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IS SHE ISN’T SHE?

TAKEOVER ﬂl" GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYD
AS LEGITIMATE PRESIDENT PERSISTENTLY CHALLENGED

| &b OF THE PHILIPPINE

' B GOVERNMENT HELM EVEN
S \WWHEN PRESIDENT JOSEPH

EJERCITO ESTRADA WAS

STILL AT MALACANAN IS

PERSISTENTLY CHALLENGED

WHILE THE SUPREME COURT

DELIBERATES ON THE

| ESTRADA PETITION TO DE-

|| CLARE IT NULL AND VOID.

g 4 | , S O\ - An editorial report
I : . : . o . ’h:___’; A Lok : ] og 5 X
- IEILSNER| by ERIC S. GIRON
MOBBED: President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo is mobbed by young well-wishers upon her arrival at Sta. Josefa town in

Agusan del Sur which she visited last week. The President earlier keynoted the Mindanao Food Congress in Butuan City.,
(Malacariang photo) Paqe




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build
classrooms >~
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it periorms,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.

A
“f 000

In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from incomg_remilted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing leaming facilities t¢ thousands ol
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusemen! & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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GLORIA TAKEOVER:
‘IRREVERSIBLE’

by ERIC S. GIRON

HE legitimacy of Gloria Macapagal Arroyo’s takeover of the Phil-
ippine government helm even when President Joseph Ejercito Estrada
was still at Malacaiian is persistently challenged while the Supreme
Court deliberates on the Estrada petition to declare it null and void.

But Gloria Arroyo's lake:
over as President after she
was sworn in by Cliet Jus-
tice Hilario Davide Jr. at the
Edsa Shrine can no longer
be reversed, it was strongly
asserted by former Senate
President Jovite Salonga and
Arthur Lim of the Integrated
Bar of the Philippines

Thic

the Constitution’s grounds by

Estrady petition cites

which & vice president may
assume the presidency are the
death of the President, his
permunent disanlity, removal
Irom olliece or resignatior
Estrada insists he has nol
restened and s not disabled
at all
Lo vacale Malacapan by lorce
majeure ol the overwhelm
ing People Power on Jan. 20

But he wias pressured

How could he have resisted
the muobh ordercd
his presidential guards to lire
al them and lace the bloody
consequences?

What 1s al issue now 1s
Estrada counsel Rene
Saguisap’s denunciation ol
Gloria Arrovo's meeling with
military and police brass in
an alleged consprracy 1o oust
Estrada when she was still
in the Cabinet as vice presi
dent in January 2000,

In fact Arroyo named
those who met with ler
Armed Forces Chicel Angélo
Reyes, PNP Chiel Leandro
Mendoza, Presidential Anti
Organized Crime Task Force
Chicel Hermogenes Ebdano,
Gen. Edgardo Espinosa ol
Joint Cominand College and
Col. Reynaldo Berroya.

Saguisag wrote Executive
Renato de Villa to tuke
action on the cabal on a coup
against deposed President
Estrada. De Villa said he did
not know if there was basis
for investigation as those
present merely expressed
their personal views on how
to rid the government ol
graft. De Villa's claim wis
echoed by Justice Seo
Hernando Perez

Suguisag wanted de Villy

unless he

Sec

Lo initiate courl martial pro-
ceedings against the ranking
officers idenuficd by Arroyo
as those she had been meet
ing since a year ago.

That Arroyo coveted Lhe
presidency was shown when
she returned from a loreign
trip and demanded that
Estrada step down from the
presidency

During his 31
President, Estrada
fabulous wealth and rlauned
1t by five
mistresses with multymilhron

months as

.;rlu.:'\\;'-i
endowing his

peso mansions even as the
povernment linances contin
deteriorate

The Estrada

lell because the people could

ued 1o

goveriumen

ne longer  tolerate  the
President’s

were

excesses which
helore an

irial

hrought
impeachment

I'his was cited by newly
designated political adviser
Juse Rulino. The military and
the police had withdrawn
their support from Estrada
on seemng he had lost popu
lar support and the moral
right to govern the country
while representatives ol lor
eign governments had stopped
recognizing Estrada as Presi-
dent after seeing  his
government's collapse

So il history is to be
placed in the proper perspec-
tve, the events leading Lo
the ouster of two Philippine
Presidents have to be taken
into account. The 1986
People Power revoll massed
courageous Filipinos in public
demonstrations in spite of the
risk of being shot by the
Muarcos soldiers. This expe
fueled the second
Power revoll the
unseat President Estrada after
only two years 1n office for
amassing wealth that was
suspected to be ill-gotten and
splurging it in elegant man
sions for al five mis-
Iresses

AFP ANIMOSITIES

The retirement of Armed

rience
People

least

Forces Chief of Stalf Angelo
Reyes in march has sel ofl
altempts to fill in the top
military post by Lt. Gen
Edgardo Espinosa, who was
advised by Malacanian nol (o
pursue s am Lo
Reyes. Espinosa 1s being
groomed instead as head of
the Manily Economic and
Cultural

succeed

Office in Taipe

\ ivy com
Rear Admiral
Guillermo Waong, Philippine
Militury Academy class 19649
gruduate due to retire in

Philippine

munder

December, tendered his res
eflective Mareh |

Teisst ]'“l'l.}

[P FTESTAY
rather than be
Wang was among th
AFP olficers who withdrew
support to President Estrady
on Jan. 19

top

"

Turning up at the Forl
Bonilucie Marine headguar
Lers, W Ong bawled out those
present for what he called
the questioniable purchase ol
P3.9 million Kevlar Helmets
and P7.2 million high-pow
automatic rifles. The
substandard
cquipment was made alleg-
edly through rigged bidding

Reyes  attempted Lo
downplay the rift caused by
Wong's outburst al' the
Marines under Major Gen
Librado Ladia. He offered
Wong the Northern Luzon
Command held by another
(wo-star peneral, Arturo
Carillo, to avert friction with
the Marines. The Nolcom
chiefl is under the command
of army Lt. Gen. Diomedio
Villanueva

cred
purchase ol

But having attained the top
navy post, Wong deemed il
a demotion 1o be assigned
to the North Luzon Com
mand., Reyes submitted
Wong's case to the board of
generals who did not fight
for Wong, Reyes declared
Wong was o candid officer
But in the military, rather
than preserve an individual
officer, the institution musl
be preserved

So Rear Admiral Wong

PRES. GMA: A question of legitimacy.

has been sacrificed by be-
ing placed in a “‘'floating
status, ' to reconsider his plan
to retire March 1 instead of
December. Reyes declared
Wong is ‘‘not retiring nor
was lorced to retire but has
relingquished his commund ol
the Philippine Navy. ™" Reyes
said this was ''the best so
lution to the problem, ™ Wong
was unavailable lor comment

SMEAR CAMPAIGN
ON

Traitors. That's how the
San Juan bailiwick ol former
mayor, viee president and
erstwhile President Joseph
Estrada who was ousted rom
Malncanan by People Power
brand former House Speiker
Manuel Villar, Senate Presi
dent Franklin Drilon and

Makati Rep Jloker Arroyo in
campaign posters

The Laban ng Demokra
tikong Pilipino is spearhead
ing the smear nve aguinst
these senatorial candidates for
(urning against the previous
Estrada adminmstration

It was Villar who filed in
the House the impeachment
complaint against Estrada that
led 1o a month's trial in the
Scenate. Arroyo was the noted
prosecutor ol the 1l-man
House panel who walked out
{from the hearing after the
private prosecutors initiated
it, Drilon was one of the ten
senators who lost their bid
to a mujority of 11 for the
opening of a second hink
envelope on Estrada’s ac
count

Villar countered that call
ing Iim and the others trui-

tors for participating in the
ouster of Estrada 18 a move
to besmirch their reputations
He pointed out the trailors
are those who plundered the
nation's coffers and enriched
themselves, their kin and
friends rather than listen Lo
their conscience's call to turn
against former party-mates,

Seven Nacionalista Party
candidates were numed by
former Vice president Sal
vador Laurel for the Senate
Sens. Juan Flavier and
Ramon Magsaysay Jr ., Rep
Ralph Recto, Santanina
Rasul, Homobono Adaza,
Camilo Sabio, and Perfecto
Yasay Jr. (former SEC com:
missioner)

Actor Rudy Fernandez is
running fTor mayor in Quezon
City against Speaker Sonny

(Next page, please)




Belmonte and Ismael Mathay
Il (son of outgoing Mayor
Mel Mathay).

Seeking the lone Congress
seal in San Juan are Estrada’s
executive secretary, Ronaldo
Zamora and Rep. Josemari
Gonzales, against incumbent
Mayor Jinggoy Estrada
Estrada relingquished his seat
in favor ol his brother Jo-
seph Victor Ejercito, a lrst-
time candidate

The Caloocan Cily may-
orally contest 1s between in-
cumbent Rey Malonzo and
Rep. Luis (Baby) Asistio,
brother ol former Mayor
Macario Asistio Jr., who is
gunning (or the second con-
gressional district on May 14.
The elder Macario (Boy)
Asistio has lost twice to
Malonzo the mayor's seal

LDP head Edgardo Angara
Metro Manila
“‘stunning and decisive'’
party victory as candidates
for senator made the rounds
of markets al the Balintawak
Cloverleafl and Cubao. Dr.
Loi (Luisa) Ejercito received
encouraging messages lrom
Lhe people at Lhe Cloverleal
market, Al the Munoz mar
ket she was mobbed and was
not able to push through
there.

Other candidates who
made the rounds of Muioz
and Cloverleal markets were
reelectionist Sens. Juan Ponce
Ennle, Gregorie Honasan and
Miriam Santiago, Angara and
Ricardo Puno, Joining them
were Jamby Madrigal and
candidate for QC mayor Rudy
Fernandez

From Balintawak Loi pro-
ceeded to the Farmers Mar-
ket in Cubao and shook hands
with supermarket employes
at Farmers Plaza. She said
she still felt bad about the
smear campaign her family
was subjected to and that she
cannot help her husband, the
former President, in his cases
with the Ombudsman.

@ s @

LOI UNDER FIRE

Hardly had former Firsi
Lady Luisa Pimentel Ejercito
announced her bid for a Sen
ate seat on Lhe Puwersa ng
Masa ticket when opponents
declared her a loser

Advised against absorbing
all the slings and arrows of
outrageous politics, she re-
garded it a little sacrifice to
push through her humanitar
ian projects, Bul right away
they are putting the squecze
on her,

foresees a

Prosegutor Eduardao
Nachura wants Mrs. Estrada
to explain why she trans-
ferred P250 million out ol
P500 million outlay for her
Botika ng Masa project Lo
the Erap Partnership for the
Poor Foundation

Former President Josepl
Estradu, in a meeting with
Philippine Charity Sweep
stakes  Office chairmun
Cecilia Munoz Palma, threw
4 paper for signature on the
desk ol former Sweepstales
board dircctor Ulan
Sarmiento Lo implement the
First Lady's Botika ng Masa
project

House prosecutors turned
over documents on Estrada’s
assignment ol 52 luxury ve
hicles seized by the Customs
i 1998 1o Cabinet olficials
and Iriends. Only 22 of the
vehicles could be traced
becanse only Comelee Chuir
man Harriet Deme-trion’s
vehicle was covered by a
memorandum receipt

Nepotism was also noted
in the appointment of Loj
Ejercito’s hrother Rufino
Pimentel as Pageor director,
Estrada’s brother-in-law Raul
de Guzman as adviser on
rural development, board
member ol San Miguel Cor
poration, PLDT and the
University of the Philippines
T\'!_'\'Il[\, lli',_' .l!‘|"'IJII1IIL'H': ol
de Guzman's son Roberl as
presidential assistant on en-
vironmment
Estrada’s
Ceha de Castro as Tocal gov
ermnernt whi
linked 1o an education de
partment multimillion-peso
book scam

The House may guestion the
Bureau of Internal Revenue
why the Tormer First Lady was
able 1o withdraw P110,198,503
from her three Citibank (Virra
Mall) accounts on February |
when a [recze order was sup
posed to have been issued on
January 23 because ol a ru-
mored plan to withdraw $300
million and P100O million from
these accounts. It was specu
lated the First Lady would use
the bank withdrawals in her
campaign for a Senate seal

Citibank records of her
three accounts submitted tot he
Ombudsman showed balances
ol P110,579,894.28,
P437,741.61 and P621,556,65.
On Feb, 1, the records showed
withdrawals ol P109,827.016
from the frst account, P44,145
from the second. and P327.341
from the third

The Ombudsman received
records from other banks he
subpoenaed which put him way
ahead of gathering documenis
in the preliminury investiga
tion of plunder, gralt and
corruption churges in the
Estrada impeachment trial

Despite the Supreme Courl
resolution barring Ombudsman
Aniano Desierto lrom acting
on the plunder and grall cases,
Justice Sec¢, Hernando Perez
and lawyers (0 refrain from
commenting on the cases, the
justice department is doggedly
pursuing more charges

Malacafan's stand is that
these arc part of the legal
skirmishes in the ongoing le

and waler re

SUUrces, culsin

assistant, Wus

We Forum
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pil battle and that (he ruling
18 0 normal procedure 1nore
solving petitions. Estrada law
yer Rene Saguisag asked the
Supreme Court ta stop inves
fgating cases apainst Estrada
who elaims he is on leave und
Gloru Macapagal Arroyo isan
weting President

The oftice of deputy Om
Pudsman Marganito Gervadio
Jraffirmed that on P8 mil
livn Melrobank clhieck was
isstied o jueteng money by
Hocos Sur Gov, Luis (Chavit)
Singson which was. deposited
in Cinthank account of lormer
First  Lady Loi Ejercito
Singson clumed the P8 mil
lton interest ol° P62
million jueteng money which
tormer President Estrada lent
o liis Iriend, businessman Wil
I Gatchalian

The
reported o have disowned

wis the

Supreme Courl was

stiting  the
declaring the
Presidency vacant on January
20, 2000, The high tribunal
issued an en banc resolution
on Jan. 22 giving Chiel Jus
tice Hilurio Davide Jr
iy to administer the
Glorin M Arrovo

ATTOVO SWOrn i as
President by Davide at the Edsa
Shirine Jan. 20, twao days prior
1o the Supreme Court’s en bang

press  relense

Lrounds Tor

aul o
oath ol
ofTice 10

Wils

resalution authorizing it
Therelore, Arrovo's oalll was
Iwo duys alter 11

sdmimstered by

lepitimuzed
had been
Davide
grounds on

This wis one ol the
wlhich Estrada
questioned the Arroyo takeover
of government at the time lie
had not yet left Malacanan

ANG'S BID TO TALK

Justice Sec. Hernando Perez
was in Hong Kong where 1
was reported he had fled from
Manila. But Perez stated in an
interview Lthat Ang was no
longer in Hong Kong because
he had fed to Las Vegas in
Nevada. Nevertheless, Perez
sutd Ang's lawyers had met
with him thrice, seeKing im-
munity (rom prosecution it Ang
testifies against Estrada, who
once was his gambling part-
ner in casinos

Perez said he was not con-
vinced that Ang's testimony is
necded as evidence in the
plunder, gralt and corruption
cases against Estrada so as to
entitle him to immunity from
prosecution

Perez clarified that his Hong
Kong trip was (o witness the
signing of the Philippines-Hong
Kong mutual legal assistance
trealy that would Tacilitate
cases involving Filipinos in the
Chinese territory

Ang's name was in the
immigration bureau's hold
departure list of Commissioner
Andrea Domingo. But Ang Med
to Hong Kong because he is
facing charges over the alleged
withdrawal of PI130 million
tobacco excise laxes ol Hocos
Sur provinee. 11 found gutlty,
Ang faces 12 to 20 years in
prison.

LAARNI BYPASSES
CUSTOMS

A luwyers' group wants
Immigration Commissioner
Andrea Domingo 1o investigate
the surreplitious return o
Estrads  girlfriend Luaarni
Enriquez through the Ninow
Intermational Aleport on land
img Ifrom o flight by being
spared from going through the
immigration lane as passengers
do

Wearing dark glasses, the
closed-circull television ool
age showed Enriquez being
escorted by lormer .executive
assistant (o the airport man
apger Jake Acunn, who was
using an
1ssued 1o

all-arcas-aceess 1D
him as member of
Sen. Teresa Oreta's stall, and
by Ernesto Yabut, anide of Sen
Vicente Sorto 111

A lormer Estrads aide, Cpl
Ramon de
member of the nirport police
mel Enriquez although he was
the video moni
tor. Enriquez flew in on n
Contimental Micronesia arrerafl

Jlesus, who (s o

nol seen on

Irom Guam but her name did
net show up o the imimigris
Han list. For this the

Ps0,000

urling
Was ned

Enriquez’s baggage decla
wis hoanded 10
Customs by Acuna and ufler-
wards retrieved 1t

Alrporl Edgardu
Mandu smd the filing of smug

raljon receipl

T NaEer

ghing and usurpation charges
against those mvolved n the
surreplitious entry of Enriquer
was contemplated. He ordered
the restriction of the issuance
ol passes to government olfi
clals und their stalf by airpor!
personnel, Anairport official
Acunu, Yabut and De
Jesus will be told to surren-
der their airport IDs and ac
CEHS |\.I.\.‘-l‘\

said

Scenalor Oreta was reported
Lo have disowned Acufa as her
chiet of stall or that he was
connected to her in any way
But unother airport official said
Acutii quit his airport post on
Jan. 31 to work for Oreta.
Acuna was said to have made
the request for the issuance ol
an airport 1D o Yabut as
member of Sotto's stalf,
Oreta's chiel' ol stalf
Teresitu Samson Castillo re
leased a statement that Acuna
“was never a4 member ol the
senator’s stafl, whether in the
House or and
he was never the senator’s cluel
ol stall, " She sald Acuna had
campaigned for Oreta 1n the
199K senatorial elections
Enriguez departed for Hong
Kong in Junuary enroute to the
United States to avoid tesuly
ing at Estrada's Senate im-
peachment trial, She was said
to be hurrying after her bagmun
who lunded ahead carrying Po
million cush. But she was toiled
by the Customs authorities who
conliscated the money
Following the incident,
Commissioner Domingo or
dered the investigation ot all

in the Senale,

ERAP: l_\'{_)t _Igsign_rtl_nur disabled.

immieration personnel on duty
during arrivul. All

officinl business cards ssued

Luarni’s

hy [ormer Lrport monager
Antonio Gann were cancelled
except the

diplomatic persannel

passes issued 1o

ALl nccess passes given
Estrada’s Kin and (riends were
revoked

Aller slaying more than o
month in the United States,
Enriquez returned Feb. (8 and
surprised immigration officers
who smd they had no record
ol her arrival. That's when they
learned she did not clear the
immigration counter and some
people escorted her out of the
airporl

L] L L]
LACSON TWITS
SINGSON

Former Police Chitef Pantilo
Lacson cautioned installed
President Gloria M. Arroyo Lo
appoint a person of “‘ungues-
tionable integrity and not Locos
Sur Gov, Luis Singson who had
admitted he was the bagman
in the jueteng scandal involy-
ing former President Joseph
Estrada

Instead ol
Singson as @ reputed gambling
lord ol the [llocos, North
Luzon, Butaan snd Southern
Luzon, the Arroyo government
designated him
pambling. Lacson cuutioned
against Singson’s campalgn to
have jueteng legalized. He
revealed that Singson had
summoned gambling operators
o a

proseculing

advisor on

secrel mecling inoan
ecastern Metro Manila hotel
Feb. 16 to appeal to them to
cease operations [or al least
Iwo months .

This was seen as the pre
lude to Singson's all-out ef
lorts to work lor legalized
pambling.

Lt waus pathered that those
whao attended the secret meet-

hadt

wperations on condition

ing agreed to gambline
they be given thi franct

Ly ureas where ey per
Lacson viewed will suspi
cion the Singson call 1

vperators (o

jucreng
meel and his
appeal 1o them fo stop opera
Lons IL‘[IIF‘\'I".'IH]_\ 1 AU ST S
this asa move (o wail until
final deciswon s made on le
palizing jueteng

Il wus Singson, o [ormer
pambling buddy of Estradu who
used 1o reguent Mulacanan in
Estrada's time,
dropped the bombshell thin
linked Estrada Lo
jueteng proceeds running up
to millions

Meantime, the department
of interior and local govern
ments is cracking down on
illegal gambling and drug tral
ficking in the provinces. In this
connection, the department is
preparing charges (o be filed
against Central Luzon gambling
Kingpin Rodolfe (Bong) Pineda

Pineda was reported to have
fled the country when Lhe
Senate  was anvestigating
Singson's allegations of then
President Estrada's involve
ment in the collection of gam
bling proceeds, his unexplained
wealth and the swanky multi
million-peso mansions he had
built for each of his five
mistresses, These were brought
up during his impeachment (rial
by the Senate

Rumors conflict that Pineda
back nto (he
Philippines while others say he
is still abroad. DILG Secc. Joey
Lina said he did not know 1l
there i1s a standing warrant lor
arresl. Bul he 1s
optimistic that information can
be gathered within o week on
Pineda's whereabouts

The inierior department is
poising plunder and illegnl
pambling
Pineda whose wile is said 1o
be a friend of Gloria Arroyoe

later

wlio

colleeting

has sneaked

Pinedu’s

charges againsi
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‘Mad cow’ scare

$3 million beef shipment from Ireland ordered by

Monterey Food Products, coursed through Singapore,

was held at the Cebu port by the Customs bureau on

suspicion it was infected with bovine spongiform
encephalopathy commonly called **mad cow’ that has mas-
sively decimated cattle in Britain and France.

Several Britishers died from eating meat afflicted with *‘mad
cow’’ so that beef consumption considerably dropped in Europe.
One cannot tell just by looking at meat if it is infected with
“mad cow.”” It has to undergo a medical prionic microscopic
test of the animal tissue currently available only in Europe.

If the meat shows sponge-like appearance, chances are it is
infected. ‘“Mad cow’’ disease is in the protein molecule of the
beef which requires special equipment to detect, Bureau of Foods
and Drugs Director William Torres under the Health Depart-
ment said. He advised local cattle farmers and beef traders to
get a certification for their products and have them stamped as
locally sourced and safe by the meat inspection bureau.

The owner of the brokerage company of San Miguel Cor-
poration subsidiary Monterey disclosed the Irish beef was im-
ported after the ban was clamped on European beef by the
Department of Agriculture in 1999 and did not pass inspection
so that Monterey rejected it.

Only one of three shipments of Irish beef was held by the
Customs in Cebu. At least one shipment of 25,755.66 Kilos of
frozen boneless Irish beef was sold as raw meat and a portion
was processed and sold as longganisa (sausage), it was admitted
by Monterey franchise manager Edson Yu.

But even as the ‘“mad cow’’ alarm has made consumers lose
their appetite for meat, seven container vans of imported meat
were ordered reexported to their countries of origin. There are
six vans in Manila and one in Cebu due for return to The
Netherlands. The order was made by the National Meat Inspec-
tion Commission under the agriculture department and by the
Customs burean.

The ban on meat and bones from Europe first implemented
by then Agriculture Sec. Edgardo Angara has not been lifted
by present Sec. Leonardo Montemayor, because of the outbreak
of “mad cow’ in Europe.

Even as local food processors assured there is no ‘‘mad
cow’’ meat nor by-products in storage or in the market, the sale
of burgers and beef in wet markets have dropped by as much
as 40 percent. The scare has been circulated through cellphone
text messages. Canned corned beef sold at P15.90 to P40 or PS50
depending on the brand and size show no change in price as
yet.

Trade Sec. Zenaida Maglaya said it may take time for the
“mad cow’’ scare to impact on market prices. Consumers are
advised to shift to pork or chicken that come in abundance in
the meantime if the ‘““mad cow’’ scare persists. The Philippine
Association of Meat Processors Inc. representing Swift, Purefoods,
San Miguel, McDonald’s and Jollibee, or 85 percent of the
processors, assure meat is imported from countries not covered
by the ban.

SOONER, BETTER

organizers and mov-

EDSA Dos
realize the reality of Philippine politics

THE sooner the

ers of. and partcipanis in,

the naton

EDSA Uno should have been a lesson for ¢

the betier for them And

us all, an enough lesson. And that lesson

i1s: you can't change A system and 1ts
components in a show ol “'People Power." by MAX NOBLE
We can have *‘People Power'" every year,
but things won't turn up roses unless the
ments and changes for the better under her
admimstration

Indeed, with Tita Cory, TabakKe Eddie
and Jimmy Cardinal Sin behind her, what
can we expect of the GMA government?
Another Kamaganak, Inc., Hacienda Luisita,
PEA-Amari scandal, Centennia) scam, MILF,
upsurge in crimes, etc. Also, presidential
junkets,

system 18 overhauled, nay changed, and
the individuals comprising the system shed
human nature.

Didn't we expect that with the exile oft
he leaders of the Marcos dictatorship, there
would be less kleptocracy, lcss graft and
corruption in the government, and instead
there would be more, and better, govern
ment, what with the “'saintly’" Cory at the
helm? But what did we get? Kamaganak,
Inc. and the likes of Earmng, coups, power
outages, kidnappings, elc

Now that the garapal, gralt-ridden Erap
administration Is out, can we expecl some
improvements of our lol as a nation? Cyni-
cally two weeks ago, | suid, forget it. GMA
hersell said that the whole caboodle isn't
over yet. Far from i, 1'd hasten to add.

I's EDSA Uno Day as | write this. A
couple of days ago, on TV, a leader ol an
activist group promised Lo start EDSA Tres
this day. He claimed that GMA had already
shown her true colors, and t1 would only
be wishiul thinking Lo hope for improve

ok ok k

The TV footages of the recent GMA
visit to Davao once again underscore the
fact that Erap’s not a goner politically.
Pro-Erap rallyists were very visible and
audible, and many of the interviewees from
ather parts of Mindanao swore GMA will
face tomatoes and hear boos once she sets |
foot on their places.

If I'm not mistaken, VI" Guingona and
Senate President Pimentel both from
Mindanao, have admitted that Erap is still
“strong’’ in Mindanao, Which means that
“muany of his candidates will likely win there,

The present dispensation had better keep
a close wateh on the **Land of Promise.””

We 'Forum

Published once a week by the J. BURGOS MEDIA SERVICES, Inc. with
editorial and business offices at 92 Road 1 corner Road 33, Project 6,
Quezon City. Telefax 456-9339; (Administrative, Circulation, Production
and Editorial), E-mall: burgosforum @ hotmall.com

JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.
Publisher-Editor

ARLENE B. BURGOS
Editor

EDITA T. BURGOS
President-General Manager

FHLIPPING PRESS (NSTIT0TE

‘ (Y TRIR] ‘




We Foru

Page 6

OPINION

A TRUE JUSTICE SYSTEM

There must be something dreadfully
wrong with the nation’s social values and
system of justice when hardened crimi-
nals live up to the arrogant notion that
crime does pay — after all.

Most criminally prone people think that
if they commit a crime the odds are they
won't be caught. And 1if they are pros-
ecuted, they won't be convicted, And if
they are convicted they won't go to jail.
And 1f they do go to prison they won't
stay there for long.

The disturbing facts are that the odds
of being caught and punished are always
in many areas minimal. Statistics bare
that out of 100 serious crimes, 80 are
unsolved. Out of 20 criminals who are
caught, 15 will have charges dismissed
for lack of evidence, be acquitted or placed
on probation. Only five will do time 1n

prison
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Meanwhile, out of these imprisoned few,
most will serve only a fraction of their
sentences and will be released on parole.
Most people believe that three or four of
these criminals will be convicted anew
for other serious crimes within a few years.

Why do these dangerous criminals go
free as easy as that? Frighteningly, this
happens apgain and again in our couniry
Killers., muggers, rapists, seX molesters
— many who even their
grossly crimes — are released from police

confessed to

custody or prisons to freely walk the streets

They are set free through political in-
fluence or because of some loopholes In
the law or failure to perfectly tultill some
Within

weeks of their release, many ol these same

technicality in the prosecution.

criminals commit new serious crimes

On oceasion, we are startled 1o hear
o1 PEFSONS sometimes i.'”l'll'].’_‘ll'.l\l_\ sentenced
to long prison lerms Some have been
convicted because of mistaken rdentity by
Iying wit

wiltnesses, or by testmonv ol

perhaps, there was comm

Eainsi

Ihis
redlousness
and solve o vas
blitz that ¢ould

nle l\h:l\\\ oW Nt

rsons
I
[

are convicted ot crimes 11 happens

Only slowly and agomzingly do the wheels
of justice sometimes urn and such' evils
are corrected

Loday

Thougly there 1= such njustice

in our world, we need to Keep the issue

Of Justice 1n proper [ocus. some nations

handle crimes and justice problems more

effectively than others
There are sull conscientious judges and

There

many ot

qualified lawyers in our country
rendered

And

enforcement otficials

ure fair decisions

OUr court cases there are honest

and dedicated law

and honest government officials

But along withe this fact, the truth is

most societies also have experiences with

crooked judges and greedy, unethical

lawyers. There are ¢orrupt policemen,

and prosecutors who will drop criminal
charges if paid a sufficient sum.
Aok N

Judges sometimes take the chance of
sentencing felons to probation (free to
walk the streets with certain limits) rather
than sending anyone short ol a vicious
hardened criminal to a degrading over-
crowded prison environment where there
18 & good chance of heing physically and
sexually abused — where much time is
spent without any privacy, or in idleness,
or performing routine tasks for low wages,
where there is no opportunity to support
a family or make

society.,

meaningful amends to

Justice 15 corrupted when \\-mmn,u' a
case for a ¢lient, for money or prestige,
15 more poportant to lawyers than dis-
covering the truth to render justice eq-
uttably,

Justice 1s subverted when hooks by

dozens o] allorneys trial
lawyers how 1o win to their side on any

fachic

INSErucL otlier

they can gel AWay with

Another book gives the maxun: No

Atter how clear 10w lomical. how corticise

lhow hon

0 appear, there

1 YOuU are ang
(19 ist s '.|!.‘il!l‘~‘

weaken his o

Some lawyers

nious enough
o suspicion on it 1o
“LImony

itentionally attempt Lo
contuse even honest, reputable witnesses

or detame i character, thus

wurning.
Lhe witness stand into “the slaughterhouse

O repululions

Justice Tails oflen today when critnical

wilnesses | mes:dare dlfraid 1o testuly
because tlhe S tree on probation to
becuause of

real or

tamily

threaten them, or

mmphied threat from friends or
members who support the criminal if the
WilHess nim

testihies o convict

Justice 1s lar from served when hard-
ened young thugs can knock an elderly
or weaker person down, seriously injur-
ing or crippling them, but recejves only
a short prison term or probation hecause
their
Meanwhile
ther

kS Nrst offense

the victims recover noth-

ing for pain and loss though the
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| by C-STUTZFERNANDEZ=
criminal acts may fotce vicuims and their
families into great loss of income.

A truly effective justice system does
not begin with lots of policemen or marines
on the streets. True justice can occur
only when all levels of society, young
and old, are taught and accept an ideal
standard of right and wrong behavior.

An effective justice system starts first
with the family unit that teaches children
from the very beginning of their compre-
hension of their responsibility to do right,

Justice 1s encouraged through adulr ex-
amples of self-discipline and obedience
1o law — persons who deal honestly and
tairly with all others in business and sooial
affairs

'rue justice 1s secured when all insh
tutions of s press on minds of all
ages sociely's mevitable and speedy penalty
on wrongdoers. Proper justice deters thost

who are tempted to Commit crime  oj
'\\h--'a}_'d:wn,u because 11 maintains a track
record of

discovery, prosecution and

retribution swilt and sure.

rue justice swiltly but accurately con-
siders all pertnent faces aboul a erime or
conthict. And it punishes wrongdoers ac
cording to the gravity of their wrongdo-
ing, But there is also mercy at genuine
repentance or wrongdoing,

True justice is

not a system ol one

kind of justice for the rich and powerful,
and another for the poor and helpless.
In true justice one system of judgment
exists for wrongdoing regardless of race,
sex, economic or political status,

In swm, true system of justice uplifis and
protects @ whole commumty and nation. i
ralses respect lor law, law enforcement ancd
governmeni. It encourages proper human
relations al all times in all levels of society
humane standard of behavior Lo

all members of civilized society

It sets a

guide

NEW GREEN REVOLUTION . .

tropics, and its sister center, the Interna
tional Center for Agrnicultural Research in
the Dry Areas (ICARDA) for the dry tem
peralure lutitudes

According to Dar, these mstitutions find

LEGAL NOTICE

Nollce 18 hareby given thal the eslale ol the
lale MELANIA COBARRUBIAS SALAZAR who
died on November 5, 1986 al Quezon City, Malro
Manlla has been extrajudicially settled amung her
heirs as per Extra-judiclal Settlament With Dana
tlon undear Doc. No, 447, Page Na, 90, Book No
3. Series ol 2001 of Notary Public Atly. Heclor
B. Centeno
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positive factors Tor agriculture in harsh, dry
areas which are as follows

e in 4 stony eroded area, the farmer has
used the
serve extra

stones Lo creale lerraces o con
moisture

e places with plenty of sunshine and drier
weather help control pests and diseases

e animals in these places tend to do better
with fewer discases and pests;

e penetic resources ol the dry arcas are
another source ol wealth and opportunity
drought - hardy crops like chickenpea which
uses only a twellth as much water 1o pro
duce a unit ol grain as compared (0 rice;
hiotechnology and
may help Lo

overcome the pod borer worms in pigeon

* (he new tools of

integrated pest management

® (From page 8)

pea, which cause losses a mounting (o billions
of dollars annually across Asia and Alrica;
and

o hreeding millet in India based on downy
mildew resistant inbred parents and will
resistant varietes that extend further south
into hot. dry areas of Central India

Dar said a second green revolution is
possible in the tropical world “with the
amazing tools of biotechnology and infor
mation téchnology, and the will and com-
mitment to science with a human face.”

He said the country could create the new
green revolution even greater than the first
ane us .II}__‘,EI\'H]UH\' 15 now beller concen
trated on favorable areas where it is mosl
highly productive. (PNA)
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SAVING BENGUET MUMMIES AND CAVES
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by IMELDA VISAYA-ABANO

AGUIO CITY -- The province of Bcnglicl recently approved a ban
on the removal of any of its world-famous mummies from their
burial sites. Benguet governor and ban proponent Raul Molintas said
that Benguet’s Ibaloi people had been one of very few in the ancient
world who knew how to preserve their dead.

The science is lost, how-
ever, and@oncerned Ibalois
are trying to locate the re-
maining mummies and Keep
them in good condition, as
well as to recover
taken abroad.

Molintas invoked among
others, the provisions of the

those

Cunstitution, the Indigenous
Peoples Rights Act of 1997
and Presidennal
260, All
ognition and protection by
cultural
properties and treasurers of
indigenous

Decree
reler o the rec-

the state of the

communities,
rights rto religious, cultural
sites and ceremonies, and
the preservation of cultures,
tradigons and instrtutions

The provincial ordinance
slaps violators a fine of
P5.000 or possibly a one-
year imprisonment. It also
that “any
found in possession of any
mumimy
burial cave shall be pre-
sumed to have taken such
mummy from the burial
site; and any person guilty
of wviolating the measure
shall be required to pay
civil liability to the near-
est descendant of the
mummy or to the concerned
local government in case
no relatives are identified
for the return to its resting
place.”

The mummies of the
Ibaloi tribe in Benguel
province, some 140 miles
north of Manila, had lain
undisturbed for centuries.
In the early 1990s, loggers

in the town of Kabayan

states person

outside ot the

accidentally found mummies
in several caves together
with hundreds of skulls and
wooden coffins. Tourists
and vandals flocked to the
caves, marking their visits
with grathiti and carvings
on the cave walls and
collins,

[he community was un-
prepared for looters, Soon,
mugnimies were being sto-
len 1o be sold to collectors
in the Plalippines, as well
as 1n Australia, Germany
Zealand

I'e site’s designation as
a National Culivral Trea

ind New

sure did ot Uata

shics™ safehy Last vear, th

Kabhayan mumimy caves

were also ancluded in thie
hist Of the 100 most endan

gered historical sites by the

- World Monument Wateh,

which compiles the list Tor
potential tinancial donors,
National Mu-
seum otficials returned an

Earher,

intricately-tattooed mummy,
known from oral history as
of Apo Annu, a tribal leader
who died five centuries ago.
The body had heen stolen
between 1918 and 1920,
supposedly by a Christian
pastor, became part of a
sideshow in a Manila cir-
cus, and changed changed
hands many times more. In
1984 an antique collector
donated it to the National
Museum, says museum cu-
rator Orlando Abinion.
Besides Kabayan, other
Benguet towns known 1
keep mumimies
Kibungan, Kapangan and

are

Mankayan. To
mummies

date, 28
heen ac-
The Natnonal
Museurn estimates that
around 100 mummies are
in Benguet, and an unknown
nuimber

have

counted tor,

abroad, 1 muse-
laboratories.

Philippine

Ums or The
povernment 1s
seeking the return of about
Al) ot them.

In October

several high school students

last year.
on a field trip accidentally

tound two mummies i
viave n
Kapangan
rarely

[ TE 210 ATHY

Kapangan
muminies «re
eported
ADdnan
MILSCUIT IS PUrsuammg repares
Phal a cobleClaon of TOunimi

|

15 bege kept e Italy which

ling no known hstory ol
However, he

saied, the origin ol the mum

mummubication
mies are vel underermined
It is possible to determine
from photographs of the

mummies abroad, Abinon

satd, 1t these come lrom

Benguet, he said. Yel

if proven so, he

ceven
sald, the
mummies do not have to be
returned to the Philippines

To stop any more loot-
ing, steel grills have becn
installed in some caves, and
similar grills would be in
stalled in other vital caves
later

Some of the mummices are
fast deteriorating, however,
A Baguio scavenger found a
blackened mummy at a city
dump, already starting to rot
It seems to have been smoked
to try to keep it preserved.
It has since been returned
to the provincial authorities,

Preservation efforts for the
Kabayan Mummy Cave

SOLID WASTE ACT: President Macapagal-Arroyo signs into law the Ecological Solid
Waste Management Act of 2001, authored and sponsored by Senator Loren Le

- T F

rda-

Leviste (seated, extreme left) during ceremonies held at the Ceremonial Hall of Malacanang.
Flanking the President ave Senate President Aquilino Pimentel Jr. and House Speaker
Feliciano Belmonte. Standing behind are ranking members of the House of Representatives.

(Malacaiiang photol

started in September 19499,

purtly ITrom a S35, 000 do

nation from fhe American

}"‘.|‘f""\ Investigalion ol
MOre cuves 18 contmuing. At
Nutional
Museum Tound IO mumimics
\ dam
aged by waler and insects
On the

6 olher

Iiinhac cave, the

and 9 wooden collins
wher side of the cave,
mummies and 7
wooden coffins were found
The cave seems 1o be a burial
site ol a itriba)l chieltain’s
family

In Bangao cave, 6 mum-
mies were lound in advanced
stage of deterioration, mostly
Iikely  Irom
Tenongehol cave, 23 wooden
coffins were found, heavily
vandalized,

Most of the mummies
show fungus growths, Dra.
Nieves Valentin, a microbi-
ologist from Spain who once
work in preserving Egyptian
mummics. She has been
asked 1o help in emergency
conservation. (PNF)

rals. In

WOMEN POWER . ..

The May 1998 polls had
a total number of 34,117,056
registered volers wherein
29,474,309 voters actually
voted for an 86.39 voling
percentage,

Likewise, during the May
8, 1995 senatorial and mem-
bers of the House of Repre-
sentatives elections, lemale
voters showed their voting
power by a significant 71.05
percent increase in partici-

pation, numbering
12,875,868 as compared to
the 70.05 percent or
12,860,637 malc voters

Again Region 4 was
ranked top among the female
volers totaling 1,867,498,
followed by NCR with
1,612,769, and Region 3 with
1,414,818,

The 1995 elections had a
total number of 36,415,154
registered voters of which

(From page 8)

70,68 percent or 25,736,505
had actually voted

Also, inthe May 11, 1992
polls, women voters had an
actual 75.97 percent voling
participation while men had
a4 74,96 percent.

Registered voters during
the 1992 synchronized elec-
tions totalled 32,141,079 of
which 24,254,954 or 75.46
percent had actually voted.

(PNA)

LEGAL NOTICE

MNotice Is heraby given that
Ihe estate of ihe lale SOTERO
DAZO wha died on Oclober 6,
1969 [n Meykawayan, Bulacan
has bean extrajudiclally setlled
among his helrs as per docu-
ment entitled "Kasulalan ng
Pagmamana al Paghahatl
Labas sa Hukuman® under Doc
No 518, Page No. 53, Book
No. IV, Serles of 1986 of Notary
Public Aty Sintrosa D
Caslellanes
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REPURLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
KALOOKAN CITY, METRO MANILA

"PILAF

Morfgagor

NOTICE GF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

n exira-judicial pelition for sale undar act 3135 as amended by act
IBIG FUND | HDMF  mortgagee/s. with principal office and

| address al 201 2/F Diplomat Condo cof sal Si . Roxas Blvd

City against NESTOR B DEL P moitpagor/s, withe fasidance

| address at clo Mayleen Papor Inc "226 Quirino Highway, Baesa

Quezon Cily. to salisly (he mortgage Indebledness which as of June 5, 2000
smount 1o FIVE HUNDRED NINETY SiX THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED ELEVEN
AND 13100 (P58 211 13} FPhilippir ingluding/excluding interesis
allorney’s lees, plus sherill's fees and all other necessary ax-
penses of loreclosure and sale, the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officia Sherill of
Caloocan Cily thru the undersigned Sheril hereby gives nolice lo all Inter-
estad parties and lo the public in general that on March 23, 2001 @t ten
o'clock in the morning (1000 am) or soon lherealier infront of the main
enlrance ol Caloocan Cily Hall Annex, Aurelio Bldg, 9th Ave  corner Rizal
Ave Ext . Grace Park, Caloocan City, sha or her duly Authorized Shetill will
sell al public auction to the highest bidder for cash and in Pnilipping Cur-
rency, the real estale propertylies together with all the improvemants exisling

thereon, 1o wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. C-298360

*A parcel of land (Lot 13, Blk 13 of the cons subd plan Pes-00-006029
being a portion of Lol 520-A, Psd-20554, Lots 527-B-3, 527-B-4, 527-B-5
597.R-7 & 527-B:8, Psd-007501-025413-D. L R.C Rec. Mo 6563), situated
in \he Barangay of Bagumbong. City of Caloocan Province ol Melro Manila
island of Luzon Bounded on the NW . along line 1-2 by Lot 14; on the E
along lina 2-3 by Lot 11, both of BIk 13, of lhe cons subd plan, on lhe
SE , along line 3-4 by Road Lot 9. and on tha SW, along lina 4-1 by Lol
15, ol Blk 13 of lhe cons subd plan x x x containing an area of SEVENTY
(70) SQUARE METERS® :

Prospeclive buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined 1o investigale lor
hemselves the litle fo the said properly/ies and encumbrancas thareon, il
any ihere De

Laloocan City, Melro Manila, January 29, 2001
NOTE' In the evenl that there is only one bidder on the scheduled date of
sale. the same (s resel to Margh 30, 2001 al same lima and place

panailles

- PAZ G PALANCA
{Sgd ) RONALDO G MORADA Ex-Olficio Shenff

SHERIFF INCHARGE

Copy furnished ALL PARTIES CONCERNED

WE FORUM
Feb. 26, March 5 & 12, 2001
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SHAKE

P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

OMEN
POWER IN
MAY POLLS

by LILY DIOCAMPO

THE May 14 polls,
he counted in deciding whom

coming expect more women to vote and

to choose to be the country’s future

Ci

NEW GREEN
REVOLUTION
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