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10 SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A VIS.ION

WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 23, 2001 " P7 IN METRO MANILA
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MEASURES

HERE’s no
law, as
far as we
can tell,
against weird
behavior, even
if the eccen-
fric happens
to be a judge.
If there
were, then
Sandiganbayan
Justice
Anacleto
Badoy just
might find
himself
arrested,
convicted and
imprisoned for
being this side
of normal,
given his 3 ffl];;::‘;_!‘;(’:‘{j'(i;'l:llilHl"l::\“lt.-’\S!:]lll‘lr:sf::Itjn[tnt"'}l_urjii}t'lat'np;n_g:l!-ﬁ:rl_‘n:\"u'. :L\'h?ﬁl(‘ﬂ. Il_\":\'l}ﬂ;:fl'\'\’l‘l.l':lrl"illll! [.)l'.\L'l(j}pl’lll:l‘lqutjl:"l‘{‘{illr'T' ("tfru.mn
2 EyIAS an, hands as gifts to caroling street children gathered by the Department of Social Wellare and

recent i : : ... Development (DSWD) at the launching last week of the **Paskuhan ng mga Batang Pinoy" at the EDSA Crossing Paskuhan Center
i ; { 2 located at the SM Megamall Bldg. B in Mandaluyong City. (Malacaiiang photo
actuations. yong City. ( ¢ photo)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than jusl
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes and
turn them into international champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's
income weni to the Philippine Sports Commission for

PAG
) C,
%

the traming and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games, A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR

CArcs.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible (:aming

e




WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 23,

There’s no law, as far
as we can tell, against
weird behavior, even if
the eccentric happens to
be a judge. If there
were, then Sandigan-
bayan Justice Anacleto
Badoy just might find
himself arrested,
convicted and
imprisoned for being
this side of normal,
given his recent
actuations. But Badoy
is hardly alone in a
climate so fraught with

tension and intrigue that

it drives good people

to acts of extreme
strangeness. Badoy was
all over the media last
week - thanks partly to
his unconventional
sense of public relations
- for arriving in an
ambulance ata TV
station, where he
presented himself to a
news program. Badoy
has become the darling

of the anti-Erap Left for

lis decisions favoring
the prosecution.

HERE’s no law, as far as we can tell,

against weird behavior, even if the eccen-

tric happens to be a judge. If there were,

then Sandiganbayan Justice Anacleto

Badoy just might find himself arrested,

convicted and imprisoned for being this side of
normal, given his recent actuations.

But Badoy is hardly alone | fer to his daughter’s car --

in a climate so [raught with
tension and intrigue that it
drives good people to acts of
extreme strangeness, Badoy
was all over the media last
week thanks puartly to his
unconventional sense of pub-
lic relations -- [or arriving in
an ambulance at a TV station,
where he presented himself to
4 news program.

There he
one ol his stul!
whom he later de
stenogrupher, had probubly
made off with an important
document relating o Erap
Estrada’s plunder case, which
his division is hearing. (The
stenogrupher would later lear
fully deny the accusation
expressing dismay und conster
nation.)

announced that
members,

e as his

Earlier. Badoy was found
sleeping on the [loor ol his
Sandiganbayan office, having
locked himsell in
vent, he would explain later,
any intruder from stealing any
more documents trom his files,
Aflter leaving the TV stdion,
Badoy got buck on the private
ambulance, ovnly to debark
several minutes luter 1o (rans-

to pre

which. he said, was a more
comfortable ride proceed
ing thereon to a hospital for
a check-up

The oddness of Badoy's
actuations would lead Arthur
Lim, president of the Integrated
Bar of the Philippines, to
deplore them as being demean
ing to the judiciary,

We all know  Anacleto
Badoy [rom his celebrated tifl
with his superior, Justice
Francis Garchitorena, who had
aceused him ol sleeping on the
job. As it turped out, it was
Garchitorenu whom the Su
preme Court would suspend last
week for sitting on his cases

over 300 of them, by the
Court's count, some of them
len years old

That, more than anything
Badoy has done (or not done),
tell us just how weird the
situation is, beyond matters ol
individual eccentricity. Badoy
may be acling very strangely
oulside of the courthouse 1n
deed, but ultimately, it should
be the quality of the man's
judgment on the job that should
count

Badoy has become the
darling ol the anti-Erap Lell
for his decisions favoring the

prosccution. Bul quite apart
from his perceived leanings,
Badoy should be judged by the
same measure we apply (o
Garchitorena and all the other
members of our judiciary:

Are they honest, able and
elficient? Are they able to pul
justice and fairness above
politics and PR? Are they more
concerned with doing the right
thing than with  being
mediagenic?

An insight into just whal's
ailing our courts might be had
from a former justice secre-
tary, Senate President Franklin
M. Drilon. In a recent speech
before law alumni ol the
University of the Philippines,
Drilon pointed out that the
current backlog in our munici-
pal and metropolitun trial
courts now stands al a slag-

gering 836,536 cases. Just a
few years ago, that ligure was
substantially lower, indicating
that Filipinos are filing more
cases laster than the judges can
dispose of them

The backlog. in turn, can
be traced to the sheer lack of
qualified judges. Many law
vers are loath to enter the
judiciary because of the low
sularies.

Of 2,130 iotal positions
for judges in the lower courts,
710 or roughly one-third are
unfilled; of 476 municipal trial
court positions, 253 or more
than half are vacant,'" Drilon
said in s speech.

Drilon is supporting meas-
ures to raise judges' salaries
and exempting them from the
Salary Standardization Law. He
has also filed a bill seeking to

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is heraby given thal Ihe astale of lhe lale AGUSTIN
ROXAS who died on February 3,

1959 was seltled exirajudi

establish a small-claims courl
system lo try minor cases and
help relieve the backlog
While Anacleto Badoy's
antics do not exactly give cause
for conlidence in the persons
of our justices, they are a much
smaller 1ssue compared (o the
gross and rampant corruplion
we keep hearing about in the
corridors of our courthouses.
Particularly troubling is (he
fuct that a corrupt judge can
simply choose 1o do nothing

to earn his or her Keep. Sit-
ting on a case can be as good
as killing it, with no one the
wiser,

We all could benefit from
a judiciary thal secems more
stable, more solid, and less
given to theatrics. It's now up
to Anacleto Badoy 1o reassure
us that he hasn't lost his
bearings where and when it
counts -- on the job, faced with
the defining legal questions of
our ime. (CyberDyaryo)

IN THE MATTER OF CHANGE OF
NAME OF DIANNE NAVARRO

RENITA "RINA" J NAVARRO

Pelitioner

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 25, MANILA

SP. PROC NO. 01-102210

ORDER

In her verified petition, pefitioner prays that after due nolice, publication

cially by his heirs in a documeant enlitled “Extra Judicial Set
{lament ol Real Estate With Quit Claims”™ entered in the nolarial
register of Notary Public Lea O. Villavi

WE FORUM
Week ending Dec. 9, 16 & 23, 2001

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal the estale of the lale ARTURO
NAGUIAT ABELARDO, SH. who died on Oclober 15, 1996 was
axtrajudicially settled among his heirs and entered In the notarial
registar ol Notary Public Aurora S. Baulista

WE FORUM
Week ending Dec. 23, 30, 2001 & Jan, 6, 2002

and hearing. judgment be rendered changing the name of her daughter DIANNE
NAVARRO to JACQUELINE MOLINA, as 1s but propet right from (he slart

Finding the pelition lo be sufficient in form and subslance, |el (he instant
case be sel for hearing on May 9, 2002 al B:30 in the morr al which
dale and {ime, any inlerasted person may appeaf and show se, Il any
why the pelilion should not be granted

Likewise pelitioner is hereby ordered lo cause he publication of this
order once a week for Ihres (3) conseculive weeks In a newspaper ol ganeral
circulation, the las! publication of which should not be later than January 9
2002

Send copy of {his order lo the Salicitor General, the Cily Civil Registrar
ol the City ol Manila, patitioner and counsal

SO ORDERED

Manila, Philippines. November 26, 2001

(Sgd.) AIDA RANGEL ROQUE
Judge

WE FORUM
Week ending Dec. 23, 30, 2001 & Jan. 6, 2002
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BIO-SAFETY COMMITTEE KEEN
ON STRICT MEASURES VS. GMOs

TUGUEGARAO CITY —
The government’s Commil-
tee on Bio-Safety has served
notice it will strictly regu-
late the entry of genetically
modified organisms (GMO)
in the country to safeguard
public welfare.

The committee includes
representatives from the
Departments of Health
(DOH), Agriculture (DA),
Environment and Natural
Resources (DENR) and Sci-
ence and Technology DOST),

POSTPONE
BARANGAY
ELECTIONS

MALACANANG has given
the go-signal for the resetting
of the Barangay elections origi-
nally scheduled for next year,

In her weekly press con-
ference at Malacanang, Presi-
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo
said the proposal from many
sectors to  postpone the
Barangay polls “is a wise
move," considering the limited
financial resources of the gov-
ernment.

Given the projected P145-
billion budget deficit the gov-
ernment is facing, the Presi-
dent said there is just no way
of sourcing additional fund for
next year's general appropria-
tions to allow the Commission
on Elections (Comelec) to
conduct the polls

“There's no money in the
budget for the Barangay elec-
tions," the President said.

However, she stressed that
the idea of postponing the
clections did not come from
her, although she recognized
that “it's a wise proposal from
everyone.”

“It's a clamor from every-
one.” the President said, add-
ing that it was not only Con-
gress which admits the need
for the government 1o resefl the
polls, but even the poll body
and the private sector.

The Senate {inance commit
lee chaired by Senator John
Osmena carlier said it is not
inclined to include in the
Comelec budget the appropria-
tion for the conduet of the
Barangay polls,

Reports indicated that the
P900 million originally ear-
marked lor Barangay elections
has been diverted to the mod-
ernization program of the
Philippine National Police
(PNP) after the Comelee told
the Senate that the amount is
not enough to administer the
polls. (PNA)

as well as scientists in vari-
ous fields.

DOST Secretary Estrella
F. Alabastro, during the
launching of the Information
Exchange Center (IEC) here,
said that although bio tech-
nology is a good tool for the
realization of the govern-
ment's vision for food suf-
ficiency, some regulatory
work has to be done.

“It (biotech) is also the
shortest way to atlain eco-
nomic development in the

GMA SCHOLARSHIP;

by PURITA S. LICAS

country,” she said,

Alabastro, however, as-
sured that government will
be the first Lo object to the
entry of GMOs which may
unduly affect human beings
and the environment,

“We have the most strin-
gent measures in the world
in so far as the entry of GMO
and bio technology are con-
cerned,” she assured.

The DOST chief, how-
ever, appealed to all sectors
of society not Lo stop the

resident Macapagal-Arroyo thanks the Southeast As

experiment now being under-
taken Lo determine the viabil-
ity of agricultural bio tech-
nology using GMOs in the
country.

“We are in search of the
truth, and the only way we
can find out is to carry out
actual experiments in our own
backyard,”™ she stressed.

“How will we know the
advantages or disadvantages of
biotech if we don't push for
the completion of the experi-
ments now being undertaken?”

she asked as she noted that
all bio-technologies will un-
dergo rigid testing.

She said there is nothing
more she wants than the im-
provement of the productivity
of the small and medium en-
terprises of the country.

“We have to prepare for the
future of the people.” she said
as she commended the Cagayan
Valley region for attaining the
desired food sufficiency level
in beef and grains especially
rice. (PNA)

an Ministers of Education Organization-Regional

Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA) for the launching in Malacaiang of the SEARCA Gloria
Macapagal-Arroyo Graduate Scholarship in Economics, starting school year 2002-2003. SEARCA Directors Dr. Ruben Villareal,
Dr. Sockartawi (shaking the President’s hand) and Dr. Eliceo Ponce of the Bureau of Agricultural Research turns over the
documents and official poster of the SEARCA-President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo Graduate Scholarship in Economics to the
President during the launching last week. (Malacafiang photo)

SE REGION RICHEST IN BIODIVERSITY

CEBU CITY — The South-
cast Asian region has been
identified as having the rich-
est biodiversity in this part of
the globe.

The identification was made
in the report of the ASEAN
Regional Centre for
Biodiversity Conservation
(ARCRBC) based in Los Banos,
Laguna in northern Philippines

The report also noted that
Southeast Asian region also has
four major biodiversity “hot
spots™ and 36 endemic bird
arcas

Among the ASEAN mem-
ber counltries, it said Indone-
sia, Malaysia and the Philip

by MANUEL S.

pines are included in the
world’s mega-diverse coun-
trics, with Indonesia in the top
live.

These three along with
Brunei Darussalam, Singapore,
Thailand and Victnam are pur-
ticipating in the ASEAN Re-
gional Centre for Biodiversity
Conservation (ARCBC),

The report said the
biodiversity of these countries
however, is severely threatened
and many ol s endemic spe
cies are highly endangered

Inadequate information,
poor protected arca planning
system, misuse ol land, weak
enforcement of poelicies and

SATORRE, JR.

laws, overpopulation and poy-
erty, among many, have been
identificd as the root causes
of this degradation,

In addition, the report said
over 470 million people de-
pend on these resources for
food, clothing, shelter, medi
cine, recreation and hivelihood,

The report said that
ARCBC, as the central point
for the network of focal agen-
cies called the National
Biodiversity: Reference Unils
or NBRUs in the AMCs, shall
strengthen and  promote
biodiversity conservation in the
region.

The Centre is called 1o
strengthen the conservation of

biodiversity in the ASEAN
region by developing o network
of focal agencies in cach
participating couniry such as
Brunei Darussalam, Indonesia,
Malaysia, Philippines, Singa-
pore, Thailand and Vietnam.
Cambodia and Lao PDR may
be participating next year

The Centre is also designed
to estublish institutional link-
ages between and among the
Association of Asian Nations
(ASEAN) Member Countries
(AMCs) and between the
ASEAN and European Union
(EU) partner-organizations 1o
enhance their capability (o
promote biodiversity conserva
tion. (PNA)

CUTTING
PESTICIDE
RESIDUE
THROUGH
COOLING

CEBU CITY — Pesticide
residues on fruits and veg-
ctables can be reduced
through refrigeration, said
Dr. Alice Alma Bungcay,
Professor I1I of the Uni-
versity of the Philippines
Manila.

She said her students’
laboratory researches show
that Keeping vegetables and
fruits in the refrigerators for
a period of time can reduce
pesticide residues.

She was among the Key-
note speakers during the
food safety and security
seminar at the Ccbu Busi-
ness Hotel last week.

“We keep our fruits und
vegelables in our refrigera-
tors Lo maintain their crisp
ness and freshness but we
do nof know that in the
process, we are also reduc
ing the pesticide residues
that they contain,” he
stressed.

Bungcay added that in
the period of 10 days or
more, [ruits and vegetables
reduce pesticide levels of
up to 10 milligrams. How-
ever, she said they cannol
determine how much resi-
due is lost everyday.

“We are yet on the proc-
ess of making sure and
retesting. We are doing a
lot of laboratory experi-
ments (o make sure and
determine the exact amount.
We are doing a lot of Ir1-
als and the resulls vary all
the time,” she said.

But she confirmed that
the process would Keep the
fruils and vegetables safer
from pesticides than putting
them in a place of room
lemperature.

Aside from refrigeration,
she said cooking is also
very good at reducing pes-
ticide residues on food.

Pesticides arc redoced
up to 40 percent when they
are cooked.

Laboratory results show
that covering the food while
cooking is more eflective
because it adds more heat
that can help the pesticide
evaporate faster.

Most crops tested by the
Chemical Control and Pes
ticide Toxicology and
Chemistry Laboratory of the
National Crop Protection
Center al the UP-Los Banos
do not exceed the maximum
residue limit (MRL).

The presence of pesti-
cide residues on fruits and
vegetables is only hazard
ous to the health if it ex
ceeds the minimum MRL

The World Health Or
ganization (WHO) has set
an Acceplable Daily Intake
(ADI) that would determine
how many pesticide intakes
cannot harm the person

(PNA)
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DEVELOPMENT IN RP FASTER
UNDER FEDERALISM -- PIMENTEL

RP’S BLINDNESS

CEBU CITY — Federalism can hasten development projects
in local government units (LGUs) and could minimize cor-
ruption, said Senate Minority Floorleader Aquilino Pimentel
Jr.

“If we give autenomy Lo the local governmenl to run
their areas, development is faster and incidence of corrup-
tion lesser,” Pimentel told a Visayas-wide Conference on
Federalism Movement at the Cebu Business Hotel Sunday.

Incidence of corruption will be lesser since the people
will closely monitor how the local funds are spent, he
explained.

Pimentel has been batting for the adoption of a federal
system of government

According to Pimentel, the proposal to adopt the federal
system of government “is meant primarily to provide the
foundation for a just and lasting peace in central and southern
Mindanao and secondarily to provide an equal opportunity
for the development of the regions ol the country.”

He added that the system would also “counter the per-
ception, if not the reality, that Metro Manila is favored
over other regions in matters ol development.”

The budget must be given to local service projects and
the local government will also have to use the resources
of the province to govern the state, he stressed

Under the proposal, Pimentel said Luzon might have
four federal states and Metro Manila may be converted into
a special federal administrative center, like the Washing-
ton, D.C. in the United States.

Moreover, Visayas may have three federal states—the
federal states of Eastern Visayas, Central Visayas and Western
Visayas while Mindanao may also have three federal states

On the powers of the government, he said the federal

SEN. PIMENTEL: For federalism.

Results of the survey conducted by the House committee

RATE IS

DAVAO CITY — The 2.7
percent incidence of blind-
ness in the Philippines is
very much higher than the
world rate of one percent.

German deaconess
Marion Heinen, of the
Hildesheimer Blind Mission
of Germany, stressed this
point, attributing its preva-
lence to malnutrition result-
ing from widespread pov-
erty in the country,

In a talk at the Philip-
pine Information Agency
here Thursday, Heinen said
the ignorance of parents on
primary health care and the
absence of good nutrition
practices in many Filipino
households have worsened
the situation.

“A lot of parents bring
their children to guack doc-
tors. I want to tell them that
(quack doctors) can’t heal
their children,” she said.

“Good nutrition is the
most important preventive
option for blindness,” she
advised.

HIGH

In the same forum,
Welmo Capoy, officer-in-
charge of the Davao School
and Rehabilitation Center
for the Visually Impaired,
said 95 percent of his 76
students were indigents.

Other than malnutrition,
complications due to mea-
sles were also identificd as
a major cause of blindness,
Capoy said.

There were also those
who were born congenitally
blind because of cataracts.
Prematurely-born babies
placed in an incubator could
be prone to the handicap
when their supply of oxy-
gen was inadequate, he
added.

Capoy noted that mal-
nutrition continued to be
the major worry because
some families of blind per-
sons could hardly have
three meals in a day.

The condition was true
in far-flung arcas where
parents have little or no
knowledge of primary
health care, he said. (PNA)

on constitutional amendments show that 81 out of 87 multi-
party congressmen favor amending the 14-year Conslitu-
tion to keep it attuned to the demands and conditions of

states might have power over matters that are not reserved
to the federal republic

He said the powers of the federal republic will cover REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

foreign affairs, national defense, federal taxes, customs
and immigration, basic education, curriculum and justice

Other powers may be assigned by the Consutution Lo
the federal states, including primacy in the matters of de-
velopment, environment, local tuxes and police.

“The local government can make their own policies bul
they must be spelled out in the Constitution,” he stressed

However, he said the adoption of the federal system of
government needs a revision of the Constitution, which 1s
the hardest obstacle to overcome

Many people are against Constitutional amendments but
majority of the congressmen favor these

changing times. (PNA)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the lale ROBERTO
BRAVO NOLASCO who died on November 21, 2000 in Quezon
City was sellled extrajudicially by his heirs in a document en-
liled “Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate With Waiwer of Rights”
entered in the Notarial Registry of Atty. Ricardo C. Neri bearing
Doc. No. 273; Page No. 56; Book No. Xl Series of 2001

WE FORUM
Week ending Dec. 23, 30, 2001 & Jan. 6, 2002

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Y wJNAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
City of Makati

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANEK. INC
Mortgageals
versus EXTRA JUDICIAL FORE
CECILIO OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
Mortgagot/s UNDER ACT 3135 AS AMENDED

IRMA L

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PLRSUANT fo the terms ol th ile Morigage unaer Act
\ed under the dale of January 15, 2001

n tavor of BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK

mergage debl Inthe amaunt of P'1,195 85! 7

vé of Interests, panallies, ailorney s

s ol loreclos

the Clark of Court & Ex-Officio Sherifl of the Regional Trial Court of Makall
City, hereby announces that an Jan: 25, 2002 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning
or soon thereafter in front of the Main Entrance of the New City Hall of
Makali he or any of his lawful sheriffs will sell al public auction to the highest
bidder and for cash, in Philippine currency, lhe lollowing described real properly/
las with all its improvements, exisling thereon, to wil

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 305389

CONDOMINIUM UNIT STUDIO 607_gf the LPL MANOR loZaied a |

the Sixth Floor containing:an are of SIXTY FOUR (64) SQUARE METERS,
mare of less

- A A X

Interested parties are hereby enjoined lo investigate for (hemselves lhe
title of the said property/ies and the encumbrances il any lhere be

Makall City, December 19 2001

ENGRACIO M ESCASINAS, JR
Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio. Sheriff

WE FORUM
Week ending December 23, 30, 2001 & Jan. 6, 2002

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL REGION
BRANCH 46, MANILA

VICENTA LAPUZ
Plaintiff
VEIsus -
SPS ROLANDO F PANA
AND TERESITA T PANA
Dalendants
U mmmm e w s s e

Civil Case Mo 00-87733

SHERIFF’S NOTICE OF SALE

Wheraas, by virtue of the Writ of Execulion issued in (he above-antitied
case on November 6, 2001 in order lo pay lhe morlgaged deb! and the
amount due as slated in the decision elc . ihe undersigned Sheriff will sell
al Public Auction [he morlgage properly of the delendants Sps Rolando F
Pana and Terasita T.'Pana which is more parficularly described below

“THREE STOREY\HOUSE MADE OF STRONG MATERIALS WITH
Gl SHEETS ROOFING DULY ERECTED AT 1113 NEW ANTIPOLO
ST. TONDO MANILA" (As stated in the chattel mortgage
dated August 20, 1999)

NOW. THEREFORE, by virfue of the Wril of Exacullon issued by the Hen
Court the undersigned Sheriff will sell al Public Auction tol he highesl bidder
for CASH and in Philippine Currency on J ary 3, 2002 al 10:00 o'clock

=n the*nroming er soon Iherealter at the M antrance of the Manila Cily

Hall, the rights, interest and parlicipation of the defendanis SPS ROLANDO
F PANA and TERESITA T. PANA in the above described mortgaged property
in order 1o satisly said Wril of Execulion, togather with the Costs, Sherill's
Fee and Expense ol Sale

Prospective buyers and bidders are heraby enjoined 1o invesligate lot
\hemselves the properly described above, and the encurmnbrances theraon, If
any there be

Manila, Philppines. November 13, 2001

(Sgd | MICHAEL ANGELO A, PARGAS
Sherifl IV
WARNING

It 1= absolutely prohibited to REMOVE. DEFACE OR DESTROY Ihis Notice

on o bal ihe date ol Sale, UNDER PENALTY OF LAW

WE FORUM
Week ending December 9, 16 & 23, 2001
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DAVAO CITY — Move
a bit aside, Mr, Durian. If
Department of Agriculture
(DA) officials will have their
way, Davao City and the rest
of Southern Mindanao should
be groomed to be the coun-
try's fruit tree capital.

Rufino Odtojan, DA re-
search and development
chief, claimed that they are
seriously considering promot-
ing to the farmers the plant-
ing of fruit trees because they
fetch more price per kKilo in
the market compared (o rice
and corn,

“We are looking al the
viability of extensively plant-
ing and mass producing
banana, mango, durian,

by JOEL B. ESCOVILLA

pomelo and papaya in Davao
City," Odtojan said, adding
that the city possessed the
natural ingredients needed to
produce fruits that could
compete in the global mar-
ket.

“We will study and re-
view the quantity, quality,
and pricing of fruits that
could be grown in the city,”
he said.

Farmers and fruit grow-
ers in the region could con-
centrate their attention to
planting and producing the
cardava banana varicty be-
cause of the fruit's exporl
potential lor banana chips.

The focus on cardava
bananas would veer farmers
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away [rom highly-competitive
multinational firms thal op-
erate and control large tracts
of cavendish banana planta-
tions and export the same.
This way, the small farmers
would be free from compe-
tition when they grow
cardava bananas, he hinted.

More than 30 percent of
the country’s total banana
output last year came from
Southen Mindanao

Odtojan said Davao del
Sur has been eyed Lo pro-
duce cardava bananas (o
sustain the demand from local
and foreign makers of ba-
nana chips.

On the other hand, the DA
official said the durian fruit,
which has become the trade-
mark of Davao, has opened
windows of prolitable oppor-
tunities for local larmers and
growers

“Durian 1s 4 monopoly of
Region 11, The fruit sells at

durian supply in North
Sulawesi, Indonesia.
Consulate officials said the
fresh Monthong durian with
husk fetched 52.70 per kilo
while semi-processed and

P60 to P8O per kilo, com-
pared (o rice and corn which
sell at much cheaper prices,”
he said.

Meanwhile that exporters
have been finding it hard to
sell the durian fruit in
neighboring states south of
Mindanao

The Department of For
eign Allairs (DFA), through
its Consulate in Manado.,
Indonesia, raised hopes that
growing and producing high
grade durian of the Monthong
variety could do the trick and
even address the scarcity of

vacuum-piacked durian meat
had a market value of $§6.70
for a six-piece pack and
$3.40 for a three-piece pack
Bul competitiveness would
rely on the quantity of durian
meal shipped out

The officials said inter
ested durian exporters should
explore talks with Bouraq
Airlines which served the
Davao-Manado route twice
weekly to get the most prel
erential rate for the slack
cargo capacity ol the airline

Although the plan to open
a regular shipping route from
Gen, Santos Cily port Lo

DURIAN: Mindanao’s best bet.

the order, Southern
| Mindanao would lose South
Cotabato, Sarangani, and
Gen, Santos City (Socsargen)
II' this happened, South- | to Central Mindanao or
e Mindanao's durian would | Region 12
go global, The Socsargen area com
But Odtojan said South | prised 60,000 hectares of the
Cotabato would have to re- | 74,000 hectares planted to
main as the region’s rice and | rice and corn in Southern
corn bowl until Executive | Mindanao
Order No. 36 signed by Besides planning Lo Ltrans
President Gloria Macapagal form the regilon imto a lruil
Arrovo would be imple- | basket, the agriculture depart
mented ment would develop some
The executive order re- | 30.000 hectares for corn and
organized the administrative | rice production in the cov-
regions in Mindanao follow- | erage area ol the Davao
ing the inclusion of Basilan |"Integrated Development Plan
provinee and Marawi City to | (RIDP)
the Autonomous Region in | The areas included Davao
Muslim Mindanao (ARMM) | City, Davao del Norte, Divao
following a plebiscite last Au- | del Sur, Davao Oriental, wnd
gusl Compostela Valley, (PNA)

Bitung was underway, quite | In
4 number of smaller
vessels have been plying the
route
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Ramadan or not

USINESSMEN are reportedly upset about the

President’s decision to make Monday, the end

of Ramadan, a national holiday. The same busi-

nessmen have nothing against Christmas or All
Saints’ Day as a holiday, and yet the most they seem
willing to accept is to mark the end of Ramadan as
a holiday only in Mindanao. Never mind the large
Filipino Muslim community in Quiapo, among other
places.

There is a certain irony in the President declaring
a national holiday to please the Muslims, joining the
let’s-bond-with-the-Muslims bandwagon that even the
Pope has embarked on with his having urged the
faithful to fast yesterday in solidarity with the Muslims.
The irony lies in the fact that never has Malacafang
been more full of Catholic images, from the statue
of Our Lady of Fatima at the Palace reception hall,
to the gigantic 10-foot-high lahar image of the virgin
Mary in the Malacainang basement patio.

The Palace has a chapel for these, and we do not
consider it appropriate to make religious statuary part
of its official decor. Some years back we pointed to
the violation of the separation of Church and State
that took place when a Catholic shrine was built on
government land in Mandaluyong. We have consist-
ently pointed out that it is indecorous and possibly
offensive to see Santo Niios peeping over the shoul-
ders of senators, congressmen, police generals and
clerks. We do not even think it appropriate to have
Catholic Masses made integral parts of state programs
and commemorations. (The Mass can be held for those
who want to hear Mass before an official ceremony,
hut lct the line between was is—a -State' event and
reily vice be made clear.)

Bt . since o °t line will not be drawn, then let no
one draw furthe:r lines; indeed. Let the President.
proclaim holidays for ¢he faiths that have significant
followings in this country. Let the Iglesia ni Cristo
have a national holiday. Let the Jehovah’s Witnesses
has a holiday; let the Mormons have theirs. Or, if
people think this is too much, then abolish them all
and let us have a truly secular State that respects all
religions and doesn’t give people an ex_use to whine
over a holiday that harms no one and may just make
the Muslims feel a little more important. (TODAY)

Dl KAYA
ANTHRA X

No peace

CERTAINLY, this Christmas won't see
peace in the world, as there has been no
peace in countless Christmases. The mes-
sage oft-heard during the season, ‘'Peace
on Earth, Goodwill to All Men,"" has rung
hollow through the centuries, The Good
Book is right, after all. Left to their own
devices, men have never known, and will
never know, the way to peace (Isa. 59:8;
Rom. 3:17). The Taliban might have fallen,
the Abu Sayyaf may be on the run, Misuari
may be jailed in Malaysia or here, the
ethnic Albanians might have surrendered
their weapons in Macedonia, and so on,
but peace there's none and there'll be
none until, if the Good Book is to be
believed, Christ returns to earth as King
of Kings and Lord of Lords.

LERE ]

Peace, as someone said, is not just
th'e absence of war. It's not enough that
nations and individuals don’t quarrel
with one another. It's a must that they
also care for one another regardless of
religion, race, sex and other differences.
What matters is, we're all human be-
ings, members of the Family of Man,

LEES

Hope I don't sound preachy, but just

ONE’S WORTH

by MAKNOBEE=——

this, when just about every professing
Christian talks about peace and love and
goodwill, and grants you Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year,

Can't be merry nor happy if there's
no peace, can you!

Can there be peace in our country if
millions of our countrymen are sick and
hungry and jobless? If our government
officials think, talk and do nothing but
politics? If grafters, past and present, are
treated like untouchable royals? If our
leaders in public office, in business, and
in churches don't lead by examples?

L E L &

Wish more righteous men prayed for

peace. The prayer of a righteous man

can’t help sounding like it in times like J avails much, James says.
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A CAR STOLEN
EVERY 4 HOURS

A TOTAL of 1,970 car theft
cases were reported Lo the au-
thorities in the 11 months to
November this year, almost 11
percent ol I[85 incidents more
than the 1,785 documented
over the same period last year,

Citing National Police sto-
tistics, Sen. Renato Cayetano
(Lakas) said the figures trans-
late to an average of six cars
stolen daily or one every four
hours.

.‘\k'l.lll"l“l”.' L C.l}'ulliﬂ-‘.
ulmost 80 percent of the ve
hicles lost were reported “sta
len while parked.” The re
maining 20 percent were re-
ported “forcibly taken.”

Most of the vehicles re-
ported “forcibly taken™ were
later found abandoned or re
covered after having been used

by pangs in criminal activi-
lies,

Six out of every 10 vehi-
cles stolen during the period
under review were scized in
Metro Manila.

Cayetano, mesnwhile, re-
newed his warning to shopping
mall owners that they could
be held liable if cars parked
i their facilities are losl to
thieves.

The Senate commitlees on
trade and industry and on
Justice and human rights had
previously ruled that malls and
other commercial establish
ments could not escape labil-
ity for losses or damages
suffered by motorists who avail
of their paid or free parking
lfacilities

Emboldened by the opinion
of the Senate panels, the City

Council of Makati recently
passed an ordinance muKing es-
tablishments liable for losses
or damages sulfered by pulrons
in parking facilitics

The Senute panels described
the waiver of lability found
in most parking tickets as “non-
binding contract of adhesion,™

A contracl of adhesion
could not be regarded as a true
contract since it suppresses the
will of one ol the parties, In
parking tickets, only the owner
ol the establishment fixes the
terms, leaving the motorist no
choice but them.

A contract of adhesion
should be interpreted strictly
against the party who drafted
the same in order to protect
the other party agains! oppres
sive conditions. according to
the Senate pancls. (PNA)
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FOR WOMEN: President Macapagal-Arroyo accepts from Manila Mayor Lito Atienza the re

T-shirt of the **Kababaihan ng Maynila Foundation™ signifying her membership in the group
during the 17th anniversary of the foundation at the Ninoy Aquino Stadium in Manila recently,
Behind the President are Mrs. Avelina “Beng'” Atienza and Rep. Banzai Nieva of the 1st
District. The President said she decided to do away with a prepared policy speech on women
issues and instead would talk from her heart, (Malacariang photo)

SAY SOMETHING GOOD -- GMA

PRESIDENT Gloria
Mucapagal-Arroyo has called
for a return to the times when
people Kept to themselves il
they had nothing good to say
about others

“Sana av magbalik tavo sa
panahon ng ating mga ninune

na manafuimik na sana
taye  kung wala  tayong
masabing maganda tungkol sa
isang fae (1 hope we return (o
the times wherein people shut
up il they have nothing good
to. say about a person),” the
President said in her regular

lang

LOCAL SEA CUCUMBERS YIELD ANTI-CANCER

AGENTS

DID you know that marine
invertchrates in the seas known
cucumbers c¢an be
sources ol anti-tumor agents
and cure lor human immuno
virus (HIV)?

Researchers Elizabeth E.
Gana and Dr, Florina E, Merca
of the University of the Phil
ippines-Los Banos (UPLB)
Institute of Chemistry have
found such potentials,

In o study monitored by the
Los Banos based Philippine
Council for Aquatic and Ma-
rine Rescarch and Development
(PCAMRD), the researchers
isolated lectins from the brown
sea cucumber Holothuria sp.,
purified the isolated compound
using chromatographic and
cytotoxic activities

Lectins are sugars with anti-

s sSCd

ciancer activity usually found
in plants bul have also been
discovered in vertebrates und
Inveriebrales

In ¢hemical results
showed that the leetin isolated
from the body wall of the
brown and cucumber exhibited
relatively ligh agglutinating
activity )

The lectin from the brown
sea cucumber lectin is a non
blood type specific lectin which
agglutinates blood types A, B,
AB, and O 11 also agglutinates
cattle and goal blood cells

Classificd as u complete
lectin, it requires no prior

1ests,

treatment with (rypsin to ex-

hibit lectin activily. The lectin
| agglutinability increases with
| the addition of trypsin while
the addition of calcium en-
hances its agglutinating activ-
iy

Holothuria

sp. lectin was

ohserved 10 possess milogenie
activity or cell proliferation
It was lound to be effective
aguinsl mouse muscle cancer
and human lung cancer al
levels of 5 and 50 micrograms,
respectively

In medical research, lectins

| have been lTound 1o have o
therapeutic effect on the HIV
A plant lectin known as jaculin
completely blocks the HI
virus in laboratory tests using
lymphoid cells.

Aside from their ability to
agplutinate malignant cells,

leclins also serve as Prognos
tic indicalors for tumors
There more than 40
lecting which are commercially
avallable in the market. The
Philippines imporis lectins
which cost US$25-150 per
milligram. (PNA)
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TOYM: President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo poses with this year's recipients of The Outstanding Young Men (TOYM) awards
during rites held at the Ceremonial Hall in Malacaiang last Dee. 11. Photo shows (from left): Leocadio Sebastian for plant
breeding and genetics category; Alexandria Pricto Romualdez, public service in print meding Dr. Jaime Montoya, infections
disease; Bernido Liu, business entreprencurship; Edgardo Jose Martin a.k.a, Gary Valenciano, contemporary music; Juan
| Sajid Imao, sculpture; Enrique Filamor of the Philippine Jaycees: Judy Roxas, TOYM chairperson; Roberto Barreiro, public
service in broadeast media; Dorothy Joy Delasin, sports; Josia Go, business education; Samira Gutoe, youth and leadership in
social and cultural development; and Risa Hontiveros Baraquel. peace advocacy. (Malacafiang photo)

conterence I
Mulacanang
The President noted thal
| in the time of our parents and
anceslors, people refrained
from speaking ill of others
because they knew how to
respeet their fellowmen
"Marunong
gramalany sa Katawhan ng thang

Press
pres

kast silang
kilala o
kapithahay (11 1s because they
Know how 1o respecl others,

fao, Kaibigan,

their friends, acquaintances and
neighbors),™ she said

The President further noted
that now, people readily con
coct stories and spread them
through cellphones us it these
were the truth

She smid that when there's
a group of three und one of
them leaves, it is likely that
the two will talk about the one
wlho left.

In the news today. the
President noted the widespread
use of such words us “repori-
edly.” “allegedly,” and “pur-
portedly,” and phrases like
“according to our reliable
source” and who
requested anonymity,”

The President said
words only mean that stories
ure ]JI\.'kl“.':_.' i accuracy,

She said the people must
follow two principles, one of
which s the Golden Rule that
stutes “Do nol do unto others
what you do nol wunt others
o do unte you,”

The other, coming from the
Holy Bible, says “Judpe not
and you may not be judged,”
she said

The President said 1l only
people would use these prin-
ciples, “we will not become
lost.”

Meanwhile, the President
said she remains focused with
her work amid allegations and
criticisms against her admin
istration. (PNA)

“oflficials

Ihese




	We Forum, vol xxv No. 33 - Dec. 23, 2001
	Recommended Citation

	0624
	0625
	0626
	0627
	0628
	0629
	0630
	0631

