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The family of former
Sen. Raul S. Manglapus,
uncle of Tommy Manotoc,
has disclaimed any know-
ledge of his nephew’s
wedding with Miss Imee
Marcos in Arlington, Vir-
ginia, Dec. 4.

“l was in South Amer-
ica at the time, during the
last week of November
through the first week of
December,”  Philippine
News has quoted Mangla-

Manglapus on Manotoc’s wedding

pus.

*l visited Washington
on Dec. |, for one day, to
appear with former Attor-
ney General Clark in a
press conference, and 1 left
for Valenzuela immediate-
ly thereafter.”

However, it was Mang-
lapus, president of the
Movement for a Free Phil-
ippines in the U.S., and
Eugenio Lopez, Jr., an-
other relative of Tommy,

who broke the news about
Tommy’s disappearance to
the American press.

Manglapus and Lopez
dragged the name of Pres-
ident and Mrs. Marcos to
the kidnapping of Tommy,
for which, the Marcoses
lambasted Manglapus and
Lopez for capitalizing on
Tommy’s disappearance to
embarrass the First
Couple.
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successor,
| Padilla

Former Sen. Ambrosio
Padilla doesn’t think there
would be a scramble for
the presidency in case
President Marcos leaves of-
fice because of death or
any other cause.

Instead, Padilla believes
that the legal successor of
President is Fernando
Lopez, who was the elect-
ed vice president of Mr,
Marcos in 1965. The two
were re-elected in 1969,

The former senator re-
acted to an analysis by As-
semblyman Reuben Canoy
published in WE Forum’'s
Dec. 26-29, 1981, issue.

By Ambrosio Padilla

The WE Forum issue of
Dec. 26-29 (Vol. V, No.
51) has published “‘Scram-
ble for FM’s Post on?”
based on the speech of
Assemblyman Reuben A.
Canoy delivered before the
L Rotary Club of San Fer-
nando, La Union, Dec. 8.

Page 9, Please

There seems to be opposing views on whether
the divorce of Tommy Manotoc, who has been

-missing since Dec. 29, and 1970 Miss International

Aurora “Au-Au” Pijuan is valid. Resolution of the

‘divorce issue is important because the validity of his

marriage to Miss Imee Marcos rests on it.

One opinion, coming from former Sen. (now
Assemblyman) Arturo Tolentino, says Tommy's
divorce is legal. An opposing view comes from former
Sen. Francisco “Soc” Rodrigo. Both are legal lumi:
naries. Rodrigo taught criminal law while Tolentino
has a book on civil law which also deals on marriage.

| B D W "

Have they patched up their quarrel, buried the hatchet, smok-
ed the peace pipe? Have the two most articulate protagonists
in the coconut levy controversy settled their differences?
(Read today’s *“*A Matter of Opinion,")Here is a picture taken
during happier times, specifically on Oct. 27, 1956, on the
occasion of the Silver Jubilee celebration of the College Edit-
ors Guild of the Philippines. Those in the picture are, from
left, CEG alumni Teodore F. Valencia and Emmanuel Pelaez,
CEG alumni president Emesto R. Rodriguez, Jr., a We Forum
columnist, and CEG honorary alumnus President Ramon Mag-
saysay. This exclusive photograph was first published in the
July 1961 issue of Teener’s Digest, which was edited by WE
Forum publisher Jose G, Burgos, Jr. while he was a student.

-
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The opinion of Tolentino
first appeared in Asiaweek’s
issue of Jan. 22.

He said that “since they
(Tommy and Au-Au) were
married by the church in Ca-
lifornia, where divorce is al-
lowed, Tommy and Au-Au
could avail themselves of di-
vorce."”

He asserted that “even if
you are a Filipino citizen and
you marry outside the Phil-
ippines and divorce, also out-
side, the divorce is recognized
in the Philippines.”

“The validity of marriage
is tested in the place where it

was contracted,” Tolentino
added.

Rodrigo said he disagreed
with Tolentino., He had

checked his books to buttress
his opinion,
Page 9, Please

Problems
of Abra
traced

—P.3

AU-AU

The Pilipino Democratic
Party (PDP), one of two
newly-organized political par-
ties, has adopted a program
of action that is directly op-
posed to many of President
Marcos government's poli-
cies.

The other party is the So-
cial Democratic Party led by
Assemblymen Reuben Canoy
and Francisco Tatad.

PDP’s program of action
includes the following:

1. Control of the activities
of transnational corporations.

2. Breaking up of econom-
ic power which is now con-
centrated in a few hands.

3. Protection of human
rights.

4. Decentralization of po-

New political party’s
program of action

WEr.

5. Denuclearization of the
country, which means initial-
ly stoppage in the construc-
tion of the Bataan Nuclear
Plant.

6. Primacy of the Filipino
in his country,

7. Inculcation

of the

values of nationalism in
schools.

8. Federalization of the
Republic.

PDP’s program was out-
lined by Cagayan de Oro City
Mayor Aquilino Pimentel, Jr.
Party member, before the
Breakfast Club of Cebu City
last Jan. 9.

Under Martial law, the
Filipinos were reduced *into
Page 9, Please
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WCC actions
contrary to Bible?

The general secretary of
Intemational Council of
Christian Churches (ICCC),
Rey. Dr. J. C. Maris, has criti-
cized what he said was a ten-
dency by the World Council
of Churches (WCC) to give
financial aid to liberation
movement and to convert
churches into  political
forums.

Rev. Maris told newsmen
*in the south Indian city of

Kottayan that the alleged
actions of the WCC were con-
trary to the Bible. He appeal-
ed to the churches subscrib-
ing to such actions to return
to the Bible.

He said meanwhile that he
opposed “Indianisation” of
the churches in India. *“What
is needed is the Christianisa-
tion of the Indian churches,”
he said,

(AFP)

Humanities

CHINESE WRITERS UNDER FIRE

Chinese army  writers,
meaning those who come
under the direct jurisdiction
of the army were warned
today by the People’s Daily
against the dangers of “‘bour-
geois liberalism™.

The newspaper said that
some literary works dealing
with army matters contained
a stream of thought *aimed at
negating Communist party
leadership and Socialism™ at a
time when ‘‘the dangers of
war are becoming more
pressing.

Faced with the possibility
of a new war, it was “‘indis-
pensible” to use military liter-
ature to urge the army and
population to be “vigilant™".

The people’s Daily also ad-
vocated setting up courses in

the army for both army and
civilian writers so as to “‘im-
prove their knowledge of
military life”.

The newspaper also strong-
ly attacked an anti-militarist
poem, ‘‘Wash Yourself Well,
General” by Ye Wenfu, which
has already been criticized by
an official literary magazine.

It said the poem compared
generals from the people’s
liberation army with those of
imperial times and “‘slander-
ed" the old generation of
cadres and leaders.

The poem tells the story
of a general who after having
vanquished his main adver-
sary during the Cultural Re-
volution had a sumptuous
bath built in the cellar of his
house - symbolic of the
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World’s
smallest
Fish

in danger

A group of scientists
from the Ayala-Zobel Fili-
pinas Foundation is now
in Buhi to try to find a
way of saving world’s
smallest fish,

The world’s smallest
fish, known as tabios or
Sinarapan, which can be
found only in Lake Buhi
in Camarines Sur, is fast
disappearing, it was learn-
ed here recently.

The scientists are also
studying why the fish are
fast disappearing. (PNA)

privileges enjoyed by
Chinese cadres.

The People’s Daily also
accused Ye Wenfu of having
hinted that the Communist
party contained a “‘bureaucra-
tic class” — and idea put for-
ward by the human rights and
democracy activists during
the 1978/79 Peking spring —
by portraying the general as a
“prestigious bureaucrat who
fights the people™,

top

“Wash  Yourself Well,
General” 1s the second anti-
militarist poem to have

emerged in China over the
last few months. The first,
“Generals and Soldiers" be-
lieved to have been penned
by poet Li Jianzhao has been
blamed for drawing a parallel
between officer-men relations
in the Communist army and
in that of the Kuomintang
Nationalist Party.

Another famous writer,
poet and dramatist Bai Hua
has been under attack in a
massive criticism campaign
since last spring for his film-
script “bitter love", accused
of being an “anti-socialist and
anti-patriotic” work.

The campaign which was
given the green light at the
highest level last July is main-
ly aimed at non-conformist
intellectuals who- support a
liberalization of the regime.
(AFP)

M are

all. humansg
and rothing
human can
SUrprise us.
- Jose Rizal

Coliaction
of Jon, Bernales

Consumers’ group Muslim

forms theater

The Citizens’ Alliance for
Consumer Protection (CACP)
in its continuing massive cam-
paign program on consumer-
ism is currently embarking on
building up its cultural arm
known as the CACP Experi-
mental Mobile Theatre.

The idea behind the mo-
bile theatre is to ‘establish
initially a small group of con-
sumer-oriented and dedicated
people who shall produce
simple mimes and short plays
depicting the common expe-
riences of the broad masses
of Filipino consumers and
present them in poor urban
and rural communities.

Philippine mass media is
restricted and dominated by
and subservient to the ruling
class. In the light of this sup-
pressive condition, the CACP
realized the significance of
the theatre in the education
and conscientization of the
Filipino consumers on issues
mosi relevant to their lives as
well as in their orientation
towards militant consumer-
ism. The CACP also realized
the effectiveness of the thea-

ter as a creative public me-
dium which the ordinary Fi-
lipino consumer could easily
understand, reflect to, and
identify with.

Furthermore, the plays
and other cultural presenta-
tions shown today either re-
ilect the lives of the domi-
nant minority, thereby pre-
serving and upholding the sta-
tus quo or merely serve to
lead the people away from
the realities of the country’s
socio-economic conditions as
they are often illusory and
fantastic. More so, presenta-
tions like these (if ever they
have a tangible message to
project) are shown in plush
theatres which charge fees
majority of the people cannot
afford.

With the mobile theatre
working for the CACP prin-
ciple of serving the Filipino
masses, the CACP hopes to
aid in the ultimate goal of
total and genuine upliftment
of the Filipino people, start-
ing from intellectual and cul-
tural development.

Japanese contacts
cholera from RP tour

A 20-year-old Japanese
university student, who iour-
ed the Philippines recently,

Atlas

to correct
map errors

Chinese cartographers are
currently compiling a five-
volume Atlas of China to
“correct errors”” in maps
drawn up abroad that “‘mis-
represent’” national bounda-
ries and places’ names, the
New China News Agency re-
ported recently.

Scheduled for publication
in 1985, it will be the first
full -fledged national Atlas
compiled in China since the
Communists came fo power
in 1949..1t will be published
in Chinese, Pinyin (ranscript
and several foreign languages
for distribution both in China
and abroad.

China has border disputes
with a4 number of foreign
countries, notably the Soviet
Union, India and Vietnam,
observers noie,

lhe agency said Project
Chief Wu Heng had ap-
pealed to scientists in na-

tionalist-ruled Taiwan to par-
ticipate in compilation of the
Atlas, (AFP)

was isolated at a Tokyo
hospital as a genuine cholera
germ carrier, metropolitan
public health bureau officials
said.

According to the officials,
the student, whose name was
withheld, developed cholera
symptoms after touring the
Philippines for six days to-

"missions
before
Kabungsuan

Studies by scholars indi-
cate the possibility that
Shariff Muhammad Kabung-
suan, the first Sultan of Ma-
guindanao (600 miles south
of this capital), had been
preceded by at least two
Muslim missionaries to main-
land Mindano.

All, however, agree that
Kabungsuan, reportedly from
Johore, was mainly responsi-
ble for the spread of Islam
and the institutionalization of
the Sultanate as a political
system.

Dr. Alunan Glang, quot-
ing several historians and
Maguindanao . tradition said
Kabungsuan may have been
the catalyst of missionary
efforts by two brothers, Sha-
rif Awliya and Sharif Maraja.

In The Maguindanao and
Islam. slang, a Maguindanao
Muslim scholar. cited 7Tar
Silas recounting about Awliya
(Aulia, Sufi Wanderer) who
went to Mindanao, married a
local girl with whom he had a
daughter.

Aftey he had left, what
is now autonomous Central
Mindanao, Sharif Awliya was
reportedly followed by Sharif
Maraja,(PNA)

gether with 20 others.

Health checks on the 20
others will be carried out
shortly, they added.

Cholera germs are non-
existent in Japan unless
brought in from overseas.
(AFP)

In darkness do you see light

— POETRY

S. 0. S.
(Salvage Our Souls?)

That pains because it blinds?

In silence do you hear chants
That terrify those unfeeling, unhearing blinds?

Do you see them barging into the night for
Routinary kill; their canine appetite for power
Devour whatever is left of the light that blinds
And the songs that terrify?

You protest. Defy. All despite the barkings
Of their guns; the deafening silence of conscience!

In death, will they ever care to see the light
That blinds because it pains?

YOU and other truth-seeking, justice-starving souls?

MANUEL A. COLLAO

¥ |




Where there is wealth,
there are multinational corpo-
rations and increased milita-
rization.This appears tobe the
trend that has followed the
government's strategy to at-
tract foreign investors.

Abra . province is an exam-
ple as shown by an “‘Orienta-
tion Seminar on the Current
Problems of Abra’ held last
Jan. 9 and 10 at the Bangued
Parish Pastoral Center.

The seminar was an at-
tempt by concemed groups
to study the effects of mili-
tarization and the entry of
Cellophil Corporation on the
lives of Abra people special-
ly the Tingguians, the' cul-
tural minority who actually
are the majority in the prov-
ince.

First of its kind to be held
in Abra, the seminar was
sponsored by the Free Legal
Aid Group (FLAG) based on
Abra and the Concerned Tin-
gguians of Metro Manila.

It was participated in by
Task Force Detainees (TFD),
Episcopal Commission on
Tribal Filipinos (ECTF), So-
ciety of the Divine Word
(SVD), Ecumenical Move-
ment for Justice and Peace,
the editor of CALL Maga-
zine, Progressive Igorot Stu-

By Merlene Cabalteja

dents Alliance, Anthropolo-
gical Association of the Phil-
ippines, League of Filipino
Students, UP Nainnama,
Tingguians from the various
towns of Abra and other con-
cerned citizens of the prov-
ince.

The conference was aimed
to draw attention and or-
ganized support for the Ting-
guians.

Abra's problems started
with the entry of Cellophil
Corporation owned by Her-
minio Disini and involved in
paper pulp production.

Abra was chosen for Cello-
phil because the company's
logging concessions, which
total to almost 200,000 hec-
tares are concentrated in the
area. Abra also abounds with
pine trees — the primary in-
gredient in paper pulp pro-
duction.

Cellophil used a mayor
(now out of office) in Tayum
town to convince the people
to sell their lands at P1 per
square meter. The price was
raised to P1 30 to overcome
resistance. ”

The ex-mayor extracted an
agreement from Cellophil
that, in retum, it must em-

Urban migration spawns
slhums,says researcher
By ALEX S. VILLANUEVA

DUMAGUETE CITY

(PNA) — The influx of peo- -

ple from the rural areas
into the cities spawns slums.

Since water supply and
sanitation in the city are
inadequate, this situation
gives rise to poor health and
disease.

In a study by Dr. Julia V.
Calixto of the graduate
school of Philippine Women's
University, it was reported
that migrants to Manila come
not only to seek employment
but also to share and partici-
pate in the development of
society.

Since the averhge length
of stay of migrants in Manila
is less relationship, communi-
ty participation and belong-
ing.

A study of a depressed
area in Manila covering a po-
pulation of 4,000 revealed
the following:

Sixty-six percent do not
prefer their residences because
of difficult environmental
conditions; others are indif-
ferent.

—Metro Water Works and
Sewarage is  the source of
water for 93.5 percent.
—Lighting for 89.3 percent

is provided by Meralco, 7
percent use gas and six-
tenth of a percent use can-
dle.

—For waste disposal, 65
percent use the Antipolo sys-
tem, 25 percent use flush
toilets and 8.5 percent use
the public or neighbor’s.

—Fifty-one percent of the
out-of-school youths have no
financial means, 33 percent
lack the interest to go to
school.

—Sixty-two percent of the
parents have the aspirations
to have their children finish
schooling and only 17.6 per-
cent wish to send them to
vocational schools.

—About 63 percent are
aaetilled and semi-skilled
laborers and 37percent do not
have any expressed employ-
ment.

—~Nutrition problems arise
from lack of affordability
and 10 percent hardly eat
three meals a day.

—~The clinic reports 29
percent are sick of respira-
tory diseases, 21 percent of
avitaminosis, 17 percent of
parasitism and 17 percent of
dermatitis-scabies,

ploy permanently regardless
of education one member of
every family affected by the
sellout and that it should put
up anti-pollution devices. So
far, only 20 percent of the
affected families are employ-
ed and no anti-pollution de-
vices have been installed.

The now-govemment-con.
trolled corporation (although
Herdis men 'still manage the
plant) is financed by Mitsu.
bishi, Taica (Japan) and Bau-
minter (Switzerland).

The corporation has dis-
located a group of people
with a distinct culture and a
life tied to the land, the
forested mountains and the
rivers, according to the
orientation seminar,

It has polluted rivers used
in transporting logs and in
curing them,

Chemicals in the plant’s
refuse, which is emptied in
the rivers, have killed dif-
ferent varieties of fish. Fur-
thermore, water in the rivers
is no longer fit for washing,
bathing and drinking.

The seminar believes that
the resistance of the people
against further incursions and
disregard of the Tingguians'
right over their communal
forests, communal pasture-
lands and the pollution of the
rivers has prompted mili-
tarization in the province. It
says there have been mass
arrests, illegal detention, cur-
few, evacuation and pass.

Military activities in Abra
seldom, if at all, get to print.
Only Cellophil’s goodness is
broadcast at DZPA, the prov-
ince’s only radio station,
during a Cellophil Hour.

For instance, a Cellophil
employee, who participated
in the formation of a labor
union and in bringing a peti-
tion to the govermor about
the critical condition of the
watersheds, was armrested
without warrant of arrest by
the military last March 1980.
He was reportedly brought to
the military camp in Bayto-
lina for solitary confinement
for allegedly taking up arms
against the government and
for subversion and propagan-
dizing. He was released on a
P12,000 bail last Dec. 28.

Some inhabitants were de-
tained for subversion for al-
legedly feeding NPA men,
and for not reporting NPA’s
activities, the seminar says.

Other cases of abuses, ac-
cording to seminar:

In certain areas, those who
inform the NPA of the where-
abouts of soldiers are fined
P12,000. Those who feed and
do not report the NPA’s

whereabouts are fined P5,000,

More
asylum
seekers

The United Nations High
Commissioner. for Refugees,
(UNHCR) emphasizing on the
cooperation of both the go-
vernment and the people to
help the Indochinese refu-
gees i3 gaining momentum.

The special refugee proces-
sing center in Bataan conti-
nues to accomodate more
asylum seekers, regularly dis-
embarked by the United
States Navy ships at Subic
Bay.

The center, which was
established during the 1979
boat people crisis, in line with
the government’s asylum poli-
cy, has now a population of
17,000 Vietnamese, Laotians
and Kampucheans.

These refugees stay at
Bataan from three to six
months during which they are
taught the culture and lan-
guage of the country where
they are to be resettled.

About 95percent of these
boat people are resettled in
the United States. Most of
the remaining five percent go
either to the West Germany
or to Norway.

The first asylum seekers,
mainly Vietnamese are camp-
ed at Puerto Princesa, Pala-
wan, and in a transit center
outside Metro Manila (FJR)
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HOODWINKED

Credit card investors
demand money back

By MAR G. DE VERA

Some 20,000 investors of
Convicard, a credit card firm
which is no longer honored
by many supermarkets, were
hoodwinked through subtle
and juicy come-ons. It had
50,000 investors.

Convicard, which began
operations two Yyears ago,
was as of last week being
pressured by the investors for
a return of their money.

But, WE Forum sources
said, Convicard appeared to
be unable to meet the de-
mands for investments with.
drawal. At best, the sources
said, the investors were pro-
mised they could get only a
small percentage of their
investments.

Some of the come-ons
were quarterly draws offering
big prizes to Convicard hol-
ders, semi-annual draws and a
grand draw every yearend.
These however, did not take
place.

One investor said that

after one yegr he was sup-
posed to get 10 to 12 per-
cent of his investment, After
one year however, he too was
told that he could “get only
30 percent of your invested
money."”

Renewal of credit cards,
investors later found out, lost
much. For every invested
amount they were supposed
to pay 20 percent, as “card
renewal expenses” or P100
for every P500. One share in
Convicard was valued at P100.

A male investor converted
his credit card into cash and
got only P60.

Another imvestor got 70
ercent of his PS00 invest-
ment.

Convicard, which belongs
to Jaren Marketing Corpora-
tion, was registered with the
Securities and Bxchange Com-
mission in June 1979 and
started operations in Decem-
ber that year.
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DRUG TRAFFIC

8,269 arrested for
drug traffic,abuse

KUALA LUMPUR, (AFP)
— Police arrested a total of
8,269 people, including 76
foreigners, for drug offenses
and seized about 724 Kkilo-
grams of drugs throughout
the country last vear.

This was disclosed by the
director of the Criminal In-
vestigation Department, Da-
tuk Abdul Rahman Ismail,
who said that in the previous
year, 5,610 people were
arrested and 114 kilograms of
drugs seized.

Of the number arrested
last year, 134 were held for
trafficking, 154 for drug use
and the rest for other drug
offenses.

He said that the amount
of opium, morphine, heroin
and ganja seized last year in-
creased tremendously com-
pared with that of 1980.

Datuk Abdul Rahman at-
tributed the success to the
expansion of the Anti-Narco-
tics Division and the joint in-
tensive efforts by the other
divisions in curbing the drug
problem.

That’'s what

of popular faces in the
screen,
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mia G, Velarde,
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per copy.
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20 other true identitias

Copies available at W/ /'orum offices,
Sr. Avenue, Quezon City (across Quezon Institute). Telephone:

However, he stressed that
chances of eradicating the
drug menace were slim unless
the public realized the
seriousness of the problem
and played its part.

Record haul

LONDON — British Cus-
toms officials, backed up by
police, seized a record 87
kilos (over 190 lbs) of heroin
in 1981 —twice the amount
for 1980 — a Customs report
revealed.

Approximately 80 percent
of the heroin, worth $28
million, was intended for the
British domestic market.

The total value of soft and
hard drugs seized last year
was over $100 million.

A total of 1,359 people
were arrested for drug smug-
gling.

But the report said seizures
of cocaine fell by 62 percent
compared to 1980, Customs
officials explained the drop
by a change in taste among
Britain's drug users.,

HANOI, (AFP) Viet-
nam, in a Foreign Ministry
White Paper issued here, has
reilerated against China its
claim to sovereignty over the
Paracel and Spratly Islands.

The Philippines is also a
claimant to the islands.

The White Paper said it
was not a case of a “dispute”
with China but of **China’s
occupation of and aggression
against the Hoang Sa (Pa-
racels) archipelago, an inte-
gral part of Vietnamese terri-
tory, and of its arrogant pre-

Nuclear explosions

STOCKHOLM,(AFP) — Forty-nine nuclear explosions
were carried out in 1981, the Hagfors Military Seismo-
logical Observatory said in a report sent to the disarma-

ment conference in Geneva.

The Soviet Union was responsible for 21 blasts; the
United States, 16; France, 11, and Britain, one. China
did not carry out any nuclear explosion , according to
the Observatory’s information.

Five of the Soviet blasts were for non-military pur-
poses, notably prospecting for new oil fields under the —

sea, the report said.

Al-Fatah setsup of fice
in Kuala Lumpur

KUALA LUMPUR, (AFP)

Malaysia is the first non-
Arab country to have allowed
the Al-Fatah Organization, a
faction of the Palestine Libe-
ration Organization (PLO) to
set up an office in its capital.

Culture, Youth and Sports
Minister  Datuk  Mokhtar
Hashim, who represented the
Foreign Minister. told the
Senate that the permission
was granted in June, 1969,

* ALL STAR CAST +

If not about thaeir lovelife, thair quar-
rels, intrigues in the movieworld and
their latest movies what is thare to
write about movie stars?

105-B E. Rodriguez,

T

The government had also
given an office building with
electricity and water supply
and a free car to Al-Fatah as
a token of its support for
the PLO.

He was tabling a bill to
amend diplomatic privileges

(Vienna Convention) Act
1966.
Datuk  Mokhtar  said

Malaysia accorded full diplo-
matic status to the PLO on
Aug. 19 last year and declared
its recognition three days
later to mark the Al-Agsa
Mosque Day,

“ﬁ

Asian,
racial
victims
in U. K.

NEW DELHI, (AFP)
Foreign Minister Narasimha
Rao has informed Parliament
that according to a recent
study it was found that 69.7
percent of racial victims in
U.K. were Asians.

Stating this in the Lower
House during question time,
Rao said the study also
showed that ethnic minorities
and particularly the Asians
Indians, Pakistanis and Bang-

ladeshis — suffered dispropor-
tionately more from racial
aftacks.

The British government,

he said, felt that a larger
recruitment of persons of
Asian origin in the police
[orce would be “very useful”
towards checking racial vio-
lence in that country,

Rao said thal he was told

tensions  to the other Viet-
namese  archipelago  the
Troung Sa (the Spratlys).

The White Paper quoted’
Vietnamese and foreign texts
“proving that the Vietnam-
ese state has long and con-
tinuously exercised its sove-
reignty over the archipela-
goes,” adding that “the
Hoang Sa and Truong Sa have
never been Chinese territo-

The White Paper accused
Peking of trying progressively

Vietnam renews claim over Spratly

to gain control of the South
China Sea — which Vietnam
calls the Eastern Sea — and

of harboring expansionist
designs against Southeast
Asia,

It noted that in Jan. 1974
Chinese Air and Naval Forces
attacked the Paracels, then
administered by the (South
Vietnamese) “Nguyen Van
Thieu regime.” This, the
White Paper said, was an act
of aggression against Vietnam,

No unemployment
problem in Singapore

SINGAPORE, (AFP)
Singapore i§ unlikely to face
unemployment in the next
five to 10 years barring a maj-
or collapse of the world
economy.

This is the assessment of
two senior economists at the
National University of Singa-
pore who expressed optimism
despite an unemployment in-
crease expected in indus-
trialized countries this year,

One of them was quoted
by the Straits Times as saying
that Singapore’s labor force
was growing at nearly two
percent yearly, and a 5 to 6

percent growth of the eco-

nomy per annum would ab-
sorb the new workforce.

The Singapore economy
grew by 9.7 percent last year,
and its growth this year is
set at about 8 to 10 percent,
according to Prime Minister
Lee Kuan Yew’s New Year
message.

The economists expressed
confidence that Singapore
can achieve at least 5 to 6
percent growth this year des-
pite the recession in the in-
dustrialized world,

He pointed out that the
Republic’s economy was now
diversified enough to with-
stand the effects of recession
transmitted from the West,

“Unless there is a major
collapse of the world eco-
nomy, the current recession
will not have a drastic effect
on the Republic,” he was
quoted as saying.

Singapore will also benefit
from the expected growth in
the Pacific region including
Japan, South Korea, Taiwan
and Hongkong, he added.

Unemployment at the end
of June last year was only 2.9
percent. This figure could be
deceptive, he said, because
people already employed

by the British Home Secre-
tary, William Whitelaw, last
November that not many per-
sons were forthcoming to

join the police force.

could be on the register for
hetter jobs.

Another economist pointed
out that in the 1974-75
period, when the industrial-
ized countries suffered a
severe recession, Singapore
managed positive growth
rates and did not suffer
serious unemployment prob-
lems.

Now the growth rate may
be trimmed, and this he said
would be a good thing for the
Republic's economy which he
described as “overheated.”

Unjust
pressure
on bold
paper

MANAGUA, (AFP) —
The Nicaraguan opposition
newspaper La Prensa com-
plaired it is being subjected
to ‘“‘unjust pressure” by
the leftist Sandinista re-
gime as the paper was
printed again Jan. 18 fol-
lowing a three-day suspen-
sion,

A front-page editorial
said La Prensa was a vic-
tim of pressure because
of its “independence and
ardent defense of demo-
cracy.

La Prensa was suspended
because three demonstra-
tors were allegedly
wounded by shots from
the newspaper’s building,

An editorial said trou-
ble started when people
demonstrating in the street
against the paper fired
shots in the air. Newspa-
per guards then fired into
the air too, but demonstra-
tors fired back, according
to La Prensa’s account,

It said the newspaper’s
staff work ‘“‘under the
most terrible pressure,
under daily insults, threats
and slander.”
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Editorial

Credit to Barbers

It’s a good thing that the Batasang Pambansa
finally saw merit in the demands of vice-mayors that
they be designated acting mayors in the absence of
the latter. For a time, it looked like the Batasan
would stick to a provision in the Local Government
Code that had created so much fuss and insulted vice-
mayors. This provision granted the mayors the
authority to designate officers-in-charge of their
respective towns in their absence of not more than
one month. In one instance in Cagayan, a janitor
acted as officer-in-charge.

The change of heart among the lawmakers is to be
credited to Manila Vice-Mayor James Barbers. He had
spearheaded the move that vice-mayors automatically
take over the administration of the local governments
in the absence of the mayars.

It was a daring move on the part of Barbers. But
he had to act because he knew that it was a just
cause.

Other vice-mayors, or any elective official for
that matter, should take note of the example shown

by Barbers. That way, the people who elected them
would be served justifiably. After all, they were put
to office to serve their constituents and not to fatten
their asses.

Dear Editor

Lost democracy

to know that in the Philip-
pines there is no freedom of
the press, military harassment
prevails, people are curtailed
of their liberties as citizens.
In short, the democratic pro-
cesses are lost. The povem-
ment has adopted another
system of ruling.

Many Filipinos going to
the U.S. end up permanently
staying there so they could
enjoy their individual rights
and privileges deprived of
them by the present regime.

While many Filipinos mi-
grate to the US. just to
escape from the oppressive
system, those who are less
fortunate lessen their grief, at
least psychologically speak-
ing, by writing to friends
and relatives abroad about
their sad plight.

They want the Americans

(Sgd.) BILLY ORTEGA
Assistant-Secretary General
Federal Party (Exponent of
Philippine Statehood, USA)
Bo. Santolan, Pasig, Metro
Manila
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A J0'SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A VISION

We've received enough
rumors about ‘WE Forum
for our laugh bin so it's
time we spill them out to
you just for fun.

Rumor: We Forum is
owned and managed by
cronies of President Mar-
cos that's why it is being
allowed to circulate.

Fact: WE Forum is re-
gistered with the Bureau
of Domestic Trade (No.
82-00090, renewal certifi-
cate) and the defunct Phil-
ippine Council for Print
Media (Certificate No.
387) as a single proprie-
torship business. It is ex-
clusively and solely owned
by the publishereditor
who has no other business
interest to protect nor is
he beholden to any mem-
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Publisher's Notes

ber of the official and un-

Funny rumors
about WE Forum

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

official Marcos family,
unlike the publishers of
major daily newspapers.

Rumor: Joe Burgos, Jr.
is an llocano, like Mr.
Marcos, and is therefore
“one of the boys.”

Fact: Yes, Joe Burgos,
Ir. is an llocano from llo-
cos Sur. So are Jose Ma.
Sison, Antonio Zumel and

With a grain of salt

&
Ladies and gentlemen
of the Board:

Above all, allow me to
congratulate you for being
appointed to your sensi-
tive positions. With this
opportunity to be of serv-
ice to our country, you
and your spouses, chil-
dren, grandchildren, aunts
and uncles, first and
second cousins, would be
afforded a chance to see
films and TV shows which
the general public may not
be allowed to see — all for
free. Some people would
give their eye-teeth to be
able to ‘reap this bonan-
za. And since most of you
are over 65, | can very
well imagine how your sex
lives would get a tremen-
dous lift, as it were, after
viewing some X-rated
films.

Now to come to the
second purpose of this
letter. I'm thinking of pro-
ducing a film titled “‘Init
sa  Singit.” Hold your
horse! This isn’t going to
be a bomba filmbut a
documentary, a scientific
documentary, as a matter
of fact. My film
graphically depict what
happens when people wear

people
poor

soldered to their

 Telophone Nos. 61-31-79; 40-08 -25

L

will

very tight jeans. Doubt-
less you have seen many
old and young,
men and women, rich and
wearing jeans so
tight they are practically
skins.
You might have wondered,
as | have, how the wearers
get in and out of those

Open letter
to censors

By ARMANDO J. MALAY

very tight trousers. Do
they lie in bed or on the
floor while somebody else
pulls their jeans off? Can
they do it by themselves?
How do they manage in
small toilets?

Worse, come summer,
won’t they develop rashes
and lesions in their crot-
ches? How do they scratch
when there’s need to
scratch? '

These are the medical
aspects of wearing tight
jeans, and my picture will
vividly show the rashes,
the ugly welts, the lesions

that such clothes pro-
duce,
Would you approve

such a picture? I'd like to
know this early as 1 don’t
want to waste money if,
after all, it won't get your
approval,

I'm particularly worried
about the opening scene.
[t begins with just two
yoices. Dialogue: “Masi-
kip e!” “Sandali lang, Give
it a try.” “Talagang masi-
kip e,”” “Eto na, eto na!”
The camera then pans (o
two female (or male) teen-
agers, one helping the
other shed off her (or his)
jeans, There’s a basketball
in a comner, as the pair had
just played a game.

Ladies and gentlemen,
if you think the film is
educational, let me know
right away so | can begin
shooting.

Again congratulations.

AIM

other natives of the “Solid
North* who have not sold
their convictions and prin-
ciples.

Rumor: WE Forum is
being supported by Cardi-
nal Sin and other members
of the Catholic clergy.

Fact: Yes, WE Forum is
being supported by priests
and nuns who long for jus-
tice and freedom for all
but their support is far
greater than what money
can buy — their prayers,

Rumor: WE Forum isa
CIA creation,

Fact: WE Forum is no-
body’s creation. It was
conceived and created by a
simple need to keep  the
flame of truth a-bumning.
Its birth was witnessed
in 1977 by young college
editors who wanted to
exercise and perpetuate
the peoples’ right to know.

Rumor: WE Forum is
an opposition paper.

Fact: WE Forum is an
independent  newspaper
which, in the first place,
every newspaper should
be. The most basic role of
a publication is to inform
and enlighten the people,
whether what it prints is
for or against any adminis-
tration. WE Forum is
exactly doing that primary
function by offering its
pages to every conceivable
viewpoint no matter where
it comes from — a poli-
tical  oppositionist, a
simple farmer with a griev-
ance, a student crying for
reforms, or even an ad-
ministration apologist. Our
only criteria is that their
writings should be respon-
sible and within the
bounds of the laws of libel

and decency. It just so
happens that the martial
law experience has either
cowed our newspapermen
into silence or ‘“‘comfort-
ed” them into submission
to the whims and caprices
of the powers-that-be. So,
we see the sad spectacle
of our major newspapers
ignoring legitimate dissent-
ers, Because WE Forum is
not controlled by any
group — pro or anti ad-
ministration — every pro-
testing voice is welcome to

Our pages,
Rumor: Burgos is not
really an

impoverished

.ah:‘""ll/a‘

publisher. He owns a man-
sion and a Mercedes Benz.
Fact: Burgos has man-
aged to keep both ends
meet through the sweat of
his brows and honest toil.
He is renting an apart-
ment and drives a Toyota
station wagon which he
uses to deliver copies of
WE Forum and Malaya, The
car has not been fully paid.
for. The first — and last
— time Burgos drove a
Mercedes was when, as a
police reporter of the de-
funct Manila Times-Daily
Mirror-Taliba  chain  of
newspapers, he posed as a
wealthy student to join a
gang of Tondo drug ad-
dicts and, with the police,
busted a syndicate of dope
pushers. For this, and
other dangerous news
paper exploits, he was
named one of the Ten
Outstanding Young Men
of the Philippines (1970 in
the field of journalism).
Rumor: A top Marcos
bootlicker is listed as the
true owner of WE Forum
in the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC).
Fact: How can this be?
We Forum has not yet
been incorporated and
therefore, it has no papers
with the SEC. We are plan-
ning to incorporate but
our papers are still with
our lawyers.
Rumor: WE Forum isa
subversive newspaper.

Fact: Who is the real
subversive? One who strug:
gles for truth, freedom and

justice? Or one who sub-
verts the will of the peo-
ple and perpetrates abuses
and violence against the
innocent?

on‘t waste
your time. Lost
riches may be
rega‘me,d but
Lost time can
navey be
recovered.
= Emilio Jacwnto

Colleckion

L:G Jon Bernales

R |
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Views & Interviews

Missiles or
Kuwitis

By Prof. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALES

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzales on the news of
the day by Metro aide who studies at the University of
Laff, majoring in street-sweeping.

Q. Professor, my name is Imelda Kuldapia. I am a doc-
toral student at the world famous University of Laff.
I am interested in your views on the news of the day.
I like your sweeping ideas, you see I am street clean-
er majoring in street-sweeping, May I interview you?

A. Why of course, Mrs. Kuldapia.

Q. Miss pa po ako. Very well, 1 will cite the NEWS and
you give me your COMMENTS. Is this okey with
you?

A. Fine.

NEWS

*“‘82 will be better — FM” (Daily Express, 20
January.)
COMM. As it says — For Me.

NEWS “Constitution in period of ferment... Continua-

tion of text of Speech of President Marcos..."
(Ddily Express, 20 January)

COMM. Constitution in period of torment is a better
term.

NEWS

“Batasan okays S-year development plan™
(Daily Express, 20 January)
COMM. Efficient rubber stamp.

NEWS “1982 a ‘difficult’ year for business, Zobel

says” (Daily Express, 4 January)
COMM. That’s part of the S-year plan of the govern-
ment, Zobel, | suppose.

NEWS

“Metro roads work begins’ (Bulletin, 20 Jan-

uary)
COMM. Only now?

NEWS

PRESIDENT MARCOS has wamed the opposi-
tion to stay clear of violence as a weapon for
dissent..... It’s time idle tongues knew that the
balance of terror is not in their hands” (Daily
Express, 19 January)

COMM. President Marcos should not use the military
as a weapon to terrorize people with martial

law, someday even the military will under-
stand this,

NEWS  “We'll kill him" (Daily Express, 19 January)
COMM. Don’t.
NEWS

“Las Pifias Mayor Hits Pasay Folk on Garbage
Site” (Evening Post, 19 January)

COMM. Don’t plame city folk for the garbage. They pay
taxes so that garbage is collected by the govern-
ment, where else will they put their garbage,

‘Philippine scene

Money to

pay GSIS?

. By RAUL M. GONZALEZ

Tidbidts: A handwrit-
ten note in a bulletin
board inside the News
Center 4 newsroom, pur-
portedly scribbled by a
top man of the MPI reads:
“Reporters  lay-off the
Anido and Manotoc sto-
ries’””  Comment: Bakit
kaya?

Correction: In WE Fo-
rum’s last week issue,
Quitong Villanueva, IBP
governor for Northern Lu-
zon Region, was mention-
ed as IBP Central Luzon
govemor. | apologize for
that lapse. It is not fair to
my  classmate Ramon
Nisce, who was just recent-
ly acquitted by the Sandi-
ganbayan after an able de-
fense for him by former
Senator, Justice, defender
of Lydia Dean and now
Assemblyman Taning Fer-
nandez,

® & ®

Likewise in the same is-
sue, becauseof lapse in the
printing, the ungallant and
unFilipinro remark of that
lawyer while in Japan that
those Filipina dancers
were “‘prostitutes” was not
mentioned. You see, |
want this clear so the legal
profession will know how
some lawyers, expected to
be ‘‘responsible,” behave
so that in the future, or-
ganizations should do well
to scrutinize the creden-
tials of people they send to
international conferences.

LN

By the way, a leading
member of the Bar men-
tioned to us during a
meeting last week that,
while he was having snacks
inside a 5-Star hotel in
Makati some two weeks
before the Harrison Plaza

e )

Opinion

This is my own

Power of
the press

By JOAQUIN R. ROCES
The Press can publish that which is not true
But it cannot make what it published true

The Press can suppress what is really the Truth
But it cannot keep it from being the Truth

The Press can try to destroy others with lies
But then destroys itself, its credibility dies

The Press can with vain words any man glorify
But only the people, only they sanctify

The Press can announce the govemment controlled price
But it has no goods for sale at that price

The Press can perform its true mission with fervor
But only if it stands above fear and above favor

The Press can paint a rosy picture with ease
But it is the true situation that counts

Not the Press Release

for a 1977 white Colt Gallant probably, being
driven by a dead driver.

NEWS *“Prosecution

presents 4

hazing witnesses™

in Malacafiang?

NEWS “Garbage pileup in Manila deplored” (Evening
Post, 19 January)

COMM. Ah, but the Film Festival site is indeed clean,
What hypocrisy!

NEWS “Brawn-to-brain shift in school emphasis cited”
(Bulletin, 5 January)

COMM. What brain is the MEC talking about?

NEWS ‘PC issues Manotoc car alarm’ (Bulletin, 5
January)

COMM. Calling all cars, calling all cars, be on lookout

_—

(Bullerin, 16 January)

COMM. Is it true that the General’s son was in the first
place not physically fit to be admitted to the
PMA? Just asking,

NEWS  “RP missiles, other arms set for display” (Bul-
letin, 20 December)

COMM. Kuwitis,

NEWS  “Anido case closed™ (Bulletin, 10 January)

COMM. Someday his case will rise again, like others of
those who died like him. No one in his right
mind thinks Anido committed suicide because
of a girl. Could it be he got killed because of a
girl? Ride the jeepneys and find out.

fire, somebody already
mentionedto him that the
place will be burned. Then
another lawyer with us
commented: “Is it true
that Fabar was able to re-
move all its cars on dis-
play and all its office
equipment down to the
last typewriter from its
Harrison Plaza showroom
shortly before the fire?”
Kung totoo, seguro may-
roong ESP ang mga taga
Fabar... Then 1 met a
mediaman the other day
and he, too, commented
that the raffle car on top
of a platform on display
at the Harrison Plaza quad-

rangle was, likewise, saved.
LR

The mediaman  said:
“Walang driver, naka susi
ang kotse, walang gasolina,
papaano na save fyon?"
Strange, ano? Some people
are even saying that the
owners of the razed com-
mercial complex are un-
perturbed by the fire be-
cause theyare actually, in-
tending to put up a new
five-storey complex in the
area. But it is a pity for
the small storeowners who
may not have enough in-
surance to restart opera-
tions,
LE N

I was just going over
the loan agreement dated
Dec. 19, 1980, between
the GSIS and the Inte-

grated Bar on that P10
million building loan. For
the amount of loan, the
IBP is required to pay
*“12 percent interest per
annum, compounded
monthly.” In other words,
for interests alone, the IBP
must pay some P1.2 mil-
lion a year to the GSIS,
exclusive of amortizations
on the principal. On top of
this, the organization is
also required to insure the
building for an amount
*not less than P16,583,-
000." Worse, there is a
provision that in the event
the maximum rates of in-
terests are increased by the
government authorities
concemned, the IBP “recog-
nizes the right of the GSIS
to correspondingly adjust
the rates of interests and
the monthly amortiza-
tions.” Meaning that the
12 percent interests per
annum compounded
monthly, could still go
higher. Since interests
rates have already been in-
creased by the Central
Bank, it is, therefore, pos-
sible that the IBP is now
paying more than 12 per-
cent per annum com-
pounded monthly.
- %

I am not trying to be a
Cassandra, but I really
shudder to imagine the
financial fix the IBP now
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Dead men tell no tales.

There is no truism truer
than that.

From all indications at
this point, Tommy Mano-
toc, the gifted playboy
who could figure out a
winning play on the bas-
ketball court with the
same sure eye that he
could drive a golf ball into
a farflung hole, is no long-
er alive and kicking.

He was not as adept or
lucky in the games of the
heart. He had miscalcula-
ted the odds. And he had
to pay the price for his
poor judgment. He should
have known he could not
win them all. There had to
be a first time.

That is why most pro-
bably his latest mother-in-
law had to express her
regrets for having said in
an earlier interview with
the Associated Press that
she would “resign all my
positions if that boy is kill-
ed.” She did not want to
be misunderstood and the

risks were too great for

ultimate success. And that
is also why his own family
told the We Forum editors
that they are now “ready
for the worst.”

The President had said
that he hoped Tommy
would come out alive and
then be able to tell his
own story, After all, hope
springs etemal and quien
sabe? “There are more
things in heaven and earth,
Horatio, than are dreamt
of in your philosophy.”

The first ransom note,
if indeed it was a ransom
note, from the kidnappers,
laid down the conditions
for Tommy’s release. And
whoever sent that note
knew it for a fact that the
Manotocs could not pos-
sibly comply with the con-
ditions set for the relcase,
So, if they were not com-
plied with, nobody would
be to blame if Tommy's
life would be forfeit. For,
where would the Manotoc
family get the P20 million,
and how could they effect
the release of the detainees
mentioned in the alleged
ransom note?

There was this second
“ransom note.”” The Mano-
tocs made their reply, in
accordance with the ins-
tructions set by the mys-

Is Manotoc
still alive?

AW By ERNESTO R.RODRIGUEZ JR.

terious kidnapers, but
nothing has happened
since then. On the basis of
these circumstances, it is
obvious that the whole
episode of ransom notes
was a cruel charade, in-
tended to lay the ground
for a crime that not a few
believe will ever be solved
during their lifetime.

The unusual quietude
that now prevails over any
developments, if indeed
there are any, is ominous.
And the few items that
appear in the newspapers
which are all tautological,
warmed-up stories, typical-
ly convenient military fic-
tion intended to cover up
embarassing situations, do
not augur well for those
who hope that Tommy
Manotoc is still alive and
well. If Tommy shows up,
how many faces will be
red?

Those who have some-
thing to do with the kid-
napping know the psycho-
logy of the Filipino, quick
to seethe but easy to for-
get. They know that in
time everyone will fail to
remember  that it ever
happened at all. And be-
sides what can they do
about it, considering the
circumstances? It will just
be another incident, a
crime if you will, that de-
fies solution. For, who
still remembers Jabidah?
Who still remembers_Pri-
mitivo Mijares? Who still
remembers Plaza Miran-
da? Who still remembers
Floro Crisologo? Who still
remembers General Bau-
tista? Who still remembers
Jose B. Lingad? So, who

will remember Tommy
Manotoc a vear from
now’

Which reminds: me of a
nursery rhyme: “Who kill-
ed Cock Robin? */ ‘I, said
the Sparrow, / ‘With my
bow and arrow, / | killed
Cock Robin,'! |/ All the
birds of the air fell a-sigh-
ing and a-sobbing / When
they heard ol the death of
poor Cock Robin. |
“*Who saw him die? ' "

Dead men tell no taless

LR B

Whatever has happened
to the coconut levy con-
troversy? Was that just an-
other seven-day wonder?
A tempest in a teapot?

I lit another cigareite and
took a sip ol the cold colfee

left in my cup. Imelda
quickly put thoughts of Mija-
res aside and resumed here
earlier warm tone,

*“| really appreciate our
discussion. | wonder if there
is some way that you could
talk with the President. | am
convinced it would be very
fruitful.”

The idea intrigued me. A
private meeting with Marcos,
similar to the one | was
having with Imelda, could in-
deed be very constructive.
But | immediately saw the
problem.

“Mrs. Marcos, | would wel-
come a meeting with your
husband and would not hesi-
tate to fly with you to Ma-
nila right now, but | am
afraid such a meeting might
do more harm than good,
both to you and to the oppo-
sition."”

“Why?" she asked, as if
she considered the idea of
going back with her possi-
ble.

“Well, although I consider
myself as much a Filipino at
heart as any native, the fact
is that 1 am an American,
and your countrymen view
me as a foreigner. It would
not look good for Mr. Mar-
cos to appear negotiating the
internal affairs of the Philip-
pines with a foreigner when
he should be having a dialo-
gue with the Filipino opposi-

Much ado about nothing?
Much cry and little wool?
Was that just a hill of
beans? Did its combatants
make mountains out of
molehills? Pure gimcrack-
ery’?

Why are the star prota-
gonists suddenly quiet?
Why is everybody tongue-
tied, as quiet as a clam?
Did somebody crack the
whip? Party discipline,
maybe? Did thecontract
for a coco-chemical plant
serve to placate those who
were vociferous for the
lifting of the levy? Did
the parties opposing the
moguls of the coconut in-
dustry realize that it
would be more pragmatic
if they toed the line?

After all, you cannot
fight City Hall. Not during
these times, anyway,

My attention was called
last Monday to an appar-
ently significant item on
the business page of the
Daily Express. It said in
part: “"At the same time,
(Commercial Bank of Ma-
nila Chairman Teodoro F,)
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Two ‘terrorists’ meet

CONDENSED VERSION OF STEVE PSINAKIS' BOOK

PART XLIV

Moratorium sought

tion. Similarly, my own
friends in the opposition
would resent such a meeting.
Although many opposition
leaders, both politicians and
young activists, respect my
concern [or the Filipino peo-
ple, they certainly would and
should resent any action on
my part that could be inter-
preted as negotiation on their
behalf.”

“You are quite right,” she
said. *“Perhaps you could
meet another time soon when
the situation has changed. In
the meantime we must do
what we can to stop the
violence and bloodshed. We
must move peacefully toward
full normalization. Steve, we
need some time to convince
the people that the Presi-
dent is sincere, Can we have
a moratorium?”’

The question surprised me,
It surprised me because I did
not expect Imelda to admit
the seriousness of the threat
posed by the urban guerril-
las. | knew she was afraid
of the Destabilization Plan,
and | felt our frank discus-
sion had increased, not dec-
reased, her fear, But still,
I did not expect her to admit
it by asking for a morato-
rium.

I was also pleased be-
cause | felt that she had

In Brazil, Cambodia and
Argentina the military regime
seized power from elected
governments or popular ru-
lers. Within a few weeks of
the coup, a mission from the
IMF WB arrived in each coun-
try to advise the new rulers
on the reorganization of

wisely decided to abandon
her bluffing. It was a sign
she understood the prob-
lem and wanted to face the
issue squarely.

“Mrs, Marcos, the question
of a moratorium is a tough
one with many ifs and buts,
However, | am glad you are
asking. | think you are on
the right track.”

“Why should it be so
hard?"” she asked. “We seem
to agree that some time is
needed to convince the
people of the President’ sin-
cerity. The President cannot
move forward while the
rebels continue their bom-
bings and killings. Please give
us a moratorium for a few
months.”

*“l am afraid 1 have to
repeat myself once more,
lest | be misunderstood or
appear to misrepresent the
facts. I am in no position
to grant a moratorium or to
speak for the rebels in any
way. Even Ninoy, as | men-
tioned earlier,. is in no posi-
tion to speak categorically

for them. However. ., . .”
Imelda interrupted, I
understand and appreciate

that. Will you then help us
get a moratorium?”

[ was now more ‘comfor-
table with her question. It
indicated she was seeing the

PART I

their economy.

In the Philippines the WB
involvement undertakings hit-
herto untried with other
countries. With the hundred
million dollar loan to the
Philippine government for the
reform of the elementary

Valencia® disclosed that
Combank and the Central
Bank have jointly asked
the SIJ])H_‘,IIIL’ Court Lo
clarify whether Combank
is liable to pay some
P50-60 million in accrued
interests on advances sec
ured from the CB by the
Overseas Bank ol Manila
(Combank's predecessor).

*Valencia said that an
earlier Supreme Court de-
cision provided that all
deposits locked-in in OBM
are not entitled to be paid

interests while OBM was

not in business.

*In the same vein, Va-
lencia said, Combank is of
the opinion that CB is not
entitled to what had beesn
denied the depositors.

“*Assemblyman Emma-
nuel Pelaez is handling
Combank’s appeal to the
Supreme Court,”

No comment,

(Editor’s note: This co-
lumn was submitted be-
fore the President deliver-
ed his “State of the Na-
tion™ address last Tuesday
alternoon.)

TWC
TERRORIGI

problem more clearly.

“Mrs. Marcos, 1 would be
more than just willing to help
bring about a moratorium. I
would actually be proud to
help if Mr. Marcos created
the conditions to justify a
moratorium. As a matter of
fact, I'll go further. Although
I have no right to speak
for others,in this case I feel
I can tell you that, under
the right conditions, Ninoy,
whose  influence  really
counts, would be delighted to
help call for a moratorium.
I know how Ninoy feels on
this subject. He wants to
avoid violence as much as
you do.”

“All right then; let’s have a
moratorium for four to six
months and give us a chance
to prove the President’s since-
rity and intention to move
toward normalization.”

TO BE CONTINUED)

World Bank criticized

school system, the WB enters
a new initiative in invest-
=ent for the development of
a specific educational focus
of great interest to its client
states hungering for cheap
labor in the LDCs,

The secrecy that charac-
terizes most WB dealings
especially contracts with the
authoritarian regimes of the
LDCs (the Philippines not
excepting) is notorius. Be-
cause it is known for its
outspoken criticism of the
practices and policies of ..
gimes it tries to extend loans
to, most of these appraisal
reports (e.g. The Ascher Re-
port, the suppressed 400-
page Urban Development Re-
port) are kept secret bHv
the affected bureaucracy -
ruling regime in the LDC,

(TO BE CONTINUED)
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The profile of conversion
of the no-par value shares to
par value shares may be illus-
trated by the following:

2) 1B September 1979

1) 4 September 1979
No-Par Value Shares

:ggg{lgg Stated Value
\000,0 P495 000,000
5.006,000

Conversion of No-Par Value Shares to P1.00 Par Valuc Shares

No - Par
Value Shares  Stated Value
4,000,000 P495,000,000
1,000,000 5.000,000

No. of P1.00 Par Total Par

Value Shares Value
495 Million P495 Million
5 Million 5 Million

Judicial notices

REPUBLIC OF THE
PHILIPPINES
CITY OF MANILA.
OFFICE OF THE —
SHERIFF

—00o0—

NOTICE OF SALE ON
EXTRA-JUDICIAL
FORECLOSURE OF
REAL PROPERTY UN-
DER ACT 3135, AS
AMENDED

WHEREAS, on the Bth
day of December, 1978, a
certain REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGE was exe-
cuted by CORAZON DE
CASTRO JOYA, married
to Nicanor Joya, and
SPOUSES OCTAVIO H.
CASTOR AND LOURDES
V. CASTOR, Mortgagors,
in favor eof PHILIPPINE
BANK OF COMMUNICA-
TIONS, Mortgagee;

WHEREAS, for and in
consideration of a loan of
ONE HUNDRED FORTY
THREE THOUSAND PE-
SOS (P143,000.00), said
mortgagors offered as se-
curity certain real proper-
tylies situated in the City
of Manila, more particular-
ly described as follows:

TRANSFER
CERTIFICATE OF
TITLE NO. 94959-

MANILA

PARCELA DE TER-
RENO, con el edificio
chalet, existente en el mis-
mo, cituado por su [rente
en la Calle Real, que
conduce a Paranaque, Dis-
trito de Malate. Linda por
el Norte solar de Rafael
C. de Inchausti; y el
Qeste la calle Real que al
Este terreno de Nuestra
Senora de Guia; al Sur
golar de Rafael C, de
Inchausti; y al Oesta la
calle Real gque conduce a
Paranaque; Partiendo de la
arrista Normesto del mo-
jon de Fabrica situado en
la interseccion del custa-
do al FEste de la calle
Real Que conduce a Pa-
ranague con el mas al Sur
e ta Vit Ciuz X x X X X}
Esta parcela limitada por
cuatro lineas rectas, mide
TRES CIENTOS OCHO
METROS CUADRADOS
Y CUARENTA Y CUA-
TRO DECIMETROS
CUADRADOS (308.44)
XXX XXX,

Together with all the
buildings and improve-
ments erected thereon.

WHEREAS, the condi-
tions and terms of said
real estate mortgage were
said to have been violated
by the mortgagors for fai-
lure of said morigagors
to. fulfill his/their obliga-
tion thereunder;

AND, WHEREAS, in
order to effect the extra-
judicial foreclosure of said
real estate mortgage under
Act 3135, as amended by
Act 4118, the mortgagors
has/have appointed the
mortgagee as his/their at-
torney-in-fact, for the pur-
pose of selling the mort-
gaged property described
above;

NOW, THEREFORE,
by virtue of the authority
granted to the mortgagee
and upon verified petition
of the mortgagee, thru
MR. RICARDO M. GAR-
DIOLA Assistant Ma-
nager, the undersigned
Sheriff of Manila, announ-
ces that at 10:30 o’clock
in the morning or soon
thereafter, on FEBRUA-
RY 4, 1982, at the south
entrance to the City Hall,
facing Philippine Normal
College, Manila, he will,
or thru any of his depu-
ties, sell at public auction
the real property described
above to the highest bid-
der for C A 8§ H and in
Philippine Currency to sa-
tisfy the obligation of the
mortgagors in the sum of
P85,658.49, plus interests,
attorney's fees, sheriff’s
fees and the expenses of
sale,

Prospective buyers and
bidders are hereby enjoin-
ed to investigate for them-
selves Lhe title to the
property above-described,
and the encumbrances
thereon, if any there be,

Manila, Philippines,
December 2 1981,

(Sgd.) NICANOR E.

SILVANO
Sheriff of Manila
NOTE:

Award of publication
hereof in the “WE FO-
RUM" drawn by lot in
accordance with law,

WE FORUM
16 & 23,

Jan. 9, 1982

PARTII

4. Ten percent (10%) of
the interest income of the
P495 million invested by the
Coconut Industry Investment
Fund in UNICOM was al-
legedly paid to its Board of
Directors and Officers as
management bonus —

This is not true. In fact, |
dare say, it is a malicious false-
hood intended to injure our
honor and reputation,

The Coconut Industry
Fund subscription of P495
million was placed in a time
deposit since UNICOM was
not yet in full operation
when the subscription was

paid. Shortly therealter, the
deposit was withdrawn to li-

nance the copra huying ope-
rations ol UNICOM. It is
normal practice [or business
corporations to place their
idle funds in interest bearing
deposits even if the funds
remain idle only for a short
while. The earnings of the
P49S5 million on time deposit
up to the time il was with-
drawn for operation was P 2 -
057,000. net of withholding
tax. This is nowhere near the
P59.4 million mouthed pub-
licly and falsely by our cri-
tics.

It is true that the By-Laws
of UNICOM provide that 5%
of the net profits of the cor-
poration shall be paid to
management and 5% to the
members of the Board of Di-
rectors, a practice cuirent
among some publicly held

F. QUINTO,

LILIAN LI. QUINTO,
Petitioner

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
PASIG, METRO-MANILA
BRANCH XIX

IN THE MATTER OF THE INTESTATE
ESTATE OF THE DECEASED NEMESIO

SP. PROC. NO. 9592

X

AMENDED NOTICE OF HEARING

A verified petition dated 7 May 1981 was filed by

Lilian Li. Quinto praying that she he appointed adminis-
trator of the estate of her deceased husband Nemesio
Quinto, who died without a Will on 12 January 1981
while a resident of Taguig, Metro-Manila.

The deceased left an estate consisting of a conjugal
house and lot worth P150,000.00, savings and current
deposits, stock certificates and a saflety deposit box, He
was survived by his wife, the petitioner herein, and his
parents,

Notice is hereby given that the petition will be
heard before this Court, sitting at the Hall of Justice,
Capitol Compound, Pasig, Metro-Manila on 12 February
1982 at 9:00 a.m., at which place, date, and hour all
interested persons are cited to appear and show cause,
if any they have, why the said petition should not be
granted, (Sec. 3, Rule B0, Rules of Court),

Let this notice be published once a week for three
(3) consecutive weeks, at the expense of the petitioner,
in a newspaper of general circulation in the Philippines.

SO ORDERED.

Pasig, Metro-Manila 28 December 1981.

(Sgd.) SANTIAGO RANADA JR,
Judge

WE FORUM
Jan, 16, 23 & 30, 1982

Settlement of Estate has been entered as Doc. No,
No. 32, Book No. I, Series of 1982 of the Notarial Register
of Atty. Luis A. Maglaya of Rizal, by the heirs of Salvador
E. Sarinas and Rita O. Sarinas who died intestate on April 27,
1967 and Feheune: 200 1280, respectively, and will be filed
at the Registert of Deeds of Rizal and Manila upon comple-
tion of three weeks publication (January 16, 23 and 30, 1982).

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL
SETTLEMENT OF STATE

Notice Is hereby given that a Deed of Extra-judicial
156, Page

companies. Yet, this profit-

sharing scheme has not been
implemented because of the
unanimous voluntary waiver
by UNICOM’s Board and
management in spite of the
fact that UNICOM has earned
profits in its operations. Nor
have the members of the
Board received any per diems
or transportation allowances
for their attendance at board
meetings Mr, Cojuangco does
not receive any salary or com-
pensation from the company.
Neither do |.

5. UNICOM allegedly buys
copra only from “selected”
dealers —

The most favored dealer is
the Philippine Coconut Pro-
ducers Federation (COCO-
FED) Marketing Corporation,
or COCOMARK, a corpora-
tion owned by the coconut
farmers established pursuant
to LOI 857.

COCOMARK has esta-
blished cooperative copra col-
lecting centers engaged in the
direct purchase of copra from
the coconut farmers and the
direct sale of the product to
end-users which the coconut
farmers themselves own or
control through the Coconut
Industry Investment Fund.
This eliminates the need for
multiple copra middlemen.
The speculative profits that
would otherwise be reaped by
them are now shared by both
the coconut farmers and con-
sumers. Thus, we have higher
farmgate prices ol copra and
more reasonable prices of
essential coconut- based pro-
ducts.

COCOMARK, having been
recently organized, cannot
however supply the total cop-
ra requirements of UNICOM.
Qualified dealers have there-
fore been allowed to supply
the balance of the copra re-
quirements of UNICOM. Se-
lection of qualified dealers is
designed to minimize, if not
eliminate, the exploitative
practices of copra middle-
men.

6. UNICOM allegedly
forced the former owners to
sell their mills and there was
overpricing -

This claim is baseless.

7. Our critics, especially
the distinguished gentlemen
from Misamis Oriental, As-
semblyman Emmanuel Pela-
ez, claim that it is not neces-
sary for the coconut farmers
to own a bank

I beg to disagree with
them. It is very necessary for
our coconut larmers to own a
bank.

The original plan of the
Linited  Coconut  Planiers
Bank (UCPB), as the adminis-

ENRILE

trator of the Coconut Indus-
try Investment Fund, was to
construct new mills and re-
fineries. But when UCPB of-
ficially referred the matter to
the Board of Investments,
UCPB was told to instead ac-
quire existing oil mills so that
the overcapacity in the in-
dustry would not be further
aggravated. The bank there-
fore negotiated with the
owners of mills who indicated
a desire to sell. The price ef-
fectively paid to sellers such
as Cargll, Mitsubishi, PVO
and Ayala Corporation was
passed upon and approved by
the Central Bank of the Phil-
ippines. Our critics should
check with the sellers if there
was any overpricing,

When | assumed the posi-
tion of PCA Chairman, CO-
COFED wanted me to au-
thorize the disbursement of
P90 million for the purchase
of fertilizers, tractors, and
other farm implements for
free distribution to the coco-
nut farmers. I declined the re-
quest for such a dole-out be-
cause | entertained sincerely
the idea that not all the
farmers will benefit from the
proposed dole-out. Instead, 1
recommended that a financial
institution be established for
the coconut farmers. Farmers
in need of fertilizers, tractors,
and other farm implements
could borrow the funds for
their particular needs from
the bank. Those who do not
want to borrow would be re-
compensed by the dividends
of the bank generated from
interest payments of bor-
rowers. Moreover, the bank
would serve as an instrument
to free the farmers Irom their
bondage to loan sharks and
unscrupulous copra middle-
men,

TO BE CONTINUED

.
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Lopez is

From Pngg; 1

Tommy'’s

From Page 1

It reads:

“There appears to be a
scramble among Mrs. Imel-
da Marcos, Defense Minis-
ter Juan Ponce Enrile and
Labor Minister Blas F.
Ople to occupy the front
position to replace Presi-
dent Marcos in case he
leaves the presidency be-
cause of deathorany other
cause”

President  Marcos,was
elected in 1965 with Fer-
nando Lopez as Vice-Pres-
ident. On their re-election
in 1969, our sovereign
people retumed  them to
their exalted positions as
President and Vice Pres-
ident, respectively. Art.
VII, 1935 Constitution
provides that:

. ““The President shall

hold his office during a

term of four years and

tagether with the Vice-

President chosen for the

same term, shall be elected

by direct vote of the peo-

ple**.”" (Sec. 2)

“#=1{, at the time fixed
for the beginning of the
term of the President, the
President-elect shall have
died, the Vice-President
elect shall become Presi-
dent.**.” (Sec. 6)

The declaration of Mar-
tial Law by Proclamation
No, 1081 on Sept. 21,
1972, by President Marcos
was justified as a crisis
government for the sur-
vival of the Republic. Mar-
tial law was terminated by
Proc. No. 2045 (Jan. 17,
1981). The 1973 Constitu-
tion, whose ratification
was doubtful (Javellana vs.
Executive Secretary, 50
SCRA 30, at pp. 138-139),
abolished the position of
Vice President, and pro-
vides:

“**In case of perma-
nent disability, death, re-
moval from office, or re-
signation of the President,
the Speaker of the Nation-
al Assembly shall act as
President, until a successor
has been elected for the
unexpired period of the
term of the President,”
(Art. VII, Sec. 5, 1973
Constitution)

Under the above provi-
sions of the 1935 and
1973 Constitutions, there
is no legal basis for the
First Lady, and much less
for either the Minister of
Defense and/or Labor to
succeed to the position of
Mr, Marcos as President.
There is also no legal
basis for such succession in
the 1976 Amendments
and/or the 1981 Constitu-
tional Amendments,

The analysis of Assem-
blyman Canoy on **Scram-
ble for FM’s Post On?"
among Mrs, ImeldaMarcos
as  lront-runner, with

“ Minister Enrile and Minis-
ter Ople as leading con-
tenders has no basis on the

Constitution or the law.
We refuse to believe that
they are mentioned in a
supposed Presidential De-
cree on Presidential succes-
sion, which obviously is
not constitutional nor
legal, for an incumbent
President has no suthority
nor right to name his suc-
cessor. In fact, even the
Holy Father, the Pope in
Rome, the recognized spi-
ritual leader of Christen-
dom, can not appoint his
successor to the Chair of
St. Peter.

What constitutional or
legal basis can be advanced
in favor of the three per-
sons mentioned by Mr.
Canoy in his“Scramble for
FM’s post on?” The First
Lady is an attractive,
popular and delightful per-
sonality, but the fact that
she is the wife, or surviving
widow, is no valid reason
for her succession to the
Presidency. She was elect-
ed as member of the /n-
rerim Batasang Pambansa
in the 1978 elections from
Meiro Maila, and her posi-
tions as Minister of Human
Settlements, Governor of
Metro Manila, and often
Ambassador Plenipotentia-
ry are no justification for
her assumption of national
leadership. The Minister of
Defense and the Minister
of Labor are only appoint-
ees of President Marcos to
his Cabinet, but they have
not received any popular
mandate or indorsement
of our people, for in fact
they were noteven elected
Senators in the 1971 Na-
tional elections.

A scramble for power
among the three aspirants
as successor of Pres. Mar-
cos will be based, not on
law or the Constitution,
but on physical might or
the support of the Armed
Forces, Such a struggle for
physical power will be un-
fortunate and destructive,
for might is no substi-
tute for right, and it may
engulf the country into
violence, fratricidal strife,
civil war, loss of life and
property, and other la-
mentable consequences.

We refuse to believe
that our Armed Forces,
which may be culled by
the President -

"*%to prevent or sup-
press lowless violence, in-
surrection or rebellion,”
(Art, VII, Sec. 10, par, 2,
1935 Constitution; or by
the Prome Minister, Art,
IX, Sec. 12, 1973 Const
ution )

whose Generals and other
officers are swormn to up-
hold and defend the Con-
stitution, maintain peace
and order, protect life and

While marriage abroad is

has one other point. While

recognized in the Philippines, _the divorce obtained by Tom-

he said, divorce is not recog-
nized here, The Tommy-Au-

Au marriage in California is
recognized here, but Tom-
my’s divorce (in the Domini-

can Republic) is not valid
here, Rodrigo said.

The WE Forum columnist

my is not recognized in the
Philippines, *“and, therefore
he is considered as still mar-
ried to Au-Au, his second

marriage to Imee in Arling-
ton cannot be the basis of
a prosecution of bigamy in
the Philippines because the
alleged act of bigamy was
committed outside the juris-

Viewpoints FromPues
is in just because of this not.
building which Mr. Anga- e

ra, while still executive
VP, objected to but insist-
ed in constructing when he
became president. Even if
the Bar just pays P1.2
million for interests, added
to the premium for the in-
surance of P16,583,000,
plus the salaries of the
security guards of about
P5,000 a month according
to Eddie Rodriguez, the
Meralco bills and salaries
of employees, | have no
doubt anymore that ihe
IBP is in a queer financial
situation.

But then, the PAIC
might be able to do mira-
cles with the IBP funds to
stabilize the situation,
management contract or

Maybe because | am
writing about the [BP
financial situation brought
about by the huge loan for
the building, the people in
the organization who re-
fuse to fight frontally will
run to that super colum-
nist and say that | am in
estoppel. Actually, I am
waiting for the next con-
vention of the House of
Delegates so 1 can raise in
the land who have to pay
their dues under pain of
being disbarred if they re-
fuse. | shall not pretend to
speak for those who sold
their principles for pieces
of silver and conveniendes
during the last elections.

property and serve the
best inerests of our sover-
eign people, will lend
themselves as physical in-
struments of any scheming
and ambitious person to
usurp the power and au-
thority of the Presidency.
Rather, we are confident
that our Armed Forces
and their military leaders
will use their resources in
the service of our people,
for the maintenance of
peace and order to ‘‘se-
cure to ourselves and our
posterity the blessings of
independence, under a re-
gime of justice, liberty and
democracy”  (preamble,
1935 Constitution), or “‘of
democracy under a regime
of justice, peace, liberty
and equality,” (Preamble,
1973 Constitution),

In my humble opinion,
the interest of our Repub-
lic and people would be
best served, if the Vice-
President (Lopez) should
he survive the President
(Marcos), be recognized as
the legal and logical suc-
cessor to the Presidency,
for indeed the martial law
regime initiated by Proc.
No. 1081 could not legal
ly abolish the Constitu-
tional position of Vice-
President, Vice President
Lopez was elected and re-
elected by the direci vote

of our sovereign people
in 1965 and 1969 national
elections, together with
President Marcos.

Likewise, the Congres:
of the Philippines, com-
posed of the Senate and
the House of Representa-
tives, as a Constitutional
body (The Legislative De-
partment, Art. VI, 1935
Constitution) could nor
be legally abolished by the
declaration of Martial
Law, under the constitu-
tional provision

"**In case of invasion,
insurrection, or rebellion,
or imminent danger there-
of, when the public safe-
ty requires it,**." (Art.
VII, Sec, 10, par. 2, 1935
Constitution)

As the supposed basis for
declaration of martial law
in 1972 is the above sec-
tion of the Constitution, it
is legally absurd and illo-
gical that martial law can
legally abolish Article VI

Legislative Department.

The abolition ol the Con-
gress (Senate and House)
being unconstitutional and
void, the surviving mem-
bers thereof must re-con-
vene and continue to dis-
charge their legislative po-
Wers.,

TO BE CONTINUED)
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diction of the Philippines.”

If, however, Tommy and
Imee live together in the Phil-
ippines, Tommy or Imee
could be prosecuted for con-
cubinage or adultery, Rodrigo
said. But the only person who
can file the charges would be
the offended party — in this
case, Au-Au,

Discussion on the validity
of Tommy’s divorcé did not
include one fact: Au-Au did
not sign any divorce paper.
Although, of course, she said
that she had been trying to
help Tommy get a divorce.

It was also gathered that
Tommy had likewise initiated
annulment proceedings in
Switzerland and church an-
nulment at the Vatican. Asia-
week reported: “Before their
marriage, Tommy and Imee
were .in Rome apparently to
follow up the latter applica-
tion.”

Following is Asiaweek’s
story on the divorce:

Did legal grounds exist
for Tommy Manotoc to re-
marry in the U.S. last Dec. 4,
and could his civil marriage
to Imee Marcos be recognized
in the Philippines? Lawyer
Ferdinand Marcos’s judgyt
ment  was  emphatically
against the validity in the
Philippines of the Arlington
marriage bond
and available evidence
supports that view. Yet Tom-
my perhaps was not entire-
ly without grounds in pur-
suing matrimony anew. For
while divorce is banned in the
Philippines — under a 1950
Civil Code resolutely defend-
ed by the Roman Catholic
Church his maritial con-
tracts were made outside the
country. Wed in Los Ange-
lesin 1971, Tommy and Au-
rora “Au -Au” Pijuan were
legally separated last March,
as is permitted under the Civil
Code, Tommy obtained a di-
vorce in the Dominican Re-
public last Oct. 27, though
there was one possible flaw:
Au Au claims she never sign-
ed any divorce papers. Mean-
time, Tommy was apparently
busy using other channels to
free himself to wed again.

He was believed to have
initiated civil annulment pro-
ceedings in Switzerland and
church annulment at the
Vatican. (Before their mar-
riage, Tommy and Imee were
in Rome, apparently to fol-
low up the latter application.)
Lawyer and Metro-Manila as
semblyman Arturo M. Tolen-
Lno SUEB’CSIS annulment as a
remedy for couples who no
longer want to live as hus-
band and wife. “It is just like
divorce because the marriage
15 voided. the
grounds for annulment must
have existed at the time of,
not after, the marriage. Those
include lack of lepal ape
fraud, intimidation, physical

However,

incapaaty.”

“A civil annulment,” To
lentino suggests, “is better
than the one granted by the
church, A church annulment
is not considered legal, al-
though if you are a Catholic
you would want to remarry
in church.” However, an an-
nulment obtained abroad,
says the 70-year-old lawyer,
‘“will not be recognized in the
Philippines.” According to
Prof. Felix Bautista, spokes-
man for Manila Archbishop
Jaime Cardinal Sin, Tommy
and Au Au did not make a
formal petition to annul their
marriage before the Ecclesias-
tical Tribunal in Manila. As
many as 200 annulment cases
are awaiting consideration by
the Tribunal.

Since they were married
by the church in California,
where divorce is allowed,
Tommy and Au Au could
avail themselves of divorce,
says Tolentino, “Even if you
are a Filipino citizen and you
marry outside the Philippines
and divorce, also outside, the
divorce is recognized in the
Philippines,” h¢"oplnes. “The
validity of a marriage is tested
in the place it was contract-
ed’:?

New
From Page 1

a nauon of submissive sheep
and brainless yes men’ whose
interests have beenabandoned
by the government in favor of
multinational  corporations,
Pimentel said.

These big foreign compa-
nies are now exploiting the
country’s resources with the
permission of the Marcos
government through various
presidential decrees and the
Foreign Incentive Act, he
added.

He said there is inequality
in the distribution of wealth
because only a few Filipinos
live high above the poverty
line.

Martial law has instilled
fear among the people,
Pimentel said. This is fear for
their lives which, Pimentel
added are being constantly
threatened by detention and
“'salvaging.”

The new party, according
to Pimentel, is being guided
by the principle of Platt’s
bio-politics which outlines
the solutiun of a nation's
problem. Bio-politics aims to
establish a society where peo-
ple can find food, shelter,
justice, health, education and
well being and protection of
lifestyle safe from
tion of others,

“The PDP offers all lovers
of peace, lighters of freedom,
all seekers of justice a vehicle
for the expression of their
views for the fulfillment of
their ownselves as human be-
ings”’, Pimentel said.

persecu-
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Ano ang
totoong
sitwasyon?

Ni FRANCISCO ‘Soc’ RODRIGO

Nagkakakon tra-kontra ang mgua sinasabi ni Pres. Mar-
cos.

Halimbawa, magkakontra ang sinabi niya sa Philip-
pine Constitution Association (Philconsa) noong naka-
raang araw ng Linggo at ang sinabi niya kinabukasan sa
limang (5) Kongresistang Amerikano.

Sa Philconsd, inihayag niya ang kanyang banta na
muling gamitin ang kanyang “‘emergency powers” kapag
nagpatuloy ang “opposition’” sa umano’y pakikipag-
ugnayan sa tinagurian niyang “illegitimate opposition™’.

Ang ganyang pagbabanta ay nangangahulugang ma-
lubha ang situwasyon ng *‘peace and order” sa Pilipinas;
sapagkat, segun sa Konstitusyon, ang ‘‘emergency
powers’’ (katumbas ay “martial law powers’) ay dapat
lang gamitin kung mayroong ‘‘invasion, insurrection, or
rebellion, or imminent danger thereof, when the public
safety requires it”",

Samakatuwid, pinalilitaw ni G. Marcos na mapanga-
nib ang ating situwasyon. Sinisindak niya ang bayan.

Ngunit, sa kabilang dako, sinabi niya sa delegasyon ng
5 Kongresistang Amerikano, na nakipagusap sa kanya
kinabukasan, na “on the whole x x and in the South,
peace and order is established”’. Ang NPA daw ay “‘mere
irritant’’. At, bilang patunay, sinabi niyang magdaraos ng
mga eleksyon sa Pilipinas sa taong ito at sa susunod na
dalawang (2) taon.

Alin ba ang totoo? Malubha ba o panatag ang “peace
and order” sa Pilipinas?

Kung malubha, bakit sinabi niyang “‘panatag’ sa mga
Kongresistang Amerikano?

Kung panatag naman, bakit siya nagbantang gagamit
ng “emergency powers’’?

Uulitin ko ang malimit ko nang nasabi sa ating
kolum: —

Waring ang batayan ng mga sinasabi ni Marcos ay
hindi ang katotohanan kundi sariling kapakanan,

Kaya’t, sa harap ng mga Amerikano, sinabi niyang
panatag ang situwasyon upang papaniwalain ang mga
itong epektibo ang kanyang administrasyon.

Pero, sa harap ng sambayanang Pilipino, pinalilitaw
niyang mapanganib ang katayuan upang sindakin at
takutin ang taongbayan; at,sa gayon,umatrasat tumahi-
mik ang mga nagtatangkang kumalaban sa kanya,

Hayan, padadaig ba sa takot ang mga Pilipino?

[sa-isip at isa-diwa sana natin ang mga sumusunod na
sinabi ni Rizal —

~ "Ang mga duwag na ama ay nagpapasipot sa mga
anak na alipin.” (El Filibusterismo; salita ni Simoun)

“"Ang kalayaan ay tulad sa isang babaing ang
tanging pinaghahandugan ng kanyang pagtingin ay ang
matatapang.” (Liham ni Rizal sa mga “Solis™")

“Ano ang kuwenta ng kasarinlan kung ang mga
alipin ngayon ang magiging manglulupig bukas?" (El
Filibusterismo, salita ni Padre Florentino)

“Walang mang-aalipin kung walang paaalipin.”
(El Filibusterismo, salita ni Simoun)

- “Habang ang Pilipino ay walang sapat na giting na
magpahayag, taas ang noo at lantad ang dibdib, ng kan-
yang Karapatang mabuhay sa sariling lipunan, at panin-
digan ito sa pamamagitan ng sakripisyo; habang naki-
kita natin ang ating mga kababayang lihim na nahihiya
sa kanilang sarili sapagkat tinutuligsa ng kanilang kon-
syensya, ngunit kapag nasa harap ng madla ay hindi
umiimik bagkus tumutulong pa sa manglulupig upang
dustain ang mga api; habang nakikita natin silang naka-
balot sa kanilang egoismo, at pumupuri, sa pamamagitan
ng pilit na pagngiti, sa mga nakasusuklam na gawain, at
ang kanilang mga mata'y mistulang nagpapalimos na
sana'y bahaginan sila ng ninakaw na kayamanan, ano ang
dahila’t bibigyan sila ng kasarinlan? (El Filibusterismo,
salita ni Padre Florentino)

Y

Human rights defender denied visa

The Philippine government
has reportedly blocked the
entry into the country of a
Protestant  minister known
for his espousal of human
rights.

This move has irked mem-
bers of the church where Rey.
Edward M. R. Hunkin be-
longs, the United Church of
Christ in Cagayan de Oro
City, and Assemblyman Reu-
ben Canoy, who is from the
city.

Canoy has written Foreign
Affairs Minister Carlos P,
Romulo to explain the ban.

Hunkin was supposed to

More RP
tourists
go to
Australia

The Australian Tourist
Commission (ATC) is divert-
ing some of its resources
from other countries (o con-
centrate on developing a
stronger tourist traffic from
Southeast Asia.

ATC General Manager Ke-
vin McDonald said the ATC,
in combination with the New
Zealand Tourist and Publicity
Departiment, had commis-
sioned a market research
survey of six Southeast Asian
countries — Hong Kong, In-
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, Singapore and Thailand
— to ascertain the market
potential,

According to the market
research survey, the number
of Sotheast Asian visiting
Australia has increased from
38,000 in 1975 to 70,000 in
1980 — an average annual
growth rate of 13 percent.
Indonesian, Hong Kong and
Singapore visitor arrivals grew
at a slightly faster rate.

In 1980, of the 69,747
visitors from Southeast Asia,
23.5 percent came from Sin-
gapore, 23.5 percent from
Malaysia, 21.4 percent from
Hong Kong, 18,2 percent
from Indonesia, 7 percent
from the Philippines, and
6.4 percent from Thailand.
About 40 percent for busi-
ness reasons,

Among Australia’s advan-
tages as a tourist destination,
according to the survey,
were: its proximily; its wesi-
ermn culture, the climate; the
availability of outdoor holi-

days; relaxing environment;
wide open spaces; sporting
facilities; and a family holi-

day environment.

Bui the survey pointed out
that Australia’s size could
also be seen as a problem
the country was so vast
potential travellers might not
know where (o begin plan-

Felma Jamarillo Rosario

arrive: in the country from
Australia last Nov. 10, to
replace Rev. Lorenzo Geno-
tiva. Lorenzo went to Aus-
tralia Nov. 27 last year on an
exchange program.

“We have received infor-
mation that the Philippine
Embassy in Australia refused
to issue Rey. Hunkin a visa,”
Canoy wrote in his letter to
Romulo.

Canoy said Hunkin ‘s
strong on the human rights
and justice movement in his
country.”

Now the church in Caga-

L

yan de Oro “is without a
Senior Minister and an Ad-
ministrator.””  Canoy said
“this affects the local church
ministry.”

More than the problem of
filling the void that Rev.
Genotiva has left,” Canoy
said, *‘is the fundamental
question of whether it is right
for our government to deny a
visa on the ground that the
applicant is a human rights
advocate.”

Hunkin is the first known
Protestant Church minister
denied entry to the Philip-

pines. The government earlier
had tried to bar two Catho-
lic priests from coming back
to the Philippines.

The Catholic priests — Fr.
Ed Shellito and Fr. Ralph
Kroes, both Maryknoll mis-
sionaries — finally were al-
lowed to enter into the coun-
try November last year fol-
lowing Mrs, Imelda R. Mar-
cos’ intercession with the
military.

The missionaries had gone
to the United States. Their
re-entry visas were revoked
because the military had
branded them as subversives,
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We, the people

Enrile scored by priest

My experience shows that
it is hazardous to take De-
fense Minister Juan Ponce
Enrile = seriously when he
urges mediamen to fiscalize
government actions. [(We
Forum Dec. 16-19, 1981, p.
4)

Several years ago | was di-
rector of a radio station
(DXBB, Malaybalay, Bukid-
non) when Minister Enrile
urged broadcasters to fiscalize
government people. We did as
he urged us to do. We re-
ported atrocities committed
by PC men against innocent
civilians. And then we were
raided and shut down by the
PC. And the ASSO authoriz-
ing the raid bore the signa-
ture of Minister Enrile.

[ admit that Enrile did not
actually sign the ASSO. What
he signed was a blank form
which the PC Provincial Com-
mander filled out over Enri-
le's signature. The Provincial
Commander had a supply of
such blank forms already

ning a holiday.

The industry also would
need to promote Chinatowns
In major cities to emphasize
that many Asians live in
Australia and that Asian food
is readily available,

signed by Minister Enrile.

I admit also that two
years after the preliminary
investigation, in which we
were accused of “inciting to
sedition,” Minister Enrile did
rescue us from the military
court. He recommended that
the cases against us be
dropped. And the case was
dropped.

However, despite the fact
that there is no case against

What we are

To foreigners, we Filipinos

nothing but domestic
helps in Asia and Europe,
laborers in the Middle East,
illegal entrants in the U.S.,
and shameless lawmakers who
do nothing but draw fabulous
salaries.

are

Bienvenido Sison
Metro Manila

us, five years after we were
shut down we are still not al-
lowed to broadcast and our
properties which were seized
in the raid have not been
returned to us.

As long as Minister Enrile
signs blank ASSO forms
which can be filled out by
those who are being fiscal-
ized, it is difficult to have
confidence in the sincerity of
Minister Enrile when he urges

mediamen to fiscalize the

actions of  government

people.

(Sgd.) Rev. Joseph 1. Stoffel,
SJ.

Buk-Misor-Cag Jesuit District
Malaybalay, Bukidnond 8201
Philippines

mmazmm

_Lesgwe

FREEDOM
a chance!
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ACE BUILDING CARE

Janitorial and Maintenance Service

Manila

Tels. 27-27-71; 27-2564
3rd Floor Dona Amparo Bldg.
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