Ateneo de Manila University

Archium Ateneo
We Forum Special Collections

12-1-1981

We Forum, vol v No. 43 - Nov. 28-Dec. 1, 1981

Jose Burgos, Jr.

Follow this and additional works at: https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum

Cf Part of the Social and Behavioral Sciences Commons

Recommended Citation
Burgos, Jr., Jose, (1981). We Forum, vol v No. 43 - Nov. 28-Dec. 1, 1981. Archium.ATENEO.
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum/1027

This News Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Special Collections at Archium Ateneo. It has
been accepted for inclusion in We Forum by an authorized administrator of Archium Ateneo. For more information,
please contact oadrcw.Is@ateneo.edu.


https://archium.ateneo.edu/
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum
https://archium.ateneo.edu/special-collections
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F1027&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/316?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F1027&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://archium.ateneo.edu/we-forum/1027?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fwe-forum%2F1027&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:oadrcw.ls@ateneo.edu

** SECOND EDITION OF THE WEEK

TO SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A VISION

VOL.V NO.43 =«

NOV. 28-DEC. 1

L1981 =

P1.50 in METRO MANILA

A columnist of Balita, sis-
ter publication of Bulletin
Today, has quit because he
was censored.

The columnist, Rey T. Fa-
jardo, resented the deletion
of “‘certain portions of my
commentaries.”

Fajardo, Manila delegate
to the 1971 Constitutional
Convention, TOYM awardee
and professional lecturer in
some colleges and universities
in Metro Manila, handed out
his resignation letter to the
Balita editor specifying the

censored portions of his

columns.

(.,
FAJAKDO
The banned columns will
appear in Pahayagang Malaya,

‘Balita’ columnist censored, resigns

sister publication of We Fo-
rum which will come out °
shortly.
Fajardo, who will become
a regular columnist of Paha-
yagang Malaya, declared in
his letter to the Balita editor:
“Certain portions of my
commentaries on official acts
of President Marcos and those
around him were deleted;
“Similarly, certain por-
tions of my commentaries on
the opposition of the Filipino
people against the undesirable
Page 9, please

‘Malaya’
debuts
Dec.4

Ang Pahayagang Mala-
ya, WE Forum's sister pub-
lication that will cater to
the Pilipino readers, is
scheduled to come off the
press Dec. 4 and every

Friday thereafter.
It will carry the same
hard-hitting stories and

will champion the causes
of the masses — their in-
herent rights and free-
doms.

Malaya, as it will be
known for short, will be of
the same size as WE Fo-
rum and sell for P1 in
Metro Manila.

FOREIGN FIRMS VIOLATE LAWS

‘tfrouble’
exposed

Large-scale violations of agrarian laws by for-
eign-controlled corporations have been taking place

Farmers hit
FPA head

The decision of the Fertil-
izer and Pesticides Authority
(FPA) not to roll back the
prices of fertilizer and pesti-
cides has outraged farmers in
many parts of Central Luzon,
according to the top official
of the Central Bulazan Area
Marketing Cooperative.

Members of the coopera-
tive earlier had asked FPA
Administrator Miguel Zosa
for a rollback of the prices.
Reacting, Zosa had assured
the cooperative, headed by
Jaime S. L. Tadeo, that he
would consider the request.

Zosa's consideration was
that the recent increase in fer-
tilzier prices were “‘already
built into the preseni price of
palay P1.55 per kilo! He
added that a rollback in
prices of agricultural inputs
would “mean an equivalent
rollback in the palay support
price.”

T *“Zosa assured us that he
would consider our demands

and agreed to a hearing so
that the public as well as the
government would be inform-
ed of the farmers’ grievan-

ces,” Tadeo said in a press
statement.
“Zosa's statement clearly

shows that he has turned his
back on our demands,” he
added.

“The FPA response to our
petition manifests their con-
cern over the continued
profit of fertilizer producers
at the expense of the poor
farmers,” Tadeo said.

He said that the reason
that the increase in fer-
tilizer prices is built into the
palay support price is “decep-
tive because it leaves out
many unknown factors.”

Meanwhile, farmer organ-
izations ' throughout
Central Luzon on Nov. 14
organized themselves into the
Alliance of Central Luzon
Farmers (ACLF) to follow up
their demands,

Japan
rejects

tarift
scheme

TOKYO, (AFP) — Visi-
ting Philippine Natural Re-
sources Minister Teodoro
Pefla has urged Japan to
lower its tariff on bana-
nas imported from the
Philippines, which ‘stands
at 35 percent during April-
September and 45 percent
during October-March,

The Minister made the
request when he met with
Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries Minister Takao
Kameoka Nov. 20.

Pena also told the Japa-
nese Minister the Philip-
pines desire to sell more
papayas and pineapples to
Japan.

Kameoka, however, re-
portedly told Pena he was
against

the cut of tariff |
Page 9, please

for years in the banana lands of Mindanao.

But, says a crusading quarterly covering Japan
and the Asian region, the Philippine government “has
shown neither willingness nor resolve to prosecute

those who skirt the laws.”

The magazine fails to men-
tion that it should also be the
duty of top opposition lead-
ers, especially those from
Mindanao itself, to raise ques-
tions on the activities of the
big foreign corporations.

The fact, however, is that
political, industrial and busi-
ness personalities at the top
seem to be proud of the
corporation’s produce ex-
ports that feed mainly the
Japanese with big cheap bana-
nas while Filipinos here are
offered rotting ones in the

local markets.” (* wonder,”
Page 8, WE Forum, Nov.
11-13, 1981.)

Observers think though
that rampant violations of
land laws in the banana-
land could cause trouble
sooner or later.

The quarterly, AMPO,

published by the Pacific-Asia
Resources Center (PARC) in
Tokyo, Japan, devotes almost
the whole of its third quarter

issue on the Philippine bana-
na industry. It uses a paper
prepared by the Third World
Studies Center of the Uni-
versity of the Philippines in

close  cooperation  with
PARC.
“The, paper,” says AMFPO,

“was written on the basis of
months of field surveys in

Page 9, please

MISSING

A workers' union leader
and former student leader,
who was arrested by the
military June 23 this year,
is missing.

Authorities of Camp
Tolentino, where he was
detained, said the leader,
Antonio Sta. Ana, along
with three other detainees,
escaped from his detention
cell.

But his wife and daugh-
ter are not buying the

Page 9, please
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France’s rule by decree
move opposed, hailed

PARIS (AFP) — The
French press was almost una-
nimous in criticizing as “au-
thoritarian™ the French gov-
ernment’s decision to rule by
decree to speed up certain so-
cial reforms.

The government took the
decision at its routine week-
ly cabinet meeting, chaired
by President Francois Mit-

terrand, with the aim of
speeding up the law-making
process and preventing any
delays resulting from lengthy
Parliamentary debate.

The decrees will cover
such subjects as the length of
the working week, paid holi-
days and fixing a lower re-
tirement age.

ZURICH (AFP) — Police
used rubber bullets to disperse
several hundred youths who
defied a police ban by staging
s demonstration in the city
center.

NEW DELHI — An
unspecified number of people
were injured during a clash
between students and police at
Kanpur, in north Indian Uttar
Pradesh, reports said.

Among the injured were 12
policemen.

JAKARTA Youth dis-
turbances in Indonesia have
exceeded the limits of normal-
cy and have reached a stage
where they can no longer be
classified as juvenile deliquen-
¢y, according to Director
General of Primary and Secon-
dary Education, Prof. Dardji
Darmodiharjo.

SEOUL The Seoul Dis:

THE STUDENT FRONT

Arrests, prison
terms mount

trict Criminal Court passed a
10 to 12 months imprison-
ment on iwo university stu-
dents for instigating anti-gov-

emnment demonstrations in
last September.
More than 50 students

from some 13 different univer-
sities in Seoul have received si-
milar prison sentences in the
last several months for agita-
ting such campus unrest,

KUALA LUMPUR-There
are a total of 48,380 Malay-
sian students studying abroad,
none of them in any of the
Communist countries, .

Breakdown of figures:
15470, in Britain; 7,500 in
the United States; 7,000 each
in Canada and in India, and
4,900 in Australia.

Among other countries Ma-
laysia sent its students 1o
were Japan, Taiwan, Thailand,
Indonesia, the Philippines,
Hong Kong and Singapore.

&
s

The conservative daily Le
Quotidien, in a comment
headed: “Socialism by
decree” noted that when Mit-
terrand was in opposition he
described the method as “an
abuse” when it was used by
Premier Georges Pompidou in
1967.

Le Quotidien said that the
government wanted to bfing
in their reforms by decree
because Ministers were aware
that they would be opposed
in the National Assembly by
Communist deputies, and
even by some Socialists.

This opinion is shared by
opposition right-wing depu-
ties like Francois D’Aubert
(Gaullist) who said: “The
decision to rule by decree was
taken because the govern-
ment is afraid of its own ma-
jority.”

The leftwing Socialist-
Communist-radical =~ govern-
ment has an overwhelming
majority in the National as-
sembly, but there have been
signs that the Communists are
not always in complete agree-
ment with their Socialist part-
ners on social issues,

The French Communist
Party daily newspaper Lhu-
manite praised the decision
and noted that it was a re-
sult of “social urgency,” ad-
ding “but we still have to
await details of the govern-
ment’s new social policy.”

Powerful
anti-cancer

medicine

TOKYO (AFP) — An
anti-cancer drug, said to be
50 times more effective
than interferon has been
developed jointly by a

pharmaceutical company
and a biochemical research
institute in Tokyo.

The institute and the
company said that they

Bas/ Tachydiomos/ All

have named the new anti-
cancer drug, derived from
a substance, a new form of
lymphokine, found among
byproducts from the pro-
cess of manufacturing in-
terferon, the ‘“‘carcino-
breaking factor” (CBF)
and that they have agreed
to undertake joint mass-

product.ion. PARIS (AFP) This autu

— autumn
The .CBF was rnade_by nuclear energy has come into flo-
Hayashibara Biochemical | wer again in industrialized coun-

Research Institute and it | tries despite continuing demons-

has been tested by Mo- trations by ecologist movements.
. : In the United States, and then
chida Pharmaceutical | pronce and Switzerland, and
Company. West Germany, decisions favoring
Tests conducted by Mo- | nuclear power stations have been
chida showed that rats | takenby the authorities.

The most remarkable change
has occurred in the United States
where the nuclear program had
been more or less “frozen" fol-
lowing the incident involving the
buildup of radio-active vapor
from a plant of Three Mile Is-
land in March 1979.

Earlier, in 1977, the then
President Jimmy Carter had

suffering from leukemia
all diedwithina week when
they were not treated with
CBF. Rats also suffering
from lukemia, however,
lived for up to 11 days
when they were given 0.5
miligrams of CBF daily.

0ff the press,
Friday, Dec.4

5\_’9 Ang Pahayagang
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BEST COPY AVAILABLE

halted development of nuclear
waste retreatment plants and of
fast breeder reactors.

President Ronald Reagan, who
favers nuclear power, gave the go-
ahead on Oct. 9 for the resump-
tion of studies into these two
projects, urging the administra-
tion to simplify procedures. Ener-
gy Secretary James Edwards has
said this could cut the delay in
project completion from 14 years
to six or eight years.

In Switzerland, the Federal
Council agreed on Oct. 28 to the
construction of a plant at Kaise-
raugst, a site occupied for 75 days
by anti-nuclear demonstrators in
1975,

At a meeting on Nov. 4, the
West German Cabinet came out in
favor of “rapid completion” of
the 10 plants under construction
and the granting of building per-
mits for three others which have
been planned.

In France, work can be re-
sumed on five sites which were
“frozen” on July 30 shortly af-
ter the socialist government came
to power,

But the ecologists continue 10
be a force to be reckoned with,
as they have persusded dockers at
the French Port of Cherbourg to
refuse until Jan. 4 to unload nuc-
lear waste bound for the Hague
retreatment plant,

S.Korea
to lift
34 - year

old curfew

SEOUL (AFP) South Ko-
rea is to lift the curfew in
force since the Republic was
born in 1948.

The nation’s three major
political parties in an unusual
gesture of Parliamentary coo-
peration decided jointly to re-
commend to the government
for the removal of the mid-
night to 4 am. curfew be-
ginning from January.

President Chun  Doo-
hwan’s government is expect-
ed to [ollow the recommen-
dation, since it was already
planning to lift the curfew,
well before the 1988 Sum-
mer Olympics are held in
Seoul,

However, the curfew will
continue to be enforced along
coastal areas and regions ad-
joining the frontline because
of the possible infiltration of
North Korean agent-provoca-
teurs,

The news of the imminent
curfew uplifting was widely
welcomed by the general
public, with an exception of
some housewives who said the

CHERBOURG, Northern
France About 50 ecologists
were unable to prevent the new-
ly arrived freighter “Pacific
(isher” unloading nuclear waste
from Japan.

curfew had been the surest
means of compelling their
husbands to return home be-
fore mid-night.

The World

Nuclear news

The freighter, escorted |t
destroyers, docked at the
arsenal here instead of thg
mercial dock where ecologf
been occupying an unl
crane for the past 10

A naval 100-ton crane
ed the wasie into eight
trucks which then drove
nuclear reprocessing plant a
by La Hague.

Ecologists lay down
road to halt the trucks, b
were bodily removed by
darmes. There was no vid

TOKYO - The Japane
emment is about to make
tantial” cuts in its nuclear
station program, for the
up to 1990, the newspaper
Keizai affirmed.

CHATTANOOGA, Ten
_ Anti-radioactivity pills ard
given December to people
wthin five miles of a nucld
wer plant near here.

Tennessee health aut
said that the potassium
pills, intended purely as ap
tion against the possibility
dioactive leaks, would p
concentration of radiation-
ses in thyroid glands.

THE HAGUE = The
lands is considering end
contribution towards Eu
research on nuclear fast §
reactors at Kalkar, West {
ny, Dutch Premier Andrd
Agt told pParliament,

BANGKOK — Thalland
gix-month survey on uraniu
“experts from the Intemn
Atomic Energy Agency (
Thai officials said.

JOHANNESBURG
South African Electricity
Commission said that it
tained enough enriched ura
start operating the first re
its first nuclear power J
Koeberg, near Cape Town,

The 1974 agreement,
Pretoria and Washington,
the U.S. ‘would enrich
nium which would then
verted into pellets by
1o

me.

But in 1978, the U.
ress banned the sale of
uranium to countries
South Africa which I
signed the nuclear non-
tion treaty,
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RP’s dances,songs
and lifestyles
in documentary

ZAMBOANGA CITY -
Songs, dances and lifestyles
of ethnic groups in Western
Mindanao will be included in
a documentary film, the
Tourism Ministry said,

A five-man television crew

Marry

a dead
for luck

PEKING (AFP) — An
ancient Chinese tradition
v of marrying those who
have already died — a prac-
tice said to bring good
luck - is among the supers-
titions to which people in
Communist China still ad-
here.

A report published by
the Shanghai Liberation
Daily quoted a reader’s let-
ter from the nearby
Chuansha district saying
there were no less than six
witches in the area who
helped families marry off
their dead ancestors.

Aimed at staving off a
bad fate, the marriages are
either between two people
who have already passed
on, or between a living
person and a dead per-
son. When it involves two
people already deceased,
the marriage is usually bet-
ween two children who
died before they had a
*chance to marry the one
chosen by their family.

The author of the letter
said that he himself recent-

ther, on the advice of a
witch, decided to marry
his older brother — a bro-
ther who died al the age of
three. The idea was o ena-
ble him to get better.
He said that his mother-
in-law’s family recently
married ofl seven boys and
girls all of whom died be-
fore 1949 and that it had
been quite a costly affair
for the old parents.
Another newspaper des-
cribed how a baby born

with two teeth sorne-
thing said to be very
unlucky had them

ripped out by his grand-
mother. The baby subse:
quently died of the re-

ly took ill and that his mo- |

wsuitant infection.

of the Rayan Television Limi-
ted based in London, Eng-
land, was in Zamboanga City
last week to film the Yakans,
Tausogs, Samals and Badjaos
(sea gypsies) for the docu-
mentary.

Julie Diayon of the Minis-
try of Tourism (MOT) Zam-
boanga Office said the team
also took shots of favorite
tourists spots in the city like
Sta. Cruz Island, Yakan vil-
lages, Pasonanca Park, the
Sahaya Village (houses on
stilts) and others,

High-level
culture

MOSCOW (AFP) — Detail-
ed models of mammoths and
rhinoceroses carved from tusk
by a prehistoric sculptor have
been discovered in Siberia,
the Soviet News Agency No-
vosti reported.

The find, by an archaeo-
logical team in Angara, was
described as confirming the
high-level of culture among
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sa isang sulok ng bangketa

kinakati sa galis
tulo ang uhog.

lumingon sa paligid:

tumayo ang pobre
tumanaw

kong hirap.”

napailing at sabay bulong —

kapitbahay

kabuwanan ng tag-ulan noon:
alas dos ng umaga, putik ang buong daan at kamaynilaan.

(na naman) naglulutangan ang mga basura
sa tabi ng isang gusali, nandodoon din si carding
nagisingsa tinding lamig na hinihigang pahayagan.

nakaramdam ng sakit ng tiyan sa tinding gutom

“grabe, may bagyo 'ata,” wika sa sarili
hinila ang Lasang dyaryo at tumingin sa balita,
“wow, loma tolentino, seksi.”

humarap sa bahay-bahay at biglang tumula
“nasaan kaya ang sabi-sabing tunayang kapit-bahay
nasaan kaya ang mahigpit nitong yakap sa tulad

Inay,

BATANG

Ni CERES S. C. ALABADO

Huwag mag-alala

huwag kang mag-alala

Kung ako’y hindi nakikinig sa ivo
At matigas ang ulo ko.

Itay,

huwag kang magalit

Kung ako'y hindi sumusunod sa iyo
Pagkat iba ang landas ko.

Tulad ako ng isang murang supling

Halos madurog sa ilalim ng isang batong mabigat
Tingnan nyo, liku-likc ang tubo ko.
Naghahanap ng daan

Umaapuhap ng sikat at init ng araw.

“ito kaya'y tawag ng isang hayop
sa kanyang among patay?”

ni: jose harvey b. balibay

_—’

Siberians 2,400 years ago.

Freedom of speech
broader in China?

PEKING (AFP) Free-
dom of speech is “much
broader and deeper’ in China
than in capitalist countries
which only enjoy freedoms
granted by the bourgeosie,
the Communist Party theore-
tical journal Red Flag has said.

The joumal was replying
to those who argue that the
struggle against “‘counter-
revolutionary’ views amounts
to curbing freedom of spaech.

*On the contrary, prevent-

ing  counter-revolutionaries

Self-teach

HONG KONG (AFP)

A sell-teach college in the
Chinese capital, specializing
in language and literature, is
now open for enrolment.

The Peking language and
literature self-teach college,
the first of its kind in the cap-
ital, is for teachers, employ-
ees and workers who wish to
further their studies on their
own,

The college will offer a
three-year course by supply-
ing the teaching materials pre-

from enjoying free speech is
precisely aimed al ensuring
that citizens can exercise
their freedom of speech,”
said Red Flag in a lengthy re-
joinder to advocates of a
liberalization of the regime.

Noting that the freedoms
allowed in a given country
depended on the level of its
economic and cultural devel-
opment, the bi-monthly
review conceded that the
people of China did not yet
“fully enjoy™ their rights to
freedom of speech.

It slammed those who be-
lieve that the enjoyment ol
free speech means the right to
say anything, even “‘counter
revolutionary™™ talk, without
fear of the law. This is ““abso-
lutely wrong,”” Red Flag said.

Another Chinese magazine
recently hinted that the new
state constitution currently
being drafted would restrict
the rights and freedoms of
the citizenry

pared by teaching staff of sev-
eral universities and colleges
in Peking.

ligently
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FM’s last line of defense:
government reorganization

By DING GENEROSO

The recent government re-
organization has been viewed
by an Asian business maga-
zine as President Marcos’
“last line of defense in the
battle for economic survival.”

By throwing into fray a
crackforce of technocrats
headed by Prime Minister Ce-
sar Virata, the Marcos Admi-
nistration hopes to save the
country from the recurring
domestic crises and sagging
international credibility, said
Insight magazine in its Oco-
ber cover story.

The new triumvirate of
technocrats that the magazine
referred is composed of Vira-
ta, Central Bank Governor
Jaime Laya and Industry
Minister Roberto Ongpin.

“Given his (Marcos) de-
teriorating health and the
chaos that recent business
failures have sparked off,
what choice did he have?
It was a choice of cleaning-
up, and quickly, or be held
personally responsible,” said
the article quoting a confi-
dant whom it did not reveal.

The article adds that the
recent revamp marked a wa-
tershed in the turbulent de-
cade of Marcos' martial rule
albeit his own position re-
mains unthreatened. “To per-
petuate his rule, Marcos had
to jettison some political
cronies, and more urgently,
check the smouldring chal-
lenge posed by his ambitious
wife. Virata’s appointment

and the operational power
that Marcos says he has
handed down to the Prime
Minister, also represent the

most significant step the

VIRATA

President has taken to ensure
that he alone will have the
final say in picking his suc-
cessor,” said /nsight

Said the article: “But his
perfectly-orchestrated reelect-
jon was marred by a number
of financial scandals that
severely rocked the financial
community, and the very
foundations of the economy.
The fact that many — though
not all — erstwhile friends
headed-up several of the
troubled companies aggrava-
ted the situation further,
though insiders still insist
his sense of jiming and fore-
knowledge of the impending
scandals made the subsequent

AN OFFER

AN INVITATION

* Newsletters

Brochures
Tabloids
Pamphlets
Magazines
Books

To serve your printing requirements:

College publications
Annual Reports

Plus FREE EDITORIAL CONSULTATION.

@ J. Burgos Media Services

(PRINTERS/PUBLISHERS)

105.B E RODRIGUEZ SR. AVENUE
QUEZON CITY 1 Acrom the Uuezon Lnstitaie)

crisis more manageable.”

The article recounted the
chain reaction of financial
crisis that was sparked off
by the flight of fugitive
businessman Dewey Dee. “It
tovk the collapse of Dee’s
empire to question the sound-
ness of corporations and the
commercial paper of invest-
ment houses,”” the magazine
quoted Laya as saying.

Dewey Dee's escapade was
followed by the collapse of
Ricardo Silverio’s Philfinance,
the discovery of the cash
flow woes of Rodolfo Cuen-
ca's CDCP, and.the merger
of Herminio Disini”’s Atrium
and APCOR due to financial
troubles.

But the real problems that
Virata & Co. inherited, ac-
cording to the article, are
the widening $1.3 billion

trade gap, the increasing
foreign borrowings which
stood at $13.8 billion at the
end of June 1981, and the
depleting foreign reserves
which dipped by nearly
$169 million as of June
1981.

“For Virata and his tech-
nocrats the challenge of re-
versing the fortunes of the
Philippines is a formidable
one, not made any easier
by Marcos’ decision to sit
back and let them run
things,” said the article.

The magazine also viewed
the Administration’s- assault
on the old rich and the no-
yeau~iche as an astute move
and, provided it stops short
of over action that could
threaten the Ayalas, Laurels
and Roxas, President Marcos
could have achieved a bigger
victory without creating new

The Nation

In Davao City as well as
in Cotabato many students
and out-of-school youths
have been victims of drug
addiction. Why is this so?
Many of the law enforcers
are also the pushers. Drug
addiction is very serious
especially in Davao City.
We hope that the author-
ities can be sincere enough

in solving this problem.
L 3

Jueting, snatching, rob-
bery, thrill-killing and all
sorts of crime are daily
ocgurences being reported

In the South

in the radio stations of
Davao City. Why do the
police and the PC seem
powerless ih  curbing
crime?
LB
In South Cotabalto, jue-
ting is being operated by
one Agustin Villan under
the protection of a PC
captain and the “lottery”
is drawn at Barangay Uno,
Koronadal. If the PC do
not know this, they can
ask anybody in Koronadal.
This is an open secret.
(Contributed)

enemies.

The magazine believes that
it will probably take three
years before the efforts of
the “new trinity” could be
evaluated and, barring unfore-
seen calamities, it should

Earth’s rotation and
Quiz Bee controversy

The board of judges of the
Quiz Bee Contest, on the
other hand, are Benjamin
Miranda (chairman), Loreta
Lacuesta, and Alice Sabio.
All are General Education
Supervisor 11 at the Ministry
of Education and Culture of
the National Capital Region
office in Banawe street, Que-
zon City.

When asked in the Court
of First Instance in Caloocan
to defend their decision, all
that the board of judges
could do was to cite quota-
tions from elementary school
textbooks which Posadas
quickly- pointed out to be
erroneous or misinterpreted.
They could not argue against
the two physicists apart from
insisting that *the decision of
the board of judges is final.”

Judge Romulo'Quimbo of
the Caloocan CFI declared
Ma. Regale Ochoeo the win-
ner of the National Capital
Region Quiz Bee science cate-
gory contest, saying in effect

that such technicalities
should not sacrifice the truth
and substance of justice,

otherwise we would perpe-
tuate error, Yet on top of
this, the humane Judge Quim-
bo suggested that the Quiz
Bee could settle the matter
without embarrassing either
contestants by sending both
to the National Quiz Bee con-
test held in Baguio on No-
vember 15,

But the M.E(' board of

LAST PART

judges refused this and insist-
ed on their decision, even if
scientifically it is wrong.

In order to enforce the
Authority of the Ministry of
Education and Culture even
over the Court of First In-
stance, the MEC judges asked
the Court of Appeals through
the Solicitor General's Office
to over-rule Judge Quimbo’s
order only a few days before
the National Quiz Bee in
Baguio. Ma. Regale Ochoco
was already in Baguio with
her father, Atty Semproniano
S. Ochoco, ready to join the
contest when she was inhu-
manly refused participation
because it seemed the CA had
jssued a restraining order
which restrained her but not
her opponent from joining
the contest,

We do not question the
CA legal right to issue re-
straining orders, but in effect
the restraining order preju-
diced one of the parties and
favored the other instead of
restraining both in order to
investigate the controversy
further, Or, the restraining
order could have restrained
the Quiz Bee from continuing
with the science category of
the Baguio contest,

Why did the CA allow the
opponent of Ma. Regale
Ochoco to participate in the
National Quiz Bee as il he
were already the declared

winner when in fact the CA
made the restraining order to
decide whether the CFI ruling

was right?

We repeat, we don't ques-
tion the authority of the CA
but the implementation of
its retraining order was unfair
to Miss Ochoco, for it must
be understood that, in the
meanwhile that the CFI deci-
sion has not been proven ille-
gal, it cannot be assumed that
the opponent of Ma, Regale
Ochoco is the representative
of the National Capital
Region. This is only a presen-
tation of the facts of the case.

If it is true that the Philip-
pine Quiz Bee organizers are
interested in sending candi-
dates to the Asian Quiz Bee
contest or the international
Quiz Bee contest, if there is
one, then it better think
twice. It mus not put all its
eggs on the MEC basket, for
it may be that the MEC is
not credible internationally,
and that educated people
may suspect that this is again
done *“‘lutong macaw™ by the

supreme authority of the
government of Mr. Marcos,
In fact, the awards come

from the President it seems,

Meanwhile, an injustice
has been dorne to Ma, Regale
Ochoco which must be recti-
fied if the scientists of this

achieve the breathing space
required to sow the seeds
of more disciplined policies,
which alone can guaranies
the nation’s salvation — and
the vindication of Marcos’
mail-fisted rule.

country and abroad are to
accept the credibility of the
Philippine Quiz Bee. For
what the scientists cannot
accept is that a scientifically
wrong answer will be judged
correct by  incompetent
boards of judges simply on
the authority of government,
Nor, for that matter, upon
the authority of any church,
for the case of Galileo still
rings in their ears.

It is a cardinal principle in
science to accept that one is
wrong when it is proven to be
case, and not on “authority”
of any Ministry of Education
and Culture board of judges.

But above Ma. Regale
Ochoco is the injustice com-
mitted to the young aspirants
in the Quiz Bee, even if they
have *“won,"” to feel that they
have been let down because
the board of judges, perhaps,
know less than they!

The prestige of the nation
is at stake. It is said that the
Quiz Bee in Singapore and
other countries has the help
of university professors, What
will the Quiz Bee do if the
scientists of the Philippines
denounce it, sue in court?
Scientifically truth is beyond
the pale of the court; in fact,
it will make our courls ricicu-
lous, as the Inquisition is
today ridiculous.

(Note, We have been inform-
ed that the new board of
judges for the Quiz Bee has
been better selected. But it

still does not remove the ¥i-—= ~

justice done to Ma. Regale
Ochoco.)
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Editorial

Fairness or bias?

“Blacked out portion intentionally done by print-
ers? Or a symbol of press freedom in the new re-
public?

“‘Seems like all copies here in Cebu were black-
mﬁ..'to

It seems the reader, who, he/she volunteered,
used a fictitious name and address, did not notice an
explanation in “Publisher’s Notes” in the succeeding
issue, The publisher wrote:

“Lest our action in self-censoring that portion of
Psinakis’book be misconstrued,l would like to inform
our readers that we merely observed the tenets of
journalism, primarily that of fairness and decency.

“Freedom is one thing. Licentiousness is an-
other.”

Actually, the publisher merely restated an
gdilorial policy that WE Forum has always adhered to
— fairness and decency that should be built-in virtues
within the Philippine press, not merely within a
newspaper publication or chain of publications.

In the exercise of that policy, WE Forum looks
beyond its small editorial cubicle and determines
whether there is fairness within the Philippine press,
whether all sides are being given the chance to be
heard.

Sad to state, and this must be too familiar to
everyone, there’s no fairness and decency in the
Philippine press as a whole. One side of the coin is
often left out. For instance, news about former Sen.
Benigno S. Aquino, Jr. and all other opposition
leaders, hardly comes out, if ever, in the big dailies.

For fairness within the Philippine press, WE
Forum attempts in its puny capability, being a very
small twice weekly, to present the other side of the
coin. Not that we believe the cause of the other side
is the correct one. Our aim mainly is to offer our
readers enough information to base their judg-
ment.

WE Forum believes it is not indulging in bias by

presenting the other side. It merely prints things that
are intentionally left out by the big dailies.
Y. WE Forum has not libelled anyone in the five
years of its existence, So far, its records are clean. It
has managed to be so because it carefully sifts
libelous materials, as it did when it blackened out the
portion our letter-writer from Cebu observed.

WE FORUM Is published every Wednesday and Sat-
wrday by the J. BURGOS MEDIA SERVICES with edit-
erlal snd business offices at 105.8B Eulogio Rodriguesz,
#x. Avenue, Quezoi City. Manila office is located at the
Natlonal Prem Chub Bldg. Annex, Magallanes Drive,
Intramuros, Manila, Tel. No. 40-08.25. Reentered as &
second class mail matter at the Manila Central Post
Office on Nov, 27, 1978.

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: P140 for one year; P70
for six months (by mail). For shorter periods, divide
the amounts us necessary,
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MARCELO B. SORIANO
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TO SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH
AND SHARE A VISION.'

I am inclined to sup-
port Daily Express Co-
lumnist Doroy Valencia’s
observation that “if assem-
blymen are allowed to sue
for libel in regions which
they represent instead of
where they reside and
work, press freedom is in-
serious danger.”

The doyen of local co-
lumnists is, of course, re-
ferring to the libel case
filed by former Vice Pre-
sident now Assemblyman
Emmanuel Pelaez against
Ka Doroy in Cagayan de
Oro City, a good distance
from Manila where both
work and reside.

While Cagayan de Oro
is Pelaez’s hometown, he
spends most of his time in
Metro Manila where he has
a house in New Manila,
Quezon City, and an office
in Pasig.

While™T"have been sup-
porting Pelaez’s espousal
of the cause against the co-
conut levy, I am one with
Valencia in saying that the
 filing of the libel case in
Cagayan de Oro smacks of
harassment. | may add that
if Pelaez has a case against
Valencia, he should file it
in Metro Manila, not in Ca-
gayan de Oro City.

* % &
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Publisher'’/s Notes

Pelaez’s libel suit
vs. Teodoro Valencia

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

If 1 remember right,
there was a similar case
involving the late Rep.
Floro Crisologo and some
Manila newsmen. Crisolo-
go filed a libel suit against
certain newspapermen (in-
cluding my colleague in
the police beat, Rod Reyes
of the sequestered Manila
Times)in Vigan, llocos Sur,
Crisologo’s bailiwick:

The Manila journalists,
of course, filed a motion
to transfer the venue of
the trial from Vigan to Ma-
nila, I think the newsmen’s
motion was granted, after
they had made a convin-
cing plea that the venue of
any libel case should be
where the newspaper they
work for is published and
located.

At any rate, the Valen-
cia-Pelaez tussle is worth

A matter of opinion

The self-anointed
“dean” of local journalists
who is accustomed to
speak in a commanding
tone and to wear the mask
of authoritarianism in his
endless gibberish on the
air and on the printed
page is now crying
“uncle.” He can give it but
he cannot take it. He has
terrorized a lot of people
and now he's getting his
comeuppance,

A great many are now
happy that he has met, at
long last, someone who is
in a position to give him
what is coming to him. He
has been throwing his
weight around for so long
and getting away with it,
he does not know how 1o
deal with this one. Accord-
ing to Lyndon Johnson,
one of the wisest things his
daddy ever told him was
that “so-and-so IS a
damned smart man, but
the fool's got no sense.”

The columnist is trying
to inveigle the assembly-
man into waging war
against the President, My

Film Center
incident

By ERNESTO R.RODRIGUEZ, JR.

Pelaez will not fall for
that bait. The coffee-
drinker, whose strength
lies in the fact that he
makes it appear that he
can count upon all-out
support from the powers
that be, says that “Pela-
ez is riding on the public
anxieties about the copra
pricing to win personal
popularity at the expense
of the administration and
play hero against the
President.” How come?
Did this arrogant column-
ist not say very recently
that Pelaez was a lost
cause?

The all-knowing “dean™
is an albatross around the
President's neck. Somebo-
dy should tell him to get
off that neck before it's
too late,

» - L]

Malacanang is doing all
it can to minimize the im-
pact of that disaster at
the Manila Film Center
building. The first stories
about it said that only
“three persons died, but
conflicting reports indica-

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

watching in so far as the
issue of press freedom and
harassment against news-
papermen is concemned.
L B

Speaking of press free-
dom, here’s another bad
news of censorship. This
time, the victim is Rey
Fajardo, former Con-Con
delegate and until a few
days ago, columnist of
Balita, a vernacular daily
published by Hans Menzi

(of the infamous Letty
Magsanoc  forced-resigna-
tion case).

Fajardo resigned as Ba-
lita columnist (*“Tanglaw’)
last Nov,20  after  his
commentaries were cen-
sored by the editors.

Ironically, one of his
banned columns was about
press freedom in the Phil-
ippines based on a speech
of  Assemblyman, Arturo
Tolentino during a public
forum on the subject held
at the National Press Club
recently,

An earlier column pub-
lished by Balita last Nov. 8

was partially suppressed. It
was about Fajardo’s com-
ments on President Marcos
and his cronies and about
the peoples’ attitude
against multinationals.

In his resignation letter,
Fajardo said:

“Dahil sa kapasiyahan
ninyong sensorin ang aking
pitak noong nakaraang Sa-
bado, ipinasiya ko na hu-
wag nang sumulat sapagkat
labag ito sa aking prinsip-
yo at kalayaan sa pamama-
hayag.

“Hindi namin ugali ang
ikompromiso ang aming
paninindigan sapagkat da-
dako lamang ito sa pagi-
ging mababa namin sa
mata ng tao.”

Well, 1 had a talk with
Rey the other day and I
assured him he still has a
forum where he could
freely air his views — in
our sister publication, Ang
Pahayagang Malaya, which
will come off the press
December 5 and every Fri-
day thereafter, 1 hope.

ted many more could have
been killed in the incident,
the second fatal accident
at the project.” (Daily Ex-
press, Nov. 18, 1981.) The
accident is inexcusable and
there is no sense in trying
to cover it up.

It 1s claimed that it was
the scaffold that collapsed.
The word ‘“scaffold”
means “a  temporary
framework for supporting
workmen during the erect-
ing, repairing, or painting
of a building, etc.” The
truth of the matter is that
it was the sixth floor that
collapsed  because the
scaffolds supporting con-
crete slabs and beams
the sixth level of the nine-
level building had given
way,

Highways and Public
Works Minister Jesus Hipo-
lito is reported to have
said that the Manila Film
Center under construction
remains structurally sound
and the incident was a
“normal risk in construc-
tion." This is like saying
why should anyone fuse
over the death of Egyptian
President Anwar Sadat
since assassination s a
“normal risk" for heads of
state?

The point is why
should an accident like
this happen to a construc-
tion of this kind? Was the
construction not well su-
pervised? Were the mate-
rials used in good order?
And why should the fact
that Hipolito, “one of
those who designed the
Chesapeake Bay Bridge,”
be of any moment in this
matter? After all, accord-
ing to Hipolito himself,
his office had nothing to
do with the construction
of the building

Mrs., Marcos is also re-
ported to have said that
My re that 17
be there attending espe-
cially to the families of the
victims.” Yes, but could
she bring back to life the
victims of this disaster?
And what is the real toll
now of the lives lost and
the injured?

In my opinion, there is
no sense in constructing
a multi-story building for
this film center. And why
the hurry to build it at 2
time when the country is
going through difficult
times? The money used
here could be used for bet-
ter purposes, A nine-story

Page 8, please
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Opinion

Philippine scene

With a grain of salt

This is my own

The
new Dona

By JOAQUIN R. ROCES

Her husband was given a sensitive position

So he could put a stop to graft and corruption

But for real honest service this man had no gumption
So he just enriched himself without interruption

Our rulers had promised the people a new dawn
But they kept building their fortunes with mania
So the system kept producing another new Don
And with each new Don, the corresponding Dona

The new Dona's mother during her lifetime
Was known as Mianang all of the fime

The new Daona’s father during all of his days
Was known as Boyong always

Bur her newly acquired wealth had all this changed
With the help of the media, it was arranged
Mianang is always referred to now as Dona Damiana
While the late Boyong is Don Ambrosio Lipana

It is not only i the military organization
That one can get a posthumous promotion

And now that the new Dona Jeels so secure
About her past, and her loved ones’ future
She concentrates on Music, Paintings, and Culture

To drown those long vears before Martial Law
Which were but eight or nine years ago

When she could not tell a priceless Amorsolo
From a picturesque Hawaiian polo

\ Grievances

‘Society of madness’

“None calleth for Justice,
pleadeth  for

rior when it comes to art but

nor any today's movies, programs,
truth, they trust in vanily showbiz, are insult to Filipi-
and speak lies, they conceive no's intelligence. More and
mischief and bring forth more uneducated Philippine
Inlguity”™, movies are being shown in or-
Calbo, matanda na hindi derio un-civilize the civilized.
1 Tin matoto the Filipino people today.
Sexy beauly, good only (g4 ) Miss Zenaida P, Echem
it hotels, bars, and night- =
lubsg
Mayaman sa hangin, maya-

man sa nighiclubs, mayaman
sa bars at hotels
ted movies are gaining a lot
and gradually  destroying
Philippine culture.

These are major events as
of today,

We need matured, intelli-
gent media men and women
in today's world in order to
balance this present Society
of Madness.

Filipino men and women
are known to be highly supe-

Uneduca-

A

The tragedy that befell
the people busy at work in
the Films Festival Center
seems to be a bad omen
for the festival under the
First Lady's palronage.
Perhaps, it is now too late
to dispense with such a
grand design to project the
Philippines as a film center
in this part of the world
but it would, indeed, be
most appropriate for the
organizers to see to it that
the festival center would
be very safe because |
shudder to imagine a more
serious tragedy If the same
roof would fall down on
the participanis from the
other countries who have
been invited to join the
filmfest.

+ L v

Perhaps, the designers
and engineers of the festi-
val center should be
probed for the collapse of
the building under cons
truction. Sometimes con-
tractors do not follow
plans and specifications
properly in constructing
public buildings because
they want to make more
profits, But this they do at
the sacrifice of public
safety. Remeber the Ruby
Tower incident?

® & &

Defense  Minister Juan
Ponce Enrile deserves com-
mendation  for ordering
an Investigation ol the
spying activities being car-
ried out by police and mi-

Enrile action
laudable

By RAUL M. GONZALES

litary authorities on cam-
pus activities of the stu-
dents. Just a few weeks
back, 1 precisely wamned
about this situation be-
cause | know that while
the government makes the
announcements about
withdrawing  uniformed
police and military officers
inside school campuses,
there will remain the pene-
tration agents — the under-
cover groups who will con-
tinue monitoring the acti-
vities ol the students,
thereby defeating the an-
nounced relaxation on
campus aclivities. And my
skepticism proved true, as
now denounced by no less
than UP President Angara
himsel|
* " &

I suggest that the inves-
tigation against these cam-
pus spies who cannot
seem to trust their own
youth, should partake of
criminal prosecutions for
violation of the Anti-Wire
Tapping Law, RA 4200, so
we can send to jail these
violators of human and in-
dividual rights of our

people,
L B

It took a general’s son
to die as a resull of the
barbaric hazing rights at
the Philippine Military
Academy, before the top
peoplein the military hier-
archy would act in order
to put a stop to these
obnoxious practices of

BEST COPY AVAILABLE

Investigative
reporting

By ARMANDO J. MALAY

1 hate harping on the
failings of today's Philip-
pine press, but someone
has to do it if only to pre-
vent it from feeling smug
and ceasing to struggle to
regain fts lost freedom.

For a long time now,
the Manila papers, but es-
pecially the Bulletin To-
day, has been printing al-
most daily, complete with
photos, news of the inter-
ception of smuggled arti-
cles like wrist watches,

stereos, fancy jewelry,
fancy denims, etc. The
photos are standard: a

young man surnamed Fa-
rolan and his lieutenants
looking over the smuggled
goods, pleased as Punch
and giving an aura of effi-
ciency.

Now, why doesn’t an
enterprising reporter go
over one or two Yyears'
files of the Bulletin and
list the reported values of
all intercepted goods, and
find out if all the due ta-
xes and surcharges have
been collected? Then he’ll
know for sure if what is
due the government has
been paid, by whom, and
other facts. 1 have a nag-
ging suspicion that in
spite of the fanfare in the
press over the interception
of the goodies, not all the
taxes and surcharges that
should be slapped on the
smuggler are collected,
Since 1 only go by intui-
tion or suspicion, it is up
to the newspapers to
embark on this suggested
follow-up. Why isn't this
being done? Inshort, what
has happened fo investiga-
tive reporting?

A prestigious New York
paper, nine months after
a massive blackout of the
lighting system, researched
in all the hospitals to

find out how many un-
planned babies owed

their creation to the black-
out. Citing hospital statis-
tics, the paper came up
with an interesting and sig-
nificant follow-up to the
massive  blackout, nine
months after the other pa-
pers had forgotten it. The
story on the blackout ba-
by boom earned an award
for enterprise reporting.
(For all the snide remarks
on the American press by
local critics, that press still
comes up' with a perform-
ance that the timid or

shackled press of the*

Third World would do
well to emulate.)

Filosofo Tasio says he
is monitoring the local me-
dia. He should do more
monitoring along the line I
have suggested, He should
suggest ways and methods
of better performance. But
first Filosofo Tasio should
say who he really is (there
I go again).

As to that smart young
fellow named Farolan, if
he is the son or a nephew
of Modesto Farolan, one
of the greats of Philippine
press, I can imagine Don
Modesto addressing him
beyond the grave: **Sonny,
it is not enough that your
picture and that of your
men be on Page One each
time you make a haul.
Make your own’ investiga-

tion as to what happens

after the interception,
even if no newspaper
would do it or dare do it,
If T were still in active
journalism, I'd demand
that every newspaperman
does his duty. And you, a
Farolan, should support
every effort of honest and
enterprising  newspaper-
men to get the truth, even
if it costs your job.”

upperclassmen against
plebes. Personally, I can-
not understand why ha-
zing has still to be allowed
in these modern times. |
recall that a few years
back, a young promising
cadet named Salas lost his
life and several others gol
maimed because of the
brutalities of some goons
wearing the uniforms of
upperclassmen. After the
routine probes conducted,
nothing much has been

heared of the Salas inci-
dent. Now we have the son
of a general losing his life
to hazing. | do not know
when will these barbaric
rites end but | know that
these may be the fore-
runners of military officers
who become violators of
human rights after they
take command. With sol-
diers like these, who need

defenders of our rights?.
T

Page 8, please
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Views & Interviews

pupil on
Q.

COMM.

‘Squeeze Bee’
and progress

COMM.

COMM:

COMM.

By Prof. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALES

Interview with Salvador Roxas Gonzalez by a confused

the SQUEEZE BEE Inter-Barongbarong Contest.

Professor, 1 would like your comments on our

Inter-Barongbarong Squeeze Bee Contest. | will

give you the questions and answers, please give -
your comments, I just want to know whether

the questions and answers were correct. Let me

begin with the history category: Why did Pres-

ident Marcos impose martial law in 19727

To ensure the progress of the Philippines.

What progress? The correct answer is — to per-

petuate himself in power.

Who is the chairman of the Central Bank?
Laya.
The real chairman is Ferdinand Marcos.

Who is the foremost hero of the Philippines?
Ferdinand Marcos.

What happened with Jose Rizal? Did a Pres-
idential Decree change him?

Where is the capital of the Philippines?

In the island of Luzon, Manila.

In Malacanang, where most of the money of
the people are.

What is the economic program of the govem-
ment?

The TIPID savings plan, puwera ang gobierno
that spends P200 million for the Sports Festival,
another P200 million for the Film Festival, P1
billion for the KKK Festival, and others.
Correct!

This is now in mathematics, Professor. If one
man can do a piece of work in one day, in how
many days can ten men in the government do
the same piece of work?

One tenth day.

Wrong! K one man can do s piece of work in
one day, in the government ten men can do the
same piece of work in fen days. That’s bureau-
cratic arithmetic. :

If it costs the Highways Ministry P100 thou-
sand to cement one kilometer of road, how
much would it cost to cement one-half kilo-
meter?

PS50 thousand.

. Also P100 thousand, for nobody would know

the difference,

If in a presidential election candidate Antonio
has 40 percent chance of winning, Bartolome
30 percent, Santos 20 percent, and Marcos only
10 percent in a fair fight, but just before the
election Santos withdraws, what are now the
chances of the remaining three?

Antonio will now have 50 percent chance, Bar-
tolome 37 and a half chance, and Marcos 12
and a half chance. (Divide 1 by 0.8 and multi-
ply the old chances by this.)

Marcos will win. The others will be squeezed
out of the tally sheets.

This is now in the science category. If the earth
rotates once in 24 hours and revolves around
the sun once a year, why don’t we feel it?
Because we are small compared with the dis-
tances involved.

We will feel it after five bottles of beer.

Why are leaves green?

Because they reflect green light.

Better still, because they contain chlorophyll,
that’s why they reflect green light. But *‘chlo-
rophyll” is hard to spell, “reflect™ is easier.

Two ‘terrorists’ meet

senior Lopez’s terminal can-

cer was so advanced that

doctors were giving him only

a few more months to live.

His only remaining wish was

to see his eldest son freed

before he died.

Presy and | decided to

help. We volunteered to go to

Manila and try to find out

what more Marcos wanted to

release his prime hostage.

Presy called the palace and

talked to both Imelda and
Marcos,

““Please come and see us. It
will be great to see one of
my best friends,” Imelda had
said on the phone. She had
passed the phone to her hus-
band and Marcos had said,
“You are always welcome
here. Do come and see us.”
So Presy and 1 went. Du-
ring our two-week stay in Ma-
nila, Imelda allowed us to see
her twice, both times in
social gatherings surrounded
by dozens of other guests, We
told her we would appreciate
a private meeting with her
and her husband to discuss
the reason for our trip. We
were not granted a private
appointment by either Imelda
or Marcos. Finally,I wrote
Marcos, telling him that, reg-
rettably, we considered our
mission a failure and were
retuming the next day to San
Francisco,

Hours before our sche-
duled departure, Kokoy Ro-
mualdez suddenly appeared
to “‘invite” Presy and Geny’s
wife, Chita, “to see the
President on his yacht."” They
saw him for a few minutes,
during which Marcos said,
“it would be better if your
father came to see me perso-
nally to discuss this sensitive
matter.”

In spite of his grave con-
dition, old man Lopez did go
to the Philippines to see
Marcos. It was the last time he
would see his beautiful coun-
try. He returned to San
Francisco a few weeks later
without a resolution, He had
seen Marcos only once.

I took the pack of ciga-
rettes out of my pocket as

PART XXIX

Failure of the
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she finished describing her

“experiment”—I had not
smoked until now-—and
asked, “Would you mind if 1
smoked?”

“No, not at all. Please go
ahead,” she answered. Il am
sorry, | didn’t offer you
anything. Would you care to
take something?” she asked

attentively. .
“A cup of coffee would

be great, if it's not too much

trouble.”
“Colonel,” she tumed to

the man standing behind her.
“Colonel, have some coffee

and cookies sent up.”
“Yes, Mam.,” 1 (finally

heared the voice of the Col-
lonel. A few minutes later, a
huge silver tray arrived con-

" Meanwhile

taining servings for coffee,
tea, and at least one hundred
assorted cookies. Looking at
the huge tray, 1 smiled,
thanked the Colonel and
helped myself to the coffee.
Imelda resumed
the conversation.

“l don’t know why Presy
feels bad about me. We
were such close friend. I al-
ways liked and respected her,
When she left Manila with
you, we were on good terms.
When you visited Manila
years later, | welcomed you
both and treated her like the
old friend she was.”

I felt Imelda was now
moving in an unproductive
direction. 1 didn’t mind

B)’ METCh of 1974- the CONDENSED VERSION OF STEVE PSINAKIS‘ BO’OK a\roiding a debate on the me-

rits and demerits of her
barrio experiment, but 1
couldn’t feel honest if I re-
mained silent about the facts
surrounding our last and only
meeting in the past eleven
years.

From September 1972
until early 1974, my father-
in-law, Eugenio Lopez, Sr.,
patriarch of the Lopez fami-
ly, had been yielding to all
of Marcos’ demands in an
attempt to gain the freedom
of his imprisoned.! son,
Eugenio, Jr. (Geny). Imelda’s
brother, Benjamin *“Kokoy"
Romualdez, had been visiting
the senior Lopez in San Fran-
cisco almost every month
since late 1972, submitting
the Marcos’ demands, which,
if complied with, would pre-
sumably secure Geny’s free-
dom. By early 1974, Lopez
had given away all his multi-
million-dollar properties to
Marcos’ associates, but Geny
was still in jail.

To be continued

PRIMER:

The coconut levy

C. The Coconut Oligarchs’
Control of the Industry

In the words of Cocofed’s
own Executive Secretary,
Miss Emmeline Quinio:

*“Like the formidable Spar-
- tan phalanx, three vital
organizations of the indus-
try are now formed into a
solid equilateral triangle:
The Philippine Coconut
Authority, the Philippine
Coconut Producers Fed-
eration and the United
Coconut Planters Bank.
Each entity derives strength
from each other.
“It will ram through the
barriers to the future. The
Three entities are headed
by interlinking boards.”

A.
COMM.

COMM.

What is the meaning of “mass”? ——

Mass is the amount of matter in a given body.
That definition was discarded by the Viennese
physicist, Emst Mach, long ago. He is correct,
for up to now we don’t know ultimately what
matter is, and the definition doesn't tell us how
to calculate the amount. That was one of New-
ton's mistakes, like absolute space.

Why is the Philippine backward in science?
Because it is hard to study science and
graduation there is not much money in it,
Not quite. Because science has become a joke in
this country that even elementary school
supervisors are made judges of science contests
without knowing much about science and re-
fusing to correct their errors.

after

PART IV

Commenting on Miss Qui-
nio’s foregoing observation,
Colonel David wrote in his
abovementioned study of the
coconut industry:

‘A magnifying glass is not
necessary for one to see that
the said “three vital organ-
izations™* formed like a ‘Spar-
tan phalanx’ are actually one
formidable organization. . .
formed like a Spartan Spear
threateningly poised against
the poor coconut farmers.”

Identification of the offi-

cers and directors of the
“Spartan phalanx™ of the
Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA), Philippine Coconut
Planters Bank (UCPB) and
United Coconut Oil Mills Inc.
(Unicom) will show who are
the “Coconut Oligarchs” on
whose decisions and policies
rest the fate of the millions of
Filipinos in the coconut in-
dustry, Note that some names
repeatedly appear on the
Boards of the four interlock-
ing institutions of the coco-
nut industry.

Philippine Coconut Authority
(PCA)

On October 30, 1981, we’

in the Technical Staff called
up PCA to secure an official
list of the composition of the
PCA Board of Directors but
the request was denied. In

view of this constraint, we
publish instead the PCA Gov-
eming Board as embodied in
P.D. 1468:

a) Two representatives of
the government, one of
whom shall be designated by
the President as chairman and
the other as vice-chairman.

b) Three members recom:
mended by the Philippine
Coconut Producers. Federa-
tion (Cocofed).

¢) One member recom-
mended by the owner and
operator of the hybrid coco-
nut seednut farm herein
authorized to be established
(Agricultural Investment
Incorporated whose president
is Mr. Eduardo Cojuangco,
Ir.).

Agricultural  Investment
Inc., is a private profit-
oriented corporation, control-
led by Cojuangco. It holds a
contract with the government
to be the exclusive supplier
of all the coconut hybrid
seedlings required for the
coconut replanting program
which would cover the entire
coconut hectarage of the
country estimated at about
two million five hundred
thousand (2,500,000) hec-
tares for a period of 40 years.

To be continued
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building can be a white center, the children's
elephant in the days to hospital, the countless
come. We have the lung five-star hotels, the Marcos

Judicial notices

Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
Pasig, Metro Manila

File No, 81-2114
NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL SALE OF
FLORECLOSURE OF REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 381385,
as Amended by Act 4118,

By virtue of the power of attorney under a Deed of
real Estate Mortgage dated June 10, 1971, executed by
the Mortgagors RODOLFO LOPEZ FORMENTO, wi-
dower, formerly married to Manuela Sibunga Formento,
both Filipinos, of legal age, with address at 2200 Herran
St., Sta. Ana, Manila, for the account of R. Formento
Brokerage, Inc., and residing at No. 264 Don Miguel 8t.,
Greenhills Subd., San Juan, Metro Manila, in favor of
STATE INVESTMENTS HOUSE, INC., and for the sa-
tisfaction of the mortgage indebtedness, which as of Oc-
tober 21, 1981, amounts to P1,898,289.75 PESOS, with
interest, attorney’s fees and all lawful fees and expenses
of foreclosure, the OIC-Ex-Officio Prov'l Sheriff of
Rizal, hereby announces to all parties concerned and the
public in general that on DECEMBER 15, 1981, at
10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, in front
of his office at the ground Floor, New Hall of Justice
Bldg., Rizal Prov’l Capitol Compound, Pasig, Metro Ma-
nila, he or his deputy sheriff, will sell at public auction
to the highest bidder and for CASH, in Philippine Cur-
rency, the following described real property with all its
improvements existing thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO, 15805
PROVINCE OF RIZAL

A parcel of land (Lot 11, Block 1 of the subdivision
plan (LRC) Psd-4340, being a portion of Lot B-8-B-4
described on plan Psd-17711, LRC (GLRO) Record Nos.
699, 875 & 917), situated in the Barrio of Sta. Lucia,
Municipality of San Juan, Province of Rizal. Bounded
on the N., points 4 to 1 by'Lot 7, Block 1; on the E.,
points 1 to 2, by Lot 10, Block 1;on the S., points 2 to
3, by Road Lot 1 (10.00 m. wide); and on the W, points
3 to 4, by Lot 12, Block 1, all of the subdivision plan. ...
containing an area of SIX HUNDRED (600) SQUARE
METERS, more or less,"

“PROSPECTIVE BUYERS OR BIDDERS ARE HERE-
BY ENJOINED TO INVESTIGATE FOR THEM-
SELVES THE TITLE TO THE SAID PROPERTY
AND THE ENCUMBRANCES THEREON, IF ANY
THERE BE."

Pasig, Metro, November 16, 1981

(Sgd.) MAXIMO C, CONTRERAS
Acting Ex-Officid Prov'l Sheriff of Rizal

(Sgd.) NICANOR L. TOLENTINO
Deputy Shenff Incharge

Checked & Verified by:
(Sgd.) PABLO L. SY
Deputy Sheriff and Reviewing Officer

Y“AFTER DUE RAFFLE BY THE EXECUTIVE
JUDGE PUBLICAT.ON HAS BEEN AWARDED TO
THE WE FORUM
Copy Furnished:

Mr. Rodolfo L. Formento

2200 Herran St., Sta. Ana, Mla,, and

No. 264 Don Miguel St., Greenhills Subd.,

San Juan, Metro Manila

State Investment House, Inc,,
233 Trade & Commerce Bldg.,
J, Luna, Binondo, Manila

Dates of Publication:
WE Forum
Nov. 21, 28 & Dec. b, 1981

Bridge (“‘the costliest pe-
destrian bridge in the
world”"), the University of
Life, and many other
structures, that will soon
look like ghosts because
they have ceased to be of
any practical use to the
builders. The accident at
the Film Center is the re-
sult of bungling, inefficien-
cy and hasty planning.

We have enough of
these purely cosmetic pro-
jects, all pleasing to the
eye indeed, but inexpen-
sive and not worth the
pains in the long run. An
ostentatious display of
“wealth” will work to our
disadvantage too.

. W

There is, as they say,
more than meets the eye
in the government deci-
sion to review all radio
and television broadcast
permits and licenses by a
newly-created telecommu-
nications commission.

Assemblyman Reu-
ben Canoy is right in sus-
pecting that the phrase
“liability to society” s
too broad to be used as a
reasonable standard for
refusing broadcast permits.
It is really a move to cur-
tail freedom of expression.

Canoy said that “‘when
station owners and opera-
tors have to live in cons-
tant fear of losing their
licenses and their liveli-
hood for being ‘liabilities
to society,” none would

.dare offend the govern-

ment in any way. Self-
censorship, especially
when it is practiced in the
name of survival, can be
the worst form of control
since it is often carried to
extremes.”

Minister Gregorio Cen-
dana, however, emphasi-
zes that the government
had no such intention of
curtailing their legitimate
functions. Is that so?

Viewpoints

From page 6

NOTICE

MARCELINA TACBAD, FELICIANO TACBAD and GENO-
VEBA TACBAD all are resident of 2227 —A~ Inl. Francsco
Varona Street, Tondo, Manila all are Filipino Citizens, Maried
and all are legal age signed a document “DEED OF DONA-
TION" before Atty. JOSE T. CONSTANTINO, a Notary Pub-
lic.

Under this document, Marcelina Tacbad, Feliclano Tacbad,
and Genoveba Tacbad which are brother and sisters are both
heir of the right over the property of their late parent which is
located at Lot No. 4, Block GE-5 at PHH.C,, Novaliches,
Quezon City with an area of 150 Sq. Meters. That their in-
herited right over such property was donated to their another
brother, FERNANDO TACBAD, JR., and upon doing this
“Deed ‘of Donation”, Fernando Tacbad Jr. will shoulder all the
responsibilities over such piece of land to the National Housing
Authority.

WE FORUM -
Nov. 28, 1981

Imagine Prime Minister
Cesar Virata proposing to
give the Meralco even
wider power areas to
service? At present the Me-
ralco has proven so effete
that 1 cannot imagine how
bad the service will be if
we give it more areas to
serve. Maybe instead of
four - hour brownouts.
three times a day, we
shall start experiencing 24~
hour pawer interruptions.
Then Meralco can just
pass the blame to the NPC
which, in tum, will just
pass the buck to the
Meralco.

“6,000 More Jobless
before X’mas” — headline
story in a major daily
last Nov. 18. Another
proof of the achievements
of the New Republic.
Res ipsa loquitor.

* % =%

Another fire has hit
Manila’s City Hall within a
few months, First the Re-
gistry of Deeds- got bumed,
destroylng many impor-
tant records; now the
courts have been hit and it
will take months to inven-
tory what records have
been destroyed by this
fire. Imagine 1 rushed
back from abroad, after
attending the conference
sponsored by the Asian
Legal Research Institute
because of three cases
scheduled for trial in va-
rious salas of the CFI,
Manila on Nov. 19, only to

find that courts were out =
because of the fire.
" " %

I am amused at a co-
lumn item written by a
supposed responsible co-
lumnist while 1 was still
in Japan. He .insinuates
that 1 have been spreading
the word around about my
closeness to Ninoy Aquino
because of the forthco-
ming elections in 1984, He
says that 1 was never that
close with Ninoy before
Martial Law because Ni-
noy’s human rights were
not violated then. After
martial law, | was one of
the very few who fought
for Ninoy's life never thin-
king about elections in
1984. After all what elec-
tions are we talking about?
But records in the Sup-
reme Court will show that
I was the one who filed
the cases after Ninoy was
railroaded to conviction
by the Military Commis-
sion, which resulted in the
Military Commission being
restrained in  proceeding
with the trial. I think, con-
trary to the biased view of
this super columnist, 1 am
far from beiflg an oppor-
tunist, On the contrary,
1 fought for Ninoy when
the chips were down;
unlike some of Ninoy’s
people before martial law
who abandoned him for the
more safe and convenient
areas after Ninoy was de-
tained.

Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
Pasig, Metro Manila

File No. 81-16856

NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL SALE OF
FORECLOSURE OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

By virtue of the power of attorney under a Deed of
Real Estate Mortgage dated October 10, 1979, executed
by the Mortgagor/s SPOUSES CATALINO CASTRO
SOLIMAN and JURIES UMALI SOLIMAN, No. Gana
St., Better Living Subdivision in favor of Mortgagee/s
PHILIPPINE TILES CORPORATION; Paranaque, Me-
tro-Mla, with postal address at 150 4th Ave,, Grace Park,
Caloocan City and for the satisfaction of the mortgage
indebtedness, which as of November 16,1981, amounts
to P70,864.00 PESOS, with interest, attorney’s fees and
all lawful fees and expenses of foreclosure, the Ex-Officio
Provincial Sheriff of Rizal, hereby announces to all par-
ties concerned and the public in general that on
December 22, 1981 at 10:00 o’clock in the morning or
soon thereafter, in front of his Office at the Ground
Floor, New Hall of Justice Bldg,, Rizal Frov'l. Capitol
Compound, Pasig, Metro Manila he or his authorized de-
puty sheriff, will sell at public auction to the highest bid-
der and for cash, in Philippine Currency, the following
described real property/ies with all its improvementa
existing thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO, 895311-
13109-A
METROQ-MANILA, DIST, IV, Bk, No, 72-A, P-49

“A parcel of land (Lot 26, Block 1 of the consolida-
tion-subdivision plan (LRC) Pes-16622, being a portion
of the consolidation of Lot A, (LRC) Psd-3415 & Psu-
169010-B, L.R.C.Record Nos. N-16243 & N-15851),

situated in the Barrio of Ibayo, Municipality of Parana-
que, Province of Rizal, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the
NE., points b to 6 by Lot 32 (Alley) on the SE., pointa 6
to 1 by Lot 25; on the SW., points 1 to 2 by Lot 28, all
of Block 1, and on the NW, points 2 to 5 by Road Lot
2, all of the consolidation-subdivision plan. x x x x x
containing an area of THREE HUNDRED NINETY
TWO (392) SQUARE METERS, more or less x X X X X

Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined to
investigate for themselves the title/s to the said proper
ty/ies and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Pasig, Metro Manila, November 16, 1981

(Sgd) MAXIMO C, CONTRERAS
Acting Ex-Officio Provincial Sheriff

(Sgd.) BONIFACIO M, SUMULONG
Deputy Sheriff Incharge

Checked & Verified by:

(Sgd.) PABLO L, SY
Deputy Sheriff & Reviewing Officer

AFTER DUE RAFFLE BY THE EXECUTIVE JUDGE

PUBLICATION
WE FORUM

Dates of Publication
WE Forum

Nov, 21, 28 & Dec, 5, 1981

Copy lurnished:
All concerned.

HAS BEEN AWARDED TO THE

8PS. CATALINO CASTRO SOLIMAN
&JURIES UMALI SOLIMAN, 26 Gana St,

Better Living Subd. Paranaque M.M. and or South

Admiral Village
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Mindanao... as well as re-
search on the Japanese mar-
ket undertaken in Japan by
PARC’s banana research
team.”

The violations being com-
mitted by the foreign-con-
trolled corporations, accord-
ing to the quarterly, revolves
around a Constitutional pro-
vision limiting corporate own-
ership or control of lands to
1,024 hectares.

To circumvent the limita-
tion, the foreign corporations
use two “tools.” These are
“Lease Contract’” and “Farm
Management Contract,” ac-
cording to AMPO.

AMPO describes how the
corporations overcome the
limitation:

The Lease Contract

A lease contract is entered
into by a banana company
and a small landowner whose
land has been identified as
suitable for banana produc-
tion. The terms of the lease
include the manner of pay-
ment to the landowner and
the period of the lease, with
the company being the only
party with the option to re-
new the lease. All lease agree-
ments stipulate that land-
owners should not encumber
their lands to a third party
for the duration of the con-
tract.

Most of the leases, how-
ever, were contracted not be-
tween the individual land-
owner and the corporation it-
self, but between a land-
owner and a corporate of-
ficial or dummy. Thus what
appears on the records is that
the transactions are between
individuals. This is peculiar to
those transactions involving
lands granted to settlers
through the homestead or the
free patent awards under the
Public Land Act.

The Public Land Act had
attached several restrictions
on the disposition of public
lands acquired under a home-
stead or a free patent grant,

one of which prohibited cor-

porations from acquiring such
lands for purposes other than
educational, charitable or reli-
gious or for a road right of
way.

This Act, however, does
not restrict individual persons
from acquiring such lands. So
what appear to be formidable
obstacles to a banana corpo-
ration’s drive lo concentrate
land are easily surmounted by
going through the motion of
having the lands leased by in-
dividual persons — individual
owners of the corporation or
shareholders, or the owners’
relatives by affinity or by
blood, One former banana
executive, technically out of
the business, is still formally

in it because he had leased
lands in his name for his

former employer, a banana
corporation which s still
operating.

In Aug. 1975, the Martial
Law governmient issued Fresi-
dential Decree 763 which
amended the Public Land Act
to expand corporate land-
holdings to include “com-
mercial and industrial” ven-
tures. The decree sought to
remove “‘obstacles to the ef-
forts of the private sector to
accelerate economic develop-
ment.”

This amendment by decree
is backed up by the Consti-
tution of 1973. Whereas the
1935 Constitution limited
corporate acquisition of lands
of the public domain for edu-
cational, religious, charitable

and road right of way pur-
poses, the Martial Law consti-
tution allows the private cor-
porate use of public lands
even for commercial and in-
dustrial purposes.

It is decidedly more advan-
tageous for a company to
Tease rather than purchase
lands for its banana planta-
tion. For one thing, the com-
pany does not have to worry
about land taxes; these are
paid by the landowner him-
self. For another, the com-
pany needs to raise only a
small amount of money for
the lease rent than in con-
trast to outright purchase of
lands. Furthermore, the com-
pany can easily move out of
the leased area to more fer-
tile, less exhausted lands after
the lease term expires or even
within the duration of the
agreement.

Various tactics were em-
ployed by the banana corpo-
rations, ranging from sweet
talk to violent ejection of
occupants of lands, to in-
duce small
part with their lands. Small
landowners would not nor-
mally lease, much less sell,
their lands to anybody.

However, a typical lease-
hold agreement is auickly
sealed when the corporation
offers” five years advanced
rent payment. This sum of
money, a huge sum to a
small landowner who has pre-
viously not seen that much
money let alone earned it, is
a great attraction to most
landholders. Municipal or
barrio officials are given spe-
cial offers of 10 years ad-
vance payment for their small
plots located within the area
of the pmojected banana
plantation. This usually sec-
ures for the corporation a
core of influential communi-

ty personalities who help the
corporations convince other
landowners to lease  their

ds.
But other corporations go
a step further. On top of the

lease rental advance, these

Japan
on Philippines bananas,
pointing out it might
disrupt the tariff system
agreed upon at the Tokyo
round of multilateral trade
negotiations and that
marked-down Philippine
bananas could compete
with domestically «pro-
duced bananas, -

He also noted Japan has
received a similar request

from other members of
the Association of the

Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN).

Kameoka then con-
vieyed the Japanese govern-
ment’s hope to start nego-
tiations at an early date on
Japanese fishermen’s

From page 1

ope'rnting in the Philippine
200-mile economic zone,
which was enforced in
Nov. 1980.

Pena replied that the
Philippines wants to dis-
cuss the matter with Japan
as soon as it comes up
with rules on fishing
operation in the area.

According to the fish-
ery agency, Japanese fish-
ermen hauled in the Philip-
pines coastal waters about
4860 tons of tuna and
bonito in 1978 and about
2,200 tons in 1979. But
the Japanese fishermen
have been shut out of the
wters since November last
year.

landowners to

corporations look for another
plot of land for rice farm:
ing and buy it for the land-
owner so the latter can con-
tinue planting rice if he wants
to. So the farmer now has a
cash advance, new land, and
still owns his leased land. This
offer iy irresistible.

For big landowners with
tenanted lands, this offer to
lease pirovides a more pleas-
ing alteirnative to possible ex-
propriation by “land re-
form.” Land reform under
martial law only covers te-
nanted rice and corn lands.
Lands devoted to export
crops are exempted. These
landowners simply convert
their rice lands to export
crop lands and execute an
Affidavit of Non-Tenancy.
This affidavit is important
since a banana corporation
cannot legally occupy lands
which are tenanted. At this
point we can see that a
deeper implication of the
setting up of banana planta-
tions is that it subverts the
“land reform’” program of the
government.

Once a lease contract has
been signed, the banana cor-
poration proceeds to dig up
the land and construct
ditches and irrigation canals.
Meanwhile, the landowner re-
ceives a yearly rent payment
which, in 1968-1969 when
the companies raced ‘against
each other to acquire lands,
normally amounted to not
more than 300 pesos per hec-
tare per year. This rental
would be raised to not more
than 450 pesos after a ten-
year period. It is the land-
owner’s responsibility to pay
all taxes due to the land.

Whether the company
terminates the agreement at
the time of its expiration or
during its term, the land-
holder shall alane restore the
land’s physical as well as or-
ganic condition. The land-
holder would need a big
amount just to cover the
ditches dug up by the com-

pany and to apply the needed
soil amendments to restore
the land’s fertility. The small
rent, if any of it is left,
cannot conceivably be
enough to cover all the ne-
cessary expenses.

The Farm Management
Contract

The farm managemerat
contract, unlike the lense
agreement, is more expedient
for the banana company. The
documents affirming the con-
tract do not have to go all
the way to Manila for ap-
proval by the Ministry of Na-
tural Resources since it is not
legally a lease agreement but
merely a private contract.
Thus the farmi management
contract provided a faster
vehicle for land acquisition
and concentration. In the Da-
vao del Norte Register of
Deeds, the famn management
contracts recorded were all
virtually for growing bana-
nas.

Aside from the expediency
with which it can concen-
trate lands, the banana corpo-
ration utilizes the farm man-
agement contract in order to
avoid legal complications re-
garding the use of lands
covered by the public land
laws of the country. A farm
management  contract,is.re-
sorted to, therefore, when
lease or sale is not possible.

In a farm management
contract, the landowner “‘ap-
points” a “Manager or Ad-
ministrator” of his land “for
the development, cultivation,
improvement and administra-
tion and general management
(of the land) as an agricul-
tural development project,
more particularly for the
purpose of planting and grow-
ing bananas and/or other
crops and of marketing the
products and fruits thereof.”
As in the lease agreement, the
management contract is for
aout 10 to 15 years, renew-
able at the option of the
“manager,” It requires the
landowner to clear his land of

Missing
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Balita
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storry because they know
that Sta. Ana was due for
reli;case. The wife and
daghter, Procesa Santos
anid Jennifer, 7, spent days
witki him' in the detention
cell ,
All three, together with
a co-worker of Sta. Ana,
were picked up by 10 uni-
f ormed military men at his
Iyoarding house at the Ba-
taan Export Processing
Zone where he was work-
ing.
Here's Mrs. Sta. Ana’s
story on the arrest, as re-
lated by the Kapisanan
 Para sa Pagpapalayaat Am-
nestiya ng mga Detenido
sa Pilipinas (K APATID):

“Nene (Mrs. Sta. Ana’s
nickname) and younger
daughter, Jennifer, went
to visit him from Manila
four months later on June
23, They were engaged in
some light moments in An-
tonio’s boarding house to-
gether with Emiliano Pa-
guio, his co-worker at the
BEPZ, when 11 uniformed
military men barged into
the house. The four, in-
cluding little Jennifer,
were arrested by the mili-
tary men led by Capt. Ri-
cardo Quinto and Capt.
Alata. They were not told
why they were being ar-
rested.

“Blindfolded, they
were taken to Camp To-
lentino for interrogation.
It was here that Nene for
the first time came to wit-
ness and experience just
what interrogation by the
military meant.

“It was three days and
nights without food, little
sleep, in a cell separated
from her husband where
the authorities could come
anytime they wished,

“After three days, they
were finally placed toge-
ther in one cell. But still
no visitors were allowed
them. In order to notify
her family in Manila of

any obstacle to the setting

up of a plantation, such as
fruit trees, crops, etc. It also
requires the landowner to
clear his land of any tenant.

The landowner is renume-
rated by a fixed “guaranteed
profit” or 5 percent of the
gross sales from the bana-
nas, whichever is higher. This
payment to the landowner is
actually the rent paid by the
manager to his land but the
word *‘rent” is avoided, again
to distinguish it from a lease
contract and to avoid legal
questions,

This arrangement is clearly
a case of going and the law
using legal loopholes to effect
land concentration. However,

acts of multinationals were
deleted;

“My proposed column for
last Nov. 14 relating to the
observations made by Assem-
blyman Arturo M. Tolentino
in his speech about press
freedom in the country was
not published.”

According to Fajardo, To-
lentino revealed that the
widely-circulated publications
and all other forms of mass
media are owned by relatives
and cronies of the President.

He also assailed the fact
that most newsmen are per-
sonally benefitting from their
habit of reneging from their
duty to expose venalties and
corruption in the govern-
ment.

*“] cannot compromise my
principles regarding the faith-
ful expression of the truth
and the exercise of press free-
dom,” Fajardo stressed.

their fate, Nene slipped a
pote to a vendor outside
their cell telling him to
send a telegram to her
brother.

“On June 30, Nene and
her daughter were released
from detention, thanks to
her brother who worked
for it. Antonio, though in-
cluded in the release pa-
per, was made to remain
for a few more days pend-
ing further investigation
by military officials from
‘Camp Olivas. Having no
choice, Nene and Antonio
just banked on the milita-
ry’s promise to release him
in a few days.

“Ten days passed, and
still no word was heard
aout her husband. On July
11, Nene went to Camp
Tolentino to inquire from
the military authorities
about the continued de-
tention of her husband. To
her surprise, she was told
that Antonio together
with three other detainees,
had escaped from prison.”

this can still be contested and
declared null and void, but
not illegal, unfortunately. In
contesting it a third party
must express its interest in
the deal and manifest its op-
position, and it must be will-
ing to pursue the case to its
just resolution. Although the
government can be that third
party, it has shown neither
willingness nor resolve to pro-
secute those who skirt the
laws. It is apparent that the
government fas no desire to
lose the foreigncontrolled
business sector by upholding
the land laws of the coun-

try.
(To be continued)
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Sa balota,
hindi sa bola

Ni FRANCISCO *“SOC” RODRI

Pinuri ni Pres. Marcos ang “‘athletics™ o palakasan.

Sa larangan daw ng palakasan, an} lahat ay pantay-
pantay. . . .maging maralita o mayaman. Pare-pareho
daw ang mga reglamento para sa mga manglalaro, kaya’t
ang lahat ay may pagkakataong manalo.

Ang katangiang iyan ng palakasan, ani Pres. Mar-
cos, ay siyang sandigan ng demokrasya,

Bayan, hindi kaya sumagi sa isip ni Pres. Marcos,
habang sinasabi niya iyan, na ang tunay na sandigan ng
demokrasya ay hindi matatagpuan sa palakasan kundi sa
HALALAN; hindi sa bola kundi sa BALOTA!

At, kung tapat siya sa kanyang sinabi, bakit hindi
niya pairalin sa halalan ang “pantay-pantay” at ‘‘pare-
parehong™ mga reglamentong segun sa kanya'y ginaga-
mit sa palakasan?

Bakit masyado niyang ginigipit ang oposisyon?
Bakit ayaw niyang bigyan ito ng kahit katiting na
“sporting chance” sa halalan?

Bakit niya itinaas ang ‘age requirement” sa
50-taon upang ma-disqualify si Ninoy Aquino? Bakit
niya isinara ang pintuan ng mass media sa opisisyon?
Bakit niya ginawang “by region” ang dating “by dis-
trict” na eleksyon para sa Batasan? . . . at idinagdag pa
niya ang “block voting” . . . gayong alam niyang iya'y
masyadong desbentaha sa oposisyon? Bakit laging napa-
kaikli ang itinatakda niyang panahon ng kampanya?
Bakit ayaw niyang pumayag na rebisahin ang talaan ng
mga botante? BaKit ayaw niyang reorganisahin ang
COMELEC gayong ito'y mas kinasusuklaman ng bayan
kaysa mga hukuman? Balit kinakasangkapan niya para
sa kanyang mga kandidato ang mga sundalo ng gobyer-
no? Bakit niya pinapayagan ang paggamit ng salapi,
lakas, daya, at pananakot upang masiguro ang panalo
sa halalan? Bakit ginagamit niva ang ‘“‘turncoatism”
upang ma-disqualify ang mga nanalong kandidato ng
oposisyon, gayong siya ang Numero Unong “‘turn-
coat” sa kasaysayan ng ating bansa?

Bakit ang pinupuri niyang mga bagay sa pala-
kasan ay hindi niya pairalin para sa HALALAN? Bakit
ang itinatalumpati ay tumbalik sa INUUGALI?

Bakit nga kaya?

L

FREE ENTERPRISE!

Ipinahayag ni Pres. Marcos na iyan ang patakarang
kanyang laging sinusunod upang magkaroon ng pagba-
bago. '

Magandang pakinggan ang salitang “free enter-
prise’’, Ngunit, dapat liwanagin ang kahulugan nito.

Ang kahulugan ba niyan ay *laissez faire” o
“maglabo-labo tayo at matira ang matibay”*?

Kung iyan ang kahulugan, lason iyan para sa ating
bayan, sapagkat ang ating mga negosyanteng Pilipino
ay walang kapana-panalo sa mga higanteng dayuhan,
kapag parehas ang labanan. Ang katumbas niyan ay
ilaban nang parehas si Rolando Navarette (junior fly-
weight) kay Larry Holmes (heavyweight).

Iyan marahil ang dahilan kung bakit pinalakpakan
ang sinabing iyan ni Marcos ng mga dambuhalang ko-
mersyanteng dayuhang dumalo sa 27th Conference ng
International Chamber of Commerce.

Isa pa.

Ang kahulugan ba ng “‘free enterprise” ay ‘‘bale-
todo ang kahit anong metodo”. . . pati ang KRONISMO
at PABORITISMO?

Kung iyan ang kahulugan, walang pagasa ang or-
dinaryong negosyante o pabrikante, kahit siya'y may
sapat na talino, sipag at kakayahan,

Ang tanging magtatagumpay ay ang mga Kamag-
anak at kroni ng Malakanyang.

, Magtatamasa ang iilan; magdurusa ang sangbaya-
nan/ *

Kaya't uulitin ko ang lagi kong sinasabi: Muling
pdiralin sana ang makatarungang nasyonalismo. Bigyan
ng sapat na proteksyon ang Pilipino.

At, alisin ang KRONISMO! Bigyan ng pantay-
k pantay na oportunidad ang bawat tao!

Bill to benefit U.S. Pinoy
filed in U.S.Congress

A bill pending in the
US. Congress seeks to
classify Filipinos as “Fili-
pinos” in certain records,
As it is now, Flipinos, are
grouped under a general
classification of Asian
Pacific Islander.

The Filipinos having a
distinct ethnic classifica-
tion has some advantage,
according to the Philippine
News, largest Filipino
community newspaper in
the U S.

The bill was introduced

Sept. 30 by Rep. Norman
Shumway. It is intended
to work as Senate Bill
1140 did for Filipino
employees in the State of
California, the News said,
Here's a portion of the
news story:
~ Shumway, a Repub-
lican, represents the 14th
District of Califomia,
which includes Stockton
and the rich agricultural
delta areas of the San Joa-
quin and Sacramento
rivers. Early  Filipino
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pioneers to Califomia
worked in these aréas as
itinerant farmworkers and
have settled there over a
long period of time.
Filipinos in California
have been classified as
“Filipino” since 1977
when a bill introduced in
the Assembly became law,
The bill provided that “a
city, country or city and
county which has at least
5,000 residents or in
which 5 percent of the
population is of Filipino
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Q.C. Fiscal told
to prosecute case

The Minister of Justice has
directed Quezon City Fis-
cal Sergio F. Apostol to pro-
ceed with the prosecution of
Philippine  National Bank
Branch Manager Edilberto E,
Bernal and employee Arturo
E. Oebanda, Jr. on charges of
libel filed against them by
WE Forum columnist Ernes-
to Rodriguez, Jr. two years
ago.

The charge arose from a
collection letter received by
Rodriguez from the bank,
saying that he owned the
bank P67,900,

Rodriguez said he did not
owe the bank a single centavo
and filed a Pl million suit
against Bernal and Oebanda.

Preliminary  Investigation
of the suit, docketed as I.S.
79-15947, showed aprima
facie case, and in a resolution,
Apostol forwarded the case
to the Court of First In-
stance where it was recorded
as Criminal Case No. 1-12814.

After Bernal and Oebanda
had been arraigned by the
CFI, Apostol, acting on a pe-
tition for reconsideration
filed by Bemal and Oeban-
da, dismissed the case in a
subsequent resolution,

The Minister set aside the

_/ resolutiondismissing the com-

plaint now pending in Branch
XVIII, presided over by Exe-
cutive Judge Ernani Cruz
Pano.

Apostol was told by the
Minister that when the Minis-
try denied the appeal of res-
pondent Bernal on Dec. 3,
1980, the original resolution
of the fiscal's office finding a
prima facie case for libel
against the two respondents
had become final.

*You should not have én-
tertained any further petition

for reconsideration or review
in the case,” the Minister

wrote the Quezon City Fiscal
on Oct. 29, 1981, “much less
igsued a subsequent resolu-
lLion dismissing the complaint
for libel with respeci to res-
pondent Edilberto E. Bernal.
Furthermore, under Section
13 (3) of Ministry Circular
No. 36, this Ministry  does
not entertain any appeal from
the fiscal's resolution in case
any of the respondents has al-
ready been arraigned. Conse-
quently, you should not have

disturbed your  original
resolution in LS. No. 79-
15947 because respondent

Arturo B. Oebanda, Jr., had
already been arraigned.”
Rodriguez had, through
his chief counsel, former Im-
migration Commissioner

Martiniano P. Vivo, submit-
ted to the Ministry of Justice
a petition for review of the
City Fiscal's  resolution
dismissing the complaint,

The libel suit filed by
Rodriguez, a former director

of public libraries and long-
time president of the College
Editors Guild Alumni Asso-
ciation, is being represented
in court, aside from Vivo, by
lawyers Simplicio R. Ciocon,
Edmundo A. Baculi, Alfredo
C. Flores, Clemente M. So-
riano, Gaudencio T. Bocobo,
Jose R. Segastian, Raul M.
Gonzalez, Benjamin F. Estrel-
la, Leovillo C. Agustin,
Gregorio B, Veluz, David E.
Calvario and Rodrigo A. Li-
porada. Assistant City Fsical

Amado N, Costales is trial fis-
cal in the criminal case,

Assistant City Fiscal Nestor
P, Batungbacal filed the orig-
nal  information,

ancestry or ethnic origin
according to the 3
federal census, to identi

the racial or ethnic charac
teristics of its employees’
as “Filipino.”

When Califonia’s S.B
1140 took effect, Filipinos
were able to make
stronger argument for
more hiring of Filipinos
Califonia municipalities
and city governments
those locales where there
were large number o
Filipinos,

Shumway’s more far-
reaching bill includes not|
only city or county
employees but also in-
cludes any record required
to be compiled that clas-
sifies persons according to
ethnicity or national origin
to include a *“Filiping”
category.

If allowed to pass, the
federal government would
be able to keep records on
the number of employees
it has that are Filipino. As
it is now, federal records
lump Filipinos in the
general classification of
Asian/Pacific Islander,
along with Chinese, Japa-
nese, Samoans, Hawaiians,
Vietnamese and others
from that region of the
world.

In the 1980 Census,
Filipinos were able to
check off their ethnicity as
“Filipino” due to efforts
by the community.
Figures released by the
U.S. Bureau were able to
show Filipinos as the
largest Asian ethnic group
in California and the sec-
ond largest Asian ethnic
group in the country. —

Shumway's bill has
been referred to the Com-
mittee on Government
Operations.
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