Philippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoints

Volume 21 | Number 4 Article 11

12-31-1973

Silent Invasion

S.J. McCarthy

Follow this and additional works at: https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies

Recommended Citation

McCarthy, S.J. (1973) "Silent Invasion," Philippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoints: Vol.
21: No. 4, Article 11.

DOI: https://doi.org/10.13185/2244-1638.1997

Available at: https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol21/iss4/11

This Book Review is brought to you for free and open access by the Ateneo Journals at Archium Ateneo. It has
been accepted for inclusion in Philippine Studies: Historical and Ethnographic Viewpoints by an authorized editor
of Archium Ateneo.


https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol21
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol21/iss4
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol21/iss4/11
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol21%2Fiss4%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://doi.org/10.13185/2244-1638.1997
https://archium.ateneo.edu/phstudies/vol21/iss4/11?utm_source=archium.ateneo.edu%2Fphstudies%2Fvol21%2Fiss4%2F11&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages

philippine studies

Ateneo de Manila University - Loyola Heights, Quezon City - 1108 Philippines

Silent Invasion

Review Author: Charles J. McCarthy, S.J.
Philippine Studies vol. 21, no. 4 (1973): 480-482

Copyright © Ateneo de Manila University

Philippine Studies is published by the Ateneo de Manila
University. Contents may not be copied or sent via email
or other means to multiple sites and posted to a listserv
without the copyright holder’'s written permission. Users
may download and print articles for individual, noncom-
mercial use only. However, unless prior permission has
been obtained, you may not download an entire issue of a
journal, or download multiple copies of articles.

Please contact the publisher for any further use of this
work at philstudies@admu.edu.ph.

http://www.philippinestudies.net
Fri June 30 13:30:20 2008



B0 PHILIPPINES PUENES

SnitwR l”kﬂ@bﬂe,mwm Asiai:Byi arth Aleshndir
bdsosdon s Macdoriald ambﬂti.é 19&3.; Rifitand 1274 pages; £3:80 ¢ 2n0itnem
oals dud” anicivnteg tuods faui o sud - fodoN obasoei td 2olinseien
}L) auads aaaridl) by s

oyl e Sos o itk B To0nblist BN T SSUtne ekt R’
srﬁi‘j;“ fm’[ "“’1‘, g%gwij ¥ ééis’% }?d%aigé siinilaFity bitween thie’
fo unes o the Je’rséa’s and' thé” ot imﬁiéﬂéf Asﬂi’tw

Y hgle. pe ontexﬁds at th al ‘Pdkrd 5} "th U

U x‘,‘qs ﬁ AC OJI m}wjgﬂm é{op M i

) > Sy hhsbfe\ev.\ thfllr HS 53 9% tﬁ‘ o

st

1 ) \,n 31,4 220518 . oy
‘ e 3 eﬁqw ?gs}f\f{h epaf SY ek s “\’vg it m“;e‘n,t’::g al A haﬁa"fﬂ( €ars
Eg} 3 cOmpouﬁ w;l aqli_ep(q e smcex 950, 'Alexandé "1 ”
anc'g e al t b ﬁi werftl imt &P iﬁnghéi g d,r

ep rful impac
lquwagx)gor he Vi P&m&x wars, i i}st& oﬁrtﬁ ¥
v 1,200 5 $ u"e” A s
tQ, zgrgt;onal jracism. ” _\m ‘bﬁcr ar of Conin .1n“ﬁ1e ’l{ }?t se
viens, e shtion, yenbired ?%lfec ‘Southdaat Ksiait ‘?‘,‘3?3" 1
The book moves along'in read’a’gle na t'is s ¢ v the wea Ik
nesses 3s well _.,byt ¢ strengths of J9ufnal in co 1trast, to scholarahip
ev,e(n}ff?s : 'gl'd’gg'if”,ux ‘_yei; i "t;\é rh’a{ . Jt britigs toge the{‘accduﬁts
'the ij“ of the "Chinese "¢dmim ‘fgl,;y i the” }*?(a!éban '19481960°
“Emerg x&cy" ‘,’nd.‘ fhg/l{udfa Lt %u‘r riots of May 1989. 1n ‘lesser depih’
AJexander describes. the build-up ‘4n g6 of ihé Sépj.emliér 30, 1‘965’
i ' ra
%hzﬁé part,

te pt dj coup in In&'oneql )

qulﬁiamanﬁanj sceq ] ‘herfu? f‘qx;
iy, gueri] gtexﬁ'onsm : at
<. Shulents, whe want, an yeral] glancs at thess spisodes 16 |
of ;sogjal,, political and security. ,srgmfmnce will find : the he
and, werthwhile readipg. .. £ ol e
- Throughout; the, 274 page work, the authos, clears l;her Owerss .
Off any ;charge. that they, are an imminent or; aggressive reat, to, ‘the,
sovereigniy a,ad Andenendenge of, theix host couniries, O the contrary, he.

holdg that., tbef indigenous lesders. who.yield to anti-Chinese prejudices, in
Malaysia, and Indonesia; for; instance, .are over the long range their. o\m
worst enemies, Unfortunately Alexander oversimplifies certain dssues abpu;
which he writes, and he phrases his qemm:eﬁ ina q;y{e mgensltxve f:o j:h,g,

Whlcb bed,ep om, S
He Jepresents the.N

..........

in the: internal affpirs 'and forelz M making, of, Nanyang,
han tge Go m“msﬁ aut! mues ﬁh Q“M 90*@)’;?8&)0
M :.awm ms (ox ﬁ* newsman’s haste)
) !

hetrayed the é'y a;x,f;gtp;,’, o1

il € nd vgw eid b
was followed by a sharp;ﬁ.eglm nﬁ Oversess aneseegmqqtmem-m
Taiwan. Japanese ‘satellite’ companies, which had contributed so much
to.Taiwan’s prosperity, began closing local factories at an accelerating
rate in expectation of China opening her doors to foreign companies




2. BQOK REMIBWH i 481

s whicki:didatctrede ‘wikdy Faiwan, Saddenlythe Nationalists were faced
23t (tha brespect of logingisheiraueclser imbrela: as.welk »s a:apb-
of mtantisk slicd: ofvthe s miye foty-$iv o pos: cent -of their G Ny which
seame from interpationabirade[The siratagiciand vconomie:consequences
srefcAmenieaiyshanged poliny-wiere sdormoua Adikaugh: ithierd: wasino
rolmmediste sthoeat; nkiinwesion ifrom [ the: mainland; ecatoniic stagnation
sslngmadods i frightening: rossibility for Tdiwain. And Withiout athriving
joecofbmydt whsunlikaly thvib Praiwanyaltreadysivorn of heantns . military
. aid, wpuldhesablevto keep cupriitsvdefiénse sequiréments™ (p. 198).
rioAlestander! corvdctly: chrenidessthencollafise tifvChinese isécrit sotieties
in. the Nenpang countried; especially it SingappoeisndMalaya; whepe they:
had been so mischief-making, during the Japanese occupation years, 1942
to 1945. 11557300 L osabaa)

After the riots the Tunku spoke of ‘the growing menace of Chinese
secret societies’. To research an article, I went to see the heads of the
secret society divisions of the Singapore and the Malayan police. I was
surprised to discover that, according to the police of both countries, the
secret societies were on their last legs. While the Malaysian government

. v afficialyn¢lailned thit, 226 secret{Boeinties werm ikeeping up the: blaadv
~rouidingRyiadtradition; Malayélanpolite confidertially: assibbed nivi: that
less than half a dozen actually did so. The Tunku’s so&alled Bedret
societies were no more than street-corner gangs, I was told. In Singapore,
sriraditionally ‘Southeast :Asia’s icenter iof . secret steiety:sitivity; diwas
«rinformved ghat baksly 1,000 membars: wers active and anlyionie vaguely!
sfT'riad -group; the:21 Gang]existedi Yet,the Malaysinn Miniiter of Home
adAffairs »went ! onl stelevisionim -Octoper’ 1969 )te: warn;thenation;thati
scaéliret. soicietied were inbrging - into. large: fighting fordes-and ganging;upl:
v with:sinister intentions, . He used this'argument. fo justify: renewal of the;
i+ edbpovweifubantisecret; scicieties act:4f! 1958 for & furtherifive yearg. Bt
«everheadnritbed that ofithe 18,241 peaple-arrested underthis sweeping.
ciordimhnee: between Oetober 1988 and Apsili 1969 0nly: 3,404 bad heen:
- rPound :guily: of | any g offénsd 'and : either punished :ion 80! nyush:.;as;
ieprimanded: (i ET o Caseds sew sonnasrg duinsgd sdl psdw sbolisg
diglancdat the imdex of thie: book will shaow bome 34 wiferencé Lo svents;
or:policiés rin the:Fhilippines; Alexsnder relatis the caseiof: bhé: Xuyithng
brothers] editovs! and ipublishers of the: Cliinese Commerical, News,] at;
considerible’ dengthi! He devotes rinuch: atténtion and edgeént: réasoning )
the yedarding ‘effect; whicki! existing:naturalization laws have on a whale
some intégrutioh’ of : the Chinese comihunity - into. Philippine sogiety.:
ni#tsthe! dutset of his-book-the:author squotes! £:198 1-predictionslof
Toynbee;: inA Joumeyto: China ot Things which Are Seen,: :that thibughi
peaceéinli pengtrition;“in tise cond the clrrent of:Dlgingseexpandioniinmtiie!
Tiopieswillariedt the ourtnit of Hinduexpansioniower thi subnrexgedi Héadh:
of the ginaller 'snd: weaker aivdl et @fficient (Jeopleinbetwoen who arg fast:
golg-under: . Y viiijood odi T buwod ody eon! Forailanll bre sorigilt™
*micmmts;wgmmg ‘wreitorod6ivé pbasibilisyi iiw wiilssb exsigsdy
1 v "Phe! Cliiness dnd Sbuthusst Aldians siay!fingllis dome tg:doceptibnss
s aniotier riind oto dasimnilste They nmay. produée’.admewstogk): deithen




482 PHILIPPINE STUDIES

entirely Chinese nor entirely Asian, but ‘strong’ enough to withstand a
pure Chinese racial and cultural onslaught. The bourgeois Overseas
Chinese cannot be expected to be anything but fair-weather allies while
they are deprived of basic human rights and surrounded by fear and
hatred. China herself cannot be expected to feel sympathetic to the
world while the world is patently not sympathetic towards her. Nor
can we in the West make the world around us a safer and better place
unless we make a supreme effort to involve ourselves in the welfare of
the world, and not just the welfare of our own countries. (p. 249).
A thoughtful reader will sift from these lines certain food for reflection
with regard to constructive policies towards the Chinese in Southeast Asia.

Charles J. McCarthy, $.J.

MUSLIMS IN THE PHILIPPINES. By Cesar Adib Majul. Quezon City:
Published for the Asian Center by the University of the Philippines Press,
1973. ix, 392 pp.

Those familiar with Dr. Majul’s writings on Philippine Islam over the
last decade have long awaited this history of the Muslim Filipinos to the
end of the nineteenth century by a Filipino Muslim scholar at home in the
European-language, Arabic, and Filipino source materials. They will not be
disappointed, for this is an important book, and if not definitive, will be
the necessary starting point for any future study of Muslim Filipino history.
Placing the history of Philippine Islam in the larger context of Southeast
Asian Islam, Majul has moved away from the Hispanocentric perspective
and made considerable use of Dutch printed and manuscript sources hitherto
unused by historians of the Philippines. This is especially important for the
periods when the Spanish presence was absent from Mindanao and Sulu,
periods till now largely unknown because absent from Spanish writings.

The periodization of the book is essentially that earlier set out by Majul
in his article, ‘““The Role of Islam in the History of the Filipino Pepple,”
(Asian Studies 4 {1966}, 303—315), though asa history the book effectively
comes to an end with the Revolution of 1896. A preliminary chapter
attempts the reconstruction of the chronology of the Maguindanao and
Sulu sultanates, based largely on the tarsilas, but complemented by certain
later European sources. The second chapter is concerned with the spread of
Islam in the Malay-populated lands of Southeast Asia, and specifically in
the Philippines to the coming of the Spaniards. After a third chapter which
sets general perspectives on the relations between Spaniards, Christian
Filipinos and Muslim Filipinos, the heart of the book is to be found in the
chapters dealing with the so-called “Moro Wars”, punctuated by two inter-
mediary chapters dealing chiefly with Maguindanao-Sulu relations with
other European and Asian powers. The ninth chapter on the political
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