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More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions.
mg;_l ’I 1] ==

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps "ring out the best among our athletes
and tum them into intemnational champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

PAG
&L

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR’s help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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DEMOLITION CAMPAIGN

ERSUS ESTRADA FLOPS

by ERIC S. GIRON

HE demolition campaign to unseat President Estrada three years
prior to the end of his term in 2004 has boomeranged against the
pretender to the presidency, Vice President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo,
the principal agitator of the opposition L.akas-National Union of
Christian Democrats.

Arroyo's unholy alliance
with radical groups and her
resign-Erap movement has
rubbed people the wrong way
instead of boosting people’s
trust in her as evidenced by
her rating which plummeted
down by 22 percent Irom @
previous 49 percent in the
November 7 Asia
survey.

Pulse

Vice President Arroyo i1s
assatled for her anti-Estrada
stand just as Sen. Minam
Defensor Santiugo 18 criti-
cized by her own kasinmanwa
or Honggo province-mates for
anticipating President Estrada
will be absolved of Congress
charges because u majority
of eight senators including
herse!f are supporting him

Junior military and police
officers with the Young
Officers’ Union, who have
admitted participation in
rebellions against former
President Corazon Aquino’s
administration, denounced the
Makati business exccutives
supporting the accusations of
[locos Sur Gov. Luis (Chavit)
Singson that his erstwhile
friend, President Estrada,
collected jueteng profits

This preempted the Con-
gress charges and investiga
tion of the President. The
Senate faces a backlog ol
legislative work from the
proposed 2001 national bud
get to the omnibus power bill
and the amendment of the
Autonomous Region lor
Muslim Mindanao charter
But all these take a backseal
to the much-publicized 1m-
peachment trial of President
Estrada,

The senators, reduced to
21 with the absence of Sen
Robert Barbers who 1s
abroad, were sworn in their
black fogas as jurors by
Supreme Court Chief Justice
Hilario Davide Monday al-
ternoon, Davide presides over
the first presidential impeach
ment trial in Philippine his

Lory

The Monday to Friday
trial from 2 p.m. may
the senate locus away lrom
Lhe [‘l'H-hh;;'

drinw

business ol
laws 1n the morn
The Senate had
whal

16 il bised

number ol
15 il based on
the actual number of 22, who
were reduced by the death
of Senate President Manuel
Fernan and the clection as
Vice President of Gloria M
Arroyo in 1998

The trial is political rather
than a judicial process like
that in a trial court. The
Senate has adopted its own
rules of impeachment., One
legal authority cited the
President is immune [rom
criminal suit and hence,
cannot be charged criminally
The requirement of substan
tial evidence to impeach the
President follows the judicial
precept that he must be found
guilty beyond reasonable
doutn

LEGAL MACHINE SET

The government set in
motion its justice department
prosecution machine to
counter the accusation that
President Joseph Estrada took
payolfs from illepal pambling

enacting
1N sEasion

yet Lo

resolve

Lules o majorily
on the codified
24 senalors,

consty

jueteng which served as basis
for a4 house impeachment
complaint for bribery, grafl
and corruption, and vielation
of the Constitution filed with
the Senate

Accuser llocos Sur Gov
Luis {(Chavit) Singson was in
turn charged with 11 other
[Nocos Sur officials and four
private individuals of illegally
advancing P170 million of the
15 percent tobaceo exeise Lax
share ol the provinee alleg
edly intended for {lue-curing
barns.

National Bureau ol Inves-
(igation acting director,
Carlos Caabay, filed its anti-
praft division lindings ol

erafl, malversition and plun-
der against Gove
warranted
hrought hefor

rnor Sinesan

winch, o will be
Sundiganbayan Jus
Artermio Tuquen

stiate
Zuno,
ceutor Apolinarie G Exervea
and Ruben
Carretas to take chirge 9l

prosecutor Jovencito

assistant chiel pros

proscculor

the case against Singson, and
the others involved

The Senate. on the other
hand, approved ity rules on
impeachment. But what con
stitutes 8 majortty remins to
be agreed upon [i1s 1o based
on the number of
24 Senate members. But the
senators were redueed to 22
withe the death ot Senale
President Manuel Fernan (&
former Supreme Court chiel
justice) and the clection ol
Gloria Macapagal Artoyo as
Vice President

Sen

L llth|“|1‘L1

Aquiline Pimentel
Jr.. who recently repliced
Franklin Drilon as Senate
president, announced Presi
dent Estrada would be sum
moned to answer the Articles
of Impeachment so that trial
could start Dec. 4. The
President was given ten days
to file his answer (o the
impeachment complaint per
sonally or. on advice ol his
lawyers, refuse to appear,

A delay of the nmpeach
ment proceedings was anlici
pated by Sen. John Osmenu,
who allowing every
senator to question the wil

sund

nesses as¢ jurors will give
oppoesition senators the right
to go on a [ishing expedi
tion *‘in desperate search ol
evidence. "'

The opposition senators
were able to persuade rules
committee chairman, Majority
Leader Franeisco Tatad to
allow the 22 senators o
directly question the wit
This deviates from
the United States Congress

NESSesS

practice which provides only

il

the Chiel Justice who is the
presiding jugdpe at the trial
to posit the question. The
senatars are limited 1o two
minutes in guestioning

The committec agreed Lo
relax the rules of courl in
admitting evidence against
President Estrada and to
construe them liberally. The
trial will be apen to tlie public
at 2 to 7 p.m. hearings
Monday 1o Friday, The Sen
ate will attend to legislative
functions from 10 a.m. 1o 12
noon Monday to Wednesday

CASE VS. SINGSON
Singson is
withdrawing P170 million

from the bank out of P200
million representing llocos

accused of

Sur government's 15 percent
share in the tobacco excise
tux collection earmarked for
WO flue-curing
barns. He claimed he pave
P130 million of the sum to
President Estrada

Charged with Singson
were llocos Sur Viee Gov
Victor Savellano, provincial
accountant. Carolyn Pilar,
treasurer Antonio Gundran.,
General services officer Dr
Ernie Mendoza 11 und the
povernor's aide, Leonila

tobacco

Iadena

Indicted in private capacity
were Ltalian supplier of flue
curing  bharn  equipment

PRES. ESTRADA: Still under fire.

=

GMA: Also feeling the heat.

Nuccio Saverio, and the
payees of the P130 million
which Singson clamed to
have subtracted from the
P200 million 1ocos Sur fund
and  pgiven to  President
Estrada;  Alma  Allaro,
Eleuterio Tan and Delia
Rajas. They were identified
as employes ol Charlie
(Atong) Ang, a Estrada

{riend.

The National Burcau ol
Investigation had Saverio’s
passport cancelled and sought
a hold-departure order or the
accused.

On s part,
turned over (o the prosecu
tion panel of House mem
bers aside from the alhda

(Next page, please)

Singson




vits he previously executed
what was regarded as “‘actual
evidence'' by Rep. Sergio
Apostol that President Estrada
received illegal gambling pay-
offs.

reasonable doubt
used in

read a
burden of proof.™
To which Lakas

CLASH OVER
EVIDENCE

Majority senators endorsed
Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile's in-
sistence that the Senate adopt
its own rules on admifting
evidence to serve as guideline
for the presiding judge, Su-
preme Court Chief Justice
Hilario Davide Jr., who will
rule on evidence in the anti-
Estrada impeachment case.

Lakas Sen. Renato Cayetano
objected, arguing that the rules
of court may be relaxed since
impeachment is not a criminal
case. ‘‘Are you Irying lo say
the President is different from
the ordinary accused?'
Cayetano queried after Enrile
said the senators were sitting
in a ‘‘special tribunal and the
one being tried is the highest
official of the land.”’

**I know what I am talking
about,'" Enrile snapped back.
"1 am not a lawyer who got
78 in the bar exams.”" When
Cayetano was asked if he fell
he was being alluded to, he
replied, “*Certainly not me."'

marked, '‘Me too

dence. "’

verdict,""

times a week. But Sen

protract the trial

in January.

In discussing whether pre-
ponderance of guilt beyond
should bhe
determining the
President's culpability or in-
nocence, Enrile said, “'lIlve
lot of books on the

Sen.
Teofisto Guingona Jr. re-
I've read
a lot of books on jurispru-

Cayetano concluded: ' They
will weigh their decision based
on substantial evidence whether
to cast a guilly or innocent

TRIAL TO DRAG ON?

Pimentel ordered Scnate
lawyers to starl summarizing
the 270-page Articles of Im-
peachment forwarded by the
House, hoping trial could be
compleied by the end of De-
cember with hearings held six
John
Osmena said the provision
allowing cach pancl member
to directly guestion the wit-
nesses for a total of 44 min-
utes for the 22 senators plus
objections to be raised may
beyond
yearend with the Christmas
‘treak and an election recess

Republic of the Phillppines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
HATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
City of Makati
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Foreclosure No S-00-102
MEDICAL PLAZA MAKATI
CONDOMINIUM INC
Petition.

EXTRAJUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE PROVISION QF

SEC. 20 OF RA 4726 (otherwise
known as the Condominium Act)

- versus -

MERIDIEN LAND HOLDINGS  INC
Respondenl/s

X X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT to the verified pelition for Exirajudicial Foreclosure of Real
Estate filed by the Pelitioner MEDICAL PLAZA MAKATI CONDOMINIUM INC
in accardance wath the provision of Section 20 ol Republic Acl 4726 (oth-
erwis@ known as the Condominium Act) in relation with Acl 3135 as amended
by Act 4118, againsl Respondent/s MERIDIEN LAND HOLDINGS, INC |, lo
salisfy the colleclion of Respondent/s unpaid assessment under the Master
Deed of Restriclion of the MEDICAL PLAZA MAKATI CONDOMINIUM INC
and the by-laws of the said Corporalion lo the Pelitioner in the lolal amount
ol P416,668 1Bxx as ol Seplember, 2000, infexclusive ol interesls, allorney's
lees and cosl, advances and all lawful lees and expenses ol foreclosure sale
the Clerk of Court VIl & Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of
Makali Cily, hereby announces thal on Dec. 19, 2000 al 10.00 o clock in the
motning of soon Ihersaller, in fronl of the Main Entrance of the CITY HALL
OF MAKATI, he or any of his lawful sherills will sell al public auction 1o the
highes! bidder and lor cash, in Philippine currency, the foliowing described
real property/ies with all its improvements exisling thereon, however, if there
ara no Iwo (2) parlicipating bidders on the said auclion dale, Ihe sale shall
be posiponed lo Jan 3, 2001 al same lime and place, wilhoul need of
republicalion, lo wil

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 45758
"CONDOMINIUM UNIT NO 807 localed al tha Eighth Floor of MEDICAL
PLAZA MAKATI CONDOMINIUM wilh an area of 4575 sqm more of less
Interested parlies are hereby enjoined to invesligate for lhemselves the
lille 1o the said real properlylies and the encumbrances Ihereon, il any (here
be
Makall City, Oclober 24, 2000
ENGRACIO M ESCASINAS, JR
Clerk of Courl VIl & Ex-Officio Shenfl
Copy lurnished
Meridien Land Holdings - 8/F Medical Plaza, Amorsolo cor  dela Rosa, Makali
Cily/2/F Pacilic Plaza Condo Pear| Drive cor Amethysl Pasig Cily/Wesl
of Ayala Bldg, Sen Puyal Ave . Makali city
Atly. Edgar V. Mendoza - Unit 603 Manila Luxury Condo Pearl Drive cor
Gold Loop Ave., Orligas Center, Pasig Cily
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NO MILITARY TAKE-
OVER, ESTRADA
VOWS IF CLEARED

The Armed Forces and the
National Police top-ranking
officers pledged to abide by
the Constitution and its pro-
cesses no matter what the
outcome ol the Senate impeach-
ment trial on charges formu-
lated by the House,

And President Estrada pre-
cluded a military takcover in
case he is acquitted with a
warning that he will enforce
the law if the opposition does
nol respect an acquittal deci-
sion. Even if he is found guilty
at the trial for impcachment,
Mr. Estrada said he will abide
by the Constitution because not
even the Chiel Executive is
above the law.

He called on the opposi-
tion to likewise respect the law
il he is acquitted. [t was Sen.
John Osmefia who voiced
concern of a military coup f
an acquittal verdict is rendered
in favor ol Estrada, But Presi-
dent Estrada asserted the sol-
diers and the policemen ure
neither for himself nor the
opposition but for the country's
citizens.

The President said sirce he
is prepared to accept. whatever
the Senate verdict is on the
Articles of Impeachment, those
who want to unseal him must
likewise concede il he is ac-
quitted.

The opposition announced
it would intensily rallies if
President Estrada is not found
puilty of receiving jueteng
payolfs and the charges of
corruption

The Young Officers’ Union
spokesmen, Capt. Jose Marcelo
Jr., called on members of the

Philippine National Police and
the Armed Forces to fight **evil
forces"” who undermine the
Constitution. Although the
YOU has claimed responsibil-
ity for a serics of coup attempts
against the administration of
President Corazon Aquino,
they said they had no reason
to plot against the Estrada
government. .

President Estrada assured he
will not end up as a lameduck
President and that his focus
will not deviate from priority
food security, housing, peach
and order. He was confident
the impeachment trial will pave
the way for normalizing of the
situation and the turnaround of
the economy.

ESTRADA RATING UP

While Vice President Gloria
M. Arroyo's public trust rat-
ing zoomed down to 22 per-
cenl in the Nov. 7 Metro
Manila survey of Pulse Asia,
69 pereent of the respondents
wanted President Estrada to
slay on

This is quitec a jump from
the 53 percent who wanted
Estrada to remain as President
in the Oct. |1 Pulse Asia poll
und-the 46 percent who rejected
outright the opposition ¢lumor
for Mr. Estrada to resign as
president even before the
Senate impeachment (rial.

Pulse Asian bholsters the
Social Weather Station survey
finding that majority of Fili-
pinos don't want President
Estrada to resign prior to the
Senate impeachment trial, on
the basis of jueteng payola and
tobaceo excise tax Kickbacks
alleged by erstwhile friend
Hocos Sur Gov. Luis (Chavir)
Singson

In the nationwide Social

MEDEL PARAFINA EDUARTE
Pelilioner
- Velsus -

OFFICE, QUEZON CITY
Respondent

214-216 Juslice Hall Bldg
7. 2000 al 200 pm

circulation
SO ORDERED
Done in Quezon Cily

WE FORUM

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 102-QUEZON CITY

IN RE IN THE MATTER OF CORRECTION/
AMENDMENT IN THE CERTIFICATE OF
LIVE BIRTH OF MEDEL PARAFINA EDUARTE

NATIONAL CENSUS AND STATISTICS

e}

ORDER

A verilied petilion has been liled by petilioner Medei
thtough counsel praying thal alter due nolice, publication and hearing. an
order be issue direcling |he Nalional Census and Slalisti
City to correct the Cerlilicate of Live Birth of Medel Paralina Eduarte lrom
Medal Paralina Eduarte to Medardo Medel Parafina Eduarte

Finding the pelilion lo ba sulficient in lorm and s
hereby given thal said pelition will be heard belore 1hi
City Hall Compound, Quezon Cily on Decamber
al which aloresaid dale and ime all persons inferested
may appear and show cause (n wiling why said pelition should nol be granted

Let a copy ol s order be published al the expense ol the petitiones
once @ week lor lhree (3) conseculive weeks In B newspaper of general

Ihis 23rd day of October, 2000

Nowv, 20, 27 & Dec. 4, 2000

SP PROC NO (-00-42074

Parafing Eduarle

Oflice. Quezon

lanca. nolica 15
sourt siling al Rms

(Sgd ) JAIME N SALAZAR. R
Pauwing Judge

Weather Station survey Ocl.
26 to 30, 44 percent of the
respondents were opposed to
the President’s resigning
against the 29 percent who
wanted him to quil.

A far bigger number re-
Jected Estrada’s removal from
office through extra-constitu-
tional means. Fifty-nine per-
cent opposed holding a snap
poll similar to the one held in
1986 in which then President
Ferdinand Marcos was pitted
against widow Corazon C.
Aquino of the murdered Sen.
Benigno Aquino Jr.

Sixty-six percent of Filipi-
nos opposed President
Estrada's ouster by a People
Power revolt such as that which
toppled the Marcos dictator-
ship in February 1986 and 85
pereent rejected his removal
by a military coup.

Ever since the mass actions
launched against President
Estrada, he has implemented
a series of reforms as he
promised 1o in a radio-televi-
ston message aired Oct. 30
This could be the reason why
u mere 30 percent of Metro
Manila respondents voted in
favor of the Estrada resigna-
tion as the “‘most lavored
presidential action in the
country’s hest interest.'’

ESTRADA
MISTRESSES FACE
TRIAL SUMMONS

The Senate whose members
were designated jurors in the
impeachment trial of President
Estrada scheduled (o start Dec
7 prepared (o subpoena former
starlets Guia Gomez, Laarm
Enriquez, with Joy Melendrez
and PAL stewardess Rowena
Lopez alleged 1o be the
President's mistresses.

President Estrada said he
met Rowena on board a PAL
plane in one of his numerous
plane trips overseas. She is a
mother of three separated [rom
her husband. After they were
introduced, Estrada said there
wis & lot of teasing romanti-
cally linking them but he said
‘*we have no relation, "’

Leyte Rep. Sergio Apostol
said the testimony of the
President's mistresses could be
vital to the allegation that he
misdeclared his statement of
assets and liabilities. As one
of the House proscculors,
Apostol said the mistresses will
be summoned 1o corroborate
that Presidenl Estrada buill
mansions for them allegedly
from illegal gambling proceeds

However, the bid o can-
cel the passports of the Estrada
mMislresses as |1rnpus'ccl hj.r the
Il House proseculors wus
rejected withoul a court order
by acting Foreign Affairs Sec,
Franklin Ebdalin. Ebdalin said
# case has liled first
against the women or the leg-
islators can be cited for con
lempl

Or, Ebdalin said, a mistress
can be compelled to testily at
the Senate impeachment trial
by cancelling her passport.

to be

Without a passport, the Un-
tied States where Laarni
Enriquez has gone to, will
declare her an undocumented
alien and deport her. '

In this connection, the
misiresses’ kin and household
staff who live in the mansions
may also be asked to appear
as witnesses in the frial,

At least 20 witnesses -- five
for each of the lous charges
- will be summoned. A hold-
departure order will be sought
from the court. If they leave
for a country with which the
Philippines has no extradition
treaty, the cancellation of their
passporls can be asked,

HOUSE POWER GRAB

The replacement of Manuel
Villar as Housec Speaker by
Rep. Arnulfo Fuentebella of
Camarines Sur sparked a power
grab for chamber posts and
committee chairmanships held
by representatives who bolted
the ruling Lapian ng Masang
Pilipino together with Villar.

Rep. Bellaflor Angara-
Castillo was named majority
floor leader, Mandaluyong
Rep. Neptali Gonzales 11 was
reclected senior deputy major-
ity leader and vice chairman
of the rules committee. Rep,
Francis Joseph Escudero was
named majority deputy leader
and second vice chairman.

Chosen deputy Speaker for
Luzon was Makati Rep.
Agapito Aquino vice Alfredo
Abueg of Palawan. Biliran Rep.
Gerardo Espino took over as
deputy Speaker for the Visayas
vice Bohol's Erico Aumentado
who joined the opposition after
signing the anti-Estrada im-
peachment complaint.

Fuentebella's travel com-
panion to Europe and the
United States, Pangasinan Rep.
Amadeco Perez, who chairs the
games and amusements com-
mittee, opted for the accounts
committee in charge of House
finances in lieu of Romblon
Rep. Eleandro Madrona. Perez
has relentlessly advocated that
jueteng be legalized.

Fuentebella is the princi-
pal sponsor of the power re-
structuring bill which is con-
troversial because il passes on
to consumers $10 billion (P500
billion) indebtedness of the
National Power Corporation.
In his [foreign travels,
Fuentebella has looked into the
privatization of power compa-
nies. He belongs to the same
Nationalist People's coalition
chaired by Eduardo Cojuangeo
Jr., President Estrada’s friend,
which is among the political
proups that sought Villar's
ouster after he quit LAMP. The
son of Ambassador Ernesto
Maceda was named by
Fuentebella as his office chief
ol staff.

The pro-Estrada group
ousted Villar after he sent the
Articles of Impeachment (o the
Senate by a count of 114 votes
who chose Fuentebella as the
new Speaker against 93 Villar
supporters who now belong to
a minority bloc of Quezon City
Rep. Feliciano Belmonte.
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ESS FREEDOM HEROES

THAUNG was one of the most prominent
victims of General Ne Win's military
regime, which ruled Myanmar (previously
Burma) for more than a quarter of a
century and transformed the country into

one of the most secretive nations in the world.
sredAl [Dﬂk‘.‘ﬁu‘ R ~ e o

The chief editor of the Burma Times and The .

Mirror Daily before he was thrown into prison for _ £ P, IPI REP Sh |
three years for criticizing the regime, he was even- _ I i AR AL ,Q.I
tually forced to seek political asylum in the United 2w
States. He remains an outspoken critic of military ,{:;“.’_-'%W 1S IRy
rule in Myanmar, writing numerous articles, essays K |
and books, and taking part in pro-democracy
meetings around the world.

Bormn Oct. 4, 1926, In
Nyaung Oo, Myanmar, U

confiscated as an “‘enemy

of the people,” but allowed

Thaung began s journal-
1947 as a
reporter for the Burma
Times in Rangoon, rapidly
working his way up through
the ranks to become chiet
editor of the paper in 1951
at the age of 25.

In 1957, he started his
own daily newspaper,
Kyemon (The Mirror Daily),
which he also edited. The
paper almost instantly -be-
came the biggest-selling
paper in the country, with
a circulation of 55,000,
three times that of the
country's second largest
paper, by the time U
Thaung's imprisonment in
1964.

In 1958, after the rul-
ing Anti-Fascist People’s
Freedom League (AFPEL)
split into two wings, Prime
Minister U Nu asked the
army's chief-of-staff, Gen-
eral Ne Win, to head a
caretaker pgovernment,
““When General ne Win
took power in 1958, the
first thing he did was build
a concentration camp on a
far-away island in the ocean
to tyrannize the Commu-
nists and dissidents,’”” U
Thaung ‘said, *‘More than
40 percent of the victims
were writers and journal-
ists. "’

1S career In

U Thaung's paper was

ta publish again after elec-
tions to the Chamber of
Deputies gave an
whelming majority to U Nu,
who resumed office in April
1960,
tion, however, proved in-
effective and General Ne
Win seized power in a
bloodless coup in March.
A revolutionary council sus-
pended the constitution and
instituted authoritarian con-
trol through the one-party
rule of the Burma Social-
ist Program Party (BSPP).
Foreign journalists and pub-
lications were banned, and
by September 1964 all local
newspapers had been either
shut down or nationalized.

In 1964, U Thaung and
three of his editors were
imprisoned without trial,
and The Mirror Daily was
nationalized. ** At that ume,
political prisoners were kep!
incommunicado, "’ u
Thaung said. **Spouses did
not know when their hus-
bands would come back and
faced great hardship out-
side the jamls. As a result,
about hall of the prison-

over-

U Nu's administra-

ers' marriages were de-
stroyed. Mine was one of
them."'

After being pardoned in
1967, U Thaung was given
a bureaucratic post in the
Ministry of Information. He

was permitted to write col-
umns again, only to see his
license to write revoked
when his critical comments
gained a wide readership.
After ten years, Thaung was
allowed to go to the Un-
tied States to
feature

work ds a
writer for The
Missourian, a small news-
paper in Washington, Mis-
souri. However, his c¢riti-
cal writings -- in particu-
lar an article in Reader’s
Digest about his three years
in ].r!! soon led the
Burmese authorities 1o re-
voke his passport, Stranded
in the United States, he was
granted political asylum
Since then, he has writ-
ten numerous articles and
essays criticizing the mili
tary regime in Myanmar
He has written 26 hooks,
including the best-sellers
General Ne Win and His
Executioners (1990) and A
Journalist, a General and

Founder of The Mirmror Dally,

U Thaung was |alled and his newspaper

confiscated by Myanmar's dictatorship in 1964. Now In exlle Inthe U.S.,

U Thaung has authored 26

74 In his homeland.

books and still writes In support of democracy

an Army in Burma (1995),
and is presently the chief
editor of the New Era

Journal, which is compiled

in the U.S., printed 1In
Bangkok and secretly dis-
seminated in Myanmar, He
18 also an editorial consult-
ant for Radio Free Asia in
Washington, D.C.

Althougly confident that
democracy will return to
Myanmar in the near [uture,
U Thaung is less optimistic
about the prospects for in-
dependent journalism in his
country. “Even today, jour
nalists are not welcomed by
some proups that clanm them
selves as lighters tor demoe
racy in Burma The Prime
Minister ol the democratic
government [in exile] a8
nol happy with some ol my
writings and ordered that 1
must he barred from his pov-
ernment functions and meet
INES | was also hanned from
preaching democracy (hrough
the Burmese Democralic
Radio Service managed by
his government Thus,
when Burma is free from the
fascist generals, journalists
like me will certainly be
sitting ducks for the demo
cratic leaders as well, ™

MYANMAR

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
PARANAQUE CITY
BRANCH 260

IN THE MATTER OF THE FETITION
FOR ADOPTION OF THE MINOR
HIROKO DESAMPARADD NAGATA
SP Case No. 00-0182
SPS KAZUHISA AND VIRGINIA
DESAMPARADO NAGATA
Pelilioners

i

ORDER

A verilied petiion filad by the Spouses Kazuhisa and Virginia Desamparada
Nagala for the adoption of munot Hiroko [ samparado Nagala

Pelilioners Kazuhisa Nagala and Virgina D Nagala are Spouses Japa-
nese and Filipine citizens respeclively, bolh of legal age and residing ol No
09 Ruby St ye Cily. thal pellioners are Ihe
ila who was born belora thewr

Bernabe Subdivision Far
naturdl parents of the minor
aloresala mar| on Diecember 28 1997
barn alter the m wge podifinne
Nagala 0 he Id uue «

a legitimale G und

\hat paltioners have anolher ¢ hild

o adopl the mingr Hiroko Desampdaracd

ne Nagato and acquire other rights ol

celilionars have all the qualiicalions and

none ol e o et the law lo adopl

Findina e litio pa -sullicient m lorm

15 hereby st |l 14 2000 al 8 30 in Ihe morning al
the Regiori i Parafiague Cily

The Depattmeanl af | Wellate and Devalopmenl is direcled 1o con

ime 1o this Courl on ot belore the

ind In subslance the same

duc! a social casa sludy and
n be lurmshed lo the Ollice ol lhe
trar ol Parafiaque and Pasay Cily

hearing L2l copy of lhis Lider o
Salicitor Ganeral and the Local I

et copy of 1his Crder be published once 8 weok lor three [3) consaculive
weeks i @ nowspaper of general circulalion and be ralfled under FLO 1079
al the expense ol Ihe pelifionel

SO ORDERED

Parafiaque Cily, October 27 2000

(Sgd ) HELEN BAUTISTA RICAFCRT
Judge
WE FORUM
Nov. 20, 27, Dec. 4, 2000
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Timerman was born in
the small Ukrainian town
of Bar on Jan. 6, 1923,
He emigrated with his tam-
ily 1o Argentina at the age
of 5. The founder of sev-
eral publications, he
achieved his first great
success in 1962 with the
newsmagazine Primera
Plana, which was inspired
by Time and Newsweek. In
1971 he founded the news-
paper La Opinion, which
he based on Le Monde, and
edited the paper until it
was shut down by the
military government in
1977. La Opinion was one
of the few important news-
papers in Argentina (o
write extensively abaut
government corruption,
state-controlled anti-
Semitism and repression.
The newspaper campaigned
tirelessly against the ar-
bitrary arrests and pub-
lished the habeas corpus
presented to the courts by
the families of the
desaparecidos  (disap-
peared).

The journalist soon at-
tracted enmity from all
sides. In his book,
Timerman wrote that the
newspaper was called "an
adversary of the military
government for being ter-

rorist, an adversary of

mass culture for publish-
ing sophisticated writers,
an adversary of Christian
morality for publishing

VoY
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ESS FREEDOM HEROES

HE founder of the defunct liberal daily La Opinion, Jacoho Timerman,
defied Argentina’s 1976-83 military regime and drew international
attention to the country's ‘‘dirty war.”” His famous 1981 book,
Prisoner Without a Name, Cell Without a Number documented
Argentina’s institutionalized violence against political dissidents who
disappeared in the 1970s and '80s, at least 100 of whom were journalists.
Timerman died of a heart attack at his home in Buenos Aires on Nov.

leftist writers, an adver-
sary of the left for pub-
lishing the work of Soviet
dissidents, and an adver-
sary of the family for
writing about the sexual
habits of young Ameri-
cans.”” The bombing of his
offices and home followed
anonymous death threats,
and the government closed
La Opinion on numerous
occasions between 1973
and 1976.

Plainclothes military in-
telligence agents arrested
Timerman in April 1977.
He underwent grueling in-
terrogations, extended
stretches of solitary con-
finement and systematic
torture for almost
months until a military
tribunal ruled that no
grounds could be estab-
lished for holding him
under arrest, Although he
was released from jail the
following month, he was
placed under house arrest
for two more years. Fi-
nally. he was stripped of
his citizenship and prop-
erty in 1980 and put
aboard a plane to Israel.

Timerman gave a har-
rowing account of his ex-

S1X

periences as a desaparecido
at IPI's 1981 general as-
sembly in Nairobi. In Pris-
oner Withour a Name, Cell
Without a Number,
Timerman denounced the
country's military dictator-
ship and the disappear-

cobo
ERMAN

ances, abuses and torture
of thousands of Argentin-
ians. The book drew
worldwide attention tot he
atrocious injustices hap-
pening i his country.
Timerman returned to
Argentina in 1984, one
year after democracy was
restored, and took over as
editor of the daily La
Razon. He again ran into
trouble in 1988 when
Carlos Saul Menem, then
governor of Rioja prov-
ince and a presidential can-
didate, sued him for libel
and defamation. He was
acquitted in two separate
trials. When the Supreme
Court of Argentina, act-
ing on President Menem's
request, reopened the case,
Timerman fled o Uru-
guay. The charges against

As one of the only journalists who remained in the country during the gen%cide
of 1994, Sibomana used this forum to denounce the grotesque human rights
g violations faking place there. He died in 1998 after the govemment prohibifed

him from traveling to Europe for medical treatment.

him were finally dropped
in April 1996 following
international pressure,
Timerman is the author
of several critically ac-
claimed books, including
works on Fidel Castro's
Cuba, Chile under General
Augusto Pinochet and the
Israeli invasion of Leba-
non. Although an ardent
Zionist, he was outraged
by the invasion and what
he saw as the unjust treat-
ment of the Palestinians,
He was also a founding
member of the independent
press  freedom group
Asociacion para la Defensa
del Periodismo Indepen-
diente. Among his lega-
cies was the large number
of brilliant _young inves-
tigative journalists who,
due to Timerman's influ-
ence, went on to found
successful  newspapers
modeled after La Opinion
throughout Latin America.

EQUITABLE PCI BANK
(Formerly Philippine
Commercial Internalional Bank)
Mortgagee
- VEISUS
DLMC INC
Morigagor
Xia . ¥
CALIFORNIA BUS LINES, INC
Deblor
A

Pursuan! fot he verified pelilion lor sale under Act 3135, as
Act 4118 liled by Equitable PCI Bank (lermerly Philippine Commercial Inter

Republic of the Philippines
National Capital Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VALENZUELA CITY
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Foreclosure No. 108-V-00

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

amendad by

national Bank) morlgagee, with address al Equilable PCI Bank Towers | & |l
Makali Avenue cor MV de la Cosla Streel. Makall City. againsl DLMC INC
morigagor, with address al 603 Quirino Avenue Tambo, Paraflaque MM |«
salisly lhe morigage indebledness which as of July 24 2000 amounts lo ONE
MILLION TWO HUNDRED NINE THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED SEVENTY SIX
DOLLARS and 29100 (LIS$1,208.776 26) includinglexcluding interesl, penalty
allorney's lees and all legal fees and expenses lor the loteclosure and sale
lhe Ex-Officio Shenll of RTC, Valenzuela Cily, hereby gives NOTICE thal she
or her duly authornized depuly shenll will sell al public auction for CASH n
Philippine Currency on December 6, 2000 al 1000 am or soon therealter al
Ihe main entrance of the Office of the Clerk' of Coun RTC, Valanzuela Cily
the lollowing real properties with all the improvements existing thereon 1o wil
T.C.T. No. V-38854

A parcel of land (lol A of the cons-subd plan (LRC) Pes-7103, LRG Rec

No 8508), silualed in Ihe Bo of Malanday. Mun of Valenzuela MM, Is ol

Luzon Bounded on lhe NW  pls 5 1o 7 by Lol 40-B (LRC) Psd-21404, (road
widering) on the NE  pls 7 lo | by Lol B of the cons-subd. plan; on Ihe SE
pts 1 1o 3 by Lol 38-B-1 (LRC) Psd-53292. and on the SW_ pls 3 1o 5 by
Lol 38-A (LRC) Psd-26542 x x x x x comtaiming an area of ONE THOUSAND
FIFTY ONE (1,051) SQUARE METERS. more or less x x X X X
T.C.T. No. V-39855

A parcel of land (lol B of Ihe cons-subd plan (LRC) Pcs-22815, being a
portion of the cons of Lots 1, 2, 3 (LRC) Pes-7103, LRC Rec No. 8509 and
5941) siluated in the Bo of Malanday, Un of Valenzuela, MM, Is. of Luzon
Bounded on the NW , pls 2 lo 4 by Lol 4-B (LRC) Psd-21404 (road widening)
on the NE . pls 4 lo 6 by Meyc. River, on the SE., pls 61o 7 and 7 lo 1
by Lot 38-B-1 (LRC) Psd-53292. and on |he SW . pts 1 lo 2 by Lot A of lhe
cons-subd plan x x x x x contaiming an area ol ONE THOUSAND FIFTY ONE ,
(1.051) SQUARE METERS more or less x X X x X

T.C.T. No. V-39856

A parcel of land (lol C-6:A of the subd plan (LRC) Psd-298013, as a non-
subd projecl, being a portion of Lol G-6 (LRC) Psd-260371, LRC Rec No
B508) siluated in Ihe Bo of Malanday, Mun of Valenzuela, MM Is of Luzon
Bounded on the NW _ pts 2 1o 3 by Lot 38-B-2 (LRC) Psd-53292; on the NE
pls 3 to 4 by Meycauayan Rivet, and on lhe SE. & SW_ pls 4 1o 1 and 1
lo 2 by Lot G-6-H of Ihe subd plan x x x x x conlaining an area of ONE
THOUSAND (1,000) SQUARE METERS, more or less: x x x

Interesied parties are hereby enjoined lo invesligate lor (hemselves lhe
lles of the said real properlies and encumbrances \hereol il any there ba

Valenzuela Cily November 7, 2000

NOTE Fursuanl lo SC En Banc AM No. 99-10-05-0 Ihere mus! be al leasl
Iwo (2) bidders. otherwise, the sale shall be resel lo December 13, 2000 al
1000 am

(Sgd ) ATTY LIGAYA V SULICIPAN
Clerk of Court VI & Ex-Officic Shenll
(Sgd ) JAIME T MONTES
Shenfl 1V

CC Ally Joseph E Mabilog
DLMC INC
Mercedes Llamas
WE FORUM
Nov. 13, 20 & 27, 2000
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The boom in protest

VER since the Filipinos recognized the potency of mass actions

against the repressive marcos regime over two decades since

the mid-1950s, throughout the entire year people hoisting red

banners and protest streamers have been marching the streets
and staging rallies. .

“Those calling for rallies and demonstrations should not
impose their selfish motives on the people because these rallies
are a waste of money, time and energy,”’ President Estrada
commented. ‘““While these actions may disrupt the economy, no
amount of rallies or demonstrations can make me resign.”’

Nevertheless, opposition politicians, Makati businessmen,
the clergy and Vice President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo persist
in flaunting the Constitution’s six-year term provision for the
President by calling to Mr. Estrada to step down prematurely.

Former Senate President Jovito Salonga declares a Presi-
dent may be removed by popular will if the situation so war-
rants.

President Estrada urges the people not to heed agitations
of ‘“‘only a few noisy parties’’ for mass action to pressure his
removal. Is the Estrada administration so bad that his ouster
from office will provide relief?

How many of the unemployed were mustered at short notice
in the crowd of 100,000 who jammed the highway and over-
passes in the vicinity of the Edsa Shrine near the corner of
Ortigas-Epifanio de los Santos Avenues on Nov. 47 Or over one
million that covered the Luneta and Rizal Park in the show of
force between Jaime Cardinal Sin and President Estrada?

Since the early days of activism in the 1970s, students were
at the vanguard of stone-throwing and clashes with the riot
policemen on Mendiola and Liwasang Bonifacio fronting the
Manila Post Office. Students staged the First Quarter Storm.
Many came out with broken heads or even died in what they
believed was a strike for freedom durirtg the dictatorship.

And from the endless street marches occasionally disrupted
by police truncheons and mass arrests, emerged the Parliament
of the Streets. But the activism in the Philippines had caught
fire worldwide with the massive and violent transport strike in
Paris, anti-government demonstrations in Indonesia that quickly
spread through Southeast Asia.

And while protest resounded in 1997 in southeast Asia, the
economies of the nations on the way to prosperity after recov-
ery in the 1970s, again languished as investors fled the disorder
for more stable economies.

After foreign investors have been scared away by the
destabilization of peace and order in Mindanao, Philippine economy
needs all the pump-priming it can get from Filipino entrepre-
neurs. But the Makati Business Club has endorsed the cam-
paign to force President Estrada to resign.

While a pro-Estrada rally is held in Marcos country in
Batac, Ilocos Norte, Cebuanos stage an anti-Estrada demon-
stration in Cebu City while Bacolod City holds its own rally
against Estrada. The need of the moment is an amalgamating
factor to unite the nation. Ironically, the President has lost his
credibility.

EDITORIAL
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Nick and Erap

IN ONE of those highrises along Coastal
Road is where they play high-stakes
mahjong, and nearby is the mansion where
one of his girlfriends and he would
occasionally meet. So says a reliable
informant. To date, the pictures of the
building and the mansion haven't appeared
yet in the papers. But 1 have seen the
mansion already.

Now, please don't ask who e is. You
know him.

EXRLET

Erap’s predicament prompted me to
rercad Niccolo Machiavelli’s The Prince,
concededly the Bible for politicians. In
the intro, we read: “*Mussolini selected it
as the subject of a thesis for his doctor-
ate. It was Hitler's bedside feading...Lenin
and Stalin as well have gone to school to
Machiavelli."”

Our own dictator was Nick’s student
too. Apparently, Erap is not -- for rea-
sons that need not be said anymore.
Otherwise, he could have done a Marcos
already.

Here's Nick:

ttyxx the prince can never insure him-
self against a hostile populace on account
of their number, but he can against the
hostility of the great, as they are but few.
The worst that a prince has to expect from
a hostile peaple is to be abandoned, but

ONE'S WORTH

—by MAXNOBLE—

from hostile nobles he has to fear not only
desertion but their active opposition...””

“The prince... who fails to recognize
troubles in his state as they arise is not
truly wise...”

sixxx the prince ought to read history
and study the actions of eminent men...""

“exxx a prince need trouble little about
conspiracies when the people are well
disposed, but when they are hostile and
hold him in hatred, then he must fear
everything and everybody.”’

It is an infallible rule that a prince
who is not wise himsell cannot be well
advised..."”

ExEERE

11 Rep Ernesto Herrera 13 right, the Estrada
sdministration: should really be alarmed.
According to Herrera, some 86,000 Pinoys
lost their jobs between January and August
this year

The number is piling up, ol course, what
with the crises In governance and in the
confidence of our people in the Hirap -- er,
Erap - administration

We ‘Forum

ML

PP PRLES WS 1T

Published once a week by the J.
editorial and business
Quezon City. Telefax 4388339, (Administrative, Circulation, Production
and Editorial). E-mail: burgosforum @ tretniail.com

EDITA T. BURGOS
President-General Manager

BURGOS MEDIA SERVICES, Inc. with
offices at 92 Road 1 corner Road 33, Project 6,

JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.
Publisher-Editor

ARLENE B. BURGOS
Editor

I




We. “Forum

Page 8

OPINION

NOV. 27-DEC. 3, 2000

e e O ZTDEC- 3200
ERAP IMPEACHMENT TRIAL UNDERWAY (1)

Barring unforeseen hitches, President Estrada
takes cenler stage soon in the greatest perfor-
mance of his life to face impeachment trial for
betrayal of public (rust, corruption, miscon-
duct in office and culpable violation of the
Constitution.

The entire nation is cagerly awaiting Tor
this historic moment to witness the impeach-
ment proceedings that would finally justify
President Estrada’s claim that he is still physi
cally and morally capable to govern in these
trying days of deepening political and cco-
NOMmIc Crisis.

Already the curtain raiser in this epic drama
has unfolded - as Chief Justice Hilario Davide
Jr. and the members of the Senate took their
oath as presiding judge and judges respectively,
of the first impeachment tribunal ever ser 1o
officiate on the trial of the first Filipino chiel
exccutive to be accused for impeachable of
fenses,

Alttired in regal robes reminiscent of the
classical salons in Roman and Greek political
history, all the senators were present (excepl
Sen, Robert Barbers who is in the United States)
and vowed to shed off their partisan interests
and lel their conscience prevail in exercising
their judgment over the case

For their first official act as
the ympeachment court, the senafors passed o
unanimous resolution ordering President Estrady
Lo appear the tribunal 1o
impeachable charges against him within o non
extendahle period of 10 days

Upon the presentation of the resolution, Chiet
Justice Davide immediately ordered the Sen
ate serpeani-at-arms o serve the summons (o
the President, who after carefully poring over
the impeachment complaint against him said

“There is no evidence to convict me. The
impeachment case was without basis.” He added
that he would accepl the outcome ol the trial
but warned that he would be less tolerant of
street protests if the impeachment (ribunal
acquits him

Meanwhile, the prosecution panel compris

members ol

helore ‘answer the

ing of congressmen noted for their legal ex-
pertise presented themselves Lo the impeach-
ment tribunal during the initial proceedings

To a man, the prosecution panel assured
the immediate disposition of the charges againsi
Mr. Estrada — noting that as each day passes
the polarization of our people constrains them
W take more extreme positions in their beliefs
— particularly on the issue of whether or nol
Mr. Estrada should continué to govern

Which is why more responsible leaders from
the Senate itsell are reminding their colleagues
in Congress that it would not help any to throw
around irresponsible and diverse statements that
would feed on the fear and uncertainty of the
people. ’

This is the only way, they say, for Con-
gress o guarantee that, no matter whal the
outcome of the impeachment trial, the people
may remain united For the achievement of
ceonomic and political stahility

How long the impeachment will drug on
may depend on who the political bent of the
senulor or congressman oné talks to.  Semale
President Aquilino Pimentel Ir | for one, suys
It may last from one month o

The Senate
this

hve
President said:
o sec mghtmare aver by the end ol
December Other legislators, however, feared
that it would drag on to a year
the rate the 1rinl will go

Al Ihe start of the impeachment proceed
ings. Pimentel also assured that the Senate will
ot allow

¥l really want

depending on

msell 1o become o Kungiroo court
that will rush into judgment to conviel Pres:
dent Esruda without any evidence

"Neither will the Senate be rushed into
gequitting the President without serious con-
sideration of the evidence that will be pre-
sented by the impeachment prosecutors of the
House of Representanives,”™ he said in his
remarks at the historic

He said conventional view holds that im
peschment is more of a political hearing than
But he stressed that whether
impeachment is 4 political hearing or a crimi

evenl

a criminal case

nil case, the fact is that there is a need for
evidence to sustain o finding of guilt.

“The quantum of evidence, however, does
not need (o be evidence beyond reasonable doubi
as is required in criminal cases but sufficient
and clear evidence that in reason convinces an
impartinl mind that there is some basis (o convict
the person impeached will suffice,” Pimentel
explained

He pointed out that the Philippines is a newly
restored democracy and this 1s the very first
time in its history thar the Sepate is called
upon {0 act as an impeachment court.

Thus, Pimentel said “it may be apt 1o restate
that the rule and the due process of law must
he upheld in the impeachment trial of the
President so thal everybody will realize that
in a working democricy such as ours nobody
Is above - or below - the law I

Pimentel said his role in the tribunal will
be to assist Chiel Justice Davide so that the
Mow of the impeachment process would not be
unnecessarily delayed .
miore chil
lenge he has (o meet and he intends 1o do it

He deseribed his tusk as one
according to his conscience. To ensire specdy
und umnterrupted teinl, Pimentel said thal anyone
could
delying the

including semiators and conpressmen

bee a six-month senlence for
procecdings

Heneelorth, Pimentel further warne Lty
or pro-Esiradn demaonstrators could al
irrest 1l they disrupt the proceedings by
much as hisplaying streamers or placards
stde the

The Senate chiel also rejected

session hall
l‘rl'i""-.l:
to transfer the venue ol the trial 1o the more
spacious Philippine International Convention
Center

While admitting that the PICC could uc
commodate more witnesses, Pimentel said: “We
ire here to conduct a solemn trial — pot o
drama series.”

Al the same time, however, Pimentel agreed
ta reconsider the choice of PTV-4 as the lone
lelevision station accredited to broadeast live

DATELINE:
MANILA

by C_STUTZ FERNANDEZ

all impeachment proceedings.

This action came al the heels of the vehe-
ment objection to allow only the PTV-4 (o cover
the coming impeachment proceedings. Roco
said that the PTV-4 which is a government-
controlled station can casily be pressured by
Erap administration officials to cover only whal
looks nice for the President.

In line with this proposal, all private TV
channels would get their video only from PTV-
4. Roco says that since the Juetengate broke
out last month and the Scenate tackled the
impeachment rules (his week 17 cameras were
in the Senate and suddenly the Senate leader
slip 1s opting for & “shy impeachment, "

"There is no shy impeachment process,”
Roco, impeachment in itself
involves the people and it 15 the people who
will judge the pr

SVS ‘hecause
veeedings and the Senate, the
President and the public officinls who ure
cxpecled 1o lhove ocied n--l!-|.[|‘|' 1o |'-s.j}'-!u
trust

Sen. Loren Legarda has strongly batted for
the broadest possible und umn.pr.i{-\! coverage
ol the impeachment trinl in view of the event's
nattonal significance as well as the public's
right to wilness a political exercise that may
well be a turning point in Philippine gover
niance and leadership.

Legarda, vice charperson of the Senate Com-
mittee on Public Information and Mass Media
detined the media’s role as critical in cnsuring
that the public recerve Tull, open and continu
ous inlormation on the standards, processes
and issues involved in the historic trial of a

P » ‘ (|
resden (To be continued)
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DON'T look now, but some of those **le-
roic'" defectors from President Estrada’s camp
cold be Trojan horses sent out (o encourage
complacency and wreak sabotage within the
opposition. In the end, Estrada would escape
impeachment in the Senate by a crucial one
or Iwo voles, turning the tables on his en-
emices, to the jubilation of his dichard follow-
ers,

That's the scenario that was gaining cur-
rency this past week in the colTee shops, where
you could hear the clink of spoons in the brief
lull that seemed to have overtaken the anti
Erap movement, after the massive November
4 Edsa prayer rally

The week began with the albeit short-lived
wonder of historic boosts in the dollar exchange
rate and in the stock market, followed by that
SWS survey purportedly showing more than
four out of every 10 Filipinos still behind the
President, despite all the charges raised against
him.

The key Cabinet defections that everyone
expected on Monday just didn't materialize,
and Erap who was rumored to have been
on the verge ol quitting as late as Friday -
scemed (o have recovered some lost ground,
or at least bought himsell some precious time
to regroup his forces.

His allies found & new and convenient mantra
in “‘defending the Constitution,”" making the
best ol u bad situation and suddenly sounding
more composed and reasonable than the Pope

himsell, The Zumoras and the Macedas -- the
professional Machiavels and hardball players
-- had taken over from the Banayos.

All told, it's been a good week for the
President & better week, anyway, than the
previous one. Arguably it's a good week every
Friday you're still the president following a
Monday when you could very well have been
exiled to Timbuktu, But there were o few signs,
outside of Malacanang, thar the quick and
gracelul exit that seemed inevitable at one point
was going to turn into a lopg and nasty Siege
at the gates of a cloistered Senate. The eupho
i that greeted the domino-like succession of
LAMP detectors to the opposition's rold gave
way to a nervous pause, and (o some vital
questions: what next, where to, and how much
longer?

And this is where the doamsday or moro
moro seenario rears its ugly head. It can also
be expressed as the question many of us don’t
even want to think about: what if
or another Erap beats the rap?

The neatest way that can happen is, of
course, il Erap dramatically und convincingly
disproves all the charges laid ugainst him,
successfully rebutting each of the 17 or so
specific counts on the rap sheet. Then we can
all put our red flags, yellow T-shirts, and
megaphones in storage for the next president,
curse Chavit Singson lor shameless lying, and
g home secure in the thought that we are
being ruled over by an upright citizen,

one way

DEFECTIONS, TROJA

by BUTCH

DALISAY

But if all that is a bit oo exciting even for
Erap to contemplate, then he can always lall
back on the more expensive but more elficient
option: make two or three senators an offer
they can't reluse, and let ihe charade play itsell
out in the Senate, where the genuine opposi-
tion can yak all they want until they turn blue
in the face without a hope of changing the
final Early in the week, the
cullfeeshops had senators on the menu going
for & cheap P200 million

Assuming the worst of things (and of people),
how many senators would Erap have to buy?
Not too many, actually, because he needs just
eight votes out of 22 to stay in office. His
opponents need to muster 16 votes to Kick him
oul tor sure (or 15, by the more usual reck
antng, but subject to another titanic tussle over
the precise interpretation of two-thirds of the
Senate: two-thirds of the full 24, or twosthirds
of (he nctual 227) He can count on a core of
hall’ a dozen true believers, and shop around
for a couple of “"independent’” jurors willing
to be persuaded by more than the evidence al
hand

The President and his men may, in [acl,
have to do nothing and pay nothing. I a straw
vote on impeachment were to be faken in the
Senate today based merely on inclinations and
public pronouncements, he would be acquit
led

The simple -~ or simpleminded -- count of
senators superficially tending to vote lor

outcome

HORSES?

impeachment stands at 14 Roco, Flavier,
Guingona, Legarda, Cayetano, S. Osmeha,
Barbers, Magsaysay, Drilon, Biazon, Coseteng,
Jaworski. Revilla and Pimentel. Some of tiese
people, ol course, have said only that they
huve left the President's alliance to pursue an
independent course of action -- whalever that
Meins

Those presumably against now number 8 -
- Enrile, J. Osmena, Tatad, Santiago, Oreta,
Ople, Souo and Honasan, But a couple or more
ol his defenders might yet prove to be soft
touches lor the opposition, and so Erup necds
10 consalidate his support through moral
persuasion or more effective means.

It's the apposition that still needs to make
sure that all the votes it thinks it has fall where
they should und then work some more to
bring @ couple oM votes over [rom the other
side, The more you look at it, the easier il
becomes for Erap to believe that he can win
the numbers g:unu' by holding the fort, and
poaching a few men (or women) from the other
side Tor insurance.

~IUs o scary thought, but whatever its basis,
it's one more-geason even for real believers
in “"the integrity of the Constitutional process'
to stay on the streets and Keep up the pressure
on Estrada to resign. Given the infinite pos-
sibilities of Philippine backroom politcs, we
might yet wake up to realize that the impeach-
ment process subverted, rather than uvpheld,
the Constitution in this grave instance. (PNI)
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GARDENS 1o FCO-TOURISM VILLAGE

A unique theme park designed to be the
country's first cultural village showcasing
the way of life of Northern Mindanao tribes
have been drawing crowds of local and
foreign tourists.

Tourism Secretary Gemma Cruz Aranela
said the park, named Gardens ol Malasap
is a repository of knowledge about the multi-
faceted culture of Mindanao's indigenous
tribes.

Araneta said the Malasag Gardens is not
just a mere destination, “IL is an ccology
village that serves as a learning center for
eco-tourism in a botanic parden setting.”

It houses a museumn containing artifacts
from the cultural communities, 4 library of
materials on antkPopology, ethnography and
pre-colonial Philippine history.

Araneta expressed hopes that the village
will also promote eco-tourism and environ-
mental protection and will provide better
understanding of the culture and beliefs of
local cultural communitics as it heightens
the knowledge of pre-colonial Philippine
history and ethnography.

Malasag Gardens, located about 14 Ki-

lometers from Cagayan de Oro, features the
different dwellings and the rich heritage of

North Mindanao ethnic groups like Subanon,
Higaonon, Manobo, Talaandig and
Matigsalog.

It stands on a 5,7 hectare site which was
donated for the project by the DENR and
Naturalurces from its 196-hectare Malasag
watershed and forest reserve.

Malasag Gardens was inspired by the
picturesque gardens of Granada in Spain and
the Boucchart Gardens of Canada.

The most prominent features of the vil-
lage are the different tribal houses of the
Mindanao ethnic groups. Each ethnic house
is buill according to its own authentic style,
complete with real and traditional artifacts
These houses were built by craftsmen and
artisan of each tribe using their indigenous
methods and materials.

The viltige also features a flower shower
garden, an orchidarium and wildlile sanc
tuaries. The most unique feature of the village
is the “Canopy Walk”, where one Lraverses
a five-meter hanging bridge.

The Malasag Village is perfect for edu-

cational trips aimed at discovering the multi-
faceted culture of Mindanao's indigenous
tribes. A museumn houses the different ar-
tifacts from Mindanao's cultural communi-
Lies. :

To make every visitor's trip completely
educational, the village regularly holds special
events that feature Mindanao tribes’ ancient
methods, and cultural shows featuring the
pagan rituals, songs and dances.

The village also has cottages, a campsite
with a swimming pool and a restaurant which
serves native foods. Other amenities include
picnic grove, food kiosks and comfort rooms
and showers.

There are also observation decs, a view
deck, an amphitheater, a multi-purpose hall
and a learning center, =

The ethnic museum features strings
handicrafts, ornamentation and weaponry,
it also has labelled rare species of flora and
fauna. This provides a learming center for
greater understanding, appreciation -and
enhancement of education, science, cultural
and ccological interests.

Other intéresting features of the village
include a souvenir shop of ethic baskets,
woven clothes and beaded trinkets which
can be bought at cheap prices. The watch
tower called “Pigtawagan™ displays gongs
and musical instruments of the Mindanaoan
heritage.

The DOT imposes environment-friendly
measures which visitors have to observe while
in the vicinity of the Malasag Gardens. Aside
from being a no-smoking zone, the village has
also adopted a proper garbage disposal.

All visitors are handed garbage. bags the
moment they enter the village. They are ex-
pected to retrieve all the litter and garbage
they generate during the course of their visit.

The DOT is also determining the parden s
maximum carrying capacity to ensure that the
site will only have the maximum number ol
visitors its eccosystem can handle. Malasag
Gardens can be reached by taking a taxi from
the city proper lo the site or by commuring
jeepney or private vehicles. Entrance fees are
P20 for adults, P10 lor children below 13 and
P20 per vehicles. Vchicles are not also al-
lowed to park inside the village, but only allowed
to tour. (PNA)

WORST
FLOODING

IN PASIG

AS OF the latest report of the Pasig City
Disaster Coordinating Council (PCDCC), one
Pasigueno was drowned in the worst flooding
that hit the city in the last 18 years.

The worst hit by the flooding is Barangay
Pinagbuhatan which is at ten fect and the lowest
at below-knee in Barangay Sto. Tomas.

According to PCDCC, the massive flood
ing in the city last occurred in 1972 which
lasted for about five months.

Estimate of damage to real properfies arc
now being assessed by the PCDCC,

Swelling of the Laguna de Bay has caused
the floodings now being experienced in low-
lying arees of Pasig City, Taguig and Pateros
in Metro Manila.

For as long as the swelling of the Laguna
de Bay does not subside the floodings in the
said arcas will remain.

Garbage cannol be blamed lor the disaster
since Pasig City has been religiously imple
menting its “Clean and Green Program™ as
envisioned by the national government

The city strectsweepers ure doing then
assigned tasks with regards to sanitation and
proper waste disposal through hell and high
waler, so (o speak.

Pasiguenos are also mlp!cu\crltlllg the waste
segregation scheme of the Metropolitan Ma
nila Development Authority where the hiode-
gradable garbage are separated [rom non-bio
degradable ones.

Before Typhoon “Seniang” struck the
metropolis last Nov, 3, Pasig City was alrecady
underwater brought about by Typhoon “Reming”
but the fMoodwaters then quickly subsided

But with the onslaught of “Seniang"” flood
waters again inundated the said city which cven
made (he suspension of some schools still
underwater.

Pasigucnos hope that what happencd in 1972
where floodwaters stayed for five months will
not occur again this time. (PNA)

PLANTERS DEVELOPMEN
- versus -
TEEHANKEE IV, LUIS C

TEEHANKEE & GLCRIA C
TEEHANKEE,

NOTICE O

Marlgagee

JULIO C TEEHANKEE JOSE C

Morigagors

Republic of 1' ~ Philippines

OFFICE OF TME OTARY PUBLIC

Quzzon City

T BANK

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FOREGLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135 AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

¥

F AUCTION SALE BY NOTARY PUBLIC

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under acl 3135, as amended. execuled on September

28 2000, filed by PLANTERS DEVELOPMENT BANK Ihru counsel with principal place
of business al Plantersbank Builditg 2314 Sen Gil J Puyal Avenue, Makali City. as
Mortgagee, against JULIO € TEEHANKEE JOSE C TEEHANKEE IV, LUIS C
TEEHANKEE & GLORIA C TEEHANKEE ALL of legal age Filipmos. with residence
and postal address at No 13 Calaca Sireel, Napocor Village, Tandang Sora, Quezon
Cily, lo salisfy the mortgage indebledness which as ol August 18, 2000 stands al a
1ofal of ONE MILLION THREE HUNDRED NINETY SIX THOUSAND SEVEN HUNDRED
THIRTY THREE & B1/100 PESOS (P1.396,733.81) Philippine Currency, eiclusive of
intetest and penalties, exclusive of len percenl (10%) of the fotal amount due as allorney s
fees and cosls of olher legal lees related 1o this foreclosure as slipulated and secured

in Philippine Currency, the

TRANSFER

A PARCEL OF LAND (

morg or less xxx

In the event thal there
date of AUCTION SALE as
a! lhe same lime and plac

Quezon Cily. Movembe

» Nov

portion of the land described on plan (LRG
\he Dist ol Tandang Sora, @ CGily xx x¥
XX Xx xx conlaining an @fea ol

o Planters Development Bank
Julia © Teehankee Jose C Teehankee IV, Lust
13 Calaca Slreel, Napocor Village

by the, said morigages, the undersigned Notary Public for and in the Quezon Cily
ANNOUNCES that he will sell at a public auction on Dec 11
in the morning or soon fhereaflet, in fronf of the Mam Enfrance of the HALL OF JUSTICE
beside (he Cily Hall, Elliptical Road. Quezon cily fol he highest bidder, in CASH and

2000, al 10.00 o'clock

{aliowing real properly togelher wilh all existing and future

improvements thereon, lo wil

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE ND. N-178415

Registry of Deeds for the Quezon City

Lot 49 BIk 21 of the subd plan Psd-13:000346, being a
Pen-980 LRC Rec Mo 5975), siluated in
Begimning al a poinl marked "1 on plan

TWQ HL RED TWENTY (220) SQUARE METERS

are less than Iwo (2) parhicipaling bigders in the ongmal

alorestaled. the same shall be posiponed lo Dec 18 200U

e withoul tepublica

intereslod parlies are hareby enjoir nve ate for themselves Lhe tille ol the
said properiles and the encumbrances the

if any there be

t 6 2000

(Sgd ) ATTY EFREN N AMEROSIO
Neotary Public

PFTR Mo 1077497/01-03 00/Quezon Cily
IBF No 495078/01 04/00/Pasig Cily

Makati Cily

Teehankee, Gloria C Teehankee

314 Sen Gil J Puyal Ave
Tandang Sora, Q

WE FOCRUWN,
Nov. 20, 27 & Dec. 4, 2000




Page 10 A

We  "Forum

GR l BUSI N Ess NOV. 27-DEC. 3, 2000

\

SDC GRANTS $2.8M FOR LAO-IRRI PROJLECT.
Switzerland is to extend $2.8 million in funding assistance
to the ongoing Lao-International Rice Research Institute
(IRRD) Rice Research and Training Project. The project,
now inits fourth phase, will ., istin the development of an

independent and sustainabi rice research capability in the
Lao People's Democratic Republic. The Swiss funding
support is detailed in a memorandum of agreement recently
signed between the Swiss Agency o, Development and
Cooperation (SDC) and IRR]. The SDC funds major IRR1
initiatives such as the Rice Integrated Pest Management
Network that helps minimize the use of chemicals in rice
farming and a project on Reversing Trends for Declining
Productivity in Intensive Rice Farming Systems that involves
the national agricultural research systems of Indonesia,
India, the Philippines, Thailand and Vietnam. Mr. Joseph
Deiss (right), head of the Swiss Federal Department of
Foreign Affairs, is shown with IRRI direcior general Dr.
Ronald P. Cantrell during a recent visit to the Institute

when the Lao project was discussed. (IRRI photo)

PROTECTING
MANGO FRUIT
AFTER HARVEST

by ERLINDA BELEN

CARABAO mungo cun lose
its competitive advantage i the
global market due to improper
postharvest handhing

This was a continuing prob
lem tot he carabac manpgo
industry until rescarchers ol
the University of the Philip
pines Los Banos (UPLB) de-
with a
package ol the latest itorma

cided ta resolve 1t
tion/technology on postharvest
handling

Carabao mango remains the
country’'s number one lfruit
export winner bhecause ol its
characteristic lart-sweet tuste,
very fine and luscious non
Ithrous Tlesh, aroamuie gual
ity when ripe: and for its yield
of very desirable by-producis
suech as mango juice and dried

i candied mango, However,
improper posthoarvest hndling
can destroy these gualities
Thus, the rescurchers came
up with the following pack-
age ol research results which
they shared with some mem
bers of the research and de
velopment (R&D) system and
mango industry stukeholders
during o techno lorum present
ing the latest rescarch Nindings
ul the Department ol Secience
and  Technolopgy (DOST)
funded project " Enhancing the
Productivity of the Philippine
Mango Industry (EPPMI)
The forum was held recently
at the Philippine Council Tor
Agriculture, Forestry and
Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCARRD)

VEGETABLES STILL BEST
SOURCE OF VITAMIN A

THE excitement and debate over high-betu-caratene
transgenic rice <houldn’t distract people from the faet that
vepelables remain the best source ol micronutrients, says
AVRDC Director General, Samson Tsou -

“As o research institule that has been working for many
years on the challenge of micronutrient deliciency, we're
pleased to see high technology being applied to this very
important research arca,”" said Dr. Tsou in an interview

High-beta-carotene rice was developed by Ingo Potrykus
ol the Swiss Federal Institute ol Technology, Zurich, and
Peter Beyer of the University of Freiburg. It now rests af
the center of a debate between (hose who Dppose genetic
engineering and those who say the world, with jts Jast
growimg  population, cannot do without transgenies. The
new so-called polden rice contuins DNA Lrom dafTodils and
hacteria. Its golden calor is betu-carotene, a precursor Lo
vitamin A normally absenl in rice griin

CInospite of the public concerns over the health risks
and potential environmental diamige

cess ol golden rice to be a milestone 1o the battle o reduce

we consider the suc
micronutnient deficiencies. But, we think that this approach
has a long WAy To goqnterms ol testing, regulution, eonsumer
dceeptinee, seed production, and development ol sunable
will perform well in different environ
I'sou

varietes, ones thit
ments, " said Dr

AL least o million children di
the effects of vitamin-A deticiency
blind

“Transgenies might one day be indispensable, and there
are already usceful transgenic crops in production. But the
battle aguinst deficieney doesp't have (o wait and depend
on a single source. We

annually, weakened by
Another 350,000 go

have preat sources ol
micronutrients, including beta-carotenc. Let's focus on putling
vegetables 1o work, right now,'" he said

AVRDC's approach is Lo increase the availubiliny of
vegetables through development of varieties and produc-
tion technologies that allow year-round production. I is a
solution based on diversity in the diet mnd diversity in
agriculture systems. It ineludes colleetion and characteriza-
tion of indigenous vegetables for use in homestead produc
lion systems.

already

“This rice ads ope additional ool {or addressing one
particular micronutrient deficiency. 1t will not repiace the
function of vegetables, which add variety to the diet, and
supply many essential micronutrients,”’ said Dr. Tsou

AVRDC has developed, through traditional breeding
methods, tomato lines six times higher in beta-carotene
They have been well received in Bangladesh

““There's so-much more we can do if we focus resources
on extending vegelable production into the off-scason, and
1 we promote consumption ol vepetables, There's no debating
that,”" he said,

in Los Buios, Laguna,

Harvesting, Hurvesting a
the proper stage ol maturity
Is important. Al the table ripe
stuge (TRS), harvest at 120-
130 days alter tlower induc-
thon, fruits hurvested |10 days
after flower induction are not
ns sweet, Immature fruits also
shrivel as they turn tull ye'
low during ripening

Latex injury can be pre-

vented during subsequent han
dling procedures: This calls Tor
trimming the fruits and posi
Loninge the Truit stem-end down
mi=hetween the wooden slats (o
allow  Jgtex 1ow
tion accelerates lutex 1ow
Jure suck und foam can be
used as liners during the
delatexing operation. Delatex
g can be completed in 30
minutes with these liners

&

Tlhis posi

Packinghouse Systems
The packinghouse serves as the
integration of all
aperations in the handling
system Irom cleaning to puck
aging. Fruits undergo sorting
upon arrival and unloading
Sorting is

point ol

the packinghouse
based on fruil size and qual-
iy. Sorting in the grower's
packinghouse hused on size is
export’ (160
goand above) and “local™ (less
than 160 )

A secand SOFHng Is In'-'[llih'd
for cexport [fruils in fhe
exporter’s packinghouse. Fruils

calegorized os

are caleporized here as extra
lrge, medium, small and super
small,

Continuous data generalion
recovery ol
lruitts acceptable tor export
Zumbales  (59%), Hlailo
(33.8%) und Davao (60%)
Rejection is based on quality
detects ineluding undersized
fruits, misshapen fruits with
scub und with sooly mold

Improved cutlural munage
ment practices during produc
Haon stupe are
duce hgih proportion of rejects
Likewise, improved postharvest
handling fechnigues are needed
to prevent mechanical injuries

mdicated o low

needed 1o re-

Lo Irusts. A visual guide show-
mg common defects found in
carabao mango was developed
to familiarize sorters and those
invalved in grading with dif
ferent types of defects and in
stundardizing terminology used
b name these defleets,

Detergent proves to be a
good washing agent to prevent
lntex staining and burns, Us-
tng detergent i conjunction
with hot water treatment re
severity ol latex
injury but is not significantly
Bbetter tha uwsing hot waler
lrearment

Disease Control. This 1s an
essentil practice tor any lresh
products under postharvest
handling. Hol water treatment
15 o mechanieal means of mi
nimizing incidence and sever-
ity of discases in ahrvested
mango fruts. Studies on dis
case prediction and thermal
endurance of different isolates
stem-rul

duced the

ol anthracnose and
pathogens were conducted in
support ol this technology
Results will be uselul in de
ciding when w apply and not
o apply hot waler treatment
or wlhen I is necessary 1o
modity the treatment, (S&T
Media Service)
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EVERY FIVE SECONDS

by SWEETIE DELA TORRE

S VERY five seconds,
goes blind while a

minute.

If mational and interni-
tional efforts to avert blind
ness are nol intensified, the
number of people with se-
vere visual disability will
double by the year 2020.

The World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) said there are
45 million blind people and
135 million with low vision,
comprising a total of nearly
180 million people with some
degree of visual impairment
and if national and interna
tional efforts to avert blind
ness dare not intensified, the
number of people with se
vere visual disability will
double by the year 2020.

This alarming lgure Was
released by the WHO uas 1l
introduced **Vision 2020,"
a worldwide program that will
enable all the parties and
‘ndividuals involved in com
bating blindness o work in
a focused and coordinated
way to achieve the common
poal of eliminating prevent-
able and treatable blindness.

The program will take on
the following responsibilities:
Increase awareness of blind
ness as major public health
issue, control the major cauge
of blindness, train
opthalmologists and other
personnel to provide eye
care, creale an infrastructure
to manage the problem,
develop appropriate technol-
ogy-

Vision 2020 involves the
active participation of Umlted
nations agencies. govern-
ments, eye care Organiza-
tions, health professionals,
philanthropic institutions and
individuals working together
in a global partnership Lo
accomplish this goal by the
year 2020

An estimated 20 million
people in the world today are
blind from cataract and hive
times that number or 100
million are already in the
need of a cataract operation
to restore full sight,

The WHQ, reporting on
the cause of blindness, said
cataract, & clouding of the
lens of the eye which ob-
structs the passape of light,
is by far the major cause ol
blind tess worldwide. In most
countries of Alrica and Asii,
cataract accounts for al least
half of the blindness

Cataruct

has dilferent

one person in the world
child loses sight every

origins: occasionally, some
¢hildren can be born with the
condition, and & cataract miy
develop after eye injuries
However, 1most are
related to the aging process

As people in the world live
longer, the number of people
with cataract is growing, The
treatment ol cataract is an
operation. whieh is very
successiul in restoring sight
Such heing
performed in developing
countries by international
Blindness agencies. Reducing
the backlog ol cataract Ilind
requires training of opthalmic

CUAACN

operations arv

personnel and the provision
of surgical supplies, which
Vision 2020 will muke pos-
sible

Trachoma 1s the second
leading cause of blindness in
the world, the WHO reporl
said

Trachoma is one of the
oldest inlectious
known to mankind, IU 1s
responsible, at present, for
15% of the world’s blindness.
Worldwide, there are aboul
six million people irrevers-
ibly blinded by trachoma and
an estimated 146 million
cases of active disease in
need of treatment.

diseases

Today, trachoma is found
mainly in poor rural arcas
of Africa, some countries in
the Eastern Mzditerrancan
and Asia, and certaip parts
of Central and South
America. Trachoma is still
present in China and India,
the WHO report added

Trachoma is caused by
chlamydia .trachomatis -- &
microorganism which spreads
through contacl with eye
discharge from the infected
persons (on Low ¢ls, handker
fingers, cle.) and
through transmission by eye
\L‘.k‘k-lll}.‘ ITies

Alter
infections, the inside of the
eyelids may be scarred so
severely that the eyelid turns
inward and the lashes rub on

chiels,

years ol repeated

the eyeball, scarring the
cornea. 11 untreated, this
condition leads 1o bBlindness
A major new mitmiahve
the WHO Alliance for the
Global Eliminution ol Tra
c¢homa as a blinding discase
under Wiy
This will he a
component ol

IS now
mujor

Vision 2020

and will be based on the
SAFE s(ratepy comprising lid
surgery (S): antibioties (A),
where exeiting new Lreal
ments are now being tested;
facial cleanliness (F): and
environmental hygiene (E)
It s = common sight
Alrica o see children and
adults walking trom therr
villuges leading fumily mem
hers und Triends who lave
hlinded Iy
anchocerciusis

been

This scene depiets the
results ol onchocerciasis, o
of hlindness i

Alriginy countries

M T Cuse
many
lll"\.”
blindness
hecause the bluck 1y (which

Ochocerciasis 18
called river
fransmits the disease) aboundds
in tertile
which Trequently
uninhabited for

riversyde arcas
Temain
fear ol
lection

As public health problem,
the disense is most closely
witli West and
Cemral Alrica, and it is also
prevalent in Yemen and six
countries in Latin Americd

associated

Onchocerciasis has in the
past preatly reduced the
cconomic productivity in
infected areas and left vast
tracts ol arable land aban
doned

Much progress has heen
made in Hghting the disease
in several countries through
control of the bluck fly; the
discase can now also be
treated with an annual dose
of the drups Mectizan, which
also relieves the severe skin
itching caused by the disease

The combined effort of the
WHO programs, working
topether with UN agencies,
the World Bank, donor na
ministries of health,
non-governmental organiza
tions and Vision 2020, will

im halting

Lions,

he effective this
-_Il\i_'.!u-

A child in the world goes
hlind every minute. The
WHO estimates that there ure
1.5 million ehildren world
wide, mainly in Africa and
Asti

In developing connmries,
Blindness m ehildren as usu
ally caused hy conditions
which couse scarring of the
cornea (the front in the eye),
suel as vitwmin A defliciency.
conjuncti
newhorn

measles mnlechion
vitis of 1he and
narmiul teadinonal eye medi
cines

Elsewhere the maln

cuuses nre catariacls,

retinopathy or prematurity.
penclic diseises and COTNECIH
tul ubnormahties.

Vitamin A deficiency
blinding malnutrition
(xerophthalmia) s the
major cause ol hlindness
children. An estimated 250
million pre-school children
are vitamin A delicient, and
cach year 350,000 children
g hlind and million
children die lack il
vitamin A

Al i cost of only live US
vilimin A
\||;\]\1\'|]lt'1!l'- reduee child
muorkality h_\ up o 34 1N
areas with vitamin A el
ciency. Millions ol vitmmnim
A L'.IL‘\llix'\ have been directly
Jdistributed Lot
annual
Vision 2020 can provid

Wi

Irom

cents a dose,

hose 1 oneed

an oan basis
Lo vision care, meluding low
will ul

low ¢hildren with Tow vision

viston devices thal

1o attend school and adults
an improved quality of hie

To reach its goals, Vision
2020 needs to provide [or
more than 35 million people
worldwide who have irrevers
ible low vision

The Viston 2020 program
will enable such
care, including visual devices
at alfordable which
will, for instance, allow
children with low wvision to
be integrated into repular
schools rather than be taught

access Lo

coOsls,

i spectal schools tor the
blind

The 1ok
visions services will help

prYovision ol

ensure o hetter Jdgre lor
children and adults with fow
Year 2020

Viston 2020 auns o pre
100 ml

and ehil

vision by the
vent an additional
lion men,
dren from be
the next 20

wanen
coming blind m
VEaars

The direet ceonormnic ciist
ol the globil hurden of vlind
ness is 25 hillion US dol-
lurs

Blindness has profound
human and socio-economic
consequences in all
ies, The lost pro
ductivity. rehabilitation and
education of the blind are a
significant economic burden,
particularly in many devel
oping countries

Furthermore, in such
settings, blindness s olten
associated with lower [life
Thus, the pre

sociel-
costs ol

expectancy

and cure ol blind
ness can provide cnormous
and facilitate soc)

clil l!L‘\'\_‘l-bl\[r]i'[ﬂ\

vention
LH Y E[]\L‘\

Unfortunately, there is
penerally o reductuon in
avitlable Tunds for blindness
prevention from the govern
ments ol

developing coun

tries, due to g combination

cconomie recession and
new competing demands Lor
limited resources

Needless blindness can be
climinated from the lace ol
the earth only il people
worldwide
sipht-saving medical
surgical technijues.

There is need Tor trained
eye
feams, increased availability
of ophthalmic eguipment,
instruments, and medicines,
and more effective systems
for referring patients who are
at nisk for blindness to treal-
ment centers, (Philippine
News Agency)

have acuess 10

and

doctors and cye-care

COCO FARMERS . .

manage the fund, and by
naming the Cojuangeo-con-
trolled United Coconut Plant
ers’ Bank (UCFB) uas the
fund's depository buank,

“It is an attempt at hold
ing on to the lruils of a
robbery committed 30 yeirs
said PPI's Royandoyan
“Inthe end, we're alraid thil
the small farmer will end up
without a centavo's benelil
from this fund,”
Pakisama's Fabe. (Fube suid
that in an earhier
submitted to Malucanang,
small farmers had proposed
the use of the Tund Tor arnm

apo,”

SuaVs

Props vt ]

ers’ nsurance, scholarship
for their children,

during price dips, larmers

sthsidy

Lrning Programs, introdu
tion ol new technolopies, and
s00001,)

Mueanwhile, Niyugan, an
othier vrgamziation ol cocn
nuat tarmers, welcomed FO

313 Niyugan's Noni

Clemente, said: “The Presi
dent displayed strong polit
cal will in tssuing this EO

The EO mandated the
Presidential Commission on
Good Government (PCGG)
and the Office of the Solic
(or General o exclude one
fourth of the coconut levy
fund invested in San Miguel
from a pending civil case with
the Sandiganbayan, melleet

lifting the seyuestrition on
suely shares e Freeing them
for the projected cocontl
farmers’ trust Tumd
Pulice arncils preetd EQ
prool ol the

33 s
President’s resolve o elfec
relorms.
Bul Estradii’s Noy
the 351h drall
vear
Estrada

\}I.J‘ll.‘
I AT AN
negotiations with the
cubinet THERTL
incensed members ol (he
Kilos-suka

eroups it has. i Fadl
them e udd

and s aphed
cinl

vinced Ll

® {(From page 12)

voice to the call for Estrada
to resign immediately, for
making “political paybacks™
the priority of the Estrada
administration while using the
“sanpgkalan”
(coverups) for its maneuvers

“EO 313 ibasura: si Erap
isama na! ™ eried a streamer’
at the Kilos-saka meeting with
mediu

The Philippine coconut
industry affeets the livelihood

|1|HTI' as

ol some 20 million persons,
directly ol million
Larmers thesr
Coconut ol production m the
country is chielly for export,

s 3

i Families

for use in the production ol
chocolate and cosmetic prod
ucts. The tndustry has been
sulfering recent setbacks w ith
the steep dropin €opri prices
1o dbout P2 a kilo which
than hall the
averape productjon cest ol
p7 50 per koo (Phitippine
News and 1eatures)

covers less




X’MAS LANTERN MAKERS
OF LAS PINAS CITY

WITH barely 45 days be-
fore Christmas on Dec. 25,
residents of a barangay in
Las Pinas City arc now dis-
playing for sale multi-color
Christmas lanterns in their
barrio plaza

The public display of the
plastic-covered linterns in
Plaza Quezon, Barangay
Aldana gives a festive air to
the barangay, whose residents
have made lantern-making a
sort of livelihood even dur-
ing the days yet of their
grandparents,

Indeed, il one is in Las
Pinas City and rides a pas-
senger  jeepney from
Barangay Zapote to the
world-famous “Musical Bam-
boo Organ™ Church in
barangay Manuyo through
Reul St., he will pass by
Barangay Benigno Aldana,
where the street display of
lanterns can be seen.

Barangay Aldana is the
place of the Christmas lan:
terns-makers of Las Pinas
City

Marilou Julio Cunanan,
29, a daughter of former
Councilman Rolando Julio
and a resident of Barangay
Aldana, said as far as she
knows her lamily has been
engaged in Christmas lantern-

by WILLY IRINCO

making,

She said her grandfather.
Pacifico Julio, her father,
Rolando Julio, have be&n
making lanterns.

She related the frame of
the lantern is made of bam-
boo, which is bought rom
Cavite, a province close to
Las Pinas City.

The cover or skin for the
lantern is plastic sheet.

Previously, *“papel de
Jjapon", a colored paper, was
used by the Julios in cover-
ing the lantern.

But the said paper is quite
soft and thin and could eas-
ily be destroyed by rainwa-
ter.

So, Marilou said, they
replaced the “papel de japon™
with plastic

Barangay Aldana Council-
man Boy Medina, 51, also a
lantern maker, said that their
“parols™ come in many sizes
and prices

Medina said for s nine-
inch size lantern, the price
18 P15.00; for size 12-inch

P20 1o P23; size 17-P40 and

size 24-P60.

He said the mentioned
sizes of “parols™ have no
rolls or rings. encircling the
five-sided lanterns,

The price of a size 24 with

lantern “pating” a protrud-
ing pyramid-like design of the
“parol”™ which resembles a
“balimbing fruit,” and with-
out roll, is P200. With a roll,
the cost is P250

Medina said a “tala,” a
size five feet “parol” with
“pating,” is priced a1 P500.

He said the special size
four feet with “Belen” and
roll costs P2,000.

Medina said lantern-mak-
ing in barangay Aldana which
involves more than 100 fami-
lies was pioneered by
Artemio Aguilar, a mason,
in the 1950s.

By mid-year in June,
Aguilar left his masonry work
and began to make frames
for his lanterns.

By August, Aguilar began
to paste the cover of the
“parols™ and by November,
the lanterns were ready.

Medina said the biggest
customer ol Barangay Aldana
lantern-makers today is the
province of Cavite.

He said every December,
all the barangays in Cavile
hold a competition to beau-
tify their streets using lan-
terns

And with gusto, the
Cavitenos buy all the lanterns
ol Barangay Aldana. (PNA)

COCO
OVER

QUEZON CITY -- The
negotiakions Look at least two
years. Finally last wecek,
President Joseph Estrada
ordered the creation of a P50-
billion trust fund for coco-
nut farmers from the proceeds
of sequestered coconut levy
Tunds.

The announcement should
have been met with jubila-
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FARMERS LAMBAST ESTRADA
SE OF LEVY PROCEEDS

by MA. CRISTINA V. RODRIGUEZ

RELE

tion by the country's 3
million coconut farmers. Yet,
it has been greeted with
bitterness and anger by the
farmers® groups and advo-
cates which had determinedly
pursued the fund’'s creation.
In a press conference this
week, these groups released
several statements saying they
feel betrayed and called

(_‘0(_,‘() LEVY: Suspicious.

President Joseph Estrada's
Executive Order 313, i1ssued
Nov. 9, “cronyism at its
best. ™ )

The Multisectoral Task
Force on the Coco Levy
(MSTF), the citizens' body
negotiating for the larmers
on the coconul levy funds,
called EO 313 “a step buck
ward and a clear setback to
the struggle of the small
coconut  farmers.” The
Alyvansa ng mega Kilusang
Magsasaka (Kilos-Siaka),
which groups some 20 peas-
ant groups and support
groups, also lambasted the
Estrada order, saying it was
4 “betrayal of the trust”
by small coconul
on the administra

placed
[armers
Lion
The MSTF stutement was
signed for the task force
members by Osear “Ka Oca”
F. Suntos of the Coconul
Industry Reform Movement
(COIR), Efren “Ka
M Villusenor of  the

Efren”

Pambansang Koalisyon ng
mpea Samahan ng Magsasaka
at Manggagawa sa Niyugan
(PKSMMN), Vicente “Ka
Vie” Fabe of the Pambansang
Kilusan ng mga Samahang
Magsasaka (PAKISAMA),
Romeo C, Royandoyan of the
Philippine Peasant Institute
(PPI), and Congpressmun
Wigberto E. Tanada.

Other members of the task
lorce include
Concepeion Ir of the Bish
ops-Businessmen's Confer
ence (BBC), and lawyers
Mario Ongkiko and Camilo
Subio

These proups scored EO
313 for denying the fund's
“public nature,” and lor
conceding o industry big
wigs' contention that the
funds are private, and there
fore, beyond government
control, The bigwigs include

Jose

Estrada Iriend and political
supporter Edwardo " Danding”
Cojuangeo

“"How

can the executive

order saleguard the interest
of the millions of poor farm-
ers when in the first place
it disputes the public char-
acter of the coconut levy
funds?” asked Joey Faustino
of the Coconut Industry
Reform (COIR) Movement,
Inc.

The coconut levy funds,
estimated to amount now Lo
P100 billion but
suspected to be much preater,
2rew oul ol a nine-year levy

at |east

imposed on coconut exports
under martial law. The levy
was suspended in 1982, and
the fund placed under gov-
erimnent sequestration alter
the fall of the Marcos dic
tatorship 1n 1986

Audited that yeur
the Tund was fTound to have

simne

coconut
industry leaders chielly
Cojuangeo, then also o Iriend
and Ferdinand
Miircos - to build his com
panmes, among others, the San
Miguel Corporation. The fund

been invested by

cronv ul

was also found to have been
spent on such items as g
scholarship program by
Imelda Marcos, or donated
for Mrs. Marcos' pet projects
such as the Coconut Palace,
the Miss Universe Pageant
and the World Chess Cham-
pionship, among others.
What remains of the funds °
should fall under government
control, and at least one-third
ol its income should be used
to directly benefit small
coconut farmers, MSTF,
Kilos-Saka and their allied
proups have argued.
Instead, EO 313 consoli-
dates private control over the
coconul levy funds by allo
cating one-fifth of its inter-
est income to the Coconut
Planters Federation
(Cocofed), controlled by the
iwo biggest coconut planiers
in the Philippines, Cojuangco
and Ma, Clara Lobregat, by
assuring the planters a seat
in the council that would

(Page 11, please)
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