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TEN-HOUR POWER

OUTAGE ON LUZON
Al FANNED RUMORS OF
A8 A COUP D’ETAT AND
THE IMPOSITION OF MAR-
TIAL LAW. EVENTS ARE OC-
CURRING SIMULTANEOUSLY
SO SWIFTLY AND ARE
ADULTERATED BY UN-
FOUNDED RUMORS BEFORE
THE PEOPLE CAN REACT
TO THEM. ¢ An

editorial report
by ERIC S. GIRON

MASS ACTIONS: Anti-Estrada faction in a Makati rally last week, Me: muluk pro-Erap sympathizers are llsu conducting
Page their own (emonstrations. (Today)




by ERIC S. GIRON
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TEN-HOUR power outage on Luzon fanned rumors of a coup d’etat
and the imposition of martial law. Events are eccurring simulta-
neously so swiftly and are adulterated by unfounded rumors before
the people can react to them.

This has been exacerbated
by national security adviser
Alexander Aguirre's warning
that the soldiers and himself
are ready to ''shed blood"
against any plot to overthrow
the Estrada government.

The nation split up into
two camps for and against
President Joseph Estrada
whom the Catholic hierarchy
accused of having lost moral
ascendancy with his involve-
ment in gambling and whom
widow Corazon Aquino
called upon to resign as
President, and the Malacafian
and party loyalists.

Estrada shed off civility
in lashing back at his imme-
diate predecessor Fidel V.
Ramos for pretending to act
like a friend but in reality
was out to destabilize the
government, Ramos had
called upon Cabinel secre-
taries who had served under
his term to quit the '‘inef-
fective Estrada government."'
Ramos is suspected of an-
gling for another term,

The Philippine National
Police exposed a well-funded
campaign headed by Ramos
to create a state of disorder
and chaos in the Estrada
regime with street riots and
to magnify impeachable
Estrada government scandals,
transactions and activities.
This entails heavy funding to
enlist active and retired
military and police officers,
public relations and research
groups.to put in action the
scenario patterned after that
of Indonesia.

Ramos was named as the
mastermind of the campaign
which names big Chinese
financiers as contributors of
whopping millions of pesos.
A P125 million pledge was
made by the supplier of the
armed Forces and National
Police, garment tycoon
Catalino Tan. Tan also
pledged P35 million raised
by *“‘Chinese-Filipino friends
and overseas contacts in
Taiwan and China."’

Asia World chain owner
Tan Yu pledged P25 million
from Hong Kong contacts and
associates in the Philippines.
Rizal Commercial Banking
Corp. chairman Alfonso
Yuchengco reportedly
pledged P15 million from his
Philippines group. The
Gotianum family developing
real estate have PS5 million
pledge.

The Lakas-NUCD party of
Ramos is affiliated with
Christian Democrats [nterna-
tivnal which committed P25

million. The Urban Bank shut
down last April when it went
on a bank holiday pledged
P10 million to its chairman
emeritus Ramos, and PS5
million each were pledged by
the Filipino-Chinese Cham-
bers of Commerce and the
Pangasinan business group.

The President and his
family have been accused of
receiving tainted jueteng
proceeds and have been
publicly vilified.

This even before Congress
has verified the charges of
Ilocos Sur jueteng kingpin
Gov. Luis (Chavit) Singson,
on the basis of a 2l-page
ledger containing code names
and corresponding sums of
gambling payoffs.

The President's sons, San
Juan Mayor Jinggoy Estrada
and his brother Jude, were
summoned Lot he senate blue-
ribbon inquiry. Jinggoy
turned the table on accuser
Singson who, he said, made
the expose after a fellow
gambler, Charlie (Atong)
Ang, rejected his request for
a free Bingo 2-Ball franchise
(which costs P1 million). The
bingo is a variation of
jueteng.

Jinggoy said Singson was
afraid he would be questioned
on the missing P200 million
[locos Sur funds which he
claimed to have withdrawn,
giving P130 million to Presi-
dent Estrada and investing
P40 million in two flue-cur-
ing barns. Singson listed the
two Estrada brothers in his
ledger as beneficiaries of
jueteng proceeds. This they
denied.

But investigating Sens.
Rene Cayetano and Raul
Roco said the brothers' tes-
timonies do not ‘‘hold much
water'’ as they were expected
to deny Singson's allegations.

Even First Lady Loi
Ejercito was not spared from
Singson's wagging tongue.
He said he gave her P20
million. The only thing which
Mrs. Estrada admitted hav-
ing received from Singson
was a videoke recorder
during her medical mission
to Vigan, the Ilocos Sur
capital, She was told it is
cheap and certainly would not
cost P20 million or she would
return it,

Mrs. Estrada was also the
victim of a canard circulated
about town that she had died
at noon. She appeared live
on television to disprove that
she was dead. President
Estrada was irale about the
rumor and said *‘maitim ang

budhi’’ of whoever concocted
it.

SENATE OUSTER BIDS

There was a Senate move
to oust Franklin Drilon as
Senate president because of
his close affiliation with Cory
Aquino, who had asked
President Estrada to step
down in line with the
Cardinal’s indictment. Drilon
admitted maintaining close
personal ties with Mrs,
Aquino but said she had made
no attempt to influence his
actions.

But then one senator pro-
posed that Drilon be replaced
by Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile
or Senate Pro Tempore Blas
Ople, who preceded Drilon
as Senate head. Ople is now
in Indonesia

Another proposal was Lo
replace Sen. Rene Cayetano
as chairman of the justice
commiltee because he was
perceived as lawyering for
Singson who blew the whistle
on President Estrada.

Blue-ribbon chairman
Aquilino Pimentel Jr, thus
deemed it vital that the Presi-
dent himself testify at the
Senate because Singson's
revelations ‘‘are hurting the
presidency to the core,"" and
ti would be more effective
if he personally confronted
Singson than refute him
through surrogates.

Cayetano suggested the
President could testify from
Malacanan through a hookup
to the Senate as US Presi-
dent Bill Clinten ‘did from
the White House.

SINGSON
CORROBORATED

Former Police Chief
Roberto Lastimoso corrobo-
rated Singson's claim that he
was ordered by President
Estrada to coordinate jueteng
operations with Singson.
Singson claimed Estrada
received P10 million monthly
from jueteng.

The testimony of presiden-
tial adviser on legal affairs
Anton Prieto corroborated
Singson's claims, Cayetano
claimed. He asked why the
President did not immediately
fire Prieto after Singson listed
him among the monthly re-
cipients ol jueteng payola.

The congressmen asked
the Senate not to proceed with
its own inquiry because the
House had filed the impeach-
ment complaint, They
doubted that the Senate could
come up with two-thirds of
its members to try the Presi-

RUMORS
MUDDLE

SEN. ENRILE: Wants snap poll.

dent. In case the Senate
failed, that would be a sce-
nario for constitutional cri-
sis, the House members
pointed out.

But Pimentel said the
House justice committee will
probably kill the impeachment
resolution because a major-
ity of 50 or so commiltee
members have to vote in
order that the 219-member
House will hear it

The outnumbered opposi-
tion has only ten members
in the justice panel. On the
other hand, the 18 senators
with the blue-ribbon commit-
tee consulted by Pimentel and
the Senate majority agreed
the inquiry should continue.

House approval of the
impeachment complaint will
set off lengthy debates while
rejection could trigger pub-
lic protests. The House has
145 days to send the impeach-
ment charges to the Senate
for trial which could take

months. Sen. John Osmena
said impeachment will fail
because the administration
party has the numbers while
the evidence is insufficient.

SNAP ELECTION?

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile
called for a snap election
before President Estrada's
tenure ends in 2004, He said
it would address ‘‘the cur-
rent political and economic
crisis spawned by the seri-
ous accusations of bribery,
graft and betrayal of public
trust'' by Governor Singson
lodged against the President
for allegedly collecting from

Jueteng and tobacco.

Enrile's proposal was
instantly swatted down by 11
senators including the oppo-
sition, Only four senators
approved the resolution.

Senate President Franklin
Drilon said the Constitution
provides [or
tion il the positions

special elec
ul }'I\'\i

dent and Vice President are
vacant. But a snap election
is unconstitutional. -

Congress is morally and
legally bound to provide a
speedy solution to the lead-
ership crisis by calling a spap
election for President, Enrile
stated. He regards impeach-
ment '‘a long-drawn politi-

cal trial that will continue to *

divide the nation and plunge
the country deeper into po-
litical turmoil and ruin to an
irreversible situation which
the people do not want,"'
As defense secretary in
1986, Enrile invited then
Constabulary Chief Fidel
Ramos to join him in seced-
ing from the Marcos dicta-
torship, They joined the
People Power revolt inspired
by the assassination of Ninoy
Aquino and led by his widow
Cory that toppled Marcos and
exiled him to Honolulu,
A snap election was first
(Next page, pleass)




broached by Sen. Raul Roco,
a loser in the last presiden-
tial election, as a more vi-
able solution to the presiden-
tial crisis. But Lakas Sen.
Teofisto Guingona Jr. said a
snap poll *'is a way out of
acconntability, "'

President Estrada wel-
comes a snap election al-
though he admitted it was
“‘constitutionally impos-
sible.’" Opposition leaders
view a snap election as a
‘‘diversionary tactic'’ to
enable Mr. Estrada to skirt
impeachment proceedings.

e e @

VILLAR SPEEDS
PROBE

Speaker Manuel Villar set
in motion the House inves-
tigation of the impeachment
proceedings against President
Estrada and dispose of it on
the third day of hearing by
setting public hearings even
during the two-week Hallow-
een break from Oct. 28 lo
Nov. 2.

Villar assured a ‘‘fair,
independent and impartial
hearing’' on the charges of
‘‘alleged bribery, graft and
corruption, culpable violation
of the Constitution and be-
trayal of public trust'’ filed
by 42 congressmen dominated
by oppositionists.

Quezon Rep. Danilo P.
Suarez said 156 majority
coalition members had signed
a manifesto support for the
President which he passed
around and an appeal to
respect constitutional process.
Suarez said the opposition
could no longer muster the
73 votes needed to cut short
the impeachment process.

Reps. Joker Arroyo and
Agipito Aquino did not sign,
A former executive secretary
when Mrs, Cory Aquino was
President, Arroyo said he had
yet Lo evaluate the evidence,
Aquino said proof of guilt
must first be shown.

Congress opened Wednes-
day with less than ten mem-
bers present at 9:30 a.m. and
by afternoon lacked ¢uorum
because less than 60 were
present. The members were
chatting in colfee
playing golf or staying in their
districts rather than involve
themselves in the impeachment
against the President.
This delayed discussion on the
P725-hillion

e iz it

houses,

maove
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quorum wis also
coused by Malbegnnn
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mnequi-
Lies funds
released

Inside the House
stralors
Estrada’
the filing of the
impeach Estrada, Outside the
Batasang Pambansa 1he
Bagong Alayansang Maka-
bavan with ahout 500 rallyists
supported the represenfatives

Cmon
witl lmpeach
banners applauded

mofjon Lo

advocating impeachment.
ACCUSATIONS

Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile
accused Sen, Renc Cayetano
of spreading the rumor that he
led the plot to oust Drilon as
Senate president. He called
Cayelano an ingrate, saying he
was someonc ‘‘whom 1 liter-
ally fed and protected in his
hour of need."" Cayetano de-
nied the charge, saying il was
QC Rep. Mike Defensor who
was behind the oust-Drilon
plot.

President Estrada expressed
support for Drilon '*as a good
friend and a loyal parly mem-
ber'' and blamed the opposi-
tion for spreading rumors that
Malacafian wants him out.
Estrada said the Lapiang
Masang Pilipino and he were
solidly behind Drilon, that the
rumors were intended to di-
vide the party members.

The opposition was said to
have instigated Singson's al-
legation that the President
received over P400 million
from jueteng over 21 months.

Vice President Gloria M.
Arroyo, another pretender to
the presidency, disclaimed lalk
about her connections with
Central Luzon juecteng opera-
tor Rodolfo (Bong) Pineda,
reported to have fled 1o the
United States. Arroyo said her
link was with Pineda's wife,
Porac Mayor Lilia Pineda, who
was present al the Senate
inquiry. Arroyo said she had
no conneclion whatsoever with
gambling.

e ®

PAGCOR GAVE
CHURCH P181-M UP
TO 2000

Why did Jaime Cardinal Sin
and the Catholic Bishops®
Conference of the Philippines
censure Presidenm Estrada for
involvement in gambling when
Chairman Alice Reyes of the
Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation revealed
P1&1 million had been given
five archdioceses and at least
50 Catholic Church-based non-
government organizations?

This Sen. John Osmena
asked after Reyes testified
hefore the Senate blue-ribbon
inquiry Tuesday on the hear-
ing into slleged jucteng pay
offs to government officials.
Reyes identified the groups
who huave received the huge
donations and those thst con-
tinue getting the benefit until
NOW

Among the recipients ure
De 1a Sulle University System,
the Loyola House of Studies
University and
Santuario de San Antonio
Parish in Makati City.

Among other beneficiaries
were religious reundations and
on Luzon, the
Visayns and Mindanao. And
vet the Catholic Church has
heen consistently denouncing
povernment leniency towards
pambling, whether legal or

of Alenco
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GOVERNMENT POISES
OVERALL REFORMS

The Congress hearings on
jueteng and other forms of
gambling were described as a
**political circus because of the
election next year'' by Press
Undersecretary Mike Toledo.
He scotched rumors of Cabi-
nel replacements.

President Joseph Estrada
stood firm on his commitment
that his official family will
remain intact except for Lakas
opposition Vice President
Gloria M. Arroyo who quit as
secretary of social welfare as
she launched into building
political fences for the 2001
and 2004 clections.

Toledo scotched rumors that
Executive Sec. Ronaldo
Zamora and Education Secc.
Andrew Gonzalez may be
replaced, citing the President's
clear instruction: let us con-
tinue working.

Sec. Zamora took the op-
portunity to name a package
of government reforms in the
face of talk that he might be
relieved by cither Rep. Joker
Arroyo or Ambassador Ernesto
Maceda to  Washinglon.
Zamora said the reform ini-
tintives were “‘far from cos-
metic.'* The package includes:

Peace negotiations with the
rebel Moro Islamic Liberation
Front in Mindanao, the Com-
munist Party of the Philippines
and its affiliate National Demo-
cratic Front and military arm,
the New People's Army.
Zamora gave more importance
o peace agreements than the
resolution of the jueleng scan-
dal.

The President proposes (o
come out with business ane
economic reforms to shore up
private and public (rade ind
industry by puiting to resl

PRES. ERAP: Kissing babies not enough.

charges of cronyism and cor-
ruption in the administration

Measures arc under study
to cope with political problems
which have raised the concern
of the International Monetary
Fund over releasing the lasl
tranche of a $100 million loan
to the Philippines which in-
tends to exit from IMF tufe-
lage this year. The President
does not want health and
education nor pro-poor inilis-
tives 1o suffer from the jueteng
conlroversy.

JIMENEZ EXTRADI-
TION RULED BY
HIGH COURT

The Supreme Court ruled
on the extradition of Mark
Jimenez, a fugitive from a
standing Florida court warrant
of arrest for charges of US wire
fraud, and illegal campaign
contributions for political can-
didates for which he is sought
by the United States govern-
ment.

US Embassy spokesman
Thomas Skipper said his gov-
ernment welcomes the decision
to send Jimenez packing back
to the States because it wants
him prosecuted for the of-
fenses. Jimenez has remained
a fugitive from US law ever
since President Joseph Estrada
gave him sanctuary in the
Philippines.

But now the Supreme Courl
has asked the Justice Depart-
ment to prepare the ground for
his extradition. The depariment
is evaluating the evidence
pertinent to Jimenez's exira-
«ition. While under DOJ in-
vestigation, Jimenez can be
placed under arrest only if the
exiradition case is filed.

In the abscrnce of a legal
sanction to held him tempo-
rarily, Jimenez might flec to
some other country which has
no exiradition treaty with the

US and continue
justice.

However, the justice depart-
ment by its own discretion can
bar Jimenez from skipping the
country,

Justice Undersecretary
Regis Puno said his department
was ‘‘very happy'' over the
SC decision. He called il &
**doctrinal pronouncement'’
that  could  guide the
department’s moves. He said
the justice department’s next
move is to file the case in court
to extradite Jimenez.

to elude

ELECTRIC POWER
CONKS OUT,
SABOTAGE CHARGED

An electric power substa-
tion in San Manuel, Pangasinan
tripped at 5:41 a.m. Friday
(Oct. 20) and instantly sabo-
lage was suspected. At 10:35
a.m. the lightning arrester and
icansformer of the San Jose
(Bulacan) transmission line
conked out and rumors of a
military takcover flew aboul
town.

The biggest line carrying
500,000 volts between San
Manuel and San Jose either had
a short circuit or weas cut, it
was surmised by Napocor
president Federico Puno who
took a helicopter (0 make an
aerial survey of the power line
to find out what was wrong.

It was finally concluded
there was a system overload.
Most affected areas were pro
vided 600 megawalls of -elec-

tricity by the Leyte, Angat and
Kalayaan plants. The Santa
Rita plant in Batangas, together
with the Malaya, Sucat and
Limay thermal plants, was
tapped by the National Power
Corporation to reinforce elec-
tricity.

The power outage from
more than hall past five in the
morning forced Metrorail op-
erations lo stop Iwice as the
passenger buildup grew at the
Taft Avenue and E. de los
Santos Avenue terminals. Fif-
teen trains were running when
the 5:41 outage occurred and
operations were resumed at
8:20 a.m., until power was
again cut at 10:45 a.m.

Phone lines were oul. Digi-
tal facilities are electrically
operated and batteries can last
only up to five hours. But this
was aboul a ten-hour outage.
By 4 p.m. the Metro Manila
arcas had regained electricity
although parts of Makati re-
mained without electricity.

Many government workers
and students were sent home
by noontime and by 2 p.m.
most of them were home. In
Pasig City, almost 100 percent
of the employes were present
and no half-day work was
declared. If they went home,
they could have added to the
traffic with Light Railway and
Metrostar Express trains de-
mobilized. The city hall em-
ployes processed documents
and other papers manually.

Fortunately, there were
enough jeepneys and buses Lo
ferry the commulters.
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More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build
classrooms?*” |
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classtooms have been
Gaming  Corporation than just casinos, than just built from income_remitted to the President’s Social
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the Fund, providing learning facilities o thousands of
many roles it plays and the many tasks it periorms, Filipirio school children, whose lives are among the
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education. millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters, And PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusemen! & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible (.zming
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ESS FREEDOM HEROES

IUS Njawe, editor in chief of

the independent newspaper Le

Messager, is Cameroon’s most

beleaguered journalist and one

of Africa’s most courageous
!'rghters for press freedom. Since
1990, he has been arrested more than
30 times and has faced legal action
on charges ranging from defaming
the hcad of state to publishing false
information. Copies of his publica-
tions, the weekly Le Messager and
the satirical biweekly magazine Le
Messager Popoli, have been hanned
and seized on numerous occasions.
Le Messager has been censored and
closed down, its office equipment
confiscated and its young and dedi-
cated staff arrested, fined or tortured
in an effort by President Paul Biya
to silence the critical voice of the
country’s few independent papers.

Njawe was born on March 4, 1957.
He worked for the weekly La Gazette
and the daily Donala Express before
founding Le Messager in 1979. At just
22 years of age, he was the youngest
newspaper owner in Cameroon.

In November 1992, following the ban-
ning of Le Messager by the gnv::rumt:nl
and after receiving threats to his life,
he was forced into exile. He launched
a substitute paper, Le Messagere, in
Benin. Although unofficially accused of
crimes including gun running, sedition

and dealing in drugs and counterfeit
money, Njuwe returned to Cameroon in
February 1993 and promptly founded the
Cameroon Organization for Press Free-
dom (Ocalip) the next month.

Njawe, also president of the Central
Africa Press Editors’ Union and 4 member
of the UNESCO Consultative Group on
Press Freedom, has been imprisoned on
three occasions. He was jailed for two
months in 1995 for “‘abuse and slan-
der’’ of the chief of police, and in 1996
he was sentenced to six months in jail
for publishing an article and two car-
toons in Le Messager Popoli insulting
the president of the republic. After serving
one month of his sentence, he was granted

a provisional release. *‘This is part of
1hc permanent harassment .. part of the
pressure they have been attempting (o
exert on us since the foundation of Le
Messager, to silence us,"”’ Njawe told
reporters at the time. “"However, as we
have always said, a thousand trials will
not silence us."'

Njawe was arrested again on Dec. 24,
1997, and sentence 0 (WO years in prison
and a fine of 500,000 Central African
francs (US$1,000), this time for *‘spread-
ing false news'' in an article entitled
‘‘Is the President 11?"" The article re-
ported that Biya might have suffered a
heart attack while watching a football

We dunphed his own puper,, le Messager atage 22 and organized
Joumnalists by toundlng the Cameroon Organization of Press
He sllll pubilshes, despite previous exile and several arrests,

IPI REPORT

TR "M

I’Islfh'b% FREEDOM HEROES

match, Njawe's sentence was later re-
duced on appeal to one year in prison
and a 300,000 CFA f{ranc fine. He was
pardoned by presidential decree and
released on Oct. 12, 1998, following
months of pressure from local and in-

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given that lhe eslale of the
late GUMERCINDO T, DEL ROSARIO who died
on March 17, 1877 al Poblacion, Sllang, Cavlite
has been extrajudicially seltled among his heirs
in a document entitled “Extrajudicial Seltlement
of Estate of the Late Gumercindo T, Del Hosario”
under Doc. No. 446; Page No, 91; Book No. 71
Serjes of 2000 of Notary Public Atly. lrineo A
Anarna ol Silang, Cavite
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ternational press free-
dom organizations,

During his 10-
month imprisonment,
Njawe shared a dun-
geon-like cell with
more than 100 other
prisoners, most of
them convicted of
robbery. murder and
other felonies. His
wife, who was late
N0 Pregnancy.,
physically abused by
a prison administra-
tor on the occasions
when she brought
Njawe food and
linen. She subse-
quently suffered a
miscarriage. Writing
by flashlight from
Cell No. 15 in Doula
State Prison, Njawe
said: “*I know [ am
paying for my stub-
bornness in  my
struggle for the past
18 years in Le

was

Messager and |other]
organizations 1o
broaden democratic
freedom in Cameroon
and Africa. I'm pay-
ing for having pre-
ferred my indepen-
dence 10 compro-
mise."”’

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF MANILA
BRANCH 37

IN THE MATTER OF THE CORRECTION
OF ENTRY IN THE RECORD OF BIRTH OF
SP PROC
GEZELLE ANNE C BALOLONG-BAMBALAN,
assisted by her mother HAZEL B BAMBALAN
Patilioner
- VBISUS
THE CIVIL REGISTRAR OF MANILA
Responden!

AMENDED ORDER

In # verilied Petition for Correction of Enlry, the Pe:
\itioner prays. (nfer alia. thal aller dus nolice publication
and hearing. an Order be rendered directing the Civil Registry
of Manila lo cause the correctipn of enlry in Ihe Cerlificate
of Live Birth of the Pelitioner s daughter, as fo her name
from Gezelle Anne C Balolong to Gezelle Anne B Bambalan
and her parent’s date of martiage lrom June 22 1964 1o

NO 00-98305

June 16, 1999

Finding the Pelition to be sullicient in form and sub-
slance. lel the Pelilion be sel lor hearing on November
10, 2000 at nine o'clock in the morning befora lhis Branch
silting at Rooms 426-427, Fourlh Floor, Manila Cily Hall
All interested paries are hereby nolified of the said hear-
ing and are ordered lo show cause why the Palilion should
nol be granied

Lel a copy of this Order be published, al Ihe expense
ol the Pelilioner, once a week for three (3) conseoulive
weeks in a newspaper of general ciculalion in the Cily
of Manila. lo be selecled by raffle pursuant lo P.D. No
1079

Furnish the Office of the Solicitor General, and the
Civil Registrar of Manila wilh copies of ihe Pelilion and
of this Order

SO ORDERED

Manila. Seplember 29, 2000

\ VICENTE A HIDALGO
Judge
WE FORUM
Ocl. 16, 23 & 30, 2000
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ESS FREEDOM HEROES

GERMAN
ORNES

GERMAN Ornes,
editor and pub-
lisher of the daily
El Caribe and an
important figure
in the development of
the Inter American
Press Association, was a
staunch defender of
press freedom -in the
Dominican Republic and
the Americas for more

than half a century.

Born on July 30, 1919,
in Santo Domingo, Domini-
can Republican, German
Emilio Ornes Coiscou stud-
ied law at the University of
Santo Domingo before begin-
ning his career in journal-
ism in 1940 as a reporter
for El Caribe.

As a young man, Ornes
was in the vanguard of the
fight apzinst the authoritar-
ian rule of the dictator,
General Rafael Leonidas
Trujillo Melina, who domi-
nated the West Indian coun-
iry by ruling personally from
1930 to 1947 and indirectly
thereafter until his assassi-
nation in May 1961.

Barely escaping to Puerto .

Rico in 1955 after he was
jailed and EI Caribe confis-

cated by the Trujillo regime,
Ornes never Slt'lppt'll l‘PI‘l)."
ing the dictatorship in his
country. After living in ex-
ile in Puerto Rico, Cuba, and
the United States, where he
wrote for several publica-
tions, he returned to the
Dominican Republic follow-
ing Trujillo’s death in 1961
to become editor and pub
lisher of El Caribe, quickly
reestablishing the daily as the
leading Dominican newspa-
per.

A champion of free speech
and freedom of the press,
Ornes was clected a mem-
ber of the board of direc-
tors of the Inter American
Press Association in 1962 and
played an important role in
the development of the hemi
spheric organization dedi-
caled to defending press
freedom throughout the
Americas, He was [APA's
president in 1978-1979,
headéd its Committee on
Freedom of the Press and
Information for several years,
and also chaired other work-
ing committees within the

Associalion.

Ornes was at the forefrom
of opposition to demands for
a4 New World Information and
Communication Order, which
he 1dentified as a
threat to a press, He
was pivotal in drafting the
Declaration of Chapultepec,
which took its name from the
IAPA Hemisphere Confer
ence on Free Speech, held
al Chapuliepec Castle in
Mexico Cily in March 1994
Bringing together political

SCrious
free

leaders, journalists, writers,
academics, constitutional
lawyers, and private citizeny
from the Americas, the con-
ference lorged a document
containing 10 principles
necessary for a [ree press
to be able Lo perform its
essential role in a democracy
The Chapultepec Declaration,
based on the coneept that ''no
law or act of government may
limit freedom of expression

blic,

: -g/////&///"/:j/i.
edio

7

hls cxreer 1o the strugg!e for presé free_dbm in

a5 artested for challenging his country’s
number of countries to continue his writing |

or of the press, whatever the
medium, ™" has been endorsed
by many heads ol state and
thousands of privale citizens
throughout the Americas
Alter a lengthy illness,
Ornes died on April 14, 1998,
the same day El Curibe, the
newspaper to which he dedi
cated his life, celebrated its
S50th anniversary, Less than
one month belore his death,
a high-level IAPA delegation
traveled to Samto Domingo
to confer on Ornes the title
of honorary chairman of the
Committee on Freedom of the
Press and Information in
recognition of his unceasing
advocacy of press freedom
in the Western hemisphere
over more than live decades
“"We mourn the loss of a dear
colleague, teacher and friend,
but we rejeice in having
learned from him and fought
alongside him against major
violations of [reedom of the
press perpetrated by dicta-
tors throughout the hemi
sphere,”" said IAPA Presi-
dent Oliver Clarke. “'Cer-
tainly, we have lost a friend,
but we will always cherish
this giant of press freedom.”’

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
KALOOKAN CITY, METRO MANILA

RURAL BANK OF ALABAT (QUEZON) INC
Morlgageels
+ VBrsus
SPS. BASILIO & AMELIA FAVORITO
Morlgagor/s

Exira-judicial foreclosure
Of Real Eslale Morlgage
Under Act 3135

as amended

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial pelition lor sale under Acl 3135, as amended by acl
4,18 liled by RURAL BANK OF ALABAT (QUEZON) INC. mortpageels, wilh
principal office and poslal address al Alabal, Quezon againsl SPS. BASILIO
ANICETO M. FAVORITO & AMELIA FAVORITO, morlgagor/s, wilh residence
and postal addi"ss al No 46 Benelil St, GSI|S Froj 8, Quezcn Cily, e
salisfy the morlgage indebledness which as ol Seplember 30, 2000 amouni lo
EIGHT HUNDRED EIGHTY EIGHT THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED FIFTEEN
PESOS and 68/100 (PBBB 91568) Philippine Currency, including/excluding
interesls, penallies, allorney's lees, plus sherill's fees and all other necessary
axpenses ol fereclosure ard sale, the Clerk of Courl & Ex-Officie Sheril of
Caloocan Cily thru the undersigned Sherifl hereby gives nolice le all inlerested
parties and lol he public in general thal on November 20, 2000 al ten o clock

in the morming (1000 am ) er soon Iherealler infronl ol lhe main enirance of
Caloocan Cily Hall Annex, Aurelia Bidg , 9th Ave , corner Rizal Ave Exl Grace
Park, Caloocan Cily, she ot her duly Authorized Shenif will sell al public auction
tol he highest bidder for cash and in Philippine Currency, the real estate propetty/
les togelher wilth all the improverients exisling lhereon, 1o wit
TRANSFER CERTIFIGATE OF TITLE NO. 297416
A parcel of land (Lel 1B-C, ef the subd plan, Psd-007501-0033280-D
beiny a portion ol Lol 18, BIk 11, Psd-36264, L RC Rec No 63563) sil C
In Brgy of Novaliches, Caloocan Cily, Melro Manila, Island of Luzon Bounded
on the N along line 1-2 by Lol 18-B. en the E _ along line 2-4 by Lol 18:E
both of the subd plan; on the S  along line 4-5 by Lot 17, Blk 11, Psd-36264
and on Ihe W along lines 5-6-1 by Albangbang Slreel (Road Lol 28, Pes
3134) on Ihe Southern portion poinls 3-6 inclusive Perpelual Right af Way
(3.00 m wide) is provided x % x x conlaining an area of ONE HUNDRED
TWENTY ONE SQUARE METERS AND FORTY E!GHT SQUARE DECIME
TERS (121 48) more or less
Frospeclive buyers or bidders are hereby eajoined lo (avesligale lof them
selvas the lille lo the said properly/ies and encumbrances thereon, il any there
be
Caloocan Cily, Melro Manila. Octobei 12, 2999
NOTE In ihe evenl lhal Mece 15 only one (1) bidder of the scheduled date
ol sale, the same |s resel lo Dec 11, 2000 al same lime and place
(Sad) PAZ G PALANCA
(Sgd ) ERLITO DS BACHO Ex-Oflicio Sherill
SHERIFF INCHARGE
WE FORUM
Oct. 28, 30 & Mev. 6, 2000

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 97, QUEZON CITY

RE PETITION FOR CORRECTION
OF IN ENTRY IN THE CIVIL
REGISTRY OF QUEZON CITY
ARNOLD JOSEPH D RILLERA'
TO "JOSEPH ARNOLD D RILLERA
SP PROC NO Q-00-41844
JOSEPH ARNOLD D RILLERA
Pealilioner

ORDER

WHEREAS, a pelilion lor cofreclion of eniries in the Cerlilicale ol Live
Birth of the Civil Registry of Quezon Cily from ARNOLD JOSEPH D. RILLERA
to JOSEFH ARNOLD D. RILLERA has been liled with this Cour

WHEREFORE 'NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN Ihat the instant petition will
bo heard on November 23, 2000 at B:30 o clock in the morning, belore this
Courl, selling al Roces 205-206, 2nd Floor, Hall of Justice Building, Diliman
Quezon Cily

Lel & copy of Ihs order be published al the expense of lhe palilioner
once a week for (hree (3) consecutive weeks in @ newspapar ol general
circulalion here in Quezon Cily

Likewise. lel copigs of Ihig order and the pelilion togelhes wilh |he annaxes
Iheralo be lurnished lo Ihe Oflice of the Solicilor General and Ihe oflice of
the Cily Prusecutor of Quezon Cily who may appear on behaM of the gov:
arnment

SO ORDERED

Quezon Cily, Melro Manila, Seplember 15 2000

(Sgd) OSCAR L LEVISTE

Judge
WE FORUM

Oct, 23, 30 & Nov. 6, 2000
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Erap woos urban poor

HE unsinkable President Joseph Estrada played demagogue

in acting his role of ‘““Erap para sa mahirap’’ by venting

his disenchantment with the widespreading move to im-

i peach him before an audience of squatters and the urban

poor in three successive days of visits to depressed Quezon City
areas.

On the day the impeachment case was filed against him
in Congress, thousands of multisectoral rallyists including
those who came in droves from the provinces crowded the
corner of Ayala Avenue and Paseo de Roxas in Makati’s
business district demanding that he quit. Confetti rained down
from the highrise windows near the stock exchange.

But the President was distributing land titles to the poor
families squatting in the area of Tala Leprosarium, Payatas
and barangay Commonwealth. The handout of land titles
was branded by a legislator as bribery.

But not all the landless could be pleased. Those who
were not fortunate to be blessed with free land were vocal
about their displeasure and have joined the ranks of the
nialcontent. ‘

In his display of magnanimity, the President issued
Presidential Decree 366 declaring 50 hectares of 60 reserved
for the Tala Leprosarium the site for new mass housing. The
decree signed August 30 leaves only ten hectares for the
hospital, the leper patients and their families.

The 900 lepers and the 3,000 members of their families
housed at the leprosarium do not pay rent as past govern-
ments decreed for the Tala property. But if they are in-
cluded with the 6,000 persons listed for grants in the mass
housing project, they may have to compete for lots with the
Caloocan squatters. Does that mean in the future they will
have to pay rent?

More than a dozen lepers, their faces shrouded to hide
their deformity, carried placards demanding the Estrada ouster
as they gathered with the rest of the crowd in front of the
stage at the basketball court where the President spoke. Their
cries were drowned out by jeers of the squatters who said
the lepers were there to make trouble. _

Also part of the crowd were those whose families had
pioneered settling down at Tala like one 35-year-old man
who was born there. Some had been occupying the land
without title since 1979. These people implored President
Estrada not to take away their land which they had devel-
oped for mass housing.

After developing the land the lepers and their families
felt bad about being stripped of their domicile only to be
given away to Caloocan squatters. They were asking if the
buildings they had put up will now be demolished to make
room for the new dwellers.

In his speech, President Estrada said Proclamation 366
was the fulfillment of his campaign promise to the poor residents
of Calvocan. Or was it his promise to his close friend Rep.
Luis (Baby) Asistio of Caloocan?

What about the lepers and families who pioneered there?

%  Will they also benefit from the land or will they be evicted?

EDITORIAL
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Sickening

THE SPECTACLE of our lop govern-
ment officials and religious leaders accus-
ing one another of graft and corruption, lack
of morals, and other crimes ad nauseam 1$
really sickening. This is because they do it
while the nation reels [rom the continuous
beating of the peso to a pulp, the descent
of peace and order into madness, and the
breakdown ol basic services by the Gov-
ernment.

I have just arrived from Baguio as | write
this. I stayed there for a week of spiritual
rejuvenation, a time to forget the cares and
worries of life. I thought 1 had gained much
strength 1o cope Wwith the stresses of city
life, only to find mysell throwing up my
hands as 1 reached Metro Manila. Rather,
covering my flat nose with my bare hands.

Basura! Mountains of them!

Mga anak ng huweleng talaga itong mga
lider natin -- sa pulitika ai sa relihiyon!
Wala nang ginawa kung hindi mag-away -
- al mangurakor!

Know why our people are almost up in
arms? Prov, 29:2 has the answer: “*When
the righteous increase, the people rejoice,
but when a wicked man rules, people groan.”’

EEREX

If John Hay's condition last year was
execrable, it's worse today -- today when
its ““deyelopment’ is supposed to be at
least one-third complete.

ONE'S WORTH

by MAXNOBLE

The famous 19th Tee Restaurant has
been demolished the roads leading to it
have been rerouted, the well-manicured
greens have become jungles of weeds, and
where used to stand an old, stately build-
ing now rises an elitist condominium, Also,
the main entrance is still boarded up; to
enter, you've to take the Loakan road.

Before I hired a Tamaraw FX for my
guests, 1 called up the office of John Hay’s
“‘developer’’ (someone close tot he pow-
ers that be like Lucio Tan), and was told
that the Club, as it’s now called, is once
again ready to welcome tourists.

What have they done to Baguio? 1 mean,
that ‘‘developer’” and the DPWH?

Some four kilometers of a main road
stretching from the Baguio Country Club
tot he site of the defunct Pines Hotel is
under “‘repair’’ and what a repair it is!

1 didn’t see one construction worker in

one week!
The point is: Don't go to Baguio now.

[ eer .
We.’Forum
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ANOTHER ERA, ANOTHER EXPOSE

by BUTCH DALISAY

& OR several days this past week,
“the Luis ““Chavit’’ Singson
Jueteng expose had Filipinos
glued to their seats in front of

their TV sets like only ‘‘Rosalinda”’
could. Maybe this wasn't sex, but it
certainly was sleaze, and of a mag-

PRES. ERAP: Too much at stake.

nitude that the Pinoy on the street
- grumbling over the four pesos he'd
now have to pay for a jeepney ride
— could barely comprehend.

Hundreds of millions of pesos were al-
leged to have changed hands, and what hands
they were -- one of them sporting, if Gov.
Singson is to be believed, a trademark
wristband.

It"s heavy drama, for sure, a made-for-
the-movies kind of plot complete with guns,
cops, pambling lords, bagmen., ambushes,
assassins, mistresses, monsignors, betrayal,
revenge, redemption and corruption in high
places. The likes of film producer **‘Mother""
Lily Monteverde, who can make a block-
buster out of a sensational crime story even
before the blood dries on the hedsheets,
should be able to go to town with this one

I suspect, however, thal this is one movie
that's never going Lo be made, or at least
not for a good many years, not until all the
principals involved shall have to put it
rosily joined their Creator, hopefully in
their sleep.

There's just too much at stuke, too much
that remains unsaid and unknown, for any
one to dare put together and put up the big
picture now. Besides, who would play whom
in this sleazeball saga? The custing prob-
lems alone would be immense, not that we
lack for mustachioed poons or stuntment

wailing in their police cars at streetcorners
to pounce on motorists sporting illegal
blinkers,

The Singson story, however, reminds me
of another expose from another corruption-
ridden era you guessed it, the Marcos
years. It gripped the nation then like only
the bomba movies of the period could, and
it was a bomba in its own right, with
Malacanang accused of wholesale bribery,
and screaming in (urn that it had been
maligned by **a vicious liar, a tool ol the
opposition, a seducer of minors... a sofl-
brained ambassador who closes bribery
transactions in his hospital room,"" to quote
some of the choice epithets hurled back at
the President's accuser

The man so described was Eduardo
Quintero, and the stage for his villainy -
or heroism, as it was for most other Fili-
pinos this side of the Pasig - was the 1971
Constitutional Convention, which had gone
on well into 1972, and was riven by com
peting attempts of those delegates who tried
Lo puarantee, constitulionally, that the
Marcoses would never get to succeed them-
selves, and those who schemed to ensure
that they did. The big dilference between
the Quintero and the Singson exposes was
that Malacatiang was then accused of giv-
ing out money, instead of raking it in.

Alex Magno recapitulates this moment in
his account of the Marcos years in

Kasaysavan: The Story of the Filipino People
(Manila: Asia Publishing, 1998, Volume 9)
On May 19, 1972, “‘delegate Eduardo
Quintero of Leyte, an ailing 72-year old
retired diplomat, revealed that he and a
number of fellow delegates had been re-
ceiving money from Marcos. The ‘payola’
had been going on for over a year, begin-
ning in March 1971. In exchange, the
delegates did what Marcos told them to do
in the convention."'

“The Quintero expose exploded like a
bomb."* Magno continues. *'It threatened the
credibility of the convention itself. It agi-
tated the anti-Marcos opposition and scan-
dalized the citizenry. In the days following
the revelation, cars drove around Manila
with signs that read ‘Mabuhay Quintero’
plastered on their sides.'*

Coming from Leyte, Quintero was elected
to the Con-Con with the support of the
Romualdezes. It was Imelda Marcos her-
sell, he said, who handed him envelopes
contaming a total of P11,150 which, guilt
stricken, he had not spent but put away in
a bank account

Gravely il with diabetes, nephritis, and
hypertension, Quintéro issued a statement
from his hospital bed. The affidavit was read
out on radio and TV and it named names
like there was no tomorrow (and for Quintero,
who died soon after this proved to be al-

(Page 9, please)

OF POLITICIANS AND STATESMEN

POLITICS, the pundit says, is organized
conflict about the use of public power

At its lowest, the conflict is concerned
with the acquisition of jobs by prt;dutnry.
ambitious politicians. At its most cynical
— which some incorrectly equate with the
realistic — the conflict is between two classes
of politicians: the appointed and the disap-
pointed.

The political world, as much as any other,
is often sordid, full of chicanery and in-
trigue. More than one politician has been
compelled, in order to succeed, 1o rise above
his principles.

Yel, the meaningful conflicts in politics
arise from differences in underlying values
— above all, disagreements aboul the de-
sirability and speed of social change. |If
politics is the story of the ambitious and the
self-secker, it is also the story ol convic-
tions and of principles, and the attempt to
put them into practice

Without a set of convictions, without a
basis of principles, without a desire for public
service, the state of politics and of contend-
ing parties becomes like competing jeepney
drivers blocking each other to get more riding
passengers along their route,

The essence of politics is power, the
struggle to obtain and to maintain it, and
the use made of it. Indeed, for some, politics
becomes a study of influence and the influ-
ential. And since political power can be
exercised only by a minority of the popu
lation, the study of politics becomes the study
of the ruling group — the elite

The role of statesman is humble, but
realistic. He acts on the basis of as wide
and appreciation of facts as he can master.

Politicians of vital elan may achieve and

realize power by their extraordinary skill
and daring. To them people are a mass to
be manipulated so that it will obey, work
and keep quiet. The statesman, on the other
hand, is guided by moral-political ideas in
the framework of a historic situation. His
existence convinces and forms a nation. He
does not produce imitalors bul successors.

Most politicians relish power, enjoy its
appearance, and may perhaps unthinkingly
content themselves with the seeming gran-
deur of noisily manifested temporary power.
The statesman, on the other hand, wants
the power that enables him to perform his
great task. He 1s sensitive to fluctuations
of real power, so as to meet any present
danger, but he cares nothing for the pomp
and glory of his power; he would rather
conceal it,

The statesman feels hiy position ol power
not as a claim on others but on himsell —
chance (o work, not (o swaggcr

The statesman feels responsibility beyond
human strength, though man must bear it
He has no authority above him to reler to
— none in the world.

Today, a statesman is 4 man who will
find the words that touch the inner motives
of innumerable individuals — that enlighten
and awaken them and thus create a public
consciousness. In simple language that hits
the mark, convinces logically, and interprets
visually, the statesman will implant the crucial
issues in the hearts ol men

Politics in this sense — thoughts and
actions that bring all encompassing order
inte the human community — 15 not a
profession to be learned

Stiutesmen are not produced by schools
ol polivical science. They ure neither pro-

HE |

fessionals nor specialists.  They represent
the ethos of a people, something that ev-
eryone should and could understand. States-
men are called to serve the common cause,
He must work with people as they really
are.  They make up his big world

To be a statesman today, a man must
risc by means of parties and elections —
over disheartening, humiliating obstacles. He
must take the way to power as it exists in
kis situation, in his time and in his country.

People tend to obey a great, confidence-
inspiring statesman. They take it for granted
that one will be given them, so one knows
whence or why to rid them of their own
responsibility.

Correspondingly, there are governments
whose [irst moral-political demand is that
the people trust them. But the statesman
who is one with the people, their represen:
tative and teacher at time, does
nol ask for Lrist

The great statesman candidly presents the
objective possibilitics and his own molives
and asks for eriticism. In no other way can
the people come to share the responsibility
He does not think at all that confidence is
due 1o his office as such,

the same
such unconditional

The people's confidence in a statesman
i1s responsible, too — that lor his rise, and
then, in times of decision, for the confi
dence he has won

If the statesman's life, his actions, his
language, his success, have won him re
spect, love, and gratitude, he must still not
be deified. It is part of a statesman's mukeup
to reject hero worship — not only because
he knows that he can be wrong — but because
such an attitude toward him on the people's
part would destroy the very point of his

DATELINE:
MANILA

political activity to provide a better life for
his people.

The statesman does not deceive himself
about people. He knows to what extent
stupidity, passions, habits, illusions, seem-
ingly magical promises still sway the masses,

He knows the effect of material condi-
tions, of poverty and despair, But he knows
too that such judgment can never be final.
Every individual in the ma#®s is a human
being.

The statesman wants (o see his own moral-
puelitical principles borne by the multitude,
in which they lie hidden but ready. The
masses may succumb to the lures of politi-
cal spellbinders, because un-reason and ant-
reason are at work in every human being.
But the rational statesman, believable and
powerlful, can arouse counter forces in the
VEry same masses.

For statesmen, if they are greal, are not
isolated phenomena. They altract men ol
similar stature — let them come to the fore,
let them learn by taking part as willing
apprentices in the business of government
— in the spirit of a community where political
thinking is practiced as a kind of universal
thinking that can never be directly taught.
For there is no such thing as a school for
stilesmen

[
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ANATOMY OF A SOCIAL EVIL

WHY PEOPLE ARE HOOKED ON JUETENG

A TRINIDAD, Benguet -- One
hot and humid morning,
jeepney driver Lakay Mokong
strained to hear a fellow driver
recount a dream about a snake

that bit tis tail and died.

“‘It means a combination of either 6-9 or
6-20!"" Mokong exclaimed,

Shortly later, at least 14 members ol the
La Trinidad Jeepney Operators and Drivers
Association clustered around a kubrador, or
bet collector, to place bets on combiniations
formed out of any two of the
mentioned by Mokong

Al 12:20 p.m., the collector came around
to announce the winning combinition 16
and 29.'* Not one of the 14 drivers Won.
but they took heart in the Fact that the winning
pair had three of the
Mokong's unalysis

For them. i was nol @ total loss, 1L wis
faith that
eventually win remained unshaken

numbers

digits contained n

a near-hit und ther they would
ll'nl\‘\ -l,
they got more hooked on jueteng, the ie
gal numbers pame that has gained national
attention once again bhecause of the allega
tions made by [locos Sur Gov. Luis “Chavit™”
Singson, collector ol

profits, apgainst President Estrada
ODDS AGAINST WINNING

Although the odds againsl winning are
great, many bettors mistakenly believe that
it is casy to pick the winning combination,
consisting of two pumbers from 1 to 37

And they have many ways ol choosing
the numbers to bet on, Many rely on dreams
or on odd situations and events, Others bel
on what they consider their favorite num
bers, the plate number of vehicles, or any
aumber that “‘analysts'’ associate With dn
object or situation they chance upon For
instance, 4 post or some other straight object
signifies the npumber 1. A driver benl over
a steering wheel means 2, an elderly man
or woman mcans 9, and kinky hair or &
coiled spring means 8.

John Decad, a kobrador, said many ol
those have who won have based their bets
on oddities or carth-shaking events, like the
Edsa '‘people power'” revolution. He re-
called that on February 24, 1986, the day
when many Filipinos thouglt Ferdinand
Marcos had been booted out of the country,
many bettors chose 24 as one ol their numbers
for the next morning’'s jueleng draw. Decad
said more than 30 bettors won in this prov
ince that day, the most in any yeiar since
Jueleng was introduced in the region. Murcos
left the country on exile on February 25
To a die-hard bettor, the discrepancy makes
little difference. He can always justily why
he chose 4 particular combination
COLLECTORS ARE EVERYWHERE

Many Filipinos look upon jueteng as iah
easy way Lo make money it is widespread
not only in the cilies and big towns but
even in the barangays and sitios of almosl
every provinee Bel collectors ure every-
where -- on streel corners, in front ol sehool
pates, near and in markets. Or
they go from house to house, from otlice
Lo office, from store to store soliciting bets
[t's illegal. Occasionally, arrests uare made

conlessed fueteng

¢hurches

and they lie low, but after a while they
come out again and do their thing right under
the noses ol law enforcers

Many of the bettors are poor but many,
oo, come from various professions and from
various classes of society

“‘Lawyers, doctors, teachers, shoe-shine
boys, clothes washers, occasionally 4 blind
man -- they all bet, many ol them cvery
day,”" said **Big Boy"" Sanchez. u kobrador
who includes the Benguet provincial capitol
and the La Trinidad municipal hall in his
rounds

Even schoolehildren with meager daily
dllowance are not spared from the tempta
tions of jueteng, Sanchez added

MORE LOSERS THAN WINNERS

But unbelievalile as il may seem Lo hettors,

peeteny, like any other lorm ol
losers than winners

the p werful

cambling,
The big winners

operators and

s mor
Hnanciers

The thousands they hire as

lectors nerely earn o pittance and re

main as dirt=poor as many ol the bettors
themselves
iHlJ|

IN W I(_l\"'_\'

Profits raked in by operators ure
culable, but
believed to run Lo millions of pesos per diy
per provinee, al in Northern Luzon
The Las Gambling Magazine gives
muore specilie hgures, clatming that juereny

their gross inceme
least

Ve AFAT

i the Philippines penerales an average ol
P6 million daily per provinee, with 25 percent
or P1.5 million of the collection going (o
“payola,'’ or protection money for law
entorcers and public officials

John, a juelteng operatar here, said the
operators in the provinces ol Benguet, la
Union, Pangasinan and Nueva Vizeaya make

jueteng in the local level pet

not less than PS million daily. He alleged
that about 40 percent of the collection gocs
to local government and police afficials from
the municipal level up to the regional level

Those who ucc.ninn:;ll}' WIn I jueteng
are not really winners, he said, because,
over time, they bet more than what they
win. He explained: *“A winner may bet P150
a day. assuming he bets P50 lor each of
the three draws every day. In a month, he
spends P4.500: in one year, P54,000
Assuming he wins once in one year, & Win
from a P50 bet does not pive more than
P10.000, which is much less thun the total
bet he placed for the year.™

So who really wins? *'Government and
police officials who are in the husiness,
he said, But the Las Gambling
Magazine said media members are also “ on
the take The magazine clanmed there 18
4 Blue book that lists medin members. local

Veras

povermnent, and 1-:-l|\_'r olficials who get 15

o 25 wilh

officials getting the

percent, repional dand national
remasining
siid 4 merates al

PTRO million

I[I1|'E-‘H of this 1 l=TI'\l,‘I|:.\ greasce money 101

The muagazine
least month, and that P45
Protectors of

P27

nationul and local olhcials
million
while the remaining P18 million s given (o
nalional satd

oflicrals, " 1t attributing the

l'|y!|r'c~. Lo 118 suurces
CONDEMNATION FROM CHURCH

Because its tentacles have reached Lo
almost all segments ol soclely, jueteny has
been condemned by the Roman Cutholic
Church througli pastoral letters The bish
ops of Laoag, San Fernundo, Cabanatuan,

Alaminos, Nueva Segovia, Tabuk and

Bangued have relrased a joint statement
calling jueteng a ‘'social cancer,”

They deplored how it has become & way
of life so that many don't scem to [ind
anything wrong in it anymore. They criti
cized the government for using jueleng as
an excuse Lo promote other forms of gam-
bling. Politicians make use of jueteng 1o fill
up their “‘election war chests,” the bishops
charged. *‘Because such social and moral
evil exists, graft and corruption is not far
behind, ™

The irony is that, despite such stalements
from religious leaders, many church goers
are jueteng Anastacio Tiglas, an
engineer, explained: **Because I go Lo church
does not mean 1 don't ber on jueteny
before, 1 might
small, just for fun

betrors

I wan
win again, Besides, T bet
Asked if he was aware that his "small
bet'* helped enrich the pambling lords, he
answered, “Well then, it should be stopped

unent

shiould
Pangasinan mayo

Hi satd maoney

has mel some

..-I\._'{ 1LOrs

of hjs constituents” needs that

government could nol {ill. The money given
(o poor people lor hospitalization, holding
of fiestas and other celebrations comes [rom
declared

But the shops and other concerned
leaders ol society stressed that jueteng, like
any other form of gambling, distorts valace
like hard work undesirable
traits like laziness. As U were not
enough, they saud, jueteng makes poor [‘L'Ili‘!k.'
even poorer hy making them part with
whatever little money they have (Pan-Phil.
News and Information Network, Inc.)

Jelene he

and promotes

Lthese

ANOTHER ERA

most literally true). These delegates, he
claimed, had all been paid off by Mulacaiang
(o toe the line and work against the *"Ban-
lhe-Marcoses' iniliative that was gaining
ground in the convention

President Marcos lost no time in hitting
back. While Quintero was in the hospital,
NBI agents raided his home and ‘‘found’’
P379.320 in cash in the old man's bedroom,
in an unlocked drawer. Marcos himself
announced the discovery on television.
Quintero's wile alleged that the money had
been planted by the raiding team, no one
could explain what the stash was lor - not
even Marcos, who paradoxically claimed thal
Quintero had approached him and lmelda
for money. Despite his condition, Quintero
apreed Lo take his story to the convention
[loor

Magno recounts: '‘The hall was packed
Lo the rafters on June 14, 1972 when Quintero
was finally strong enough to appear bhelore
(he convention's committee on privileges Lo
explain his revelations, Belore a packed
gallery, the ailing delepate declared: 'l know
I may hurt the feelings of my relatives or
close friends. 1 know | will ereate enemies,
but 1 promised my God I will tell the truth.”

“The proceedings were interrupted when
Quintera's blood pressure shot up perilously
As he was being wheeled out of the hall to
be returned to the hospital, Quintero mut:
tered, T am tired, He had his 15 minutes

B ° e (From page 8)

of fame. and he fought his last battle.™

I don't recall that anyone made a movice
of the Quintera expose either — we all Know
what happened a few months after June 1972
But it shook the ground beneath Marcos’s
feet, and the resultant embarrassment could
only have intensified his desperation (o cling
on Lo power, no matter whal

1 can't tell you what's on Joseph Estrada's
mind these days -- hasn’t that always been
the case? -- but | can bet he's not compos-
ing love notes to Chavit Singson who, unlike
old man Quintero, looks hale enough to simg
hefore Senate committees for the next lour
years, That is, unless lie happens to be caught
cruising around town with a busted taillight
or an expired license, or on the wrong color
coding day - and just happens (o resist arrest,
or does something more foolish than rating

(PIN)

on the boss

]
LEGAL NOTICE

Motice |s hereby given thal ihe estale of the
lale CIRILO ESPANOLA, who diad intestale on
December 22, 1997 al Brooke s Poin!, Palawan
has bean extrajudicially sellled among his helrs
in a document enlitled ‘Extrajudicial Selllement
of Estate” under Doc. No, 210; Paga No. 44; Book
Mo, I: Sarles ol 2000 of Notary Public Ally. Margarel
0. Chua

WE FORUM

Oct, 30, Nov, 6 & 13, 2000

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 4 - MANILA

) CORRECT THE
ITIFICATE OF
IVE BIRTH OF PHILIP TAN SY
5P PROC NO 00-98872

3 TAN &Y
Petitionet
Versus
OFFICE OF THE CIVIL
REGISTRAR OF MANILA
Respondant

ORDER

This |

of subslanhal maller 1n 1he

an adversanal procoeding for the correclion
Cerlilicale of Live Birth -al
Phillp Tan Sy as rogards lo the dale ol his birth which

yks Lo be correcled fiom January 27. 1960 1o January

Finding 1he peliion to bé s Wicianl i lerm and
substance, (he Cc sals the hearmg ol lhe same on
November 24
ihe Order be published once a

altar rallle |

04l 830 oc morning, Lal
soculive woek
circulalion. The Loca vil Ra
of Ihe Solicitol General, and any parson having of claiming
any inle tha cor:echion of which 18
sought. may, within filtean (15) days from nolicé of tha
pelition or from the last dale ol publication of such nolice

it Aeough the Dllice

under tha enir)

file an opposilon lherelc
SO ORDERED

2000
(Spd ) SOCORRO B. INTING
lugge

Manila October 10

WE FORUM
@ct. 30, Nov, 6 & 13, 2000
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EAGLE IN
THE CROSSFIRE

by NESTOR P. BURGOS, JR.

ANAY ISLAND -- On the backpack of one of the New People’s Army
(NPA) guerrillas trekking along distant villages of the central part of
this island, a baby eagle is perched.

The ecagle, found aban-
doned by the rebels in the
torest floor last May amid a
downpour, has kept the rebels
company, endearing hersel(
to her newfound Keepers
Fhey have christened her JP

But the
hope to protect the eagle I'rom

even as rebels
hunters and destruction ot her
natural habitat, the baby caple
new danger as the
armed strife in the
side heightens

laces a

country

The bird as o youny Phul
ippine Hawk Eagle
Plulippensis)
ornithologist
Tabaranza Jr., based on the
pictures sent by the rebels
tivan Hoilo-based newspaper

Also called

igle™ Jor the feathers that

wer s legs, the hawk eagle
i+ widely found in at least
12 aslands in the Philippines,
it s population 18 declin

2. says Tabaranza, program
director of the Terrestrial
Ecosystem  Program  of
Haribon Foundation.

(Spizdetios
sccording 1o

Blas R

the **booted

*HISTORICALLY
RARE BIRD®

The book Threatened
Birds of the Philipptnes,
which Tabarenza co-authored
describes the cagle as 'his
torically rare’" and though the
total number remaining is nol
known, 14 is believed to be
already extinet in some 1s-
lands, ncluding Siqguijor

It was huge lor a hird,
but w looked so frail
frightened amid & down
pour,”” Ka Arlene, the leader
of the NPA unit operating
i Central Panay, said in a
letter. “*We were alraid i
would die it left 1n the woods,
so we ook it with us to our
camp.'’

The villagers in the area
said they had not seen a bird
like it before. *"But old lolks
say it is the Sarawalan (for
the long white feathers that
cover its legs like salawah
or long pants) which they last
suw more than 30 years ago
when it preyed on their
chickens and even puppies, "’

and

Kiu Arlene

Government o

sl

Firmed the rari

us there 1s no re
siglitings or recon
species i Wesiers
nedording 1o Mila Ebren
Protected Areas and Wild
Division of the Departinent of
Environment and Natural Re
(DENR) in Western

surees
Visayas
THREATENED

The International Upion [or
the Conservation of Niture and
Natural (IUCN)
m.ll;‘_lj‘\ri/u't. the bird as vulner
uble, with 11s population **still
sizeable but under threat f'rom
SCrious adverse lactors
throughout their range and
believed likely to move to the
endangered category in the pear
future,”

Resources

The eagle is among at least
74 bird species threatened with
extinction, with 49 ore spe-
cies considered near-threal-
ened, of the 576 hird species
recorded 1n the Philippines,
because of rapid deforestation

In Western Visayas, only

cent ol the Torestland
visidered virgin as ot
her lhst deeord-

it ol the Land Evalu
Puery ar the DENR re-

Fhe remaining

Yeur

alnot

loresis, « 1

wesliy

nirated in the
I Punay, are
villneruble ravs ol hunt
ers and logeers,

Ka Arlene said the NPA has
imposed a selective log ban on
commercil logeing in villages
under i1s inlluens ik com-
frol. They have nlso prohib
ied the cufting of trees [or
Katngin and the hunnng of deer
and wild boar in {orest areas

SHE GOES
WHEREVER THEY GO
Now several months with
the NPA unit, JP roams freely

in the NPA camp but does not
stray” far. She pgoes with the

NATIONAL

[ REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

BRANCH 88,

IN'THE MATTER OF
| ESTATE OF THE DECEASED CAFPT

MOBO B PATRICIO. SR

MRS RAFAELA PATRICIO

QUEZON CITY

THE INTESTATE

Pelilioner

JHISUS -

Sp Proc. No Q-99-35256

CORAZON LIM aka CORAZON PATRICIO

and MARY JEANNE L PATRICIO

Delendanis

X

AMENDED ORDER

verified petilion flled by Mrs Ralaela Palricio praying that

i administralion of the estate of the deceased Capt Maobo Palnicie

ded in pelitioners lavor

nding appoiniment of pelilioner

ton ol this Honorable Coutl
ndl plesetve (he
fanls be ordered lo

Jime

submil to this Honorabla Courl a complete

unds assels and propoerlies, real and personal_ ol Ihe decedan!

I their possass

ton: and 1o turn over such lunds

assels

i patitionar alter the lallef's eppoinimen! as adminisirator of

rderad lo submil fo (s Honorable Courl a complele

ma and lruils of the decedenl's eclale lrom lhe

waenl

lo 1econvey the properies, assets

funds
unde: thew conlrol of in their p

{he same lo the legilimale hous as pie

elilioner 15 he

legal wile of defendan! Cap! Mabo M

nlestale on August 2. 1998, Ihal decedan! died wilhoul
wirsonal properlies with @ probable value of P3, 385 000 0

she may be appointed special admin-
)l Ihe: eslale lo immedialely lake charge, subjecl to the control and
and ol all properlies ol the decedenl lo

ol the

and (hal the following ate the surviving compulsory heirs of the decedent

1 Ralaela Palriciv
Quezon Ave. Quezon Cily
Mobo Palricio, Jr
Quezon Ave . Quezon Cily
Fredenck Palricio -
51, New Manila, Quezon Cily

legitimale wile. 303 Della Bldg, West Ave cor
legitimale son, 303 Delia Bldg, West Ave cor

lliegilimate son, Unite 36, Galleria Townhouse, 14th

In the meantime_ pending the hearing on the appointment of a regular ad
ministralor, Ralaela Palricio who possesses all ihe qualificalions and none of
Ihe disqualifications of an adminisirator of Ihe estale is hereby appoinied Special

Administralor pursuant lo Sec

1 and 2 of Rule 80 of the Rules of Court

The Special Administrator shall exercise dulies of her trust upon posting
of a bond in the amaount of P300,000 00 She 15 likewise ordered lo make and
raturn a frue invenlory ol lhe goods, challels, rights. credils and estale ol lhe
deceased which come lo her possession of knowledge within 3 months from
assumplion ol dulies as special adminisiralor

Wherelore, let this pelilion be sel for hearing on Navember 16, 2000 at 8 30
o clock in the morning and nolice s hereby given thal anyone who has any
objection 1o tha peliion should file on or belore the date of hearing, his op-
posilion therelo with stalemenl ol their grounds therefor

Let a copy of this order be published once a week for (hree (3) weeks
successively in a newspaper of general circulation al Ihe expense of pelilioner

Lel copy of this order and pelilion be senl ol he compulsory hews ol lhe

decedent al then respeclive addresses as staled in Lh

S0 ORDERED

Quezon Cily, Oclober §, 2000

pelition

(Sgd ) ABEDNEGO O ADRE

C

Alty Robens C
Quezon Cily
Ralaala Palricit
Mobo Patnicio Ji
Fradonck Patrci

Cabrera

ty
oraron Lim &l I

ih 84 gor Inlan

303 Delta Bigg

103 Della Bldg West Ave cor 0
303 Della Bldy  West Ave coi
Unite 36. Galienia Townhouse

mazen Paliicn & Mary Jeanne |
I Rosd Mauoyapa Village, Pulang Lupa, Las Pifias Cily

Judage

West Ave . cor Quezon Blvd
Quezon Cily

Quezon Ave, QC

141 S1 Mew Manila, Quezon

zan Ave

Palricio - Blk 14, Lol
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Oct. 23, 30 & Nov. &, 2000

recls when they conduet their
revolulionary actuvines amaony
the villugers, always at their
side even when they move
camp

Ka Arlene said the hird
which
hall
Know
prey
ently
lerself

stunds one-and-g

sull

atch

oW
tall
low 1o

lect does
her
The rebels hiave appar
grown Tond of JP, who
tound a tovorile

N

his
among them

She's like a spotled brai
her thin Ka Vi
she culs up the food
by hersell’ even i1 i1 lukes a
while. But with Ka Vic, she
makes o fuss until he chops it
up and feeds her, " Ka Arlene
said in Hiligaynon

The rebel - leader said the
shape of the bird’s claws and
heak indicates a hird of prey,
so they give her a steady diet
of chopped frogs, lizards,
mice, freshwater fish and even
kuhol und banag (native vari-
eties ol edible snails)

JP has become un
attraction for village children
who go around looking lor
frogs and snakes for the privl-
lege of feeding her. She has
also helped boost the NPA's
campaign for the preservation
of forests by hecoming o
conversalion wherever

I comrades ol

Ieed hor.,

also

plece
the rebels go

The rebels realize, liow-
ever, that they cannot keep JP
for long. The return ol the
Army's 12th Intantry Baltal-
ion (IBY and 78t 16 (around
1,000 soldicrs)
the
government militiwmen, sipnals
heightened military activity i
Panay. The froops replaced
Army battalions thut had b
sent to Mindanao (o a
government lorees gl
Mora Islamic Liberit

‘ALWAYS ON
MOVIE®

“Guerrilla 1
We ure
and there wil
when we
for JP's |
Iy opel
could T

Logelher willy

massive recrnitment ol

UIways

only she Knows how to 1y and
look Tor her own food,"" Ka
Arlene saud

The fear that
when JP learns 1o fly, she
might be hunters or
people  Trom the
harnngays who du
nize the bird. A ring made of
nife vine has woven
around the bird's legs in the
that this will prevent
people Trom shooting it down
the ring is bharely
Irom a distance
The rebel’s continued pos-

rebels also
shol by
wiher

not recog
been
hope

However

visible

session ol the eagle in a vio
lation of the law, according
1o Mila Ebreo of the DENR
S0 she suggested that the rebels
release JP in her natural habi
tut or turn it over to the DENR
il she faces risks in the for
esl.

She said the eagle falls
under the Convention on In-
ternational Trade of Endan-
gered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES) II, which
provides for the strict regula-
tion of trade of the species.

Under DENR Administra-
tive Order No. 36 series of
1999, persons can be arrested
without warrant il they are
found to have gathered, re-
moved and possessed wildlife
without government permis-
sion

But the rebels do not want
lo turn over the bird to the
DENR hecause of their dis-
(rust in government agencies.
"How can we expect the
government to take care of bur
wildlite when they allow ille-
pul logeers and multinational
mining firms o plunder the
country's natural resources?'’
Ku Arlene said

The rebel leader said if JP
o unsafe in the wild, they are
villing to entrust her to a
private institution or individual
Swho will pive the same love

I care we have been giving

lme seems (o be running

i tor JP. Driven from her
home by the rapid destruction
I the torest, she may soon

nd isell in the erossfire amid
e imminent intensification of
e armed conflict in the coun-
(NI

Iryside
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REVIVING A DYING FRESHWATER SYSTEM

by MICHAEL A.-BENGWAYAN

THE country's fast-dying
freshwater ecosystem re-
ceived a shot in the arm when
the Second World Conserva-
tion Congress ongoing in
Amman, Jordan named the
Philippines one of 24 sites
for a new waler conserva-
tion program.

The program, named
Water and Nature Initiative,
will have a funding of US$30
million for five years [rom
the Itnernational Union for
the Conservation of Nature
(IUCN). Through various
projects it will seek to dem-
onstrate how water resources
and water catchments can be
“‘managed in a sustainable
way through an integrated
approach.'’ Projects will
focus on protecting, restor-
ing, and managing ecosys-
tems taht provide clean water,

Last week, TUCN released
its so-called Red List, which
identified the Philippines as
one of the countries threat-
ened by massive species
extinction. Another group,
Conservation International
(CI), described the country
as the ‘‘hottest’* of 25 bio-
diversity hotspots in the world
with hundreds of plant and
animal species threatened
with extinction. CI has set
aside US$150 million for the
protection of endangered
plants and animals in these
hotspots.

The Second World Con-
servation Congress in
Amman, attneded by 2,500
delegates from 140 countries,
is considered the biggest
pathering on the environment
since the 19992 Earth Sum-
mit in Rio de Janeiro, Brazol.
The congress intends to
promtoe environmental pro-
tection as a prerequisite for
human, social, economic and
political security.

Participants called for
actions to avert a global water
crisis because freshwater eco-
systems around the world are
deteriorating rapidly.

The Philippines is consid-
ered one of the places where
the freshwater ecosystem is
ain danger of dying. In Luzon
alone, 29 rivers and river
systems ahve been described
as either dying or dead

Ten of the dead rivers
were identified by the
Environemntal Management
Bureau (EMB) of the Depart-
ment of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR)
as Amburaya and Baroro in
la Union; upper Agno and
Dagupan in Pangasinan;
Balagtas, Bocaue, Guiguinto,
Marilao: Meycauayan in
Bulacan; and Dumaca-a in
Batangas. Blamed for their
deaths are human filth, vari-
ous forms of trash, commer
cial and agricultural chemi-
cals, and industrial wastes.

Four other rivers, all in
Northern | uzon, have been
described as ‘‘biologically
dead’’ by Iwo environmen:
tal groups Mine Waich
Philippines and the Igorol
Tribal Assistance Group
(ITAG). These are Bued in
Benguet and Pangasinan,
Amburayan in Benguet and
Abra, lower Agno, also in
Benguet. and lower Abra
river.

These rivers were Killed
by mine tailings and heavy
metal wastes Irom the gold
and gopper mines in Benguet,
the two NGOs said

Fiver rivers in the same
region are said to be on the
verge of dying because of
heavy pollution and siltation.
These are upper Agno in
Benguet; Aringay-Naguilan in
La Union; Pasil in Kalinga,
Santa Fe in Nueva Vizcaya,
and Balili in Baguio City and
La Trinidad.

METRO MANILA
RIVER SUB-BASINS

In Metro Manila, the EMB
said nine river sub-basins
have the ‘‘most critical"’
condition among the couniry’s
river sub-basins, These are

the two rivers forming the
Obando-Malabon-Navolas
Estuary; the rivers in Balut
(Tondo), Malabon, Marikina
and Payatas (Quezon Cily),
Tullzahan in Valenzuela; and
three rivers in the Taguig-
Napindan area near Fort
Bonifacio. (No situation re-
port was available on the
Pasig River, which has long
been widely considered as
dying.)

The sad state of the river
sub-basins is punishing large
segment of the population
who ironically ahve contrib
uted directly to their condi-
Lon.

One result ol the
ecosysiem's worsening con
dition is the diminishing
supply of water for domes-
tic use and other purposes
Another is the ! vl Iresh
water fish and other forms
of aquatic !ife. The flooding
of clogge | walerway is yet
another

The global situation is jusl
as discouraging. The LUCN
predicts (hat the shortage ol
{resh water worldwide will
rise 1o as much as 10 per-
cent by 2125,

GRIM GLOBAL
SCENARIO

During World Water Week
in Stockholm in June, Dr
Lester Brown of the
Worldwateh Institute pre-
dicted that by 2025 another
2.5 billion people would
inhabit an carth already lack-
ing in water for drinking and
sanitation. He- warned that
vanishing freshwater re-
sources would *'decapitate””’
communities from the eco-
system that once supported
them. '

“*The death of freshwater
systems will mean people will
suffer deep economic reces-
sions, farms and [ishing
grounds will be reduced to
nil and countries will suffer
tremendous bio-diversity and
soil loss. Diseases, inad-

ELDERLY SHOW STUFF. . . @onpue 1

in Quezon City. Sarabia said
there is a '‘group home'" in
Bulacan housing former cli-
ents of Golden Acres, a home
for the elderly in Quezon
City, ‘*The aim (of the group
home) is to create an inde-
pendent community of elders.
We want the elderly sector
to actively participate in
society and not be an iso-
latea part of it."'

““What we want is for the
elderly to be empowered. We
at COSE believe that the eld-

erly are an importanl scc-
tor, we don't believe that they
are no longer useful Lo so-
ciety simply because they're
old,"" Sarabia explained. **We
want them to be able to live
independently and to be
content, happy and digni-
fied."'

The elderly population is
becoming the fastest-growing
sector in the world, accord-
ing to DSWD. In the Phil-
ippines loday, there are 3.7
million elderly, and their

number is expected Lo grow
(hree times to 11.3 million
by the year 2020.

Attending to the needs of
the elderly, as well as en
abling them to participate in
sociely, 1§ a growing con-
cern among governments
around the world,

As the DSWD put it,
**Adding years to life and
life to later years -- this is
the challenge facing the eld-
erly and the rest of munkind
(PNI)

equate food, and social un-
rest will likely occure,"’ he
said.

In the Philippines, restor-
ing and sustaining the fresh-
water ecosystem will be a
major challenge. Its 18 major
river basins, from Cagayan
in Luzon to Agusan in
Mindanao, cover some
110,000 square kilometers,
much of which is now pol-
luted because of increasing
population, deforestation,
mining operations and urban
srpawl or urbanization.

Water has become a major
concern among environmen-
talists. According to Dr. Peter
H. Glieck of the Pacific
Institute of Environment
(PIE), there will be increased
pressure and demand from
various groups in the Phil-
ippines when the water short-
age becomes widespread, The
country, he said. will be
forced to extract to the limit
its renewable [reshwater
supply of 323 cubic kilome-
ters per year. Al present, il
extracts only about 30 per-
cent

Glieck also disclosed that,
of the country's present
available water sujply, 18
percent is for domestic
(household) use, 21 percent
{or industrial use, and 6]
percent for agricultural use

INADEQUATE SUPPLY
FOR DOMESTIC "USE

The water supply for
domestic use is far Loo in-
adequate. In Metro Manila,
it 1s estimated that only about
35 percent of residents barely
ahve enough water for do-
mestic use. Nationwide, the
National Economic and De-
yelopment Authority (NEDA)
calculates that only 67 per-
cent of the total population
of 75 million have access (0
clean water while only 35
percent have water for sani-
tation purposes (washing and
cleaning).

Putting it more graphi-
cally, but using different
figures, the Philippine Cen
ter for Water and Sanitation
(PCWS) said only three out
of five Filipinos ahve access
to clean water and only two
out of five have water for
sanitation. It described the
water and sanitation sysiem
in highly urbanized Metro
Manila as below standard.

The three main factors lor
the limited access (o water
according o the PCWS are
corruplion, poverty and 1g
pnorance, Among these, il
said, corruption has "‘the
most impact’® on the way

water is extracted and dis-
tributed to the public. It said
the common forms of cor-
ruption, involving both dis-
tributors and users, include
overpricing of water, brib-
ery, theft of water, use of
poor materials and services
in water distribution, and
inappropriate water use.
Rory Villaluna, PCWS

direccor, said these factors
are aggravating the already
precarious condition of the
country's water resources.
She also lamented the absence
of a code of conduct for the
water and sanitation sector,
and the lax enforcement of
the policy and puidelines,
governing the Philippine
water supply system. (PNI)

IN THE MATTER OF THE

INTESTATE ESTATE OF

GILBERT CULLEN JR

& ANTONIA VDA, DE CULLEN

ROBERT H CULLEN
Pelitioner

R e e ¢

Anlonia vda de Cullen

\he estale of the deceased

Area, Manila

heirs ol ihe decedents

{herelo slaling Ihe grounds thereol
SO ORDERED

WE FORUM
Oct. 30, Nov. 6 & 13, 2000

qualified lo acl as (he administrator o

Likewise, lel nolice be served by re

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 12, MANILA

SP. PROC. NO. 00-98468

ORDER

A pelilion has been liled by Robert H Cullen, that alter due nolice and
hearing, lellers of adminisiration be issued 1o herein petitioner for Ihe ad-
minisiration of the eslate of his deceased parenls Gilbert Cullen, Jr and

It 15 alleged thal the petitioner 1s of legal age, married, and a resident
of Unit 1012 Midiand Plaza, Adriatico St
gitimale son ol |he deceased spouses Gilbert and Antonia Cullen who died
withoul leaving 3 will, and being one of the heirs of the deceased he is
{ the estate ol said deceased; (hal ihe
surviving heirs of the dacedents are their four (4) sons and iwo (2) daughtars,
namely Raobert H Cullen, Gilbert H Cullen 11, Victoria H. Cullen, Corazon
H Cullan, Phillp H. Cullen and James H. Cullan

it Is also alleged (hal Ihe decadenl lefi real properties with a gross valus
of more than P500,000 00, lo the bes! information knowledge and belief of
petitioner Ihere does nol exis! any person who has of may have claims agains!

Crmita, Manila, thal he s a3 le-

Wherelore, linding the pelilion 1o be sulficient in form and substance, Ihe
same s hereby set for hearing on November 24. 2000 a 8:30 in the morning
before this Courl silting al the 2nd Fir Napocor Bldg , Bonifacio Drive Porl

Lel @ copy ol this Order be published once a waek lor three (3) con
secullve weeks ol the expense of Ihe petilioner in & newspaper ol general
circulation in Metra Manila 1o which ihe same may be raflled wiih (he last
publication being made al laas! Iwo (2) weaks before the dale ol hearing
gislered mail to all the alorementioned

Anybody who wanis lo conlest the palition may lile his wiillen oppaosition

Manila, Philippines, Oclober 2, 2000

(Sgd ) ROSMARI D CARANDANG
Judge
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ELDERLY: Showing off.

ELDERLY SHOW
STUFF ON RAMP

NEITHER arthritis nor
Alzheimer's could stop the
elderly (rom showing their
stuff on the modellng ramp
last week. For the models,
aged 64-88, there was no
better way of celebrating
Elderly Week (first week of
Qclober)

A fashion show, entitled
'St Lolo at Lola Mahalaga
sa Bagong Milenya (Grandpa
and Grandma Are Valued in
the New Millennium),"’
showcased accomplished
senior citizens -- among them
retired lawyers, doctors,
teachers, social workers,
business people -~ dressed in
kimona, terno, or barong

Organizers Christy Ange-
les of SM Foundation and
Commissioner Myrna Yao of
the National Council of
Women of the Philippines
pointed out that ‘‘the objec-
tive of the activity was to

by AYA FABROS

lift their self-esteem. "

“*We wanted to show them
that they are valued and that
they are part of something,"’
Angeles added.

And it looked like they
succeeded

EVERYONE HAD A

GREAT TIME

While some missed cues,
froze or stumbled on stage,
everyone had a preat lime.

“I"'m very happy. Today
I felt young again,"" said Lola
Pacita Advincula, 64

YT felt 1 was the most
beautiful of all,” sawd Lola
Consuelo Tesponia, 63

“We thank those who love
and value us even
if we are old, we are stll
part of society,"” said Lola
Lourdes, 68

The partucipants were all
senior citizens who are now
enjoying their golden years

because

after retiring from various
professions. They are the
more fortunate members of
the elderly sector.

Not as fortunale are those
who have been poor all their
life and, in their old age,
continue to struggle just Lo
have their everyday needs

IMPOVERISHED
ELDERLY

Maria Socorro Sarabia,
executive director of Coali-
tion of Services lor the
Elderly (COSE), which works
with the urban poor, de-
scribed the plight of the
impoverished elderly. **They
came [rom the non-formal
sectors of society, working
as sidewalk vendors, for
instance. Unlike senior citi-
zens who have retired Irom
the professions, they have no
retirement henelits, savings
pension or health insurance, ™

LOCAL OFFICIALS OPPOSE
NEW DEADLINE FOR FILING
CERTIFICATES OF CANDIDACY

by MIRIAM GRACE A. GO

OCAL officials are up in arms against the Commission on Elections
(Comelec) for moving up the deadline for the filing of candidacies

for the May 2001
On the legal side, the
Union of Local Authorities
of the Philippines (Ulap) says.
the Comelec decision setting
the filing period on Decem-
ber 15 to 30 is in violation
of the Omnibus Election
Code. In past elections, the
filing of candidacies were
scheduled shortly before the
start of the campaign period,
which is the last week of
March. According to Ulap,
changing the schedule would
require Congress to first
amend Republic Act 6646
On the practical side, local
politicians complain, Comelee
Resolution No, 32-53 will
force them to declare their
intention to run during the
most expensive
Christmas
their campaign cost consid
erably. Since the date of the
elections 1s fixed, setting the
[iling period two months
ahead of the vriginal sched-
ule would also mean a longer
campaign period, It would
mean o longer ban on the

scason
This will increase

transfer, suspension, or pro-
motion of government em-
ployees, on the release of
public funds; on issuing and
carrying firearms; and on the
hiring of bedyguards for
politicians

On-the legal side, an
unperturbed Comelec chair,
Harriet Demelriou, cites
Sections 28 and 29 of the
election law, pgranting
Comelec the power to change
the date of electoral exer-
cises, if necessary. So she
dares anybody who objects
to Comelec's exercise of that
power Lo bring the case to
court,

Ulap, the umbrella orga-

polls by two months.
nization of the various local
government leagues, 1s do-
ing just that. Its president,
Laguna Governor Joey Lina,
1s. reportedly preparing the
complaint, which will ask the
Supreme Court to nullify
Comelec's en banc resolu-
tion.

On the practical side,
Comelec spokesperson
Angelina Matibag explains
that the poll body needs the
names of the candidates as
carly as December 30 for
them to be included in the
pre-prinied ballots, which will
be used in the nation’s first-
ever computerized (if only
partially so) elections.

It is, however, doubtful
that Comelec Resolution No
32-53 will achieve its poal
of giving the poll body
enough time to prepare the
materials lor the modernized
elections. Ideally, it should
But the problem is, the reso-
Jutton was 1ssued under not-
so-ideal circumstances and
with hard-to-believe reasons

With the noise raised by
local officials protesting the
Comelec decision, it is ob-
vious that the poll body did
not consult those who would
be affected by its decision
to set an earlier date for the
filing of candidacies

The Comelec announced
its decision only last Octo-
ber 9, and it is rushing to
produce the trial ballots so
it can test the quality of the
special paper that will be used
for the purpose. The ques-
tion is, why is the poll body
acting on this so late in the
day?

Now that Ulap is set Lo
question the Comelec deci-

sion before the Supreme
Court, the schedule for the
filing of candidacies will most
likely be delayed. So will the
preparation of ballots for the
counting machines. By the
time the Comelec discovers
that its trial ballots are a
failure, it will have run out
of time to remedy the prob-
lem.

Il the Comelec is serious
about making the ballots for
the counting machines [ool-
proof, and if it thinks that
making changes in the sched-
ule of electoral exercises will
ensure this, it should have
planned on the matter much,
much ecarhier

Which leads us to ask:
What has the Comelec been
doing since the May 1998
elections?

It doesn't inspire confi-
dence when the body whoese
mole purpose is Lo ensure
clean, honest, fair and effi-
cient elections is caught not
having done its homework,

T

CHAIR DEMETRIOU:
Unperturbed.

she said.

“They really have noth
ing,"" she pointed out. *"Their
most urgent needs are a live-
lthood and health care. They
need a source of income (o
tide them over from day to
day. They have no access to
health care, which is a ne
cessity because as they grow
alder, they prone (o
develop various ailments. ™

Asked about
performance in addressing the
needs of the elderly, she said
the Department of Health, in
a recent round table discus
sion at the UP-PGIH, admit
ted that the elderly are not
i priority

are

govermment

According to Surabia, the
DOH budget for the elderly
population amounts to only

P50 a year for each senior
citizen. It 1s not known how
exactly this budget is spent.

At any rate, Sarabia
asked: “‘How far will that

e
“*Of course,
anti-tuberculosis program for
the elderly but it’s not the
only thing they need," she
said.

Sarabia sald there
government bureaus that zero
in on the needs of children
and the disabled. The eld
erly. disclosed, are
lumped together with the
disabled, or are the benefi-
ciaries of a small project ol
the Department ol Social
Welldare and Development

Still, she said, *"we have
manuped to work closely with

ol
lthere's an

are

she

the DSWD, with positive
results. "’

SENIOR CITIZEN
CENTERS

She mentioned Republio
Act 7678, which requires the
establishment of senior citi-
zen centers all over the
country, Sarabia said the
centers serve as take-ofl
points for self-enhancement
programs and income-gener-
ating activities specilically
entering to the old. It 1s not
known how many such cen-
ters have been set up so lar,

COSE, with the help of
DSWD, has successfully
organized elders in commu-
nities such as Litex,
Manggdahan, and Holy Spirit

(Page 11, please)
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