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SABI NI ‘SIR’

You can say anything
but you should not expect
everyone to believe what
you say nor compe! any-
orie to follow you unless
you be the judge and final
arbiter.

Pres. Marcos, 65th Com-
mencement Exercises,
University of the Philip-
pines, March 28, 1976
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FOR THE YOUMNG FILIPYNO
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FOR FREEDOM

Let ug make the Jan, 20
elections reflective of our
sentimentg for freedom and
democracy, not another fu-
tile exercise in politics s)-
milar to the IBP polls,

Mario Torre |,
l.as Pinas, Metro Manlla
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3 - cornered fi

A heated three-cornered fight in the Jan-

mary 30 local elections became evident last
week when the united opposition National
Union for Liberation (NUL) and the Nacio-
nalista Party decided to field their respective
candidates against the ruling Kilusang Ba

gong Lipunan (KBL,

The Naclonalista Party
strongly linked with Presi-
dent Marcos and the KBL
had earlier announced the
fielding of its own candi-
dates for local posts in se-
lected cities and provinces.
Obviously, the surprise po-
litical move of the NP
threw the KBL in a dither
althlough President Marcos
subsequently did not raise
objection against the NP
aclion.

The National Unicp for
Liberation, oy the other
hand, has finalized its line-
up of candidates in the

s‘ronghold of its member
groups. Its candidates are
expected to hammer on
the cenfral issue of “iicta-
torship versus democracy,
¢l one-man rule against

the rule of the people.”
Some of the NP candi-
aates include former Sen.
W. Rancap Lagumbnay for
Eovernor in Laguna; Fran-
cisco Remotigue fer pover-
nor of Cebu; Mario Orliz
for mayor, Cebu City; Na-
talio Castillo Jr, for gover-
nor, Bohol; Former Gov
Eusebio Moore for pover-
(Page 6, please)

American group
refutes Kennedy

The nfluential Ameri-
¢in Chamber ol Commerce
ol the Philippines has re-
Tured the eriticismg levellpd
Dy US, Sen, Edwardg M
kennedy against the mar-
Lal law regime ot Presi-
dent Marcos.

Reacting 1o an Associa-
ted Presg news story in
which Kennedy called on
Lmericans to work for the
return of democraCy and
the rule of law in the Phi-

lippines, the Chamber
urged the presidential
hopeful to  “keep quiet
about one of the best

liiends America hag any-
where, '

ine Chamber also ac-
Cused Kennedy of “unne-
Cessarily injecung Marcos
ito hig campaig, to un-
seal President Jimnmy Car-
ler.”

The Chamber's senti-
ments were contained in a
letter to Kennedy and
slgned by Chamber Presi-
dent, Harold K., Butler.

Kennedy's  anti-Mareos
remarks delivered last
Idee, 6, were not  carrjed
hy any of the local daily

(Page 5, please)

WRITER—Our coed, Rose Marie Hizon. is a Uni-

versity of Sante Tomas graduate

(A.B. Literature)

and hopeg to be a top feature weriter some day

KBL VS. NUL VS. NP

- . . . - L

RESOLUTION

Why LABAN bets

are not running

December 29, 1979 21, 1979, the following re-

The Commission on solution was adopted
Elections unanimously:

COMELEC Bldg., Intra- “RESOLVED, that LA-
muros, Manila BAN will not field can-
In a meeting of the La. didates in the forthcom.

kas ng Bayan (LABAN) ing local elections,” for

duly held on December (Page 5. please)

gh

t looms

MAJORITY
OF ONE

MAKING THE OPPOSITION IMPOTENT

by REUBEN R. CANOY
Assemblyman, Interim Batasang Pambanes

With formal accreditation given by the COMELEC
to only four parties, the opposition has once again
been rendered practically impotent to wage a nation-
wide fight against the ruling KBL,

Nothing would, of course, prevent new aggrupa-

(Page 5, please)
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LAND ROW — Photo shows a two-storey apart-
ment which was recently constructed on a controver-
sial site in barangay Pifiahan, Quezon City, peopled
by some 200 squatter fam ilies.

QC squatters -
in a quandary

QUEZON CITY — Some

y 200 squatter families jn

barangay Pinahay this ci-
1y are in a quandary: They
are given Lthe run-around
in trying to resolve the
conflict over a four-hee-
lare land they had been
occupying for the past 10
years,

It turned out that an
earlier pledge of First La-
dy and Human Settle
menls Minister Imelda Ro-
mualdez-Marcog to make
the site in question a ZIP

by National Housing and
. C. government authori-
Lies. .

According to Medardo R.
Roda, president of the Big-
kis Magkakapitbahay, the
squatter families are in the
dark as tc their [ate be-
Ciuuse “no one seems 1o
know what they want to do
with us.”

It was gathered that du-
ring the IBP elicions, Mrs
Marcos promised the Pina-
han residents that thy site
vwhere they are squatting

JUSTICE MUNOZ-PALMA ASKS

What are our

options

todoy?

1

PART III

6) We can go on and
on recounting instances
of prolonged detention,
and torture of political
detainees but these are
well known to most of
you who are here in this
assembly for they have
been the subject of re
ports of international as
well as local grganiza-
tions, and the number is

such that they can no
longer be considered as
‘few and isolated' as
claimed by the military
establishment.

T) There i{s the denial
of bail to political de-
tainees and otherg arrest-
ed by virtue of an ASSO.

8) And very lamenta-
ble is the suspension of

(Page 5. please)

Speak up!

INEQUALITY IN

GOV'T PAY

hy TOMAS B. PADILLA )
It looks as if a majority of government employees ;N

get short.changed every time they recelved thelr take. §
home pay, Their plight is made acute at Yuletide, f 3 7]
when they are denied such Juicy benefits as the 13- BN
month pay, bonus, incentive allowances, and rice ra-
tions, granted only to a privileged few, They are

(Page 5, please)

project has beep reversed (Page 6, please)

NATIONALIST ALTERNATIVE

Development issues

by RENATO CONSTANTINO

PART VI

The most basic questions that confront Filipinos
today revolve around the neocolonial economy and
the IMF-World Bank programs that are consolidat-
Ing neocolonial structures in the Philippines,

It seems to be taken for granted that the coun.
try's course of development Is to be based on the ac-
tivities of the transnationals. There appears to be
a commitment to the transformation of the colonial
economy into a modern neocolonial one which {fits
into the new international division of labor.

Not only all Philippine administrations, but also
their conventional oppositions, were and are to a
large extent captives of the developmental concepts
laid down by the advanced capitalist countries and
thelr transnational corporations, There is an em.
phasis on growth which depends on forelgn invest-
ments and which s oriented towards exports. This
developmental concept promises a rise in the living

(Page 4. please)
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Editorial

KEEP IT HONEST

The stigma of the 1978 interim Batas:
Pambansa elections, particularly th:rliss‘gmsféicgl
ML aseoui0 Manila, is sull fresh in the minds of
the electorate. The bitter experience of wanton
cheating in the IBP polls is, in fact, turnin
1?:;‘ ;e:’t';a;n 1segments. of Metro Manila votergs

actively participating i
o e 1{3 p rticipating in the January 30

Unless the people are assured
forthcoming elections for local ol‘fic‘:til:ll: \::]If
be homest and free and that the will of the
voters will not be subverted by the manipula-
tions which characterized the 1978 polls, the
credibility of the whole political oxercise will
fore\:;lr be questioned.

Yhe supreme need is )
elections _fair, honest ond fi‘c;aij‘e'lglll)jsufl:;n lgg?l
be done if the government is sincere in it}é
protestation that everything will be done r:o
keep them so and, equally important, the vo-
:gr;lsdi\g:lliestﬁnd for their right to ch’oose the
" tes they w i '
rules are obse};'veilm‘;;;naai? el iprighe

KAY GANDA NG ATING MUSIKA

Tila umunlad na nga ang ati :

nlad g ating bayan
At may disiplina na ang ating mga kababayan
Kaya’t noong iniutos iyan firecracker ban
Di ba sumunod lahat tayn diyan?

At_, ang mga driver ng sasakyan

Hindi na pumaparada kung saan saan
Syempre kung saan may ‘No Parking Sign’
Doon lang ninjyo laging matatagpuan

Sa mga busy intersection ng atin
s ction g lansangan
May uagﬂtmda ng sigarilyo sa gitna ng dgan
May driver pang humihinto at nakakaharang
Di naman) bibili kung hindi makikisindi
lamang

Tyong mga sidewalk vendors na pinagbibigyan
Na.'ogupado na nila ang buc'ng'pbsmgkata{.ﬁr
Naibigay pa sa kanila ang isang buong plaza
Baka sumunod na riyan ang Luneta

Walang umiiral ngayon kundi ang batas

Pantay pantay na tayong lahat, mahina
at malakas

At wala na ngayon dating politika

Kay ganda ng ating musika

joaquin r. roces
1980
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WHY SHOULD CAREER MEN RUN?

Why should dedicated

career officials in thg gov-
ernment who have attained
stature iy their respective

professiong run for elective
positiong In local govern-
ments?

'Thig question is Intrur
ging a lot of people both
i, Melro Mangla acd in
thie provinces. Easily, the
names of Civil Service
Commissioner Jacobg Cla-
ve (who ig running as vice
governor of Pangasinan
under the KBL banner).
vourt of Appeals Justice
Justiniano Cortez (who has
Leen proclaimed the guber-
patorial candidate cof the
KBL i Cagayan province),
and Western Police District
Superintendent Jimmy
Earbers come into promi-
nence in coffee shop talks.

Take the case of Jimmy
Earbers. He ig one public
oificial whose reeord is en-
viable and one who has
practically devoted the
best yearg of his life to the
police service In fact, out
of his 55 years, Jimmy
Tiarbers spent 34 years in
serving the police force:
from & man on the beat
shortly after Worlg War

1, he rose from one rank
to another, marked by
bravery in action, intelli-
gence in police administra-

{ion, and honesty and infe-

p1ity ip the discharge of

his duties. It was no sur-
prise that two yearsg Ago.

Ye was appointed the first

“Police General' 1, the

ecountry's history. As head

of the premier police foree,{ vote

By JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

ly government, After all
Jimmy Barbers may yet
prove 10 be the guy Wwho
cap truly inject @ new vi-
vion in public admimstra-
tion.

The Marcog dynasty 1S
assuretl. The Marcoseg only
son, Bongbong, has been
proclaimed official candi-
date of the KBL for vice
gevernor in llocos Norie.
The 21-year-old Marcos, Jr
will be the running mate of
hig aunt, reclectionist Gov-
ernor Elizabeth Marcos-
Rocka.

The sure winners in the
coming elections won't be
1he local officialg voted
upon by the people The
veal winner will be M.
Voter himself. He will cer-
tainly get a slice of the
campaign fund cake from
candidates who would ca-

gerly dole out money to
Lring ip the votes.
Advertising and public

relations practitioners,
printers, and other polili-
cal leaders, will likewise
have a grand time About
time that money circulates
among the péople and not
hwarded by just a few indi-
viduals.

Concerned Filipinos
should not only go out and
in the coming local

his distriet wop the Presi- " glections They ghould see

ilential Award as
best pelice force in
Philippineg twice in a row

Now, he's in the hustlings
as a candidate for vice
mayor of Manila. The ques-
tion is: Why is he entering
politics?

Only Jimmy Barbers
knows the answer to this
question, But certainly, the
loss of the police service
ghould be a gain to the ci-

the, to it that their ballots are
the

counted. They have the sa-
cred duty to protect their
votes. For as long as there
s massive watching du-
ring the ballot-counting,
*artll for as long as the vVo-
ters will be determined in
making the elections honest
and fair, cheaters and ma-
nipulators will have a hard
time carrying out their
schemes.

~ VIEW-
POINT

LEGACY OF COM1

AISSIONER PEREZ

By RAUL M. GONZALEZ

Late last year there was

much publiclzed “re-
yamp' in the BIR which
Wos ordered by My, Mar-
cos in a cosmelic display
of cleansing his adminis-
{ratiop of undesirables. He
started witlt {he BIR—the
government pureaucracy
which he dubbed 2s “rot-
oy to the core’’. People
thought that other govern-
went agencles will be the
next target but other than
the Professional Regula-
tion Comimission where
the various examin{ng
hoards are noWw undergoing
{nvestigations, nothing
more has been heard about
this anti-graft drives.

Let us look back at that
BIR “purge . 1 just re-
Jetier drom a very
highly knowledgeabit
source in the BIR who
termed the so-called purge
as never siicerely and
nonestly effected to ac
{ually clean the burcau of
graf[ers and rascals’. Ac-
cording to my informant.
he supposed revamp, €5°
pecially on the BIR Regior
nal Directors wag a big
farce because the sundesi-

celved d

rables and grafters were
not touched; they were
choice

even promoted to
assignments"”

To prove hig point  my
informant mentioned that
*of the four Regional Di-
rectors “‘purged’, one has
been seriously ill, almosl
a vegelable in a hospital
{or the past many months,
{herefore already incapaci-
tated; another has already
a “green card’ as a resi-
dent dependent in the s
and has long signified his
desire to retire; another
Ui has actually resigned
five months before the re-
vamp”. In other words, ol
of 17 Regional Directors,
only four were touched
and those touched, three
were really on the way out
by circumstances. My in-
formant added that the
most perplexing thing
about the “purge” was that
criginally ten out of the
1Y Regional Directors were
livted for purging by Com-
missioner Plana but due to
sitong pressure thig 10
were "“saved” and the four
actually hooted out were
not evep in the original
hst, What happened along
the way?

Added my informant:
“one of those retained and
even “promoted” in assign-
ment owns a siring of ap-

artment houses, fleetg of
cors, assetg by the mil
lions”, One went around

ihe world with his family
and spent hundreds of
ihousands Jjust a few
monthg befor, the revamp
bui was transferred from
a Western Visayas pro-
vince to a big province in
Mindanao Another one
wag formerly assigned in
the Bicol Reglon angd was
transferred to a city up
northr bringing his emplo:

yee-girlfriend along . . .

» * -

Obviously the elections
in January 30, 1980 will be
the valedictory of Chair-
map Leonardo Perez and,
if 1 understand it correctly,
also of Commissioner Flo-
recs Bayot, from the Co-
melec. Both gentlemen will,
therefore, preside over a
national exercise of sover-
eign power, for the last
time.

Considering the lopsided
selting against the opposi-
tion ip this elections due to
the very constricted cam-
paign period and the ad-
ministration candidates
keing backed by the mar:
tial law powers of WMr.
Marcos, the specter of mi-
litary arrests anytime, the
raassive resourceg of gov-
ernment and the built-in
resources of incumkency,
many people are asking
now  Messrs. Perez, et al
will perform in thig coming
political exercise. Of course
if the last Batasan election
could be any gauge—whsn

the Comelec became the
instrument in the massive
as-

fraudg committed to
cure the KBL victory, then
there is not much hopg for
ihe people ip January 30.
Afterall, it is the same Co-
melec which would be run-
ning the show and many
ol the incumbents who
were in the forefront in
the frauds and terrorism
are still very much around
many of them declared as
KBL candidates.

L - »

The questiong many pco-
ple ask, among others are:
(1) will the ballot boxes
upain be filled even before
the balloting staris? (2}
will the soldiers again ar-
rive by the thousands, liv:
ing in tenig In yariotls mi-
lilory camps around Mani-
la before the elections s
4s to vote fop KBL? (3)
will the polling places be
“losed to opposition watch:
ors during the counting?
(4) will the Tanods witl
{heir truncheons, bacled
Ly soldiers and police be
the symbols at the polling
precincts as it was last
April (5) will election ret
turng be finished even be-
fore the counting begins?
() will policemen manu
facture ballots and vote re-
peatedly as they did last
April?

What legacy Mr. Perez
and his fellow Constitutio-
unl  “puardians”’ of the
sanctity of the ballot will
do, only time will tell. I
hope they will realize that
therg is history to be writ-
ten for the next genera-
tions of Filipinos Tt is my
hope and prayer that more
than their cannine devotion
t the power that placed
them where they now are,
is the greater infterests of
(he nation.



METRO|
MANILA
NEWSI

Mathay is

President Marcos has
appointed Ismael A, Ma-
thay, Jr. vice governor of
the Metrg Manila  Com-
nussion, replacing his ori-
ginal appointment as as-
sistant 1o the governor, in-
formegq MMC sources have
tolg WE.

Mathay, Jr. ig scheduled
t¢ take his oath before the

Vice-Gov. MATHAY

Fresident on the first
working day of January,
1980,

With this development,
observers believe that Ma-
thay, Jr. is out of the run-
ning ag official KBL can-
didate for mayor of Que-
zon City.

It algo assures QC Ma-
vor Adelina S Roirguez
of nominatio,, as standard
bearer of the majority par-
ty in the city for the local
Jan, 30 elections.

NEW BUDGET
OPERATIONAL

Metropolitan Manjla be-
gins to operate under the
1980 consolidateq budget
calling for total expendi-
tures of P1,291,475.772
gtarting Jan. 1, 1980, This
is P283-million more than
the 1979 outlay,

Major thrust of the bud-
get, as drawn up by Met:o
Manila Gov, Imelda R. Mar-
cog, is the satisfaction of
the 11 basic needs of man,
such ag food, employment,
shelter, water, health, mo-
bility, sports, culture,
beautification, ete,

The finance office of the
Metro Manila Commission
Is rushing the preparation
of the budgets of the four
citics and 13 municipali-
ties. MMC sources told this
newspaper that pending
receipt of the printed co-
ples of {lz voluminous
consolidated budget, mi-
meographed copieg of the
budget of each loecal gov-
ernment, as ckayed by the
MMC, will be sent to the

rnayor of each city and
town.
It wag reported that

such copies will be sent by
the MMC to the citles and

munjcipaliticg by the se-
cond week of January,
1980,

Previously, MMC Finance
Asgistant Mauro G. Cala-
guio haq plven the assu-
runce that the approved

..,- biggest buugelaly

vice gov r

budgel of each city and

towir would be reauy lor
distributioy  before the
start of the new calendar
year.

I'te Metro Manila Com-
nission, dor 1Yey, nas a
budger ol P340-million, as
conpared o thig yedrs
PZou,b14,400. Auihorized
expenditures in 1950, how-
gver, add up to PJIL0-mii-
lion.

lvangla, as usual, hag the
appro-
priation flor next year, Lo
falling r478,161,47v, with
aulhorized expendilureg ol
140, (08,230, This year
(1979) the city ls opera-
ting on an outlay ol F3%0-
26b,3bT.

Quezop City ranks se-
cona, with 241,517,660,
with authorized expendi-
wires of 1234,825197. The
1979  oullay oggregaled
12.67,295,915.

Caloocap City's budge-
tary oullay for 1980 101_&15
PG, 825,099, with autho-
1jzed expenditures  of
67,694,049, Thig year's
Ludget is 247,750,513.

Pasay City's budget for
next year amounts to
P52,266,519, with autho:
rized expenditures of P52-
266,519.

Among the 13 towns,
Makati leads with a total
appropriation  of P128,
526,590 followed by Pasig
with P46,690,127; while
Mandaluyong is third wilh
P40,610,210.

The outlays of the other
municipalities for 1980 are:
Paranaque — PP36,818,170;
Malabon—"P22,081,462; Va-
lenzuela—P18,536,966; Ma-
rikina—P17,856,669; Mun-
tinglupa—P17,797,000: San
Juan—P16,088,345; Lag Pi-
fins—P14,615,630; Navotas
—P7,868,143; Toguig —
P7,059478; and Paterog —
'1,683,561.

ATTEN TION
LANDOWNERS’

All owners and adminis-
trators ol real properiv
throughout the cruntry
must file sworn statements
on the true market value
of their holdings with
their provincial, city and
municipal assessors witlin

the first six months ol
1950,
Such filing 1° i, prepa-

ration to the general revi-
sion of real properiy as-
gsessments starting on July
1, 1981 and ending on June
30, 1982, The new assess-
ments will take effect on
Jan. 1, 1983.

This Is provided for
Presidential Decreg
1621 which amendg PD
464 otherwise known as
thg Real Property Tax
Code. The new necree pro-
vides for a general cevision
of properly assessments
every thres years. Under
PD 464, revislon ls done
every [ive years,

The last revision was
conductled iy 1978 with the
new assessments taking
effect thig year (1979) In

in
No,

Metro Manila, the revised
ossessmentg increased Luom
40 to over 200 percent
iureing property owiners
Lo pay hiked real property
laxeg by the same percen-
tuges Slarting this year.
In reducing the period
jur the revision of real
propecty assessments from
five to three years, PD
1621 which was issued
April 19, 1979 took into
account “the rapid pace
of urban development, (as
a result ol which) market
volues of real properiy
tend lo rise abruptly be-
fore the next general revi-
sjon period due to the sa-
lutary effects of completed
infrastructure und otler

socio-economic projects.”
The cily assessors of
Manila, Quezon City, Ca-

loocay City ang Pasay Ci-
y and the mumicipal as-
sessors of the 13 municipa-
lities within Metro Manila
are expecled lo initiate an
information campaign to
uform all preperty own-
crs of the nead for them
to file thely sworn state-
mentg during the period,
Jan. 2 to June 30, 1980,

PD 1621, however, pro-
vides one benefit for pro-
perty owners. Under Sec.
3 of thg decree, the ex-
r0l one per cent tax for the
pal per cent fax fir the
Special Education Fund is
increased from P3,000 to
P5000. The one percent
aldilional tax on real pro-
perty is mandated bv RA
No. 5447,

Landowner
gives 0K to
road project

CALOOCAN CITY—The
stumbling block to the
immediate construction of
the six-kilometer cirexmfie-
rential road in the cily's
underdeveloped “bukid”
area was finally removed
when Mrs, Perpetua Mano-
tok-Bocanegra gave her
consent to the use of a
portion of her Jand for the
projected thoroughfare.

Mrs, Bocanegra went to
City Hall last Dec 29 and
told Acting City Mayor
Virgilio P. Kobles that she
is willing to sell a portion
of the property neceded for
the road-right-ofway.

The price of the land,
however, was not taken up

und will be subject to fu-
ture negoltiations,
tobles sald that 20,000

square meters of the Ma-
notok estatg i Barangay
Kaybiga are needed for
the 20-meter wide circum-
ferential road. The road
slortg in Kaybiga.

With the consent of Mrs,
Bocanegra secured the
construction of the road
project will now continue
thie city executive said.

Larlier, Mrs. Bocanegra,
who owns the Manotok
Realty Corp, objected to
the uge of a portion of her
lund for thg six-kilometer
road project Asgistant Ci-
ty Engineer Roberto Cor-
dero, however, was ablg to
convinee her to change her
mind.

Construction of thg “bu-
lid" road long a (ream
ol previous city adminis-
trations, will open the ru-
ral area of Caloocan fto
economic development.

The “bukid® area comprl-
ses some two-thirds of the
entlre city
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1935 CONSTITUTION

Democracy in RP

By

DR JUAN M. ARREGLADO
Governor of Philconsa and
Secretary-General of Philippine
Ambassador Association

fue Lyso Consululioa,
hhe Ule DeCdlugue, con-
Lullis numerous “Lnow shat
Inuts, lney are all ad-
cl'essed 1o Boverpment and
ticy say, in elicci; “lhus
lar soalt thou go and no
rther an vestnicuug gl
vioual Ireedont” The Cons-
Lilduon 1s Lor the proiee-
Lion ol mndiviaual  rgnts
buthh agaiust the govern-
mient and against majori-
Lies. No nalion ig worthy
to be called a republic
v.lierg majority rule is not
resiricted by constitutional
minorily protection. Other-
wise the passion or the
caprice of the majority
dal any time is the suprem*
low of the land, and no
man’s life, hiberty or pro-
perty is secure, Fidelity to
the fundamental law
(which may well be ealled
“constitutional morality™)
is the only indispensahle
condition upopn which the
success and permanence of
every fres government de-
pends. Thus, it can be said
that the men who designe(
the 1935 constitutional
system distrusted govern-
ment as much &8s they
trusted their own ability
1o govern themsslves un-
der God's commandments.
They realized that the ser-
vival of our system would
depend upon th. strength
of Individual character ra-
ther than upon strong and
gireamlined government

Under natural law there
cannot exist a paternalis-
tic republic. There never
has been and there never
will be a paternalistic ro-
public. A government

PART III

strong enough v do things
lor  everybody will be
slrong enougn 1o do things
lent that government be-
comes palecnallsue, L ne-
1o everybudy. To the ex-
cesgarily lakes conurol ol
cvery Inan's acuvities and
appropriales the lruits ol
lug lavors, When govern-
ruent becomes colernmnols
with sociely as Lhe socar
lists, communists, contruol-
is18 and wellare-sLalers
plan it W be, the govern-
uenl Callioy luncaon as a
pepuvhic, thag s, by deios
CrallC Prucesses, ﬁlly muoie
thun an army Cun lunction
by wernocrauc procusses. 1t
can tunctivn ouly by and
Liwougn Llle processvs ol
cyeiatorship,

Demagougues mislead the
pecple into the beliet that
government pussesses Lhe
wisdom and power of dei-
ly. Slalesmep never cont
1ise government with God,
T'hey know that g.vern-
nient has no wealth and
no power except what ci-
uzeng put into it, that the
functions of government
are administered by ave-
rage men, and that pla-
cing a man in office does
not change the chemistry
ol his character or con-
vert mediocrity into pge-
nius,

The strength of a nation
is 10 be fornd in its think-
ing. Men have great ener-
gy and that force must
have an outlet. The curb-
ing of thig naturally fres
aclivity, by whatever
means, inevitably brings
about frustration of moral
man, Let us illustrat, this

point by the example of
over-legislation — legisla-
tion which satg ceilings
upop men'’s acfivities. Such
legislation resultg in the
lowering of moral tone. In
tlig long run, over-legisla-
liop is Just ag destructive
to  moral responsipility
when if is enacted to meet
social betlerment concepts.
You can't legislale inio the
individual such aitributes
as hope, growth, or mora-
lity. It has often been
tried, and ag often it has
failed. Good legisialion
lays down rules for gui-
dunte as we undertake the
free way of life, of perso-
nal responsibllity It stops
there. It does not try 10
gapplant moral growth,
restrictions, limit inven-
nor by creating security
tiveness and faith, When
men are held down by cei-
lings, life that is intended
lo sublimate the physical
side of life sets up false
villues, which if no{ met
cause baffled persons to
despair. Morality flourishg
only when men are held
responsible for the reve
lopment of their own lives

There are thase who
look to the central govern-

ment to foist more and
more conlrols upon our
economic  sysiem, But

piecemeal introduction of
contols has a way of ga-
thering momentum and
cnn only result in erippling
the fres enterprise system.
The atmosnhere created by
government controlg is nnt
ligely to  encourage the
vndertaking of risks, of

(Page 4, please)

RP’s No. 1 barangay

QUEZON CIlTY—Baran-
guy Sausalan, In the tewn
ol Lambayong, now Ma-
riuno Marcos, in Sullan
iudarat, won the top prize
i the “Kaunlaran Baran-
gay (9" contest.

Lsavangay Sadsalan will
receive a caslt  prize of
120,000, while ilg Baran-

TOP
PRO

CALOOCAN CITY—Ce-
sar H, Tolentino, press re-
lations officer of this city,
wig recently awarded a
plaque of recognition for
bhis outstanding perfor-
mance in the public service
by the Far East Social and
Civie Organizalion headed
by its president Dominga
I Flores.

Tolentino Joined the lo-
cal government when he
was appointed last year
by Mayor Virgillo P. Ro-
bles, -

Tolentino was cited [or
his exemplary and dedicit
e service to the people
of this eity.

e was also an awardeoe
in the Kaunlaran award
Y for hig leadership in
civie undertakings

guy Captain Leonardg Ba-
se und sabalaang baran-
gay chapman Antonio L.
Vg, will ger plagues for
Lthewr ouistanuing leader-
ship 7, community deve:
lepment.

I'ne annual Kaunlaran
Baranguy contest, now in
itg oth year, is a joinl pro-
Ject of they Rotary Club of
Makat and the Ministry of
Local Government and
Community Development.

The projeet is aimeg at
mobilizing community

re-

sources in undertaking
projecis and activities
through the spirit of co-
operanon and szil-rehance,
Commodore Jose V, An-
drada, chairman of the
contest  committee, said
that among Lhe criteria for
sclection are: economijc —
40 poinls; social/culiural
— 30 points; and political

~— 30 points
According lo Andrada,
the other winners are:
Barangay Saj, Andres: San
GPage 4, please)
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BUSII:IESS DIRECT ORY * LEGAL NOTICES

Republie of the Philippines
IN THE COURT OF FIRST INSTANCE OF RIZAL
SEVENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
Branch XVI — Quezon City

IN THE MATTER OF THE INTESTATE
ESTATE OF FAUSTO A UY,
SP. PROC. Q-27587
ROBERT L. UY,
Petitioner,
E — = -_ X

NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Letters of Administration having been issued in the
above.entitled case in favor of ROBERT L. UY of No. 67
Nicanor A. Roxas St., Quezon City.

NOTICE 1S HEREBY GIVEN requiring all persons hav
ing claims-for money against the decedent Fausto A. Uy,
arising from contract, expressed or implied, whether the
same be due, not due, or contegent, for funeral expenses or

expenses for the 1last sickness of the said Fausto
A. Uy, and judgment for money against him, to file said
claim with the undersigned Branch Clerk of Court, Court
of First Instance of Rizal, Branch XVI, Quezon City, sit-
ting at the 6th floor, New City Hall Building, East Avenue,
Diliman, Quezon City, within six (6) months from date of
first publication of the notice, serving a copy upon afore-
mentioned Robert L. Uy, the appointed Administrator of
the estate of the decedent,

Let the Notice be published at the expense of the peti.
tioner in the newspaper of general circulation selected by
ralfle in the Province of Rizal and in this City, once a week
for three (3) consecutive weeks, to which newspaper, this
Notice was assigned after a raffle duly held pursuant to
Rep. Act 4569, as amended by Rep, Act No. 4883, and further
amended by Presidential Decree No. 19, dated October 11,
1972,

Witness the Honorable Sergio A. F. Apostol, Judge of
this Court this 3rd day of December, 1979.

(Sgd.) VIRGINIA M. PAGOROGON
Officer.in.Charge
CF1 Branch XVI — Quezon City
Dec 22, 20, 1979; Jan. 6, 1980

EXTRA JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

OF ESTATE WITH 'OWER TO COLLECT
Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late
Eulalio [Rassurreccion, Sr. who dled intestate on Sept-
ember 28, 1070, consisting of a savings deposit with the
Banco Filipino Savings and Mortgage Bank; Sta. Cruz,
Manila branch, amounting to P'6565.76 was extra-judi
cially settled by his helrs with power to collect as per
Doc. No. 483, Page No, 08, Book No, XII, Series of 1879,

of Notary Publle Domingo A. Mendez of Manila.

Dee, 22, 20, 1979; Jan. 5, 1980

(from pave 3)

DEMOCRATIC. ..

venluring iutu new bedds.
llusiness  cunnol  uperale

should guard against ac-
(idescencg Lo tue theory

DEVELOPMENT ISSUES.. (from page 1)

standards of the mass of the people through the
trickle-down effect. Thus, there has been a frenetic
campailgn to open Philippine shores to transnational
companles and to seek loans for {nfrastructure pro.
Jects which primarily service these companies. At
the same time, there are attempts to forestall or mi-
nimize discontent by alleviating the condition of the
downlrodden through various impact projects whose
effectivity is at best temporary and partial. What
impact projects really sell are hopes, vain hopes for
the future while the standard of living steadily de-
teriorates almost in inverse proportion to the indi-
cators of growth which benefit only a limited local
sector and the foreign Investors,

Evangelists of Dependence

The present orientation of the Philippine econo-
my is implemented largely by local evangelists of
dependence. The spokesmen of imperialism have in-
filtrated every means of communication to spread
the ideas of neocoloniallsm. Their principal task dur-
ing this period of serfous economic crisis is to dis-
tort the national thinking so that the real root of
the problem may continue to remain concealed from
the people.

An elite group impressively called the “techno-
crats’ is now a permanent and prominent feature of
the administrative and corporate landscape. These
Individuals have invaded the policy and implement-
ing arms of both government and private institutions,
They occupy important positions in government de-
partments concerned with finance and fiscal policy,
foreign investments, economic planning and agricul-
_ture, precisely the areas where nationalist initiative
i1s needed. Because they are not politicians, their de-
cisions tend to escape scrutiny especially since the
popglar belief i that, like sclentists, they deal ob-
Jectively with facts. Objectivity is a myth and facts
are susceptible to a wide range of interpretation
which depends to a great extent on training, orienta-
tion and motivation.

Many of these men were trained in the United
States. Some were selected for higher studies by their
respective schools precisely because treir predisposi-
tions and their records qualified them for the deep.
ening of their academic bias in favor of the Ameri-
can viewpoint. Those who studied on their own either
came from familles that could easily afford to pay
for their foreign education or from middle-class fa-
milies who willingly sacrificed present comforts to
invest in a foreign degree which would assure their
children positions in thls growing category of digni.
fied hirelings.

Their thoroughgoing American orientation as-
sures their trainers that in making the decisions for
this country, they will not stray very far from the
American point of view. They are the Trojan horses
within the policy-making bodies of government and
local business.

Their connections abroad assure goodwill for the
employers they serve. This is what makes them a
commodity in great demand. Their familiarity with
the rheteric, the equipment and the thinking of the
technocracy of an advanced country makes them in-
valuable assets to any business dependent on foreign
accommodation or to any government entity in need
of “aid.” These institutions know that the Americans
have great faith in their trainees.

will be the overthrow ol
cur governmenl éas a wus
teeship, and our Constitu-

pect government to  pro-
vide securily from the cra-
dle to the grave. The theo!

successiully 1 an econuliut
cidence thai in recenl de
sirail-jucket. It is no culn-
vades LNnouse CuLllliLnes
where a lugnly cenlrulized
governiment conuwols pro-
wuctien and distribution,
thoughi is muzzied and the
lubor prison camp is the
eventual destination of the
political dissenter

Every dictatorship in
the world during the lasl
wo decades has been Lhe
progduct of a democralc
constitution that failed La-
bera! governments failed
because the people, mis-
taking liberty 1o mea; re-
laxing of individual eflor:s,
transferred lo their pgov-
ernment responsibilities
too vast for government
to bear, unless it hag dic-
{ntorial powers. Demago-
gues baijled electoral traps
with glittering promises,
ond when i power they
iried to redeem them, with
the result that the govern-
ment mired in a bog of bu:
reaucracy, became such a
fiscal and administrative
sungle, that a dictatorship
was an acceptablg alter-
native to its chmos.

Government spending is
{the Achilles’ heel of Cons-
titetlonal government. We

that the taking and spend-
g powers ol government
is unlimited and could be
used for purposes of the
general wellare—purpcses
fur determination under
pressurg by administrative
officialg and minority
groups, withoul regard to
the reserved powers of the
people themselves. Since
ne politiclan  ecan make
money Erow on irees, these
promiseg can be redeemed
only at the expense of pro-
perly owners of the Phi-
lippines. if ceiling 15 placed
tn the power of the gov:
ernment to levy and cnol-
leet taxes from the people
the Inevitable result will
be that by the procesg of
faxing and spending, the
property of a minority of
the people may bg confis-
cnted and trapsferred 1o
thre majority of the people
or even to a sufficiently
¢trong  minority group,
which means, in other
words, the destruction of
the private enterprise sys
tem. Let us remember at
all times that the power
nf the purse is th, preat-
esl which a free people
possess to hold in check
their public officials, With-
cut that power, the result

tion will become Insufti-
cient to control the gover-
nors.

If we wish o sec gene:
ral welfare prevail in ow
country, the best way to
ensure its prevailing 1s to
give lo every individual
free play for hig initiative
and arbitions, so far as
that free play is conslstent
willr every other person's
rights, No man can truly
udvance himself withoul
advancing hig community
Soclety profits from the
achievements of the crea-
tive and business genius
or talentg of individuals
A system which encou
rages its citizens to rely
on government for securi-
iy, rather than their own
individual enterprise, en-
courages a natlon of weal-

lings. And a nation of
weaklings has never sur-
vived,

There are, of course

many fleldg n which gov-
ernment can and should
operate to  provide im-
proved living  conditions
health, and security for
unforfunate citizens. But
nothing could be more de
vastating to a strong and
virile natlon thap to en-
courage its citlzeng o ex-

ry thal government should
provide everything has
never, throughout all histo-
ry, brought anything butl
regimentation 1o man, and
the ulumate destruction ol
lus Ireedom as an  indivi-
cual,

Collectivism Versug
Individualism

The conflict i mosl
countries today, including
our own, is one of Indlvi-
vidualism versug collecti
vism, which is basically
one of the nature of man
himself. Is man's best in-
{ellectual and moral power
to be found in individual
effort ang private initia
tive? Or is he, like most
animals, best adapted to
runhing ip the herd and
Ilindly following the lea-
der?

The issue of the current
tendencies of government
toward controlism and
collectivism has a  direcl
hearing on the question of
private enterprise and In-
dividual freedom. Basical-
ly the question is one of
legal polity The two op-
posing polilical foress re:
rresent the struggle bat-
ween the supremacy of an
independent judiciary and
that of ap administrative

The fate of underdeveloped countries like the Phil-
ippines must be decided py the people, not by the
elite, The struggle against elitism must include the
exposure of these technocrats. They constitute a new
weapon in the neocolonial armory which guarantees
to the metropolitan power control of both the mate-
rial wealth of the country and the consclousness of
its people long suppressed by a colonial culture,
Demolishing Imperialist Arguments

Let us examine the main arguments presented by
the technocrats and other advocates of foreign In-
vestments.

They say that transnational corporations consti-
tute the principal accelerator of development be.
cause they speed up industrialization, create employ-
ment, transfer technology, bring in capital and gen-
erate foreign exchange earnings,

But what are the realities?

In a country where foreign glant enterprises have
been able to gain enough economic control and to
influence the policies of the host government with
the aid of world financial and banking institutions,
the industrialization which takes place is one which
is controlled by and serves the interests of Interna-
tional capital, This type of development denies that
country any possibility of establishing its own indus.
trial complex. Its economy becomes a mere appendage
of the global giants, the whole country a sweatshop
with an unlimited supply of cheap labor. A case in
point is the sintering company that the Philippines
acquired through the peculiar kindness of Japan’s
Kawasaki Stee]l Corporation.

Residents of Chiba Prefecture where Kawasaki
has its steel mill filed a lawsuit against the corpora-
tion demanding that it suspend construction of its
sintering plant. Pollution has been the plague of
Chiba, The sea has a coffee color and the air is a
dirty violet smog. People have permanent sore throats
and coughs. A company official of Kawasakl in-
formed the court in September 1975 that the sinter-
ing plant would be transferred from Chiba to Min-
danao. This s what he said:

Although a sintering plant is an indispensable
part of a steel plant, it also produces more air-
polluting materials than any other part of the
plant. Therefore, we at Kawatetsu, Kawasaki Steel,
have decided to build the new sintering plant
which is needeq for the 6th blast furnace in a
foreign country even though this involves over-
coming difficulties connected with the loading,
unloading and transportation to prevent pulver-
{zation of the sintered ore, The new sinter plant
{s now under construction in Mindanao, Philip-
pines as part of Japan's economic aid to that
country.

The effects of “Japan's economic aid” to the Phil-
ippines are already being felt. Some Filipino workers
at the sintering plant are already suffering from
asthma. Dead fish have been found in the canal near
the plant and fishermen in the area report that the
volume of their catch has decreased considerably.
Two thousand people comprising 110 households were
evicted to make way for the construction of the
plant; out of this number, Kawasaki employed only
75 persons, Economic projects designed to provide
additional jobs have failed.

Dependence on a New Level

The united and determined Japanese citizens of
Chiba got rid of part of their pollution while apa-
thetic, ignorant, easily fooled Filipinos and avaricious
Filipino businessmen have accepted the polluting
plant in their midst, The sintering plant has been
hailed as the initial step toward a local steel industry.
Actually, the ore that is sintered js not for Philip-
pine use but is exported to the main company in
Chiba, Japan. Moreover, the ore comes from Austra.
lia and Brazil. This so-called Iindustrialization will
not lead to a basic sleel industry, Rather, it will
make the Philippines more dependent on the devel-

(Page 5 please)

RPSNO.1.. (from page 3)
Mateo in Tsabela— second
prize (P14,000) and Baran-
gay  Malicboy, Pagbilao,
Quezon—ithirg prize (PG

000). The prizes will be gi-
ven to e winperg by the
Makoti Rotary Club at its
meoting on Jan. 15, 1980
—ROD 0. FRANCITA

infected.

As an indication of the
infection, we may well
consider the immense bo-
dy of rules and regulations
promulgated by the diffe-
rent departments, burcaus
and agencies of our Gov-
crnment, with theg force of
law and enforced, not ip &
court of law, but befcre
{he very bureaus angd agen-
cies whiclr made the rules
We may well ask whether
such bureavs ant agencies
do not lhereby becomg le
grislator, judge, and execur
{ive all rolled into. in di-
rect conflict with our ju-

bureaucracy.

Today we are being told
that a constitutional demo~
cracy ig a contradiction in
terms; that the Bl of
Iuights is founded on 18th
ceatury philosophical ideag
of natural vighty which
the mudery world has out~
jzrown; thil the geparaton
wi powers and conse(|llent
ligh pegition of the judi-
ciary In oup polity ig not
more than 18th century
political fashion, based on
a mistaken notion of the
Brilish constituton of that
time. In the rise of poli-
{leal hbsolutism through-
out the world, we 100;
gshow signs of becoming

ridieal system

(TO BE CONTINUED)




¥

WHAT ARE OUR..

the privilege of the writ
of habeas corpus. In the
cases of Benigno Aquino
Jr. and others, which
were petitions for habeas
corpus, the Supreme
Court by a majority ruled
that implicit in the state
of martial law is the sus.
pension of the privilege
of the writ of habeas cor-
pus with respect to those

MAJORITY OF ONE

tions or parties from fielding candidates in the com.
ing January 30 elections, but they won’t have the
same clout as LABAN In Manila, Blcol Saru in the
Blecol region and Mindanao Alliance in Noethern
Mindanao.

In the rest of the country, candidates for local
posts will have to run elther as independents .or no-
minees of new parties — with all the disadvantages
that such a status lmplles,

Pusyon Bisaya, although previously billed as the
opposition in Central Visayas, has been uncovered
as a ‘“‘company union” funded and controlled by
President Marcos for the apparent purpose of creat-
ing the illusion that democracy exists in this country.

Thus, only in three regons will the government
face a stiff battle, In areas where the KBL reigns
supreme, Marcos proteges will be elected virtually
unopposed.

This was what Marcos meant when he said that
he was worried there would be no opposition outside
Manila, and that KBL aspirants would be fighting
among each other.

Nevertheless, the crisis that i3 martial law has
bred an army of brave souls, who believe that lack-
ing the support of an accredited party and the ad-
vantage of blockvoting, they can still make it.

While it is true that several are actually dis-
gruntled KBL elements whom Marcos foresees will
rejoin his party once elected, their entry contributes
to the polarization of pro-Marcos and anti-Marcos
forces where 1t greatly matters — at the grassroots
level,

The issue, according to the KBL, Is performance
and since provineial governors as well as clty and
town mayors have become mere robots or automa-
tons of the central government, it is Marcos and
not his minions who will be judged in the coming
elections.

By railroading the passage of a special election
law cleverly designed to disqualify known opposli-
tion leaders, and a system of political accreditation
that would leave the KBL as the only national party,
Marcos has ensured the “victory” of his candidates
and prevented opposition groups from using the lo-
cal polls as an opportunity to organize and unite
themselves on a nationwide basis.

These one-sided measures had to be adopted —
with the Interim Batasang Pambansa as a willing
tool — because he knows that in a local election
mass cheating operations are much more difficult
to carry out. The interest in local contests usually
generates a high degree of public vigllance which
discourages the tampering of votes and election re-
turns by either side,

The fact that Marcos has had to resort to mas-
sive cheating In the 1978 electlons, and now to a set
of legislative straitjackets to bind the opposition,
clearly shows that he no longer entertains any doubt
how the people would vote in a free election.

The implication therefore is that he would never
call another election in which he himself would have
to run, Citing world conditions, he has already hint-
ed that after the January 30 polls the country may
not be able to afford holding another electlon “in a
long time."

But how much does an election really cost? About
P50 milllon and I would agree with Mr, Marcos that
this is a large sum that could be used for other, more
essential projects in the countryside,

On the other hand, much more than that is belng
wasted by the government in varlous ways, and If
an clection were to be considered a necessary step
towards political normalization Marcos could well
put a stop to graft end corruption, extravagance and
government overspending se that it can be funded,

No matter what the economic conditions may be
in the 80s, the country ean afford to hold an elee-
tlon, It is Mr. Marcos who cannot afford to face it.

DEVELOPMENT ISSUES. .

oped countries, The country has the minerals and the
resources but these are processed for other forelgn
companies who fn turn sell Filipinos the finished
goods,

Instead of economle Independence, there Is depen-
dence on a new level. Instead of economic develop-
ment which mill benefit the country, there results a
distorted development not responsive to the people's
needs but profitable to the global enterprises. Count-
less examples can be cited to show that many of the
products manufactured in the Philippines serve only
a limited sector and the rest are exported to the
traditlonal markets of the global flrms. Garments,
canned fruit, ear bodies, electronle devices and Instru.-
ments are just a few of them,

(TO BE CONTINUED)

(from page 1)

arrested or detalned for
acts related to the objec-
tive of the proclamation
which is to suppress In-
vasion, insurrection, or
rebellion or to safeguard
public safety against im-
minent danger thereof,
because the preservation
of soclety and national
survival take precedence,
(L-35546, etc.) In my dis.

(from page 1)

(from page 4)

senting opinion, however,
I expressed the view that
there can be no automa-
tic suspension of the pri-
vilege of the writ of ha-
beas corpus because the
Constitution specifically
enumerates when there
can be such a suspension
and the proclamation of
martia] law is not one of
them,

At any rate even if the
Supreme Court Invaria-
bly orders the military
authorities to produce
the person of one Wwho
files a petition for a writ
of habeas corpus and ex-
plain the cause of deten-
Uon, I have yet to see a
decision of the Court or-
dering the release of one
who is being detaineq un-
der an ASSO. On the
contrary what we have
are declsions of the Su-
preme Court in the cases
of Cruz vs, Gatan (74
SCRA 226) and Daifiga.
nan vs. Secretary of Na-
tional Defense, et al. (L-
47540, March 21, 1078).
In the first case, Cruz
was arrested by virtue of
an ASSO for “illegal as-
socation’. On his petition
for a writ of haheas cor-
pus the Court through
its second Division held
that with the proclama.
tion of martial law and
the automatic suspension
of the privilege of the
writ of habeas corpus
with respect to persons
reasonably believed to be
engaged in public disor-
der or formenting it, any
Inquiry by the Court to
the continued detention
of the accused will be
purposeless and the ar-
rest and Indefinite deten-
tion of Cruz is legal. In
the case of Dafiganan,
the accused was Impli-
cated in a case of kid-
papping. In dismissing
the petition for habeas
corpus filedq by Dafiga-
nan's wife, the Court al-
so through Its Second
Division held that inas-
much as the accused Is
being detained under an
ASSO he can be kept in
detention until ordered
released by the President
of the Philippines or the
Secretary now Minisfer
of National Defense and
cannot be ordered re-
leased by means of a writ
of habeas corpus, Not.
withstanding these judl-
eia] pronouncements of
the highest tribunal of
the land, some dare to
say that the Supreme
Court has never denled
the issuance of the writ
of habeas corpus,

My friends, all these
violations and curtail-
ment of rights of the

peonle puaranteed by the
Philippine  Constitution
anrl the Unlversal Decla-
ratlon of Human Rights
were deliberated upon by
the Commission on So-
cial Justlee of the 1979
Manila Synod, during the
Pre.Synod Conference re-
sulting in the adoption
by the Commission of a
Proposal urging the 1ift-
Ine of martlal law,

So much has been sald
about the Manila Svnod’s
resolution on martial law
that I feel free at this
time to make mv own
disclosures on that mat-
ter,

I wag In the Manlia
Synod as a personal de-
legate of His Eminence,
Cardinal Sin, and I was
assigned to sit in the
Commission on Soclal
Justice by the Synod go-

verning body. The Com.
mission was composed of
ordinary simple people
and I may say that we
had only one well-known
personality in education
— Dr, Ariston Estrada.
The others were: Msgr.
Sta. Ana, Msgr. Dalau-
ran, Fr. Dane, all of
whom were parish priests
eéither in rural or de-
pressed areas respective-
ly; Dr, Villafuerte, a doc-
tor of medicine involved
in church lay organiza-
tions, and assstant prin-
cipal in a Catholic school,
Alfonso Villanueva; the
Mother prioress of the
Benedictine, Sr. Irene,
another sister Asuncion,
CICM, both of whom
were exposed to the con.-
ditlon of workers, slum-

(Page 6, please)

AMERICAN ...

(from page 1)
newspapers. 'Lk AP siory
was, however, the head-
line of WE in its Vol. 3
No. 34 issue of Dec. 1521,
1979,

In hig statement, Kenn¢
dy said Americans must
be concerned —over the
“suppression of freedom in
{lie Philippines, over 1he:
indefinite continuation ol
martial Jaw tnder the rule
of one person, over the in-
creased reportg of torture
and executions in the pro-
vinces, and over the cor-
ruption and misallocation
of scarce economic Té&
cources that should be de-
voled to the needs of the
Philippine people - ‘

Tn answering Kennedy's
remarks, the Chamber sai.d
that “Marcos bold experi-
ment in government away
from a system we Ame-
ricans decided would be
best . . . caused hardly
any suspension of personal
freedoms.”

“1t would seem from
your comments that you
have vnfortunately Ibe-.rn
taken in by recent critical
and biased forelgn mm}ia
reporting on the Philip-
pines,’ the letter added.

“"We would strongly sug-
pest that befors you criti-
cize conditiong In a coun-
try that is one of the best
friends Americay has any-
where in the world, you
take time to spend a few
days here to see for your-
solf what is going on.

WHY LABAN

(from page 1)

the following reasons:
«1 The holding of the
election was ordered std-
denly by Mr. Marcos with
only a thirty (30) day pe-
riod for the partles to or-
ganize and eamnpnien, af
ter he has told the nation
that local alectlons would
be held in December 1980
or January 1981 if do-
mestic and international
developments permit. Tt
is clearly Impossible to
print and distribute the
hallols with the necessa.
ry safeguards against
frand within the thirty
(30) day period. Nor Is
it possible to weed out
the leglons of spurious
voters n that short time.
“9. The election 1is se-
lective In that: firstly, the
Metro Manila Governor
js placed bevond the peo:
ple’s verdiet and only the
mavors and vice-mayors
of the ecities and munlel-
palities which are under
the Metro Manlla Gover-
nor’s control woulg be
subjected to the vote,

and, secondly, while all
municipalities

the and

WE *

SPEAK UP ...

much neglected, despite the fact that they constitute
about 159 of the country’s electorate. Indeed, no
one in the higher councils of government is con-
cerned enough to take the cudgels in their favor,
unlike those on behalf of the laboring classes in the
prtfvat;z Sector. Why this discrimination in favor of
a few

However, the worst inequality is found in the
disparity of compensation among the various gov-
ernment workers, considering that almost all of them
perform the same tasks. Certain offices and agencies
of the state receive more pay than those in the bu.
reaus and provincial units. This {s so, despite the
Constitutional provision that enjoins the standard-
Ization of salaries in the natlonal government, Evi-
dently, this mandate has been ecircumvented by the
adoption of the so-called “special compensation
schemes”, approveq by the Office of the President
and the Ministry of the Budget. In fact, these two
offices have each their own speclal pay plans, high
above In salary scales than those found in most
government agencles, Is this not unfair?

Legally speaking, there is no equitable basis for
the adoption of these special compensation schemes
in favor of a few offices. The Constitution is clear
on this point. The moral injunction of “equal pay
for equal work" also applies. Indeed, there Is nothing
more galling than to see employees of a particular
bureau, bracketed under the same Ministry, enjoy a
P400.00 a month allowance, denied to other bureau
personnel. The only explanation for this anomaly is
that this bureau’s own director s close to the powers-
that-be. Is this just and proper?

As a consequence, most government employees
are quite unhappy over their lot. There is a growing
demoralization in the government service. This fail-
ing is reflected in the employees’ indiference, ineffi-
cliency, and absenteeism from work, And this might
also be the reason for the prevailing graft and cor-
ruption found in the government, resorted to by
some disgruntled elements. This angle should be
loocked into by the Committee on Good Government
ef the Interim Batasang Pambansa, which is cur-
rently investigating alleged irregularities committed
by public servants. To counter-act this discouraging
trend, this Committee should also consider measures
for improving the career service — like recommend-
ing a standard salary scheme for all government
agencies. The goal should be a uniform compensa-
tion plan for all employees, regardless of the fune-
tions of the office wherein they worl, be they pro-
prietary or not. This way fairness will be attained.

Today, government emplovees are no longer or-
ganized and united as in the past. Formerly, the
Philippine Government Employvees’ Assoclation was
then in active status and militant in promoting the
welfare and protecting the rights of government per-
sonnel. Now, the PGEA and also most labor unions
in the various state firms are practically dead. It
gppears that the only hope for the average govern-
ment worker is the Batasang Pambansa, the legisla-
tive arm of the state. This body must promulgate a
policy if not pass a law to encourage government
employees to unionize for their common interests.

In this connection, the aforementioned Commit-
tee on Gond Government as well as the Committee
on Civil Service in the IBP could do something to
help solve the poor employee's economic plight. They
could help together in improving the lot of civil ser-
vants and at the same time strengthen the career
gervice system of the country. Henceforth, the in-
justices and inequities mentioned above, if not the
vice, could be minimized if not altogether rooted out
in the end.

For the week Jan. 5-11, 1980 * 5

(from page 1)

electing “5. The most odlous
fenture of the current
electoral exercise is the
fact that a new law has
been rammed through
th eTBP which legislated
Sen, Benloeno 8. Aquino,

citles will be
their respective Sanggu-
nlang Bavans, no election
will be held for Sanggu-
nianeg Bavans in Metro
Manila, leaving power
concentrated in Governnor

Tmelda B. Mareos’ hands.
“3 With the bare-faced
riggings, wanton frauds,
widesnread violenece, bra.
zen abuse by the martial
law government agencles
and massive vote-buying
suffered by LABAN In
the 1978 IBP elections,
LABAN proposed to the
TBP safeguards against
the repetition of those
naked wviolations of the
peoples’ will, which pro-
posed safeguards the IBP
comnletely ignored;

“4, The local elections
are tn be held under new
rules worse than the 1978
electlon law which sup-
nlanteg the safeguards
embodied in the Election
Code of 1971 and. instead,
reinstituted block-voting,
instant and translent vot.
Ing, and all kinds of spu.
rlous voting; and,

Jr., symhol of the opno-
sition to martial 1aw and
TLABAN leader, prohibit-
ing him from becoming
n ceondldote or  even
snenking ot for any LA-
BAN eandidate or on any
TABAN issue, when he
wns declared analified to
run for the highest leois.
lative office In the 1978
TBP election.”

LABAN, therefore,
herebv Informs vou that
it will not field ecandi-
dates In the forthcoming
elections,

Yours truly,

(Sered.)
LORENZO M. TANADA
President

Attested:
(Sgd.) JOSTE V. YAP
Secretary-General



3.CORNERED. ..
(from page 1)

t e natlona' wea| E| nor, Northern Samar; Col.
Constantino Leyva for go-
vernor of Surigao del Sur;
Teofilo Otero for governor

3 of Agusan del Norte and

Of fI'EB eX rBSS|0n Guillermo Sanchez for ma-

yor of Butuan City; Mena-

WHAT KIND OF ELECTION?
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KURO-KURO

Ang record
ni Marcos

FRANCISCO “SOC” RODRIGO

Labing-apat (14) na taon na nga.
yong pinuno ng bansa si G. Marcos
. .. 7 taon sa ilalim ng demokrasya
at 7 taon sa ilalim ng martial law o
diktadura,

Ikinalulungkot kong sabihing “flun-
ker” ang kanyang pamamahala sa ka-
puwa una at lkalawang 7 taon.

Tunghayan natin ang kanyang re-
kord sa unang 7-taon (1965-1972; de-
mokrasya) —

— Lumubha ang situwasyon ng
“peace and order”; kumalat at luma-
kas ang mga ‘private army”; luma-
ganap at lumubha ang mga demons-
trasyon ng mga estudyanteng tutol sa
abuso ng mga pinuno; naganap ang
nakasisindak na pagbomba sa Plaza
Miranda, na hanggang ngayon ay wa-
la pang solusyon,

— Sa *national economy’”, nagsi-
mulang bumagsak ang halaga ng Phil.
ippine peso, lalo noong pagkaraan ng
1969 presidential election na ginam!-
tan nl Marcos ng katakot-takot na
salapl; ang palitan ng piso sa dollar
ay biglang umabot sa P6.00 per $1.00;
tumaas ang presyo ng mga bilthin
kumparado sa mababang kinikita ng
tao; ang ating “foreign debt” ay dag-
ling lumaki, mula sa $600.milyon no-
ong 1065 hanggang $2-BILYON no-
ong 1972;

— Sa pulitika, naging bukang-bibig
ang “GUNS, GOONS AND GOLD" bi-
lang kasangkapan sa halalan;

— Sa “graft and corruption”, ang
dat’y kawatang lbo.libo o milyon-
milyong piso lamang ay naging daan-
daang milyon; nasindak ang bayan
sa biglang pagiging multi-milyonaryo
ng ilang mga pinuno, kamaganak at
kroni; sumipot ang salitang “payola”
nang isiniwalat ni Delegate Quintero
ang suhulan sa Con-Con;

Si Marcos mismo ay umamin sa
pagkasawl ng kanyang administras-
yon, bagama’t isinisi nlya ito sa uma-
no'y paghadlang sa kanya ng Kon-
greso, gayong {to'y kontrolado ng kan-
vang mga ka-partidong Nacionalista.

Ang mga kasamaang ibinibintang
ngayon sa “Old Soclety” ay sukdulang
nasaksihan sa loob ng unang 7-taong
ito ni Marcos,

Tingnan naman natin ang rekord
__ Lalong lumubha ang problema ng

ng kanyang ikalawang 7.taon (1972
1979; diktadura) —
“peace and order”; nagsiklab ang dig-
maan sa Mindanao; hindl nasugpo
bagkus Ilalong lumage ang mga kri-
men, lalo ang nakawan; lumaganap
ang abuso ng mga sundalo; ang Phil-
Ippine Army, na dati'y hukbo ng ba-
yan, ay naging malaking “private ar.
my"” ni Marcos para sa kanyang dik-
tadura,

— Nabibingit sa kolapso ang ating
“national economy’; ang ating “exter.
nal debt” ay higit na sa $9-BILYON:
ang Pilipinas ang No, 1 borrower sa
Asya; hawak tayo sa sikmura ng mga
dayuhan; 80% ng mga Pllipino ay na.
kalubog sa llalim ng “poverty level”;

— Lalong lumawak ang agwat ng
ilang sukdulang mayayaman at napa-
karaming naghihikahos; kinagugula-
tan sa mundo ang luho ng ating mga
pinuno;

— Napakaraming mga Pllipino ang
lumillpat ng bansa upang tumukilas
ng lkabubuhay; No, 1 tayo sa Asya sa
“brain drain” at “brawn drain”; ma-
rami sa ating kababaihan, na dati'y
bantog sa kalinisan, ang napipllitang
magbili ng purl dahil sa dalita:

— Ang salapl ng bayan ay nilulus.
tay sa mga proyektong pasikat, tulad
ng 5-star hotels, convention and art
centers; at sa mga magastos na pala-
bas, tulad ng San Francisco Opera
Company, All-Frazer fight, Karpov.
Korchnol chess champlonship, Miss
International Beauty Contest, at ma-
raml pang ibang pinagkagastahan ng
daan-daang milyong pisong dapat sa-
nang ginamit sa pangangailangan ng
ating naghihirap na taongbayan:

— Patl ang disiplina, na siva sanang
dapat ipagmalaki ng martial law, ay
lalong naging masama . . . saksl ang
abuso ng mga militar, ang pagsasa-
mantala ng mga tauhan ng gobyerno,
ang paglabag sa batas ng mga smug-
glers, prostitutes, sidewalk vendors,
gamblers, reckless drivers, at marami
pang iba;

— Ang “graft and corruption” ay
lalong sumidhi; pati ang mga public
school teachers na dati’y uliran sa ka-
tapatan ay nahawa sa kabulukan; ang
Pilipinas, segun sa Fortune Magazine,
ay No. 2 sa “graft and corruption” sa
buong Asya.

Sa harap ng ganyang prakaso o pag-
kasawl ng pamumuno nt Marcos sa
loob ng 14 na taon — maging sa ilalim
ng demokrasya o ng diktadura — hin-
di kaya panahon nang magbitiw slya
sa tungkulin upang bigyan ang bayan
ng pagkakataong pumili ng bagong pi-
nuno, sa pamamagitan ng malaya at
malinjs na eleksyon?

Ang tunay na hinihiling ng bayan
ay hindi eleksyong lokal lamang kun.
di eleksyong nasyonal upang hirangin
ang pinuno ng bhansa.

Ang Idaraos na eleksyong lokal —
lalo’t sa ilallm pg mga imposibleng
fwndlsyang ipinataw ni Marcos — ay
isa lamang panglibang at paglinlang
sa bayan.

S1 Presldent Marcos ay hindi kan-
didato. Si Governor Imelda ay hindi
rin kandidata. Hindi sila pahahatol sa
bayan, Paluloy sila sa hawak nillang
mga puwesto,

Bukod diyan, sinabl pa nl Marcos
na pagkaraan daw ng darating na
eleksyon ay baka hindl na muling
magkaroon ng halalan., Samakatuwid;
paqghahnng-buhny na siya at ang
Unang Ginang sa kapangyarihan.

Isa ito sa mga dahilan kung bakit
ang LABAN ay nagpasiyang huwag
magsilbing rekado sa lutong makaw.

- - *

Isa pa. S| Ninoy Aquino, na slyang
kinikilalang lider ng LABAN, ay bina-
walang makilahok sa anomang gawa-
ing pampulitika, Samakatuwid, kung
baga sa baskefball team, ang star
player at captain ball ng LABAN ay
hind] papayagang makalaro o kahit
maka.coach o makapagpayo o maka-
cheer man lamang para sa LABAN
team.

Katuwa naman kung ang LABAN
ay sasall pa sa ganyang url ng liga

vio Tiro for governor, Mi-
samis Oriental; Ramon En-
carpacion for governor of
Tlocos Sur; Leonardo Ro-
man for governor of .
tnan; and Sultan Balindog
for governor of Lanao del
Sur,

The NUL official candl-
dates for governors and
mayorg are: Rebeck Es‘pl_-
ritu, governor, Nueva Eci-
ia: Rufino Navarro, gov-
ornor, Bataan: Rofonafil
Holganza, governor, Cebu;
Patricio Dumlao, governor,
Nueva Vizcaya; Santiago
Afable, governor, Zamba-
les: Francisco Albano, g0*
vernor, Isabela; Erneslo
Tabios, governor, Bukid-
non: Ravenal Santos, guV
ernor, Bulacan, Rartolome
Cabangbang, governor, Bo-
hol; Dominador Bendigo,
governor, Davao del Sur;

Koger Panotes, governor,
Camarines Norte; Jose
lingad, gOVEernor, Pam-

panga; Ramon Felipe, ma-
yor, Naga City; Valente
Quintero, mayor, Tacloban
City, Javier Ariosa, mayor.
Pagadian City; Jose Palo-
ma, muyor Surifio Citv;
Jose Gonzales, mayor, Bu-
tuan City, Vetino Reyes,
mayor, Caloocan City; Ed-
varde Calixto, mayor, Pa-
say City; Amado Avecilla,
mayor, Pateros, Metro Ma-
nila; Maring Trinidad
Almario. mayor, Las Pinag
Metro Manila; Manuel Do-

mingo, mayor, Malabon,
Metro Manila; Demetrio
Loresca, mayor, Munting-

lupa, Metro Manila; Josue
San Pedro, mayor, Manda-
luyong, Metro Manila; Fe-
licing Carlos, mayor, Ta:
guig, Meiro Manila; and
Democrito Angeles, mayor,
Marikina, Metro Manila,
NUL Chairman ex-Con-
gressman Rogaciano Mer-
cado expressed optimism
on the forthcoming Janua-
rv 30 elections. According
to Mercado, reports filter-
ing in from the different
regiong reflected ap unmis-
takable disenchantment
with the present regime.
This, he added, is “palpa-
ble proof that Filipinos

from all walkg of life
clearly associate their
cause, their aspirations

with those of NUL's after
seven martial law years of
Eeing bereft of eivil liber-
lies and economiec oppor-
{unities.”

Barring a repetltion of
massive frauds ang terro-
rism which have heretofore
characterized elections un-
der martial law, NUL pre-
dleted an overwhe!ming
victory for its entire slate

In a related statement
released to the press, Mer-
cadg revealed that plansg
are afoot to eonduct straw
ballotingg in  campuses
withiy, Metro Manila and
other parts of the country
Ta this end Mercado urged
all youth civie and reli-
giows groups to bear wit-
ness to their common civie
duty and participate in the
projected straw balloting.

Fly this flag,
proudly

What kind of election? A genuine and indepen.
dent one? Who can guarantee?

The trauma caused by the heinous outcome of
the election '78 should be our basjg in denouncing
election in the offing, In a country wherein a des-
potic ruler generally directs all the nation’s policles
in his hands, one for sure, can confidently predicts
the outcome with 1009 accuracy.

Under our present regime, we cannot expect a
free, honest and clean election. So spending just for
meaningless exercise would be futile, History has
manifested that all referenda and election held un-
der the present set-up resulted in the following: an

vverwhelming yes, if

not,

landslide victory in favor

of the administration. The more the President uti-
lizes the process, the more it becomes a series of
pretenses. This should discourage us from holding
further elections, and under this condition elections
are neither necessary nor desirable.

WHAT ARE OUR..

dwellers, and the urban
poor; two representatives
from the youth, Grace
San Diego and Christo-
pher Sonio.

When the Manila Sy-
nod proper was convened
and our Commission was
called upon to present its
proposals we submitted a
good number of recom.
mendations which elleit-
ed an unfavorable com-
ment from some of the
participants that we were
making the church a so-
clal worker. But I will
just concentrale on our
Proposal on martial law
which I quote as origin-
ally worded:

“Cognizant of pres-
ent curtailment and

violations of certain
freedoms and rights
guaranteed by the Con-
stitution, such as,

among others, freedom
of the press, freedom
of speech, freedom of
assoclation and peace-
ful assembly, liberty
to travel, right to be
secure against arbitra.
ry arrests and unrea-
sonable searches and
seizures. the  suspen-
slon of the privilege of
the writ of habeas cor-
pus, the right to be
subjected to torture
and Inhuman ftreal-
ment at the hands of
the military and police
authoritles, and in pur-
suit of our sacred mis-
sion to uphold human
dignity and the free.
dom of man and seek
the common good, we
hereby express our
sadness ang deep con-
cern, and accordingly
we urge the full res-
toration of these fun.-
damental rights and
the ending of martial
rule which has given
rise to thise deplorable

situation.” (original
text)
When this was dis-

cussed on the floor the
proposal met with stiff
opposition from the Com-
mission on Community
Affairs led by four out-
gtanding personalities,
namely: Justice Antonio
Barredo of the Supreme
Court, Dr. Antonlo PL
non, a theologlan, Prof.
Salvador Estrada, and
Mr. Jesus Estanislao, an
economist and business.
man. While admilting

JOLLY TABLAN
Paco, Manila

u -

(from page 5)

that there were viola-
tions of human rights
they contended that it
was not within the pro-
vince of the Manila Sy-
nod to enter into what
they believed was a pure-
ly political matter, one
which may divide or split
the church, and an issue
which will necessarily
hurt the sensibilities of
the parties concerned,
and that if martial law
is to be lifted the Synod
should leave the matter
to the discretion and
judgment of the Presi-
dent who promised to lift
it after 18 months, The
discussions were very en-
lightening ang at the
same time confusing as
the two camps — for and
against the proposal —
came up with thelr res-
pective citations from
papal encyclicals,

(TO BE CONTINUED)

Q.C. SQUATTERS ..
(from page 1)

on will be developed under
the Zonal Improvemenl
Frogram of i{he Iluman
Settlementg Ministry. How-
ever, the NHA, acling on
the recomniendalioy of
the city governmenl, aban-
doned the plan after it
was discovered that the
area in questionp had al-
ready been allocaled as a
school site. It was also
found ovt that the same
land had been earlier sub-
divided and certificates of
occupancy had been awar-
ded (o private individuals,

According 1o Roda if the
site has indeed been desig-
nated a school site, how
was it that a two-storey
gpartment was allowed to
hg constrvucted in one of
the lots within the school
site?

Roda said that they are
willing to be resettled else-
wherg if the four-hectare
land will actually be used
to set up a schoolbuilding.

He said that he and his
members have been flitling
from one government office
to another to seek final re-
solution of the lssue bnt
“we have been referred
from one person to another
who are not in any posi-
{fon to answer our ques-
IE'I“S i
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