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VIRATA ASKED TO INVESTIGATE

Uit vs.

PNB boss

Prime Minister Cesar E. A. Virata has been asked
to look into anti-graft charges brought to his
attention against Philippine National Bank Pres-
ident Panfilo O. Domingo, concurrently president
of the National Investment and Development

Corp. (NIDC).

The charges are contained
in a letter to Virata by
Conrado S. Reyes, formerly
PNB vice-president and gen-
eral manager of NIDC.

Reyes had earlier filed the
same charges before the Ta-
nodbayan, during the term
of Supreme Court Associate
Justice Vicente G. Ericta. But
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The Bad Guerrillas
of Northern Luzon

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, JR. =

PROLOGUE

4. Japan’s dream of empire

The Japanese flag I unceremoniously grabbed from the
hands of the marine in March 1945 is the only thing that keeps
reminding me of my adventure in San Fernando. | have kept
through the years. Everytime my grandchildren would see it
in my library, they would always ask, “were you in the war
too, Lolo?” That would call for another bedtime story.

The writings on that flag remained a mystery for me until
not long ago. When | went to Tokyo in November 1957, as
the chief Philippine delegate to the Indo-Pacific Seminar on
International Exchange of Publications, I had wanted to take
it with me. To retum it to the families of the men who went
to war and never came back to their homeland. And I was
curious about the meaning of the Japanese characters on my

flag.

But | was worried about the possible reaction of my Japanese
hosts to my possession of their national flag. After all, a na-
tional flag is something dear to every man. It represents his

Prosecutor
for Celera
killing
asked

The family of lawyer
Adolfo Celera, who was
murdered last Dec. 23 on
a street in the heart of
Masbate, Masbate, has
asked the Ministry of
Justice to assign a spe-

cial prosecutor to file
criminal charges against
the suspects.

There are four suspects,
according to the results
of a preliminary investiga-
tion. The alleged master-
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St. Paul's College Manila offered Mass in
honor of an outstanding alumnac, Associate
Justice Ameurfma Melencio

the charges were dismissed.
He was fired from his two
positions soon after he had
filed the charges before the
Tanodbayan.

Reyes had asked the
Tanodbayan to reconsider its
dismissal of the charges, but
no word has reached him so

fs‘Ll)f:mmrnents furnished WE
Forum showed that the
anti-graft charges involved
amounts that could run into
millions of pesos.

Other charges range from
corrupt practices, negligence,
incompetence and/or misma-
nagement, to unexplained
wealth, abuse of power, and
serious misdeeds and mal-
practices.

In his swom letter of
complaint to the Prime Mi-
nister, Reyes accused Do-
mingo of “utilizing his offi-
cial position as well as the
facilities of the PNB for
and in the operation of
his corporation, namely, the
San Esteban  Development
Corporation, in violation of
the Anti-Graft and Corrupt
Practices Act.”

Domingo, according to
Reyes, “acquired a direct
financial and pecuniary inte-
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Herrera, May

11 at the school's chapel. The day also dal

marked her birthday. Fr, James B. Reuter,
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Marcos to
reappoint

6 Justices

President Marcos is ex-
pected to reappoint six
of the resigned 14 Sw
preme Court Justices in his
creation of a new Su-
preme Court, observers
said yesterday (May 11).

These are Claudio
Teehankee, Vicente Abad
Santos, Efren Plana, Felix
V. Makasiar, Ameurfi-
na Melencio Herrera, and
Pacificador de Castro, the
sources added.

All the 14 Justices re-
signed May 6 and their
resignations were accepted
by President Marcos May
10 after his consultation
with retired members of
the high court,
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who officiated,
justice, referring partly to Justice Herrera's
expose of the 1981

Nuclear plant watched

Scientists are closely moni-
toring nitrogen gas pressure
activities of the damaged pipe
of the Bataan Nuclear
Plant, WE Forum sources
said.

In the meantime, the
sources added, nuclear ex-
perts from the Westinghouse
Tampa Division in Florida,
US., were being awaited to
make the necessary repair.

The damaged portion is a
3/4” nominal diameter pipe
of one of two steam genera-
tors of the nuclear reactor
of the plant, according to
the sources. (See WE Forum,
May 8-11, 1982.)

Philippine Atomic Energy
Commission (PAEC) scientists
said the damage resulted in
the partial release of nitro-
gen gas, which is used to
prevent corrosion.

As 3 preliminary remedy,
pending the arrival of West-

talked about truth and

Bar examinations scan-

WF Forum photo by Mon Santos.

inghouse experts, plant site
scientists have inserted a
piece of wood as a plug and
covered it with plastic tape.

WE Forum sources said
the damaged portion may
have something to do with
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at Taza

The Taza de Oro in
Manila, where opposition
personalities meet to
moan and groan, is a
stone’s throw from the
American Embassy, which
blocks the view of Manila
Bay.

The clientele prefers
verbal potshots to rocks,
but Uncle Sam is every-
one’s favorite Aunt Sally,
blamed for the ills that
beset the Philippines —
huge foreign debts, high
unemployment, a widen-

Political groans

Reprinted from The Guardian,
London, April 23, 1982

de Oro

ing chasm between rich
and poor, and the survival
of President Marcos in
the Malacaflang Palace
since 1965.

“The whole problem
here is neo-colonial,”
says economist Alejandro
Lichauco, over the chip-
ped coffee cups. “If the
American people want to
know why they are hated
all over the world they
have only to study the
Philippines.”
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Dans’ side

A top official of the
National Telecommunications
Commission (NTC) has tried
to assuage the mounting rage
of the telecommunications
industry against Transporta-
tion and Communication
Minister Jose P. Dans, Jr. for
issuing recently a policy that
virtually handed over to the
Philippine Long  Distance
Telephone Co. a monopoly
of the transmission (back-
bone) system for telephone,
telegraph, telex and data
communications.

Several organizations of
private  telecommunication
companies have accused that
Dans, by issuing the policy,
usurped powers that belong

on PLDT

only to the President and the
Batasang Pambansa. (See WE
Forum, .)

NTC Deputy Minister An-
tonio Barreiro told WE Fo-
rum in an interview that
Dans did not usurp the
powers,

Dans, according to Barrei-
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FM asked
to fire

‘General
Radr
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Anti-graft s

rest™ in the said corporation
in 1980. As the president
and chairman of the board,
added Reyes, Domingo is
the controlling stockholder
and principal ¢fficer of San
Esteban.
Domingo’s  wile, said
, Reyes, is treasurer-director,
while a PNB officer, Car-
men Samson, is vice-pres-
ident and director. The PNB
legal counsel, Juan Diaz, is
the corporate secretary, and
.Celine Olaguer-Sarte, also of
PNB, acts as assistant (rea-
surer.

Apart from the charge of
using his position and PNB
facilities “‘for personal gain
and interest,” Domingo,
according to  Reyes, also:

— Received and accepted
valuable considerations from
PNB/NIDC clients.

— Recommended and/or
approved as president and
board chairman of PNB ques-
tionable sale of a lot machine-
ry and equipment, spare

Nuclear

From page 1

the safety of the nuclear
reactor “‘because the steam
generator is a component that
separates the potentially ra-
dioactive coolant.”

PAEC has ordered the
National Power Corp. to mo-
nitor the daily gas pressure
and to ensure that com-
plete *‘purging of the second-
ary side of the steam gene-

~ “~rator is maintained.”

Meanwhile, oppositors to
the construction of the plant
were disturbed by the report
of the damage. However,
they were deferring any action
pending their own study of
the incident.

Former Sen. Lorenzo
Tanada, the leading opposi-
tor, said he was awaiting
official reports on the da-
mage.

parts, steel bars and fire
bricks to a certain Benigno
Nicomedes.

eceived loan accom-
modations from private com-
mercial  banks while pres-
ident and/or chairman of
both PNB and NIDC.

- Had his  residential
building constructed in 1973
by a PNB/NIDC client, whose
enterprises were given loans,
guarantees and credit accom-
modations by PNB and NIDC
amounting to over P150
million.

— Received per diems
from Retelco, a former NIDC
client, as director of said
corporation in 1977/78 with-
out attending board meetings
at the Retelco office in
Pasig, Rizal.

— Accepted and/or bene-
fited from disbursements
made by Astro Air Corpo-
ration.

Marcos

From page |

WE Forum tried to contact
Domingo but could not

get through the phone.

Reyes further stated that
Domingo authorized, as pre-
sident of Phil. Exchange Co.,
an NIDC subsidiary, the
construction of warehouses in
Pulupandan, Negros Occid-
dental, by Cebu-based Ro-
blett Engineering firm, with
faulty design and defective
workmanship resulting in the
collapse of portions of the
roof, walls and foundation
and subsequent losses to the
huge sugar in stock dissolved
by the rainwater from the
leaking roof.”

Domingo, Reyes said,
mismanaged two NIDC sub-
sidiaries, namely, NIDC OQil
Mills and Coco-Chemical
Phil., Inc., through specula-
tive trading operations, result-
ing in heavy NIDCOM losses
of P88 million and CCPI
losses of P92 million or a
total of PI180 million in
losses from 1973 to 1977.

PETITION FOR ADOPTION

WULFILDA S. AGUILAR,
Petitioner. '

attached as Annex “'B".

be granted.

WE FORUM
May 12, 19 & 26, 1982

OF MARIA FATIMA A.CRUZ,

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
BRANCH X

SP. PROC. NO. 9701

NOTICE OF HEARING

A petition has been presented in this Court by petitioner,
through counsel, Attys. Jose, Bayhon, Lira and Garcias, praying
that judgment be rendered declaring the person of Maria Fatima
A. Cruz as the legally adopted child of petitioner for all legal
Interests and purposes and that she will bear the surname of
“"AGUILAR" and henceforth beknown as MARIA FATIMA
CRL}Z AGUILAR and alleging that the natural sparents of the
sald” Marla Fatima A. Cruz, Conrado O, Cruz and Preciosa A.
Cruz have given their formal consent to the adoption as evi
denced by their Affidavit of Consent, copy of which is thereto

WHEREFORE, notice Is hereby given that the said petition
will be heard by this Court sitting at the 2nd Floor, Hall of
Justice, Capitol Compound, Pasig, Metro Manila on the 15th
day of June 1982 a1 8:30 a.m., on which place, date and hour
aforesaid, all interested persons are hereby cited to appewr und
show cause if any they have, why the sald petition should not

Lot this notice be published at the expense of the petitioner
in a newspaper of general circulation in the Philippines atter the
raffle conducted by the Executive Judge of this Court, once a
week for three (3) consecutive weeks,

WITNESS the Honomble EFICIO B. ACOSTA. Judpe
of this Court, this 3rd day of May, 1982 at Pasig, Mctro Manilo

(Sgd.) CELINIO V. PEREDA
Deputy Clerk of Court

The  resignation  lell
temporarily empty (he
Supreme Court which up-
held the legality ol Presi-
dent  Marcos™  powers
during eight years ol mar-
tial law which he lifted
last year.

The numes of the pos-
sible reappointees cropped
up even as President Mar-
cos, apparently reacting
from various sectors’ sug-
gestions “‘not to limit the
revamp of the Supreme
Court to those involved
in the recent Bar exami-
nation scandal,” has sche-
duled a meeting today
(May 12) with leaders of
the Integrated Bar of the
Philippines (IBP), the Phil-
ippine Constitution Asso-
ciation, the Law Asso-
cation of Asia and West-
ern  Pacific, the deans
of law schools and col-
leges and the representa-
tives of the UP Law
Center.

The President will also
consult with political lead-
ers associated with the law
profession like Assembly-
men Emmanuel Pelaez,
Arturo Pacificador, Anto-
nio Tupaz, Ronaldo Za-
mora, Vicente M. Millora,
Defense  Minister Juan
Ponce Enrile, Cebu Gov.
Eduardo Gullas, Roberto
Benedicto, Pangasinan
Gov. Aguedo Agbayani
and some leaders of the
Opposition, including
Senators Salvador Laurel
and Lorenzo Tanada and
Gov., Homobono Adaza of
Misamis Oriental.

Suggestions for the ex-
pansion of the reorgani-
zation of the high tribu-
nal to go beyond the
recommendations of the
retired Justices of the
Supreme Court, who were
consulted earlier by the
President on the Ericta
case, came even as the
Chief Executive has been
consulting with the IBP
and IBP chapters as well as
legal practitioners and law
organizations for qualified
men of unquestioned in-
tegrity and competence
for appointment to the
new Supreme Court.

Those who resigned
were Chief Justice Enri-
que M. Fernando Teehan-
kee, Antonio Barredo, Ra-
mon Aquino, Ramon Fer-
nandez, Vicente Ericta,

FM asked to fire General

Senior  military surgeons
have asked President Marcos
Lo dismiss Lthe acting surgeon
general of the Armed Forces

of the Philippines (AFP)

Medical Center because, they
said, he is incompetent and
was found guilty of serious
breach of ethics and moral
conduct.

In a letter to the Presi-
dent dated May 8, 1982,
the senior military surgeons
identified the acting surgeon
general as Brig. Gen. Eva-
risto N. Sanchez, who was
named to the position while
he was still a colonel on
Nov. 29, 1979,

They told the President
that Sanchez was investigated
and found guilty by the
Board of Regents ‘of the
Philippine College of Sur-
geons for alleged unethical
practices and unprofessional
conduct for which he was
censured on Sept. 30, 1980.

In addition, an administra-
tive case for unethical, upro-

fessional, immoral and dis-
honorable conduct is now
pending against Sanchez at
the Professignal Regulation
Commission (PRC).

According to the military
surgeons, the administrative
complaint, which was filed
more than a year ago, also
include charges of acts of
lasciviousness filed by a fe-
male drug representative.

Among the claims the gen-
eral allegedly made that
brought about the censure
were the following:

— He has caused the pub-
lication in media that he
had graduated with honors
at the UST college of medi-
cine but UST officials denied
this claim.

— He misrepresented him-
self as a specialist in micro-
surgery and hand surgery
and completed a formal
course at a Japanese hospital
but this claim was also de-
nied by the same Japanese
hospital.

— He again failed to subs-
tantiate a claim that he is
a holder of eight masters
degree.

Aside from these misrep-
resentations, the military sur-
geons told the President, a
management audit team from
the Ministry of National De-
fense found an irregularity in
the AFP Medical Center
under Sanchez concerning the
alleged misuse of hospital
mess funds amounting to
P1.2 million,

‘““And the firony of it
all,” the military surgeons
wrote, despite all these find-
ings, including the censure of
his colleagues, he was even
promoted to brigadier gen-
eral.”

They also told the Presi-
dent that this mistake must
be rectified, corrected and
straightened out by dismis-
sing Sanchez and replacing
him with a more capable
and qualified surgeon gen-
eral.

Plana, Juvenal Guerrero,
Venicio Escolin, Makasiar,
Herrera, Hermogenes Jr.,
De Castro and Abad San-
tos.

Fernando, 66, and four
associate justices — Barre-
do, Aquino, Femandez
and Ericta — were linked
to the scandal which in-
volved the recorrecting of
the 1981 Bar examns
taken by  Ericta's son,
Gustavo.

Aquino, Fernandez and
Ericta, like Marcos, are
all members of the 1939
law class of the University
of the Philippines.

Abad Santos sent in his
resignation via cable while
Concepeion called the Presi-
dent by overseas phone to
tender his resignation.

The suggestions were
for the President to be
guided not merely by the
Ericta case but by the
broader consideration of
the high quality of con-
duct and competence essen-
tial to a truly prestigious
Supreme Court.

Those who sent sug-
gestions urged the Presi-
dent to effect an ho-
nest-lo-goodness revamp
so as to truly clean the
high court and enable it
to start afresh as the
repository and dispenser
of justice which the people
could look up to and
depend upon for justice.

Prosecutor ronme:

mind is Masbate Mayor
Moises  Espinosa. The
others, all henchmen of
his, allegedly did the kil-
ling with a pistol.

A son of Celera, Ki-
cardo, 25, who is now
reviewing at the University
of Sto. Tomas for the
1982 Bar examinations,
told WE Forum Masbate
Assistant Provincial Fiscal
lose Angustia has not yet
filed the information in
the Court of First Ins-
tance.

Accompanied oy law-
ver lolly Fernandez of
Masbaie, the young Celera
said a complaint for mur-
der was filed before the

Masbate Municipal Court
last Jan, 7. But since the
Municipal Court lacks
jurisdiction, the informa-
tion was forwarded to the
CFI1 last week of January.

But the information
was not [filed, young
Celera and Fernandez
sald when they dropped
in at WE Forum's office
last week.

Espinosa and his hench-
men are now oul on a
P40.,000 bail bond each.

The late Celera was
chairman of the Mashate
chapier of the Bicol
Sara at the time of his
death. He waus allegedly
killed because ol politics.

Political romee:

Hated they may be as
a nation, but the American
diplomats who come to
listen to the fulmina-
tions in the Taza de Oro
make a welcome audience
to Lichauco and the other
habitues who hold forth.
Lichauco sniper fire is
aimed not against them,
but against Washington
and the World Bank and
the transnationals, and
the Philippines’ deepening
subservience to them all.
““We're being forced to lift
our tariffs, lift all protec-
tion for domestic indus-
tries,” says Harvard-edu-
cated Lichauco, a formu-

Among those who sent
suggestions were Renato
Cayetano, chairman of
the IBP House of Dele-
gates; Manuel Lazaro, pre-
sident of the  Ateneo
Law Alumni  Associa-
tion; Raul Goco, chair-
man of the Philippine
Chapter of the World
Peace  Through Law;
Cesar Miraflor, Philconsa
secretary general;, Bella
Angara-Castillo, WILOCI
president; and Reynaldo
Maulit, president of the
Association of Laywers
in Government Corpora-
tions and Offices.

Dans’

From page ]

ro, issued a clarificatory state-
ment (interval memorandum)
a week after he had issued
the telecom policy.

In that statement, Dans
assured NTC officials, includ-
ing Commissioner Ceferino
Carreon, that their powers
had not been clipped.

The Dans policy, num-
bered K2046, Is being op-
posed by the Philippine
Chamber of Communications,
Inc. (PCCIH), the Philippine
Association of Private Tele-
phone Companies (PAPTEL-
CO), the Integrated Telecom:-
munications Equipment
Suppliers Association of the
Philippines (ITESAP) and
the Philippine  Electronics
and Telecommunications
Federation (PETEF)

lator of development poli-
cies under President Maca-
pagal in the early Sixties,
“and that at a time when
every industrial country is
closing its doors and we
can't even export shoes
anymore."

The impotent rage of
Filipino nationalists is
perhaps  understandable.
For the economic steward-
ship of the country since
last July has been firmly
in the hands of a group of
men totally identified with
the World Bank — Prime
Minsiter Cesar Virata, Cen-
tral Bank Governor Jaime
Laya, Industry Minister
Roberto Ongpin.

President Marcos ap-
pointed Virata last July
to the Prime Minister's
post — which he previous-
ly held himself concu-
rently — for two reasons.
First, to give credibility
to his administration in
the eyes of foreign inves-
tors, and secondly because
Virata looked the man to
drag the country out of the
econamic morass. National-
ist observers were bound
to see the appointment as
forced on Marcos by the
United States-World Bank-
IMF, just as now they
find evidence of ambition
for the highest office in
the prime minister’'s pro-
vincial tours, again en-
couraged by (oreigners
who see Virata as the
guardian of their interests.
Certainly, the policies they
are administering fit the
World Bank's bill: abo-
lishing tariffs, throwing
the Philippines open to
foreign investors, and con-
tinuing to bormrow heavily
overseas.

But an American dip-
lomat laughs at the imagi-
native notion of the na-
tionalists. He adds: “'The
political leaf doesn’t fall
from a tree in the Philip-
pines that Uncle Sam Iis
not behind, This is the
prevailing view in the
Taza de Oro and the Uni-
versity of the Philippines.

To be continued




The World

Newsmen refused visa

SINGAPORE (AFP) - Fo-
reign news correspondents
based here have protested to
Indonesia over the govem-
ment's refusal to grant visas
to journalists wishing to visit
Indonesia.

This policy was making it
*difficult or impossible™ for
journalists from Singapore,
Bangkok or Hong Kong to do
their work properdy and in-
clude information and opi-
nions from Jakarta in their
reporting of events in South-
east Asia.

The protest was contained
in a letter dated April 29 to
Foreign Minister Mochtar Ku-
sumaatmadja from Jack
Thompson, president of the
Foreign Correspondents Asso-
ciation of Southeast Asia.

NEW POLICY?

Thompson said in the
letter that, following a meet-
ing of members of the Singa-
pore-based association, he had
been instructed ‘“‘to express
the association’s concern at
what appear to be a policy
now bemmg pursued by the
Indonesian government
either to refuse applications
by journalists for visas for
Indonesia or to ignore long-
standing applications for these
visas,

Thompson added that “‘at

least 20 of our members
applied for visas to cover
the May 4th election cam-
paign andthe elections itself
well before ' the deadline
of April 3rd last set by your
ministry but they have re-
ceived no information as to
the success of failure of their
applications.”’

He added that many had
also received no prior warning
from the Indonesian Embassy
here that such a deadline had
been set.

Thompson said that many
of his association's mem-
bers, and members of corres-
pondents’ associations in
Bangkok and Hong Kong
had reporting responsibilities
which required regular visits
to Jakarta.

All out
support

agamst
piracy

BANGKOK (AFP) - The
United Nations has offered
Thailand U.S.$3.6 million
for the Southeast Asian king-
dom’s controversial project to
combat piracy in the trou-
ble-plagued gulf of Thailand,
a senior UN official said
here.

Details of the project,
which include the purchase
of patrol boats, spotter
places and armed decoy re-
fugee boats, are being
thrashed out between the UN
High Commissioner for Re-
fugees (UNHCR) here and
Thai government officials.

Several brutal attacks
on fishing boats crowded
with  Vietnamese refugees
off the coast of Southern
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"Are you in or out?”

Thailand have highlighted the
problem of pirate violence in
the gulf.

Thailand’s orginal U.S. -
funded anti-piracy program
lapsed in July last year,
and Washington offered
U.S.$600,000 to continue the
program. This was rejected by
the  Thai government as
being insufficient, and Thai-
land tumed to the UN, who
pledged to raise the U.S.
$3.6 million to carry on the
program for another year.

Ex-PM predicts rigged polls

COLOMBO  (AFP)
Former Prime Minister Siri-
mavo Bandaranaike, now
deprived of her civic rights,
expressed fears that the
ruling United National Party
(UNP) government would not
hold fair and democratic
elections. The National elec-
tions are due in the next
18 months.

Bandaranaike told a news
conference that she and her
Sri Lanka Freedom Party

(SLFP) had good reason to
believe that the UNP would
try to rig the elections, if
they are held at all.

She said that the UNP
govemment deprived her of
civic rights after -a special
Presidential Commission
found her guilty of abuse
of power. But now the
government wias contem-
plating legislation which
would impose further politi-
cal disabilities on persons

who had
rights.
Having disenfranchised her
in October 1980, the govern-
ment was now trying to pre-
vent her from engaging in
any political activity even
before the commencement of
an election, she charged.
The contemplated legisla-
tion will not only affect
her but also her party and
its candidates and would be
retroactive, observers noted.

lost their civic

of Kabayan, Benguet,

caves.

Ibalois’ mummies
in secured caves

The century-old mummies found in the burial grounds
known as the cradle of the
Ibaloi culture, are drawing quite a number of visitors
that authorities have taken pains to have them secured
in padlocked caves to prevent their destruction from
archaeologists and other so-called

“culture vultures.”

The mummies, some dating to as far back as the pre-
Spanish period, were said to have been preserved by an
age-old technology employed in the preservation of the
dead at the town's Timbac, Tinonghol and Opdas

The bodies, which according to the Philippine News
Agency, still have their bones and flesh still intact, are
well preserved like the mummies in Egypt.

In mummifying, historical researchers in Benguet say,
the early Igorots used crude methods, like smoking and
washing the cadavers with the sap of indigenous herbs.

The artifacts of Kabayan, considered by the towns-

people as their cultural heritage, will soon be transfer-
red to a museum now under construction,

>
ARE THE ICONS FOUND
IN SOCIALIST RUSSIA
ANY INDICATION THAT
GOD ISN'T ‘DEAD' YET
IN THAT PART OF THE
WORLD?

The icon of the Mother of
(od Pecharskaya (see pho-
to), believed to have been
painted during the 12th
century in Kiev, then con-
sidered as the cradle of the
Russian-Orthodox  faith,
Awound the 13th century,
Moscow emerged as the
religious center of Russia,
anv) eventually succeeded
in | attrmacting good icon
paiinters.

; r‘?ﬂ'
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"Let's talk salary. How does ‘astronomical’ sound to you?"

Religious renaissance nUSSR?

A By VLADIMIR GEDILAGHINE

MOSCOW (AFP)
rebirth of religion is under
way in the USSR, with more
young people placing icons in
their apartments, wearing
crosses around their neck,
having their children baptized
and even getting married in
church.

While the official Soviet

\'} \!" ‘:‘!l'u

i |i. '

press does not hide the
trend, it denies the existence
of a religious renaissance.
Atheism remains “‘one of the
characteristics of life in the
USSR."” The press dismisses
the rest as a temporary
fashion, linked to a certain
phase in the inculcation of
atheist and materialist ideol-
ogy in the minds of the
people.

But fashion doesn't ex-
plain the phenomenon away,
and recently the Soviet
govermnmenl newspaper Izves-
tia inquired as to the signifi-
cance of the more pro-
nounced religious tendencies.

“Why do members of the
young Communist organiza-
tions and Party members have
their children baptized! How
to explain people wearing
crosses and church marriages”
Is it really a fashion or the
result of a Taling in our

chuldren's education?” the
Tew spupcr l'_{]h.'“ll)l'l.t‘\].
Other Soviet writers note

a more unexpected attitude

WORLD NEWS FOLIOI

More kidnap suspects

NEW DELHI (AFP) — A woman beggar was battered to death
and five others were seriously injured on the suspicion of their
being child kidnappers in different parts of the 24 Parganas
districtsin  West Bengal at about the same time when 17
Ananda Margis were killed on similar charges in Calcutta, it

was announced here.

Schools, teachers safe

PEKING (AFP) — Authorities in the southeast city of Fuzhou
have issued a circular forbidding people to “*hurt, humiliate

or hit"

teachers in a bid to restore order in their schools, the

Fujian Daily reported. It was also forbidden to “occupy” the

buildings or grounds and to “steal or damage”
chairs, tables and doors belonging to Fuzhou

equipment,

apparatuses,

teaching establishments, the circular added.

Twenty-fifth wedding

LOS ANGELES, California (AFP) —

Guinness’ ‘‘most married

man in the world,” Glynn Wolfe, 73, is planning to marry
again — for the twenty-fifth time. Wolfe, who claims to be a
pastor, a lawyer, and a pilot, has 41 children aged from two tc
56. His longest marriage lasted five years; his shortest, 38 days.

Negligence Kkills

PEN ANG, Malaysia (AFP) — The brother of a factory girl who
died a day after seeking medical treatment at the General
Hospital has called on the authorities to investigate her death.
The doctor had reportedly prescribed some medicine for Siew
Lan, the sister, without examining her. She was found dead
in bed by her father the next day. She was believed to have
suffered from a serious skin disease which had caused swelling

to the body and face.

RP refugees.get more aid

MANILA (AFP) —

The United Nations High Commissioner

for Refugees (UNHCR) has allocated $3.13 million to finance
the 1982 operations of the Philippine Refugee Processing
Center, currently housing more than 16,000 Indochinese
refugees. The UNHCR said it would double its fund allocations

next year.

el

Humanities

Mao, assassins in
tragi-comedy play

Mao Tse Tung, his widow
Jiang Qing and his former
heir apparent Marshal Lin
Biao are the main charac-

on the religious question in
some circles. One philosophy
teacher, in an article pub-
lished in the Tallin daily
Soviet skaya Estonia wrote!
“Not only the young but
people think that the teach-
ing ol scientific atheism is
against Soviet law and should
not be taught in universities.”

In religious circles there is
talk of a renewal of interest
by young people in religious
values, but believers wonder
whether  the “‘renewal” is
happening only among the
intellectuals.

The number of people at-
tending church in the USSR
has grown considerably n
recent years, believers say,
but it seems the trend has
been restricted to the cities
and 15 less noticeable in the
provinces than in Moscow,

In Moscow there are 47
churches (before the revolu-
tion there were said to be
“forty times forty™) but in
the provinces believers have
to cover tens of kilometers to
get o church on Sundays.

ters in the tragi-comic theater
play The September 13 Af
fair which has been drawing
full houses here nightly.

Daring stage sets and back-

ground music combining
disco and the electronic
sound of French composer

Jean Michel Jarre provide the
backdrop to the stage presen-
tation of one of the most
inglorious moments in Chi-
nese history — Marshal Lin's
unsuccessful attempt to assas-
sinate Mao which ended in his
flight and his death in
September 1971,

Plotters and traitors di
rected by Lin Biao's son
Lin Liguo appear one afte;
the other on stage at the
Peking Workers' Club. Actor
Li Xuejian's amazingly accu-
rate portrayal of Lin Biao,
well-known for his habit of
muttering incomprehensible
aphorisms, had the audience
in fits of laughter.

Even the serious figure of

Mao Tse Tung played by
Wang Ren, managed several
times to fill the theater

with mirth as he indulged
in long, lyrical tirades.

Throughout the play, Mao,
the “Great Helmsman™ 18
shown as being completely
cut  off from reality and
unaware of the plots being
woven around him.
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Editorial
Poll irregularities

This early, reports of irregularities in the forthco-
ming barangay election have reached WE Forum's
offices. These reports are disturbing because this
election is supposed to be nonpartisan to prevent,
among others, heated fight for the various seats in the
barangays.

One report that highly excited us is that an
election has been done in one barangay in Mandalu-
yong, Metro Manila. It said more than 300 youths
and alleged flying voters cast their votes last May 8
and 9 in the house of the reelectionist barangay
captain. Of the youths, 12 have come out in the
open saying that they were hauled by barangay
tanods to the house of the captain where they filled
out ballots.

The youths, aged 14 to 17, said they voted favor-
ing the reelectionist at about 7 p.m. They added
that they used makeshift ballot boxes. Later, the
youths were dined at a Chinese restaurant on E. de
los Santos Avenue, Mandaluyong.

If election for such a minor position as barangay
_captain is accompanied by deceit, what more can l'_mp-
pen to elections for higher positions during partisan
elections?

Can’t we ever learn? Or, should we put the blame
on the highly-derided Commission on Elections?

With a grain of salt

A look-back
at the mid-30’s

- By ARMANDO J. MALAY

I was thumbing through Antonio Bamedo (now

We always feel inspired
by letters that we receive
from our dear readers —
whether these letters air
grievances or merely prod
us to go on.

And, as much as possi-
ble, we would like to
print them because we
believe that in a free
press there should be a
two-way communication.

However, we find our
print spaces inadequate to
accommodate all the hun-
dreds of letters that we
receive weekly. But non-
use of the letters should
not discourage our readers.
Keep on communicating
with us. One day, your
letters will get printed.
And what's more, the
letters help . us informed
of the people’s feelings.

LA B

There are some guide-
lines that we follow in
the use of the letters. One,
for instance, is the gravity
of the grievances men-
tioned. Another is the
urgency of action asked by
the letter-writers. Of
course, we also consider
their length and clarity.
Short of manpower in our
editorial comer, we find

Jit very difficult to print

handwritten letters be-
cause these need not only
editing but also retyping.

L I

From the Executive Editor

Keep on writing

Following are short
takes from some of the let-
ters that we wanted to
use fully but could not
for lack of space~

From the Kapatiran ng
Malalayang Maliliit na Ma-
ngingisda sa Pilipinas, Ink.
A march to the municipal
hall of Pamnaque was
scheduled from 6 am. to
8 am. today (May 12)
by small fishermen to
hand in  their letter-
complaint to the munici-
pad mayor. The fishermen
said their fishing grounds
in the Manila Bay have
narrowed down because
tahong (mussle) and halaan
(dam) growers have
fenced off wide areas of
the Bay. Result: There
is now heavy traffic of
small bancas being used
by the small fishermen
along the corridors of the
fenced-off tahong and ha-
laan farms. The small
fishermen want the mayor
to do something because,
they said, their incomes
have declined.

the 1934-35 Philippine
Collegian the other day
and came across a supple-
ment of the UP Debating
Oratorical Club. Fifty-two
members were listed in
the supplement, and my
readers might be interest-
ed in the short items
after the names of a num-
ber of them. I hasten to
say that Ferdinand E:
Marcos was not listed
among the members; he
probably joined the club
later,

Enrique Fernando (now
Chief Justice): *‘Cannot
wink while he talks and
cannot talk while he
winks. ‘Cannot do two
things at one time,” he
says.”

a Justice of the Supreme
Court): “Well known for
his ‘deep philosophies’ on
any subject., We don't hap-
pen to visit our barber
more than once every two
weeks.”

Ramon Fernandez
(also a Justice in the Sup-
reme Court): **His chivalry
is stainless, His where-
abouts between and after
classes will puzzle Scot-
land Yard for a while.”

Roberto Benedicto (Ty-
coon): “He prefers Philip-
pine independence to an
American protectorate sta-
tus, He might disagree
with himself very soon,”

Four members of to-
day’s opposition belonged
to the club:

A8 neceamary.
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Francisco Rodrigo: *‘In
one of his philosophical
pieces, he said, ‘He died
because he was alive.” Now
let's see Mr. Rodrigo die
agnin-'|

Pablo Sanidad: “We
hear he is a relative of
the Representative of that
name. That is, if lineage
does not lie. No~ but's
about it.”

Jose B. Laurel Jr.:
“His proven ability lies in
two channels. One of them
is forensics. Ask him for
the other.”

Domocao Alonto: “He
is the only Mohammedan
member of the Club. We
asked him for a copy of
the Koran a week ago.
‘The philosophy is deep,'
he replied.” Two women
lawyers were listed as
members:

Cecilia Mufioz (retired
Justice of the Supreme
Court): **She has nothing

to say about herself. We
apologize to her, we also
have nothing to say about
her.”

Corazon Juliano (re-
tired judge): “She seems
to be the despair of many
a club member. She has
been a frustration to
many."

A curious note: The
club’s first vice-president
and chairman of the mem-
bership committee, Andres
Camasura, has the follow-
ing: “He is an honest
winner of 30 gold medal,
four sllver medals and one
trophy. We are honest
believers.”” Many will re-
member Camasura as the
lawyer who was sentenced
to jail (totalling, literally,
hundreds of years, for
scores of estafa convic-
tions). Where his medals
are, I don’t know, For that
matter, | don't know where
Camasura is now.

l Kokoy Jokes of the Week:

A crony told Kokoy that the resettlement area estab-
lished by the government for people who had been
ousted from a dam site, was underwarer,

Kokoy: “Why should they complain? They can al-

ways buy motorboats.”

ses

When Kokoy attended the last presidential inaugura-
tion, his son asked Kokoy if the cardinal, during the
invocation,was praying for the President .

.. he’s praying for the nation.”

Kokoy: *Hush.

\ ,__.._"_—"_--._-;_;_

The move of the small
fishermen could trigger an
open rift between them
and the tahong and halaan
growers.

L N

From Dr. Miguel Cor-
nejo of Pasay City. He
says he has filed a com-
plaint before the Tanod-
bayan against the city
engineer for failure to act
on a six-month old com-
plaint. It seems that one
of Dr. Cornejo’s tenants
in his 11-door apartment
on Zamora Street had
made illegal constructions
in front and at the rear of
the apartment building.
Dr. Comejo complained
to the city engineer's
office but no action has
so far been done by the
engineer.

From the Career Men
and Women in the Com-
mission on Audit. Writing
for the group, Enrique de
Leon Custodio says:

*There are persistent
and very reliable reports
circulating in the Commis-
sion on Audit that the
Romualdez bloc is moving
heaven and earth to se
cure and ensure the
appointment of Mr. Fran-
cisco S. Tantuico, Jr.,
as permanent chairman of
the Commission on Audit,
although his seven-year
term, as fixed by the
Constitution, is supposed
to expire in September
of this year.

his appointment ms per-
manent chairman for ano-
ther seven yeam. Report-
edly, the Ministry of Jus-
tice has a ready opinion
to back up this stand.

“Here is a clear and
patent violation of the

Constitution if the opers-
tion succeeds and the
group obtains Tantuico’s
appointment. On the
Commission on Audit, Ar-
ticle XII, Section 1, Pa
ragraph 2 of our Consti
tution reads as follows:

(2) The Chairman and the
Commissioners shall be ap-
pointed by the Prime Minister
for a tam of seven years
without reappointment. Of
the Commissioners first ap-
pointed, one shall hold office
for seven years, another for
five years, and the third
for three years. Appointment
to any vacancy shall be only
for the unexpired portion of
the predecessor.

That is only Phase One
of the plot. If the appoint-
ment of Tantuico is
thwarted, the bloc will
next pursue the designa-
tion of  Fiscal Sergio
Apostol of Quezon City
as acting chairman of the
Commission. And who is
Fiscal Apostol? He is
another Romualdez pro-
tege from Tacloban,
Leyte. Is there a dearth
of honest, good and capa-
ble men in the Commis-
sion on Audit that only
Mr. Tantuico and his ilk
should be imposed upon
us all?”

This is my own

Urban

dissidence

By JOAQUIN R. ROCES

On the road there are motorized terrorists

Terrorizing pedestrians and other motorists

Bulldozing their way across intersections

Almost running over people in pedestrian sections
Stopping to load and unload wherever they choose
Speeding through the traffic like madmen on the loose

But no one accuses them of being terrorists

For we have no aversion

For this kind of subversion
As it is the kind of anarchy

That threatens the people only
And not the political hierarchy

Observe some of our sidewalks with discernment

One can clearly see the total absence of government
Laws and ordinances no longer seem to be existent ‘
And while the dismay of all passers-by is evident |
The vendor stands his ground, cool and confident
Protected by what seems an invisible government

But no one accuses him of being a dissident |

For we have no aversion

For this kind of subversion
As It Is the kind of anarchy

That threatens the people only \
And not the political hierarchy !




A matter of opinion

Is ‘delicadeza’
an ugly word?

By ERNESTO R. RODRIGUEZ, Jr.

In a previous column
on the notorious Bar tests
of 1981, | said that
President Marcos had bet-
ter move in and act deci-
sively on the matter, as
otherwise the Supreme
Court would be discre-
dited beyond repair.

At least five members
of the high tribunal were
until lately suffering from
an acute case of amnesia
of delicadeza. Whether it
was a matter of con-
venience or expediency
for them, that’s another
story.

And now, all of a sud-
den, every member of the
Supreme Court has fallen
a victim to delicadeza. It
has become pandemic.

There is no clearly ap-
proprate word in the
English language for the
Spanish word “delicade-
za,” but there's no ques-
tion that everyone knows
what it really means.
Everyone, except, as 1|
said, until lately, certain
members of the highest
tribunal of the land.

Now that the ball's
in the President’s hands,

let us see what he's going

to do about it.
* & &

When 1 was the private
secretary of the late Se-
nate  President Eulogio
(**Amang’) Rodriguez
many years ago, one of the
things he complained to
me about was the fact
that many of his recom-
mendees, the ones who
had betrayed his faith, had
lost their sense of deli-
cadeza. They had refused
to quit their jobs and
the onlyuwny they could
be made to do so was to
either drive them ouf of
their jobs bodily or blow
them to kingdom come.

“Maybe, we will have
to wait,”" he said sadly,
“for them to get out of
their office feet first. And
that would take time for,
as you know, a bad weed
dies hard."”

* ¥ ®

What ought to be done,
what one owes to one's
self, what is expected of
one, what is doing the
needful, the twinge of
conscience, properness,
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Philippine scene

— Ni FRANCISCO ‘SOC’ RODRIGO

Viewpoints

-

=1 Nonpolitical
2. nature a farce

By RAUL M. GONZALEZ

“*Wanted: True Filipino
Hero'' — news item attri-
buted to newly-married
Deputy Foreign Affairs
Minister Manuel Collantes.
Is Collantes not yet
satisfied with the heroes
of today? | think there
are so many roaming
around in the Batasan
Pambansa and in Mala-
caflang, di ba? In fact
we have heroes of Bataan
and Corregidor, if we can
accept Mayor Ramon Ba-
gatsing’s stories, and, of
course we have heroes of
Bessang Pass. With those
many medals now on dis-
play in the U.S., Mr.
Collantes should be called
down for still looking for
“true” Filipino heroes. In-
cidentally, my friend Joe
Dimayuga, secretary-Gen-
eral of the All Asia Bar
Association (Philippine
Branch) and himself a
blue-blooded Batanguefio
(like  Collantes?), aflter
reading the Collantes
story commented: “Hindi
pa yata believe si Collan-
tes."

I

In my previous columns
I expressed skepticism

about the so-called non-
political nature of the
barangay elections this
month, Well, my predic-
tions have been prophetic
because, almost every
where, the political animals
are campaigning for their
favorite barangay candi-
dates and doling out cash
left and right. In my own
lloilo City, everybody is
talking about the doleouts
being made by a certain
RSB to the barangay
officials. So, it is a pity
that the Comelec has to
make so much noise about
rules for the elections,
about limitations in cam-
paign expenses, about poli-
ticians not to meddle —
all these are platitudes and
no one takes them serious-
ly.
L B

With the scandal now
rocking  the  Supreme
Court, no amount of white
wash or news embargos
about the scandal can
cleanse the Highest Tribu-
nal which the nation will
accept without resigna-
tions ol those involved.
The court and Malacanang
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Kumpiyansa sa
Korte Suprema
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Views & Interviews

Whose fault is
subversion?

Paanong mabubuong muli ang nawasak na kumpi-
yansa ng bayan sa ating Korte Suprema?

Iyan ang malubhang problema ngayon ng bansa.

Hindi man natin nais, nasa kamay ngayon ni Pres.
Marcos ang pagtuklas ng lunas sa problemang iyan.

Maisagawa kaya niya ito?

Sana nga! Ngunit ako’y may malaking duda.

Bakit? Sapagkat katuwa ang katayuan ni Pres. Marcos
sa suliraning ito.

Siya ang naging prinsipal na dahilan ng pagkasira ng
tiwala ng bayan sa Korte Suprema. Itulot kaya ng May-
kapal na siya pa ngayon ang lumitaw na bida sa pag
buong muli niyan?

Batay sa aking analisis, hindi ang Ericta Case ang
prinsipal na sanhi ng pagguho ng gusali ng “public
confidence” sa Korte Suprema.

Ang Ericta Case, kung tutuusin, ay hindi gaanong
malubha. Kung baga sa lindol, ito'y hindi gaanong kala-
kasan upang magpaguho sa nasabing gusali.. kungito'y:
matibay.

Ngunit. mahina na ang gusali! Bakit? Sapagkat naya-
nig na ng ilang malalakas na mga lindol na nagdaan,

Naito ang ilan sa nasabing mga lindol

~ Ang desisyon ng Korte Suprema apabor sa dekla-
rasyon ni Marcos ng martial law, gayong ito'y labag sa
Constitution sapagkat walang tunay na “invasion,
rebellion, or insurrection, or imminent danger thereof;”

— Ang desisyon ng Korte Suprema na nagsasabing
“there is no more judicial obstacle to considering the
Constitution as in force and effect,” gayong anim (6)
sa sampung (10) mga mahistrado ang nagsabing ang uma-
no'y pagka-apruba sa proposed constitution sa “'loose
consultation’’ ng mga “‘citizens' assemblies” ay labag sa
ipinag-uutos ng 1935 Constitution;

Ang desisyon ng Korfe Suprema na umapruba sa
hakbang ni Pres. Marcos na siya mismo (si Marcos) ang
nag-‘propose’” ng 1976 constitutional amendments,
gayong maliwanag na ipinag-uutos ng 1973  Constitu-
tion na tanging ang National Assembly o ang Interim
National Assembly lamang ang may kapangyarihang
mag-‘propose” ng amendments sa  Constitution; at

llang pang mga desisyon ng Korte Suprema na
pawang apabor sa panig ng Malakanyang. . . tungkol,
halimbawa, sa mga abuso at panglalamang ng KBL sa
mga halalan; sa pagkakait ng kampatang makapag
piyansa sa maraming mga aktibistang inaresto ng mga
militar; sa pagtanggingalisinsa “‘military tribunals’ at
ilipat sa civil courts ang maraming kaso ng mga sibilyan;
at iba pa.

Bayan, ang panig ni Marcos ay hindi kailan man
natalo sa Korte Suprema. Bukang-bibig ng mga abogado
na ang “batting average™ ni Marcos sa Korte Suprema
ay 100%; ang sa opposition ay 0%.

Ngunit, bayan, may tribunal o hukumang mas mataas
at mas makapangyarihan kaysa Korte Suprema. lyan ang
“*Tribunal of Public Opinion.”

Hindi marahil napapansin ng mga myembrong Korte
Suprema na, tuwing maglalabas sila ng hatol ny panig
sa mga lisyang gawain ng Malakanyang, hinahatulan
sila ng bayan!

Bawa't desisyon nilang lihis sa katarungan at katoto-
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By PROF. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALEZ —

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzalez by Juan
de la Cruz, citizen of the Philippines.

Q. Professor, why is there so much moral and econo-
mic deterioration in our country?

A. What do you mean?

Q. Our science is backward, our education is medio-
cre, our economy hangs on debts-many billions of
dollars and growing still, our newspapers except
perhaps for the WE Forum and a few others are
afraid to publish the truth unless they get a nod
from the powers-that-be, the local films are lasci-
vious, robberies and killings are too numerous to
be counted, the once disciplined army that fought
for freedom and democracy has forgotten its
discipline and the meaning of freedom and instead
protect dictatorship, and the Supreme Court
that people once looked up to with reverence has
produced cheaters. Why?

A. Ask Marcos, he should know,

But Mr. Marcos perhaps is not at fault, is he? Should

we blame him?

A. He says he knows how to run the country. He has
been at the helm of government for the last 17 years.
He even imposed martial law to establish a New
Society which, according to him, is good for the
people.

Q. But it has been for the good of the people around
him and his family, including himself, hardly for the
good of the Filipino people, hasn't it?

A. You be the judge, Juan dela Cruz,

Q. Is this country stuck with him? Isn’t democracy
such that if a government fails to deliver the goods
the people should be free to elect a new govern-
ment?

A. Ah, Juin, whoever told you we have a democracy

still?

What is democracy, Professor?

Like freedom, it is hard to define democracy. But

one knows when it’s not there. We also can’t define

life very well, some say it is when the heart still
beats and others when the brain still functions,
but we know when one is dead, Otherwise funeral

parlours will have no business. Democracy is a

nation run by administrators and legislators elecied

by the people, not their masters; it is a nation where
the newspapers and media are not controlled by
the government but publish the truth according to
their professional competence; it is a nation where

o

>R

there is periodic and honest elections, not one cogp |

trolled by a single individual to suit him and to have
himself and the yes-men around him rule over and
over again; it is a nation in which all expenditures

are accounted for and properly audited becadserf"

they come from the taxes of the citizens like youging
Juan. It is a nation where justice prevails and Jusiv ¥
tices are not supreme crooks. o1 -.mJ

Q. Speaking of Justices, do you think that it is right—
for Mr. Marcos to accept their resignation? [f 0,0"1
who remains? . This Cf

A. Why should the Justices who are not gudt;{ql%i iy

made to resign? Only those who are guilty SOy’ 1"

be penalized. One thing | cannot understand’a s
our government, whose present structure d ‘@:E'

the intelligence of political science scholars, l;}"

the Executive should judge the Judiciary, More
than that, is the executive branch of the govern-
ment above suspicion despite all the sham elections
that it still has the integrity to judge the erring
Justices? Aren’t the past election anomalies a
greater crime than raising the grade of Ericta’s son
by 0.2 percent or lowering the passing grade by 0.57

Q. You mean almost all in this government are under
the cloud of suspicion?

A. Aren't they?

(). That is subversion, Professor, isn't it?
Subversion, my dear Juan, according to John Locke
is not a crime of the people but of an overstaying
government, The people, if we follow Locke's
thinking, cannot subyeri themselves; but when a
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Clearing farmers from the land

The Philippines is a land of

glaring contrasts that extend
far beyond the million
squatters living in the sha-
dows of Manila's burgeoning
modern skyline. The island
nation has perhaps the richest
food potential in all South-
east Asia. In fact, by the end
of the 1970s the country
began to export rce after
decades of being a chronic
rice importer.

Yet the vast majority of
Filipinos today eat even less
than a decade ago. Although
agricultural growth averaged
five percent a year from
1970-80, according to the
World Bank. the number of
families living in absolute
poverty zoomed by 25 per-
cent.

A confidential version of a
controversial 1980 World
Bank Poverty Report on the
Philippines managed to put
its finger on the problem in
the usual understated way of
such reports. Despite strong
agricultural growth, the Bank
paper intoned, ‘One could
argue that the benefits of the
high level of agricultural
growth .. .may not have
reached substantial numbers
of the poor.”

By the early 1960s, the
‘land frontier’ in the Philip-
pines had been reached. With

no new land available for
cultivation, expansion of
commerical farming could

come only at the expense of
subsistence food crops. From
1960-70  cultivated land
_devoted to rice declined only
gradually from 3.2 million
hectares to 3.1 million
hectares. But by the mid-
1970s, export agriculture was
gobbling up wvaluable food
lands. The amount of land
devoted to sugar, coconut
and other commercial crops
increased by over 650,000
hectares between 1970 and
1976. By the end of the de-
cade over a third of the
country's 10 million hectares
of cultivated land was grow-
ing food for export rather
than local consumption.
When President Ferdinand
Marcos introduced martial
law in September 1972 one
of the first things he did was
to declare exempt from land
reform the three million
hectares planted with com-
mercial crops. Foreign agri-
business companies were also
reassured when Marcos drove
underground the militant
nationalist movement that
had called for nationalization
of Company-owned planta-
tions on the island of Min-
danao.

Large-scale export produc-
tion was given a green light,

but the regime took a
different approach to big
Filipino landowners. When

the great sugar market bust
of the late 1970s dropped
sugar export from $766
million in 1974 to $216 mil-
lion in 1978 hundreds of
sugar barons were driven (o
the edge of bankruptcy. In
the scramble that followed,
Marcos’ associates were able
to gain monopoly control over
the financing, milling and
marketing of sugar,

The sagging fortunes of
coconut also provided an ex-
cuse to ‘rationalize’ that in-
dustry. All phases of coco-

Reprinted from the NEW INTERNATIONALIST
By WALDEN BELLO
nut production from linanc- growth.
ing to marketing came under Still, the agribusiness

the control of two close
friends of Marcos, Defense
Minister Juan Ponce Enrile
and ‘Coconut King' Eduardo
Cojuangco.

Control
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coconut served as a power

based for what the World
Bank calls *a new-ruling coali-
tion consisting of the Mar-
cos family and personal asso-
ciates, high level technocrats,
key bureaucrats and military
officers and some wealthy
businessmen.’

The Marcos dictatorship
was far more charitable with
foreign-owned  apribusiness
companies, The most visible
examples are Del Monte Cor-
poration’s 15,000:heactare
pineapple plantation in Bu-
kidnon Province and Castle
and Cooke's 20,000 hectare
pineapple spread in Southem
Cotabato. Indeed, both US-
owned firms were encouraged
to expand their operations.
According to Robert Landis,
chiel executive officer of the
Del Monte Corporation, the
expansion of the firm’s Phil-
Ippines opeération ‘was a res-
ponse (o an ongoing prog-
ram of the Philippine Gov-
ernment to promote national
and foreign investment in
exports.’

The govemment's conge-
nial approach to the Ame-
rican agricultural conglome-
rales was part of a World
Bank-devised strategy which
President Marcos accepted in
1973 in return for a Bank
commitment to make the
Philippines a ‘country of
concentration’ for billions of
dollars in development aid.
The Bank's master-plan stres-
sed foreign investment, un
open economy and export-led
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giants were not quite satis-
fied. They made sure to tie
key government officials di-
rectly to their prosperity.
Defense Minister Juan Ponce
Enrile sat on the board of
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the DoleFil (Castle and
Cooke’s pineapple subsidiary)
while United Brands, (marke-
teer of ‘Chiquita’ brand bana-
nas) contracted TADECO, a
5.500 hectare megaplantation
in which Marcos himself has
substantial interest, to grow
all its Philippine bananas.

When Castle and Cooke
took over the Dole Pineap-
ple Corporation in 1961,
one of its first moves was
to acquire plantations in
the Philippines. The reason
was simple: its competitor
Del Monte, a Philippine resi-
dent since 1926, was pro-
fiting handsomely [rom the
huge difference between
wages of plantation workers
in Hawaii and workers in
Mindanao. Plantation hands
in Hawaii were making over
$2.60 an hour, Del Monte
field workers in Mindanao
15 cents an hour for the
same job. Hawaiian cannery
workers were earning $2.69
an hour, Del Monte’s workers
in the Philippines were gel-
ting 20 centsan hour.

And there was an im-
portant bonus. There was no
equivalent in the Philippines
of the International Long-
shoremen and Warehouse-
men's Union, the tough la-
bour organization that has
done much to improve the
living standards of Dole's
Hawaiian workers. The com-
panies were given a further
boost after martial law ban-
ned strikes in "vital industries,

a category that included Del
Monte, Castle and Cooke and
other export producers on
the grounds they were ‘vital
foreign exchange earners.’

In the late 1960s. most
of the direct agribusiness in-
vestment in the Philippines
was in pineapples. But in
the early 1970s Del Monte,
Castle and Cooke and
United Brands suddenly
turned their sights on bana-

nas. The move was trig-
gered by a rising demand
in Japan coupled with the
discovery that the loamy,
alluvial, and well-drained soil
in  southeastemm Mindanao
was perfect for growing bana-
nas. And in particular, the
Cavendish variety — a huge,
tough - fruit that is blander
than local varieties but per-
fect for long-distance travel.

Almost overnight bananas
became one of the country’s
largest exports topping
$84 million in 1978. Al-
most 90 percent of Philip-
pine bananas go to Japan —
with South Korea, Hong
Kong and the Middle East
far down the list.

While Del Monte and
Castle and Cooke grow their
own pineapples on thousands
of acres leased from the
government’s National Deve-
lopment Corporation, bana-
nas are grown by local Fi-
lipino landowners who then
sell to the multinationals at
sel prices.

There are, however, dif-
ferent variations of these
‘associate-producer’ arrange-
ments. Closest to the classical
plantation setup is United
Brands’ contract  arrange-
ment with the huge TADECO
operalion, A major part ol
the workforce is prisoners
from the nearby Davao Penal
Colony. Del Monte, in con-
trast has spread its contracts
with  nine large corporate

growers, each averaging close

to 700 hectares.

But the most interesting
setup is the Castle and
Cooke subsidiary Stanfilco's
arrangements with over 370
small landowners whose plots
range from four to seven
hectares. According to Fili-
pino researcher Temario Ri-
vera, the small landholder
retains legal ownership of
his land but loses-complete
control over every phase of
the production process.

In many ways, the small
landowners contracted to
Sanfilco are worse off than
their hired  workers. They
have to handle many of
the risks and costs associated
with production (weather,
fertilizer, pesticide) including
hiring additional labor, It is

no wonder 97 percent of
Stanfilco's ‘associate-pro-
ducers’ in the Davao area

have an average debt to the
company of $926 per hec-
tare.

The average wage of work-
ers in the banang industry
in the late 1970s was. $42.00
to $50.00 a month — about
25 percent of the govern-
ment for a family of six. A
recent United Nations study
discovered that only 26 per-
cent of the final retail value
of bunana exports returns to
the Philippines.

Agribusiness expansion in
Mindanao has been largely
at the expense of small pea-
sant farmers. Stanfilco’s ope:
rations in  Davao are one
way of effectively control-
ling and occasionally dispos-
sessing  smallholders. But
there are more direct and
brutal methods. The expan-
sion of Del Monte’s pineap-
ple operations in Bukidnon,
for instance has displaced
families from their farms.
According to one local ob-
server, ‘the pressures on the
small farmers are great. They
are pushed. They are shoved.
Those who refuse to move
are threatened with having
their rights of way cut off
by Del Monte. Those who
continue to try to get land
titles through the Bureau of
Land are told they must
wait or that they have no
witnesses or that they are
lacking the proper forms or

‘that the lands have already

been applied for. Inevitably,
they will be given titles
only if they promise to lease
to Del Monte.'

Bukidnon farmers are not
the only victim. In 1979,
Del Monte's banana expan-
sion in Davao del Norte
displaced 200 families, while
TADECO used Filipino
troops to eject 700 families
from lands adjacent to its
plantation.

The Ministry of Agra-
rian Reform has admitted

that acts of dispossession
like ‘bulldozing  farms
and burning homes' have

taken place. But the govern-
ment has done' nothing to
stop the companies. In fact,
to assist ‘vital foreign ex-
change earners,’ the govern-
ment has often been a willing
accomplice in landgrabs. In
the contract between Castle
and Cooke and the govern-
ment’s National Development
Corporation there is a clause.
that blatantly sanctions land-
grabbing: ‘NDC shall, from
time to time, when and as
requested by Dole, bring,
acquire, and obtain title to
such additional parcels of
land as may be needed by
Dole in its operation . ..’
The various forms of land-
grabbing not only provide the
land for corporate expansion

but also a cheap laboft
force. Some of the workers
are  dispossessed land-

holders, others are impover-
ished ‘associate-producers.’
Many thousands find no
work at all. Others travel to
the port of Davao to become
pedi-cab drivers, stevedores or
just squatters. The lucky ones
can eam enough to feed
themselves and their families.

That is the upshot of agri-
business expansion in the
Philippines over the last
decades — on one hand it
has been good business for
the corporations and their
allies in the Marcos govern-
ment.

On the other it has meant
increased misery for low-paid
plantation workers, disposses-

sion of small farmers from
their land and declining living
standards for the whole popu-
lation.

fFear of fertilizer

The expansion of high-
technology agriculture in the
Philippines has had two im-
portant spin-offs: increased
prosperity for fertilizer and
pesticide corporations and a
growing threat to the health
of rural workers and the en-
vironment.

Imports of fertilizers grew
from a few million dollars
in the late 1960s to $87
million by 1980. With urea,
the main nitrogen fertilizer,
now costing almost 5200 a
ton, fertilizer imports are
expected to reach $200 mil-
lion by 1985.

This has meant huge pro-
fits for the fertilizer in-
dustry, which is dominated
by six large companies. The
largest of these is Planters
Products Inc, (PPI) controlled
by Marcos through his Agri-
culture  Secretary  Arturo
Tanco, who sits on its board.

The pesticide industry has
also bloomed remarkably. To-
gether with the Marcos-con-
trolled PPI (which is also
L

active in the pesticide busi-
ness) Shell and Bayer con-
trol 60 percent of the mar
ket. The rest shared by
Hoechst, Union Carbide,
Warner Barnes, Monsanto,
Dupont, Cynamid, and Vel-
sicol. Like the fertilizer
monopoly, the pesticide
cartel has close links to the
government.

As in other countries, agri-
cultural chemicals now pose
a major environmental and
health threat to the. Philip-
pines. Massive application of
urea which lacks the sul-
phur present in traditional
fertilizers has severely re-
duced soil fertility.

More worrisome is indis-
criminate pesticide use. Bayer
and Pfizer, two of the big-
gest international distribu-
tors both’ import the con-
troversill malathion and the
extremely hazardous ethyl
parathion — a chemical that is
60 times more toxic than
DDT.
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The Bad

nation, his dreams and aspirations the history of his country
and his hopes for the future. And we all know how proud
the Japanese are about their couniry. I did not want to hurt
their feelings. They had lost the war, and | did not want to
add insult to injury.

One day however 1 decided to do something about the
mystery of my Japanese flag. It is a beautiful silken flag and
the Japanese characters on it are not the ordinary ones that
can be deciphered by our Filipino Japanophiles. | asked my
son Tito, who stayed in Japan for six months and knows
Nippongo pretty well, what they meant. He was not sure
+ what they stood for. 1 also saw several members of our Philip-

pine delegation to the last Expo 70 in Osaka but not one of

them could translate them for me. They told me they looked
like classical Japanese writing. I don’t know.

As a last recourse, [ wrote a letter to the Japanese Embassy
in Manila. Mr. Shigemoto Nogusa, director of the Japan
Information Center, who was also the counsellor in charge of
cultural affairs at the Embassy of Japan in the Philippines,
finally solved the mystery for me.

I told Mr. Nogusa that “sontetime in early 1945, in the
battle for the liberation of San Fernando, La Union, I was
able to acquire a silken Japanese flag with certain inscriptions
on it. If I remember right, it came from the Imperial Japanese
marine headquarters at Poro Point.”" And, “'since I am not

Judicial notices

Republic of the Philippines
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
Seventh Judicial District
BRANCH XXXV1
Makati, Metro Manila

Re: IN THE MATTER OF THE
ADOPTION OF THE MINOR
JULIUS BIATO.
SP. PROC. NO. 9668
GLORIAG. CRUZ,
Petitioner.
R o e e e e e i e e e e e e e

ORDER

A petition dated February 26, 1982 has been filed by the
petitioner, praying that upon due notice and hearing,judgment
be entered sdjudging that the minor child JULIUS BIATO be
freed from all legal obligations of obedience and maintenance
with respect to her natural parents, and that she be declared 1o
all legal intents and purposes, the child of the herein petitioner,
and that his name and surname be changed to conform with
that of the petitioner and to be henceforth known as JOEL
CRUZ.

The petition alleges:

1.That petitioner is 35 years of age, Filipino, single, and
resident of 388 Maybunga, Pasig, Metro Mla.

2. That petitioner has no children or descendants and hereby
desire to adopt a minor, named JULIUS BIATO, now 4 years
and seven months old legitimate child of Juan Biato and
Remedios Cruz;

3. That the above-named parents of said minor hereby ex-
pressly give their writlen consent Lo the adoption, as evidenced
of Annex A" hereto attached and made an integral part of this
petition;

4, That petitioner is qualified to adopt the said minor and
willl be able, financially and morally, to bring up and educate
said minor,properly and adequately:

Notice is hereby given that this petition shall be heard be-
fore this Court sitting at the Sth Floor, Margarita Building,
J.P. Rizal Avenue, Makati, Metro Manila, on June 17, 1982 at
8:30 in the morning, at which place, date and hour, all interest-
ed persons may appear and show cause, if any, why this peti-
tion should not be granted,

Service of process in this proceeding shall be made by pub-
lication of a copy of this Order at the expense of the petitioner,
once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks, previous to the
dote appointed, in @ newspaper of general ciroulation in the
province of Rizal and Metro Manila, to which the publication
may be assigned after a raffle conducted pursuant to existing
rules and regulations.

Let copies of this Order be served by personal scrvice upon
the Office of the Solicitor General,the Local Civil Reglstrar of
Pasig, Metro Manila, and the Office of the Ministry of Social
Services and Development of Pasig, Metro Manila. The latter is
hereby directed to conduct a social case study of the child 1o be
adopted, her natural parents, as well as the petiioner, and to
submit to this Court a report and recommendations on the
matter at leasi one (1) week before the scheduled hearing, and
to intervene on behalf of the child If it finds that the petition
ghould be denied.

SO ORDERED.
Given this 7th day of April, 1982 at Makati, Metro Munila

(Sgd.) SEGUNDO M. ZOSA
Judge

True Copy/Duplicate Originul
F.L. MELOCOTON, JR.
Deputy Clerk of Court
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: The author and his son
g Ernesto Il (Tito) are here
pictured holding the Japa-
“ nese campaign flag that Ernie
Rodriguez seized from an
enemy marine he captured in
Poro Point during the Battle
of San Fernando in La
Union. Tito also holds a
Japanese soldier’s training
manual, a souvenir of his
father’s participation in the
resistance movement. (Phoro
by Katsuhisa Hamazaki, Ma-
nila Bureau chief, The Yo-
miuri Shimbun, a Japanese
daily.)

acquainted with their meaning,” | further said, *I am sending
you herewith a recent photograph of the said flag, with the
request that you kindly decipher and translate for me the
Japanese characters that appear on it.”

There days later, Mr.  Nogusa wrote back. And this is his
translation of the Japanese characters inscribed on my Japa-
nese flag:

“TO MR. MATSUGORO SHIMIZU

“Service to the Country with Sincerity"

Signed Dby: Col. Sugai, Senior Adjutant to the Ministry
ol Army.

“Devuted Service to the Country’s

Signed by: Lt. Col. Sato and Paymaster Lt. Col.Hisashi
Futami.

“Wish you good luck in the war”

Signed by Paymaster Major Umikawa; Paymaster 2nd Lt.
Ueno.

*Fight to win at all costs™

Signed by: Yashiro, non-regular staff member of the Mi-
nistry of War.”

There is no doubt about how sincere and devoted the
Japanese soldiers were to their country during the last Pacific
War. But they had no luck in that war. They did fight to win
“at all costs” but they could not win and the costs were tre-
mendous.

General Tomoyuki Yamashita was not even able (o realize
his dream of meeting General Douglas Mac Arthur face to face.
He was not afforded the opportunity to tell the most deco-
rated soldier in all history that “All 1 want to hear from you
is yes or no.”

The Tiger of Malaya ended his career at the end of a rope in
Los Bafios and Japan lost the war at the bottom ol a mush-
room cloud.

Whatever happened to those men who signed their names to
my Japanese flag? Of cowse, they were the casualties of
war. What about their {amilies? Are they still alive? This ques-
tion will be answered later.

After the capture of San Femando on March 21, 1945,
following the instructions contained in the 6th US Army's
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Here is the security identification card of the author,
issued to him by the provost marshal, AFWESPAC, author
izing him to cover the war criminal trials held at the US High
Commissioner’s residence in Manila. As editor-in-chief of the
Philippine Liberty News, the author was the only Filipino
privileged to attend the trials of both Generals Homma and
Yamashita.

Field Order 58, issued on March 23, 1945, the highly success:
ful 121st Infantry went into a rest area of our former CP
in San Juan. Then they moved 10 Bessang Pass.

The operations of Bessanyg Pass were
and most decisive battle in the

to be the 'rs]uu)lu\[

Philippine | they

CAITIPAILEn and

were (o achleve a lugh water mark ol success (or the Jlnl..
PING resistance movement

| staved with my oautfit at the ouskirts of  Tagudin, in
Libtong. and | made several trips to Cervantes and Suyo. On
'\[”il 15, 1945, however; retumed to Mandls with my maother
and my son Tio. When | reached the aity, I was told that my
wile i'.'!!\lll.' had died I|'.-,' year helug shartly alter the ;\Jl:l"-
necan landing on Leyl It was then ten and hall months since

| last saw the city ol my birth, This was now the dawn

al

new era.

There were two jobs that appealed to me upon my return
to Manila. One was with the Office of War Information,
Southwest Pacific Area, USA, which was headed by a man
I greatly admired and respected, Frederic S. Marquardt.
Philippine-born, Fritz was my boss on the prewar Philippines
Free Press and he had always been a great and good friend of
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Lt. Venancio S. Duque (until recently senior commissioner
of the Commission on Elections) sent a letter to the author,
from his headquarters in the 14th Infantry, at Nueva Viz-
caya, inviting the author to join his outfit and be commis-
sioned as regimental adjutant. Duque also advised his com-
padre that Maj. Ferdinand E. Marcos was seriously ill in the
14th Inf. headquarters,

the Filipino people. He is now editor of The Arzona Repub-
lic, a highly regarded paper in the United States.

The other job was offered to me by the newly-reconsti-
tuted government of the Philippine Commonwealth. I joined
the staff of President Sergio Osmefia.

It was peace again.

I am proud to have played a part, no matter how humble it
may have been, in the campaign for the liberation of my coun-
try. And | still treasure that Japanese campaign flag as a scu-
venir of that adventure,

| will always remember the generosity, the friendliness,
the hospitality of the llocanos. They took care of me and my
family during a critical period in our history. I'll never be able
o repay the debt I owe them, May God forever bless them.

I will always remember the rare courage of the [ocano
guerrilla, His indomitable spirit, his patriotrism, was simply
out of this world. I sincerely feel that in the last war he had
no equal in his devotion to the cause. And Yamashita, wher-
ever he is now, must have already rued the day he took the
route to northern Luzon in his flight from the clutches of the
rampaging Allied forces. The locanos sealed his doom.

Japan's dream of empire was blasted on the battlefields
of the Nocos. It was there where the labor pains of freedom
baore fruit

To be continued
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government subverts the will of the people, that is
subversion, That was the guilt of Chares I in Eng-
land, and he was put to death by the people for
the grave crime of subversion. Read the history of

England.
(). |Is England a democracy?
A. Yes, Prime Minister Winston Churchill who led

England in her darkest hours was told by the
British people after Wordd War Il to step down
because they would like to form a new government,
they wanted a change, and he graciously stepped
[ down. That is democracy, Juan,




UP prof refutes
‘Doroy’ on Bar

I submit further that we,
the Filipino people — the
humblest as much as the
highest, the most penurious
as much as the most prospe-
rous, the most sinful as much
as the saintliest — have a
right to expect and duty to
demand that the Justices of
the Supreme Court, and espe-
cially the Chief Justice of
the Philippines, should live
up to the highest and the
strictest staridards of conduct.

All these — 1 should like
to acknowledge most grate-
fully — Ileared from Profes-
sor (as he then was, and
now) Chief Justice Enrique
M. Fernando more than two
decades ago in the UP Col-
lege of Law, where he was
and still is the unchallenged
and unchallengeable Prince of
Constitutional Law teachers.
And | should like to hope
that he will continue to
teach these truths to his
present students in the UP
College of Law or elsewhere.
with as much fervor as he
did in our own day. At the
same time, | am willing to
wager that under a clamer
and more cordial circums-
tance, Chief Justice Fer-
nando will be the first to
repudiate Valencia's implicit
suggestion that Justices of the
Supreme Court have a right
to behave or to comfort
themselves as ordinary human
beings — like, say, the fami-
liar peanut politician fixing a
traffic ticket for a compadre’s
son — and to denounce any
such suggestion as subversive
of the Court’s very existence.

Of saints, justices and ordina-
ry mortals, and daring to
dream great dreams

No, Mr. Valencia, we do
not expect our Justices to
be “saints” — although
maintain that it is neither
illegitimate nor unreason-
able to hope that they should
aspire to rise to that status.
But we do expect them, or
should expect them, especially
the Chief Justice of the
Philippines, to act in such a
way, and only in such a way,
as to honor the Supreme

Court — in the same manner
that  Supreme Court has
honored and continues to

honor our Justices by giving
each a place within its hal-
lowed halls. And [ suggest
that any one who is disinc-
lined or unwilling to act or
is incapable of acting in a
manner befitting a Justice

By JOSE C. LAURETA
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of the Supreme Court or
the  Chief Justice of the

Philippines — in other words,
any one who is able to rise
only to the meager or
common level of an ordinary
*human” being (like you and
1) — has no right to aspire
for, and ' should have the
decency not to aspire for,
or accept or hold such an
exalted, important and deli-
cate office.

These, 1 believe, aie the
sentiments which inflamed
the widespread, intense —
and some would add, pitiless
— outrage evoked by L'Af-
faire Ericta. I submit that
the people are right in
believing that our Justices,
especially the Chief Justice

of the Philippines, are capa-
ble, or should be capable,
of greatness, nobility and he-
roic effort, and, accordingly,
in insisting that they be
judged only on the basis of
the loftiest and strictest
standards. In seeking to

affirm and uphold the validi-
ty of such standards, the
people (including the sinful,
weak and unblameless critics
of the Court) should be
commended, not condemned,
for their willingness to dare
that their ideals, especially
those which relate to our
most cherished and revered
institutions, like the Supreme
Court, be measured by their
dreams, their aspirations and
their. hopes, and not by their
faults, their frailties or their
fears.

*“Filipino™” as a dirty word
and Filipinos as a nation of
“frauds, finks and phonies”

Viewpoints ronpes

can always exoneraie
those involved in the mess
but they will never get
exonerated in the public
minds and their names
are already known every-
where. In fact, the more
Malacanang would impose
news embargos about the
Bar scandal because wild
rumors will make it worse
for the court’s credibility.

I heard that Prime Mi
nister Cesar Virata who
earlier accepted the IBP
invitation to keynote the
House of Delegates Con-
vention in Cebu has
changed his mind. I really
don't know why but this
has placed the Integra-
ted Bar in a difficult
situation because it is now
too late to look for a
replacement as keynote
speaker. Is Minister Virata
not willing to identify
himself with the IBP?

» & ®

1 understand Chief Jus-
tice Enrique M. Femando
is also slated to address
the delegates in Cebu. 1
hope he can make it
notwithstanding the pre-
sent crisis in the Supreme
Court.

* * "

By the way, who is the
Justice who ‘owns four
Bliss housing units in the
Bliss Housing area at EDSA
and Project 77 A lawyer |

Call

For Heavy Equipment Troubles?

the heavy
equipment
specialist!

MECHANICS INDUSTRIAL
SALES & SERVICES CO.

Tel: 85-13-64 or 89-31-71

met at City Hall last
week told me that he
knows for a fact a Justice
owns four units in that
Bliss project. Is this signi-
ficant? I think so because
it has always been my
impression that Blis
houses are only for the
low income groups. But
as it turns out now, even
Justices can own units —
at apat-apat pa.
LN B ]

A great honor was ex-
tended to me and the
National Bar Association
of the Philippines when |
received an invitation from
the All India Congress
Committee (Legal Cell)
and the Delhi Pradesh
Congress Committee
(Legal Cell) to send three
Filipino lawyers to the
forthcoming  Afro-Asian
Lawyers organization
meeting in New Delhi,May
6-7. This conference is
sponsored by the Indian
govemment and will be
presided by no less than
the Law and Justice Mi-
nister of India and will
be keynoted by the son of
Prime  Minister Indira
Gandhi, who is leading
member of the Parliament.

L L

According to the chair-
man of the organizing
council, this will be the
first organization of all
Third World lawyers and |
have been elected, in ab-
sentia as ex-officio mem-
ber of the Executive Coun-
cil of the Afro-Asian Law-
vers Association, The
government of India has
offered to pay for the
accommodations of the dele-
gates who will attend the
conference.

s 0
Hardly had the NPC

and the Meralco an-
nounced an end to the

neverending  brownouts
when  three successive
brownouts were expe-
rienced in my office down-
town all in one day.

Wala nang awa talaga,nan-
loloko pa.

Before leaving Valencia's
claim that to be “‘human
is to be Filipino,” 1 should
like to comment specifically
on his contention that L'Af
faire Ericta is merely an
innocuous example of such
peculiarly Filipino tribal prac-
tices as the “tayo-tayo”
system, “‘pakikisama,” *pala-
kasan,” and plain “horse-
trading” or “influence ped-
dling.” To affirm the conti-
nuing existence, vigor and

rampancy of such malprac-
tices, even in the High

Court itself — and even under
the aegis of the New Repub-

lic — is one thing. But to
insinuate that their very pre-
valence explains, and, there-
fore, justifies L'Affaire Ericta
is to confuse our vices with
our virtues. Such a confusion
of thought, whether delibe-
rate or merely adventitious,
is abhorrent and noxious.

For it is likely to make the

name “Filipino” a dirty word
and condemn us all as an
ignoble race and as a nation
of “frauds, finks and pho-
nies.” What is more, to the
extent that Valencia's sug-
gested identification of “hu-
manness” with being *“‘Fili-
pino” is an insidious appeal
to nationalistic pride and sen-
timent, such confusion is
also likely to give nationa-
lism a bad name,

To be continued
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de~ency, seemliness, the
litic voice within, deco-
rum, propriety, these are
what come to mind, when
we speak of delicadeza.
I still remember how
in the March 20, 1930
issues of The Guidon,
the official student publi-
cation of the Ateneo
de Manila, | had occasion
to write an editorial on the
death of Don Gregorio
Araneta. Don  Gregorio
Araneta was the father
of the well known Ara-
neta brothers: Salvador, J.
Antonio, Jose, Vicente,
Luis and Francisco.
During the early days
of the American regime
in the islands, the Presi-
dent of the United States
had offered Araneta a
seat in the Supreme Court
but he tumed it down on
the ground that it could
bring on a conflict of
interests because he had
some cases pending in the

high tribunal.
1 said that what he
did was - for him a

matter of delicadeza. This
editorial of mine reached
the attention of the edi-
tors of America, a Jesuit
publication in the United
States. The editorial
writer of that prestigious
magazine said that “‘deli-
cadeza” was a beautiful
Oriental sentiment that
deserved praise and that
what Don  Gregorio
Araneta did was worthy
of emulation by the men
of the West.

I ended that editorial
of mine in The Guidon
thus: “*Don Gregorio Ara-
neta was a ‘molave’ of the
race. Don = Gregorio Ara-.
neta dead? Don Gre-
gorio Araneta will never
die!”

Gregorio Araneta knew
the meaning of delicadeza.

L B

There's another exem-
plar on this matter.

On January 6, 1936,
there was a vacancy in
the Supreme Court, which
was brought about by the
complete Filipinization of
that tribunal, and President
Quezon wanted to reward
his secretary of justice,
Jose Yulo, with an eleva-
tion to that Court,

This was a singular

honor for a lawyer, being
named to the Supreme
Court. What was Yulo’s
reaction to the offer of
President Quezon? There
was no question to the
offer of President
Quezon? There was no
question that Yulo more
than richly deserved the
honor. But — Yulo wrote
the President: “the idea
of trying it for arelatively
short time and then going
back to my private prac-

tice with the prestige
and standing of an ex-
justice of the Supreme

Court, is entirely out of
the question as far as |
am concerned.”

Quezon wrote back:
“No man in the Cabinet,
without a single excep-
tion, has been more useful
to me and to the govern-
ment than you have been.
If 1 spoke to you of gi-
ving you an appointment
to the Supreme Court
it is because 1 thought
that you had to leave the
govemment as soon as you
were through with the
reorganization of the Judi-
ciary and felt that I owe
it to you and to the
Bench to offer you the
opportunity of occupying
the highest tribunal in
the land before you retum
to private practice. Your
refusal to go to the bench
upon the grounds men-
tioned by you do you
honor and justifies the
very high opinion I have
of you. 1 confess 1 did
not look upon it from the
same angle when | made
the offer. But since | heard
your views | see that

you areabsolutely right.”

Quezon said that Yulo
was ‘‘at least the equal
of the best Secretary
of Justice in any govern-
ment, . . If measured by
the brain, there & no
greater man in this coun-
try. But brains are not
the most important in a
man. More important are
character, integrity, ho-
nesty and loyalty. If a man
with brains is dishonest,
hé¢ is worse than an ho-
nest man who has no
brains.” And Yulo himself
was wont to say time
and again that “if indivi-
duals be not influenced by
moral principles, it is in
vain to look for public
virtue.”

Is the race that pro-
duced men like Don
Gregorio Araneta and Mr.
Jose Yulo a lost race?
Has the New Society de-
formed some of our public
servants that they no
longer believe in God and
in honesty?

In the wholesale resig-
nation of the members of
the Supreme Court, there
is the implication that it
needed a'major surgery to
relieve a cancer that had
begun to fester and smell.
Probably, it is just as
well that the conscience-
stricken justices have rea-
lized that they owed it to
the Supreme Court and
to themselves to quit.
After all, they are all
the President’s men and
the power to create camries
with it the power to des-
troy. Indeed, more is de
manded of a Supeme
Court justice because
more is expected of him.

it's a litde late but
better late than never.

at estruktura ng “‘tiwala ng

lindol?

ang kanyang mga hakbang.

kanya?

Kuro-kuro

hanan ay mistulang lindol na yumayanig sa pundasyon

hanggang sa ito’y humina-nang-humina, kaya't kaunting
kadyot na lang ang kailangan upang lubusang gumuho.
Ang kadyot ay dumating sa Ericta Case.
Sino ang pangunahing responsable sa mga nakaraang

Si Pres. Marcos! Ginamit niya ang lakas ng martial
law at diktadura upang pasustinihan sa Korte Suprema

Kaya'l katuwang pangyayari na si Marcos pa ngayon
ang siyang muling bubuo ng sinira niyang gusali.

Magtagumpay kaya siva? Mapanumbalik kaya niya
ang tiwala ng bayan sa Korte Suprema?

Ang tanong muna ay: May tiwala pa ba ang bayan sa

\
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bayan” sa Korte Suprema
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