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MISSING

VAN FOUND SANS DACER. DRIVER

\HE MECHANICS OF THE IMPEACHMENT TRIAL OF
PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA WERE SET IN MOTION
BY THE SENATE WHEN PUBLIC ATTENTION WAS
25 DRAWN TO THE WIDESPREAD MANHUNT FOR THE
MISSING PUBLIC RELATIONS MAN SALVADOR (BUBBY)
DACER THAT LED TO A DEEP RAVINE IN
MARAGONDON, CAVITE WHERE HIS WHITE VAN HAD
RUMRLED DOWN THE PRECIPICE AND EXPLODED
AT 10:25 P.M. MONDAY. ¢ An editorial report
by ERIC S. GIRON

\ BUBBY DACER: Where's he?

JOURNALISTS UNDER PRESSURE _




HE mechanics of the impeachment trial of
President Joseph Estrada were set in
motion by the Senate when public atten-
tion was drawn (o the widespread man-
hunt for the missing public relations man
Salvador (Bubby) Dacer that led to a deep ravine
in Maragondon, Cavite where his white van had
rumbled down the precipice and exploded at 10:25

p-m. Monday.

Dacer last called his ol-
after  leaving his
Paranaque house at 8 a.m
Monday, from the Skyway
route to the Mamla Hotel
Dacer had made a date 1o
meet with llocos Sur Gov
Luis (Chavit) Singson in a
call through ABS-CBN's
Channel 2 but he did not keep
his Friday date

South Luzon Expressway
personnel said they had not
seen Dacer's Toyota Revo
white van and presumed he
could have been waylaid
before reaching the Manila
boundary, Dacer’s daughters
Amy D. Henson and Sabina
D. Reyes rejected insinua-
tions that their father’s dis-
appearance was 4 mere pub
licity stunt for his clients

An carlier report that
Dacer was ambushed in
Bacoor, Cavite was declared
a ‘‘false alarm'" by Police
Director-General Panlilo
Lacson, who was suspected
as having something to do
with 1t. Lacson, NBI Direc
vor Federico Opinion, the
Presidential Anti-Organized
Crime Commission and the
Armed Forces intelligence
service were
President Estrada to
Dacer

lice

ordered by

Find

Estrada said he saw Dacer
before he left ftor the
Singapore Ascan meel with
his daughter Ampy married
to a Henson
Rep. Luis (Baby) Asistio
Malacanan. The President 1s
a podfather to Ampy at her
baptism and was a sponsor
at her wedding

and Caloocin

Speculations that Duacer
was about to drop a bomb
shell  against  President
Estrada which former Presi
dent Fidel Ramos demed was
neither conlirmed nor denied
by prosecutor Rep. Raul

Gonzales, Gonzales slaimed
adimin
which
It was

Ducer was aware ol
istration anomalies
Singson had reported
said Dacer about to
reveul what he knew ol the
BW Resources insider trad
ili;.‘ case

Dacer was to meet former
President Ramos al the
Manila Hotel when he left
home Monday but never got
to the Manila boundary

Was

Barangay Mabato resident
Torino del Rosario ol
Maragondon said he heard
a loud explosion at about
10:25 p.m. Monday and saw
4 heavily-tinted van rumbling
down a precipice al
Malahim na llat. A certain
Minda Basco called up the
Maragondon police at 2:30
pom. about the van which
police chiel, Supt, Guillermo
Liguigan and his men found
lying on its right side with
s wrecked windshield and the
rear tire hlown out

But neither Dacer nor his
driver, Emmanuel Corbito,
were found in the damaged
van with plate pumber miss
g and no registration pa

sitio

pers found inside. There were

no bloodstitis nor a sign ol
pulice direc
They
had vernfied the van owner
ship by Duacer from his as
sistant, Dem Cristebyl

While Cavite Gov, Ramon
(Bong) Revilla went ta the
retrieval
police found a
body in Ternate,
Cavite it was neither Dacer
nor his dover with a Guard
Latbo

struggle, Cavil

Lor Nestor Samires sai

SOene o oversee
aperations,

Bloated
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VAN FOUND SANS DACER,
DRIVER IN MARAGONDON

by ERIC S. GIRON

DACER’S VAN: Bul where’s the owner, driver?

character with a headhand
sithing against o hackeround
ol a streamer invoking "*Let
us pray for the 21 jurors™
ol the Senate who would it
in the mmpeachment tril ol
President Estrada as militant
groups demanded Tis resig
nation

The Senate tribunul voted
against the monon 1w guash
the House
Estrada filed by
lawyers led by lormer Su
preme Court Chiel Justice
Andres Narvass. Malucanan
satd 1 was time Tor the senate
Lo hear the case
Dec. 7 alter the
answered the t'll.ll_l‘t"\ Do
|

Cise  agiinst

defense

scheduled

delense

President Estradi assailed
Vice
Muacapegal-Arroyo far “'en

Presideni Gloru

tenng into a comprom:se With
commumsts. " She wus pho
|H_1'1'.t|‘]ll‘d al o recent uasem
bly of lefi=leaning Nationul
Democratic Front's Satur
Ocampo, Bayan's Teodosio
Cusino, and Kiluxany Mave
Crispin  Beliran
Estrado noted Arrovo had
forged hinks witl the KMU
wlhiieh he sid was notorious
lTor anstigating
strikes paralyzing business

Uno's

WOTkoers '

estabhlishments and [oreing
shut

Estrada expressed hope

sSuime down

the protest actions led by
Arroyo and the United Op
position will be peaceful as
the New People's Arnmy was
reported massing in towns
adjacent to Metro Manila and
huave stished lirearms some-
where in the metropolis prior
i the Nov, 27-30 rallies.

The government took no
clunees by Tielding 18,000
policemen and soldiers armed
with truncheons (o thwart any
vinlent outbreak and threats
to barricade roads during the
week-long protest. The cen-
ter of action was moved from
Edsa (Epitianio de los Santos
Aveniice) 1o Liwasang
Boniltacio fronting Manila's
cenlr, |

Viue .'\Il\\\_.'nl
iected polities i the Jesus

post oflice

Preatdent

s Lord prayer rally led by
Briov, Eddie Villnnueva al the
Luneta grandstand artended
by anti-Estrada oppositionists
ch Alvarez,
Laguna Gov. Joey Ling., and
lormer Sen Santaning Rasul

Rasul and Mindunuo lead
ers had drafted an agenda al
Club Filipino in San Juan for
specdy Mindanao rehabiliva
tion and development to he
presented to the *“mcoming
adiministration ol President
Gloria M. Arroyo. " Rasul
siuid she expects Arroyo (o
adopt a long-term politicul,

Heherson

educational
Mindanao's

ccanomie and
plan to solve
problems

The Jesus s Lord rally
from 3 to 7 p.m. was al
tended by Bavan and the
Kongreso ne Mamamavang
Pilipino
own

Bayan staged its
program from 7 p.m
to midnight

REBELS OUT TO
DISRUPT MANILA
PEACE WATCHED

New People’s Army rebels
seized the opportunity 1o
infiltrate Metro Manila dur-
ing the show of lorce by
some 100,000 Catholic faith
ful at the Edsa Shrine on cal,
ol Jaime Curdinal Sin, Nov
t oand the 1.& million esti-
mated followers of President
Joseph Estrada who massed
on the Luncta on Nov, 10

The blooming of red
banners and streamers of 8o
called militam groups -\I"L‘Hcd
the Moodpates for the dissi-
Lo stash hire-
somewhere 1n the
metropalitan area in prepa
ratton tor disturbances and

dent elements

arms

riots  during Estrada
rillies

Militury intellipence re
ported communist rebels

grouping in lowns iI\ll.'IL'L'II[

to Metro Manila in the sur-
rounding provinces of Rizal,
Bulacan, Cavite and Laguna.
The Armed Forces were
placed on alert for suspicious
mass movements in these
arcas encircling Metre Ma
nila,

Most of the reports thus
far are speculations on the
anti-Estrada civil disobedi-
ence campaign which opens
this week through the Sen
ate ympeachment trial of
Presjdent Joseph Estrada
Some quarters are wonder
ing if this 18 merely & mili-
tury hype.

It 15 a wonder that some
Malacanan officials like
national security adviser
Alexander Aguirre sull pay
attention “to the National
Democratic Front sell-exile
to Holland Jose Ma. Sison
in so far as local communist
movements are concerned.
Apuirre said Sison has di-
rected local adherents tor he
communist party to paralyze
Malacanan by encireling the
presidential palace and to
blockade metropolitan streets
to create disorder.

HITMEN SQUADS

Communist Party spokes-
man Gregorio (Ka Roger)
Rosal was quoted by those
he contacted in media as
saying that New Pceople's
Army death squads have
targeted President Estrada
and National Police Chiel
Panfilo Lscson for assassi-
nation. What reads like &
scripted scenario is the nam-
ing of business friends of
President Fstrada like tycoon
Lucio Tan and Eduardo
(Danding) Cojuangeo in the
dissident hit list

Notorious gamblers
Charlie (Atong) Ang, Rodolfo
(Bong) Pineda of Pampanga
who was last reported 1o have
left for the United States, and
Charito Magbuhos of
Quezon, with landowner
Anton Prieto are said to be
targets of special operations

The announcement was
made after the presidential
puards arrested a man who
pot past the gate sentry with
what looked like an impro-

(Next page, please)




vised bomb with a wick in
his backpack. It was like a
comedy skit with AFP intel-
ligence chief, Lt. Gen. Jose
Calimlim, rather skeptical
about the would-be bomber
Tirso Padel or Padil, 28, who
was subdued by puards with
pointed guns when he threat-
ened to light up the bomb
and explode il

President Estrada was then
attending the Asean summit
in Singapore. The intruder
was carrying two bottles of
ammonium nicrate soaked in
gasoline, three .45-caliber
bullets, a knife, his biodata
and a detailed plan of attack
in his backpack

The man from Eastern
Samar who said more bomb-
ings will happen in the fu-
ture could be an NPA man,
a military dummy or jusl
plain crackpot. Padil entered
through Gate 6 of Malacanan
at 10:20 a.m., went 1n lronl
of Kalayaan hall and shouted
“‘Have you come up wilh
solutions fo the country’s
problems?""

He drew the auention of
guards Herman Avillaneda
and Meyer Way'as, report-
ers and employes. Padil took
out a boitie from his pack
which he prepared to hurl at
the PSG detachment build-
ing. But Way'as grabbed his
hands and prevented him
from lighting the bomb while
Avillaneda drew his gun ad
prepared to shoot the man
Padil said it was all “*drama
lang."’

The Malacaian spokesman
said Padil could be part ol
the leftist and political op-
position scheme to mount
massive rallies around
Malacanan.

Opposition leaders inter-
preted it as a Malacanan
attempt to whip up public
sympathy for President
Estrada amid calls for his
resignation, impeachment or
ousler.

Investigators said Padil
met with the secretary gen
eral of the Communist Party
in Central Luzon and from
Bulacan, joined a school tour
of Malacanan by posing as
a student from a Bulacan
college.

RED PLAN BARED

Ka Roger Rosal said the
Communist Party ol the
Philippines executive comimil-
tee issued a directive last
October Lo 42 guerrilla front
line groups nationwide that
their fighters form special
units to carry oul
outside ol their spheres ol
operation.

This is contrary to the
former ban againsl operil
ing from their zones in the
carly '90s alter the Alex
Boncayuo Brigade and its
offshoot, the Red Scorpion

orders

Gang, engaged in criminal
activities like robberies,
murder, and Kidnapping for
ransam.

RESURRECTING
MARCOS

““Why is the Post Office
using public resources Lo
rchabilitate a corrupt tyrant
Wt was ousted Trom power
by u popular uprising?'* asks
the caption of a [live-peso
postal stamp showing 2
young-looking Ferdinand E.
Marcos with an inscription
ol the years 1965-1986 cov-
ering his term.

The campaign Lo resurrect
the late deposed dictator has
not stopped from (he time
President Joseph Estrada
assumed office in 1998 and
proposed the burial ol the
ousted Marcos at  the
Libingan ng mga Bayani wilh
war heroes but had to re
scind his decision because ol
vehement pubhic protest

The Post Office has been
issuing a series of presiden
tial stamps that has *‘become
an excuse lor insinuating
Marcos bhack into public
consciousness and, sublimi-
nally. into public favor."
Referred to is the five-peso
stamp showing a much
younger Marcos as Philippine
President from 1965-1986

An irate newspaper reader
who received a letter from
the mailbox with the Marcos
stamp. The reader was wor
ried that the stamp may be
used for letters abroad where
it can be seen by foreigners
“‘who will surely get another
Jesson on the short memory
of the Filipinos '

SKELETONS FROM
VP ARROYO'S
CLOSET OUT

Skelctons are being rattled
out of Vice President Gloria
M. Arroyo's closet for not
declaring $4.5 million invest-
ments she and her husband
Jose Miguel (Mike) Arroyo
made of £2.050.000
(P102,500,000) in an apart
ment buiiding and $2.5 mil
lion in a
prime real
Francisco,

condominium in

estale 1n San
Calitorn

The Iive-storey apartment
with 35 units at 737 Bush
Street 15 in the plush Nob
Hill area two blocks away
from Union Square. The
1,000-square-meter condo
minium purchased in 1993
is at 1700 Sacrumento St. on
the corner of Van Ness.

Arroyo’s younger brother
Ignacio who now owns the
property said in his aflida-
vit his brother, “*Atty. Jose
Miguel Arroyo, wis instrie
mental in acquiring lor my
behall the said properties.”

We “Forum
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lgnacio’s income Lax returns
for 194, 1996-1999 wilnch he
filed with the Bureau ol
Internal Revenue said he
earned P110,000 per annum
through those yeurs

How could he have pur
chased the two California
properties in 1992 and 1998
valued then at $4.5 million?
Arroyo said he placed
$865,000 down payment on
both properties, using parl
of $1 million he inherited
from his mother, Lourdes
Tuason Arroyo, who died in
1978. The BIR records show
that Ignacio Arroyo had no
other source of income than
the P110,000 pmd lam as
salary as an employe of JJ
Agricultural Corporation. He
owns 4 house in Bacolod City
at 107 and 103rd Sts..
Greenplains Subdivision

The San Francisco prop-
erties in question caused the
Ombudsman to [ile a com-
plaint against then Senator
Gloria M. Arroyo for not
declaring it in her statement
of assets and liabilities und
net worth., This s a viola
tion of Seetion 8, RA 6713,
the and
cthical standards lor public
officials and employes

This

missed the case lor

caode ol conducet

Ombudsman  dis
1nsulf
cient Under the
immunity clause ol the Con
stitution, the case woulkd not
prosper after Gloria became
Vice President in 1998

However, hecause ol an

evidence

impeachment complimt liled
by Imelda Marcos' lawyer
Oliver Lozano, the Vice
President may be held Tuble
for *‘hetrayal of public rust, ™
Ricardo
Valimonte, who had carlier
accused Glorin Arroyo ol
praft, said she had used her

Lawyer

/4

CHIEF JUSTICE DAVIDE: Presiding.

Vice

Ombudsman

mfluence as President
(g have the
dismiss the case. Vialmonte
ATT 1:5 )
declare the uequisiuon oi LS
property in her 1996 and
1997 statement of assers and
liabilities when she was still
senator Valmonte alleged she
and her hushand used lgnacio
Atroyo as dummy Lo conceal

ownership of the property

did  nod

chareed

Gloria and Mike Arroyo cre
listed in the San Francisco
Recorder’s Olflice as
tenunts who purchased the Bush
St. apartment on Nov. 25, 1992
for $2,050,000 and the Van
Ness condominium for $2.5
million in 1993, When the
ownership of the property was

questioned, Gloria's lawyers
claimed they were nol the
owners even though the deed
said so

The couple claimed the
apartment building and condo-
minium were acquired by Mike
Arroyo *‘in trust for Ignacio
through o privale arrange-
ment. Tgnacio executed o trust
agreement saying on Nov, 12,
1993 that he
Culilornia corporation Lo even
« ly own the property. The
all davit he executed belore the
Ombudsman in 1998 suted he

waould set up o

was the property’s “'true and
beneeial oswner,”” i the nam.
of LTA Realty Corp. (USA)
which “*T wholly own and
comntrol. ™’

He said he had asked s
hrother Lo set up the corpora
tion und place the properly in
Iiis name because he (Ignacio)
wis in the Church
annulment from his wile

midst ol

Vice President Arroyo
chuimed she and her husbhand
hought the properties 1 trusi
for lgnacio’s LTA Corp. bul
lawyer Valmonte said (he
documents bear the name of

the Vice President and her

hushand. Valmonte smd the
mcome carned from the apart-
ment building rentals was
$105.000 4 month or $1.26
million a year which are not
reflected in Mrs

records

LEGISLATORS BACK
CASE

Vialmonte
conter more tha
will endorse his
anpeachment complaint aginst
Arroyo. He said b will not
violate the Constitution in filing
more than one impeschment
complaint against an olTicial
within a year,

Being in ils imitial stages,
‘it is up to the commitiee on
justice to consolidate 1his
complaint with the one liled
hy Lozana,"” satd
The justice commitiee deferred
deliberation on the umpeach

,J\"u_\'n't.

had

-
L3 CONEress

sird  he

men who

Valmonie

ment complaint too Toesday
Vilmonte said he decided to
file a separate complaint ulier
he was asked by Lozano (o be
i owitness in his case
Valmonte said he wanied 1o
he o complainint rathics than
iled  pradt
cises apninst Arroyo betore the
Ombudsman when
senator in 1997, The cas
dismissed heczuse Arroyo used

| witness having

she was

Wis

her influence as senator, He
wanted 1o pursue it but she
wiclded even greater influence
as Vice President over the then
dominant Lakas Party
Arroyo also enjoyed immu
pity from sl as Viee Presi
dent and only after conviction
tn an lIl!!‘L‘iIL‘IHl'IL'In ciasc cin
criminally,
Claiming per
sonal knowledge of Arroyo's
impeachable offenses,
Valmonte said e had gathered
sufficient evidence to have her
impeached

THE BACKLASH

The cases apmnst the Vice

sliec be sued

Valmonte said

President are an oulerop ol her
challenge 1o President Joseph
Estradu
can premuaturely uassume the

(0 resign so that she

presidency prior to the expi-
ration of its six-year lerm in
2004

Gloria Arroyoe has nat
heeded Abraham Lincoln's
quotavion **with malice toward
none. with charity for all'® in
spite of President Esirada’s
coneilintory attitude and regard
for her as his Vice President
She should perhaps have re
membered that people who live
in glass houses should not cast
stones or they may nvite the
stones (o ke horled back s their
fragile abodes.

e o o

ELECTION FUND
OVERLOOKED?

Commission on Elections
Chairman Harriet Demetriou
warned of a constitutional crisis
il Congress [ails e approve
the T2 billion carmarked for
the May 14, 2001 clection in
the P725-million national bud-
pel

Her reminder prompied the
House of Representalives ap-
propoations commilice chair
man. Rep Gilberto Duavit, (o
explain that i the budgel 1s
detayed, Congress will tap the
carryover budget using the
President’s confingent lund

He was secuiled by Rep.
Joey Salceda, who assured
Congress won't allow this o
happen. Budget deliberations
ure scheduled to be finished
before December ends, Salceda
said

Demetriou pointed oul the
P2 billion stipulated Tor clec-
tion expenses must be approved
not later than Jan. 2 when the
filing of certificates of candi-
dacy begins. The Comelec
needs at least P220 million lor
informution materials prepara-
tory tot he election. Al present,
however, the Comelec has only
P7 million in its coffers.

Demetriou said Congress
and the Department of Budget
and Manpagement may have
averlooked the P220 million
for preparatory logistics since
“'not a single centavo has been

"

released so far

Nolice Is

Paga No. 7. Book MNo. 2?2

LEGAL NOTICE

hereby given thal the estale al the lale FRANCISCO
R. SANTOS who died on Sepl
exirajudicially cellled among his neirs in a documenl enlered inlo
\hhe notarial (eqgistty ol Ally, Aurora S
Serles ol 2000

22 1995 al Makatl has been

Baulista bearing Doc. No. 30
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Tha Department of Social

Waltare and Dovelopmant Is
calling the attontion of
Corazon T. Sorillo whe aban-
donod har minar child, KAREN
SORILLO, who was left to tha
care of Lea Talens

Sald biclogical mothar may
contact MRS EDNA
SAGCEDOR, social workar of
the DSWD, NCRH, San Rafaal
St., Manila with telophone
numbers 734-8651 and 734-
B622

NOTICE

WE FORUM
Decomber 4, 2000
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RESS FREEDOM HEROES

ICARDO UCEDA, one of Peru’s most renowned investigative jour-
nalists, is famous for his fearless reporting on government corrup-
tion and the military’s abuse of human rights. Unuer his editorship,
the newsweekly Si implicated military officers in the 1991 massacre
of 15 people in the Barrios Altos district of the capital, Lima, and
revealed the existence of a clandestine grave containing the bodies of nine
college students and their professor who had been abducted by the army.
Steadfastly refusing to reveal his sources, Uceda became the focus of legal
actions, physical threats and censorship. In 1994, he left Si to found the
Investigative Unit of E/ Comercio, Peru’s oldest and most prestigious daily.

Born in Chiclayo, Peru,
on July 24, 1953,
studied journalism at the
Jaime Bausate y Mesa Insti
tute of Journalism and Eco-
nomics at the Mayor de San
Marcos National University
He joined the magazine El
Mundo 1n.1974 and worked
for the dailies Expresa, El
Diario, and El Nacional
before joining the TV sta-
tion, Canal 2, as an inves-
tigative reporter in 1987,
After a brief stint as editor
in chief of the daily La
Razon, he was appointed

l

Uceda

-

L~

deputy editor ol the maga-
zine Si in 1988,

When President Alberto
Fujimoro suspended the con-
stitution and dissolved Con-
1992, os
tensibly to cradicate corrup
tion and combal terrorism,
he created a presidential
dictatorship that continues to
violate basic rights, includ-
ing [reedom ol the press.
Fujimori uses his control of
the country's judiciary (o
intimidate the independent
press. The military contin-
ues Lo demonsirate low tol-

press on Apr. S,

"
4

o

L

l

crance {or journalists report-
ing on corruption and human
rights abuses. In addition to
threats and physical attacks,
favorite methods ol intini
dation have included jamiling.
detentions, cconomic pres-
sure, wire tapping and sur-
veillance to foree many jour-
nalists inw exile

In this ¢limate of threats.,
harassment and intimidation,
Uceda and his dedicated stafl
ol investigative reporters al
Si conducted investigations
into government corruption,
collusion between drug traf-
fickers and the military, and
human rights violations,

After the magazine re-
vealed new information in
December 1992 that impli-
cated senior military intelli-
gence personnel in the 1991
Barrios Altos massacre ol 15
people, the Minmster ol
Defense, Victor Malca
Villanueva, initinted @ casce
against Uceda Tor falsitying
information. Through the
public prniccuwr. Mualca
accused Uceda ol lying about
the involvement ol the army

i
;

1992.

Ricardo Uceda led an investigative team at Si and later af £l Comercio. In
1993 Uceda revealed the existence of a clandestine grave containing the
remdins of nine students and a professor who had been missing since July

in the massacre. When the
authorities demanded that he
reveal s lor the
story refused. A
provineial eriminal prosecu-
Lor that S/ had
within ats rights to exercise

sources
Uceda
said acted
free expression and closed
the case
In July

vealed the

1993

existence

Jeeda re-
ol &
clandestine grave containing
the remains ol nine students
and a

Cantuta

were

|]'U|I1 I.l
University. They
military
death squad ad had been
missing since July 1992
When Uceda was accused of
obstruction of justice, a erime
punishable with prison, the
Peruvian Congress voled
overwhelmingly to guarantee
the safety of the editor, who
had resisted all pressure (o
reveal his sources. An
quiry led the arrest
several high-ranking officers

ls(nt\'\\uf

vietims ol a

111
10 of
despite attempts at a cover-
up by the authorities who had
threatened and his
family and accused him ol
complicity with the Shining
Path terrorist movement

Uceda

Uceda resigned his post
m chiel of 8
1994 10 found and
also head the mvestigations
units ol Ef Comercio, Peru's
most important daily. His
team of investigative journal-

as editor
Augusl

1sts conlinues Lo uncover
ol corrup

tion among politicians and the

NUIMErnus cases

RDO

DA

l A UVa

military, Once of the most
mn 1998
when El Comerio exposed the

cate of freedom of expres-
sion and the public's right
to know, Uceda is also a
founding member of the
Instituto Presa y Sociedad
(Press and Society Institute),
an association founded by
Peruvian journalists to defend
journalism, promote press
{reedom and to strengthen the
media’s role in the develop-
ment of democracy in Peru

notable cases was

misuse of state funds intended
for wvictims of the El Nino
[Moods amd mudshdes, The
story led tot and
jiling of Peru's civil defense
chiel, General Homero
Nurena

An tuncompromising advo

he arrest

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
CALOUCAN CITY

NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE

FINANCE CORPORATION
Morlgagee

- Versus

SPS BALBINO B VILLANUEVA &

MARYJANE VILLANUEVA
Morlgagors
s e X

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petilion for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Al
4118 liled by NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION
Motigagee with principal office and postal address al 7th Floor Filomena
Bullding, Amorsolo St Legaspi Village, Makat| City, against SPS' BALBINO
B VILLANUEVA and MARYJANE VILLANUEVA, Morlgagors, wilh residence
and postal address al Lot 3 Block 9 Bo. of Novaliches, Caloocan Cily, 1o
saligly \he morigage indebledness which as of June 30, 2000 amounls lo
SEVEN HUNDRED NINETY FIVE THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED SIXTY PE-
SOS (795 460 00) Philippine Currency. including/excluding interesis penal-
lies allornay s lees. plus shenfl's fees and all other necessary expenses ol
lareclosute and sale Ihe Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff of Caloacan
Cily through Ihe undersigned Sherdl, hereby gives nolice to all interested
parties and to he public \n general that on January 12, 2001 al 10:00 o'clock

\he morning of soon therealler Infront of the main enlrance o Caloocan
City Hall Annex Aurelio Buillding, Rizal Avenue Ext. carner 9ih Avenue, Grace
Park Caloocan Cily. she or her duly authorized Sherill will sell at public
auction 1o {he highest bidder and for CASH in Philippine Currancy, the real
eslate properly logelher with all the improvemenis existing thereon. 1o wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 191212
A parcel of land (Lot 3 Block 9 of fhe cons -subd plan Pes-13-000843,
aing a portion ol the consoligalion of Lols 900-C to 900-L, 900-G 800-S.°
| 8O0z 500-1 S00-JJ 800 WW, 800-XX, Psd-49200; Lots 903-C-1 and

(-7 (LRC) Psd-27u. LRC Rec No 8563) silualed inthe Bo of Novaliches

an Cily, Mefro M » Bounded on the S, along line by Lot B on Lhe
no bne 23 by Lol 2 both of Block 9 on lhe N
P 7010 m and on the E along line 4-1 by Lol 4 Block 8
dalion-subdivision plan, xx xxx xxx conlain
THIRTY THREE SQUARE METERS AND FIFTY SQUARE DEC!
(103 50) more of less. xx xxx’
are hereby enjoined lo investigale et them
fly and encumbrances Ihoreon il any Ihefe

along line 3-4 by
wide)

an area of G

METERS
Frospaclive buyers/bidde
glyes thé Wille of the said p
b
Caloocan Cily, November 28, 2000
PAZ G PALANCA
(Sqd ) DANILO P NORBERTE Ex-Oflicio Shenll
Sherill In-Charge
NOTE
In tha even! (hat anly one biddar appears on January 12, 2001, Ihe auction
of the above-descriibed properly will be aulomalically resel to February
02 2001 al lhe same hme and place wilhoul the neeads ol repasling and

republisting of Ihe nalices

sale

Copy furnished Al Patlies Concerned
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VLACHOU

LENI VLACHOU, publisher of the distinguished Athens daily
Kathimerini, gained widespread respect when she defiantly ceased
publication rather than submit to censorship during the 1967-74 Greek

military junta.

Born Dec. 18, 1911,
Vlachou storted in 1935 as
a reporter . her father's
paper, Kathimerini,
quickly made a name for
herself wiith a regular po-
litical column. She assumed
control of her father’s pub-
lishing concerns upon his
death in 1951. She ran
Kathimerini, Messimvrini,
and the weekly magazine
Eikones until 1987 when she
sold her media interests.

and

In April 1967, when a
group of Greek army colo-
nels seized power in 4 coup,
Vlachou refused to submil
to military pressire and
censorship, choesing (o
close her papers
Although the government

nstead.

pressured her to republish,
she refused and
trated instead on giving

outspoken interviews 1o

coneer-

foreign correspondents

about the junta’s suppres-

freedom.
R crardless of personal risk,

sion of press
she uged every opportunity
to denounce the colonels.

On Sept. 28, 1967,
Viachou was arrested and
questioned for four hours
about an interview pub-
lished in the Turin, laly,
daily :a Stampa, in which
she called the junta lead-
ers “‘mediocrities. " She was
placed under house arrest
on Oct. 4

and told she

Elenl Viachou refused to submit fo the censorship of the Greek military |
Junta from 1967-74 and instead chose 1o close her papers, She was
arested and placed under house arrest for her outspoken Interviews.

would be tried before a
military court for breaking
martial law and insulting
the authorities. That same
month, IPI Report, then a
monthly bulletin, published
on its front page the pho-
tographed facsimile of an
open letter she had written
beforehand for publication
““in the event | was stopped
to express myself freely."
The letter, received by the
IPI Secretariat in Zurich a
week after her arrest,
implored the world press
not o stop writing abou.
Greece. ‘‘Don’t stop ask-
ing why the Greek govern-
ment is not Kkeeping its
promises [to restore free-
dom of the press]... Don’t
believe for a minute that
what the foreign press
writes leaves the colonels
coel and undisturbed, that
they don’t care. They care
desp'eralc}y... By now
people with sense the world
over know what has hap-
pened to Greece. And I ask
them to worry about it. It
may prove contagious.” It
was a passionate plea from
a fearless woman who, even
after her arrest, continued
to defy the colonels, and
it made front-page headlines
around the world.

1967,
flee
London,
where she sought polizizal

In December
Vlachou was able (o
in disguise (o

asyluni. Using London 18
her base
tirelessly =zoainst military
rule
made speeches, gave inter-

she campaigned

in her country. She
views, published the En-
glish-language Hellenic
Review and wrote Under
House Arrest, a book about
the junta. Viachou returned
to Greece after the mili-
tary dictatorship fell in 1974
and resumed publicition ol
Kathimerini on the 50th
anniversary of the day when
her father published the first
issue of the newspaper. That
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IPI REPORT

she ar “Am 2T
elected to
the first
post-dicta-
torship par-
liament as a
deputy for
the New
Democracy b

Party. & | r:

viaehon 8 0k 3 IS REDW S (I
died Ott. ey e .- :
VRO 1SS P REEDOM HTEROLS
and was

buried with

- -

full state hionors. She was
a ‘‘truly great figure in
Greek journalism,’" Prime
Minister Andreas
Papandreou said. “‘She was
unwavering in her principles

immediate reaction to- the
coup of Apr. 21, 1967, with
the cessation of publication
of Kathimerini and her other
publications, is a crowning
moment of resistance in the

and her beliefs... Her field of-journalism.™

REPUBLIC @F THE PHILIPPINES
BEGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIGWAL CAPMAL JUDICIAL REGION
PARARAQUE CITY
BRAMCH 260

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION
FOR ADOPTION OF THE MINOR
HIROKO DESAMPARADO NAGATA
SP Case No 00-0182
SPS KAZUHISA AND VIRGINIA
DESAMPARADO NAGATA
Petilioners

ORDER

A verified peliion filed by the Spouses Kazuhisa and Virginia Desamparado
Nagata for the adoplion of minor Hiroko Desamparado Nagata

Pelitioners Kazuhisa Nagata and Virginia D. Nagala are Spouses, Japa-
nbse and Filipino cilizens respectively, both of legal age, and residing al No.
09 Ruby St Bernabe Subdivision, Parafiaque Cily, (hal pelilioners are the
natural parents of the minor Hiroko D Nagala who was born belore thei
aloresaid marriage on December 29, 1897 [hal petilionefs have another ¢hild
born afer the marriage; petitisners desiie lo adop! the minof Hiroke Jesamparado
Nagala so he could use of family hame, Nagata and acquire olher rights of
a legiimale child under the law, pelilioners have all the qualificalions and
none ol the disqualilica’sn under the iaw o adopl

Finding the. petition to be sufficient i5 form and In subistance, lhe same
|5 hereby sel for heanng on December 14 2000 at 8:30 n the morning al
the Regional Trial Court, Branch 260, Parafaque City

The Depariment of Social Wellare and Development is directed lo con
ducl a social case sludy and submil the samae lo this Courl on or belore the
heating Lel copy of Ihis Order and pelilion be lyrnished o the Olfice ol the
Solicitor General and the Local Civil Registrar of Parafiague and Pasay Cily

Let copy af Ihis Order be published once a week for three (3) conseculive
weeks in @ newspapes ol general ciculation and be rallled under PD 1079
al |he expense o the pelilioner

S0 ORDERED

Parafiagque Cily, Oclober 27. 2000

(Sgd') HELEN BAUTISTA RICAFORT
Jrdpge
WE FORUM
Nowv, 20, 27, Dec. 4, 2000




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities Ehdnds
in depressed areas.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Comoration than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plys and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
lile better for people i1 depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihcod projects were

.-M,(.

AN

ks

N

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and procuctive cirizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

i * ] || Fhilippine Amusement & Gaming Corooration
o W ponding through Responsible Gaming
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Wanted: political honesty

SPATE of legislators disowned party affiliations and made

a show of being independent-minded. Why can’t politicians

be straightforward and mentally honest so that people will
: be properly oriented with their public statements rather
than be kep' in the dark guessing? :

Only Sen. Miriam Defensor-Santiago was candid enough
io come out in favor of absolving Fresident Estrada from
the impeachment case prepared by the House of Represen-
tatives and submitted for trial to the Senate. For speaking
out her mind that a majority of eight senators including
herself were backing up the President, Santiago was exco-
riated by the political opposition and her kasinmanwa or
Ilonggo province-mates. She was called “‘less than intelli-
gent”’ for speaking before *‘any shred of evidence’’ had been
presented in the impeachment case.

Sen. John Osmeia has assumed an apologist’s role by
quickly coming to the President’s defense when he is ha-
rassed.

Senate President Franklin Drilon and House Speaker
Manuel Villar placed their Congress leadership on the block
by resigning from the Laban ng Masang Pilipino coalition.

Drilon, who had made a deal that Sen. Blas Ople would
be Senate president for one year after which he would take
over the following year, was voted out by the majority in
favor of Aquilino Pimentel Jr., who now heads the Senate.

Villar mustered 93 votes to retain the Speakership against
114 votes for Arnulfo Fuentebella, who is the new Speaker.

Drilon sparked the resignations from LAMP with Sens.
Rodolfo Biazon and Anna Dominique Coseteng. They were
followed by Robert Jaworski, Ramon Revilla and four-time
party-flitter Ramon Magsaysay Jr., who affiliated with the
United Opposition.

The LAMP was left with senators believed to be allies
of President Estrada: Pro Tempore Blas Ople, John Osmena,
Miriam D. Santiago, Juan Ponce Enrile, Teresa Aquino-Oreta,
Gregorio Honasan and Francisco Tatad.

But upon donning the black silk roga of a juror, Tatad
announced he wanted to show impartiality in judging the
istrada impeachment case by quitting the LAMP coalition.
The 22 senators were thus reduced to 21 with chamber had
carlier been reduced to 22 wwith the death of Senate President
Manuel Fernan (a former Supreme Court chief justice) and
the election of Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo as Vice President
in the 1998 election.

Sens. Honasan and Oreta made that palabas on television
of signing a manifesto that they would vote, not according
to party affiliation but their conscience. They launched a
signature campaign to show impartiality and said they were
taking leave from their party to rise above partisan politics
and ensure ‘‘the credibility of the impeachment process and
our Constitution as the embodiment of our people’s will.”

EDITORIAL

I'LL VOTE
ACLORDING TO
MY CoNSCLENCE

TIME: Do you think things would im-
prove if you were to become President?

Arroyo: Oh yes, oh yes. things are
so bad now...

TIME: Do you think you would make
a better President?

Arroyo: 1 will follow my father’s foot-
steps by doing what is right,"and God
will take care of the rest. My father is
my role model. My living role model
is Cory Aquino. 1 am prepared

FEERE

TIME is, of course, the American
magazine (November 20) and Arroyo,
Gloria ““Don’'t Forget Macapagal’’ Ar-
royo.

Oh yes, things would improve if she
were to become President? She traces
her dad’s footsteps and God takes care
of the rest? (How sure is she?)

Can’t blame GMA is her role model
is her late father, but wkat I can’t forget
abeut his administration were the long
snaking queues of poor Pinoys buying
semi-edihle vice imported by the gov-
ernment at their expense. Want a re-
peat of that?

As regards her living role model,
Cory, all I'd say now is: Save this nation

from coups! from Kamaganak, Inc.! [rom

selective implementation of the agrar-

ian reform law (meaning, exemption of

Hacienda Luisita from its coverage)!
kkEk¥xE

| say it again: Erap or no Erap, things
won't get any better. Improvement will
come about only if we remove all the
crocodiles in the government and change
the rotten system.

Which. 1 fear, are impossible for us
Pinoys to do, given our nature and cul-
ture of corruption. -

Changing one’s nature can’t b= achieved
overnight, It's a lifelong proces. How-
ever, iU's certainly time to begin now. In

fact 1t's long overdue.

Meantime, as the nationai situation
worsens, it would be advisable for all
believers to pray for providential inter-
vention, if only for the sake of our children.

We ‘Forum
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Erap impeachment
trial underway
(CONCLUSION)

Opposing any attempt to limit media cov-
erage excepl lor reasons of security and
space, the lady solon said the trial's pro
ceedings will be invaluable 1o the public,
both national and internationay o fornm
reasonable opinion about the charges apainst
the President and sbout the performunce of
e Senale as u jury.

“The impeachment process is a process
that we must safeguard and protect. The
public's vigilant and watchful eye is a lorce
that will help puard against innuendoes that
we did not do our job properly and against
public misgivings that will be unfair 1o our
colleagues,™ Legarda said.

The puidelines on media coverage of
the trial are still being linalized, but space
considerations are tending to limit televi-
sion coverage,

Legarda stressed that it is the responsi-
bility of the Senate to accommuodate as much
as possible domestic and international me-
dia coverape. 1 believe that in the spirit
of transparency and impartiality, it is nec
essary to allow all tri-media to cover this
most critical event in our nation’s history
with utmost liberality,” she said

“To limit media coverage in any way
or form 15 to limil the right ol the public
to be informed. This is likely to hinder the
process itself, and this is certainly not in
the higher interests of transparency. Ulti-
mately, this can only undermine public con-
fidence in this trial,” Leparda declared.

Sen. Ponce Enrile says it will take only
a month or so while Sen. John Osmena (eels
that the trial will last until the May 2001
elections — as the opposition would hope
50 the peopie may vent their ire on LAMP
bets and not vote for them.

Meanwhile, Sen. Miriam Deflensor
Santiago defines the distinet roles of sena-
tors during the impeachment proceedings:

“The moment the senators take an oath
to do impartial justice and empanel them-
selves as an impeachment tribunal, in legal
contemplation, the senators undergo a per-
sonality change.

“However," she added, “it would be folly
to expect them to discard their political colors
overnight. Hence, the Constitution demands,
not a tabula rasa or a clean slate in the
mind of every senator, for that is humanly
impossible.

“Instead,” she said, “the Constitution de-
mands the only possible personality change:
that, every senator, despite his political color.
should strive mightily to keep an open mind
The difference between the lepislative func
tion and the impeachment Tunction 1s that
at the impeachment trial, the senator is under
an obligation to open his mina, and to cvaluate
the evidence according fo ihe rules of evi
dence, which are part of the Rules ol Court
Sitting as judges means that we all have to
spend time studying these rules.

“In theory, the senators conveniently ex
change two robes: first, the white Romun robe
of the senator as politician;, and sccond, the
black Anglo-Saxon robe of the senator us judpe.
However, in reality i1 s mueh more difficult
to effect the switch hetween the partisan
personulity of the politician, und the impartial
persanality of o judge.” she

“1 would he extremely difficult to expect
that & senutor who is partisan in the morneng
session, when the Scnate sits s a legislalure;
would be capuble of transmogrifying himsell

saned

We “Forum
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DATELINE:
MANILA

by C. STUTZ FERNANDEZ

into an impartial juage ui the afternoon. when
the Senaic 58 as an iGpeachment tribenal. 1
is almost in the nature of a religious myslery
The best we can do is 1o make the attempt,”
Santiago says.

Meanwhile, Senate Majority Leader Fran-
cisco Tatad has declared his complete inde-
pendence as a member of the impeachmen courl
by renouncing his party ties with LAMP, while
makKing no common cause with the anti-Estrada
lorces.

In a letter addressed to the Filipino people,
which he read at his regular Monday noon
press conference. Tatad said:

“As the Senale formally constitutes itsell
as an impeachment court. and 1 ke my oath
as one of its members, I wanl to reassure our
people that | have not prejudged the case, and
that 1 will sit at this trial with open cyes and
an open mind, without any partisan prejudices
For this purpose, | now renounce my ties with
LAMP, the administration party. while mak
ing no common cause with those secking 1o
shun the impeachment process by insisting on
Mr. Estrada’s resignation.

“Without any ties to either side hut equi-
distant to both, I shall perform my duties
according 1o my best lights, guided solely by
the truth, justice. and the common pood as a
well-formed Christian conscience has taught
me o discern these all these years, so long
as that conscience lives.

In a joint statement Sens. Teresa Aquino-
Oreta and Gregorio Honasan said they have
decided that:

“During the whole course of the impeach-
ment that, we are taking a leave from our
respective parties. We call on all our col-
lcagues both from the ruling coalition and
apposition parties to do the same.

“Through this act we commit ourselves to
rise above partisan political interest and pur-
sue the higher politics of ensuring the cred
thility of the impeachment process and our Con-
stitution as the embodiment of our people's
will,

“We call on the Filipino people to be vigilant
and 1o help us wphold our Constitution.

Sen. Rodolfo Biazon, chairman of the Senite
committee on national defense and security said:
“It is unfortunate that both the opposition and
the administration are (rying to drag the mili-
tary into the political controversy by raising
the *Spectre’ of military inlervention us u
possible resolution to this crisis that s pos-
sihly taking us to the brink of national disas-
ler,”

“The administration 15 raisoig his bopey
of military intervention 1o trv o dumpen he
mass actions being launched and are expected
1o he Juunched by the opposition,™ Biazon ex
j\fc\“‘d.

“On the other hand, the opposition 1s also
raising the same to scare the President 1o resign
from his olfice,”™ Biazon opined.

Biizon stressed, “This is unfortunate be-
cause the military already has more than enouph
work (o do o address the problem of the MILF,
the. Abu Sayall and the NPA withoul having
to be hothered by the need Tor them 1o reas-
sure the public that their loyalties Tie with the
Constitution and upholding constitutionul pro
vesses,

“The twaosides ol Hhas politieal controversy
are therefore well-advised o leave the mili
ey alone 1o do their jon,” Biazon appealed
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ONE TRUE CRIME

by MARITES DANGUILAN VITUG

It is easy enough to get legal advice.
Many lawyers are eager to help the
uninitiated make sense of the legalese
that laws are written in. Which is why
I find it difficult to understand how
someone like President Fstrada could
show himself to be so
unknowledgeable of the law. We
expect much more from those who
have embraced public service,
especially high government officials.
Having chosen this tack in life, these
men _and women who have sworn to
uphold the law must, more than -
anything else, know the law.

I HAVE been around long enough - 45
years -- to have a peneral knowledge of the
laws of the lund, And in writing aboul crimes,
anomalies, and injustices, among others, my
colleagues and | in the journalism profes-
ston have become familiar with legal te-
nets. We are ordinary 2itizens and many ol
us do not aspire lfor public office, butl we
read up on dull and tedious provisions of
the law,

As part of our rescarch, we consult with
lawyers. We ask them to explain, in simple
terms, the implications of certain laws. They
guide us when we look at specific cases,
pointing out essential elements and leading
us Lo more guestions,

That's what we do 1o get our stories right
It is casy enough to get legal advice. Many
lawyer§ are cager to help the uninitiated
make sense ol the legalese that laws are
written in. Which is why 1 find it difficult
1o understand how someone like President
Estrada could show himself to be so un-
knowledgeable ol the law.

We expect much more from those who
have embraced public service, especially high
government officials. Having chosen this tack
in life, these men and women who have
sworn o uphold the law must, more than
anything else, know the law,

It therefore came as a surprise when no
less than President Estrada admitted, in a
friendly radio interview, that llocos Sur Gov
Chavit Singson had offered him P200 mil
lion in jueteng payolfs, illegal money which,
he said, he rejected. By Estrada's account,
Siveson then deposited the money in o biank
account and it was eventualiy donated to
the Erap Muslim Youth Foundation

When did Estrada learn
cimms was a P200-million bribe? The Presi
dent gave two versions. In July, he said on
radio last Thursday, Ah, in October, he told
the Foreign Correspondents Association ol
the Philippines last Friday alter Singson
had already made his allegation that Presi
dent Estrada himsell took over P400 mil
lion jn payolfls [rom jueleng operalors

This detail is important because,
public official -- the highest in the Lind, at
thid the President s bound by law (o
make public Gny attempt (o bribe him. Bul
alter July or even Ocioher, Estrada did noi

about what b

H R

hother to expose Singson's alleped uet, He
didd not expose or prosecute the alleped bribe
giver

GOV. SINGSON: Accuser.

By Estrada’s account, Singson commitied
twa felonies which are punishable under Presi-
dent Deeree 1802 (the Anti-Gambling Decree)
and the Revised Penal Code. PD 1802 pro-
vides punishment for persons who *‘directly
or indirectly take part in any illegal or unau-
thorized activilies or games of cockfighting,
Jueteng, jai-alai, or horse-racing."

Article 212 of the Revised Penal Code,
subtitled **corruption of public officials,’’ says
that "‘any person who shall have made [the]
offers or promises or given the gifts or pre-
sents,'' shall be penalized.

Why then did Estrada keep his silence? The
President said that he did not report Singson's
offer because the latter didn't show up with
the money. He needed to be caught *‘flat
footed,'" Estrada said, probably meaning to
say "‘red-handed.’’ Besides, the President added,
he has a lot of things to attend to and it is
the duty of the police to go after illegal gamblers
and bribe pivers.

It is casy to understand why Estrada did
not expose Singson's ‘‘bribe’” in July. At that
time, Singson was still his friend and gam-
bling buddy. But in October, when Singson
was no longer in the inner circle, Estrada still
did not report him. The President was clearly
remiss in his duties.

Apparently, the President had forgotien
Article 208 of the Revised Penal Code which
says: “*The penalty of prision correccional in
its mimmum period and suspension shall be
imposed upon any public officers or officer ol”
the law, ~ho, in dereliction of the duties of
his office, snall muliciously refrain from in-
stituting prosecution for the punishment of the
violators of the law, or shall olerare the

<commission of offenses, "’

It is not roo difficult to understand this
provision. President Joseph Estrada, the high-
est public official in the country, tolerated the
commission ol an offense by not prosecuting
Singson. Lawyers call this *‘dereliction of duty'’
on Estrada’s part, who must have known [ull
well that a erime had been committed. As such,
[awyers say, he ueted “‘with malice and de-
liherate intent to favor the violator of the law.**

There are precedents in Philippine juris-
prudence. In cases decided by the Supreme
Court, a chiel” of police (People v. Rosales)
and o barrio Heutenant (U.S. v, Mendoza) have
been held criminally liable for failure to pros-
ccute criminal offenders, under Article 208 ol
the Revised Penal Code. (PNI)
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IFUGAO DAM PROJECT OPPOSED

by ARTEMIO ALEGRE DUMLAO

BANAUE, Ifugao — A P5-
billion dam project being
planned along Amoweg River
in Asipui o, Ifugao province,
is meetin fierce opposition
and will likely become an-
other political flash point
much like the San Roque
Multipurpose Dam Project in
San Manuel, Pangasinan.

It is feared that the dam,
when completed, will sub-
merge almost an entire
barangay, including four
schools, rice farms, planta-
tions, and burial grounds of
the indigenous Kalanguya and
Ayangan tribes. Called the
Matuno hydroelectric dam
project, the dam will report-
edly be constructed under a
build-operate-transfer scheme
with a Japanese construction
firm

“We will destroy the dam
that will destroy lands within
our territory,”’ said Hugao
Gov. Ildefonso Dulinayan
after receiving reports that
the provincial government of
Nueva Vizcaya, led by Goy.
Rodolfo Agbayani is push-
ing plans to start building the
dam this year. Amoweg,
populated  entirely by
Kalanguyas and Ayangans
from Ifugao, has been the
subject of a territorial dis-
pute between lfugao and
Nueva Vizcaya.

CONSTRUCTION
READIED

Agbayani has denied that
Nueva Vizcaya will push
through with the project, but
Ifugao Vice Gov. Robert
Mangyao said in a recent
interview that a program of
work had been prepared and
is scheduled for implemen-
tation months from now.

Citing reliable sources,
Mangyao said equipment and
building materials had been
delivered since Aupust,
“‘showing they are really in
pursuit of the project.”’

“he dam js intended Lo
provide electricity for Nueva
Vizeaya and nearby provinces
and irrigate hundreds of rice
farms in the plains below the
mountains of Amoweg

It is expected to submerge
four silios ol Amoweg
Schools !ikcly to go under
water are the Bukip Primary
School, Camandag Elemen
tury School, Dole Elemen-
tary School and the
Camandap Annex ol the
Asipulo  Nationul High
School

VILLAGERS
ARMS'
In August, Ifugao board

‘UP IN

Justice Isagani Cruz contest-
ing its constitutionality, par
ticularly its provisions giv
ing indigenous peoples rights
to lands and mineral re-
sources which, they claim.
are traditionally owned by the
State.

One of the oppositors
the Ipra is Lepanto Consoli-
dated Mining Co., which has
been operating in Northern
Benguet since 1936.

“‘Ipra has given us a
barrier in the developmeni
of mineral lands under the
new  miming aet,’”  said
Florencio Fajilan, Lepanto
public information officer.

Such aspects of lpra are
the subject of policy discus-
sions withip the Deparument
of Environment and Natural

Resources., For instance,

DENR Seccretary Antonio
Cerilles is proposing a new
mineral policy that would
reconcile coflicting laws
The proposed new policy 18
intended to address legal and
constitutional issues on the
ownership of minerals, in-
cluding questions about the
constitutionality of the Phil-
ippine Mining Act of 1995
and financial or technical
assistance agreements on
mineral projects.

Cerilles has warned that
foreign investors might back
oul of the country if the legal
issues are not reseclved. He
also deplored what he called
the anti-mining policy adopted
by some local government
units invoking Ipra and the
Local Government Code of
1991, (PNI)

BEHIND THE SMILES: Fierce opposition.

member Jose Guyguyun, who
inspected the arca recently.
said village leaders were “‘up
inarms'’ and vowed to stop
the project at all costs.

“We will use our spears
and bolos, and even sacri-
fice our lives to protect our
ancestral lands and homes,"
Guyguyun quoted Amoweg
barangay captain Vicente
Quirino as saying

In response (o a barangay
resolution sent by Quirino,
the Sangguniang Panlalawigan
(provincial board) of lfugao
will file an injunction suit to
stop the Nueva Vizcaya
government from proceeding
with the project, according
to lawyer Nicasio Baguilal
of the office of the IMugao
governor,

The territorial dispute over
Amoweg arose [rom legisla-
tion filed by then-Nueva
Vizcaya Rep. Leonardo Perez
a few years ago creating the
municipality of Alfonso
Custaneda, which annexed
several sitios of Amoweg Lo
Nueva Vizcaya, reporled)y
\-\'lll!l‘-i!' ;‘." ‘|‘L'r '\'UI“H".]']UH\
with the residents
Ifugao government

IPRA VIOLATION
CITED

The uguao Sungguniang
Panlalawigan said the dam
construction would violate
Section 59 of Republic Act
8371, or the Indigenous
Peoples Rights Act (Ipra),
requiring the “‘lree and in
formed prior consent™ ol

and the

indigenous people belore
government project alfecting
them s implemented

Under that law, the indig

cnous peoples can stop or
suspend a project 1if the
requirement of due consul-
tation is not satisfied,

The Matuno project, like
the San Rogue Dam in ltogo,
could involve another clash
between the rights of indig-
enous peoples to their an
cestral lands and the so-called
‘*national interest’" often
invoked to justify government
projects

Advocates of indigenous
peoples’ rights, including the

Catholie Church in the Cor-
dillera Autonomous Region,
have sought the full imple-
mentation of the Ipra in view
of the entry of several gov-
ernment projects here, par-
ticularly mining ventures and
dam projects.

SUPREME COURT

CASE

Miring companies
staunchly oppose the Ipra and
support the case [liled with
the Supreme Court by former

MEDEL PARAFINA EDUARTE
Pelilionar
- Versus

OFFICE, QUEZON CITY

{hrough counsal, praym

Cily 1o correcl Me

214-216 Juslice Hall Bidg
7 2000a 200pm

circulation
SO ORDERED

Done n Quezon Cily, 1his

WE FORUM

Respondent

23rd day ol October

Nov, 20, 27 & Dec. 4, 2000

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 102-QUEZON CITY

IN RE IN THE MATTER OF CORRECTION/
AMENDMENT IN THE CERTIFICATE OF
LIVE BIRTH OF MEDEL PARAFINA EDUARTE

SP PROC NO. Q-00-42074

NATIONAL CENSUS AND STATISTICS

ORDER

A verilied petibon has been liled by pa!ioner Medel Paralina Eduarie
(hal @lter duw fuace, publicalion and hearing, an
ordel be lssue ditecling the Nalional Cersus and Stalistics Oflice, Quezon
“arlificate of Live Bith of Medel Paralina Eduarte from
Medel Paralina Eduarle lo Medardo Medel Paralina Eduarte

Finding the pelition la be sufficient in lorm and
hereby givan {hal said peliion will ba heard before \his Court silling a1l Rms
Cily Hall Compound. Quezon Cily on
al which aloresaid date and lime all persons interesied
may appeat and show cause in wriling why said pelition should not be granted

Let a copy of \hs ordér be published al ihe expense ol the pelilioner
once a week lar three (3) conseculive weeks in @ newspaper of general

subslance nolice g

acember

2000

{Sad) JAIME N. SALAZAR, JR
Painng Judge

Republic of the Philippines
OFFICE OF THE NOTARY PUBLIC
Quezon Cily

PLANTERS DEVELOPME!T BANK
Mortgagee EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE

JULIO C TEEHANKEE. JOSE C UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED

TEEHANKEE IV, LUIS C BY ACT 4118

TEEHANKEE & GLORIA C 3

TEEHANKEE

= Versus -

Mortgagors

x
NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE BY NOTARY PUBLIC

Upon exira-judicial pelition for sale under acl 3135, as amended, ex-
scuted on Septembar 28 2000, liled by PLANTERS DEVELOPMENT BANK
{hiu counsel wilh principal place of business al Planlersbank Building. 34
Sen Gil J Fuyal Avenue Makati Cily, as Morlgagee, againsi JULIO C
TEEHANKEE, JOSE C TEEHANKEE IV, LUIS C TEEHANKEE & GLORIA
C TEEHANKEE ALL of legal age, Filipinos, with residence and postal address
al N> 13 Calaca Street, Napocor Village. Tandang Sora,'Quezon Cily. lo
salisly the morigage indebledness which as ol Augusl 18, 2000 stands at
a tolal of ONE MILLION THREE HUNDRED NINETY SIX THOUSAND SEVEN
HUNDRED THIRTY THREE & 81/100 PESOS (P1,396,73381). Philippine
Currency, exclusive of interest and penaliies, exclusive of ten pe:cent (10%)
of the lotal amoun! due as allorney's fees and cosls of other legal fees
ralated lo this foreciosure as stipulated and secured by Ihe said morlgages,
the undersigned Notary Public for and in the Quezon Cily ANNOUNCES thal
he will sell al a public auction, on Dec 11, 2000, at 10:00 o'clock in the
morning or soon thereafler, in front of the Main Enlrance of the HALL OF
JUSTICE beside the Cily Hall. Elliptical Road Quezon city, lol he highesl
bidder. in CASH and in Philippine Currency. (he following real property logether
with all existing and future improvemenls thereon, lo wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-178415
Registry of Deeds for the Quezon City

A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot 48, Blk 21 of the bd plan Psd-13-000346
being a partion of ihe land described on plan (LR! Pen-980, LRC Rec No
5a75) situated in the Dist of Tandang Sora @ Cily xx xx xx Beginning
al 8 point marked 1" oil pua xx Xx Xx confaining an area ol TWO HUN
DRED TWEMTY ¢220) SOI/ARE METERS mora of less XXX

In the even! thal there are less Ihan lwa () patlicipaling bidders In the
otiginal date of AUCTION SALE as alo ted Iha same shall be posiponed
o Dec 18, 2000 at the same lime and place withoul republication
. hareby enjoined to mvestigate for themselves the
and the encumbrances thereon, it any fhere be

Interested parljes
{ile of the said properlies

Quezon City, November 6 2000

EFREN N AMBROSIO
Nolary Public

PTR No 1077497/01-03 00/Quezon Cily
IBP No 485078/01 04/00/Pasig Cily

(Sgd ) ATTY

cc Planters Developmant Bank - 314 Sen Gil J Puyat Ave Makali Cily
Julio C Teehankee, Jose C Teehankee IV, Luis C Teehankee Glona
Teehankes - Nov 13 Calaca Streel. Napocor Village Tandang Sora. QC
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REDISCOVERING
THE PHILIPPINES

by LYNDA B. VALENCIA

REALIZING the importance of domestic fourism in the economic
growth of the Philippines, the administration of President Estrada,
through the Department i Tourism (DOT) headed by Secretary
Gemma Cruz Araneta, has launched the “Rediscovery” program to
encourage and promote not only domestic but alse international

tourism.

More importantly,the
“Rediscovery™ program is
envisioned to revitalize the
Philippine tourism industry
45 il is anchored on the
unique selling point of the
Philippines.

At the same time, the
Philippine Tourism Author-
iy (PTA), the infrastruc-
ture
operales
develops destinations and
tourisi
provides assistance e tour-
ism investors and promotes
golf tourism and ecotourism
in collaboration with the
local communities.

It also operates a@nd man-
ages 15 properties com-
posed of hotels, resorts, golt
courses, parks and restau-
rants located in differem
parts of the country.

Tourists and
who would prefer « day tour
can go to Tagayray Picnic
Grove one of the more
popular attractions outside
Metro Manila and only an
hour and a half away from
the capital city.

It is a favorite weekend
gateway for families where
they can enjoy outdoor ac-
tivities like camping, horse-
back riding, biking and
skating.

The Grove
duplex cottages, a restaus
rant and viewdeck
non raom i‘llll ReVer '| [‘H."
nic sheds.

It is also the site of the

arm ot the
tourist facilities,

zones as woll as

mvestors

has erght

a4 func-

DOT's first-class restrooms
constructed by the PTA.

Another accessible des
tination is the Pagsanjan
Garden Resort in Lapuni,
which 1s two
Metro Manila.

The major attraction of

hours from

the place 15 shooting the
14 rapids at the Pagsanjan
Falls through steep canyons
and deep porges,

DOT..

In the northern part of
the country are the Dagupan
Poolside Seatood Restau-
rant, Lingayen Gulf Resort
Hotel, San Fabhian Beach
Resort and the Hondred
Islands Nanonal Park,

Popularly known as “The
Loop,”™ all these are in the
province ol Pangasinan and
can be reached in four to
s1X hours.

The Dagupan Poolside
Sedatood Restaurant is situ-
ated bheside an Olympic-
sized swimming pool and
offers specialty seafood
dishes cooked according to
the customer’s

Lingayen Hotel and San
Fabian Resort both have
standard accommodations,
restaurants and swimming
pools.

The Hundred Islands
National Park, long famous
A4S a4 scenic spot, 1s actu-
ally composed of 123 small
islands scattered like em-
eralds, each 1sland having
Its own pristine beauty,

Three islands
have been developed with
picnic tables and sheds as
well as hath.,

The Bianaue Hotel and
Youth Hostel is situated
4,000 feet above sed level

tastes.

of these

toilet and

i the heart of the Banaue
Kite Terraces,
the "Eighth Wonder of the
World,™ while the 22-room
Mount Data Hotel i the
ML.Province 1s about four
hours trom Baguio City, the

ubhed as

country's summer capital,
4 perfect pateway
Down  south ware  the
Balicasap Island Dive Resori
in Bohol,

resort for diving enthusiasts

u special interest
and nature trippers.

It is acknowledped as u
“Diver's
bouasts o an dmazing
lish

Paradise™ which

Vilri
und

cly ol tropical

numerous corals. The resort

has duplex cottages, a res-
taurant and a dive shop

The MacArthur Park
Beach Resort in Palo, Leyte
where Gen. Douglas Mac
Arthur landed to liberate the
Philippines from the Japanese
i 1944, has 63
showcasing the
Philippine indigenous mate
rials. (IPNA)

rooms.,

hest of
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RICE TERRACES: Must-see.

SCORES  of  Asian
farmer-activists and advo-
cates of pesticide-free food
and land are arriving in
Manila next week on the
final leg of a two-week
three-country caravan, as
part of a worldwide cam-
paign to expose modern,
and usually high-technology
threats faced and felt by
farmers the world over,

The caravan, carrying
the theme Citizens on the
Move for Land and Food
Without  Poisons, huas
crossed Indii and
Bangladesh since mid-No-
vember. Caravan organiz-
ers met with local Tolk and
discussed with them the
dangers of pesticide use on
people’s health and the en-
vironment, and threats is-
suing from the use of ge-
netic-engineering rechnolo-
gies on food and agricul-
ture.

Farmer activists from
India. Bungladesh, Japan,
Karea, Indonesia and ™ ai-
Lind, as well as their s p-
porters, have joined the
caravan, which arrived in
Mhanila on Nov, 26 and will
stay nntil Nov, 30, Related
activities are heing held in
Indonesin, Korea and Ja-
pan

Caravan  participants
moved through thovsands of
Kilometers in tndia, visit-
ing villages in the Tamil
Nadu area, and celehrating
food and caltural diversiny
foa Testival of local delicu-
ches it attracted over 300
Farmers and Bamdless work-
erse Soangs and dances per-
formed by o cultaral troup
drew crowds. especially in

hus stations. Farmers shared
experiences and new ideas in
holistic farming.

“We have done what has
heen said to be impossible —
grow food without poisons,”
said a farmer in Tamil Nadu.
By poisons, she refers to
pesticides and chemical din-
puts. “We have moved away
from hazardous pesticides
and fertilizers and made use
of available resources Lo grow
our food. Our aim is to make
the villages (in Tamil Nadu)
pesticide-free by the end of
2001," the farmer said.

Caravan participants in
India joined a protest rally
and march attended by some
3.000 protesting agricultural
workers and leaders, calling
on the Indian government to
implement recommendations
made recently to ease the
plight of agriculture wor k-
ers.

Romeo Quijano, a Filipino
physician and expert in pes-
tivide poisoning who works
with the Pesticide Action
Network - Philippines, shared
with other Asian farmers the
ill-effects of pesticide wse he
and his group bes docu-
mented among Farmers rom
Kuamukhaan, a village in
southern Philippines.

Caravan-related activities
were also held recently in
Indonesia and Japan,

Over 500 Japanese farm-
ers and consumers marched
Nov. 21 on the streces of
Tokyo 1o protest plans (o
grow and sell to Japanese
consumers a4 genetically-en-
gincered rice called Rowdup
Ready Rice developed by the
agrochemical firm Monsanto,
I the Monsanto rice finds a

hald in the Japanese rice
market, wide-scale planting
of gencetically-engineered rice
in the region will follow,
warned Japanese consumer
advocates. Japan is looked at
hy other Asian nations as a
model in development and in
CONSUIMEr awWarcness.,

In Indonesia, some 150
farmers, academics, govern-
ment officials, university
students and journalists at-
tended a seminar Nov, 19 (o
debate  the  Indonesian
government’s agricultural
policy within the context of
globalization and trade lib-
eralization.

Globalization is ravaging
small Tarmers and food se-
curity, said Tony Tujan, a
Filipino who chairs the Asia
Pacific Rescarch Network
(APRN). Developing countries
are “drowning in subsidized
imports from developed coun-
tries,” rendering small farm-
ers hankrupt, and develop-
ing countries dependent on
the products of developed
countries, Tujar added.

A participating Tamil
Nastu leader desceribed the
two-week-long cafavan as “an
capression ol the frustration™
of farmers, Lindless peasants,
farm workers, fisherfolk and
indigenous people who have
continued to be exploited by
transnational corporations
and the local elites.

But the caravan “is also
ahout hope,™ said Sarojeni
Rengam, excceutive director
ol the Penang-hased Pesticide
Action Network Asia and the
acific (PAN AP), which is
coordinating the caravin
activities, “We will celebrate
our local initiatives towards

ASIAN FARMERS’ CARAVAN VISITS RP

more sustainable healthy
agriculture that embrace
local knowledge and prac-
tices that can really feed our
people and free them from
dependence on hazardous
pesticides and other danger-
ous agricultural inputs and
technologies,”™ Rengam said.

Rafael Mariano, chair of
the Filipino militant farm-
ers group Kilusang
Magbubukid ng Pilipinas
(KMP), said he hoped the
caravan would bring farm-
ers from many different
countries together so they
can compare the effects of
globalization on their lives.

Not all caravan partici-
pants were Asian. Canola
farmer Percy Schmeiser,
from Bruno, Saskatchewan,
Canada, related with each
caravan stop how Monsanto
sued him over allegations
he illegally planted a
Monsanto variety of geneti-
cally-engineered canola.

“My field was contami-
nated with Roundup Ready
canola against my Knowl-
cdge and wishes,” the
farmer related. He said this
destroyedad seeds he had de-
veloped for over 50 vears.
Schmeiser said that Asian
farmers *should never sign
any contract that takes
awiy their right to use their
own seeds,”

“*Anyone who controls
the seed supply will also
control the food supply; this
amounts to controlling a
nation,” Schmeiser warned.
“This is why it is so im-
portant that farmers keep
their right to use their own
seeds.™ (Ma. Cristina V.
Rodriguez, PNF)




A NUMBER of quick
amendments to several provi-
sions of the Firecracker Law
are heing sought by the Phil-
ippine National Police =1 the
Department of Health.

But hope lor changes i the
edict this y=ur appears headed
to futiiity, with only a few
more weeks left befure lire-
cracker blasts again signalling
the onset of the holiday sea
son — and the head count of
those who stand to be maimed
or killed by these devices.

The PNP and the DOH have
submitted their  proposed
amendments to the law which

eriics. Watusi, a dreaded de-
vice thal has poisoned nol a
few children, continues to hold
its seventh rank in the list of
fircerackers allowed by the
law.

Dr. Carmencita Buanatin,
head of the Health Emergency
Preparedness and Responsc
Program of the DOH, soid their
surveillance report that cov-
ered the period from Dec. 21,
1999 (o Jan. 4, 2000 showed
a 1otal of 1,568 firecracker-
related injuries, up from 1he
1998 record of B46.

Of the 1,568, Ms. Banatin
said, 62 viclims had amputa-
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CHANGES IN FIRE CRACKER LAW URGED

by MIKE

The Firecracker Law (Re-
public Act 7183) was passed
to regulate the sale, manulac-
ture. distribution and use of
firecrackers a=" pyrotechnics?

The first see on of (he law
should be amended 1o include
the “disposal™ of the devices.

A legislative proposal for
the amendment of several
provisions of the law has been
prepared by the House of
Representatives and made the
hasis by the PNP and the DOH
for the inclusion of their own
proposed amendmenis, This
proposal is yet to be passed
by the Senate.

BALUYOT

be stricken out from the list
of allowed firecrackers because
it contains highly poisonous
chemicals such as
phosphorous

It also asked that each lire
cracker and pyrotechnic mus
be properly defined and its
active ingt edienls, compuosition
and the net explosive content
for each category expressed
into corresponding weight in
grams., R.A. 7183 does not
stipulate this,

The PNP has recommended
sets of categories for the
explosive content of firecrick-
ers and pyrotechnics

yellow

was passed in 1992 and con-
sidered now by many as ob
solete and pockmarked with
flaws.

They claimed that despite

tions and 147 suffcred cye
injury.

The report showed four
waltusi ingestions, three of them
suicide attempts with a total
the luw, firecrackers and py of two deaths. Stray bullet
rotechnics continue (o harm and injuries for that period totaled
kill people and destroy prop- 59

Both the PNP and the DOH
favor the creation of a Fire-
cracker Regulatory Board
headed by the PNP chiel

Its proposed board shall
consist ol representatives [rom
the PNP, DOH, Department of
Science and Technology, Phil-

The DOH suggested that in
defining the term “explosives
composition,” the toxicity and
hazardous characterisuic of
these materials and the extent
and height of their effect upon
ignition should be included

i also asked that “watusi”

50 MILLION
YEARLY IN

BETWEEN 300,000 and 500,000 Filipino women obtain
induced abortion every year.

They are part of an estimated 50 million induced abortions
performed throughout the world ecach year

The figures were based by a study on abortion, on the
estimate that 80,000 Filipino women are hospitalized each year
for the treatment of medical complications resulting from un-
sale abortion.

The study, titled, Cladestine Abortion: A Philippinc Real-
ity.” was conducted by Aurora Perez and Joselina Cabigon of
the U.P. Population Institute and Sushecla Singh and Daidre
Wulf of the Alan Guttmacher Institute in New York and
Washington

The study said the midpoint of the range — an estimated
400,000 induced abortions — translates into an annual rate
of 25 procedures per 1,000 women aged 15 to 44 and a ratio
of 16 induced abortions for every 100 pregnancies.

A large part of the discomfort with the topic, il said, is
obviously because its peformance is illegal in the Philippines
aside from the fact that many consider induced abortion as
immoral

The existence of clandestine abortion should be a concern
of public officials, social planners, religious leaders, health
workers, social activists and private individuals, the study said.

Although some women obtain safe abortions, it said, un-
wanted and vnplanned pregnancies foree many others 1o take
measures that 41l seriously herm or even Kill them  or dumupe
e women's licalth and impair their ability bear children safely
in the luture.

A woman terminating un unwanted pregnancy under unsule
conditions may require lengthy and expensive hospital care,
the study which was based on hospitdl records covering the
period 1994 and 1995 sad

Based on the estimates for 1994, the study said thal ap-
proximately 99,600 women are ireated for abortion caompli
sations in Metra Manila and the other three main island groups
each yeur

Hospitalized women, it said, are presumed (o account for
only a portion of ull women having induced abortions

They are likened to the fip ol an iceberg, the bulk of women
having aboriions remain invisible because they are not scen
in hospitals, 1t added

Abortions are induced in miny ways, the study said

The methods in current use range from sale, effective medical
technigques to unsale und otlen ineffective traditional methods,
the study said.

The service provided, it suid, range [rom skilled doctors
and nurses working in sunitary, modern facilities to traditional

ABORTIONS
THE WORLD

birth atiendants (TBA) and lay practitioners using lierbal remedies,
massage and toxic chemicals or caustic fluids inserted into a
woman’s uterus through a narrow rubber tube
Al fimes, the study said, the woman trying
pregnancy turn to herself, the study said.
There are & number circumstances that
abortion, the study said
Most [requent, it said, is difficult economic conditions,
pregnancy among unmarried women, to pave the way lor an
overseas job or for heing too young Lo become muother
The study said it siill does not know how miny wamen
suffer complications for which they are unuble 1o pel frend
memn how many die before they reach a hospitul, how man
hecome nfertile, how many are left with other healtl cons
guences  and the cost to the country o carnng lor waomen
hospitalized for complications of abortions indueed under unsale
conditions

to stop her

lead to induced

The study said that abortion complications are amang the
top fen leading causes of admission in 345 hospitals through
oul the country

Despite rising levels of contraceptive use, large numbers
of women who do not want to he pregnant are still nol prag
ticing family planning, or ar¢ using contraceptive methods thal
are difficult to use consistently and correctly and, therelore,
tend (o have high failure rates, the study said,

Among its recommendations to address the problem of induced
abortions, aside from high-quality Tamily planning, Were i massive
information on the overwhelmingly positive henchits ol mod
ern contruceptives, that women should be alerted on the high
risk of unplunned pregnancy that is ussociated with the o
rect practice of periodic abstinence and withdrawal and hos
pital services for the treatment of abortion-related complic
tions should be made more aceessible and less condemning o
judgmental of women (PNA Features)

ippine Pyrotechnics Manufac-
turers and Dealers Association
and the Department of Labor
and Employment.

Th2 DOH recommended the
inclus an in the boamd of a
representative from the aca-
deme and asked for the cre-
ation of a Product Surveillance
Teum Lo monitor the manufac-
ture, sale and distribution of
firccrackers and pyrotechnics.

Manuflacturers of these
products, the DOH said, should
also pet additional ficenses
from DOLE in order to avoid
child labor practices and the
DOH faer. sanitary permit.

The DOH also asked that
existing laws such as the Fire
Code, Labor Code and the
Code of Sanitation should be
observed by manulacturers of
these devices

The present law has no
clouse that gives protection to
workers of lrecracker
pyrotechnic factories

The amendment proposed
by the Lower House of Con-
gress asks for compulsory
insurance coverage for these

and

workers.

The PNP and the DOH
proposed a section that would
allow for the insurance ol
workers by their employers:

In tha! section, the Socia!
Security System may require
the payment of a higher pre-
nium in vrder o insure said
workers for accidental deuth
in the amount of not less than
P100,000, which shall take
effect on the first day of
employment.

The DOH added that all
these workers must undergo
annual medical check-up al
DOH hospitals.

In case the worker contracts
discasc or get into a condi-
tion which is work-related, the
employer must shoulder the
cost of hospitalization of the
employee and other expenses
that may be incurred.

Dr. Banatin said the pro-
posed amendments are expected
to strengthen the law. What is:
important, she emphasized, is
the fact that what is al stake
here is man's life. (Philippine
News Aponcy)

MEDICAL PLAZA MAKATI
CONDOMINIUM INC
Pelition
- Versus -
MERIDIEN LAND HOLDINGS, INC
Respondent/s

Republic of the Philippines
AEGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL HEGION
City of Makati
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICID SHERIFF

republicalion. 1 wil

be
Makaii Cily. October 24, 2000

Copy lurnished

ol Ayala Bidg . Sen Puya!l Ave
Aty Fdgar V Mendoza
Gold Loop Ave , Orhigas Cenler

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT 1o the verified pelition for Exirajudicial Foreclosure of Real
Estale filed by the Petilioner MEDICAL PLAZA MAKATI CONDOMINIUM INC
in accordance wilh the provision of Seclion 20 of Republic Act 4726 (olh-
eraise known as the Condominium Act) in relalion with Act 3135, as amended
by Acl 4118, agains! Respondent/s MERIDIEN LAND HOLDINGS, INC,, lo
salisly the colleclion of Respondent/s unpaid assessmenl under the Masler
Deed of Restriction of the MEDICAL PLAZA MAKATI CONDOMINIUM INC ,
and the by-laws of Ihe said Corporalion lo the Pelilioner in the tolal amount
of P416.668.18xx as of Seplember, 2000, infexclusive of inferests, allorney s
fees and cosi, advances and all lawlul fees and expenses of loreclosure sale
the Clerk ol Court VII & Ex-Olficio Shenifl of he Regional Trial Court of
Makali Cily, hereby announces that on Dec 19. 2000 at 10 00 o'clock in the
morning o soon Iherealler, in front of the Main Enlrance ol the CITY HALC
OF MAKATI, he or any of his lawful sherilfs will sell al public auction 10 the
highes! bidder and for cash, in Philippine currency the folln g described
real propattylies with all its improvemenlts existing thereon how Jer, il there
are no Iwo (2) parlicipaling bidders on lhe said auction date, the sale shall
be posiponed lo Jan. 3, 2001 al sae Lime and place, withoul need ol

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 45758
CONDOMINIUM UNIT NO 807 located al the Eighth Floor of MEDICAL
PLAZA MAKATI CONDOMINIUM wilh an area of 4575 sqm more of less
Interested parlies are hereby enjoined lo investigale for themselves (he
\ille o the said real properly/izs and (he encumbrances hereon il any there

Clark of Court VII & Ex-Officio Sheril

Mendien Land Holdings - 8/F Medical Plaza, Amorselo cor dela Rosa, Makali
Cily/2/F Pacilic Plaza Condo Pearl Orive cor Amethys!, Pasig City/Wesl

Makali cily

Unit 603 Manila Luxury Condo Pearl Diive cot

Pasig City

Nov, 27, Dec 4 & 11, 2000

Foreclosure No. S5-00-102

EXTRAJUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE PROVISION OF

SEC 20 OF RA 4726 (olherwise
kiiown as the Condominium Acl)

ENGRACIO M ESCASINAS, JR

WE FORUM
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P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

JOURNALISTS FEEL
MORE PRESSURE

ILIPINO journalists are feeling more and more pressure these days
¥ as the nation grapples with the political and economic crises.
The National Union of Journalists of the Philippines (NUJP), in
a statement released Nov. 20, warned about recent attempts by the
Estrada government to curtail free expression, specifically with threats
to file sedition or inciting-to-sedition charges against the broad anti-Estrada

opposition.

The authorities “have
shown no qualms in defin
ing sedition as any statement
or action that may influence
citizens Lo rise up against the
government. the NUIP state-
ment sa:d. These threals
cxtend to members of the
media, said NUJP peneral
secretary Leo Santiago, be-
cause government can inter-
pret critical reportage as part
of a “seditious conspiracy.”

Such povernment pro-
nouncements as well as
“various covert and overt
moves (0 muzzle the press,
have a chilling effect on
media practitioners,” the
NUJP asserted. “No reason
15 pood enough to justily a
clampdown on the people’s
right to know,” said the
NUJP

At a round-table discus-
sion among journalists held

Nov, 17, desk and
beat reporters talked frankly
of the threats as well as the

editors

temptations they face daily
in the perlormance ol their
|0bs,

JTournalists spying on fel-
low journalists, surveillance
and harassment, closure of
their newspaper, bigger en-
velopes, these and other
horror stories they enumer-
ated as they battle to ferret
out the truth and publish them
in the news pages and broad-
cast them in the air lanes
amidst the worst crisis that
ever hit the presidency of the
Philippine republic

Camp Crame police beat
reporters say they are rou-
tinely being spied upon, and
their conversations and tele-
phones are being tapped. One
reporter who said some police
beat reporters are paid

NEW PHEA

Dr. Leticia S. Navarro,
home economics supervisor
of the Manila Division ol
City Srhools, has been
president of the
Philippine Home Econom-
ics Association (PHEA)

Navarro replaces Dr
Edita T. Burgos who will,
however, continue to chair
the rice education campaign
commillee

The other new olficers
ol the 3.000-strong PHEA
are the fellowing: Dr
Lorma Valera, vice-presi
dent, Ms Ana  Mauaria
Alegre, uecrelary, Ms,
Marictta Rotor, asst., sec
retury, Dr. Luz Rojo, trea-

rzr: Ms, Julia G, Cruz,

Itor, Ms. Cristina A

anueva, business man-

elected

PRESIDENT

DR. NAVARRO

ager;  Mrs Lucia B
Rupanut, PRO; und Nueve
Carascal, Florenda Eleria,
Florita Fabro, Aida Galura,
Norma Mapunao, Felisa
Munar, and Rebeeca Suntos,
board directors

P1,000 monthly to spy on
fellow reporters. Reporters
who incur the ire of PNP boss
Panfilo “Ping”
cause ol the angling of their
also made 1o

Lagson be

SLaf1es, dre
ransfer te other beats

On the same day Manila
based journalists were dis
cussing their concerns, 4
hard-hitting radio broadcaster
was gunned down in west-
Mindanao's Pagadian
City. The murder of radioman
Olympio Jalapit Jr. of RMN-
DxXxPR has sent even worse
chills and "cold feet’ among
journalists’ ranks.

crn

The killing “has sent a
signal of a systematic vio-
lent repression of journal
ists,” said the Federation ol
Reporters for Empowerment
and Equality (FREE-
Mindanao) in a statement.
Free-Mindanao said that
“desperate politicians (want)
lo suppress people's issues
if only to protect and perpe-
trate their vested interests
detrimental to the commu-
nity's aspirations of a peace-
ful and prosperous commu-
11y, The stgtement noted
an apparent “pattern of media
repression amidst the multi-
farious issues besetting Gur
society today, ™ where jour-
nalists wre made to face death
Lthreats  for  ventilating
people’s grievances “against
and

an immoral. corrupt

insensilive povernment.”
Another organization, the
Mindanuo Institute of Jour
nalism, also condemned the
Pugadian broadeaster's mur
der, saying it is creating a
chilling effect among the late
journulists” colleapues in
Pagadiun. (Leth 7. Buoniol,

I'NI)

by FILOMENA F. CAYABA

OT TRUE. I'm very sure that is not true.”

This was the reaction of Justa K. Tantoco, chief of staff of First
Lady Dr. Luisa “Loi” Ejercito Estrada, to news report that
Mrs. Estrada has “reactivated” her application for a United
States green card.

In a press state-
ment, Tantoco sa'd
the First Lady has no
desire of becoming a
permanent resident in
the U.S. as she intends
to spend the rest of
her life to serve her
poor countrymen.

“The First Lady
wishes to reassure
friends, relatives and
countrymen that she
will remain a Filipino
citizen and a devoted
wife,” Tantoco said.

Tantoco said she
can’t imagine why
some people are trying
to destroy innocent
people like the First
Lady whose only mis-
sion is to help Presi-
dent Estrada ease the
plight of the poor.

Tantoco hopes these
kind -of reports and
other speculations will
end as it only creates
divisiveness.

“I hope they exert
their efforts on more
important things like
helping their less privi-
leged counirymen, par-
ticularly women,”
said.

she

As for the group of
women who has urged
the First Lady to con-

sider the annulment of

her marriage to the
President, Tantoco said
the First Lady thanked
them for their concern
but has expressed hope
they instead consider
helping other more dis-
tressed Filipino women,
hatiered wives, victims
of prostitution, unem-
ployed young gradu-
ates, wives abandoned
by spouses, working
homeless
women and housewives

abroad,

D. LOI ESTRADA: Still fortunate.

who need a job or a
small capital to start a
backyard business.

Earlier, she said Mrs.
Estrada made a personal
choice to stand and to
be with President
Estrada, in heeding the
voice of God and the
teachings of the Church
that favor unity of the
family through counsel-
ing dialogue and
prayers.

“The First Lady re-
iterated that while her
marriage was not made
in heaven, she consid-
ers hersell fortunate to
be blessed by God, fo
have three successful
children, enjoying good
health and a personal
mission (hat enables her
to help sick and poor
women, children and
adults, as well as help
improve the lives ol im-
poverished and under

developed communi-
ties,” Tantoco said.
Meanwhile, the First
Lady last week flew to
Sultan Kudarat and
personally led a medi-
cal mission in treating
1,000 indigent residents
of Barangay lsulan.
For the past weeks,
Mrs. Estrada has been
conducting medical
missions and relief op-
erations at least three
times a weex in Metro
Manila and other ar-
eas hardest hit by
flooding due to Ty-
phoons Reming and
Seniang in support to
President Estrada’s
pro-poor programs.
She has also been at-
tending mass two fimes
a day to pray for the
President and the coun-
try specially during this
t'}l:l“l‘llging time. (Phil-
ippine News Agency)
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