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FOR THE YOUNG FILIPINO

FOR THE FORTNIGHT ENDING NOV. 30, 1977
VOL. | NO. 14 * METRO MANILA * 50 CVOS.

Editorial

A REGIME OF FEAR?

President Marcos has lifted the effects of Mar
tial Law to ensure free public discussion over the
issues involved in the forthcoming Dec. 17 refe
rendum.

Commission on Elections Chairman Leonardo
B, Perez and other administration stalwarts have
likewise urged the people to speak their minds
out — for or against President Marcos’s conti
nuance in office — without undue interference
from authorities provided that their statements
do not violate security laws.

Except for a few unpublicized remarks from
some opposition leaders, there appears to be a
pall of silence shrouding the entire citizenry.

Why?

Without trying to be simplistic, one cannot
help admitting that the ordinary citizen has some
how lost his voice in the babble of propaganda
extolling the gains and virtues of the new dis
pensation magnified ten fold by an overweening, if
not controlled, mass media. More disconsolate is
the growing tendency of the people to remain
silent because of a mistaken fear that the pre:
sent one man rule frowns upon dissent and criti
cism.

To us, this socalled regime of fear does not
necessarily permeate the new lifestyle of the Fili
pinos.

Except for the mentally deranged and emotio
nally crippled, every human being has an innate
right to dissent — and President Marcos knows
this fully well.

A society peopled by consenting, conforming
members tends to stagnate because the foundation
of development and progress lies in the dynamism
of every citizen to meet and hurdle the challenge
of change.

No leader, whether in a democratic or dicta
torial set up, would allow his own people to be
transformed into a bunch of sheeps, never astray,
always herded.

Neither would he allow his constituents to
suppress their own free will — and inevitably their
basic human rights - because every rational

(Page 4, please)

DEC. 17 REFERENDUM

A futile exercise

By TITO GUINGONA

(Speech delivered at the Manila Bay Breakfast

Two men — one Fili-
pino, the other Ameri-
can were engaged in a
talk, exchanging views
on incomes, and the Fi-
lipino asked the Ameri-
can, “How much is youy
per capita income in the
United States?” The
American answered
‘Over Four Thousand
dollars per annum.
#How much do you
spend?” ‘About $3,600
dollars; the rest we
save.'

Then he in turn, asked
the  Filipino. ‘How
about you in the Phi-
lippines — how much ig
your per capita In-
come? *'Over three hun-
dred dollars.” ‘How
much do you spend?’
“QOver #ive hundred dol
lars!” “My goodness,’
saild the American,
“How do you account for
the difference?’ ¢Mar
tial law secret, Philip.
pine style!” And why
not? We dre a small
nation, but with a big
budget. We are poor but
we borrow by the hil
lions. We can ill afford
vet to give away al.
most eight million pe
sos for one professorial
chair abroad."

Fly this flag,
proudly

Club, Nov. 4, 1977)

Recently, I met a
muslim friend. 1 asked
him what the real situa.

tion was in that peri.
lous region of Minda.
(Page 2, please)

AT NATIONAL BOOK STORE |

Like the Gestapo

(Editor’'s Note:

Below is a self explanatory let

ter from one of our readers which clearly exposes
the "“Gestapo like” actuations of some personnel
of the National Book Store. We are publishing this
letter to forewarn studentg whp may be subjected

to similar indignities.)

Dear Editor:
I am one of the read

ers of your fortnightly,

and | have always
believed in the free ex
(Page 3, please)

DAVAO LASS — Marissa Borbon, 19, typifies

the exuberant youth ready to make this world a
lively place to live in although “world” to her is
the Ateneo de Davap down South, where she's a
junior in A.B. Communicationg Arts,

ON DEC. 17 REFERENDUM

Students set symposia

A series of symposia
aimed to enlighten the
studentry onthe Decem-
ber 17 referendum s
sue, has been scheduled
far the last week of this
month to the first week

of December.

A group of campus
college editors in the
University Belt and the
Intramuros area met last
week to draw up the
mechanics of the inter

university symposia.

It was gathered ghaf
speakers for and against
the referendum are
being invited to express
lheir viewg and expound
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A FUTILE EXERCISE
(from page 1)

pao, and he quickly re
plied “We are fighting
again because your go-
vernment did not ho.
nor the Tripoli Agree
ment which was signed
in December of 1976.
You gave up Sabah,
you do not have peace,
you dp not have trust.
Because the solution to
peace is not to give up
Sabah but to honor the
Tripoli Agreement.
And thig cannot be
changed by proposed
referendum or elec.
tion.”

I wanted to refute my
Muslim friend — but
martial law has kept
citizens like us unin
formed — about thea of.
ficial contentg of the
Tripoll Agreement,
about why wp really
had to give up Sabah,
about events that we
are entitled to know
because they affect the
lives of the people,
even the destinies of
this nation.

The Mindanao con
flict may be resolved
in the field of battle,
and history will ulti.
mately decide tha chal
lenging questions of
my Muslim friend —
but in this morning’s
discourse, permit me to
share some thoughts
with you concerning
hig assertions about re.
ferendums ang elec
tions.

SHAM

Another referendum
has been set for Decem-
ber 17 this year and
elections for the inte
rim Batasang Pam.
bansa early next year
before thg onset of the
rains. The referendum
ag reported in the
Press is intended to
give a fresh mandate
to President Marcos,
and the elections next
year as steps to norma
liza the situation.

Let us take the pro.
posed referendum first.

{The process is like a
boxer with no oppo
nent. He makes hig own
rules of the game,
nameg his own referee,
climbs into the ring
against no challenger.
After needlessly dis.
playing his prowess in
shadow boxing, he un
\abashedly addresses a
captive audience to
ask — ‘Am I not the
greatest? Am I not the
champion? Am I not
the winner?* Naturally,
even if the captive au.
dience desireg other
wise, the referee can
only proclaim him so.
Such a process ig a
gham because it really
gives no choice to the
peopla — and there.
for, results in ng man
date whatsoever, and
it is a mockery because
it pretends to consult
the citizen, though in
reality it bindg hig fet.
ters to dictatorship
even tighter.

DECEPTION

What the nation needs
is not deception but a
genuine mandate. What
the people deserve is
not referendum but
genuine elections. What
we want is fres choice
in freedom.

Mr. Marcos sayg that
for purposes of the re
ferendum, he will sus.
pend the effeects of
martial law and assure
the nation fre. debate.
While he suspends the
effects, however, the
cause remains, and as
long ag the causs re
mains — which proper.
ly translated means
the power to accommo
date a dissenter in the
cells of Aguinaldo, Bo.
nifacio or Crame be
fore or after the refe.
rendum, it will always
hang as a fearful sword
of Damocles over the
heads of the citizenry.

During the dark bru
tal days of slavery in

2 * WE * For th, fortnight ending Nov, 30,

America, there
story of how a white
plantation owner han.
dled hig new slave ac
quisition. After buying
the slave and bringing
him to the plantation,
he did not let go but
only only loosened the
long chain attached to
the leg of the poor vic.
tim and told him
‘T am a liberal master.
You can roam around
and relax freely” Un
suspecting, the slave
took up the master’s
word and roamed
around as far as the
chained leash would al.
low him. After some
time, however, and just
ag the slave was begin
ning to enjoy thy rela.
tive freedom — he felt
a painful pull of the
chain, causing him to
fall and cry out in pain.
“Ah!" gaid the white
master to the whimper
ing and prostrats Si-
gure, “I purposely did
that to remind you that
I can always hunt you
down in case you en
tertain any notion of
freedom.”

NO GUARANTEE

In a less brutal fa.
shion, none of us, like
that helplesg victim,
would like to seg the
suspendeq effects of
martfal law during the
period of debates sud
denly pulled back and
restored to full vigor.
But there exists no gua.
rantee hat this will not
be so — and experience
has shown that in the
late 1972 Mr. Mar-
cos, after allowing free
debate over the ratifi.
cation of the new Cons-
titution, suddenly and
swiftly stopped the pe.
riod of free debatesand
quickly restored mar
tial law in full force,
leaving those who re.
lied on fres debates
dumbfounded and push
ing th, people back in.
to periloug prospects of
arrest and detention
without cause.

1977

is a

Can wg threfore
blame the citizen his
valid  apprehensions?
Can we convinca him
that he will not be ha
rassed or botherd if he
speaks out and cant.
paigng according to
conscience? Can we
make him believe that
marflal law is not in
compatibrie with free
electlons, much less
free referendums?

Furthermore, a ge
nuine mandate needs
genuing accounting.
How can there be ge
nuine accounting when
media is controlled by
the very power purpor.
tedly seeking a man
date? When the Com.
mission on Elections,
while composed of dedi
cated men, are bound to
that authoritarian ru.
ler by decree and the
realities of martial
law? When information
vital to the citizenry is
often withheld and sup
pressed against intelli.
gent and objective ap
praisal’

There are many over.
riding issues that have
to be considered. For
martial law wag dec
lared to quell rebellion
and reform society,
and Mr. Marcos, pur.
suant tg Presidential
Proclamation 1081,
took over the entire go
vernment. After five
long years it seems
pertinent to ask — Has
martial law after five
yvearg — quelled rebel.
lion? Is the NPA to
day stronger or weak.
er? Did martial Ilaw
spawn the Mindanao
conflagration? Did the
MNLF come into being
because of martial law?
Is thera not more death
and destruction today
than there was before
September 21, 19727
Are there not more
firearms, mor, disc
ders, more sparks of
open rebellion in the
Visayas and other re.
giong before unaffec
ted?

CORRUPTION

And in the field of
reforms — has martial
law rooted out or even
minimized corruption?
Hag the grave Iimba.
lance between rich and
poor been corrected?
Has there been gen
uine reforms or only
the trappings of changa
to transform society?
Why foreign borrow.
ings of $6.4 billion?
How spent? How to be
paid? What taxes to
endure? What infla
tiong to suffer.

These issues can
hardly be intelligently
discussed, let alone re:
Solved, without a free
press, without adequate
information, without
sufficient access tp the
truth.

There cannot, I sub
mit, be genuine ac.
counting under these
circumstances. And
where there exists no
accounting thers can be
no genuine mandate —
even if wa hold refe
randums every year,
every month or every
day, even if the resulls
are as statistically as.
tounding as the refe
rendumg of the past. A
referendum will only
cnst ug millions we can
ill afford, an empty
ritual, a meanmgless
exercise in futillty.

Let vs now consider
the elections proposed
for next year concern.
ing members of the
Interim Batasang Pam
bansa.

CONSTITUTION

Mr. Marcos has been
President since 1963.
Under the 1935 Consti
tution, hg could only
serve for twgo Ssucces
sive terms of eight
vears to expire in 1973.
After the imposition of
martial law, he caused
the adoption of the
1973 Constitution. This
Constitution dig away
with the inhibition ag.
ainst Mr. Mareos sery

(Page 15, please)




College Editors’ Guild reactivated

The newly reactivated
College Editors’ Guild
Metro Manila chapter
electeq its officers at
the U.P. Law Center
last November 4.

The elections were
conducted as a culmina
ting activity of a semi
nar on campus journa
lism jointly sponsored
by the CEGP and the
CEG Alumni Associa
tion.

Heading the list of
distinguished CEG
alumni who addressed
some 18 college editors
or their representatives
during the seminar was
Chief Justice Fred Ruiz
Castro. Other speakers
were Associate Justice
Federico Moreno, Am
basador Helena Benitez
ang other alumni who
freely shared their ex
periences with the stu

dents, The CEGAA
President is headed by
Ernie R. Rodriguez.

The officers of the
Metro Manila region
are;

Joey Lina, managing
editor of the Philippine
Collegian — chairman;
Wilfredo Pinga, editor
in chief of ¢“The Bedan”
(San Beda College) —
vice chairman; Marlino
Ponce, editor in chiefl of

“"The Lance" (Letran
College) — deputy vice
chairman; Lourdes Mo
lina, editorin chief of
~The Scholar” (Centro
Escolar University) —
secretary; Rosita Me
denilla, editor in chief
o “The New Business
man' (Phil. Coll. of
Commerce) — treasu
rver; Nijar Hassar, ma
naging editor of “Cam
pus Leader” (Univ. of

Manila) — business
manager; Raul Alcan
t.ra, editor in chief of
“Trinity Observer” (Tri-
nity College) audi
tor; Marg Gavestany,
editor in-chief of “The
Torch"” (Phil. Normal
College) and Sonia Di
pasupil, editor in chief
og -‘Chiro” (Maryknoll
College), public rela
tiong officers.

(Page 8, please)

LIKE THE ...

pression it has consis
tently espoused, |
thought, therefore, that
through this paper, |
can narrate a recent
disappointing expe
rience of mine which
could happen to any of
other young students
like me.

Last November 4 bet
ween 2:30 to 3:00 p.m,,
I went to the National
Book Store in Recto
Avenug to buy a record
notebook. After paying
for the notebook, which
was already in the of
ficial “National Book
store” plastic wrapper
with the cashier's re
ceipt attached to it, |
went around the store
looking for somg other
things which 1 might
need. | inserted a ten
peso bill (part of my
change) in my white
address book which |
slipped into my pocket,
Not finding anything
else to buy, | was about
to leaveg the store when
an elderly man, tapped
me on the shoulders and
asked me to go back
inside because he had
some questions about
the article | purchased.
1 explained that
bought a record note
book, and showed it to
him in the wrapper
with the cashier's re
ceipt, but he urged me
to enter a small room
without bothering to

(from page 1)

explain what | was
guilty of. He insisted
that we talk inside the
room. By then, many
people had been to mill
around us, and a sales
lady even said, “Sige
na miss, pumasok ka na
diyan, wala namang
mangyayari sa iyo. Kita
mo dito, pinagtitingi
nan ka na.” It was ob
vious that | was being
treated as a “criminal”’
in front of everybody.
| resisted the old man’s
command, but he
pushed me inside the
room, if it might even
be called a room. Had |
been brought to the ma
nager's office and
promptly informed of
whatever they wanted
to charge me against,
thinags could not have
been so bad. Insteard |
was brought inside that
horrible looking dimly-
lit room where they
kept lanitorial eaquip
ment. Then the man in
sisted that we talk it
over in a little corner
where various sions
like “SHOPLIFTING,
ROEBBDERY, etc'" were
nnsted, The man insis
ted that | sit on a chair
that was directly below
those siaqns. At this, |
adamantly refused, rea
lizing fully that they
meant to incriminate
me. Another man
barged in and asked
what it was all about.
That was the only time
that the old man, who

turned out to be a house
detective (a crtain Sil
vino Alisasis) explained
that he saw me slip a
white address book
which was identical with

be peeled).

an address book on
their counter. All along,
the old man had been
after my white address
book but had made me
believe that there was

some question about the
notebook | bought. |
showed them the ad-
dress book, which had
writings inside. By then,

(Page 8, please)
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SKIN PEELING
PRODUCTS

THROUGH SKIN
PEELING TECHNIQUE

S.K. PEELING CREAM
Clears facial skin of blemishes
and discolorization. Lightens
freckles or tan. Smoothes out
minor lines and wrinkles.

S.K. BODY SKIN PEELING
SOLUTION - For body skin
peeling, peels off rough, womout skin all over body (neck, back,
arms, elbows, legs, and other areas of body needed or desired to

Available at all leading drug stores, department stores, super -
markets, and beauty parlors in Metro Manila, Naga City, Lucena,
Baguio, Bacoled, Cebu and Davao.

FREE Seminar and demonstration on Skin Peeling every Monday

through Friday, from 9:00 AM - 11:00 AM and from 2:00 PM -
4:00 PM,

A Quality Product of

S.K. LABORATORY COMPANY
Caloocan City, Philippines
Tel. No. 35-59-14

Registered: Phil. Pat. Off. & F.D.A.




vditorial
(from page 1)
homo sapien will always explode if his emotions
are contained for too long.

The Filipinos have a long, cherished tradition
of freedom and dissent. And this legacy has been
handed down through generations of blood, sweat
and toil. Nothing — not even an authoritarian
rule — can disintegrate this glorious tradition.
President Marcos knows this, too.

Perhaps, the President is also aware that this
anawing *ear of the peopls 1o voice thei: adversary
views when necessary is not without basis.

For since that fateful, morbid day of Sept-
ember 21, 1972, the Filipino people have slowly
changed. They have chosen to be afflicted with
what an evangelist termed as -‘moral laryngitis”.
The reason is all too clear: for convenience.

Thus, Juan dela Cruz went about his way,
shackling his thoughts, never minding what others
feel and think for as long as he can go about his
daily chores unmolested and molesting no one.

“Huwag na tayong makialam baka masabit
pa tayo,” has becoms an expedient retort of peo
ple who may or may not have a valid gripe against
certain minions of the government.

A few who still have the guts to express their
opinions to people they trust do so in stealth.
Even in the inner sanctuary of the National Press
Club, newsmen who are supposed to congeal public
opinion, have gone to prefacing, though flippantly,
their anti administration remarks with: “Pare, baka
may microphone dito.”

This air of apprehension could indeed, become
pervasive. Already it has befouled the impressiona-
ble minds of the youth.

in fact, the ordinary youngster today per:
ceives Martial Law as a clout to silence opposi
tion — even within the confines of his school.

School administrations have advantageously
utilized this fear to cow some student leaders
into stifling legitimate complaints.

A case in point is a report that certain stu
dents have been denied admission for the second
semester for their alleged involvement in the re
cent anti tuition fee hike protests.

Another is the fact that some leaders of a
student organization have resorted to the cloak
of anonymity for fear that they, too, might be
“blacklisted” by their school administration.

We would like to believe, however, that these
dismal experiences of the subversion of free ex
pression are isolated ones and do not necessarily
reflect the general thinking of the entire nation.

But we strongly feel, too, that unless the po-
wers that be do something to stem the growing
tide of fear and misconceptions of the right to
dissent, we may wake up one day to find a new
breed of Filipinos being manipulated like robots
sans a free mind to determine the course of their
own dectiny.

4 % WE *
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Publisher’s

notes

APOLOGISTS
BARKING AT
WRONG TREE

by JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

Some administration
officials ang propagan
dists disguised as «co
lumnists and editorial
writers of Metropolitan
Manila dailies have heen
goading the opposition
group — or whatever
remaing of it — to ven
tilate their views on the
Dec. 17 referendim. I
think they are barking
at the wrong tree.

For indeed, ths oppn-
sition leaders have begn
expressing their opi
niong and viewg on as
many conceivably is
sues as there are Mar
tial Law apologists.

The only minor pro
blem is that these
views don’t see print in
the daily newspaper!

Or if th, statemenis
of these oppositionists
are published, they are
nauseatingly slanteq to
please th, taste of their
No. 1 reader and pa
tron.

This glaring disser-
vice to thg reading pub

For the fortnight ending Nov. 30, 1977

lic hag been wittingly
ignored in the infamous
*White Paper' prepared
and released by the
new media oligarchs
who have pompously
styled themselves as
members of the Print
Media Council,

Yes, there are opposi
tionists  speaking up
inspite of masg media’s
unwarranted denial of a
forum for them. A re
view of our past issues
can attest to this. This
issue, in fact, carries a
speech of former Con
Con Delegate Teofisto
“Tito" Guingona, Jr.
contending  that the
Dec. 17 referendum is
an exercise in futility.

W W K

The nitwits, other
wise known as Baran
'gay Chairmen, are at it
again. This time, they
have laid down for nos
terity their moral seni
lity and outright ef
feteness by demanding
that curfew be reim-

(Page 8, please)
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COMMENTS

ZEALOTS OF BATASANG BAYAN
By VICENTE M. TANEDO

It is in the nature of President Marcos tg be
more interested in facts rather than compliments.
In convening the Batasang Bayan to its recent
session, it was hig intention to feel the public
pulse, particularly at the grassroots, through what
ie the nearest thing we have to the “representa:
tives of the people.” But ag it has turned out, many
of the Batasang delegates, far from being the
bearer of news and possibly advice from the ba
rangays, were more concerned with ingratiating

themselves with thg President.
* * * »

Undoubtedly, Mr. Marcos deserves to be com
mended for pulling the nation through a period
of political crisis. But there is no point in carrying
the matter to the point of redundancy. Besides,
what is already an established truth is no longer
debatable. After the Batasang counselled the hold
ing of a referendum in lieu of a presidential elec:
tion, the question at stake is whether Mr, Marcos
can continue as an incumbent President and be
come as well the Prime Minister when the interim
Batasang Pambansa starts functioning.

Instead of proposing what possible mecha
nism can be installed to arouse popular support
for the referendum, some of the delegates be
came instant prophets by predicting an avalanche
of “yes” votes for thg President. Such a prema
ture forecast threatens the credibility of a search
for a national consensus which is unquestioably
authentic.

Take the case of an excessively ardent dele
gate whp concluded that the referendum would
just be “superfluous.” “The ‘yes’ votes,” he fore:
told, “would be so overwhelming that it would
simply be unbelievable.”

“But could the foreigners believe such re
sults?” another delegate wanted to know.

A zealot quieted his fears with the words, “Ne-
ver mind the foreigners.”

It was hardly the time to be unconcerned
about what the outside world thinks of us. Per
haps these cocky delegates should be reminded
that the President himself announced the relaxa-
tion of martial law including the lifting of the cur:
few before a foreign congregation of lawyers and

(Page 13, please)

DON'T BE TIMID!

Write in your comments, opinions,
views, on any issue that affects you,
your friends, your relatives, or plain
Mr, Juan dela Cruz. Letters should
be addressed to: “WE, THE PEO
PLE, WE (For the Young Filipino),
Mezzanine, National Press Club
Bldg., Intramuros, Manila,

Case-to-case

GATHERING OF COLLEGE EDS

by CHUCHAY MOLINA

1t was a lively gathe-
ring of the old and the
new. CEG alumni of dif
ferent generations were
there to share with the
young crop of present
editors their experien
ces as CEG members,
accomplishments  and
their follies, their deeds
of greatness and near
greatness. The repartee
was ceaseless; the ca-
sual banter ever [flow
ing. Obviously, the
years had done little to
faze the idealism of the
CEG alumni, for inspite
of th, mellowness, the
zeal of a CEG member
remained.

At the other end of
the ages, another bust
ling group intermingled

with the alumni. Edi-
tors in chief or their re-
presentatives and sen
for staffers trom some
18 collegs publications
in Metro Manila storm
ed inside the lecture
hall of the U.P. Law
Center to listen 1o some
CEG alumni and the
reports of twg of their
peers (Joey Lina of the
“Philippine Collegian"
talking about ‘‘Press
Freedom  Under the
Present Dispensation™
and Ernie Tolentino of
UE's “Dawn” on ¢“The
Campus Press Yester
day and Todav"). Un
deniably, at the backs
of their minds amidst
all the discussions was
the most interesting af

ternoon capper — the
elections of the CEG
Metro Manila set of of
ficers. Which was what
made the young people
sit up and move, :on
trary to alumna Miss
Esty Juco's previous
statement that “It's
such a surprise that the
yvoung editors of today
seem to be so quiet.”
But then, the remark
was made during lunch
which  explaing why
they were so quiet.
- "*

Some of the talks
seemed to have been
stated or discussed over
and over again, some
questions appeared
moot and academic,

(Page 14, please)

Magsuri tayo

Matagal nang ipina
ngangaral ni President
Carter ang paggalang
sa “human rights” ng
lahat ng bansa sa dalg-
dig. Nguni't mga Ame
rikano mismo ang hindi
gumagalang sa karapa
tan ng 1ao0,

Hindi ba paglabag sa
“human rights” ang gi
nawa ng walong US
servicemen sa Subie
Naval Base nang pag
hubarin nila ang tat
long babae at dalawang
lalaking teenager? Mas
vadong kahihiyan ang
nilasap ng naturang

tatlong babae at dala

SOVEREIGNTY, DAPAT IGIIT

Ni BEN B. ESQUIVEL

wang bata. Pinauwi si
lang hubad at wala ka
hit anong damit sa ka-
tawan.

Kailangang igiit ng
pamahalaang Pilipino
ang hurisdiksiyon nito
sa paglilitis sa natu
rang mga marinong
Amerikano upang mapa
ngalagaan ang dignidad
at sovereignty ng bansa.

Ito'y hindi dapat ma
tulad sa malulungkot
na karanasan ng pama-
halaan tungkol sa mga
insidente sa mga US
military bases dito. Sa
nakaraang mga taon,

nasaksihan natin ang
pagbaril sa mga Pilipi
ne na napagkakama-
lang hayop, ang paghu
hubad at pagkapkap sa
mga babaing lumalabas
sa base militar, ang
paggamit ng police
dogs sa mga scavengers

at maraming iba pa.
Walang nangyari sa
naturang mga kaso
pagka't binigyan ng
“duty certificate” ang
mga kasangkot na
Amerikano. Sila’y nili
tis kunwari ng US court
martial, nguni’t sa ka
totohanan, sila’y pina-
(Page 7, please)
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New Filipinos: ‘Lost pebbles’

by DR. JUAN M. ARREGLADO

Ever since the Presi
dent announced last Au-
gust that elections can
not be postponed inde-
finitely and that it is
now lime for us to sub
mit to the test of elec
tions, it has become fa
shionable in al]l circles
public or private, 1o
talk of nothing but the
forthcoming elections.
By this T do not mean
to imply that martial
law has made ug into a
nation of robots. Ra-
ther I'm more inclined
to believe that this
widespread interest in
elections is an indubita
blg manifestation of the
iruth of what President
Marcos himself said
that “our people have
acquired the habits of a
democratic state and
they are used to the
process of elections.”

It's sad to note, how-
ever, that there are a
small minority in our
midst who ar, opposed
to  having elections,
whether national or lo
cal, because they be-
lieved that our people
are not yet ready for
such elections. and
~artial law should con.
tinue in order to pro-
vide us the benefits of
law and order. Without
going into the merits of
their contention, suf
fice it for me to stlate
that thig group is the
new breed of Filipinos
who have emerged un-
der the New Society
and whom Father Flo
rentino in El Filibuste-
rismo would regard as
the “useless pebbles
lost in the field,” who
prefer to be left alone
to live peaceful and
proprous lives in dis
creet silence and sub

6 * WE * For the

jection, who lack the
“vigor to  proclaim,
head held high and
chest bared, their right
to live under a govarn
ment of their own choice
and consent,” who do
not care tg lift a finger
in order to alleviate the
moral ills of the coun
try that gave them life,
to stand up and be
counted 1o defend ithe
Constitution and wvro-
mote the ideals en
shrined in its Preamble.

DEMOCRACY

For better or worse,
ag the President well
said, our country is
committed to democra-
cy. For half a century
since our couniry be
came a Commonwealth,
and later achieved inde-
dendence in 1946, we
have hag a functioning
democracy. Until 1969,
when President Marecos
won a second four year
term. no Philinpine Pre-
sident ever had been re
elected. The Philippines,
for all itg defects, was
more nf a democracy
than almost any other
Third World countrv in
Asia, South Ameriea, or
Africa. At no time in
our modern history,
have we, Filininons, ever
heen alienated from the
concept of democracy.
Tf we tolerated martial
Iaw during the last five
vears, it was not he-
CAllSs Wa are ignorant
of demnecracy. but be
cause of certain  bhitiar
exnerience we hag with
some totally irresnonsi-
ble public officials and
politicians  wha cor
runted the workings of
our demneratic svstem
of government. To re-

pair the consequences
ol their faults and mis
Geeds, we, Filipinos,
have paid a real, not a
loken, political price.

Philipping democracy
may not be a perfect
system, but it is oer:
tainly one which is ca
pabla of repairing its
faults and adapting it-
self to the requirements
of changing conditions
ol our society. If we
must be a pessimist, at
least we can agre, that
democracy is the -‘less
worsL.” Whily it is true
that in a democracy
there js always the
threat of corruption
and manipulation,
think, however, of the
degree to which ihey
exist in other systems,
think of the drab, de
pressing, sipiritless hu-
man environment pre
valent in countries un-
der the yoke of a tota
litarian system of gov-
ernment.

Democracy is found
ed on faith that wmen
will endure th, agonies
rf thought in order to
be free, And that isthe
issus each of us in our
seneration must face
anew — just as every
earlier generation had
fo face it before us.
And when democracy
has given way to tota
litarianism, the failure
has not been that of
demoeracy but of efti-
renry. The problems we
have in a demoeracy are
nnt nrohlems  ereated
hy the nolitieal svstem:
but thev ara problems
creafted by people.

DEFAULT

The tronhls lies  in
the fact that there are

fortnight ending Nov. 30, 1977

too many like the po
pular sexton of a large
parish. He got on with
the person, the deacons,
thp ladies’ socities, the
young people's groups—
with every one. At lasl
a curious person asker
him the secret. “It's
simple. I put my mind
in neutral and go where
I am pushed" Passivi
ty was no invention of
his. You can read in
Scripture og those who
are “blown ahout hy
every wind of doctrine”
— people with minds in
neutral. That is one way
to default upon our op-
portunities and respon-
sibilities and responsibi
lities as concerned citi-
zen of our country.

Sq in a democracy,
the real test of a ma
tura and basically uni-
ted people ic their abi
lity to continue fulfill
ing their sacred obliga
tions of citizenship. We
must make citizenship a
career. The Constitu-
tion commands every ci
tizen to make politics
hig avocation, We rust
be willing to fulfill the
thre. absolutes of citi-
zenship which are to re
gularly vote, willingly
to serve in organiza-
tione for publie service.
and finally to fight and
if need be to dia in de
fense of our country.

INDIGNATION

We must also develon

the ancient snipit of

richtenmie indignation
Tha citizen whn knows
nf nuhlie wrangdnivre
and remains silent  be-
ranse of indifferneag
e cowardies is as reore
hensibla as the wrong-

doer. Too offen we hear

so called good citizens
secretly complain of
corruption oy injustice
but refuse to lift a fin-
ger Lo expose or coive,

it. Theiy favorite excuse
is, “Why stick your
neck out” although
they know full well that
indifference to such
evils is a deadly cancer
that slowly Kkills repre
sentative  government.
Yet, it has been re
peatedly demonstrated
that “the humblest ci
tizen in all the land,
when clad in the armor
of a righteous cause, is
stronger than all the
host of error.”

ELECTIONS

As we all know, our
government is orga-
nized on two levelg cnly
— national and loezl
On the national level,
there is but one central
governmnt which repre
sents the whols coun-
trv, and takes care of
all matters of general
concern. On the local
level, there are govern-
mental unitg of various
categories which repre
sent different areas in
i which the country is
subdivided.

Thus, local autonomy,
under the Constitution
is aimed primarily to
promote and ensure the
fullest development of
local government units
ag self reliant commu-
nities. But it is never
meant to be used as a
meang for dividing poli-
tical lovalties, formen
tine replonal rivalries,
pr fcrtifving separa
tist sentiments, for
these, where they exist
in foree. ar, barriers

(Page 7, please)




NEW FILIPINOS . . .,
(from page 6)

to unify and therefore
to national integration
and centralization.
Centralism is a basic
and indispensable fea-
ture of our unitary sys-
tem of government,
which ig clearly mani-
fested by the Preamble
of our national Consti:
tution. This centraliza
tion is necessitated by
a complex of contribu-
ting factors arising
{rom the vast social and
economic changes that
have taken place not
only in our country
but the world over du
ring the present centu
rv, and the close inter
action between domes’
+ic and foreign policies.
Under these conditions,
any system of separa
ted powers and scat
tered juridictions does
not harmonize with the
twentieth-century poli-
tics, economics and
technologv. Different
levels of government
can no longer be
thought of ag indepen-
dent in their respec
tive spheres. The local
must necessarily be de
pendent on the national,

MAKESHIFT

There can be no ovrrs
tressing the fact that
it is on the national le
vel where popular elec
tiong ara urgently and
most needed, for it is
on this level where our

democracy is not func-

tioning properly but is
in complete disarray. It’s
here whero we have
failed during the last
five vears to translate
into practice the funda-
mental principle that
‘‘sovereignty resides in
the people and all gov-
ernment authority em-
anates from them."

All that w, have now
is a makeshift political
order which is not root
od in the consent of the
governed but based
solely on coercive
force as the ultimate
sanction of government

MAGSURI TAYO . ..
(buhat sa pahina 5)

uwi o inilipat ng desti
no.

Ito’y nangyayari pag
ka’t lubhang pabor sa
mga Amerikano ang
US RP military bases
agreement. Maraming
US servicemen na lu-
malabag sa batas ng
bansa ang nakaliligtas
sa parusa dahil sa di
makatwirang probisyon
ng kasunduan.

Sa pagpapatuloy ng
negosasyon sa base mi
litar, sana’y magkaroon
ng kapangyarihan o
sovereignty ang pamaha-
laang Pilipino sa mga
US military base. Ito
ang posisyon ng gob
yerno at dapat itong
igiit sa  pagpapatuloy
ng paguusap sa payg
babago ng kasunduan.

Hindi na ngayon ti-
naawag na rcbeldes ang
mga mivembro ng Moro
National Liberation
Front. Sila'v mga sim
pleng terorista na la-
mang. Maganda ang pa
liwanag ni Presidente
Marcos tungkol dito.

Hindi na itinuturing
na rebelde ang mea
mivembro ng MNLF da-
hil sa mega vaglabag ni
to sa kasunduan sa
-‘reasefire” at sa pana-
nalakay sa mga sibilyan
sa Mindanao.

Sa harap ng gani
tong kalagayan, lumili-
taw na wala nang kara
patan ang MNLF upang
makipag usap o maki
pAg ugnavan sa pama-
halaan. At bunga aito,
police action ang inilun-
sad ng gobverno laban
g1 Mmga terorista.

Kung ito'y isang
strategy, maaaring sa

authority. In the case
of the Philippines, no
single ruler can be big
enough, not powerful
enough tp control and
hold together our peo-
pla Moslems and
Christians — into one
united and solidified
whole, — METROPOLI-
TAN MATL.

STUDENT
FARES?

Lucena City, October
19 — The student fare
conceived to help stu-
dents, was approved
by the Board of Trans:
portation. With this in
mind, students who
travel can avail them-
selves of such privi
leges. But it is with
deep regret that only
Lucena students study:
ing in Manila are enti-
tled to such privileges.
Students studying in
Lucena who often go to
Manila for research
purposes are not ‘co-
vered"” in the student
fares. Felipe Cadorni-
gara, Terminal In
Charge of the Batan-
gas Laguna Tayabas
Bus Co., stated in a
clarification made by
local correspondent Me:
lo Acufia that, *only
students from Lucena
who are studying in
Manila are entitled to
the student fare ...”

(Page 11, please)

bihing ito'y maganda
pagka't tila humina ang
posisyon ng MNLF.

Ipinasiya ni Presiden:
te Marcos na huwag
nang itanong sa taong
bayan sa referendum sa
Dis 17 kung gusto ni
lang ibalik o hindi ang
curfew.

Bigla ang desisyon ng
Pangulo. Nangyari ito
samantalang masiglang
tinatalakay ng mama
mayon ang isyu tung
kol sa curfew na inalis
mula noong Agosto 21.

Mahirap hulaan
kung ano ang nagud
yok sa Presidente
upang baguhin ang de-
sisvon sa curfew. Spe
lation lamang ang maa
aring ibigay rito.

Maaaring nakita ng
Pangulo na paanlabag sa
“human  rights” ang
curfew. Sapagka’t ang
paackakaroon ng cur
few hours ay maliwa
naq na pagsikil sa ka
layaang sibil ng mama-
mayan,

WE Jeers

BOI and PCMP

The new policy to al
low the importation of
six cylinder cars aext
year by participants of
the progressive car ma:
nufacturing program
(PCMP) would make
the current national
Energy Conservation
‘Campaign a laughing
stock.

No less than Enercon
Chairman Emilio Abel-
lo has come out with a
protest against the po
licy, saying that the
“importation of heavy
cars which consume
more than double the
fuel and oil used by
lighter cars, by itself
goes against the gov
ernment’s energy con-
servation policies.”

Already, the Enercon
campaian is being ham
pered by the glaring
non cooperation of pri-
vate car owners whose
fuel consumption went

up by 10 per cent during
the January July 1977
period as compared to
th fuel reductions of
7.9 per cent showed by
the public transporta-
tion sector.

With the importation
of big cars, the private
sector's fuel consump
tion would surely jack
up and efforts of the
ordinary Filipino to
save gas would go to
naught,

Authorities of the
Board of Investments
(BOI1) who gave the go
signal for the PCMP
participants to import
six cylinder parts for
500 units next year are
either “myopic” or cal
Inused to the need for
energy conservation.
Jeers to them and to
the money hungry PC-
MP participants.

WE Cheers

BOARD OF

At last, members of
the interim Board of
Censors for Motion Pic
tures (BCMP) have
opened their eyestothe
blight of sexoriented
movies locally produced
here.

In a recent meeting,
the Board headed by De
fense  Undersecretary
Carmelo Z. Barbero, has
adopted new measures
that would put to a halt
the production and
showing of films depic
ing “sex, extra marital
relations and other ero-
tic perversions” (see
WE, Vol. |1 No. 13).

CENSORS

Th new steps initia:
ted by the Board also
include the banning of
overcrowding in movie
houses and the cleaning
up of their toilets.

Also, the Board put
its thumb down on so
called “provocative
publicity of any kind,
including the use of
malicious or naughty
movie titles,”

To Undersecretary
Barbero and the other
Boardmembers, please,
don’t let us wait too
long. And cheers for fi-
nally acting on the
complaints of our mo
viegoers.




SEMINAR — Paramount Vinyl Products Corporation recently con-
ducted its Basic Management Seminar, a part of its manpower develop
ment program. Picture shows seminar participants, composed of Produc
tion Department Heads and Office Managers with the Vice President on
Operations, Mr. Carlos Yao (seated, 2nd left), the Resource Speaker, Mr.
David Santos (seated, 3rd left) andthz Seminar Director, Mr. Richard

Hsu.

LIKE THE .. .

| wag bordering on hys
teria and | felt so weak
from shame from what
had befallen me in
front of all those peo
ple. To top it all, | was
then wearing my white
CEU uniform, which
could make all those
people there judge even
the other students in
our school.

I was so weak and
helpless after the har
rassment, and all the
personnel could indiffe-
rently say was, -‘Sorry,
ho, miss, trabahp na
min iyan, ."

What really happened
was a clear Gestapo like
treatment. If the NBS
people are so anxious to
protect their wares,
should they not exercise
more caution and zeal
in protecting their cus
tomers’ rights? Can a
“Sorry na lang” redeem
me from the humiliation
| suffered in front of
those people? And what
about the other student
buyers from CEU?

| really can’t think

8 % WE *

(from page 3)

how graver my <ase
could have been if my
address book had been
new and unused. Being
a gift from a friend, |
surely would not be
able to produce a re
ceipt for it.

Is coincidence enough
to treat an innocent
customer like a crimi
nal who is merely
shoved inside such an
indecent room?

| hope other young
people would take extra
caution in buying
things. particularly in
surveying articles that
catch their fancy. Soon
er or later, somebody
els, might collar you.
AND AGAIN, be sure
that the things you have
with you either don't
resemble what they sell
or are obviously used.
This reminds me of the
movie, “It could happen
to you.”

NIMFA R. DINA
College of Arts and
Sciences

Centro Escolar Univ,

For the fortnight ending Nov. 30,

STUDENTS SET . ..
(from page 1)

on theramifications and
implications of the
question the electorate
will be asked to answer:

“Do you vote that
President Ferdinand E.
Marcos continue in of
fice as incumbent Pre-
sident and be Prime Mi-
nister after the organi
zation of the interim
Batasang Pambansa as
provided for in Amend
ment No. 3 of the 1976
amendments to the
Constitution?"”

The referendum was
decided upon by the
Batasang Bayan during
its last convention as
a means of ascerfaining
the peoples’ continued
confidencg on the lead-
dership of President
Marcos.

One of the significant
items in the forthecom
ing referendum is the
enfranchisement of
vouths ranging inage of
15 to below 18 vears of
apge. In fact, Comelec
Chairman Leonardo B.
Perez announced at

1977

COLLEGE EDITORS .

The College Editors’
Guild had been frozen
immediately after the
imposition of martial
law in 1972 ag a result
of the media blackoul.
Gradually, however,
campus publications
were allowed to operatz,
and according to an in-
formal study recently
conducted by the CEG,
there are presently
some 29 school publica-
tions that have been
allowed to operate on
Metro Manila out of the
41 chartered members
of CEGP for th, region
before Proclamation
1081.

(from page 3)

Initially, the CEGP
will work for the reac
tivation of other CEGP
member - publications
both in the Metro Mani
la region and in tihe
provinces. Ther, are
plang to hold the natio
nal congressg before the
end of the year, accord
ding to Senen Glorioso,
holdovep national presi
dent og the CEGP. This
means that at least five
oul of the eight CEGP
regions  all over the
country have to be re
activated, so that mem
ber publications in these
areas can  participate
in the congress.

presstimg that the re
gistration of volers
aged 15 18 has been
sel. Hg also said some
20 million arp expected
to register before the
referendum date.

The scheduled inter:
university symposia
will be participateq in
by some 9 sponsoring
schools, according to
WE sources.

The same sources
said that the symposia
i being initiated to
~‘give the studentry and
the youths who comprise
majorily of the voling
populace a broader pers-
pective and a morg in-
telligent knowledge of
the issues involved
through the ventilation
of varioug sides nf the
nquestion.” Thus, the
sponsoring student edi-
tors are inviting some
oppositicn leaders and
pro Marcos representa-
tives in the series of
symposia, An open fo
rum will follow the
speeches of the puest
speakers.

“Through these sym-
posia wa hope that our
studentg will be able to
analyze the issues bel
ter and guide them in
deciding  whether 1o
write “Yes" or “No" in
their ballots,” a college
editor told WE.

PUBLISHER'S NOTE
(from page 4)

posed.

What are the implica
tions of this stupid de
mand?

First_. that we, as a
people, cannot be trust
ed to do our own house
cleaning.

Second, is that our
law enforcement agen
cies have become inutile
in stunting the so called
crime rise rats due to
the lifting of curfew.

Third is that we have
Leen so accustomed to

Martial Law that
we have become short
of puppets without any
will nor determination
to do things by our
selves.

Fourth is that we are
abdicating our right to
freely move about at
any time of the day or
night,

And finally, the last
implication is that we
have Barangay Chair-
men who instead of up
holding our dignity and
defending our liberty,
would rather make all
of us a gutless mind
less people whom they,
the Barangay Chair
men, have sickeningly
epitomized.




Local tradition of human rights

It has been said that
the regime of martial
law is constitutional,
and the phrase “consti.
tutional  authoritaria
nism” has been used to
describe remedy pro.
vided for in the Consti
tution which is to be
availed of only “in case
of invasion, insurrec.
tion, or rebellion, or
imminent danger there
of." Being an extraordi
nary remedy, it must
be used with great pru
dence; indeed, the tra.
dition of martial law in
a democratic policy,
which goes back to the
ancient Roman Repub
lic, orCains that its ap.
plication be limited and
specific i terms both
of time and space.

The reason for cau
tion is clear. Just as a
bird can get used to the
confinement of a cage,
so can a frep people be
lured into accepting the
deceptive advantages of
authoritarian rule, par.
ticularly if the denial
of constitutional liber
ties is enforced by ef.
fective measures of
intimidation and pu
nishment. At the same
time, the holders of
emergency power, se
duced by the attrac
tions of unrestrained
authority, may soon
come to believe that the
delegation of power to
them is permanent. They
therefore tend to deve.
lop certain ineclinations
and interests that could
dilut, their attachment
ta the Republic and the
Constitution.

1t cannot be denied
that our political sys
tem befor, martial law,
indeed, the national so.
clety as a whole, re
quired the double the
rapy of deep purgation
and shock treatment.
But such double thera
py is not without risk,
and care must be taken

to ensure that the deep-
seated vices are eradi-
cated without Kkilling
the patient.

Because of the need
to forestall violent revo
lution, martial law may
have provided the occa-
sion to initiate a pro.
cess of social reform;
but it may not be inde
finitely prolonged on
the grouna That it is
needed to complete the
process. Social transfor-
mation in a democracy
is a long term task of
all the people living,
consulting and acting
together in freedom and
responsibility.

WHAT TO DO?

What is there left for
us to do today, on the
fifth anniversary of
martial law? First of
all, we must renew our
historic commitment to
human rights. We
should ask that a policy
to lift martial law with
deliberate speed be for.
mally prociaimed and
implemented. This
would require, first,
that all political priso
ners not facing crimi.
nal charges bp released
and those facing such
charges be speedily
brought to trial in civi
lian courts. This would
restore one of the
greatest of all human
rights: the right to due
process, including im.
munity from arbitrary
arrest and detention.

Next, a measura of
press freedom must be
restored. Neither the
regime of licentious
media befor, martial
law nor thg regime of
controlled media under
martial law is tolerable
for long. Fortunately
our choice needq not be
limited 1o one or the
other. We can have a
press that avoids the
excess of licentiousness
as well as the extremi
ty of State control,

PART II

by SALVADOR LOPEZ

something patterned on
the British model of
self regulating media.
Press, radio and televi
\sion  would operate
without prior censor-
ship or other external
constraints, but would
be subject to corrective
measures in accordance
with  guidelines pre-
viously accepted by the
media themselves.

The revival of a free
presg is central to the
restoration ol civii and
political liberty. It is as
indispensable as an
clective legislature to
the establishment of a
just, responsible and
democratic society
wherein, to wuse the
words og Presidnt Mar
cos himself, ¢“govern
ment and people are
joined together by the
principle of consent”
and “political authori
Ly is accountable to
the people.” Only by
being free can the me
dia enhance their own
credibility and perform
the vital function of
discussion and criti
cism which justifies
their existence — a
function  which be
comes all the more im
portant the longer the
revival of representa
tive government is de-
ferred.

ELECTIONS

Nobody wants the old
Congresg to return, but
the convocation of the
Interim Assembly and
the holding of elections
cannot be indefinitely
postponed. One may
buy a littlg time by ex
perimenting with new
political expedients, but
in the end, the pro-
cesses ordained in  the
Constitution must be
observed. Elections
must be held. What
time remains might be
better spent in devising
measures that would

immunize the new Na
tional Assembly from
the worst vices of the
old Congress: selfish
ness and greed, graft
and corruption, irres
ponsibility and abuse
of power.

Apolinario Mabini,
thy braing of the Phi
lippine Revolution,
wrote in The True De
calogue: "“Do not recog
nize in your country
the authority of any
person not elected by
you and your fellow-ci
tizeng . . . the person
designatled and pro
claimed by the indivi-
dual consciences of the
whole people is the only
one who should wield
the real authority.”

That is a home-grown
Filipino political philo
sopher speaking, not
John Locke or Thomas
Jefferson.

SILENCE

What can be dong to
accelerate the dismant
ling of martial law and
the restoration of our
civii and political
rights?

In President Marcos
we are dealing with
ong of the most intelli
gent and resourceful
political leaders ever
produced by our nation.
It would be dangerous,
even tragic, to miscal
culate him. We should
iry to understand him
rather, try to discern
hig real purpose as well
as the direction and the
goal of his policies.

When President Mar
cog denieg that viola-
tions of human rights
have occurred in this
country, I for one am
prepared to believe him_
al least to the extent
that ha may not have
sanctioned or may not
be aware of such vio
lations. And when he
says that the suspen
sion of certain rights

and liberties is tempo
rary, for the duration
of the emergency, I am
also prepared to accept
this reservation which,
in elfect, implies that
these rights and liber
ties are valid and sub-
sisting and will soon be
restored to full vigor
and effect.

CRYPTO - DEMOCRAT

Threp years ago, i
describud President Mar~
cos as ‘‘a cryplo-demo
crat who cannot quite
get over his democratic
upbringing”. He is a
man, moreover, wWho is
obsessed with the ver-
dict of history upon his
leadership of this na
tion. He has said pub-
licly that ‘**any viola
tion of human rightg is
ong too many that may
not be tolerated by the
New Society."”

That may sound like
hyperbole, but T much
prefer to believe him.
But, of course, we must
not be content with be
lieving him. We must
keep the pressure upon
him tp do what he says.
Fortunately, external
events in rapid succes.
sion are also pressing
upon him Lo act con-
formably with his
words. In South Asia,
authoritarian regimes
are falling onga by one,
in rapid succession; the
drooping spirit of de
mocracy is gaining
strength around the
world.

I like to believe that
when President Marcos
saigq last Fourth of Ju
ly he is suppcorting Pre
sident Carter's interna
national campaign for
human rights, he was
not yielding to external
pressure, but rather
that he was heeding at
last the growing cla
mor of his own people,
the Filipino people, for
rights and liberties.




ASTROLOGY

The Institute for Psy-
chical Research is hold-
ing a practical course
on Astrology which
teacheg individuals how
to discover and develop
their inner potentials.
This self - discovery
course . through astrolo
gy will be held at the
Manila Hilton and will
be conducted by the
Philippines’ leading psy-
chic and astrologer
Pertriuos.

In this Astrologv
course, Petroius will
teach the participants
how their zodiac sign
and ascendant influence
their personality and
how tn develop it fur
ther; how to identify
their lucky periods in
order to take full ad-
vantage of them and

W‘fﬁ @f?u@&“#ﬂv“ '_13, _‘.-i.\
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how to locate the posi-
tion of their planets in
the zodiac and how
these affect the diffe-
rent aspects of their
life.

For more details, call
573711 (PR) Manila
Hilton or 853921.

SUFFOCATION

Some parents still
practise the dangerous
habit leaving their ba-
bies to feed themselves
by propping the feed
bottle on a cushion, If
left unsupervised, a ba-
by may inhale the milk
and choke to death.

Ensure that the baby
is properly winded and
laid down correctly on
his side, and not on his
back. A baby may re
gurgitate his food and

A black couple entered a southern nightclub that

continued to practise

racial discrimination as it

could get away with. “What do | do, boss?” the
maitre’d hotel asked the manager. “Give thein a
check with every round of drinks,” he snarled,
‘-and keep doubling the prices — 2 bucks, 4, 8,
and so on., That ought to drive them out before

too long.”

But some timg later, the black couple was
still there and the maitre’d hotel again asked the

manager.

“What do | do now, sir, those blacks

are up to 64 dollars a round already."”
“What do you think stupid?” shouted the

manager.

“Get rid of the white trash|/”

» "

BETTER LATE THAN NEVER . ..

if you're a single girl/

" *

- “

. especially

Reassuring words to tell your date:
“There’s really nothing to warry about — | kid

you not.”

10 * WE *

This page is devoted to miscellaneous (sari-sari) items,
i.e., WE readers looking for job opportunities, scholarships,
missing persons, bargain sale products, etc, Or for those
who want to greet someong “special” but are afraid to say
it in person, this page is for you.

choke.

Always remove his
bib before he goes to
sleep .. a loose bib
can cauge suffocation.

Baby should not sleep
on the same bed as
adults. There is a dan
ger of suffocation by
being rolled on.

Never usg thin plastic
sheetg in cots. Iy 1t
comes loose, and is af
fected by static electri
city, it can stick to his
face.

DIAL A DIET

Are you in need of
dietary and nutrition in-
formation?

Dial NUFOPHIL. Tt
i« a project of the Nu-
trition Foundation of
the Phil. for those with
dietary and nutrition
problems.

People with dietary
problems like diabetes,
hypertension, obesity,
underweight and gout,
are given immediate as
sistance by nutrition ex-
perts over the tele
phone.

Students and profes
sionalg who are tog bur
sy to consult medical
nutritionists or  dieti-
tians are also wel
come.

NFP nutrition elinic
has already accommo’
dated more than 100
outpatients over the
phone aside from those
who visited the clinic
for free medical and la-
boratory services.

For prompt dietary
counselling and nutri
tion advise, dial 615384
(PLDT) or 07—550135
(GTS).

CHICHARON

Try pork chicharon-
making as your side

Fer the fortnight ending Nov, 30, 1977

line or fulltime ven-
ture. It is very profita-
ble!

To make this deli-
cious snack, BAI food
technologists  suggest
the following steps:

Cut a kilo of pork
skin into uniform sizes.
Mix two tablespoons of
salt, one and one half
tablespoons chopped
garlic, one and one —
tbs. vetsin, and three
cups water,

Mix the ingredients
with the cut pork skin
and boil slowly until
pieces of skin are soft
enough to be pinched.

After boiling, put the
pieces of skin in a ske-
wer or tuhugan and dry
in the sun for four
days or more.

Gather them and keep
them indoors in the
evening.

When dried,
hot lard slowly until
skin pieces are wall
puffed, Make them curl
up by pressing with a
fork in the middle of
each piecg  while
frying. After this, soak
the pieces in lard for
three or four days
more before final fry-
ing. Serve hot and cris-

PY:

fry in

chost |

To Alice M, Cruz
Happy birthday! We
don’t forget your birth
day kahit nakalimutan
mo na kami. Saan ang
blow out?
Larry
To FVM
Hope you still remem-
ber me. Cant we not
say sorry to each other
and make up for what
we've done?
King '82
L * L
To El Bimbo Fans Club
Sige ipagpatuloy n’yo
lang ang good work.
Peanut Butter

» » »

To Nilda of LUFCBA
Thanks for the hospi-
tality sa Aurora, Que-
zon, Extend my regards
to Fr. Noli.
Mr. Camera

Angkan ni Barok, LUF
Congratulations for
a successful affair.
More power tg all of
you.
Gilbey's
* * 1
Happy birthday to:
Weng (Oct. 8), Jojo
(Oct. 14), Butch Lla:
nes (Oct, 19), Cecile
(Nov. 4), Ellen (Nowv.
6).
The Hopia Factory
* L] "

Many happy returns of
the day to Jess E.
Joecans

Congrats to WE for the

“‘new look”.
From a JRC admirer

* * L]

To IV 14 (Hopia)
Magbanat kayo
buto!

ng
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by DIO R. B. LANTORIA

This column never
runs out of explosive
rumblingg per fortnight.
And in this issue, the
ever widening gap bet-
ween the press and the
broadcast media is in
focus.

The tragedy with our
country being so small
as it is, is that the va-
rioug media of commu-
nication can still afford
to be disunited in their
views . .. and logical
ly, be conflicting in the
causes they individual
ly promote.

[Even on the seemingly
remots question of
whether gambling re
sults should be pro-
claimed publicly, our
media are divided. Last
September, four an-
nouncers in Cebu were
suspended by the Broad-
cast Media Council after
having been found guil-
iy of airing Jai Alai
results. But it seems
that, while the broad-
cast media have deci
ded to withhold its
sanction on the airingz
of gambling results, the
print media are just he-
pinning to legitimize
them.

In a meeting hosted
by the Philippine Coun
il for Print Media at
tha MOPC (October 11,
1977), BMC Director

ndre Kahn has clearly
rticulated this specific
oliev of the Couneil:
10 airing of any infor-

ation which may be
1sed in organized ille
itimate gambling,

This  announcement
as met with lifted eye-
brows in certain sec
ors. A PCPM director
r one, summed up the
olicy as “hypocritical."
thought there might

be soma misunderstan-
ding. The point is, we're
on a stage where there
need tg be an increased
emphasis on the posi-
tive than the negative
human praectices -— and
broadecasters  couldn’t
quite succeed if they
publicized virtues side
by side with vices. Si-
milarly, we cannot up-
hold our best ecitizens
and honest laborers
and at the sam,. time,
rain equal exposures on
the idle, inefficient and
gambler. As a form of
social deviation, gam-
bling deserves littla ar
no media boost notwith-
standing the fact that
the law doesn’t prohibit
it.

And here lies again
the problem of the me:
dia — as an agency of
social norms. Usually,
the media make no dis
tinction between right
and wrong. As if that
were not bad enouzh,
people unwarily mis-
takea sheer exposure for
encouragement. 1t
therefore is feverishly
appropriate to make
fhat distinction NOW.
By refusing to air gam-
bling information, tha
broadcast media would
be reducing an oeceasion
which could lead to ac
tual gambling.

- - -

Students taking up
mass communications
'mht to  learn much
from this issue. It may
be a problem of self
regulation, Presidential
Decree 576 completely
liberates the print and
broadcast media from
aovernment interven
tion. Since then, the two
media earned the privi-
lege to self regulate.
But the difference bet

ween them are quite
striking. The broadcast
industry, having gained
independence, one
might suspect eventual
abuse or reversion to li-
centiousness. After all,
an industry is not ex
pected to formulate
stringent curbs on its
own practices. How
would you expect smug
glers to make a penal
code against smugg
ling?

But the public itself is
a witness. Despite the
opportunity to abuse,
the radio television have
lived up to their own
word and wrote restric
tions — no matter how
they hurt the industry.

The saner point of
course is, why be divi
ded on such a basic is
sue? At this point and
time in history, the
print and broadcast
ought to adopt more co
herent and complemen-
tary roles in the coun
try's development,

Now speaking of the
specific discipling set
to control the quality
of broadcast, the accre-
dition scheme which
was meant to uproot
the undesirables from
the airlanes, was final-
ly implemented late
this year. Perhaps stu
dents are still aware of
this.

Out of the 1,356 an-
nouncers all over the
country who applied for
accredition last May 7,
some 723 have passed
and will be duly accre-
ditedd or licensed by
the Council. Unacecredi
ted ones may not go on
the air anymore, The
successful licenses hur-
dled threa types of exa-
mination: a written
form constituting 40%
Tape—on — the — air
Evaluation (40%) and
Management Evalua-
tion Survey (20%).
Thig shows that an an-
nouncer is judged by
his written examination

as well as his actual
performance on the air.

Because the accredi
tion scheme is one of
those instruments des:
igned by the Council to
professionalize  broad-
casting, not just a few
winced at its implemen-
tation. Too inconside:
rate, even said some, to
practitioners who've
been announcing since
the Japanese regime,
Indeed, but then, when
do we start being consi
derate to the plight of
our listeners?

In amnother scene,
stiortly before the end
of the ’ast semester,
certain students of comr
rounication had asked
v.hethep becaliasting ig
now a government
monopoly. The question
may be naive but it's
got some basis. The
airlanes, they chorused,
is about to explode
with so many develon-
mental and governmen-
tal messages. Couldn't
we lessen this volume
of hookuns on state
affairs, confabs or plain
inaugural gatherings,
and all these homilies
about birth control,
energy conservation,
ete. The answer of
course, is that there'd
actually be more of
those bete noire type of
communication in the
near future,

* * *

We'd hear a lot more
counselling on ecology,
and conservation of
natural resources, pol-
lution, human settle-
ments, control of di-
seases, etc. Executives
are aware that listeners
would be less jaunty
about this new image
of radio and TV. But
this is one of the ways
the media could b de'
velopmental. After
about a decade of tug
of war, the industry
realizes that nobody
ouaght to win the battle.
Develonment and com
mercial broadcasting
can compatibly mate.

Of course, the ones who
could best assure this
are the listeners and
viewers.

Ong of the causes, in
cidentally, of this swell
in the amount of Dev-
com plugs is the sign
ing of a memorandum
of agreement between
the Broadcast Media
Council and the Depart-
ment of MNatural Re-
sources. Last October
13, Antonio C. Barrei
ro of the BMC and Sec.
Leido of DNR signed a
memorandum  binding
the agencies they repre
sent to a yearlong re
ciprocal servitude. The
symbiotic relationship
begins with DNR dona
ting P45,000 at the out
set, to the BMC for its
operational funds. And
there's allegedly an
additional sum of P100,-
000 on the way this
week. In exchange for
this cash supply, the
BMC would implement
a nationwide broadcast
campaign designed to
instill public aware:
ness on the DNR and
its ecological efforts.
Foremost of such ef
forts of course, is the
tree planting program
and its effects on ur-
ban resistance to floods.
Next in lin. are mes
sages on pollution and
preservation of natural
resources.

STUDENT FARES . ..
(from page 7)

It isclear therefore that
discounts are only made
available for Manila
students. Considering
that almost all students
are dependent on pa-
rental support, isn't it
fair enough to apply the
same privilege to stu
dents who often go to
Manila or other places?
If the statement made
by Cadornigara is true,
can’t the Board of
Transportation make
modifications regard-
ing the student fares?

= 1
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Cinderella
victory

The virtually wun
known Letran women's
volleyball team grabbed
this year's NCAA WO
MEN'S VOLLEYBALL
CHAMPIONSHIP «u
ring their maiden year
via a sweep of the eli
mination round and the
finals including wins
over defending cham
pion Ateneo and fthe

attitude and teamman
ship made coach Bogs
Rivera stick to having
only seven players
(most teamg have 10 or
12).

puring the oecisive
gamne against 1ne ia
vored Le La Salie Arcn
eretles, Loach Bogs Kr°
vera hag his hands full
as the 'Lait Avenue girlg
won the first set, 7—15,
against thg disorga
nized Letranettes. In
the second set, the
Knighties regained their
bearings when it led,
5—1, only to lose their
composure brought
about by the jeers of
the highly partisan
crowd and the lead
changed hands in favor
og La Salle, 6—12. Con
sistency made the big
gest factor during the
gam, as the Knighties
retrieved hard volleys
from th, Archerettes at
the same time causing

FORM — Members of the Letran Volleyball team

show their winning form.

concededly superior La
Salle.

Led by the diminu-
tive but highly consis
tent spiking combina-
iion of Nancy Gan and
Bebe  Cristobal, the
Knighties swept every
opposition on their path
to the crown. The
team's never—say—die

12 * WE * For the

them to commit a lot of
errors, At this point, Le
tran opted for their
patenteq set plays and
was proven effective as
the Knightieg smashed
in for the equalizer, 13
all. 'The Archerettes

helped the Knighties by

commitiing more costly
errors and decided to

WE crossword

by NORMAN M. VILORIA

2\

23

24

28

30

ACROSS

1—unconquerablea

8—symbol for nickel
9—suffix
10—emergency
13—make

16—affirmative answer
(slang)

17—suffix

21—interpret in reason
able manner

23—ag valorem (abb)
24—charitableness

2% —musical notg
29—proposition

30—one who studies hu
man races

DOWN

1—unequaled
2—Spanish for “mine”
J—dampen or soak
4—a weapon
5—warns

6— .. mal glandg

T—suffix

11—no one
12—infantry (abb)
14—may it be so!
¥—comfort; relief
18—warning
19—dove

20—inhabitant of Fin
land

22—be ill
25—night bird of prey
26—unit of work or

energy

27—prefix

cedgs the sscond set to
Letran, 15—13. The
last and deciding set
saw the lead change
hands three Llimes as
both teams fought a

fortnight ending Nov. 30, 1977

gruelling contest con-
sisting of four dead
locks, the last at 11 all.
At this stage, 1he
Knighties knew they
were headed for victo

ry as they dropped in a
4—1 bomb that served
ag a fitting climax for
the Knighties, winning
the set and the game,
1512,




By FELICIANO V. MARAGAY

To thig day, Nazism
has not lost its attrac-
tion ag a subject of po-
litical conversation
among learned circles.
This is proven by the
propensity of newspa-
per editors to give it
iront-page treatment
verytime a news on the
caplure or death of a
winted Nazi criminal
breaks out. Nazism, as
is generally known, is
he popular term ap-
lied to the fascist

ovement  engineered
by Adolf Hitler in Ger-

any. It was the Nazi
rxpansionist designs in
urope which led to

orld War II,

As World War II was
Irawing to an end, most
f the top leaders of
ascist Germany had
bither been slain or cap-
ured. Only a few ma-
maged to escape the
nost prominent of
vhom was Martin Bor-
ian, Hitler's personal
secretary ang head of
he Nazi party secreta-
‘jat. In the current best
selling paperback, The
Aftermath, author La-
lislas Farago attempts
o trace Borman's es-
'‘ape route. Thp last oc-
‘asion  Borman was
seen, according to a
iumber of eyewitness
ccounts, was sometime
n June, 1945 when he
ag fleeing from the
ynrushing American oc
upation forces right
n the center of Berlin,
“rom this point, a huge
acuum about Borman's
ate follows. Unofficial
itories had it that Bor-
nan was actually ram-
ed by an  American
ank and died on the
pot. But what has led
any experts to debunk
hig theory is th. fai-
ure of government in-
estigators to discover

any authentic traces of
his remains within the
vicinity where he was
alleged to have been
killed,

Another theory —and
which is widely believed
to be true — is that
Borman  miraculously
escaped. And with him,
he smuggled out of Ger-
many millions of dollarg
worth of Nazistolen
treasureg in the form of
gold bullions, jewelries,
currencies and other va-
luables.

Several attempts have
been made to capture
Borman but all og them
proved futile. Even the
Oentral Intelligence
Agency (CIA) set its
vast machinery at work
to put this notorious
Nazi fugitive behind
bars. But like all the
other would be captors,
the CIA failed. For a
while, the world seemed
to have resigned itself
to the still unconfirmed
belief that Borman was
already dead until The
Aftermath, today’s top
thriller, hit the book-
shelves.

Nearly 30 years after
Borman's daring escape
in 1945, The Aftermath
rekindled worldwide in-
terest in the Borman
mystery. Farago, au-
thor of previous two
blockbusters, Patton
and Game of the Foxes,
himself went on a series
of expeditions to the
various places where
Borman took refuge.
Farago claimed to have
sufficient evidence that
Borman stayed for two
years in the Vatican
City where he was
showered with the per-
sanal protection of no
less than the Pope. At
that time, the Vatican

maintained a special of-
fice which took care of
the needs of the thou-
sands of refugees way-
laid by the war who had
converged in this holy
sanctuary.

In 1947, Borman is
said to phave sailed for
Argentina where he bar-
gained his stolen trea-
sure for his entry. Ac-
cording io Farago,
about threefourths of
the DBorman treasure
went to the then strong-
man of Argentina, Co-
lonel (later General)
Juan Peron, a fascist
dictator in his own
right who ardently fol-
lowed Hitler's totalita
rian dogmas.

Showing his dexteri-
ty as a master sleuth
whicy, he has cultivated
since his years in the
American Office for
Strategic Services (OS-
S), Faragp made ex
tensive reference to the
documents he wangled
from the Argentine se-
cret service describing
Borman's clandestine
life in this South Ame-
rican haven for Nazi
escapees. Borman, re
lates the book, spent a
rather luxurious life for
many vearsg under the
personal protection of
Col. Peron. As if to ac-
knowledge his position
in the Third Reich,
Borman ig said to have
been chosen by the
thousands of Nazl fugi-
tives there ag their lea-
der. Borman according
lv invested his millions,
in big businesses which
prospered, thanks to his
ever-reliabla business
acumen. The enormous
nrofits gained from this
venture provided a ge-
neroung supply of funds
for the exnanding neo-
Nazi colonies in South
America.

After Peron's down:
fo1l in 1955. Borman's
lif» again hanged in the
balance for ha was per-
secuted by the new Ar
rentine rulers. Du, to
this precarious situa-
tion, Borman sought
rofuge in  one South
American eountry after
arother until Farago, as

he claims, traced him
down in his hiding place
deep in an Argenting
jungle sometimg in
1974. Thig wily Nazi
criminal, as described by
Farago when they met,
was already suifering
from advanced senility
and very much frail.

Having read the book,
one will pose thg ques-
tion ag to what usa is
the discovery that Bor-
man is finally tracked
down alive and still hi-
ding from hig captors.
For so many years, he
has been tagged as the
most wanted Nazi cri-
minal of the postWorld
War II era and several
warrants for his arrest
have been issued by
West Germany courts.
Any of these warrants
could still be valid up
to now, since according
to Farago, there has
been no official pro-
nouncement from either
tha West German go-
vernment or any of the
Allied nations rtunning
after him that the same
have already been re
voked..

If so, why is it that
inspite of Farago's dis-
covery as revealed in
The Aftermath, there
seemg to be no sign at
all that the concerned

authorities have issued
a red alert for his cap-
ture? Perhaps, the ans-
wer lieg in the fact that
because of the unduly
long span of time that
has passed, the interest
and seriousness about
Borman's capture has
totally died down. Per-
haps the Allies and the
West German govern-
ment’s present position
is that it will make no
difference now whether
Borman is captured or
goes scot-free. If  so,
have they forgotten his
crimes?

This writer thinks
that the ultimate signi-
flcance of The After-
math lies not in the fi-
nal discovery of Bor-
man's whereabouts, thus
ending this country’s
longest manhunt. Ironi-
cally, the book's signifi-
cance can be found sim
ply in the disappointing
observation that things
happen when they are
least expected and
therefor, do not seem
1o be needed.

Borman —  Hitler's
righthand man and al.
leged successor — was
finally found. But why
doesn’t anyone (except
perhaps the author Fa.
rago) raise a hullabal
loo?

ZEALOTS OF BATASANG BAYAN . . .
(from page 5)

jurists.

After four sessions, the moment has

come

for the Batasang members to reexamine their po
sition. Have they satisfactorily fulfilled their obli-
gations as a consultive body? What inovations have

they introduced?

A look at the record of proceedings at the
Philippine International Convention Center would
disclose that while Batasang leaders have proved
their mettle there is still much to expect from the
rank and file. Although it may be said that the
lower rank is not wanting in men of eloquence or
perception, no worthy nations have sprung from
their side of the session hall, And for that matter
any kind of constructive dissent.

« «

* L

There is no question that the President, as
the Batasan’s presiding officer, does not encourage
absolut; meekness. After announcing his desire
to submit himself to a presidential election, he
tried to stir up debate on the legal aspects of the
matter. The ensuing discussion enabled him to dis
card the idea of an election and uphold instead
of holding of the referendum. Could this more
legally feasible recourse been taken if everybody
simply said “amen?” — TIMES JOURNAL

BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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by TESS SAN JUAN

Teta Collado, WE cor
respondent for Vigan,
Tlocos Sur, writeg that
the University of North-
ern Philippines had its
foundation week last
October 17—22. The
week long  celebration
was highlighted by the
coronation of Miss
UNP, the holding of a
symposium on ‘Tlocano
Cultural Renaissance
Through the UNP lip
cano Studies Center,”
contests in  academic
and vocational skills,
and the presentation of
a comedy ang a zarzue
la in Tlocano.

The university played
host to the TUAAP
Northern Central Luzon
Meet. The University of
Baguio team emerged
first place with Ange
les University copping
second. The UNP and
the Central Luzon State
University teams fi-
nished third and fourth,
respectively.

The university gave
recognition to ten out

standing educators
Northern

in
Philippines.
They are: Mr., Pedro
Burgonia, Abra; Dr.
Benjamin Salvosa, Ba-
guio Benguet; Supt. Sa-
bino Acorda, Cagayan;
Mrs., Josefa LlanesEs
coda (posthumous), Ilo
cos Norte; Dr. Buena-
ventura J. Bello, Ilocos
Sur; Dr. Miguel Gaf
fud, Isabela; Supt. Apo
linarip Apilado (post-
humous), La Union;
Supt. Damaso M. Ban
gaoat. Mt. Province:
Mr, Matias Perez (post
humous), Nueva Vizea-
va; and Hon. Juan L.
Manuel, Pangasinan,

* » -

The U.P. Board of Re
gents, in a meeting last
October 28, has ap-
proved the reconstruc
tion of the UPLB Re
search Council into a
U.P. at l.os Banos Re
search and Extension
Council. By this action,
the board phased out
the University Re

search Council and the
Technical Advisory
Board for Extension at
the U.P. in Los Bafios.

The board also ap
proved the renaming of
the UPLB College of
Sciences and Humani
ties to UPLB College of
Arts and Sciences; and
the Los Baiios Compu
ting Center to Compu
ter Service Unit. The
Department of Mathe
matics, Statistics and
Physics of the UPLB
College of Arts and
Sciences was reorga
nized into two depart
ments, namely, the De
partment of Statistics
and the Department of
Mathematics and Phy

UP Integrated Foreign
Scholarship and spou
ses of permanent staff
members of the univer
sity.

Mrs, Arlinda O. V.
Ruiz of Cebu City took
over last November 2
as the first woman au
ditor og the University
of the Phisppines in Di-
liman. She succeeds
Marciano S. Caballa.

She is a former CPA
hoard topnotcher (12th
place) in 1949. Mrs.
Ruiz obtained her Ba
chelor of Science in
Commerce (cum laude)
in 1949 from the Iar
Fastern University and
her Master of Business
Administration (with
honors) in 1975 from

@ 'the University of the
¢ Philippines.

Mrs. Arlinda O.V. Ruiz

sics.

Exemptions from the
non citizenship fee has
been expanded to in
clude recipients of the

. .

CEU advanced its bid
for the championship
crown of this year’s
Women's National Col
legiate Athletic Asso
ciation (WNCAA) as it
ousted the UM Hawks
in an encounter at the
Loyola Center hard
court, November 4, 49—
46.

Earlier, the cagebel
les humbled PCC at
65—50 to redeem itself
after having lost to the
Chiang Kai Shek girls.

The CEU Flamingoes
battle with thg Chiang
Kaj Shek team on Nov
ember 27 for the crown
which, for the first
time in years will be
covered live by televi
sion,

Last year, CEU bowed
down to the La Salle
Green Archerettes fi
nishing first runner up.

This year’s CEU team
is skippered by Evelyn
Hubalde, sistepr to ace
Crispa basketeer, Fred
die Hubalde.

The Federation of Ju-
nior Chapter of the Phi
lippine Pharmaceutical
Association (FJCPPA)
will hold a symposium
and open forum on De-
cemhber T at the CEU
Librada Avelino Audi
torium.

As highlight of the
National Pharmacy
Week  Celebration, it
will b, attendegq by
some 400 students, of-
ficeres and board mem
bers of the PPHA, and
other sectors outside
Pharmacy profession.

Mr, Katipunan de los
Reyes of Sandoz Phar-
marentical Laboratory
will delve on the topie:
“The Relationshin Bet
wapen Pharmaciste and
Manufacturers.”

CASE TO CASE . ..
(from page 5)

while there were quite
new and interesting in
sights from the impres
sive lineup of speak
ers. As expected, the
ticklish perennial ques
tion was “how a writer
draws the line between
legitimate dissent or
criticism and subver
sion.” The fact that
even in the circle of the
most elite writers and
lawyers this becomes
debatable simply prove_
that it takes real keen
perception to be able to
write under the present
situation. But we have
gradually begun to rea
lize, at least, that more
often, the restraints are
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more of self restraints
born out of unfounded
fears, Joey Lina's talk
dared both professional
and campus writers to
test the pronounce
ments of the govern
ment that there is press
freedom even under
martial law. According
te Lina, most of us who
want to play safe do
not hite at the bpro
nouncements, and he
hurls the challenge for
student writers to test
these.

On press freedom
again: Chief Justice Cas
tro states that the
meaninaful kind of
press freedom reigns in
a situation where there
is a fair equilibrium
between the authority

of the state to promote
the common good and
the assertion of the in
dividual’s liberty. The
Chief Justice goes on to
say that the proper
perspective of freedom
is to view it with its
concommittant respon
sibility.

Again, writers are
wont to ask: who de
cides when or how such
equilibrium is main
tained? Who is the fi
nal arbiter on contro
versies about criticism
and subversion or un
dermining of people’s
faith in government?
The Chief Justice ans
wers: the courts,

Come to think of it,

For the fortnight ending Nov. 30, 1977

to be truthful and rele
vant in one's writings
is not simply a matter
of guts, for fear is born
of superficial fetters.
What is more important
is a writer's perception
of what is truthful and
important, for this is
something uncontested
under whatever dispen
sation.

Curfew 1o be reim
posed? This is another
question recommended
for inclusion in the De
cember 17 referendum.
Thanks to the overwhe!
ming resolutions  of
somp barangay leaders
¥or all the fears of an
increased erime rate,
{(which is getting to be

quite contagious, real
ly) our peopls must ne
ver forgt that a na-
tion's strength ultimate:
ly lies in the strength
of an enlightened and
active mass base. No
matter how strong and
knowledgeablas Presi
dent Marcos may prove
as a leader. the [facl
{hat the public has be
come so used toartificial
crutches lik, curfew lo
solve problems that are
the pro
vince of other authori
ties {law enforcement
this case)
does not speak well of a
strong people. What
ever happened the
tireless admonitions for
sclf discipline?

cssentially in

agencies, in

to




A FUTILE EXERCISE
(from page 2)

ing beyond eight years;
it adopted a parlia-
mentary form of gov
ernment, and made him
Premier of the interim
National Assembly.

On October 16 of last
year, thy Constitution
was amended, and ins.
tead of the interim Na
tional Assembly, the
change created the In.
terim Batasang Pam
bansa.

This body shall be
composed of the incum.
bent President, repre
sentatives from reglons
— T understand there
are at present thirteen,
whose manner of elec.
tion Is to be determined
by decree; sectoral re
presentatives not less
than elghteen years old,
whose number and
manner of election are
to be determined by
decree; and cabinet
members by appoint.
ment, ag many as may
be chosen by the Presi
dent.

Under that setup,
the President does not
have to face election.
The regional represen
tatives face election,
but not the President.
He not only attomati
~ally cecomes a member
of the assembly Frut
also automatically the
Prime Minister.

Until the pertinent
decrees are issued, we
do not know how the
regional representa
tiveg will be chosen —
whether directly or indi-
rectly, whether thru the
regular voters or thru
the barangays. We do
not also know what
sectors this wvague
amendment referg to
— whether to students,
\vorkers, fishermen, bar:
bers, or what have you,
and whether they will
be elected only by their
sectors or thru other
means. Be that as it
may, any election will

bo limited to
and sectoral
tatives.

regional
represeq.

Under the 1935 Cons-
Litution we had a presi.
dential type, under the
1973 we have a parlia
mentary form of gov.
ernment. The Interim
Batasang Pambansa is
supposed to introduce
us into thig system.
And the heart of the
parliamentary system
rests on accountability
of the Prime Minister
to the Assembly. He
owes his election to the
people and he must
therefore answer for
hig actions to the peo
ple thru their chosen
representatives In the
assembly. If for any
reason the assembly
loses the confidence of
the Prime Minister, the
members may, theore.
tically, pose a nocon.
fidence vote and re.
place him with another
of their confidence.

Let us assume that
vrus is an assembly wi.
der a parliamentary
form of government —
and you are the dele.
gateg and I the Prime
Mirister. enter intp an
agreement with the
MNLF ceding to them
Sulu and Basilan, giv
ing them virtual inde
pendence in the guise
of autonomy. You learn
of this and are angered
by its unequal and un
lawful terms. You have
a right — not only to
question but also 1o
cust mg as Prime Mi
nister — and one of you
can rise on a motion
of no confldence — and
demand a vote from the
Assembly. If the majo-
rity of you approve the
no confidence motion, I
have to step down as
Prime Minister. Under
th, Presidential sys
tem, a President faces
impeachment or forced
resignation as in the
case of Nixon. Under the
Parliamentary form,

the Premier faces the

crucial accountability
of no confidence — like
Fremiere Rabin of Is.
rael — much quicker,
less burdensome.

But under the amend
ment ‘*‘overwhelmingly
approved” by the peo.
ple on October 16 of
last year, not only is
there a radical depar
ture from this vital es.
sence of parliamentary
accountability but
the very opposite has
been addpted. Instead
of the Prime Minister
being made accountable
to the Assembly, it is
the Assembly who is
made accountable to
the Prime Minister —
and instead of you pas
sing a motion to oust
me, it is I who can oust
you and even dissolve
the Assembly.

Consider section 6 of
the amendment —

“Whenever in the

judgement of the Pre.

sident (Prime Minis
ter) there exists a
grave emergency or a
threat or imminence
thereof, or whenever
the interim Batasang
Pambansa or the Re.
gular National As
sembly fails or is un.
able to act adequate
ly on any matter for
any reason he may,
in orfiler to meet the
exigency, issue the
necessary decree, Or-
ders or letterg of ins
truction, which shall
form part of the law
of the land.”

In other words, the
President Prime Minis
ter can disregard even
dissolve the Assembly.
He can diregard the
will of the Assembly
and continue his autho
ritarian rule. It is the
singer not the song.
Change ths song, the
singer remains. Protest
against the new song,
the singer remains. Re-
move the song, the
singer remains. Be it

Presidential or Parlia-
mentary, the President
remains. Be it with the
Batasang Pambansa or
without the President
remains. Bg it under
martial law or without
martial law, the Presi.
dent remains. No ac
countability. No term.
No change regardless
of any election. No go-
vernment of laws.

Ther€iore, even if we
have electiong next
year, even if the elec
tiong are fair, even if
they are free — unless
this pernicious amend.-
ment is first corrected,
there will result very
littl, "change if any to
ward normalizing the
situation as desired.

IMPOTENT

It will be a rubber
stamp assembly — be.
holden to the President
Prime Minister, afrald
of him because he can
disregard of dissolve
them if Tie so desires,
impotent to move
against him iIn case of
abuse or lack of confi.
dence because they
have no recourse what-
soever under that
amendment.

How many members
will there be in that As.
sembly? It is immate
rial, for though the
amendment says that
they should not be less
than one hundred twen.
ty, Mr. Marcos can in
crease them by decree
if he so chooses, match
them with proportio.
nata numbers, and
equalize  strength of
the sector or region
with ~ — appoinfments
from his own cabinet.

Is that the kind of
Assembly the people
desire? Arg we to spend
time and money, for
avowed purpose of nor
malizing the situation

— only to reap an as.
sembly withouf subs
tance, a parliament
without strength, a le.
gislature that is no bet
ter than a mere adviso.
ry body?

I believe our people
— after five long years
of martial law deserve
better. We are not des
tined to be a nation of
sheep and ft is time we
stand to assert our
rights.

If Mr. Marcos really
desires to submit him.
self to the people, them
let him call a genuine
election, not a referen
dum.

ACCOUNTING

If he deserves to con-
tinug in office let him
render an accounting te
the nation. Remove the
resiraints of fear. Hold
the ballot sacred. Let
anyone who wishes te
run against him do so,
even if detained, even
it facing charges. Let
there be a genuine
choice between genuine
candidates. And whoe
ver wins, let the na.
tion truly rally behind.

Finally, we ask that
before elections for the
Interim Batasang Pam
bansa, proper amend.
ments to purge it of vi
tal defects be first pro.
posed tp the nation.
For th, people deserve
a real parllament if we
are to have true gov
ernment. The nation
meritg a genuine assem.
bly, not a show window
of puppets destined to
institutionalize authori
tarian rule

Wa cannot unite or
move forwad without a

true mandate. Let us
then have a genuine
mandate or not at all.
Let ug have fres choice
in freedom or not at all
Ang together — reso.
lutely face the chal
lenge.
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FOR THE YOUNG FILIPINO

6 *

For the fortnight ending Nov. 30, 1977

Educare: learning
and earning cash

The Kabataang Ba
rangay, in coordination
with five government
and private agencies,
has come up with a
unique program that
will enable pupils to
earn money while still
studying.

The program_ known
as Educare (Educatio
nal Care and Reform in
Philippine Schools), is
expected to be mple:
mented next year.

Involved in the pro
gram are the Depart
ment of Education, Na
tional Cottage Industry,
Cottage Industry Deve
lopment Enterprises,
Philippine Cottage and
Home Industries and
the Department of Lo
cal Government and
Community Develop
ment.

Under the program,
elementary and high
school students will be
trained in practical
arts, home economics
and handicrafts.

According to Dra.
Ma. Lourdes Macata
ngay, Youth Civic Ac
tion Program National

Coordinating Center
executive director, the
students will be given
specific projects to do
to be later sold through
the Nacida. The Nacida
will also arrange job
contracts for the pupils
and help their vocatio
nal teachers train them
make the products, The
Nacida will take care of
marketing and selling
the finished products.

Aside from agiving
them a chance to earn
while in school, the pro
gram is also designed
to reduce the dropout
rate among students,
particularly in the elem
entary and secondary
levels, It has been noted
that most pupils drop
out of school by being
absent from their prac
tical arts and homg eco
nomics classes because
they have no raw mate
rials to present to their
teachers.

Educare is the brain
child of Imee Marcos
who was inspired by the
production — oriented
school system in the
People’s Republic of
China.

YOUTH PROGRAMS — The Scene during the fortnight were the ce
lebration of Quezon City Juvenile Domestic Relations Court’s 10th anni
versary (upper photo) and the recognition dinner of the Junior Achieve:
ment of the Philippines (lower photo): QC JDRC Presiding Judge Leonor
Ines Luciano watches as young wards perform a native dance during the
affair while Rollin Roach of Kodak Philippines, Inc., (infront of rostrum)
speaks during the JA night as Rup:rto Capistrano of IBM Phil, JA Pre-
sident, looks on.

THE SCENE
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