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MORE GROUPS OPPOSE OMNIBUS POWER Biil
AS CONGRESS CONVENES FOR SPECIAL SESSION

3 ITH LEFT-WING SOCIAL
GROUPS FEARING MASS
LAYOFF OF 15,000 WORKERS
AND CONGRESS OPPOSITION

4 AND PARTY-LIST LEGISLATORS
OPPOSING IT, PRESIDENT GLORIA
M. ARROYO IS RAMMING
THROUGH CONGRESS THE
ONEROUS OMNIBUS POWER BILL
AIMED TO CASE OFF THE
NATIONAL POWER CORPORATION’S
P300-MILLION DEBT AT THE
EXPENSE OF THE CONSUMERS
PAYING 25 TO 30 CENTAVOS
MORE PER KILOWATT HOUR FOR
ELECTRIC CONSUMPTION.

» An ediforial report
by ERIC S. GIRON

CABINET MATTERS: President Macapagal-Arroyo and Vice President and Foreign Affairs Secretary Teofisto Guingona,
Jr., go vver Lhe items that were discussed at the Cabinet meeting held last week in Malacainang. (Malacaflang photo)
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CALAUIT
WILDLIFE
SANCTUARY:

by LYNDA B. VALENCIA

ALAUIT ISLAND -- The island, located on the northeast coast of
Palawan, is a 3,700 hectare game preserve and wildlife sanctuary.
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by ERIC S. GIRON

ITH left-wing social groups fearing mass
layoff of 15,000 workers and Congress
opposition and party-list legislators oppos-

ing it,

President

Gloria M. Arroyo is

ramming through Congress the onerous omnibus

power bill aimed o case off the

National Power

Corporation's P300-million debt at the expense of
the consumers paying 25 to 30 centavos more per
kilowatt hour for electric consumption.

To pass the controversial
bill, Arroyo hosted a Sun
day dinner for more thun 100
administration legislators al
Malacanang and asked them
Lo remove provisions in
Napocor’s 40 build-operate-
transfer contracts she deems
disadvantageous to her gov
ernment.

This resulted 1n the Con
gress sour-day session prin
cipally to tackle the power
bill and the supplemental
budget.

Consumer and
groups scored the
defective measure”’
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile in
the bicameral conference
commitiee opposed as insti
tutionalizing and lepalizing
Meraleo overcharging

Energy Sce.
Camacho’'s warning

militant
“lughty
which

Jose
that
unless the bill is passed the
country will suffer mussive
blackouts in the next four
years was regarded as a scare
tactic by Partido ng
Manggagawa chairman Rep
Rene Magtubo in order thal
people will support the power
bill

Budget Sec Emilia
Boncodin sugpested that the
government can be relieved
of subsidizing the Napocor
and guaranteeing 1ts foreign
loans if 1t is privatized.

The entire mess was Lrig-
gered by Fidel Ramos® ad
ministration indiscriminately
enlering into contracts with
power producers which re
sulted in overcapacity. This
includes the three power
plants completed in Mindanao
owned by the Alcantara fam
ily which arc now lying idle

The Association ol Phil
ippine Electric Cooperatives
(Apex) said the government
is shackled with non-function:
ing power plants and is
paying for the loans incurred
to build these projects

So the Ramos administra
tion contracts are now being
reviewed by Sec. Camacho
to find out how 1o reduce
the paymenis by power pro
ducers and to protect state
interests.

The omnibus bill
has become another politi
cal issue while Malacanan
announced the renegotiation
of power contracts funded by
loans guaranteed by the

i_“\\\ Ccr

government aimed at reduc
ing the §6 billion NPC debt,
the social groups backed by
party-list and Manila Rep
Harry Angping stlfly resist
the power bill. Angping said
70 representatives with Lhe
opposition Nationalist Peo-
ple’s Coalition are support
ing the hill

Five Laban ng
Demokratikong Pilipine plus
party-list legislators were sel
to block its passage. Why the
bill will not pass, according
to Rep. Enrico Echeverrni
(Laka=-NUCD} 1s because
lawmakers who were not
reelected will snulv the hill
and those agamst will oppose
it

The haste
the bill through Congress was
reacted Lo by the anti-mo
nopoly group. ““What is
wrong with wailing tor a lew
more months for the new
COngress Lo rL'\LllLl)- LI con
troversial provisions of (he
bill without incurring the
people's wrath?'" the
statement said. Arroyo was
allow the mncoming
Congress to thoroughly study
the hill

m railroading

press
asked o
hefore passing it

The groups blamed the
“pro-rich. pro-monvpoly
Senale committee headed by
Sen. John Osmenfa who
“masterminded the passage
of the bill in collaboration
with influential interest
groups in the power sector, "’

They warned the Arroyo
admimstration will lose tre-
mendous mass support if il
insists that the measure be
passed

VAGUE PROVISIONS

IT the Ml 1s approved, the
proponents sy the consum
ers will not shoulder the
entire Napocor debt burden
Its intent is to divide the
power lirm into six parts to
be sold to foreign investors
within 18 months. lts present
4.8 billion assets (about
P250 billion) will be divided
into six parts and sold at is
present value

Money generated from the
sales can pay off most ol the
debt and thus reduce the
consumers’ burden. What has
not been elearly explained 1s
the proponents’ claim that
there will bhe an immediate
mandatory cut ol 30 centavos

We ‘Forum
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HIGH POWER COST
RAMS CONSUMERS

PRES. ARROYO

per Kilowatt-hour and P1,000

household benelits per year,
However.

elhiciency

decades of in
and corruption,
internal pelities that has
caused the employment of
deadweight protected by the
security ol tenure, the com-
pany’'s maintaining ancient
facilities so that it sells elec
tricity to consumers at a less

all these with fuctuations
tn oil prices and the
dollar exchange rate plice a
heavy toll on the consuming
public. Although it 1s claimed
the privatization of Napocor
will bring about 500,000 new
jobs, around 20,000 employ
Meraleo and the
Napocor are lacing unem
ployment

There is the perceived
sellout of national interest to
globalizing foreign interests
although it is said that na
tionalizing the power indus
try 1s the Key to progress
But the power industry has
been in the hands of a na-
tional agency lor decades but
how has this improved the
situation?

The povernment 1s ud
dicted to International Mon
etary Fund loans and the
$100 million (P50-billion)
new IMF il approved will
only bury the country s
cconomy deeper in debt. The
IMF and World Bank use
their dollar loans in taking
advantape ol nations
over the world that are
enslaved in paying back their
ever-mounting debts in these
mtultilateral mstitu
tions

Rising power rates abet-
ted by the monopoly, like the
oil cartel, controlling fuel
relining and distribution, only
lend to worsen poverty

peso

ees ol

i‘l\l\[

lending

CONGRESS: Power play.
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GUNMEN RAID TWO
RESORTS, KILL
GUARD, HOSTAGE 20

Ski-muasked bandits in a
three-engine kumpit swooped
down on mne coltages on
stilts in Hondo Bay of Dos
Pialmas resort in Palawan’s
capital Pucrto Prinsesa al
dawn Sunday and took hos-
puests and resort
employes into their hoal
which fled toward the vast
Sulu Sea

The abduction trigpered a
military air and sea hunt for
the abductors and hostages
M lacanang offered a P100-
million bounty to “‘neutral-
ize¢'" the Kidnap gang and free
their captives.

Army spokesman Brig
Edilberto Adan saw no
connection between the ab
duction tot he raid on the
Barcelo Pearl Farm resort in
Samal island of Davao del
Sur nor to the hijacKing of
a ferryboat carrying 42 pas-
sengers and crew in Basilan,
who were later freed except
lour

tage 20

Gen

crewmen

Thirteen months ago the
Abu Sayyal mulcting gang
seized eight Europeans, an
American couple, a Filipina
cook who was the lirst re-
leased, and a Filipino resort
worker from Malaysia's
Sipacian island off Borneo and
detained them in the wilds
of Jolo islund. Libya paid $5

million Lo ransom some
hostages while other govern
ments redeemed their nation
als

Only the Filipino resorl
worker is detained jn some
Sulu island

Abu Sabaya, who was
among the ransom recipients,
smugly admitied he and
Khaddaly Janjalani's group
were holding cight hostage
in Basilan. Among them were
Protestant missionaries Mar-
tin Burnham, 41, and wile
Gracia with the New. Tribes
Mission

“We are safe and we are
appealing for a peaceful
negotiation,'” Martin said
over radio RMN based in
Zamboanga City. "‘They are
treating us well. "’

The Burnhams, originally
from Wichita, Kansas, were
born ol missionary parcnts
in Nueva Vizcaya. They
resided  since 1986 in
Mandaluyong City.

The gunmen released
resort stalfer Sonny
Dacquero, security guards
Armando Bayona and Eldren
Morales to make room for
others in the boal

Filipino hostage Luis Raul
de Guzman Recio hoped the
government is not *'too hasty
in the rescue efforts "' Also
in Basilan are Angie and
Divine Muontealegre, R, 1,
Recto, Francis Ganzon and
Miria Fe Rosadeno

In Sulu, the faction ol

Ghalib Andang (Commander
Robot) and Mujib Susukan
are holding Janice Ting Co,
Lalaine Chia, Kimberly and
Letty Jao, Marissa Rodrigucz
Santos, Luiy Bautista, Reghis
Romero of Diliman, Quezon
City (said to be the Manila
Times publisher) and the trio
reported freed: Dacquer
Bayona and Morales.

It was not known who was
holding Spanish-American
Guillermo Sobero, who
marked his birthday May 29.
Sobero was reported on Lel-
evision engaged to be mar-
ried to a Filipina.

AFP TAKES ACTION

The Southern Command of
the Armed Forces of the
Philippines ordered the im-
mediate deployment of na
val gunboats along the coastal
areas of Sulu and Tawi-Tawi
Lo prevent the gunmen from
taking the hostages to forested
arcas of the two archipela-
p[‘\

Reconnaissance helicop-
lers were scouring the wa-
ters surrounding Sulu and
Tawi-Tawi islands. “‘We're
doing everything to gel
them,'' said Captain Djo
Jalandoni of the Armed
Forces Western Command
He said the abductors could
be headed for Jolo where the
Abu Sayyal is based

Security guard Rudy
Gorgonia at Dos Palmas Ho-

(Next page, please)
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tel said the abductors spoke
the Tausug dialect of Jolo,

Malaysian Ambassador
Manzoor Hussein Arshaa said
the Philippine government
had songht help to prevent
the getaway vessel from
entering Malaysian waters. A
military surveillance plane
spotted the boal heading
toward Malaysia. A joint
military patrol could block
the abductors at the sea
border.

Ambassador Arshad said
his government had informed
their navy and coast guard
to watch out for any attempt
to enter.

Meantime the 20-hectare
Dos Palmas resort 1sland was
secured by the police and
military. The resort opened
in 1998 has 50 hotel rooms
and seaside cottages. Some
of them are built on stilts in
the bay,

The Sunday dawn kidnap-
ping is independent of two
other incidents, These include
the hijacking ol a ferry car
rying 42 passengers and crew
in basilan who were later
released except the four crew
men. Then there was the raid
of the tourist resort at the
exclusive Pearl Farm in
Samal 1sland of Davao del
St~ to which guests of Davao
Insular Hotel are fernied in
a 45-minute boat ride.

Moro bandits believed af-
filiated with the Abu Sayyafl
traded punshots with secu-
rity guard Nony Nara at the
white sand beach resort at 11
p.m. The raiders fired M203
rocket launchers and fired
M79 rifles which destroyed
two motorboats at the docks.

Guard Nara continued the
tirefight with the raiders until
he succumbed to gunshot
wounds. A resort worker was
also killed.

Boatman Samuel Morales
and mechanic Olando
Onayhara were wounded in
the gunfight and were 1ushed
to the Davao Medical Center
for treatment.

The embattled area was
secured by the Army's 73rd
Battalion ¢lements. A Phil-
ippine Navy Patrol crall was
dispatched to watch the coast
of Davao del Sur and Davao
Gricntal

The pursiing police team
of Chief Inspector Eduardo
Reyes captused the abandoned
motorboal used by the raiders
with & mounted .50-caliber
machinegun. The seacrafl also
ontained clothes when found
al barangay Dadatan on the
snore ol Talicud isle.

BLACKOUT ON
OPERATIONS

Malacaian clamped a news
blackout on the military op-
erations against the Abu Sayyal
bandits in Basilua and in Sulu
6 &8 not Lo imperil the lives

of 20 hostages in their clutch.

The United Staies Embassy
has considered talking with the
Abu Sayyafl without reneging
n its no-ransom policy be-
cause of three Americans in
their custody.

Abu Sabaya who leads the
kidnap group, pressed his
advantage saying he will noi
think twice about Killing aii
the hostages once the military
luunches on all-out offensive.
Sabaya told this to radio sta-
tion manager Rey Bayuguing
in a telephone call. This was
his reply to President Gloria
M. Arroyo’s repeated warnings
that the Abu Sayyaf release the
hostages or else the police and
the military will rain down
bullets on them.

The military-police opera-
tions went full-scale against the
terrorist bandits who were
sighted by civilians in barangay
Sulub Goloba of Panglima
Estino town of Sulu 10 a.m
Monday. They had not split
up into two groups as Sabaya
claimed. The military insists
the abductors and hostages are
carnered in tiny Mapun isle
in the middle ol the Sulu Sea.

The police chiel of Sulu
province said the hostages were
offloaded in Jol The
gunmen on th: other hand say
the missionary couple Martin
and Gracia Burnham originally
from Wichita, Kansas who | ave
been residing since 1986 in
Mandaluyong Cily, and Cali-
rorman Guillermao Sobero arce
together in Basilun

President Arroyo asked the
press (o clear out from the
operations area lest they might
be Kidnapped. Media men were
warned that in case they nre
captured by the bandits, that
would be their own responsi-
bilir

She cited the danger jour
nalists were exposed (o when
they were added to the group
of hostages taken from Malay
sia’s Sipadan island off Bor
neo 13 months ago.

Sen. Gregorio Honusan said
if the Abu Sayyal is denied
attention by the press, that
could help solve the hostage
crisis. He called for media
restraint and discipline in the
coverage of the hostage cri-
sis.

i1sland

Arroyo assured the police
and the military are doing what
they con in hunting down the
kidnapping group and hostages.
Arroyo favored setting up mini
camps by the military over the
country like those in Mindanao
to curb banditry by such groups
as the Abu Suyyal

EFFECT ON
ECONOMY

Fareign brokerage flirms
were reported to have pulled
out of the Philippines because
ol the uncertinty 1 the po
litical and the peace and or
der sitvation, Arroyo saw 1his
as o reason lor being firm in
solving the nution’s problems

““We must this
decisively und show the world

address

that we can protect our citi-
zens and our visitors and in-
vestors.'' Arroyo pointed out,
""That's why we're working not
only on addressing the prob-
lem right now but on how to
prevent’’ its recurrence. She
said Malaysia is now helping
guard the borders against Abu
Sayyal incursions.

6 DIE IN SHOOTOUT

Six mostly lawmen and an
cight-year-old girl, Haifa
Salapuddin, were killed in a
foiled robbery attempt in front
of the Isabela capitol in Basilan
where votes were being can-
vassed.

Pfc. Abdulasi Asamula, a
former Moro National Libera-
tion Front rebel integrated into
the 18th Infantry Battalion of
the Armed Forces, was shot
al by armed men on a motor

RILE: Oppositor.

cycle while he was walking on
the road. Asamula retaliated
by Tiring al his attackers but
hit anther motoreyele and o
minicab. Asamula walked on
Apguada bridge,

When Asamula saw Esteban
Guan, 33, employed at the
Commission on Elections who
wias on a motorcycle, with a
minicab, he hit the girl Haifa,
a grandnicce of Basilan Rep
Gerry Salapuddin, who died

Policemen and soldiers
engaged Asamula. Policeman
Yusop Hussein shot to death
Asamula. Another policeman,
PO 1 Abdulhasan Ubara, came
to the rescue. Both policemen
were Killed.

Teng Sakam, a bystander,
was Killed in the crossfire
When the smoke ol battle
cleared, six lay dead: Huity
Salapuddin, Esteban Gaan,
Teng Sakam, Yusop Hussein,
Abdulhasan Ubhara and
Abdulasic Asamula. Four
employes at the Congress office
ol Rep. Salapuddin Rundy
Lim, Vilma Asmawil, Mumira
Hamasan and Jamil Amman

were wounded by bullets

Isabela police chief, Super
imtendent Bensali Jabarani,
recounted that it all started with
an allempt to attack a soldier
o steip im ol his fircarm. As
uoresult, the shootout ensued
near the capitol

Rep. Salapudding, who asked
the milftary and the police 1o
mvestigate the bloodbath, did
not say (b the ineident was i

any way connected with the
vole canvassing ongoing at the
capitol.

. L] L

FERRY HIJACKED

Gunmen hijucked a ferry
with 42 persons on board and
detained as hostage the (our
crewmen after releasing all the
passengers also in Basilan. The
ferryboat plied the islets around
Basilan province, which is one
big island

The gang in five speedboats
surrounded the ferry and kept
the captain and three crew
members from nearby
Tapiantana island. The 38
passengers were released be-
fore midnight Friday. The
pirates had robbed the passen-
gers of their clothes and shoes.
Then they were taken to Patah
island south of Basilan where
they were freed the following
day,

Pulice surmised the abduc
lors were members of the Aby
Sayyal extremists, who en
gaged a militia group al
Tapantiana in a two-hour
firefight on April 24, in which
19 persons were Killed. Police
reported a feud between the
Tapiantana residents and those
who | jacked the ferry. Be
caus¢ the transport, like most
ol those plying interisland, had
na radio equipment, tne ab
duction was learaed only late
Friday.

Meuntime,
hinterland villages around
Melita 1n Davao del Sur fled
their homes which was invaded
by bandits who assaulted (he
Barcelo Pearl Farm on Samal
Davao del Sur

Dozens of men armed with
assault rifles and rockel launch
Crs S\\l)il]\\‘d down on the resort
and security guards lought
back

residents  wl

1sland ol

L] L L]
CRIME WAVE RISING

Post-election violence is
escalating rather than abating
such as the six persons Killed
in a Basilan shootout and six
wounded and |1 policemen
with the intelligence group who
sprayed a private car with .45
and 7-mm. bullets on Araneta
Avenue, Quezon City at 8:30
p.m.. killing two and wound-
g o lecnuged pirl

Six policemen ol the crime
investigation and detection
group presented themselves to
the National Bureau of Inves-
tigation to have their names
cleared in connection with the
flugdown of a blue Lancer car
driven by its owner, New
Warld Hotel steward Fernando
Lozada, 48, with his daughier
Clarisse, 17, and her Iriend,
Marian Uson, 18

Six policemen who were
hunting for the abducted 23

qar-old Mark Harry Bucally,
alter attending o classmate’s
purty at Fairview, Quezon City
Muay 2, Nagged down Lozadu's
Cisoon Aranela Avenue, QC
But sceiag the men.
Lozada hastily made a0 U-turn

armed

and almost ran down an agent
in running past the police
blockade.

But 11 operatives of the
intelligence group under Supt.
Edgar Iglesia gave chase to
Lozada's car and fired at it.
When the car stopped, they
sprayed the front with bullets.
The NBI chief of intelligence
and special operations sum-
moned the 11 policemen for
questioning Friday. But they
called up, asking that the
hearing be rescheduled to
Monday without giving any
specific reason why,

Oscar Embido of the NBI
summoned the 11 policemen
led by Supt. Edgar Iglesia, to
determine if they violated any
rule on engagement when they
lired on Lozada's car. The
investigation would also estab-
lish whether Senior Supt.
Reynaldo Berroya was liable
Tor the Killings.

Ombudsman Aniano
Desierto on Wednesday said
he would take charge of the
case involving Berroya and his
men. Aside from Superintend
ent Iglesia, the policemen who
failed to appear before the NBI
for questioning were police-
men Frederick Taala, John
Bolatin, Arnold Solas,
Cherrylyn Tundayag, James
Mejia, Edwin Portencio,
Preson Bangandan, Cesar
Pangda, Christine Tabdi and
an Inspector Ye.

NBI lawyer Embido said the
statements ol the Il police
men wWith the intelligence team
will compared with those of
the six with the investigation
and detection group: SPOA4
Pirado Panada, SPO3 Fortunato
Lachica, Raymund Reyes and
Ramil Jose, SPOI1 Nereo Torre
and PO2 Henry Bertillo. They
claimed they were merely the
backup force

The abducted Bacalla was
Killed in Cuyapo, Nueva Ecija

In the case of Lozada, he
wis instantly killed. When the
policemen were in front of
Lozada's car, they sprayed il
with bullets, hitting Marian
Uson in the head. She died
three days later, Her friend
Clarisse sustained minor inju-
rics from glass splinters but
15 alive.

Recovered from the vietims
were .45-caliber and 9-mm
bullets.

BAN FUGITIVE
CANDIDATES
Mario Crespo, who goes by
the assumed name Mark
Jimenez, sought sanctuary from
u slew of chiarges in the United
States. He is thus a fugitive
from American law. With his
criminal record, he was al
lowed (o run in the May |4
Philippines election
So on June 30, is Jimenez
or Crespo allowed to sit in
Congress with other duly
clected representatives ol the
House? The United States sinee
1999 had been seeking his

extradition on thx evasion

charges, wire fraud, con-
spiracy, giving false statements
and illegal contributions to
Democrat ex-President Bill
Clinton and other candiddtes,
for the campaign.

Jimenez was indicted in
June 1997 on 17 counts in
Washington D.C. for giving
$40,000 to Clinton's campaign
kitty, That's when he fled to
the Philippines and brokered
business deals o ingratiate
himself with then President
Joseph Estrada. The President
accommodated him as adviser,

However, when a demon-
strating mob was assaulting
Malacanang's gates, which
forced Estrada to flee through
the backdoor by barge across
the river, limenez offered 1o
testify against his benefactor
on the plunder case filed by
the Ombudsman  against
Estrada.

And it was for this reason
that Jimenez was allowed to
stay in the Philippines: to
testily against Estrada. So his
deportation to the US was put
on hold pending his testimony.
With Estrada now incarcerated
for the plunder charge, the
justice department on May |8
filed a petition with the Ma
nila regional trial court for a
warrant ol arrest for Jim&nez

Justice Sec. Hernando Perez
ruled the only way Jimenez can
delay lus extradition is if he
can get o lemporary restrain-
g order from the court. In
spite ol s having won o seal
Percz suid the
extradition proceedings against

In Congress,

him will he pressed
Jimenez 15 also facihg trou-
ble with the broadsheet The
Mantla Times which he bought.
The newspaper employes filed
a petitton claiming unpaid
salaries. Although Jimenez has
resigned as the Times ' chair
he still calls the
and no [unds can be released
without his signature even if
he has resigned as chairman
During the election period,
the employes clmimed they were
forced to campaign for Jimenez
without pay. limenez ran in-
dependently under his origi-
nal name, Mario Crespo, as
representative of Manila's sixth
district. With his victory, he
is proomed to sit in the House
June 30
Justice Secretary Perez
ruled the immunity granted
legislutors covers only crimes
punishable by a prison term
of six years and below, The
United States indictment for
which Jimenez's extradition s
sought by Washington carri-
ers harsher punishment
Jimenez's case puts (o a test
the 1996 extradition treaty
concluded by the Philippines
with the United States to help
the two countries in their
mutual Fight against drug tral
ficking. terrorism, and other
crossborder crimes. The extra-
dition treaty covers the erimes
for which the United States is
seeking custody ol Jimenez so

mun, shots

stirting

he can answer the charges.
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GENERATION OF CENTENARIANS?

by JAMES VAUPEL

OST people alive today in Germany, Italy,

Japan, and the United States will prob-

ably live through most of the twenty-first

- century, Half of th¢ g.s born today in
Minneapolis, Tokyo, Bologna, and Berlin will
probably celebrate the dawn of the twenfyv-second
centdiry as centenarians. Boys are disadvantaged,

b ut

half of the males born today in

the

postindustrial world will probably survive to age

95.

These are the most im-
portant but least discussed
facts about the demography
of longevity. Very long lives
are not the distant privilege
of future generations, Very
long lives are the probable
destiny of most people alive
today. For everyone in his
or her thirties and younger,
especially children, lite-spans
of 95 or 100 years will be
common

Suppose when you are
young you know you will
probably live to be 100. How
will you want to spend your
life? Yqu probably live to
be 100, How will you wani
to spend your life? You
probably want a broad edu-
cation -- science and hitera
ture, history, music, and art
-- because you want Lo stay
productive and amused lor
a long time. You probably
do not want your hie divided
into three blocks spend
ing your first 25 years study-
ing hard to be educated, the
next 35 years working hard
to earn a living, and the tinal
40 years in enforeed leisure

Instead, you probably
wanl Lo mix education, work,
and leisure over the course
of your life. Then, you have
{ime for your children when
taey are young and peed you
and want to see you. A lew
years later you will have time
to reorient your knowledge
and start a different career
You probably value this mix
of education, work, und
leisure even il indeed,
especially because — 1L meuns
that you leave the house and
2o Lo work, at least part time,
when you are in your sev
enties and eighties. Many
people in the United States
and Japan already work past
ige 60 or 70

People will want to work
longer for two reasons, First,
most of our children will be
much healthier when they
reach age 70 or 80 than we
are today EVETY
SUCCessIve generation Ix
becoming healthier ul older
ages  They will Tive Lo age
95 ur 100 becuuse they wiil

Indeed,

be so healthy and active ai
age 80. Sccond. people will
want to work later in life so
that they do not have 1o work
so hard earlier in life. We
all must contribute something
to get the world's work done,
but we do not have (o jam
oWy contribution into  that
period ol hife when our
children need us

Most of the people alive
today in Japan, as well as
China. in the United States
as well as in Mexico, i Italy
as well as in Turkey, will
probably still be alive half a
century crom now, in 2050
Public policies to address the
new demography of longev
ity should be far sighted and
I agterm — policies that will
work not just today bul
decades from today. In par-
ticular, they should be de
signed to respond to the new
needs ol people who will
probably live a very long
Lime

| say *“‘probably’" because
there 18 a lot of uncertainty
about death. On the one hand,
biochemical warfare, epidem
ics worse than AIDS, nuclear
terrorism, and environmen
tal collapse could make lilc
nasty, brutal, and short. On
the other hand, the biologi-
cal and biomedical sciences
appear o be poised today just
as the physical and engineer-
Ing sciences were o century
The twentieth century
brought us cars, airp! nes and
rockets, telephones, televi
sfon, computers and the
Imernet. The wwenty-lirst
century may well hring us
cures for cuneer, stroke, ond
Alzheimer’s,

ugo

penetic engi
neering, und perhaps even
deep understanding ol the
aging

Phubies

process Then our
may live not 100
yeurs, but 1200 yeurs, 150
yedars, or perhaps indetimitely
l’\'lh.ip\ every Jdecade thal
you live will
decade of new flinli'_t'_\'. let

produce a

ting vou live another decade
1'lis s |||‘\\IM\' II11[\I1||\
uhi

I s,

lapron s poine o become

i |-|-\\|l||L-

(he world's popu

lot bigger
number ol births correspond
ingly declines. Birth rates are
already very low n Japan,
Italy, Spain, Germany, and
some other developed coun

AGING FOLKS: Longer life.

unless the tries. In several more of these
countries -- although not in
the United States -- the pros
pects are that national popu-
lation is about to decline
dramatically. I birth rates

stay low and immigration is
also low, ltaly's population,
for example, could be 10
million at the end of the
twenty-first century, a [ifth
of the population today. It

appears likely that sometime

in this century -- perhups as

carly as 2030, more prob

ably around 2050 or 2060

- the population of the world
(Next page, pleasa)

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
National Capital Judicial Region
Quezon City, Metro Manila

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

PHILIPPINE AMERICAN LIFE & GEN
NSURANCE COMPANY (PHILAMLIFE)
Mortgageels

FRE No. 3661
IRRO WV VALDECANTOS

Marlaagor/s

SECOND NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE OF REAL PROPERTY

UNDER ACT 3135 (AS AMENDED)

\he larms of the Deed ol Real Estale Morlgage under Acl
by Acl 4118 executed under the dale ol August 3 £
No arnida Townhomes Firelly s1 Valleverde
291 P 181h Ave

n lavor of Phil Amernican Lile &

Socorro'V. Valdacanlos
Cityl Units 904/906 Pringe Joh Tuazon cor

ORIS

L0ndo

o salisly lhe morlgage debl in ihe
exclusive ol inleres!, penalll allornay %

arges together wilh all lawlul fees and expenses ol loreclos
latk of Courl and Ex-Olficia Sherifl of the Regional Trial Co
2001 al 1000 o clock in

in front ol the Maimm Entrance ol the Hall of

Heraby announces that on June 20

e morning o yon (horealler

uslice ol Cu Wy, she will sall al public auclion 10 the hghest hdder

and tor cash in Philippine curtency  the (ollowing described real proparly/ie

wilh all s unprovements Howaver should ihere be only one (1) iGder ai the

md date the auchion sale shall be resel 1oy x'x X x x al the same luneg and

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-13387
Registry ol Deeds-Quezon Cily

Sth Floor
G904

in the diagrammatic floor plan appended o the enabling or master deed of the
condominium project annolated on Trans Cerlificate of Tille No. —511-12 which
embraces and describes the land localed al Cubao, Q City wilh an area of
285 70 & 240 square melers

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-13388
Registry of Deeds-Quezon Cily

1 BR

3400 sq m

8th Floot 4400 sq m
805
in the diagrammalic floot plan appended lo the enabling or master deed of the
Certilicate of Title No: —511-12 which
embraces and describes (he land located al Cubao, @ Cily with an area of
28570 & 240 square melers

Interestad parlies are hereby enjoined lo investigate for themselves (he fitle
and (he encumbrances thereon Il 'any there be

May 8, 200
iSqd ) MERCEDES S GATMAYTAN

Ex-Officio Shentl

condominium project anr 1on Trar

1o the said properly

Quezon City. Mel

WARNING
| 15 absolulely prohitined o remove delace or deslroy Ihis Nolice of Shenfl s

Sale on or balore the dale of 1he auclion sale under panally ol tha law

.0py lurmished

1 Ally Basilio Q Visaya

Manila

2 Ma Socorro V. Valdacanlos - No

Pasig Cily/Units 804/905 Prince

Sufte 755 Philamife Bldg UN Ave Ermila
45 Vetnida Townhomes, Firelly sl Valleverde
John Condo: 291 P Tuazon car 18th Ave
11048 Cubao, Lugzor Iy
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will peak at between 8 and
10 billion and then start to
decline. Unless, that is,
mortality lalls dramaiically,
immigration rises, or fertil-
ILY jules nerease.,

Fertility rates are particu-
larly hard to predict. My own
informal research reveals thal
half of demographers think
that the very low birthrates
of Japan, Italy, and Germany
are a transienl phenomenon
and that birthrates will
within a or two Lo
levels approaching 2 children
per woman . Bul the other hall
of the demographers think
that low fertility rates, at
levels between an average ol
I and 1 5 children per
woman, are likely to be a
pattern lor muny decades.
Whether Tertilily rates are low
or very low depends on
people’s desire for children
and on social norms and
conditions, By providing day
care, [lexible labor markets,
and opportunities for parents
to spend time with their
young children, policymakers
may possibly encourage
higher fertility rates and

rise

decade

Page 6

simultancously improve life
for younger working men and
women

The longer people live and
the fewer babies they hLave,
the greater their average ape
will be. Hall the people in
Japan, Germany and ltaly
may be older than age, 50 in
2050. 11 the one-child policy
were still strietly enforeed,
the population of Ching would
be approximately a billion in
2050, Hall' of those billion
would be older than 60, and
400 million would be oldes
tnan 65. To keep the over
60 population Lo one quarter
of _the total. Chinese
policymakers would have 1o
allow, and perhaps even
encourage births, for the
population to increased Lo 2
billion

There is an easy way to
solve the problem of
many elderly ** Just raise the
definition of “‘elderly ™" I
most 70 year olds today are
as healthy as most 60 vear
olds used to be, why not
allow and encourage people
to-work to.age 70?7 And i
i the future 80 year

Lo

ulds

C. Stutz FERNANDEZ . . .

(From page 8)

unique democratic leanings

by allowing Rep. Romeo
Lalosjos of Zanboanga del
Norte who is serving a prison
lerm lor raping o minor 1o win
another term in Congress when
he cannot even attend ils ses-
sions fo participale in enact
ing laws

Yer, 10 s of public know|-
edge that the Comelec only
allows persons of sound moral
1o run lor puhblic
office. How come Jalosjos was
allowed Lo run?

Some colleagues of Julosjos
in Congress say that with the
fresh mandate given him by
hiis constituents, Jalosjos should
be allowed to discharge his
dutics and responsibilities as
a lawmaker

The same group insists that
Jalosjos should be placed under
“"house arrest™ to enable him

characler

to attend sessions, adding that
i the government 15 willing
fr nrlu\ll:ll(l G specinl cel lor
evieted President Estradu, then
Jalosjos should wlso be allowed
Lo enjoy the same privilepe

The
Comelec
Y orac
cholce to assume the position
as chair of the Presidential
Commission on Good Govern
mernt

President  Arroyao
Yorac may assume the PCGG
chatrmanship os soon as the
official canvassing ol votes is
ended, Yorac 1s stll winding
up her duties us an official of
the Parish-Pastoral Council Tor
Responsible Voting

Ms. Yorac
sen to head the PCGG during
the Estrada administration hut
she declined the position

name ol larmer

chuirman Havdee

came up as the best

Suys

had beéen cho

ol Caloocan City

Nollice is hereby given thal
VILLANUEVA who died on January 10, 2001 has been extrajudi
clally seltled by his heirs on May 2, 2001 as per Extrajudicial Seltlemant
of Estate With Waiver ol Share belore Nolary Public Patricio Balaoga

LEGAL NOTILE

lhe estale ol ERNESTO D

WE FORUM
May 21, 28, June 4, 2001

IEGAL NOTICE

Notice 1s heraby given thal the eslale ol MIGUEL G. RECTO,

JR. who died on May 1, 2001 in Tarlac Cily was sellled exlraju

dicially by his heirs as evidenced by the Exlrajudicial Seltlemeni ol

Eslate ol Miguel G. Heclo, Jr. with Walver ol Rights registered In

the nolarial book ol Notary Public Elizabeth A Andres as Doc No
283: Page No. 57: Book Il; Series ol 2001
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are as healthy as 70 year olds
or even 60 year
today, why not siiow and
encourage then to work to
age 807

There is no donbt that the
new demography of oldest
old lifespans and lowest-low

olds are

fertility rates is going to drive
policy an the wenty
century. The age distribution
ol populations will shift from
hordes of cluldren 1o crowds
of the elderly

Lo be hiorizontal

lirst

Families used

people had
nany cousins bur few hiving
grandparents. In the future,
tamilies will be vertical, with
few cousins but with lour or
even hive generations living
contemperaneously

People will think ahbou
their lives in a very differ
way. It used to be that
the length of a person’s life
wis highly uncertain. In the
future, unless catastrophe

ent

strikes, people in Japan, Italy,
Germany and the United
States will be able 1o count
on living to ape 80 or 90
and t have a I|_‘l]dil shot at
making it (o age 100, They
will be healthier and wealthier
Lhan we
e probability of having
health,

arc

long lie, and wealtl

will radically change the way
people think about their lives
and their plans for how to
spend their ume

Sometimes  population

aging 15 viewed as a proh

lem, even a crisis. Clearly,
long. healthy life is one of
the crowning glories of our
civilization. The problemn is
nol that people will survivi
long enough 1o enjoy their
grandchildren

grandchildren

and great
The problem
18 outmoded policies based
on outdated thinking. This 1s
ol the rare situations in
which tinkering will not
work, Radical new perspec
lives are needed based on de

O1e

mographic realitics.
History is determined by
population forges, and de
mocracies arc pgoverned by
demography. Inthe long run,
most of the people alive today
in the postindustrial world
will sull be alive in the years
to come. Policymakers need
(o understand the social and
personal mmphications ol the
new demography of long lives
and Tow fertility rates il they
are poing to design long-term
tainable palicies that re
spond Lo g

1

wople's cmerong
e CITer ging

necds Interests

NATIONAL CAPITAL
OFFICE OF THE

HOMF

Morlgages/

FLINL !

E SALURIA

Maorlgagar/

BIG FUNI
| address al 201 2/F Diplom
Cily agamns! MA RUBY E

HUNGRE

Clerk of Court & Ex-Ollicic
Shenll by gives nolice to al
thal on June 26 2001 af ten o'cl
Iharealtet infronl of the main enlian

Bih Ave corner Rizal Ava
uly Authotized Shentl wil

ash and in Philippina C

urre
e mprovements exisling thereo
A parcel of lind (Lot 7. Blk 33
being a porlion gl lols 521 &
2B02(
ol Bapbaguin, Cily
Boundad on the SW
SQUARE METERS
d clive buyers or

522 1T

themselves the litle 1ol he

iy ha 8

NOTE: In tha aven! thatl thare |

il sale. the same 15 reset 10 July 9

PERSEVERANDO C
SHERIFF INCHARGE

py lurnished

|5gd

ALL-PARTIES CONCERNED

Jpon exira-judicial pelition for sale

bidders ar

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

JUDICIAL REGION

HOMF  mongapee/s wilh prin
. y
3

CSALURIA mor

Fnilippine Currency. includingfexcluding ints
plus sherill's fees and all olher necess

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF
il the cons
ila
Lois 1 & 2 (LRC) Pcs-8983 LRC Rec
Caloocan, Prov

dlong line 1-4 x x x

said propariylie

salvocan Cily, Melro Manila. May 21

2007

PANGAN

EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
KALOOKAN CITY, METRO MANILA

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

inder Acl 3135, as amended by Acl
ipal allice
Russel 51 Rpxas Blvd

s wilh residence and

) salisly

r f:.' cOf
0 amoun! to FIVE
100 (P531 003 22)

Iy @Xpenses o iosule and sale

shenll ol Caloocan Cily thiu the undaersigned

nietesied parties and lo |

ublic in ge
im ) of s00n

e Gity Hall Annex,. Auralio
Grace Park Caloocan Cily. she or
auction 1o the mghes! budder
aslate property/ies logelher with
1wt
TITLE NO. C-314551
subd plan, Pg
e lots B56-A and 656
No 6563) situated in the
| Melro Marila

contaimng an

island of

area of FIFTY

hereby enjoined Ik
ind ancumbrances (he

2001

y une bidder on the scheduled dale

ime and place

iSgd ) PAZ G PALANCA
Ex-Ollicia Shanlt
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Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
dational Capital Judicial Reglon
Branch 171, Valenzusla City
IN THE MATTER OF

N HANGE

THE
OF NAME OF JULIA AURE MALINAC
NO 23-V-01

ULIA AURE MALINAD
Pelilioner

ORDE
This 18 a veritied pelition ligld by co
alleging among other Ihing:
resident of #19 Kaypandan Canumay Wes!
denl of Vale Hla Cily smoe
ast \hree (3) years prior lo ihe dale 8 g ol Ihis petilion, thal petilioner
was born on December 5 1987 ‘and her Cerfilicate of Live Birfh was duly
; 1in the Local Civil Registrar of Macrohon. Southern Leyle o December
that the aloremenlioned Cerlificate of Live Bidh was accomplished
by one P de Rodas. the midwile who aflended io the birth of Ihe herein
pelilianer - as the informanl, thal the lirsl name given by said informan! to
JULIA, tha! on December
321. 1967 5 baptized al San Roque Catholic Church, San Roque
Macrohon 8. with the name VIRGINIA instead of JULIA, her
parenis then believing thal her real name is Virginia, that pelitioner grew. up
belleving thal her real name Is VIRGINIA and kepl on using said name in
all het p nal and scholaslic re = and lransaclions, thal lalaly when
pelitioner planned lo get married secured a cerlilied lrue copy ol her
Cerliicale of Live Birth from fhe Nalional Census and Statislics Office and
lo her surprise her name as appearing on said cedilicale of live bith is
JULIA that the greal discrepancy belween tha name ol pelitioner was ap-
pearing on het Cerfificate of Live Birth, | e JULIA and the one she has been
using since her schooldays and wilh which she 1s presantly known, La
VIRGINIA has caused her serious problems and inconveniences, lhal peli-
fioner has lund il quile hard o secure a passporl from the Depadment of
Foreign Aflairs, and in securing and processing har lravel documenls, con-
sidening thal the Birth Cerlificatle she has Iried lo preseni bears a different
lirst nama althaugh the resi ol the eniries thereon are correct, that pelitioner
requests: therelore thal het lirst name, as appearing in her Certificale of Live
Birth, be changes lo VIRGINIA
It appearing thal the vernlied pelition s sufficient in form and in sub-
slance. lel the same be sel lor hearing on June 28, 2001 al 200 p.m In
ihe session hall ol Regional Trial Courl, Valenzuela Cily, Branch 172 al
which dale e alorementioned, any and all inleresled persons
may sppear and show cause, If they have any. why the patition should not
be granled
Let this Order be published at the expense ol lhe pelilioner in a8 news-
paper (n general circulation in Melro Manila once a week for threa (3) con-
seculive weeks lo be selecled through a raffle to be conducted by the Execulive
Judge of this Courl
Lel copy of this Order and of the palilion as well as Ils annexes be served
to the Office ol the Solicitor General
S0 ORDERED
Valanzuela City

the patilioner substantially
single and a
that she has

1985, or for al

that petiioner 15 ol legal age
nzuela
been &-bona lide the year

patilio nshrined in her record of birth was
patilioner w

Southern L

lime and pl

May 24 2001
(Sgd) FLORO P ALEJO
Painng Judge
WE FORUM
June 4, 11 & 18, 2001
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EDITORIAL

Revenue up, peso sinks

HE increase in revenue collections by P8.8 billion to

P138.7 billion in 2001 over last year’s P128.8 billion

is a consolation even if the sum does not meet the
government target of P’145.2 billion.

Economic deterioration is marked by the continued
devaluation of the peso value to 50.52 exchange rate with
the US dollar from its April rate of 50.28. The peso com-
pared tot he dollar breached the 40-to-one exchange rate
months back and continued to slump.

Philippine economy has been in recession since 1997 when
the entire Southeast Asia felt the pinch. This has been
aggravated by the upsurge in world oil prices not because
of lack of supply but because of profiteering by the OPEC
(Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries).

A new player in the Philippines, Eastern Petroleum,
announced on May 24 it was increasing its petroleum prices
by 50 centavos more. This had a domino effect as Shell
reported it would follow suit. Eastern Petroleum said the
50-centavo hike per liter was merely the first stage because
it proposes to escalate the price up to one peso per liter.

The Company president cited as reasons for the price
increase by May 15 was based on the five-dollar world price
hike and the forex drop to 50.52 poses to the US dollar from
50.28 in April.

Government Energy Sec. Ernesto Camacho enunciated
the state layoff in accordance with its non-intervention policy
in oil price increases. This is the effect of deregulation, he
pointed out. The government can only appeal to the oil cartel
to be sensitive to public interest whenever it escalates prices.

The OPEC since October systematically increased its prices
for gasoline, kerosene and diesel. Only the cost of liquefied
petroleum gas used in cooking was unchanged.

Crude oil prices dropped 40 centavos in March when
‘there¢ was a glut in supply. But from February to march,
Dubai oil rose by 60 centavos and before the end of April
again escalated by 56 centavos. Still another 36-centavo hike
looms.

Pilipinas Shell Petroleum Corporation on May 24 raised
the price of premium gasoline by 48 centavos per liter, diesel
by 44 centavos, regular gasoline and kerosene by 43 centavos.
The service station pump price for Shell premium gasoline
rose from P18.13 to P18.61 per liter; unleaded gasoline from
P17.62 to P18.10; and diesel from P13.92 to P14.36 per
liter.

Increased prices averaged 45 centavos for small player
Total/Fina and 44 centavos for Petron Corporation and Caltex
Philippines.

Although revenue collections from January may have
been below the targetted amount, the collections were re-
garded satisfactory. The total P5§3.5 billion income exceeded
the April target of P51.8 billion. Last year’s April collection
was P46.4 billion.

Outgoing Finance Sec. Alberto Romulo who will become
the executive secretary attributed the improved BIR collec-
tions to reduced corruption and more efficient personnel
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(e Masa (kuno)
Y ou Know

hlack (¥]

and Crispim

o and the Puwersa
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OPINION

FREEDOM OR COPYRIGHT?

ONCE upon a time, in the
age of the printing press, an
industrial regulation was
lor the business

of writing and publishing. It

established
was edlled copyriglit. Copy

TIENE S purpose was to ¢n
cournge Lhe publication af o
written works

Copyright's method was to

diversity ol

make publishers gel permis
sion from authors to reprint
recent. writings
Ordinary readers had little
Lo disapprove,

copyright restricted only nub-

TCasan Slnce
heation, not the things a reader
could do. 11 1t raased the price
il a book a small amount, that
WS Copyright

benelit, as

only money
|‘I'"\111L'\|
intended, witly Nittle burden on
thie [‘Iihlil It chid its job well

then

i l‘llhfu

hack

Then a new way of distrib
uting information came about:
computers and networks. The
advantage of digital informa-
tion technology s that 1t fo
cilitates copying and manipu
lating mlocmation.
soltware, musicul recordings
ind books., Networks offered
e possibility of unlimited

NOrls o

including

access Looall data
an information utopis

But une
the way: copyright
wlho made use ol

abstacle stood In

Readers
their com
puters 1o share published in
technieally
copyright infringers. The world
had changed, and what was
industraal regulation
on publishers had become a
restriction on the public it was
meant Lo

lormaltion were

HNee an

SCrve

In u democracy, o law that
profibits a4 popular, natural and
useful activity i1s usnally soon
relaxed. But the powerful pub-
lishers® lobby was determined
te prevent the public from
taking advontige of the power
of their computers, and found
copyright a suitable weapon.
Under their influence, rather
than relaxing copyright to suit
the new circumstances, gov-

by RICHARD STALLMAN

than
ever, imposing harsh penaltics

ernments made 10 stricter

on readers caught sharing
But thalt wasn’t the lust of
it. Computers con be power
ful tools of domination when
a few people control whal other
[“‘-"i‘l‘-'." L\‘II'.'I"_I!I':\ i The
publishers realized thut by
forcing people (o use speciully
designated soltware Lo read ¢
books, they can gain unpree-
edented power: they can com
pel readers o pay, and iden
tify themselves, every lime they

read 4 book

That 1s the publishers’
dream, and they prevailed upon
the U.8S. governmenl 1o enact
the Digital Millennium Copy
right Act of 1998, This law
gi\.'c\ them: total legal power
over almost anyvihing a reader
might de with wn e-book. Even
reading 1t wiathout authoriza
ton is i ¢rime!

We still have the sume old
freedoms in suing paper bioks
But if e-books replace printed
hooks, that exception will do
little With ““electronic
ink,' makes 1
ble to download new text onto
an apparently printed picce ol
puper. even newspapers could
become ephermeral. Imagine
no more used book stores; no

pood

'.'.lll\ll ]‘l"\'\l

more lending & book (o your
friend; no more borrowing one
from the public library ne
more *leaks™ that might give
chance 1o
(And) judging

sameone i read
without paving
from the ads for Microsoll
Reader, no ANONYMous
purchasing of books cither
This is the world publishers
have in mind for us

Why is there so little pub
lic debate about these momen
Most cilizens

had occasion Lo

maorc

tous changes?
have nol yel
come to grips with the polin
cal issues ruised by this fu
turistic technology. Besides
the public has been taught thal
copyright exists to “‘proteer™
the copyright holders, with the
implication that the public’s
interests do not count

But when the public at large
hegins o use e-books, and
tiscovers the regime that the
publishers have prepared lor
them. they will begin 1o re
sist. Humanity will not aceept
this voke forever

The publishers would huve
thut suppressive
copyright 1s the only way o
Keep art alive, but we do not
need 4 ™War on Copying 1o
encourape u diversity ol pub
hshed waorks; as the Gratelul
Dead showed, private copying

us believe

amoeng lans is nol necessarily
a problem for artists. By le
ealizing the copying of e-books
among friends, we cun fturn
copyright back into the indus
frinl regulation it once was

For some Kinds of writing,
we should go even further. For
sehlurly papers and mono
praphs. everyone should be en
courpaged (o republish them
verbutim online; this helps
prolect the \(hl']'.lr]_\' record
while making it more accessi
ble, For textbooks muosi
reterence works, publication of
should be
allowed as well, since that en

modilied versions
courages improvement
Eventually. when computer
netwaorks provide in casy way
someone a smull
the whole
rationale lor restricting verba
tim copying will go away. Il
vou like a book, and a box
Up on your computer
saving “*Click here to give the
author one dollar," wouldn't
vou chick” Copyright for books
and music, as i applies to dis
iributing verbatim unmodified
COpICs, will be l.'ﬂli[l.'])' thso-
lete. And not a moment (oo

soon!

to send

amounl ol money,

F‘.II‘\

L] L] L]

Stallman is the founder of the
GNU Project, the principal
developer of the free software
opcrating system GNU/Linux.
@2000 Richard Stallman,
Verbatim copying and redis-
tribution of this entire article
is permitted in any medium if
this notice is preserved.

QUO VADIS,
LA GLORIA

PEOPLE had wondered how La Gloria
i Excelsis would fare in her political ca-
reer when the presidency
ler I.ll‘ alter EDSA I'l-l\.

We anay not relish growing speculations

fiest landed on

thout her prospects come the 2004 presi
dential derby because, even inthe early days
I her ascendancy, Lia Gloria has been

presiding over some of the most difficult

years inoour political history

For here now js u politcal era marked
by deep-seated problems far worsened by
an exploding and the

population rate

destabilizing poverty problems it spawns along
wilh global recessions

Alter surviving the recem violent Labor
Day siege ol Malacanang by a politically
manipulated ragtag army of poor and down
trodden folk, the Arroyo administration is
now working overtime doing what the cyn-
es among us miaght just about x!vwnlw.:l\
a "“sucking up to the necedy

Comes now

La Gloriu's first encounter
with the opening round of a fuel price hike
which will effect on the
price ol goods and services that will take
its toll on the people who are still shaking
ofl the hangover of the hloodiest and dirti

create a domino

est elections 1n history

Undoubtedly. any increase in fuel prices
will definitely further estrange La Gloria
from the poor and needy sinee ey are the
ones who suffer the most when the cost of
prime commodities starl spiraling

Al the moment, La 15 being
swiamped with appeals to look more closely
into the issue ol fuel hikes and their reper-
cussions in the living conditions of the poor
she had allegedly adopted as her own

Reminded ol her insistent pro-poor ex-
posures, “"Ate Glo™" should hear the plead-
ings of the margmalized constituents to depart
Irom the policies pursued by her predeces-
that may spawn anew disenchantment
upon the hard-working masses,

XEXES

Gloria

SUTS

President Arrovo should go slow on her
“healing'® sorties to win over Erap forces
lo support her ambitious agenda for gov-
crnment reforms

Rather than wait for opposition leaders
to make the hirst move tor reconciliation,
Lu Gloria had been reaching out for them
and offer (o do what she can for them to
sort of “‘heal™ their polineal wounds from

versity

Clout, a New

Indian mongoose carries rabies.

“The species in the hooklet were selected
for their serious impact on biological di-
and/or human activities, and for
how they highlight the important issues in-
volved in the alien inyasion,”
Zealand professor who heads

says Dr. Mick

ALIEN SPECIES INVADE ECOSYSTEM. . . tonoem

Wendy Strahm, the TUCN's Plants Of-
ficer, adds that “the effects on hiodiversity
are immense and often irreversible, and yet
awareness of the problem is alarmingly low,
The alien invaders are to he found every-
where, among micro-organisms, agquatic and
land plants and invertebrates, amphibians,

TUCN's Tnvasive Species Specialist Group,

“Some particularly notorious cases are
listed, hut that does not mean that a species
absent from the list is any less dangerous,
Our purpose in publishing the bookler is
to draw attention to the scale and com-
plexity of the rapidly growing invasive spe-
cies problem.

“Put it is ceally only the tip of the ice-
berg. Invading alien species are driving un-
told numbers of native plants and animal
species to extinction worldwide,™

fish, birds, reptiles and mammals,”

“SOur scientific knowledge of the world's
species is anything bhut complete but some
experts estimate that we are familiar with
only 20 percent of them. In any case, we do
not know today which plant and animal spe-
cies are uselul tor the future of humanity.
so the protection of hiodiversity is obviously
essential. So we cnnot alford Lo lose spe-
cies through the introduction ol alien
invasives,” the booklet said.

“We hope that the publication of the houk-

let and, recently, of *The Great Reshuf-
fling - Human Dimensions of Invasive Al-
ien Species,” o 242-page global study of
the subject (edited by Dr MeNeely), on the
eve of Biodiversity Day, will give it a more
prominent place on the agenda of conser-
vationists, cconomists and planners, and
in the thionking of millions of ordinary
citizens,”

I'he List of 100 of the world's waorst alien
inviaders include the grey squirrel, the
domestic cat, the Indian myna bird, the
Asian longhorned beetle, the sweet potato
whitefly. the Asian tiger mosquito, the yellow
Himalavan raspberry, Koster's curse, the
starling, Mimosa pigria, the shoebutton
ardisia, the red=yented bulbul, the erect
pricklypear, and, last but not lethargic,
the mile-a-minute weed, (PNA)
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DATELINE:
| MANILA

the recent electoral contest
La Glori's ellorts (also suspected as a
“political dealing'® strategy), seems to be
the motive behind her accommuodation of the
disgraced President's request for better
treatment litting his former stature and not
like & common thiel
Which is why a good number of her loyal
EDSA Dos followers are up in arms and
even miking veiled threats of breaking away
(rom the administration coalition should La
Gloria keep on with her kid glove treatment
with her erstwhile political enemies
In fact, the Church and the Left, and
some other political patrons had been warn
ing Lia Gloria to refrain from muolly-cod-
dling Erap without extending the same
preferential dealings with other criminal
detainees
Some guarters, however, say that La Gloria's
concilialory stunce is not merely modivaied hy
her eagerness [0 win sironger supporl for her
legislative agenda
They also say that the likely bottom line
behind this posture is La Gloria's burning desire
to beel up her forces for her anticipated entmy
into the 2004 presidential derby
tr%t %9
Indeed, it looks quite certain that La Gloria,
who 1s a non-parusan president may not be
barred from running for reelection. Which is
why, she may gel into o wheeling and dedling
process (o sew up some political compromises
which may not be of eventual service 1o the
public
As a presidential bet, however, La Glorna
may be pushed into doing all these politick
ing, offering accommodations and reaching out
for the opposition to the extent ol (reating
Erap quite gently because despite of his dis-
grace, Asiong Salonga is stll a political fig-
ure who can never be ignored lor quile some
time
rtrws
There is no doubt that the way the recent
elections were conducted does not inspire
conflidence on the political stability ol our
country here and abroad
Ranking police officials say that the May
14 poils was the most violent ever held in
history. The electoral process went through as
scheduled but the people’s hopes for an hon
est, orderly and peaceful elections did not fully
muterialize
In the wake of the bloody contest, the
Commission on Elections is the bigpest disas
ter atsell, Vote buying was rampant and came
aboul with a new style
In the lormer days, vote buyers were merely
content o pay voters to vote for them. But
during the nst polls, some candidales paid volers
just for not voting at all
Chenting and other froud anomalies were
done hy both contending coalitions, They say
that there was dagdag-baway (vole shaving and
adding) by both sides with the blessings of
some vicious Comelec functionaries.
TEEEN
However. the last Philippine elections roved
(ot he world that only tn this couptry can o
convicted rapist win a landslide victory for &
third conseculive term in the House of Rep
resentialives
This may perhaps show toe he world our

(Page 6, please)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions.
[ya.ax ’ T

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes and
turn them into international champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's

income went o the Philippine Sports Comunission [or

PAG
3 C
09

the training and development ot Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances ¢n route 10 a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by [ilipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
inmore ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming




Page 10

WIND PUMP
IRRIGATION
VS EL NINO

by BENGIE P. GIBE

still here, So we have to think of
there will be available water supply tor

EL NINO is
‘0 insure Lthal
sgricultural crops, Installing wiad pump irrigation systems
around the country especially in drought-prane areas s one

Wiys

way ol beating the heat and reducing the stress on coconut,
corn and sugarcane production

The Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomicul
Services Administration (PAGASA) reports that Mindanio,
Southern Cebu and Bohol, Hegros and Panay Islands, Mindoro,
Southern Tapalog, Central Luzon, the Cagayan Valley and the
Cordillery Autonomous Region top the list of highly vulner
able arcas

Thus, the installation of wind pump arrigalion sysiem i
many parts of the country becomes handy becabse (he Phil
ippines’

Farmers will benefit from using wind pump lor
purposes. I eliminates the use of imported Tassil Tuel which
is generully expensive. Also, it ensures a year-round supply
of water especially during windy periods

The Department of Science and Technology-Philippine Council
for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Rescarch and
Development (DOST-PCARRD) presents two systems ol irri
gation when farmers use the wind pump. These are the surface
This

].‘lil:l'hll!ﬂl,.l! loeation lavors strong winds

Irrigilion

irrigation sysiem and the pressurized irrigation system
particulur from he und
technology developed by Prof. Alexis T. Belonio of the Central
Philippine University (CPU), lHoilo City

For surface irrigation, the wind pump’is directly used with
a small farm reservoir or a concrete tank, This setup is applicable

informuation chme study vonducled

for rice production or vegetable crops wherein a large volume
of water is nccessary at a shorter perind

On the other hand, for pressurized irrigation, the wind pump
lifts water from a well to a pressure tank and stores i1 1o
operate o drip irrigavon or sprinkler irrigation system. This
selup is more appropriate l'or orchard furms, fruit trees and
other crops. Micro-sprinklers can also be used for this system
to supply water to cutfllowers in greenholises or U nursery
scedlings

According Lo Prof. Belonio, the wind pump irrigation system
is suitable either for individual, group of furmers, farmers’
cooperative, large corporate farms, or ¢ven governmenl ¢x
periment stations. He emphasized that the wind pump irriga
tion :ystem is environment-friendly. No manual operation during
stormy periods, and there is no risk of losing the machine
even il il is installed and left in the field

The required investment cost is P60,000 (1999 price esti
mates) for the wind pump with 3.2m rotor diameter; P6.500
for the drilling; and P20,000-P60,000 for the lanks or reser
voirs and other irrigation facilities such us drippers and sprin-
klers. (S&T Media S rvice)

BIOTECH ON THE AIR
by BUTCH S. PAGCALIWAGAN

FROM May 15 1o September 14, biotechnology will fill
the airwaves in Region 2

Aptly called ' Biotechnology on the Air in Region 2.'° the
program is one of the four activities lincd up by the Socio
cconomics Rescarch Division of the Philippine Council for
Agriculture, Forestry and Naturnl Reoources Research and
Development (SERD-PCARRD) und the Biotechnology Intor
mation Center (BIC) in the promotion of hiotechnology in the
country

The Cagayan Valley Agriculture and Resources Resenrch
und l)c\-'uluiuiu'nl Consortium (CVARRD) spearheads the pilol
broadenst of 24 magazine type radio program modules in 14
radio programs in Region 2

The Philippine Federation of Rural Broadeasters (PFRB)
developed four moedules Tor the progrum consisting ol six sub-
modules. which are desipned to be unired sequentially. Each
module 1s allotied 30 minutes, divided into six S-minute sub
moduoles.

The specific ohjectives of the broadeast are: I} to inform
the listeners regarding biotechnology ils science und proc

We. Forum
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PERFUME

by G. LLAMAS-APOLINAR

I'T’S TRUE; you can produce perfume from
forest trees.
Some forest trees contain natural essen-
volatile and aro-
matic essential oils usually
come from [lowers and [ruits
The most famous of all is
the essential oil coming from
ilang-1lang (Cananga odorala
Lam.), which is popularly (Calephylium inophyllium L.),
used for hot oil treatment and  lumbang (Alewrites moluccana
other hair and beauty prod L Willd. ) and  talisai
ucts (Terminalia catappa 1)
Aside Aroma violets, known as
known ilang-ilang and cassie flowers, yield essen-
chiumpaca (Michelia tial oils, which contain
champaka Linn), other for benzaldehyde, benzyl alco
est trees provide good sources  hol, a ketone, anisic alde-
ol essential These in- hyde, decyclic aldehyde,
clude (Acacia cumini¢  aldehyde and

These farnesiana (L.) Willd.). pili
(Canarium ovatum Engl.),
Mindanao cinnamon
(Cinnamomum mindandense
Elm.), sandalwood (Santalum

album L), bitaog

from the well

oils,
aroma

esses; applications in agriculiure, health, medicine, food and
nutrition; global trends in agricultural biotechnology: and provide
answers 1o frequently asked questions: 2) to educate the lis-
teners on biosafety of biotechnology products; 3) disseminale
resulls of the B corn lield trials; 4) to provide a venue Lo
discuss issues und concerns on hiotechnology: and o measure
the change in awareness and perception of listeners on agri-
cultural biotechnology through the conduct of listenership sur-
vey before and after the broadcast

Participating radio programs are as lollows: Trrabay Ti
Panagrang-av aired 6-7:00 a.m., Sundays at DWPE, T zuegarao
City, Caguyan;, **Dear Professor’™ 11-12;00 p.m., .aturdays
al DWPE; Tinig ng Kaunlaran, 12-1:00 p.m., Saturda, DWPE;
AgriMakamasa, 5-5:30 a.m,, Monday to Saturday st DWPE;
Baro nga Agsapa. 5:30-6:00 a.m. Monday to Saturday, DWPE;
Rang-ay 1i Away, 12-1:00 p.m., DWPE, Tekno Gabay 5-6:00
g.om., Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday, Radyo Veritas,
Buyombong, Nueva Vizeayn, Tinig ng Kaunlaran, DWDY .,
Cunayan, Isabela; and selected programs in DWRA in Cabagan,
isubela; DWTS, Sta, Teresttn, Cogayan and DWTG, Gonzaga,
Copayan

A local cable television program in Tuguegaruo City, Cipayan,
“In Focus.'' aired every Saturday, 7 8:00 p.m. with repluys
on Sundays, 12-1:00 p.m likewise the
modules, (S&T Media)

will leature one ol

FROM FOREST TREES

tial oils that can be used in manufacturing per-
fumes, shampoos, confectioners, soaps, paints,

liquors and beverages.
salyeillic acid methyl ester
Such are mixed with
other substances and then
sold as fixed oil lor perlume,
pomades, extracts and hand-
kerchief bouquets

The resin of pili
(sahing or salong), Known as
Manila elemi or brea blanco,
is exported to Europe and
China as raw malerial in
transparent paper lor win
dowpanes and for manufac-
turing plastic. Resin content
makes lacquer, varnish and
paint products tough and
elastic. Moreover, resin ol
pili nuts is 8 good material
for printing ink for litho-
graphic works, perfumes and
plasters.

The naturally scented
barks of Mindanao cinnamon
provide oil-cooked meal
flavoring, aside from soap
scenting and perfumery
Sandalwood gives out oil for
manufacturing soaps, lace
cream, toilet powders and
flavoring candies for wash
ing bad breath

Bitaog has seed Kernels,
which when heated with
caustic soda, yield a semi-
liquid, green resin that is
soluble in alcohol, The latty
acids largely of
palmitic, oleic and stearic
acids, These are thus
excellent for makKing soaps
and varpnishes

Lumbang's extracted oil

o1ls

nuts

consist

oils

can be used tor paints, soaps,
varnish, wood preservatives,
polish for straw hats, lino-
lewmn, printing and stamping
ink. Within the fleshy hard
shells 1s a white, oily and
fleshy kernel, which contains
essential oil and
unsaponifiable matter

Talisai contain
catappa oil, olein, palmitin
and stearin. These oils are
similar to almond oil in
flavor, odor and specific
pravity

Moreover, other parts of
these trees are also being
used as medicine to treal
various diseases like tooth-
ache, rheumatism, stomach
troubles, astringent, sore
throat, and emetic and skin
ulcers

Two rescarch institutions of
the Los Banos Science Com-
munity (LBSC), the Ecosystems
Research and Development
Bureau (ERDB)-Department ol
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR), together with
the Philippine Council for
Agriculture, Forestry and
Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCARRD)-
Department of Science and
Technology (DOST), are en-
couraging the establishment of
plantations for such species 10
supporl the perfume industry,

Perfume from trees? It may
be another good reason Lo save
our forests. (S&T Media
Service)

seeds
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH (06, QUEZON CITY

ERNESTO F SEVILLANA
Plaintiff
varsus
MARIA LYN T PINCA
Defendant

SUMMONS

WHEREAS, on April 15, 2001 plainiill ihrouc
Leave of Court for Seryice of Sun
Lyn T Pinca whose last kriown addrass (s al Mo 76 Kailkian R
Village, Manggahan Pasig Cily lor the ‘zason thal the presen
of the delendan! cannol be
plaintiff and therelora s
14 of the Rules ol Count

NOW THEREFORE, defendan! MARIA LYN T
and required lo file with the Regiona
Judicial Region Quezon Cily her answet 1of he
plamtiff. within sixty (60) days alter the Iast publicalion of this summons rving
a copy Ihereal upun the plaintill whose address is al 81 John's Condamimium
Room 223, Scout Rallos S Cily and lailure her parl
lo Jo so as dloresad, p igainsl her ar f demand
frorn the said Co

Lat this summons
plaintilf. al s expense
In the Philippir

counzal Hled a Molion |
alandan! Mar

i Karangalar

whereabo

e patl of the
arved with summone Saelion 15 Rule
PINCA Is hereby summoned
1 Branch 106_MNa 31 Capila

amplainl herawilh of the

1 NEwspaper ol qene

iccargance wilh

ion al lhe Qu
mail adaress I

manggahan, P

WUeZon

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINLS
REGIONAL THIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRAMCH 106, QUEZON CITY

COMPLAINT

(2) other
af
with Thes

she 1a combal
lealings ol other
n a mor

which are

Entering info- an inanprennigiu sexual ralationship
Seducing a ho Jseloh who was living with
the ‘yays" of their son !
Being the aggressar in a

em m a pasihion of trust being

sexual relalionship wil @ much younger male who
under his circumstance. could not have resisted her sexual advances

Her choice of pariner ni wha 15 nol Socially acceptabl

Het behavior showed a distegard from her son husband and sociaty

It 18 my opinion thal Dr Sevillana (plaintill herein) and the two wilness lelling
the lruth and that Mts Sevillana {defendan! heren) nd conlinues fo acl
Inapproprialely which are sign a SO ilily She has also
nol rendered her dulies far & ) orl as 4 wilg depriving Or Sevillana
ol hig suppot! as # wile r1-_n;~llv:n-'; Or Sevillana of his basic & ofional needs

A capy of said reporl is hereto ched as Annex 'C

8 During the mantal union Ihe parfies acquired Real Estale property in Villa
Jlassica. Unit 8 localed a1 Antipole Cily as evidenced by CTC No
as thewr only conjugal patinership property with ass

ional <

sed value of P1 I

3 Because of defendant's inlidelity, she got preanant by than houseboy Iwice
and give birth Iwice, one in 1989 and the olher in 1898

10 Al presen!, bolh parlies are separated in lact |ha plaintill Is providing
lor their only childs support dally suslenance and educalion and god willing
he s waving, and hereby assigning his ONE HALF (1/2) conjugal shara ot eh
conjugal patinership properly abiovementioned

WHEREFORE, plantiff respactiully prays that alter notice-and hearing |udgmenl
be rendered as lollows. to wil

a) Declaring the defendan! is psychal gically incapacilated lo comply with
the essential marital ebhigations manilested by her SOCIOPATHIC PERSONAL-
ITY

b) Declaring the defendan! as the guilly party and thereby fo aiting her share
in the conjugal parner
of Deeds of Anlip
SEVILLANA as the

gy shall be

abovementioned. and ordering the Register
I the

ibove menlioned

aid title 1ol heir anly
OWnet njugal property. He
joverned by Complele Separalion ol pruperly

gning as NULL AND VOID AB INITIO plamtifs m fage

fendant, and ordening Ihe Civil Regisiry of Laoang. Northern Samar and the
Nalional Stalistics Office 1o Cancel the same
d) Declaring thait only child, BRYAN P SEVILLANA, fo remain legilimate
Quezon City, 06 December 1999
By LEOVIGILDO H, MIJARES il
IBP# 491164-QC-11/22/99
PTR # 334820.QC-1/29/99

VERIFICATION

|, ERNESTOF SEVILLANA, am the plaintifl in this case. that | have caused
Ihe preparation of this complaint. thal | have read the contents of Ihe same
and that the allegations thereto are lrue and ct ol my own knowledge and
beliel. thal there 1s no other case \fvolving th
pending in the Supreme Court, Coutt'of Appeals
) any other Inbunal or

same of reldled Issue that |5

iny of the differant division
should | fearn (hat 2
been liled ot 1s pending be

theren! of

{heraof agancy similar aclion
aurt, the Cour
any Inbunal or agency
3 tan or Municipal Trial Court, or the
Matropolitan or Municipal Tria r I'natily this Honorabile Court within
Five (5) days from Ihe notice Ihereof :
ERNEETO F SEVILLANA
Plaintifl
SUBSCRIBED ANI SWORN 16 before me this 81} day o
in Quezon City, afliant, exhibiled to me his
issued al QC on 1:28-99

amber
Tax Cert No 017

DOC. NO
BOOK NO
BOOK NO
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President Macapagal-Arroyo tries her hand at weaving Ifugao’s colorful clothing during
I r recent visit to Tadian, Mt. Province, Saturday moining. Weaving native cloth is one
of the livelihood projects the President is promoting in Mt. Province. Shown with the
President is Rep. Josephine Dominguez (left). (Malacanang photo)
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AGRICULTURE: SAVING
GRACE OF THE PHILIPPINES

ACCORDING TO MONTEMAYOR

RAMON, ISABELA
The Department of Agricul-
ture (DA) said agriculture 15
expected to be the saving
grace of the country amidst
all the uncertainties of events
all around.

Secretary Leonardo
Montemayor, during the
dialogue with the members
ol the irrigators associations
in the region and the DA
family and the Fisherfolk, said
“if we want to restart Lhe
country's economy, agricul-

by- PURITA S. LICAS

ture and fisheries should lead
the way”

Montemayor said the
Cagayan Valley region. for
being an agricultural
region, has been supplying

GOne

the rice, corn, vegetable and
fruit requirements of other
regions including
Minila

“How much
pour sulficient resources Lo
support the agricultural pro
ducers in their quest to fur-

more 1 we

ther improve their produc-

Metro*

CEBL CITY — The
erazy ant, the brown tree
snake, the small Indian
mongoose, the Nile perch,
strawberry guava, the wa-
ter hyacinth, the zebra
mussel and the brushtail
possum are all wonderful
species in their own habi-
Latls.

But like an unwanted
puests, they can be a pesl
when they invade ecosys-
tems (o which they are
alien.

In Fact these species
have nllicied enormous
environmental and eco-
nomic damage throughout
the world when they in-
vaded places to which they
were nol native.

These eig offenders are
amony 4 hundred of the
warst dlien species, accord-
ing (o a report just issued
here hy TUEN - the World
Conservation Union,

I'hese alien species are
that oceur outside
natural range and

hreaten the existence of
| native plants and animals
‘ anil

thirse

their

ECOsSyYNIems,
Viter labitat loss, this
invasion consti-
Cotes the greatest threat to
and it has al-
aidy B devastating con-
ences for the planet,”
14 1 Jeflrey Al

[ Baalogioal

Wiopdlivershiy

MeNeely,
entist,

“The economic hill runs
into tens ol billions of dol-
lars every year. Pests, weeds
and pathogens, introduced
deliberately or accidentally,
reduce crop and stock yields,
and degrade marine and
freshwater ecosystems.™

Quite aside from the pub-
lication of the booklet-re-
port, “100 of the World's
Worst Invasive Alien Spe-
cies,” Dr McNeely points out,
Tuesday NMay 22 is
Biodiversity Day.

*1t will be celebrated all
over the world. The empha-
sis this year will be on how
to cope with this alien inva-
sion, not from Mars, but
“som our own planet,” Con-
sider what havoc these invad-
ers have wreaked.

Crazy ants, so-called be-
cause of their frantic move-
ments, have invaded native
ccosystems and caused great
envirommental damage from
Hawail to the Seychelles and
Zanzibar.

On Christmas Island in the
Indian Ocean they Killed
three million ¢rabs in I8
months, These red Lind crabs
pluyed an important role in
the island’s Torest ccosystem
hy eating leaves and seedlings
( ainforest trees.,

Crazy ants also prey on,
ar interfere with, the repro-
duction of a varicety of rep-

IUCN's chiel sci-

tiles, birds and mammals on
the forest floor and canopy.

The brown tree snake
lived naturally in Australia,
Indonesia, Papua New Guinea
and the Solomon Islands until
one day in the late 1940s or
carly 1950s it apparently
“hitchhiked” to Guam on a
military aircrafc.

The Lack of natural preda-
tors and the presence ol am-
ple prey allowed the brown
smake population to explode.
By the 1970s this poisonous
reptile was found island-wide
and had done extensive eco-
nomic and ccological damage.

It has caused major power
outages across the island and
sometimes bites people, but
is most infamous for its
nearly complete extermina-
tion of Guam's native forest
hirds.

The brown tree snake is
a serious threat to the bio-
logical diversity of other
tropical islands because it can
conceal itsell in the cargo of
ships and airplanes, and even
in aircraft wheelswells. It has
reached such distant desti-
nations as Micronesia, Hua-
waii, the mainland U.S.A.
and Spain,

The Nile perch was intro-
ducea to Lake Victoria in
ILast Africa in the 1950s to
counteract the drastic-drop
in native fish stocks cauvsed
hy over-fishing

It slowly increased i nam-

ALIEN SPECIES INVADE ECOSYSTEM

bers and then climinated
more than 200 endemic fish
species by preying on them
and competing for food. The
native Lake Victoria fish were
no match for the much larger
alien perch.

The Nile perch’s flesh is
oilier than that of the local
fish, so more trees had to be
cut down to fuel fires to dry
the catch, The subsequent
erosion and run-off contrib-
uted to increased nutrient
levels, opening the lake up
to invasions by algae and
water hyacinth, In turn these
invasions led to oxygen de-
pletion in the lake, which
resulted in the death of more
fish.

Commercial exploitation
of the Nile perch has dis-
placed men and women from
their traditional fishing and
processing work.

The far-reaching impacts
of this alien invasion have
been catastrophic for the en-
vironment as well as for com-
munities that depend on the
lake = but have been quite
heneficial for the export in-
dustry from the region,

The beautiful, large pur-
ple and violet flowers of the
South American water hya-
cinth make it a very popu-
lar urnamental plant for
pongs.

Notwithstanding, it is one
of the worst agquatic weeds
in the world, Now found in

50 countries on five conti-
nents, water hvacinth is a
very last-growing plant,
with populations known to
double in only 12 days,

Infestations of this weed
block waterways, interfer-
ing with boat traffic, swim-
ming and fishing., Water
hyacinth also prevents sun-
light and oxvgen from
reaching the water column
and submerged plants,

Its shading and crowd-
ing of native aguatic plants
dramatically reduces bio-
logical diversity in aguatic
ccosystems.

The voracious and op-
portunistic small Indian
mongoose is native to Iran
through India to the Malay
Peninsula,

In the late 1800s it was
introduced to Fiji, Mauri-
tius, Hawaii and the West
Indies to control rats, which
themselves had been acci-
dentally introduced and
became pests of sugar cane
and other crops.

Unfortunately, this early
attempt at biological con-
trol had disastrous effects,
among them the extinetion
of a number of endemic
hirds, reptiles and amphib-
ians,

The mongoose also
threatens other species,
such as the rare Japanese
Amami rabbit. Worse, the

(Page 8, pleass)

SEC. MONTEMAY OR

livity,” he said
The sceretary, on the other
hand. vowed he will push his
proposal to nake the irriga
Lors (LAs)
throughout the country avail
able Jor loan grants lor post
harveslt
"You
sonality being
with the Department ol
Agriculiure, and therelore
can transact business with the
government for the betller
ment of not only the indi
vidual members but also 1«
make your operalions run
smoothly,” he said
Montemayor, likewise
hinted that there is a need
to review the QuedanCor
financing scheme particularly
on the grant of loan amounts
to fisherfolk. )
The local [isherfolk re
quested that they be granted
50,000 pesos per lisherman
instead of the 20,000 loan
grant to improve on their fish
production capability
While the secretary said
he will talk with the Quedan
Board for the request to be
properly addressed, he vowed
Lo cauve the release of al least
five patrol boats to be used
along the stretch of the Magal
dam where several fish cages
have been
It was learned that some
unscrupulous individuals have
been resorting Lo dynamite
fishing causing not only the
destruction of the fish habi-
tat but also the killing ol
small fishes. (PNA)

associatrons

factlities.
have a legal per

registerce

established
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