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P1.50 in METRO MANILA

File photo shnws former Sen. Gera.rdo
Roxas, titular head of the LP, and former
Rep. Jose B. Laurel, Jr.,, head of the NP-

UNIDO

FAVORABLY ENDORSED BY AQUINO,ROXAS

LPS, NPs
to merge
vs. Fi!

The Philippines strongest political opposition par-
ties — the Liberal and Nacionalista — have finally de-
cided to formally join forces in an initial attempt to
organize a new political party against President Mar-
cos’ ruling Kilusang Bagong Lipunan.

The surprise merger is ex-
pected to be announced next
week, according to sources
who said that the plan has
been ‘“‘favorably endorsed”
by former Senators Benigno
Aquino, Jr., Raul Manglapus
and Gerardo Roxas, titular
head of the Liberal Party,
all of whom are in the United
States.

The fragmentation of the’

political opposition and the
emergence of neophyte poli-
tical groupings since the dec-

"Columnist’s
brother
arrested

A brother of Ang Pahaya-
gang Malaya columnist Rey-
naldo T. Fajardo was arrested
last week for not voting in
the last plebiscite and presi-
dential elections. Malaya is
sister publication of WE Fo-
rum,

Fajardo’s mother and a sis-
ter also were issued war-
.rants of arrest but he was
able to post bail bonds for

Page 2, Please

laration of martial law in
1972 have been attributed to
the “lukewarm attitude” of
IP and NP stalwarts in
setting aside their respective
political leanings,

Observers said that while
the ruling members of both
parties have occasionally sat
together to forge a common
stand against the Marcos
administration, as in the case
of the UNIDO and the Na-
tional Union for Liberation
(NUL), there was no official

tie-up and that previous orga-
nizations have *loose poli-
tical identification.”

However, with the merger
of the NP and the LP, it
was gathered that the nume-
rous anti-Marcos political
forces throughout the coun-
try will be formally united
under one party.

One of the earlier stum-
bling blocks in the forma-
tion of an alternative poli-
tical party has been the re-
luctance of the Liberals and
the Nacionalistas (Laurel
wing,as opposed to the Roy
wing) to absorb each other
in every attempt to come
out with a new political par-
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If you've gotten hold of
a WE "KKK' Forum, don't
curse us iight away, We
don't deserveyour ire.Let’s
explain.

But, first, here's a back-
grounder for those who
haven't seen the KKK Fo-
rum,

It is the orig WE Fo-
rum that seeks and lives
the truth and shares a
vision. But it has only
Pages 1, 2 7 and 8. Insert-

WE ‘KKK'’Forum

By MARCELO B. SORIANO

ed is an eight-page supple-
ment of the Kilmsang Ka-
buhayan at Kaunlaran (see
photo, Back Page)paid for
distribution through
Oriental Media's The Mani-
la Evening Post, Visayas
Observer and Mindanao
Journal,

The publisher of these
publications, by the way,
is Kerima Polotan Tuvera,
wife of Presidential Execu-
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Laurel wing, presiding over a joint meet-
ing of political opposition parties under the

Ninoy ignored by

Marcos on Muslims

Former Sen. Benigno S.
Aquino, Jr, tried to mediate
between the Muslim National
Liberation Front (MNLF)
and the government but Pre-
sident Marcos ignored the re-
sults of his (Aquino’s) ef-
forts.

This surfaced in the trans-
cript of an interview with
Aquino by Tacloban City’s
radio station "~ DYVL. The
interview was broadcast Jan.

3

In the same interview,
Aquino renewed his pledge
to comie home soon. (See
WE Forum, Jan. 3]-Feb.
2,1982.)

Aquino, answering a ques-

tion by DYVL's Tente Quin-
tero, said:

“1 tried to mediate with
the MNLF and the govern-
ment and | have sent my me-
morandum to President Mar-
cos but, unfortunately, |1
think the President chose to
do otherwise,”

Aquino submitted his me-
mo after a series ol meet-
ings he had held last year
with the leaders of the Mus-
lim secessionist movement,
headed by Middle East-based

Nur Misuari.

In his meetings, he add-
ed, he tried to find out:

1. The real grievances of
the Muslims.

2. If there can be a solu-
tion to these problems.

The memo provided what
Aquino believed could help
solve the Muslim hostili-
ties thatbroke out sometime
in Oct. 1972, or about a
month after the declaration
of martial law on Sept. 21,
the same year,

Aquino was interviewed
in Boston where he is on an
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Officials
with
extra

wives hit

The celebrated Mano
toc marriage, while con-
tinuing to trigger dissent-
ing opinions from the legal
circles, has created an up-
roar over the present down-
trend in morality emanat-
ing, ironically, from the
men who are supposed to
set the good example,

In a commentary
prompted by a legal article
on the controversial Mano-
toc marriage published by
the Times Journal, Sen.
Ambrosio Padilla lashed at
the “wealthy businessmen
and influential officials of
the government"” for the
rise of the new morality
that spelled “moral decay
in our present society."

Padilla also decried the
practite of “many of our
public officials in high gov-
emment pesitionsand fa-
vored millionaire business-
men" of maintaining seve-
ral mistresses while not yet
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No arms,ammos in tanker Hegg = Tr=pation

ese Transport Minister Toku- questioning of crew members
saburo Kosaka said last- week: 'of the 5,307 ton tanker. AT R S e e Jop U S
Columnist’s

the chemical tanker Hegg,
them before they could be

was not carrying arms and
ammunition as suspected by
Philippine authorities.

Steamship Co., operator of

the ship, did not instruct the

crewmen to make false state-
Some crew  members ments over the incident to

seemed to have vaguely per- the advantage of the compa-

ceived a Philippine warning ny.

to stop before the ship was

Foreign Minister Sakura-
uchi said his Ministry would
open negotiations with the
Philippine government on the

strafed by Philippine Air
Force planes off Mindanao on
Jan. 15, had committed no

From Page 1

vote, according to him,

criminal act, S pa strafed  but the warnin Tha tanker left Naha Port, 2rrested- The case is now pending
incldent after, reviewing the @t S e Okinawa Prefect o Arrested and defained for decision in the sala of Judge

. Transport Ministry's report. 4 : » e refecture (state), than sk h t the M f the City C
Kosaka told a Cabinet said. for Pusan Jan. 26 after Marj. More an six hours at the Magat of the City Court. The
meeting that he would report Kosaka later told reporters The Transport Minister time Safety officials wound Western Police District head- last hearing was on Dec. 28,

to the Foreign Ministry in a that the questioning of the quarters on United Nations

also said the inquiry had es-

up their questioning on the ,

day or two on the results of

tanker's crew showed the ship

tablished that Kitanihon Oi

crewmen.,

divorced from their first
wives.

“It is time to return to
the old accepted standards
of morality in both public
and private life,”" Padilla
said, adding that “the men
holding the reins of power
in government and direc-
tion of business must set
the good example."

Padilla’s commentary
also offers interesting legal
points on the Manotoc
marriage, which, by now,
has posed an acid test to
the country’s topnoich
barristers and staiesmen,

The full text of the
commentary follows:

Officials with

From page 1

The Times Journal of
Jan. 14, 1982, published a
legal article of Atty. Vi
cente Foz, entitled**Mano-
toc marriage stirs legal cir-
cles.” [t correctly states
that —

1. The best evidence of
the existence of a marriage
is the marnage certificate
(U'S. vs. Memoracion, 34
Phil. 633).

2. His divorce obtained
in a foreign country is not
recognized in thiscountry
(Sikat vs. Canson, 67 Phil.
207).

3. Bigamy is a public
offense which can be de-
nounced by any one (Art.

Ninoy

From page |

extended fellowship at Har-

vard University's Center for -

International Studies.

He is now chairing an on-
going seminar on Southeast
Asia. His particvlar field of
study, he told DYVL, is re-
volution and counter-revo-
lution.

Aquino said he is writing
a paper on how to bring

X

W

AQUINO

about a peaceful transition
" from a dictatorship to demo-
cracy,

So far, Aquino explained,
there are only two countries
which have undergone such'a
transition. These are Nigeria,

which was under a military

regime until two years ago,
and Honduras, which held
late last year an election that
transferred government to ci-
vilians, 5

Aquino feels that he is
now ‘“‘physically rehabilita-
ted.” He jogs one mile a day.

349, RPC).

Irrespective of the par-
ties referred to in said ar-
ticle of Foz, | wish to state
the legal principles in-
volved therein,

1. Regarding marriage,
the rule is that “marriage,
valid where celebrated is
valid everywhere.”

Art. 71, Civil Code
provides:

“*ART. 71. All marriages
performed outside the Philip-
pines in accordance with the
laws in force in the country
where they were performed,
and valid there as such, shall
also be valid in this country,
except bigamous, polygamous,
or incestuous marriages as de-
termined by Philippine law."

“To establish a valid fo-
reign marriage pursuant to the
comity provision of the Mar-
ringe Law (Act No. 3616), it
is first necessary to prove be-
fore the courts of the [slands
the existence of the foreign
law as a question of fact, and
it is then necessary to prove
the celebration of the alleged
forelgn marriage pursuant to
said foreign‘law by convincing
evidence,” (Ching Huat vs. Co
Hoeng, 77 Phil. 988)

The best evidence (Rule
130, sec, 2) of marriage,
local or foreign, is the
marriage contract or mar-
riage certificate (Art. 67,
Civil Code).

Foz obsewes that re-
garding the Manotoc mar-
riage, ““the supposed mar-
riage certificate does not
show the signatures of the
principals or of any wit-
nesses.” A marriage certi-
ficate (Art. 67) should
bear signatures of the con-

tracting parties and their
witnesses, But “the signing
of the marriage contract or
certificate was required by
the statute simply for the
purpose of evidencing the
act” (De Loria vs, Feélix,
104 Phil. 1). What appeared
in the foreign press (WE
Forum of Jan. 13-15,
1982), is the marriage re-
gister. The record of mar-
riage in our civil register
(Art. 407) 1s not a mar-
riage contract or certifi-
cate. Moreover, the fact of
marriage and/or marnage
ceremony (Art. 55) may
be proven by secondary
evidence (Rule 130, sec. 4)
or the oral testimony of
the persons who witnessed
said marriage ceremony.
2. Regarding divorce,
Manotoc secured a foreign
divorce from his first wife,
Aurora Pijuan, Miss Inter-
national of 1970. Our

courts do notl recognize -

such a foreign divorce. Ci-
vil Code provides:

“ART. 15. Laws relating to
family rights and duties, or to
the status, condition and legal
capacity of persons are bind-
ing upon citizen of the Philip-
pines, even though living
abroad.”

Article 17, par. 3, provides:

“**Prohibitive laws con-
cerning persons, their acts or
property, and those which
have for their object public
order, public policy and good
customs shall not be rendered
ineffective by laws or judg-
ments promulgated, or by de-
terminations or conventions
agreed upon in a foreign coun-
try." (Civil Code)

Our Civil Code does not
recognize absolute divorce
but only legal separation
(Art. 97). We had Act No.
2710 which allowed di-
vorce on two (2) grounds

adultery (Art. 333) of
the wife, or concubinage
(Art. 344) of the husband.

“In the Philippines the
causes of divorce are prescribed
by statute (Act No. 2710)The
grounds for divorce are two
only: adultery on the part of
the wife and concubinage on
the part of the husband.”
(Francisco vs. Tayao, 50 Phil.

42)

During the Japanese
occupation, Executive
Order No, 141 provided

additional grounds for di-
vorce. Said laws recogniz-
ing divorce have been re-

pealed by the New Civil
Code.

*“The New Civil Code does
not recognize absolute di-
vorce, but only legal separa-
tion (Articles 97 to 108),
thereby impliedly repealing
Act 2710", (Raymundo vs,
Penas, 96 Phil. 311)

Accordingly, Philippine
decisions have not recog-
nized a foreign decree of
divorce, especially when it
is granted by a foreigncourt
which has no jurisdiction
over the matrimonial sta-
tus ol the parties (Barretto
Gonzalez vs. Gonzalez, S8
Phil, 67; Sikat vs. Canson,
67 Phil. 207; Arca, et al.,
vs. Javier, 9S Phil. 579
Tenchavez vs. Escano, el

“al, 64 0.G. 4239, 15
SCRA 355, Manila Surety
& Fidelity Co., Inc. Vs.
Teodoro, 20 SCRA 463
(quoted in Padilla’s Civil
Code Annotated, wunder
Art. 17, at pp. 79-81,
Vol. I, 1975 Ed.).

3. Regarding bigamy,
Art. 349 provides.

~ “ART. 349. Bigamy, -
The penalty of prision mayor
shall be imposed upon any
person who shall contract a
second or subsequent marriage
belore the former marriage

has been legally dissolved,**.”

Bigamy is not a private
crime (People vs. Belen, &
SCRA 218 )and may be
prosecuted de oficio. Ma-
notoc’s second marriage
was celebrated in Arling
ton Court, Virginia, U.S.A.,
and therefore its situs is
abroad. Under the Rules
of Private
Law (Conflict of Laws),
the proper law applicable
is the lex loci delicti — the
law of the place of the
crime. The U.S. foreign
law where the crime was
committed determines not
only the venue of the
criminal _action but also
the jurisdiction of the
Court. It is doubtful,
therefore, whether Mano-
toc’s second marriage in
the U.S.A. can be prose-
cuted and penalized as bi-
gamy in the Philippines.

4. While the Manotoc
foreign divorce will not be
recognized as valid in the
Philippines, his subsequent
marriage abroad may not
be prosecuted in the Phil-

Avenue was Delfin Fajardo,
26, single. He is now out on
a P600 bail bond.

The columnist also posted
P600 bail bond each for his
mother and sister, Rebecca,
68, and Carmelita, 42, single,
respectively,

The warrants of arrest
were issued by Judge Rosa-
rio Veloso of the Manila
City Court. They were served
by the police on Jan. 28.

The columnist himself is
facing a court case also for
not voting in the last plebis-
cite and election. All mem-
bers of his family did not

Delfin Fajardo,
brother of Malaya columnist

Reynaldo T. Fajardo, is
shown behind bars following
his arrest for not voting.

International,

ippines as bigamy. His co-
habitation or living toge-
ther with his second wife
cannol give rise to prose-
cution for concubinage.
Art. 344, RPC, provides:

“ART, 344 **The crimes
of adultery and concubinage
shall not be prosecuted except
upon a complaint filed by the
offended spouse.”

As Manotoc's first wife
gave her consent to the
foreign divorce, she cannot
file a complaint for concu-
binage. The discrimination
between bigamy  (Art.
349) and concubinage
(Art. 344, RPC) is stated
in People vs. Schnecken-
burger, 73 Phil. 413:

“**The celebration of the
second margaige, with the first
marriage still existing, charac-
terizes the crime of bigamy;
on the other hand, in the pre-
seni case, mere cohabitation
by the husband with a woman
who is not his wife charac-
terized the crime of concubi-
nage. The first is an offense
against civil status which may
be prosecuted at the instance
of the state; the second, an
offense aganst chastity and
may be prosecuted only at the
instance of the offended
party,”

Pardon by the offended
spouse bars a prosecution,
for concubinage, which is
a private offense, but not
bigamy, which is a public
offense —

“Bigamy is not similar to
the crimes of adultery and
concubinage wherein the law
specifically requires that the
culprits, if both are alive,
should be prosecuted or in-
cluded in the information. In
bigamy both the first and se-
cond spouses may be the of-
fended parties depending on
the circumstances, as when the
second wife married the ac-
cused without being aware of
his previous marriage. Bigamy
is o public offense and a crime

against status, while adultery
and concubinage are private
offenses and are crimes against
chastity. In adultery and con-
cubinage, pardon by the of-
fended party bars the prose-
cution of the case which is
not so in bigamy.” (People
vs. Nepomuceno, Jr., 71 O.G.
7349;64 SCRA 518)

S. In the past, a few
persons respected in our
national history, unfortu-
nately failed in their first
marriages, and they se-
cured divorces abroad, and
each remarried and lived
with his second wife. They
were good husbands, each
living with only one wife,
and therefore monoga-
mous, with no mistresses.

But today, many of our
public officials in high
government positions and
favored businessmen who
are millionaires have not
divorced their first wives
but are maintaining several
mistresses. They are biga-
mous, if not polygamous,

And besides permanent
mistresses, they have extra
marital  relations  with
younger girls on a tran-
gient or non-permanent
basis. This moral decay in
our present society is false-
ly justified by many po-
lygamous  husbands as
“status symbol” of the
new morality of many
wealthy businessmen and
influential officials of the
govérnment.

It is time (o return (o
the old accepted standards
of morality in both public
and private life. The men
holding the reins of power
in government and direc-
tion of business must set
the good example,




French split on
-Manila Film Fest

The head of the French
delegation to the Manila In-

ternational  Film  Festival
(MIFF) said it had *“‘great
promise” of becoming a main
cog in the world-wide film
festival circuit.

Jean Touzet, 62, former
secretary-general of thepresti-
gious Cannes Film Festival,
pointed out the MIFF was
now the window to a poten-
tial market of hundreds of
millions in the Asian conti-
nent.

In an interview with the
AFP, Touzet said the 20-
man French delegation of
Uni-France Films which in-
cludes Vice-President Ber-
trand Bagge, was “very satis-
fied” with the MIFF organi-
zational structure.

As to the chances of
“La Femme D’ A Cote”

of hauling down the MIFF’s
Golden Eagle Award, Touzet

said “this will dJepend on
the jury.”
A stirring love story

which ends in tragedy,''La
Femme D'ACote is directed
by Francois Truffaut, inter-
nationally famous French di-
rector who refused to heed

a boycott of the MIFF
waged by the Societe de
Realisateurs Francais, a

group of young French direc-
tors,

The boycott was reportedly
based on complaints of “‘hu-
man rights violations” in the
Philippines and fears their
films would not be shown in
the MIFF, Touzet said the
reality here was “something
else” and a bigger French
delegation would participate
in the MIFF next vyear.

Humanities

Church
steps up
plans vs.
apartheid

PRETORIA, (AFP) -
The Catholic Church in
South Africa, alarmed at
the *“inhumanity’ of the
government’s racial apart-
heid policy and its plans
for new African “home-
lands” or *“Bantustans,”
will step up its activities to
oppose the policy, Arch-
bishop Denis Hurley said
here last week.

“The political struggle
itself has grown in inten-
sity and movements strive
to achieve what liberation
forces, once called ter-
rorisis, have achieved in
neighboring states,” he told
a meeting of the National
Conference of Bishops
here, according to a reli-
able source.

The political, economic
and cultural aspects of hu-
man rights had become “a

FROM
MURUROA
TO S.AFRICA
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The World

France to transfer
nuclear tests

JOHANNESBURG =
South Africa is concerned
about  Framce's reported
plans to conduct nuclear tests
in 1985 in the Kerguelen
lIslands, some 4,000 kms (2,
500 miles) east of this coun-
try, the Johannesburg Star
reported.

Never have such tests been
conducted so close to South
Africa, the paper said.

The story, picked up by
the South African news agen-
cy Sapa, said that France

fact of our time," he said.

Hangmen back to work

NEW DELHI (AFP) — The
hangmen’s noose is again in
use in India.

One-hundred and thirty-

“seven condemned prisoners,
reprieved after an unprece-
dented Supreme Court direc-
tive staying all executions,
now be led to the gallows as
the Court has vacated its
stay order and has ruled they
shall be hanged.

The series of executions
began on Jan. 31 in the In-
dian capital when Billa and
Ranga, two criminals who
shocked the nation in 1978
when they tortured, raped
and killed two children of a
naval officer, were hanged in
the local lihar jail.

Hangmen from all over the
:ountry have been summoned
to various jails. They are wax-
ing Manila ropes and are
laking care of the minute

"details for the ritual that pre-
cedes and follows ‘executions
in India.

Hindu, Moslem and
Christian priests have been
summoned to the prisons to
minister to the condemned.
Not since independence from
the British in 1947 has
there been such hectic activi-
ty in the country’s jails,

The Supreme Court had
stayed executions on Nov. 9
last year after Billa, a taxi
driver before he turned to
crime, questioned the In-
ian President’s power reject-
ing his mercy petition.

The Court ruled it would
review the presidential
powers and stayed all execu-
tions, But on Jan. 20, the
Court said it was vacating
the stay order.

It ruled that the murder of
the naval officer’s children —
a teenage boy and a girl,
“bears a professional stamp
and that the survival of an
orderly society demands the
extinction of persons like
Billa and Ranga.”

The Court also ruled that
Ranga’s petition was not a
proper case to review the
powers of the President.

The two children, who had
asked for alift, were taken to
a secluded spot in the capital.
They were systematically tor-
tured, the girl was repeatedly
raped and then cut into
pieces with a sword.

Indian prison laws, a relic
of the British Raj (Rule),
have a gruesome way of deal-
ing with condemned prisoners
who are told in advance of
their execution date as if to
mentally prepare them for
death.The execution ifself is a
cruel ceremony.

On his arrival in prison
alter death sentence, a pri-
soner is treated with special
caution. He is searched and
all -articles considered dan-
gerous are confiscated. He is
confined to a cell and placed
under round-the-clock guard,

The body shall remain sus-
pended half an hour and shall
not be taken down till the
medical officer declares the
life extinct.”

A maximum of 12 people
are allowed to waitch the
execution, the manual says.

All executions take place
at 8 a.m. from November to
February, at 7 a.m. in March,
April, September and Octo-
ber and 6 a.m. from May to
August.

In India no prisoner has

left any account of the days:

leading up to his execution,

But Caryl Chessman, exe-
cuted in May 1960 after
12 years in the death row of
San Quentin prson in the
United States, wrote: **| have
witnessed the disintegration
of the minds around me,"”

*l have seen these men
naked on the [oor, rolling in
their own excrement.”

“l have listened as they
smashed and shattered the
sinks and toilets and fixtures
in their cells. | have watched
them savagely .attack one
another. | have observed their
bodies being removed after
they had destroyed them-
selves.”

**1 have read their pathetic
pleas for  mercy,” wrote
Chessman, who spent more
than a decade in prison ex-
hausting every legal proce-
dure before finally going to
his death in the gas chamber.

Indon gout.
seehs

student
support

JAKARTA — With the
general election only three
months away, the Indo-
nesian  government is
trying to woo poten-
tially hostile students
with offers of soft- term
loan to finance post-gra-
duate studies.

The Bank of Indonesia

announced the offer of
loans to students holding

bachelor of science degrees
amounting to about
750,000 rupiahs repayable
within 10 years at an in-
terest rate of 6 pércent an-
nually with a grace period
of six months after com-
pletion of studies.

More or less inactive for
over a year, students re-
cently commemorated the
10th anniversary of the
Cipayung Group of Mos:
lem, nationalist and
Christian student organi-
zations opposed to various
aspects of government! po-
licy.

Presjdent Suharto has
been -trying hard to win
the hearts of students
pending the general elec-
tion on May 4, Inviting
them to join both the
government sponsored In-
donesian Youth National
Committee and the Indo-
nesian Renewal Young

generation.

But his invitation ap-
pears to have gained no
positive response from the
usually militant organiza-
tions affiliated in the Ci-

payung Group. (AFP)

has never told Pretoria of
plans to transfer the nuclear
tests from Mururoa Atoll in
Polynesia to a site closer to
South AfTrica.

University of Cape Town
Professor A. Abramovitz, act-
ing chairman of the anti-
nuclear Koeberg Alert Group,
said he was “alarmed” by the
reported plan.

*“I would be alarmed even
if the tests were done %,000
kms. from us because of what

Union

the Freach have done in the
Pacific with their testing,”
Abramovitz said. “They have
damaged life in the area.”

The deputy president eof
the Atomic Energy Board,
Professor J.K. Basson, dis-
closed that French Pacific
nuclear tests had caused
measurable radiation peaks in
Pretoria, but said he did not
expect the Kerguelen tests to
lead to anything similar.
(AFP) :

rights

suppression bared

NEW DELHI, - The Inter-
national Labor Organization
(ILO) will look into the com-
plaints of denial of trade
union rights in India.

The complaints were made
during discussions between
visiting [LO Director-General
Francis Blanchard and repre-
sentatives of various Indian
trade unions and some rail-
way employes’ unions.

Blanchard told a press con-
ference that the trade union
leaders had presented a
memorandum to him during
the talks, lasting about three
hours, in which the charges
were made. He said the “free-
dom of associations” commit-
tee of the governing body of
the ILOwould go into these
in February next and the full
governing body in March,

Among the trade union
leaders who met the ILO
chief were those of the All-
India Trade Union Congress
(AITUC) and the Centre of
Indian Trade Unions (CITU)
controlled respectively by the
pro-Moscow Communist
Party of India (CPl) and the

independent Communist
Party of India, Marxist
(CPI-M).

Blanchard said the Indian
government had been asked
to reply tothese complaints
which were still being stu-
died,

Blanchard noted that India
had a “‘clear record’ and asa
member of the ILO had rati
fled most of its conventions,
but two major ones - 87 and
88 relating to the freedom of
association and collective bar-
gaining had yet to be similar
ly approved by it.

Answering a question, he
said he would not remind
India to ratify them. All
governments were left to take
their own decisions on such
questions, he remarked, add-
ing that mutual exchange was
a continuous process and
there was no need to press
any government for their
early ratification.

“l am not in favor of in-
creasing the number of ratifi-
cations. I am interested in
their proper appligation,” he
said, expressing the hope that
India would consider the
early ratification of the re-
maining two major conven-
tions.

He admitted, answering
another question, that some
of the Indian trade unions
had complained to him about
the suppressionof trade union
rights through some of the
measures like the recently
enacted [Essential Services
Maintenance Act (ESMA).
The ESMA empowered the
authorities to ban strikes by
workers by declaring any in-
dustrial unit or public ser-
vices as essential services,

Blanchard at the same
time said his information was
that the ESMA had been

used only once so far. (AFP)
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Editorial

LP-NP merger

At last, political opposition stalwarts have realized
that there is need for them to merge and, together
with smaller ones all over the country, form a new
political party.

Obviously,” they want to put President Marcos’
Kilusang Bagong Lipunan down. But our reliable
sources put it another way: To restore democratic
processes and dismantle the apparatuses of martial
law.

We welcome the formation of the new party for
two basic reasons: (a) We agree that democratic
processes in the country have not been restored to
their pre-martial law levels and that the martial law po-
wers' of President Marcos are still very much evident
and in use. (b) We see in the new political party the
peaceful means to achieve unity in the country.

We do believe that there is still a giant of a chance
to make the people united despite conflicting ideolo-
gies and beliefs. And we lament if that big chance
could not be taken advantage of.

Political loyalties, or even personal animosities if
any, should not really interfere with the noble pur-
pose of restoring a truly democratic atmosphere,
Rabid loyalties and personal interests only prolong
dissension among the people — and court possible
wreckage of the country.

It is well worth to remember that decisions made
now, especially by our seniors who really matter, will
not be for them in the long run but for the very
young among us and those who still are to come this
way. -

We hope President Marcos and his loyal apostles
will not do anything to thwart what the LP and NP
leaders have started. Instead, they should help the
new party achieve its purposes, noble these purposes
seem to be.

After all, President Marcos has time and again
called for a strong political opposition. (We hopé he
means a real strong opposition.)

And as a wise man once said: “‘Now is the time for
all good men to come to the aid of their country,”

WE Forum Is published every Wednesday and Saturdsy by the
J. BURGOS MEDIA SERVICES, with editorial and business
offices at|105-B E. Rodriguez Avenue, Quezon City, (in fromt
of Quezon Institute) end a branch office st the National Press
Club buiMing annex, Magallanes Drive, Intramuros, Manild. Re-
enfered a8 8 second ¢lass mail matter af the Manils Post Office
on Nov; 27,1978, .

SUBSCRIPTION RATES, Metzo Manils: P140 fof one year
(by mail); Ovtside Motro  Manlla; P140 for one year (by
madl). For shorter periods, divide the amoun(s as necessary,

The personalized action
being initiated by Metro
Manila Vice Gov, Mel Ma-
thay is bearing fruit, in so
far as easing the gargan-
tuan traffic problem is
concerned. The change of
the flow of traffic along
EDSA is an example.

Mathay is a no non-
sense public official and
every gripe that comes his
way is dispatched by him
with aplomb. His personal
attention on certain mat-
ters that need immediate
action should goad other
government officials to do
the same if they want to
redeem the ebbing trust
and credibility of the peo-
ple im the government,

Of course, there are
other pressing problems
that Mathay has to reckon
with in his own back-
yard, one of which is the
complaint of certain MMC
employes that they have
not yet received their
bonuses and monthly dif-
ferentials. Their question:
Is the MMC bankrupt?

Can Mel Mathay supply
the answer?

¥ @ @

Comes again our irre-
pressible self-exiled com-
mentator, ex-Sorsogon
Gov. Johnny Frivaldo.

As usual, he has some
intriguing questions:

* What happened to the

Publisher's Notes

Some questions
that need answers

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

Philippine silver coins ear-
lier deposited in Swiss
banks which were sup-
posed to have been sent to
Manila but instead were
diverted to England and
subsequently sold? Where
did the proceeds of the
coins’ sale — estimated to
be $100 million — go?

* Why is there an un-
usual flight of capital from
the Philippines? In Califor-
nia alone, there are 12
banks owned, controlled
or with heavy investments
by Filipinos. A crony of
Mr. Marcos, in fact, is
chairman of the board and
president of a Los Ange
les bank with $155 mil-
lion equity capital.

L

The planned merger of
the Liberal and Nacionalis-
ta Parties is truly a signi-
ficant development in the

We, the people

Comments on Manotoc
kidnapping coverage

I used to admire your
paper for its apparent fear-
less and objective expose of
the actual situation in the
Philippines. Now I'm not
sure | do — and all because
of the way you handle ffie
Manotoc case.

First, 1 think you are
oversensationalizing the Ma-
notoc case. Take note, | un-
derstand that the case is
sensational enough to land
front page but do you have
to waste so much space on

such headlines as *“Ready
for the Worst, Manptocs,”
“Pa Appeals, ‘Help Us
Find Tommy.”™ 1 believe
that headlines like *‘Older

Manotoc Charged in Court”
would have been more sig-
nificant since it would have
underscored the fact that
in this country involvement
with the powers-that-be can
bring about disastrous conse-
quences.

The latest issue on the
Manotocs (“Tommy’s Divorce
Valid?") isn't any better.
Of what significance is it to
us ordinary people whether

Tommy's and Imee's mar-
riage is valid or not? As it
is, we are saturated with sen-
sational but senseless infor-
mation about popular people
changing marriage partners
as if it is the most natural
thing to do. We might be
better informed perhaps if
we read instead an objective
analysis of the issue “After
the Imee-Tommy scandal (it
is a scandal, is it not?), will
divorce be instituted in the
Philippines?”’

Give us less of the Imee-
Tommy love affair now. Give
us more of the vital issues,

e.g., the Batasan shadow
Cabinet, Psinakis® arrest,
the tax-free casinos, etc.

May | take this oppor-
tunity to commend your
columnists, particularly Raul
Gonzales, Ernesto Rodriguez,
Jr. and Armando Malay.
Their commentaries are not
only informative but thought
provoking

(Sgd.) Teresita P, Cabacoy
University of Sto. Tomas
Manila

political life of the coun-

The implication is very
clear: stalwarts of the two
opposition parties have fi-
nally realized that they
can’t go on bench-warming
all the time,

I know that Gerry
Roxas and the brothers
Laurel (Doy and Pepito)
have sentimental attach-
ments to their respective
parties but in deciding to
create a new party out
of the NP and the LP,
they have shown their pat-
riotism, Perhaps, they have
taken to heart what Presi-
dent Quezon once said:
“My loyalty to my party
ends when my loyalty to
may country begins”’,

® ¥ B

Reader’s corner: *‘l was
dismayed to read in your
paper of Jan. 23-26, 1982,
the news, ‘Unjust pres-
sure on bold paper’ which
puts the present Nicara-
guan government in a bad
light,

*“l was in Nicaragua
several months ago and
stayed in that country
long enough to observe
at close range the va-
rious forces at work in the
sa called revolutionary pro-
cess in the country. At

that time, 1 myself was
getting impatient over the
forbearance of the autho-

rities with La Prensa’s
consistent malicious lies
concerning the human
rights situation in Nicara-
gua, It is safe to say that
with the exception per-
haps of foreign CIA
agents, the majority of
foreigners who visit Nica-
ragua are amazed how
mass media outside the
country can distort the
truth about the sincere
efforts of the present
government to build a tru-
ly democratic and egalita-
rian society for the peo-
ple.

“l will be grateful if
you can gve this letter
some space in your future
issue,

“Sincerely,
*“Donna Marie Santiago
“N.B.

*“For personal reasons,
1 have chosen to *“fic-
tionize” my address and
my name. [ appreciate
the courageous crusade
you and your paper have
been waging all these past
years.”

More on books’ taxes

I have been a regular book
buyer although I am not an
academician. | can no longer
read as many books as | used
to because they have become
S0 expensive.

That is all right with me
until | read the letter of Prof.
P.J. Castro (very much to my
dismay and disgust) that
books cost so high nowadays

All we wanted was to
keep the issue alive. The very
life of a human being is at
stake. By doing so, we be-
lieved, investigators and those
behind © his disappearance
would be on their toes. To
lay off the issue, we thought,
would place the Tommy ‘kid-
napping’ alongside many
other controversial issues that
needed looking into but have
been forgotten,

Thanks for your admira-
tion. Please keep faith with us.
Ed.

because of the heavy taxes
being imposed on them by
the government, and at the
same time that big-time gam-
bling casinos are extended
complete tax exemption on
all their earnings. Where is the
logic in that?

As if that was not enough *

| also read in the “Kuro-Kuro’
of Sen. “Soc" Rodrigo that
golf equipment can also be
imported tax-free under thé
President Marcos Golf Found-
ation.

If casinos and golf equip-
ment can be given tax-free
privilege, can not the same
privilege be given to books
also? After all this dispensa-
tion is supposed to be cultural-
ly oriented.

(Sgd.) VIC RUFINO
281 Oroquieta St.
Sta. Cruz, Manila

-



Viewpoints

I received a letter from
a navy officer who com-
plains about what he calls
“malaking milagro na na-
ganap sa Navy.'. ." He
claims that he was one of
the 500 navy personnel
sent to Korea sometime in
Nov. 1979 to get two
ships now called PF-5
and PF-6. According to
this officer, there was an
LOI issued by Mr. Marcos
when they went to Korea
giving them per diems of
$400.00 each which, how-
ever, was never given fo
them. He wants to know
what happened to their
per diems. Frankly, sir, I
do not know. Maybe
part of it is now being
used to construct the
P170 million edifice known
as the Film Center, ano-
ther white elephant in the
making.

L B

My good friend Doming
Maddumba, doctor of
-Jaws, master of laws, and
IBP Manila Il Director,
wrote to correct what |
mentioned in one of my
colgmns about the topsy-
turvy preparation of the
program during the Christ-
mas Party of the Chapter
which, according to my
informant, seemed to have
confused the guest of ho-
nor, Minister Puno. Ac-
cording to Doming Mad-
dumba, eontrary to my
informant’s report, the
program went on smooth-
ly and everyone so en-
joyed the affair that they
stayed dancing and singing
until the small hours of
the morning. Well, | am
happy if that was-the case
Jbecause Manila [l has al-
ways been close to my
heart; its delegates to the
last election kept their
principles and honors un-
tarnished.

. K *

Several Fiscals in Rizal
have been complaining
that their PS00 monthly
allowances have been ab-
ruptly stopped and they
cannot understand why,
I know the Rizal Fiscals
are not alone in their
woes, The other day, I met
two Manila Assistant Fis-

. absolutely,” |

Fiscals are
unpaid

By RAUL M. GONZALEZ

cals and they have sad-
der tales to tell. According
to them, their P500
monthly allowances have
also been stopped and,
worse, 75 percent of their
supposed 13th montht pay
have not been released
and the 25 percent they
are supposed to receive as
increases have also not
been heard of. They think
a bad Christmas joke is
being played on them. |
told them ‘*‘seguro na
nifios innocentes kayo.”
Poor Fiscals, overworked
and underpaid.

LI

This corner would like
to share the pride and
elation of the nation in the
dramatic and convincing
victory of Rolando Navar-
rete. That was a victory
well deserved. Let us hope
the drumbeaters of the
regime — people of the
likes of Ronnie Nathanielzs
will not claim that win as
another achievement of
the New Republic.

* & &

Fighting Mabini lawyer
Rene Sapuisag called to
warn me the other day
about am operation no-
menclatured “From UP
with Love,” which Rene
claims is directed against
both of us. He says that
even a top police officer
of the WPD mentioned to
him that he has been
tagged to monitor our
activities. All Icansay is
that whoever the brains
behind this nefarious ope-
rations are cowards who
cannot fight frontally but
must use other people,
including gullible newspa-
permen to do the below
the belt blows for them,
This is what happens when
people have to indulge in
mudslinging and gossip
peddling because they can-
not rebut documented and
recorded stories about
them. Indeed as my for-
mer distinguished Consti-
tutional law professor,
Chief Justice Roberto
Concepcion, warned: “Po-
wer corrupts and absolute-
power corrupts  more
know
Rene’s legs are not sha-
king; neither are mine.

Philippine scene
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Opinion

Pinaka- 1.
magaling

This is my own

By JOAQUIN R. ROCES

Ang dalawa ay nagkakilala sa isang bar

Sa Calle M. H. del Pilar

Al pagkatapos makipag - inuman maghapon
Sumama ang babae sa hotel ng turistang Hapon

Nakahiga na sila noon may kumatok sa pinto
Tumayo ang babae upang silipin kung sino
Nang biglang pumasok ang isang Malaking Pilipino

Pinagsasampal

iyong babae ng walang tigil

Habang pinagsasabihan ng: “Taksil! Taksil!”

Sigaw naman ng babae ay: “My husband-do”
Turo turo sa Hapon iyon malaking macho
Na kamukhang-kamukha ni Max Alvarado

Haharapin na sana ni ‘Max’ iyong turistang Hapon
Na sa takot, di ma suot-suot ang kaniyang pantalon
Nang pumasok isa pang lalake, biglang-bigla

At mabilis na nagpakilala siya'y pulis Maynila

Sabi ng Hapon:
“I did not know she was his wife
Mr. Policeman, please save my life.”

“1 fix,”

sabi ng pulis, at inawat niya muna si ‘Max’

“Do you have dollars? " Tumango ang Hapon. “Give me

all

“Do you have Yen? “‘Tumango ang Hapon. “Give me

all.

“Do you have Pesos?” Tumango ang Hapon. *'Give me

all.”

At lahat ng pera ay inabot kay ‘Max Alvarado’
Na biglang nawala ang galit at ang sabi ay: “arreglado™

Sabi noong Hapon sa mga kaibigan niya:
**Ang pulis Maynila ang pinakamagaling sa buong Asia

Di mo na kailangan tawagin,

nandiriyan na siya."

Views & Interviews
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Beer and
misery

-

=

By Prof. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALES

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzales by Antonio
Kulelat of the University of Laff Department of Fooliti-
cal Science, on the news of the day.

Q. Your COMMENTS on the NEWS are wild,
Professor. But my classmates think they're
better than the lousy lectures of our tuta
teacher who has a Ph.D. in Martial Law, “hor-
roris causa’. Can you give us some more?

A. Well, you tell me the NEWS and I'll give you
my COMMENTS. The best way is to read the ne-
ws upside down,for they usually give an in-
verted account of what's happening. Youll
understand them better.
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“We need ‘spark of divine fire’ “(Sunday Ex-
press, 31 January, speech of FM at MIFF)
Lightning (lintik)weuld be more appropriate.
“No sex, no marriage, says priest.”’ (Daily
Express, 28 January)

Worse than that sex and no marriage, yes Pad-
re?

“Extradition pact endorsed” (Bulletin, 29
January)

I understand Ninoy Aquino is endorsing it
too. It will be signed by President Reagan in
time for the pro-Marcos swindlers who may
flee to the US when Marcos is gone, to bring
them back to RP to face the people.

“Enrile hits Media as ‘Irresponsible’ “Evening
News, 29 January)

Cowardly is a better word.

“Huge beer taxes seen” (Times Joumal,
28 January)

Mag BIR muna tayo.

*“Judge in trouble, linked to bribery” (Daily
Express, 27 January) :
Not news anymore, Tony. Wait till we change
administration.

“Near-riot mars Lady Chatterly’s showing at
PICC” (Bulletin, 26 January)

What was she showing?

“P500-M lost in Harrison Plaza fire"” (Daily
Express, 12 January) J
A Pampangueno asked: Where, in Ar'son
Plaza? Yes, Sir, caused by ‘“faulty wires”,
“Iraq to recruit 5,000 RP doctors, nurses
& workers” (Bulletin, 28 January)

No jobs in the Philippines.
“FM cites new beer complex’ (Bulletin,
28 January)

Yes, tell the people to drink some more, to

forget their misery.

“5,000 firms facing closure” (Times Journal,

28 January)

More unemployment in the New Republic.

“Absenteeism as a symptom” (in Parliament,

The Financial Times, 28 January)

Even the majority party KBL assemblymen

do not want to attend anymore sessions

in Parliament (Batasan)., Everything it seems

is being done by Marcos and Imelda, and done

wrong most of the time. Parliament? Phooey,

“Secret is in medium and small industries”

(T, Valencia, 12 January, Daily Express)

Can't somebody find a job for Doroy in Saudi

Arabia? Just thinking.

“SCIENCE VS. RELIGION” in US,(Daily

Express, 12 January)

In the Philippines it is Science vs. Politics,

with Politics winning,

“COURT OF APPEALS RULES ON THE

NATIONAL QUIZ BEE CONTROVERSY,
Page 8, Please
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With a grain of salt

‘Subversive’
subject

By ARMANBO J. MALAY

Forgetting taziphis fly as he emerged from a room
marked Gents, the deputy minister, struck by an idea
while he was answering a call of nature, rushed to his
chief,

“Boss, boss,” he said to the startled superior, *1
have another idea.” Wearily, the other man said,
“What'’s it this time?”

“Boss, why don’t we abolish the teaching of phy-
gics in the schools?™

“Bakit naman? What do you have against physics?”

“Do you know, Boss, that in physics, there are so
many terms which foment subversion?”

“Oh? What, for example?"

“Well, there’s the word revolution. Books and
teachers speak of so many revolutions a minute or a
second. That inspires the students . .."

Once the deputy ministér got started, there was no
stopping him. “Physics uses mass which the subversives
pluralize as in ‘work with the masses,’ ‘the revolt
of the masses.” It has energy, and they hit nuclear
energy as an imperialist tool. Also momentum, as when
they say, ‘the military/police yesterday issued a momen-
tum to rebels.”

*“You mean ultimatum.”

“Pareho na rin ‘yan, Sir. And physics has plane,
which could mean Central Plain, where the farmers
are said to be restive.”

“Talaga bang grabe?”

“Talagang gravity, Sir. That’s another word in phy-
gsics, Physics uses speed and the other day I got hold
of an underground paper which spoke of the speed
with which the NPAs are mobilizing the people. Also
trajectory, It implies target, they say na-target. That's
subversive, isn’t it? They also say the government is
suffering from inertia, another dangerous word. But
the worst is their statement that in the fight between
the superpowers, the Philippines should remain
neutron.,

*“You mean neutral.”

*Pareho na rin ‘yon, Sir."”

It was getting late. The superior looked at his watch
and said, “Watt? Already one o'clock? 1 think I'll go
ohm!'

“Boss, boss,” said the deputy, you, too, are talking
physics. Let’s scrap it from the curriculum, sige na,
Sir.”

%8

The ollowing was inadvertently omitted from the
column of Dean Malay in our Jan. 27-29 issue, Back
from the Park duel.”

Kokoy: “Don’t talk to me of rebels . .
times used a hook.

Wife: “Hook? Hindi ba bawal ang gumamit ng sung-
kit sa boxing?"

Kokoy: “That's not the meaning of hook in boxing.
In boxing a hook is a short blow delivered with a cir-
cular motion by a boxer while the elbow remains bent
and rigid.”

Kokoy began to undress. He murmured: “The Korean
was counted out in the eleventh round.”

Wife: “Counted out? What do you mean?”

Kokoy: “When the Korean was knocked down, the
referee began counting, from one to ten. Then the
fight was finished."

., Choi some-

Wife: “Hanggang ten lamang? Why didn’t that referee
give him twenty?”

Kokoy: “What for?”

“Wife: “Tayo ang host eh.Aren't Filipinos supposed
to be hospitable?"”

Kokoy was so disgusted he told his wife to go to
gleep. He forgot to do the usual thing.

**We videotaped the recep-
tion with Nixon,” she said
casually. “Would you like to
see the tape?”

She stood up (so did I)
and started to walk across
the room. She asked me to
sit in a sofa chair in front
of a TV set, and she sat in
the sofa next to me. She
motioned to the Colonel who
immediately started the wvi-
deotape machine,

The picture came into
focus. It looked like a dinner
party of the “beautiful peo-
ple” - fancy table settings
with well- dressed and je-
weled VIPs dining. In the
middle of the head table was
former President Nixon, to
his right was the widow of
General Douglas MacArthur,
and to his left was Imelda.
Several people appeared on
the screen and Imelda, obli-
gingly, mentioned their
names to me, mostly import-
ant bakers and oil com-
pany executives.

At some point, Nixon
stood up with a champagne
glass in his hand to propose
a toast to the hostess. Instead
of a toast he made a speech
Imelda thought would be nice
for me to hear. Nixon praised
Imelda, the Philippines, and,
most importantly, the “‘gov-
emment of President Mar-
cos.” He spoke of “our
strong alliance” and of Mar-
cos’ loyalty to the United
States and his contribution
to the stabilify of the region.

Nixon’s words reminded
me of Carter’s speech when
the Shah of Iran had visited
Washington. Carter referred
to the government of the
Shah as an “island of stabi-
lity." A few months later,
the Shah had been chased
out of Iran by the revolution-
aries, never to return.

Nixon ended his brief
speech by committing to do
everything in his power to
keep the government of Presi-
dent Marcos strong. “That
was very nice,” | commented
as the Colonel turned off the
TV

“Are you leaving for Ma-
nila tomorrow evening?" |
asked Imelda.

“Yes, | am going siraight
home tomorrow. | may talk
with Heherson Alvarez in the
morning. Do you know him
well?"" she asked.

I was sure Imeldz knew

that Sonny and [ were close
associates in the MFP as well
as close personal friends.
“Yes, | know him quite well.
He is a bright young man
and very committed to his
country. It would be a very
good idea if you had an op-

Two ‘terrorists’ meet

CONDENSED VERSION OF STEVE PSINAKIS’ BOOK.

PART XLVII

Troubleshooter

portunity to exchange views
with him.”

“You know, Steve, I
came to the States in such a
hurry on this trip. | was also
in New York last month on
my way to Mexico. But soon
after | returned 1o Manila, we
had some serious trouble
with our oil supply from Sau-
di Arabia, 1 had hardly$
enough time to warm my seat
at home when | had to rush
back here to solve this se-
rious and unexpected prob-
lem.”" At this point, | just
kept quiet. | didn't want to
ask why, f[irst of all, because
| was anxious to leave. | had
to fly back to Boston that
night to brief Ninoy and, if
possible, fly back to Califor-
nia the following morning.
I had an appointment in San
Francisco with some out-of-
town people that weekend,

and I was concerned | might
miss them.

Imelda continued, *“during
my last trip to Mexico, | just
wanted to arrange for only a
small oil supply contract ol
10,000 barrels a day, as a
back ‘up for the oil we im-
port from lran. This [ran-
Iraq war doesn’t look good.
I thought ! should provide
for an alternate source of
supply, just in case the sup-
ply from Iraq was interrupt-
ed because of the war.”

‘Welll” T said to myself.
‘| guess I am going to hear
the whole story again.” But
| didn't really mind too
much. Imelda had been both
cordial and patient. She had
listened to me patiently for a
long time without interrup-
tion. | doubted if she had
done this with anyone else

TWO
TERRORISGT.

during the past eight years.
The least | could do, I de-
cided, was to let her have
her turn. She was in a good
mood and wanted to brag a
little about her ‘‘trouble-
shooting"" accomp lishments.

The truth is that nomatter
what anyone may haveto say
against Imelda, one has to ad-
mit that she has been effec-
tive troubleshooter for her
husband. With her inexhausti-
ble energy and feminine
charm, she has averted many
a crisis for Marcos.

(TO BE CONTINUED)

Opposition subsidy -

a ploy?

Confronted by a series of
setbacks in the United States,
marked by the turn-about of
Victor Burns Lovely and the
unsuccessful raid on the Psi-
nakis home by FBI agents
plus the uncertain ratification
by the Senate of the pro-
posed exftradition treaty due
to possible violation of Ame-
rican extradition laws, Pre-
sident Marcos might have
realized the difficulty of
getting nd of the Oppo-
sition abroad,

Fearful that President
Reagan might call off his
agents from the task of
destabilizing the Filipino op-
position group on American
soil, some Administration
leaders have thought of a
novel plan. This calls for a
subsidy to be given the local

opposition — a sort of poli-
tical bribe — a thing un-
heard of in these parts

since democracy and elec-
tions were introduced in
the Philippines 81 years ago.

Homer was right after
all when he noted down
what Helen said when she
saw the Greeks suddenly
become magnanimous: *I
fear the Greeks bearing
gifts!” (And she, a Greek
woman at that!)

By TOMAS P. BOQUIREN

There is always a catch
to it or else something
worth more than what the
gift implies is in store for
the giver. Perhaps, this sud-
den generosity and bleeding-
heart posture in favor of
the downtrodden local op-
position might lead to some-
thing more sinister than
that,

It 15 a fact that local
opposition  groups  have
shown to be a more tract-
able surrogate than their
dynamic counterparts
abroad. They can be more
easily controlled than the
U.S, opposition group,

For one thing, it looks
as if the leaders of the New
Republic believe that the
only true opposition in the
Philippines is that one found
in the States, led by
Aquino, Manglapus, and
the younger Lopez and Os-
mena, Otherwise, why spend
such herculean efforts in
order to get them, unlike
the local opposition parties
which are treated with
amused tolerance by the
majority leaders?

The strategy is to con-
vince Reagan that there is
really a live and working

opposition group in the
Philippines, whick could Os-
tensibly offer valid resistance
to the party in power.

Once persuaded that there
is a viable opposition bloc
in the Philippines, Reagan
might feel no compunction
in kicking out Aquino and
his group from the U.S.
So? To do this, everything
must be done to foster and
cultivate the growth of an
opposition in the Philippines
in order to destabilize the
vigorous opposition abroad.
Pretty smart, is it not?

Hence, the proposed sub-
sidy can beautifully work
out in two ways (as far as <
the Administration is con-
cerned ), namely!

I. It would help neutra-
lize the foreign opposition
and lead Reagan to think
that it is useless to encour-

age and abet a Filipino
opposition group in the
States,

2. By converting the local
opposition group into a char-
ity ward, their members can
be easily managed and there-
after prevent them from

- effecting a linkup with the

U.S.-based opposition group. .
(To be continued)
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Judicial notices
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« REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF MANILA
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

FILINVEST CREDIT CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,

CIVIL CASE NO. 137576
— VERSUS —
CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING

CORPORATION and DEWEY DEE,
Defendants.

x

SUMMONS

WHEREAS, on September 2, 1981, upon motion of plain-
tiff, through counsel, the Honorable AUGUSTO E. VILLA-
RIN, Judge presiding Branch XL of this Court, issued an order
in the above-entitled case, which reads as follows:

‘““The motion for leave to serve summons by publication
being without objection, and, considering the arguments

“®given in open court by counsel, the same is hereby

granted.”

NOW, THEREFORE, defendant Dewey Dee is hereby
summoned and required to file with the Office of the Clerk of
Court of the Court of First Instance of Manile, Sixth Judicial
District, Fourth Floor, City Hall, Manila, his answer to the
complaint filed against him in the instant case within sixty
(60) days after the last publication of this summons, serving
copy thereof upon the plaintiff, ¢/o Labaguis, Loyola & Anga-
ra, Sixth Floor, Filinvest Financial Center Bldg., 87563 Paseo
de Roxas, Makati, Metro Manila. Upon failure on his part to
do so as aforesald, plaintiff will take judgement against him
by default and may demand from said Court the reliefs prayed
for in the complaint.

Let this summong, together with the complaint be publish-
ed by the plaintiff and at its expense, in the “WE FORUM", a
newspaper selected by raffle pursuant to Presidential Decree
. No. 1079, once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks. Like-
wise, plaintiff shall, at its expense, deposit copy of this sum-
mons as well as the complaint, in the Manila Post Office,
postage prepaid and by registered mail, addressed to defen-
dant Dewey Dee, at his last known address.

Manila, Philippines, October 12, 1981,

(Sgd.) NICANOR E. SILVANO
Clerk of Court

WE FORUM
Jan. 20, 27, Feb, 3, 1982

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF MANILA
BRANCH 40 — Forty

-

FILINVEST CREDIT CORPORATION,
Plaintiff

— VERSUS —

CIVIL CASE NO, 137676

CONTINENTAL MANUFACTURING -
CORPORATION AND DEWEY DEE,
Defendants,

RIT™M CF :MONEY WITH v
PRAYER FOR A WRIT

OF PRELIMINARY

ATTACHMENT

For:

COMPLAINT

COMES NOW plaintiff in the above-entitled case, by and
thru its undersigned counsel, and before this Honorable Court,
most respectfully states:

1. Plaintiff is a corporation duly organized and existing
under and by virtue of the laws of the Philippines, with prinei-

pal office at Filinvest Financial Center Building, 8753 Paseo
de Roxas, Makati, Metro Manila; while defendant Continental
Manufacturing Corporation is likewise, a corporation, duly
organized and existing under and. by virtue of the laws of the

Philippines, with principal office at no, 3 Pioneer Street, Man-
daluyong, Metro Manila; and defendant Dewey Dee is of legal
age,Filipino, with adrress at no. 3 Pioneer street, Mandaluyong,
Metro Manila, where they may be served with summons and
other processes of this Honorable Court;

2. By express stipulation of the parties, the causes of
action hereinafter alleged must be lodged before the proper
court of the City of Manila (paragraph 9, page 2. Accounts
Financing Agreement, February 14, 1978);

3. Plaintiff, as a financing company, is engaged, among
others, in the discounting of negotiable documents and receiva-
bles;

4. On February 14, 1978, defendant Continental Manufac-
turing Corporation, hereinafter called “Continental” (for
brevity), as seller, and plaintiff Filinvest Credit Corporation,
as company, entered into a contract, denominated as Accounts
Finanacing Agreement, whereby said defendant on a case to
case basis shall sell, assign or discount to plaintiff for valuable
consideration, receivables covered by negotiable instruments,

Photocopy of the said Agreement is hereto attached as
Annex , A" and made an jntegral part of the Complaint;

5, In said Agreement, Annex “A" hereof, plaintiff and
defendant Continental, further agreed, inter alia, to the follow-
ing stipulations:

a) The accounts receivable financing line shall be on a
with recourse and non-notification basis for a maximum
amount of Two Million (2,000,000.00) pesos;

b) We shall discount your Accounts Receivable on an
“Offer and Acceptance” basis, i.e., we reserve the right to
discount only those acceptable to us:

¢) In addition to the Deed of Assignment,you shall
execute your commercial papers for each drawdown :

d) We shall advance to you 85% of the total assigned

e) The financing charge shall be computed on the gross
amount and discounted in advance. The discount rate shall
be based on prevailing money market rates;

f) We shall accept only current accounts with a maxi-
mum term of 90 days:

g) The line shall be secured by the personal surety of
Mr, Dewey Dee;

h) Penalty for overdue payment shall be computed at
the rate of 24% p.a. <
Copies of the letter approval, bearing the conformity of

defendant “Continental” as principal and Dewey Dee as sure-
ty, dated December 8, 1980, are hereto attached as Annexes
“B" and “B-1" and made integral parts of this Complaint;

6. To secure the obligation availed of under aforesaid Ac-
counts Financing Agreement, Dewey Dee executed a Surety
Undertaking,binding himself to faithfully comply with any and
all obligation availed of under the Agreement, Annex “A"
hereof, Copy of the Surety Undertaking is hereto attached as
Annex "“C" and made anintegral part hereof;

7.Defendant Continental discounted and assigned to plain-
tiff corporation the following checks:

Bank Check No. Maturity Amount
Date
China Banking Corp. 169155 1.09.81 P250,000.00
(CBC)

CBC 089234 1.12.81 P100,000.00
CBC 585180 1.14.81 P200,000,00
CBC 585179 1.16.81 P200,000.00
CBC 085507 1,19.B1 P300,000.00
CBC 089026 1.21.81 P250,000.00
CBC 085616 1.23.81 P200,000.00
Manila Bank Corp. 24078436 1.26.81 P176,000.00

(MBC) -
MBC 24078437 1.28.81 P175,000.00
CBC 0855617 1.30.81 P200,000.00
CBC 089028 2,02.81 P250,000.00
CBC 829979 2.04.81 P180,000,00
CBC 829980 2.13.81 P180,000,00
CRBRC 089237 2.19.81 P250,000,00
RCBC 739177 2.26.81 P250,000,00

In the total sum of P3,160,000.00; photocopies of the checks
are hereto attached as Annexes “D" to *D-14" and made in-
togral parts hereof;

8. Out of the total obligation of defendant “Continental”
in the sum of P3,160,000.00, the sum of P1,210,000,00 rep-
resents reserve leaving an outstanding balance in the sum of
P1,950,000.00 as of January 16, 1981, excluding penalties
and charges, as attested by the Statement of Account of
defendant ‘“‘Continental”, herelo attached as Annex “E"
and made an integral part hereof;

9. On maturity dates, the checks CBC 169155 dated
January 9, 1981 for P250,000.00, CBC 089234 dated January
12, 1981 for P100,000,00, CBC h865180 dated January 14,
1981 for P200,000.00, CBC 685179 dated January 16, 1981
for P200,000.00 CBC 085507 dated January 19, 1981 for
P300,000.00, CBC 089026 dated January 21, 1981 for P250,-
000.00, CBC 085516 dated January 23, 1981 for P200,000,00
were dishonored due to payment stopped — insufficiency of
funds:

10, In spite of repeated written and oral dm\ands,_ defen-
L3

dants failed and refused to pay the sum of P1,600,000.00

representing the value of the rubber checks, Annexes “D"

“D'].“. ||D_2n’ ||D_3u. “D-‘i", uD_sh .nd "D-ﬁ";

11. Defendants acted fraudulently in bad faith and with
malice in misrepresenting to the plaintiff that the checks
assigned (Annexes “D”, “D.1", “D-2", “D-3", “D-4", “D-5"
and “D-6" herefof:)are genuine, valid and subsisting and arose
out of the bonafide sale of merchandise, for which reason, the
plaintiff, pursuant to its rights under the Accounts Financing
Agreement, paragraphs 5 and 7 thereof (Annex “A"), demand-
ed upon the defendants to promptly repurchase the account
subject hereof and to pay the value of the checks, but despite
said demands, defendants failed and refused to comply thereto
in fraudulent breach of its contractual obligation;

12. That the drawing, issuance and assignment of afore-
said checks (Annexes “D”, “D4”, “D-2" “D.3, “D4",
“D-6”, and “D-6" hereof) by defendant Continental and/or
its subsidiary companies, namely Contex Marketing Corpora-
tion, Continetal Nishijin Dyeing Corporation, Continental
Chuwa Phil. Mfg., Inc. and Fantex Manufacturing Corporation,
constitute criminal and felonious violation of the penal provi-
sions of Batas Pambansa Blg. 22, otherwise known as the
Bouncing Checks Law, thus, clearly indicating a prima facie
case of fraud or deceit in the contracting of the obligation
subject hereof;

13. By virtue of the foregoing misrepresentation, fraud and
deceit by the defendant, the plaintiff had the unqualified
right to the full payament to it by the defendants of the sum
of P1,950,000.00 as of January 16, 1981;

14, The defendants are insalvent and/or nearing insolvency

as they are presently facing several court actions from finan-
cing institutions and their other creditors arising from fraudu-
lent transactions and defendant Dee (mrety),:urreptitibudy
fled and left the Philippines for abroad, removed and/or dis-
posed of his properties, per newspaper reports,with intent to
escape payment of a valid obligation in fraud of their credi-
tor, plaintiff herein;

15. Plaintiff has no security for the satisfaction of the obli-
gation subject of the complaint;

16. Defendants have been guilty of fraud in contracting
the obligation when the aforementioned checks discounted
were dishonored;

17. The value of the property, the possession of which
plaintiff is entitled to recover, is as much as the sum for which
the Order is granted above all legal counterclaims:

I8. The plaintiff shall file a good and sufficient bond to
be determined by the Court, to answer for whatever damaged
that may be suffered by the defendants:

19.  Plaintiff had toetain the services of a lawyer to pro-
tect its rights, for a fee of equivalent to 25% of the sum due
and demandable from defendants;

20. Liquidated damages agreed upon, equal to 25% of the
total claims of plaintiff against the defendants should be
assessed against defendants jointly and severally;

21. By reason of this suit, plaintiff incurred expenses in
the sum of P10,000.00.

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully prayed of this Honorable
Court that before trial, a writ of attachment be issued against
defendants, and after trial, judgement be rendered against the
defendants, ordering them to pay, jointly and severally:

a) The sum of P1,950,000.00 from January 16, 1981 at the

rate of 24% per annum (paragraph 8, Annex “B-1") until
fully paid;

b) The sum equivalent to 25% of the above amount as

attorney’s fees and another 25% as liquidated damages;
c¢) The amount of P10,000.00 as litigation expenses;

d) Exemplary damages left to the sound discretion of the

Honorable Court; and
¢) Costs,

PLAINTIFF FURTHER prays for such other relief as may
be warranted under the premises.
Makati, Metro Manila, January 19, 1981,

LABAGUIS, LOYOLA & ANGARA
Counsel for the Plaintiff
Sixth Floor, Filinvest
Financial Center Building B
8753 Paseo de Roxas
" Makati, Metro Manila
By:

(Sgd.) NELSON A. LOYOLA
PTR No, 561247 — Manila
January 8, 1981
TAN — 14543-C2544-A-8

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES)
MAKATI, METRO MANILA) S.S.
AFFIDAVIT OF MERIT
FERNAN A. ROSETE, of legal age, single, with postal
address at 6th Floor, Filinvest Financial Center Building,
Page 6-B , Please
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Enrile rebuts critics on coco levy

(&) To date. there are COCOFED also provides lor a
over 30000 COCOFED d4.year course lor cultural mi-
scholars.  Eight thousand porities, training lor midwives
(8,000) scholarships have and rural health workers in

been extended to children/re-

the Mindanao area. COCO-

latives of coconut farmer- FED also provides adequate
members in 44 universities accommodations for its scho-
and  colleges nationwide lars, including the financing
under the President Ferdl- of the construction of dormi-

nand E. Marcos COCOFED
scholarship grants. More than
22,000 dependents of coco-

tories in 9 schools;
() It has undcrtaken a
massive information cam-

buying centers in 23 provinces
and 113 copra collecting cen-
ters which are operated by
the town chapters:

and COCOLIFL in distribut-
ing stock certificates, policies
and dividends

LAST PART

(g) the COCOMARK has of COCOFED have, in fact,
been studied and evaluated
by delegations from Sri Lan-
ka, Indonesia, Malaysia and
Thailand. They are in consen-
sus that the COCOFED set up
could serve as a model for or-
ganizations of coconut farm-
ers in their respective coun-

(h) It has assisted UCPB

among the

Notice is hereby given that the following stock certi-
ficates No. B496 for 5 shares, No. B714 for 6 shares,
No. B996 for 4 shares, and No. B1470 for 12 shares, is-
sued in the name of ALFREDO R, RIVERA have been
lost. If after the expiration of one year form the last
date of publication of this notice no contest is presented
to PHILIPPINE WALLBOARD CORPORATION regard-
ing said stock certificates, the right to contest same shall
be barred and the Company will cancel said lost certifi-
cates in its books and issue in lieu thereof new certifi-
cates of stock.

PHILIPPINE WALLBOARD CORPORATION

(Sgd.) By: FELIX T. TAMESIS
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer

WE FORUM
Ja. 27, Feb. 3, 10, 1982

Paseo de Roxas, Makati, Metro Manila, after having been duly
sworn to in accordance with law, hereby deposes and says:

1. That he is the Collection Head of Filinvest Credit Corpo-
ration, Industrial and Commercial Group;

2. Defendants have incurred the obligation of P1,950,000.-
00, excluding interest and penalty charges, in favor of plain-
tiff:

3, Defendants have been guilty of fraud in contracting the
obligation when the checks discounted (Annexes “D”, “D-1"
and “D-2" of the Complaint) with the plaintiff were disho-
nored; and the case is one of those mentioned in Section 1
of Rule 57 of the Rules of Court;

44 That~there is no other sufficient security for the claim
sought to be enforced by the action and the value of the
property, the possession of which it is entitled to recover, is
as much as the sum for which the Order is granted above all

legal counterclaims,

FURTHER AFFIANT SAYETH NAUGHT’

(Sgd.) FERNAN A. ROSETE
Affiant

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN o before me #is 19th day
of January, 1981, affiant exhibited to me his Residence
Certificate No. 614539-P, issued at Makati, Metro Manila, on
March 17, 1980.

(Sgd.) LORENZO 0. NAVARRO, JR.
Notary Public
Until December 31, 1981
PTR No. 561250 — Manila
January 8, 1981
TAN — 5655-102-P .

Doc. No. 212;
Page No. 44,
Book No. VI;
Series of 1981.

WE FORUM

. Aurora C. Paredes, has executed an affidavit of adjudication on

nut farmers have also enjoyed paign to keep its farmer-mem- farmers down to the barangay tries.
scholarship grants under the bers posted on latest industry level. 19, COCOFED is guilty of
COCOFED high school/voca- developments, both here and The corporate structure, “‘extravagance’ —
tional scholarship program. abroad; organization and operations All books of account of
NOTICE
NOTICE OF LOSS is hereby given that Lucas P, Paredes, as the only heir of the late

August 17, 1981 pursuant to Rule 74 of the Rules of Court and
entered as Doc. 172, page 36, Bk 11, Series of 1981 in the nota-
rial register of Atty; Ma. Zita C. Valera, a notary public for and
in Makati, MM.

Jan. 20, 27 — Feb, 3, 1981

e, o2

_counsel, alleging among other things, that she is the legi-

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
IN THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PASIG, METRO MANILA
BRANCH XXI

IN THE MATTER OF THE «
PETITION FOR LETTERS
OF ADMINISTRATION OF
THE ESTATE OF DECEDENT
CHUA PO,

SP. PROC, NO' 9566

SZE WOO LAN,
Petitioner,

x- x
NOTICE OF HEARING
A verified petition has been filed by petitioner, thru

timate wife of the deceased Chua Po who died intestate
on June 14, 1981 at his residence at 253 J. Rizal St.,
Makati, Metro Manila; that aside from her he left the fol-
lowing compulsory heirs (his children) Wong Kam Sau,
Wong Sze Yan, Wong Sun Da, Wong Pek Guat, dece-
dent during his marriage and coverture with the peti-
tioner acquired real and personal properties worth
P190,000.00; that decedent during his lifetime main-
tained illicit relations with another woman, Feliciana
Leonen, with whom he has several children, who have
control, custody and management of gll the properties
Teft by decedent to their advagtage and to the exclusion
of the legal rights of the aforenamed compulsory heirs,
all of whom are of age, married, and heads of their res-
pective families; that petitioner who is the legitimate
wife of the decedent is competent and willing to act
28 administratrix of the property left which is sought to
be divided before it diminishes or entirely perigh,
safter filing a bond. -

Notice is hereby given thsl ihe said petition has been
set for hearing on February 26, 1982, at 9:00 o'clock
in the morning, in this Court sitting at the 2nd Floor,
Hall of Justice, Cepital Compound, Pasig, Metro Manila,
and that anyone who has objection to the approval of
the petition should file on or beforethe date of hearing,
his/her opposition thereto with a statement of the
grounds therein why said petition should not be granted,

Let thjs notice be published once a week for three (3)
consecutive weeks in any newspaper of general circuls-
tion in the Province of Rizal, at the expense of peti-
tioner, in accordance with Presidential Decree No. 1079,

Witness the HON. GREGORIO G. PINEDA, Presiding
Judge of this Court, this 18th day of January, 1982, at
Pasig, Metro Manila.

(Sgd.) FLORENTINO G. MERCADO
Deputy Clerk of Court

WE FORUM
dJan, 27, Feb. 3 & 10, 1982

COCOFED are annually au-
dited by SGV & CO, The au-
dited financial statements are
distributed to its members.
Expenses are necessarily in-
curred in the holding of
municipal, provincial and na-
tional elections of the federa-
tion, The ASEAN Tour Pro-
gram of COCOFED is aimed
at giving its officials an op-
portunity to visit countries
where there are similar farmer
organizations and investigate
for themselves modern trends
in the coconut industry.

20. Our critics also ques-
tion the interlocking directo-
rates of PCA, COCOFED,
UCPB and UNICOM —

The uniformity of direc-
tors among the governing
boards in these institutions is
a legal and necessary arrange-
ment. This was decided upon
to harmonize, coordinate and
harness all sectors of the in-
dustry in the planning and
implementation of all the di-
verse programs in the indus-
try.

When the President sought
to institute reforms in the
industry in 1973, under LOI
115, he recognized that the
industry was “racked with
internal conflicts between the
producers and planters, on
one hand and the refiners
and copra and coconut oil
exporters, on the other”,
At that time, the coconut
farmers were too often the
victims of the well-organized
and well-financed oil millers
and traders. The President
adopted the policy that in
restructuring the industry,
the ceconut farmers, who
comprise the overwhelmirg
majority, should be the fo-
cus of all developmental
projects.

In line with this policy,
the President reorganized the
PCA in 1975 under PD 623,
where he made sure that all
the sectors of the industry ar
are represented,” with three
(3) representatives from the
farmers sector, COCOFED;
one (1) represeatative from

the business sector, UCAP;
and one (l) representative
from the seedgarden project,

In turn, COCOFED which
was entrusted with the imple-
mentation of specific social
and economic amelioration
programs for the coconut
farmers, opted to havée the
PCA Chairman an ex-oficio
member, and subsequently

. elected him as Chairman of

the Board. This arrangement
was adopted to ensure better
coordination in policy and
program implementation.

The composition of the
governing boards of UCPB
and UNICOM, in like manner,
was dictated by the same
purpose and objective — to
ensure that all the implement-
ing policies of these two enti;
ties, particularly in providing
credit facilities to the indus-
try and the rationalization
of the oil miling sector,
would conform to asd achieve
the purposes and objectives
enunciated by the Govern-
ment.

It should also be pointed
out that as matter of corpo-
rate practice,the law allows
the interlocking of director-
ates among companies with
related interests in order to
harmonize management poli-
cies vital to effective program
implementation.

I hope that the foregoing
rejoinder will clarify and
negate certain malicious im-
putations made against the
leaders of the coconut indus-
try, as well as what we feel
to be unfair attacks against
the policies and development
programs initiatedby the Pres-
ident for the benefit. of our
coconut farmers.

1 am comvinced of the va-
lidity of our present policies
and programs. I will strongly
oppose any move to reverse
them. I hope that in line with
the President’s announce-
ment, the issues will be
placed under early review by
the Kilusang Bagong Lipunan’
which" may render its final
verdict on them.

1700 for twenty-two

Jan. 20,27, Feb, 3, 1982

NOTICE OF LOSS

Notice is hereby given that the following stock certinicate No,
(22) shares and another (unrecalled)
stock certificate for one (1) share, lssued in the manw of CHRIS-
TIAN STEHMEIER have been lost. If after the expiration of one
year from the last publication of this notice no contest is pre-
sented to NASIPIT LUMBER CO,, INC. regarding said lost cer-
tificates, the right to contest same shall be barred and the Comr
pany will cancel said lost certificates in its books, and issue in
lieu thereof new certificates of stock.

NASIPIT LUMBER 0O., INC,

(Sgd.) FELIX T. TAMESIS
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer




REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
JUVENILE & DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT
MANILA

CALOOCAN CITY

IN THE MATTER OFF THE ADOPTION
OF THE MINOR, JORGE CHUA LEGASPI,

FAM. CASE NO. 782-A

IFor: ADOPTION
RAMON N. CHUA,
Petitioner.
e = o o — e e e - X
ORDER

Before the Court is a verified petition for adoption
filed by Ramon N. Chua through counsel praying that after
due notice, publication, and hearing, the mino‘ Jorge Chua
Legaspi be decdared his child by adoption.

The petition alleges among other things that petitioner is
of legal age, a Canadian citizen, single, and for purposes of these
proceedings, has his residence was at 188 M.H. del Pilar Streer,
Grace Park, Caloocan City, Metro Manila, which is his actual
residence before he became a Canadian citizen in 1979; that
petitioner desires ¢0 adopt his nephew Jorge Chua Legaspi,
who was Bomn on January 19, 1970 in Manila, the son of the
spouses Joaquin Legaspi and Jovita N. Chua, both of whom
have given their written consent to the petition; that petitioner
is in the best of health and possesses all the qualifications and
none of the disqualifications to adopt under the law; that
petitioner is not disqualified to adopt according to the laws of
his adopted country Canada, whose government has not broken
diplomatic relations with the Philippines; that petitioner is
morally and finandally capable to support and educate the mi-
nor sought to be adopted herein; and that the latter has no
property of his own.

WHEREFORE, finding the petition to be sufficent
in form and substance, the samé is hereby set for hearing on
March 8, 1982 at 9 o'clock in the moming, before this Court
sitting at the 4th Floor, Genato Building, 417 Rizal Avenue
Extension, Grace Park, Caloocan City, and anyone who has
objection to the petition should file his opposition thereto with
the statement of his grounds therefor.

Let this order be published at petitioner’s expense once a
week for three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulation in Caloocan City.

Fumish copies of this order and of the petition, together
with its annexes, the Office of the Solicitor General and the
Ministry of Social Services and Development, Caloocan City
Branch, for the former to appear and represent the State on
the aforesaid date and time of hearing and the latter to conduct
a social case study on the minor sought to be adopted, his na-
tural parents, and the petitioner within thirty (30) days from
receipt hereof, submitting a report thereon to the Court at
least one (1) week before March 8, 1982 and 1o appear on the
date and hour of hearing.

SO ORDERED.

Caloocan City, January 18, 1982,

ALICIA V. SEMPIO-DIY
Judge
Feb.3, 10, & 17,1982

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PASIG, METRO MANILA
BRANCH V1
IN THE MATTER OF THE
INTESTATE ESTATE OF
THE DECEASED MA. FELICITAS
A. ARELLANO-REYES'
CARLOS A. ARELLANO,
Administrator.

SP PROC.
NO. 9563

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having been issued in favor
of CARLOS A. ARELLANO OF 154 J. Arellano St.,
San Juan, Metro Manila;

Notice is hereby given requiring all persons having
claims for monédy against the decedent, MA. FELICITAS
A. ARELLANO-REYES, arising from contract,expressed
or implied, whether the same be due, not due or contin-
gent for funeral expenses, and expenses for the last sick-
ness of the said decedent, and judgment for money
against her to file said claim with the Clerk of Court
of this Court at the Hall of Justice, Capitol Compound,
Pasig, Metro Manila within six (6) months from the date
of the first publication of this notice, secving a copy
thereof upon the aforementioned CARLOS A. AREL-
LANO, the appointed administrator of this proceeding.

Let this notice be published at the expense of the ad-
ministrator in a newspaper of general circulation in the
Philippines, once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks,

WITNESS the Hon. RICARDO J. FRANCISCO,

Judge of this Court this 24th day of December, 1981,

(Sgd.) RODOLFO M. TERNIDA
Deputy Clerk of Court

Feb, 8, 10 & 17, 1982

Barangay polls, no historical basis

Assemblyman Francisco S.
Tatad subjected the problem
of holding barangay elections
to rigorous and valid scholas-
tic analysis in his "How not
to have barangay elections,’’

(Evening Post, Jan. 13,
1982). He wrote:
“Prime Minister (Cesar

Virata is being honest about
the regime’s dishonesty in
saying that the nation can-
not so soon afford another
election, after three elections
and one constitutional ple-
biscite since 1978.™

Tatad concluded:

“What is perhaps envi-
sioned is a process akin to
what is popularly described
as "Comelection” in which
the regime alone would sup-
ply the names of the can-
didates and the regime alone
supervise the so-called elec-
toral process,

“If we are not too care-
ful, we would end wp with
barangay elections in which
the people would simply be
told the names of officials
they were supposed to have
elected, without their actual-
ly having voted.”

I would like to add to
Tatad's already convincing
and wejghty analysis by going
into the historial analysis
of the matter:

The barangay as a “‘poli-
tical subdivision” was never
defined as such by any of
our extant (past and present)
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Constitutions: nor envisioned
as such by the framers
thereof; nor ever implement-
ed as such by all our political
establishments prior to 1972,

The present “‘barangay sys-
tem”, which never in Philip-

-pine history was ever a

democratic political subdivi-
sion, was imposed on the
nation, soon after martial
law was declared, by a
presidential decree which is
now known as The Local
Governments Code. This was
precisely to subvert the pre-
vious democratic experiences
of our people and to fore-
stall the resurgence of de-
mocratic  practices  (local
elections) among the masses,
especially on the municipal
level. It was a classic example,
and application, of the”Ma-
chiavellian *“divide and rule”
principle though the Ro-
man emperors were said to
have practised it first.

The martial law Chief
must have reckoned that, if
the populace were fragmen-
ted into 45,000 barangays
(simultaneous, in fact, with
the forced resignation of
all the local officials on the
municipal level), the resur-
gence of democracy during
the extended period of mar-
tial law could be forestalled
for a longer period of time.

Letters

| O e T e e ) Rl
Injustices decried

The editorial of the WE
Forum of the Jan. 13-15,
1982 issue was entitled “'Err-
ing judges."” It was based on
the decision of the Court of
Appeals criticizing the actua-
tions of a City Judge and
a Judge of the Court of First
Instance, both of Davao City.

There is indeed reason to
be elated when two judges
were exposed to the public
for their deplorable actua-
tions. However, considering
the magnitude of the public’s
complaint against members
of the judiciary, two out of
the many are not a record to
commend, It is,the desire of
many that the other judges
who are also recreant to their
duties are likewise exposed.

We, from the Philippine
Trial Lawyers Association,
Inc. (PTLA) are doing our
best to help in the improve-
ment of the administration of
justice, It will serve the public
to know that in a pleading
that was filed by the PTLA
in connection with the ad-

ministrative case that is being
prosecuted by the PTLA in
the Supreme Court against a
judge of the Court of First
Instance, we stated this that:

“The pangs of injustice are
fathomed only by those who have
been its victims, But it is historic-
ally based that gory upheavals
were brought forth by those op-
pressed by injustices. Unless rem-
edial measures are immediately
employed 1o preventinjustices to
continue 10 sweep into our land,
this generation might sooner than
we ‘”‘.f’““ experience the bitter
turmoil that has befallen this
nation at the end of the last cen-
tury. THIS APPREHENSION 1S
NOT A FANTASY. The apparent
breakdown of law and order is
now being felt in every part of the
land. THE PEOPLE ARE BEING

MOLESTED, ROBBED AND
KILLED IN BROAD DAY-
LIGHT AND IN THE PUBLIC

VIEW WITH IMPUNITY. Verily,
corruption in the pudiciary is a
contributory factor to the present
state of lawlessness, -

FOR THE SAKE OF OUR
NATION, IF NOT OURSELVES,
THE SUPREME COURT MORE
THAN EVER MUST EXERT
OPTIMUM EFFORT TO CURB
THIS TREND WHILE THERE IS

To opine, therefore, that
democratic practices could
be reinstituted by staging
elections on the barangay
level as per referendum vote
is not to understand that
the barangays are not — and
never have been — democ-
ractic political subdivisions.
The present ersatz “‘barangay
system’” was imposed only,
and arbitrarily, to prolong
the martial law regime.

Similarly, the referendum
question on whether the
people would like to have
elections for barangay of-
ficials or not was not really
valid and amounted to a con-
tradiction in terms. The ques-
tion was proposed in the
referendum principally as an
alternative political ploy, or
a ruse, by Mr. Marcos in
frustrating and subver-
ting the people’s will.
The electorate majority, by
voting “Yes” to the refe-
rendum question  only
“called the bluff”" of the
President with their majo-
rity vote. Their logic was:
Since the President (up for
election then and in the
future when major amend-
ments to the Constitution
were subjected to the vote)
was only *“‘pulling our leg”
by offering ug a choice of
having barangay elections or
not (when we should have
had Presidential elections —
at least twice in the pres
vious eight years). We, the
sovereign  Filipino people
hereby also “called his bluff™
by majority “Yes" vote in

the said 1981 referendum,

For never in our long
history have elections been
held for barangay officials
— not in the ancient ba-
rangays nor in the present
‘“‘ersatz”’  barangays. The
proof is that there is no
lawful procedure or prece-
dent for nationwide simul-
taneous barangay elections.

Assemblyman Tatad could
not realize these facts, for he
was Secretary (later Minister)
of Public Information during
the martial law regime of
Mr. Marcos. After such an
extended period of *‘mili-
tary” service, (sity ears),
propaganda chiefs sometimes
come to accept, and even
believe, the deceptions of
their own propaganda.

Happily, Assemblyman Ta-
tad has personally moved
away from the extended
regime and therefore is now
able to analyze the vague pro-
nouncements and confabula-
ting press releases emanating
therefrom.

And practically speaking,
it would be quite impossible
for the Commission on
Elections (Comelec) to ma-
nage simultaneous elections
nationwide for a roster of
officials for each of the 45,
000 barangays, from a line-
up of at least two sets of
candidates multiplied by
45,000.

I should know: for some
of the time that Francisco
S. Tatad was serving as
Secretary of Public Informa-
tion, I was also employed
as a Consultant of the
Commission on Elections. .

(To be continued)

STILL TIME. This is the very
reason why this case was brought
to the attention of this Honor-
able Court in its efforts to free
the judiciary from pernicious
factors and circumstan ces,
Accordingly, it is complain-
ant's fervid prayer that this case
be viewed and reviewed in a cal-
culating manner in order to attain
a greater good for the judiciary
in particular and for the entire
nation in general. A miscalcula-

tion in this regard will serve to
embolden the purveyor of injus-
tices to carry on their nefarious
activities to the dismay of eve-
rybody "’

(Sgd.) RAFAEL G. SUNTAY

Approved by :

PROCOPIO S. BELTRAN, JR.

President

Philippine Trial Lawyers Associa-
tion, Inc.

Praise Ye
Lord

Prof. Salvador Roxas Gon-
zales was right when he said
that, if elected President, he
would not allow the people
to sing Hallelujah on his proc-
lamation ceremony. May I
add that even Charlemagne,
when crowned Emperor of
the Great Holy Roman Em-
pire on Christmas Day in
the year 800 by Pope Leo 11l
at  St. Peter's Square in
Rome, the people did not
sing Hallelujah, Instead they
shouted *“To Charles the
August, Crowned by God,

Great and Pacific Emperor,
Long Live and Victory."”
Perhaps, those who con-
cocted the idea of singing
Hallejujah on the day of the
proclamation of President
Marcos as President of the
New Republic did not know
what Hallelujah means. [t
means “‘Praise Ye Lord”.
(Sgd.) A. GUINTO
Bacoor, Cavite

Let's give
FREEDOM
a chance!
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Kuro- kuro

Champion sa
pierde-gana

Ni FRANCISCOSoc’ RODRIGO

Sinabi ni Teodoro Valencia sa kanyang kolum noong
Enero 29, 1982 na ang Extradition Treaty ng Pilipinas
at United States ay hindi “retroactive™.

Segun kay Valencia, hindi masasaklaw ng nasabing
treaty, kapag retipikado na iyan ng ating Batasan at

US Senate, ang'mga Pilipinong “refugees™ ngayon sa US ,

kung ang gagamiting batayan ng Kkahilingang sila'y
sapilitang ibalik sa Pilipinas ay mga krimeng naisagawa
na bago magkabisa ang treaty.

Mali! Maling-mali!

Naito ang maliwanag na probisyon ng Article 21 ng
Treaty —

*“This treaty shall apply to offenses encompassed in
Article 2 committed before as well as after the date this
Treaty enters into force."

Nais marahil palitawin ni Valencia na hindi pinupun-
teriya ng nasabing treaty sina Ninoy Aquino, Raul
Manglapus, at mga kasamahang naglilider mula sa US
upang maibalik ang kalayaan at demokrasya sa Pilipinas.

Pero, nakaligtaan niyang basahing mabuti ang Treaty

LI

Kapansin-pansin ang labis na paglalantad kay Imee
Marcos sa mass media, nitong nakaraang ilang linggo.

Halos araw-araw ay lumilitaw sa mga peryodiko at
TV ang kanyang larawan . . . na laging nakatawa.

ito’y nagsisilbing ugat ng tanong-tanungan at usap-
usapan ng maraming mga tso —

— Si Imee daw kaya ay tunay na umiibig kay Tom-
my? Marahil daw naman; sapagkat,kwng hindi, bakit
siya napakasal?

— Kung tunay ang pagibig ni Imee, bakit waring
hindi siya nababahala sa pagkawala ni Tommy? Bakit
siya mukhang masaya at lagi pang nakatawa sa kanyang
mga larawan?

— lyan ba'y pakitang-tao lang? Siya ba'y napipilitang
mag-drama? Mahirap yatang gampanan ang ganyang
papel, lalo’t kung araw-araw.

— Siya ba’y naniniwalang si Tommy ay buhay pa’t
nasa mabuting kalagayan? Kung gayon, bakit hindi siya
magsalita upang mapanatag ang kalooban ng madla . . .
lalo ng mga magulang, kamaganakan at kaibigan ni
Tommy?

Ito’y nagsisilbing ugat ng tanong-tanungan at usap-
usapan ng maraming mga tao —

Tinatawagan ko ang Malakanyang: Hindi nakabubuti
para kay Imee ang ganitong pangyayart.

Ang nagiging impresyon ng madla sa kanya ay ba-
baing mav ousong bakal.

Segun sa Central Bank, ang “interest payments”
ng Pilipinas para sa mga utang sa ibang mga bansa ay
umabot sa $1.102 BILYON noong 1981 ... at ang hala-
gang ito'y katumbas ng 25% ng ating **{otal exports’™ sa
nasabing taon. (Financial Times, Enero 18, 1982)

Nakasisindak!

Ang kahulugan nivan ay: Sa bawa't $100.00 na ex-
port ng Pilipinas, $25.00 ang napunta sa “interest” na
ibinayad para sa ating utang sa labas.

Ito'y pambayad-interest lamang. Waia pa riyan ang
“amortizatlon™ o hulog para sa kapital.

Segun sa Central Bank, ang kabuuan ng ating utang sa
labas noong natapos ang 1981 ay $15.835 BILYON!

Alalahanin nating ang buong “‘foreign debt™ ng
Pilipinas noong unang umupo si Marcos bilang president
noong 1965 ay $600-milyon o $0.6 BILYON lamang.

Samaktuwid, ang ating “interest payments”  lang
noong 1981 ay halos doble ng ating buong “‘foreign
debt” noong 1965.

Sa ilalim ni Marcos, ang Pilipinas ay naging cham-
L pion talaga. . . sa pierde-gana.

=/

LPs, NPs

From Page |

ty.

This tme, however, the
Laurels and the Roxases
agreed to lay aside their

respective parties 1o form a
new one, sources told WE
Forum.

A few big women's orga-
nizations will be among those
to be absorbed, according to
the sources.

The sources said only one
political party will not be
invited to the unified party.
This is the Social Democra-
tic Party headed by Assem-
blymen Reuben Canoy and
Francisco Tatad. No reason
was given why.

The merger is not an ans-
wer to the call of President
Marcos for a strong oppo-
sition, according to the sour-
ces .

“We have always been
strong,”” the sources said.

It is not also intended for
any election, Batasang Pam-
bansa or barangay. The
sources said the merger goes
on “whether or not there

is an election.™

The merger idea was born
in the Philippines, from the
camp of the Laurels (former
Sen. Salvador Laurel and his
brother Jose B. Laurel, Jr;,
who is the president of the
NP).

When sounded oul among
the Opposition leaders in the
United States, the idea got
a strong endorsement,

The Opposition bigwigs
now in the US. were first
told through long distance
telephone calls, according to
the sources. Later, one of
the Laurels sat down with

the exiles for details,

Lately, the sources said,
Aquino and Roxas wrote to
Philippine ‘based Opposition
leaders for the implementa-
tion of the merger.

According to the sources,
“there are now two or three
separate meetings going on
daily to rush implementa-
tion of the merger.

The name of the new
political party woull likely
be known at the time of
its announcement.

The mer erases the
United Demolratic Opposi-
tion (UNIDO), which, for
a few years now, served as

the umbrella organization for
all the political oppositions.

The sources said the new
political party will be a blow
against President Marcos be-
cause, the sources believed,
it will get back party old
guards (NPs and LPS alike)
from the KBL.

But this remains to be
seen, observers, following up
the progress of the merger,
said.

Many of the original NPs
and LPs have now become so
indebted to President Mar-
cos that it wouldn't easy
to extricate themselves, the
observers added,
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tive Assistant Juan C.
Tuvera.

By some twist of bad
fate or bad faith, copies
of the twin orig Forum
and the KKK supplement
found themselves in the
hands of our ever-faithful
readers.

And faithful as they
are, they sent their copies
back to us. Not many
really. But we are thinking
that, perhaps, there are
those who just didn't have
time to give us a ring or
send us their KKK Fo-
rum.

Anyway, the presence
of the KKK supplement
in the orig is not our
own making. Obviously.
Consider just these few
things:

1. The government and
many of its agencies don’t
like us much if at all.
You should know why.

2. A KKK supplement
(eight pages!) means a lot
of advertising revenue for
us. Which means it is an

indirect support for an
independent  publication
dedicated to the expose

of anything that tends to
demean our freedoms and

rights.

WE ‘KKK’

From Page 1

We have hurt a good
number of government
people for this stance.

3. The KKK supple-
ment carried the name of
Oriental Media, Inc. It
should have been J. Burgos

Media Services or WE
Forum,
So, what, for Pedro’s

sake, is the KKK supple-
ment doing in our orig
WE Forum?

Your guess, so they say,
is as good as ours.

Here’s ours.

@ The insertion of the
supplement could “have
been done by a prankster
or pranksters for fun's
sake.

® It could have been
the work of some govern-
ment loyalists who want to
sow intrigue in the minds
of our readers — to convey
the thought that WE Fo-
rum has been bought.

® It also could have
been the work of a news-
boy or two or a dealer
who, finding an orig with-
out the inside pages, put in
the KKK supplement (o
make the orig thicker.

There's nothing sure,
really. But we assure you
we're doing what we can

to trace the responsibility.
Why don’t you help us
by giving us any possible
clue?

Our hope is that WE
‘KKK’ Forum is not a
well-laid plan to keep us

out of circulation. Re-
member freedom of the
press?

While we are on that
subject, we like to report
that our newsboys and

. been are frantic.

newsdealers have been the
subject of harassments
from unidentified persons.
They are threatened from
selling, saying that WE
Forum is subversive.

Not all of them of
course, are being threaten-
ed. But those who have

And we worry for
them. And for all freedom-
loving people.

— 3 -

Kilusang Kabuhayan at Kaunlaran

Cover of KKK supplement

Views and

DECLARES NEITHER MOJICA'S OR
OCHOCO'S ANSWER IS RIGHT, BUT UP-
HOLDS . THE DECISION OF THE CONTEST

BOARD OF

MOJICA’S ANSWER RIGHT”
31 January)
Neither Mojica nor Ochoco is right, but Moji-
ca is right?

COMM

JUDGES WHICH DECLARES

Panorama,

What kind of logic is that?

From Page 5

Crazy decision.
NEWS

said, ., . that

“In its decision handed down Jan. 5, the CA
‘science has not reached the

stage where we can say with certitude what

the truth is.””
COMM

(Panorama, 31 January)

Maybe Justice Mendoza was referring to the

‘“gcience” of Law where some lawyers and
politicians can twist the law to suit themselves.
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