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Marcos ‘chair’ in US university junked

Girl in Ermita

| VOL.IV * NO.46  *

Walking somewhere in Ermita, Manila, last week, We Forum
reader Nilo Abaya saw a little girl stop peddling newspapers
and looked intently at almost nude photos of women in a dis-
co joint. What’s in this girl's mind? Abaya asked himself. He

stole this shot and sent it to us,

Pimentel receives
suspension threat

CAGAYAN DE ORO CI-
TY — Mayor Aquilino Pimen-
tel, Jr., one of the outspoken
critics of President Marcos,
has been recommended for
suspension by General Mana-
ger Gaudencio Tobias of the
National Housing Authority
(NHA) for allegedly blocking
the implementation of slum
improvement program (SIR)
projects of the national gov-
ernment here.

But Pimentel was trying to
reverse the situation: He
wanted Tobias, a retired gene-
ral, investigated instead. He
charged, in a wire to the Mi-
nistry of Local Governments
and Community Develop-
ment, that the move to sus-
pend him was politically mo-

tivated.

Tobias' recommendations
was contained in his memo-
randum to Mr. Marcos.

Among others, Tobias said
that:

(Page 9, please)

The much-ballyhooed Fer-
dinand E. Marcos academic
chair at the Fletcher School
of Law and Diplomacy, a
branch of the Tufts Universi-
ty in Massachussetts, US.A.,
has been cancelled.

The plan to establish the
academic chair in honor of
President Marcos was
dropped because the school
received only P500,000 of
the $1.5 million that Marcos
pledged, according to a dis-
patch . of the Associated

FOR THL TOUR.,

Presss, an intemational news
service.

Quoting the school dean,
Theodore L. Eliot, Jr., AP
said that $350,000 of the mo-
ney received would be used
to set up Marcos Fellowships
and $150,000 to fund a new
auditorium at the Fletcher
School which is part of Tufts
University.

“There will be no chair,”
Eliot was quoted as saying.

No professor had been
named to the chair, and seve-

FAiND

ml Asian specialists had re-
portedly declined appoint-
ment. The terms of the gift
were renegotiated last sum-
mer in Manila by Mr. Marcos
and Jeffrey A. Sheehan,
assistant dean, Mr. Eliot said.

The promise of $1.5 mil
lion to establish the Ferdi-
nand E. Marcos Chair for
East Asian and Pacific Stu-
dies was announced in Nov-
ember 1977 and was greeted
by campus protests. Mr. Mar-
cos has ruled the Philippines

by martial law since 1972,

Dr. Allan D, Callow, chair
man of the university's trus-
tees, said the gift of the chair
was arranged by Foreign Mi-
nister Cardos P. Romulo of
the Philippines and was
meant to thank “the people
of this country for their sup-
port and assistance™ to the
Philippines.

“Tufts in no way con
condoned the authoritarian
regime of the Philippines,”
Dr. Callow added.
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P1.00 in METRO MANILA

Five million tons of sugar, which comes from the country’s
production this year up to 1984, had already been sold at fixed
low prices through an export contract entered into by the Phil-

The contract, worthP7.426
billion, virtually confiscated
our sugar produce, according
to a group of sugar planters in
a petition for prohibition it

Metro jeepney
drivers restive

Some 12,000 jeepney dri-
vers who are members of a
new federation are restive
over what they termed as
measures that spawn ‘‘tong
collection”.

3rd FIM’s opponent

Another “potential” oppo-
nent of President Marcos in
the June 7 presidential elec-
tions has come forward, say-
ing he would “nullify martial
law forever” if he gets elected.

Lucio L. de Gala, who
styles himself as a radio com-
mentator and author, said he
is running for president “‘by
the support and blessing of
the Liberal, Nacionalistas, La-
ban, the student groups of
the Philippines, all sectors of
soclety and the guidance of
the almighty God."”

Apart from erasing martial
law, De Gala promises to:

1. Create a firm, honest
and strong Cabinet.

2. Abolish the Interim Ba-
tasang Pambansa.

(Page 9, please)

Officers of the Philippine
League of Local Drivers Asso-
ciation, Inc. (PHILLODA)
have been persistent in their
petition before the Metro Ma-
nila Commission against
mulcting policemen and un-
reasonable traffic rules and
regulations,

Last Tuesday, March 3, a
delegation from the PHILLO-
DA went to the MMC offices
in Quezon City but failed to

(Page 9, please)

War vet still fighting

Sometime in June 1949, a
year that saw the heightening
pace of demonstrations, one
man ‘“‘marched” to Malaca-
nang grounds gnd staged a
one-man rally,

The defunct Philippines
Herald would headline the
story:

*“I rallied alone at Malaca-
nang.”

The man was Pepe Susada,

former staff sergesnt of the
First Anderson’s Guerillas, In-
fanta, Quezon. His cause: To
give due benefits to World

War II guerillas who either.

died or suffered in concentra-
tion camps.

Susada claimed many of
the names of the guerillas,
deceased or survivors, were
deleted from the list of gueril-

(Page 2, please)

filed before the Supreme
Court last Dec. 18, 1980.

The petition, which came
on the heels of a *‘social un-
rest” in the sugarlandia, es-
caped the national media's
attention.

The petitioners are Corazon
Zayco, of Bacolod City; Emi-
lio Yulo, NMuminada Vda. de
Locsin and Estrella Vda. de
Jesena, all of Binalbagagan,
Negros Occidental; Narciso
Agudon, Batangas; Jose Ma.
Kilayko, Irving Villasor,

Solon

in P3.58
land
deal ?

An assemblyman heads the
real estate company which
stands to profit more than
P3.52 billion from a business
transaction in which some
Malacanang people are ob-
viously involved.

The assemblyman signed
documents that were acted
upon by a Malacanang offi-

(Page 9, please)

RAMAWIL

Land Bank
is liable~P.3

PLANTERS FILE SUIT

P74 B sugar export
contract protested

ippine Sugar Commistion and its marketing arm, the National
Trading Corporation (NASUTRA) without the consent of the

sugar planters.

Angel Villasor, Oscar Martin,
Socorro Tubilla, husband and
wife Geoffre and Gloria de la
Paz, Domingo R. Paulino,
husband and wife Wayne and
Amelia Jaro, Anna Macasa,

Jose Jamandre, also of Baco-
lod City.

They said they instituted
the ““class suit” in their own
behalf and in behalf and for

(Page 2, please)

MMC bides time
on Lopez plaint

The Metro Manila Com-
mission, through the Solicitor
General's Office has asked the
Supreme Court to give it
more time to preparé and
submit its comments on two
petitions filed by Manila Op-
position leader Gemiliano Lo-
pez, Jr.

The petitions:

1. Questioned the legality,
validity and constitutionality
of the Metro Manila Commis-
sion. This was filed Feb. 6 by
Lopez.

2. Asked the Supreme

(Page 2, please)

PROF. GONZA-
LEZ ON SCIENCE

AMBROSIO PA-
DILLA ON JUDI-
CIARY BILL

MINING FIRM
GUILTY OF
POLLUTION

1

The oppressed Higa-onons

DEEP in the interior districts of Gingoog City live a
tribal group called Higa-onons. For ages, these people
had been sustained by the bounties of their thick forest.

Like other non-Muslim hilltribes in Mindanao, they
would rather stick it out in the wilderness than be assi-
milated by colonial powers in the lowlands.

At least, sources of food up there were theirs for the
taking. Wide varieties of honey, fruits and edible plants

(Page 9, phease)
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Economic growth
rate debunked

By ALEX NICDAO
PART II

The trends in government revenues and expenses are in-
dicated by a figures below that were obtained from NEDA,

viz:

Year

(Million pesos)
1978
1979

P27 846
35,900

Despite its huge expenses,
government has been active in
trimming down the “house-
hold” expenses and under-
took the construction of
more infrastructures from its
funds and revenues, It also
has tried its best to develop
a surplus in its current ac-
count by minimizijg its ex-
penses. By undertaking mas-
sive fund-raising activities
abroad to finance its infras-
tructures program the govern-
ment has taken the initiative
and responsibility of being
the prime mover of Philippine
economic development. It has
appropriated for itself the al-
location of local and foreign
economic resources to ef-
fectively control its develop-
ment programs,

On the other hand, the
Central Bank looks at the
trend in government deficit
spending as inflationary, i.e.
more pesos chasing a limited
amount of-goods and services
(low production). Moreover,
the efficiency of the Minis-
try of Public Works and other
agencies involved in the
infrastructure program is in
doubt due to the anomalies
that have been unearthed bet-
ween the infrastructures pro-
curators and the bidding con-
tractors, i.e. reports of Minis-
ter Paterno regarding corrup-
tion in public works. Ano-
malies in government projects
are undertaken thru overpri-
cing, wastage and purposeful
destruction or dilution of
existing supplies, thereby in-
creasing costs. These anoma-
lies also include fictitious pur-
chases.. Furthermore, the
construction of more roads

Revenues

Expenses
(Million pesos)

P32,148

39,352

and bridges will only encou-
rage the use of more cars and
consumption of more gaso-
line during this prevaling
energy crises.

Consequently, there is a
need for government to
avoid deficit spending so that
inflation can be better con-
trolled by the Central Bank
by minimizing the effects of
demand pull inflation, ie.
more pesos chasing limited
amount of goods and services,
Government should try hard-
er to balance its budget and
to spend within its means. It
should try its best to gene-
rate savings of 30 percent or
more of its annual budget as
proposed similarly to the pri-
vate sector, so that it can
share these savings with the
private sector that needs
more capital for its opera-
tions to increase the produc-
tivity of the economy as a
whole. Government should
realize that the private indus-
trial sector can be its effi-
cient partner for develop-
ment by developing a com-
petitive situation within it.
Construction of more roads
should be minimized to con-
trol and minimize the con-
sumption and importation of
oil during this energy crises.

To assure the efficiency of
the govemment agencies in
development, they should be
organized along the lines of
the “‘responsibility center”
concept, wherein which reve-
nue centers will be required
to maximize savings by in-
creasing service/documentary
revenue thru  increased
quality service and reduction
of operating costs in order to

achieve a 30 percent or more
savings in revenues, Govemn-
ment units that do not gene-
rate revenue can be classified
as cost centers and required
to generate savings of 30 per-
cent from their annual bud-
gets. To minimize corruption,
the highest authority in go-
vernment should require all
government ministries to
strengthen their internal con-
trol systems and to undertake
more frequent auditing activi-
ties, The President of the
Philippines should be the
only one who should give the
go-signal for the approval and
release of funds for major in-
frastructure projects subse-
quent to prior checking and
canvassing of project inputs,
to minimize anomalies in all
echelons of government. Al-
ternatively, the government
may consider the scheme of
Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew
of Singapore in making his
government more efficient,
Ministers are automatically
replaced if they cannot meet
the development objectives
of government. Government,
may, de-emphasize its role in
development by allocating
more funds to the industrial
sector. Why not let the pri-
vate sector take the initiative
this time?
Taxation

The publicans at the Bu-
reau of Internal Revenue are
presently using the income
tax sytem utilized last year
which is already modified to
provide for realistic deduc-
tions and tax rates, Presently
proposals and studies are
being undertaken to study
the feasibility of adopting the
1 per cent gross income
tax and the imposition of
taxes on luxury goods. Final-
ly, they have imposed an
energy tax on essentials, viz:
gasoline, electricity, etcetera,
Likewise, the Ministry of Fi-
nance is contemplating and
studying the feasibility of lo-
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P7.4 BILLION. ..
from page 1

the benefit of sugarcane
planters in the country “who
are so numerous as to make it
impracticable to bring them
all before the Court.”

The contracts entered into
by the Philsucom and Nasutra
call for the sale of two mil-
lion tons of sugar from 1981
to 1984 at a weighted average
of only 23.50 cents per
pound or P235 per picul. The
prices are 22 cents (1982).
22.50 cents (1983), and 28
cents (1984).

The contracts mean that
the buyers will pay for the
products at these amount
regardless of whether the
price of sugar goes up. A few
years ago, the price went up
to as much as P670 per picul.

The contracted sugar costs
P7.426 billion (2 million tons
x 1,000 kgs. — 2 billion kgs.

— 63.25 kgs. (in one picul) =
31,620,550 piculs x P235 =
P7.426 billion).

Nasutra and Philsucom
were created in 1977. Philsu-
com, established by Presiden-
tial Decree No. 388, later
amended by Decree 1192, has
the powers, among others, to
set policy regarding the sugar
industry, act as the exclusive
sugar buying and selling agen-
cy, set floor and ceiling pri-
ces for the commodity, and
even to take over and operate
deficient sugar mills.

Philsucom, in tumn, crea-
ted the Nasutra as its market-
ing arm for both domestic
and export sugar and has
since exercised total control
over that aspect of the indus-
try.

The two agencies, accord-
ing to the petitionersdid not
consult the sugar planters be-
fore entering into the con-
tracts.

It was only in a public an-
nouncement by Philsucom
Commissioner Chairman Ro-
berto S. Benedicto that the
sugar planters came to know
of the contracts, according to
the petitioners.

They added that “their
previous consent have not
been sought, much less ob-
tained, nor was ever any in-
formation on the matter
given to them individually or
through their planters’ asso-
ciations.”

The petitioners said that
the planters would not have
consented had their views
been sought considering, they
added, that “the price of
export sugar then was and
still is well above 22 cents per
pound, or P220 per picul.

Indications, they said, are
that the high price will pre-
vail in the coming years,

The petitioners said that
the Philsucom and Nasutra
are mere agents. Therefore,
they said, they and their fel-
low sugar planters are entitled
to the full price of their
sugar,

They alleged that the Phil-
sucom and Nasutra have no
power under the law and the
Constitution ‘‘to confiscate
petitioners’ sugar.”

wering ad valorem and speci-
fic duties on commodities
that are imported as a mem-
ber of the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT)
and as required by the IMF
WB Group.

(TO BE CONTINUED)

WAR VET STILL ...
from page 1

las and, therefore, have not
been given benefits.

Susada’s one-man crusade
did not succeed then. Now,
11 years since his Malacanang
rally, Susada still is pursuing
his campaign.

One day last week, Susada
walked into the WE Forum'’s
editorial office and, in two
crutches, the small man an-
nounced he has not given
hope. Would WE Forum
help? he asked.

He handed WE Forum
some documents. One written
by him says in part:

*, . . there were many
guerilla members who were
not recognized, or their
names were not carried on
their guerilla unit rosters
submitted to the United
States Department of the
Army for recognition.

“While the other guerilla
members whose names were
carried on their guerilla unit
rosters submitted to the
United States Department of

the Army for recognition, but
their recognition were then
rejected for unknown reasons.

“There were guerilla units
who were recognized by the
United States . . but later on
their recognition were unrea-
sonably revoked. . ."

“. .. At present many of
the veterans are sickly, ill,
and very old, many are now
fast dying at the Veterans Me-
morial Medical Center, and at
other places in the Philip-
pines, without enjoying bene-
fits to which they are entitled
to receive from the United
States.”

Susada has sought the as-
sistance of Mayor Ramon D.
Bagatsing in his crusade. The
mayor has written Assembly-
man Constantino Navarro
Jan. 20, 1981, endorsing Su-
sada’s campaign.

Says Bagatsing’s letter in
part:

“This is to intercede in be-
half of Mr. Pepe A, Susada,
my co-veteran during World
War I, and a long standing
friend.

“Mr. Susada is requesting
that Office (Batasan) to make
a similar Resolution to our
House Concurrent Resolution
No. 10, with Committee Re-
port No. 3287, and Senate
Concurrent Resolution No. 2,
sponsored by former Senator
Jose W, Diokno during the
defunct 7th Congress of the

They recalled that various
sugar planters’ associations
have published in the news-
papers letters to President
Marcos. But their pleas were
unacted.

Earlier Benedicto defend-
ed the long-term sale, saying
that this would be good for
the producers.

He said that the market of
sugar goes up and down. “‘We
are apprehensive,” he added,
“that eventually the price of
sugar will be down,”

He said that “our role in
Philsucom-Nasutra s not only
to foresee what will happen
this year, or next year, but
what will happen in the next
five years."”

There have also been
numerous television commer-
clals and full-page newspaper
ads praising the “leaders of
the sugar industry’ for their
vision in protecting the indus-
try. @

MMC BIDES TIME . . .
from page 1

Court to order the Commi-
sion on Elections to hold
‘“free, honest and orderly
elections ‘“‘for members of
the Sangguniang Panlungsod
and Sangguniang Pambayan
in the four cities and 13
towns of Metro Manila. This
petition was filed earlier.
In the first petition, Assist-
ant Solicitor General Natha-
niel P. de Pano, Jr. atked until
March 14 to submit his com-
ment. He asked until March 7
to submit his comment on
the second petition.

Lopez, a defeated mayor-
alty candidate in the last lo-
cal elections, said that the
Commission as formed by
Presidential Decree No. 824
in 1975 has not been rati-
fied by a majority of the qua-
lified voters of Metro Manila,

President Marcos issued
the decree following a refe-
rendum which showed that
the formation of the Commis-
sion was favored by the peo-
ple of the four cities and 13
towns.

But Lopez through lawyer
Regalado Aralar, said no ple-
biscite has been called to
change the form of govern-
ment in Metro Manila.

In his other petition, Lo-
pez said that no council exists
today in the four cities and
13 towns because the Come-
lec failed to hold elections
last year, along with the other
towns and cities in the coun-
try.

In the absence of any sang-
gunian, any of the cities and
towns of Metro Manila
cannot validly enact ordinan-
ces appropriating funds for
their operations as envisioned
in Presidential Decree No.
824 according to Lopez.

Lopez cited the Constitu-
tion which provides in Section
3, Article II that no province,
city or municipality may be
created, divided, merged or
abolished, or its boundary
substantially altered, except
in accordance with the
criteria established in the
Local Government Code, and
subject to approval by a ma-
jority of the votes cast in a
plebiscite in the unit or units
affected, ®

Philippines.

“For and in behalf of our
co-veterans of World War II,
particularly the unfortunate
ones; the sickly, the ill, and
the aged. most especially the
dying ones now confined in
the Veterans Memorial Medi-
cal Center, and in other pla-
ces of our country.”

Says another letter, signed
on March 17, 1976, by Maria-
no Aureaus, secretary-general
of the Veterans Federation of
the Philippines :

“* . . please be informed
that the delegation which was
authorized by the govern-

ment to attend the 33rd WVF
Council meeting and World
Assembly of War Veterans
held in Australia on August
5.6, 1975, was already re-
commended to the President
of the Philippines that the
problem should be elevated
on a government-government
level," @
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P'que residents hit

bad roads, canals

PARANAQUE The
San Antonio Valleys X and
XI Homeowners Associa-
tion assailed bad roads,
stinking canals and inade-
quate water supply in their
subdivision area located at
Sucat, Paranaque, Melro
Manila,

Speaking through Engr.
Jaime E. Biton, association
president, the residents
said that for the last 10
vears, both the subdivision
owners and the municipal
government have been giv-
ing them run-around when-
ever we complain about
the situations obtaining in
our area.”

“We provide our own
water supply and we pay
for the maintenance of
street lights although we
believe that these are not
our obligations. We jusl
want to manifest our coo-
peration. But the bad
roads and the stinking pol
luted canals are conditions

we can no longer bear,”
Biton said.

He said his association
is seeking the help of the
Metro Manila Commission
to remedy the situation.
“We believe Vice Governor
Ismael A. Mathay Jr. can
intercede in our behalf,”
he added.

Biton headed the list of
the new association offi-
cers inducted into office
last Saturday by Atty. Art
Bernales, barangay captain
in the area and former
president of the College
Editors Guild (CEG).

Meanwhile, A ssembly-
man Rogelio M. Quiambao
of Metro Manila, upon
learning the problems of
the homeowners, manifest-
ed his willingness to help
them alleviate the situa-
tion the residents are in.
He sald he would like {o
altend a meeting of the
homeowners association to
help iron out the problem.

30 o/o hike due in

Caloocan

CALOOCAN CITY — A
30 percent increase in the
assessments of taxable real
property during the com-
ing general revision is ex-
pected by City Assessor
Isidro Abesamis following
the formulation of a new
schedule of market values.

The schedule will be the
basis of the reassessment
of all parcels of real pro-

perty, residential, com-
mercial and agricultural,

during the revision which
starts on July 1 this year
and ends on Dec. 31, 1982,
Payment of realty {axes
based on the new assess-
ments will begin Jan. 1,
1983,

Abesamis told WE- FO-

ass’‘ments

RUM that on the basis
of the expected 30 percent
increase, total property as-
sessments will go up from
the present P*1.4-billion to
P1.8-billion in 1983

Higher market valua-
tions have been placed on
residential and commer-
cial properties in all areas
of Caloocan City under the
new schedule. Lots along
Rizal Avenue Exlension in
the Monumento vicinity
are to be increased in va-
lue from the present
P1,200 to P2,000 per sq-
uare meter — the highest
in the city.

For the rest of Rizal
Avenue from Monumenio

(Page 7, please)

Assessments freeze
yields discrimination

The revelation of Pasay
City Assessor Luis V. Me-
dina Cue that 70 percent
of the eclty's residential
and 30 percent of the com-
mercial areas have been
included in Pasay's “'bligh-
ted areas" has been echo-
ed in Manila and in Caloo-
can City.

Cue had disclosed to the
WE-FORUM in last week’s
fssue that because of a
presidential proclamation
freezing the market values
and, therefore, the assess-
ments of all properties in
the blighted areas, forth-
coming revision of real
properties starting on July
1 will not yleld an appre-
ciable increase.

A similar gituation exists
in Manila, according to in-
formed sources at the clty

assessor's office. (City As-
sessor Nicolas Catiil was
out last Friday aflernoon
but he had earlier warned
against the adverse effects
of the proclamation freez
ing property assessments
at their present levels.)

The sources cited the
huge Tambunting eslate
on Rizal Avenue which has
been named among Mani-
la's 38 blighted areas.
Tambunting was razed by
fire in 1979. 'They said
that because of the procla-
malion, the newly cons-
truected commercial build-
ings along Rizal Avenue in
the estate will not be sub-
jecled to revision

Yet, on the opposite side
of the avenue which was
also burned down, new
(Page 8, please)
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RAMAWIL CASE

Land Bank liable

Government investigators, after weeks of intensive then prevailing that a pru- rowed money,
inquiry, ar¢ reported to have reached the conclusion
that the Land Bank is liable for any loss arising from
the scandalous P30-million loan it had granted to the
@amawil Realty Sales and Development Enterprises.

This 1s in line with assurances given by Land Bank
President Estanislao Basllio to Quezon City Mayor Ade-
lina 8. Rodrlguez that the bank will assume the respon-
sibility of paylng for the city’s P30-mlillion deposit in
the event Ramawil defaults on its loan obligation.

In reaching the decision,
the government probers
said that under the terms
of the “Deed of Revocable
Trust” between the bank
and the Quezon City gov-
ernment, and notwithstand-
ing the “conforme” indi-
cated on the document by
the QC officials, such con-
sent did not have the ef-
fect of releasing the bank

from its obligation arising
from the trust responsibi-
lity it had assumed.

The investigators noted
that under Sec. 56 of R.A.
337, the Land Bank, as the
trust corporation, was ob-
liged to administer the
funds under its custody
with skill, care, prudence
and diligence mnecessary
under the circumstances

dent man, acting in like
capacity and familiar with
such matters, would exer-
cise . . .

Generally, the investiga-
tors concluded, a corpo-
rate (rustee must exercise
the same standard of care,
diligence and skill in mak-
ing trust investments as is
required of an individual
{rustee,

Based on the records of
the case, the government
investigators said, it s
clear that the Land Bank
neglected to exercise its
duty and obligation for
which reason it will have
to assume the risk the
event of default by Rama-
wil to pay back the bor-

Caloocan graft case
to be reinvestigated

CALOOCAN CITY — A
reinvestigation of the graft
case involving former Act-
ing City Mayor Virgilio Ro-
bles and 12 other former
and incumbent city offi-
cials and employees is be-
ing undertaken by Tanod-
bayan Special Prosecutor
Mariflor Castillo,

The 13 accused were in-
formed of this develop-

ment by Justice Vicente fore

Ericta, Tanodbayan -chief,
during their arraignment
last Feb. 24. The accused
had filed a motion for a
reinvestigation which Eric-
ta readily approved.
Special Prosecutor Cas-
tillo was given by the
court {wo months to con-
duct the reinvestligation.
At their arraignment be-

the Sandiganbayan
last Tuesday morning, all
the respondents pleaded

“Not Guilly" to the anti-
graft charge. Excepl for
Robles and City Legal Of-
ficer Juan Banaga who re-
presented themselves dur-
ing the arraignment, the
accused had their respec-
tive counsel.
(Page B, please)

TRA CED Causes for shortfall in

realty tax collections

The ['inance Office of
the MMC under Finance
Assistant Mauro G. Cala-
guio has initiated a cam-
paign in all four cities and
13 towns for the maximiz-
ed collection of real pro-
perty taxes.

Records from the reve-
nue division of the FFinance
Office indicate that in
1980, while realty tax col-
lection in the cities and
towns was estimated at
323,777,970, actual collec-
tion ftctalled only P288,.-
937,265.02.

The causes for the short-
fall in colleclion were
traced by city and town
treasurers to the following:

1. The certifications
made by the assessors
which were the basis of the
estimates made by {the
treasurers from current
real property taxes were
inaccurate because the ge-
neral revisions that took
effect in 1979 were made
without occular inspection
generally, as borne out by
the following:

(a) There were pro-
perties no longer exist-
ing yet their tax decla-
rations have not been
cancelled. Some cases
in point were some par-
cels of land in Marikina
which were eroded and
now form parts of a
creek yet in the records
they are still taxable.
In Quezon City, some
imrovements were only
found out to be no long-
er existing when the
owners came out, during
the publication of de-
linquent property for

public auetion sale.

(b) Now and then
duplication of tax decla-
rations is uncovered.

(c) There have been
numerous protests of
property owners against
erroneous or excessive
assessmenits and most
of these, after occular
inspections, have been
confirmed and the tax
declarations have been
amended.

(d) Changes in pro-
perty ownership, which
are numerous on ac-
counl of failure of new
owners to have new tax
declarations issued,
could have been found
out had there been ho-
nest-to-goodness occular
inspections.

2. As of now, in Quezon
City, copies of about 20%
of the recently revised tax
declarations have not been
received by the cily trea-
surer from the city asses-
sOr.

3. The assessors have
not made painstaking ef-
forts in finding out what
properties are tax-exempt
because they are owned by
government agencies like
the G.S.I.S,, the S.8.S;, the
N.P.C., the NWSS, etc. or
because they are church-
owned and wholly used
for religious purposes,

4. In Quezon City and
this may be true also in
other localities in Meiro
Manila — there are nume-
rous parcels of land, nay,
sub-divisions, occupied by
squatters. Owners of these
properties, because they
derlve no benefit there-

[rom as the squatters can-
not be driven away, do
not mind their tax obliga-
tions. They even allow the
government to sell the
properties at public auc-
tion because they know, as
what is actually happen-
ing in actual public auc-
tion, that no bidder would
dare to make any offer. In
Quezon City, we have the
Bagtas and the Villar Ma-
loles Subdivisions where
most of the lols are occu-
pied by squatters. In the
lasl public auetion, the lots
offered for sale were all
considered sold to the city
government for lack of
bidders.

5. There are properties
appropriated by the gov-
ernment under the Zonal
Improve ment Program,
These properties are re-
flected in the records as

(Page 7, please)

QC income

in 1980:
P190-M

QUEZON CITY — The
city government realized
in 1980 a fotal income of
P190,063,742.93, according
lo records in the office of
the city treasurer, This is
’28,158,671.14 more than
the receipts for Lhe prev-
lous year.

The real property tax
was the biggest source of
income for {ihe entire
year. Real properly tax

(Page 7, please)

In arriving at such find-
ings, the investigators not-
ed that the bank’'s trust
officer, Atty. Reynaldo
Geronimo, in his letter of
June 27, 1980, had given
the information that the
Quezon City funds would
be placed in stable banks.

It was likewise noted
that in the Deed of Revo-
cable Trust executed bhe-
tween the Land Bank and
Quezon City, preference in
investing the city's P30-
million deposit would be
given to government secu-
rities.

The probers questioned
the action of the bank in
making direct investments
in development projects,
such as the Pangarap Vil-
lage housing project of
Malacanang employees, out
of trust deposits made by
Quezon City.

They also asked if in-
vestment offers of private
enterprises, like Ramawil,
are screened only by the
bank’s trust officer and
are apparently not review-
ed by higher bank author-
ities.

Meanwhile, reports from
the Ministry of Justice
thal Mrs. Natividad Fajar-
do, manager-treasurer of
Ramawil, is facing several
estafa charges, has dim-
med hopes that the realty
office can pay back the
P30-million loan it had se-
cured from the Land Bank.

While the Land Bank
has notified QC Mayor
Rodriguez that it had ac-
cepted as substitute colla-
terals 149 parcels of QC
and two parcels of Caloo-
can lands, the market va-
lue of such collaterals
amounts only to P5.6-mil-
lion, as compared to the
P30-million which Ramawil
obtained with a fake land
title

Summer program
for M'la youths

MANILA — Mayor Ra-
mon D. Bagatsing last
week announced the
launching early next

month of the annual “Anak
ng Maynila"” summer pro-
gram which will give some
10,000 children from the
city's depressed areas a
“weekend treat of fun and
frolic” at government ex-
pense.

The mayor met with the
city department heads and
chiefs of offices last Feb.
27 to finalize plans for the
weekend program which
will be held from March
to April to provide In-
school and out-of-school
youths recreation, enter-
tainment and leadership
training.

The children, between
the ages of 8 to 15 years
old, will be brought to his-
torical spots and resorl
sites for six consecutive
Saturdays beginning March
7 where they will be treat-
ed to a whole day of fun,
games, swimming and dan
cing in line with the pro
ject of the First Lady and
Metro Manila Governor
Imelda Romualdez Marcos

(Page 7, please)
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EDITORIAL

Jeepney drivers

) At first glance, the complaint of a new group of
jeepney drivers could be interpreted as merely an
attempt to project itself to the public. For it is cry-
ing against an old problem: tong collection.

Perhaps, this is the main reason why the orga-
nization members failed to air their grievance to
government offices and officials they tried to seek
an audience with. As a last recourse, the members
had to come to WE-FORUM which, people must be
very familiar of now, is 2lways willing to speak for
anyone or any group with legitimate complaints. (See
story on Page 1.)

We are not saying that the jeepney drivers’ for-
mula to end tong collection by policemen is the right
thing. To our thinking, the formula can stand a lot
of improvement to effectively eradicate the problem.

But we do support the move of the drivers be-
cuuse we are aware that tong collection is one of the
causes of the country’s moral disintegration — not
to say the monstrous traffic situation in the Metro-
polis. Especially along R. Magsaysay Boulevard, the
traffic congestion has been worsening everyday,
something that wears out the patience of commuters
and helps increase greatly the country’s oil consump-
tion.

We might also mention here that tong collec-
tion digs painfully into the pockets of the jeepney
drivers. In these times of economic hardships (no
matter how rosy government people try to picture
the economy), the jeepney drivers rightfully deserve
to bring home their hard-earned money at the end of
the day.

This is not an indictment against every police-
man in our midst, knowing that there are many ho-
nest ones. But certainly the bad ones already cast a

filthy image on the good ones.
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PUBLISHER'S NOTES -

The media and the opposition

by JOSE G. BURGOS JR.

melhlu] readers of WE-FORUM have been inquiring
why, In our recent issues, we have not been publishing
the views and reactions of the political opposition in
connection with the national elections and Constitution-
al amendments issues. ) ‘

. Our answer is simple: the political Opposition has
not been furnishing us with their statements. Once il:l
a while, their press releases reach our editorial desk —
l)ql days after these have been published in the more
widely-circulated daily newspapers.

I don’t blame the Opposition. With the so-called
“lifting™ of martial law. the major daily newspapers
have :jogained their senses and have since been accom'-
pwdahng the press statements of the Opposition. Which
is a very healthy sign, indeed. And good for the Filipino
reople. Now, more newspaper readers can get a glimpse
of_t.hc “other side” of the political {ence through the
dailies.

For our part, we'll give broader coverage to eco-
nomic and social developments, abuses and injustices
ugamst the common tao, government corruption, viola-
tion ‘of the peoples' basic human rights, ete. In short
any issue that involves the welfare, interest and dignitvr
of Juan dela Cruz and his family. i F
000 ——

How has the press fared since martial law was 1ift-
ed? Let's hear from the College Editors Guild of the
Philippines (Metro Manila chapter) through a letter {ur-
nished this corner _

“Dear Editor:

“Last Thursday morning, February 19, a peaceful
march participated in by some 6,000 farmers, workers,
and students progressed along East Avenue after the
“people’'s mass” officiated by the Holy [Father, Pope
John Paul II. It was observed that legitimate demands
were aired: Free all political prisoners; Restore work-
ers’ right to strike; Stop military atrocities: Dismantle
U.S. military bases.

“The marchers were heading toward Cubao when
they were met by a military blockade at the East Ave-

VIEW POINTS

Justice

by

T would like to quole once more. lest it be forgot-
ten because of our still controlled media, the departure
message of the Holy Father before he left the Philip-
pines, thus: "MAY JUSTICE AND FREEDOM REIGN
THROUGIIOUT YOUR LAND”. Thank you, Holy FFather,
for having reminded those high officials, including gen-
erals who saw you off and kissed your hand, that it is
our Godgiven right to have justice and fresdom in our
country. May your words find meaning in the hearts of
those people who have taken away our freedoms, abused
many of us through tortures and illegal arresis, per
petuated themselves in power through the muzzles of
guns, and impoverished our people through their ill-got-
len riches.

—0(0—

A news item caught my interest a few weeks back
about Pasay City Mayor Pablo Cuneta acting as “ninong"
in a mass wedding of several hundred Pasay couples
presided by Fr. Leviste. [ think that, celebrated on the
threshold of the Pope's arrival, the mass wedding was a
good moral gesiure considering the Pontifl's strong
stand against those who flaunt the sacredness of the
marriage vows. I only hope, however, that public offi-

THIS IS MY OWN—

Rulers

by JOAQUIN R, ROCES

Our present rulers are always within the Jaw
When what they would want to do would violate it
They would guickly mancuver to amend it

Then they do it out of respect for the new law

As a sign of respect for the consiitution
They keep on amending the constitution
That way they find no real need fo violate it
And deem it more respectable to mutilate it

And all of the proven political systems

That have worked well for other nations all the while
They would lay aside like disposable items

Then are mishapen, and labeled, — Philippine style

Now gone is the time
When presidents come and presidents go
But the constitution lives on forever

Now constitfutions come and constitutions go
But the president never goes — never!

i S

nue-EDSA-Timog junction, They were forcibly driven
toward the Timog route, apparently, to conceal them
from spectators and symphatetic commuters along ED-
QA and East Avenue. The marchers, at this point, al-
ready decided to disperse and end the march, Some
workers and students, however, were cornered in a re-
latively deserted street where military vehicles sur-
roundod them. The well-equipped anti-riot squads then
ruthlessly started to beat up the defenseless marchers
despite the fact that they have already dispersed. Trun-
cheon thuds, agonized screams, the noise of stampede,
and the sound of police siren from rushing military ve-
hicles filled the air as the police attacked the workers
and students.

“The military has once again demonstrated the atro-
cious manner by which it deals with the dissenting
masses ostensibly thinking that repression would stop
the people from airing their grievances and discontent.
Such incident of cruelty and violence is, indeed, ironic
in view of the just concluded message of love by the
Holy Father

“Contrary to reports that came out in the dailies,
the purpose of the rally was not to desecrate or make
a mockery of the holy mass. It was, rather, an attempt
{o show the Ioly Father the real conditions and suffer-
ings of his people, which have been craftily hidden from
his view from the time he stepped on our soil.

“Furthermore, it was not true, as one paper report-
ed. that the same group starled to chant slogans while
the mass was going on for it was observed that solemn-
ity of the mass was respected,

“In addition to the inaccuracies in the newspaper
reports, there was a patent absence of any account ol
the violent reaction from the military and arrests made
on workers, farmers, and students.

“We call on the press to come out with a full and
fair coverage ol such events, as what happened last Feb
ruary 19. We feel that this is the only way we can prove
and assert press freedom in this country.”

and freedom

RAUL M. GONZALEZ

cials who take part in sacred solemnizations like that in
Pasay are Lhemselves qualified to personily {the roles
they appear to perform. I mention this because 1 know
of so many public officials who are the exacl personi-
fications of immorality in their private lives because
(hey publicly display {heir concubines. Instead of being
given public adulations by their constitu
ple should be ostracized because they con
influences on the people in their communities
—o0o0—

The receni IBP elections in the Rizal Chapler will
go down as a sham in the 8 year history of the Integ-
rated Bar because the election was only dictated by a
pew persons holding responsible positions in the pro-
secutory and judicial branches of the government, What
has happened in Rizal became practically an outrageous
scandal among lawyers and fiseals in the province be-
cause of the incessant dictation and meddling ol some
important elective, prosecutory and judicial officials in
the province. This, notwithstanding the specific pro-
visions in the IBP By-Laws which provides: “campaign-
ing for or against any candidate, while halding an elec-
tive, judicial, quasi judicial or prosecutory office in the
government or any political subdivision, agency or ins-
trumentalily thereol™, are prahibitive acts and practices
under Seetion 14(c) of Article 1 of the By-Laws, In Ri
zal. unfortunately, this provision was flagrantly defied.

Unless the Supreme Court would take some drastic
actions against these public officials, whal happened in
Rizal will spread to other areas and {he Integrated Bar
will be relegated to just any other organization which
the founding fathers of Bar Integration have tried so
hard to avoid.

ents, these peo-
constitute had

—000—

This is like rumor-mongering bul it true that
one mayor in Metro-Manila was almost killed right in-
side his office by a mililary officer recently? 1 was
informed that this mayor of a large municipality was
made to kneel by the military officer with a gun point-
ed at his head and when his bodyguards made moves
{o draw their own weapons, they were disarmed by the
bodyguards of the military man. What could have been
the cause? I don't know, All I can say is that an inci-
dent like this could happen only because the soldiers
still lord over the civillans in our country. And if a
mayor can be so humiliated and so abused right inside
his office. what more for the defenseless civilians and
ordinary citizens like us? No wonder many people
gel arrested and they just disappear

Which brings me to a letter 1 received from Olon-
apo City. The letter writer has asked my help on he
hulf of a poor barrio eouple named Dominador and Fer

(Page 7, please)
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VIEWS & INTERVIEWS

By PROF. SALVADOR ROXAS GONZALES

Continuation of Salvador Roxas Gonzales interview by a
cuchero from Bicutan on the backwardness of science in the

Philippines.

Q. Have you waited long, Professor?
A. Not very. Tempus fugit.
Q. I don’t understand Latin, Professor, except fofus fuus,
ever since the Pope came. What do you think of his Ho-
liness?
A truly humble man, and truly loved by the people. If he
were a Filipino and run for president, Marcos would not
win.
Don’t say those things, Professor, let’s keep politics away
from religion, won’t we?
But religion is a part of politics. Religion doesn’t mean
merely to be able to say mass, that’s for priests. Religion
says treat your fellowmen justly, don’t fool them, and
that’s good honest politics. What we must avoid is “po-
liticking”, not politics; only ignorant people can’t see
the difference.
Well, coming back to my being late, Professor, I passed
by the National Science Development Board and 1 didn’t
want to spoil their appetite by giving them the horse
manure for their biogas project during lunch. Horse shit
would have spoilt their appetite, wouldn’t it?
No, they are used to it.
And I had to wait and come back after several days, as |
was told that they had a big problem out there at the
NSDB, what do you think could it be?
Some scientists have sent a petition to Presidemt Marcos
to remove the NSDB. And Dr. Roger Posadas, head of
UP physics department, and internationally known
scientist, is asking for a govemment auditing of that
agency for it is alleged that much money for science
is wasted or alloted to enrich some people. (WHO ma-
gazine, 21 February)
That is not possible, isn't Dr. Melecio Magno, the chair-
man, a man of integrity?
Integrity is one thing, responsibility is another. I per-
sonally don’t think he is responsible for many things
that Roger is charging the NSDB with. But Dr. Magno
has for years left most of the decisions to those under
him. Perhaps he was too busy at the Batasan (Parliament),
being also minister of science.
. What are the charges of Dr, Posadas?
. Oh, many things, ranging from poor performance in spite
of their mission-oriented projects in which they were not
clear what the mission was, to keeping the scientific
manpower training in this country at a mediocre level, to
a Balik scientist programme that showed more scientists
going back to America after studying there than the ones
coming back to the Philippines with a few who go back
and forth at government pay who can be called Balik-
balik scientists, to outright anomalies in financial matters,
and nepotism.
Q. Good gracious, worse than the highways scandal. But
isn’t nepotism allowed now by virtue of Republic Act
3859 amending the Science Act of 1958 and P.D. 1502
to allow close relatives to work in the same agency since
there are few scientists around, or get funds for projects,
provided such relatives are qualified?
The Oxford dictionary defines “nepotism” as follows:
“Undue favour from holder of patronage to relatives
(orig. from Pope to illegitimate sons called nephews)”, the
poet Pope, not the Vatican’s head. Do you mean
undue favours should be allowed when there are also
others who are qualified?
Didn’t the NSDB reply to those charges of Dr. Posadas?
A lawyer, of all people, wrote the reply and even de-
fended nepotism. (WHO, 28 February) The science com-
munity have long suspected that lawyers make the deci-
sions ai the NSDB., Now they know. Had it been Dr.
Magno, the chairman, who wrote the reply, it would have
been moee enlightening and perhaps more credible.
Is that why science in the Philippines is at a mediocre
level, because the NSDB which has more than P200
million budget has failed to do its Dbest?
More than forty top scientists and professors of science
in the Philippines think so and signed a petition to Presi-
dent Marcos to revamp the administration at the NSDB
if the Philippines is to progress in science, advance its
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Review and repeal of decrees urged

By TITO GUINGONA

Permit me to quote the words
of the New York Times cited
in the book ‘“The Counter-
feit Revolution’.

“The Decree imposed a
100 percent duty on the im-
ported raw materials Mr. Di-
sini’s American and British
owned competitor, Filtrona
Philippines Inc. and conti-
nued the usual 10 per cent
tariff on those used by Mr.
Disini’s company.”

As a result, Filtrona Phil-
ippines had to close opera-
tions here, and left Mr. Disi-
ni's company with a near mo-
nopoly of 75 per cent of
the lucrative filter business,
with an estimated profit of
more than $1 million dollars
a month.

4. While that decree’s con-
cern for the growth of local
enterprises seems commenda-
ble, it does not jive with the
tax free importation of beer
bottles granted to the new
brewery of Mr. Lucio Tan,
Let me quote the Daily Ex-
press, Business Section, dated
January 28 this year, under
the heading ‘*‘Asian Brewery
Importing tax-free beer bot-
tles™:

“ASIA BREWERY INC.
(ABI), one of six major
companies owned and con-
trolled by businessman-
banker Lucio Tan, has pur-
chased 50 million 12-once
bottles from an Australian
company to support a
P400-million brewery pro-
ject.

The importaton valued
at about $6 million dollars
was authorized by the
Central Bank in September
last year. The initial ship-
ment of five million bot-
tles was delivered to ABI
last November and was
exempted from the pay-
ment of duties and taxes,”
The alleged reason for
granting said exemptien is
that the local glass industry
does not possess adequate ca-
pacity to supply beer bottles.

Is that claim correct? Per-
fecto F. Darwin, President of
the Glass Manufacturers of
the Philippines disputes this
strongly and contends that
the local glass industry, des-
pite adversities like high cost

of petroleum, is definitely in
a position to supply the glass
requirements of this beer
company. Mr, Darvin
contends that he has official-
ly requested that local glass
manufacturers be given first
option to supply all bottle
requirements before importa-
tions are allowed. Otherwise
it may dangerously distress
the local glass industry.

But even assuming that the
local glass industry cannot
meet the bottle requirements
of Asian Brewery — why al-
low importations duty free?
Why the privilege? Why the
subsidy? Why the loss of re-
venue to the government
when Asian Brewery Inc. is
more than capable to absorb
the entailed costs. What spe-
cial qualities does Lucio Tan
possess? What special rela-
tions to merit such special
treatment? In the case of Fil-
trona Philippines the reason
for the restoration of high
duty was to encourage the
local companies. In the case
of Asian Brewery Inc. its
tax free importations can
only prejudice the local in-
dustry. Perhaps it is time
we review and remedy these

inconsistent policies,
4, PD 1113 issued in

March 1977 grants to the
CDCP a franchise to operate,
construct, and maintain toll
facilities in the North and
South Luzon Toll Express-
ways for 30 years. Which
means that each time we pay
toll in those places for the
next 30 years until the year
2007, we pay tolls to a
private firm not to the gov-
ernment, the monies collect-
ed become private funds, not
government, and the control
of those funds shift to the
discretion of CDCP, not to
Any public agency, subject
only to payments of the
items embodied in Section 2
of said decree, which are: a)
pay the government an an-
nual concession fee to be de-
termined by the Toll Regu-
latory Board, b) construction
al its own expense expansions
of expressways from Angeles
City to Carmen, Pagansinan

technology, and accelerate industrialization. Without
science progress the Philippines will for ever be a poor
country. We are already behind our Asean neighbours,
and maybe later we will be behind Papua in science.
I am glad you explained the importance of science to me,
a cuchero. We, the people who are non-scientists, have
_always thought that it was politics and elections that
could save this country. We thought that science is only
for the birds. What can we, ordinary citizens, do to help
science in our country?

Politics and elections are important provided people do
not think they are everything, We need more top level
scientists in the Philippines than politicians, The country
is suffering from brain drain of scientists. If only we could
brain drain our politicians. But, then, most of them have
no brains to drain,

What do you think of the coming plebiscite and elections
for president?

It will cost our people more than a hundred million pesos,
when we could very well wait for 1984 to have the regular
elections for the national assembly and the presidency.
With P100 million the Philippines could train for the
Ph.D. level about 1000 scientists in physics, chemistry,
mathematics, and engineering. What a waste of money
for an unnecessary election!

(LAST PART)

whom the franchisee has any
existing arrangements with or
related to the operations of
the casinos, or government
bonds, or BOI registered cor-
porations or any productive
enterprise or in payment of
indebtedness to the govern-
ment. You and | and millions ,
of others have no such privi-
leges.

But a more vital objection
to the proliferating casinos is
grave prejudice to national
interest against riches for a
favored few. Dewey Dee
played heavily in the casinos.
Many Filipino businessmen
big and small are lured to the
casinos. Contrary to the origi-
nal propaganda that these
gambling dens were intended
to service only foreign tour-
ists — Filipinos from all walks
of life have been enticed not
only here but also in Baguio,
Cebu, Davao, Zamboanga.

Many have lost entire for-
tunes, some have even comit-
ted hara-kiri. For the base of
Philippine business are mainly
corporations — where the fa-
ther usually controls not only
management bu the treasury
as well. Once he is addicted
to gamble in the casino, he
will not limit the stakes to
his own personal funds but

will inevitably dissipate the
monies of the family corpo-
ration as well draining
them to the road of bank-
ruptey. The loss is double to
the nation because the dis-
sipated resources would no
longer support a viable busi-
ness multiplied by the num-
ber of casinos that have pro-
liferated across the land.

My friends Mr. Marcos has
issued almost two thousand
decrees. Now that he has lift-
ed martial law, he himself
can review them in detail,
and where warranted, ask for
the repeal of those that con-
travene the constitution and
national interest. If not — the

Batasang Pambansa who claim

that they have the power to

amend and alter presidential
decrees can review them now
in detail and where war-

and from Calamba, Laguna to

Lucena, c¢) reimbursements to

the government for extemnal

debts in connection with the

construction from Balagtas,

Bulacan to Angeles City, and

d) discharge of certificate of
indebtedness evidencing obli-

gations of the government to

CDCP in connection with the

construction and rehabilita-

tion of both expressways.

Why a private firm to col-

lect toll? Why not the gov-

ernment directly? Is CDCP a

good toll collector with pro-

ven experience? Further-

more, people are entitled to

know: How much toll col-

lections in one day, how

much in one month, in one
year, in thirty years? How
much the considerations

embodied in section 27 When

will the proposed expansions
be undertaken? Why was
such franchise granted with-
out bidding, without equal
opportunity for others who
may be as qualified? Is not
the function of the CDCP
as contractor of the expand-
ed expressway incompatible
with its role as collector of
tolls? Will not this result in
undue increase of tolls
because of undue increase in
cost of construction? Inci-
dentally, the government in
this decree is mandated to
turn over to CDCP all equip-
ment, all facilities, all assets
and equipment directly rela-
ted to the toll operations of
both expressways and
grants to CDCP freedom from
all other taxes and imposts
save income and property
tax. Fringe benefits to a fa-
vored plum,

5. Then we have the dec-
rees on casinos already estab-
lished in most big cities ac-
ross the land, PD 1067 dated
January 1, 1977 and its
amendment PD 1399 dated
June 2, 1978 granted the
Philippine Amusements and
Gaming Corporation a fran-
chise to establish, operate and
maintain gambling casinos on

land or water within the ranted — repeal them for the
Philippines. We submit that sgke of the nation. If they do
these decrees constitute class  this now it will not only en-
legislation because they undu-  hance the mandate of their
ly extend special privileges public trust — they will also
like exemptions from pay- prove that in the threshold of
ment of all taxes — including normalcy the lifting of

martial law is not an empty
show, We ask them to accept

mncome tax — provided the
earnings reaped from the casi-

nos are invested anew in casi- that challenge — and we ask
nos or in any affiliate activity you civic and business
that will redound to the bene- leaders of the land — to also
fit of the franchise-corpora- ask them to accept that
tion, or any corporation with challenge.

GABAY NG
KINABUKASAN

Public Service Radio Program every Sunday
5:00 PM DZME 1530 KHZ AM

Latest News with Commentary, Interview with
well-known people

Dan Villar
ANNOUNCER
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Corruption seeps to judiciary

Cabinet Bill No.-42, “An
Act Reorganizing the Judi-
clary, Appropriating Funds
therefore and for Other Pur-
poses”, submitted by Assem-
blyman-Minister of Justice,
Ricardo C. Puno to the inte-
rim Batasang Pambansa was
prepared by a Presidential
Committee with the Chief
Justice, Fnrique M. Fernan-
do, as Chairman, pursuant to
Executive Order No. 611 *“to
improve judicial services, and
thereby best serve the pu-
blic interest” in the “‘effici-
cient dispensation of justice”.

Will Cabinet Bill No. 42
help accomplish the purposes
of the judicial reorganiza-
tion?

Its principal provisions are:
(1) the creation of “‘the-Inter-
mediate Appellate Court” to
replace the Court of Appeals,
providing for 45 members,
with nine (9) divisions of five
(5) members each, four divi-
sions to take cognizance of
appeals in civil cases; two di-
visions for criminal cases;
three divisions for special and
all other cases. The affirma-
tive vote of three members of
a division of five shall be ne-
cessary for the pronounce-
ment of a decision or final re-
solution; (2) the creation of
thirteen (13) “Regional Trial
Courts” in lieu of the Courts
of First Instance; (3) the crea-
tion of “Metropolitan Trial
Courts, Municipal  Trial
Courts, and Municipal Circuit
Trial Courts” to replace City
and Municipal Courts, and (4)
with “Miscellaneous Provi-
sions”.

The principal defects of
the judicial system during and
even before Martial Law, are
(a) undue delay in the deci-
sions of many pending cases,
and (b) unjust decisions thru
corruption® which has also
spread to some sectors of the
judiciary.

The above defects, which
are the legitimate grievances
of many parties-litigants, will
not be cured by the proposed
reorganization of the judicia-

Formidable: The broad-
based power of the Philip-
pine Catholic Church is a for-
midable factor in national
life. Nearly 85 per cent of the
country’s 47 million people
are Roman Catholic. More
than a million students at-
end 286 Catholic kindergar-
tens, 491 elementary schools,
921 high schools, 159 col-
leges and twelve universities.
The church operates 21 ra-
dio and television stations,
three national monthly maga-
zines and a newspaper in each
of the three largest Ccities.

But for all the imposing
power of the Roman Catho-
lic state-within-state, outside
forces have long been pushing
the Philippine church toward
confrontation with the Mani-
la goverment. During the
19608 Pope John XX1I's Vati-
can Il ecumenical council set

By: AMBROSIO PADILLA

ry by Cabinet Bill No. 42, for
the following considerations:

1. The jurisdiction of the
Supreme  Court  remains
the same “‘in accordance with
the Constitution and other
applicable laws or decrees”
(Sec. 9, par. 2). Due to the
heavy back-log of the Su-
preme Court, it can not com-
ply with the Constitutional
provision that it must decide
all cases submitted to it with-
in eighteen (18) months (Art.
X, Sec, 11(1) 1973 Constitu-
tion). The Supreme Court
should be relieved of reviews
or appeals of less important
cases, like the Workmen’s
Compensation, administrative
reviews, etc., for its time and
attention should be dedicated
to decide important questions
of law;

2. The creation of divi-
sions in the Intermediate Ap-
pellate Court (Court of Ap-
peals) into divisions to decide
civil, criminal and other cases,
may expedite the decisions
on said cases as ‘‘specialized”
divisions, but the increase of
membership from three to
five, will not remedy, but
may further delay the disposi-
tion of appealed cases. Rule
51 on “Judgment, and Quo-
rum of the Court (Sec. 2)
would be more expeditious,
and avoid or reduce delays;

3. The creation of “Re-
gional Trial Courts” whose
jurisdiction in civil, criminal
and other cases (Secs. 19-21)
shall be within the territory
to be defined by the Supreme
Court (Sec. 18), with appel-
late jurisdiction over Metro-
politan Trial Courts, Muni-
cipal Trial Courts and Muni-
cipal Circuit Courts (Sec. 22),
will not hasten but delay the
disposition of cases. It also
will duplicate judicial pro-
ceedings, for “final judg-
ments, decisions, resolutions,

orders or awards of Regional
Trial Courts and quasi-judi-
cial agencies, instrumentali-
ties, boards or commissions”

(LAST PART)

in motion a social-action
movement aimed at impro-
ving the material lot of the
poor—an enormous underta-
king applied to the ill-fed and
disease-plagued people of the
Philippines. On top of that,
Marxist-inspired revolutiona-
ry ferment had an obvious
appeal for students and urban
workers in a country where
less than 10 per cent of the
population controls the bulk
of national wealth. More
recently, two additional in-
tellectual movements spurred
those Filipinos demanding
change. From the United
States, activists brought back
radical theories of communi-
ty organization. And from
Latin American clerics ¢ame
the “Theology of. Libera
tion," a doctrine calling for
extensive church-based social
movements.

are appealable to the Inter-
mediate  Appellate Court
(Sec. 9/27); .

4, The creation of Metro-
politan Trial Courts, Munici-
pal Trial Courts and Munici-
pal Circuit Trial Courts (Sec.
25), in lieu of City and Muni-
cipal Courts, which are trial
courts, is a mere change of
names and will not improve
the efficient administration
of justice.

However, their authority
to hear and decide petitions
for a writ of habeas corpus or
applications for bail (Sec. 35)
and summary procedure in
special cases (Sec. 36), are
good provisions to hasten dis-
pensation of justice, specially
the simplified procedure
in forcible entry and detain-
er cases, violations of traffic
rules, violations of the rental
law by admitting affidavits
and counter-affidavits in lieu
of oral testimony (Sec. 36);

5. The period for appeal
(Sec. 19) within fifteen (15)
days from notice of final or-
der, resolution, award, judg-
ment or decision appealed
from (Sec. 39) is an improve-
ment, by shortening and ma-
king uniform the period of
appeals in all courts. That “no
record on appeal shall be re-
quired to take an appeal’” will
also diminish expense and
shorten appeals, and
hopefully the decisions of ap-
pellate courts;

6. The transitory provi-
sions (Sec, 42) whereby exist-
ing courts “‘shall be deemed
automatically abolished and
the incumbents thereof shall
cease to hold office”, even
with gratuity of judges (Sec.
44) will violate the security of
tenure of judges guranteed by
the Constitution (Art. X,
Sec. 7, 1973 Constitution).
The decision in Ocampo vs.
Secretary of Justice (G.R,
No. L-7910, Jan. 18, 1955)
will not justify such constitu-
tional violation, for the

majority decision did not re-
ceive the required votes for
declaration of unconstitiona-

As a result, hundreds of
grass-roots centers were orga-
nized in church parishes
across the country. Under the
umbrella of *“Basic Christian
Communities,” they attempt-
ed to give the rural and urban
poor an understanding of the
need for change and of the
role the people themselves
could play in bringing about
reform. Many of the Commu-
nities adopted a distinctly
Marxist tone in their analysis
that inevitably led to conflict
with the country's elite. And
their work has also put them
at odds with much of the
church hierarchy, most of
whom hold to the traditional
line that discourages social
crusades. “They think our
methods are unacceptable,”
says one young Jesuit work-
ing in a teeming wurban
slum. “They fear we are

lity of Rep. Act No. 1186
abolishing “cadastral and
judges at large” for, according
to Chief Justice Paras, Justice
Alex Reyes and Justice La-
brador, said Act was enacted
by Congress to precisely im-
plement the constitutional
provision on “‘district judges”
(Art. VIII, Sec. 7, 1935 Cons-
titution).

“# * The case of Ocam-
po vs. Secretary of Justice,
G.R. no. L-7910 (decided
on January 18, 1955) in-

volved the constitutiona-
ity of section 3 of Repub-
lic Act No. 1186, express-
ly abolishing’ all existing

positions of Judge-at-
Large and  Cadastral
Judges'.* *

“* * jn the Ocampo

case, seven (7) members of
this Court or a clear majo-
rity thereof voted to dec-
lare said section 3 of Re-
public Act No. 1186 un-
constitutional.” (Gacho, et
al. vs. Osmena, Jr., etc.,
et al., 103 Phil. 837, at
p. 847)

7. The growing corruption
in Government, which has
also crept to some sectors of
the judiciary will continue to
be a nagging problem, for said
Cabinet Bill No. 42 provides
for no remedy therefor. The
appointment of judges in the
Martial Law regime by the
President, without the appro-
val of a separate and indepen-
dent body, like the former
Commission on Appoint-
ments (Art. VII, Sec. 10(3),
1935 Constitution) has con-
tributed to corruption, be-
cause some appointed judges
are not deserving, due to lack
of sufficient knowledge and
experience in law, substantive
and procedural, including evi-
dence, and more, because of
their lack of moral fiber, to
dispense justice in accordance
with law and the evidence,
without fear or favor, and
also free from suspicion of
adjudging a case because of
bribery, friendship or other
extraneous consideration,

preaching class hatred that
would only lead to violence.”

The country’s bishops pre-
served at least a facade of
church unity for a time, but
that was thoroughly shattered
in 1972 when Marcos im-
posed martial law. The initial
response of church leaders
was to counsel extreme cau-
tion, urging Catholics to take
a ‘‘calm and prayerful” res-
ponse, Over the next eight
years, only the development
of the deliberately vague “cri-
tical collaboration” policy
averted open splits in the
ruling  Catholic  Bishops'
Conference.

Abuses: Most ranking cle-
rics interpreted the phrase to
authorize nothing more than
a quiet top-level dialogue
with the government. Yet
some, particularly the bishops
from war-torn Mindanao deci-
ded it permitted increasingly
open criticism of the Marcos

fegime and direct action to
combat the abuses of mili-

$ila noon

Ni LEO P. BALABIS

Ang pangalan ko po ay si
Julian Makabayan. Anak po
ako nina Inang Maria Rizal at
Amang Jose Makabayan. [si-
nilang po ako noong toang
1865 sa may bandang Cavite,
Ako po ay Pilipino,

Marahil inyong maitata-
nong kung bakit magpahang-
gang ngayon ay, naririto pa
ako sa lupa sa taong ito. Ka-
tunayan po, ako ay matagal
nang patay. Lamang ay hindi
ako matatahimik sa aking ki-
nalalagyan kung kaya't kalu-
luwa akong gumagala sa lupa-
ing ito. Isa pa, naatasan din
ako ni Gat Bayani na patnu-
bayan ang mga nangyayari
dito sa lupa at ipaalala sa
inyo ang aming magiting na
nakaraan. Kanya din pong ip:-
naabot sa inyo ang pangungu-
musta,

Magbibinatilyo na ako
noon nang aking nakilala sina
Jose Rizal, Andres Bonifacio
Emilio Jacinto at marami
pang iba, na ngayo'y itinu-
ring na mga bayani sa kasay-
sayan ng Pilipinas. AKjn din
pong nakilala sina Padre
Gomez, Burgos at Zamora,
Gayundin si Tandang Sora.
Ito ay sapagka't kagaya din
nila akong sumapi sa Kkilu-
san ng Propaganda, sa paki-
kipag-away sa mga dayuhang
Espaniol at sa paghahatid ko
ng mga dokumento sa kanila.
Minsan din po akong sumulat
para sa La Solidaridad.

Ang inyo pang mababasa
ngayon ay hindi batay sa mga
pala-palagay lamang o hango
sa mga tsismis o sabi-sabi la-
mang, lto ay tutuong naganap
at nangyari noon na siya na
ring nasasaad sa inyong mga
aklat ngayon. Gayun din, isa
ako sa mga nasawi sa pakiki-
paghamok noon. Narito ang

ilan sa mga kabanata noon:-

Akin pang maalaala ang
malupit na kamatayan nina
Padre Gomez, Burgos at Za-
mora noong umaga ng Pebre-
ro 17, 1872 sa Luneta. Ang
kanilang kamatayan ay siyang
dahilan kung bakit marami sa
amin ang sumapi sa mga ki-
Jusan laban sa mga Espanol.

Maalaala ko pa rin ang La
Liga Filipino ni Rizal na si-
nundan ng KKK ni Bonilacio,
Datapwa’t magkaiba sa pama-
maraan ay isa ang layunin,
lyan ay ang kalayaan,

Maalaala ko pa rin ang isa
pang Emilio na nakipaghimag-
sik sa Cavite gamit ang pa-

ngalang Magdalo. Siya si Emi-
lio Aguinaldo.

At akin pa ring maalaala
na hindi lamang mga lalaki
ang sumapi sa kilusan laban
sa mga dayuhang mapangam-
kam ngunit pati na rin ang
mga babae. Ilan sa kanila ay
sina Gabriela Silang at Tan-
dang Sora, Babae nga sila ngu-
it itinaya ang buhay sapagka’t
sila rin ay Pilipino na nagha-
hangad ng kalayaan.

At paano namin makakali-
mutan si Jose Rizal? Ang
dakilang bayani na sumulat
ng Noli Me Tangere, El Fili-
busterismo at marami pang
iba? Paano namin makakali-
mutan ang inspirasyon ng ba-
yang Pilipinas, na ibinuwis
ang buhay makapagsilbi la-
mang sa bayan? Oo nga't hin-
di nakipaghamok sa labanan
nguni’'t ang nagawa niya ay
higit pa sa tagumpay ng
himagsikan. Siya ang nagpatu-
nay na ang tinta ay mas ma-
bagsik pa sa espada, Siya ay
Pilipino.

Dapat ko ring ipaalala sa
inyo ang unang Pilipino na
gumapi sa dayuhang si Magel-
lan sa Mactan, Cebu noong
1521. Siya ay si Lapulapu,
ang larawan ng tunay na Pili-
pino.

Mapait at madugo nga ang
aming kasaysayan: nangama-
tay nga kami sa pakikipag-
laban ngunit hindi ninyo nala-
laman kung gaano kasiya at
kasarap ang aming nagawang
paglilingkod sa bayan at iyon
ay hindi ninyo mararanasan
kung ayaw ninyong marana-
san.
Nakakalungkot ang pagka-
kaiba ng mga Pilipino sa noon
at sa ngayon. Sabi pa ni Gat
Rizal, *Noon, tayo ay mata-
pang, mapagmahal sa bayan
al nangamatay para lamang sa
Inangbayan. Sila sa kasaluku-
yan, Paano ba? ™.

Kami noon ay tunay na Pi-
lipino, kayo kaya? Mahirap
paniwalaan nguni’t gusto ko
na ring aminin na sa ngayon,
Ginebra San  Miguel na
Jamang ang tunay na Pilipino.
lutuo baito? Makabayan ka-
mi, Kayo, ganocon ba? Buk-
san Mo ang iyong mga mata,
kapatid ko. Lingunin mo ang
iyong paligid, Tanawin mo
ang bukas at pagkuwa'y sagu-
tin mo ang tanong ko: Kung
ganito kami noon, Paano
kayo ngayon?

tary rule, By

1979 even
such conservatives as Cardi-
nal Sin were calling publicly
for an end to martial law,
And late that year, a pas-
toral letter signed by 98 of

the prelates denounced *‘ma-
nifest, long-standing tyran-
ny.” While condemning vio-
lence, the statement declared
that it was ‘‘not absolutely
ruled out



Republic of the Philippines
JUVENILE AND DOMESTIC RELATIONS COURT
CALOOCAN CITY

IN THI. MATTER OF THE ADOPTION OF
THE MINOR JORDAN FLORES BONIFACIO,

RONALDO G, REYES,
MARY ANN A, REYES,
Petitioners,

SP, PROC. NO, 6656-A
For: ADOPTION

X — — —_—————— X
ORDER

Before the Court is a veri- before this Court sitling at

fiel petition for adoption the 4th Floor, Genato Build-

filed by Ronaldo G. Reves
and Mary Ann A, Reyes
thirough counsel prayirg that
after due notice, publication,
and hearing, the minor Jor-
dan Flores Bonifaclo be de-
clared their child by adop-
tion,

The petition alleges among
other things that petitiorers
are husband an( wife, both
of legal age, Filipmos, and
with resiilence at, 46 We-t
12th Avenue, Grace Park,
Caloocan City, Metro Mani-
Ia; that peltioners desire to
jointly adopt as their own
child a minor named Jordan
Flores Bonifaclo, who was
born on March 18, 1972 and
who was declared an aban-
doned, neglected, and (depen-
dert child by this Court in
its Order dated Japuary 9,
1981; that the Ministry of
Social Services and Develop-
ment has agreed and given
‘ts written consent to the pe-
tition; that petilioners pos
sesgs all the qualifications
ard none of the disqualifica-
tions to adopt under Lthe
law, and are financially and
moraly capable to bring up
and edueate the minor
sought to be adopted herein;
and that the latter has no
property of his owr.

WHEREFORE, finding the
petition Lo be sufficient in
form and substance, the
same is hercby set for hear-
ing on March 23, 1981 at
49:00 «'clock in the morning,

SUMMER . .
(From page 3)

During the meeting with
cily officials, the mayor
stressed the importance of
setting up safety measures
for the children’s protec-
tion without hampering
their enjoyment.

As an added safeguard
for their safety, Bagatsing
said that each boy and girl
participating in the sum-
mer program will be cover-
ed by a P10,000 insurance
for that day.

Various agencies of the
city government like the
health department, the ci-
ty schools, the police, the
public recreation bureau
and the social welfare de-
partment, have joined
hands in developing civic
virtues among the children
by scheduling lectures on
character education and
citizenship training.

30% HIKE . .
{From page 3)

fo the Quezon City boun-
dary has been tagged for
increase from P350 to
P500 per square meler.
The same valuation will be
true with lots along Sam-
son Road,

Land along A. Mabini
St. will go up from the pre-
sent P200-P250 to P350 per
square meter under the
new schedule.

In the bukid area, a 10
16 20 percenlt increase will
be affixed on the lots, with
the biggest increase to be
effected in the B, F.
Homes (Phase 3), where
the land will be appraised

ing, 417 Rizal Avenue EX-
tension, Grace Park, Caloo-
cap City, Metro Manila, and
anyone who has objection to
the petition should file his
oppositiop thereto with the
statement of his ground
therefor,

Let this order be publish-
od al petitioners’ expense
once a week for three (3)
consecutive weeks in a news-
papcr of general circulation
in Caloocan City.

Furpish eopies of this or-
der and of the petition, toge-
thier witl ils annexes, 1the
Office of the Solicitor Gen-
eral and the Ministry of So-
cial Services and Develop-
moent, Calooean City Branch,
for the farmer to appear
and represert the State on
thie aforesald date and time
of licaring and the latter to
conduct a soecial case study
on the minoy sought 10 be
adopted and the petitioners,
within thirty (30) days from
receipt hereof, submiliing a
report thereon to the Court
at least ore week before
March 18, 1981, and to ap
pear on the date and hour of
hearing,

SO ORDERED,

Caloocan Cily, February

27, 1981,
(Sgd.)
\LICIA V. SEMPIO-DIY
Judge

March 7, 14, 21, 1981

CAUSES FOR . .
(From page 3)

still {axable properties.

6. Copies of the tax dec-
larations of newly-discov-
ered taxable properties
are not promptly furnish-
ed the treasurers.

7. The monthly report
of the assessor to the trea-

surer on the increase or ,

decrease of the total as-
sessed valuation is not re-
ligiously made, if at all.
Treasurers need this for
purposes of checking whe-
ther the corresponding tax
declarations have already
heen received by him and,
if received, whether he
has already made appro-
priate actions, especially
when the tax declarations

involved ecall for collec-
tion.

8. There are c¢ases
where collection is ad-
versely affected. One of

the causes of the failure
of Marikina to realize ils
estimated income from
current real properly tax-
t callect the taxes of RE-
TELCO which has been
adamant in not paying
them on the ground that
its properties are tax-
exempt, notwithstanding
the opinion of the Ministry
of Finance to the contra-
ry. RETELCO has taken

at P150 per square meter
— a P50 increase from the
present P100.

City Assessor Abesamis
sajd for raw land in the
bukid area, the market va-
lue will be hiked from P10
to P20 per square meter
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Messages from the Pope

(PART

ON JUSTICE

What then are the requirements of justice in this
regard? That working conditions should be as worthy
as possible, and that social security should be perfected
so as to enable everyone, on the basis of growing so-
lidarity, to face up to risks, difficult situations and so-
tial burdens; that wages should be regulated in their
various and complementary forms; that workers should
have a real and just share in the wealth that they help
to produce in enterprises, in professions and in the na-
tional economy.

You can be sure that your Pope is with you on this
issue and on similar issues, because what is at stake is
man and his dignity.

000 :
ON MUSLIMS

Society cannot bring citizens the happiness that
they expect from it unless society itself is built upon
dialogue. Dialogue in turn is built upon trust, and trust
presupposes not only justice but mercy. Without doubt,
equality and freedom, which are at the foundation of
every society, require law and justice. But, as I said
in a recent letter addressed §o the whole Catholic
Church, justice by itself is not enough:" the equal-
ity brought by justice is limited to the realms of ob-
jective and extrinsic goods, while love and mercy bring
it about that people meet one another in that value
which is man himself, with the dignity that is proper
to him" (Dives in Misercordia, 14).

Dear Muslims, my brothers: I would like to add
that we Christians, just like you, seek the basis and mo-
del of merey in God himself, the God to whom your
Book gives the very beautiful name of al-Rahman, while
the Bible calls him al-Rahum, the Merciful One.

It is only within this framework of religion and its
shared premises of faith that one can really speak of
mutual respect, openness and collaboration between
Christians and Muslims. Then comes willingness to
work together, to build a more fraternal society. In
spite of the geographical nature of your great country,
it is more relevant today than ever to repeat the say-
ing: “no man is an island”.

My dear friends: I wish you to be convinced of the
fact that your Christian brothers and sisters need you
and they need your love. And the whole world, with
its longing for greater peace, brotherhood and harmony,
need to see fraternal coexistence between Christians and
Muslims in a modern, believing and peaceful Philippine
nation

ON LAND OWNERSHIP

Yes, human dignity must be promoted by the land.
Because the land is a gift of God for the benefit of all,
it is not admissable to use this gift in such a manner
that the benefits it produces serve only a limited num-
ber of people, while the others — the vast majorily —
are excluded from the benefits which the land yields.
It is not admissible that in the general development
process of a nation there should continue to exist the
injustice whereby progress worthy of man does not
reach precisely those people who live in the rural areas,
who in sweat and toil make land productive, and who
must rely on the work of their hands for the sustenance
of their family. It is not admissible that offers them no
hope for a better future. No, in giving the land to hu-
manity, God had a different purpose, for his gift was
a gift of love to humanity.

A truly Christian challenge is therefore presented
to those that own or control the land. I know that many
of you who are plantation-owners or who are planters
are truly concerned with the welfare of your workers,
but the Church, aware of her responsibilities, feel impel-
led to held up before you again and again the ideal of
love and justice, and {o encourage you to compare cons-
tantly your actions and attitudes with the ethical princi-
ples regarding the priority of the common good regafd-
ing the social purpose of economic activity. The right of
ownership is legitimate in itself but it cannot be sepa-
rated from its wider social dimension. In his Encyclical
Populorum Progressio, Paul VI, echoing the teaching of
the Second Vatican Council, stated this principle very
clearly when he wrote: “God intended the earth and
all it contains for the use of every human being and
people. Thus, as all people follow justice and unite in
charity, created goods should abound for them on a rea-
sonable basis (Gaudium et Spes, 69). All other rights
whatsoever, including those of property and of free com-
merce, are to be subordinated to this principle. They
should not hinder but on the contrary favor its applica-
tion, It is a grave and urgent social duty to redirect
{hem to their primary finality. (no. 22) The landowners
and the planters should therefore not let themselves be
guided in the first place by the economic laws of growth
and gain, nor by the demands of competition or the

Number of Torrens Tille
in the tax declaratinns,
10. Inadvertence by the
assessor. In Pasig, the as-
sessor admitted that he
made an error in his certi-

its case to court.

9. Failure to contact the
property owners on ac-
count of change in address
{hat is not reflected in the
tax declaration. Cases like

this are countless. The [fication of the projected
difficulty in contacting total assessed valuation of
such property owners is f{axable properties as of

es in 1980 was ils inability
December 31, 1979

made more difficult by the
general

absence of the

1)

selfish accumulation of goods, but by the demands of
justice and by the moral imperative of contributing to
a decent standard of living and to working conditions
which make it possible for the workers and for the rural
sociely to live a life that is truly human and to see all
their fundamental rights respected.

Likewise, the workers, either duma-ans. sacadas or
industrial workers, must be guided by a truly human
and Christian concept of their task, Human labor re-
mains the superior element in the economic enterprise,
for through it man exerts his dominion over the mater-
ial world for the building of his own human dignity
(cf. Gaudium et Spes, 67). The man or the woman who
works becomes a cooperator of God. Made to the image
of God, man received the mission of governing the uni-
verse so that ils riches can be develoned and used for
the benefit of all, in order to grant every human person
the possibility to live according to his own dignity and
thus give the glory to God. To all the sugar cane work-
ers | say, as I say to all workers everywhere: never for-
gel the great dignity that God has granted you, never
let your work degrade you but remember always the
mission that God has entrusted to you: to be by the
worlc of your hands, his collaborators in the continua-
tion of the work of creation. See in your work a labor
of love, for your daily work expresses love for your
dear ones and your commitment to the well-being of
your family. Be proud to be workers of the land. At
the same time know that the Church supports you in
your endeavors to have your rights as workers respect-
ed. Ninety years ago already, the great social Encyeli-
cal Rerum Novarum spelled out very clearly that the
worker is entitled to wages that give him a just share
in the wealth he helps to produce, and that working con-
ditions should be geared not to the ever increasing eco-
nomic profit of the enterprise but to the inviolable dig-
nity of man as an individual, as a provider for his fa-
mily and as a builder of the society 1o which he be-
longs. It has been the constant teaching of the Church
that workers have a right to unite in free associations
for the purpose of defending their interest and contri-
buting as responsible partners to the common good.
Such associations should be protected by appropriate
laws which, rather than restrict their activities, should
guarantee the {ree pursuit of the social welfare of all
their members and of the workers in general.

Wherever people work logether, inspired by Lhe
aim of securing the dignity of every human being and
of building a sociely based on justice, the hope for a
better future will be kept alive, and ways and means
will be found to share the fruits of progress with all in
the community., When the legitimate rights of every
category are respected, peaceful ways will be devised
to achieve the common good and no one will hesilate
to put the full wealth of his talents, skills and influence
at the service of his brothers and sisters in the common
pursuit of a just society. Government agencies that are
guided by a true concern for the dignity of the human
person will not become instruments of oppression or
powertools for one class category, Free associations of
workers that base their action on the peerless dignity
of man will inspire confidence as partners in the search
for just solutions. Workers and employers who learn
to see each other as brothers will not get locked in bit-
ter disputes that leaves problems unsolved and human
solidarity weakened or in ruins. When man himself,
man with his unsurpassed dignity, is the measure that
is applied to the special problems, then there will be no
room for violence in the struggle for justice. To adopt
man as the criterion of all social activily means com-
mitting oneself to the transformation of every unjust
situation without destroying what one seeks to protect:
a soclety based on brotherhood, justice and love. Vio-
lence can never he a means of solving social conflict,
and class struggle which opposes one group to another
cannot create justice since its premise is destruction
and contempt for man. To construct a truly human so-
ciety in the Philippines, every man and woman must
make a choice for justice and love, for solidarity and
brotherhood against selfishness and hatred. Choose hu-
man dignity and a better future will be yours
VIEWPOINTS (From page 4)
nanda Rintantan who are allegedly detained in Camp
Majuinaja in Olongapo City since August 1980 but until
now no charges have been filed against them, except the
claim that they are subversives.

I was informed that this couple is so destitute that
they cannot afford the services of counsel to assist them
and their three young children have to wander why this
matter was not brought to the attention of the Integ-
rated Bar's legal aid office in Olongapo City under IBP
President Cardenas. I will look into this matter but in
the meantime, may I request the letter writer to get in
touch with the IBP Zambales Chapter and ask for legal
aid for the couple. 1 am positive they will be given
legal assislance immediately.

This column congratulaies the winners in the recent
IBP chapter elections — especlally those who won not-
witstanding strong pressures against them from the
establishmenl. Congratulations are in order for Pres-
ident Elect Custodio Parlade of Quezon City who hum-
bled an eslablishment-supported candldate; Presldent
Flect Manuel Punzalan of Bulacan, and President Elect-
Eduardo Palermo of Negros Occidental
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Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE SHERIFF
Pasig, Metro Manila

File No, 1375

METROPOLITAN BANK AND

‘TRUST COMPANY,
Mortgagee,
— versus —
DANILO E, SUAREZ and
ALETA C. SUAREZ,
Mortgagors,

HXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURL OF REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135, as amended by ACT 4118,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

WHEREAS, by virtue of
the Deed of Real Estate
Mortgage duly executed and
gigred in due forms on Oct-
ober 14, 19756 and November
21, 1977, by the Spouses
DANILO E, SUAREZ and
ALETA C. SUAREZ, with
residence and postal address
at No. 20 Lapu-Lapu St,, Ma-
gallanes Village, Makati, Me-
tro Manila, hereinafter refer-
red to as the mortgagors, in
favor of the METROPOLI-
TAN BANK AND TRUST
COMPANY, a banking cor-
poration duly organized anrd
existing under and by virtue
of the laws of the Philip-
pines, with principal place of
business and postal address
at Metro Bank Plaza, Buen.
dia Ave., Makai, Metro Ma-
nila, hereirafter referred to
as the mortgagee, the for-
mer mortgaged to the latter
certain parcels of real pro-
perties, together with all thi
bwldings and Improvements
existing thercon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFI-
CATE OF TITLE
NO. S-11635
PROVINCE OF RIZAL

A pareel of land (Lol
No. 11, Block No. 22 of
the subdivision plan Psd-
26544, being a portlor of
land deseribed on  plan
PCA-2137, G.LR.O. Rec-
N, 2029), sitnated in the
Municipality of Makati,
Province of Rizal, x X X X
Containing an area of
TWO THOUSAND FIVE
HUNDRED FIFTY TWO

(2,552) SQUARE ME-
TERS, more or Iless,
X EE X

TRANSFER CERTIFI-
CATE OF TITLE
NO. (410993) S-15792
PROVINCE OF RIZAL
A parcel of land (Lot
18, Block 33 of the subdi-
visior plan (LRC) Psd-
12510, bemng a portis'.n of
Lot 63-B-1-A described on
plan Psd-51412, LRC
(G, LR.O.) Reec. No, 20-
29), situated ln the muni-
cipality of Makati, Pro-
vince of Rizal, Island of
Luzon X x X X x x contaln-
ing ar area of SIX HUN-
DRED SIXTY (660) SQ-
UARE METERS, more or

less, xxxxx'

WHERFEAS, the said mort-
gagors executed the afore-
gald deed of real estate
morigage as a security to the
mortgagee of the mortgage
indebtedness in the amount
of FIVE MILLION EIGHTY
FIVE THOUSAND PESOS
ONLY - (P5,085,000.000, 1o
Plillippine currency:

WHEREAS, the terms and
conditions of the sald mort-
goge conwract werp sald o
have beer broken and vio-
lated by the mortgagors by
thelkr [fellure Lo pay the
mortgage indebtedness

which as of February 13,
1981 amounted to P5,085,-
000.00 PESOS, in Philippine
currency, with interest there-
on, attorrey's fees, exclesive
of daily interest and expen-
ges thereafter, penalties,
charges, lawful fees and ex-
penses, all secured by the
sajd mortgage;

NOW THEREFORE, by
virtue of the power of ai-
torney irserted in the said
deed of real estate mort
gages and in accordance
with the provisions of Act
3135, as amended by Act
4118, the Ex-Officio Provin-
cial Sheriff of Rizal upon a
verified petition of the
mortgagee  aforementioned
thru MR. REYNALDO C.
LASERNA, Sr, Manager ard
Head of Legal Division of
the mortgagee-bank, hereby
announces and give: notice
to all partles concerned and
vo the public in gereral that
on Mareli 25, 1981, at 10:00
s elock in the morning or
soon thereafter, in fromt of
lis office, located at the
Ground Floor, New Hall of
Justice Building, Rizal Pro-
vineial Capitol Compound,
Pasig, Motro Marila, he or
his duly authorized deputy
:heriff, will <ell at public
auction to the highest bid-
de, and for cash, in Philip-
pine ecurrency, the above
described real properties, to-
gethep witl all buildings and
inprovements existing there-
on, to <atisfy the full
amount  of the morgage
debt, interest, attorrey’s
fees, penalties, churges, law-
ful fees and expenses Dplus
41 the necessary sheriff’s
fees and expenses inciden-
tal to this foreclosure and
sale,

This Naotice of SBherilf’s
Sale shall be posted for a

period of twenty (20) days
on three (3) public places
in Makatli, Metro-Manila,

where the properties are lo-
cated and on three (3) pub-
\lce places in Pasig, Metro
Manila, where the auction
sale shall take place and
likewige a copy of this notice
shall be published i “WE",
a newspaper of general cir-
cwiation ip Metro Manila
end edited in Quezon City,
once a week, for three con-
secutive weeks, the first pub-
lication to take place at least
twenty (20) days before the
date of the auction gale,

Prospective buyers or bid-
ders are hereby enjoined to
investigate for themselves
the titles to the real
properties and the encum-
brances thereon, if any there
be,

Padlg Metro-Manlle, Feb-
ruary 23, 1081

said

(Sgd,)
MAXIMO C. CONTRERAS
Actirg Bx-Officio Provineial
Sheriff

Republic of the Phillppines
COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF MANILA
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

RAMON JOAQUIN,
Plaintiff,
— Versus —

CIVIL: CASE NO, 124272

ALBERTO LA FUENTE ¥ AMORES,
ALIAS ALBERTO AMORES LA FUENTE

Defendant,
AMENDED

WHLEREAS, on December
3, 1980, plaintdff, through
counsel, filed a molion pray-
irg that service of summons
on defendant Alberto La
Fuente ¥ Amores allas Al-
berto Amores La Fuente be
effected by publication;

AND, WHEREAS, on Dec-
ember 4, 1980, the Honor-
able ALFREDO V, CRUZ,
Judge presiding Branch XX-
IX of this Court, lssued an
order grantirg the same;

NOW, THEREFORE, de-
fendam Alberto La Fuente ¥
Amores alias Alberto Amo-
res La Fuente is hereby sum-
moned and required to file
with the Office of Lhe Clerk
of Court of the Court of
First Instance of Manila,
Sixth Judlelal District,
Fourth Floor, City Hall, Ma-
nila his answer to the amer-
ded complaint flled against
him in the instant case
within sixty (60) days after
the last publication of this
summons, serving copy
thereof upon the plairtiff,
¢/o Agrava, Lucero, Alikpala
& Gineta, 2nd Floor, Mer-
chants Investments Bldg,,
313 Buendia Ave, Ext,, Maka.

Republic of the

SUMMONS

ti, Melre Manila, Upu,
failure on his part 1o do s=o
as aforesald, plaintiff will
take judgment against him
by default and may demand
from the sald Court the re-
lief prayed for in the amend-
ed complaint,

Lel this summons together
with the amended complaint,
be published by the plain-
tiff and at his expense, ir
the “WE-FORUM", a news-
paper sclected by raffle ir
accordance with Presidential
Decree No, 1079, once a
week for three (3) consecu-
tive weeks. Likewise, plain-
tiff shall, at his expense, de-
posit copy of the summons,
as well as the amended com-
plairt, in the Manila Post
Office, postage prepald and
by registered mall, addressed
to defendant Alberto La
Fuente ¥y Amores alias Al-
berto Amores La Fuente, at
his last known address.

Manila, Philippines,
ruary 24, 1981

Peb-

(Sgd.)
NICANOR E. SILVANO
Clerk of Court
Feb 28 March 7. 14, 1981
ANNEX “A"

Plulippines

COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF M ANILA
BRANCH XXIX

RAMON JOAQUIN,
Plaintiff,
— VErsus —

CIVIL CASE NO 124272

ALBERTO LA FUENTE Y AMORES,

ALIAS ALBERTO AMORES
Defendant

AMENDED

COMES NOW plantiff,
by the undersigned atlor-
peys, and before this Honor-
able Court respeeifully
states:

1. Plaintiff is of legnl age,
widower and resident of
2027 Nagtahan Street, Sta
Mesa, Manila

9 Defendant is of legal
age and, according to plain-
tiff's last information ard
belief, is 8 resideng of Mad-
rid, Spain

3. Defendant i< the regis-
tered owner of a parcel of
land (PROPERTY) covered
by Transfer Certificate of
Title No. 45238 (TTTLE) of
the Register of Deeds for the
City of Manila, and a minor
or August 7, 1834, represent-
ed by his legal guardian,

(Sgd,)
MARCIAL L. ESTRELLADO

Deputy Sheriff Incharge
Checked & Verifled by:

(8gd,) PABLO L. 5Y
Deputy Sheriff and
Reviewing Officer

Copy furnished:
Sps. Dandlo E, Suarez and
Aleta C, Buares
(Mortgagors)
No. 20 Lapu-Lapu Streel
Magallanes Village,
Makati, Metro Manila

Ally. Domingo A, San-
tiago, Jr,

Counsel for the Morlgagee
Suite 501, State Condomi-
rium 1

186-188 Saloedo St
Legaspl Villnge

Makali, Metro Manils

Feb 28 March 7 14, 1881

LA FUENTE

COMPLAINT

Joaquin NavaiTo, who WQs

plaintiff’s adopting father,
4, Joaquin Navarra died

during the Japanese Occupa-

tion
5. From 1951 L. 1969, the
PROPERTY became delin-

quert in the payment of real-
ty taxes in the amount of
P5,154.91, including penal-
ties

6 On December 4, 1970
as o consequence of such de-
linquency, the PROPERTY
was sold at public auetinn |
one Nicanor T. Eusebio, now
deceased, subject to a right
of redemption up to Decem-
ber 6, 1971,

7. Under date of Novem
ber 23, 1071, the City T'rea-
gurer of Manila sent a let-
ter to plaintiff as follows:

“Republic of the Plillippines
City of Manila
OFFICE OF THE
CITY TREASURER

November 23, 1871
Mr. Alberto Amores la

Fuente
¢/o Ramon Joaguin
2027 Nagtahan, Bampaloc
Manila
Sir:

We wish to remind you
that pursuart to Sec, 70 of
the Revised Charter of the
Cly of Manila (R.A. No.
409), you have up to Dec-
ember 6, 1971, to redeem
“your property located at 193
Vietorin & Novales, Intra-
muros, which was sold to
Mr Nieanor Euscblo in the
tax sale held by the Ciy
Assassor, Maynila, on Dec-
ember 4, 1970

You may redeem the same
by paying to this Office the

ASSESSMENTS |
(From page 3)

commercial structures will
be reassessed during the
coming general revision,
the same informants told
this newspaper.

A similar situation ob-
‘ains along . Tuazon in
Balic-Balic, Manila. On the
~ight side of the streel's
portion which has been de-
clared a blighted area, big
residential and commercial
buildings and their lots
will he saved from the as-
sessments revision. Bul
on the other side, the as-
sessments of the buildings
and the lands will be re-
vised, resulting in higher
taxes to be imposed on the
property owners.

In the case of Caloocan
City, City Assessor Isidro
Abesamis pointed to a por-
tion of A. Mabini St. where
one side has been declared
a blighted area. On this
side, the lucky propertly
owners of lots and big

CALOOCAN GRAFT . ..
(From page 3)

The court sef the trial of
the complaint for May 18,
19 and 20 should the re-
investigation establish the
existence of a prima facie
case. Under the anti-
graft and corrupt practi-
ces law. trial of the case,
once started, contin-
uous

is

will escape the
revision. But on the op-
posite side, the revision
will apply and will result
in higher taxes on the part

buildings

of the unlucky property
owners
lle also mentioned the

54-hectare Bagong Barrio
which heads the city's 11
blighted areas. There are
big buildings in this ZIP
area but because of the
presidential proclamalion,
such properties will not be
reassessed in the coming
general revision

tolal amount of P6,22452,
computed as follows:
1951-1969 taxes &

penalties I'5,154.91
Cosls of Publica-

tion P 267.72

TOTAL 5,412 63

169, Irterest p.a, ' 811.89
TOTAL COSTS OF
REDEMP-

TION P6,224 .52

Should you fail to do so

on the dale above speelfied,
this Office shall execute a
deed sulficiert, in form and
effect, to convey to Mr, Eu-
sebio, the purchaser, 130 sq
m, of yow abuve described
property that has been sold,
in order to vest title to him,

Kindly thils marter

yvour preferential attention,
Very truly yours,
1Sgd.y HM, DIEGO
City Treasurer

By

glve

(Sgid, ) Tlegible
JOSE R. GLORIA
Asst. Cily Treasurer
8. On December 3, 1971,
or before Lthe expiranon date
of the aforcstated right of
redemption, plainliff, for
and on behall of defendant
deemed the PROPERTY
paying therefor the amount
of P6,224,52, evidenced by

Officlal Receipt No, 479512
itemized as follows:
'"1951-1969 taxe: &
ponaltles P’5, 154,91
Cost of Publiea-
tion " 25772
TOTAL I'5.412.63
160, Inleres!
p.a " 811,89

TOTAL COSTS
OF REDEMP-
TION PG, 224 52"
9, Plaintiff is entitled t
reimbur<ement from defend-
ant for the sum of P6 224 52
whieh he has paid for the
aceount of the deferdant,
10, Under the cireumstin

ces, defendant’s  “‘act  or
omlission” has compelled
plalntiff to institute this ac-
tlon to protect lils Interest,
for which he is entilled to
attorpey's fees which may be
reasonably determined al
F5,000,00

WHERILFORE, it is res
pectfully prayed that judg-

ment be rendered senlencing
defendant to pay to plain.
tff the sum of PG,22452
with legal interest from De-
comber 3 1971 until fully
paid, ard the additional <um
of I"5,000.00 as reasonable at-
torney’s fees

Plaintiff further prays for
costs of suit and such other
relief as may Dbe just and
equitable in the premises

Makati (for Manila) No-
vember 27, 1980

AGRAVA, LUCERO
ALTKPALA & GINETA

By:

(Sgd.)
Attt
PO
2nd Floor

Iirvestments Bldg

313 Buendia Ave, EXiension

Makati Metro Mandla

JULITA A. REYES
rmeys for Plamntif]
Box 2029, Manila
Merchant

EXTRAJUDICIAL PARTITION OF
ESTATE

Notice 18 hereby given that the
FACIA GABRIEL VDA, DE RAYOS, who died
April 2, 1979 b Libls, Quezon Cily

seltled by her lielrs as por
Book No, 1, Servles of 1980
Masagandu, of Quezon City

Feb. 28, March 7, 14,

estale of the late BONI
intestate on

s been extrajudicially

Doec, No, 2205, Page No, 441

of Notary Public Raman J
1981

NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL
PARTITION OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that the

estate of VALENTIN

RAYOS who died intestare on March 7, 1954, in Quezon Cily
has been exirajudicially settled by his heirs as per Doc. No
1149, Page 78, Book No. XXII, Series of 1978, of Nofar
Public Armando Corlez of Manila

Feb. 28, March 7, 14, 1981

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL PARTITION
OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of late AU-
RORA PENALOSA VDA. DE MEDINA who died intes-

tate on Oct, 9,

1974 at Makatl, Melro Manila, has been

extarjudicially settled by her heirs as per Doc. No. L1,

Page No

lie Manuel G Gareia of

Feb 21, 28 &

March 7

4. Book No. III, Series of 1981 of Notary Pub
Manila

1081



Sesquipedalian,
Agnewtic, etc.

By TOMAS BOQUIREN

After reading the published comments of one of the
Presidential spokesmen in the metropolitan press, criti-
cizing the views of Opposition stalwarts on TV, I could
not hélp noticing his patent pride and prejudice.

He is obvioudy thrasonical, naive, and Agnewtic —
the way he spouts sesquipedalian verbiage to castigate
the minions of the Opposition, reminiscent of a former
American politician, who was discredited by his own
people following the notorious Watergate: scandal and
known for his predilections for thessurian bombast and
logoistical fanfaronade. Calling his antinomian counter-
parts “thertestical and nescient” would only be a misera-
ble reflection of his own intellectual inadequacies and
vaudevillish tergeversations, This Panjandram of the pla-
titude and cross between a Byzantine logothete and an
Indian devidasis would want us to believe that the
pthisical, aneuristic, and anomied administration that he
represents is the best of all possible governments on the
terrestrial sphere. To disguise the deficiencies of this
autarchy, he resorts to thertetical villifications and pha-
rissical gallimaufry. Not to mention the verbal legerde-
main, chicanery, iggamation, collution, ilaqueation,
brummagem, petttifogging, supercherie, and blague
found emblazened in the papers most of the time. Our
favorite mouthpiece is a sophisticated rhetorician in-
ebriated with the elixir of his/own pomposity, nd cur-
rently afflected with celebral elephantiasis and also psi-

tastical logorrhea.

concoctions:

incamate:

the ignis
with

Servility, a
impotency is needed

and castrated psyches

As 1 tribute to his numerous kind and species under
the New Society, I hereby dedicate the

Arrant and subservient, they come, Such
Obsequousness transcends the limits of
Condescencion, the very essence of serfdom.
With affinity these medicant spirits furiously

Their entities cognate, spectral, irresolute, pejorative
and parasitical — show

The aberrations of the fraternity fraught with

Fatus ideal that to transpose coalescent nullities

simpering Bysantine

To vitalize national integrity.
Truncated they stand, their baleful intagliod

Transifigured with fllusory gradeur —
Acquiescent with rootless self-deception!

following

attitude of

METRO JEEPNEY ... from page 1

hold a dialogue with Metro
Manila Vice Governor Ismael
Mathay, Jr. The group, ins-
tead went to the WE Forum
offices to air their gripes.

Among other things, the
jeepney drivers are seeking
the lowering of traffic viola-
tion fines to P2.50, instead
of the current mnge of from
P10 to P50.

They also recommended
that such fines be paid to
banks or traffic enforcers
who in tum, would issue traf-
fic citation receipts in lieu of
traffic citation tickets (TCT)
which according to them en-
tailed exorbitant fines and
which  settlement meant
waste in the drivers work
hours.

They said that confisca-
tion of driverss licenses
gshould also be done away
with, because such measures
instead of checking traffic

In
aguio City

“The Counterfeit
Revolution”

can be purchased at
BINGO GROCERY
Abanao Street

violations, serve as breeding
ground for corruption.

They also said that be-
cause fines for traffic viola-
tions ranged from 10 to 50
pesos, these encouraged traf-
fic enforcers to prey on jeep-
ney drivers and settle for
half the amount. At the same
time, fourth and fifth time
traffic violators fear the sus-
pension and revocation of
their licenses as prescribed
by Presidential Decree 1605.

Narciso A, Cailan Sr,, Phil-
loda president said that most
traffic violations committed
by jeepney drivers could be
traced to defective and confu-
sing traffic signs, which he
said should be given more
priority than TCT issuances.

At the same time, Phillo-
da also appealed to the First
Lady to grant amnesty to dri-
vers affected by the issuance
of some 40,000 TCTs
pending at the Metro Manila
Commission (MMC). They
said the drivers met difficulty
in paying the fines because of
unreasonable provisions gov-
erning its payment,

Medardo Roda, the
spokesman for the delegation,
sald that the drivers, who
already had to content with
traffic enforcers who exact--
ed “tongs" from them to
avoid Dbeing issued TCTs,
found that traffic violation
fines not only was excessive
but also carried excessive in-
terest rates when not paid
promptly.
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THE OPPRESSED . . . from page 1

abound. Deers, wild pigs, foxes, monkeys and birds were
everywhere. Fish in the brooks were in sbundance,

No law then barred them from clearing small parts of
the forest to grow rice. Nobody minded if they gather
nattan, out of which they made hammocks, baskets and
animal traps. They could readily tap almacigs trees for
firewood and medication.

For dwellings, they were free to cut trees like the
gisip or mnislag to serve as foundation, pakiki or pugs-
han for the floor, lakap or bulo for the walls. They could
freely gather coffee leaves for the rooftop.

No “outsiders” bothered to intrude into their Paning-
ghon (sacred mountain) where they prayed and offered
gifts to Ibabasok their god of harvest, Ebunturanon the
god of wild game, Bulalakaw the god of fish, etc,

Everything seemed to run its natuml couse, until
“Progress” dawned on the Higa-onons in 1960.

It came in the shape of Anakan Lumber Company
(ALCO), a sister-firm of the Agusan-based Nasipit Lum-
ber Company (NALCO). Backed by state laws deeming
ancestral lands as part of the public domain, ALCO
acquired the vast Higa-onon territory as its logging con-
cession.

Life for the Higa-onons since then was never the same
again.

The Higa-onons are at a loss. Even their gods seemed
to have deserted them. They said the foul odor of petro-
leum plus the noise of bulldozers and dynamites must
have offended the spirits.

ALCO did promise them a lot of things in return. Em-
ployment for all the able-bodied natives. Schools for
their children. Free medical services at the company hos-
pital. Free transport services exclusively for Higa-onons,
Free lawanit boards for building houses.

Company officials even pledged to pay for the da-
mages incurred in their bulldozing activities. To appease
the head datu, they offered to build him a palatial home.

But apparently the promises were made to be broken.

Many years have passed. Yet not a single school is on
sight. Jobs, except for a few datus, never came. Instead,
lowlanders were the ones recruited.

Higa-onons still have to pay for their rides. No lawa-
nit boards were distributed free.

Yes, ALCO built a house for the head datu. But it is
made of reject lumber and scraps of lawanit. They paid
for the kaingin crops damaged. But it was they who dic-
tated the price.

Medical services are also provided free of charge at
the hospital in Anakan. But facilities are inadquate and
the treatment discriminatory. Many a sick person’s rela-
tive, seeing no improvement in the patient’s condition,
have brought the latter back home to die.

Enraged, some four hundred Higa-onons wrote Presi-
dent Marcos last February 1980, demanding an end to
the logging operation. They were especially adamant
against logging in their Paning-ahon, the place still left
untouched by ALCO.

But to no avail. logging activities continued without
let-up. ALCO went on to survey the Paning-ahon. It has
marked areas for cutting and has even felled some trees
already.

With their backs against the wall, the Higa-onons con-
fronted the ALCO management in a dialogue on April.
But the talks only served to heighten their frustration.

ALCO officials asserted that it is impossible to stop
the operation. The company, they claimed, is already
paying the government for it. Besides more than 5,000
workers would be laid off, they said.
Unaccustomed as they were to the wily ways of logging
firms, the Higa-onons grudgingly gave up. For a while,
they acquiesced themeleves to making the most of what
was left of the forest ruins, They planted the denuded
areas and gathered rattan to sell in exchange for cash.

Yet even these did not go unhampered for long.

Presidential Decree No. 705 now requires those occu-
pying the forests to secure forest residence permits. Un-
less they comply with the order, the Higa-onons are con-
sidered “‘squatters, illegal kaingeros” and thus subject to
penalty and resettlement,

Already three Higa-onons were apprehended and
charged with “illegal kaingin’ by ALCO. They were re-
leased later but only because they agreed to sign a con-
tract never to return to their father’s land again. One Hi-
ga-onon farmer was filled with tears when he signed it.

Worst, it was also decreed that any rattan pole ga-
thered by natives without license from the logging con-
cesgionaire will be embargoed, When complaints mount-
ed agalnst this order, military authorities took the side
of ALCO saying that since it is a concessionaire, ALCO
has the right to put a stop to “‘rattan-smuggling.”

In other words, eaming a living for the Higa-onons
has now become “illegal’! The people cannot under-
stand. "“Was it not God himself who commanded all men
to till the land for their own survival and for their
annual offerings? " — they asked,

(The preceding article, by Tribal Forum, is based on a
petition letter to Pres. Marcos signed by over 400-Higa-
onons of barangay, Malibud, Gingoog City, Misamis
Oriental. Added to this source are documented accounts
prepared by the Apostolate on Tribal Filipinos of the
Archdiocese of Cagayan de Oro — ED)

MAYOR PIMENTEL. . . from page 1

1. Pimentel and his Sang-
guniang Panlungsod may have
assessod that the success of
the projects will be credited

to his predecessor under
whose administration the pro-
Jocts were started.

2. Pimentel and his coun-
cll would like the SIR pro-

Jects to fail. The mayor has
consistently offered protec-
tion to new squatters who
“by Presidential directive
must be evicted and penalized
by the cty government. If the
projects fail, it will strengthen
his political hold on all squat-
ter families including those
now within the project
areas.”

3. By discrediting the pro-
gram, the mayor undermines
the effectiveness of the Pro-
ject Office and consegeuntly
the credibility of the senior
staff ot the Project Office.

4. The mayor has exerted
pressure on NHA und Project
Office to accommodate new
squatters in the project. NHA
resisted this pressure. The ma-
yor has denied assistance to
the Project Office in evicting
from the project areas such
new squatter families despite
Presidential issuances which
hold local governments di-
rectly responsible for the con-
trol of squatting per se.

The Tobias memorandum,

ASSEMBLYMAN...
from page 1

cial in connection with the
transaction that would lead
to the construction of a sub-
division for employees of the
Palace, according to records
shown to WE Forum by
sources. (WE Forum, Feb.
28-March 6, 1981),

The subdivision would be
constructed on 156 hectares
of residential and industrial
lands in Quezon City, Caloo-
can City and Marikina, Metro-
Manila.

These lands were allocated
by President Marcos to the
employees. However, the
titles of the lands have been
transferred to the name of

the real estate company
under still mysterious cir-
cumstances.

The money for the cons-
truction of the subdivision
would be borrowed from
abroad by the employees'
association, the  Malaca-
nang Homowners Associa-
tion. President Marcos alrea-
dy has directed the Central
Bank an the Philippine Na-
tional Bank to guarantee the
loans.

(or P3,374,400,000 at P7.60
to $1 as of late February),
would be turned over in full
to the real estate company,
according to a contract signed
between the company and

the employees' association. |

The contract, however,
does not provide that the
$444 would be returned to
the real estate company.

The contract provides that
the housing units in the sub-
division, when completed,
would be sold to the emplo-
yees by the real estate firm.

The whole deal appears like
it would end up with the real
estate company owning the
lands, as it already has them
in its name, the $444 million
and the subdivision,

Since the government gua-
ranteed the loan, it would
end up paying for it.

The money, $444 million

required by Presidential As-
sistant Joaquin Venus, Jr.,
was forwarded to the legal
counsel of the MLGCD who,
in tumn, informed the mayor
of the move against him.

In his wire to the MLGCD
counsel, Delfin Samson, Pi-
mentel countercharged that:

1. Continuation of the
projects would be at a great
sacrifice to vital services in
the city.

(As originally negotiated
with the city government of
Cagayan de Oro City in 1977,
the Urban IT SIR program in
that city was estimated to
cost P104 million of which
about P14 million was to be
shouldered by the city. For
the projects, the national gov-
ernment has entered into a
loan agreement with the
World Bank.)

2. The NHA asked Pimen-
tel to be the project action
chairman without his asking.

3. Tobias' allegation that
Pimentel was abetting squat-
ting at the SIR areas “is no-
thing but a political pioy ap-
prently prompted hy nur po-
litical opponents whe find
Tobias a convenient ‘nol o
stir up Presidential irs against
us considering that our criti-
cal views as Opposition elect-
ive officials are well known.”

4. The squatters in the pro-
jects area have long been there

“before | became mayor and
are merely seeking dialogue
with NHA officials to beg re-
location site which Tobias'
own regulations require be-
fore eviction but to no avail.”’

5. Tobias apparently want-
ed to use strong arm tactics
to evict people from SIR

area ‘‘regardless of social
costs.”
Pimentel said that *“if

there is anyone who should
be investigated, suspended
and eventually discharged
from office, it should be To-
bias.”

He said Tobias was “bla-
tantly attempting to use his
vaunted connection with the
President to remove duly
elected officials of the city on
trumped up and imaginary
charges.”

Pimentel also wanted all
SIR contracts investigated
“for ignoring local priorities,
unwarranted extravagance
and other informities.”

3rd FM . ..
from page 1

DE GALA

3. Re-establish the House
of Representatives and the
Senate.

4. Make the elected vice
president as the automatic Se-
nate president.

De Gala said he would
do all these in only six
months because he would not
sit as president for more than
that period. His government,
he said, “will expire the 31
day of December, 1981.
(noon.)."




(KURO-KURO

Hanggang
sa hukay

Sa sinundang kolum, dalawang panuka-
lang amendments sa ating Saligang Batas
ang aking binatikos:—

1. Ang pagtatakda ng “minimum age”
ng presidente sa 50 taon; at

2. Ang paghahalal “by region”, embes na
“by district”, ng mga myembro ng regular
Batasang Pambansa,

Ngayo'y ilalahad ko ang aking mga puna
at tutol sa iba pang mga proposed amend-
ments,

Tutol ako sa labis na kapangyarihang ibi-
bigay sa presidente. Kapag napagtibay ang
proposed amendments, ang mga kapangya-
rihan ng presidente ay magiging katumbas
din ng diktador; at ang Batasang Pambansa,
ang Prime Minister, at ang Cabinet ay magi-
ging tautauhan lamang niya.

Nasa presidente pa rin ang mga kapangya-
rhang dulot ng 1976 Amendments. Sama-
katuwid, ang mahahalal na presidente ay ma-
giging “one-man legislature” pa rin. Batay
sa Amendment No. 6, makapagpapatibay
siya ng batas kailanma't sabihin niyang, sa
kanyang “judgment”’, may emerhensya o pa-
nganib na magkaroon niyan. . . o ang Bata-
sang Pambansa ay hindi tumutupad nang
sapat sa tungkulin.

Nasa kanya din ang mga kapangyarihang
dulot ng PD 1737 (Public Order Act). . . ka-
bilang ang kapangyarihang mag-utos ng “pre-
ventive detention” at magpasara ng mga per-
yodiko at iba pang mass media.

Ang mga kapangyarihang iyar 2y hindi
ibinigay ng 1935 Constitution sa presiden-
te. Kaya't hindi totoo ang pahayag ng KBL
na ang kapangyarihan daw na ibibigay sa pre-
sidente sa pamamagitan ng proposed amend-
ments ay hindi hihigit sa 1935 Constitution.

Samantalang daragdagan nang malaki ang
kapangyarihan ng presidente, babawasan
naman ang kapangyarihan at katatagan ng
lehislatura o Batasan. Dahil diyan, hindi iiral
ang ‘“check and balance”, sapagkat ang
Batasan ay magiging kapos-na-kapos ng lakas
at katatagan upang sansalain ang ano mang
abuso ng pangulo,

Kung napagtibay at umiral ang proposed
amendments, ang Batasan ay mistulang
hawak ng presidente sa leeg.

Mapapasa-kamay ng presidente ang ka-
pangyarihang gumunaw (dissolve) sa Bata-
san at tumawag ng panibagong eleksyon;
ngunit, ang tanging magkakandidato at haha-
rap sa nasabing eleksyon ay ang mga myem-
bro ng Batasan. . . hindi ang presidente. Ang
presidente ay patuloy sa kanyang puwesto.

Dahil diyan, ang presidente ay parang
may hawak na punyal na laging naka-akma
@ dibdib ng Batasan. Matatakot sa kanya
ang Batasan, Kaya't paano siyang masasansa-
la nito? Paanong iiral ang “check and ba-
lance™? Sino ang pe-preno sa presidente?

Ang Batasan, segun sa proposed amend-
ments, ay ni walang kapangyarihang pumili
ng Prime Minister. Ang tanging maihahalal
ng Batasan ay ang “nominee’ ng presidente,

At, isa lang ang nasabing “nominee”. Ni
hindi man lang ginawang “nominees” (plu-
ral) — tatlong (3) nominees, halimbawa —
upang may mapagpilian naman ang Batasan,
Hindi. Isa lang. Take it or leave it.

Kapag tinanggihan ng Batasan ang nasa-
bing “nominee”, ang tanging mangyayarl ay
maghaharap ng isa na namang “nominee”
Cﬂs presidente,

Ni FRANCISCO ‘Soc’ RODRIGO

Pangit ang katayuan ng Batasan. Ang ka-
tulad ay batang munting kung bigyan ng
kendi ay paisa-isa lang.

Ang presidente ang tanging may ganap na
kapangyarihang mag-alis sa Prime Minister.
Ang tangi niyang kailangang gawin ay mag-
padal2 ng panibagong *‘nominee” sa Batasan.
Minsan ma-submit iyan sa Batasan, kaltas na
sa puwesto ang Prime Minister.

Sa kabilang dako, ang Batasan ay walang
sapat na kapangyarihan upang alisin ang
Prime Minister., Ang tanging magagawa ng
Batasan ay bumoto ng “no confidence” la-
ban sa Prime Minister; ngunit, kapag ginawa
niya, maaaring balikan sila ng presidente sa
pamamagitan ng pag-gunaw sa Batasan at pag-:
tawag ng bagong eleksyon. Mamimiligrong 1
maalis sa puwesto ang mga congressman,
sapagkat baka matalo sila sa eleksyon, Pero,
hindi ang presidente. Patuloy ang ligaya niya.

Kaya’t paanong mahihintay na magkaro-
on ng “no confidence vote” laban sa Prime
Minister? Hindi ibabangga ng mga myembro
ng Batasan ang kanilang ulo sa bato.

Dahil diyan, bale wala ang umano'y ka-
pangyarihan ng Batasang magpatibay ng “no
confidence vote”. Samakatuwid, walang ma-
gagamit na “‘check” o preno ang Batasan la-
ban sa abuso ng presidente at ng prime mi-
nister.

May isa pang proposed amendment sa
lubhang katuwa rin. Ito ang amendment
tungkol sa pagtatatag ng “‘Executive Com-
mittee” na siyang hahalili sa presidente,sa-
kaling ito ay mamatay, maging incapaciated,
etc.

Ang presidente ang magnonombra sa la-
hat ng mga myembro ng nasabing “Execu-
tive Committee”. Ang chairman ay ang
Prime Minister, na “nominee’’ ng presidente.
Ang mga myembro, na hindi hihigit sa la-
bing-apat (14), ay pawang ang presidente ang
magnonombra. At, ang sino man sa kanila ay
makakaltas ng presidente sa puwesto, kailan-
ma't naisin nito.

Sa madaling sabi, ang *‘successor” o taga-
halili sa presidente ay isang komiteng ang
mga myembro ay pinili at hinirang ng presi-
dente mismo.

Lubhang katuwa at pambihira ang gan-
yang katayuan. Ang dapat pumili at humi-
rang sa “successor” ng presidente ay ang ba-
yan o mga kinatawan ng bayan. . . hindi ang
presidente na rin.

Halimbawa, ang karaniwang ‘“‘successor”
ng presidente ay ang bise-presidente. Ang
bise-presidente ay halal ng bayan.

Sa iba namang mga bansa, tulad ng South
Korea, ang “‘successor” ng presidente ay ang
prime minister. Ang prime minister doon ay
halal ng parliament; at ang naghirang ng par-
liament doon sa prime minister ay hindi
limitado sa “nominee” lang ng presidente.

Sa Pilipinas lang unang masasaksihan ma-
rahil ang pangit na katayuang ang pipili sa
magiging “successor’'ng presidente, sakaling
may mangyari sa kanya, ay hindi ang bayan;
ni hindi ang Batasan. . . kundi ang Presidente
mismo,

Ito’y hindi lang diktadura habang buhay,
kundi diltadura hanggang sa kabila pa ng
hukay!

Pope in Iloilo

By Fr. DEXTER IRISARI

Pope John Paul I1 has left Tloilo — but we still do feel his

presence,

He said he has come to lloilo to tell us of his love for usin

Christ Jesus.

In a special way, he addressed our lay people thus: “And
this is why I have come: to speak to you about your Christian
dignity — what it means to belong to Christ, about the respon-
sibility of your mission and about the urgency of the task that

Christ has entrusted to you.”

True, we have been hurt by the irresponsible and biased
statement of a certain columnist whoberated and belittled our

’

v

A v

Photo sent by author shows llongos in an orderly fashion to
greet Pope John Paul II during his visit to Hoilo City.

collective and honest efforts to welcome the Pope.

Following Pope John Paul II, we have expected from that
columnist *‘a professionalism that is demanded by the respect
to which the readers are entitled, a professionalism which ad-
mits of nothing carelessly prepared.”

We have never said that our preparations for and reception
of Pope John Paul I are the best. We, Tlongos, are not pom-
pous. We did understand we were preparing for a pastoral visit,
not a state visit. We did understand we were welcoming the

Pope, not anyone else.

And so, millions of our people lined the streets, prayed the
rosaries, lit the candles, sang religious hymns, kept vigils in
churches, heard masses, went with dawn processions — out-
pouring all our open hearts and open minds for Pope John

Paul II.

Still and all, we can forgive. As Pope John Paul II told us in
his address: “This is your dignity and your strength: to remain
united with Christ, sharing his salvific mission, promoting his
cause, building up his kingdom of truth and life, holiness and

grace, justice, love and peace.”
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DEAR EDITOR

This is in connection with
the letter of Atty. Rafael G.

cluded in the KBL caucus?

The Opposition is aware of

-/

Suntay. (Feb. 14-20, 1981, of
WE Forum). He viewed that
the Opposition’s not fielding
its candidate for presidency in

the shrewd maneuver of poli-
tical events by the Adminis-
trator. Every move of Presi-
dent Marcos is sure to exalt

this coming election is “4 de-

featist atttude™.

| observed and ana-
lyzed, the Opposition’s move
is just the right thing to do.
There is no ‘“defeatist atti-
tude” in it. Instead, there is

As

wisdom which

to realize. Readers of “The
Prince” of Machiavelle, who
correlate their political princi-
ples with the turn of events
since 1972, will agree that the
Opposition is right.

The present

up is tuned to serve “The
New Society” as outlined by
the President and will not
to build/support “A
Just Society” as envisioned
by the Opposition. Addition-
ally, the Opposition can not
expect any faimess from the
COMELEC. As Mr. Francisco

serve

“Soc” Rodrigo
the COMELEC

others failed

issue.

political set-

today.

More Power to You!
asks, why is
Chairman in-

Sabena
pollutes
farm

NEW BATAAN, Davao
del Norte — Sabena Mining
Corporation has been
found guilty of causing
environmental  pollution
and siltation of farm-
lands near its mining and
milling plant site in ba-
rangay Camalanga, here.

The Pollu-
tion Control Commi-
sion (NPCC), through
Commissioner Guiller-
mo A. Pecache, or-
dered the Corporation
to pay the government
a penalty of P1,000
per day for every mil-
ling operation from Dec.
4, 1979 to May 31, 1980.

It also directed the
mining firm to immediate-
ly improve its waste dis-
posal system such as pro-
perly maintaining its tail-
ings disposal and silting
ponds.

The suit against the
mining firm was filed by
the National [rrigation
Administration (NIA) and
some 2,000 rice farmers
for violation of PD 984
and its implementing rules
and regulations.

The complainants said
Sabena Mining has pollu-
ted and silted the NIA
irrigation system and pol-
luted about 3,000 hectares
of cultivated ricelands in
New Bataan and neighbor-
ing towns.

The NPCC found that
the mining firm excessive-
ly dumped its delineated
limit, thus causing pollu-
tion in the environment
and silting the government
irrigation system.

This finding was con-
firmed by waste-water
sampling test showing the
presence of heavy metals.
(RJF)

National

himself, to the detriment of
the Opposition and its aspira-
tions for the people. There-
fore, it is not timely for the
Opposition to participate in
this coming election. Any
paticipation seems to be a po-
litical suicide,
(Sgd.) Menrado D. Martinez
Free Telephone Workers
Escolta, Metro Manila

Order from Tacloban

After reading your Publisher's Notes column in the
February 7-13, 1981 issue of WE Forum, I was en-
couraged to get my typewriter and write you.

Out here in Imelda Country, 1 feel that someone
should start lighting candles in the midst of what you
say “face-lifting of Martial-Law"™ darkness.

As such, please book me for ONE HUNDRED CO-
PIES of WE Forum — as my first order of the next

Even though I still have a case filed against me for
“Inciting to Rebellion” because of my alleged distri-
bution of Former President D, Macapagal’'s handbills
“Election or Chaos" — which case is now currently being
tried in the CFI Branch II of the Leyte Courts, I think
that somebody, yes SOMEBODY
cudgels to let people know the real issues in the country

should take up the

And what better method of disseminating informa-
tion than the distribution of WE Forum?

TENTE U. QUINTERO
Tacloban City
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