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SABI NI ‘BIR’ - ANG HIRAP
I believe in democracy th t I Ang hlr"ap ay hindi
ag the continuing revolu- e na Ioa kalnkaiar: v e
tion. that any other revo. : Mayroong kadahilanap ang
lution is unjustified if it kahirapan —
cannot meet the democra- Mayr:;on. ::‘l.lkln mo;
i 3 ‘- : nap
il i ey b % L3 Tugisin mo at gawin ang
Pres, Marcos, Today's . dapat.
gwﬁ;‘ﬁm: Sl leh hrssedtns Of frEB BXDreSSIDn ZONA A, SANTOS
' Caloocan City
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four years old.

‘WE’ is 4 years old

With this issue,

WE-Forum turns

Apart from the fact that it has been
tolerated to exist under a restrictive at.
mosphere of the martial law regime, there
i3 really nothing else to celebrate.

WE Forum remains a solitary, if not

(Page 4. please)

- - L

file protest against
martial law. regime

- - -

- - .

(The following article was

RP credit rating low, study bares

=1

AH, SUMMER—Notwithstanding the warning of Human

Settlement;

Minister Imelda Romualdez-Marcog that the Manila Bay is unsafe 'for bathing
due to pollution. many. like Iy photo taken recently, continue to cool off in its

waters.

‘WE’ answers cry for RP
press freedom, study says

Two Maryknoll stud-
ents have conducted a
study on WE Forum and
concluded that it has
reached a popularity
“unprecedented (in)
heights In answer to the

REJOINDER

cry for press autonomy
and freedom."”

The study formed the
thesis of Misses Jullet M.
Mendoza and Ma_ Dolores
A. Rafioa for a Bachelor
of Arts In Communica-

TO LEGASPI

The truth, Sir

CONOLUSION

By DANNY M. GONZALES

Legaspl can always
say thet politics 1s addi-
tlon. But it is intriguing
»t0 note why all of a sud-
den politics was no long-
er addition for him when
his group was asked to

submit to arbitration to
unite the opposition.
Perhaps, the addition he
had in mind this time

was something else.
Legaspl sees Rama as
(Page 7. please)

At a glance ® At a glance

* FM IS FEATURED

IN ‘'HUSTLER' MAG

. P4

tions Arts. It is entitled
“Readers' Response to WE

Forum, a Newspaper
Weekly under Martial
Law.”

The researchers liken-
ed WE Forum to such
classics as the Fili, Noli,
La Solidaridad and Ka-
layaan which existed in
social protest to powers-
that-be during the Spa-
nish regime,

“As can be gleaned
from this study,’ Misses
Mendoza and Rafioa sald,

(Page 7. please)

Analysis

contributed by a WE reader
whe wants to remailn ano.
unymous.—ED)

How creditworthy is the
New Society?

One test the New Socie.
ty apparently falled is the
¢reditworthiness rating of
vountries conducted by
1the Interpatinonal Investor
(1), a U.S, monthly inter-
national finance publica.
tivn.

The IT mailed a questio-
naire to international
bankers at the end of 1979.
"'he bankers were to grade
the creditworthiness of the
given countrieg in the first
iwo weeks of January 1980
on a scale of zero to 10
flater translated to zero
to 100). “with zero repre.

(Page 8. please)

Another
priest
detained

Following the release
of Fr. Ed de la Torre on
April 18, one priest still
remains detalned at
Camp Bagong Diwa In
Theutan, Taguigz, Rizal,

He is ¥Fr. Jeremias
(Jerry) Aquino; married,
with two little children,
of the Philippine Inde-
pendent Church.

He was arrested, along
with three other persons,
including two women, in
Bontoc on April 1,1979,
on charges of illegal pos-
session of explosives and

(Page 7. please)
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of polls

By JOVITO R. SALONGA

*This series of articles Is an edited version of
the author’s lecture before the United Church Men
of Ellinwood (Manila) last month.—ED

CONCLUSION

I suppose there are
only three options open
to us:

1, To walk away, like

the priest and the Levite
in the parable of the
Good Samaritan, who

(Page 2, please)

Concerned women in Metro Manila, among them,
retired Justice Cecilia Munoz-Palma and Ms. Nini
Quezon-Avanceiia, daughter of the late President
Quezon, have risen up to oppose martial law and
call for the full restoration of civil liberties and hu-
man rights in the country.

Through the Concerned
Women of Metro Manila,
organized a couple of
years ago, the women
leaders have drawn up
& series of demands for
submission to President
Marcos.

The group’s move was
made known by Justice
Palma during a forum
dialogue sponsored by
the organization last
April 13 at the Club Fili-
pino in San Juan, Metro
Manila.

The forum discussed a
number of topics, includ-
ing President Marcos’ ex-
ercise of legislative po-
wers and the freedom of
the press.

Dr. Irene Cortes, dean
of the University of the
Philippines’ College of
Law, said that the Pres-
ident had extensively
exercised legislative po-
wers upon the impnsition of
martial law, He has been
continuing to do this, Dr.

(Page 2. please)

No awalid for FL

First Lady and Human
Scttlements Ministe, Imel-
da Romusldez.Mareos
won’t be receiving the
Black Cat award of the

MRS, MARCOS

Presg Club of San Frun-
cisco (US.A). afte, all
She will be just simply
invited by the prestigions
American press as.ocia.
tion as ‘“Newsmaker Press
Forum guest
(Page 5, please)

Oppose
American
take over

Eight Americang have
arrived I, the country pre-
sumably to veplace Filipi.
no executives of a large
multinational company
engaged in the manufac-
wure and export/import of

crugs.
Sourceg sald the wunion
leaders of the company

(Page B. please)

Census needs help

The Natlonal Census and Statistics Office
has called for cooperation of the people in
to begin May 1.

NCSO Director Tito A. Mijares sald the
people should be honest in their answers par-
tcularly on the aspects on dwelling units,
drinking facilitles, electric connections and
ownership of appliances, especially television

this vear's census

sets and radios.

Data to be gathered here, according to
Mijares, will be vital to planning for the eco-
nomic wellbeing of the country,

The census will take three weeks. A
budget of P16 million has been approved for
the undertaking. But the NCSO is asking for
an additional P18 million,

(Page 8. please)
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What's

US STUDY

store

for teenage parents?

What does the future
hold for people who mar-
ry and beget children
while still in their teens?

Compared with their
contemporaries, they
tend to have lower edu-
cational attainment, less
prestigious and dead-
end jobs, lower income,
more job dissatisfaction,
and less stable mar-
riages.

This is the major con-
clusion of Project Talent,
a nation.wide American
study which docuniented
the short-term and long-
term impact of adoles-
cent childbearing on the
parents’ future educa-
tional, occupational, ma-
rital and chidbearing
lives. This finding could
apply as well to Fillpino
youth who marry very
early.

Headed by Dr, Josefi-
na J. Card of the Amer-
fcan Institutes for Re-
search (AIR) and Lau-
ress L. Wise, Project Ta-
lent director, the study
covered 375,000 male and
female students chosen
at. random from 1,225
senlor and junior high
schools throughout the
United States. Three fol-
low-up studies were con-
ducted one, five, and 11
years after the particl.
pating students’ expected
date of graduation from
high school.

A big number of teen-
age mothers never got to
finish high school at all.
Many failed to complete

high school at or before
the age of 18, Only one
out of five of those who
had a child before age
18, and three out of four
of those who had theirs
at age 18 or 19, recelved
their diplomas at this
age. In contrast, nine out
of ten of those who had
no children in their teen-
age years finished high
school.

The study also reveal-
ed that the youngest teen-
age fathers were unlike-
ly to go back to school
and get their diplomas if
they had not done so by
age 19,

Having children as ear-
ly as ages 20-24 made it
unlikely, especially for
women, to finish college
before age 30. The edu-
cational record of wo-
men who became mo-
thers while in their teens
was even more dismal:
almost none of them
completed college. In
contrast, at least one out
of five women who did
not have children by age
24 earned a college de-
gree.

The responsibilities of
parenthood led to employ-
ment for teenage fathers
at an early age. Because
of their low educational
attainment, however,
they ended up in blue-col-
lar jobs.

Teenage mothers had
even dimmer prospects
on the labor scene: after
giving birth, they tended
to drop out of school to
take care of the children.

As a result, they found
it hard to get good jobs
and earn a steady In-
come. If ever they did
find employment, the
responsibility of looking
ulter the children
forced them to resign,
eventually, from their
jobs. Thus, at five and
11 years after high
school, thelir income was
found to be much lower
than that of their class-
mates.

For adolescent mo-
thers, too, well-paying
jobs were hard to come
by, leaving them dissa-
tisfled with the kind of
jobs they found them-
selves in. About 25 per
cent of them, in fact,
were in the lowest-level
category of ‘“laborers,”
working as domestic ser-
vants or nurses’ aides.

The study" also noted
more cases of separation
or divorce in teenage
marriages than in later
marriages. It was found
that at five and 11 years
after high school, teen-
age parents had been
marriaed a greater num-
ber of times than their
classmates. The re-
searchers attributed this
finding to the greater
number of years that the
younger parents were
exposed to the marriage.
This high exposure to
marriage raised the
chances of its disruption.

As expected, adoles-
cent parents had more
children than their class-
mates at both five and
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11 years after high
school, Couples who had
children between ages
15 and 19 had 2.1 child-
ren, on the average, at
the time of the five-year
follow-up. Their contem-
poraries who began hav-
ing children between
ages 20 and 24 averaged
about the same number
of children (2.2) — but
this was 11 years after
high school. The finding
was expected: earlier
studies had pointed to a
strong association be-
tween early childbearing
and high fertility.

The Project Talent stu
dy concluded that teen-
age parenthood had long-
lasting negative reper-
cussions that could stunt
the personal and profes-
sional lives of teenage
couples. — PCF Media
Service

——000——

METRO MTA.. .
(from page 1)

Cortes sald, even after
the constitution of the
Interim Batasang Pam-
bansa.

Dr. Salvador P. Lopez,
another forum speaker,
sald he favored the full
restoration of all human
rights, most important
of which is the freedom
of the press.

He reiterated the state-
ment of Gen. Carlos P.
Romulo before the Unit-
ed Nations In 1947 c<aying
that ‘freedom of the
press is the touchstone of
all freedom and rights
the preservatiop of which
the United Nations is de-
dicated.”

Francisco 8. Tatad,
former Minister of Pub-
lic Information and now
assemblyman, called fo~
an amendment of the
Constitution to remove a
provision that perpe-
tuates executive legisla-
fion even after the lift-
fng of martial law. (See
WE, April 19-25, 1980)

Justice Palma sald the
Concerned Women of Me-
tro Manila will ask the
President to Implement
the following:

1. The immediate Uft-
ing of martial law and all
its effects. This wil
mean full restoration of
all the rights guaranteed
under the Bill of Rights
of the Conslitution.
Among these is the pri-
vilege of the writ of ha-
beas corpus, and the re-
turn to eivil courts of ex-
clusive jurisdiction over
all offenses committed
by civilians.

2. Release from milita-
ry camps or places of
detention of . all political
detainees and other civi-
lians arrested by means
of an ASSO, without pre-
judice to filing the pro-
per charges with the ci-
vil courts should evid-
ence so warrant. The de-
tainees include Senator
Benlgno Aquino, Jr. who
may be placed under
house arrest pending fi-
nal resolution of the
cases filed against him.

Orderly transition
from presidential to par-
llamentary form of gov

A Project of the Phillppine Council for Print Media

From the provinces

QUEZON—

Alcala vs. Santos

Some 62,000 more voters were counted for the
governorship of Quezon than those with answer for
the plebiscite in the same province last Jan. 30 elec-

tions.

On this basis, Anacleto C. Alcala was declared
the winner, according to the ‘‘losing’ candidate,

Oscar (Oca) F. Santos.

santos was commenting on a newspaper state-
ment (not in WE Forum) made by Alcala, asking
Santos to accept the people’s mandate.

Alcala said he won over Santos by 51,000 votes
by garnering 219,311 votes against 167,964 for San-

tos.

Santos, however, pointed out that the provincial
election officer, Manuel Conti, had issued a certifi-
cation to the effect that only 325,212 wvoted ip the on,

tire Quezop provinee,

This was shown, according to Santos, by the
plebiscite votes: 147,056 for Yes, 55,109 for No, and

123,047 for Abstenslon.

Total: 325,212.

—000——

ANALYSIS. ..
saw a half-dying, half-
naked man bleeding on
the road.

We could
these ugly, unpleasant
aspects of life in the
New Society do not con-
cern us; we should be
more concerned about
the things of the spirit
— we should be In
Church every Sunday,
offer our prayers, listen
to the eloquent sermons
then go home, eat a
sumptuous lunch, take a
slesta, go out for dinner
and enjoy the champlon-
ship match of Toyota vs.
Crispa.

2. We could

say that

involve

(from page 1)
ourselves in the vital
flow of events and make
hay while the sun shines,
even if we have to be
part of the entire system
of fraud, violence; and
exploitation. Our concern
is our family, and as long
as we do not get directly
hurt, why not wallow in
the mire of the status
quo?

3. We could involve
ourselves but should be-
come a redeeming in-
fluence by seeking the
truth and bringing the
fullweight of the Gospel
message of justice and
love upon a soclety in

(Page 8, please)

ernment. This may be
accomplished by:

(a) Implementing Sec.
2 Art. VIII of the 1973
Constitution and appor-
tioning membership In
the National Assembly
as may be needed.

(b) Calllng for the
electlon of the first regu-
lar National Assembly on
the second Monday of
May, 1981,

(¢) Revising the Elec-
tion Code of 1978 so as to
ensure free, honest and
orderly, elections. including
the repeal of blnckvoling
snd othey measures which
are being avalled of for
purposes of diserimina-
tion, harrassment and
oppression of opposition
parties, groups, op indl
viduals.

The main function of
the Interim Batasang
Pambansa is to provide
for an orderly transition
from presidential to par-
liamentary system of
government as stated in
Sec. 5 of the Transitory
Provisions. There is no
Constititutional basis for
giving to the Interim Ba-
tasang Pambansa a te-
gure of six years

4! Conversion of the In-
terim Batasang Pamban-
sa into a constituent bo-

dy to propose and submit
to the people for ratifica-
tlon a revision of the
Constitution initially on
these particular points
(other reforms may
come later).

(d) Elimination of See-
tlons 9 and 10 of the
Transitory Provisions.

Sec. 9 undemines the
security of tenure of
men and women in the
civil service, permitting
thelr dismissal or sepa-
ration without just cause
and due process.

Sec. 10 is a blow to a
free and Independent
judiciary in this coun-
try because judge and
justices may be dismiss-
ed by the President at
his pleasure. This provi-
sion is being applied by
the President even fo ap-
pointees under martial
law.

(b) Elimination or re-
moval of the 1976 Consti-
tutional Amendments 5,
which grants to the In-
cumbent President legis-
lative powers during
martial law, and Amend-
ment 6, which grants le-
gislative powers to the
President (Prime Minis-
ter) even after martial
law shall have been lift-

ed.




‘Liquor ban’ in school |

area stays -- Bagatsing

MANILA — The *‘liquor
Lan’ on restaurants and
Leerhouses locateqg within
200 mewrs oI educational
institctions and piaces ol
worsilp In uus cily wil
.‘.-L&y.

Lils warnilig was soun.
ded by Mayor Ramen D
ugalsing o represenla
uvea ol ithe Manua Res.
wurant and Beer Garden
Associalion who had Lued
¢ petilion for the amend
ment ol Ordinunce No.
4532 prohibiting the sale o1
intoxicating duiniss widn
the prohibitedl zones.

The Westery Police Dis.
wrict (WED) nad recom-
mended the closure of all
cating places dispensing
intoxicating drinks and
keerhouses loceled near
schools as a deterrent 1o
crime.

Represented by their
counsel Manuel Clamente,
the restaurant group ap.
pealed to Mayor Dagatsing
to “relax” the govern-
ment’s enforcement of the
linuor ban during the
summe, months but  the
mayor immediately turned

Caloocan

it down, saying “We can.
not compromise public in-
terest.”

“For as long asg there is
that law we have to en.
force it without fear or
favor,” Bagatsing sireszed
“On the other hand we are
bere to listen to your pro.
blem regarding the econo.
mic effects of the enforce-
nmient of the ban.”

The mayor told restau.
rant owners to submit in
writing their petition and
list down thelp rationale
for the liliing of the ban,
c¢ne of which is thair claim
that the sale of beer has
potling to do with the rise
in criminality within the
University Belt area.

The owners claimmed that
{lfe immediate cause of
¢riminality and lawless-
ness in the area can be
traced to fraternity rival
ries. ganu wars and druig
acldiction.

The petitioners  also
ciaimed that the liquor ban
hag adversely affected
tneir business, saying that
it has resulted in poor
sule.

Creates

price monitor bedy

CALOOCAN CITY—The
tirst  price moenitoring
commitlee in Metro Mani.
la, organized pursuant Lo
I’D No. 1674 and MMC Cir-
cular No. 6, has been pul
up in Caloocan by Mayor
Macario {Boy) Asistio, Jr.

The mayor said the city
commiltlee has the job of
implementing a price in-
formatio, and monitoring
program throvghout the ei.
ty and submitting reports
to the Metro Manila Com-
mission, particularly on the
prices of prime commodi.
Lies.

Through regular disse:
mination of information
on the controlled prices of
basic commoditics to the
people and constant moni-
toring of prices in markoets,
gtores and othey business
establishments, It Is ex.
pected that priees of basic
commoditics will be kept
within the limits sot by
law,

The committee as
ganized by the mayor, is
headed by Domingo Batoc-

Thursday
Club sets

up police
foundation

QUEZON CITY — The
Thursday Club of Quezon
City hag decided to estab.
lish a foundation which
will set up and adminis-
ter a permanent fund
from which monetary be.
nefits will be given to fa:
milies of policemen killed
In line of duty.

The club took the move
&t 1ts meeting last week
upon the suggestlon of

(Page 7, please)

or.

Mayor ASISTIO JR.

tuy, chief of the miscella.
ncous affairs division, of-
fice of the mayor. Mem.
bers are Cily Develop-
ment Officer Crispulo San
Gabriel, Dante Cabungeal
of the barangay secreta.
riat, Carclp Suntos of the
Cily treasurer's offico,
Teofilo Pascual of the M-
cense division, and Sgt
Manuel Mantuano of tha
Caloocan police slation.

In the same execntlve
ordar, Asistio, Jr, also
created a barapgay price
monitoring corrniifiec in
each ol the 188 Barangays.
Clrairman is the barangay
captain with one member
eacn from ‘he Ladies Aux,
ibary Brigade, Tanod Bri-
gade ard lhe coas'imers’
pgroup as members,

Aside from conducting
the pric infrrruation and
monitoring campaign, the
barangay committee 1is
empowerod to rafer com.
plaints of priee violations
to the barangay court on
lupon tagapayapa, The
commities Is also called
upoy to report any govern-
ment officinl or emplovee
who, by neglect or conni.
vance, aids or abets the
violation of the price con-
irol law

' spproved by

METRO
MANILA g
NEWS &

PNR backs out
from land deal

CALOOCAN CITY —
Unless a satisfactory ag.
reement  ls  arrived at

belween the city govern-
ment and the Philippine
National Railways, the
plan of the city to use a
portion of the PNR land
on Samson Road (Gen:
Szn Miguel St.) as the site
of four important govern.

ment buildings may not
materialize. '
The new PNR general

manager, Juan de Castro,
refuses o honor the com-
mitment made by his pre.
decessor, Col. Nicanor Ji.
rmenez, for the swapping
ol the lot with a 20.hectare
city-owned property ip the
Tola estate. De Castro
¢laims that since the swap.
ping agreement was not
the PNR
board, it is not binding to
the railways company.
The agreement was
signed on Sept. 24 1976
by thenp Mayor Alejandro
IYider; then PNR General
Manager Jimonez and Na-
fional Housing Authority
General Manager Gauden.
cio Tobias, Updep the
deal the PNR would give
to the eity twn parcels:
(1) a 1.5-hectare lot on
Samson Road; and (2) the
iriangular land between
Samson Road and Heroes
del '"96 St. where some
1,000 families have putt up
their houses The city, for

Squatters

ils part, would give to the
PNR the 20.hectare land in
‘Tala estate which has
been reserved for the city
government undey, a presi-
dential proclamation.
Under Mayors Fider and
Robles, the city planned
1o use the first parcel as
the site of the police and
fire station headquarters
ag well ag the city jail
while the tiiangular lot on
Ieroes del 96 would be
ke site of a new City, Hall,
The entry of a new PNR
head, Juan de Castro, has
entirely changed the pic
ture. According to Secre-
ry to the Mayor Arnulfo
Tamayo, De Castro refu.
srg to recognize the agree-
ment signed by then PNR
General Manager Nicanor
Jimenez, He wants. ins.
tead, to merzly, lease the
land on Samson Road to
the city goverrment at a
rental ef 50 centavos per
stjeare meter per year, the
rental to escalate to one
reso after the first year.
City Legal Officep Juan
Bafiaga, the eity govern-
ment negntiator. wae told
by the new PNR manager
that the railwavs firm
was In need of money so
it eould liquidate its accu.
rmulated obligations total-
ling P44.million For this
reason, the PNR would
only allow the city to usr

(Page 6 please)

versus

elem. school pupils

QUEZON CITY—Squat.
ters versus school pupils.

This is the dilemma
gspawned by the. situation
at the Balumbato elemen-
tary school in Balintawal
aistrict, where the land
purchased by the QC
school board for the site
of the school has becn ac.
cupied by some 400 fami-
\log squatting iy the area

The schnol teacherg and
pupils have started a cam.
paign to clear the area of
the squatters so that
schnol houses could be
built on the land. Ironl-
cally, the classes are held
in nearby rented  build.
ings which are inadequate
for the =xpanding school
population.

The squattor famllies
bowever, have resisted
the move fop their pdloca-
tlop on the claim that the
proposed schorl site s
part of WDugung FBarrio

(Page 6. please)
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operations on May

’ Kadiwa centers or stores
which will sell prime ocm-
modities to government
workers will operate in
the citieg and municipali-
ties of Metro Manila stact-
ung on May 1, as well as
in all provincial capiiais
snd cCilles 1n other parts
ul Lhe country.

A project of First Lady
wund Mewo Manila Gov.
Jmelda R. Maicos, these

cumimisaries are intended
1o assist government em.
ployees meet the increasing
cuslg of living, Prime com-
modities, such ag sugar,
rice. milk, canned goods,
pork, beef, fish, poultry
products and vegetables,
will be sold at prices much
lower than thoss obtain-
ing in the open market.

Mayors and provincial
governors will head the
coordinating committees
vhich will supervise the
establishment of the cen-
ters and direct their ope-
rations, The centers will
be set up in city and mu-
nicipal halls and In pro-
vincial capitol buildings
Sales will be on a cash
and carry basls.

These centerg or comini-
garlee  will complement
the rolling stores estab-
hshed by the Metro Mani-
la Commission last year
in combatling the spiral
ling prices of all kinds of
merchandise sparked by

adiwa centers start

|

In Metro Manila, the
rute of inflation or price
increases hag gone up by
25 percent, Priceg are still
on the upswing as the
hike in the prices of gaso.
line and other kinds of
motor fuel continue to
create a chain reaction in
the costs of all kinds of
products.

the oil crisis.

The government fight
against high prices of
commoditics went on high
geor last weck when the
Food Terminal. Inc. In
Taguig started selling ba-
sci food items at prices
some 20 percent less than
those iy commercial cen-
ters and markets. Tha sale,
however, is done in bulk—
in sacks and cartoons

Metro Manila Goy, Mar.
cos said that to enable
mora people to take ad-
vantage of the Food Ter.
minal’s unique ‘“bargain
sale”, similay food centers
will be sat up in Quezon
City and in Caloocap City.

Fly this flag,
proudly .

¥

iRIPS 2

VERY MODERATE RATES

S

FOR HIRE OR LEASE'

o s
Aoy

»EXCURSIONS =PICNICS =SIGHTSEEING ANYWHERE IN LUZON

HINO BUSES WITH RECLINING SEATS,
TWO PASSENGERS TO A SEAT.

For Reservations Call 98-89-92 (Ask for Edward or Remy)
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PULSE

EDITORIAL— !

‘WE’ is 4 years old

(from page 1)
a feeble, voice against one-man rule and for
the restoration of all freedoms for the Filipi-
no people, amid the din of “hossanahs” being
sung by the major publications and electro-
nics media, all in one big orchestrated support
for martial law, notwithstanding its faults
and misdeeds.
1 For the past three years, our “bold little
weekly” has recorded the heretofore muffled

cry of dissent of the people, voiced out their
sentiments for democratic processes, opposed
the oppression of the powers that-be and ge-
nerally served as the only “forum of free ex-
pression” of the people—from the elite op-
pogition leaders to the puny factory workers.

‘We have nothing to offer in this, our 4th
anniversary issue, except to renew our com-
mitment: To serve as an outlet for the peo:
ple’s views and feelings and to offer the truth,
whenever we can, behind the thickly-veiled
pronouncements and activities of the martial
law rulers

WE-Forum has metamorphosed, as a
Mag'yknoll cellege study has observed, into 2
national weekly newspaper opposing dicta
torship and the abuses that go with it from
its original orientation: “To serve as a me-
dium of information—honest and truthful in-
formation to the youth on matters which are
of interest to and which affect them ard to
earve as a forom for the expression of their
thoughts, yearnings and aspirations for de-
velopment.”

WE Forum feels proud now of having
followed a wider course. Having done s0, WE
hopes to be able to serve further the cause of

freedom Of course, with our readers’ conti-
nued support

THIS IS MY OWN—

And justice
for all

by JOAQUIN R. ROCES

The Prosecutor:

» Your Honor, I accuse the defendant of defalcation
And since public funds are involved

| agk that this case be resolved

By hig immediate condemnation

The Defepse Attorney:

Your Honor, the defendant admits the accusation

He took public funds amounting to a few hundred pesos
And according to the Central Bank figures on Infiaticn
Our pesos are now worth only thirty centavos

Now this argument may convince you without fail
That you really should not send thjs poor men 1o jail
Fop while to uphold the law we must always be ready
Muntinglupa Is overcrowded with small crooks already

The Prosecutor:
Precisely, Youy Honor; I must be insistent
TFur if the accused had stolen about a million pesos

‘WE i{s published weekly by the J. BURGOS ME-
PIA SERVICES, with editorial and business offices

at Annex, National Press Club Bldg., Magallanss
Drive, Intramures, Manila Tel. No. 40-08-25. Reentered
as » second class mail matter at the Manila Central
Post Office on Nov, 27, 19T8. PCPM Certificate of
Repistration No. 387

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: P24, one year; PLI
@ months,

JOSE G. BURGOS JR.
Publisher-Editar
FO BEEH AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARD
A VISION

PUBLISHER'S NOTES—

Marcos featured in ‘Hustler’
by JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

v

This issue, WE-Forum sports Volume IV, No, 1.
This meang we're off to another ycar of defying the
njm.;ﬂal lawy restrictlons on presg freedom and clvil
vights.

It also means that we face annnthe.-r';‘Ieér'(J)'gh:i.ftr'}"i;l
culties, foremost of which is how to scrounge for fundg
to keep us going. And to put things bluntly, WE-Forum
Larely survived last year, In fact, putting out every
single issue of our 52 jssves for the year 1979 was an
urdeal. Weak in and weex out, our resourceg dwindled,
Now, we're in the red.

But the physical and mental exertions were no mcre
debilitating than the anguish that accompanied every
1ssue, Where to get the news? How to present critical
stories? How much will the production go up? Where to
get our wherewithal? Will this issue be our last? These
yuestions boggled us and made our life an endless chain
of fears, anxieties and frustrations.

But let no man say we did not try. Yes, we did our
best to “‘seek and live the truth and share a vision.”
However, at a time when we feel we can no longer hold
cn. we begin to wonder: Are we alondin this struggle?
Is oup cause a lost cause?

L] » *

While President Marcos was addressing American
publishers and efitors is Honolulu last week, a US.
girlie magazine (Hustler) was being surreptitiously cir.
culated in Manila and the unusual interest generated by
it was nat really the pin-ups in their various birthday
suits, but more of the heefcake feature of the montl:
Ferdinand E. Marcos of the Philippines

‘The feature was not a pictorial (although the mug-
shot of the President was superimposed on a csrica-
ture of a certain kind of a four-legged animal) but
a one.paga critical article about Mr. Marcos and his

VIEWPOINTS—

I read a few weeks back an opinion writer who
suggested that we do away with bar examinations.
With due respect to the writer, I feel that unless we
can find a better substitute for bar examinations,
the present practice should remain. The system,
of course, can find room for improvement, being im-
perfect just as any other human agency, Never-
theless the bar examinations still stand out as the
best approximation of a law graduate’s qualifica-
tions, competence and preparedness to assume the
serious obligations of . a lawyer.

Topping the bar is not the ultimate test for a
successful law practice. I have seen quite a num-
ber of topnotchers who get lost in the rough and tum-
bie of court battles. Besides, In the bar examina-
tlons — or in any examinations for that matter —
luck also plays a factor, There may be instances
when the least prepared candidate may score bet-
ter than one who is better prepared.

I suggest that the law curricula should be re-
vised. I think there should be more hours dedi-
cated to trial technique, moot courts, and legal and
judicial ethics. Perhaps, subjects like Roman law,
and introduction to law, should be removed from
‘aw proper and transferred to the preparatory
vears, Perhaps, law graduates should also be made
to undergo trial practice apprenticeship — simlilar
to the internship of medical graduates.

» » L

I do not know the bright boys in the Ministry
of Labor who concocted the ldea of making unfalr
labor practice cases as criminal in nature. These
people, all of a sudden, want to be prosecutors with-
out realizing the adverse consequences of such move

in industry and business. You make so called |

"“ULP" cases penal and create chaos in the rela-
tlonship of labor and management. I can forsee the
proliferation of criminal cases which labor unions
will file just to harass management into giving in
to their demand. This proposal will open the flood-
gates to a more stralned relationship between labor
and management, thereby destroying industrial
peace. I can forsee a situation analogous to situa-
tlons in the fiscals' offices and even In the courts

Putting him in jail would be a new precedent
But in the case of this miserable respondent
We have to send him to jall to be consistent

The Judge:

The Law is the Law

And jugtice is for all, specially the small

»n I find the accused guilty according to my score
And ag for Muntinglupa being filled to the core
T here'll always be rocm there for one little crook more

c¢ne-man rule.

The charges levelled against Marcos in the article
were nothing new, of course, That's why a lot of red.
Llooded Filipinos preferred to fix their eyes on the
other pages which were more interesting ond enler-
taining.

L L L ]
(]

While no official announcement wag evep made by
Fresident Marcos on the issue of hig successor. it ap-
rears {rom the newsreports and photographs publislied
.ast week in all Metropolitan daily newspapers, that
lins better half is the one running the martial law govern-
ment while Marcos was in Honclulu,

How else cap ona explain the series of meetings
Mrs, Marcos had with cabinet members and her subse.
yuent instructiong for them to draw up measures on
the streamlining of bureaucr§tic procedures, hnprove-
mnent projects and widening benefits of development
projacts?

It seems obvioug that Imelda Romualdez Marcos is
the Philippines deptty prime minister—at least in the
Lewspapers.

~ * L

A spokesman ol a govermment office has bragged
that he has peen giving out checks to some nevismcn for
stories supposed to have been contributed to that of-
fice's publication, The same spckesman, howaver. volun-
tered the information that most of the articlos paid by
tam had not actually been written by the aewsmen. But
it.e newsmen. he added, accepted 1he checks with smilcs

S0, what else is new?

Substitute for bar exams
by RAUL M. GONZALEZ

where people, who went to collect money from deb-
tors, file criminal complaints for estafa in order to
coerce debtors into paying their obligations.

If these bright boys in the ministry really want
to help labor movement to grow, why don’t they con-
vince Mr. Marcos to restore the right to strike?

» * L]

Is it true that 32 top MNLF leaders have pledged
support to Mr. Marcos for the sake of national uni-
ty? This should be & welcome development. I hope
Mr. Marcos will finally fulfill his oft-repeated pro-
mise to lift martial law as soon as the Mindanao
problem is settled.

Of course, it has been our sad experience that
Malacafiang can concoct a thousand and one reasons
just to justify the continued imposition of martial
law. If it is not the Mindanao problem, it is the world
economic conditions, or the increase in oll prices, or
the trouble in Cambodia or in Iran. When one wants
to remain in power forever, it is always easy to cop-
coct a new story about the problems the nation 1s
beset in order to dupe the people into believing that
martial law has to stay. This is not a very difficult
problem for a dictatorship; after all, media is con-
trolled and public officials sing or dance to every
tune that emanates from the palace.

L4 L] L3

some students have asked me whether the beer
houses and bars close to the schools in the ‘‘univer-
sity belt”” area have already been closed as sug-
gested by the WPD Superitendent, Gen. de la Paz.

BEST FROM THE DAILIES—

’

Evenisg Exprest




NATIONALIST ALTERNATIVE-—

Characteristics of nationalism

PART XXI

by RENATO CONSTANTINO

Il an economic miracle of the kind exemplif
Brazil and South Korea is adjudged tocllae disuI:tr(:SS :ﬁ-’
the Filipino people. then an alternative must be consi.
dered. Ways must be found to mobilize the people to
work for a change in direction Within this context,
the concept of nuticnalism can provide botl the altei-
native and the motive force to achieve it.

In the Philippines, nationalism has had 1 long his-
liry. The term was assojated with the long struggle
2r pelitical independence That is why after 1946, ma-
ny mistakenly thought that the nationalist task had been
uccomplished, During the heyday of McCarthyism in
the 1950s, nationalism became a subversive word; as.
soclated ag it was with Senator Claro M. Recto who
urged that the Philippines complete its independence
Irom the United States, both politically and economi-
cally, while President Ramop Magsaysay equated pa-
triotism with pro-Americanism. President Carlos P.
Garcia's *Filipino First” polizy projected econcmic
naltionalistn in the late 1960s and was enthusiastically
s.pported by Filipino businessmen who wece beginning
to set up a modest ‘ndustrial base vnder the protection
of exchange and import cuntrols, Despite scrme natio.
nalist rhetoric, President Diosdado Macapagal disman-
tled economic controls in the early 1960s, thus demolish,
ing the initial gains of economic nationalism and set-
ting the economy firmly on a neocolonial path of de.
velopment charted by the International Monetary
Fund and the World Bank.

Although the Filipino pecpla have always sup.
ported the eoncept of nationalism, particular nationa-
list demands were projected by sectors of the midile
and upper classes tn serve their own interests. Perbaps
for thiz and other reasons, certain left sectors cought
in the early seventies Lo discard the term nationalism
as elready out of date. Today the word is again heard,
and even from the most unlikely sources. This being the
case, it is important to clarify what the basie characteris.
tics of nationalism should be for the present time For
although it can be said that nafionalism as an ideology
for Filipinos remains as valid today as in the past, if
it is used only in a narrow semse, it could even serve
& negative purpose and be a disservice to the Filipino
people.

Two Sides of the Same Coin
Nationalism as an ideology of liberation must have

Philippine Commitments gz
under RP-US Mutual

Security Arrangements

By
DR, JUAN M. ARREGLADO
Former Philippine Ambassador to the
Republic of Korea and the United
Arab Republio

the metropolitan territo-

President Marcos, in &
ries of any one of them,

statement to the press

iwo bagic characteristics: it must be mass nationalism
und it must be anti-imperialist. It is the masses who
bear the brunt of neocolonial domination, who are ccn-
c¢emned to poverty by an imperialist.dmposed economic
system, It is they who will be the biggest gainers in
any struggle to liquidate the country’s neocolonial sta-
tus At the present time, nationalism can be a weapon
of the masses in this struggle. No nationalist, anti.
‘mperialist movement can be meaningful without their
support asd more, lheir democratic participation, and
this can be gecured only if nationalism ceases to bhe
merely an ideology of (he middle classes and becomes
truly a mass-oriented and mass.based ideology Such a
nationalist movement, while it addresses itself primari.
ly to the soclal feiters to human development. They are
two sideg of the same coin, each reinforcing the other.
Nationalists must therefore occupy themselves ulti-
mately with the attainment of the twin goals of natin.
nal and social liberation bearing in mind at all times
that they are engaged in a political process that esca-
lates from stage to stage.
National Opression and Human Rights

In the duily criticisms of Philippine society, mach
hus been written and said about social Inequities, class
cdominatior: and exploitation, etc. There have beey ex.
poses about the practices of neocclonial powerg and their
transnational corporations, biit nitional oppression has
net heen considered a hasie political category This Is
due to the preponderance of imperialist influence which
projects the myth of interdependence of nations and hag
succeeded in propagating its own values in the social
sriences so that today they still employ Western orien-
fation and methodology. National oppression which
includeg all forms of neocolonial domination and the at,
tendant abuses of transnationals should become a frame
of reference against which may be measured all activi-
ties of the big powers in their relations with Third
World countries

The opposition to the present government has
largely concenirated on the human rights aspect of
msrtial law, while at the same time criticizing the

United States for her contrul over the military and
economic life of the uation. The gnvernment has often
reacted strongly to these criticismg especielly when
these are ventilated in the fereign press and when
pressure js brought to bear upon it by ottside forces.
(TO BE CONTINUED)
™
gation and recognize the
inviolability of American
diplomatic envoys. who
have been hold As hnstag-
eg in the American Em-
bassy premises in Tehran
since November 4. 1079.

Certainly, the Philip-
pines, and every Member
¢f the Community of Na-
tidng for that matter. has
a world-orde, national in-
terest in the maintenance
and enforcement of the

"

Contracting Partles op all
matters relating to the de-
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NO AWARD. ..

This was gathered last
week from a recent issue
of the Philippine Times, a
¥ilipino newspaper pub-
lished in Chicago which
headlined the ‘withdrawal”
of the press club’s offer to
grant Mrs. Marcos the
Black Cat award.

Metro Manila daily
newspapers last February
piayed vp the award of.
fered to the First Lady by

CSF president Richard
Morris when he visited
Mrs, Marcog in Malaca-
fiang.

When informed of the
award offer, other mem.
bers of the press club ob-
jected. and the Morris’ of.
fe; was reversed as con-
talned in a hnard resolu.
tion with reads in full:

(from page 1)

“Dr.., Farris moved, ge-
conded by  Treasurér
Shreve, that  President
Lauck write a front page
urficle for Weekly Scoop
(The PCSF weekly publi.
cation) clarifying the
Cub’g invitation to Mrs.
Imelda Marcos to be a
“Newsmaker Press Forum
guest.” The article will ex-
pain that no award |is
planned, as the Club's only
award are the Annual Pro.
fessional Journalism Aw-
ard and the Junior Scho.
larship Award to the win-
ners in the Northern Cali.
fornia Scholarship Cali-
fornia competitors, Clarl.
fying letters will bz sent
te Mrs. Marcos, the Phil-
ippine press and concerned
Filipinos. Motion carried.”

THIS CORNER IS RESERVED FOR THE
PUBLICATION OF QUOTATIONS, SAYINGS,
STATEMENTS, ETC. FOR “WE" SUPPORT-
ERS WHO ARE WILLING TO PAY FOR THE
SPACE. FOR DETAILS CALL US UP AT
40-08-25 OR DROP IN AT OUR EDITORIAL
OFFICE AT THE NATIONAL PRESS CLUB
ANNEX BUILDING, MAGALLANES DRIVE,
INTRAMUROS, MANILA.

published last April 11,
called attention to the pos-
sibility that if the U.S.
gets involved In a ‘war’
with Iran following the
break-up of diplomatle re
lations between them, the
Philippineg will ‘get in-
volved” too. In making
that statement, the Presl-
dent may have in mind
the existing agreemerits of
military alliance that we
have with the U.S. ag em-
bodied in RP-US Mutual
Defense Treaty and RP-
US Military Bases Agree-
ment. It is the purpose of
this article to clarify and
define tha pature and ex:
tent of Philippine commit-
ments under the afore-
meiationed mutual securi-
ty arranzements,

" First of all, it must be
noted that the relations
between the two High
Contracting Parties crea:
ted by the RP-US Mutual
Defense Treaty and the
RP-US Military Bases Ag-
reement are strictly bila-
teral in nature, and not
multilateral in any sense
whatsoever. This means
that the obligations 'as
sumed by each Party
thereunder are limited to
a specific area, that 1s, to
the common defence of

the island dterritories un-
der its jurisdiction in the
Pacific and itg armed for-
tes, public vessels, op air
craft in the Pacilic Area.
Secondly, the assump-
tion of these undertakings
does not preclude the Fhi
lippines ifrom bhaving and
maintaining pormal bilate-
ral- relations with any
other ‘lhird Power which
takes no exception to the
mutual security arrange
monts entered Into bet-
ween the Philippines and
the U.S. for common de
fence of their territories
and the maintenance of
peace Ip the Pacific Area.
Nor does it mean that the
Philippines hag idenuified
herself completely with
the global interests that
the U.S. may have in other
areas or region of the
world, to the exclusion of
the national interests of
all othen Powers
Thirdly, the ‘wartimn
utilization’ by the US eof
basq areas, facilitles and
equipment inside the ba-
ses located i the Philip
pines, Is governed at all
times by two overriding
principles of approach and
action, pamely: first, the
principle of ‘mutuall;y of
interest’ of the two High

fense of their respective
territories; and second,
the principle of ‘mutual
consultation’ with a view
to promoting their com-
mon defense and security.
The importance of the
application of these two
governing principles c¢an
be better appreciated when
we fake into account the
fact that the U.S. cannot
use these haseg and the fa-
cilitieg installed therein for
military operations, other
than those conducted in
accordance with the pur-
poses of the Bases Agrec-
nent and the RP-US Mu-
tual Defense Treaty, with-
out prior consultation with
the Philippines; mor can
they be used to Initiate
aggressive operations In
violation of the UN Char-
ter,

In the event that the
US. gets involved In a
‘war' with Iran, it is most
likely that the military
action of the US, wonld
be in the nature of an ‘In-
tervention’, rather than
waging wsr in a formal
tense, with a lUmited law:
ful objective, namely: to
compel Iran to comply

with its Interpational le.
pal duties to respect the
International right of le-

rules of the Law of Na-
tfong which are vital to
the exlistence of and the
conduct of international
intercoursg bdtween
States. In the absence of
a~ central authority for
the enforcoment of the
rules of the Law of the
Nations, the Governments
of States. and the public
opinion of the whole of el
vilized humanity, agree
and consent that the body
of rules for intarnational
conduct which is called
the Law of Nations shall,
if necessary, be enforced
by external power, in con-
tradistinetion to rules of
internativnal morality and
enurtesy, which are left to
the consideration of the
consclance of nationg,

Thus, afier having ex
hausted all appropriate
meang of peaceful nego-
tiation with the Iranian au-
thorities for the release
of tha American hosta-
ges to no avail, the United
States 1s Jjustified under
international law to resort
to ‘Intervention’ as the
cnly means left for the
epforcemont of the rules
of the Law of Natlons
which Ira, has flagrantly
violated through the sel-

(Page 6. please)

“Deathless Words”

“They are eternal words, Since they were ut-
tered. they have resounded and will resound in our
conscience like the lamentatioris of a prophet, so
that we may learn to protsct ourselves against the
cruelties of despotism, and against insatiable greed;
lust for power, and the eunning of imposture; re'
deemiing words which will always serve as the
people’s shield against al apostasies against all
deceits, against all cowardly capitulations.”

Thig is a quotation from a Speech entitlad
“Deathless Words”, b, Claro M. Recto With this
issue, we are buying some space to print these
‘“deathlesg words”, at least till funds permit.

A CONCERNED FRIEND OF WE

- L] - . - -

We would like to start with one of
Apolinario Mabini’s decalogues:

“Do not recognize in your country
the authority of any person who had not
been elected by you ‘and your country-
men; for all authority emanates from
God, and because God speaks from the
consciences of individuals, only that per-
son who represents and proclaims the in-
dividual consciences of a nation can show
true authority”.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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Republic of the Pnilippingg
OFFICE OF THE SHERIrF
Quezen Culy, Metro Manflg

RURAL BANK OF GRACE PARK, INC., i
Morigagee,
FORECLOSURE OF REAL ESTATE
MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135 AS
AMENDED'
SPS. ANTONIO A, QUINTOS, JR., and
MILBURGA L, QUINTOS,
Mortgagors.

-—Versus—

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

WHEREAS, by virtue of the Real Estate Mortgage duly
executed on Aprlj 22, 18717, by Spouseg ANTONIO A QUIN-
TOS JE, and MILBURGA L, QUINTOS, wiih residence
und postal address at No, 126 K-lst Street, Kamuning,
Quezon Ciby, In favor of RURAL BANK OF GRACE
PARK, INC, with principal office and business address at
Grace Park, Caloocan City, the former mortgaged to the
latter the following real property together with all the
bulldings and Improvements now existing or hereafter be
made thereon, more particularly described as follows, to wit:

TRANSPER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 107648
QUEZON CITY
“A parcel of land (Lot 18, Block K-15 of Dill-

man Estate Subdivision plan, Bsd-7365-A, being a

portion of Lot RP, 3—A—1 of plan Bsd-7365

G.L.R.O. Rec. No, 7681) together with the !mprove‘-

ments existing thereon and consisting of one

storey remidential house of slrong materials, with
galvanized iron roofings, known as Peopleg Home-

site Corporation Standard Model Type-A No 1,

Which hcuse bears No. 106, K-1st Streetl, situated

n the District of Diliman, Quezon City. Bounded

on the N, by K-1st Street (R-18): cn the E., by

Lot 19! Block K-15; on the S, by Lot 37, Block

K-15; and on the W, by Lot 17, Block K-15; all of

the saume subdivision plan Bsd-7365-A, Beginning

at a point marked "“1" x x x x containing an area

of ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY (1800) SQUARE

METERS, more or less. x x x x."

WHEREAS, the mortgagors executed sald Real Estate
Mortgage In favor of the mortgagee, to secure the payment
of an indebtedness in the amount of THIRTY THOUSAND
PESOS (P30,000.00) Philippine Currency:

n WHEREAS, the terms and condttions of said mortgnge
ave been violaled by the mortgagors and are now indebted
to the mortgagee in the amount of THIRTY TWO THOU.
SAND NINE HUNDRED FORTY PESOS & 06/100
1732,940.06)" Philippine Currency, including Interest nac-
crued from May 31. 1979 up tq March 15. 1980, plus the
amount of 13,270.13 as atlorney's fees, plus the'unearned
interesé commencing on the date the indebtedness shajl
have been full setisflzd, plus costs and other expenseg of
thig forcclosure and sale.

NOW THEREFORE. by virtue of the said Deed of
Real Estats Mortgage and upon verifijed petilion of tha

PHILIPPINE. ..
(from page 5)

zure of the Americau LLm-
Lassy and lorcible deten:
uon of American diplo-
malg as hostages
venlion may be under-
tuken In a vallely ol
ways ranging Lrom breuic
ing off dipluitiaue e
tions to economic sanc-
tions and to war ag the ul-
Umate fustrument for de-
fending  vioiated  legal
rights vital to the exis-
tence, and dignity of a
State. ]

At the present stage ol
the hostage crisis, how-
evel, L wouid not be in
the interest of the United
Stlates to invade lran right
away, as the Russians did
in Afghanistan, and oc-
cupy it until the Irapian
people come to their
senses and establish a
responsible government
that is cupable of fulfill-
ing its dutics and obliga-
tions under the Law of
Nations. Only if and when
the Iraniang carried out
their threatened act of
barbarity by execuling
the American hostages
should the United States
regard war with Iran as
inevitable and exact the
price that she had tn pay
in retribution for all the
international delinquencies
she had committed ip fla-
grant violation of the
1:Jeg of international law
governing the internatio-
nal conduct of civilized
States.

Inter-

Fishermen’s wharf eyed

PARANAQUE—A fish-
crmen’s wharl custing P2
million will be constructed
in May at Barangay Dun-
galo near Quirino Avenue,
Lhis municipality.

Thig was revealed ip a

PNR BACKS. ..
(from page 3)

the property under a
lease arrangement.

What has complicated
the matier is that the city
governnment had already
authorized the Integrated
National Police to cons
truct the police and [fire
station building, The first
phase nf the building.
which will cost Pl.million.
is already three-fourths
finished.

Under the city's pro.
gram, the city jail will also
be erected in the same
vompouna, At the back a
post-office will be erccled
by the Bureau of Posts to
serve as the distribution
center of mail matter for
Caloocan, Valenzuela. Ma.
labon and Navotas.

A new arrangement
between the city and the
PNR with respect to the
lot has to be decided upon
snon, otherwise, the city’s
plans to convert the area
into a government com-
pilex for the police and fire
Cepartment city. jail and
post-office will go awry.

L

TS GIVE

FREEDDM

recenl meeling amony
COCE Engr Scbastian B
Sanliago, Mayor Florencio
Bernabe and the ofticers
of the Baclaran Fisher-
tnen's Samahang Nayon
and the Rural Intormation
Council (RIC) at the Pa-
bulungan Center,

The preoject hag long
been a felt need of the
[ishermen who are mem-
hers of the Fishermen's
o»N and in ordsy to help
them, the RIC conducted
a series of dialognes bet-
ween the SN officers, the
CDCP managemcnt and
the municipal officials,

During the pulong-pu-
long, Mayor Bernabe as:
sured the SN members
that the government will
shoulder all the expenses
iy the improvement and

SQUATTERS. ..

which has been cunverted
nmLo a ZIP projecl under
’D 1315, As a ZIP project
the oceupants of the land
are to be given tle right
to purchase it from the
government, the snuatters
claim.

The squatter families
headed by Juanito (Cases
Fave suggested that the
Cily gevernment purchase
the adjoining vacant Ka-
tigbak property swned by
v certain Mrs Adela Salas
Gatlin and which could be
{ke site of the Balumbato
c¢lementary, school.

The iand involved in
the controversy was pur-
chased by the QC school
board on June 18, 1971
from J. Salvador Rodri.
pguez at a cost nf PR46,960.
It has an area of 10.587

development of the pro-
Ject site slnce the fisher-
men’s wharf will not only
benefit the residents of
Dungalo but neighboring
Larangays like San Dioni-
sio, Sto. Nifo, Tambo and
L.awerta as well.

The project will be cons-
iructed within a fuliy-de
loped area wherein such
othep facilities ag the fol-
lowing will be put up: rcold
slorage, restaurant and
recreation facilities.

Also present during the
meeting were MLGCD of-
ficials Dinsdadg . Nuiez,
Fabian Abella, Nelly Li-
zaso and Sufronio Raciles,
Ernesto Madiid and Tony
Dengan of NMPC-RIC and
BFSN president Perfecto
Ordiales—ROD 0. FRAN-
CTA

(from page 3)

needed 10 be avnswered in
connection wikn e
chase, City Hall
puinted out.

One, Why did the school
board buy the land when
it knew that it was occu-
pied by squatters?

Two: Since the purchase
in 1971, why did not the
sthool board do anything
to clear the land of squat.
ters?

Lt
circl.s

The school teachers and
pupils of the elementary
school have even gone to
the extent of bringing the
issupe to President  Moar-
cos. but except for some
indorsements, nothing tan_
gible has comie out it.

So, the dilemma conti-
nues: squatters or school
pupils?

It seems to be the clasic

sfjuare meters. cise of the Irresistible
There are some Infri- force meeting the immo.
guing questions which vable object.

Republic of the Philippines
NATIONAL HOUSING AUTHORITY
Quezon Memorial Ellipfical Road
Diliman, Quezop City

herein mortgage and in accordance with the provision of
Act 3135 as amended by Act 4118, the City Sheriff of Que-
zon City hereby gives notice to all interested parties ana
to the public in general that on the 8th day of MAY, 1980,
at 10:00 o'clock in the morning at the Main Entrance of
the New Quezon City Hall Buflding, Jocated at Elliptical
Road, Diliman, Quezon City: he or his duly authorized
Deputy will sell at pubilec suction to the highest bidder and
for CASH, in Philippine Currency, the above-described
property ta satisfy the full amount of indebtedness mnow
due and outstandmg under the said mortgage, plus interest.
altorney's fecs, costs and other expenses of this foreclosure
and sale.

This Notice of Sheri{f’s Sale will be published in the
WE, a newspaper of general circulation in Quezon City and
edited In Quezon City for three (3) consecutive weeks, the
first publication to take place at least twenty (20) days
before the date of the auction sale. Llkewlse, three (3)
copies of notica will be posted In three conspicuous places
in Quezon City, where the property is located and where
the auction sale ghall take place

NOTE: Prospective bidder or buvers are hereby en.
fcined to investizate for themselves the title of the said
property and the encumbraneces thercon if any there be,

Quezon City, Metro Manila, April 10; 1980.

NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given that J. V. SANTOS
COMMERCIAL CORPORATION has filed with the
National Housing Authority a sworn registration
statement for the sale of condominium units in the
LCG CONDOMINIUM (formerly JVS Condomi:
nium) located at P Burgos corner Calderon
Street, Makati, Metre Manila; that the registration
statement and all papers attached thereto are avai-
lable for inspection during business hours by a
person having legal interest thereon and upon pro-
per application; and that coples thereof chall be
furnished to such person upon payment of the
proper fees.

Any person with valid objection to the regis-
tration of the project may file his objection in
writing with the National Housing Authority withiy
ten (10) days from date of last publication

Let this notice be published at the expénse
of the applicant.

Quezon Clty,
April 15, 1980.

A CHARNCE

Metro Manila, Philippines;
(Sgd) G. V. TOBIAS
Maj Gen, AFP (Ret)

General Manager
VITALIANO P, VALDELLON B

il 19—26. 1980
City Sheriff ApT

By:
ALFREDO V, ABEJA
Chief Depuly

PUBLICATION: WE -
DATE: Aprll 12, 19 & 26, 1980 NOTICE OF L XTRA JUDICIAL

SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

EXTRAJULICIAL NOTICE Notlce is hercby given that the estate of the spou-
seg Ramona Reyes Miguel and Gaudenclo Migugl has
been extraludiclally settled by the helrs with saule as
per Dog, No. 443, Page £9, Book TX, of Notary Public
Jaime 3, Dominge and quit ¢claim thereof per Doc,

No, 444, both series of 1930

San Marcelino St., Malate, Manila
TRY MANANG’'S GENUINE
ILOCANO HOME COOKING

... EVEN THE PLACE I8 HOMEY ..

Notlee is hcreby glven that the Estate of the late
Fidel M. Salvador, conslsting of a Bank Deposit with Ber-
¢en Bank in Nurway, is being the sublect of an estate by
nnd among his legal helrs per Doc, No, 60, Page No 13,
Book No. XTX; serics of 1980 in the notardl reglster of Ally,
Victor P, Villanueyva, Notary Publie for and In the Cily of
AManila this 2Znd dey of April, 1980

April 12, 19, 24, 1980

April 19, 26, May 3, 1980,




THURSDAY CLUB
(from page 3)

Agsistant City Fiscal RIi-
cardo Escuata who had
earller sent in a contribu-
tion of P300 to the Metro-
politan Mail to start the
ball rolling. During the
meeting. Atty. Virgilio
Ferrer, another club mem-
ker, handed P100 to the
Mail as his initial econtri-
bution to tha fund.

The establishment of
the foundation was spurr-
¢d by the heroes' death of
iwo QC cops, Bienvenido
Pabilico and Rodolfo Col.
lera, last March 30 while
working on a hijacking
cist The two were
treacherously  shot to
cdeathr while walting for a
member of the hijacking
gang near a motel in Ca-
Inocan City.

A commitfec was orga.
nized by the Thursday
Club to draft the plan for
the orgunization of the
~ foundation Fliscal Escueta
wag appointed chairman
ol the body, with former
BIR Commissioner Jose
Aranas, former Ambassa-
dor Juap Arreglado, City
Attorney Jone Torcuator,
former QC Chief of Polica
Crisanlo Alba, former
Consul General Delfin Sian
und  Metropolitan Mail
editor Jose J. Burgos as
members.

The permaneni fund
contemplated to be set up
will come from contribu.
tions from members of the
foundation as well ag from
the general public, The
foundation may also en-
gage in fund.raising pro-
jects to augment the per-
manent fund.

ANOTHER PRIEST
(from page 1)

violation of the antl-sub-
version law.

Following the arrest by
constabulary men, Fr.
Aquino and his compa-
nions were locked at the
detention cell of the Bon-
toc PC command. Later,
Fr. Aquino was moved to
Camp Dangwa in Ben-
guet and then to Camp
Bagong Diwa on Feb. 6
this year.

The women companion
of Fr. Aquino, Beth Ca-
san and Loule Rillera,
have been missing since
Dec. 30, 1979, according
to Political Detainees Up-
dale. His third compa-
nion, Calvin Rabanillo,
has turned into a state
witness, the forthnightly
publication sald.

At the time of his ar-
rest, Fr. Aquino was
serving In Laoag City
as the Diocesa Youth DI-
rector and Assistant Rec-
tor al the PIC parish in
Pagudpud, Tlocos Norte,

Fr. Aquino graduated
In 1974 at St. Andrew’s
Theological Seminary
(cum laude) in Quezon
City. He was a partici-
pant in the opening of
the Worldwide Couneil
of Youth that was held
i France in 1974

Upon his return to the
Philippines in 1975, he
was appointed Rector at
the Church of the Holy
Cross at Loyola Heights,
Quezon City,

Meanwhile, Fr. de la
Torre was to go to the
Holy See to pursue ad-
vanced theological stu-
dles, one of the reasons
for  his provisional re-
lease,

His release had been
recommended by De-
fense Minister Juan Pon-
ce Enrile.

Beveral prominent re.

THE THRUTH..

a political nobody. HOW-
ever, before Lito Osmeifia
and Tony Cuenco, former
KBL bets, propped up his
sinking political career,
he took refuge in the Ce-
bu Breakfast Club head-
ed by Rama, With the
late Assemblyman Nata-
lio Bacalso, he was often
seen occupying the pres-
idential table — although
they were not officers of
the club. Rama even In-
curred the ire of some
people for giving so much
importance to the very
same people who would
later turn their backs on
him.

Legaspi belittled Ra-
ma for not being a se-
rious contender. Rama wag
and will always be a se.
rious contender for as long
ag he qualifies for the post
he's running for.

Since Legaspl loves to
cite one’s vote-getting
ubility as basis of politi-
cal strength, let’s accom-
modate him. But let’s
use results of elections
before martial law — re-
sults that are believable.
When Rama ran for gov-
ernor in 1971, he got 57,-
563 votes in the city of
Cebu at the time when
there were still around
400 precincts. Now, with
some 900 voting centers,
Rama got 6,219 votes on-
ly — clearly a case that
could readily make it to
Ripley’s Believe It or
Not.

Aside from being gov-
ernor, he was formerly
vice governor, and twice
councilor of Cebu City
(5th, then 4th placer). As
a student, he was given
the Benemeritus award
at University of Sto, To-
mas. He passed the me-
dical board exams as
4th placer,

How does Rama com-
pare with George Balad-
jay, Legaspi’'s candidate
for mayor in Cebu City
in the last elections? As
elective public official,
Baladjay was elected
councilor — a tail-ender.
He flunked in the bar
exams several times, the
number of which I need
not mention here because
it is not my intention to
belittle Baladjay.

Legaspl also argues
that since the combined
votes of Rama and Ba-
ladjay could not surpass
Solon’s, the necessity of
a coalitlon was no argu-
ment. Legaspl, It seems,
is not only a saint but
also a prophet. The re-
sults (real or otherwise)
at the time when the
coalition or unity of the
opposition groups was
proposed were not yet
known. What was only
Iknown was that Rama
had a better political re-
cord compared to Balad-
jay's,

Secondly, the results —
to repeat — were not re-
flectlve of the actual
votes garnered by all op-
position groups., Thus,
they could not be con-
sidered as basis on what
could have happened,

But my main point is
that had it not been for
Mr., Legaspl's refusal to
submit to arbitration, the

ligious leaders had inter-
ceded for Fr, de la Tor-
re’s release. Among
them were Cardinal Sin,
Papal Nunecio Msgr. Bru-
no Torplgllanl and the
Very Rev, Henry Hee
kern, SVD superior gen-
eral In Rome,

(from page 1)
opposition in Cebu City
could have been united
and could have wielded
a stronger force against
the KBLs and thus deter
the latter from resorting
to massive cheating dur-
ing the election.

Why was Legaspl
more interested in dlvid-
ing the opposition, rather
than uniting it? That Is
the big question.

For days, the self-
styled NUL in Cebu City
repeatedly announced in
their radio broadcasts
that top NUL leaders In
Manila were coming to
Cebu for their proclama-
tion rally. Nol one came.
It was Bacalso who pro-
clalmed the bels. Very
strange, indeed, for a
party that is accredited,
as Mr. Legaspl claims,

On the other hand, in
the case of Bando Rama-
Del Rosario, Butz Aquino,
brother of Ninoy, came
fo proclaim the bets. He
was accompanied by for-
mer Sen. Francisco
‘“Soc’’ Rodrigo, lawyer
Juan T. David, lawyer
Noli Santos, Ernie Ron-
don, and Nap Rama who
all spoke during the pro-
clamation rally.

To show that the Ban-
do Rama-Del Rosario
was not a pushover poli-
tical group, the KBL did
a neat political maneu-
ver by holding their own
proclamation rally on
the same day using all
the resources at their
command. President
Marcos and the First La-
dy came accompanied
by several top Manila ac-
tors and actresses if only
to draw away much of
the crowds that would
have attended the Bando
Rama-Del Rosarlo rally.
Just the same, a massive
crowd attended the ral-
ly.

During the rally of Mr.
Legaspi’s group, there
was no attempt by the
KBL to lessen its crowd.
Why was this so? Again,
the reason is simple.
Pursuing its strategy of
ajviding the opposition.
the KBL argued that the
Rama group was strong
and must be erippled;
while the Legaspi group
was weak and must be
propped up Iin order to
show it as a force to rec-
kon with,

The KBL, having seen
the opposition already
daivided, came up with a
devious scheme. A pre-
electlon survey on radio
on how the candidates
fared (apparently stage-
managed by those who
were favored by the re-
sults) showed Rama be-
kind Baladjay. Solon
was portrayed as front-
runner. And fhus were
the minds of the Cebua-
nos prepared for the
planned outcome of the
elections.

The resulis were ac-
cording to  seript. Ralade
lay was given more votes
than Rama. Solon, a po-
litical neophyte, won with
an unprecedented major-
ity which even Cebu's
political kingpin, Serging
Osmefia, never had the
privilege of enjoying,

What's more intrigu-
Ing is the fact that short-
1y before the elections,
Dacalso confidently de-
clared that Rama would
get only around 6,000
votes, And Rama did get
only 0,219 votes!

How did Bacalso
know? Were Bacalso

and Legaspl part of the
script?

The Ramas are known
political foes of Marcos.
vnd so are the top opposi-
tion Ileaders in Manila
who came to Cebu to pro-
claim the Bando Rama-
Del Rosario candidates.
And so is Ninoy Aquino
who endorsed the Bando
Rama-Del Rosario bets.

To embarrass the Ra-
mas, Soc Rodrigo and
others — and more espe-
clally Ninoy Aquino —
what better way of doing
it than allocating the
Bando Rama-Del Rosarlo
candidates with ridicu-
lously small number of
votes The KBL’s strategy
worked like shooting two
birds with one stone. By
doing it, they not only
gave the impression that
the Ramas were no long-
er a political force to
reckon with, they also
projected the fake NUL
group (in Cebu City) of
Legaspl as the emerging
strong political force in
Cebu when in truth and
in fact — it is NOT!

Still the most intrigu-
ing thing in the minds of
many opposition leaders
is why Legaspl would not
submit to the arbitration.

He viewed Rama as a
political nobody. He even
wanted him only to be
running mate of Balad-
jay — something he ho-
nestly knew was an im-
possible arrangement
and, in fact, reportedly
drew laughter from for-
mer President Macapa-
gal who noted that now-
here was there a case in
the world where a for-
mer governor would be
running as vice mayor of
a former councilor, and a
tail-ender at that.

If Legaspi believed he
had a stronger candidate,
then he should have ac-
ceded to the arbitration.
If Rama was weak as
Legaspi claimed, then
the top opposition leaders
in Manila who are not
stupid would not have
chosen Rama as mayor-
alty bet. And the oppo-
sition would have been
united.

Why was Legaspl stub-
born? Was his role real-
ly to divide the opposi-
tion?

Mr. Legaspl claims
that the tape-recorded
Aquino indorsement for
the Bando Rama-Del Ro-
sarlo bets was resented
by Cebuanos and that
there were jeers and cat-
calls each time this was
played. This is a BRA.
ZEN LIE. The claim it-
self exposes the lle. If in
one or ftwo occaslons,
there were jeers and cat-
calls as clalmed by Le-
gaspl, then the Bando-
Del Rosario would have
been stupld to keep on
playing the indorsement.

Legaspi also belittled
the Bando Rama-Del Ro-
sario as the Partido Ban-
da Banda or Bouncing
Bouncing Party. It was
actually the late Assem-
blyman Bacalso, whose
forte was making fun of
political parties or can-
didates, who started it.
What the readers do not
know is that the group
represented by Mr., Le-
gaspl was also known
among Cebuanos as Par-
tido Ssardinas or Sardines
Party. You'll notlce that
the name given to the Ra-
ma group, although fun-
ny, glves you the impres-
sion of a ball, bouncing,
alive, and energetic. On
the other hand, the mo-
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nicker of Mr. Legaspl's
group gives one the im-
pression of something
that smells. Was there
something fishy?

Legaspl sald there was
a libelous portion in my
article — apparently a
veiled threat, that he
might file a lbel suit
against me. Being a
smart lawyer and still
thinking me ignorant, he
conveniently changed
one word in the alleged
libelous statement
“permits’’ to ‘‘contracts”
— something that the
readers can readily see
for themselves.

He himself admitted
having complained to
President Marcos why
“only twenty Chinese
firms' based in Manila
were given the right to
import sardines. When
President Marcos gave
due course to his com-
plaint, and someone says
that Legaspl scored an
accomplishment, Legaspl
now views the latter as
libelous.

Perhaps. Mr. Legaspl,
who is not ignorant, mis-
understood my point.
Was he guilty of some-
thing? What I was mere-
1y trying to show was that
for one to be a true op-
position, he should avoid
seeking favors from the
administration. I never
accused him of activities
involving graft.

In putting a word from

nowhere into my article,’

perhaps Mr. Legaspl was
hoping that I would fall
for his trap and talk
about contracts. He was
wrong, It was he who
had fallen into my trap
for answering my artl-
cle. Now truth is given
the chance to be told.
And very soon some
people will be unmasked
for what they really are!

It was Legaspl’'s an-
swer to my article that
was libelous! However,
he can rest assured that
I won't file libel charges
against him unless he
chooses to have our dis-
cussions in court.

Thanks to the stubbor.
ness, the hard-headed-
ness and arrogance of
Mr. Legaspl and his ilk,
the opposition in Cebu
was divided giving the
KBL a convenient justi-
fication for 1ts win-
ning through rampant
cheating.

Granting, without ad-
mitting, that the points I
raised were rantings of a
nuisance bet; granting,
without admitting, that 1
have a corrupt and ignor-
ant mind — the fact re-
mains that Mr. Legaspi
did not submit to arbi-
tration for some intri-
guing reasons,

One could be that the
was afraid that in the
merger that would result
from the arbitration, his
leadership would be over-
shadowed by Rama'’s.
Since his mind is not ig-
norant in the art of poli-
tical maneuvering for
leadership position, he
decided to snub the arbi-
tration. Another reason
could be that the adminis-
tration had secretly of-
fered him some conces-
sions to play the role of
token opposition. Consid-
ering his rieh experience
as chalrman of Pusyon
Bisaya, he was a logical
cholce as tool to divide
the opposition In Cebu.

However, In falrness to

‘WE’ ANSWERS. ...
(from page 1)

“WE is the answer of
our times to the irregu-
larities of our current
martial law status.”

Respondents in the stu-
dy, 200 Metro Manila re-
Sidents who read WE at
least once a month, be-
lieve there is no press
freedom especially in
the other publications in
existence today.

““Most of them,” the
researchers wrote, ‘were
one in denying the exist-
ence of press freedom
under Proclamation
1081."

Except for WE Forum,
they added, most of the
respondents believe to-
day's newspapers are
poor in terms of their
‘‘supposed functions as
mirror of the people’s
views on government,
the source of balanced
reporting, and freedom
from government restric-
tion and constraints.”

While they praise the
courageous stance of
WE Forum, the re-
searchers found faults al-
s0.
For instance, it has a
limited circulation and
comes out only once a
week. Storles, according
to them, are concentrat-
ed in the English lan-
guage.

“WE Forum, for all its
beneficlal effects on so-
clety and journalism as
a whole, only reaches the
elite professionals and
students of our times,”
the researchers sald,

At the time of the stu-
dy, WE Forum reached
a circulation of a little
over 20,000 nationwide.

Results of the Mendo-
za-Rafioa study will be
serialized starting next
issue.

my friends in Mr. Legas-
pi’s group, it'’s possible
that they have all along
been blind to all the po-
litical maneuvers of Mr.
Legaspi to promote his
personal interest.

I dare Mr. Legaspl to
have a continuing discus-
sion with me in this pa-
per — without resorting
to name-calling and vell-
ed threats, although do-
ing so is not his monopo-
ly; I can do it too as am-
ply shown in this article
— if only to give him a
dose of his own medicine.

If he’s too busy to
write, then I dare him to
8 public debate on radio
or TV. I welcome his re-
Ply. My concern is for
truth to come out — in-
cluding the KBL shenanl-
gans. Although we're
under abnormal condi-
tions, T feel that truth still
has a way of coming out.

Yes, T agree. Elections
always have a way of
bursting one's inflated
ego., But truth Is worse.
Aslde from the fact that
it hurts, it can totally dis-
Integrate somebody
else’s very much more
inflated ego.

As someone sald not
long ago, “sacrifice your
pbrinciples if you want to
have a secure stomach.”
In this world, there are
two kinds of people;
those who suseribe to
this, and those who don'’t.
It 1s now up to you, dear
readers, to judge under
what classification As.
sembly Legaspl and I
properly belong,
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Mayaman ang pinuno
ni FRANCISCO ‘SOC’ RODRIGO

Nabawasan ang kayamanan ni
Presidente Carter mu#.ansng slya'y
na idente ng !

glm&rs:crfes na dating kabilang sa ha-
nay ng mga milyonaryo, ay hindl na
milyonaryo ngayon. Noong 1979, ang
halaga ng kanyang yaman ay buma-
ba sa $803,304.35.

Sa kabilang dako, naragdagan ang
kayamanan ni Marcos mula noong si-
ya'y naging pangulo ng Pilipinas.
Saksi ang kanyang income tax re-
turns na biglang lumundag nang ma-
laki mula noong 1966 g‘:lu?anin taon g
kanyang pagka-pangulo). g m
st.austlcsa nito ay nallahad ko na sa
{sang nakaraan kolum.

Ngunit si Marcos ay waring hin-
di nababahala sa ganitong kahina-
hinalang pangyayari. Bakit? Dahil sa
kanyang paniniwalang iyan ay hindl
magbubunga ng anomang reaksyon
sa taongbayan? Dahil ba sa alam ni-
yang kontrolado niya ang media ka-
ya't hindi makararating sa bayan
ang balitang iyan? O dahil ba sa ka-
walan niya ng respeto sa ating pub-
lic opinion?

Ang tanong namang dapat sagutin
ng ating bayan ay: OK lang ba sa
atin kahit magpayaman ang ating
mga pinuno? Hindl ba tayo mag-uusi-
sa man lamang? Hindl ba tayo ma-
babahala? O tututol? Bale wala ba
iyan para sa atin?

Nakasalalay sa ating sagot ang ta-
gumpay o pagkasawi ng demokrasya
sa ating bayan.

Sinubaybayan ko ang mga talum-
pati at panayam ni Marcos sa Hono-
lulu. -

Ang buod ng kanyang mensahe ay
martial law, Sinikap niyeng ipaliwa.
nag ang mga dahilan kung bakit
ragdeklara slya ng martial law noong
1972.

Ngunit may isang tanong na hindl
niya nabigyan ng kasiyasiyang sagot:
Bakit hanggang ngayon, pagkaraan
ng mahigit na 7 1/2 taon, ay patuloy
pa rin ang martial law?

Hindi ba humusay ang umano'y
mapanganib na sltiwasyon mula
noong 19727 Kung Lindl humusay,
walang kabutihang naidulot ang mar
tial law. Hindl na ito dapat ipagpa-
tuloy.

Kung mahusay naman, wala na
yaong panganib na ginamit na hus-
tipikasyon para magdeklara ng mar-
tial law. Dapat na itong alisin.

At kung Tumubha kaysa datl, la-
long dapat alisin ang martial law.
Tto pala'y nakasasama.

Walang lusot sa tanong na lyan sl
Marcos. Totoo ngang matalino giya,
ngunit hindi kaya ng talino ninoman
na patunayang ang itim ay putl

At, nakabibitiw rin sa Ilubld sl
Marcos.

Sinabl niyang kallangang magpa-
tuloy ang martial law habang hindl
nalulutas ang ‘‘secessionist problem'’
sa Mindanao. Ngunit, sinabl rin ni-
yang ang problemang iyan ay taglay
na natin mula pa noong panahon fig
Kastila; at hindi iyan nalunasan ma-
ging ng Kastila, Amerikano, Hapon,
ot Pllipino. At ngayon daw ay may
ibang bansang nagbibigay ng armas
sa mga rebeldeng Muslim,

Kung tutnusin, ang kahulugan ng
sinabing ito ni Marcos ay hindi aall-
sin ang martial law sa loob ng susu-

od na 100 taon pa; sapagkat, kung
ang Muslim problem ay hindl nalu-
tas sa loob ng nakaraang 400 taon,
100 taon pa marahil ang kallangan
upang malapatan iyan ng solusyon.

Ngunit, sinabl rin ni Marcos sa kan-
yang talumpati na malapit na niyang
alisin ang martial law. Tila may kon-
tradiksyon. Nagkamot marahil ng ulo
ang ilang nakarinig.

Pero sl Marcos ay may ‘“‘concealed
weapon’’. Tulad ng ipinallwanag ko
sa nakaraang kolum: Kahit alisin ang
martial law, sl Marcos ay patuloy na
“dictator for life’’, batay sa Transi-
tory Provisions at 1976 Amendments.

Talagang matalino. At, tuso!

L - -

May isa pang makahulugang bagay
na Sinabi sa kanyang talumpati: Ka-
pag siya raw ay nawala, ang ‘‘mo-
derates' ay walang pagasang huma-
ii. Ang mga Komunisfa raw ang -
yak na susunggab sa gobyerno.

Alam ko kung bakit sinabl ito nl
Marcos. Nals niyang takutin ang mga
Amerikano, Ang puno’t dulo ng ibig
niyang sabihin ay: Suportahan ninyo
ako; sapagkat kapag ako’y nawala
sa poder, ang gobyerno ng Pllipinas
ay mapapasa-kamay ng Komunista.

Ako'y naniniwalang iyan ay hindl
tctoo. Hanggang sa sandaling ito,
wala pang sapat na lakas ang Komu-
i{sta upang agawin ang pamahalaan.

Ngunit, kung iyan man ay totoo,
sino ang may kasalanan? Sino ang
naging sanhi? Si Marcos!!

Ang karamihan ng mga Pilipino
ay mahinahon (‘“moderate’’). Nasa
panig tayo ng demokrasya, kapaya-
paan, at kalayaan.

Noong bage nag-martial law, wa-
lang pagasang manalo sa pamban-
sang halalang demokratiko ang kan-
didatong Komunista (kung pahihin-
tulutan man ng batas).

Ayaw ng Pllipinas sa ano mang
uri ng diktadura — maging ng ekstre-
mong kanan o ekstremong kaliwa.

Niguit, ano ang ginawa ni Marcos?
Sinugpo ang demokrasya. Ginamit
ang lakas upang iptaw ang kanyang
diktadura ng ekstremong kanan.

Ang mga “moderates’”, na siyang
nakararami sa taongbayan, ay siyang
lubhang nasugpo. Bakit? Sapagkat
ang ‘‘moderates’” ay ayaw gumamit
ng dahas, hangga't mallwasan.

Ang nals gamitin ng ‘“moderates”
uv ang halota Ngunit, ang balota ay
nawalan ng saysay sa {lallm ng mar-
tial law. Inalis ni Marcos sa ‘‘mode-
rates' ang sandatang iyan.

Samantala, sumipot ang mga ar-
madong pangkat ng MNLF at ekstre-
mong kaliwa. Ang kanilang sandata
ay hindl ang balota, kundi ang bala.

Ang mga ‘““moderates’ ay napalla-
lim. Ang lumitaw ay ang dalawang
ekstremo — ang ‘‘extreme right” at
‘‘extreme left".

Sino ang prinsipal na sanhi ng gan-
yang katayuan? 81 Marcos!

At iyan ang glnagamit niya nga-
yong panakot sa mga Amerikano at
mga anti-komunista: Kung ayaw nin-
yo sa akin, aniya, sa komunista la-
lagpak ang Pllipinas,

Masyadong matalino,
tuso!

Masyadong

ANALYSIS ..

search of a sense of pur-
pose and meaning.

For a rteal Christian,
the second option is out:
he cannot directly and
deliberately partake of
the benefits of fraud and
terrorism, of exploitation
and oppressive rule, and
still pretend to be a
Christian.

The pain of choice be-
tween the first and third
options is involved in the
encounter between the
rich, young ruler and the
Master. The rich ruler,
who wanted to know
what he should do to gain
eternal life, had observed
all the Commandments
since childhood, and he
asked Jesus: ‘“What do
I lack yet?’” Jesus told
him to sell all his posses-
slons, distribute the pro-
ceeds to the poor, and
then ‘‘Come and follow
mal"

The Gospel says, the
rich young man went
away sorrowful because
he had so many posses-
sions.

The point of the para-
ble is that if our religion
has nothing to do with
the needs and sufferings
of our fellowmen, we can
be sure that God has no-
thing to do with our re-
ligion.

That 1s why, as in the
case of the Gond Sama.
ritan, we must reach out
to those of our people —
the disinherited and dis-
possessed — who have
been held up dnd way-
lald by social and econo-
mic structures that erip-
ple their hopes as well
as their humanity. As St.
John puts it, the truth is
not with us when we say
we love God whom we do
not see, but do not love
our fellowmen, whom
we see. We must help
clothe the naked, feed
the hungry, give water to
those who thirst, visit the
sick and those in prison,
because in the words of
Jesus — ‘“‘Inasmuch as
you have done these un-
to the least of your
brethren, you have also
done it unto me.”

In my view, therefore,
the meaningful option
for us is to involve our-
selves in the struggles
and sufferings of our fel-
lowmen and become a re.
deeming Influence in the
life of our soclety.

This option requires,
first of all, that our con-
cern for our fellowmen
be well-informed. This
means we should seek
and ascertain the truth.

CENSUS. ...
(from page 1)

Some 25,000 school-
teachers have beed
trained to be the enume-
tators. They will be un-
der 3,000 supervisors.

A backup support of
1,500 personnel are at
the offices of the NCSO.

Tabulation and analy-
sis of data should give
partial results in one
year. Most of the data
will be ready in two
years, Mlares sald.

If trends prove correct,
there are now 47 million
Fillpinos. Perhaps, a 1it-
tle more, Mijares said.

This means the popula-
tion has grown within the
period 1975-1980 at =a
slower rate than 2.8 per-
cnet, which had been es-
tablished in the perlod
1970-75. Tn 1975, total po-
pulation was 42 million.

(from page 2)

We should gain access to
all sources of informa-
tlon, instead of merely
relying on the reports of
the controlled media or
on government dossiers.

Second, we should en-
deavor to get the best in-
terpretation and analysis
of the facts. We should
keep our minds open to
all possible viewpoints
and insights. Our minds
are llke parachutes —
they function best when
they are open.

Third, knowing the
truth, according to our
best lights, we should
proclaim it and act upon
it with boldnesg and cour-
age.

Courage in times like
this is a rare commodi-
ty. Winston Chuchechill
it was he who said that
moral courage is the one
virtue that sustain all the
other virtues.

We should have the
courage to speak out, not
because we want to hear
the music of our own
voices, not because we
want to have a declsive
say in public affairs, but
because In times of mo-
ral crisis, we cannot live
with our consclence, we
cannot live with our-
selves, we cannot llve
with our God if we keep
our sllence.

But it is not enough
that we speak out. we
must act on the basis of
what we know to be true
and just and workable
Falth without works is
void, and prayer without
service is meaningles

This service we miuit
do with patience, imagi-
nation, skill and persis-
tence. After the Plaza
Miranda tragedy, I was
asked why evil continues
to flourish in our midst.
And I remember having
sald In a public address
that one reason why evil
continues to flourish fis
that most of us lack the
required patience and
perseverance and the
will to prevail.

Good men often get
sick and tired of being
good before bad men get
silck and tired of being
bad.

I suppose you will ask
me — What can we do
now?

I think it would be an
excellent idea for this
Fellowship to compile,
collate, and evaluate all
the reports on the elec-
tions of Jan. 30, and then
make a comprehensive
report of its own, after a
thorough-going verifica-
tion of the evidence.

We are living in an un-
usual time, and when
the history of the New
Soclety is written, I have
no doubt this report will
be of Immense value to
those who will write that
history and to those who
will be charged with the
task of building what we
hope to be a just and
good soclety.

But perhaps, more
than just making this re-
port, those of us who
know the facts should in-
duce our church organi-
zations and hierarchy to
speak out,

I admire what the bi-
shops and clergy in Pam-
panga and Zamboanga
del Norte have just done,
as reported in the pa-
pers,

To maintain our silence
and refuse to act in times
like these 1s to be co-par-
ticipants in the perpetusn-

RP CREDIT. . 1
(from page 1)

senting the least credit-
warthy countries (those
with the grealzst chances
ol default on their debt)
and 10 representing the
mnost creditworthy (the
one with the least chance
of défault).”

A total of 101 banks
responded to the questio.
naire, their anwers colla-
ted and the resclt publish-
ed in the March 1980 fis-
sue of the II

Tha first survey was
conducted In June of last
vear and the result pub.
lished in the September
{ssue.

Participants in the sur-
vey were assured of the
confidentiality of their
rarticipation and they
were not permitted to rate
their home countries.

It is noticeable that
smong the ASEAN coun.
iries. the Philippines was
cunsidered the  riskiest
vountry to lend to, viz
(country & rating) Singa-
pore T8.6, Malaysia T1.9;
Indonesia 54.5, Thailand
54.0 and the Philippines
48.5. The global average
rating ig 535 (refer to
masterlist of countrics and
their credit ranking and
rating below), In our case,
one reason given Is that
‘1he Philippines’ already
heavy debt burden (is)
fueling bankers’ credit
concerns.” Our external
debt ag of now stands at
more tha, $10 billion and
grows at roughly $1 billion
a year

But why arc we still
able to borrow? Yes, we
van still horrow but the

Jenderg are in a dilemma;
domn if they will and
dumn if they won't. They
lend with appreaension.
like gamblers who are
putting theip chips on an
uncertain bet, and if 1ney
won’t they might onl
hasten the © collapse and
jeopardize their ecollection
on previoug loans.

Are we trylng to put
down tha New Society?
Nc we want it 1o wake
up, act fast and remove all
ubstacles to our nationa-
list development and to
raise rapidly the standard
of living of the masses be.
fore it becomes too late

Either it s.cers correct-
ly the train of radical de.
velopment or it will be
1un over by thls same
train if it just lingers on
the way.

OPPOSE. .

(from page 1)
huve opposed the sche.
duled takeover by the

in-
over

Americans, prompling
tensive negotiations
the weekend

The Americans, pending
the negotiations. have nn
gpecific assignments. ne.
cording to the sources

tlon of an unjust social,
economic and political
order.

Let us sharpen our vi-
sion of the kind of socle-
ty we want, formulate a
program of action fto
which people of goodwiil
can adhere and support,
and strive with all our
mind and heart and
strength to make that
program & reality in
God's own time.

——000——
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