sa ating hina-
harap, at naglalahad ng mga patakaran at simulaing dapat
nating taluntunin.
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PART I

Without the basic sciences — modemn physics, chemis-
try, biology, mathematics — technology cannot progress,
and industrialization will lag behind. This is what is hap-
pening in our country because of the short-sighted poli-
cies and inverted priorities of the NSDB for years. For
this reason about 50 top scientists and professors, led by
Dr. Roger Posadas who is the head of the physics depart-
ment of the University of the Philippines, Diliman,
signed a petition to Mr. Marcos to remedy the backward-
ness of Science in this country. Instead, Mr. Marcos
changed the leadership of the NSDB, and appointed Dr.
Emil Javier, an agriculturist, as its chairman. The atti-
tude of the'scientists was — wait and see.

Javier tried to placate the scientists by holding three
conferences with them, whole day,in first class clubs and
hotels. Then, out of the blue, Executive Order 784
(first version) appeared reorganizing the NSDB and chan-
ging its name to National Science and Technology
Authority or NSTA, dated 17 March 1982. It did not
reflect the views of the scientists, It proposed greater
control over all science agencies, to include the Philip-
pine Atomic Energy Commission or PAEC.

At first, the Technology Resource Center or TRC
under the Ministry of Human Settlements, hence under
Mrs. Imelda Marcos, was also included, to be transferred
to NSTA, but Javier was not powerful enough to do this.
So another version (second version) of Executive Order
784 came out with Section 9 removed, the section
swallowing the TRC was erased. The NSTA will now only
coordinate with TRC, to save face perhaps.

PAEC Commissioner, Dr. Zoilo Bartolome, a nuclear
physicist (he was the one who put the Diliman research
reactor operational in 1963 and was some years ago in-
vited as consultant on nuclear reactors in South Korea
which has about eight nuclear power reactors), objected
to the transfer of the PAEC from the Office of the Pre-
sident (though attached to the Office of Prime Minister
Virata) and sent, on 1 April 1982, a memorandum to
the Office of Tuvera, addressed to President Marcos,
asking the latter to kindly reconsider that aspect of Exe-
cutive Order 784 which allegedly transferred PAEC to
NSTA and to clarify his responsibilities regarding now
the safety of the Bataan Nuclear Plant which is being
installed. Republic Act 5207 gave PAEC a semi-judicial
and semi-legislative function and authority for licensing
and regulating nuclear power plants. This was one of the
justifications for removing the PAEC from the old NSDB
years ago, why put it back under another name? Most
atomic energy agencies in the world are directly under
the Executive because of their delicate and dangerous
functions to safeguard the safety of the people.

Indeed, who will be the one responsible if something
happens to the nuclear reactor, Emil Javier, an agricultu-
rist, or Zoilo Bartolome, a nuclear physicist, and the
physicists of PAEC? Evidently the NSTA did not consult
the PAEC sufriciently on this. Only recently, the steam
generator part of the Bataan Nuclear Power Reactor was
damaged in unloading, a sensitive tube was bent. The
PAEC sent a report to the President as it should be.
Sending it to the NSTA will mean bureaucratic delays
before the President receives it, and the NSTA would
not understand the report anyway without PAEC ex-
plaining it to Mr. Marcos. Why then should PAEC be
under NSTA? Suppose the PAEC would like to inform
the President regarding a highly urgent and classified
research, does this mean that it should first be approved
by NSTA where the possibility of leakage is multiplied?
Science is above politics, for here the future of the
people is involved. Politiclans who want to make a
power-play of science are a disgrace to this country. It s
not politics that will save our country, but science. So
far we are a backward country because we are backward
in science. All palabas!

To be continued

By PROF. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALEZ |
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RP’s IMF standby cred

The Marcos regime’s re-
quest  for another standby
credit from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) is like-
ly to be disapproved. if the
Fund's Board of Directors
follows the recommendation
of a recent Mission to the
Philippines.

This information was re-
layed to the Congress Task
Force (CTF) by highly placed
sources within the East Asia
Division of the World Bank
who also said that the IMF
executive directors are cur-
rently under great pressure
from the Philippine govern-
ment and the Rezgan admi-
nistration to disregard the
Mission’s recommendation.
The same sources provided
CTF with a copy of the mis-
sion report entitled “Phil-
ippines—Staff Report for
the 1982 Article IV Con-
sultation” (March 24, 1982).

If the executive directors
do veto the requested credit,
this would have massive
negative implications for the
ability of the regime to conti-
nue to raise money from
international private banks,
since the latter are greatly
dependent on the IMF’s as-
sessment of the creditworthi-
ness of a government.

Regime Flunks IMF Test

The IMF Mission was re-
portedly extremely displeased
with some aspects of the gov-
emment’s perfformance under
the 1980-81 Standby Ar-
rangement which involved an
IMF balance-of-payments
loan of about $533 million
in return for the govern-
ment’s implementation of fis-
cal and monetarv policies
prescribed by the Fund.The
two items which the Mission

By WALDEN BELLO

found most objectionable
were the sharp risc in the
budget deficit and the in-
creased credit use by the pub-
lic sector.

The Budget Deficit. **“The
out-turn of the National gov-
emment budget fell substan-
tially short of the expecta-
tions underlying both the ori-
ginal and revised program,”
notes the Mission repoit. Ori-
ginally projected to be limi-
ted to P4.2 billion (about
$506 million), the deficit in
1981 actually skyrocketed to
P11.9 billion (about $1.4 bil-
lion). The deficit now stands
at 3.9 percent of GNP, in
contrast to the original pro-
gram projection of 1.3
percent.

The IMF team expressed
great disappointment with
the failure of the government
to offset increased public ex-
penditures through more in-
tensive taxation. Compared
to the original projection of
P35.3 billion (around $4.3
billion) in tax revenues for
1981, the actual income came
to only P31.7 billion (about
53.8  billion). Expressing
alarm that the ratio of tax
revenue to GNP declined
from 11.5 percent in 1980 to
10.4 percent in 1981, the
IMF  stemly warned the
regime to squeeze the popu-
lation even more.

** There is need to
improve the structure and ad-
ministration of taxation so as
to increase tax elasticity.
Thus, the objective of in-
creasing govemment savings
should be met in part through

L)

increased revenue mobiliza-
tion.”

Increased Credit Use by
Public Sector. The other key
development evoking the Mis-
sion’s disapproval was the re-
gime’s inability to live up to
the Fund’s prescription of
keeping a tight rein on cre-
dit, especially in the public
sector. Fifty two percent of
the expansion on total liquid-

ity in 1981, the Mission
noted with alarm, was
accounted for by the in-

crease in net credit use by
the public sector, in contrast
to an average of 14 percent
in 1979 and 1980.

Brushing aside the regime’s
argument  that  increased
credit use by the public sec-
tor “‘reflected the weakness
in private demand and the
compensatory expansion of
public investment,” the IMF
team wamed Central Bank
authorities that ‘‘a greater
degree of restraint on credit
use by the public sector

would be necessary.”
The Fund report showed

great concern over the raising
of the Central Bank’s finan-
cing of the rescue of the
troubled companies of Mar-
cos’ cronies from P1.5 bil-
lion — the original program
figure to P3.3 billion in
1981. Without ‘‘offsetting
means of credit restraint,”

the Mission told the povem-
ment, increased Central Bank

participation in the rescue
operation would subvert the
goals of the stabilization
program,

The mission report paints
a very bleak picture of the

it unsure

state of the economy. Com-
menting on the government
estimate of a 4.9 percent
GNP growth rate in 1981, the
Mission asserted:

“This estimate proved dif-
ficult to reconcile with data
on exports, imports and in-
dustrial layoffs, and with
fiscal and monetary develop-
ments. After reviewing the
data base and methodology
underlying the estimate, the
staff team expressed the view
that. . . growth of real GNP
in 1981 was about 2.5 per-
cent.”

The external position of
the economy is likely to de-
teriorate even more in 1982,
the report predicted. The
trade deficit is expected to
reach $2.6 this year, up from
$1.9 in 1980. Servicing the
country’s massive $15.4 bil-
lion external debt ($10 bil-
lion of which is disbursed
medium - and long-term ex-
ternal debt) will rse from
$1.6 billion in 1981 to $2.3
in 1982 and $2.7 billion in
1983. The ‘‘danger thres-
hold” in the debt-service ra-
tio (ratio of debt repayments
to receipts of exports of
goods and services) is nor-
mally assumed to be 20 per-
cent. The ratio, in fact,
passed this ceiling in 1981,
when it hit 22.6 percent, and
it is expected to
climb to an astounding 30.3
percent by 1984,

The only area where the
IMF shows satisfaction with
the government’s perform-
ance is exchange rate policy.
The peso, according to the
Mission, depreciated vis-a-
vis the US dollar by 8 per-
cent in 1981, This outcome
was in line with the Fund’s

From page |

The Bad

When | left Manila on June 11, 1944, which was only three
days after we had buried my one-year-old second son Jose
Antonio, the very first V-Is, “‘small pilotless German air-
craft delivering large bombs and launched from sites in France
and Belgium, began dropping on London, causing enormous
damage. In seven weeks, the ‘buzz bombs’ killed 4,785 people,
seriously injured 14,000, damaged 800,000 homes, of which
17,000 were demolished.”

It was exactly five days since the commander of a U.S.
base in England had said to his airmen: “May I have your
attention, please? This is what we have been waiting for.
This is invasion morning.”’ Yes, the “Crusade in Europe”
was on then and “at day’s end the boats which had landed the
greatest amphibious force in history began ferrying the
wounded and the dead back to England.”

It was D-Day in Normandy on June 6, and the rest of
Dwight D. Eisenhower’s forces had entered Rome, the Eternal
City. In the Pacific, the U.S.s new and secret B-29 superfort-
resses had started bombing the heartland of the Japanese
Empire, while MacArthur's other forces had captured Kwa-
jalein and made another 400-mile leapfrog to attack Eni-
wetok. An even more stunning MacArthur feat was the
1,200-mile jump into the Marianas to recapture Guam and
seize the Japanese stronghold of Saipan, which is only 1,500
miles from the southem tip of Japan itself.

The Allies were chalking up brilliant sea, air and land vic-
tories everywhere but the Japanese forces in the Pacific were
a stubborn lot. They were prepared to die for the Emperor
and in defense of their homeland on the lonely beaches, the
malaria-infested jungles and in the “wild blue yonder,” in that
remarkable spirit that had amazed the entire world. And the
“karhikazes” that were hurtling over American battleships
on a suicidal mission of destruction were coming in droves
from the Japanese airfield at Mabalacat. Pampanga,

Upon seeing Abra for the first time, | knew I had chosen
the ideal evacuation place for my aging mother, my four-
year-old son and, of course, my own self. Abra is a province
isolated from the rest of the world by the mountain ranges
that ring it from the I[locos to the Mountain Province. |
thought to myself that it was a stroke of genius that made me
decide to cast my lot with the Abranians in sitting out the
last days of the enemy occupation.

The place was peaceful and the people were f[riendly.

This was Shangri-La indeed, a hidden paradise for a war-
L]

Wweary, war-torn family like mine was. As I said, my son Tony
had already passed away and my first wife, who was ailing, had
remained in Manila. (She died six months later).

Appearances could be deceptive however, especially during
wartime,

Bangued, the capital of Abra, was a seething volcano in
those days. At the center of the town was a Japanese garrison
that was manned by a small but savage group of enemy sol-
diers. And, it was not exactly surprising because it was sur-
rounded by determined and valiant elements of the under-
ground.

The town was ruled by a formidable duo of Quislings:
Agapito Garduque, the puppet mayor, and his master-mind
Bernardo (“‘Maestro Badong™) Bayquen, who owned the
Abra Hotel, the favorite watering place of the few pro-Jap
diehards in the province.

One day while spending my hours listlessly in my cousin
Pining Viste’s house, an old Manila friend, Conrado B. Rigor,
came to see me and warn me about the “collaborators” in
Bangued. He knew of my underground activities in Manila.

Condring borrowed my Van Paasen book and told me that
he was on his way to Dolores, his hometown. I asked him
about the whereabouts of our mutual friend Carmelo Z. Bar-
bero, who was also from Dolores. He said he did not know
where he was. He however gave me the information that my
law classmate Alfredo Feraren was the provincial fiscal of
Abra; my other classmates Agripino Brillantes, Abraham
Cardenas and Beato Alberto were also in Bangued,

(C.B. Rigor was to command some six months later the
famous 3rd Battalion, of the 121st Infantry, the fightingest
outfit of the USAFIP- North Luzon, or Volckmann's guerril-
las; he was to cover himself with great glory as the “‘hero of
Bessang Pass’™).

One day in September 1944, 1 heard rumors that Govemor
Roque Ablan, of IHocos Norte, was somewhere in La Paz,
a neighboring town, and he was reportedly leading a gucrrilla
group that was going to attack Bangued. I never got to know
how true this story was but later reports said he had been
slain by another guerrilla officer.

The war had spawned a lot of scuttlebutt. and since every-
one was hungry for news about what was happening outside
the occupied towns, people took this bit of news for the gos-
pel truth because they did not know any better or more re-
liable news. This story about Ablan and his death at La Paz
was to persist throughout my stay in Abra. | was much inte-
rested in it because Ablan was a good friend of mine; he was
# writer and student leader during his U.P, days.

To be continued

prescription in early 1981
that “a policy of continuing
real effective depreciation of
the peso would be appro-
priate.” According to the re-
port, the recent mission
“would encourage the autho-
rities to continue with their
recent/ devaluation /policies
until the competitiveness lost
during the past few years has
been restored.” As of March
12, the exchange rate stood
atP8.33 to §1 — compared to
the rate of P7.4 to $1 in early

1980.

Commenting on the dis-
agreements between the Fund
and the regime’s technocrats,
Joel Rocamora, director of
the Southeast Asia Resource
Center in Berkeley, quipped:

“Choosing between the IMF
and Marcos’ folks is like
choosing the weapon that will
execute you — the knife or
the gun. Both groups are es-
sentially on the same side —
against the people.”

UP prof refutes

‘Doroy’

By JOSE C.

on Bar

LAURETA

PART IV

Valencia's claim that L’'Af-
faire Ericta is not a crime.

While Valencia's views are
mostly wrong there is at least
one point on which I agree
with him, namely, that L’Af-
faire Ericta is not a “‘crime,”
since it did not involve the
violation of any law, much
less the Constitution, Of
course, the young Ericta's
score in Mercantile Law was
increased from a measly 56
percent to a still measly 58
percent, thereby raising his
grade from the almost non-
marginal 72.7 percent to the
slightly more marginal 73 per-
cent. But this, so we are
strenuously reassured, was
done only in the interest of
“justice” (not in the in-
terest of Justice Ericta, as
some  uncharitable  wags
would put it) and “compas-
sion.” Moreover, the effort
te rescue the young Ericta
had been given the color of
irreproachableness by the
coincidental scaling down of
the approved passing grade
from 73 percent to 72.5 per-
cent — which as noted earlier
is just two shades under the
young Ericta's original grade
of 72.7 percent. Thus, Valen-
cia indeed can proudly pro-
claim that Gustavo “‘made it
on his own!

Yes, it is true that the up-
ward change of the young
Ericta’s grade did not involve
any outright falsification
such as might have been re-
sorted to by a crude, unletter-
ed and unsophisticated crimi-
nal. And looking at how
cleanly the rescue operation
was contrived and executed,
one cannot help thinking
that this is a scheme which
would have done even' Fran-
cis Bacon proud!

L’ Affaire Ericta and the
moral power of the Supreme
Court.

This brings me to the im-
plication of L'Affaire Ericta
on the moral power and in-
fluence of the Supreme
Court,

One of the familiar and
most obvious truisms of our
Constigutional Law and of
the system of govemment ins-
tituted under it is the intri-
guing paradox that the Philip-
pine Supreme Court, like the
United States Supreme Court,
15 at once the weakest and at
the same time (and in a cer
tain sense) the most powerful
department of Government.
For here are fifteen men who,
without physical power of
any kind, can, under certain
conditions, override the will
of the legislature and the Pre-
sident, Up till now even
during the dark and dire

days of the Martial Law re-
gime — the verdicts of the
Supreme Court have been
obeyed absolutely and un-
questioningly. :

And on what does the po-
wer of the Court rest? It
rests solely on its moral power
— on the conviction of the
people that the Court,
through good times and bad,
through serene and difficult
days, will continue to embo-
dy and to express what is
noblest in the yearnings of
the human spirit.

The moral power of the
Supreme Court maybe likened
to the moral power of the
Church. During the declining
days of the Roman Empire, it
was this moral power which
enabled Pope Leo the Great
to halt the relentless march of
Attila the Hun and barbar-
ian horde at the gates of
Rome, after the disgraceful
flight to safety of the Em.
peror, the Senate and of the
Legions.

Once the moral power of
the Court is eroded, or
even merely placed in doubt
— because of the public's
perception of the impaired
moral reputation of its mem-
bers (or some of them),
the Court will surely dec-
line into impotence. Worse it
could wither and shrivel into
a forlom shell of its former
honored self, a forlorn cari-
cature of the Supreme
Court prior to that “hard”
and ‘‘great” case called Ja-
vellana V. Executive Secre-
tary.

No, L'Affaire FEricta of
Bar-gate, as Valencia stub-
bornly insists, is not a crime.
Rather, it is perhaps best
described by the famous
French remark on the execu-
tion, at Napoleon's behest, of
the hapless Louis-Antoine-
Henri de Bourbon, Conde’,
Duc d’Enghien: *“It was worse
than a crime, it was a
blunder!™ as for the sorry
and sordid internecine squab-
bling among some Justices
which followed in the wake
of. Bargate, this unseemly
side-incident is quite plainly
an unmitigated, if amusing,
disaster!

To be continued
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Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFI
Pasig, Metro Manila
—-000-

NOTICE OF i:ZXTRA JUDICIAL SALE OF FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, AS
AMENDED BY ACT 4118

By virtue of the power of attorney under a Deed of Real
Estate Mortgage dated February 22, 1980, executed by the
Mortgagor EXEQUIEL G. AMPIL, married to EUFRONIA E.
AMPIL, in favor of BANCO FILIPINO, SAVINGS AND MORT-
GAGE BANK, and for the satisfaction of the mortgage indebt
edness, which as of March 1, 1982, amounts to P224 425.96
PESOS, with interest, attorney's fees and all lawful tees and
expenses of Foreclosure, the Ex-Officio Provincial Sheriff of
Rizal, hereby announces to all parties concerned and to the pub-
lic in general that on June 15, 1982, at 10:00 o'clock in the
moming or soon thereafter, in front of his Office at the
Ground Floor, New Hall of Justice Bldg. Rizal Provincial
Capito] Compound, Pasig, Metro-Manila, he or his duly autho-
rized deputy sheriff, will sell at public auction to the highest
bidder and for cash, in Philippine Currency, the following
described real properties with all its improvements existing
thereon, to wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. S-101074
METRO MANILA DISTRICT IV

"A parcel of land (Lot 29, Blk. 72 of the subd. plan (LRC)
Psd-213410, being a portion of land described on plan (LRC)
Psu-809, LRC Rec. Nos. 24671, N-26793, N-29051 and N-14436)
situated in the Bo.of San Dionisio, Mun. of Paranaque, Prov. of
Rizal, Is. of Luzon. Bounded on the NE.pts, 1 to 2by Lot 27,
and pts. 2 to 3 by Lot 25; and on the NW. pts. 3 to 4 by Lot 26,
all of Blk, 72, of the subd. plan. x x x x Containing an area of
TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY (280) SQUARE METERS, more or
les."”

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. §-101075
METRO MANILA DISTRICT IV

“A parcel of land (Lot 30, Blk. 72 of the subd. plan (LRC)
Psd-213439, being a portion of land described on plan (LRC)
Psu809, LRC Rec. Nos. 24671, N-26793, N-29051 and
N-14436) situated in the Bo. of San Dionisio, Mun. of Parana-
que, Prov. of Rizal, Is. of Luzon. Bounded on the NE. pts. 2 to
3 by Rd. Lot 18; on the SE pts. 3 to 4 by Lot 32, on the SW.
pts. 4 to 5 by Lot 29 and pts 5§ to 1 by Lot 27; and on the
NW. pts. 1 to 2 by Lot 28 all of Blk. 72 of the subd. plan. x x x
Containing an wea of TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY (280).
SQUARE METERS, more or less./."

Prospective buyers or  bidders are hereby enjoined to inves
tigate for themselves the titles to the said properties and the
encumbrances thereon, ifany there be.

Pasig, Metro Manila, May 11, 1982.

(Sgd.) MAXIMO C. CONTRERAS
Acting Ex-Officio Provincial Sheriff

Republic of the Philippines
JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT
Munila

IN RE: ADOPTION OF THE
MINORS ARTURO S. HABAC
and LTEZEL S. MAGPANTAY,

SP. PROC. NO. G-00851

ANTONIO A. SANTOS,
Petitioner.

e —— e e e e e

ORDER

Petitioner, Antonio A. Santos, has filed a verified petition
praying /that after due notice, publication and hearing, the mi-
nors, Arturo S. Habac and Liezel S. Magpantay be declared his
childrea by adoption.

It is alleged that petitioner is of legal age, Canadian citizen,
married to Constancia S. Santos, likewise of legal age with
residence at Canada and at No. 1502 Int B, Sande Street,
Tondo, Manila; that he ardently desires to adopt the minors,
Arturo S, Habac, 12 years old and the son of spouses Ama-
dor Habac, Sr., and Celestina S. Habac (Annex A) and Liezel
S. Magpantay, five (5) years old and the daughter of spouses
Casimiro Magpantay and Leona S. Magpantay (Annex B); that
the namral parents of the minors sought to be adopted have
freely, voluntarily and willingly consented to this petition for
adoption (Annexes C and D), that the natural mothers of the
minors are the sisters of petitioner’s wife; that the petitioner
and his wife have taken care, reared and supported the minor,
Arturo S. Habac since he was barely one year old; that the peti
tioner and his wife, likewise supported the minor Liezel S.
Magpantay since birth up to the present; that the minors sought
to be adopted do not own any real or personal property; that
the petitioner's wife has given her consent to this petition for
adoption (Annex E); that the petitioner possesses all the quali-
fications and none of the disqualifications to adopt; that this
adoption is for the best interests of the minors.

It is hercby ordered thai the petition be set for hearing on
June 21, 1982 at B:30 o'clock in the moming before this
Court sitting at 1101 Galicano Apacible Street, Paco, Manila
and notice is hereby given that anyone who has objection to
the petition should file on or before the date of hearing his
opposition thereto with a statement of the grounds therefor.

Let a copy of this Order be published at the expense of the
petitioner once a week for three consecutive weeks so that the
last publication shall not be later than June 5, 1982 or at leas!
two weeks before the date of hearing in 4 newspaper of general
circulation in the City of Manila, to which the same shall have
been raffled by the Clerk of Court, pursuant to the provisions
of Presidential Decree No, 1079, dated January 28, 1977,

Let copees of this verified petition with its annexes and of
this Order be served upon the Office of the Solicitor General
and the Ministry of Social Services and Development at 1680
Kansas  Street, Malate, Manila. The latter office is hereby
ordered to conduct a social case study on the petitioner, the
persons sought to  be adopted and the latter's parents upon
receipt of the petition and of this Order, submitting a report
thereon to this Court at least one week before June 21, 1982
and to appear on the date and hour of hearing.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
BRANCH X

PETITION FOR ADOPTION
OF MARIA FATIMA A.CRUZ,

SP. PROC. NO. 9701

WULFILDA S. AGUILAR,
Petitioner.

K o e e e i e e e e e e e e e X,

NOTICE OF HEARING

A petition has been presented in this Court by petitioner,
through counsel, Attys. Jose, Bayhon, Lira and Garcia, praying
that judgment be rendered declaring the person of Maria Fatima
A. Cruz as the legally adopted child of petitioner for all legal
interests and purposes and that she will bear the surname of
“AGUILAR" and henceforth beknmown as MARIA FATIMA
CRUZ AGUILAR and alleging that the natural sparents of the
said Maria Fatima A. Cruz, Conrado O, Cruz and Preciosa A.
Cruz have given their formal consent to the adoption as evi
denced by their Affidavit of Consent, copy of which is thereto
attached as Annex “B",

WHEREFORE, notice is hereby given that the said petition
will be heard by this Court sitting at the 2nd Floor, Hall of
Justice, Capitol Compound, Pasig, Mctro Manila on the 15th
day of June 1982 at 8:30 a.m., on which place, date and hour
aforesaid, all interested persons are hereby cited to appear and
show cause if any they have, why the said petition should not
be granted.

Let this notice be published at the expense of the petitioner
in a newspaper of general circulation in the Philippines after the
raffle conducted by the Executive Judge of this Court, once a
week for three (3) consecutive weeks.

WITNESS the Honorable EFICIO B. ACOSTA, Judge
of this Court, this 3rd day of May, 1982 at Pasig, Metro Manila

(Sgd.) CELINIO V. PEREDA
Deputy Clerk of Court

WE FORUM
May 12, 19 & 26, 1982
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Ako'y umaasang hindi na ngayon hahadlangan ng
gobyemo ang paglalathala ng tulang ito.

At, bayan, ipinapayo kong i-"‘clipping” ninyo ang
hawa't labas (seryal) ng tula; at sipiin pagkaraan, upang
maging isang aklat.

Bagama’t ito'y sinulat noong 1975, ang mga sinasabi
ay pawang tugma pa rin sa kasalukuyan,

Marami pong salamat sa inyong pagsubaybay, . . at

at tulung ng Diyos.

Lpaaium muna hanggang sa aking pagbabalik, sa awa

Viewpoints ronpmes

(Sgd) PABLO L. SY
Deputy Sheriff In-charge

COPY FURNISHED:
All Concerned:

WE FORUM
May 19, 26, June 2, 1982

SO ORDERED.
Manila, May 6, 1982

(Sgd) REGINA G. ORDONEZ-BENITEZ

Judge

WE FORUM
May 19,26 & June 2, 1982

A matter
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regret and the pain their
mistake has caused the

Marcos Administration
and the Supreme Court
itself.

It is difficult to un-
derstand why, with all
their wisdom and expe-
rience, Ericta and Fer-
nandez did not tum in
their resignation from the
very start, They had mis-
calculated public opinion.
How could they have
believed that they could
get away with it?

Wrongdoing does not
pay, they should know
that. Had they quit while
the quitting was good,
things would have tumed
out differently. What hap-
pened Is another version
of one maxim from Poor
Richard's Almanac: “For
want of a nail, the shoe
wias lost; for want of a
shoe the horse was lost,
and for want of a horse
the rider was lost,”

If Mr, Ericta had not
gone out of his way to
make sure that his son
would pass the Bar tests,
the prestige and honor of

the Supreme Court would
have remained intaclt. As
Mr. Femando himself has

bewailed, the Supreme
Court will never be
the same again.

¥ ¥ @

On the other hand,
what happened to Mr,
Justice: Teehankee should
never have happened at
all, This is one mem-
ber of the Supreme
Court who towers over all
his fellows in Integrity,
dignity and learning. He is
one member of the Bench
who commands the res-
pect and admiration of all
practitioners of the law,
and of all those who be-
lieve in justice and fair
play. This, of course, Is a
maltter of opinion,

Because of his  well
known reputation for pro-
bity, Mr, Teehankee be-
came the target of an
insidious smear campaign
by those who would profit
from his non-appointment
to the tribunal, The cam-
paign was apparently or
chestrated and it could
have been a success, were

it not for the fact that it
was obviously malicious
and its accomplishment
would have resulted in a
strong public outcry. It
would have eroded com-
pletely whatever merit the
action of the President
would gain from the reor-
ganization of the Court.
FFor a time however, a
certain member of the
Batasang Pambansa who
has earned a reputation
as Malacanang's *hatchelt
man,”" had a field day
ralsing all forms of object-
ions to Mr. Teehankee's
possible reappointment.
Certain sections of the
press would make it
appear now that  Ding-
dong Teehankee was re-
appointed by the Presi-
dent, “in u display of
statesmanship, COTm pas-
sion, fairness and justice."
Since the President had
his way In the end, the
implication s that Mr.
Teehankee is very much
beholden to Mr. Marcos
for his reappointment,
In a sense, he is, of
course, but not because

ol the alleged *‘compas-

sion” shown hinmi. Truth
to tell, if he had not
been reappointed, it would

have meant that he was

either guilty like Ericta
and/or Fernandez, or he
was  being  purposely

shunted aside because he
had more often than not
dissented from majority
opinions of the Court in
its decisions involving poli-
tical matters. It is no
secret that he could never
be chiel justice under the
present dispensation.

He had indeed won
acclaim as the conscience
of the Supreme Court.
Nobody would have be-
lieved that he was not
chosen because of his citi-
zenship, a twice-told bu-
siness.

Thank God, Mr. Justice
Teehankee is back there
“on the watch,'" | am
sure he will continue to
write decisions, not on
the basis of a sense of
gratitude to anybody but
on whai he perceives to be
justice under the law.

The new justices richly
deserve (helr appointment
to the Supreme Courlt, |
have kn vn Mr, Justice
Larry Relova since his

shortpant days at  the
Ateneo de Manila. He was
my ecirculation  muanager
when | was editor-in-chiel

indiscretions
which  would again be
scandalous, the entire
membership may again be
forced to resign. That will
then destruy the indepen-
dence of the Judiciary
and circumvent the im-
peachment process which
is the only mode of re-
moving sifting magistrates,
This kind of a precedent is
tantamount to punishing
all the members of the
Court simply by being
associated with one or
two among them who
commit wrongs. There is
nothing, henceforth,
which can prevent the
President and the people
from demanding for mass
resignations of the entire
Court even if only one
membrer is actually guil-
ty. Even criminals are ac-
corded better treatment
than this.

We in the NBAP and
the AABA have, from the
beginning, demanded for
investigations - even resig-
nations of those justices

commit

of The Guidon, the offi
clal student publication of
the Ateneo de Manila
in 1930:193], Mr, Justice
Hugo  Gutierrez Is an
active member of the
College  Editors Guild
Alumnl Association. They
are both men of talent
and integrity. 1 under-
stand  Mr, Justice Con-
rado Vaesquez has the
same impeccable creden
tials, More power to them!

involved; we did not and
cannot, in conscience, ask
for the removal of mem-
bers of the court who are
innocent of the scandal.
But with this precedent
set by the president, we
seriously doubt if, in the
future, confronted by a
similar, even graver mis
deeds, any member of the
Court will still dare expose
the anomaly for fear that
by exposing the wrong-
doing and the wrongdoer,
his own security of fenure
will also be compromused.

We, therefore, suggest
to the President to im-
mediately constitute the
Supreme Court and in fair-
ness to the incumbents
who are clean, clear and
innocent of the scandal,
that they be reappointed
under the same senioniy
in order to restore the
morale, stability and in-
dependence of the Judi
clary and in keeping faith
with the Constitution. The
other vacancies should
then be filled with men of-
proven probity, moral fit-
ness, competence and In-
tegrity, which can  be
drawn from the Bench
and Bar regardless of po-
litical considerations,

The President said it
correctly that In acting
upon the resignations, the
interest of the Supreme
Court and, above it, the
Republic must be consi-
dered. Now is the time to
put these words into
deeds,




Middle East

contractor sued
before MOLE

local job placement
agency for workers in the
Middle East and its contract-
ing firm in Saudi Arabia are
facing charges, including non-
payment of overtime pay and
violation of human rights, be-
fore the Ministry of Labor.

The charges, which de-
manded cancellation and/or
revocation of license/permits,
were filed by 11 dismissed
workers against Roblett Con-
struction Corp. of South
Superhighway, Makati, Metro
Manila, and Chiyoda Inter.
national, S.A. April 15.

The workers were Roberto
D. Robledo, Olive R. Calim-
bayan, Longhino A. Malayo,
Santiago D. Castana, Efren
L. Roble, Antonio L. Rome-
ro, Vicente Cagalawan, Julius
Ayop, German Calilong, Cata-
lino Rillera and Lamberto
Verdera.

They claimed that they
were dismissed before their
contracts expired.

The complainants’ posi-
tion paper filed with the
Bureau of Employment Ser-
vices the workers were not
paid forced overtime work
amounting to not less than
$79,966.

It was learned that the em-
ployment firms have
thousands of workers in the
Middle East.

The complainants had
brought their case to the
governor of Yanbu, Saudi
Arabia, while they were still
there on Dec. 9, 1981. They
said they won their case, but
there was no written deci-
sion.

However, the respondents
partially implemented some
of the complainants on Jan.
3,1982.

Here's what followed, as
recounted in the position
paper now on file before the
Ministry of Labor:

“Due to the unsatisfactory
and inadequate implemen-
tation and compliance by the
respondents which amounted
to a gross insult to the integri-
ty of the complainants and
Yanbu Labor Court, on Jan,
4, 1982, the complainants
went back to said Labor
Court and requested for the
formal implementation of
all their claims which they
won on Dec. 26, 1981, but
to the complainants' surprise,
instead of implementation in
good faith of the decision by
the respondents, the latter
forced and intimidated the
tormer through the use of

armed Saudi soldiers.

The complainants, Jan. S,
6 and 7, 1982, were forcibly
guarded and escorted by said
Saudi soldiers and the respon-

dents to Yanbu Passport
Office, then imprisoned at

the Jeddah Saudi Jail, and
finally thrown to ithe
airport without any 100d and
water and said soldiers left
them when they were already
forcibly placed in the air-
plane which took them back
to the Philippines.

“On Jan. 8, 1982, at
around 2 P.M., they finally
arrived at the Manila Inter-
national Airport almost dying
due to the said hellish and in-
human treatment by the re-
spondents, together with
their co-conspirators, all in
violations of the international
human rights of the com-
plainants, as well as their
constitutional and statutory

rights.
“To set the records

straight, all the complainants
were not deported as falsely
alleged by the respondents,
as shown in their respective
passports without any mark

Pan Am
workers
on strike

I'mployes of the Pan
American Airways have
been on strike for a month
because its Manila acting
director has refused to
submit to compulsory ar-
bitration by the Ministry
of Labor on the employes’
demand for a 19 percent
across-the-board increase.
The strike began April 10.

A statement from the
employes said the director,
Franz Bouman, had with-
drawn his offer for a 13
percenl increase.

The statement said that
the difference between the
asked-for incrdase and the
withdrawn 13  percent
was only about 140 per
employe for month, or less
than the cost of one way
budget fare from Manila to
New York.

The airplane company,
the statement also said,
had earlier given 16 free
first class round trip tic-
kets, worth P500,000, to
the United States.

“DEPORTED™ but forcibly
sent back to the Philippines
without any justifiable and
valid reasons, to escape their
admitted liabilities (o the
complainants."’

Fajardo’s Ma not

appealing conviction

The mother of Malaya
columnist Reynaldo T. Fajar-
do who was convicted by
the Manila City Court for
not voting in the 98]
plebiscite said she was not
appealing her case to the
Supreme Court.

Rebecca T. Fajardo said
“l am an old woman, and
I do not expect to live be-
yond a few more years.
But 1 have my honor and
my pride, and I shall not sully
these by crawling to Mr.
Marcos® ‘Supreme Court’ for
justice.””

A daughter, Carmelita,
and another son, Delfin,
were convicted with her last
week. They were meted out a
one-month house arrest each.

Portion of her wrilten
staterment said:

“When my son,
was convicted hy
Court for the same offense
that I now stand similarly
convicted, he made (he deci-
sion not to appeal the sen-
tence. He made that decision
on the ground that appealing
to the Supreme Court would

eynaldo,
the City
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be an exercise in futility,
considering that it was that
court which legitimized the
declaration of dictatorship
and cannot be relied on,
therefore, to administer poli-
tical justice with any sem-
blance of objectivity. The
Supreme Court, he said, has
proved the ultimate cover for
Mr. Marcos’ U.S. spon-
sored martial law, and all the
tyranny that has flowed from
it.

**As Reynaldo’s mother,
who has been convicted along
with her daughter, Carme-
lita, I can do no less than
what my son has done,
I consider it a signal honor
that my family has been
among those singled out by
the government to serve as an
example of what happens Lo
citizens who would dety the
dictatorship. 1 reiterate the
claim of my son that it would
be useless appealing to the
Supreme Court, and that
claim has been proved more

than amply warranted by
the Bar Scandal and the
reinstatement, except for

its tainted and dis-
graced members.”’
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Japan
donates
training
center

The Integrated Research
and Training Center (IRTC)
in the Technological Univer-
sity of the Philippines (TUP),
a five-story building with an
aea of 5076 square meters
has just been completed. The
center with selected equip-
ment was donated by the
Japanese government to fit
the education and training in
TUP.

This donation amounting
to $8.5 million was pledged
by former Prime Minister

Takeo Fukuda when he visit-

ed the Philippines in 1978.
So far, this is the biggest
grant project Japan has do-
nated to this country,

P.E.N.

Cebu
confab

The Cebu Chapter of
the Philippine Center of
Intemational P.E.N. will
host a regional writers
conference on the litera-
ture of the Visayas on
May 29-30, This was learn-
ed from Lina Espina
Moore, chapter chairman
and ex-officio member of
the P.E.N. board of
directors. The conference
will be held at the Uni-
versity of San Carlos in
Cebu City.

Ds. Salvador P. Lopez
was recently reeiected na-
tional chairman of Philip-
pine P.E.N. and F. Sionil
Jose, national secretary,
I'he members of the board
arz: Prof. Leopoldo Ya-
bes, Dr. Ponciano Peralta
Pineda, Dean Armando
Malay , Prof. Salvador Gon-
zalez, Alfredo Salanga, and
Mauro Avena. Apart from
Mrs. Moore, the other
ex-officio  bvard mem-
ber is Dr. alfredo Mo-
rales, P.E.N.s founding
chairman,

First organized in the
early 1960s, P.E.N.-Cebu
was revived last February
through the initiative of
Mrs. Moore. Its other
officers are: Concepcion
Briones and Simeon Dum-
dum, Jr., vice- chairmen;
Frma Cuizon and Carlos
Cortez, secretaries: and
Gloria Zosa Seno, (rea-
SUMYr

Leading writers in Eng-
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literatures
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Ananda Marga
on massacre

Representatives of Ananda
Marga in Metro Manila have
sought to clear the names of
19 of their missionaries who
were reportedly massacred in
South Calcutta, India, for
kidnapping children.

Reports of the massacre

were  printed in some of
Metro Manila newspapers
(not in WE Forum) on
May 1.

The reports said five of
the missionaries were bumned
with gasoline and the rest,
including two nuns,were
either beaten to death or
severely wounded.

In a statement. to WE Fo-

rum, Metro Manila’s margiis
said the India missionaries
could not have perpetrated
the kidnapping because, they

Bantogon
stands pat

on mauling
charge

Armmy Capt. Maximino G.
Bantogon stood pat on his
accusation that he was
mauled by his commanding
general in Baguio City last
March 27,

At the same time, Ban-
togon showed proof that he
was designated acting aide-de-
camp to Brig. Gen. Edon T.
Yap, commanding general of
the Army Reserve Command
(Arescom) based on General
Orders No. 12 issued March
18.

Bantogon made these
statements to WE Forum
after General Yap denied
having mauled him. The gene-
ral also disowned Bantogon
as his aide-de-camp.

In a statement released
recently to  Bulletin To-
day, General Yap

said it is possible Bantogon
concocted the mauling story
since he is facing an investi-
gation reportedly arising from
a series of acts of abuses
and disobedience to lawful
orders while in Baguio City.

Earlier, a Defense Ministry
spokesman said General Yap
had already submitted a writ-
ten explanation to President
Marcos on the incident.

The same spokesman said
he would ask General Yap to
furnish WE Forum a copy of
the explanation the moment
the President clears it for re-
lease.

Last Aprl 28, Bantogon
sent a handwritten appeal
from lus hospital bed at the
Army General Hospital to
Defense Minister Juan Ponce
Enrile requesting protection
since he feared for his life.

Bantogon told Enrile he

has been receiving threats

added, the missionaries were
involved in welfare work.

The statement said in part:

“In India, as in over 150
countries of the world, the
social relief services of the
organization are quite well-
known to the common peo-
ple: orphanages, homes for
the aged, medical -clinics,
etc. In the Philippines, we
have several children’s schools
and homes and are regularly
conducting mass-feedings
everywhere. For this, and as
is consistent with our philo-
sophy, we seldom, if ever,
seek publicity.

“As an  organization,
Ananda  Marga Pracaraka
Samgha, is clearly non-politi-
cal i.e. it has no political
goals,but it has never denied
that in its social philosophy,
its founder, P.R. Sarkar,
has included his vision of a
socio-economic  order jn
which everyone may be able
to express. his or her highest
spiritual aspirations. And it is
only with versalism or the
universal brotherhood of
mankind, has he justified
the framing of a novel politi-
cal order.”

The margiies demanded
“that an international and
independent commission be
created to inquire into the
incident; that the wounded
be taken care of: that the
instigators be apprehended
and that our arrested mem-
bers be released from jail.”

over the telephone that he
would be eliminated.

To prove that he went up
to Baguio City last March 25
on lawful orders from senior
officers, Bantogon showed
a handwritten order from .a
certain Lt. Col. Manolo M.
Baltazar,

In that order, Bantogon
was told to go to Baguio to
make arrangements for a
civilian car which General
Yap and his party could use
while in the Pines City.

At the same time, he was
also asked to follow up an
earlier reservation for an
executive suite for the gene-
ral at the Hyatt Terraces
Plaza,

After accomplishing his
mission, Bantogon prepared
a typewritten report and
handed it to General Yap
upon his arrival at the Loakan
Airport.

In his earlier complaint to
higher authorities, Bantogon
said he was mauled by the
general inside his hotel room
at the Hyatt Terraces Plaza.

After the alleged incident
he was told to go back to
Manila. He entered the hos-
pital three days after arriving
from Baguio when he con-
tinued to feel pains on his
chest and stomach,
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