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MORE WITNESSES
VS. ESTRADA
AS VIOLENCE

EXPLODES

% HAT could be more
violent than a boy of

Ji three losing his leg to
one of those stupid,
senseless bombings, not
knowing that his father
who was with him at the
train station had been
blasted to kingdom
come? « An editorial

report by ERIC
. S. GIRON

BOMBER: Suspect Mohammad Guinololongan alias Abu Zainal with PNP General Jewel Canson. (Today)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities Ehind
i yressed areas

®

Y

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
litle better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

vAG
L S

e

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only @ source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

- -
) Philjppine Amusement & Gaming Corporation

Responding through Responsible Gaming

*
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VIOLENCE
EXPLODES

by ERIC S. GIRON

HAT could he more vialent than a boy of
three losing his leg to one of those stupid,
senseless bombhbings, not Kknowing that his
father who was with him at the train sta-

tion had been blasted to Kingdom come?
Violence exploded shortly after the blessed
season from the five serial bombings within an

hour from high

Twi members ol he
Makiin police bomt
unit were

disposal
carrving a bomb
|'-!-n;\‘-| near Dusit Howel an

Makatr 1o
nearby

deluse 1l ut a
eImply gas statron
when it exploded, Killing one
instantly while the other died
at the

The explosion of bombs

haospital

ab g traln coach,
Pliaza

4 bus, the
airport,
Manila and the gas
imitially killed 14 persons.
who rose to 18, and finally
22 s Lhe l‘.ld'l:\' wounded
maimed and those who had
inhalated deadly Tumes even
tually succumbed. At
96 wounded

Ferguson in
statyon

least
remain under
treatment in hospiuals
Such a chaotic situation
would not  exist il the
couprtry s leader 18 on top ol
the situation, Bul with Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada lacing
impeachment charges of
bribery, gralt and corruption,
betrayal of public trust and
culpable violation of the
Constitution,
tuken

disorder has
over
Those persistent strect
and  occasional
scullles with the police have

marches

given red-leaning destabi
lizers impetus Lo Jomenl o
messy siltation in a campaign
to force President Estrada to
quit the top post

How can the President
make his show of gift-giv
ing to the poor in the city
slums convincing when he
ive multimillion
mansions for each ol
his mistresses? While the bull
has to be taken by the horns
i order to ameliorate the
Estrada
simply emulated his prede-
cessor by abandoning his

maintains
peso

situation, President

noon on Rizal Day, the mauling

afficial duties
Lrip Lo

ind taking a
barnstorm Filiptnoe
n the US East

West Coasts

SANTIAGO
OUTBURSTS

vommaiumiics
and

Television viewers gave a
reliel that Miriam
Suniugo was nol

\Il.']] (1]
Delensor
President when she
ran lor Lhe ufler
seeing the Tury shie displayed

elected

'.\1\\1'_:“1]

Ihree
spectators at  the
Senate impeachment trial ol
looking at her **
tive wav'' when
questioning 4 woman Liwyer
WILNess

when she acdused

pallery

1 |1r OVOCU

she was

Santago went farther by
berating Reps, Rotl Golez and
Heherson Alvarez Tor defend-
ing Dante Jimenez, Bettini
Araneta Aboitiz and Rosanna
lNuazon: Fores who, she smd,
Senale rules by
\l.‘llldlll; up and staring at
her provocatively

The trio explained they
stood up Lo get a beller view

violated

of the proceedings because
their view
Sanuago charged 11 was a
constitutional violation for
any House member or senu

i post barred

tor to appear as counse] and
file a pleading before a court
or any agency analogous (o
a4 cuurlt

Suntingo was willing (o
reconsider her move (o ban
the three while the trinl was
ongoing. But the
jected her offer on the pround
thul they were unnecessar
ily humiliated by Santiago

three re

Sanuiago declared then
“‘the spirit of reconsideration
wis not reciprocated by the
parties"” and that the media
went on o “leeding Irenzy

of a Senate bus driver after he parked his vehicle
in front of the Senate building, people with nothing
hetter to do picketing in front of the Senate while
the Estrada impeachment trial is in session making
a racket that disturbs the proceedings, a woman

senator going hallistic over three persons
gallery whom she suspected were staring at

“in provocative way."
igainst me personally,” en
ing It w il her deersion
but that of 1he Senate  m
pedchment court

Santimgo’s reswdence m the
UP Village
invaded by
who

Wit s :L‘L'L‘T]!F_\

do Tt group
banged on her iron
Although she calted the
itharities who

men 1o

gatlcs
sent poliee
puard aguimsi
Onstrilors

dem
pickets conlinue
parading 1n
liouse

ANTI-ESTRADA BOMB

The Estruds impeachment
trial took u trn when
the prosecution elicited thin
resigned Philippine Stock
Exchange investigator Ruben
Almadro reveated President
Estrada was awsre that Best
World Resources president

Iront ol her

New

Dunte Tan supposedly bribed
former PSE chairman Per
fecto” Yasay to c¢lear hum
Almadro testilied the
President was visibly dejected
when thelr investigalion es
tablished that Tan
minded the scam involving
11 brokers. “*What Dante told
me was that he already fixed
Yiasay,"" the
making a
thumb and

muster

sawd
with

Preswdent
Pl'\" SEnN
forelinger

Almadro expressed shock
thit the President and ““chiel
enforcer of the Wils
telling him that s Triend had
bribed a |1|J|‘|]L' oflictal and

liws

he took no action against the
bribe-giver nor the
tuker, ™

hribe

The PSE complinnce and
surveillance group's lormer
chiel Almiadro he and
former PSC chuairman
Luis Yulo had met with the
President at Malucanan last
Feb, 14 after wrapping up

sanid
lose

in the
her

the BW investigation (o re
port on the him

However iter bhe had
cxpl aned the resalt o Lhe
\I'I'I-'- .;|~..-

his elanfcatioms on the re

resulis o

probe dand mide

Estrada 1n
ould ot have

porl, President
sosted thit Tan ¢
committed what he was g

ctised ol
DEFENSE
I'he delense panel assured
among their 20 witnesses, the
Chiet
Chairman

WITNESSES

testimonies ol Police
Panhilo |
Alice
and a jueteng vperator

!nl’..n”_\

SO,
Reves ol the ]*.I!_'l_lll'
“will
dismiss the earlier
testimonies of Sinpson (Hocos
Sur Gov. Luis Chavit) and
several witnesses'™ ol the
prosceution Delense
Raymond Fortun blamed the
prosecution [or imsisting the
Delia Rajas who works for
the mother of Charlie (Atong)
Ang is the same woman who
went to Land Bank (Shaw)
with Eleuterio Tan to with

draw P130 million
MISREPRESENTATION?

IWYVEerT

The defense panel sought
Lo prove jisrepresentation i
the presentation of Witnesses
with double identities Lo trace
the tragl of the P130 million
COIMITIsS o0 .1”1‘_\'.(\”_\ asked
hy President Joseph Estrada
Irom the Hocos Sur share ol
LODUCCO excIse txes amount
ing to P200 million

Cashier M Caridad
Rodenas of Land Bank (Shaw
Bouwlevard) identificd
Elcuterio Dehia Rajas
and Alma Allaro as clients
who hod transhetions with her
bank  The trio who opened
multimillion-peso ink depos
s with the Land Bank were
identified as employes ol

Tun,

Charlie (Atong) Ang Dby
Hocos Sur Gov, Luis (Chavit)
Singson, Smeson elinmed the
money came from the tobaceo
CXUINC
Casluer Rodenas testibied
Rajas deposited and withdrew
PsO millon from the P200
million released by the De
Budger and
August 19,
Allare each
-l;!l_’m'if u P40 mulhion account
Delense lawyer Sieglried

LaXes

Il.l[lﬂ]\'ll| ul
Munagement

1998, Tan and

Fortun said Singson used
dummies to withdraw the
questioned accounts of real
employees of Along Ang but
are not the same persons who
transacted bank business with
cashier Rodena

Rodena
identily Delia Rajas because
she filled up several docu
ments al the hank, Rodeny
was shown o xerox copy ol

said she could

(Next page please)




the ID used by Rajas in
opening an account,

Prosecutor Fortun said
delia Ruajas was at that time
in the gallery of the Senate
courtroom and asked witness
Rodenas to stand up and sce
if she could identify Rajas
from the women in the gal-
lery. Rodenas did as told and
scrutinized the faces of all
the women present in the
gallery. She went back to her
seal saying she could not find
her among the crowd.

Lawyer Fortun asked
Delia Rajas surlaced and was
sworn in. She identified
herself the cook for the past
ten years of Catalina Ang,
mother of Atong Ang. She
said she was drawing P2,000
a month from Mrs. Ang for
her services. She presented
an Actna health card with her
photo to prove her identity.
It did not bear her signature,

But when she was asked
to produce samples of her
signature by lawyer Fortun,
the signatures were found
identical with those of the
Delia Rajas on the document
presented

But Rajas said she was nol
at the Land Bank on Aug
28, 1999 because she had just
given birth and was resting
in the Ang house in
Mandaluyong

Rajas said she did nor
know Eleuterio Tan nor Alma
Alfaro when shown a com
puter printout of the supposed
Tan. Rajas was conceded Lo
be telling the truth. So was
Rodenas. The Delia Rajas
that Rodenas referred to
withdrew money from th:
Land Bank which Singson
alleged to be jueteng pro-
ceeds

Prosecutor Eduardo
Nachura said ihe defense
presentation of cook Ratas
was nol i surprise because
Singson used a similar strat-
egy in passing ofl the photo
of Ang's brother-in-law Vic-
tor Tan Uy as Eleuterio Tan

Prosecutor Oscar Moreno
said despite the obvious effort
to mislead the witness, Ms

Rodenas was not misled
hecause she did not point oul
the Delia Rajas she knew who
opened a Land Bank account
from the pallery

L] L] L]

““CONSPIRACY" BY
CLUB, BANK HIT BY
ESTRADA

President Joseph Estrada
angrily denounced a “‘con-
spiracy” between the Makat)
Business Ciub and Equitable
PCl Bank in pressuring his
downfall and removal as head
of state by the c¢lub’s
Guillermo Luz.

The bank's vice president
Willrido Vergara conlirmed
the bank’s run to ‘‘some
degree’ as P3.2 billion
deposits were withdrawn ever
since the Estrada impeach
ment trial opened last month
Makati Business Club head
Ricardo Romulo took over
as bank chairman in lieu ol
George L. Go, who resigned
from the country's third
largest bank 30 percent ol
which the Go family controls.

Go said in an nterview
he had been in hiding for a
month now, Vergara said he
didn' think so. Bangko
Sentral ng Pilipinas Gov
Rafael Buenaventura Jdeclared
Equitable PC1 Bauk does not
seem in trouble resorting Lo
a sccondary reserves, The
bank has P254 8 hillion assets
and P45.47 billion paid-up
capital.

Buenaventura denied cen-
tral bank pressure for Equi
table PCl Bank to stop as
sisting the prosecution at the
Estrada impeachment (trial

Equitable has handed over
to the Senate tribunal docu
ments on the PS00-million
trust account under the as
sumed name "'Jose Velarde™
which the bank's senior vice
president and irust officer
Clarissa Ocampo said she
witnessed President Estrada
sign on Feb. 4, 2000 at
Maualacanan while sitting (o
this left at the roundrable

Bank lawyer Manuel
Curato who sat to Ocampo’s

Heclor B
Saries ot 2001

Islry ol Ally
Book No. 1

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given Ihal Ihe estale of Ihe lale DIEGO CHICO
who died on November 18, 1998 al Gapan Nueva Ecija, has been
exira judicially setiled among his heirs In a document enlilled "EXx-
Ira-Judicial Seltlement Among Heirs
Cenleno with Doc. No

entered into the notarial reg
67, Page No 14

WE FORUM

Jan, 15, 22 & 29, 2001

died on March 20

registry ol Ally
Book No 22, Sarnes ol 2000

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice s hereby giwen thal tha eslale ol the fale NAPOLEON
C. MANGONON and TRINIDAD DE GUZMAN MANGONON who
2000 and Feb
extra [udicially settled among their helrs enlered into [he notarial
Aurora Baulista with Doc. Na. 113

10, 1988, respectively has been

FPage No, 24

WE FORUM

Jan. 8, 15 & 22, 2001
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“olfered (o

BLAST VICTIM

left
mony
signed
Vergara,

Equitable PC1 Bank sub-
mitted documents on a P1.2
billion current and savings
account I'rcm which a PS00-
million check was withdrawn,
A P142-million Jose Velarde
cneck used in paying lor the

‘Boracay Mansion’ in New
Muanila Tor an Estrada
now with the Sen

corroborated her testi-
that the President

the name Jose

mis
Lress: 18
ale

The prosecutors averred
the testimony of the two bank
officials and the documents
used prove the President's
wealth was all-gotten and was
used to fund a lavish lifestyle
for himsell and his mis-
ITESSES,

ACCOUNT
“COVER-UP"

Documents tor a
million frust account ante-
dated Feh, 4, 2000 were
signed by the President’s
friend Jaime Dichaves (a
businessman) Dee. 13 in the
Makati Estrada
lawyer Estelito Mendoza,
Clarissa Ocampo testified
Senate President Aquilino
Pimentel Jr. said the bank
had submiwed to the courl
documents relating to an
alleped attempt to cover up

PSO0)-

office of

President Estrada’s ownership
ol the P500-million trust
account

Ocampo sind the arrange-
ment lell through because the
principal (President Estrada)
did not sign the letter autho-
rizing the transler of lunds
ta Dichaves. Ocampo and Go
separately denied Equitable
PCIl Bank's part in the at-
templ Lo cover up.

Sen. Raul Roco questioned
\\-'II\ [hl‘ (ll\l.IHIIL'IH\ were nol
sipned in Malicapan but in
the ofhce of i.l\\'l\_'i‘]' Estelito
Mendoza and the bank man
agers should expluin. Atfter
Mendoza was linked ot he
alleged attempt 1o transier
ownership of the aecount, he

quit  as
President's counsel

Howe ¢r. Mendoza wa
prevailed upon by the Presi-
dl..'ﬂl o remain a* h law
yer. Clarissa Ocampo. a
classmate of Mendez. ‘s
daughter at St Scholziica
College, testilied when she
and hen Equitable bank chiir
man George Go were L/ meel
businessman Jaime Dichaves,
the meeling took place in
Mendoza's Makan

Alter  the meeting,
Dichaves and Go asked il
they could use Mendoza's
office to talk over something
Il there were any cover-up,
Mendoza said most ol thie
documents there would have
been signed Dec. 11 at the
bank and rot in his office

Mendoza maintained de-
fense lawyer Jose Flami-
niano's assertion that the
stuterments of Ocampo and
bank lawyer Mianuel Curato
on the Velarde account have
no bhearing on the articles of
impeachment and was the
reuson why they did not
cross-examine the
Lion

allhce

prosecil-
wilnesses
SINGSON'S LEDGER
Under detense scrutiny was
a ledger of Singson which he
said TL'|‘]'\"-1.‘HIC|'| three pereznl
ol the total
provinee from jueteng But he
could not explain why all 1he
lpures were rounded

collections per

l('i1_L‘L'T
ofl, He suid most ol the col
lections were brought by Cen
tral Luzon bigtime jucteng op
erator Bong Pineda who has
left Yor the United States

He said he did not person
ally see Pineda nor could he
explain what the imtials **RC™
on the ledper represented. The
P123 million deposited in his
account was withdrawn and
deposifed in various secounts
hy the alleged jueteny auditor
Yolunda Ricutorie of President
Estradi. He said the amount
waound up in the President's
hands with carnings of casino
Fontainbleau which he said was
owned by Mr. Bstrada.

As 1o net collections,
Singson showed gross collec
tions of PS42.5 million He
P190. 3 million went fo
the President and P200 mil
lion 1o the President’s lawyer

sad

Edwird Scrupio

Lawyer Ma. Jasmin Buanul
was presented (o corraboriate
Singson, Ma
Ruflao
funneling ol
Fontanu
casino al the tormer Clark
The House proasecu

allegutions ol
Carmencitn ltiehon and
Cuolaveo an
jueteng funds anto
Alrhose
tors asked thal their Wilnesses
Singson, Lim, Itehon be spared
from ¢ourt suils an relation 1o
ey

allenses leshified on os

violations of the Constitution
fo estabhsh the putlt of Pres:
Estrada to lead o his
have (o do

hribery churge

dent
conviclion. Theso

wilth the and

jueteng money collections

The detense  lawyers
adapted a position inconsistent
with the President’s punlic
statement that he was willing
th festifly ana refute charges
him  Prosecution
spokesman Edmundo O, Reyes
Jr. said the President is "*hid-
ing hehind a constitutional right
for criminals, This is not &
criminal trial."’

The privilege apainst self-
mnerimination, the defense smd,
is i weapon of the arcused in
civilized society whicli he can
use o prevent the state au-
thorifies [rom using coersive
powers 1o extract stalements
from him in his own trial which
may be used to conviet nim

_SINGSON
THREATENED WITH
PLUNDER CHARGE
Defense lawyer Estelito
Mendoza reminded Tocos Sur
Gov. Luis Chavit Singson the
use of public money for o
purpose other than that which
it s intended  for s
malversation and makes him
liable for plunder

Singson claimed he with-
drew P170 million cash ad
vance approved by the provin
cinl board out of the P200
million tobacco excise tax shure
of Hocos Sur under Republic
Act 7171, gave P130 million
to President Joseph Estrada,
and invested the P40 million
balance in two flue-curing
barns.

arariisi

Singson reasoned out al the
Estrada impeachment trial he
wis merely l'nHﬂwitl}' the
President's instructions. An
illegal order i1s no excuse (o
spure onesell’ from lability.
detense  counsel  Estelito
Mendoza told Singson,

Asked who handed over the
money (o the President,
Singson claimed it was Charlie
(Atong) Ang, a Iriend of Mr
Estrada, with whom he
he went to the President's
residence on Polk Street an
Greenhills, San Juan, on Aug.
28, 199K, Singson's alfidavil
said he believed the delivery
wiis made because First Lady
Luisa Ejercito who met them
al the door thanked them

Al the Scnate hearing,
Singson had ¢lanned the P130
million
house of Ang

sald

wis counted at the

£ mother where

it was delivered by people [rom
the bunk. Singson insisted he
had browght some P70 million

of the PI130 million 1o the
President's home aller discuss
ing the wilh Anp.
Sen. Ramon Revilla pointed
aied oo mailhion pesas in PoLO00

maltier

Bills would weigh one Kilo and
P70
wihieh s oo heavy Lor om
Singson od
uetually
delivery ol the
ld by Ang
I Ang was nol tell
truth, Mendozi
then no money wis debivered
i Pulk Sireet

million almost 70 kilos

person o curry
mitted he did nol
wilness the
motey but was
ihoul 1l

ing the sl

INCONSISTENCIES

The prosecution cited in-
consistencies in Singson's tes-
timony, pausing in his answers
on his claim "t he collected
juecteng money [or the Presi-
dent on Luzon, that weakened
his credibility  ard  the
prosccution’s case

Singson rectified his cas
lier claim that he personully
delivered five million pesos
twice a month in an attache
case to Malacanan, saying 1l
wis his sccretary Emma Lim
who took the money o &
certain Malou (Florendo), said
to be the President’s secretary

Singson said the best col-
lectors in the illegal numbers
game jueteng in llocos Sur
were also the jueteng opera-
tors themselves.

The defense noted Singson’s
“*selective amnesia’® and hos
tility under cross-examination.
For instance, Singson claimed
having turped over to Yolanda
Ricaforte, whom he alleged
was the President’s auditor,
P123 million in *‘accumulated
deposits™ ol Ricalorte at
Equitable PCI Bank.

Defense lawyer Siglried
Fortun said Singson’s charges
are concocted and do not
actually exist

VELARDE ACCOUNTS
CLOSED

The questioned Jose Velarde
account with Egquitable PCI
Bank which prosecuting Rep
Joker Arroyo said had a P1.2
billion bulunce at one time, has
been emplied and closed. Who
closed the account and where
it went has not been
lished

Equitable PCI Bank senior
vice president Clarissa Ocampo
testified on Dec. 22 she saw
President Estrada who
scated to her right at the
roundtable in Malacanan sign
as "‘Jose Velarde'' a P5S00-
million management investment
Joan to Westrex Group Inc. of
his Triend, plastics entrepre-
neur William Galtchalian.

The wsccount had been
¢losed Dec. 5 for 13 days
belore businessman Jaime
Dichaves owned the account
Two days before, Rep. Arroyo
presented tot he impeachment
cour! # P142-million check
from another Velarde
account with Equitable which
was deposited as payment Lor
the Borucay Mansion in New
Manily, Quezon City for an
Estrada mistress

Massive
wlso noted by the Flr-\\n‘-.lll'lnn
lrom the Allied Bank occount
ol Kelvin
\I.I.\|'It'|.'l|_'\| assumed name ol
Estrada, The im
court may order

hulunces of

estah-

Was

Jose

withdrawnl was

Garcia, another
President
peiachment
forfeiture ol the
both suspicious accounts

A P46 . 35-million
issued Oct, 4, 1999 by Gov
crnor Singson (o First Ludy
Luisa  Ejercito’s  Citibiank
(Greenhills) account was troved

o William

check

Catehalian
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HE Paris-based Reporters Sans Frontiers
(Reporters Without Borders) has released
a report on journalists’ fight for press
freedom in the world.

The report said in year
2000: 26 journalists killed; 329
journalists arrested; 510 jour-
nalists threatened or harassed;
295 media censored, and 77
Journalists imprisoned,

Burma, China, Iran, and
Ethiopia are the largest pris-
ons for journalists in the world.

In comparison, in 1999,
there were: 36 journalists
killed; 446 journalisis arrested:
653 journalists threatened or
harassed; and 357 media cen
sored

In the year 2000, 26 jour
nalists were Killed while prac-
ticing their profession or for
their political opiniens, 329
werce iiffl'.\!L'ﬂ. _‘“l wWere: al
tacked or threatened and 295
media were vietims of ¢ensor
ship, As of Januvary 3, 200],
77 journalists were imprisoned
(¢compared to RS on January
1. 2000) for wanting to freely
practice their profession. Closc
to. one third of the world's
population 1s Living in coun-
tries without any press free-
dom,

Of this number, 22 jour
nalists were murdered because
of their work while the four
others died in attacks or bomb
explosions while they were
reporting, without it being clear
whether they were direct tar-
gets.

Eleven journalists were
murdered by rebel groups or
independence movements in
situations of armed conflict
against the government. This
was notably the case in Sierra
Leone where once again, three
journalists were killed by
Revolutionary United Front
rebels at war against the
Freetown government.

Similarly, in Sri Lanka (wo
reporters were Killed this year.
While their murderers have not
been identified, it seems thal
one of  them, Anton
Mariyadasan, was Killed by the
liberation Tigers of the Tamil
Eclam at war against the gov-
ernment,

The other journalist,
Myilvaganam Mimalrajun, who
regularly works for the BBC,
was investigating the activilies
of the Eclam People's Demo-
cratic Party, a Tamil move-
ment fighting with government
forces against the Tamil Ti
gers. In Colombia two jour-
nalists - Juan Camilo Restrepo,
directes of the community radio
station Galaxia Estereo, and

Gustavo Ruiz Cantillo, jour-
nalist with Radio Galeo -were
murdered by puramilitaries
from exireme right-wing groups
fighting against communist
guerrilla movements. Both
journalists had denounced the
corruption and violent meth-
ods of the pa:amilitary groups,

As the conflict becomes
more radical, journalists are
increasingly considered to be
“military objectives™, by both
guerrilla  movements  and
groups supported by the army.

In Spain, Jose Luis Lopez
de Lacalle, and
member of the regional edito:
rinl committee of the doily El
Munda ‘n Basque Country, was
assassinated on 7 May 2000,
This murder part ol a
series of inereastngly violent

chronieler

Wils

attucks against civilians by the
armed independence organiza
tion  Euskadi ta Askalusung
(ETA). Media and journalists
are repularly threatened or
eriticized on the “black fists”
published by movements close
1o ETA.

Four other journalists, all
in Asia, were Killed by maflia
groups or drug traffickers. In
Pakistan, for example, Soofi
Muhammad Khan, [rom the
daily Ummat, was shot dead
in Muy 2000 in the south of
the country. A few days later
police stated that they had
arrested the three murderers,
in particular Ayyaz Khattak,
a notorious drug trafficker. The
38-year-old journalist was in-
vestigating the criminal activi
ties of the local mafia impli
cated in the heroin trade,

In many countries impunity
remains the rule in cases of
murders of journalists. For
example, in Burkina Faso those
responsible for the murder in
December 1998 ol journalisi
Norbert Zongo have stull not
been punished.

When Reporters sans Fron
tiers  planned o wvisil
Quagadougou on the occasion
of the second annmiversary ol
his death, members ol the
organization were refused a
visa by the Paris embassy. The
only satisfying news in this
respect comes [rom Argentini
where, three years after the
murder of photographer Jose
Luis Cabezas, those responsible
have sentenced 10 life
imprisonment

Over hall the journalist
imprisoned in the world are

been
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in only four countries, The
largest prisons for journalists
are Burma (13 journalists in
prison), China {12}, Iran (9)
and Ethiopia (9). In China 12
journalists were piven heavy
prison sentences, usunlly for
“counter-revolutionary propa
ganda” or “subversive aclivi
ties™. Four of them have been
detained since the Peking re-
pression in the spring of 1989
Another journalist, WU
Shishen, with the Hong Kong
daily Express and the news
agency Xinhua, was sentenced
in 1992 to life imprisonment

In Iran two Journalists,
Hassun Yousseli EchKevart, ol
the monthly Iran-e-Furda, and
Khalil Rostumkhani, of the
Duily News, sre likely to be

sentenced 1o death, Both are
accused of bemg “mohuareh”
(fighters ngainst God) for
writing or distributing articles
which could undermine “na
tional security”

In other countries many
journalists were jatled in 2000,
often without any explanation
In the Democratic Republic of
Congo, lor example, 25 jour-
nalists were dewined at some
stage during the year,

In mosi they were
arrested by one of the nine
security services in charge of
“national security™. Some of
them were beaten up, mal-
treated or even whipped dur-
ing their detention in one of
the numerous prisons in
Kinshasa or other large towns

CUSES
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in the country

In Cuba, where three jour-
nalists are still in prison, 22
members of the press were
arrested in 2000, They are part
of the hundred or so indepea
dent journalists considered by
the authorities to be “counter
revolutionaries™ and who re-
main a favorite target of re
pression, *

Conditions of detention of
certain prisoners remain de-
plorable In Burma prison
authorities have refused medi
cal care for several journal
ists. San Sun Nweh started her
seventh vyear of detention in
her ten-square-meter cell in the
women's section of Insein juil
mn Rangoon
!Cn-}'\':rr sentence lor ™ -.pru;ui
g information harmlul to the

state™

She is serving a

Prison auwthorities have
refused her the
ireaiment she needs.
She is suffering from high
b kldlu‘l\'
Prisoners in her

repeatedly
medical

blood pressure and
infection
seclion are lorced Lo sil cross
legged on the ground with their
heads bowed Trom 6 a.m. every
day. Once a day, for 1S min-
utes, inmates are taken to the
“shower”™ where they are al-
lowed to talk

In Syria, two journalists in
prison have similarly been
refused medical treatment
Nizar Nayyoul, who worked
for the magazines Al-Huriyya
and Al-ma‘arifa, has been
detained since 1992, He is
suffering from serious diges-
tive problems, fractured ver
tebrue and deteriorating eye-
sight, and can no longer walk
without crutches. His state is
the result of repealed torture
throughout his detention.

Nearly 300 media were
censored or suspended in 2000,
primarily in Iran and Turkey
In a single year the lranian
courts, dominated by the con
servalives, have closed over
30 reformist publications. On
23 April they ordered the
suspension of nine dailies (1n-
cluding ‘Asr-e-Azadepan and
Fath), three weeklies and the
fortnightly Iran-e-Farda, [n a
communigue published by
IRNA, the official news
apency, the courts uffirmed that
closure of these newspapers
had been decided to “allay the
concerns of the people, the
Islamic republic guide and the
cleries™.

In Turkey the RTUK, the
broadcasting regulatory author-
ity, suspended tens of radio
stations and television chan-
nels for o total of over 4,200

diuys. Most of the time these
medin were accused of “incite-
ment (o violence, terror and
c¢thnic discrimination”. One
Istanbul station, Ozgur Radyo,
was suspended for two and a
hall years, mainly for claim-
ing that Rauf Denktash, presi-
dent of the Turkish Republic
of Northern Cyprus (recognized
only by Turkey) owned “a very
substantial amount of real
estate in the north of the is-
lund™ and received money from
“pangs involved in prostitu-
nan™

In Morocco on 2 Decem-
ber the mimster of culture and
communication announced the
“delimtive banning” of threc
weekhes, Le Journal, Assahifa
and Demain, lTor "undermin-
ing state security™, Le Jour
nal and Assahfa published a
leiter attributed (o the former
opponent Mohamed Basri, stat
ing that the Moroccan left-wing
had been mvolved 1n an ot
tempted coup d'etal in 1972
against King Hassan I1, in
which the current prime min
Ahderrulimane Youssofi
was directly 1|T1|]|li.'-'.\[lll1

During the year scveral
jourpalists were laken hostage
hy armed rebel groups. In
Colombia nearly 20 journal
ists were Kidnopped by guer-
rilla movements, usually to
protest against their coverage
of the war,

In the Philippines, between
13 May und 20 September, 25
journalisi. were held hostage
in Jolo Island by the rebel
group Abu Sayyal. Two jour-
nalists with the French TV
channel France 2 were held for
over two months before man-
aging lo cscape.

Another significant release
in 2000 was that of Brice
Fleutiaux on 12 June.

On his arrival in Paris he
stated that he had been “de-
tained by different groups”™ and
“had experienced very diffi-
cult moments but had not been
tortured™. The French photog-
rapher had been delained in
Chechnya since October 1999

While the Internet remains
a formidable tool for getting
round censorship (c.g. the
Tunisian newspaper Khalima,
published on line after being
banned in the country), more
and more governments are
irying 1o sel up systems to
control this means of commu-
nication. The elimination of
private access providers is one
of the methods used,

Thus, in Turkmenistan, In
May 2000, the telecommuni-

{Page 6, please)
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Manila’s Finest.
That day's ceremonies,
will be led by its centennial
police chief, Gen. Avelino
. Razon Jr., Tuesday, Jan.
9.
Their community service
included dangerous missions

which ended in the capture *

of notorious criminals - or
the death or wounding of
these crime lighters.

“We look back with pride
as the Manila Police enters
its second century ol ser-
vice," retired police Majdr
Pete Angulo Jr. suid

Apgulo was named presi-
dentyof the Museum Foun-
dation of the Manila Police,
the first of its Kind on the
district level of the Philip-
pine National Police, in a
pathering that brought to-
gether most ol the surviving
former police chiels of
Manila

The muscum was not the
“first™ of the Manila Police.

It was also the [lirst to
run a8 detective bureau, the
first to operate a trallic
bureau, the first o field a
mobile patrol division, the

Page 6

first Lo assign lady police
officers in mobile patrol and
SWAT operations, the [first
to dispatch patrol teams in
bikes, the first to have the
one-stop shop handling of
complaints. The first to
employ an effective inte-
grated response system and
the first police district to have
its own website, Angulo said

The penerals came prim
and looked still strong in the
launching of the muscum
foundation

“Pormang Pol Salcedo pa
rin (still looks like Pol
Salcedo),” lellow officers
Brig. Gen, Edpar
Dula Torres who had served
as Commissioner of the
National Police Commission
after his tane at the WPD
and as director ol the North
ern Police District

They said, Brig Gen
Narciso Cabrera still looks
nino cute while Brig, Gen
Totoy Diokno, Brig. Gen
Proceso Almando and Brig
Gen. Fred Yson, except lor
color ol hair, “did not change
a bit."

sed 0]
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GENERALS LIVED TO SEE
100TH YEAR OF WPD

INE Manila Police Generals and top officers lived to take part in
the celebrations marking the 100th year of community service of

The other famous j 2ner-
als who had served at the
WPD are DILG Secretary
Alfredo Lim who was also
chief of the Central Police
distriet, Director ol the
National Bureau of Investi-
gation and twice Mayor of
Manila; Brig. Gen. Romeo
Maganto who had handled
sensitive positions an the
PNP. heading now DILG
Task Force Katapat Il and
Major Gen Vie Vinarao who
also served as PNP-CIS chief,
Presidential  Assistant on
Police Matters and Director
ol the Bureau ol Corrections

Col Robernt Z. Buibers
who became Congressman,
DILG Secretary and now a
Senator i1s abroad but was
represented by some ol s
men i the launching of the
museum

The famous Col
Felicisimo Lazaro showed up
appearing stronger than he
used o be, although sport-
ing @ “top gone.” Lazaro,
now in his mid-seventies,
had turned into a legend
because of his successful anti-
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Y son, with then police reporter Joe Burgos, Jr.

crime operations in the 70°s
and BOs,

The other officers who
have taken part in chalking
up scores for the Manila
Polce included Capt Rey
Jaylo who is now DILG
Undersecretary: Major Cris
Cabasal, Major Lucio

REMEMBER the Lucila
Lalu murder and the RCA
ax-killing?

Lucila Lalu was the first
victim of murder hy chop-
ping while the then Rice and
Corn Administration (now
National Food Authority)
which was attacked hy men
armed with Knives and an
ax brutally Killing their
victims were some of the top
police stories in the city over
40 years ago.

These tales of horrorful
killings left marks that told
crimes committed in Manila,
whose police was 100 years
old Jan. 9 could be left un-
solved,

Even during the time of
the late President Ramon
Magsaysay, the Manila
Police had been an agency
that could be relied on to
solve crimes even outside of
its jurisdiction.

Retired Police Major
Pedro Angulo Jr., former
chief of the famed homicide

by MIKE

division of the Western Po-
lice District and adjudged
once as detective of the year,
said, then President
Magsaysay sought the help
of the Manila Police in solv-
ing the Manuel Monroy mur-
der case.

Monroy, Angulo said, was
a witness in a bribery case
against & member of the
President's cabinet,

Monroy was Killed in
Pasay City.

The Manila Police solved
this case, throwing to jail the
cabinet secretary and the men
linked to the murder of
Maonroy.

Then, Angulo said, there
was the case of Remigio Tan,
also a murder victim,

Policemen Killed Tan. The
Killers were collared and sent
to jail,

In the recent past, homi-
cide detectives unmasked a
housewife, throwing the
hooks on her, for plotting the
murder of her hushand, an

official
agency.

The victim was attacked
by men armed with blunt
instruments as he and his wife
pot out of their car and
approached their house.

This reporter was with
homicide detective Borromeo
who went to the morgue of
a hospital where the victim
was hrought.

The lawman turned Sus-
picious when the man Kept
on howling in grief within her
hody steady, not shaking even
a bit,

She confessed
terrogation,

How pood the investiga-
tors of the WPD Homicide
Division are was demon-
strated in a murder case
where the victim together
with his clectrical supply
store almost reduced
into ashes.

But good investigation
resulted into the solution of
the murder,

of a povernment

after in-

were

BIG CRIMES THE MANILA POLICE SOLVED

BALUYOT

The probers established
that the victim had first
heen Killed then a Katol
(mosquito repellant) was
used by the Killers to trig-
ger a blaze.

Angulo himsell solved the
Angel Alqueza rape-murder
case, among the many cases
he handled.

Other Killings in the city
that caught the interest of
many were the triple mur-
der at the PICC complex.
That of a couple who
worked as casino financiers
and their friend, This was
solved after long probes,
ending into an award as that
year's investigator, for then
Spt. Florentino Bagallon,

Then there was the case
of a pregnant woman mur-
dered and her body stuck
into the compartment of a
car abandoned in front of
a building in Intramurors.

It took time for the po-
lice to get leads on the case
which was finally, as in
other cases, solved. (PNA)

Margallo 1V, Col. Ricardo
Reyes; Col. Vie Palmon and
Muajor Wenceslao E. Ealdama
Ir

An officer oriented to the
cause of his lellow officers,
Palmon bank who
main concern is welfare of
law enforcers and their fami-
lies.

heads a

GENERALS WITH POLICE REPORTER: Generals Narciso Cabrera, Fred Lim, Fred

The Los Angeles, Calitor
nia chapter ol the Manila’s
finest was represented in the
launching of the museum.

These retired officers trav-
elled from the U.S. 1o 1ake
part in the celebrations of the
police unit where they spent
most of their hives. (Philip-
pine News Agency)

26TI'1 JO URNA L] STS (From page 5)

cations minister withdrew the
licenses of all private Internet
access providers for alleged
“violations of the law™. The
state ¢can now screen sites and
make certain sites inaccessible
{or Internet users in the coun:
try. It also controls all e-mail
circulating in the country. In
Tunisia the two only access
providers are in the hands of
the president’s fumily or close
Iriends

A Chinese court sentenced
Qi Yanchen, editor-in-chief of
the on-line magazine Consul-
lations, to four years in juil
This is the heaviest sentence
passed on a “‘cyber-dissident”
He has been detained since 2
September 1999, Twao other
Chinese Internet users huve
been detained without trial, In
2000 the Chinese government
promulgated new laws making
the dissemination of “subver
information on the
Internel an offence

In Ukraine, the director of
an on-line publication has been
missing for three months, On
16  September,
Gondadze, lounder and editor

sive”

(}l.'nr;"l\'

in-chiel of the newspaper
www pravda.com.us — highly
critical of the government —
disappeared while his wife and
two daughters were expecting
him at home. The journalist
had already been questioned
several times by the police in
connection with a criminal
investigation,

Shortly before his disap-
pearance, in a letter to the state
prosecutor, he had denounced
what he considered 1o be
“premeditated intimidation 10
scare him or put a stop (o his
activities”. On his site he
|\uhlislurd articles denouncing
corruption among cerlain se
nior officials in Ukraine. A
decapitated body found in
November 2000 in the
Taraschunskyi region near Kiev
could be his. The resulls ol
the unalyses requested have
still not been revealed

All indicators (journalists
murdered, arrested, attacked or
threatened und media censored)
from 1999. The
number of journalists currently
in prison is also the lowest in
years. (PNA)

are down
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Garbage relief pends

HE mounting metropolitan zarbage has finally caught
up with the need for a dump to take the place of the
shutdown San Mateo landfill in Rizal. _

Garbage is a dirty business and environmentalists are full
of protest when it comes to its disposal, whether it is dumped
or incinerated. For instance, shunting Metro Manila garbage to
Semirara island in Antique poises the risk of polluting the
atmosphere merely in transporting tons of trash in open barges
on a 20-hour trip on a regular routine.

The proposed landfill in Antique is only 50 kilometers from
Boracay’s white-sand beach which is a prime tourist spot. The
very thought of dumping Metro Manila’s refuse and the leachate
of harmful substances into the surrounding eco-systems is hor-
rible.

Just one garbage spill in Semirara can have disastrous effects
not merely on the environment but the tourism industry as well.
And residents of the area are now depending for a living on these
beautiful tropical beaches that foreign visitors find a paradise.

Semirara island in particular is a known sanctuary for
migratory birds aside from hosting the Philippines’ second larg-
est coal deposit. Its seas teem with fish, Manila’s waste dumped
on Semirara will push its way into the ocean and pollute the
“rich and teeming life of the ocean’’ as Sen. Romeo Honasan
fears.

Two barges anchored 200 meters from the Semirara pier
northwest of the island which arrived after a 30-hour trip with
Metro Manila garbage are leaking and spilling the refuse into
the waters of Semirara island and are threatening the world-
known Boracay resort. A temporary court order restrains barge
operator DM Consunji Inc. and R-II Builders Inc. from docking
and unloading the garbage into an abandoned coal mine pit.

But because of the opposition of Antiquenos against the
dumping of Manila garbage in Semirara, the island residents’
water supply was cut off, cable television has also been cut off
and electricity may soon follow. The islanders are at the mercy
of the sole big employer in the island with 8,000 population
which operates the coal mine. The rest are fishermen.

The united island’s pickets increased to 300 and kept night
vigil.

DMCI and R-II Builders Inc. hired by the government to
dispose of the MM garbage cannot attest they have a permit to
construct a sanitary landfill near Panian coal mine pit in barangay
Semirara. The Caluya municipal government has not issued a
permit to the consortium since its officials are also opposed to
the project.

R-II vice president Pat Yuzon claimed only two barges with
2,000 tons of garbage had been sent to Semirara. But four barges
are now docked close to the pier, the island residents say. The
Antique court’s restraining order prevents the unloading of the
garbage. Although Robert Aventajado assures the garbage does
not stink because it is not immersed in water and is sprayed
with chemicals, Javier said the situation is tense in Semirara.

The civilian armed forces deployed at the DMCI compound
have blocked all roads and the Caluya mayor is offering P500,000
“‘to endorse the project.”’

EDITORIAL

BRENDA

JUST an addendum 1o swhiat has heen writ
ten aboul this senator ol the realm whoo Tor
all her intellectual and moral pretensions, lacks
basic good manners and right conduet 1 hope
she hasp't become parunoid, otherwise, she
needs psychiatric help immediately

¥ T2

You saw what happencd when lawyer
Jasmin Banal was testifving before the
Impeachment Court: three observers in the
audience were evicted from the gallery like
convicted eriminals, which they are not, You
heard what this **hrilliant™ senator said about
Banal’s transfer from a high-paying law office
to another. and what Roco asked: If the UP
College of Law is committed to the prin-
ciple of producing lawyers more for public
service than profit. UP alumnus Luis Teodora
(Teday. Jan. 6) has this to sav:

“Perhaps Santiago was moved to fury by
Roco's implied criticism of her assumption
that one went Lo law school to make money.
Nevertheless, her utterances about the ca-
reer paths of UP law praduates -- indeed
most UP graduvates == were only too accu-
rate."'

In the same issue, letter-writer Raul Dado
said Santiago was wrong:

“As a UP law graduate and public of-
ficer, 1| orespectfully take exception to Sen
Miriam Defensor Santiago’s sti tement about
UP Luwyers being purely motivated by
mMoney...

“We went to school for a purpose. For
many of us, public service is its own re-
ward,"'

Don't you think it's high time this **bril-

ONE'S WORTH

’ by MAX NOBLE

lant"" <enator resigned ahead of her erst-
while enemy, now best friend, Erap? Resign
il she still has any delicadeza lefy?

tEexy

Equality before the law?

Il elected officinls cun be suspended while
anti-gralt cases are pending belore the Om
hudsman or the Sandiganbayan, why can't the
President be suspended as well now that the
impeschment 15 going on?

Answer: Because neither the Constitution
nor any ol our stalutes says so, right?

What do vou expect of this Marcos futa .
who now defends Erap? Quit as a member
of his defense panel despite his obvious
complicity in uncthical attempts at cover-
up? This Big-Time Lawyer obviously doesn’t
give a damn to legal ethics.

That he's still there, with his deceptive
mask, doesn’t surprise me at all,

Does it surprise you?

tavTs

Belited hirthday greetings 10 our publisher-
May you liave another 60 years (o pursue
' (Aside: Talagang nagkakaedad

cditor
your crusude

na tave, Joe.)
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OPINION

ANGARA RIDES AGAIN

TALK of the town these days is still fo-
cused on the appointment of Agriculture Sec-
retary Edong Angara as the new Executive
Secretary which cannot but draw us into the
post-acquittal scenario ol the pro-Erap camp.

With Edong as “Little President.” they
say that things will start looking up anew
in Malacanang. Even those whoe say that
Angara is only being used to ‘deodorize’
the Erap administration, Edong's new role
has been met with almost universal approval
in Malacanang — but surprisingly, also among
Erap's hard-bitten critics, Makati
Business Club,

With this broad support, the new “Little
President” should be able to do man-to-man
puarding job on Mr. Estrada — and to help
the President in totally di«m‘nm[mp his ca-
pricious “Midnight Cabinet,” hard-drinking
and gambling buddies as well as personal
*midnight cowhoys™ 1o build up
“post-acquittal™ reform

LEE S X

cven

apenda ol

a4 Serions seenario

With Angara now in the limelight, erst-
while presidential spokesman on impeach-
ment affuirs Ernic Maceda (also Philippine
ambassador to the US) should not feel truly
downhearted,

For according to presideptial political ad
viser Lito Bunayo, the President assured that
he has bigger plans for Maceda in the
acquittal™ nature,

Banayo suid the President needs Maceda in
his Cubinet.  Muceda must have felt bad he
did not land the agriculture portfolio he wus
aching for after Angara moved up as “Little
President.”

It was noted that Maceda, 4 former Senate
president himself, just came home in time to
hoost Mr. Estrada’s propaganda efforl when
anti-Erap proups were bashing up his image
black and blue.

"|m~.:-

frxay

Even the Impeachment Court has lostered
a high regard for Maceda who assured the public
abservers ol the Estrada impeachment trial that
the performance of Chiet Justice Hilurio Davide

Jr. is “lucid and emphatic

This was, . alier the Chief Justice
had ruled that the burden of proof os the watter
of the ill-gotten wealtl lay with the
prosecution

However, few days later, he laid an egp
with his comment on the bombings: “The way
certain segments of (he opposition had began
spending money. | poess it's not too difficult
to dmagine that they can casily bring in bomh
xperts from abhroad But that 1s just my
personal opinion.”

Since then, 1t ook only a little
the new “Little President™ to
marching orders

0 crur

Lise

while for
give him  his

¥k ik

The Senate impeachment tribunal 1S in o
quandary over the best way to convince its
Jam-packed audience hehave like cnitfc;nm
citizenry in the pallery to preserve the dignity

of the court — without having to drag them

out of the proccedings for ignoring the nu

anees ol proper court decorum,

Of course, with u politicized nudience
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DATELINE:
MANILA

by C. STUTZ FERNANDEZ

representing the cross-section of the citizenry,
there will likely draw excitement like no
‘tejenovelas’  can draw like
peachment show,

Naonetheless, being an audience al the Senal
pallery can be hazardous to one's health and
morale.  For when nature calls, one
seek leave from the sergeant-al-arms.

And if you as much as look into the glaring
eves of Senate-judge Miriam Defensor-Santingo
you might as well be fit for the skewering
which Santingo does to her enemies

And then, even later atter you gel barre
from the Senate premises, you will

(Page 9, pleasa)

olher
the Senate 1m

huas 1o

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL GOURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION

BRAMCH 18
TAGAYTAY CITY

TG:917  LRA Re

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

Tol' = Hon Sckcilol Genaral
b 51 Legaspi V
ynagemen!  Bureau
Direclgr, Reg:
3K 3 Ermila I“|a|| a Ihe Hon S
of Pubkc Works and ngrmn, Bo _ru!e_ ¢ Drive
Manila, the Hon Secrelary. Deparrment
PTA Bidg EWplical Read. Dikman, the Direct
Managemen! Bureau Visayas Avenue
City. Melro Marila the Proyincial Governor  1he
Frosecutor Ine Ganeral Sernvice Mhicer the Frowncia
tha Pubhc Works and Highways Distnict Enginee
Officer, CENRO Land Managemenl Setinr
Cily, the City Mayor the City Council rie Cily Tre
City Prosecutor the City Engineer Tazaytay City
Arsanio Palanog both in Brgy Buxal Silang
TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
An apphcation having been filed in the abows-enlitied c
by SPS ELISEQ A AURELIQO & CECILIA | CHUA C
AURELIO 545 Lafayelle 51 East Greenhills. Mandak
Ciy thru Alejandro and Anerria Low Office. 1 Madlansac
S Plaza Libertad, Silang. Cawile by Ally Inneo A Anara
prayng lor the regisiralion and conlirmation of 1he lille 1o 1he
lolowing described lands
1 A parcel of land (Lot 16158 A of 1he subdivision plan
Csd-04-021614-D being & portion of Lot 151 452
D, Silang Cadasire L R C Recurd lio d
Barangay of Bukal Municipalty of Silang, Province ol Cawlas
Istand of Luzon Bounded on the S nplkeng dne 1.2 by Lol
16158-1 (Road Lot 600 m wide), on the W akng hne 2
3 by Road (10.00 m wide), on the N aking kne 3-4 by Lot
16157, Cad 452:D Silang Cadastre Lot 13978-A Csd-04
009012-D; and on the W . abng ne 4.1 by Lot 1615688, of
tha subdivision plan Beginning al a poinl marked '1° on
plan, baing 5 00 deg 51'W 878192 m from BLLM No
1. Cad 452.D, Silang Cadasire
thence S B7 deg 53'W 3269 m
thence N 01 deg 29W 17 16 m
thence N 87 deg S3IE
thenca $. 01 deg 29%E 1716 m 1o the point of
baginning, contaming an area of FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY QNE
(561) SQUARE METERS All points relerred 1o are indi ‘]
on the ptan and are marked on the ground by F5 cyl conc
mons. 15260 cm  beanngs true dale of original survey
December 7, 1973-December 4, 1975 and 1hat of subdivision
survey on November B 1999 and was approved on December
21, 1899
Let 16158-A ig equivalent to Lot 18920 Cad
Cadaslra
7 A porcel of land (Lol 16158-B of the subdivision plan
Csd-04.021614-D, being & portion of Lot 16158, Cad 452
D Silang Cadastre, L R C Record Ho )
Barangay of Bukal, Municipalty of Silang Province of Cavile
Istand of Luzon Bounded on the W akng bne 1-2 by Lot
16158:A of the subdmvsion plan, on the N along kne 2-3 by
Lol 16157, Cad 452-D Silang i.‘ur'a.:n Lot “"f'o A Csd
04-009012-D. on the £ albng ine 3.4 by Lot 16158-C and
on the S akng hna 4-1 by Lot 'IU'I'.‘.E | (Road Lot 6 00 m
wide(, both ol tha subdivision plan. Baginning &t a paint marked
1" on plan, being S 00 deg S1'W  B78192 m from BLLM
Mo 1 Cad 452.D Silang Cadasire
lhence N 0) deg 29W 1716 m
Ihence N B7 deg SYE 3269 m
lhence S 01 deg 29E 17 V6 m
thance 87 deg SIW 3269 m

ol f granar

Uikman, Bath m
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3269 m
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Silang
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lo poinl 3
o poinl 4
o the point of
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mid that of the

vd was ypproved

polh ol the 5

1615/

yml marked
from B

plan. Bagnn
deg 20'W
D Silang

wen ol FIVE
nis releérres i
cyl conc
survey. De
I the subdivigion
n [December 21

ind are ,ul.

survey November B 1999 and was approved o
16158-C
Cadasire i
4 A parcel ol land (Lol 16156-E ol the subdvision plan
Csd-04-021614 being & porfion of Lol 1t ad  452-D
Silang Cadastre | R C ard Ho ), sil m ihe Barangay
of Bukal Municipalty of 9. Province Cavite, Isknd o
Luzon Bounded on the E  along kne 1-2 by Lot 16156.F of
the subdivision plan, on the S along kne 2-3 by Lot 13978
C. Csd-04.009012-D Lot 16159 Cad 452.0 Silang Cadasire
on Ihe W slong bne 3-4 by Road (10.00 m wide) and on the
N . abong bne 4-1 by Lot 16158.1 (Road Lot 6 00 m wide), both
of the subdivision plan Beginning al a poinl matked 1 on
plan being S 00 deg SV'W 8787 B7 m from BLLM No 1
Cad 452-.D. Silang Cadastre
thence 5 01 deg 29E 17 11 m
thence S B9 deg 12W 3363 m 0
thence N 01 dag 29W 1634 m soint 4
Ihence 1l B7 deg SIE . 3363 m 1o lhe paint of
beginning, contaiming an area of FIVE HUNI
JUARE METERS Al points rele
on the plan and are marked on (he ground by v
mons 15x60 bearngs lrue; date of original s
cember 7 3-December 4, 1975 and that of the
survey, November B, 1999 and was approved on December 21
1989
Lot 16158.E 15
Cadastie
5 A parcel of land (Lol 16158-F of the
Csd-04.021614-0. being a portion
Silang Cadusve. LR C R Me
ol UuL MunigipaMy of g, Frovince ol Cawla |<|druJ
Luz ounded on the N along ine 1-2 by Lot 161581
Lol m wde) 1 the E , albng line 2-3 by Lot 16
both of the subdivision plan on the S along kne 3-: by Lol
13978.C Csd-04.009012-D, Lot 16159, Cad Silang
Cadasire, and on the' W | along kne 4:1 by Lot 16158:E of the
subdivision plan. Bet ing al a poinl marked *1° on plan. being
S D0 deg 5Y'W 8787 87 m from BLLM Mo 1 Ced 45Z2.D
Silang Cadasire
( 'Jtc: 63E 2 1m
9E 1184 m
12W 3211 m to panl 4
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), situated i |'1 Bar

fe pant £
to pan
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Lot 16158-H ¢
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and on the W abng bne 6-1 by Lot 16158:G of the subdi
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Lot 161
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24 84 m 1o poni
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on ihe plan and are marked on the ground by PS. cyl o
mons, 19xk m,, bearnngs lrue, date ol onginal survey De
cember 7 December 4 1975 and thet of (he subdivision
survey, November B 1999 and was opproved on December 21
!'k#
Lot 16158-H s
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B A parcel of land (Lot 161581 of the
Csd-04-021614.0. being a portion ©
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DAVAO STREET
IS HOME TO
HOMELESS KIDS

AVAO CITY -- This southern Philippine city was chosen last year
one of Asia’s best cities in an annual survey of the Asiaweek magazine.
This year it landed again in the magazine’s Year 2000 Best Cities,

named number 17. The honor that must be boosting tourism and
investment here, making its residents prouder than ever before of

their southern metropolis.

Yer under the beam of the
city lights, and heside the
gleaming parked cars, live o
growing number of homeless
children, sleeping on corru-
gated cartons and surviving the
travails of a hostile city life

Busy Kalsada llustre, for
example, is home 1o seven

Hustre. Still the brothers pre-
fer 1o make Kalsada llustre
their "residence. Atoy says his
new year's wisies include his
lather's return, and a new pair
ol shoes and pants for school
use. During the interview, he
had on a faded black T-shirt,
well-worn cargo shorts and old

says Roy Gorgonio, 16, a thin
looKing boy who looks much
smaller than lis age, and a high
school dropout. Some nights
we sleep hungry, adds Ritchie
Vidal, 15, another out-of-
school youth, Kiking's mother
sometimes brings food,
which he with lhis

oo,

shares

WILL somecone take
the cudgels for abused
houschelps?

NMany of them played
parts in stories of
extreme cruelty that
ended in injustice.

There was the story
of a maid allegedly
raped by her employer.
She becpme pregnant,
suffered alone, then
gave birth to an infant
said thrown out of the
window _of (he tall
apartment of her
masters. Naturally, the
infant was killed with
its mother luter re-
ported cowering away
from her charpes.

Ihere were a num-
her of cases where
maids were heaten up,
struck in the hody with
burning-red flat irons
and made to eat food
fit only for animals,

One case handled by
then director of the
National Bureau of
Investigation Allvedo
Lim was that of a
young maid extremely
abused by her employ-
ers ane of whom  put
her (o sleep Lo remove
her nose by surgery.

Then NBI Chief Lim
had her nose restored by
plastic surgery and pot
her employed ar the

street urchins, a place they
have made their own since five
years wgo.

The Ormedo brothers earn
a living as watch-your-car
boys, called here bantay
Juares Ormedo, called Atoy by
[riends, is a fourth grader ai
a public school here, bul al-
ler school earns some money
looking after parked cars
Patrons ol nearby bars and res-
taurants pay Atoy and older
brother Jay-ar, 15, P2 lor each
cur they wver, This
usunlly means working way
beyond midnight, so that the
brothers, probably from Inck
of sleep and nutrition, are frall
and short for their age. Atoy.
11, stands ut than four
feet tall

“Gipalayas akong papa kay
palahubog man (My luther was
driven away because he's o
drunkard),” Atoy says. Their
father lefl two years ago, Atoy
says, but a grundmother hves
three blocks from Kalsada

wuleh

less

slippers
Aside from looking after
CHrs, .Iu)' ar Dt:puz, 14, earns
a living by doing ‘'labor,” a
term used by boys who help
mall shoppers carry shopping
boxes to wailing
vehicles, A shopper pays a boy
from PS5 to PIO each time
Jay-ar — friends call him
Kiking says his earnings Irom
"labor™

bags and

are helping his pur
ents, Kiking is a school drop
oul und, like the rest ol the
“Botang [lustre™ sleep on the
sidewalks of Kaolsado [lusire,
shunning pillows or blunkets,
using only pieces of ¢ardroard
ngainst the Kiking's
mother stall outside
JS Guisano, one of the \Ii_\'*

cald,

Keeps o

finest malls, and which stunds
in the corner ol Kalsada [lustre
a backer

His [ather works as

lor jeepney drivers

The ¢hildren are usually ted
leftover Tood by owners of foosd
mall, Some
storekeepers share their [ood,

stulls inside the

Iriends

Julun Oles, 13, born a
harelip, 18 the buit of Iriendly
jokes at Kalsada llustre
Friends call him “Ngi™, short
for bungi, Visayan for hare
lip. Julan 1s considered the
hurdworking of the
friends. He
night, and by early morning,
delivers corrugated cartons lor
PS cach to the Bankerohan
market, He earns a daily ay
crape of Pso per delivery

Kiking's younger
Muiru, 9,
is the only girl and the young
Like Aloy,
she missed the school Christ

muost
puards cars al

SISMCT

n third-grader, and
est in the group

mas party because she had o
help in her mother's stall, Her
New Year's wish is lor the
refurn ol an elder
lett early this month (or un
Koowsn reasons

sister whao

Ihese seven chitldren v
Lived al Kalsada Tlustre
yvears, and would not leave: it

(PNA)

lor Hive

by MIKE BALUYOT

NBI, That case was
hrought to court,

Stories of cruelty
continue to filter into
media outlets, with those
not seeing print probably
bigger in number than the
ones people talk about.

The apparent insensi-
tivity of local and even
national lawmakers leave
the fate ‘net only of the
maids or househoys in the
lhunds of their masters,

The non-action on the
nagging master-maid
situation also leave the
fate ol such masters to
their maids or househovs,

There have been cases
ol massacres commvitied by
houschelps in retaliation
for the cruelty on them
hy the victims,

I'he latest case was
of g 22-vear-old maid
from Mindanao who set
her masters’ house afire
while the family slept on
the second floar,

e family of six was
trapped in their sleep at
the second floor and all of
them perished.

But the suspect was
collared by tanod members
hefore she could escape
from the mass murder,

The maid was hrought
to the arson division of
the Burcan of Fire Protec-
tion where she admitied
the crime.

I'hat confession is not

that

admissible in court
hecause she was not
represented by counsel,

No one appears to he
helping her,

On the night of her
capture, she tried to
borrow a Knife.

Her request was
turned down and when
investigated, she said she
wanted to end it all,

“Nahihirapan na ako,”
she said, after narrating
tales of cruelty, non-
payment of salary for a
period of one year and
what she took as insults
when her masters told
her when she asked for
“vale™ to get ticket for
home: “Gumamit ka na
lang walis tinting para
lumipad o Linguyin mo
na lang ang dagat pura
makarating ka sa invo.”

It appeared that the
pirl, who escaped poverty
in Mimlanao stand 1o he
executed or stav in
prison for life, for what
she did,

But she said she did
not want to do what she
had donc-apparently the
same alibi given by the
others held and made to
answer for the crimes
apainst their masters.

Will one legislator
stand up and take the
cudgels for these people
before their trilies
increase? (I'NA)

C. Stutz FERNANDEZ . . .

likely pet the feeling ol
remorse [or being the imme
diate cause for delaying the
history making il protracted
trial ol the century

Come to think of it much
luter you and a lot of free
dom-conscious citizens would
b thunking the Lord above thal
Mr. Estrada had dereated Muid
Mirism in the last
linl elections

B R R 2

|1|'(\|.l|-|:

I'he political

sensun has

campaign

-.|:|_\1,'1! in on

muny people

And s0 a good
are now reminding us to stand
unrelinhie

nlert agninsi

political

sOme
surveys whieh ury
starting to vome oul inoanerens
Ing numnbers

Ihe previnling wake-up call
s fhal

otien than net, are

eS¢ SUrveys e
shinted (o
fovor one group as wgainst
nlher Lroups

Wihich 1s why they do not
mirrar the true sentiment  of
Many say they are

e propagate

the nation

let lnose ST

hidden sentiments, vested in-
lerests or some apenda seck
ing broader through
some caplive sam
plings

SUI‘IH'I{
NUrrow

EE S S
Furthermore, therc is a
sneaking suspieton (it some
ol these poll surveys are |IRL'|_\
fended by those who stand (o
Irom
To be sure, our sources «ay,

heneliit these surveys

they are not generally accu

rite In the [inal analysis,
spurious surveys should be
stopped once and tor all be
they '\!lll]‘l_\' lend o
contuse public perception on
take up
Political polls are not new
They
into the

CUuse
tssues Lhey
nulions o

aur people

have beéen worming

public mind on most every

Muore

ihese surveys

public issue of the doy
olten than not,
only come up with charts and
stutistics. which only presen
seenaries and projections that
merely betuddle public opin
hon

(From page 8)
rtErEx

Surely., we cannot entirely
ignore the Tact thul some sur-
veys may alsa better help puide
public opinion with the assur-
ance thut they are conducted
with utmost
impartiality, truth, and accu
racy

und evaluated

¥ RN
Before we Know it,
]mll survey may come up (o

some

support the ¢laim ol the Estada
camp thal the
won an acquittal even before

President had

the Ninal votes i the impeach
ment tribunal were counted

Not too long ago, the anti
Erap camp had been crowing
il over the tour
the archipelapn

corners ol
that Mr
Estrada’s resignation or re-
moval from oflice was a sure
thing as night I'nllows day. A
renowned pohitweal analyst even
sabd that Mr

Irom olfice can never he held

Estrada's removal

ol despite the frantic efforts
of his I‘l'\\'L'HII'IJ.‘-L‘ delense
counsel




LEGAZPI CITY -- One of
the major contributors to the
cconomic growth of the
Philippines is the livestock
industry.

As part of the Department
of Agriculture’s program on
sustaining the economic vi
ability of livestock industry,
they strengthened their Foot
and Mouth Discase (FMD)
survelllance that would con
trol and eradicate the discase

DA repional information
officer Emily Bordado sad
that the FMD Task Force will
continue \'Ipllaulu' Lo ensure
that the disease will not atiack
protected areas

The DA also expects 1o
reports ol

reccive more

negiative hield cases/oul
breaks
With the
FMD, the Philippines, or
even Bicol will he

i position Lo compete with

|
erachicabhon ol
I'L'_I}:Illﬂ_

other livestock
other countries

Eradication of FMD 18 not
only geared towards making
the Philippines an exporier
ol livestoek produocts

She mpuor-
tant goal 1y achieving sell-
sufficiency in animal protein.

FMD cradicalion is & way
(0 provide a risk-Iree envi-
ronment lor the livestock
raisers, thus stimulating more
invesument in this sector ol
Lhe cconumy
lower

seelors ol

sald a more

and assuring
cust

“Absence of FMD will
ensure a better muarket price
for hogs,” Bordado said

DA-Bureau of Anima!
Industry (BAl) enjoins the
public's support by immedi-
ately reporting FMD cases
or outbreaks. Lavestock rais-
Crs arc
submit their animal lor vac
cination.

Since tarmers are the long-
term Lhe

also encouraged to

beneliciaries ol

We “Forum
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DEALING
WITH FMD

by MIKE DELA RAMA

FMD DA-BAI
anicipales d more aggressive
move from all the sectors of
society for the betterment of
the farmers, and the Bicol
Region as o whole

Bordadoe added that the
opportumtics for the livestock
raisers und the industry seem
promising and these are
waiting. But upless FMD is
cradicated, the opportunities
will always slip through our
midst

During the
outbreak n

program,

peak ol Lhe
hune-July 19958,
e price per
lell dramatically
duction ol
buyer's fear 1o oeat meatl.
The damage brought by
FMD wus
geh
spread, lurgely reduc
marker vialue of
productivity of the

The

kilo ol hogs
due to re

sales and the

mainly due Lo ity
ind

ing the

morbrdily last
meat and
animals
ilected
EMD became a Lrade
Opportunities tor the
Plibippines Lo export Livestock

presence ol
Ima)ot
harrier
products lost
Several
been designuted in the pasi
ta control and eradicate FMD
in the
Program
FMD Task Forcee, however
wis [ormulated in 1995
This evalved out of modi

were

strategies havy

The current
initiated by the

couniry

Neations from the
program
Looking at (he

program today, it has insti

111’\,‘\'1\]1]\
national

tutionalized this task force
enubling the local government
units more “ownership” and
command vl the program in
their areas

It has allowed the
active participation ol the
community as mobilized by
the livestock inspectors
municipal ugriculturist, tech
nicians and city or }'fl'ViIi
¢l veterinanans

(Page 11, pleass)

also

AGRI SECTOR: Bright spot.

ERAP’S AGRI PROGRAM
OPENS NEW VENUES

THE Agrikulturane Makamasa (Pro-People
1

program has continued 1o be one of the bright spots ol the

Agriculture)

administration of President Joseph “Erap”™ Ejercito Estrady

AS & whole, 11 has incomes ol agnicultural
workers. By and large, the Avrikulturang Muakamasa pro
gram hus opened venues lor goyernment Lo ease, reduce
and eventually eradicate poverty. particularly in the coun

ruised the

frysicde

In o report o Malaeunang, the National Anti-Poverty
Commission (NAPC) suid the Agrikulturang Makdmasa
progrim of the Department of Agriculiure (DA) also sus
tuined the competitiveness of Philippine farm products in
the global market, and transformed the country s larmers
and hishermen antoy producers

Aprikulturang Makamasa s
government's apends (0 eradicule poverty
strategy Estrada.
table and sustwmimable development. and the Tocused argel
g through programs that address the needs ol specilic

ind entreprencurs

i Key component of the
This poverly
imvolves equi

eradication ol President

disudvantaged groups

The DA program was instituted for rice and corn furm-
ers and small agricultural workers involved in the produc-
tion of other crops; for livestoek producers, and lor lisher
tolks.

In the first two vears (from July 1998 to June 2000)
ol the term of President Estrada, the DA had distributed
441.765 bags ol certified sceds to 594 800 rwce larmers
under the ageney's enhanced rice production plan

11 had distributed 949 units of larm equipment,
completed the construction of 1,058 units of post-harvest

and

facilitics in the same period,

In a bid to also expand the country's corn output, the
DA had given 3,163 bags of sced kits und 1,184,397
trichocards 1o control pests to corn larmers while putting
up 114 pilot farm clusters and formulating six larm cluster
development plans

Under the Agrikulturang Makamasa program, the DA
had conducted training courses on rice seed production,
Integrated Pest Management on corn plants, the develop
ment and management of corn farms: and the Farm Clus
ters Farmer Field Schools for both rice and corn growers

Complementing this is the conduet by the DA ol more
than 1,500 training programs on enterprise building, en
treprencurial skills development and other courses

Further, the DA said it provided about PS4 million in
loans Lo 386 [armers engaged in crops other than rice and
corn during the first two yeuars of the Estradia administra

lton

3esides this, 1,352 technology and trade missions a
fairs were held, Also lnunched was the *Maunlad na Niyug
Tupon sa Kalirapan (A Well-Developed Coconut Industr
Answer Lo Poveriy)”
livelthood
pragrams jor

which provided coconut lurmers W
iternative
The

Lo provide the benelictaries with casier access s

non-rice and coconut larmers aim
modery
technology and production schemes while increasing thels
and export markets

larmers

yecess to domestic
The DA
structure and distribution systems that reduced post-harves

also made available to hetter infra
losses

During the period in review, the DA, n cooperation
with the Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR), inifiate
the completion of 705 farm-to-market roads and the reh
bilitution and installation ol water systems servicing 558,308
hectares of farmlands

The DA also launched Balikatan Sagip Patubig (Save
Water Cooperitive)” which sought to rehabihitute devolved
communal irrigation covering about 500,000 hectares

Moreover, the DA and the DAR jointly completed 362
bridges and 10,331 post-harvest facilities

An inler-agency anti-poverty program also partieipated
in by the DA provided some F2.8 billion in credit assis
tance to 1,396 livelihood projects pationwide

Under the Agrikulturang Makamasa hvestock program
the DA dispersed 13,739 animals to 8,753
ensuring food security while addressing social equily con
siderations Taced by hvestock producers.

Subsistence fishermen also drew major support from L
Agrikulturang Makamasa program

Some 1,542 fisherfolks were pranted P26,5 million to
fund projects under the Inteprated Livelthood Program [or
Fisherlolks

Al the same time, the DA dispersed 98 million tilapia
bangus and carp lingerlings to 18,668 lishfarmers and 1.37
local povernment units in coastal areas

These accomplishments were major lactors that pushed
the country's Gross Domestic Product to moderately grow
by 4.8 percent in the third quarter of the year. In that
period, the agricultural sector posted a significant 5.5 percent

thus

larmers,

;_'[n\\ll.

With sustained success of 1ts Agrikulturang Makamusa
program, the DA may well be on its way to achieve it
vision of full food seeurity in the country in the next three
to four years. (PNA)
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DAR SHIFTING

TO SUSTAINABLE

RURAL DEV’T

by LILYBETH G. ISON

S THE Department of Agrarian Reform (DAR) approaches another
decade, the challenge of implementing the agrarian reform programs
become more pressing amidst the current political and economic

The challenge ol
globalization also continues
to affect e Filipino Farm-
ers to be more competitive
than the mere awarding ol
lands to them.

Therelore, DAR Seeretary
Horacie “Boy™ Morales Jr
said that a simultaneous strat
epy should be developed nol
only for land tenure reforms
but also tor capacitating the
agrarian relomn beneliciaries
LO engape 1n pr
riculture-hasec ac

nctive ag
fiviliges
Over the past two and a
half years. he
1an reform under

satd that agrar
Estridu
been an
strurnental in etfecting change
in the lives ol the Filipino
farmers by providing them
access 1o land and economic,
physical and social support
services

Morales stressed that vig-
orous elforl was particularly
exerted inimplementing these
activities in Mindanao in view
ol the current thrust ol the
presentadministration, peared
towards making Mindanao as
the next lood basket of the
country

Mindanao is currently the
biggest recipient of foreign
assisted projects, specilhically
rural infrastructure projects
to rehabilitate the areas
devastated by the armed
conflict between government
troops and Muslim rebels

There are some 135 on
going infrastructure projects
in Mindanao with a tota] cost
of P539 million, and another
455 sub-projects are lined up
to be launched costing some
P2.552 million

Under the Estrada admin
1stration, Morales said tha
agrarian reform has set the
momentum for sustainable
and broad-based rural devel-
opment, The DAR has an-
chored its strategic plun on
the Medium-Term Philippine
Development Plan lor 1999
2004, which looks at “growth
with social equity™ as ats
vision of sustainable devel
opment

admimstration has

The arena Tor this growth

are the agrarian reform com
munities (ARCs). These are
clusters of Farangays where
land distribution
completed, and where agrar

tan  relform beneficiuries
(ARBs) have been organized
into strong  cooperatives
capable of managing agri

business enterprises. These
arc also where infrastruciure
and support

has heen

hiave
in place 1 order

SErvices
been pul

to anerease productivity and

SEC. MORALES

lay the grounds for the en
try of high-impact invest
ments that would promote
joint ventures between ARBs
and investors

Al present, the DAR has
established a total of 1,346
ARCs, of which 398 were
established during the two
hall years ol the
Estrada administration
Through the ARCs., (he
Estrada adinpmstration aims
to achieve the twin objectiv s
ol reducing poverty and
improving the distribution ol
rural

and a

income.

In terms of land tenure
improvement, the DAR has
distributed a total of 323,620
heetares of agneuliural Linds,
which represents 75 percent
ol the targel drea (433,543
hectares) up for distribution
for year 2000, benefiting
some 192,762 larmer benely
craries all over the country

Muorales explained that it
should be emphusized that the
DAR has imnto
a dilticult land

entered
|1|1:1\L' 0l

oW

crisis that the country is experiencing at the moment,

distribution where g land-
owners continue Lo resist the
implementation of CARP und
engage in dilatory fucties
There are also budgetary
constratnts 1o be considered
e
where Congress slushed lind
owners”

lor not meeting lurget
campensalion

In terms ol delivery \IL
agrarin justice, Morales said
DAR s commitied nor
only (o speed up delivery

e

JETArEdn jusnee but also
|'|'n\'i L II._
(LY ) sy 1y ]

For the
DAR
17 487 aeravian relited cases
whireh broughl i
Lotal

Lhe

2000, 1the

as resalved  samic

nationwide

17 QEA
43,852 CrHNEes

solved under Estrada
administrition

The DAR alsa estublished
the agrarian qustice Tund
(AJF) o provide
support Lo tarmers and agris
lan reform implementars witl
filed 1n

Cases the regular
COuris

As of November 2000, the
DAR peneruted
Pl 3 mullion Yor All
tributed by the different DAR
olhees and the general pub
he, Availlme®t of the AIF s
f‘\!l];‘ held l"t‘_\'-lilu' e nd
ing registration ol the Agrar
iun Justice Foundation with
the Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC)

Through the leadership of
Morules, the DAR 1-IJ|'.\l|.r.|
the issuance and the signing
ol Executive Order No. 313
which rutionalizes the use ol
the coconul levy lunds by
constituting a fund assistunce

las Saamne

con

loscocanut Lurmers as an ir
revocable trust fund and cre
ating a
commitiee lor
ment thereol

he DAR also
the "Mugkabalikal
Kaunlarang Agrarvo”
(Magkasaka) 1o promote
mutually beneliciul  joinl
venture between ARCs aml
the privite sector

Morales said this program
aims o help small Tarmers
compete in the global mar

trust Jund

the

cuconul

LLLEL R AR

launched

FPara sa

SUSTAINABLE FARMING:

ket while giving the privale
scelors nmeentives
m viahle
prises
Along this Time, the DAR

farged o

Lo Invest

rural-based enler

has memerandum
ol sereement (IMOA) between
the Zam

Manog 1
the Mypovere

Ay Loy

I Revelopmen
Al ron and

W Ger
Tl lion
mechanize production

and bulk

DAR’s thrust,

The department has also
Facilitated the
and

produciion,
processing marketimng
urrangements between agri
ARB
covperatives under s invest
murketing
tince program
[During

hustness firms and

ment and 1S58

the two and a2 hall
period, the DAR

foreeidl some 802 cont

mvalvine some 310

husiness lirms,

whicl

efited some
reform benehicraries all over
Lhe

24 723 agrariun

couniry
Mirales the DAR
contimues to burld |‘\lr'|ncr.\ii|p.\'
with non-government

zutions,

sid

Or gani

privite sectors and

peoples organizitions to atiin
s tlirust it ol glacing
wrartan relorm al ine core of

ik ol gouis o
Ve rural development

(PNAY

i poverty eradwation

DEALING

On the whole, the multi

sectoral cooperanon berween
DA-BAI livestock
NGOs. other povern
ment dpencies have contributed
o the accomp hishments. madv

Rescarch fur e
Pragnosis and Monitoring of

FMD i the
Blesilds Verin and Roselinda

he

the
FiIsers
papes
couptry by Dy
Arvesu revealed that sopee the

FMD 1n the
country

imtroaduction ol
1900s, the
had three sero-types of |1

curly has
Type O, A and C were only
1959, 1975 und
1976, respectively, From then
on, these serostypes appeared
from one outbreak 1o another

The World Reference Labe
tatory at thot time did the
serulogical tests for FMD for

conlirmed 1n

the country. These serologi
cal tests proved to he costly
for the country so 1t was sel
dom done . With 1his sitaalion,
the need Tor a local diagnos
e laboaratory

T|I|.
vealed

became o musl
rescarchers ulso re
the Il‘1\||l[\
showed that sero-types A und

C scemed to have vamished as

recenl

no confirmed reports of the se
ralypes were conlirmed mn the
past decade

Alter
ments

SCTICs
e
divided anto Tour Zones
are FMD

AFCis)

li&'\'l'il'i'
conniry  now s

These
conlrol (endemie
muostly ol
Central Luzon provinees, FMD
hulter zones (Visavis, Paliwan

and Bicol), FMD-{ree zones

Lol posed

WITH FMD

(Mindanna) dnd FMD profected
zones (Northern Luzon prov
inces und including Zumbales,
Cavite

In the use ol Enzyme
Linked Immumsorbent (ELISA)
F'ar the diagnosts and monitor
ing of FMD in the Phnlippines.
the researchers used the ol
Jowing methodologies: vesicu
Fluid
samples, blood serum samples,

Bataan and

lar  epithelium  and
Assay reagents, indirect sand
wich higquid phase blocking
ELISA [or detection of anti-
hodies of FMDV and data in-
lerchange

A 10 percent suspension of
the vasicular epithelium or as
undiluted vesicular Muid was

e o o (I'rom page 10)

tested tor FMDV antigen se
04 Manisa A4
Curzerro and C3 Resende. The
indirect sandwich ELISA was
used tootest the samples
The researchers concluded
that the inteoduction of ELISA
for FMD monmttoring surveil
lance and tor evaluating FMD
vaccines' elfectivencss was o

roltypes

success and proved to be an
important tool to the control
and eradication ol the discase.

It was recommended that
this ussay be the standard Tor
FMD diagnosis in the coun
iry. A regular participation
in the orientation and infor
mation programs should also
be programmed. (PNA)
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RP TOURISM
CONTINUES TO
MAINTAIN

A POSITIVE
OUTLOOK

by LYNDA B. VALENCIA

AN

TO SEEK LIVE THE TRUTH AND
JANUARY 15-21, 2001 X

SHARE A VISION
P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

MIDST the Asian economic crisis, the negative impact of the Abu
Sayyaf terrorist and MILF secessionists activities, Philippine Tour-
ism continues to maintain a positive and hright outlook for the year
2000 under the Estrada Administration.

Tourism
Gemma Cruz Araneta sand
that to mitigate the nepa-

Secretary

tive publicity generated by
the exaggerated coverage of
terrorist and secessiomst ac-
Livities, the D‘.‘]‘:!:Hllc l
created a4 Communications
Task Force i cooperation
with the private sector
Aranela Lhat
tational wurs were designed
and
agents, fravel and tourism

sand

INnvi-

for the rour travel
WIIIers In Our major mar-
kets in North and Western
Europe, North America,
Korea and Japan. They
were taken to the anchor
destinations with the coop
eration of interndational (SQ,
Cathay., Lutthansa) and
domestic (PAL., Cebu Pa-
cific) airlines.

The "Rediscovery™ Tour-
ism Program of the Estrada
Administration is the best
umbrella program imple-
mented by (he DOT -

has given a substance 1o
the existing Tourism Mas-
ter Plan (1991-2010), “Re-
discovery” consolidated the
DoT's |?:.|IL.t'|'I'|_:_: eflorts and
thus focused and redetined
the Phulippines image in i
matn LQurism markers

It 1s a multitaceted ounst
where
nature
culture and history, cuisine,

dest nation VISILDFS

CAll enjoy Sports
traditional restivals, shop-
ping and the environment
it has aroused a pride n
the majority of Filipinos
converting them into tour
ism tronthiners

In the Estrada Adminis-
tration, tourism develop-
ment s community-hased,
For example. the Entrepre-
neurial Development in Ru-
ral Tourism (ERDT) pro-
vides livelihood opportuni-
ties for marginal proups in
anchor destinations by 1i-
nancing small and mediums-
sized tourism enterprises

RP.TOURISM: Positive outlook remains.

that produce souvenirs and

other handmade items

For worldwide promo-
tions of the Philippines, the
DOT 1n cooperation with
the private sector, actively
parficipaies in i

nano! travel and

LTSN

for aside Jrom organizing

ourism sales missions in

mam markels

The Se
seégretaries and orhes
DOT and 11s
attuched agencles organze
and
tant international meetings
al the World Tourism Or
ganization, the APEC.
ASEAN., American Sociery
of Travel Agents

retary, Under-
(RAN N
clals ol the

participate o unpor

Interna-

tional Tourismus Bourse
London, European Travel
Muirket and the Pacine Asia
Travel Association
For domestic tourism
promotions, the DOT re-
lies on 1ts network of re-
gional offices and rourism
It also has criti-

with

councils
cal linkages lead
povernment units and non
governmenl Organizalions
Araneta has instituted a
Festival Suppart fund and
together with other ofticials
ol the DOT. she

around the country in rep-

Iravels
reseptations ol President
Estrada and the “Rediscov-
ery” Program ol his admin
ISLraLon,

Tourism arrivals under
the first s1x months ol the
Estrada Administration re-
corded a total or 1,102,743,
For the period January to
I..)l'.l'l.'”'lhl']

rivals

WYY tourism ar-
total of

2,176,514 representing an

recorded a

FRUITS, VEGGIE

FRUITS AND VEGETARBLES: Popular among llocanos

GETS BOOST IN

SAN FERNANDO CITY
- The campaign tor in-
Creased consumption ol
Iruits and vegetdbles rie-
ceived vigorous supporl

Irom eovernment line agen
cies, mncluding the media,
llogios

n the region

s was gleaned dur
ing the holdimg ot the recen
Integrated Nutrition Muln
Media Campaign focused on
Iruits and vegetahles held
at the aity's Orpanization
Rehabilitation and Training
here.

Nerissa Babaran, Nutri-
tion Ofticer [l of the Na-
tonal Nutrition Counetl i
Mantla,
of truits and vepetables have

Center

sdand consumption

decreased tremendously
throughout the years due
to the changing lifestyles

And dietary

habits and the
hiph cost of these commaeds-
118

Stressing the imporuince
fruirs and

0O EeAring Ve -

erables, Babaran said an

individual must eat hive
servings of fruits and green
leaty and yellow vegetables
und root crops which con-
tain Vitamin A, Vitamin C
and 1ron everyday
According to her, Vita-
min A increases hody re-
sistance to infections. pre-
vents hlindness and dryness
of the skKin and helps at-
tuin proper growth and de-
velopment among children
while Vitamin € strength-
ens hones and teeth, pre-
vents scurvy and cancer
Iron is important 11 oXy-

gen transport and prevents

ILOCOS

anemia, she stressed

Mie advoeacy campalgn in
the eating ol fruits and vepg-
ctables aims Lo tarpel moth
ers, caregivers, elementary
liome

school ¢hildren and

cconomic teachers

The campaign centers on
high value commercial crops
k.‘ld_\'nu_
malunggay and sigarillas as
commonly

such as patani,

well as ealten
vegetables such as Kangkong,
ampalaya leaves, alugbati,
saluyot, among others
Strategies Lo attain objec
tives 1o this campaign include
planning of [lruit trees and
vegelables, nutrition educa
(10T SEsS510N5 |1|1r|n-; [arents
leachers association meclings,
preparation ol creative and
attractive vegelable recipes
and Jruit and vegetable
“Baon™ days for sehool ¢hil

dren, (PNA)

imncrease or 0,98 peroent,

For the T1irst semester ol

the year 2000, tourist ar
riviils 1,063,256,

The tourism industry
contributed USS1.281 hil

lion during the

reached

first six
months of the Estrada presi
dency. For the year 1999,
tourism receipts totalled
US$2.55 hillion or an in-
5.83

crease ol percent

x.'ﬂf]'l{lill't_'lj to the previous

vear's record of LUSS2.41
billon
tor the first

semester of the year 2000,

Moreover,

tourism contribution to the
economy reached, USS1.22
hillion. Tourism investors
poured in P4.85 billion for
Yl

Administration.,

a4 single during the
Estrada

(PNA)
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