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VOL.24 < NO. 47 MARCH 26-APRIL 1, 2001

ELECTION
FIESTA
STARTS

 LEADERSHIP
UP FOR GRABS

ARELY SIX MONTHS BEFORE
THE SOUTHEAST ASIAN GAMES
IN KUALA LUMPUR, PHILIPPINE
SPORTS WAS IN DISARRAY AS
300 ATHLETES AND OFFICIALS OF
NATIONAL SPORTS ASSOCIATIONS
MARCHED FROM THE RIZAL
MEMORIAL COLISEUM TO
MALACANANG WHERE THEY
DEMANDED THAT PHILIPPINE
SPORTS COMMISSION OFFICIALS
RESIGN FOR COMMITTING |
IRREGULARITIES. « An o

NEW DEFENSE HEAD: President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo swears into office former AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Angelo

Ed”Oﬂa’ fePOff by ER’C Reyes as Secretary of Defense during simple ceremonies held last March 20 in Malacafiang. Reyes, who retired last

S GIRON March 17, was succeeded by former Philippine Army Chief Lt. Gen. Diomedio Villanueva as AFP Chief of StafT.
> Page (Malacasiang photo)




- More than just casinos

for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it periorms,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.

A

In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from income_remitted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing leaming facilities o thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming




The athletes were sparked
by weightlifter Jaime
Sebastian who has won 19
gold medals from 1977 to
1991, Sebastian was also one
of the leadegs in the 1993
protest march with top ath-
letes swimmer Eric Buhain
and track star Lydia de Vega
who denounced PSC irregu-
larities. That historic march
led to the ouster of PSC
Chairman Aparicio Mequi.

PSC Chairman Carlos
(Butch) Tuason countered the
barbs hurled against him and
said the athletes should be
training now with barely six
months prior to the South-
east Asian Games.

The athletes’ march halted
in front of the barbwire
barricades on Mendiola
Avenue leading to Malaca-
fiang. Spokesman Sebastian
led a contingent of track star
Elma Muros, her husband
Jojo Posadas, shooters’ Joana
Ruiz, judoka Melvin Magada,
Grandmaster Joey Antonio,
basketball coach Boysie
Zamar, athletics chief Go
Teng Kok and Quintellano
(Tiny) Literal with Basket
ball Association of the Phil-
ippines officials in a special
dialogue with Executive
Secretary Renato de Villa

De Villa was authorized
to represent President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo in the
parley. De Villa left it Lo
Sebastian’s group to make
replacements.

The presence of Cristy
Ramos Jalasco who was
ousted as the POC head
through a no-confidence vote
last year by the group of Go
Teng Kok and the current
POC head Celso Dayrit raised
speculations as she sat be-
side Secretary de Villa
throughout the dialogue.

Cristy said she had been
applying since January for
the PSC chairman's post,

The protest march was
said to be politically moti-

vated because Cristy Jalasco
1s being groomed to replace
as PSC chief Tuason, who
is a first cousin of Mike
Arroyo, husband of the
Philippines' President

When Sebastian and his
contingent rejoined the
marchers waiting behind the
barbwire barricades on
Mendiola, he Dared among
the conditions he presented
before Secretary de Villa was
that PSC commissioners
Leonardo Celes and Richie
Garcia will be ousted while
William (Butch) Ramirez and
Amparo (Weena) Lim will be
retained.

Sebastian will be nomi
nated commissioner, said judo
coach Rico Estanislao, with
Judo Association president
Rey Jaylo, Crnsty lJalasco.
weightlifting chiel’ Rudy Sical
and athletics® Go Teng Kok

TEMPERS FLARE

BEFORE BAP
SETTLES RIVALRIES

With the Southeast Asia
bask=thall championships
scheduled April 2 1o 7, 1t
was urgent that the Basket
ball Association of the Phil-
ippines resolved sports offi-
cials® differences over play-
ers who would form the
national cage team

There was heated rivalry
for the BAP presidency
between Freddie Jalasco
whose appointment dates back
to the time his father-in-law
was the country's President
and Tiny (Quintellano) Lit-
cral who was favored by both
the men's and women's bas-
ketball teams.

In a secret balloting, the
national men's basketball
team resoundingly voted 22
with one abstention for
Literal's leadership. The
women's team coached by
Bay Cristobal had thrown its
support for Literal.

Jalasco had a dialogue
with the national cage team

JALASCO, JUICO: In a mess.
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ARELY six months before the Southeast Asian Games in Kuala
Lumpur, Philippine sports was in disarray as 300 athletes and officials
of national sports associations marched from the Rizal Memorial
Coliseum to Malacaiiang where they demanded that Philippine Sports
Commission officials resign for committing irregularities.

in the company of Moying
Velasco, Metropolitan Bas-
ketball Association Commis
sioner Opie Narvasa and
Philippine Olympic Commil
tee representative Nestor
Ilagan. Narvasa and [lagan
told the players of the con
sequences they faced if they
supported Literal's group.

Al this instance, the sec-
retary-general of the Literal
faction Graham Lim arrived
but quickly moved o depart.
However, Martelino ap-
proached him and insisted
that he stay to dispute what-
ever statements he deemed
crroneous on the Jalasco side
Lim begged off

Martelino called him a
coward which almost set off
fisticufts, The others inter
vened. Lim said it was all
right to speak to the players
but he resented Martelino’s
harsh words

“Why does he nol
to talk?"" Marteling queried
hinting that Lim could be
hiding something

In frustration, nattonal
team coach Boysie Zamar
shed tears before Tilo Perez
de Tagle, Jalasco's deputy
secretary general, citing there
were barely six months be-
fore the Southeast Asian
Games,

Ogic Narvasa insisted thal
the players decide whom they
recognized as BAP head. He
said Jalasco was still recog-
nized as BAP president by
the Philippine Olympic Com-
mittee and the Philippine
Sparts Commission

On this point, the two-term
head of the international bas-
ketball federation FIBA Lito
Gonzalo Puyat II wrote his
friend, FIBA secretary gen-
eral Stanley Stankovic, to rec-
ognize Freddie Jalasco as
BAP president and Lo ignore
Graham Lim's request for
recognition.

Puyal told Stankovic that
ABC president Ching Men
ky had inducted into office
Literal and others elected at
the illegal board meeting
That was when Literal was
voted by secret ballot as BAP
head

Athletics president Go
Teng Kok accused POC head
Celso Dayrit of being Loo ac-
commodating Lo Jalasco even
after the men's and women's
cage teams had repudiated
him in favor of Literal, Go
said Jalasco had a penchant
to replace those with views
that differ from his like PBA
Commissioner Jun Bernar
dino, PBL Commissioner
China Trinidad and MBA

winl

Commissioner Ogie Narvasa

Now he wants to disband
the men's and women's bas-
ketball teams.

Go said the players had
been killing themselves in
training but now Jalasco wants
to sacrifice them with those
that he can intimidate or sub-
arn. Go asked, ""dno siva,
dictator?”’

JALASCO BACKS OFF

POC President Celso Dayrit
announced Freddie Jalasco had
4 change of heart after cling
ing to the BAP presidency. He
finally put an end to the big
gest irtramural war that almost
turned into a fiasco by resign
ing from the post he assumed
when he was  still  the
President's son-in-law

He yielded to Literal, the
man whom all 22 members of
the POC hoard and one ub
stention voted to head the
Philippine Sports Commission

Jalasco had o six-hour
marathon meeting with Dayrit,
tormer PSC chairman Philip
Juico, supporter Go Teng Kok
ol the Literal group al 4 down-
town cale. They decided (o end
the controversy and o [ocus

instead on the Southeast Asian
Games 1n Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia April 2 1o 9

Jalasco said over Sports
Radio he had given way for
the sake of basketball and
sporis in general,

Literal, who was upaware
of Jalasco's resignation until
he was told late Friday after-
noon, said ‘'l salute him."'

The growing disenchant-
ment over Jalasco's leadership
led 10 the moves by Literal
and his secretary-general Gra-
ham Lim to oust him twice in
snap clections, This led to the
exchange of heated barbs so
that at one time Moying
Martelino and Graham Lim
almost came [0 blows

The bottom line is it still
boils down to politics. Freddie
Julasco carried weight when the
futher of his wife Cristy was
still  at  the Philippine
government's helm, Julasco
asked Dayril o announce in
the interest of pational unity
lie hod to make a *‘supreme
saerifice, "’

This development paves the
wuy lor & trouble-free BAP
staging of April 2 1o 7 South-
casl Asian Basketball Associa-

tion championship.

Dayrit wants previous na-
tional team composed by
Metropolitan Basketball Asso-
ciation players who have been
training since November Lo
defend the Philippines’ title in
the SEA basketball tournament.
The national quintet coached
by David Zamar refused to side
with Jalasco even if they faced
the loss of financial supporl
from the Philippine Sports
Commission. Jalasco disbanded
the team the next day and asked
the PBL to form a new na-
tional squad

But with the BAP row fi-
nally seitled, PSC Chairman
Butch Tuason announced the
players’ allowances and train-
ing will be provided for plus
other expenses for three in-
ternational meets: the Seaba
men's tournament, the Jones
Cup in August and the South
cast Asian Games.

Tuason also released a
P5S00,000 check reimbursing
the BAP's staging the recent
National Students’ Basketball
Championships last February
in San Pablo

(Next page, please)




VIOLENCE EXPLODES
ANEW

The climate for violence is
heating up once again so thal
the Lives of young girls are
endangered by pangs of boys
from their own set who should
be protecting them rather than
violating them

A series of recent sex kill-
ings have yet 1o be resolved
when new ones occur. Claudine
Mabel Feliciano, a graduate of
De la Salle University, had just
spent Sunday with friends Myra
Dacanay and Tara Golez by
taking dinner at the Alabang
Town Shopping Center's
Cinnzoo restaurant, at 10:30
p.m.

Afterwards she drove home
in her black Mazda car friend
Tara to her Paraiaque home.
On her way home she allowed
four young men to board her
car. It was surmised she know
them because there was no sign
of forced entry. Claudine's
personal effects were intacl,
The car with power locks
showed no damage at all

But Claudine was serially
raped, strangled and her body
was dumped hall naked into a
creek al San Antonio Subdivi
ston with only her blue un-
dershirt on and her hands tied
with a silk cloth

Claudine's rape-killing was
reminiscent of 18-year-old
Carmela Vizconde who was
stabbed and raped by Hubert
Webh and cronies al her Las
Pinas home where her mother
and kid sister were also mas-
sacred. Webb and the others
were convicted after 4 pro
tracted nine-year trial. The
convicls are now serving scn-
tence at Bilibid Prison in
Muntinlupa,

As in the Vizconde case,
the killers are said to be sons
of wealthy families living in
the subdivisions near the
Feliciano house in Alabang.
Police have tlasken steps lo
prevent the rapist-Killers from
fleeing the country

The quartet stole Claudine's
car and drove it to Multina-
tional Village along Imelda
Avenue al 3 am. Monday
morning after disposing of the

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
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girl's body, Al thai time.
Jancuie Bales, 26, was wail
ing for a ride along the road
when u fellow alighted Trom
the black sedan and grabbed
her hand. He tried to drag her
into the car but she resisted

When the residenis saw
what was Iranspiring, the girl
was suddenly abandoned by the
gang

The vehicle was later Tound
abandoned at Lapu-Lapu Av
cnuc necar the Magallanes
Center al Bangkal, Makati
City It had been used in
committing crimes within 26
hours.

Bales described one of the
quartel who tried to drag her
into the car. He was 30 to 40
years old, 5 feet, six inches
in height, brown-complex-
ioned, slim with wavy hair
The police made a skeich of
him that was published in the
newspapers and flashed on
television

A Paranaque police leam
was assigned to track down the
gang of four. The girl's fam-
ily asked the National Bureau
of Investigation to pitch into
the case and place the pang
under arrest

POLITICAL CAMPAIGN: President Macapagal-Arroyo prodaims the People Power Coalition (PPC)
senatorial bets during a rally held March 3 at the Arturo Lugod Gymnasium in Gingoog City, asking
the people of Mindanao to replicate the voting of the Supreme Court by giving a 13-0 vote in their
favor. In photo are (from left) Senator Ramon Magsaysay Jr., Congressman Ernesto-Herrera, Senator
Franklin Drilon, former Burcau of Internal Revenue Commissioner Liwayway Vinzons-Chato, former
Socioeconomic Planning Secretary Solita Monsod, and lawyer Francis Pangilinan. (Malacajiang photo)

whelming attack by lour men
on a girl who was familiar 1o
them. What is despicable is thal
after satiating their lust, they
had 1o demean the body like
discarding o used napkin by
lecaving it bare except for a

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

CALDOCAN CITY, METRO MANILA

PREMIERE BANK
Morigagee EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

OF REML ESTATE MORTGAGE

UNDER ACT 3135 AS AMENDED

BY ACT 4118

- Versus
SPS RUBEN R UY & MARIA
PRECY M UY

Morigagors

-'R

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon Extra-Judicial Petition for Sale under Acl 3135 as amended by Acl
4118 filed by PREMIERE BANK, morigagee with principal office address al
EDSA corner Magallanes Avenue, Makali Cily Melro Manila against Sps
Ruben R, Uy and Maria Precy M LUy, mortgagors, with residence and postal
address al Bo Bagumbong, Caloocan Cily, Melro Manila, 1o satisly the maorigage
indebledness which as ol December 8, 2000 amounted lo P1,533 346 64
including interes!, penallies and other charges. bul this does nol include
interesl, penallies. and olher charges afler December 8 2000 as well as
Legal Fees ol 10% of Ihe lotal amount due shenif's fee, plus expenses of
foreclosure and sale, the Clerk ol Courl and Ex-Officio Sherill of Caloocan
City, thru the undersigned sherifl, hereby gives nolice lo all interesled parties
and tot he public in general that on April 16, 2001 at 1000 o'clock in the
morning or soon thereafter, infront of the main entrance of Caloocan Cily Hall
Annex, Aurelio Building, 9th Avenue, Caloocan Cily, she or her duly autho-
rized sherifl will sell al public auction tol he highes! bidder for cash and in
Philippina Currency, the real estate properly logether wilh all the improve-
ments existing lhereon, lo wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE MO. T-153956

A parcel of land (Lol 1 of the consolidalion-subdivision plan, (LRC) Pes-
29900, approved as a non-subdivision projecl being a porlion of Lol 562-
B & 562-C (LRC) Psd-324751, L RC. Record No 6563), siluated in the District
of Bagumbong, Caloocan Cily, Melro Manila, Island of Luzon Bounded on
the SE, points 5 to 1 by Lol 2 of the consolidalion-subdivision plan, and
points 1 fo 2 by Lol 564, Tala Estate, on the W _ points 2 to 4, by Lot 562-
A and on the NW  points 4 1o 5, by Lol 562-E (Road) both of (LRC) Psd-
324751 x x x containing an aréa of ONE THOUSAND (1,000) SQUARE METERS,
more or less

Prospective bidders are enjoined 1o tigate for th Ives the litle
fot he said property and ancumbrances Ihereon if any there be

Caloocan Cily, Metro Manila, March 13, 2001

PAZ G PALANCA
(Sgd.) DOMINADOR Q. MARANION Ex-Officio Sherifl

Sherill-In-Charge

Copy furnished
ALL PARTIES CONCERNED

NOTE Supreme Courl Res En Banc AM No 99-10-050 daled December
14, 1998 In case of failure of two biders lo appear on the scheduled date
of sale, the same Is resel lo Ihe nex! dale indicated hereunder

Re-scheduled date of Sale April 23, 2001 at 10:00 a.m,
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Capital punishment is too
mercilul for such an over

skimpy undershirt
heeeht of bestiality

NOTICE OF LOSS

Nolice s hereby given lhal the owner's copy ol the Transler
Certitlicale ol Title No. 363203 ol the Hegisler ol Deeds ol Quezon
Cily was losl The registered own.er ol the aloresald TCT No, 363203
s PARIAN REALTY COARPORATION with ollice address at Unit 34,
Parian Commercial Cenler, Commonwealth Avenue, Diliman, Quezon
City
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That is the

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL counT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 15, MANILA

IN RE PETITION FOR CORRECTION
OF ENTRY IN THE CERTIFICATE OF
BIRTH OF FELICITY MONROY AOIGAN
Petifioner
. Versus - SP PROC NO. 00-97408
THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRAR OF MANILA

Responden!

AMENDED ORDER

In @ verilied Petition for Comrection ol Entry, the Pelilioner prays, infer
alia. \hat afler due nolice, publicalion and hearing an Order be rendered
direcling the Civil Regisirar of the City of Manila lo cause the correclion of
enlnes in pelitioner’s Cerlilicale ol Birth in the following manner. 1o wil

Pelifioner' s Name

From Felicity Momroy Adlgan to FELICITY MONROY AODIGAN
Falher's Name

From Oscar Chua Adigan to OSCAR CHUA ADIGAN

Finding the Petition to be sufficient in form and subslance, set the Petition
for heanng on May 15, 2001 at 830 o'clock in the morning before this Branch
al 2/F NAPOCOR. Bldg . Bonifacio Drive. Porl Area, Manila All interested
parties are hereby nolilied of lhe said heanng and are ordefed lo show cause
why the Petition should not be granted

Lel a copy of this Order be published al the expense ol the Pelilioner
once a week lor Ihree (3) conseculive weeks in a newspaper ol general
circulation in Melro Manila, to be selected by raffle pursuani to P D No
1079

Furnish the Office of the Civil Registrar of the City of Manila wilh copies
ol the Pelition and of this Order

SO ORDERED

Mamila. Philippines. March 12, 2001

(Sgd ) MERCEDES POSADA-LACAP
Presiding Judge
WE FORUM
March 26, April 2 & 8, 2001

Max NOBLE .

**Then, there is the per
curiam doctrine, which holds
that Supreme Court justices
are immune from all suits ex-
cept those involving impeach-
able offense. This doctrine
virtually makes them like
gods on Mt, Olymprs, who
decide the life and death of
ordinary mortals, but them-
selves remain immune."’
(Dec.).

**Reminds me of the edi-
torial I wrote for We Forum
(Aug. 10-11, 1989) entitled
‘Are Their Honors Above or
Exempt from the Law?' Ex-
cerpts: Sen.  Rene A.V.
Saguisag has criticized the
highly sensitive Supreme
Court for its resolution dated
May 2, 1989 setting guide-
lines every Filipino has to
follow before he may be given
a copy of a justice's or
judge’s statement of assets,
liabilities, net worth and fi-
nancial and business inter-
ests. Mr. Saguisag couldn’t
he more right.

‘““Why indeed should there
be guidelines other than those

provided for in law, that is,.

RA 6713 otherwise known as
the Code of Conduct and
Ethical Standards for Pub-
lic Officials and Employ-
ees?...

“RA 6713 neither speci-
fies nor distinguishes who
among Filipinos may obtain
subject statement, except to
say that it is ‘““unlawful for
any person to obtain or see
any statement filed under this
Act for: (a) any purpose
contrary to morals or public
policy; or (b) any commer-
cial purpose other than by
news and communications
media for dissemination rot
he general public.

““It’s certainly impossible
for Their Honors to know
whether or not the purpose
for which a particular state-
ment is obtained militates
against morals and public
policy, or is purely commer-
cial, before a probative or
overt act has been done. Only
a fool will tell Their Honors

» o (From page7)

beforechand that he's going
to use the statement for an
illegal, immoral or commer-
cial purpose.

“*Under the Constitution,
public officers and employ-
ees are at all times account-
able to the people (Sec. 1,
Art. XI). To this end, the
Charter requires all of them
to submit their respective
sworn declarations of assets,
liahilities and net worth. Sec.
17 of Art. X1 mandates that
such declarations ‘be dis-
closed to the public in the
manner provided by law.'

“*By issuing guidelines
other than those RA 6713
embodies, the Suprem.
Court, we believe, has in-
dulged in...judicial legisla-
tion... As it is, the Tribunal's
resolution virtually makes
Their Honors above, if not
exempt from the law they are
supposed to uphold impar-
tially for all, themselves
included.

““If this isn’t a case of
double standard (one for
ordinary government employ-
ees, another for justices),
then what is?

‘‘Understandably, no Fili-
pino lawyer has dared ques-
tioned the legality and/or
constitutionality of the Su-.
preme Court’s May 2, 1989
resolution.

“‘Doing so would be the
height of folly, for the simple
reason that it’s the Supreme
Court which has the last say
on whether said resolution is
legal and/or constitutional.
Besides (and this is, I feel,
what lawyers who don't want
to lose their shirts fear), that
during lawyer is already a
marked man. Poor him if his
bread and butter is solely
lawyering.

“Must lawyers then just
keep quiet over all the sun-
dry that the Supreme Court
does?

““The answer may be
found in the persons of Tan,
Gonzales, laureta and
Sangco. Frightening, ismn’t
2"
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attractions.

From the country's more
than 7,100 islands, the De-
partment of Tourism (DOT)
has been promoting some of
the Philippines’ most excit-
ing vacation places both for
domestic and international
tourists.

BORACAY

Boracay, located at the
northwestern tip of Panay
Island in Central Visayas, has
become the number one tour-
ists destination of the Phil-
ippines. It has also been voted
in 1990 as one of the best
beackes in the world by
London-based BMW Tropi-
cal Beach handbook and the
British publication TVQuick

And why not? [ts seem-
ingly endless coasl of talcum
fine white sands, clear blue
walters and an air island
serenity are what attract mosi
visitors to this paradise. You
can forget all your troubles
and not even notice the
passage of hme

The island, roughly shaped
like a dumb-bell is seven
kilometers long and the
narrowest spot is nearly
kilometer wide. Boracay
Island is Aklan's other pride
aside from Ati-Atihan Fesu
val.

The best part ol the is-
land 1s its four kilometers
“*White Beach,' also called
Long Beach by the locals. It
is situated at the west coast
between the villages of Angol
and Balabag, and barangay
Manok-Manok. Some expe-
rienced travelers claim it to
be the finest beach of all
Asia. The water is shallow
here, and its sand brighter
and finer than most beaches
in the archipelago.

The island is so small that
one can walk arvund on fool
and see close up nature.

However, you have lo be.
tough to go around ‘*Yapak®'
on foot, as it is hilly and
one can seldom find shades
trees. Direct sunlight is es-
pecially strong from noon to
around 2:00 p.m.

Apart from the world-
famous powdery white sand
beach, there are also other
attractions like uka Shell
Beach, the bal caves and
numerous diving, snorkeling
and other water sports fa-
cilities,

PALAWAN

With 1,768 islands and
islets, Palawan is the
country's last frontier. The
main island of Palawan is 397
Kilometers long but its aver-
age width is only 40 kilo
meters. It forms a parcel land
bridge between Mindoro and
North Borneo

Near the coasts of North
Palawan are the richest fish-
ing grounds in the Philip
pines, providing approxi-
mately 60 percent of the total
lish catch of the country.
White sand beaches and
crystal clear waters make
Palawun a perfect spot for
swimming, snorkeling, scuba
diving and other waler sport
aclivities

El Nido, sull the loveli-
est place in Palawan is con-
sidered the unexplored fron-
tier, where everything in the
place is untouched; St. Paul
Subterrancan River National
Park offers perfect outdoor
sprec -- swimming, sunbath-
ing, snorkeling, scuba div-
ing, trekking and spelunking;
Ursula Island, the nestling
site of pigeons, locally called
the Camaso, and migratory
birds from Siberia, China,
Borneo and Australia; Caluit
Wildlife Sanctuary which
boasts of unique local and

We. ‘Forum
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UMMER is a season when the Philippines emerges as one of the
world’s best destinations, mainly due to its numerous beach resorts,
including Boracay, the world’s best tropical beach and other natural

African animals, 18§ also an
area sel aside fro the propa-
gation and preservation of
flora and fauna for poster-
ity.

The Amanpulo 1s the
fulfillment of the expectation
of what an exclusive resort
should be. There are only
40 casitas (villas patterned
after the Philippine house, the
bahay kubo) on the island
which is two and a halfl
kilometers long and only 500
meters wide ;

The beach casitas are
hidden along the bush and
the coconut tree line and one
can barely see the roots. The
hillside and treetop casitas
are hikewise camouflaged by
the jungle bush and forest.
It ranked number three in the
“Top Overseas Leisure
Hotel'" category of travel
publication based in London,
the Conde Nast Traveller,
which regularly comes out
with “*The World's Top
100.""

DAVAO

It is today one ol the
country s most progressive
commercial . industrial and
agricultural centers Its beauty
and wealth lie 1n 1is vast
precnery ol mountaimn ranges
and virgin fertile
valleys and coastal plains
crisscrossed by unpolluted
streams and rivers; white and
grey sand beaches that lure
hundreds of sun-worshippers
and water sports enthusiasts;
an all-year round mild and
pleasant climate with no pro-
nounced dry or rainy scason;
exotic fruits with the strang-
¢st ol names bul the most
delightful of taste; mouth-
watering tuna delicacy, rare
orchids; excellent brassware,
ceramics and bamboo craft; and
most importantly, Davao has
a cultural minority proud of
its past and confident of its
future

lorests,

Some of the altraciions are
the Shrine of the Holy Infant
of Prague in an open air chapel
which also offers a magnifi
cent view of Davao Gulf and
Mt. Apo as well as fruil bear-
ing trees and coconut planta-
tions; the Philippine Eagle
Camp, dedicated to the pres
ervation of the endangered
Philippine monKey-cating
caple.

Caroland Resort (Bago
Inigo Farm), a resort where
on can see diflferent varieties
of Philippine fruit trees, multi-
colored carps, wild ducks and
enjoy boasting in a lagoon as
well as horseback riding:
Greenhills (Yuhico) orchid
Furm, o magnilicent parden
laid on u rolling terrain with
thousands of blooming orchids

“by LYNDA B. VALENCIA

and other colorful Mowers, Mt
Apo. the ‘highest peak in the
country with an elevation ol

10,311 feet above see level

BAGUIO

The summer capitul of the
Philippines, localed about 246
kilometers North of Manila,
s o favorite tourist haven. It
nestles atop the cool mountains
of the Cordillera ranges, some
5,000 feet above sea level.

It is popularly called **Pines
City"" for the Benguel pines
that cover the mountain slopes.
Baguio was developed by the
Americans in the carly 1900s
as a rest and recreation resort.
Since then, it has come (0 be
regarded as the summer capi-
tal of the Philippines, a status
it continues to enjoy to this
day.

Originally known  as
Kafagway, Baguio's early his
tory was fraught with constant
clashes between the lgorots or
mountain tribesman and the
Spaniards who staked their
claim on the land for nutive
pold The Igorots were never
subdued or Christiunized by the
Spaniards

For Manilans and other
lowlands, Baguio means escap
ing from the The tem
perature in the city s an
average 10 deg. © (I8 deg
F) lower than in the lowland,
sometimes 1L goes down [o 6
aeg. €. Thus the vegetation
is refreshingly different. Many
temperate flowers and veg
ctables grow here, especially
in Trinidad Valley

heat

The exodus to Baguio peaks
in the summer months of April
and May with the Lenten sea-
son causing its population 1o
swell three times. Off scason
is the best time o go. You
can have the city Lo yourself,
that 1s. There are still certain
nooks whose view s untram-
meled by high-rise condos, the
last addition to Baguio’s land
scape.

Baguio's attractions include
Burnham Park, lamous for ils
man-made lagoon for boating;
Mines View Park, which of-
fers a breathtaking view of
peaks and valleys as far as the
eye could see (but nol any-
more because of the construc-
tion of some residential and
commercial buildings): the
Camp John Hay managed by
a private group. It is a pri
vate group. It is a [favorile
venue for conferences and
other corporate gatherings, as
well as for vacations; Philip
pinc Military Academy, the
country's forémost training
institute for the elite members
ol the Armed Forces.

One of the new, grandest
and most prestigious festival
in the North, the Buaguio
Flower Festival or
‘“Panagbenga’™ is being cel
ebrated here cvery third week
of February. Although only on
its sixth year, b has
known not only in the North
hut nationwide

CEBU

Cebu Cily, known as the
“*Queen City'" of the South,

been

is the third largest city in the
Philippines. Il leis in the center
of the Visayas, muKing il not
only the springboard of tour
ism in the region but also the
center of business and trade

It was Cebu that Spanish
explorer Ferdinand Magellan
met his end and where Chris-
tianity was first introduced.
The city, well-known for its
historical spots and tourist
aftractions which are related
mostly to the battles waged
between the Spaniards and the
Filipinos, has also displays of
religious relics and Filipino
wares from the 1800s.

Sites which a first time
tourist should see include the
Magellan's Cross which was
planted by Magellan on April
14, 1521 along a road now
cailed Magallanes St. and
marked the spot where the first
Christian Filipinos, Rajah
Humabon and Queen Juana and
about 400 followers were
baptized

Also to be seen is the Fort
San Pedro, the nucleus of the
First Spanish settlement in the
Philippines and the oldest (ri
bastion in the country. [t
houses i museum where arti
facts from the old Spanish
Galleon San Diego are on
display, the Basilica Minore
de Santo Nifo, which was built
in 1565 und houses (he
country’s oldest religious relic,
the image of Sefor Santo Nifio

[1 has also a seemingly
endless stretch of white sand
beaches (o7 aqua-sporls aclivi-

(Next page, please)




ties like scuba diving, snor-
keling, windsurfing, waler
skiing, sailing, swimming and
fishing.

BOHOL

The idyllic island of Bohol
is the 10th largest island in
the country and lies in the heart
of the Visayas between Cebu
to the southeast and Leyte to
the southwest. The island
characterized by hilly and
rolling terrain, has around 167
mountains, 73 islets.

. Bohol's total land area is
411,746 hectares divided into
47 municipalities and one city,
Tagbilaran, the capital. Nearly
all the municipalitics have
natural attractions that have
been drawing both local and
foreign tourists.

The legendary Chocolate
Hills is Bohol's premier attrac-
tions. These 1,268 haystack
mounds turn green during rainy
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season and brown during the
summer, thus the name
*“Chocolate Hills."'

Bohol fascinates not only
for its Chocolate Hills but also
for its beautiful diving spots.
Its entire coastline is lined with
pristine white sand beaches and
magnificently sculptured coral
reefs. The notable dive spols
are in Pamilican Island,
Balicasag Island and Panglao
Island.

There is  also the
Hinagdanan Cave, an enchant-
ing underground spring lit by
natural skylight Tfiltering
through a pair of opening on
the roof of the cave, the
Baclayon church, the oldest
stone church in the Philippines
which was built by the Jesuits
in 1595,

Of special interest for en-
vironmentalist is the presence
of the Tarsier, the smallest
primate that can only found

G. Ocampo.

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice Is hereby given thal the estate of the late CIRIACO SAYOC
has been exirajudicially sellled among his heirs as per document
enifled "Extra-Judicial Settlement, Declaration of Helrs and Waiver
of Rights of the Estate of Cirlaco Sayoc” under Doc. No, 311, Page
No. 64, Book No. 5, Series of 2001 of Notary Public Aty Amparo
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Producers Bank of the Phils
Mortgageels,
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SPS ARLEEN G GERONA &
ANA P. MAGALLANES,

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
City of Makati

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

FIRST PRODUCERS HOLDINGS CORP (*FPRC')
*Formerly First Phil International Bank, Inc and

Foreclosure No S-01-014

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135 AS AMENDED
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in Bohol, It measure lour 1o
five inches has a tail slightly
longer than the body, has
brown eyes, large hairless cars
and long claws and it can rotate
almost 360 degrees even as 1l
demonstrates much agility leap-
ing like a frog over several
melers in quick succession on
Irees.,

CAMIGUIN

Located off the north coast
of Mindanao, the pear-shaped
volcanic island of Camiguin in
one of the most beautiful and
exciting islands in the Philip-
pines. It is blessed with white
sand beaches, hot and cold
springs, waterfalls and volca-
noes within half an hour travel
time with each other.

Altractions include Mt.
Hibok-Hibok, the only active
volcano in the island, with a
slope of 1,250 meters. It poses
a challenge event of seasoned
climbers as the trek entails
skillful maneuvers over loose
rocks and boulders. A craler
lake and steam outlets in many
places and a clear view of the
entire island are among the
conguests.

White island is an uninhab-
ited small white sandbar with
the picturesque Mi, Hibok
Hibok as its backdrop. The
island 1s ideal for swimming,
sunbathing, snorkeling and
shell collecting.

Two springs can also be
found, the Santo Nino Cold
Spring, a pool of cool spring
waters and Esperanza Ardent
Spring, a slone swimming pool
with water of about 40 degrees

centigrade coming from the
howels of M1 Hibok-Hibok.

ZAMBOANGA

Zamhoanga is a city of
extravagant good looks, with
the brilliant hues of its flow-
ers, the multi-colored clothes
of Muslim men and women.
the rlashing domes of its
mosques, the intricately-
wrought brassware and other
crafts and the geometric de-
signs of the sails of the vinta,
the house-boats of the Badjaos,
a Iribe of sea gypsies.

Located on southwestern
end of Mindanao, Zamboanga
is a romantic, legendary city
in a region of incredible
wealth, both culturally and in
terms of natural resources. The
clear water surrounding
Zamboanga abound in [fish.
Shells and other gifts from the
sea, including the highly prized
pearls from the bottom of the
Sulu Sea, The city is also the
site of a busy barter trade
market dealing i goods from
Indonesia, Malaysiu, Singapore
and Taiwan

Several attractions are also
seen here, such us the Greal
Sta. Cruz island, known [or
its pinkish sand heuch because
of the washed-out corals (rom
the bottom of the sea. On the
island is a lagoon, a lishing
village and an old Mushm
burw!l ground

Rion Hond, & colony ol
coastal Tausugs - Samals and

Badjaos live in a frail-looking

houses-on-stilts situated in the
town proper; Pasonanca park,
which has three swimming

MARCH 26-APRIL 1, 2001

pools, with concrete slides
called **wee-wee pool™” and a
natural pool; Yakan Weaving
Village, where the country's
linest weavers of the Yakan
cloth can be found

Northwest of Mindanao, in
the provinee of Zamboanga del
Norte lies the two cities of
Dupitan and Dipolog, The
former is famous for having
sheltered the country’s national
hiero, Dr. Jose P. Rizal and
of late hugged the hmelight
for its beautiful Dakak Beach
Resort, now a lavorite tourist
haven.

Dipolog City, on the other
hand. is known as the ' Gate-
way Lo Western Mindanao®’
because of its strategic loca-

tion al the western tip of

Mindanao. It boasis of a rich

fertile land planted to rice and
a growing agro-industrial
economy which deals in rub-
ber processing, lumber, feed
mills and the like.

Besides Dakak Beach Re-
sorl, one can also see Dapitan
Bay, a stretch of clean beaches
in the northern section of the
poblacion with sunsets as
beautiful as that of Manila
Bay’'s; City Plaza, which was
developed and beautified by
Rizal with the assistance of
Gov, Ricardo Canicero's
Aliguay and Salinog Islands,
the 1sland barangays with white
sand beachés and rich aquatic
resources, Linabo Peak, one
ol the highest mountains of
Dipolog City where one can
have a panoramic view of
Dapitan and Dipolog. (PNA)

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Mational Capital Judicial Region
Quezon City, Metro Manila

of Lol 294, Piedad Estate and on the SW  along line 4-1 by Lot 3-C; of the
subdn plan. x x x x containing an area of ONE HUNDRED SEVENTY TWO

(172.00) SQUARE METERS

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-176833

Mortgagor/s
X x

. NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT fo the terms of the Deed of Real Estate Morigage under Act
3135, as amended by Act 4118, executed under the date of January 20. 1995
by SPS ARLEEN G GERONA & ANA P MAGALLANES, morigagor/s in
favor of FIRST PRODUCERS HOLDINGS CORP ('FPRC®), morigageels lo
salisfy the morigage debt in the amount of P6,722,949 07xxx as of November
30, 2000 infexclusive of interests, penalties, atlorney's fees and other charges
togelhur with all lawful fees and expenses of loreclosure sale, the Clerk of
Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Tnial Courl of Makati Cily. hereby
announces thal on April 3, 2001 al 10:00 o'clock In Ihe marning or soon
thereafter. in front of the Main Entrance of the City Hall of Makali, he or any
of his lawful sheriffs wll sell al public auction to the highes! bidder and for
cash, in Philippine currency. the following described real property/ies with all
its improvements, however, il there are no Iwo (2) participating bidders al
the said date, Ihe auclion sale shall be postponed lo April 16, 2001 al same
lime and place to wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE MO. 195505

*A parcel of land (Lot 4, Blk 40 of the subd plan Psd-13-004842 being
a portion of plan SWO-13-000397, LRC Rec. No ) silualed in the Brgy
South Cembo, Mun, of Makali, MM Bounded on the SW., x x containing and
area of TWO HUNDRED EIGHTY FIVE (285) SQUARE METERS, more or
less.”

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for 1h Ives the
(itle of the said properly/ies and the encumbrances thereon, Il any there be

Makali City. February 23, 2001

ENGRACIO M ESCASINAS, JR
Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio Sheilf

Copy furnished
Sps. Arlean & Ana Gerona - 250. Gen. Luna 51, Soulh Cembo, Makali Cily
Tristan M. Cruz - 1st e-Bank Tower 8737 Paseo de Roxas, Makali City
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OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

PHILIPPINE TRUST COMPANY (PHILTRUST BANK)
Mortigageels,
- Versus -
SPS ROLANDO M AMORES AND JULITA
SAN DIEGO AMORES, SPS. MARIANO C
SAN DIEGO AND CECILLE C SAN DIEGO
AND EFREN SAN DIEGO

FRE NO 3741

Morigagorls
X X

MNOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE OF REAL PROPERTY
UMDER ACT 3135 (AS AMENDED)

PURSUANT fo the lerms of the Deed of Real Estate Morlgage under Act
3135 as amended by Act 4118, execuled under the date of Dec 20 1979
alc by Sps Rolando Amores & Julita San Diego Amores & Efren Amores -
41 Congressional Rd Proj 8, QC/Sps Manano & Cecille San Diego - No
41-B & C Congressional Rd, Proj 8 Q C MORTGAGOR/S in lavor of Phil-
ippine Trust Company (Phillrust Bank), MORTGAGEEIS lo salisly the mortgage
debl in Ihe amqunt of P14,647,020 09 as of January 31, 2001 exclusive of
interes!. penallies, allorney's fees and olher charges together with all lawdul
lees and expenses of foreclosure sale. the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff
ol 1he Regional Trial Court of Quezon Cily, hereby announces that on May 9
2001 al 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon lhereafter, in froni of the Main
Enirance of he Hall of Justice of Quezon cily, she will sell al public auction
to the highes! bidder and for cash in Philippine currency, the following de-
scribed real properly/ies with all its improvements However, should there be
only one (1) bidder al the said date the auclion sale shall be resel lo May
16 2001 al the same hime and place

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-176832
Registry of Deeds- Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 3-B. of the subdn plan, Psd-13-018625 being a
portion of Lot 3, (LRC) Psd-29561 LRC Rec No 5975), siluated in Brgy of
Bahay Toro, Quezon City. Melro Manila, Island of Luzon Bounded on the NW
along line 1-2, by Lol 4, (LRC) Psd-29561. on the NE . along line 2-3 Dby Lot
3-A. of the subdn plan, on Ihe SE along line 3-4. by Creek (Now Conc Pipes
Drainage) & beyond Congressional Road (with Asphall & Center Island) Porlion

Registry of Deeds- Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lol 3-C. of the subdn plan, Psd-13-018625, being a
portion of Lot 3, (LRC) Psd-29561, LRC Rec No 5975), silualed in Brgy of
Bahay Toro. Quezon Cily Melro Manila, Island of Luzon Bounded on the NE
along line 1-2, by Lot 3-B of the subdn plan, on he SE  along line 2-3, by
Creek (Now Conc Pipes Drainage), & beyond Congressional Road (wilh As-
phall & Center Island) Portion of Lot 294, Piedad Estate, and on the SW., along
line 3-4, by Lot 12, (LRC) Psd-29561, and on the NW _along line 4-1, by Lot
4, (LRC) Psd-29561 x x x x conlaining an area of ONE HUNDRED TWENTY
EIGHT (128.00) SQUARE METERS

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 83933
Registry of Deeds- Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lol 15-A, of the subdn. plan, Psd-007404-025665-D, being
a portion of Lot 15, Blk 27, Pcs-4865), LRC Rec No 5975), siualed in the
Brgy of Tandang Sora Bahay Toro, Quezon Cily, M Manila, Is of Luzon
Bounded on the NW , along line 1-2 by Lol 15-B, of the subdn plan, and on
the NE , along line 2-3 by Lot 16, on the SE , along line 3-4 by Lot 30, both
of Blk 27, and on the SW along line 4-1 by Road Lol 27, all of Pcs-4865
X X % x containing an area of ONE HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHT (138) SQ METERS
maore of less :

Interested parties are hereby enjoined fo investigale for themselves fhe litle
of the said property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, il any lhere be

Quezon City, Melro Manila March 12, 2001

MERCEDES S GATMAYTAN
Ex-Officio Shenill
WARNING Il is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy Ihis Nolice
of Sheriff's sale, on or belore the dale of the auction sale under penalty of
lhe law.

Copy furnished
Ally Perla Young-Ouque - cfo Philtrust Bank Bldg , United Nalions Ave , cot
San Marcelino St Manila
Sps Rolando Amores & Julita San Diego Amores & Efren San Diego - 41
Congressional Rd.. Proj 8 Quezon Cily
Sps Mariano & Cecille San Diego - No 41-B & C Congressional Rd. Pro)
8 Quezon Cily
WE FORUM
March 19, 26, April 2, 2001
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Good cops, bad cops

HIS a ruse played by lawmen to trap a criminal under
interrogation to admit a crime which is often depicted in
the movies.

The ‘‘bad cops’’ in this particular case were the police
team of Quezon City’s Anonas Station 9 in Project 2 who
accepted a P650,000 bribe from two Taiwan drug dealers in
order that they would be released and would keep their traps
shut on 1.5 kilos of shabu seized from the duo.

The ‘“‘good cops’’ were SPO2 Reynato Resurreccion and
PO3 Wilfredo Gonzales, who blew the whistle on nine of
their colleagues and their commander, Superintendent Fran-
cisco Ovilla for accepting the bribe, freeing the drug traf-
fickers with their dope.

For this, the ten bribed policemen were convicted to
death and meted an additional six to 12 years prison term
for graft and corruption by QC regional trial court Judge
Diosdado Peralta.

Policemen Resurreccion and Gonzales reported what had
transpired with regard to their commander Ovillas and nine
colleagues to then QC Rep. Mike Defensor. Defensor called
a Congress inquiry into the shady deal.

One of the accused, SPO1 Eusebio Zambrano was ac-
quitted because at the time the crime occurred, he was attending
a training course for six months.

The Central Police Station convicts were Supt. Ovilla,
Inspector Edwin Misarod, SPO4 Florendo Lucila, SPO3
Benjamin Fonacier, SPO2 Federico Lado, SPO1 Ronnie Rodajo
and Orencio Jurado, PO3 Orlin Comia and Manuel Malong,
and PO2 Ladislao Rebanco.

The buy-bust operation was led by Ovilla and his police
team at the car park of SM North Edsa on August 22, 1999.
The 1.5 kilos of shabu were seized from dealers Jimmy Tan
and Robert Koo. The duo then paid the police raiders P650,000
for their freedom and the contraband.

Judge Peralta regarded the conspiracy of Ovilla and his
men with the two drug dealers whom they freed after ac-
cepting the bribe punishable by death. The dope dealers thréw
in a car for good measure.

What happened to the drug-dealing duo after they were
released is not known. It is surmised with the dope in their
possession, they would still peddle the shabu to make up for
the money they paid the policemen for their freedom.

The drugs smuggled from the United States, China and
other Asian countries has evolved into a big international
business in which the passers of contraband rake in huge
profits because the number of drug users and addicts has
swelled over the years.

In the particular case cited, ordinary kotong cops gradu-
ated from penny-ante chiseling of motorists for minor traffic
infractions to the bigtime payoff from the drug smuggling
business.

What is despicable is that persons in authority capitalize
on their uniforms and badges to indulge in the very crimes
that they are sworn to combat as minions of the law. The
death penalty after all is not too severe a price for the erring
policemen to pay.

Frightening

FORMER law dean Froilan Bacungan 1s
right: Auys. Rene Saguisag and Pacilico
Apabin don't deserve the vilification of anti-
Erap, pro-GMA fanatics. They're just do-
ing their sworn duty as lawyers and, as |
see it, they're doing it in the most honor-
able way they can.

ERFEEE

Leafing through my collection of clippings
of articles and op-page letters, | came across
this letter which appeared in the Standard
(Jan. 17, 1993). 1 just can’t resist the urge
to repeat it.

““I must confess that, as a lawyer, [ am
afraid of the Supreme Court more than any
other institution and of its justices more than
anybody else. 1 respect Their Honors, of
course, but truth to tell, 1 fear them more.

““I fear them not because of any wrong-
doing on my part, but because, the way I
see it, Their Honors (with certain excep-
tions) act as though they’re infallible gods
whom us ordinary mortals can’t, and
shouldn’t criticize, and whose every deci-
sion, ruling, directive or interpretation of
law we have to obey without question, no
matter how wrong it may be in our well-
considered opinion.

*‘Since the Aquino administration, the
Supreme Court has never heen more onion-
skinned vis-a-vis lawyers who take issue either
with the Tribunal itself or with some of its
distinguished members. Raul Gonzales is one
such lawyer. For several years now since he
was cased out of the Tanodbayan, he has
heen suspended from practicing his profes-
sion. Another is Eugene A. Tan, whom the

ONE’S WORTH

court suspended as president of the Inte-
grated Bar of the Philippines for reasons
which even the International Bar Associa-
tion doesn’t consider meritorious. Another
one is former Dean Wenceslao Laureta and
s.ill another is retired Judge J. Cezar Sangco,
both of whom have been disbarred for ‘‘dis-
respectful’’ language. There are still oth-
ers.

“In the words of lawyer-columnist Emil
P. Jurado (whom the Supreme Court once
fined for ‘‘prematurely’’ divulging its rul-
ing on the rebellion-complexed-with-murder
case against Enrile):

““The moral question about the supervi-
sion and control the Supreme Court enjoys
over the legal profession arises because the
justices have built around themselves a
fortress that ‘has made them invulnerable to
all suits except impeachment... (The) Su-
preme Court may disbar, suspend or other
punish members of the bar and bench sum-
marily and without due process. Thus, we
have a Supreme Court -- which is supposed
to be the last bastion of our freedoms and
the final guardian of the rule of law and
due process — not observing due process itself.

(Page 4, please)
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Just when we thought or hoped we’d banished all silliness

from Philippine politics with Erap’s forced departure, we're

into another silly season — that’s right, the May elections -

but guess where some of the silliness is.coming from? Well,

take the National Press Club (NPC), for starters. Just where

does the NPC pot off claiming before the Conunission on

Elections to be the people’s best bet for conducting a truly

quick and truly honest national Quick Count?

EVERY
RIGHT
TO BE
SUSPICIOUS

by BUTCH DALISAY

UST when we thought or hoped
we’d banished all silliness from
Philippine politics with Erap’s
forced departure, we're into
another silly season - that’s right,
the May elections -- but guess where
some of the silliness is coming from?

Well, take the National Press Club (NPC),
for starters. Just where does the NPC get
off claiming before the Commission on
Elections to be the people’s best bet for
conducting a truly quick and truly honest
national Quick Count”

This 150t the NPC of old we're talking
about. What used (o be g prestigious orga-
nmization of journalists under the leadership
of the likes of Tony Zumel and Tony Nieva
has comc a long way--down--degenerating
into a sorry collection of dubious charac-
ters (certainly not all, but visibly enough)
out to make a fast buck off the very system
of patronage they're supposed to be crusad-
ing against.

It's common knowledge, even among
people who've had the merest encounter with
some dfficers of recent NPC administrations,
that NPC elections, celebrations, projects
--anything worthy of a **souvenir program’’
or some such gimmick--have been money-
making rackets more than anything. Wasn't
the NPC itself in the news not too long ago
over a scandal involving the spending and
accounting of its funds?

Government officials--and this wasn't even
during Erap’s time--also complained of being
tapped on the shoulder by NPC-associated
characters seeking ‘‘donations'’ for s
project and that; those who failed or re-
fused to cough up the moolah found them-
selves on the receiving end of a vicious
media barrage shortly afterward

It's a sad commentary on the state of
Philippine media as a profession that things
have come to such an unpretty pass, bul
that's another problem to grapple with al
together. One would hope that a new ad-
ministration--in both Malacanang and the
National Press Club--could effect some reul
reform in the use of the private media as
an adjunct press office for anyone with the
right budget, but you know what? Don’l
hold your breath. Uniil a post-Edsa genera
tion of journalists grows up and (akes over,
we're preity much stuck with one another

This isn't to say that all or even mosl
NPC members and directors are crooks

OPINION

NPC BUILDING

certainly not, There’s o new leadership in
place to whom the idex ol doing a Quick
Count may just have seemed to be the thing
Lo do Lo refurbish the club’s tarmshed image

But thése reforms--if they are, indeed,
relorms--should be undertaken some other
way. al someone else's potential expense
A vole count, especially atter the two Edsas,
should be conducted only by citizens above
suspicion--which the NPC s not

Let the NPC. 11 1L so first re
establish its credibility by supporting, in
stead of competing with, the long-recogmzed
National Movement tor Free Elections
(Namfrel) in its effort to ensure peaceful
and clean clections. The way the NPC has
set atself up against Namlirel--reportedly with
the support of a well-known political King-
pin and godfather--the people have every
right 1o be suspicious of the press club's
motives.

What capabilities and what experience does
the NPC think it has to hold a national Quick
Count? Why 1s the Commission on Elec-
tions even seriously entertaining the press
club’s bid to take over from Namirel?

Are we so desperate to play the fool—
to stage Edsa 1, and then to elect Erap
afterwards, and now to stage Edsa 2, and
then to entrust the Quick Count ol the next
national elections to an organization that can't
even gel its own elections right?

Did we go to Edsa only to give the Keys
to the bank o a band of--uhm--operators (o
whom you wouldn't lend the taxi lure Irom
Ayala to Buendia? What new heights ol
absurdity, or depths ol masochism, are we
trying to reach?

Let's make this clear again: just like the
next fellow, 1 have a cumber of personal
friends in the NPC whom | respect and
admire. I think they're great as journalists,
from whose puts and whose tenacity week-
end dabblers Tike me have much
But | still can’t see them as vole counters

must be u problem with my
(CyberDyarya)

wishes,

Lo learn

eyes

On Filipino
social values

THE natural resiliency of Filipino char-
aeter s singled out as a treait which empha
sizes the capucily to overcome the vicissi-
tudes ol daily living

More thin s devotion Lo duty, his rights
and hberties, the Filipino and his ¢lan had
hlended  with withouwt
and without

this nature (uestion
demur

This constant Filipino trait of resiliency
has been known 1o most political unalyst as
often takes to mean the Filipino readiness
to “bend with the wind” — undergo nec-
essury extremes and take on needless con
stratnts on s personal interests lor the
attainment of a more common good

Yet, today we are likely to overlook the
extraordinary extent of his cooperative

This

15 because it 1s less conspreuous and less

behavior — or s “bayanihan™ spirit

dramatic than the competitive and aggres
sive behavior

I we were to define the Filipino as a
soctal being, we must therelore admit to his
sociality which indeed provides o natural
basts for wdealisim. Whiehs why lus “selfish™
'pL'l‘\tlH.l.l imterest alwavs imeludes the wellbeing
ol some other
warmth and

Not wfew people say that most Filipinos

persens und their need lor

threction

are not Keen enough o pursue their sell
interests and are not courageous enough to
thetr Quite a number,
however, nsist that oot all Filipinos love
their neighbors as themselves

For therr own natural lToyalty to their own
class has always tended to make them
suspicious ol outsiders and hostile to other
groups

assert sell esteem

Puradoxically, however, there are times
the resibient Filipino gets involved in vola
tile demonstrations ol protest against the
repression ol the Establishment and raises
his voice with the clamor for changes to
enhance a better way of life Tor his lellow
men regardless of political color

There are no “ifs” nor “buts™ about the
Filipino's intrinsic concern lor the helpless
and the downtrodden who get pushed wround
by sanctimonious bullies who couldn't care
less Tor the well-being of the rest ol hu
manity as long as they can achieve their
selfish political ends.

Nonetheless, together with his sociality,
the average Filipino is a culture building
person. Whereas every Filipino generation
begins and ends almost without the wisdom
ol their successors, they start anew by
acquiring the knowledge, sKills and arts
accumulated over the countless generations
before them

With these skills, they absorb the whole
way of life of their sires.  And
most pertinent (act is the most conspicuous
one in storical view

here the

— the extraordinary
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by C. STUTZ FERNANDEZ

diversity of the Filipino culture

Always in a natural environment, always
compelled 1o deal with natural forces, the
Filipino gets from his society all his ruling
1deas about the nature of the world and how
to deal with it. For the basic reality of the
Filipino 1s not a physical being — but a
cultural, spiritual being.

The Filipino is apt to forget that he is
a parvenu in history, Whatever awareness
other people have of the Filipino culture,
it 1s the rise of the Filipino in this world
that inspires a rugged sense of individual-
1sm

This Filipimo trait makes self-interest a
moral principle and tends to narrow down
the limus ol impoverished individuals to-
wirds an exclusive devotion to economic
ends

In such a case, 1t,becomes necessary Lo
remember the Filipino as a social person
His very conscrousness is a social product

he becomes aware of himsell only through
his relutions with other people, and mosl
especially his kintolk

Students of society today are likely to
ipnore the individual or to deny his impor
tinee For historians concentrate on the
deep, mvoluntary processes of social changes
and often minimize the role of the individual

In the atmosphere of social neglect and
ol public indilference to human capabili
ties, 1t 1s not at all surprising that the
chronology should result in the triviahization
ol national leadership And piven the
prevalence of poverty. the preeminence of
materialistic drives and goals are to be
wondered at

In sum, today as in the past, the sell-
educated, half-emancipated state of human
society assures that there will be a long
continuation of the violence, the instability,
the blatant injustice, which are the most
grievous aspects of the human tragedy. This
is the true heritage of the Filipino and the
bitter legacy of lost values.

What is perhaps the most sorrowful aspect
of this tragedy is that the victims are cho-
sen arbitrarily and at random. There is no
guilt or innocence, no measure of culpabil-
ity or irresponsibility ‘n the fate meted out
of a world which is still more brute than
human

Those who fall in wars and the darkest
regimes in many a national tragedy do not
start these trapedies. For the victims of
totalitarian tyranny did not raise their die-
falors
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THE LAW

OF RELATIVITY

by BILL HUANG

The reaction of Gen. Espinosa to the corruption charges

levelled against him by Admiral Guillermo Wong was

disturbing because it showed that hereabouts, espousing

wrongdoing has been reduced to a political tactic, rather

than a means toward the end of reform. And on the

other end, there is no admission of wrongdoing, no

acceptance of responsibility either, only a finger pointing

somewhere else, at the guys who have done worse and

are getting away. By the same token, there is no more

outrage at being accused falsely. Honor has become an

abstract concept, defined not in terms of one’s own

standards, but in terms of the lack of honor in others.

If we make any claims to being honorable, it’s no

longer because we’re good, but because

the other guy is much worse.

N THE just-concluded race to
succeed retiring General
Angelo Reyes as Armed Forces
chief of staff, Marine Lt. Gen.
Edgardo Espinosa, who, as it
turned out, would not be chosen,

decided to go down swinging.

The day before it was announced that Army
commanding general, Lt. Gen. Diomedio
Villanueva would succeed Reyes as AFP chiel
of staff, Espinosa called a press conference (o
defend himself from charges of corruphion
leveled against him by former Navy chiel Rear
Admiral Guillermo Wong, in the purchase of
P3.8 million worth of Kevlar helmets, and in
the disappearance of P7.2 million worth ol 72
HK-MPS5 assaull rifles.

As reported in a major Metro Manila daily,
the Kevlar helmets that the Marine Corps had
purchased, Espinosa said, were ol superior
quality tot he sample helmet Wong had pro-
duced to prove his point, and the assault rifles
had been purchased after his stinl as Marine
Corps commandant. As defenses go, it sounded
staightforward enough, so straightforward that
i could have been left at that. Perhaps it should
have been,

Our problem with Gen. Espinosa's press
conference lies not with his motive of self
defense, or self-promotion, depending on how
you look at it. Rather, our problem has more
to do with his strategy and his tactics.

Instead of just defending himself on the
basis of the facts of the two matters linked to
him, he chose to attack his rivals and alleged
detractors. He wouldn't name them directly,
choosing to cite irregularities that they might
have been involved in. He wouldn’t attack them,
as he asked rhetorical questions that were left
to the reporters to find answers to. And then
he challenged his rivals to resign from the
military service along with him

If he made allegations, he wouldn't tie them
to anyone specifically. IT he had no facts, he
would hint at irregularities. Call it a kind of
desperation blended with caution, it made for
a libel-proof and indirect sort of direct attack,
if you will,

Perhaps it comes from a fear of having the
cpithet, “‘Let he who is withoul sin cast the
first stone,’' hurled back at them, that many

so-called accusers don’t want 1o be scen as
casting stones. Bul they're more than willing
1o tell the gathered multtude where the stones
can be found.

Gen. Espinosa's performance al his press
conference might well it the description of
someone who runs a race, and then, seeing
that he is about to lose, chooses not to finish
1, but o flail sway at his competitors We
realize that we may have lefl ourselves open
tol he accusation of mixing metaphors care-
lessly at the top of this piece, und yel il you
read carefully, the mangled metaphor actually
fits.

To be sure, while the anomalies laid at
Espinosa’s doorstep arc nol inconsequential,
they may or may nol pale by comparison against
the counter-allegations he hurled at his rivals.
But that's not exactly the point, Espinosa’s
protestations notwithstanding. The question is,
why he was throwing counter-allegations, and
not allegations, at them?

Substandard equipment that could endanger
the lives of soldiers? Missing weapons? Funds
appropriated lor ghost soldiers? Conliscated
smuggled goods that are now missing? Couldn’l
we have heard about these serious charges
carlier? There seem to be no more wrongdo-
ings so blatant, so egregious that they ought
to be exposed in and of themselves, Call it
Philippine politics' law of relativity

This kind of behavior, which delines mat-
ters only in relation to other matlers, (rivializes
wrongdoing by reducing matters ol right-vs-
wrong lo comparisons of lesser-wrong-vs-
greater-wrong. Every transgression gets (iled
away as an ilem to be exploited when you're
in a race o the top of wherever 11 is you want
to be.

In the meantime, exposing wrongdoing has
been reduced (o a political tactic, rather than
a means toward the end of reform And on the
other end, there is no admission of wrongdo-
ing, no acceptance of responsibility either, only
a linger pointing somewhere clse, al the guys
who have done worse and arc petling away

By the same token, there is no more ouf-
rage at being accused falsely. Honor has become
an abstract concepl, defined not in terms of
one's own standards, but in terms ol the lack
of honor in others. Il we make any claims (o
being honorable, it's no longer because we're
good, but because the other guy 15 much worse,
(CyberDyaryo)

ELECTION FIESTA

by LOURDES DIDITH V. MENDOZA

Institute on Church and Social Issues

N AN election year, May is an
especially bustling time in the
Philippines. It’s the time when
the entire country goes into
fiesta mode, as we dance and
shout and party with the numerous
candidates who come a-courting for

our precious votes.

It would appear that the nation just about
grinds to a halt, as clection-related news and
issues dominate our headlines Even betore May,
as temperatures rise both figuratively and hi
erally, the nation hecomes one big stuge lor
one big show

Politicians, actors businessmen, academi-
cians, the neighborhood vendor and we the
people, are all busy playing roles as candi-
dates, fnanciers, critics and spectators oft he
biggest liesta ol the year the upcoming
national and local polls

Our penchant for the rigmarole ol [liesta
dances and shows is evident in the way we
hold electoral campaigns and the way we vole.
What more evidence is there, than the appar-
ent omniscience of politicians vying for our
attention, and the way we pay atiention to them
in return?

From the voters’ viewpoint, the attention
we give the politicians is understandable be-
cause for most voters, this is the only time we
can really see our politicians up close. This
is the only time we can air our woes [0 them
personally. Candidates are now on palengke
tours, motorcades, school visits and what-have-
you. And we, the star-struck clectorate. can
now rub elhows with them.

And you can't blame the politicians cither,
as they need our votes. So they dance, they
sing, they do anything -- and everything
they can to hold our attention. At the risk of
getting corns and blisters on their palms, they
shake hands with thousands of Juans and Marias
for several months. With the clasp of sweaty
palms, both the candidate and the prospective
volter feel that they have sealed a pacl.

It's a4 deceptive atmosphere of camarade-
ric. For a few months before the actual clec-
tion, the atmosphere is exultant, Everyone 1s
in high spirits. All are friends (excepl for the
opposing political parties). We hope more, we
dream more, and il seems for some hime, our
hopes and dreams will come to [ruition, as
promised by the candidates.

Underneuth the glee, however, lurks a reality
that we have to face when our winning can-
didates uctually take office. Have we chosen
the right people to guard our rights and pro
tect our weltare? Have we been vigilant enough

in keeping the election clean and credible?

For all the cheer that the election campaign
period brings, the real issue here i1s choosing
the right candidates to vote for so we will nol
have another Jose Velarde on our hands. It is
casy Lo get so star-struck, for after all, these
people whom we only see on television and
the big sereen ure now knocking on our doors
And true to their screen personas, they prom
1s¢ o help.

The best retort 1o this promise is, how?
How are they going to alleviate poverty, how
can they help make your city more livable,
how are they going to pick up that trash they
sec while on tour? If they are re-electionists,
how have you spenl your'years as a public
official? Are you Jose Velarde? Dare (o ask

It is not only a matier of questioning and
choosing, it also means guarding. Several
clections past have been marred by fraud,
violence and mere negligence. In many cities
and provinces, goons, gold and guns are still
the Keys to an clectoral post,

These are just some of the things we have
to hurdle this coming clection. And some of
our difficultics are boiled down to our char-
acler as a people. Filipinos by nature arc a
happy bunch, and most of us are forgetful.
Culturally, we are indecisive, we say no with
a smile on our face. We laugh avoul our
heartaches, and smile through our suffering.
We are given lesson after lesson by history,
yet we forget what it's all about in the first
place

We have been aware of dagdag-bawas since
1995. Yet since then, we have not been able
to eradicate it. [t may have brought us at least
a couple of the eleven notorious senators. We
also know that we have a weakness for good-
looking personalities, but we don’t seem (o
have transcended L.

So this election period, hopefully, will not
be just one big ficsta all over again, complele
with dance numbers, beauty pageants and tal-
ent shows, from which we go home emply once
again. Volting is a serious matter, for a single
ballot can change the future of our land.

However, if il would really be heard to
stop from watching with starry eyes the play-
ers on the field, go ahead and watch, Ask
them to dance (or you, sing for you, hold your
hand, and walk on & tightrope for you. This
is the only time that they'li be doing it for
you, anyway This could also be the only time
you can make fun of them and pester them.

But even as you're being entertained, choose
wisely just the same. It should take more than
theatrical prowess -- or a handshake -- for a
politician to earn your vote. Make the wrong
choices, and we'll all be paying dearly for
your entertainment. (CyberDyaryo)
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Marilou, 17, was arrested by the Quezon City police for her alleged involvement in a
robbery. At 3 a.m. of February 12, 1999, she was brought to a policeman manning the
police station. The cop ordered the minor to massage him and proceeded to rape her.
That night, a radio reporter also raped Marilou inside the same room where the police
officer had abused her. This is just one of the many cases cited by Amnesty International
in_its latest report on the Philippines. Released late last month, the report cites cases that
occurred from 1995 and 2000.

SIX-YEAR MONITORING REVEALS PATTERN OF RAPE,
TORTURE, SEXUAL ABUSE OF WOMEN IN CUSTODY

by CARLOS H. CONDE

ARILOU was only 17 years old when she was arrested by the
Quezon City police for her alleged involvement in a robbery. At
3 a.m. of February 12, 1999, she was brought to a policeman
manning the police station. The cop ordered the minor to massage
him and proceeded to rape her. That night, a radio reporter also raped
Marilou inside the same room where the police officer had abused her.
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Sometime in January 2000,
another 17-year-old girl, "in
Dagupan City, accused a dozen
jail officers of raping her. She
sand she was forced to drink
alcohol and perform fel'ario on
the men. She later usKed o
be (reated for possible sexu
ally transmitted disease, but
was ignored. Doctors later
found out she had contracted
an STD

In April last year, an 18
year-old woman was arrested
by the Manila police for al-
legedly violating the anti-va
grancy law. But instead of
bringing her to the police
station, the two officers and
another man raped her inside
4 jeep.

These are only three of the
case studies cited by Amnesty
International in its latest re-
port on the Philippines titled
*‘Feary Shame And Impunity:
Rape and Scxual Abuse OI
Women In Custody.”’

Released late last month,
the report -- the result of stud-
ies and investigations by Al
between 1995 and 2000
couldn’t have come al a bel-
ter time, Tomorrow, March 8,
is the International Day of
Women. Al's rcporl presents
many areas of concern thal
women, but, more importantly,
the police and the government,
should focus on,

ONLY A FRACTION OF
THE REAL NUMBER

According to Al, 30 inci-
dents of rape or sexual abusc
of women in custody were
reported between 1995 and
2000. While the number may
secem negligible, Al is con-
vinced ‘‘that this figure rep-
resents only a fraction of the
real number of cases,"

The lack of sysiemalic
monitoring, the report said,
“‘makes it difficult to estimate
the true extent to which women
are subjected to torture in

custody, but Amnesty lnrerna
tional beheves that the real
number of cases s Jur ligher
This: beliel

reinloreed by the luel

than reported
thial
victhims ol rape lace enormous
obstacles in bringing the per
petrators Lo justice and dchiey
ing redress ™

The

“Such obstacles include

report conhinued,
fcir
ol reprisals, cultural stigmu and
feelings of shiame which pre
venl many Wonien [rom spcak
g oul. Rupe victims ofllen
face a lack ol sensitivity Irom
police or court officials nnd
intrusive
thenr

Al tound out that *"women
in police custody have also

media reporting of

CisCs J

reported being subjected to
other Torms. of torture or 11l
treatment, including threats,
slups, kicks
sexual such as the
groping of breasts. Women
detained in provincial, munici
pal and city jails are also
vulnerable to rape or sexuul
violence. "'

Al said that the
women detainces “'always
constitutes torture. It is both
a physical violation and injury
as well as o humiliating as
sault on a woman's mental and
emotional integrity. In addi
tion, rape is always associated
with the risk of sexually trans
mitted discases, particularly
Human Immunodeficiency
Virus (HIV)."

Quoting women's righis
activists, the Al
""police ollicers sometimes
offer to release women or give
them preferential treatment il
they agree Lo have sex with
them. This occurs despite the
existence of 4 law lorbidding
public officers from makKing
sexual advances towards lemale
detainees.

punches, and

assault,

rape of

report said

The report also noted that
women in custody are "par
ticularly vulnerable 1o rape

between the time ol arrest and
arrival at o police station.™
Al sund that 4F has received
severnl reports of women being
\ped roubuesd during his
i ven

in police

inside their cells or

stontrons,. women
detainees ““remain vulperahle
to rape. sexual harassment and
wher forms ol ill-1reatment,
Al smid

‘\! .ll\-l
study  thu

dgainst women s rampoant in

found oul moils

diserimination

the country’s jails and police
stutions. In this
discrimination stood oot in
many of the cases ol abuse and

lact, same

may have been the reason why
Ihe abuses were committed
the first place
POOR WOMEN SUFFER
THE MOST
According to Al, **Mos( ol
the victims are members ol
socially disadvantage groups,
including suspected prostitutes,
street children, drug addicts
and the poor. Often they were
arrested for minor crimes, such
as petty theft or on suspicion
ol violating anti-vagrancy laws
In the vast majority of arrests,
police are behieved to ignore
proper procedures obliging
them to produce o warrant. ™'
Particularly al risk ol fur
ther abuse are street children,
“‘many of whom are young
girls who have fled their homes
10 escape incest or domestic
violence. ™
““The greater the under
privileged status of the de
tainee, the higher the risk she
I'llil‘\" he .‘-1111|L‘(‘L’i! to lorture or
ill-treatment,”” Al observed
The report noted that il the
arrested woman 18 influential
or belongs to n Illphcl’ social
class, '‘the police are reporl
edly likely o Tollow
correct procedures They may,
for example, converl
Nt o lemporary

maoare

wn ol

fce sepre

gated arca if there is no sepa
rate section lor female detain-
ees,

The discrimination against
women, does not start or end
in jail. According to Al, of-
ficials who deal with survivors
ol rape and abuse *‘lack gen
der sensitivity

“'Despite the establishment
ol women's und
desks in police stations in many
some ol which are
stalfed by women, most po

children’s
cllies,

lice officers lack training in
dealing with gender-specilic
Al said

“According 1o women ac

issues, '’

tivists supporting survivors of
sexual violence,
report rape Lo police officers
sometimes find their complaints

women who

are not taken seriously or they
are subjected (o humiliating
jokes by the officials who are
supposed to protect them
The report told ol a case
wliere officers al a Pasay Cily
police station reportedly told
the press that b woman com
plaining ol attempted rape Wis

able 1o escape because her
allacker was allegedly deterred

by her unpleasant body odor.

COURTS AND MEDIA
UNKIND TO WOMEN

The report also took the
courts to task for their han-
dling of cases ol rape and
sexual abuse *'Diserimination
against women leads 1o bias
in the way trials are conducted
and in decisions and rulings
For example, court records
routinely refer to whether or
nol o osurvivor ol
virgin prior (0 the attack and
judges are reported to have

r;ll!L' wias o

dismissed rape cases, with their
ruling partly hased on their
beliel that the
sexually experienced.”' Al
suid

It eited a 1999 cuse where
a male judge acquitted a Davao
City cap of raping u [3-year
old detainee. The judge ruled
thut the girl was
aominor child's hody, old i

waoman wias

eaeman i

the ways ol the world beyond

her years.. . admittedly she s

no longer a virgin... it is
possible that she concocted this
lurid tale of lust and rape.’’
Al also criticized the Phil-
ippine media [or its '‘sensa-
tionalist’" handling of abusc
and rape cases. For example,.
many reports both in print and
broadcast identify victims ol
rape. This, Al said, "*(in
creases) the risk they could be
threatened or harassed.”
The report said ** the per-
sistence of cultural stercolypes
leading to discrimination
against women is often fuelled
by poverty, particularly in rural
arcas of the Philippines.””
Al said that poverly vic
TIMmIZEs o survivaor ul f.ii‘i.' ar
abuse twice over, ‘'Lodging &
complaint against u police
officer or prison official re-
quires courage and usually
financial resources beyond the
means of most vieums. It s
not unusual for & victim of rape
by law epforcement officials
o be threatened or pressured
by the perpetrator into with

(Next page, please)
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GEOMATICS: THE SCIENCE OF SPACE INFORMATION

President Macapagal-Arroyo offers a toast with (from left) Japanese Ambassador Yoshihisa
Ara, Former President Fidel Ramos, JETRO Chairman Nobura Hatakeyama and Vice
President & Foreign Secretary Teofisto Guingona, Jr., during a meeting with the Japan
External Trade Organization (JETRO) mission held at the Shangri-La Hotel in Makati
City last week. (Malacaiiang photo)

SIX'YEAR MONITORING « » o (From page 10)

drawing her complaint. If the
vietims is Irom a disadvantaged
social Or economic group, as
i1 most often the case, her
chances of obtaining justice are
bleak,"" Al said.

WOMEN AND THE ANTI-

VAGRANCY LAW

The report condemned
governmenl authorities for
using the anti-vagrancy law
against women The law de
fines a vagrant as “‘any per-
son having no apparent means
of subsistence, who has the
physical ability to work and
who neglects to apply himselfl
or herself to some lawful
calling; any person found
loitering about public or semi-
public buildings or places or
tramping or wandering about
the country or the strects
without visible means ol sup-
port; any idle or dissolute
person who lodges in houses
of ill fame; ruffians or pimps
and those who habitually as-
sociale with prostitutes; any
person who, not being included
in the provisions of other
articles of this Code, shall be
found loitering in any inhab-
ited or uninhabited place be-
longing to another without any
lawful or justifiable purpose.”™

According to Al, many
women arrested by virtue of
the anfi-vagrancy law have
found themsclves raped or
abused. And because the law
is inherently stacked against
the poor, poor women can be
casily persecuted through this.
Prostituted women, for ex-
ample, are forced to poverty
to engage in the flesh (rade
and, as such, become casy
targets for abuse.

“*Women working as pros-
tiiutes are among the most
marginalized and discriminated
groups in Philippine society,
Amnesty International believes

they are particularly at risk of
loriure tll-lreatment be
cause of their low stutus, " the
report pointed oul.

und

Al cited a study made by
Bukal, a non-government or
ganization dealing with pros
ttuted women in Quezon Ciry
which siid that most ol the
30 women respondents lud
heen arrested for vagrancy
More importantly, more than
hall of the women said that
they were sexually abused in
custody, while at least 11 were
forced to have sex with their
jailers in exchange for Iree
dom.

““Many said they had been
threatened by police with their
guns and verbally abused. Ten
women said the arresting of
ficers had pulled them by the
hair, slapped and punched them
in the face and stomach or
kicked them. One woman is

reported o have suffered a
miscarriage as o result of her
il treatment and was denied
prompt medical attention.” Al
said
ABUSIVE POLICEMEN
ALMOST ALWAYS
ESCAPE PUNISHMENT

Equally disturhing as the
abeses 15 that fuet that the rute
of prosecution, much less the
punishment, o police or jail
officers accused of raping or
abusing women in custody s
very low,

According to Al, ““there has
been only a small number ol
convictions of police officers
for rape of femule detainees
Despite these prosecutions and
the imposition ol the death
penalty - itsell a violation of
fundamental human rights
new cases of rape in custody
continue to be reported.
(CyberDyaryo)

THE advent of computers
has done wonders on the
study and quick retrieval of
information located or exist-
mng m

Geomaties, short tor Geo
Informatics, the science ol
referencing data from objects
that have spatial character-
1stics, includes inits system
geography. geographic infor
mation systems, remote sens-
ing and geographic position-
mng system

Information details on
geomatics and ils importance
were tackled by the Manage-
ment Information Systems
Division (MSD) of the Phil
ippine Council for Agricul
ture, Forestry and Natural
Resources Research and
Development (PCARRD)
during the Electromces-Gov
ernince Workshop held re
cently at the Bulwagang
Panday  karunungan in
PCARRD

In her paper. MISD stalf.
Christie Clavero, talked ol
the significance of Geomulics

space

Lo, among others, geography
Ms. Clavero pomnted out that
maps which are the expres
ston of results in the study
ol the earth’s surface inelud-
g land, ind the at
mosphere und all ns elements,
such as climate “reveal data
which computers have el
evated to a system called
peographic imlormation sys-
tem or GIS

Clavero said GIS captures,
slores, processes, analyzes
and displays geographically
relerenced data It is a glo-
rified map since it does not
only tell the location of
objects in terms of latitude
and longitude but also helps
one lind conditions ones is
looking for. The GIS through
the computer can help one

(R[S §]

ELECTION HOT SPOTS . .

Mendoza said election-re-
lated violence could still es-
calate because ‘‘we are still
in the preliminary period ™"
However, he said, authorities,
including the armed forces,
“*are ready for any eventual-
ity."*

OF SOLDIERS AND

PRIVATE ARMIES

Armed forces vice chiel of
staff Lt. General Jose Calimlin
said soldiers will be deputized
as election inspectors and
election officers in areas in
Mindanao where Muslim and
communist Insurgenfs are
waging separate rebellions

He said these areas include
remote municipalities where
public school teachers have
refused to be deployed as
clection inspectors. Calimlim
said there ure at least 91 private

armies controlled by politicians
that pose a threal fo peace.
Most of the politicians that
control these privale armies are
known warlords whose lami-
lies have ruled their arcas for
more than two decades.
Calimlim's figure is [ar
lower than the police statistic
of about 500 privale armed
groups being planned for de-
ployment by warlords to win
voles through terror tactics.

DISENFRANCHISED
YOUNG VOTERS

Meanwhile, Comelee chair
Alfredo Benipayo rejected the
urgent call of young Filipinos
to allow maore than four mil-
lion 1B-year-olds to vote in the
May eclection, The would-be
first time volers luiled to
register in their precinets
during the designated registra

» (From page 12)

tion period last year, allegedly
due to the absence of an in-
formation drive by the Comelec
about the registration dead-
lines.

President Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo has appealed to the
Comelec to conduct o new
registration of voters to pre-
vent such a large number of
the youth from being disen-
franchised. The four million
|8-year olds comprise [ive
percent of the voting
population

But Benipayo said the law
prescribes that the registration
ol voters may not be held less
than three months or 120 days
hefore the elections. It it al-
lows 4 new registration date,
Benipayo swid, the Comelec
would have no choice but to
postpone the May 14 elections
to a later date. (CyberDyaryo)

npe
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locate, for example, a three-
hedroom  apartment  with
garage and that can be rented
for only P30,000 per month

Among GIS® many other
uses, Clavero enumerated the
following

Changing features of a
fown, If you have a map of
Los Banos, a town in La-
guna 10 years ago and de-
cide 1o make a current map
of the town, the current map
will show parcel features such
as Jollibee, Wendy's Mac
Donalds”, Robinson’s,
Olivares and Vega Center,
features which are not present
in the old map but can show
up in the present map be-
cause (hey are already in the
computer

The GIS can also display
patterns like, lor example,
people tend to build more
business establishments by
the roadside or
campuses rather
subdivisions

1S capabilities. GIS can
let you zoom=imn, query in the

close 1o
than 1n

database and produce the re

sult on the digital map, per

form basic spatial analysis
such as identilying trends,
new relationships or making
better decisions like distance
measurement, arca and length
calculations, butfering and
boundary aggregation. It can
also show specific areas that
meet criterion through quick
map overlays and integration,

GIS needs a team of per-
sons to do these processes,
The team should at the least
consist ol an encoder, a
digitizer operator, a GIS
administrator and a program-
mer.

Reduced cost. '*With the
capabilities of GIS, one does
not need to fly to an area
immediately with a team to
survey and estimate the
project cost of building an
irrigation system or a labo-
ratory since the initial plan-
ning can be done with the
computer at home. Submis-

ston of the plan to the bosses
can be done via the e-mail,"”
Clavero said

““This way, we cut a lot of
cost and time 1o do what we
used o do involving a lot of
people. travel time. air and
gasoline fares,”” she added

Another hranch of
geomalics described by Clavero
is remote sensing. This refers
tot he activities of recording,
observing/perceiving (sensing)
events al far away (remote)
places. The output of remote
sensing is usually an image
representing the scene being
observed. The human visual
system is an example of a
remole sensing system, which
means that we are performing
remote sensing all the time.

On the other hand, geo-
graphic positioning is 4 con-
cern of navigation and posi-
tioning that has always been
quite cumbersome to perform
until the US Department of
Defense built 4 super precise
form of worldwide positioning..

Geographic  positioning
system (GPS) 15 a worldwide
ruthio system formed from a
constellation of 24 satellites
and their ground stations. The
GPS has become *"man-made
stirs' " used as reference points
1o caleulate posttions accurate
1 4 matler ol meters,

Today, the miniaturized
GPS redeivers are being her-
alded to find its way into cars,
boats, planes, laplop compui-
ers and will become almost as
hasic as the cellphones since
it will soon be inside cellphones
too,

GPS works in determining
location, navigation; monitor-
ing the movement of things or
tracking: creating maps or
mapping; and bringing precise
time to the world or timing

Clavero likewise named five
steps in the GPS and are as
follows: a) triangulating from
satellites, b) measuring distance
from a satellite, c) getting
perfect timing, and d) know-
ing the location of a satellite
in space and correcting errors
(Erlinda H. Belen, S&T Me-
dia Service)
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Nolice is hereby glven that the interstate estate of the late FELIX
HOCSON, JA. has been exirajudiclally sellled among his heirs as
evidenced by the Extra-Judicial Seltlement ol Eslate by the heirs
dated 23 June, 1983 and nolarized by Ally. Reynaldo M. Alcantara
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ol Rights ol the Estate of Ciriaco Sayoc® under Doc, No. 312, Page
No. 64, Book No. 5 Serles of 2001 ol Notary Public Atly. Amparo
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March 12, 19 & 26, 2001
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ELECTION HOT SPOTS

INTENSE political rivalry
has started to heat up the
coming May elections. Thus
far, nine people have already
been killed while 11 others
have been wounded in poll-
related violence since
paigning began early
month

cam
last

The violence is expected
Lo escalate as the campaign
period for clective
positions starts al the end of
March, national police chiel
Leandro Mendoza told report
ers

Mendoza said the Philip
pine National Police, with the
support of the armed lorces,
would begin to crack down
on loose lirearms and pri-
vaie armies outside the capi
tal. Police have
conliscated 788 unhcensed
tircarms since the Campaign
against loose lirearms started

month

Mendoza met Wednesday
with his military counterpirt,
Lt. General Jose Calimlim
and  Chairman  Alfredo
Benipayo of the Commission
on Elections (Comelec) to
map oul security plans ahead
of the May 14 mid-term polls
More. than 17,000 elective
posts will be up for grabs,
including 13 seats in the 24-
member Senate and all 250
posts in the House of Rep
resentatives.

local

alread b

lust

by MANNY MOGATO

CRITICAL AREAS
AND IMMEDIATE
CONCERNS

A total of 558 municipali
ties and cities have been clas
sified as “eritical arcas’" where
violence 1s likely to occeur,
Mendoza said, At least 21 of
these uarcas ate labeled as
“immedinte concerns™ because
ol the presence ol private
armies (including Muslim sepa
ratists and communist guerril
lus), Tatul rivalry among cun
didates, und the proliferation
ol unlicensed lNrearms

Muost ol
Mindanao
four

these areas are i
particalarly an the
provinee Aulonomous
Region in Muslim Mindinao
(ARMM . Elections in the
ARMM have Failed an the jast
the outhreak ol
Viedence during the palling day

becuuse ol

sl At one time. local gov
ernment Sulu
exchanged mortar fire, prevent
ing volers [rom going Lo the

p.-H\

vitndidites in

The police are also worried
about politicians who maintain
private armed groups that, they
say. cun actually influence the
results of the elections. Some
soldiers and policemen have
been Known 1o be hired as part
of the private armed groups
ol pnl"l'lk.'!;lnx

The latest election-related
crime happened Monday when
alleged hired henchmen ol a
local officials killed mayoral

candidate Amer Sarip in Pantao
Ragat town in Mindanao,
police authorities said,

(Page 11, please)

TURN-OVER: Agriculture Secretary Leonardo Montemayor is presented a series of PhilRice
publications by Executive Director Dr. Leo Sebastian (right) during the 14th National Rice
Research and Development Conference held recently in Mufioz, Nueva Ecija. Also in
photo are Dr. Rudy Undan, Mayor Efren Alvarez, Dr. Fernando Bernardo and Karen

Barroga.

POVERTY, PARENTAL NEGLECT PUSH
CEBU CHILDREN INTO PROSTITUTION

CEBU CITY Hundreds
of the ““poorest ol the poor®
children in the Quezon City
of the South are engaging i
sex work’ looearn money
to buy food, clothes or school
supplies

In the last two years, al
least 1,000 ¢hild prosttutes
have been mouitored by the
Budhistw Fowmdation i Metro
Cebu
the cittes of Mandiue |.-||\||
Lapu and Cebu

Bidhisiw has been provid
ing health cducation
services 1o the maosi
marginalized Tamilies and
communities 1 the slums ol
Mectro Cebu, inthe barangays
ol Pasil, Suba, Luooc
{Mandaue), Sawang Calero.
San Rogue and Talisay since
1989

The prostituted children
are given counseling and
health services under
Bidlisiw’s " Aids Surveillance

whieh s composed ol

and

First Gentleman lawyer Jose Miguel Arroyo tries the eye calibration machine while being examined by Dr. Federico

by SOL

and  Education Project'' or
ASEP, in cooperation with
USAID and Path Foundation

According o Dr. Debru
Cutulong, project manuger
most ol the children
between ages 13 10 15 years

are

and belong to urban poor
Lamilies

At least 60 percent ol the
chitldren are From urbitl poor
comnumiies 1 Metro Cebu,
satd Emmanuela Lumapas,
senior commumity  outreach
wurker ol Bidhisiw, The
children occasiomally go into
prosttution when they need
money to buy food or elothes
or notebooks, she sad

Catulong said that the
children mostly operate 1n
their community and therr
chients are usually the pays
in the neighborhood who pay
them P20 to P50 for their
sexual services. “'Sometimes
pangkape lang, minsan wala
pa (colfee money, sometimes

pes——

Malubay during his visit to the Malacafiang Clinic Tuesday (March 13). (Malacafiang photo)

JUVIDA

nothing at all).”" she added.

The others, who roam the
cities, belong to a *‘mobile
group'’ il SLOWIWLY
streetchildren who come trom
as far away as Zamboanga
Leyte and Bacolod

Maore than hall of the
children are boys and, in
many ciases therr parents or
paserdions are unuware ol
what they are domg, Cattlong

sild

POVERTY
AND IGNORANCE

Muost ol the child |‘rn\|.i
tutes come lrom big lamy
lies. having six to ten chil
dren, with the lathers usu
ally working as Iricycle
drivers or stevedores at the
port aren. Their mothers
work as vendors or
lavanderas (laundry women),

“Marami sa mga bata ay
drop-out sa elementary school
(Many of the children are
grade school dropouts),™
Lumapas said

Cawlong sad that some
of the children are in
Bidlisiw's "'bhack-to-school
program.’’ The children are
also gaven health services and
life-skills training.

“Ayaw nilang puwmunta sa
health center, pinapagalitan
daw sila doon (They don't like
going to the heulth center
because they get scolded there)
so we bring them to our clinic
Marami sa kanila, nagkaka
STD (Many of them catch
sexually  trunsmitied dis
eases), "’ Catulong said, add
ing. (They cngage in sell-
medication — some drink Perla
soap or take antibiotics

Bidlisiw has set up o health
resource center calering In'.i.lniy
to freelunce-sex workers and
the men-at-risk population. The
Aids Surveillance and Educa
tion Project has alrendy coun-

some 13,000 freelance
sex wWorkers, 9 000 customers,
8,000 men who had sex with
men and 1,000 children
Catulong said they have
asked the help of barangay
councils o create committees
for the protection of children
in their vicinities, **They can’l

seled

believe what s happemng 1o
the children in therr neighbor
hoods "

LOPSIDED
DEVELOPMENT

Cebu has enjoyed an eco
namic upswing in the last few
years as it has been developed
as o leisure and shopping
paradise, a ‘'Little Hong-
kong.™"

But Catulong pointed out
that development in Cebu is
lopsided. Amid this prosper-
ity, the prevailing situation of
poverty and parental neglect
among the urban poor have
pushed their children into
prostitution

The influx of foreign tour
ists in Cebu has also brought
about the growth of the enter-
tainment industry and, conse-
quently, prostitution. With its
central location, fine harbors
and the opening ol direct
flights from other Asian coun
tries, Cebu has seen an up
surge in tourism in recent
years,

Within lour years in Cebu
City alone, Karaoke bars, disco
houses and restaurant-bars,
have tripled in number - from
70 to 174, according to the
Department of Trade and In
dustry

Investors are pouring money
into the development of beach
resorts, hotels and restaurants
and entertainment establish
ments in anticipation ol the
flood of future Lourists

What price the growth of
Cebu? God forbid, not the
children, (CyberDyaryo)
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