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P5 IN METRO MANILA

HE 20,000 WHO FORMED THE
BARANGAY NG MASA
SHOUTED FOR ACQUITTAL OF
PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA
IN HIS IMPEACHMENT “TRIAL
OF THE CENTURY” THAT GOT UN-
DERWAY AT THE SENATE SESSION
HALL BUT THEIR SOUND SYSTEM
WAS DROWNED OUT BY THE MORE
POWERFUL EQUIPMENT OF 30,000
ANTI-ESTRADA RALLYISTS IN A
FACEOFF EAST OF THE VAST
CULTURAL CENTER GROUNDS
BY THE BAY. » An editorial
report by ERIC S. GIRON
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‘TRIAL OF THE CENTURY’
TESTIMONIES CHALLENGED

by ERIC S.

3 HE 20,000 who formed the barangay ng masa shouted for acquittal
of President Joseph Estrada in his impeachment “‘trial of the cen-
tury’’ that got underway at the Senate session hall but their sound
system was drowned out by the more powerful equipment of 30,000

anti-Estrada rallyists in a faceoff east of the vast Cultural Center

grounds by the bay.

Under the banners of the
Leagne of Municipalities,
Jeep ni Erap, and a people’s
movement, Estrada's urban
supporters walked or were
bused in [from Tondo,
Caloocan City, Malabon,
Navotas, San Juan, Manila
South Harbor, Rizal and
Cavite housing projects and
massed in front of the Ma-
nila Film Center near the
Senate building.

A monstrous traffic jam
impeded latecomers at the
Malate Church area where
Jaime Cardinal Sin In a
lubilee Mass homily claimed
it was his duty to demand
President Estrada's resigna-
tion.

‘Do not speak evil to
God,"* PMAP leader Ronald
Lumbao quoted the Bible in
addressing Manila Arch-
bishop Sin. ‘Do not curse
a leader of your people."’

The remaining 200 pro-
testers lighted torches and
tried*to crash into the sen-
ale building in a *‘Jericho
march'’ similar to that of anti-
Estrada groups, This set the
mood for the first presiden-
tial impeachment on which
the entire nation is focused.

Davao City supporters of
President Estrada in their 50s
and 60s danced to ballroom
music al the park and chanted
that the Senate jurors will
acquit the President from
charges of bribery, graft and
corruption, betrayal of pub-
lic trust and culpable viola-
tion of the Constitution, filed
by the House

INITIAL FIRE

In the Senate hall, one of
the 11 prosecutors, Rep
Joker Arroyo. questioned
how St. Peter's Holdings of
President Estrada with capi-
tal outlay of P62,500 c¢ould
buy the lavish ‘‘Boracay
Mansion'' on Hemady Street,
New Manila, QC of lormer
housing czar Jose Yulo For
P142 million supposedly [or

one ol his mistresses, out of
alleged illl-gotten wealth.

Arroyo centered on
charpges of questionable
checks and the Estrada fal-
silication ol his statement ol
and liabilities which
said he had only P35 mil-
lion assets, With Rep. Os-
car Moreno, Arroyo sel Lo
prove Estrada had pocketed
P130 million of P200 mil-
lion in Hocos Sur tobacco tax
kickbacks and used a secrel
bank account to hide owner-
ship of firms not listed among
his assels

Arroyo named corpora-
tions which had presidential
counsel Edward Serapio as
incorporator with identical
directors and incorporators.

Arroyo showed the check
used to pay for the property
with President Estrada’s sig-
nature although in his latest
statement of assets and li-
abilities the President is worth
only P35 million.

Rep. Raul Gonzales sought
to prove betrayal of public
trust for alleged Estrada
intervention in manipulating
the Securities and Exchange
Commission investigation
with former SEC Commis-
sioner Perfecto Yasay as
witness

On the culpable violation
of the Constitution, Rep
Wigberto Tanada alleged the
President had assigned luxury
vehicles to certain officials
and appointed individuals to
multiple povernment posi-
Lions

asscls

MENDOZA
FOR DEFENSE

Chiel defense counsel
Andres Narvasa (retired
Supreme Court chief justice)
was reduced tot he role of
introducing former solicitor
peneral and justice secretary
Estelito Mendoza who pointed
to llocos Sur Gov. Luis
(Chavit) Singson as the cul-
prit, not President Estrada,
in the diversion of the to-

bacco excise tax funds

Mendoza said Singson
committed 13 counts of fal-
sification of public documents
when he authorized the with-
drawal of P170 million out
of the P200 million tobacco
fund of Ilocos Sur for par-
tial payment of two [lue
curing barns and equipment.
Mendoza asked, ""Where are
Jhe equipment?'’

Singson is reputed as the
llocos jueteng kingpin. When
President Estrada sought to
eradicate jueteng by introduc-
ing a variation called Bingo
2-Ball in llocos Sur, Mendoza
said Singson resorted (o
telling lies implicating Mr.
Estrada to jueteng kickbacks
Mendoza said he would
present conerete evidence (o
show President Estrada had
no link 1o jueteng operations

He cited the prosecution
evidence on the other im-
peachment offenses as weak
since they were merely taken
from newspaper accounts,
But he noted that nowhere
are these charges included
in the complaint. Hence,
these cannot be included in
the trial. He did not rebut
charges of betrayal of pub-
lic trust and culpable viola-
tion of the Constitution,
saying these were "‘walang
kuwenta."'

JUETENG MONEY
RAP

The prosecution adopted
Singson’s testimony that
President Estrada received
gambling money from jueteng
pperators. Rep. Sergio
Apostol said the prosecution
panel would present in due
time ‘‘clear and convincing
evidence'" of direct Estrada
involvement.

President Estrada has cat-
cgorically denied collecting
from gambling. But Apostol
claims his panel has docu-
mentary evidence Lo estab-
lish the direct Estrada in-
volvement in jucteng opera-

jueteng money was ina

GIRON

WITNESS: Emma Lim and
Gov. Luis ‘Chavit’ Singson
(right) with Rep. Sonny
Belmonte.

tions

Presidential adviser Anton
Prieto sought to disprove
Rep. Sergio Apostol's claim
that all presidential appoin-
tees be comsidered hostile
wilnesses when he testified
with Chief Justice Hilario
Davide’s permission to deny
that he gave Gov. Luis
(Chavit) Singson a4 P1.1
million check as part of

Jueteng proceeds given Presi-

dent Estrada

Singson said part of the
“'pay-
able to cash'" check of Phil-
ippine National Bank (Naga
City) dated April 7, 1999
which he deposited in a
Metro Bank branch in Ma-
nila, Apostol said. The pros-
ecution moved to check the
PNB and Metro Bank records
on the check.

On day two, Singson's
employe Emma Lim testilied
having collec'ed from Anton
Prieto a PNB (Naga) check
of P1.1 million which
bounced when she deposited
it at the Ayala Metro Bank

She said rrom the olfice
of San Juan Mayor Jinggoy
Estruda she collected P1 mil-
lion wrapped with tape in a
magazine last January, The
second time, P1 million was
placed in a shopping bag. The
third million pesos she col
March

Mayor Estrada vowed to
return from Los Angeles,
Califormia to refute Lim's
testimony she collected whal
Singson told her was jueteng

lected was in

money and the March check
had a picture of Jinggoy
Estrada on it. The mayor said
the prosecution panel allowed
his trip to the US.

From Central Luzon gam-
bling operator Bong Pineda,
Lim testilied she collected a
total of P10 million on two
oceasions.

Former Philippine Na-
tional Police chief Roberto
Lastimoso in his second
appearance contradicted his
first statement that President
Estrada ordered him from
Malacanan (o coordinate with
Singson on jueteng operalions
(which Singson admitted) by
saying the President issued
a memorandum directing him
to wipe out all forms of
pambling, particularly,
jueteng in Luzon

Delense «counsel Raul
Daza said the contradictory
show Lhat
no credibil-

Statements
Lastimoso has
iLy

Apostol said Sens. John
Osmefa and Teresa Aquino
Oretd may be asked to tes-
tify on their claim that each
of them were given one
million-peso checks aboard
the presidential yacht Pangulo
by Singson in April as balalo
[rom hiy winnings in a ca
sino. At that time, they said
they did not know il was
jucteng money which they

returned later.

PROSECUTION
DELAYS

The prosecution and de-
fense panels were advised by
presiding officer Davide to
ready their evidence and
wilnesses so as nol Lo bog
down the hearings to mark
the exhibits. Senate President
Pimentel pointed to one hour
delay for each recesses which
hampers finishing the *'night-
mare'" by the end of Decem-
ber.

By Jan. 2, he pointed out
candidates for various offices
will file their certificates of
candidacy until Jan, 14. He
wanted to avoid political is-
sues creeping into the trial,
He said it is up to the House
to deal with reports that the
opposition is not satisfied with
the performance of the 11
prosecutors, particularly,
Leyte Rep. Sergio Apostol.

The Integrated Bar of the
Philippines offered the ser-
vices of its lawyers in lieu
of the House panel who, it
claimed, are '' no match to
the powerhouse defense
panel. "’

““The way things arc go-
ing, President Estrada will be
acquitted not because there is
no evidence bul because the

(Next page, please)
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evidence will not be esublished
at all due to the inexpericnee
of the prosecutors in litigation
work,"* said 1BP president
Arthur D Lim,

Prosccuting Rep. Joker
Arroyo seaffed at the IBP
proposal and crificisms apainst
the manner he and his col:
leapues were handling the case
“But they came under hire for
their lapses in the impeach-
ment trial which opened Thurs-
day from pro and unti Estrada
groups.

DEFENSE ROASTS
LIM WHO RECEIVES
THREATS

Prosccution witness Emma
Lim testified she personally
delivered five million pesos in
black attache case to President
Estrada’s office in Malacanan
but at that time he was talk
ing to someone ahoul Tive feel
away. She said the President
suw her

She
exact date in January

could not recall the
1999

Before this she had pone with
Prasident™s
house at Polk Street in North

ern Greenhills, San Juan 1o
deliver the money which ocos
Sur Gov. Luis Chavit Singson
came from jueteng proceeds

But Estrada’s private secretary
Malou was nol there and alter
waiting several hours outside,
she went (o Malaciinan

There she found Malou and
handed the money to her which
she placed on tle side ol the
desk. Malou rang up Singson
and they conversed over the
phone in Hocano. Tt was at this
instant that he saw the Presi-
dent talking with someonc. Bul
she could not remember the
date,

On direct examination, Lim
identified eight duplicate cop
ies of deposit slips of PNB
Naga totalling P12 million
which presidential adviser
Anton Prieto transferred n
jueteng money to the President

Defense layer Estelito
Mendoza tried to establish on
direct examination how close
Lim and Singson were. She
admitted having staried with
P1,500 a month salary but is
now receiving P20,000 a
month. Having worked 14
years for Singson, counsel Raul
Daza

COMmpa nians 1o

noted her testimony

appeared seripted

Shie remembered how she
received jueteng money Irom
operators but did not reeall the
cxiet Jdwtes of the turnover
Dazy noted she could not
remember the date she pave
President Estrada the PS mils
lion in an attuche cuse

Mendoza Tound 1t unusual
it Lim eould not remember
a1 memorahle event like meet-
ing the President Neither could
she recall when Singson told
her whae she had in her pos-
session was jueteng money Tor
the President. She said e made
the revelation when she asked
where such huge sums of
money she was delivering had
come lTrom

Lim testified that on a
Friday she puve a milhon-peso
check of jueteng procecds o
the President’s son, Mayor
Jingpoy Estradu, at his San
Juan office. It was 4 United
Overseus Bank Philippines
cheek Dec. 11, 2000
The bank which s memhber

dated

ol o Singapore group pssued a
disclaimer that the muyor never
hud a checking account W ith
the United Overseas Group

Dazi charped Lim lied when
she suid she puve Jingpoy
Estrada the cheek #nd said she
could be held eryminally hiable
for it. On this ground, Duazu
suid Lim's testimony was in
doubt. Daza, when
asked why he did not present
the certification during the
Maonday cross-examination.
said Mayor Estrady wanted to
personally testily on his re-
turn from the United States
Deec. 14

Lim testified that when she
went Lo Jinggoy's office to
collect jueteng money, he took
a check from his wallet which
was personalized with his
picture stamped on it, and
handed it 1o her

Lim told Rep. Sergio
Apostol of the prosecution she
Lad received a phone call
Sunday night wairning her to
take extra precaution. '"You
and your family will die,”" the
caller warned her

DAY 4 TRIAL

On the fourth day, the
prosecution sought the Niling
of charges of obstruction of
justice ugainst Equitable PCI
Bank Vice President Severing

SCrious

Paga No, 29, Book No
C. Baluyol of Manila

NOTICE OF SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

Notice is hereby glven that Leonila Juanl, et al., heirs ol the lale
BIENVENIDO JUANI who died inleslate on July 2, 2000 a! Balluag,
Bulacan was sellled extrajudicially by sald heirs, per Doc
VIl Series of 2000 of Notary Public Avelina

Dec. 18, 25, 2000, Jan. 1, 2001

No. 141,

WE FORUM

o

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice is hereby given thal the aslate ol tha lale FRANCISCO
R. SANTOS who died on Sepl
extrajudicially seltled among his heirs in a documen! entered Inta
the nolarlal registry of Alty Aurora S. Baulista bearing Doc. No, 30
Page No. 7: Book No 22: Serles ol 2000

22 1995 al Makall has been

WE FORUM

Dec. 4, 11 & 18, 2000
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on therr elam they were buund

il o reveal wnder the hank

AN AW (IS

The check wis depasited 1
the account of former Housing
czar Jose Yulo tee prrdhinse
New Mani'a lot in Queszon Cil
for President Estrada The
sipnature on the check re
sembled thar ol President
Estroda, siid Rep Joker Ar
royo. He saud the prosecution
had obiined the services ol o
Sceotland Yurd Enghish expert
to help examine any bank
document m the depositivn

Chict counsel
andres Narvasa complained the

d |
|
‘"| defense

PRES. ESTRADA: Alllies.’

defense panel was not prop
erly notified of the seldepo
sition or given i chanee o pive
their objections, He said it had
heen agreed carlier that wny

Ang for Fling (o produce hink
records Lor the heariag o the
basis of the hunk scoreey low
(Republic Act 1405 be given ul Jeast three diys’

Presiding Davide notice and tht hothy panels will
ordered the hank v comply formally arpue the
with the Dec. 6 subpoena and
1o show cause why Ang should

apphention for depositinn nusi

nithiedy
written
exchange
Sen. John Wi
ncensed dt stalemuents m uwle hy
Ry Raul
it the senabof
laney ™ and

caleeping and texting cellular

s
pot be charged with contempl
The hunk 1he
Binondn relused (o
produce o capy af the P142
mitlion cheek signed by Jose
Viahalla (or Velarde)

Oct S, 1999 despite o subpoena

allicials ol |‘|'n\._'|_'!]|[|‘|_;_‘

Briny Guonzales

judges ure just

dited  phone messayes, snoring. wihitle

e if1\|‘l':IL]II'.|L'||| trial was

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURI
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
KALOOKAN CITY, METRO MANILA

G-1BIG | M Exlra-Judicial Foreciosure ol
Morlgag rigage undel
veIsuSs
EDGARDO P TAMPIPI marned
1o EVANGELINE A TAMPIFI

Morlgagors/s

as amended by

NOTICE OF EXTH

Upoh exira-judicial peliion lor salé under Act 3135 as amended by Acl
4118 filed by PAG-IBIG FUND/HDMF MORTGAGEE wilh postal acdress al
Bth/F Pacilic Center Bldg San Miguel Ave  Fasig Lily agains! EDGARDO
P TAMPIPI married lo EVANGELINE A TAMFIPI. M IRTGAGORIS with postal
address al Blk 12 Lol 42 Jasmin S BF Homes I!l Novaliches, Quezon cily
{0 salisly the morlgage indebledness which as ol August 7. 2000 amounls
to FOUR HUNDRED FORTY THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED TWENTY FIVE
and 17/100 {P440,225 17) PESOS Philippine Currency including/excluding
inlerests penallylies atlorney s fees plus sherfl's lees and olher expenses
ol foteclosure and sale Ine Ex-Officio Shetiff of Kalogkan City thru Ihe un
detsigned Shenll hereby gives nolice 1o all interested parties and lo the
public n general thal on January 11, 2001 at len o clock n the morning of
soon Iherealter infront of the main entrance ol Kalookan Cily Hall [annex)
9ih Avenue cor Rizal Avenug Ex! Grace Park Kalookan City, will sell sl
public auction fo the highesl bidder/buyar for CASH and In Philippine Cut-
fency Iher

thereon. 1

.| esiale propettyfies together with all the improvements existing
prop I

of land ot 3 Blk

(4] ﬂ'
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. C-317608

3 of the subd plan Pst
1:032456:0, LRC F (
-an Cily, Melro Manila | {0l Lluzon Bounded
. g line 2-3 by lot
and on |he
all of the subd p Containing ar
SQUARE METERS more of |ess X 0¥ %X

hergby enjoined 10 nvest

a porlion o otk
in Broy
on the
2 Blk

25-¢
Bagumbieng Cé

along line 1-2 by road let 1, on the

on the NW  along line 3-4 by lot 12 (Exclu

ng line 4-1 by lo1 4 Blk 3
THIRTY EIGHT (38)
peclive buyers of bidders are gate for
ihemsalyes the lille to tha said properly/ies and encumbrances thefeon Il
any there be

Kalookan Cily. Metro Mamila December & Ul

NOTE: In the event thal ihere 1 only one Biddar on Ihe s heduled auclion

date Jan 11 2001 ihe

juclion s aulomalically resal on 2001

(Spd)) PAZ G

Ex-OIhci

PALANCA

RENEBERT B BALOLOY Shei il

shenll Inchafge

Copy lurni
‘J\I“'In
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18, 25, 2000 & Jan. 1, 2001

EPORT rues

poing o * He wd these stale
menis were mide inoan early
mernng video program
Osmefia siidd the derogatory
remurks had been gomg on tor
sometime. Sinee the past W ceK,
e ¢laimed the proseeution had
heen hitting the senators and
must be taught “paintul Jes-
wopet T s Hhat they w oild stop
commenting apainst the seny
future
Brondeanst journalist Twink
Muciraie hoad her day ot 1he
trinl as she was asked to read

tar-jurars an the

exeerpts relunive to quotations
ol President Estrada and oth-
ers i connection with the case
which she had collected
L L] L ]
ERAIP TRUST RATING
upe

In spie ol all the
made hy Estrada
¢riticss political rivals and
rallyists, people’s trust in

Nse

hashers,

Presiden Joseph Estrada soared
from 53 1o 71 pereent among
the poorest seetlor il

i the National Capital Region

sociely

lntest Pulse Ask survey while

Hiose pressing for his ousier

lost credibitity. His overall pall

pting rose from 35 to 4]
;‘l.'! :nl

Jhe roting of his detractor
Viee Presidemt Gloria M®
Arroye slumped from 27 to 19
perveni. Ratings of former
Presidents Corazon Aquino and
Fidel Ramos were whittled by
twi percent each from 31 fo
29 percent and 29 to 27 per-
¢ept. Juime Cardinal Sin lost
tour pereent (rom 30 to 26
percent,

The start of President
Estrada’s impeachment trial
Dec. 7 sent the peso sliding
down to P50.45 to the us
dollur after a P49.90 to $1 in
November

After weeks of stable trad-
ing and the inflow of dollar
remittances from Filipinos
abroad for the Christmas holi-
day. Bangko Sentral Governor
Ralucl Bucnaventura regarded
the peso decline as an over-
reaction to the complaint filed
hy the House against President
Estrada alleging the pocketing
of payolfs from illegal gam-
Pling jueteng and tobacco tax
vickbacks out of which he is
lavish
misSIresses

accused of building

mansions lor his

IN THE MATTER CF

BARRY M WEISER and
EDNA SISON-WEISER

Petitionirs

n Sison Sepolvida 19 years old

Street. A Manila thal the pett

Seplember 8 2000 (Annex A
n Rel who was born on Novr

¢y thal tha children

be obtained lor 1his adoplion that patl
fram his
for the

gilend suppor! and care

ication thal y Nave
thal th ydopl
FINDING the petition 1<

te sel lor hearin

al the 2nd F

1y 30 2

venaral cliculs

cial Warker Ter

repor) and recom

o leshly iharecn

Lal copy ol the patition with

50 ORDEREL

Manila Philippines; Novembel Fi-

Morales « No

Makat City

ORDER

preyvious marriage 1hal | alilic

Bldg Bonilacio Drive

yrdar be published onge a week ol {hree (3) conseculive weeaks

Case gnefs and

wsonally 1o the Office of |he Sohci

Tandang Sora Ave

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL
Region .l Trial Court
Branch 38
Manlla

JUDICIAL REGION

THE ADOPTION
DF MINOR PAULA JANE SISON RET AND
PAUL JOHM SISON SEPOLVIDA

Froc No 00-99350

Adoplion of Minors

This is a verilied pelilion was filed by the Spouses Barry M. Weiser and
.3 Sison Weiser lor the adoplion of minor Pauls Jane Sison Re! and Paul

Pefitioner husband is an American Citizen married lo Edna Sison Weiser
Filipino tesidents al 4041 Pedley Road No 140 Riverside, California, 92509
US A bul for purposes of this pelition. thay have Iheir address at Dominga

\ ners were marned al Makatl City on
that they desire lo adopt petitioner wile's
llegitimata children by her previous live-in relationship. namely Paula Jane
1har 10

1987 and Paul John Sison Sepolvida

jaty 26 1481 in i*atal and Maznila, respectively (Annexes B
mother and the proposed adoptees have given
theit respechive consent to this adoption (Annexes D
children who have no properties al their own reside with pelilioners {hat the

fathet of Paula Jane Sison Rel had abandoned them since their parenis
had separaled and his whereabouls Is unknown hence, his consent cannol

and 'E"), thal both

ot husband, a widower has no child
.15 are morally and linancially il to

ed adoptees Including provisions faf

g qualihcation

on would red

Wliciant In lorm and subsiance fat the same

al 8 30

v belora this Courl sitting
Porl Area, Manila and lel

y Manila pursuan! 1o P D
hereby directed o conduclt a
the proposed adoplees and lo submit
sna (1) week beforé the hearing and

s Annexas and ol this Order be served

- General

(Sad |. PRISCILLA BALTAZAR FADILLA

Prasiding Judge
ova Distnet. QC

WE FORUM

Dec. 11, 16 & 25, 2000




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions.
wm J I

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities, Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps %ring out the best among our athletes
and turn them into mternational champions.

Since 1999, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's

income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

AG
o PAGe,
& %

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
CAres.

“L. J” Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EULOGY
‘PURITY OF INTENTION’

by JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

(The following is a faithful recollection of a
eulogy delivered extemporaneously by the We
Forum publisher-editor during the neci—e-
cal services of the late Tirso Molina Sr. last
Dec. 9. 2000 at the Loyola Memorial Chaj
els, Guadalupe, Makati City. Daddy Tirso was
the father of Chuchay Molina Fernandez, the
first managing editor of the We Forum and
editor-in-chief of Malaya, who is now the
managing editor of Today.)

Q% HE Molina-Burgos Kinship,
bonding if you may, goes a
long way -- 25 years or so ago
when we started our crusade

TIRSO MOLINA, SR.

for freedom during the unlamented
Marcos dictatorship. This relationship
has made of us a set of extended
families -- so much so that the
younger Molina siblings took us in
— my wife Edith and I -- as their
godparents in their respective wed-
dings — from Chuchay, to Dickie, to
Gordo, to Maricar and to Mila. One
particular wedding 1 could not for-
get was that of Dickie and Vivian.
I had to snatch then Judge Felix
Barbers, father of now Senator Bobby
Barbers, away from a meeting at the
Manila City Hall. It was supposed to
be a secret civil wedding but guess
who were with us? Daddy Tirso who
kept on teasity Dickie for finally
getting himself a girl, and the rest
of the Molina clan.

These wcddinga where | stood as prin-
cipal sponsor, welded our families together
They made me and Edith*the kumpadre and
kumare of Daddy Tirso and Mommy Lulu.
While we were kumpadres many Hmes over,
Daddy Tirso and Mommy Lulu also became
our inaanak! How so? Because Edith was
one of the sponsors or ainang during the
Molina's golden wedding anniversary just a
few months ago.

With this pleasantly unique situation, how

can one express one's feelings in moments
of bereavement? Words are not quite enough.
| guess we have to resort Lo the eloquence
of silence to convey our compassion and
empathy -- a hug, a Kiss, a pat on the
shoulder, a longing glance. After all, lov-
ers have no use for words. Being silent or
simply being there would suffice.

And so we quietly recall the memories
that made up a man's existence in this carthly
dimension. For isn't life simply a barrelful
of memories? I am sure each one of us here
whose life Daddy Tirso had touched has his
own thread of memories to unravel, But let’s
do it silently, And smile

The other day | was struck by a phrase
used by a priest on occasion ol the feast
of the Immaculate Conception. The phrase
was “‘purity of intention’’ of accepling
God's will through faith

Daddy Tirso never wrote & book, climbed
mountains or went deep-sea diving. The
farthest he had gone nature-tripping in recent
years was perhaps enioying the ricefields,
the fishponds, the copse of trees in our
Bulacan farm in which every visit was a
reunion of sorts with the Molina clan. In
retrospection | suspect that everylime Daddy
Tirso pestered Chuchay and husband Butch
to stay overnight in the farm he was just
seeking oul an excuse Lo be closer with those
he loved

His being just a good hushand, a betler
{ather, never secking a more comfortable
life, was an acceptance of God's will and
to me this was the purest of intentions

They say that mystcs try to seek per-
fection after death but 1 suppose perfection

can start right here while one is still alive.
Every love shared, every pood deed, no
matter how small, like striving Lo raise 9
children in an upright and honest way lo
make them worthy of God's mission -- are
the first steps toward the road to perfec-
tion. This, Daddy Tirso had successfully
achieved. And the perfection process had
ended with his passing away. Now, he belongs
to the ultimate dimension, the realm of angels.

God created man not as pure spirits, like
the angels and therefore He gave man both
body and soul. And since angels are pure
spirits, they could reach the peak of per-
feetion without having to use a body to contain
the spirit. Daddy Tirso had merely left a
shell, like a bottle of beer emptied ol the
liquid

The Gospel of today tells us of Jesus’
admonition to his disciples: The gift you
receive, give us a gill

Daddy Tirso's gift woven in the punty
of intention can be summed up into (WO
commitment to honesty and the balm of laugh-
ter.

He has produced an admirable daughter,
Chuchay, whose remarkable courage as an
editor and honesty to the advocacy of press
freedom, 15 a clear manifestation of Daddy
Tirso's legacy.

Daddy Tirso's zest for life through his
sense of humor is too legendary Lo recall
here

And so, after the services and after tears
shall have dried up, let us all laugh and
purify our intentions so We¢ can be always
a part of Tirso Molina Sr. here and there-
after.

in their hour of grief,

retired accountant fro
all those who offered prayers, Mass Cards,

All those who loved him ©
in their prayers, and to re
being reunited with his Creator.

Daddy Tirso is not dead
gave in his 79 years on earth.

THE FAMILY & RELATIVES
OF THE LATE

OLINA, SA.

TIRSO® M.

m Sampaloc and Paco, Monilo,{wish to
flowers and condole

r were touched by him in life are req
member him fondly - and only with

.- he remains with us, giving us the same

express their deepest gratitude fo
d with them in one way or another

uested to confinue including him
joy, as he must surely be happy

happy company he so unselfishly
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LEARNING FROM ANTI-MARCOS ACTIVISTS

by AYA FABROS

N THE eve of our ®WNational Day for He-
roes, four men and a woman were honored
as heroes and martyrs for their bravery
and sacrifices for the country during the
dark days of the Marcos dictatorship.
However, as the country faces another form
of crisis in leadership, the acts of these men and
woman can very well serve as inspiration to a
generation now trying to unseat a President who
is widely perceived to have taken decency out of

On_the eve of National Day for Heroes, four men
and a wonman were honored as herocs and martyrs
for their bravery and sacrifices for the country
during the dark days of the Marcos dictatorship,
However, as the country faces another form of
crisis in leadership, the acts of these men and
woman can very well serve as inspiration to a
generation now (rying to unseat a President who is
widely perceived to have taken decency out of
public service.

public service.

The Bantayog ng mpga
Bayani Foundation this year
added the names of student-
activists Reyvnaldo Andal, of
Dunte Perez and Carlos del
Rosario to s list ol mar-
tyrs. and the names ol [ree-
dom fighters Ester Misu
Jimenez and Father Pacilico

Oruz o s list of
Their names have been en

Cuy

individuals, we draw i new

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
LALDOCAN CITY

NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE
FINANCE CORPORATION
Marlgagee
VErsus -
SPS BALBINO B. VILLANUEVA &
MARYJANE VILLANUEVA
Morlgagors

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon exira-judicial pelition for sale under Acl 2135 as amended by Ac!
4118 filed by NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE CORFORATION
Morigagee, with principal office and poslal address al 7ih Floor Filomena
Building, Amorsolo SI . Legaspi Village, Makati Cily against SFS BALBING
B VILLANUEVA and MARYJANE VILLANUEVA Morigagors, with residence
and postal address al Lol 3 Block 9, Bo. of Novaliches, Caloocan Cily, to
salisly the mortgage indebtedness which as ol June 30, 2000 amounls lo
SEVEN HUNDRED NINETY FIVE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED SIXTY FE
S0OS (795,460 00), Philippine Currency Includinglexcluding interests, penal-
lies. allorney's fees plus sheriff’s fees and all olher necessary expenses of
loreclogure and sale. the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheritl of Caloocan
City through the undersigned Shenfl, hereby gives nolice fo all interesied
parlies and lo the public in general thal on January 12, 2001 &t 10.00 o clock
in the morning or soon Iherealter, infront of the main entrance of Caloocan
City Hall Annex. Aurelio Building, Rizal Avenue Ext corner Sth Avenue Grace
Park. Caloocan Cily. she or her duly authorized Sherfl will sell al public
auclion lo the highes! bidder and lor CASH in Philippine Currency, the real
eslale properly together with all the improvements exisling thereon lo wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 191212

A parcel.of land (Lot 3 Block @ of the cons -subd plan Pes-13-000843
baing a porlion of the consolidation of Lots 800-C to 500-1, SO0 G
900-U, 900-V, 8001 800-JJ, 900-WW, 900-XX Psd-45200, Lols 903
803.C-2, (LRC) Psd-2701, LRC Rec No 6563), siluated in the Bo: of Nova
Caloocan Cily, Metro Manila Bounded on the S altng line by Lol € o
W . along line 2-3 by Lot 2 both of Block € on the N along line 3-4
Road Lot 7 (10 m wide), and on the E in@ 4-1 by Lol 4. Block &
all of consolidation-subdivision plan X xxx Xxx contaming an area of L1
HUNDRED THIRTY THREE SQUARE METERS AND FIFTY SQUARE DECI
METERS (103.50) more or less

Prospeclive buyers/bidders arte hereby enjained o invesligate tor ther
selves (he litle of the said properly and encumbrances
be

Caloocan Cily

alang

X XXX
theraon il. any lhare
November 28, 2000
FAZ G PALANCA
(Sgd ) DANILO P NORBERTE Ex-Olli.1p Sheritl
Sherifl In-Charge

NOTE

In the eveiil thal only one bidder appears on J
sale of the above-described properly will be auto
02 2001 al the same lime and place withoul the naads o
republishing of \he nolices

anuary 12 2001, tne auchior

aily resel 1o Febiuary

[
Copy lurmished All Parlies Concerned
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graved on the famed Wall
Remembrance at the
Memorial Center in Quezon

“From these courageous

found strength especially at

\

i

DICTATOR MARCOS: Lessons in deposing him.

a time of crisis,"" said guest
speaker Makati Rep. Joker
Arroyo during the ceremo
nies

Reynante Concha Andal
(19350-1972) and Dante Dizon
Perez (1951-1972) were stu
dent organizers, who gol
actively involved in various

underpround work in the
countryside. Shortly after
martial law was declared, a
shoot-ta-kill order was issued
against them. They were
muassacred by operatives of
the Philippine Constabulary
in Oriental Mindoro
Carlos B. del Rosario

IN RE PETITION FC
ENTRY IN THE RECORDS OF THE
CITY CIVIL REGISTRAR OF
MANDALUYONG CITY

AMADO [ MAGSOMBOL JR
ALEXANDER C MAGSOMBOL
Patilioners

ana ALEXANDER (
puk

fisttar ol Mandaluyong

May

Septembar 27 4
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3 verilied polition lor corret

tan! pelil
n the marning belare the F
Jirgle Mandaly

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 214
MANDALUYONG CITY

CORRECTION OF

ORDER

clion of

MAGS OMB

calion and hearnng. i

ad al thg pauliong

Ihe Phillppine

+ a waek lar (hree

(1943-1971) 1s a desapare-
cido (missing one). A mem-
ber of * the Kabataang
Makabayan, he was a mass
organizer and intellectual
leader who opposed the
presence of foreign military
in the Philippines

For being a member of
the Light-A-Fire Movement,
Ester Dolores M. Jimenez
(1916-1997) was imprisoned
for 13 months and sentenced
to death by the military courn
Tne sentence was, however,
never carried out. In 1986,
when democracy was restored
in the country, the sentence
was nullitied by the Supreme
Court

IFather Pacifico A, Ortiz,
SJ (1913-1983), was secre-
tary of the Episcopal Com-
mission on Justice and Peace
and the Church-military li-
aison committee. He risked
liis life looking for victims
of repression and investigat-
ing military atrocities

Arroyo. himself an anti-
Marcos activist, pointed tot
he need for the public to
pause and reflect on the
examples set by these mar-
tyrs and heroes in opposing
and exposing plunder, human
rights violations, and other
social injustices during the
Muarcos umes

This 1s because today's
youth, he said, seem to have
indifferent to the
people’s cause often simply
shrugging ofl critical 1ssues
“Should a similar
happen, how will the youth
react?" he asked

The Bantayog ng Bayani
Foundation was orgamzed in
[986 by riends and relatives
of the martyrs of martial law

“Aflter the EDSA cevenl
of February 25, 1986, we
whao martial low
needed o reminder that there
wias o danger we might Tor

hecome

Crisis

survivied

pel those young men and
women who had shed their
hlood and oflered their lives
williout dawn ol
suld Tormer seni
Salonpga, who
Ioundation

seeiny the
Ireedom,’
lor Jovito
chalrs the

“We wanted to memori-
alize the sacrifices of our
martyrs, but at the same time
we wanted Lo express our
determination not to allow a
dictatorship to flourish again
in this land, " he continued

The Bantayog ng
Bayani Foundation
honoring heroes and martyrs
of the martial rule each yeir
since 1992, The first 65
names out of over 60,000
individuals who were impris-
oned, tortured, killed, some
“salvaged’” or suddenly dis-
appeared, were unveiled on
the morning of Bonifacio Day
or National Heroes Day in
1992

Among this hirst batch of
honorces were well-known
personalities, like Ninoy
Aquino, Edgar Jopson and
Macliing Dulag. As of this
year, 113 heroes and mar-
tyrs have been cited by the
foundation

Relatives and friends of
the honored martyrs and
heroes called on everyone Lo
continue being vigilant and
“renew their commitment Lo
fight injustice and repres-
sion, "'

The relatives and friends
of the honorees noted that
the public secemed to be
suffering from ‘‘national
amnesia’’ regarding crimes
committed during the Marcos
regimé. “‘While they [mar-
tyrs] are being honored to
day, they have yet 10 receive
justice. Many of the perpe-
trators ol crimes are
not l‘T]]_\' still at 131‘[.‘.1:. but
some even hold high posi-
tions 1 government and 1in
society, one of the relatives
said, identifying Senator Juan
Ponce Enrile as the Marcos
henchman responsible for
many erimes committed
against the people

As one partieipant put it,
YWe can always give them
plugues ol appreciation and
commemaoration, but the
greatest tribute we can give
the heroes of martial law is
by living the cause that they
\llL‘L’ lor.™" ["\r“

mgi
began

these
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Impeachment or assassination

MERICAN statesman Benjamin Franklin noted in history
the practice to remove an executive when there was no
impeachment was assassination.

However, the 17th United States President Abraham Lincoln
was assassinated by actor John Wilkes Booth while watching the
performance at Ford Theatre in Washington D.C. on the night
of April 14, 1865.

Vice President Andrew Johnson who took his oath as Presi-
dent on a rainy following morning April 15 was the first US
president to be impeached. The others were Richard Nixon on
the Watergate scandal in 1973 and William Clinton for his affair
with Monica Lewinsky.

Impeachment was already an established process in English
law and government for at least 600 years in which the House
of Commons preferred the charges and the House of Lords ruled
on them.

Delegates to the Philadelphia convention in 1787 who framed
the United States Constitution decided to adopt impeachment
with the colonial period’s basic Charter and it was retained in
the 1973 and 1987 Charters.

In a bicameral presidential form of government such as that
of the Philippines, the House of Representatives has the exclusive
power to initiate all cases of impeachment. The House process
is similar to the grand jury inquest in the United States.

In the Philippines, it is similar to the trial in a court of law.
Under the US Constitution, the President, Vice President and
all civil officers including federal judges and justices are remov-
able by impeachment.

The Senate trial is not a criminal prosecution in which proof
beyond reasonable doubt is required. It is a quasi-judicial pro-
ceeding which requires only substantial evidence or clear and
convincing proof of guilt, for charges of bribery, treason and
other high crimes.

The Philippine Constitution modeled after that of the US
provides under Article II, Section 2 that the President, Vice
president, members of the Supreme Court, Constitution Com-
missions and the Ombudsman may be removed from office for
“‘culpable violation of the Constitution, treason, bribery, graft
and corruption, other high crimes, or betrayal of public trust.”’

To impeach is to bring an accusation against or to charge
with a crime or misdemeanor, or to challenge the credibility or
validity of the testimony cf a witness. Specifically, it is to charge
a public official with misdemeanor before a competent tribunal
with misconduct in office.

In the Estrada impeachment case, thy Senate is the tribunal
whose members have been sworn in as the jurors. The American
courts have generally ruled that impeachment is the only re-
moval procedure allowable against offjcers created by the Con-
stitution.

Under American law after which Philippine jurisprudence
is patterned ‘‘courts have no jurisdiction in quo warranto or
other private action to oust an officer subject to impeachment
or legislative removal, or to interfere in impeachment or removal
proceedings.”’

EDITORIAL

NAPUPUNT A
ANG JVETENL
MONEY v

WITNE S

IMPEACHMENT
TRIAL

Enough!

““WALA na ba tavong puguuk.m_\'uhmz ng
panahon at paguukulan ng panstn kung hindi
itong impeachment ni Erap?"

This is a question we should ask our-
selves as, it Tooks to me, we are glued onto
the idiot box watching virtually nothing but
the Senate proceedings and hearing nothing
but two centavos' worth on the impeach-
ment

Which reminds me of a cartoon during
the celebrated trial of O.J. Simpson for the
murder of his white wife. Two ETs in their
spaceship noticed that all Earthlings were
watching the trial on TV. Bewailed one of
the aliens: **Absolutely no sign of intelli-
gent life!™

Can't it be said aboul us Pinoys nowa-
days?

The grandstanding alone of the senalors
is enough to raise our blood pressure, but
it seems we don't care il we collapse for
as long as we witness so-called history in
the making.

As 1've said here, whatever is the resull of
ihe senate palabas won't improve the national
Yes, Estrada must go. But will
replacing him with this overambitious Womin
named Gloria MACAPAGAL Arroyo solve our
at least, lessen them? On Lhe
contrary, the problems, 1 fear, will only worsen
The nation is in u no-win situation, and it will
be much worse if the military inlervencs, as
it scems bent 1o

sttuntion

pr ohlems or,

Al present, there appears (o be no capable

-
ONE’S WORTH

by MAXNOBLE=—

leader for the nation. Morally and intellectu-
ally and physically capable of steering the Ship
of State in its proper course to the proverbial
Promised Land. Since the Dictator's regime.
the Ship of State has floundered on the sea,
directionless except’ on the logbook ol who-
ever lords it at Malacafang. The Ship is in
a critical position today because the Captain
is either drunk or not in his post bul in some
bedroom, sleeping with Laarni or Guia or Weng
or someone else, hopefully Loi. Or, maybe,
playing concert with three of his many mil-
lionaire-friends, if not sipping some imported
whiskey.

Say, didn't 10 million of us Pinoys choose
him to be our Captain? There were many others
with better credentials (o choose from, bul we
picked him nonetheless

Oh, 1t only 1t were honorable for us to do
what the likes of Miriam and Tatad (who

. denounced Erap to the pit ol hell during the
last presidential campaign) have done! Tingnan
n'yo silang dalawa ngayvon

That's politics, and all we experience now
is politics. Damn dirty, sickening politics

Enough!

—
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OPINION

BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR ERAP?

It is business as usual in Malacanang,
says President Estrada as the impeachment
trial apgainst him gets into its third week.

The President says “this is the way it
should be because we should not allow the
deep divisions among our people brought
about by the recent political controversies
to get in the way of our desires Lo improve
the quality of life for the Filipino masses.™

Meanwhile, Mr. Estrada has been mak-
ing the rounds seeking public support par-
ticularly from Church leaders to push through
his effort for national reconciliation and peace.

In the process, he has set in motion his
agenda to commute all death sentences even
as he ordered the processing of the release of
some 200 political prisoners before Christmas.

The Chief Exccutive also promised that a
group of 35 communist rebels jailed for vari-
ous criminal offense, will also be released in
line with the peace agreement he has signed
carlier with a communist breakaway group

This mood, however, is not reflected in the
faces of the senators who will render judg-

menl in the impeachment trial of the first Filipino
president o face trial for betrayal of public
trust, graft and corruption, gross misconducl
and violation of the Constitution,

L2 & 3 )

As Judges in the impeachment tribunal, the
senators are not only getting maximum pub-
licity mileage and electronic media exposure
— but are also getting bored with the antics
of both the prosecution and delense counsels,
The monotony of the live-hour deliberations
over evidence presented by the prosecutions
are overly taxing on their physical limitations

Senate President Pro Tempore Blas Ople,
a staunch supporter of President Estrada, secks
recourse in his plea for public understanding
il ever some ol his colleagues doze ol in the
course of the impeachment proceedings. Ople
says many of his [ellow senators are gelling
drowsy,

Ople himsell says that he had a hard time
keeping awake during the entire course of the
opening day ol trial. Sen. John Osmend echoes
the same problem adding that the most ditfi
cult task of sitting as judge 15 trying to Keep

awiake on the opening day of the trial.  Another
pro-Erap stalwart, Osmena fears that some
senators might suffer a breakdown if there would
be longer trials even on weekends,

Muost exasperating to people who witnessed

the early proceedings was the scenario of
senators being obliged to stand up to clarity
and sort out processes that become conlusing
hecause of the actions of the prosccution.
*  There were times that the Chief Justice had
to remind the prosecution of the pre-trial policy
apainst having witnesses making direct testi-
mony, in form of affidavits

By making the introduction of arfidavits into
cvidence as ils initial moves, the prosecution
instead humiliated iisell by proving it was
incapable of conducting & direct ¢xamination

By doing so, the carly prosecution team
has made itsell odious by poing against &n
express agreement il had probably proposed
and by having 10 endure the Jectures of the

senate panel and the Chiel Justice,
TERES

Impeachment observers say that during one
inital trial, the head prosecution team  ap-

10 PRESCRIPTIONS FOR THE PRESIDENT

Dear Mr. President

Pursuant to your personal and confliden-
tial instructions, the Directorate for the Ob-
servation of President Estrada (Dope) has
monitored all Your Excellency’s public ap-
pearances and pronouncements since 14
November 2000, and are pleased to submit
our summary observations and recommen-
dations for your guidance and action.

As Your Excellency will recall, our ex-
plicit instructions were to arrive at a defini-
tive determination and analysis of Your
Excellency's true personal intentions based
on Your Excellency's publicly projected
image, using the well-known Kleindienst-
Hasekawa-Saunders behavioral regression
model.

It is therefore our well-considered opin-
ion that Your Excellency is manifesting the
classic symptoms of employment ennui (or,
in layman’'s terms, '‘job boredom™'), evi-
denced by such persisiently and patently
observable habits as chronic inattention,
slurred muttering regardless of the subject
at hand, and brisk annoyance at any sug-
gestion of expected effort both mental and
physical.

PRES, ERAP: How to be happy.

by BUTCH DALISAY

In a confidential memorandum for
the Presiden!’s eyes only, Butch
Dalisay lists ten prescriptions
guaranteed to liberate a chief
executive from ‘“‘employment ennui’’
and make him a ‘‘freer and happier
man, relieved of the onerous burdens
of state, and of the ultimately
untenable pretense of the ‘residency.

¥y

We have pood cause to believe that Your
Excellency is indicating, subliminally, his
unexpressed but fervent desire to vacate forth-
with an office that he now realizes is well
beyond his personal interests and capabili-
ties. We see his increasingly puerile behav-
1or as a sign of his impatience and dissat-
isfaction with certain senior advisers, con-
fidants and retainers who refuse to allow
His Excellency to indulge himself in’ his
natural wish to | relieved of all respon-
sibilities and redre and Lo rest in peace.

To enable Your Excellency to r€alize that
wish and 1o accelerate its achievement, we have
drawn up the following list of measures Your
Excellency would do well 1o consider:

I. Send each Senator und each member ol
the prosecution panel 8 Christmas bonus of at
least P1 million (P2 million each in the case
of Senators Oreta and J. Osmens) as o token
of your personal goodwill (The timeless
“Walang personalan, trabaho lang'' is our
suggested text for the card). Let this balato
be known (o the press but refuse to give
the press even one centavo, (o puaraniee its
instant publication

2. Emphatically deny that Ferdinand Marcos
was a dictator, and that you ever suid he was
(documentary evidence can be denied as de-
liberate misquotations), Re-ingratiate yoursell
with the Marcos family by inviting them lor
u prolonged Christmas visit st Malucafiang,
with each Marcos (o be given the use of his
or her ald room, for old times™ sake. Apgain,
let this gesture be known to the press -- but
also aguin, refuse 10 give the press even one
centavo, to guarantee its instant publication

3. Convince your allies in Congress to slap
the Sergeant-at-Arms a lew more times -~ in
the hallway, tn the aisles, in the cafeteria

followed by a hurried apology. Then allow
Speaker Fuentebella to do nothing abourt i,
pleading the presumption of innocence,

4. Allend ns many patherings ol retired
generals and military officers as you can, and
tell them 1o shut up and stay out of politics
because they have become senile, cranky,
incontinent, and unable to get the old howit-
zer up. Promise sympathetic retirees a guars
unteed supply of Viagra until 2004

5. Promote your driver to brigadier gen-
eral, and the chief security guard at the Boracay
mansion to commodore.

6. Give away more land to the poor: hand
out official-looking land titles to Rizal Park,
to the Quezon City Memorial Circle, to the
University of the Philippines (thereby solving
two problems at once). and to Upgarte Field,
Convert Tower Onc on Ayala Avenue (o &
Muslim scholars® co-op.

7. Send more ol your mistresses and chil-
dren to live in the same compound as the First
Lady, citing her compassionate and understand-
ing nature: put the good docfora in charge of
the collective Estrada family budget for food,
clothes, maintenance, and shopping.

8. Tell your lawyers to shut up, and talk
as much as you please. Say anything. Any
subject will do

9. Script and produce a special Christmas
message for the Filipino people, asking them
to cheer up and to celebrate the Season - or
else, Follow up your appearance wilh similar

special Christmas messages from PNP’Chief.

Panfilo from the AFP Chicel of
Staft, with their general staffs assembled behind
them in Santa Claus suils. For best results,
put Press Underseeretary Mike Toledo in charge
of the production

10. Take your own advice, and enjoy the
Season, Eat as much Christmas lechon und drink
as much Christmas whisky as you can, sccom-
panied by a good Christmas Cohiba

With these measures in place, we firmly
believe thut Your Excellence will enter the New
Year 4 much freer and happier man, relieved
of the onerous burdens of State, and of the
ultimately untenable pretense of the Presidency

For your guidance and action.
Very truly yours, ete. ete. (PND

Lacson and
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peared to be unprepared for the historic legal
battle in their career. They came in, looking
flustered and groping their way around in their
presentation of evidence.

Perhaps, had Rep. Joker Arroyo not been
around to deliver his brilliant presentation, the
impeachment (rial might have been adjourned
for “lack of merit.”

They say that with a prosecution team like
those handling the first charges in the Articles
of Impeachment, President Estrada will have
no need anymore to engage the services of
former Solicitor General Estelito Mendoza,
former Chief Justice Andres Narvasa and former
Congressman Raul Daza lor his defense,

They also say this team led by Rep. Sergio
Apostol, a4 senior member ol the House, was
nol only unprepared but also misplaced the
witnesses supposed 1o be presented

This cuuses the loss of precious time and
most gravely, the respect of the Senale and
the Chiel Justice and the public by their bungling
and thewr incoherence

Decorum is a vital aspect of all trial pro-
But with a colleaguc trying to make
faces, Apostol kept hovering asround like a
mother hen and with both snapping at each
other, the entire prosccuting panel were al o
loss — can only lead to the loss of public
respect for these people and the integrity of
the impeachment proceedings itsell.

It was agreed in the pre-trial conference
that presenting affidavits, original or photo-
copies, was counler productive. Instead of
resorting Lo writlen testimony, the witnesses
should give their tesumony afresh.

It was clearly underscored that the blame
for the re-opening of all the aims allegedly
committed by Mr. Estrada must fall squarely
on the prosccution.

With this display of sheer incompetence of
the prosecutors who handled the initial charges
of the people, there seems to have no other
recourse but to  replace the incompetent
members of the team with more professional
counscl

ceedings.

EEERY

Filipinos from all walks of life have nol
braved sun and rain 1o appeal for integrity in
a process that is turning to be a cheap vaude-
ville

Witnesses have not risked their lives just
for their testimonies 1o be rendered useless by
an incompetent prosccution panel.  Filipinos
have not stuck their necks out only for their
heads (o be put on the chopping block because
of the clumsiness of two prosecutors

The spirit of justice cries oul for the pros-
ecution to do 1ts job properly and well. A
prosecutor (hat bungles its case is as guilty of
perverting justice as u defense that relies purely
on procedural lechnicalities to exclude rather
thun answer the evidence

Lest we forget, lormer President Cory
Aquino, Vice President Glorin Mucapagal-
Arroyo, and former Speaker Manny Villar did
not risk heing water-cannoned by policemen
for the impeachment proceedings to end up as
a big joke, Cuardinal Sin had not been endan
gering his health for the sake of clumsy pros-
ecutors :

Which is perhaps why, some of Mr. Estrada's
rabid followers und supporters in the Senale
impeachment tribunal are guite confident that
the President would be acquitied of all the

(Page 9, please)
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TRIBUNAL TO HEAR JAPAN’S
WARTIME CRIMES AGAINST WOMEN

OR more than 50 years, they
¢ suffered in silence. They kept
their pain, and the shame
which they never deserved, to
themselves, sharing it, if at
all, with a few people closest to them.
Hobbled by disease and the advanc-
ing years, many of them have taken
their horrible secret to their graves.
But many others have survived to this
day. One of them, unable to take it any-
more, bravely cast off the cloak of secrecy
and decided to tell all. Then one by one,
other women came forward and began tell-
ing their stories

Some belonged to the same community
Bul many didn‘t know one ancther. In fact,
they lived in different climes. But their stories
were uncannily similar. They told of a
horrible violence committed against them,
against their gender, and ultimately against
humanity.

A few days {rom now, from Dec. 7 to
Dec. 12, the women survivors of mass rape
and sexual enslavement during World War
II will present their case in Tokyo before
the Women's International War Crimes
Tribunal on Japan's Military Sexual Slavery.
They aim to seek justice for the crimes
committed against them by the Japanese
government and military officials led by the
late Emperor Hirohito. The survivors are
the so-called “*comfort women,"* who were
forced to serve the sexual urges of Japa-
nese soldiers during the war.

The tribunal was set up by international
civil society, including women's and human
rights organizations.

THE BRAVE WOMAN WHO
STARTED IT ALL

The courageous woman who started it
all was Kim Huak-Soon of Korea, whose
testimony on sexual slavery by the Japa-
nese military was made public in Seoul in
December 1991,

The Philippine delegation tot he tribunal
began leaving for Tokyo in batches yester-
day. It includes several womer survivors
and a seven-member prosecution panel led
by Dr, Merlin M. Magallona, tormer dean
of the University of the Philippines’ Col-
lege of Law

Philippine prosecutors explained the
importance of the tribunal’s work at 4 press
conference in Quezon City last Tuesday, Nov.
22, organized by the Asian Center for
Women's Human Rights (Ascent)

TWO BOOKS ON WAR CRIMES

The occasion also saw the launching of
two books on the atrocities suffered by women
during Japan's military aggression in Asin
The books, both produced by Ascent, are:
““The Women of Mapanique: Untold Crimes
of War," written by Nena Gajudo, Gina
Alunan, and Susan Macabuag; and '‘From
the Depths of Silence: Voices of Women
Survivors of War,' by Maita Gomez, (A
third book was still in the production stage
at the time of the launching.)

by SOL

Indai Lourdes Sajor, Ascent executive
director and co-convenor of the war crimes
tribunal, conceded that the tribunal, which
was set up by the international human rights
community, has no legal authority

But, she said, it would have the force of
moral authority in seeking justice for the
women brutalized and enslaved by Japan's
military forces during the Pacific War.

Sajor said every effort was being made
to ensure that the proceedings of the Tokyo
tribunal meet the standards of due process.

She said the Japanese government had been
invited 1o send a person of its choice Lo present
its views and arguments before the tribunal

Human rights advocates say that the Japa-
nese government continues to deny any legal
responsibility tor the crimes commitied against
these women

NO RANDOM ACTS BUT
SYSTEMATIC SEX SLAVERY

But they assert that a large body ol evi-
dence, including the testimony of survivors,
has been gathered showing that rape and other
atrocities, including torture and murder, com-
mitted against women were not random acts of
individual soldiers but the result of a wide-
spread system of sexual slavery designed and
established by Jupan's wartime government
under Hirohito.

This, in fact, was one of the “‘compelling
reasons'" for the establishment of the Women's
International War Crimes Tribunal, according
to its International Organizing Commitiec,

The women survivors, who will attend the
tribunal's session as plaintiffs, arc now grand-
mothers. They will come from seven countries
- the Philippines, North Korea, South Korea,
China, Taiwan, Indonesia, and Netherlands
(Dutch women were forced into becoming Sex
slaves when Japan occupied Indonesiu).

Since 1991, cight cases have been filed by
vieomfort women'' from South Korea, China,
North Korea, Taiwan, and the Philippines with
the Japanese Supreme Court and the district
courts in Tokyo and other cities, However,
the regular courts in Japan have dismissed the
lawsuits filed by the survivors,

Because of this, the international human
rights community decided to set up o tribunal
to address the long-pending issue of the crimi-
nal responsibility of the Japanese government
and military against women during the war
The tribunal will be composed of six judges
Seven countries will be sending their respec-
tive prosecution panels

TRIBUNAL MEMBERS

Members of the tribunal include Gabriclle
Kirk McDonald (United States), former presi-
dent of the Yugoslavia War Crimes Tribunal;
Vitit Muntarbhorn (Thailand), lormer UN
Rapporteur on the Sale of the Child, Carmen
Maria Argibay (Argentina), president of the
Internationsl Women's Association of Judges;
Christine Chinkin (United Kingdom), expert
on gender and international law; Willy Mutunga
(Kenya) president, Commission on Humuan
Rights: and P.N, Bhagwati (India), vice presi
dent, UN Committee on Human Rights

““This is a peneral public realization that
the consequences of the World War Il are not
over. Hundreds of comfort women for the lasl
S0 years are sceking justice,'" said Magallona

The other Philippine prosecutors, aside [rom
Magallona, are Dr Purificacion Quisumbing

JUVIDA

of the Philippine Judicial Academy, Dean Aurora
de Dios of Miriam College, Dr. Ricardo Jose
of the History Department of the University
of the Philippines, Prof. Sedfrey Candelaria
of Ateneo de Manila University, lawyer Eleanor
Conda, and lawyer Evalyn Ursua,

WHAT THE TRIBUNAL WILL DO

Sajor, secretary gencral of the tribunal’s
registry office in the Philippines said that the
tribunal is expected to cover the crimes com-
mitted against women during the Asia-Pacific
War (1931-45), It will examine the responsi-
bility of the postwar Japanese government and
assess the present (Japanese) government's
“peglect and inaction.™

One significance of the fribunal, Sajor said,
is that it will proclaim the determination of
the international human rights community (o
render justice Lo the victims

The tribunal also hopes to generale world
wide support 1o pressure the Japanese govern:
ment to acknowledge its legal responsibility
tot he victims and make appropriate repara-
fions

Finally, the tribunal is expected (o contrib-
ute (o pinpointing those responsible for war
crimes and eliminating violence against women,
particularly in times of armed conflict.

Sajor stressed that while the tribunal has
no real power to enforce its judgment. it
*nonetheless carries the moral authority to
demand the wide acceptance and enforcement
of the judgment by the international commu-
nity and civil society and pave the way for
faw reforms in national government.''

THOSE TO BE CHARGED

Evalyn Ursua, one of the Filipino pros-
ecutors. said that they would charge six

Japanese wartime government and military
officials with crimes against humanity -- the
late Emperor Hirohito, Terauchi Hisaichi,
Masaharu Homma, Shigenori Kuroda,
Tomoyuki Yamashita and Yoshiharu Iwanaka.

She said the prosecutors would prove that
the six accused ‘‘led, planned, organized
and directly participated in the plan to commit
sexual slavery and mass rape.’’

They will also present evidence that
facilities for sexual slavery were established
in *‘comfort stations'' in Manila, Laguna,
Pampanga, Isabela, Sorsogon, loilo, Capiz,
Negros and Davao,

“‘We have evidence showing that rules
and regulations governed the comfort sta-
tions and that they were maintained in a
systematic manner,'" said Ursua.

RAPE OF PAMPANGA VILLAGE

Evidence, 1oo, will be presented on the mass
rape of women in 1944 by lapancse soldiers
who ravaged Mapanique. & community in
Cundaba, Pampanga, Killing its male residents
and raping the women. Thirty-two survivors
have given their testimonies on the mass rapc.

The basic task of the tribunal, said Sajor,
is “'to carry out the work that should have
been done by the International Military Tri-
bunal for the Far East held in Tokyo from
1946 to 1948."" There were investigations
conducted then and evidence of sexual slavery
was [ound, but no prosecution was done.

**This will be an addendum to the Far Easl
Tribunal,"' she said

“*Justice is what we need,"’ said Lola
Benyang, one of the Filipino women survi-
vors, *‘[Those responsible] should acknowl-
edge their crimes [or others to learn.'' (PNI)

C. Stutz FERNANDEZ

charges against him.

Eor one, Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile declared
that he finds “weak” the evidence presented
by the prosecutors of the House of Represen
tatives.

In his speech before loyal followers of the
late President Marcos recently, Enrile said:
“We had a taste of the kind of evidence against
President Estrada. The prosecution will lose
the case.”

Senate Majority Leader Francisco Tatad also
told the same crowd of former Marcos offi-
cials that the impeachment trial against Estradu
will likely end up like other impeachment
charges against the late Presidents Quirino,
Macapagal and Marcos

(Tatad, who was information minister dur-
ing the Marcos martial law regime, recalled
that the impeachment complaint against Quirino
in 1949 was dismissed by Congress alter the
editors of & newspaper admilled they had
invented the charges sgainst Quirino

As for Macapagal, the father of Vice Presi:
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, chirges of
involvement in anomalies in the General
Appropriations Act of 1964 did not prosper
after it was rejected by Congress,

In the of Marcos, Tatad said the
impeachment Case Was also thrown out by the
Interim Butasang Pambansa,

A re-clectionist senator, Enrile promised (o
help the administration to realize ils sgenda (o
ulleviste the present economic status ol pool
Filipinos

Clse

e » (From page8)

Enrile also warned that there are forces
operating in our country to pul the govern-
ment into political turbulence. *I don't pos-
sibly see an impeachment even if we convicl
Mr. Estrada,” he added

The Cagayan senator slso warned that
demonstrations may continue even if Mr. Estrada
were acquitted or convicted in the proceed-
ings of the Senale impeachment (ribunal.

He said pro-Estrada groups can muster the
numbers to counter the series of anti-Estrada
rallies being led by Cory Aquino and Cardinal
Sin.

Enrile also said he had rejected the request
of some opposition leaders lor him to join
Aquino and Sin in demonstrations whose pur-
pose is Lo pressure Mr. Estrada to resign.

Likewise, he said, he would not tuke parl
again in any military coup lo overthrow an
incumbent president, which was what he did
in 1986 to oust Marcos and install Agquino.

“The military may support to unseal the
president. But, never pguin, shauld the mili-
wey join to unseat the incumbent,” he added.

" Enrile said he knows the danger of such
consequence and how 1 divided the country
into the warring tamps. Let us therefore help
build a new nation instead of doing that again,
he said

When he participated in martial law as
defense minister, Enrile recalled, he then had
believed that it was the right thing to do al
the time. “Only God knows why the EDSA
revolution happened,” Enrile said.
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‘ONE-DAY TRIAL’
by PERFECTO T. RAYMUNDO, JR.

NKNOWN to many, Court of Appeals
(CA) Associate Justice Ramon
“Monching™ Mabutas, Jr. has pioneered
the so-called “one-day trial’ in the annals
of the country’s criminal justice system.

Mabutas rose from the ranks. He started as a jour-
nalist covering the police and court beats in the defunct
Herald.

His journalistic acumen was honed under the tu-
telage of noted journalist Jose L. Pavia, now the Trustee
for Luzon of the Philippine Press Institute.

Mabutas took up law, passed the bar and became
fiscal of Manila then promoted to the Regional Trial
Court before reaching his present position in the Ju-
diciary. .

He said that being 1 good journalist helps him a
lot in his quest for truth and justice for everyvone,

As chairman of the 8 4 division of the CA, Mahutas
has contributed a lot o articles about the criminal
justice system in and cut of the country.

According 1o him, 51 years ago, former Senator
Benigno “Ninoy”™ Aquino, Jr, was his classmate at the
University of the Philippines.

The CA justice pointed out the wrong notion that
if a police commits a crime there is a failure of the
ceriminal justice system.

Mabutas said an individual’s action can be catep-
rized as criminal il the act is punishable by law, not
a method or a scheme ol the various piliars of the
criminal justice system.

These pillars of the criminal justice are the law
enforcement, the prosecution, the courts, the public
community and the corrections, he said,

He stressed that if there is a prima facie evidence,
a case is filed with the court where the quantum of
evidence should be beyond reasonable doubt.

If the accused is convicted, the conviet goes to jail
and if the sentence is less than six years, the same
can apply for probation.

Mabutas emphasized that probation is a privilege
and not a matter of right.

The “one-day trial” instituted by the CA justice
begins at 8 a.m. and ends at 5§ p.m. and may even
be extended up to 7-8 p.m.

Mabutas takes no lunch nor dinner until the “one-
day trial” is linished and that's the time he will take
his meal.

He has done the speedy trial in ten years in Aklan
province as a judge in 1972 and in Caloocan City in
1983.

Former chief justice and later Senate President
Marcelo Fernan issued a circular where cases should
be finished within 90 days, as an offshoot of Mabutas’
“one-day trial”,

He quoted Fernan as saying that 90 days will be
enough for the judges to flinish a case since one-day
trial will be detrimental to the health of the judges.

During the 1970"s there was no such thing as
trial conference” he said.

The CA justice is fond of innovation and he con-
sidered that being a newspaperman himsell is an asset.

In 1965, he was enticed to join the government for
he believes that conviets should be reformed and
cleansed bhefore they are brought back to mainstream
of society,

Now on his 27th year in the Judiciary, Mabutas
still hopes that the STAR - speedy trial, acceptance
and resolution of the case should be implemented by
the courts o be able to free the innocent and serve
justice to whom it falls.

In the advance of technology, the entive criminal
Jjustice system can be done in just one day, he said
adding that “true justice is fast justice”™ and “lust
justice s true justice”™, (PNA)
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VS. ERAP: To each his own.

ANTI-ERAP PROTESTS

TAKE NOVEL FORM

by CHANDLER E. RAMAS Il

NEW YORK Novel
anti-Estrada protests taking
shape in Manila have also
begun infecting similar move
ments in this world's corpo-
rale capital where Filipino
American aclivists are pull-
ing off unorthedox stunts and
come-0ns [0 Woo more sup-
port to their popular cam-
paign

Smack in the heart of busy
Manhattan, 24-year-old youth
leader Rusty Fabunan leads
a throng ol Yuletide croonp-
ers in coughing out a few
lines from famous Philippine
Christmas carols, to be fol-
lowed by a chorus with lyrics
corrupted to suit their anti-
Estrada messages

To the tune of “Pasko na
naman,” the group sang
‘Gabi na naman, Barkada'y
nag-umpukan/Ginawang ca-
sino, Palasyo ng Malakan-
yang/Milyung-Milyong taya/
Perang dapat sa bayan/
Kesehoda ang Pinoy/Sila'y
nag-iinuman!

To entice a curious for-
cign crowd, the protesters
serenading passers-by in front
of the Philippine Consulate
Geperal on Fifth Avenue
here, sang to the wne of “Hit
the road Jack™: “Hit the road
Erap, and don't you come
back no more, no more, no
more, no more!'"” £

Passers-by particularly po
interested in Amanda Vender,
i New Yorker supporting

Philippine causes through the
Network in Solidarity with
the People of the Philippines
(NISPOP)

“Some were asking why
we should be concerned about
the Philippines, ™ Vender said
“1 told them that the US has
a long history of involvement
in the Philippines. Qur tax
dollars have supported this
corrupt and abusive regime
and we have the duty to stand
and support Filipinos

“We caught the attention
of people passing by, made
them laugh and got them to
be curious about what we
were doing and why,” said
Dan Fernandez of the Flil-
ippine Forum. a cause-ori-
ented group

His colleague, Roberl

Roy. said re-written Christ
mas carols arc intended (o
adapt their protests o the
spirit of the Yuletide season,
obviously already fell espe
cially in the Big Apple
“It"s important that we
don't solely rely on the
impeachment process,” said
Roy, who is also coordina-
tor of the Erap Resign
Movement 1n New York,
To underscore the eceen-
tricity of their camipaign, the
militant group
collecting peach cans and
winter boots to symbolize
their support for impeachment
and commitment to
Estrada out of
The peach cans and boots
will be placed in Christnas
baskets to be delivered to the

also started

boot

ollice

Philippine Consulate General
here

“The NY Estrada
SIGN! Movement is
launching an E-mpeachment
campaign to send E-mail
messages 1o senators Lo pres-
sure them to vole Lo convict
Estrada,” Roy added

Roy promised more un-
conventional protest actions
until Estrada 158 Kicked out
of Malacanang

He said their moves are
influenced by similar strat-
epies of their counterparts in
Manila where ralliers have
also been carrying out crowd-
and media-drawing stunts
including “bombarding”
Malacanang with paper
planes scribbled with the
word “Resign.” (PNF)

RE-

also

DACER IS NOT THE ONLY

filed against farmers are mur
der. robbery. illegal posses-
sion of fircarms and libel

Some |58 familics were
evicted in two cases ol demo
litions. About 385 families
were ulso allected in six cases
ol hamletting

Meanwhile, the Center fof
Trade Union Human Rights
(CTUHR) 17,932
nlleged victims of trade union
violutions during the three
years ol Estruda’s administrao
tion. Almost 9,000 happened
this year up to November, saud
Elmer Labog, secretary-gencral
of the left-wing Kilusang Mayo
Uno (KMLU)

recorded

Must ol
imvalved

(146)

assaults oan

the. cases

picketlinegs, coercion, arrest

and detention and frustruted

massacre, Labog said o sam
pling of strikes in 24 fucto
ries tound all of the striking
warkers experiencing harass
ment, The most number oc
curred in the Muanila Huotel
sirike this year, St. Rose, a
bus company, MEWA | Llanas
Supermarket, Skylark, PT&T,
Raothselinld, Grand Boulevard
Huotel. LRT

Amuong overseas contract

and

workers, Migrante International
reported that everyday, six Lo

len contriact workers are he

(From page 12)
ing sent home in a box, mosl
of them victims of mysierious
dealhs. Poe Gratela, spokes-
person of Migrante, also said
5,000 Filipinos are now jailed
maost of them in Saudi Arabiu
Many of them are denied duc
: More than
ure also stranded

Process, he sajd
900 OCWs
in Saudl Arubin and cannot go
home because they have been
\bundoned by their employers
and the government
Despite these sad tales, the
pavernment expects remittances
Irom OCWs, Gratela lamented
It 18 no surprise, theretore, that
remitunees. have dropped by

) percent
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TAHO VENDOR
MAKES GOOD

If you think there's no
future in taho, think again

First. taho is as old as
the legendary Limahong.
Second, no one for that long
was reported stricken ill
because of taho.

Filomeno Pascua has been
selling taho for the past 35
years, and he said the food
made from soya bean had
made him and his family

He carned enough, even
during the years when 1t sold
for only five centavos a cup

He earned as much as one
hundred pesos a day selling
taho during the time when
the daily wage of a govern-
ment L‘['[]I\IH).'CL' Was o mea-
ger four pesos and 80 cen
tavos daily.

His Rosalinda,
managed to have their house
kep!. She bought things the
“amily needed Irom her
husband's income. Their
three children completed their
high school studies without

wife,

a problem

Giving up taho now, at
72, has not crossed Mang
Peping's mind.

He is renting a decent
house in Tondo for P5,000
a month and two of his
children had taken jobs
abroad with another one
scheduled Lo leave shortly to
work in Taiwan.

His wife had given him
moral support and exerted
effort to budget his other-
wise sufficient income when
the sale of taho went down
sharply after a legislator
charged and failed to prove
that taho being sold in metro
manila had dangerous ingre-
dients.

Mang Peping, even dur-
ing those umes, did not give
up taho,

He said the
against laho were nol truc
and leaving his job will only
supporl the wrong claim

That situation brought the
family into a very tght [i
nancial [iX

churges

His children, Rommel, 27;
Warly, 25; and Mylene, 21
said they had to walk from
their house to Arellano High
School, raining or not, top
complete their studies.

They did not want Lo put
their father down who they
regard a ideal family man.

Taho vendors suffered the
effects of the legislator’s
charges for nearly the whole
of 1992.

After that,
returned to normal.

sale of taho
Today, a small cup ol taho
is sold for five pesos
Rommel had waorked lor
ahout nbroad,
while Mvlene had just arrived

Irom

three years

Taiwan where she
worked as technical assistant
in a4 computer firm also m
Taiwan. She will leave next
month to work lor another
firm there.

Mang Peping said there
are now about one thousand
taho vendors in Metro Ma
nila and he believes all of
them

lives

lead above-average

Mang Peping, until now,
in some places he frequent,
is called Mang Gerry.

Gerry was his look-alike
brother who sold taho until
his death in 1994

Gerry turned better ofl as
taho vendor

One of his children is a
lawyer-accountant, another is
4 nutritionist working in the
US, one is a graduate of
commerce and another 1s i
retired DILG employee.

It was Gerry who con-
vinced Muang Peping to go
ahead with his taho venture

When Gerry died at 74,
Peping ook over his “taho
territory,” where people ook
him lor the real Gerry

Less-educited  regarded
by some as hopeless ones and
humiliated  them  thus,
“magtinda ka na lang ng
taho,” can think of Gerry and
Peping and get back with
¥ o balt" Tahvoo!
(PNATFeatures)

MALINAO who died on Sepl

the Republic of the Philippines
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SANTA: St. Nicholas, North Pole

FACTS ABOUT CHRISTMAS

e In 1895, 4 New England Telephone employee. Ralph

Morris. decided to take home some newly-installed SUrings

of light made for the telephone switchbhoard to decorate

his tree. Thus, Christmas lights were horn.

e The 12 days of Christmas started a long time ago
in England when Catholics were not allowed to teach

religion to their children by Protestant Monarchs. Each

of the verses were actually a secrel way of teaching
Catholic kids about Christ. The true love represented
God. and the gifts all different ides, the ‘Partridge mw

a pear tree’ was Christ

e The first Christmas Card was produced in 1846,
d
a family celebrating a Christmas dinner in the center

after the birth of the British postal system. It showe

and acts of charity picturing feeding and clothing the

poor on each side. The message “*A Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year to You."

was written by John

QUEZON CITY — A
Christmas tree was put up
at the Quezon Memorial
Circle Wednesday morn-
ing., But in keeping with
the non-holiday-mood felt
hy Metra Manilans these
days, giftwrapped boxes
were noticeably ahsent o
adorn it. Instead, the labor
federation Kilusang Mayo
Uno (KMU) - whos¢ mem-
hers put up tree calling it
the “Krisis Tree” - hung
up symhols of the current
political erisis at the coun-
try.

Gasoline cans represent
the workers” complaint
over the series of debili-
tating oil price increases.
A truncheon recalls libor-
ers’ comman expericnce of
[acing policemen and be-

‘CRISIS TREE’

ing heaten up as they put
up pickets in protest of de-
teriorating working con-
ditions, Other symbols in-
¢lude paper money (“what
the peso is now worth™),
lotto cards (“what govern-
ment leaders are engaged
in"), and so on,

KMU chair Crispin
Beltran said the coming
holidays will mean a lot
if the new hrought
with it @ new government.
He asked Catholics attend-
ing dawn masses to offer
each mass and prayer for
President Estrada’s ouster
hefore the end of the vear.

I'he vrnusual tree at-
tracted attention among
purk-goers, bhut KMU put
it down after a couple of

(PNI')

year

hours,

Calcott ”lll’\'lk‘).

e [t is customary for streets to be blocked oft on
Christmas eve so people can roller skate to church In
Caracas, the capital city of Venezuela.

e Most Christmas carols were composed in the 1700"s
and 1800's,

» Charles Dickens's original chowce ror Scrooge's
“Bah Humbug'' in his Christmas classic, A
Christmas Carok, was “‘Bah Christmas®’

o Frosty the Snowman was born in-a movie starring
Jimmy Durante and & plot involving 4 snowman who
comes to life when a magical hat 1s placed on him.

e When celebrating Christmas was stll outlawed in
England, an 18th century English candy maker decided
a candy commemorating Christmas. The cane
shepherd’s staff and an upside down
{etter for Jesus. It was made of white candy 1o represent
purity with three red Stripes for the trinity and one
large red stripe tor the blood Jesus later shed.

e« The birth of Christ was emphasized far more in
the Old Testament than in the New Testament (Mat-
thew,. Luke, & I Corinthians).

e In 1882 Thomas Nast drew a cartoon showing Santa
sitting on a hox addressed “Christmas Box 1882, St
Nicholas. North Pole,*" Nast just figured it was a good
place for Santa Lo

¢ Early Christians didn't seem to observe Jesus® birth.

statement,

o make

represented the

lIve

Death dates were more important than birthdays to people
in this time period

o Early Christmus frees had real fruits and flowers
und candles as decorations In the 1800's the women's
publication, *'Godey’s Lady Book'" popularized the making

of homemade Christmas ornaments & decorations.

» The use of red

af Chr

and preen as the symbolic colors
AD325 council of

symbolism in

simas can be traced Lo the
Nicuea. which laid down puidelines ror
church art; red - blood, sacritice, divine love, courdge,
stood tor hs-upc. garth growth, spring,

hiue - divine mystery,

martyrdom, green -
salely, rest }U'.J'.il, and victory,
eterpity, and heaven, purple - royalty and riches, violet
- justice, penitence. puin, pity, and sudness. pold - spiritual
and pood lite, wlhite - l\kil'il}'. faith,

hlack - evil and unknown,

riches, achievement

truth, peace, and eternity,
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BEST PAPER AWARD: The study “‘Production and Utilization of Pathogen-tested Sweet Potato
Planting Materials' of Dr. Lilibeth B, Laranar - (right), of the Tarlac College of Agriculture
(TCA) won Ist place in the best development | aper category during the recently held National
Symposium on Agriculture and Resources Rescarch and Development (NSARRD). Awarding
Laranang are (from left) Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources
Research and Development (PCARRD) Exccutive Director, Dr. Patricio S. Fa vlon; and

Department of Science and Technology (DOST) Asst. Seeretary for Finanee and Management,
Dr. Carol M. Yorobe. NSARRD is held annually and is spearheaded by PCARRD, 4 sectoral
planning council of DOST., (Butch S. Pagcaliwagan, S&T Media Service).

DACER IS NOT THE
ONLY ‘DESAPARECIDOS’

APART (rom recently-ab-
ducted” public relations ex
ecutive Salvador 'Bubby'
Dacer and his driver, 19
other persons “perceived as
enemies ol the Estrada gov-
ernment” have disappeared
this year, said the Ecumeni-
cal Movement for Justice and
Peace (EMIJP) at a press
conference Wednesday

During the same period,
18 were summarily executed,
according to the human rights
wilchdog Karapatan at the
same press conference

One case of human rights
violition is committed every-
day since President Estrada
was installed in office, said
EMIP secretary-general
Danny Beltran, Records by
Karapatan show that 974
cases of human rights viola
tions were documented dur-
ing the 28 months Estruda
hos been in power I'rom July
1998 (o November 2000

For this year alone up Lo
November, Karapatan re
436 cuses whiceh
3, 890 individuuls,

corded
involved

by LETI BONIOL

21 villages and 6,098 fami
lies, A total of 538 cases
were recorded during the [irst
18 months of the Estrada
incumbency

Most of the cases ocecurred
in the Southern Tagalog
region where the military's
Oplan Makabayan is being
implemented, Karapatan sec-
retary-general Marie Hilao-
Enriquez said

The number excludes
cuses 1in Mindanao
900,000

where
about vietims ol
lorced evacuations have been
recorded since the

ment

govern-
lorces 1mensilied 1is
offensives against the Maoro
Islamic Liberation Front
{MILF) May this
year

“Estrada is the
stumbling hlock to our quest

starbing
|\1!_'3:L'\l
lor peace bhased on justice,

sutd Fr
chuir ol

he must be ousted,”
Elgar Bautista,
EMIP

The
rested and detained SO1 in
dividuals, of them still

povernment: has ar

||‘|

Jatledh as of October this year,

Karapatan documents said, Of
the 62 political prisoners
detained in the National
Capital Region, 26 are Moros
from Maharlika Village in
Tapuig, Rizal who were
charged with the bombing of
Glorietta Mall this year. Six
farmers from Mamburao,
Occidental Mindoro are in-
side & Quezon City jail for
their alleged involvement in
the murder of the Quintos
brothers. which has been
owned by the New People's
Army 1n the
Enriquez said
There
of alleged destruction of prop
ervy involving 79 hectures of
cornfields, 200 sucks of farm
produce, and 64 houses burned
or destroyed  along  with
PI21, 150 worth of ¢rops lost
“Criminal chses hive been
filed wgainst farmers (o evicl
them from their lands, ™ re
ported Raluel Mariano, chair
ol the Tarmers federation
Kilusang  Magbubukid ng
Pilipinns. Among the charges

|,‘.-I avince,

were also 52 cases

(Page 10, pleass)

FARMERS’ GROUP
RAPS INTERNATIONAL
AGRARIAN CONFAB

FARMERS belonging (o the
Sandigan at Upgnayan ng
Mugbubukid ng Pilipinas
(SUMAPI) has decried the
International Conlerence on
Agrarian Reform and Rural
Development (ICARRD) being
sponsored by the Department
of Agrarian Reform as a cheap
publicity gimmick of DAR
Sccretary Horacio Morales that
is intended to spruce up the
sagging political image of the
beleaguered Estrada regime.

In a protest rally at the
Development Academy of the
Philippines in Tagaytay where
the international confab last
Dec. 5, SUMAPI joincd scv
cral Turmers' organizations in
criticizing the Estrada
administration's dismal perfor-
mance in implementing agrar-
ian reform

“The international
of this conference should not
he misled by Muorales and his
stooges ol lormer lefl actiyv-
ists that the Estrada adminis-
fralion 18 Serious on agrariun
reform Barely (wo years in
of 2 ¢, (his administration has
the worst record of having
approved the biggest number
of CARP exemptions, land
conversion and cancellation of
the farmers' Certificates of
Land Transfer (CLT) and Cer
tificates of Land Ownership
Award (CLOAj, Worse, it has
even named the most notori-
landlord cronies,
Danding Cojuangeo, as the
podlather of agrarian reform,"”
said SUMAPI spokesperson
and PKMP leader Ed Mora.

puests

ous ol

Farmers have lambasted
Morales, a former Marcos
technocrat who defected to the
revolutionary underground in
the 70's and now back to being
i technocrat and avid official
of the Estrada cabinet, for
doing a 360-degrees political
turnaround,

“*Morales has shed off
whatever little remains of his
leftist and progressive tradi-
tion by staunchly defending a
corrupt, anti-people and ex-
tremely isolated Estroda re-
gime, He has turned his back
on the cause of (armers and
served as a willing stooge of
big landlords and Erap cronics
by lacilitating the retention of
vast tracts of land in the hands
ol landlords through his brain-
child scheme called corpora
tive land relorm, '™’
MAKABAYAN
Rubio

The corporative land reform
allows landlords 1o
virtually retain control over
their land through joint ven-
tures or Jeasebuck arrange-
ments with cooperatives
agrarian reform larmer-bencii-
ciaries. Modeled after the
World Bank concept of “‘mar-
ket-assisted land reform'* and
piloted by the DAR on Danding
Cojuangeo’s estate in Negros
Occidental, the scheme was
widely criticized by farmers as
a circumvention of land reform
and violation of the principle
ol redistributive justice.

SUMAPI argues that there
15 nothing left for peasants to
claim under the Comprehen-

adds

leader Romy

scheme

sive Agrarian Reform Program
(CARP), "*With widespread
CLOA and CLT cancellations,
the judicial bias of the courts
against peasants in many of its
jurisprudence on agrarian
cases, the adoption of World
Bank's market-nssisted land re-
form, CARP now has been re-
duced 1o an inutile picce of
legislation,"" avers Ka Romy
Rubio.

Representatives of the
World Bank, Asian Develop-
ment Bank and other donor
agencies who have extended
aid  and  loans to  the
government's agrarian reform
program will attend the three-
day ICCARD conference.
Peasants cluim that the Estrada
administration, through the
DAR, is expected to twist facts
und employ
mathematical compututions in

some magic in

order to present a rosy pic-
ture of CARP's
achievements

“Il's time 1o stop all these
publicity gimmickry. The farm-
¢rs can no longer be fooled
into believing that the Erap
administration is capable of
implementing genuine land
reform, much less has the
political and moral ascendancy
to govern. It's time for Estrada
to step down, together with
Maorales and all Erap minions
who are wasting billions in
public funds for publicity gim-
micks such as the ICCARD
which is no cheaper than the
pro-Erap haket crowds,'" con-
cluded AMA leader Bobby
Resurreccion

supposed

As the whole Christian-
dom observed the feast of
Immaculate Conception, the
so-called “walking man for
peace” ended today his 500-
kilometer walk for peace
from Laoag City in Ilocos
Norte to Manila,

Danny Garcia shared to-
day the last leg of the “walk
for the children and world
peace” with the country's
“running priest" Ir, Rob-
ert Reyes.

Garcia’s stay in the
country was made possible
through the courtesy of Tess
Bondoc, whose mother was
healed of her rheumatism
through the pravers of
Garcia,

His “walk lor the chil-
dren and world peace” ma-
terialized through the aus-
pices of the National P'ress
Cluby (NPC) headed by Tony
Antonio and the Philippine
National Red Cross (PNRC)
in coordination with the
Department of the Interior
and Local Government,

At the end of the walk,
Garcia was presented with
a Christmas song through

sign language by deal stu-
dents of the Merriam College
in Quezon City at the Nu-
tional Press Club today.

Garcia was deeply touched
and overwhelmed by the ren-
dition of the students and
tears fMowed from his eves,

He characterized the ren-
dition of the song as a gift
from the Filipino nation and
he felt the presence of Jesus
Chirist, hence he was carried
away by his cmotion, he said.,

Garcia pointed out that he
does not understand polities
and he just walks for peace
repardless of his color and
skin,

He gave away walking
sticks blessed by no less than
Pope John Paul 11 to Anto-
nio and Fr. Reyes as a to-
ken of gratitude and recog-
nition of their invaluable
support to his mission ol
peace,

“What the country and the
world need is love, When you
walk with Christ, pray and
humble yoursell and he will
answer your prayers,” he said,

Gurcia also praised Bondoc
tor her hospitality in sponsor-

"WALKING MAN FOR PEACE’

ing his stay in the country
and the PNRC which he de-
scribed as needing help fi-
nancially,

He said he has nothing
in his pocket nor any other
possession except for a plane
ticket, for he believes that
Jesus Christ will provide
everything for him,

For his part, Fr. Reyes
said he had planned to walk
with Garcia from Laoag City
to Manila but circumstances
did not permit him to do so.

e, Reyes jokingly added
that he might use the walk-
ing stick in joining Guarcia
to his “walk for peace” in
other countries of the world.,

On the other hand, NIPPC
president Antonio thanked
and congratulated Garcia for
his successful “walk for
peace’ amid the political and
ceonomic problems besciting
the country.

The walking man prayed
for the students of Merriam
College and for all the people
who joined him and sup-
ported him in his mission for
the children's awareness,
world peace and unity, (PNA)
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