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BYE, ERAP!

P3-BILLION
ESTRADA BANK
ASSETS ICED

% EPOSED PRESIDENT
| JOSEPH ESTRADA WAS
FOILED FROM WITH-
DRAWING $3 MILLION
AND P100 MILLION FROM
CITIBANK GREENHILLS IN
SAN JUAN WHEN THE
BANK DILLY-DALLIED THE
RELEASE UNTIL THE BUREAU
OF INTERNAL REVENUE
HAD ISSUED A FREEZE
ORDER OF MALACANAN.
e An editorial report
by ERIC S. GIRON

NEW PREXY: Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo takes oath as 14th President of the Philippines before Chief Justice Hilario
Davide Jr., Senate President Nene Pimentel and Cardinal Sin look on. Page




by ERIC S. GIRON

EPOSED President Joseph Estrada was foiled from withdrawing $3
million and P100 million from Citibank Greenhills in San Juan when

the bank dilly-dallied the release until the Bureau of Internal Rev-
a freeze order of Malacanan,

enue had issued

Estrada admits he main-
tains au account in the bank
which is not ill-goticn money
A crowd had gathered at the
bank in the past two days
and picketed apainst Estrada
plans to withdraw large sums
of money.

The use of the money 1o
finance a coup against the
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo
takeover as President was
broached by Sen. Ramon
Magsaysay Jr. He said there
are still Estrada men ‘‘who
are -scheming to retake the
government'’ and may use
the $3 million and P100
million to finance a con
spiracy.

He pointed out that sul-
ficient funds and sellish
motives are the only require-
ments [or a destabilization
plot

A source close Lo Estrada
suid he started depositing
money al Citibank when he
was still mayor of San Juuan
and was movie
actor and |‘1'|'\11I\'L‘l The
Citibank account at Virra
Mall was there since 1985,
Estrada was quoted as say-
ing. The dollar was cheap
at that time and kept earn-
ing interest. Estrada made no
withdrawals from his Citibank
deposits. He is willing to
allow a government checkup
on his Citibank deposits to
show the money was legiti-
mately acquired.

If the huge deposits are
proven ill-gotten, chiel of
staff Renato Corona said the
government will take legal
action against whoever owns
it

Around 30 anti-Estrada
demonstrators picketed out-
side Citibank Greenhills for
five- hours Tuesday.

ACCOUNTS FROZEN

The Bureau of Internal
Revenue order to freeze the
Estrada bank account said to
be P3.3 billion under at least
four aliases would prevent
the former President [rom
access (0 them. Ombudsman
Aniano Desierto was sel (o
notify Estrada of the charges
Tuesday and gave him ten
days o respond.

Desierto said the investi-
gation will not take more than
60 days because Estrada has
lost power and immunity

Resigned Senate President
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. pro-
posed that Estrada be urged
to give his wealth to the state
But he said the visibly iden-
tified ill-gotten wealth should
he forfeited to the govern

AClive as a

ment.

Siegfried Fortun, senior
lawyer of the firm that de-
fended Estrada in the im-
peachment trial, said he and
his partners are declining to
handle Estrada’s cases with
the Ombudsman, It is not
known il former chiel jus-
tice Andres Narvasa has also
refused to handle the cases.

ESTRADA FAMILY
YIELDS MALACANAN

Joseph Ejercito Estrada
felt deep anguish in his
moment of reflection by his
lonesome in the Malacanan
presidential room while First
Lady Loi Ejercito and daugh
ter Jackie prayed even as the
thousands of [lag-waving
swelled into a
million as they drove along
Mendiola toward Malacanan
and were virtually
knocking at ils pales

Mr. Estrada bowed to the
Supreme Court en
decision declaring the presi
\!L'HL')' and 1o the
public pressure, Bul he did
not resign because he re
garded the oath-taking and
subscquent takeover as Presi-
dent by Vice President Glona
Macapagal Arrovo carly al
ternoon that Friday "“illegal
and unconstitutional. ™

Estrada carlier opted for
a gracelul and dignified exit
by calling for a snap elec-
tion to coincide with the May
14, 2001 polls which he had
no intention of joining.

However, the Constitution
provides that a snap election
can be called only il both
the presidency and the vice
presidency are both vacant
and the Senate president or,
in case of his inability, the
House speaker shall act as
President within a minimum
of 45 days to a maximum of
60 days until **a President
or Vice President shall have
been chosen and qualified. ™

Events Tollowed swiltly
Armed Forces Chiel Angelo
Reyes and all the heads of
major commands resigned en
masse. Natiohal Police Chiel
Panfilo Lacson who had stood
by the President through thick
or think ever since he was
Vice President, withdrew his
command's support from
President Estrada with the
concurrence of the council
of top-ranking ofllicers

The Cabinet secretaries
and even his Malacanan
wards whom he regarded as
his most trusted men turned
their backs on him. By the
time Mr. Estrada and family

marchers

almast

hanc

vacunl
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emerged from the presiden-
tial residence and bade
goodby, only Secretaries
Antonio Cerilles, Bienvenido
Laguesma and Mano Tiaoqui,
former Sen. Rene Sapuisag
and former Interior Sec
Ronaldo Puno were around.
Aside I'rom Executive Sec,
Edgardo Angara, the most
loyal Estrada supporters and
political allies who kept him
company were his staff chief,
Macel Fernandez, Health
Sec. Alberto Romualdez.
Energy Scc. Mario Tiaoqui,
Deputy Executive Secc
Ramon Bagatsing Jr., Puert
Prinsesa Mayor Edward
Hagedorn, busmessman Melo
Santiago, Nueva Ecija Gov
Tomas Joson, Presidential
Security Group chiel Gen
Rodulfo Diaz and
Executive Sec. Ronaldo
Zamora who Friday
mght and stayed unnl 3 a.m
THE DEPARTURE
In his parting statement,
Mr. Estrada congratulated
Vice President ATTOYO and
sard he dad not want 1o “*he
a factor that will prevent the
restoration of unity and or-
der in our civil society. ™

lormer

cime

'] leave the Palace of our
people with gratitude for the
opportunities given me for
service to our people,™ Mr
Estrada said. "'l call on all
my supporters and followers
1o join me in the promotion
of a constructive national
spirit ol reconciliation. ™

The mood of the presi-
dential housechold al
Malacanan was ploomy .as
they bade each other goodby.
The President assured he is
not leaving the country con-
trary to the report that he
was flying to Australia, *'l
will live and die in the
country,'’ he declared.

Military officers and the
PSG at 2:20 p.m. escorted
the First Couple, children
Jinggoy. Jude, Jackie, with
husband Beaver Lopez and
their baby from the Palace
residence to the presidential
barge that ferried them across
the Pasig River to the
Malacanan Park where cars
waited to take them to their
family residence on Polk
Street in Greenhills, San
Juan.

The entourage stopped at
the San Juan municipal hall
where Estrada had begun his
political carcer as mayor at
2:45 p.m. Some 2,000 resi-
dents and officials greeted
them. Estradd climbed the
stairs and waved Irom a

P5-BILLION
ESTRADA BANK
ASSETS ICED

GOODBYE: President Erap, First Lady Loi and son Mayor Jinggoy, leave Malacanang.

window to the crowd below
He was tleary-eyed and would
not eal but just asked for a
plass ol water
A councilor noted he
looked thin because his
clothes were loose. Prior o
the Estrada arrival, Councilor
Rolando Bernardo said the
President had announced his
arrival. Showbiz friends of
Mayor Jinggoy Estrada Rudy
Fernandez and Philip Salva
dor with Vice Mayor Philip
Cezar were on hand 1o
welcome him. From there o
convoy ol eight motorcycle
security men and motor
vehicles escorted the party
to their Greenhills residence
where some S50 neighbors
mobbed them on arrival
So after less than three
years stay at Malacanan, the
Estrada family was buck al
the family residence al No
I Polk Street in Greenhills
WHAT NOW ERAP?
Deposed President Estrada
ventured out of his Greenhills
sanctuary 9:30 Monday
morning after spending a
sleepless weekend But he

slept Sunday night after Presi-
dential Security Group mem-
bers called on him. They
were “tinvited to dinner, they
took pictures and they all had
a good cry.”’

Estrada's car was tailed
by that of his son Jinggoy.
An unconfirmed report said
Estrada attended a meeling
of his party, Lapian ng
Masang Pilipino, at Rep.
Gualberto Duavit's house in
Binangonan, Rizal. Estrada
wus heartened by the deci-
sian of Public Works Sec.
Gregorio Vigilar and Metro
Manila Development Author-
ity Chairman Jejomar Binay
to stay by his side.

But he had no comment
on Orlando Mercado and
Robert Aventajado turning
their backs on him.

Estrada's arrival at his
North Greenhills home was
welcomed by 40 people in
house clothes from barangay
West Crame who said they
would not be living in the
houses they now had were
it not for him. He sent their
c¢hildren and siblings to
school. “"What have they (the

anti-Estrada) done for us?"
one woman queried. His San
Juan constituents and friends
defended Estrada.
SEVERE ARROYO

ACT AGAINST
ESTRADA

The camp of newly-in-
stalled President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo enunciated
a severe policy toward de-
posed Joseph Ejercito Estrada
of charging him with plup-
der which is punishable by
death. The harsh treatment
against Estrada and allies was
spelled out by Arroyo's chief
of staff Renato Corona.

Even before Estrada could
step down, Arroyo issued her
first administrative bulletin
telling the bureaucracy --
department undersecretaries
and senior heads of national
agencies -- to be officers in
charge in their respeclive
offices to protect personnel,
records and property and to
delivery basic services to the
people. !

Arroyo was sworn in at

(Next page, please)




JAN. 29-FEB. 4, 2001

the Edsa Shrine by Supreme
Court Chief Justice Hilario
M. Davide Jr. while Senate
President Aquilino Pimentel
Ir. held the microphone. In
the background were Jaime
Cardinal Sin, former Presi-
dent Cory Aquino and Fidel
Ramos who were the insti-
gators of Estrada's removal.
A three-man delegation ol
Rep. Hernando Perez, Renato
de Villa and Alberto Romulo
(whom Arroyo has lapped as
finance secrelary) had gone
to the presidential residence
at Malacanan and negotiated
with Executive sec. Edpardo
Angara for the transfer of
government lo Arroyo.
Fidel Ramos had pressed
the retired pgenerals in
Estrada's Cabinel to withdraw
their support from Estrada,
All the while groups of
marchers for or against
Estrada clashed in the Makati
financial district. The stone
throwing bloodied two pro
tagonists. The anti-Estrada
group marching along Recto
Avenue penetrated Mendiola
where the pro-Erap were
driven back toward
Malacanan. Policemen with
shields and truncheons drove
back the persistent anti-Erap
demonstrators who hroke
through the steel barricade
The assembly at the Edsa
Shrine on the corner ol
Ortigas and Edsa had swelled
to some 500,000 from an
earlier 50,000 as provincial
contingents arrived. Key
cities like Cebu, Bacolod and
Davao had their own anti
Erap protest rallies

MILITARY REBEL

Fidel Ramos pressed re-
tired generals in the Estrada
Cabinet to withdraw their
support from the deposed
President. Armed Forces
Chief Angelo Reyes with vice
chief of staff Lt. Gen. Jose
Calimlim, Deputy Chiel
Jaime de los Santos, and
chiefs of major commands L1
Gen. Diomedio Villanueva
(army), Rear Admiral
Guillermo Wong (navy) and
Lt. Gen. Benjamin Defensor

(air force) announced at the
shrine they were withdraw-
ing support from the Presi-
dent.

They were backstopped by
South Luzon commander Jose
Lachica, and chiefs of North
and Central Luzon commands
and Camp Crame police
headquarters.

AL this time, PNP Direc-
tor General Panfilo Lacson
was attending a conference
at Malacanian, A loree of 100
men in uniform and civilian
clothes had surrounded
Lacson's office since Thurs-
day night with a mission to
kill him. They were ready
to repel men who were loyal
to Lacson. PNP deputy chief
Leandro Mendoza had taken
over Lacson's office on the
third floor of the headquar-
ters in Crame

Members of the shadowy
PNP Reform Movement who
plotted against lacson were
Supts. Marcelino Garbo,
Ricardo de Leon. Francisco
Cristobal, Danile Maligalig,
Danilo Siongco and Chiel
Inspector Ely Cruz

Lacson arnved Trom the
Malacanan conference at 5:30
p.m. He was confronted by
Mendoza's group who pres
sured him to withdraw his
support 1o President Estrada
whom lhe had supported ever
since he was a senalor, vice
president and now President
It was a bitter pill to swal
low. But in a late
conference which was tele
vised, Lacson announced his
withdrawal of support to
Estrada. But this was [ol-
lowed by his resignation from
the PNP.

Lacson said he was forced
to tender his resignation in
view of Gloria Arroyo's
succession Lo Estrada as the
14th President.

Orlando Mercado an-
nounced his defection with
Deputy Director-General
Reynaldo Wycoco and Chief
Supt. Steve Cudal of the
police. Western Police Chiefl
Supt. Avelino Razon, Na-
tional Capital Region Chiel
Supt. Eduardo Aglipay and

press

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given that the eslate of the late LUIS B. CLAVERIA
who died on July 6, 1999 al Kalookan City has been exlirajudicially
setiled by and among his heirs as per Extra-judicial Seltlement Among
Heirs under Doc. No. 443, Page No. 89, Book No
2000 ol Notlary Public Alty. Hector B, Centeno.

18, Series ol
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the eslate ol the late VICTOR
BAQUIRAN who died on Seplember 12, 1977 has been exlrajudicially
sellled by and among his heirs as per 'Extrajudicial Seltlement ol
Estate With Walver/Donation under Doc. Nn. 1363, Page No 88,
Book No. VIII. Serles of 2000 of Notary Public Erwin C. Macalino
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EX-PRES. RAMOS: Boys back in saddle.

he heads of four police dis
tricts likewise resigned

ARROYO'S CABINZT
took over
most of her Cabinet
turies and members ol her
Malacanan staff. She still had
l'l]'l_'_\\ secre

with
secre

ATTOoyo

to choose her
tary from Dante Ang, Raul
Gonzales and Jarius Bondoc
but she had tapped for press
undersecretary Bobby Capco
Of course Corona had been
designated chief ol stafl and
presidential spokesman.
But the choice ol execu-
tive secrctary Corona was
still in contention with Renato

de Villa, De Villa was car
murked as delense secretury
even though Orlando
Mercado, the incumbent,
asked that he be retained only
up 11 mid-February. Gen
Angelo Reyes was retained
as Armed Forces chief
Alberto Romulo's appoint
ment as finance secretury was
the lirst announced. With the
resipnation of  Benjamin
Diokno as hudget secretary,
Emilia Boncodin is designated
as his successor. The social
wellare portlolio goes Lo
Dinky Juliano-Soliman,
The National Economic
and Development Authority

EDITORIAL REPORT rages

goes to Lito Osmena, the
Housing and Urban Devel-
opment Coordinating Coun-
cil chairmanship to Mike
Defensor, Col. Glen Ravonza
heads the Presidential Secu-
rity Group and Col. Charlie
Holganza is the aide de camp.
Isabel Golamco is designated
.'lppl)'lﬂlll'l(.‘,ﬂl.\' .‘il..‘l:l'(!l:i'l'y

RAMOS GROUP IN

The influence of former
President Fidel Ramos was
felt when the new President
announced to a military and
police command conference
at Malacanan the appolatment
to her Cabinet aside from
Corona, Boncodin and
Mercado, the following: Jose
Lina Jr., interior and local
government; Raul Roco,
education secretary, Dante
Canlas, cconomic planning;
Renato de Villa, defense;
Hernando Perez, justice.

De-Villa was also delense
secretary under Ramos.
Corona was his deputy ex-
ceutive secretary lor lepal
affairs, Boncodin was bud-
pet undersecretary. Eduardo
Ermita, then defense
undersecretary when Ramos
was delense secreldry, 18 now
national security adviser and
former presidential assistant
for Mindanao affairs Paul
Dominguez is now regional
development adviser.

New People's Army chiel
in 1970 Col. Victor Corpus
replaced Li. Gen. Jose
Calimlim (who remains vice
chiel of stafl) as head of the
intelligence service. Calimlim
in the last hours of People
Power Two revolt joined AFP
Chief Angelo Reyes in de-
fecting Lo the anti-Estrada
forces.,

Corpuz was backed by
Satur Ocampo and Bagong
Alvansang  Makabavan's
Teddy Casino and endorsed
by former Presideni Fidel
Ramos

MORE APPOINTMENTS

Sen. Raul Roco, who aims
to lake over the Education
portfolio after Congress
adjourns Feb. 9, is also
aiming for the Vice Presi-
dency with Sen. Ramon
Magsaysay Jr. He smd a
concurrent post for a Cabi-
net man is allowed.

The National Economic
and Development Authority
went to Dante Canlas, who
had been named socio-eco-
nomic planning secretary.
Corazon (Dinky) Juliano
Soliman heads social welfare
and development and National
Anti-Poverty Commission
vice chairman. Richard
Gordon 1s named tourism
\L't:]’t:litr)f.

Vicky Garchitorena is the
Presidential Management Staff
chiel and has Antonio Gatuslao
as linison to the House; An
tonio Bernardo, deputy execii-
tive secretary, Susana Vargas,
deputy executive secretary for
administration;
George Reyes, as prospective
protacol chiel

finance and

Edgardo Manda is the gen-
cral mandger of the Ninoy
Aquino International Airport
Groomed are Renato Valencia
as Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation chairman
vice Alice Reyes, Satur
Ocampo as agrarian reform
secretary, Corazon de la Paz
or Rene Baiez for BIR com-
missioner, Guillermo Parayno
or Titus Villanueva as Customs
commissioner.

OFFICE OF THE NOTARY PUBLIC
RENATO E. TAGUIAM
Attorney-Al-Law
Penthouse, Quadstar Bldg.
Ortigas Ave., San Juan
Matro Manila

CHINA BANKING CORPORATION
Morigagee File No FRE# 00-252

Exlra Judicial Foreclosure

ol Real Estale Morlgage

Under Act 3135 as amended

- X by Acl 4118

+ VEIsus =
IGNACIO F JUICO, marned lo
Alice Parham Juico

NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE BY NOTARY PUBLIC

Upon exira judicial petidion for sale under Act 3135 as amended by Acl
4118, filed by CHINA BANKING CORPORATION ihru counsel wilh principal
office and place of business al Paseo de Rocas cor Villar Si . Makat Cily
as morigagee daled March 14, 1996 as amended on May 22 1987 execuled
by IGNACIO F JUICO. married te Alice Parham Juico and residing al No 46
Queensville Street White Plains Subd . Quezon City, as mortgagors, o salisly
the morlgage Indebledness exclusive of accrued interest and penally amounis
to Ten Million Three Hundred Filty Five Thousand (P10 355000 00) plus lhe
stipulaled inlerest and penally allornay's lees and other charges and expenses
which may become due and payable to the alorementioned morigagee the
undersigned Notary Public hereby gives nolice 1o all interested parties and lo
the public in general thal on Feb 162001 at 10 00 oclock in the morning
of soon therealler infront of the Main Enlrance. Quezon Cily Hall Bldg he
will sell al public auction lo the highes! bidder for CASH. and in Philipping
Currency, Ihe following described real property logelher with all the buildings
and improvements exisiing (hereon lo wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. RT-103568 (167394) PR-41208
Registry of Deeds for Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 3. Block 20 of the consolidalion-subdivision plan

(LRC) Pes-2841 being a portion of Lol 6 (LRC) Pes-591 LRC (GLRO) Rec No
£95 B75 917 situaled in the Dist. of Cubao Quezon City Bounded on the
NW  points 2 1o 4 by Lol Road 19 of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-12333
on the NE points 4 1o 5 by Lot 5 Block 20 of Ihe subdivision plan, and on
the SW poinis 1 to 2 by Lot 1 Block 20 of the subdivision plan Beginning
al a point marked 1" on plan, to the point of beginning, cantaimng an area
of FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTEEN (518) SQUARE METERS A

This Notice of Sale will be posted for a period of twenly (20) days in lhree
(3) conspicuous public places in Quezon Cily, where the subjec! properly Is
lacated and where (he auction sale shall lake place, and likewise, a copy ol
this nolice will be published for the same period In @ newspaper ol general
circulation In Quezon City once a week for three (3) conseculive weeks, the
firs! publicalion to take place al least twenly (20) days belore he dale of
auchion sale

The undersigned Nolary Public hereby further gives nolice that il on Feb
16 2001 the minimum requirement of two () buyers/idders will nol participate
in the auclion sale pursuani 1o the Supreme Courl EN BANC Resolulion embodied
in Administiative Matter No 99-10-05-0 daled December 14, 1989 which be-
come elfeclive on January 15, 2000, (he sale shall be posiponed and re-sched-
uled on Feb 23 2001 al the place and lime herelofore slaled

Prospeclive buyers andlor bidders are hereby enjoined lo invesligate lor
ihemselves (he litle to the said real propedy and the encumbrances tharaon
Il any Ihere be

Quezon City. Metro Manila, Jan 16, 2001

(Sgd ) RENATO E. TAGUIAM

Motary Public
Unlil Dec 31, 2001
PTR¥ 1080608/1-6-00/Q.C

Copy furmshed

Ignacio F Juico & Alice P Juico -
Subd Quezon Cily

Ally Omat D Vigiia Counsel lor China Banking Corp - Paseo de Roxas
col Villar St Makali City

No 46 Queensville St White Plains

WE FORUM
Jan, 22, 29 & Feb, 5, 2000




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps|
create income
opportunities Ehdns
in depressed areas.

1n

There is 'more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects'to make life a
lile better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

PA
4 YAGe,

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in

“themselves to become useful and productive citizens.

Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

P ~
Philjppine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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PHILIPPINE MEDIA AND THE

IMPEACHMENT TRIAL

It has been said that there are two trials going on in the country at the

same time, one inside the Senate session hall, the other in the media.

CyberDyaryo sought out six local journalists, mostly veterans, at least

two with legal backgrounds, and one a media critic, for their views on

the local media’s performance in the ongoing impeachment trial of

President Joseph Estrada and the issues and concerns surrounding the

coverage of the crisis.

by CARLOS H. CONDE

URIOUS as to how media practitioners view the Philippine press’
performance in the ongoing impeachment trial of President Joseph
Estrada, CyberDyaryo interviewed six journalists — most of them
veterans, at least two with legal backgrounds, and one now a media
critic — about the issues and concerns surrounding the media’s coverage

of the crisis.

Ermin Garcia Jr. is the executive direc-
tor of the Philippine Press Institute and the
publisher-editor of the Swnday Punch,
Pangasinan’s leading community paper. Dan
Mariano was the executive editor of the
Philippine Post before it suspended opera-
tions. He is now writing a column for Today.
Bill Formoso is a deskman at the Philippine
Daily Inquirer. Pachico Seares is the edi-
tor-in-chief of Sun Star Daily, Cebu's lead-
ing newspaper, and is also a lawyer. Romel
' Bagares is a reporter for The Philippine Siar;
he studies law in between chasing stories.
Luis Teodoro is the editor of the Philippine
Journalism Review and one of the country’s
most respected media critics.

What is your general assessment of the
media’s coverage of the impeachment trial?

Ermin Garcia: It is largely fair and
certainly educational for a nation that's seeing
an impeachment trial for the first time,

Dan Mariano: For the most part, the
media are behaving according to form.
Various news organizations have taken
positions on the controversy according o
their respective self-interest. Note that the
government-sequestered newspapers and nel-
works are going full blast trying to discredit
the prosecution’s case against Estrada,

For the so-called independent media, it
is in their best interest to be more critical
since the business community -- ergo, the
bulk of their advertisers -- has declared its
preference Lo see Estrada go. Fairness and
balance are therefore irrelevant issues in
this controversy. As lo contextualization and
education, the impeachment trial itself pro-
vides the context and education. The entire
process is o great lesson in citizenship and
civic duty. Only the most blase and the
mentally challenged can fail to derive any-
thing positive from this collective experic

ence. \

Bill Formoso: Fair as fair can be given
the circumstances of what Estrada has done
to the nation. But it lacks analyses,
backgrounders, layman’s language. Still, it's
a first, and [as in] all first, we shall learn
. |from it].

Pachico Seares: Despite efforts to bal-
ance coverage, there's greater focus on stories
that tend to hurt Estrada. It's not so much

bias against him as the news values going
against him.

Romel Bagares: From the initial grop-
ing around in the dark, media are finally
getting the hang of it, so to speak. There
have been blind spots in the coverage but
there also have been moments of glory for
Philippine media. Of course, there are sectors
in the media that are decidedly pro-govern-
ment, as in the case of the sequestered papers.
But even there, we hear of rumblings, of
people resisting impositions.

I notice that most of the newspapers,
seemed to have left everything to the PClJ
to rake muck. They didn't anymore do their
own investigation of the allegations about
the President’s lavish lifestyle. Perhaps, this
is a decision of convenience, After all, it
has already been reported on by the PCIJ.
But at least they followed the lead taken by
the PClJ in that they nagged Malacanang
about these allegations until Mr. Estrada could
not anymore keep things to himself.

I am also disappointed that only a few
media outfits have taken up reports of
repression in media as in the case of radio
programs allegedly axed because of their
critical stance toward the government in
relation to the crisis. This is a troubling
issue not adequately covered. Most did not
take up the cause of The Philippine PosI,
which was shut down under suspicious
circumstances. Many in the media are stll
averse to the idea of media looking inward.

Luis Teodoro: Media have been behav-
ing as expected -- i.e., they're reporting
and commenting according to their economic
and political interests, with the bought and
paid-for trying their best to earn their keep
(that's the key word: they're kept, like
Estrada’s queridas), The crony media are
acting like cronies, those identified with the
opposition are pushing the opposition agenda,

\_ which coincidentally matches the NGOs. The

independents are, of course, on the same
side~as well, which is all to the good, although
the pros are way ahead in radio
There is the observation that there are
actually two trials going on: one inside the
session hall, and the other outside, in the
media.

Mariano: Yes, there are two trials going

- g
: ]

b

PRINT MEDIA: Vital role.

on: the legalistic process of the impeachment
trial itself and the contest for the hearts and
minds of people outside. As has been stated
time and again. the trial is a political exer-
cise. Therefore, it matters little what the ruling
of the senator-judges would be. It is the people
who would render the decision that will ulti-
mately break Estrada.

The fact that the principal actors in the
impeachment process are cager to address the
media is proof that the real trinl is taking place
outside the Senate. If is only the buffoon al
Malacanang who thinks the battlefield is lim-
ited only to the impeachment court.

Formoso: The trial inside the court may be
won for the President but the trial for public
opinion is still being fought blow by blow daily
in the media. Of course, the media is being
used to present evidence or float trial balloons
that may not be allowed in court or simply to
sway public opinion. Plus you have the grand-
standers looking toward the next elections, I
think it's a priceless lesson in the democratic
process, which 1 hope our people would take
to hearl.

Bagares: | think they realize that public
opinion has as much -- or even a greater weight
-~ than the complicated and complex impeach-
ment proceedings. The proceedings can only
be better appreciated when public opinion is
properly considered. The prosecution -- or the
defense, for that matter - may win the legal

arguments but in the scale of things, it won'r

matter much if the public believes otherwise,

The whole point of an impeachment trial is
that it is a political exercise. 1 have a fecling
that even if the President is acquitted -- if the
evidence is 1o the contrary and the public knows
this, sees this in the day-by-day unfolding of
media reporiage -- his government would still
be in big trouble,

Garcia: The sub judice rule should apply
to senators-jurors and prevent them from dis-
cussing the merits of the trial, trial proceed-
ings or trial strategies. Mediu interyiews on
such matiers only confuse the public and serve
only the interviewee-senator’s political inter-
csls.

What do you think of the fact that the sub
judice rule is not observed in this case’

(On Wednesday, Jan. 10, the Senate imposed
the sub judice rule on its members, the
prosecution, the defense and witnesses. -
ed) :

Mariano: The impeachment trial is & po-
litical process. Legalistic niceties such as the
sub judice rule do not apply.

Formoso: 1 think it is great that the com-
mon man is able to participate in the demo-
cratic process. Hopefully, the seeds planted in
his mind with the trial will sprout and lead to
a demand for more democratic ideals.

Seares: The sub judice rule never works in
cases of high national importance. Remember
the debate in the Supreme Court trial against
Enrile for the complex crime of rebellion? Not
in an impeachment case that is more of a political
process than a strictly judicial process. Davide
knew that when he chose not to caution media
on how to handle the story on the Jose Velarde
check signature sample.

Bagares: I think it does not apply. 1 am
of the opinion that an impeachment proceed-
ing is not strictly a court proceeding. Even if
it were, our legal tradition allows a certain
room for press reportage of matters discussed
in a court trial. The public's right to know
matters so much in the impeachment trial, which
is, in the very first place, a political exercise.

But the battle is half-won when you have
convinced the public of the merits of your case.
The prosecutors know this. Notice the strat-
egy they have taken: after Ocampo's testimony
on the Velarde accounts, they virtually jumped
the gun on the defense by revealing who the
likely defense witness will be, The revelation
is calculated to undermine whatever impact the
defense panel hopes to generate once they put
their witness, Jaime Dichaves, on the wilness
stand.

Of course, Estrada has launched his own
media offensive by enlisting the help of Ernesto
Maceda who, days after the Ocampo testimony,
was issuing statements denying the assertions
the bank official had made. In the final analy-
sis, it is the public who decides who is telling
the truth,

But without the media, they wouldn'l Know
anything at all. Imagine Mrs. Ocampo testi-

(Next page, please)




fying without the real-time cov-
erage provided by radio and
television. The impact wouldn't
have been as mueh. It was
instant as it was electric. That
is why there is a big need for
intelligent reportage in radio
and television.

Teodoro: The fact that the
sub judice rule is not being
observed is both an advantage
and a disadvantage to the
people and the campaign for
good government (which at this
point must start with the ouster
of Estrada). It's advantageous
in that it makes intelligent
comment possible, bul prob-
lematic because it also makes
comment by the paid-for, the
biased and the outright stupid
unavoidable. -

What's happening is that the
outcome of this trial is likely
to be decided, among other
factors, by what the senators
perceive is popular opinion via
media, although 1 think the
primary factor will still be the
senators’ political and other
interests. including their close-.
ness to Estrada.

There's also the stupidity
factor, however. Ii strikes me
that at least three of the sena-
tors -- you know who they are

are totelly clueless about
what's yoing on, but have made
up their minds (such as they
arc) anyway. The bright but
corrupt ones have #lso made
up their minds, und couldn't
carc less what's proved or
disproved, but they loo are
eager 1o getl into the [ronl pages
and the six o'clock news to
be perceived as patriols rather
than scoundrels.

In short, media will once
again help decide whether the
people will continue to be
manipulated by these dema-
gogues, or will be educated
enough to throw them out by
May or al any opportune time.
Sen. Raul Roco has said that
the senators need to talk to
the media because they have
a duty to enlighten the pub-
lic. Do you agree with this
view?

Formoso: Yes. They have
a duty to inform the public of
their true mental capabilities
so that the next time around
we can vole them out of of-
fice. Seriously, because the
good scnators among them
enlighten us; the bad ones
entertain.

Bagares: | think so too. But
then again, it depends on who
is tulking. I have a feeling that
when some senators open their
mouths, they don't add any-
thing to the public discourse,
Instead, they only strengthen
the impression that they are
nothing more than scatter-
brains. At least the public is
given duec notice of a
legislator's ignorance. So even
here, there is an opportunity
for the public to know and pass
judgment on how well legis-
lators huve been doing their
job.

Teodoro: Roco’s right, but
media too have their interests
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and their biases, as well as
their incompetence, which all
tend to make their educative
function difficult to discharge.
The problem is that not only
Roco gets to talk to media,
but people like Defensor®
Santiago as well whose view-
point matches those of much
of media more often than not.

An SWS survey said the rat-
ings of practically all sena-
tors had gone up because of
the trial.

Garcia: It should be ex-
pected but it doesn't mean
anything much. The ratings
only indicate that the people
take note of officials who work
or appear to be working.

Mariano: Name recall is
the name of the game, as far
as opinion polls are concerned.
Thus, even the exccrable
Miriam Defensor-Santiago
manages to rate high in the
surveys because she's media
savvy and has a talent for
drawing media attention to
herself. Self-promotion is how
some quarters call it,

It works because the pub-
lic, for the most part, does nol
have the ability to discrimi-
nate between right and wrong,
principled and opportunistic.
All they recall are stunts, as
in 4 circus or burlesque.

Bagares: | have a lot of
misgivings about opinion sur-
veys because of their power
to represent people’s views on
issues through highly quanti-
tative, reductive, il not total-
izing means. What | mean is
that the surveys could be
wrong, despite their claims to
being scientific.

I acknowledge though that
to a certain exienl, surveys give
us some indication of the
direction public opinion is
taking. As | have said, here
is an opportunity for the pub-
lic to know and pass judgment
on how well legislators have
been doing their job.

But public opinion is re-
ally, to use the term, ‘‘inter-
textual'' in nature. People see
the news on TV, hear it on
the radio, or read it in the
papers. Bul they're not pas-
sive consumers of information.
They talk about it in the of-
fices, in schools, in the mar-
ket, etc. From such discus-
sions, they form opinions.
Media have a big role in this
process.

Teodoro: The Philippine
Daily Inquirer seems to be
wavering in some cases, do you
notice? That's because ils
editor seems 1o be uncerlain,
il not a bil pro-Erap, among
other reasons because of the
surveys that say he's sull
trusted. The problem with
surveys is that they're con-
ducted among populations thal
are basically uninformed, and
which, in this instance, indis-
criminately approve of all the
senators because they saw them
talking gibberish on TV. The
boosts in their ratings are, of
course, primarily due tot he
daily TV caverage

A

We "Forum
FOCUS

Given the sheer amount of
information -- and
disinformation - that is be-
ing released through the
media, do you think the
Philippine press has done a
good job in making the Fili-
pino people undersiand the
complexities of this crisis?

Mariano: The Philippine
press, in general, has done
what is expected of il in a
society like ours. It is neither
good nor bad, which are value
judgments that do not apply
in a political struggle such as
the impeachment process, Are
the Filipinos better able fo
grasp the complexities of this
case as a result of the Philip-
pine press’ work? Let me refer
you to the survey results that
show a large segment of the
population still unable to form
an opinion and a sizeable
portion still loyal (o Estrada.

Formoso: No. What is in
the forefront is the political
crisis. We need to focus more
on the economic calamity and
the dip in our moral values
that this crisis helped exacet-
bate.

Bagares: | take special note
of the radio and TV minute-
by-minute coverage of the trial.
Both stations -- GMA and ABS-
CBN -- have on the set legal
experts o comment on what-
ever is happening inside the
Senate as the trial unfolds. This
is very helpful for the ordi-
nary citizens who have no legal
background to understand some
of the complex legal questions
involved in the proccedings.
Only one newspaper o my
mind (the [nquirer) has cm-
ployed a similar device 1o
regular reportage on the pro-
ceedings, through lawyer Raul
Palabrica's analysis.

Also, the Inguirer has done
an excellent job reporting the
issuc online with a running
special edition on the scandal,
a separate electronic page link-
ing netsurfers Lo a single clear-
inghouse of information on the
issue, Here we see the online
version becoming an cqual
partner of the print version in
the coverage of the news. Mosi

newspapers still really see the
online version as a complement
to the print.

Teodoro: | think the longer

this trial continues the more
confusion there's likely to be,
because there’s very little effort
by media to slash through the
tangle of conflicting claims and
outright lies.
There is the observation that
some papers that were previ-
ously Estrada-friendly have
become refreshingly critical.
Where would you artribute
such a change? Or does this
simply prove the journalistic
truism that the press can never
isolare itself from whatever is
going on in society?

Garcia: It is difficult for
any newspaper (o show some
partiality in reporting (he
proceedings already reported
on a minute-by-minute account
by the broadcast media. The
columnists, however, by the
nature of their function, are
still very much partisan in their
views. Those who are known
to be Estrada allies are still
fiercely defending, justilying,
explaining their boss' views
and position.

Mariano: Again, the self-
interest of the newspapers
concerned. These papers would
be shooting themselves in the
foot if they do not become
more critical in their cover-
age of the crisis. As | said
earlier, most advertisers ure
now anti-Estrada and, as the
newspaper owners are wont (o
say, business is business.

Formoso: | think they saw
the writing on the wall and
decided to bail out before it
was oo late,

Bapares: A crisis is a
moment of catharsis. To quote
the Chinese, it represents both
danger and opportunity. The
media, being part of the po-
litical process, cannot take a
neulral stance. No one can
ignore the import of the jueteng
scandal to the Philippine body
politic. For example, allega-
tions of bribery and corrup-
tion of media practitioners have
put everybody on the defen-
sive. That's part of the cathar-
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sis.

For sure, every newsroom
has become a battleground of
contending forces. One day a
newspaper puis out a copy
favorable tot he Estrada ad-
ministration, the next day. it's
the opposite. It is a day-by-

day struggle.

Teodoro: The fact thal
Estrada has been so brazen in
all this -- no onc except the
most stupid and immoral can
continue to sing praises to him.
What do you think the Phil-
ippine press needs to focus on
in this crisis?

Mariano: Validating on its
own the evidence for and
against Estrada that have been
presented and will be presented
by the contending legal pan-
cls.

Bagares: The other voices
not heard. | have a feeling that
even civil society is nol given
enough space in the newspa-
What-are the issues
involved in meaningful politi-
cal reforms? Whalt reforms are
needed? What alternatives?
What are the proposals for
change advanced by civil so-
ciety?

Seares: There's an overload
of legalese that most news
reporis don't care, or find no
compelling reason, to explain.
What | mean is not a defini-
tion of terms but an explana-
tion in plain English what it
means to cach party of the
case. The distinction between
burden of proof and burden of
evidence is an example.

Most news stories made it
appear that the Davide ruling
was a major victory for the
defense. It was not. What
Davide said in effect to the
prosecution was: You can’t yet
say the burden of evidence on
the ill-gotten wealth has shilted
to the defense but you will get
there if you prove the [acls
that will raise the presumption
that the wealth is ill-gotten.
Do you agree with the view
that the Philippine press --
given its rambunctious,
oftentimes irresponsible char-
acter -- is as much on trial
here as the president?

Garcia: No, In this in-
stance, the press is not and
cannot be viewed as being
tried. Each press organization
has its delined focus and re-
sponsibility, and only public
patronage will tell if it is
meeling its readers’ cxpecla-
tions. But certainly it cannot
be expected (o be as compre-
hensive (or as biased or im-
partial) as the other

Mariano: Yes, but where
is the capable magistrate Lo sit
in judgmeni ol the press?
Remember, despite the popu
larity of papers like the /[n-
quirer nnd Pinoy Times, a large
number of Filipinos continue
to read the Bulletin and
People's Journal.

Formoso: Definitely. It's
either we grow or we remain
stunted.

Bagares: | believe so too.

Our theory of government is
also our theory of the press.
If we trace the constitutional
roots of the Philippine press,
one finds a strong libertarian
beginnings all the way to the
Malolos Constitution of the
short-lived Philippine Repub-
lic. One sees crucial similari-
tiecs in guarantees to a free
press in the Malolos Consti-
tution, the 1935 Constitution,
the 1971 Constitution (even if
taken for granted by the
Marcos regime) and the 1987
Constitution.

While it has undergone
some changes over time, the
fundamental premise of the
libertarian view is that the press
occupies an important role in
public life. The press is there
to inform the citizens about
issues that matter to them. It
is there to check governmen-
tal abuse. It is important how
the press sets out to perform
this task. It is there as another
mechanism of checks and
balances in a liberal democratic
society. | can't imagine a gov-
ernment without a free press.
I can’t imagine the impeach-
ment trial without media cov-
erage.

Teodoro: Like many of our
other institutions, the press is
certainly on ftrial here. It has
failed to educate people on this
crisis, and therefore needs to
provide critical information as
well as background on issues
like what to expect of presi-
dents, what exactly does the
law say on graft and corrup-
tion, etc.

The long-term goal should
be to raise Philippine standards
of public service and gover-
nance. One of the most strik-
ing things to emerge from this
crisis is that our standards in
these arcas arc pretly low,
which is why Esirada was
elected in the first place.

Filipino expectations of
their government and of their
officials must be raised, and
media must be focused on that,
the present crisis being a cri-
sis of the entire political sys-
tem, and therefore of the way
this country is being
(mis)governed. _

Media, together with the
educational system, the politi-
cal structure, the electoral’
system, the Church, and all
our political and cultural in-
stitutions must take responsi-
bility for the country's fail-
ures, which is likely to con-
tinue beyond this crisis unless
media et al shape up.

But this will take some
doing, the country being an
Augean stable that only a
political and cultural cataclysm
can clean up. The question is,
Will the current crisis sere as
an opportunity for the changes
needed to gain critical mass?
I doubt it, because there's a
vast layer of ignorance and
apathy at the base of Philip-
pine sociely - the very layer
that elected Estrada in 1998
and that's still supporting him
now. (CyberDyaryo)




We.»Forum
EDITORIAL

JAN. 29-FEB. 4, 2001

Estrada steps down

DO not think that the present polarization can be healed

by a new leader who will take over without an electoral

mandate from our people,”” Joseph Ejercito Estrada
declared when he relinquished the Philippines’ presidency to
Vice President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.

““A special presidential balloting will moreover give my
successor the fresh start and mandate to heal our wounded nation
and rebuild our wounded ecomomy,’’ Mr. Estrada said.

He believed a snap election which he did not intend to join
would have been the best compromise to the political crisis and
the continued support of a significant number of people to his
leadership. It was a statement of fact rather than sourgraping
or buying time for him to step down.

But the issue became moot after the second People Power
congregation was on the march on Metro Manila’s byways. The
tyranny of numbers preempted an alternative decision to the
change of leadership.

Filipinos had been demanding for change since the 1950s
through the decade of the 1970s when the pathetically sick dictator
Ferdinand E. Marcos held fort. The bloodless People Power
revolt, however, pressured out Marcos from Malacanzn to Hawaii
where he consequently died.

But in order that Marcos could carry out his program of
corduption, he proclaimed martial law. This kept the activists
and protest under control as Marcos drained the government
coffers and siphoned the money to Swiss banks and to other
depositories including those of Pacific islands.

A people nursed in democracy cannot long suffer under an
authoritarian government like marcos imposed. It may take years
or merely a spur of the moment, but freedom-loving people will
somehow find a way to be liberated.

An adventurer like Marcos ultimately finds out that repres-
sion under martial law eventually crumbles because soldiers and
policemen are also people with families averse to the violation
of human rights.

This should be the major concern of a country’s leaders
because government tenure is volatile. People determine whether
they want to retain the incumbent government or to replace it.
Government can also be overhauled.

But the work force cannot be entirely replaced or there will
be a disruption of work. Can the work ethics of the holdover
force be reformed? It should be improved but the dominant
factor in the Philippine government that frustrates reform is
political patronage. Politics is the malady that hounds good
Philippine government.

So it has become traditional for the government that takes
over albeit prematurely since the next presidential election is
year 2004 to accommodate its constituents at the expense of
running roughshod over the qualified office holders. This policy
of attrition does not respect the security of tenure of the incum-
bent.

Gloria Arroyo had hardly warmed up the presidential seat
when she ticked off her list of replacements. This contradicts
her claim that she feels magnanimous because the presidential
windfall was providential.

Open letter to GMA

YOUR EXCELLENCY:

Some 75 million Filipinos sur~ly expect you
to perform better than your predecessor, con-
sidering your credentials. I'm onc of those
Pinoys.

The problems confronting the nation are
formidable, and they stink to high heavens like
the garbage mountains on the strects of Metro
Manila, supposedly our showwindow to the
world. Trash collection and disposal are a very
basic service of government but, on this alone,
it has failed, and failed miserably. How then
can the government solve other, and more
complicated problems like the doddering
economy which, according to sell-styled pun-
dits, is the nation’s first and foremost?

The economy should not be a headache 1o
you, being an economist trained in such schools
as Georgetown U, with such classmales as Bill
Clinton, under whose presidency the Ameri-
can economy enjoyed a long boom,

The biggest challenge to you, one respect-
fully submits, is righteous leadership -- a ficld
where Bill almost had his debacle and our own
Erap, his comeuppances. The Good Book (which
you quoted in your inaugural address) says,
**When the righteous are in authority, the people
n.jun.L but when a wicked man rules, the people
groan'’ (Prov. 29:2).

Like Washington, Mahatma Gandhi and |[n
Chi Minh -- to name a few -- a leader leads
by example. Even Mao also did, despite his
alleged pedophilia; at least, he never enriched
himsell while in power. All of these leaders
were nationalists.

You should be one, it goes withoul saying.

ONE’S WORTH

Nationalism should carry you through thick
and thin.

In passing, allow me to give you this piece
of unsolicited advice: Never, never forgel the
lessons of history. EDSA 2001 is a repeat of
EDSA 1986. Both Marcos and Estrada stood
accused of unprecedented graft and corruption
plus other high crimes; the military defected
to their ‘‘enemies,” the people: both deposed
Presidents were succeeded by women, both
Pampangueiias (Cory's hometown, Concepcion,
Tarlac, used to be a part of Mckeni Country,
right?). If you're not careful, what befell your
role model Cory (remember the coup attempts
and those crippling power outages during her
term?) may befall you. To what befell Erap,
among whose fatal mistakes were surrounding
himself with big-time criminals and other shady
characters, and succumbing to human nature.
Take note, please, that People Power has now
become fashionable. If it happened against
Marcos and Estrada, it could happen to you
or anyone else.

Like the rest of the nation, 1 wish you the
best, No, I don't want to march to EDSA, as
much as_ possible.

We ’F{) rum
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TRAVAILS OF GLORIA
IN EXCELSUS

THE ascendancy of Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo as the 14th President of the Phil-
ippines will savor great expectations that
the nation is on its way to ils cherished
dream of peace, harmony and a better way
of life for all. ;

After all is said and done at EDSA, Presi-
dent Arroyo will have to wean away from
the cuphoria of her EDSA victory uas she
gets to know that the cynical nature ol her
office will still surround her leadership.

This attitude will continue to haunt her
— as ubiquitous corrupt elements gather like
vultures in Malacafang the way they have
polluted Presidents before she even thought
of taking up a political career.

EREEXE

With the EDSA II victory, however, things
will not be quite the way they were for the
corrupt who will be hounded by the Presi-
dent who had vowed to hunt them down.
But, from our perch, we can expect o see
them move back under the table where they
would ply their nefarious wheelings and
dealings.

Should the President feel.helpless againsl
those who danced to mock the travesty of
justice, the people who pushed Joseph Ejercito
Estrada out of Malacanang will take strong
measures to disgrace them. In such cases,
they will find the freedom-loving people al
ELSA quite unforgiving.

EkEEE

After EDSA 11, things around us changed
— particularly the people who now stead-
fastly feel that the “abominable 117 who
reduced the impeachment process into a
shambles had nothing to do with the matu-
rity of the Filipino body politic

For the impeachment trial, indeed, had
not failed the people entirely. With the entire
nation glued to the nationwide telecast of
the proceedings which lasted for some six
or more hours daily for more than a month
— the people who later gathered at EDSA
found out most every corrupt practices of
government.

Without the legal protection from the im-
peachment process, we cannot see how Luis
“Chavit™ Singson, Clarissa “Kissa™ Ocampo
or Edgardo Espiritu would have been able
to testify against the most powerful suspect
in the land on the crimes he had committed
against his own people.

E¥EER

Perhaps it is now quite safe (o say thal
Filipinos today are a more responsible people
who are capable of putting up with their
emotional letdowns.

It is also quite possible that they are fully
aware that corruption will not go away. None-
theless, the melancholy lot that awaits Joseph
Ejercito Estrada has proved (o the entire demo:
cratic world that the Filipino people are now
making sure that no one gets scot-free with
such crimes again.

EREER

Senator-judge Gregorio Honasan was wrong
to say that the success of the EDSA 1l move-
ment would not succeed without military back
ing.

Such premise that only come [rom the
“abominable 117 gang of senntors who treach-
crously voted to suppress the truth by pre-
venting the opening of an envelope containing
documents supporting charges hurled againsl
Mr. Estrada for illegally amassing untold wealth.

Coming from a former hatchet man ol a
one-time alleged coup plotter like Juan Ponce
Enrile who had to be protected by unarmed
EDSA 1 civilians from the wrath of Ferdinand
Marcos, Gringo (as he loves 1o be called) should
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have known that many decent elements of the
military had been distancing themselves [rom
his now deposed idol without even any en-
couragement from any self-proclaimed charis-
matic leader from their ranks.

XXX

Amidst the euphoria spawned by the suc-
cess of EDSA II, the people have yel to extend
fitting accolade to the private prosecutors who
supported the House prosecuting panel during
the impeachment proceedings.

This list of legal eagles who had helped
shaped up the case against the now deposed
Mr. Estrada are Hernani Perez, Ricardo
Nepomuceno, Joaquin Misa. Sonny Marcelo,
brothers Pablito and Arno Sanidad, Romy
Capulong, Mario Bautista, UE law dean Amado
Valdez, and many other legal luminaries who
staked their carcers in the campaign to ousl
Erap by sharing their time, talent, and resources
gratis et amore for the pood cause.

Ex¥xx

Talk of the town these days is about the
fate of the damaged institutions of Philippine
democracy. These include the Senate, the House
ol Representatives, ihe legal profession, and
even the Catholic religion along with charlatanic
movements that split from it

In case of the Senate, the highest legisla-
tive body has staried repairing its ravaged
reputation by retaining Aquilino Pimentel Jr,
as Senate president

It is likewise expected that public trust and
confidence on the Senate will be restored by
the eventual resignations of the “abominable
11" gang of scnators who voted — against good
sense of decency — o suppress evidence.

The House of Representatives is expecied
1o restore public contidence soon after they
shall have deposed puppet Speaker Arnulfo
Fuentebella and elect Joker P. Arroyo — the
close ally of Manuel Villar as Speaker.

Villar, they say, will be rewarded with a
leading slot in the coming Senatorial derby.
After all, he had his moment of glory when
he signed the Articles of Impeachment and
transmitted it off to the Senate over and above
the roaring objections of majority block of Erap
puppets of the House.

Despite the massive vilification campaign
launched against him by the Malacanang sub-
sidized press and broadcast industry, Joker P,
Arroyo, deserves the highest honor in the cham-
ber he intends to leave for good. 1T at all,
he may yel he chosen Viee President or join
the Senale derby.

RS

In the case of the Catholic Church, it can
only repair itself by reorganizing El Shaddai
and other so-called charismalic socicties into
movements like the sodalities of the olden days
— under the leadership of genuine theologians
and the supervision of genuine priesis and not
by a former real estale agent.

For the legal profession’s wounded image,
its reparation can only be accomplished by the
disharment of unethical, shyster lawyers who
have hud smeared the noble unnals of Philip-
pine jurisprudence by running roughshod over
the impeachment proceedings.

EE R L

Most of us would like 1o go along with
President Arroyo’s eall Tor unity and recon
cilintion in these days ol crises,  We have
good reuson (0 helieve thut it is incumbent

(Page 11, please)
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A CULTURE
OF MENDICANCY

by ANDREA SOCO

ON CHR.STMAS Duay, my family was
greeted by an endless stream of children
knocking on our pate asking for 4 few coins,
a practice known hereabouls as pamasko.

There was a tume when children came
caroling with whatever makeshift instruments
they could find, but eventually, they did
away with the instruments altogether. In the
past few years, the Kids have realized that
they can get money without even having to
sing for it they simply have to ask for it
Last Christmas, from early in the mornng
until lunchtime, groups of children visited
our neighborhood, knocking on gates, ring-
ing doorbells, and yelling **Namamaske po!™

We have come to expect children on our
doorstep every Christmas Day and usually
prepare a supply of coins to give out. This
year, however. we decided to give cookies
instead. While many of the kids graciously
accepted he offer, there were some who took
one look at the cookies, and, realizing they
were nol going to get any moncy, walked
away without taking any.

The children cannot be faulted for ask-
ing for pamasko. Poverty can do that to
people, even children. Perhaps their par-
ents placed on them the burden of bringing
extra income during the holidays. Perhaps
they really wanted money

Ricky, 10, earnéd P300 asking for
pamasko in a small village on Christmas
day.

** Namasko po ako kasi gusto kong bumili
ng sapalos na matibay (1 asked for Christ-
mas money because | want to buy a pair
of good shoes),'" he said, His lather is a
construction worker while his mother takes
in laundry. He knew that their income would
not be enough to buy him new shoes, so
he decided to bring in the money himsell

Whatever the case may be, asking [or
pamaske this way tells us that a culture o
mendicancy is evolving in our sociely,

Children may not have the power Lo get
what they want, but they have learned thal
they can get sympathy from the public, es
pecially at Christmastime. They do not have
to have musical instruments, or sing carols,

in order to earn money and those who bother
to sing'make no effort at all. These chil-
dren know that this is a time to make easy
money. P300 may not b¢ enough to buy
sturdy shoes, but to a poor boy like Ricky,
it is a lot

And they learn soon enough that Christ-
mas is not the only time for earmng by
begging. Children quickly pick up quickly
on the possibilities of getting something for
nothing. But once they grow up and realize
that they can actually pet money without
exerting too much effort, mendicancy will
evolve into extortion and other forms of
exploitative behavior.

Imagine, for instance, that the child knock-
ing on your car window asking for a few
coins will, in a few years, become a po-
liceman asking you for leng, or lunch money,
after you commit a traffic violation. Or
imagine that child as a government employce
asking you for lagay or a small fee so thal
your documents are processed faster. The
child could also become a tricycle driver
who charges you an exorbitant fare, know-
ing that you are not acquainted with his.
area or operation.

These are only some of the ills that beg-
ging can eventually lead to. Graver still are
graft and corruption which have plagued our

.society for so long

A lot of public funds have been lost (0
graflt and corruption. Money to fund projects
for the poor has gone instead into the pockets
of government officials. Indeed, many of
those who are supposed Lo serve the coun-
try live extravagantly while the majority of
their constituents struggle for survival, Not
surprisingly, more and more people aspire
for public office, but not always for the
purpose of serving the people

It does not seem likely that the children
of the poor will stop begging. Seeing eX-
tortionist practices on the street everyday,
it is easy for them o fall into the habit of
muking money without much effort.

1t will take time before children can be Kepl
off the streets, und longer still to curb men-

(Page 11, please)
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THE LANGUAGE OF JUSTICE

: by BUTCH DALISAY

MUCH has been made of the way both
English and Filipino have been mangled unto
ignominious death by both the prosecution
and the defense -- not to mention the sena-
tor-judges, and occasionally the Chiel Jus-
tice himself -- at President Estrada’s ongo-
ing impeachment trial.

Indeed, poing by the verbal evidence,
nearly all of the above stand accused and
stand guilty of high linguistic crimes and
misdemeanors. As the trial enters its third
week, we may have by now become accus-
tomed -- ‘‘resigned’’ is probably the better
word -- 1o the excruciating sight and sound
of these men and women of the law parad-
ing their knowledge (or the lack of it) in
language best described as pompous and
accents best described as quaint

The legal profession has, of course, long
been notorious lor saying in 25 polysyllabic,
latinate words what it could just as well
expel in a simple Anglo-Saxon grunt

(A quickie history of the English lan-
guage might be in order here: the Anglo-
Saxon or old-Germanic part of English
survives in short, blunt, but forceful words
- take Churchill's “*blood, sweat and tears”™
as a famous example, plus your typical four-
letter cuss words. When the French invaded
England, they turned the language *‘latinate’’
-- 4 reference 1o words complicated and
lengthened by prefixes, sulfixes, and con-

Butch Dalisay writes on the language of the impeachment trial:

‘““Beyvond grammatical correctness, formal felicities, and polished

accents, substance can’t be allowed to take the back seat to style. Rather

than dismiss the trial as a linguistic circus (although we could dismiss it

for other infirmities), it might yet be a triumph of communication, a

reminder of how we Pinoys might have a hundred languages between

and among ourselves, but can yet be understood by one another, if we

put our minds and our tongues to it.”’

jugations. Guess what kind of English law-
yers love to use.)

Lawyerese used and spoken by native
speakers of English is bad enough? lawyerese
used and spoken by borrowers of the lan-
guage, such as we are, is worse, ““The sad
this"* and *‘the said that,”" various matiers
appurtenant thereto,”" *'in witness whereol, ™’
and -- to get into some real Latin here -

the subpoena duces tecum and its Ro-
manesque cousins all acquire even more
weight on the tongues ol Filipino lawyers.
many of whom find it difficul' enough Lo
say *‘l1 washed the car myseil yesterday™
without flinching

(And that, by the way, will translate into
something like **1 hereby attest to the lact,

Your Honor, that it was |, personally and
with the assistance ol no other party, who
caused the vehiele with Plate Noo NGU-112

to be subjected to an aqueons cleansing -

treatment on the day previous to the present
instance. ™

We need pood translators at this trial -
- not from English to Filipino or some other
language, but from English 1o English: from
the English that lawyers spout, to the English
that we plain folks can actually understand.

Thankiully, that need 1s being addressed
by any number of TV-friendly lawyer® and
legal experts hired by the major stavons to
annotate the trial on a daily basis. Almost
as much as the witnesses themselves, they
have helped us to make sense of what appears

PRESIDENT ARROYOQ’S INAUGURAL SPEECH

IN ALL humility, I accept the presidency
of the Republic.

1 do so with both trepidation and a sense
of awe.

Trepidation, because it is now, as the
good book says, a time to heal and a time
to build. The task is formidable, and so |
pray that we will all be one, one in our
priorities. one in our values and commit-
ments and one because ol Edsa 2001.

Sense of awe, because the Filipino has
done it again on the hallowed ground of
Edsa.

People power and the *‘one-ness'" of will
and vision have made a new beginning pos-
sible. | cannot, therefore, at this point, but

PRES. ARROYO

recall Ninoy Aquino’s words:

**] have carefully weighed the virtues and
the faults of the Filipino, and | have come
to the conclusion that he is worth dying
for."'

As we break from the past in our (uest
for a new Philippines, the unity, the Filipino’s
sense of history. and his unshakable faith
in the Almighty that prevailed in Edsa "86
and Edsa 2001 will continue to guide and
Inspire us.

| am certain that Filipinos of unborn gen-
erations will look back with pride of Edsa
2001, just as we look back with pride to
Mactan, the Katipunan and other revolts,
Bataan and Corregidor, Edsa '86 and Edsa
2001.

| am certain that pride will reign supreme
as they recall the heroism and sacrifices
and prayers of Jaime Cardinal Sin, former
Presidents Corazon Aquino and Fidel Ramos,
the legislators who fought the good fight in
Congress, the leaders whose principles were
beyond negotiation, the witnesses in the im-
peachment trial who did not count the cost
of testifying, the generals in the Armed Forces
and the Philippine National Police, and the
Filipino out there who stood up to be counted
in these troubled times

The Filipino, crises and all, is truly worth
living and dying for

But pray, where do we po from here?

Jose Rizal., the [lirst to articulate sell
determination in 4 free society, provides the
answer,

Rizal counseled the Filipino to lead u
life of commitment. He must think national,
go beyond self

A stone is worthless, Rizal wrote, 1l it
is not part ol an edifice.

We are the stones, and the Philippines
is our edifice.

On many occasions | have given my views
on what our program of government should
be. This is not the time or place Lo repeat
them all. However, | can tell you that they
converge on four core beliefs.

1. We must be bold in our national am-
bitions, so that our challenge must be that
within this decade, we will win the light
against poverty.

2. We must improve moral standards in
government and society, in order to pro-
vide a strong foundation for gpood gover-
nance.

3. We must change the character of our
politics, in order to create [ertile ground
for true reforms. Our politics of personality
and patronage must give way Lo a new politics
of party programs and process ol dialogue
with the people.

4. Finally, 1 believe in leadership by ex-
ample. We should promote solid traits such
as work ethic and a dignilied lifestyle,
matching action to rhetoric, performing rather
than grandstanding.

The first of my core beliels pertain Lo
the elimination of (poverty). This is our un-
finished business from the past. It dates back
tol he creation of our Republic, whose seeds
were sown in the revolution launched in
1896 by the plebeian Andres Bonifacio, Tt
wus an unfinished revolution, for to this
diy, (poverty remains our national prob-
lem). We need to complete “*what Andres
Bonifucio began. The ultimate solution to
(poverty) has both a political and un eco-
pomie aspect. Let me fiest talk about the
political aspect

In doing so, ! will refer (o one ol my

to be a terribly convoluted chain of events,
accounts, identities, and subterfuges--certainly
convoluted enough not to require any more
complications from the language of those
seeking to unravel this chain.

And it 1sn't just the English we need to
waorry about. When someone asked me what
I though of the language of the impeach-
ment trial, | said that it was, to me, a perfect
argument for bilingualism in education, since
some of us apparently need to brush up on
our English, And others on our Filipino.

Observe the Cebuano Chief Justice
Davide's discomfort with Filipino, a region-
ally-determined but understandable bias
shared, no doubt by many on the prosecu-
tion panel themselves, who represent con-
stituencies from all over the archipelago. If
they're unwilling or unable to use Filipino,
fine; but one privately wishes that, given
this stance, they be as politically and pho-
netically Muent in the only other alterna-
tive. English.

Amusing (and occasionally torturous) as
this exercise may be, let's not forget that
the bottom line of all language and linguis
tic transactions is communication, and that,
all things considered, Filipinos have miracu-
lously understood one another at the Senate
trial

Whether in English’ or  Filipino,
nagkakaintindihan naman. The trial's lin-
guistic high point may have been reached
during the direct testimony of Emma Lim,
who consistently answered, in the best Filipino
she could muster, questions thrown to her
in the best English her examiner could muster
No one had to pause to belabor a question
of language -- except when Emma corrected
her cross-examiner Estelito Mendoza's Fili-
pino in the famous kinakain/iniinom exchange.

And that's the supremely important thing,
beyond grammatical correctness, formal fe-
licities, and polished accents. Substance can’t
be allowed to take the back seat Lo style.
Rather than dismiss the trial as a linguistic
circus (although we could dismiss it for other
infirmities), it might yet be a triumph of
communication, a reminder of how we Pinoys
might have a hundred languages between
and among ourselves, but can yet be uader-
stood by one another, if we put our minds
and our tongues (o it. )

And it's also an emphatic demonstration
of how simple and clear the truth can often .
be and how it will find a way out, despite
anything and everything the lawyers might
say and do. (CyberDyaryo)

core beliefs, that of the need for new polities.
Politics and political power as traditionally
practiced and used in the Philippines are
among the roots of the social and economic
inequities that characterize our national prob-
lems. Thus, "to achieve true reforms, we
need to outgrow our traditional brand of
politics based on patronage and personal-
ity. Traditional politics is the politics of the
status quo. It is a structural part of our
problem

We need to promote a new politics of
true party programs and platforms, of an
institutional process of dialogue with our
¢itizenry. This new politics is the politics
of penuine retorm, It is a structural part of

(Page 11, please)
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TRIUMPH OF SMALL THINGS

AKBAYAN INCHES ITS
WAY TO THE BIGTIME

*“IT IS the best and worst

of times, " according 1o Dr

Walden Bello, Secretary
General of the Akbayan!
citizens  Action  Group
"Worst, because our

country's Iragile democracy
158 now bemg threatened by
anti-democratic governance at
the heart ol
ruption and incompetence in
Mualacanang

is sitnation allows us

which is cor

Best because
s ¢
Lhe with

1o Lngage syslem

our oawn propositions ol
povernance

Bello™s
presented at the Ist repular
of Akbavan!, u
fledgling political party, held
in Marikina on Junuary 9 and
10, The congress, which wius
keynoted by lormer Naga
City major Jesse Robredo,

dSSESsment Wius

CONEress

was attended by delegates
from different provinces

From 10,000 members
during its founding in Feb-
ruary 1998, Akbayan! Now
boasts of 80,000 members
coming from 56 provinces,
representing all sectors and
all walks of life

““Today we are truly a
party of the people,”” Bello
said on January 9.

Belo noted that with the
elections coming up and the
Philippine government shuken
up by the impeachment trial
ol President Estrada, some
would say this is the best
time 1o move into the ""main
stream’”. But he thinks oth
erwise: "'l say we move
apainst the stream, strive (o
change it, or, at the very
least, not be content with it,
because the ‘mainstream’ 1s
nothing but the site ol tra-
ditional and personalistic
politics, '

THE TRIUMPH OF
SMALL THINGS

Indeed, there is nothing
“mainstream”’ ahoul
Akbayan! Barely three-years
old, the party, led by veter
ans in organizing und devel
opment work, has been touted

as “'the party that will even
tually change the landscape
of  Philippine politics
Founded only in 1998 when
Akbuayan participated in the
Tirst party-list elections, 1l
won one seal in Conpress,
garnering 500,000 votes
Whether its members are
rappelling from a ly-over o
rully
Senators

voree their discontent
ing 1n lfront of

|"‘-|'I(I|ll‘\ Or \ll.ll'\‘.]“' II'I'

COngeress with %
ARbayan has defimtely made
waves and
about what want
Philippine politics and gov

ernment o he

CXPOSC

has heen vocul

it does not

Its party-list representa
tive, Congresswuorman Lorelti
Ann Rosales, a Lirst-himer in
congress, quickly stirred he
waters ol palronage |1I'|I|.'JL'\
in the lower house 1t
Rosales who exposed the
pavola on the Omnibus Power
Bill, when she returned
PS500,000 1n cash which al
legedly came from the of-
fice of the majurity [loor
leader, Cong. Feliciano
Belmonte, even il she voted
against the mll. Those who
voted for the bill allegedly
got more, and did not bother
returning the money.

““Over the last three years,
Akbayan has shown how a
young organization with lim-
ited resources can expand the
meaning ol democracy by
engaging various levels ol
government, Irom the
burangay to the House ol
Representatives to the na-
tional povernment, '’
Akbayan statement read

“*We have proven that a
discerning electorate, even
just a small slice of it, can
elect worthy and competent
leaders and thus make 4 dent
an patronage politics. We
shown how law-
maker cun set the standards
for integrity and competence
traditional

Wis

an

have ane

in 4 buastion ol
politics
Relerring to
organization's  picket ol
houses and ollices ol mem
Bers ol the senite. AKbayan

the

sard, “*Lately. we have dem
onstrated how one picket can
break the complacency and
pierce the arrogance of pow

erful politicians. We
shown, most of all,

collectivity [sie] of ordinary
citizens can define
tualize a ot
governance,"” sad the stite
ment which what
it ealled ““the trivmph of small

havy
lhow

and ac
Vision pood

deseribed

hings

Ax the natron s thrust
duark
and, an elleet, hrings, hope
Vole,
weapon ol change

Into
times, Akbuayan sees,
One then, can he &
Dne volce
can sound
Lhe all One
party, no matier how small

difference,” it

raased o protest
discontent ol
can mike a

added
THE TRIUMPH OF
JESSE ROBREDO
Among the many "'(ri
umphs of small things™ that
Akbayan recopnizes in Nags
City and its former mayor,

Jesse Robredo. Although
Robredo, a Ramon
Magsaysay Awardee flor
povernment service, 18 not

an  official  member "ol
Akbayan, his work in Naga
exemplifies the progressive
governance that Akbayan
envisions

In his keynote address,
Robredo shared stories of his
successes and failures in
Niaga. To Robredo, an ad-
vocate ol local autonomy,
“development is local, and
the the nation,
whether it be in the economic
or political context, is largely
a mirror of what is happen
me in parts of the
cauntry

state ol

maosl

Robredo asserted that “'h
is in the where
appertunities lor change and
reform abound.” He elabo
rated: 'The problems are
more delined. Although al
ways inadequate, resources
can be channeled to where
they can be most productive
Becuause ouf-

local urena

and benetieral
comes dre more visithle and
less

measurable, bmage 1y

by AYA FABOS

important than substance. The
political dynamics are less
muddled and political 1deolo-
pies matter only as lar as
they address the real prob-
lems ol the constituency. A
few good men, with the best
intentions and armed with the
minimum logistical support,
can battle and make a
difference. ™

Former Mayor Robredo
has, indeed, made a differ-
ence in Naga. The city has
heen transformed Irom a
dispirited locality riddled with
problems that starting from
the lack ol services,
inadequate jobs wnd bad tral-

do

basic

fic, to & dynamic place
Investments have sprouted
all over a better-planned and
better-manaped business dis-
trict, greatly improving
employment levels Together
with a murked improvement
in basi¢ service provision,
annual 1nmecomes
creased -- the average fam-
ily income ol Naga residents

have in

is more than double that ol
the average Lamily i the
Bicol region und over 40%
higher than the national
averape

MASS ACTION: Akbayan in thick of protests.

CRRT P

In his speech, Robredo
insisted that he should not
take all the credit for Naga's
stiecess, A lot of friends
have commended me for
making the city what it is
now, But i all candor, | must
tell you that I did not build
Naga -- the Naguenos did
I at all, 1t was Naga which
made me and not the other
way around.’” Robredo said
He described the city's suc-
cess as a4 litting  testimo-
nial 1o our fuith and confi
dence in a4 democratic soci-
ety where people and gov-
ernment actively engape with
cach other in lorging a col-
leetive decision.”’

Naga's experience, smd
Robredo, “faffirmed our
beliel that our people, given
the chance, are in lact, the
most effective partners in our
guest Lo improve their lot. ™
And this, he said, 1s exactly
“what Akbayan means and
stands lor, ™

Akbayun plins to chal-
lenge formidable contenders
in the pariy-list arena in the
Muy 2001 clections und prove
that “*Philippine polities is no
longer & monopoly of the elite

and the well-financed clec-
toral machineries of tradi-
tional politicians."”

Akbayan has added 1s
voice to the clamor for
national transformation and
renewal. According o its
statement, the group seeds

not only a change in the
presidency. but substantive
reforms in the institutions of
governance, in the policies
and principles that direct the
course of our economy, in
the laws and structures that
perpetuate poverty and injus-
fice In our society."

“"We pledge our efforts to
repudiate corrupt, incompe-
tent and unprincipled politi-
cal leadership -- in the polls,
in Congress, in the streets,
in every arena where we can
make our presence felt. We
renew our commitment 1o
build the competent, account-
ahle and democratic govern-
ment we all want and
serve as a people.”’

A tough job, but some-
hody has to do it - and soon
Ax the party battle-cry goes,
" Bagong pulitika ngayon na!
Akbayan, panahon na''’
(CyberDyaryo)

de-



CAGAYAN DE ORO
CITY — Senate President
Aquilino Pimentel, Jr. will
test the waters of his politi-
cal hold in this scaport capital
come May elections this year
with his son running for the
hotly contested mayoral seat
here.

The struggling Partido ng
Demokratikong  Pilipino
(PDP), a pre-martial law
opposition political party
founded by Pimentel, has
decided to Tlield Aquilino
“Koko™ Pimentel 111, for
mayor in Cagayan de Oro
City.

The young Pimentel, a bar
topnotcher the only
political heir apparent ol
Senate President Aquilino
Pimentel Jr.. was originally
groomed for the lone con

and

gressional distriet of Cagayan
de Oro City

Obviously, a change of the
game plan has taken place
this week after the PDP failed
to endorse a stronger cand)-
date who will challenge the

incumbent mayor here.
Former Mayor Pable
Magtajas, an undealeated
mayor of Capayan de Oro
City for three conseculive
terms  (1987-1998)., an-
nounced with finality that he
is not running for mayor this
year lor health reasons
Earlier, the local PDP
political party banked on
Magtajas as the only candi
date with a greater chance
of winmng the mayoralty race
in Cagayan de Oro City
With the
Magtajas, the PDP here now
wants Lo infuse new generi

absence ol

tion of politicians with the
young Pimentel as the stan
dard

Cagdayanons,

bearer

however
I..'.V\I‘fc\‘\t.‘t.l reservation ol
“Koko™

iy as o winnable candidate

Pimentel’s capahil

the
have yeo Lo

Foremost, young

Pimentel leamn
the so called “political (pub
lic) relations™
lacking ol his Atenedan ac
cent personality

now clearly
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‘BATTLE OF POLITICAL TWINS’

DIAZ

SEN. PIMENTEL

There ire insinations tal
“Koko™

on the |Hli|ltL.‘|1 strength, of

Pimentel s bunking

Senate President Pimentel hut

this perception s uncertain
Senate President
could
pertect'y elumm that he holds

In favl

Prmentel ot even

the electorate of Caguyun de
Oro City as other political
icons have done in the past
Proof is that in past elec
tions, Pimentel could nol land
on top of the political race
he was running in even in
his hometown of Cagayan de
Oro City and the rest of
Misamis Oriental.
In the 1998
however,. Pimentel top the
Senalorial race in

clections,

Misamis
Oriental with the help of the
Padayon Pilipino, an indig-
enous political party wiich
coulesced with Lapian Ng
Mamamayang Pilipino

(Lamp), whose candidutes

swept the local race via i

landslide wvictory

This year. Pimentel will
tace the same people who
inimaoted s ].-']\r ab a ume

whien s palitical career wias

gluspng heside the deathbed
No doubt,
ipdavan de Oro City Mayuor

Battle

neumbent
wepte Emano, o
carred politieal veteran, 18

prize trophy lor any po

litical challenger

Emano, titular head of the
P.lll;a}'un I.’”H‘.”iil. a teopy
cat”™ of Pimentel's PDP, won
the 1998 Mayoral race in
Cagayan de Oro City with
some 40,000 majority votes

Although Pimentel's group
have understandably tailored
a series of incriminating
political and legal issues
Emano, many be-
lieved that the elections will
be decided by the ballots —

againsit

nut on

By far. this year's may
oral race here will be a
“Battle of Political Twins”™
Emano and Pimentel
were both known (o be con
genital alhes in past electoral
battles

Ol course, hoth
and Pimentel have aces hid
But,

lgure, Lhe

ISSUCS

alnee

Emano

den under their sleeves
s 4 national
hurden of proof as to “who
holds the political Key of
Capayan de Oro City™ now
in the hands ol Senate
President Aquiline Pimentel,
Jr. (PNA)

rest

PRESIDENT ARROYO’S . . . «

the solution

We have long accepted the
need to level the paying field
in business and cconomics
Now, we must accept the need
to level the playing field in
politics as well. We have long
aspired to be a world class
economy. Now, we must also
aspire to develop world class
political system, one in tune
with the 2Ist century.

The world of the 2 Ist cen-
tury that our youth will inherit
is truly a new economy, where
relentless forces such as capi-
tal market flows and advances
in information and communi-
cations technology create both
peril and opportunity,

To tap the opportunities, we
need an economic philosophy
of transparency and privale
enterprise, for these arc the
catalysts (hat (nurture) the
entreprencurial spirit to be glo-
bally competitive.

To extend the opportunities
to our rural countryside, we
must create a modernized and
socially equitable agricultural
seclor.

To address the perils, we
must give a social bias to
batance our economic devel-
opm.nt, and these are embod-
jed in safety nets for sectors
affected by globalization, and
safeguards for our environ-
ment.

To ensure thal our gains are
not dissipated through corrup
tion, we must improve (moral
standards)
create fertile ground for good
governance hased on a sound
moral foundation, a philoso
phy of transparency, and an
ethics of effective implemen
tation

Considering the divisions ol

As we do so, we

will

toddiny, our comimitment
entall g lol ol sacrilices
us all, as work tao pestore Hhe
digmty and pre-eminence ol the
Filipino

Jorn me therelore as we
begin Lo tear down the wills
thar divade. Let us buld an
cdifice of peace, progress and
ceonomie stability

People power lis dramu

om page Y

lzed the Fihipana's capacity Lor
preal ness.

| sk Tor your support and
prayers. Together, we will liglt
the henling and
Hame

This we owe 1o the Philip
This we owe 1o every
Filipino

Thank you
pood Lord bless

cleansing

pnes

and muay the
us all

C. Stutz FERNANDEZ . . .

upon all patriotic citizens 1o
heed the call of the President
to work lor peacc and har
mony.

They say that time heals all
wounds. The melancholy fact,
however, i1s that some ol our
fellowmen are just aboul will
ing 1o forpet the pains they

cndured during the regime of
the ousted corrupl gavernment
but they are not, by any
divine spiril
forgive those mmions of the
carrupt
passed againsk their rights und
their
This is especially so, when

depree ol

leadership who Ires

sense ol decency

A CULTURE .

dicancy. But the effort must
begin now, In the home, par
ents should impart sohd civic
values to their children. And
citizens must do their share by
refusing 1o tolerate casual
forms of extortion such as long
collections by policemen and
demands for lagay by povern-
ment burcaucrals
Communists can initiate and
support programs for neighbor
hood children, such as day
care centers und the hike
Businessmen must also do their

e » (From page R)

shure by giving just Wapcs and
benelits 1o thei
While it may be years helore
uny mukes un
impact on gralt and corrup
tion, every Filipino
histher part in maKing the
country a better place, by
providing a good example For
the nubion’s children. (Andrea
Soco is a research associate
at the Institute on Church and
Social Issues of the Ateneo
de Manila University. --
CyberDyaryo)

empluyees
admimstration

must do

(From page 8)
through the “balimbing”™ me-
dium, ftradinional politicians
could shed oft their disrepu
tahle
be enamored to the new dis
pensution

leathers the soonest (o

tXr %y

A case inopoint is Sen
Tatad's eftort o
disown his tormer master by
coming up with a full page
advertisement (leaturing his
shameless fuee) enjoining Erap
10 “now confront his destiny
by listening to the voice ol the
people in the streets,”

We muy be Torced 1o throw
up with this big joke, but we
cunnot easily rorgive Tatad as
he played the role of prime
mover ol the atrocious motion
to bypuss Chiet Justice Hilario
Davide Jr., the presiding of
ficer of the impeachment tri
bunal, 1o block the opening ol
the bag of truth that would have
proven that Erap is corrupl

Francisco

Nolice Is

respectively

a document entitled

nolarial registry ol Ally
Page No 43, Book No

LEGAL NOTICE

heraby gven thal the estate ofl the late SPOUSES
CELESTINO DELANTAR NIERVA and JUANITA LASTRELLA
NIERVA,. who died on Decembar
has been exira judicially sellled among thelr heirs in
Extrajudicial Selllemenl Among Heirs of lhe
Eslale of the Deceased, Spouses Celestino Delantar Nierva and
Juanita Laslrella Nierva With Walver of Righls” entered inlo Ihe
Lrwin G
1X, Senes ol 2001

1988 and September 4, 1993,

Macalino bearing Doc No. 42,

WE FORUM
Jan. 22, 29 & Feb. 5, 2001

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice 15 hereby given that the eslale of the lale LAO MU! a.k.a.
EDDIE CHUA who died in Nueva Ecija on July 30, 1897 has been
exira judicially settled among his heirs In a document entitled “Ex-
fra-Judicial Selllement Among Helrs With Special Power ol Allor-
ney ' entered into the notarial regisiry of Ally, Heclor B. Cenleno
bearing Doc. No. 121, Page No. 25, Book No. |, Series ol 2001,

I WE FORUM
Jan. 22, 29 & Feb. 5, 2001

Hook No

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given ihal the estale ol the lale NAPOLEON
C. MANGONON and TRINIDAD DE GUZMAN MANGONON who
died on March 20, 2000 and Feb
extra judiclally setlled among Iheir helrs antared Into lhe nolarial
registry ol Ally Aurora Baulista with Doc. No. 113, Page No. 24,
22, Series ol 2000..

10, 1988, respeclively has been

WE FORUM
Jan, B, 15 & 22, 2001

Book No 1, Series ol 2001

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice Is hereby given thal the estate ol the lale DIEQOD CHICO
who died on November 18, 1998 al Gap#n Nueva Eclja, has been
exira judicially seltled among his heirs In a document entitled "Ex
\ta-Judicial Selllement Among Hews'" antered into the nolarial reg-
istry of Ally, Hector B Cenleno with Doc. No. 67, Page No. 14,

WE FORUM

Jan. 1 22 & 29, 2001
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NO GARBAGE
CRISIS YET,
BINAY ASSERTS

OWNPLAYING fears of a garbage crisis in the metropolis. Metro-
politan Manila Development Authority Chairman Jejomar C. Binay
said yesterday the garbage situation has not yet reached the stage
that it could be called a crisis. But there could actually be one -
- “in two or three days."

Speaking at yesterday's
Fernandina Forum at the
Ciudad Fernardina 1n
Intramuros. Binay reasoned
that the mounds of garbage
seen on the streets of Metro
Manila still include the
“‘backlogged’’ parbage from
Dec. 31 and Jan. 1, when
collection was slow due to
the holidays.

These, and the rest of
Metro Manila's wastes were
supposed to have been trans-
ported to the planned *‘in-
terim'’ landfill in Semirara
Island in Antique at the start
of the year, had it not been
for a temporary restraining
order issued by the Antique
regional trial court last Jan.
3.

VEHEMENT OPPOSI-
TION IN ANTIQUE

Residents of Antique and
even the nearby provinces
have vehemently shown their
opposition to the project that
Metro Manila was pinning its
hope on after the San Mateo
landfill closed. Because of
the court order, three barges
carrying garbage remained
anchored some 100 melers
off the pier in Semirara.

The MMDA had filed a
petition with the Court of
Appeals to annul the 20-day
temporary restraining order.
““We are hoping and pray-
ing that the CA would re-
solve the order issued by the
Antique court, Hopefully,
within ten days."" Binay said.

If and when that happens
Antiquenos would have to

deal with almost 6,000 tons
of daily trash .from Meiro
Manila whose residents have
resorted to simply throwing
their garbage on the streets
as collectors stopped doing
the rounds for lack of a
dumping ground.

NOT YET A CRISIS?

In spite of this, Binay told
the forum *'1 still insist that
it has not reached that pro-
portion that we can call il a
crisis,”” He said that local
governments are themselves
‘*doing their best'' to alle-
viate the problem. Besides,
some cities and municipali-
ties have their own dumps
to use, such as Quezon City,
which still uses the Payatas
dump.

But other cities don't have
dumps. And probably con-
sidering the huge volume of
trash produced everyday.
Binay finally conceded that,
‘‘Maybe two or three days
more, we could have a cri-
sis. "’

He, however, lamented
that city and municipal offi-
cials who had earlier agreed
to having their areas used
as possible alternative sites
have backed out for fear of
losing in the elections. Binay
added: '‘Garbage has now
become a political issue, ™'

However, the MMDA is
not taking this sitting down
Binay said they are in the
process of looking for other
alternative sites, disclosing
that one could be in opera-
tion in live days. He, how

declined to elaborate
on this new develcpment. He
told CyberDyaryo that
MMDA has *'other places o
turn to...in Metro Manila
among others. "’

ever,

Caloocan City Mayor
Reynaldo Malonzo admitted
they have resorted to *‘guer-
rilla’® tactics to solve the
city's garbage problem. Al-
though he refused to disclose
the said waste management
measures for fear of protests.
Malonzo said these are “'not
really harmful’® to the envi-
ronment.

IN DEFENSE OF
LANDFILLS

Meanwhile, company of-
ficials from RII Builders, one
of the contractors of the
project, tried to dispel nega-
tive notions of the public
about sanitary landfills, which
have been associated with the
likes of the infamous Smokey
Mountain, the San Mateo
Landfill, the Carmona land-
fill and the Payatas dump.

‘‘Landfilts should not
cause any alarm to anybody, "’
said pat Yuson, vice-presi-
dent of RII Buildings, say-
ing the landfill on Semirara
would, unlike earlier land-
fills, be one that is *‘engi-
neered, scientific, and state-
of-the art,"'

“Over the clay liner are
geo-membrane, or plastic
liner, complete with air vents
and a leachate collection
system. All the environmen-
tal saleguards that a samtary
landfill should have, " he said
of the planned site in
Semirara

Engineer Edmund Sese,

CANCER FACTS FOR MEN

MANY men die each
year from cancer - can-
cer of the lung, liver,
prostate gland, colon or
rectum and stomach.

According to the Phil-
ippine Cancer Society
(PCS), early detection
gives the hest chance to
be cured.

Updating the cancer
facts for men as of 1998,
the Manila Caner Regis-
try which is headed by Dr.
Adriano Laudico gave the
following updates’ on can-
cer:

Lung cancer kills more
men than any other can-
cer. It has claims about
8,474 deaths among male
every year. Most of those
men who died from lung
cancer smoke cigarettes.

MNo cigarette is safe,
Don’t smoke specially if
you work with asbestos or
other toxic materials.
Can't quit yet? Smokes
less, especially low tar and
nicotine cigarettes or stay
away from people who
smoke,” the PCS said.

Liver cancer, the sec-

ond leading cancer among
men, increases at age 40,
and it is more common in
arcas where hepatitis B
virus is prevalent.

There is an estimated
5,249 new liver cases and
of the 4,403 deaths yearly,
3,906 were male.

Other factors implicated
in 'iver cancer are heavy
alcohol consumption, pro-
longed intake of foods, nuts
and grains with aflotoxin,
and other chemical cancer-
causing agents.

Prostate cancer, the
third leading cause of can-
cer among men increase
markedly- after age 5S5.
There is an estimated 2,026
new cases and 588 deaths
yearly.

Among the signs and

-symptoms of prostate can-

cer include, painful or
burning urination, blood in
urine, and inability to uri-
nate or difficulty in start-
ing.

Stomzch cancer, the
sixth leading cancer among
men, may be linked to diet;
excessivz consumption of

salty smoked or pickled
foods. :

There is an estimated
2,563 new cases yearly and
1,511 deaths among male.
Incidence of stomach can-
cer rise at age 50.

Colon and rectum can-
cer, on the other hand,
often strikes men over age
S0 and over. There are
about 2,963 cases a year,

Most likely, men who
develop colon and rectum
cancer have ulcerative
colitis, have family mem-
ber with colon or rectum
cancer or members with
polyps in the colon or
rectum.

To lower the risk of
cancer, the PCS advised
men to have proper health
habits and a diet rich in
vitamins and mineral from
green leafy vegetables and
yellow fruits,

The PCS along with the
Department of Health
(DOH), also welcomes
question, no matter how
small adding that “getting
an answer is one of the
hest ways to protect your-
self”. (PNA)

vice chair of RII Buildings
expressed hope that the plan
would push through, saying
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources,
through- the Environmental
Management Bureau, has
accepted an '‘environmental
management plan,’” submit-
ted by his company for the
issuance of an Environmen-
tal Certificate of Compliance.
Sese told CyberDyaryo: "'l
don't sec the reason why we
wouldn't be issued an ECC
because we'll do what the
EMB tells us to do."’
When asked about a pos-
sible environmental disaster
that might occur when gar-

bage and its toxins are spilled
into the sea (especially dur-
ing typhoons), Binay ex-
pressed much confidence in
the contractors’ supposed
“*track record.”’ Asked again
about possible accidents,
Binay instead urged people
to ‘‘look at the positive side,™
saying these are only pure
speculations (agam-agam).
Yuson said, ‘'The only
solution is landfill,"" because
incineration has been banned
by the Clean Air Act.
Malonzo was in favor in
amending the said law. *'If
I'm asked, it has to be
amended. There are provi-
sions in that law like incin-

eration that should be allowed
first by the government for
about five years,'' he said
reasoning that some countries
like Japan use incineration
Because of the ban, harmful
hospital wastes are mixed
with the regular garbage,
which poses serious health
threats to people, he added.
Speaking along the same
line, Binay said the MMDA
has a pending letter to the
sponsors of the Clean Air Act
secking clarification on the
definition of incineration. Hé
said there are really hazard-
ous wastes, like hospital
wastes, that need (o be
burned. (CyberDyaryo)

GARBAGE PILE: Stinking problem.
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