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CHAVIT’S SONG

SPLURGES MILLION-PESO
‘BALATO’ TO 2 SENATORS

.T A BREAKFAST CONFERENCE
8 \WHICH SEN. TERESA AQUINO
G0 ORETA ATTENDED, SHE MEN-
TIONED SHE WANTED TO SUPPORT
A MAJOR PROJECT FOR
TEACHERS. IMMEDIATELY,
ILOCOS SUR GOV. LUIS
(CHAVIT) SINGSON WHO
HEARD [T PULLED OUT A
ONE-MILLION-PESO CHECK
AND HANDED IT TO HER.

e An ediforial report
by ERIC S. GIRON
Page
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SINGSON SPLURGES
MILLION-PESO TIPS

by ERIC S. GIRON

T A breakfast conference which Sen. Teresa
Aquino Oreta attended, she mentioned she
wanted to support a major project for
teachers. Immediately, llocos Sur Gov. Luis
(Chavit) Singson who heard it pulled out
a one-million-peso check and handed it to her.

On the same occasion
while they were taking break-
fast aboard the presidential
yvacht Ang Pangulo, Sen. John
Osmena complained of po-
litical expenses in his Cebu
provinee, In a trice, Singson
pulled out a check which
Osmena inserted in his wal-
let. When he encashed it at
the Union Bank, Osmefa
found oul he had received a
million-peso  check. He
thought Singson was being
extra generous with lis ca
sino winnings

Osmena recalled the check
piven him by Singson when
the ledger containing coded
names ol persons receiving
monthly doleouts from
Singson was published
Osmena wrote Singson a
letter saying he was return-
ing the balaro with an addi-
tional P225,000 interest for
the past 18 months

Oreta sald she was
shocked when the papers
came out naming "' Tessie and
Sonny'' among the jueteng
protectors. She, too, returned
the money with a letter to
Singson saying: "'l want
neither myself nor the teach-
ers lainted with jueteng
money, that 15 why | am
constrained to return your
balato."'

In First Lady Loi
Ejercito’s case, she admit-
ted having received a videoke
simg-along machine and not
P20 million as Singson was
quoted as having said she
received. Her son, Jinggoy
(mayor of San Juan), said he
received nothing from
Singson who listed him as
having got P15 million.

The First lady cancelled
a trip to Iran and commis-
erared with her husband who
is facing the most serious
crisis since he came into
office more than two years
ago. She said, **He is very
much battered, for his ev-
ery acl, he is being at-

tacked. "’

She joked her husband. the
President, that of the P400
million which Chavit Singson
said was paid out 1o him by
jueteng “hindi mo
leimang ako binalatwhan '
She said she would be happy
to receive P20 milhion be
cause il would enaile her to
help a lov of people, She said
her office has no budget and
depends on donations that are
“*all accounted for. "

She said her mission in
Iran was to meet drug manu
facturers who may want to
sell medicine for her missions
at low cost.

But the supposed scandal
exposed by Singson on the
President receiving gambling
payola has its deleterious
elfects Executive Secc
Ronaldo Zamora noted its
cripphing eflect on the Presi-
dency and the administration

POLITICS ENTERS
GAMBLING FEUD

Lakas minority Senator
Teoflisto Guingona Jr. vio
lated the decorum that is
traditionally imbued to the
Senate in abusing parliamen-
tary immunity which shields
him from libel by delivering
a scathing privilege speech
which was evidently meant
to denigrate President Joseph
Estrada

Making his accusations on
the Senate [loor may excul-
pate him from libel, Sen. Blas
Ople pointed out, but *‘ac
cording to our rules, the
Senate floor may not be used
Lo destroy reputations with
out any evidence, '’

Ople dared Guingona to
substantiate his accusations
which merely echo that of
llocos Sur  Gov. Luis
“Chavit'" Singson levelled
agaist President Estrada in
his feud wpainst Charlie
Atong' Ang over pambling
turl, Chavit ulleged the Presi
dent tends to favor Ang, u

lords,

SINGSON: Accuser.

boyhood Iriend who grew up
in San Juan (Metro Manila),

Ang was once photo
praphed with  President
Estrada in a game of baccarat
al 4 Roxas boulevard casino
released 1o the press by a
political enemy. He was then
sald to be operating mdsiao
games 1n Mindanao and the
Visayas. Ang was granted by
Malacanang a Iranchise to
operate Bingo Two-Ball
which is & variation of jueteng
SO that its legality is ques-
tioned.

Singson, who is reputed
as the jueteng Kingpin in the
Hocos regiom just as Bong
Pineda 1s recognized as the
kingpin in Central Luzon,
used to Irequent Malacanung
to seek favors. But after four
of his requests were turned
down, Singson accused the
President of favoring his
friend Ang.

The President shrugged ofl
Guingona's accusation that
he, s Tamily and
Malacanang oflicials are
receiving puyols monthly
from gambling, declurimg he
would not stoop down to the
level of the Singson-Ang
feud

Unless Guingona can
substantiate his charges
against the President, blue-
ribbon committee chairman,
Sen. Aquilino Pimentel Jr.,
said he races expulsion from
the Senate

Senate President Franklin
Drilon declared a full-blown
investigation is necessary on
Guingona's allegations which
he regards as “‘very serious. "'
Drilon said Guingona will be
allowed 1o present evidence
which he claims he has on
hand so that the public ean
scrutinize what lhis evidence
is about

BLACKMAIL?

The Presidemt 's defenders
see @ hint of blaekmail in
Singson's allegation (that
President Estrada is implicat-
ing him in jueteng operations
after Malacafiang turned
down four ol his recent
requests. Singson speculated
the entry of Bingo Two-Ball
in llocos Sur would kill
jucteng to which he is im
plicated

Singsong charged harass
ment by the police on order
ol an intluential person, Ang
felt he was alluded o by

ERAP: Accused.
Singson's “‘labricated
charges. ™’

Ang is a consullant of a
marketing and promotions
firm of the Pagcor (Philip-
pine Amusement and Gam-
ing Corporation) which sup-
ports Bingo Two-Ball as an
instrument to kill illegal
jucteng. But the lepality of
the bingo pame has yet to
be determined

Pagcor chairman Alice
Reyes confirmed Ang collects
the earnings from Bingo Two-
Ball from which 23 percent
is set aside to lnance Pagcor
and Ang's share. From the
77 percen! prizes are drawn
up to 6@ percent. The 17
percent balance goes Lo sala
ries *of bel collectors
supervisors

The 77 percent poes to
Ang's Prominent Manage
ment and Consultuney and its
accredited sales agents whom
Ang chooses, Out ol the 23
percent Pageor share, five
percent goes o [ranchise tax,
sIX pereent (o the President’s
social fund, seven percent Lo
Ang's consultuney and hve
percent is retained by the
Papcor

Ang deposits the 23 per

and .

cent Pagcor share monthly
in Pagcor's bank aceount
Ang disclosed in a television
interview by Mel Tiangco the
Pagcor income has soared
from two million to eight
million pesos after his firm
took over the management of
Bingo Two-Ball.

SINGSON LEFT OUT

Executive Sec. Ronaldo
Zamora confirmed Singson
told him he felt unwelcome
at Malacafang ever since Ang
was granted the franchise to
operate binge in a move to
kill jueteng. Zamora said
Singson opposed Bingo Two-
Ball right from the onser,
because W eat into his jueteng
carnings

Singsong's protest began
alter police lNagged down his
car with pointed guns after
he passed a red light at the
Kalaw-Talt Avenue intersec-
tion near midmight and for
using a blinker atop his
bullet-proof Chevrolet Sub-
wrban sports utdity vehicle.

Singson said the police
could have killed him. He
charged Ang and Malacanang
officials were behind an

(Noxt page, pleass)
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attemnpt to silence him through
assassination,

Ang said on TV Singson
made the accusation because
he wanted to keep Bingo
Two-Ball operation out of his
llocos lerritory,

Singson is being auvdited
for alleged irregularities in
overpricing a P435.2-million
tomato paste plant that is
losing heavily, 4 P360-mil
lion tobacco IMue-curing barn,
and a P170-million food
processing plant, diverting
P72 million intended for
tobacco stalks [lyboard
project, loss of P17.8 mil-
lion in a multi-line food
processing plant at Makilbila,
Sunta, llocos Sur, and P76.6
million disallowances, plus
other misuse ol
funds.

He is accused o]
misusing llocos Sur's 15
percent shire in the tobaced
excise tux collections under
Republic Act 7171

Hocos Sur auditor Agaton
Dacayanan noted “'Governor
Singson is diverting attention
from his misdeeds by hurl
g unsubstantiated charges
other officials  His
move may be seen as u
desperate attempt 1o enable

cases ol

also

against

him to continue using locos
Sur funds lor s personal
pain,”’

The [locos Sur chapter ol
the Intcgrated Bar of the
Philippines passed a resolu
tion in August demanding an
accounting of the missing
funds. Singson turned to
President Estrada for help bul
was turned down

“*This jucteng issue is just
the tip of the iceberg,” a
source said. *"There 1s more
that involves millions or even
a billion pesos. ™

“ANAK NG JUETENG"

“Anak ng jueteng’’ was
tagped by politicians who

profit from this illegal num-
bers pame flourishing on
Luzon by Sanlakas rallyists
in front of the Senate, The
blue-ribbon commitiee was
investigating  Singsong’'s
charge that President Estrada
received P10 million o munth
from jueteng operators [rom
November 1998 to August
2000

Singson’s accusation was
e¢choed by Lukas Sen
Teolisto Guingona Jr. in a
privilege speech on the Sen
ate Moor. Singson levelled his
charges against  Charlie
(Atong) Ang whom the
Pagcor granted a [ranchise
for Bingo Two-Ball, a varia-
tion of jueteng. Iis lepality
15 questioned

Bingo Two-Bull was de
clured by Bukidnon Rep. Jose
Zuhiri a violation ol Presi-
dential Decrees 1602 banning
jueteng and derivatives and
1869, limiting the service lees
given o [irms servieing the
Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation

The Pagcor contract gives
23 pereent of Bingo Two-Ball
proceeds 1o the board, 77
poreent to Ang's Prominen
Minsgement and Consultuncy
und s aceredited sales agents
und supervisors whom Ang
Ot ol the 23 per
hve per-
cent goes Lo Tranchise Tax,
six percent to the President’s
social fund, seven percent Lo
Ang's consultaney and five
percent is retained by Pagcor

From the 77 percent,
prizes are drawn up to 60
percent. The 17 percent
bulance tot he bet
collectors and supervisors.

The contract was submil-
ted 1o the Office of the
President who ordered Ex-
¢cutive Sec. Zamora Lo re-
view “'all contracts, systems
and operating procedures™
involved in Bingo Two-Ball

chooses

cent Pagcor shure

poes
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FIRST LADY: Only a
videoke.

to ensure government inter-
ests are protected
Zamora pointed out
jucteng corrupts local and
police officials ind the pov-
ernment earns nothing from
its luerative operations while
the rationale of Bingo Two
Ball aims L0 stop jueteng’s
corrupting influence and
generale government rev
cnues
CHARGES
LINDERNMINE
Singson’s thrdal Ly expise
Lhe
admimstration and the Pres

dent were hranded

sthle™

more chiarges apatnst
IFrespon
by Malacanung. de
vaid ol But
Malucanang Lhese
uecusations

evidence
admitted
undermine he
povernment’s stability
Singsonyg relused 1o show
up before the Senate blue
ribbon inquiry. But commit
tee chairman, Sen. Aquilino
Pimentel Jro warned Singson
is hable Tor eriminal
ccution 1l his accusations are
unfounded. Anp likewise
failed to attend the hearing
Pimentel instructed the Ma
rines assigned to the Senate
to serve the subpoenas on
Singson and Ang and com-

|1 ros

pel them to testily

The summons lor Rodollo
(Bong) Pineda was served his
wile Lubao Mayoer Liha
Pineda who said her husband
had left for the US Thurs-
day in spite of a blue-ribbon
invitation for him to attend
Monday's hearing

Senate President Franklin
Drilon sought a thorough
review ol the law on gam
bling and the issue on lepal
izing the pambling

PESO CRASHDOWN
JACKS UP COSTS

The peso exchanpe rate
of 26 1o the Unued States
dollar prior to the 1997
regional Asian crisis depre-
ciated 13.5 percent since
January this year and col-
lapsed 10 P46.61 on Octo
ber 4, jucking up the prices
ol rood uand other basic
necessitics

Unless the reversing lac
tor which is the remittance
of Filipino overseas work
ers’ earned dollars flow in
this October as normally
oceurred in the past, the
covernment hleak
yeurend close ut P48 1o the
Jdollar

But while ol prives re
main gh, there has been

laces @

no anllow as yel wl Lhe
dollars
other
velopment projects in the vil
rich countries have been
completed or are in the fin
ishing stuge so that Filipimo
contract workers are no
longer needed. Hundreds who
have not been able to find
jobs as domestics have re
turned home
Manulacturers need dol-
lars Lo import raw materials
for their factories. Oil com
panies corner the dollars Irom
banks to purchase petrolenm
products from profiteering

workers’
Construction

VO TsCUS

und de-

Arab and South Ao «=rican oil
producers. The o1l shock
pressures the small business:
men who require dollars o
buy the raw Matemrials,

The bauered  poreso has
weakened to 0 por nt where
it can buy less [Orei gnmoney
to bring in lorel2n @2 oods and
services. This Mean s consum-
ers will pay more  for [ood,
clothes, luxuries . < fectnety,
waler and telephesne hills
Businessmen Wit heave lower
profits, Travelers a bHroad will
pay more [of airg>lane fare
and hotel rooms

MART FOLE_OWS
TRENI®

The markel feacsts accord-
ing to prevalling P ublic sen-
timent, The 30°Conrypany Phil
ippine Stock EXch=snge index
perked up whem =t was an-
nounced that Wpane Lucio Tan
was infusing P 1L O million
(8215 milhon) 1m the atling
Philippine Naticonul Bank
where he holds =26 percent
shares

The report Tha v President
Joseph Estrofit hizmd been re
ceiving hribk Mmoraey from il
< harged by
Iocos Sur Gy Luis

Chavit"” Sitgseamn [iled o
dampen Tan's sShow inthe arm
[or PNB

The Bangher Sentral ng

Pilipinas inervere tion in the

legal gumblinz

downshding peso by selling
S50 million wure ed from (s
psual conduil € hease Manhal
tun Bank prosppeed up e
Manila shares. Th < peso drew
strength [rom the  rebound ol
regional cureheie s and ¢ losed
higher il P46.39 5 apsinst the
day hefore

By the Bane ko Seniral
backed off aller ¢ he regionals
soon fell. The Armsilian dol
lar slumped by | 8.3 percent,
The Indonesim rmapuh depre
ciated by 191 goercent. the
New Zeulond o ollar by 23
percent, Thit bzaht by 11.9

percent, and the Euro by 12.8
percent

Dollars come in from ex-
porters, overseas contracl
workers who sell the dollars
they earn abroad, banks and
investors who speculate on
making profits from short-term
deposits or by buying Philip-
pine stock market shares. The
dollar investors have only one
aim: to profit,

Because they no longer find
high returns on Philippine
investments, the stock market
too is in its doldrums as capi-
talists collect their profits and
flce the country to se¢ek gains
elsewhere

The villain cited is the
United States. The Bangko
Sentral says the US is drain-
ing dollars from the rest of
the world even after the Fed-
cral Reserve Bank increased
interest rates which exacerbates
the uncertainty of investing in
Asian markets

A major cause cited for
pressure on the peso Is “*the
deterioration of domestic con-
fidence in the political man-
agement of the country.’” This
has been focused by Time,
Newsweek and Asvia weeklies
which quoted the disenchant
ment by West and East Coast
Filipimos in the United States
the Estrada
tion whao beheve

with adminisira
a change of
leadership 18 necessary

“*Sentimenl has been hit by
weak investment and electrome
imports, plus the
wrought by El Nino-induced
drought,’* says a study relcased
in August which finds the
dominant issuc sull s the
effectivity of the Estrada ad-
ministration

“The negative effects ol the
Mindanao problem. the stock
exchange scandals and other
public concerns causing capi-
tal outflow are driving the weak
says BSP rescarcher
Diwa Guhigundo, He said the
two factors of a strong US
cconomy and domestic crisis
are pushing down the peso

changes

|‘L’M'.' '

OFFICE OF THE

WOTARY PUBLIC

Currency. the foliowing described real properties. logether with gll the buildings and
olher imprevements sasling thereon 1o wit

TRAMSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-185678

A parcel of land (Lot 9-C of the subd plan Psd 13009605 beng & portion ol
ol 9 Bk 57 Psd-1650 LRC Rec No 3563) siluated i Brgy Pafok. Bo San
Francisco del Monte, @ City M Mia Bounded on the SE  along hnes | 1o 3 by
Lot 8D, of the subd plan en the SW  alang lne 3-4 by Lot 10, Bk 57 Psd-1650
on the NW . along knes 4 to & by b1 9-B of the subd plan and on the NE along ]
hne 61 by kbt B Bk 57 Psd-1650 NOTE on the HNortheaslem portion strp ol 2 m :
wide Perpetual nght ol way is provided x » x onlalning an area of
ONE HUNDRED FIFTY SEVEN SG M & SEVENTY FIVE SQ DECIMETERS (157 79}/

TRANSFE R CERTIFICATE OF TITLE MO. W-10012%

A parcal o Wnd (shown on plan of subdn Lol No 5 Bk No 54, Psd-1650
baing o porticn ol Lot wA.2-BA Psd 1677 GLRO Rec. Mo 3563 siluated in the Bo
el hetonte Mun of San Juan del Monte, Prov of Rizal Bounded
on the Nerheas! by Lot to 6 on the Southeast by Sapang Manuble River on the
Southwes!'by Lol Mo 4 and on ine Northwest by Road x x % X X X contaning,
HLIF-IDRED NINETY EIGHT (498) 50 METERS more or kss /

RENATO E. TAGUIAM
Atlorney-Al-Law
Penthouse, Quadstar Bldg.,
Orligas Ave., San Juan
Melre Manila

of San Frangisel

an area of FOUR
CHINA BANKING CORPORATION

Morigagee

Fie Mo FRE# 00-205

Extra Judicial Forechsure

ol Renl Estate Morigage
under Act ¥135 s amended
by Act 4118

« VErsus
SPS BERNADETTE SEE TiJ &
JIMMY TIU and/or CHINA CARPET
MANUFACTURING CORPORATION
Morigagors

Sa ke wi be posied for a period of wenly (20) days in Ihree

ruols Pablic= I where the subject properties are
Jed and whit® the= sucton sak shall take place and Vkewse, @ copy of Ihis
wotice will be plbhshe«d for he same penod in 8 newspaper ol general circulation
won = wetk lor \hes (3) conseculive waaks the lirst publcation
lo foke place o Maast twenly (20) days before the dale ol auclion sae
The undaregneed Fyeraby lurther gives notice thal on Oct 27 2000 the mimmum
l (2 ) buyers/bide will nol participate in tha auclion sake pur
Coutt EN BANG Resoltion embodied in Administistive Matter
Mo 66.10.05.0 dmied Decomber 14 1999 which become sileclive on January 15
2000 the suk W posiponed ond e seheduled on Nov 14 2000 at the place
and limp hatalclors  =taled
| gyer-—< andior braders are hereby enjoined 10 investigale laf them

Prospesive b
o5 (he lilks operties and the encumbrances therean Il any

pleces in Quezon Cily
XK KX XX

in Uuaton Ly
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE _OF TITLE NO. N-185679

A parcel of land (Lot 9:D of the subd plan Psd-13.009605. being a portion of

Lot % BK 57 Psd-1650 LRC Rec Mo 3563) siluated in Brgy Pahok Bo San

Francisco del Monte Q City M Mia inded on the NE aking lines 1 lo 3 by

Lot & Bk 57 Psd-1650, an the S akng Mnes 3 1o 6 by Sampang Marable Rivera

Upon extro judicial petition for soks under Act 3135 us amended by Act 4118 o yye SW  along Anies 6 10 8 by bl 10 Bk 57 Psd:1650 and on the NW  along
On the: Northeastarn parlion stnp

Iiked by CHINA BANKING CORPORATION. wilh 'I'_r"':"l" 1 ond ploce of bus: tnes B:91 by Lot 9-C of the subd plan NOTE
ness at Paseo de Réxas cor Vilar St. Makali Cily, as morigagee doted March 05 o ide perpetual nght of way is provided x x x X x conlaining an area of ONI
2 2000, execuled by BERNADETTE SEE TIU in het behaf and as atlomey-infoct — yyjypRep FIFTY SEVEN SQ M & SEVENTY FIVE SQ DEGIM (15775)/

of JIMMY TIU and residing a1 No 71 Kakraya St Guezon Gily sndlor CHINA

CARPET MANUFACTURING CORPORATION a&s morigagors fo salisly the maorl TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE MO. N-1B5680

gage indebledness exchsive ol sccrued mnleresl snd penally amounis 1o Nineleen A parcel of land (Lot 9.B ol the subd plan P<d-13.009605 being @ portion of
Millon Three Hundred Fifty Eight Thousand Seven Hundred Forty Nine & 59 bl 9 Bk 57 Psd-1650 LRC Pahok Bo San
{P19.358 749 59) pesos plus Ihe stipulaled interest snd penally, altorney's fees and Francisco del Monte Q along hnes 1.2 by Lot
other charges and sxpenses which may become dus and payable lo Ihe aloremen B Bk 57 Psd 1650 4 by Lot 9.C ol the subd plan
lioned morigagee the undersigned Notary Pubbe hereby gives on ths SW  along kne 4.5 51 Pud. 1650 and on the NW
esied parties and fo the publ ) | 561 by Lot %A of the subd plan TE On Ihe Nonheasiem porton strp of 2
in the morming or soon therealtor infroni of the Main Entrance Quezon Ciy Hall g wide Perpetual Right ol Way s provded =
Bidg he will sell 8t public uction lo the highest biddar for L ASH and in Philppine  ONE HUNDRED THIRTY SQ M & FIFTY 5Q

require menl

suanl 1o the Supierme

ill be

7 the= sad real p
thare be
September 21 2000
(5gd )| RENATO E TAGUIAM
Hotoary Pubkc
Until 31, 2001
FTR¥ 1608 1-0-00/Q C

5 Manila
Rec Mo 3563) situated in Brgy
City, M Mla Bounded on Ihe NE
on the Sk
by Lot 10 BE

along hne J 1

Copy lurmishid

Al Concamod

all inler
n general thal on Ocl 21 20 al 10 00 oclock

nouce 10 abong knes
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More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

wm ’

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities, Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes
and tum them into international champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

- PAGA

champions.

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

°,
£
\k ) Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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RESS FREEDOM HEROES

DAM Michnik, former dissi-

dent, historian, writer, lec-

turer and one of Poland’s

leading journalists, has been

the editor in chief of the first

independent Polish daily news-
paper, Gazeta Wyborcza, since its
inception in 1989. A life-long activist
for human rights, he was detained
many times between 1965 and 1986,
spending a total of six years in prison
for his opposition tot he communist
regime. An adviser tot he Solidarity
trade union federation during the
1980s, he was a negotiator lor the
Solidarity team during the Round
Table negotiations of 1989 between
representatives of the government,
Solidarity and other groups that
brought an end to communist rule in
Poland.

Michnik was barn Oct. 17, 1946, After
the March protests of 1968, he was ex-
pelled from the University of Warsaw and
imprisoned from 1968 to 1969, Complet-
ing his degree in history at the Adam
Mickiewicz Unmversity in Poznan in 1975,
he helped found the Workers'
Committee (KOR) in 1976
pated as a lecturer in the “*Flying Uni-
versity,'" an that hrought
mlvilc‘;'lu;.ls and worker activists together
in underground seminars.

Atter General Wojciech Jaruzelskr im-
posed martial law i 1981,

Defense
and partici-

organtzation

suspending
Sohidarity and Interning 11s leader, Lech
Walesa, Michnik was again umprisoned
from 1981 10 1984 and from 1985 1o 1986,
hut he continued 1o
and civil society atter s release. Fol-
1989 Round Table talks, he
member of the first non-

advocate democracy

lowing the
served as a

i+ }!!I
LR

$ ”“B“ll kIS » QRO
PRESS FREEDOM HEROES

MICHNI

communist Seym (Lower House) from 1989
i 1991

Michnik co-tounded Gazeta Wyborcza
(Electoral Gazette) in 1989 *°
from the

a5 the tirst
free newspaper Elhe 1o
Viadivostok. ™

to support Sohdarity's elecnion hd, Michnk

Although onginally launched

was quick to assert its editorial indepen-
dence. The that “‘this
newspaper has come into being as 4 resull
Round Tahle
are publishing and editing 1t ourselves,

Mrst issue started

of the dagreement, but we

and we alone are accountable, ™
“We

roots in the opposition,

lave always been proud ot our
KOR and Soli-
Michnik said on the 10th anni-
versary of Gazeta Wyborcza, "But we
never wanted to be either
Solidarity or part of it, For we wanted
1o work tor a democratie Poland, and not
tor successive Solidarity union bosses or
We helieve
that the prerequisite of our credibihity s
independence, political and
Michmk said. “*We have built up
independence over ) years,
many compliments and diatribes along the
way."’

Today, Wyborcza s
best-selling daily newspaper.
tinues

darity, ™

an organ ol

tor any other political party. ...

material,””
this

receiving

Gazeta Poland's
and 1t con-
share with

array of supplements, a

(0 broaden its market
an ever-wider

weekend color magazine and several

regional editions. Gazeta Wyborcza has
become one of the most respected dallies
Michnik

About

in Europe, but IS characteristi-

cally s own role 1n the

paper

always emphasized that | per
all the
but | am

muodest
suceess of the

"1 have
sonally take 1ull responsibility for
mistakes and taitlings ol Gazeta
reluctant to take responsibility for ifs suc-
‘The success of Gazela

cesses, " he sawd

18 the work of my colleapues, many women

and men who were able to organize «

modern editorial board and & well-tunc-
tioning enterprise. My own input 18 hm
ited tact that 1 didn't
rum it all. "

A tormer member of the

POLAND

to the manage 1o

1Pl executive

A prominent Polish essayist, intellectual and former dissident against communist
rule, Adam Michnik helped launch one of Eastern Europe's most lespectec_:l
dailies, Gazeta Wyborcza, after Poland'’s fransition to demociacy.

board, Michmk 1s the author o1 countless cacy ot and freedom,
and books, Hlx'll_ldlﬂ}' Let-

ters from Prison and Other Essavs,

democracy
including the French PEN Club Freedom
Award 1n 1982, the Robert F. Kennedy
Human Rights Award in 1986 and he OSCE
Democracy in

press
essays, articles
a4 col-
lection of his smuggled-our writings. He
Prize for Journalism and

19496.

has received numerous awards i recog-

nition of his eloquently articulated advo-
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AMOUS Italian journalist Indro Montanelli is only too familiar with

the very real threats posed by political extremism. As a freelancer

covering the Spanish Civil War, he was expelled from the Italian

Jjournalists’ union and forced into exile by the Fascists in 1937

because of his objective reporting. Returning to Italiy in 1939, he
was arrested by the Nazis in 1943 and sentenced (o death for an article
on Benito Mussolini. He managed to escape after 10 months in prison.
Years later, he faced danger again when he was shot in the legs by leftist
terrorists of the Red Brigades in Milan.

Born in Fucecchio, near Florence,
on April 22, 1909, Montanelli studied
law and political science at the Uni-
versity of Florence. He began his
journalism career das a freelance re-
porter for Paris Soir and the United
Press news agency before joining the
prestigious Milan daily, Il Corriere
della Sera, in 1939, Initially a sup-
porter of Italian fascism, he joined the

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby glven thal the estale ol the
lale FELIX MANALANG SH. who died on July
23, 1991 has been extrajudicially setlled among
his heirs In 2 document enlitied Extra Judiclal
Selllement Among Helrs With Dead ol Absolute
Sale which was acknowledged belore Nolary Public
Ally, Heclor B. Cenleno bearing Doc. No 13, Page
No 3, Book No. 6, Sarles ol 2000
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ruling National Fascist Party as a youth
and served in the Italian campaign in
Abyssinia. However, he quickly es-
tablished a reputation for independent
reporting as a war correspondent in
Spain, Finland, Norway, Albania and
Greece. He was arrested by the Ge-
stapo and sentenced to death in Janu-
ary 1944 for an unflattering piece on
Mussolini and his lover, Clara Petacci,
but he escaped to Switzerland before

LEGAL NOTICE

Alfidavit ol sell-adjudication ol the estale ol
Ihe deceased RODOLFO JAO ZIPAGAN who died
withoul leaving any will on Augusl 26, 2000 in
Quezon City Alleen B. Zipagan, only helr Docu
men! No, 181, Page No. 37, Book Ill, Serles ol
2000 of notary public tor and In Quezon City Ally
Ambrosio S de Luna
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'E_ Indro Montanelli was arrested by the Nazis in 1943 and senfenced fo death

for an article about Mussolini and his lover, Clara Pelaccl. He managed to
escape and weni on fo become the founder of two newspapers,

they could execute him .
After the war, Montanelli returne
to Il Corriere della Sera and built a
reputation as one of ltalv’s most-re-
He reported from
various European capitals and was one
ot the first correspondents in Budapest
during the Hungarian uprising in 1956
In 1973, he decided to leave Il Corriere,
after its new owners signaled a swing
to the left, and founded his
conservative daily, Il Giornale
On June: 2, 1977, Montanelli was
walking 'to his office in Milan when
he was shot four times on the legs by
members of the extreme leftist Red
Brigades movement, whose avowed aim
wads to destroy the ltalian state. Un-
daunted,
as editor in chiet of /Il Giornale and
launched a campaign against terror-
ism. "‘If they [the terrorists] think |
am going to shut up, they are very
mistaken,”” he told the media at the
time. “‘There is no one on the paper
who would give in to these tactics.”
Ironically, Il Giornale was eventu-
ally muzzled by Montanelli's friend,
media mogul and future prime minis-
ter Silvio Berlusconi, who had become

spected journalists

uown

he returned to his position

a minority shareholder of the paper in
1978. When Berlusconi decided to enter
politics in 1994 against Montanelli's
urging, Montanelli was typically out
spoken in his condemnation. He pre-
dicted that [l Giornale would join
Berlusconi's three television networks
as a mouthpiece for the candidate’s
election campaign,

Already in his mid-80s, Montanelli
lett /I Giornale. He rejected an offer
by the new publisher of Il Corriere 1o
return to the daily as editor and in-
stead launched another newspaper, La
Voce, in March 1994, 'l was forced

to found a new newspaper when |
hecame aware of the incompatibility
between my independence and the will
of the proprietor who, until he en-
tered politics, had been an exemplary
proprietor,”” Montanelli said.

La Voce became a leading voice of
opposition to berlusconi’s controver-
sial and short-lived government. With
an energy the envy af those half his
age, Montanelli organized meetings 10
campaign against threats to press free-
dom. ""Let's meet around the table,
left and right together, to defend the
common good -- freedom of expres-
sion and opinion,”" he said.

Although La Voce sold as many as
400,000 copies daily during
Berlusconi's campaign, circulation later
dropped oft and the daily was forced
1o close after only a year because of
financial difficulties. Montanelli
turned to [/l Corriere della Sera (o write
a daily column in which he comments
on readers’ letters.

re-

The author of some 60 books,
Montanelli is the recipient of numer-
ous awards, including the World Press
Review's International Editor of the
Year for 1994 and Spain's prestigious
Prince of Asturias Award for Com-

munications and Humanities in 1996

His belief in journalism free of any
constraints is best exemplified in his
decision in 1991 to refuse an appoint-
ment as senator-for-life of the Repub-
lic of Italy. In a letter to President
Francesco Cossiga, he wrote: “‘Un-
fortunately, the model of an absolutely
independent journalist prevents me from
accepting this flattering offer.”

m ?




We ‘Forum

OCTOBER 16-22, 2000

Man with the Golden Gun

UETENG, like Rome, was not built in one day. It was
nurtured by a man with a golden gun who patrolled his
.:00s Sur jueteng domain in a horse-drawn calesa, so the
legend goes.

The numbers game declared illegal by law broke its bound-
aries to reach out over the entire Ilocos region and Cagayan
Valley. So that by the time Evaristo (Titong) Singson died
in 1989, the jueteng empire had ensconced itself over Luzon.
Titong’s daughter Eva Grace Molina is now mayor of Vigan,
the Ilocos Sur capital.

Before Titong’s demise, he bequeathed his golden gun
like a royal scepter to his younger brother Chavit. So for
nearly three decades, Luis (Chavit) Singson was an erstwhile
congressman and now governor of Ilocos Sur, ““involved in
jueteng, tobacco, guns, family feuds and patronage politics.”

Chayvit teamed up with a Tarlac politico in jueteng op-
erations covering almost all of Luzon. A falling out between
the partners shrunk Chavit’s jueteng empire to the Ilocos.
Pangasinan was jueteng financier Rodolfo (Bong) Pineda’s
turf. His wife Lilia is mayor of Lubao, Pampanga. Central
Luzon has become Pineda’s preserve. Cagayan Valley is in
the hands of an ex-mayor.

As jueteng lord, Chavit’s stature grew. He was described
as “‘President Estrada’s erstwhile buddy who became an over-
night darling of an opposition congressman in his unlikely
role as whistle-blower while the President has taken to calling
him a smuggling and gambling lord.” How did this come
to pass?

It appears that Mr. Estrada has a San Juan boyhood
friend, Charlie (Atong) Ang, who appeared in a newspaper
photo with him at a game of baccarat at a Roxas Boulevard
casino. The video clip was flashed on national television by
an erstwhile friend who became a political rival for Presi-
dent.

Friend Ang was then implicated in masiao gambling in
the Visayas and Mindanao. Ang brainstormed combatting
jueteng, said to corrupt local officials and the police with
a variation of the game. He gave it the name Bingo Two-
Ball. Bingo is a genteel social game played in Church charity
functions.

Bingo Two-Ball, however, is jueteng in another form
although ti has been franchised by the Philippine Gaming
and Amusement Corporation. The Pagcor gets 23 percent of
the income. Ang’s consultancy firm manages the 77 percent
and has the option to name the sales agents and supervisors.

So while Bingo Two-Ball has become Ang’s preserve and
is used by Malacainang to kill jueteng, where does that leave
Chavit Singson?

Chavit called President Estrada the patron of gambling
and afterwards sought sanctuary from Jaime Cardinal Sin,
who forthwith gave Chavit his blessings. But he did not get
accommodations at the Manila prelate’s villa.

Both Chavit and Ang earlier failed to attend the Senate
inquiry into gambling. At presstime, however, they are being
questioned by the Senate. Let’s wait and see.

’ Y

EDITORIAL

g s vavn 1)

By » 5 wvay

Nothing new

THAT the Palace receives hundreds of
millions trom gambling lords and that the
President should be impeached for cul-
pahle violation of the Constitution are old
We've heard time
immemorial and we're tired hearing of

at of these since

them again. In a week or two. the Erap-
Singson-Tan tempest over jueteng will have
subsided, and soon atter, all the hulla-
baloo on kicking out the President will
he tforgotten. The Philippines isn't America,
after all, the
Amboys notwithstanding.

ever-growing number of

As | see it, the word war would not
have exploded if all the conspirators got
their respective dues or what they thought
they deserve. One, maybe two, of the
three tan away with the lion's share,
the twa with the

leaving other one or

crumbs. There's supposed o be honor
even among thieves, but in ths case 1l
seems there's very hittle, or none at all.
S

Under our political set-up, impeach-
ment is next te impossible. To oust a
President who clings to power like
Marcos did, it's necessary to do an EDSA
or a Boshevik,

This isn't to say we should rise up
against Erap. We voted for him, didn’t

ONE’S WORTH

| by MAXNOBLE

EEEX®

Wish we had debates between the top
two presidential and vice presidential con-
tenders before E-Day, as they do in
America.

The first of three meetings between
Gore and Bush was excellent. It was high-
level and both stuck to the issues.

Something | couldn’t imagine if, say,
Erap and Joe de Venecia debated with
each other. It would have been outstand-
ing for its vacuity.

Both Gore and Bush had done their
homework. 1'd give them an ""A"
their performance, with Gore having a
plus.

for

EE S & B
I'll be out for a week, just to gel
away from it all. Sometimes we need to
escape from the world we live in.
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OPINION

LEGAL ISSUE OVER TOXIC WASTE

THE environmentalist role of the United
States as the vaunted plobocop is facing
universal scrutiny in the raging issue over
the toxic waste mess its military forces left
behind when they pulled out of their bases
at Clark Field and Subic Bay

Through its embuassy in Manila the US
government had disowned any responsibil-
ity for this growing problem now known to
many environmentalists the world over as
the most unmitigated toxic disaster of our
time.

For as US embassy officials insist, the
American forces had practiced good envi
ronmental stewardship during their stay in
the Philippines. Likewise, the Pentagon stands
pat on its observation that not a single US
military base in the world today 1s free from
s0il or ground water contamination con
sidering that there will always be a possi-
bility that theére is toxic contamination ev
erywhere.

As this debate heats up, the Boston Globe
however, came out with an investigative report
that the military lorees which were based
in the Philippines truly have polluted the
environs of their then Philippine bases in
ways that would be illegal and, therefore
must be criminally prosecuted in secordance
with US

The Globe further sustained
by the nhndings bared by the US Generul
Accounting Office in 1992 that the environ
mental damage at the Philippine bases was
significant and s not 0 line with the US
environmential standards

The Globe also came out with an in-depth
report from the Pennsylvanii-based US
environmental company, the Weston Inter
national, which bared that soil throughout
Clark was contaminated with jet fuel, ben
zene, pesticides, oil and PCBs,

laws

report Was

Along with the Globe expose, a research
group commissioned by the Philippines later
released a report warning that the perilous
Loxic waste 18 capable of penetrating the
witer supply of an infected environment

According to a research by the Toronto
based International Institure of Coneern lor
Public Health in 1998, people living in or
within the periphery of the bases are prone
to suffer a high rate of various diseases
meluding cancer, heart and respiratory
problems, Kidney disorders and nervousness
and reproductive ailments.

Al s writing, municipal records show
that scores of people including children have
succumbed 1o cancer and heart illness afler
being contaminated by toxic waste dumped
by US troops which penetrated their com
munities

Meanwhile, reliable sources say it would
take some S1 billion (or P40 billion) to clean
up the two former US toxic
hiazardous wuste

bases ol and

Nonetheless, 1t 1s of unmost exigency that
the US povernment pow starl deting with
dispateh on this problem, which 1s a moril
and legal obligation. It must

aceept such

responsitbility under mternational law 1o
undertake the necessary cleanup ol this base
ds soon as possible to protect the health of
communyiies anside Ihe

e Biases

and within perim

eler ol lormer American

l?l'|‘l_'ll\:l1 appeals o the American gaoy
ernment to h\']p c¢lean up the toxic contami
areas in their former
keep tallimg on deal ears
government

For we can only afford littde tune 1o

remove all toxins that have mfecied all hiving

mated hises seem

Wiliich 1« why our

miust aclt now

arcas in the buases and are now penetirating

environs outside the Jormer US installutions

Sinee these toxie pertls travel underground

through soil movement and water channels,
there is no way of telling when they may
show up. But when they do, 1t would be too
late to even sanitize the contaminated areas
and help the increasing number of infected
people remedy their sufferings

The way things are these days, we cun
hardly expect the US to make available
military cquipment to clean up the toxic waste
contammation. And il at all sueh equipment
is made available, sueh equipment would
likely be out-ol-duate pear that the US had
consipned to the junkyards.

Should the Philippine government decide
to take legal uction, it would be merely tuking
normal steps that a civilized nation would
adopt to protect the lives of its citizens

Such 4 case would be raised with the US
government as respondent to resolve whose
ultimate responsibility it is to protect hu
man lives from the perils spawned by (he
reckless disposal ol waste in their area of
jurisdiction :

Resorting 1o take the
imnternational tribunal 1s not by any means

case belore an
amed at amphiying our country's hostility
towards another wihich
to elean up the waste they leave behind their
iled
But the Philippine government has every

governmel reluses

bases ol operalions us uan AHIBIST]
abligation toogls ||\--=]~!‘_' o ke leeal aetion

with environmental laws |
wiieh

CONLRMIminLs

st
enacted sinee 1976
dumping ol roxic
thiat were dumped by
Lhedr

i e
prohibits the
like 1hose
American troops in
ises

In which case, the American govermment
lad

Philippmne bases

allowed its military personnel in their
Ly disregurd sovereign liws
I the Philippines to dump and handle toxie
chempeuals in Cliark and Subie

While we are at 1. we

areuas [or yeuars
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DATELINE:
MANILA

by C. STUTZ FERNANDEZ

American [riends that as a vocal advocate
of the Rio Convention Treaty on Environ-
mental Issues, the US povernment has agreed
that as genceral rule the polluter must be
responsible for the cost of elean-up for the
toxic spills, or toxic waste recklessly strewn
around anywhere in the world

Our legul luminaries foresee that we may
have a winning case here -- particular]y so
when our rightful claims are backed by moral
and conclusive evidences to butlress a
humanitarian cause

Meanwhile, we sincerely hope that Chair
man Jejomar Binay of the MMDA would
not be bothered by his conscience tor threat
ening Lo sue the Greenpeace [or dumping
a truckful of the US
embassy to awaken the moral values of the

Loxic waste before
very
ol Lons ol waste at Clark and Subie in their
Lme -

same people who dumped thousands

This sul, indeed, should endear Mr
the s tellowmen who are
sutfermy wilments caused by (oxic
contamimants now penetrating their homes
Mr. Binoy's case should rumble like a
thunderbolt to awaken humanity of the perils
al loxic waste

THE PLAY’S...

(From page 9)

Binay
nto hearls ol

MOW

others who actually do not like Lea Salonga
Thus the anti-Saigon feeding frenzy by an
assortment of displaced artists, Ejercito
hashers, unsuccessiul Misy Saigon wanniabes,
feminists and nationalists that the intrigue
prone delighted 10 carry

But night atter night, in the past week, the
CCP has been filled 1o the rafters with genu

media are

inely appreciative crowds. Of course, these
days, altendance is by invitation only, which
means all lickets are free. It
seen 1l the show can gencrale cnough of a
paving fill wp the CCP's |,800
sculs, cight shows a week, lfor six months.
The audience is truly enthralled by the show
They are carried away by the story of Kim.
i peasunt girl Torced mto prosutution i Saigon
Wir, She has h

who 1s lorced o leave

remains (o be

audience 1o

the Vietnam
n Gl,
hecause the Vieteong have liberated the ¢ty
lell

it the clase ol

bryel allalr walh
contusion ol
Gl's baby
her her

Kim, who Is behind 1 the
the
ind walls
child

I spite of my objections to the use of power
W pull ofl the staging ol Mixy
Satgon an Muaniln, | would not begrudge the
ol the this pro

The play's the thing. Misy Saigon

hus the
lor

acualion,
rciurn

Anerican ev

for him L and

widd anlluence

casl

und crew excellence ol
dugtiom
should therelore be judged on its arlsic mer
s, nob on the expedlations ol ant t!npulm]i..'-l
und when all other

arpuments fuil, demand political correciness

nationalist groups whao,

os o last resord

As Tor IV Ejercito, Litw Banayo, and their
Bavane Makulay toundation
o and 2004 we can lind o way Lo pet them

perhaps between

t strong-arm public and privite sponsors on
helwll ol

(PNI)

cyually worthy local productions
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MS. SAIGON: Same flak as Erap.

THE PLAY’S THE THING

by PAULYNN P. SICAM

We ‘Forum
OPINION

One might argue that the news blackout imposed by the military in Sulu
is necessary for various reasons -- the safety of the journalists in the
midst of what the military regards as Abu Sayyaf territory cannot be
guaranteed; the military doesn’t want its movements telegraphed to the
enemy through media dispatches; the military doesn't have the time to be
looking out for the enemy and guarding journalists at the same time; and
so on. And yet one might also argue that these are exactly the issues
that require scrutiny by the media, if not other people and authorities.

CRABS IN A BASKET

ERHAPS the only other person or entity that has received as much

fak as President Estrada has these days is the Philippine production

| of Miss Saigon. And it is beginning 1o look like the flak directed
at Miss Saigon has much to do with the Fact that it is related, in

a very big way. to President Estrada.

As everyhody Knows by

now, presidential son JV
Eiereite is the high-profile
representative ol Bayang
Makulay Foundation, the lo
cal producer ol Misy Saigon
thus expectedly puthing cv
notice that
ernment Munds might be used
ta linunce the

The fact ol the
producer’s presidential con

L‘f}'n!l]c an _]_n..\-
show

lacal

nection has sinee provided
enough grist tor o hate cam
pajgn againsi the show. The
way Baying Muakulay has
riised ¢elose 1o PS5O0 milhion
in these financially tronbled
times, the way it has bam
boozled the Cultural Center
of the Philippines into giv
ing the production primacy
in the CPP,
repular companies and lore
ing them to find other. less
convenient therr
shows, appropria
tion of all free parking spuces
for arnists at the CCP,

casing out ils

venues Lor

even ials

]]\'\_.‘.
111 been lard at the doorste)
of the presidential name drop
Pers

IV and his
sell-promoting presidential
und
tive Lito Banayo, have us
sured the public that the 58§,
the GSI1S, and other regulin
milking cows in government
have not put any money int
Misy Safpon. But that hasn'i
placated the theater groups

pariner, ht

adviser tOUrism cxecu

whose reptlar sponsors in the

private sector have heen
milked dry ol the
budgets that they would oth

crwise have placed 1 varl

re el

ous Jocal produetions

It s casy 1o nnderstand

the hostihiey ot logal art
Lo the Phitlippine prodict
al MiEss Scigont, Misy S

I!.l.u!.\'.||i\ !

has displaced

.I|11:“\I l'\-'l'_\ ather \I.n W m
Clearly, the
frefd, whiel, e
had
leveled

sources enough to Keep per

Lo pluying
wirrld ol
arts, been

the pretLy

much with T
[ormance companies porng
has been upset by the sheer
weight of JV Ejerato’s name
and the enormous imfluence
it wields
A show this big and this
would not
heen possihle had any other
eniity
simply isn't feasible at

expensive have
tried to put at up. i
Lhs
time of ristng ol prices and
a free-falling peso. But if s
actlly happening i Manila
In Imelditic tradition, Miss
Sefpon, the musical that cata
pulted Filipino talents onto
the international stage, Un ex
travagant production even by
inter nutional standunds, s get
tng set Lo hegin i six montlh
Maunilu

)l have
v the manner mowhich Miss
have

run in
SETOuUs plections
Salgon s ]\rml'll ers

stroug-urmed everyone else
out of the pictire in the the
Which is why |
refuse Lo pay for o ticket Lo
wiateh this play. Bul | am

not about Lo stop anyone [rom

aler scenc

watehing pood

show

i |u'r|n'I|\
And Twias not beyand
weeepting 4 Ireebie 1o wateh
our own Filipino Saigon
performers shine, Hinally, on
lhome

Other objections, mostly
political, have heen ruised to
the stiaping ol Miss

g stage al

Satean

Aveard
Artists
CCP s
AMixs
Safeon 1= "4 aravesyy ol
Phalippine  sob
dignty

in the Philmppines
e Lo the Coneerned
i e Philippines. the

UINE i Tavor ol

eretenty  and

yomlestution ol

colonial mentahty

Femimists hatl about the

value of a “'play aboul pros
wd

titutes i her Towliles
harbor the

Dream.

who Ammerican
vrd Tl at Filipinoe
actors who would deign Lo
pluy such roles

The CAP sees the prodi
has eclosed an

o, wihaeh

muaor venues abroad atter an

P1-yelr run. as i

SUrplis
overpriced export produc
rechanneled o L |']'|i]1'|"|'1||\'
market In the spiric ol
globulization, 1t s puart ol Lhe
business ol
uned
overprice fn the pursuit ol

hig exporting

media culture at un
Brg bucks and colomal pro
paganda

The CAP also has an-axe
the political
ul the story ul

to: grind abaoi
Incorrect ness
Misy Satvon wlhieh eviades
the real catise of the unpopu
wineh Is the anter

Lhe

lar Wur
ventionist assault ol
Unpited Statey on the greal

and noble aspirutions ol @

peaple Tor nutional demog
racy Whew!

views have

heater re
heen this
determimed,

neves
grim and

I'here are other objectors
who hate the story of a loser,
bhad they
didn’'t muke 1t beyond the 1irst

wr leel heguause

audition, Some are sick ol

the hype, while there are

(Page 8, please)

Page 9

by BILL HUANG

ITH the Estrada administration’s military campaign in Sulu now
entering its second week, much is being made of the enws plackout
that has been imposed on the area, yesterday's military-sponsored
onided tour of the area notwithstanding. And much ought to be

made ol it

One wag flos opned o

the reasonthe operation s

Luken this fomn

D Cal by

ol the administratl
paving the military s
e orders

We

armmoang o tmy

mayv lTind ourselves
minurity: Bers
whisthime o the dark
may-as well ask whether th
HITE

|'l[i|L"|,lr|':\ ]
dramanic ol local hostage
taKiny

stiow bl s chance

episodes  have o
in hell ol
f-\'m:.' g|I"|.[t'! iy lace jus

tee, rather than benge shol
to shreds or Dhlown o
smithereens

Alrcady,

flicting reporls over civilian

there dre con
casualties, as the mihitary
thus
far, while Southern Philip

clavms only four dead

pines Council tor Peace and
Development exceeutive dired
tor Uitoh Salem Cutin cligms

Ut gt Jeast 200 gavihans have

already been Killiedd sond scores

wounded, And Ty

questions ol twetics . aboul

why the military s pound
img the swlfing ou ol the

island with aerial hombing

instead ol undertaking 4

surgical strike apamst the
LeTTOrIStS

One might argue that the
blackoul 1s

NEWs necessury

lor various reasans the
salety ol the ]-\III'li.ill‘\l‘u m
the midst o what the mil
hiry Ic‘l'.ll\!\ as Abu Sayyual
cannot be

Lerritary gusran

the militury doesn’

Wl als

leed:

movementy tele

graphed tothe enemy through

medio  dispatehes: the mih

by ror the

VI 2T pOurT

Wt
OTATE
| -..! will
probiem ual
ask? 1t migh

iy the

o

side 188U (ues
Lion ol ow o' capture L
Kidnappers while Keeping the

hostapes alive

And wet b oasn'ty 1k you

Lhin the mil

Lary s r‘.|‘~-'|\\~|. he objec

ansider Wl e
hive ol Keeping the hostages

hive, the Estrada adminis

tration has made wll sorts ol
poises about pulverizimg

exterminating and/oy eradi

cating the enemy. It

cleut

povernment's order ol pri

15 U
then,  what  this
arities might be in this un
dertuking

Perliaps the big question
fucing us 1sn't quite the big
question fucing them, Andthe
Know
will all be

In Sulu, the

NOONET W thix, the
Batter ol we
mhiary s
with' an

lased Pmmed e

problem 1o solve, and every
thing else takes a hackseal
And yet,

cused ol

helfore we're uce
stnghing the mih
1 hal

much how other branches ol

Lary  out, isntl pretty

this administration, and ol

idministrations belfore it
huve \'||\'T.|l(¢l '
sutd, s

History, 1t s

written by the victors, Ex
cepl 1 the Philippines, where
i lends 1o e obliterated by
hoth (he who seek
Lo put thetr

therr

vietars,
uw i staangy on

Limes al any cost, and

the losers, who regard 1 as
their calling Lo styimie wital
ever Lthe vigtors try Lo ds
Much like the dog thal seems
ta v C s

IS oWy

fust L
ul e dowy

Llie haske

rihs

don't puli

each other down i open sand
s kel '|‘|.'
the problem

s th
¢ people, we seem Lo

I [¥re eeupmied witly the

present, usually reacting o
it e dire combat with b, 5o

much so that the last thing
wur minds 1s the process
sserving facls, inlorma
ton or history sa we Can
study it in depth at some Jater
Lrmae
History and mstitutions are
nothing more than mee words
ta u people who spend ther
time coping with situations
and solving immediate prob
lems. Even morality can be

boiled down Lo situation
ethies. Nothing is ever right
or wrong It all depends
And so we find ourselves
stiek in vel another basket,
throw

ciples and other high-minded

ready Lo away prin
words just (o geta job dong,
even il we can’t be sure (hal
we apree on what that joh
15

It is time lor the mulitary
that 1
blackoul

and have media along Tor the

Lo aceepl must end

the news in Sulu,
ride, whatever the cost. There
is much for all of us to learn
aboui low things are getling
done down there, and exactly
whal things are getting done
And perhaps we will pick up
lessons not just [or now, hul
lor o long time (o
(Pan-Philippine News &
Information Network, Inc.)

came
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by CARLOS H. CONDE
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AFP VIOLATES OWN RULES
OF ENGAGEMENT, CHILD-ABUSE LAW IN SULU

N TOP of the alleged human rights violations that have heen leveled
against it in the wake of the military’s assault on Sulu, the Armed
Forces of the Philippines has also been violating its own rules of
engagement, as well as the law that protecis the rights and welfare

of children.

This wis the contention
ol Commission ol Human
Riphts commissioner Niusser
Murohomsalic during the
Ciudad Fernnndina torum n
Greenhills on September 27

Marohomsabic smd that
what we gatheresd
from media reports, particu

hased

lurly video Tootuge, 1t s clear
thitt the
gainsl

SN IVE Cammpangn
the Abu Suyyil
which involves all the major
servicees ol the AFP, violules
Republic Act 7610 (Child
Wellare and Protection Law)
which provides

ens whery

Pt the ar
ciinldren hve arc
."l'-'\l-l'ffl'l! LIS Wil I'l.|:|I
This
militiury operations, the com
MIssioner
children.
vilian

Lype ol massive
sind,
as well us the o

poncombatanis, 1o

exposes the

unnecessary risks

He added that
arullery near populaded ar
eas 15 a violation ol the AFP's
own rules of engagement as
well as of RA 7610

Marohomsalic sard
per statements el testimo
Irom relugees. local
officials, even from militury
ollicials themselves, some ol
the hombing raids,
them indiseriminate,
done in populated arcas

“There
children it by
shrapnel. while pliyving This
vialation 1s

the use ol

Lhat,

Mnies

“miny ol
wWere
wus Toolage ol

hombs, by

contained moa
policy directive ol the AFP
[thiat says] ‘the use ol aerial,
nuvil artillery
|fire]. especially
Firing
populated
civilian

11:l|]|:1_|.‘u s ure

and ImorLar
when the
MISSIONS are Near
and

materiul
likely 1o e
mcurred, is striety prohih

Murvhomsalic
FAILURE TO
COORDINATE

Another violution ol the
rules ol engagement, he s,
wiis: the fatlure by the mih
Lury Lo conrdinate i1s ssiull
with officials. This
coordinution, Marohomsali
cruciul tor the
delivery ol
during 1he

areas when

L asul e

ited, ™ LI

local
suid, wus
smooth LES T
serviees entire
operations. partieularly i the
hamdling ol

From

redipees
Whal we saw I
the Towtape . civiliins Gir

evacibing swithout courding

thon with govermment; there
wis nooorgamzation at all

This means that the mih
tury., before Launching the
campaign. did not coordinate
with concerned local govern
ment and did nm
issue arders 1o omove larpe

olhcials

proups of eivilinns, '™ he suid

He expluined a policy
urtieulated in g directive from
the office ol the AFP

Al stadl whieh requires it

Peture any serious combal

operalions are conducted
should e wn order

miliury

here
Lrom  Hhe estahlish

ment b move lirge proups
v lians s tat 1they

ot De unnecessarily and
unduly exposed toorisk dur
aperations. So

viohition, ™"

iy the s
18 dfother
e ——

On top of the alleged
human-rights violations
thal have been leveled
against it in the wake of
the military’s assaull on
Sulu, the Armed Forces ol
the Philippines has also
been violaling ils own
rules ol engagemenl, as
well as the law thal
prolects the rights and
wellare of children. This
was the contention of
Human Rights Commis-
sioner Nasser
Marohomsalic at a forum
on September 27. Carlos
H. Conde reporis on
Marohomsalic’s com-
ments, as well as on
Defense Secrelary Orlando
Mercado's own reading of
the situation, given al
separale lorums.

The existing military
blockade 1 Sulu

Lo cantann th

wiieh s
meant nove
ment ol ]h'<'|'|l' I~
violation of RA

CHR

becuuse )l

Commnuissioner
restriets the
ol children 1o maove
freely

Upder the rules ol e g
ment, Miuarohoamsalie added,
the military i owed

Whree diys (o TIIPOSE o vk

In oy
aide: Troan the start ol
aperations. This mle e sald

IS rearerited oy e o

circular noo 139 issued by
the Department ol Justice in
1991

*The Julo 1s
now entering iy second week,
but there 1s still o blockade, ™
he sand

The
helieves that the imposition
0] the pews bluckow constl

issaull on

commmissioner also

utes o blockade as it pre
vents the Hlow ol
lion from the

general puhlic

inlorma
arca Lo the

He exploned that these are
exsential Iy human rights vio
Pt the mahitary

imidicied Tor
LIARILITIES

In the me Marno
homsalic mamtaimed that the
Nulional
seltle s |

chould
AFP'S

VI

D4 prartment 1}
Defense has o
abilities with the residents in
the allected

Marohomsalic
tims of human rights viola
tions Lo approach the Depart
ment ol Sociul Wellare and

Development lor assistance

ireis

urged vie

as well as demand paymen
for damages from the DND

There 15 0 poliey
live that
DND o pay lor
meurred by
military opérations, ™ he saud

e
already

(irec
Tt the

damages

imandates
civilians Jduring
assgult on Jolo has
\11\]‘[.|Lt_‘11 35,000
people, who were [oreed (o
evacuute the areas lollowiog
massive bombings and ground
ulso

There have

been reports ol human rights

issauls

such s torture and
smmary executions, inflicted
o eiviliuns by the militury
meanwlile,
clatms that 3t has killed more
OO Abu Sayyval mem
ithouehe e has Taited

hodies ol the

violutions

The military

Han
hers
) show (i
Illn_'_‘_‘n.'u.' Dandis

one ol the

Crudad

Charity Plinis
_._'|||"1|\ il Ihe
Fernandina torum
.|1..'\ii"|| dhoud he verudiy
oo

Lkl

raised Hie
nmulary s allegotion

those swha died e the

assault were all buandis
Murolomsalie replicd that
Phe ity is reqgiired. o
render o report detaling the
Crretim sl SUEroineng
Ve e ed

e sared thit K

Phe dedhy al oeaehh
Bandin. M
AP swoiihd be el respon
salbde 0l o0 s ro ety e

e — —

MILITARY OPERATION: Violation of rules of engagement?

telintives of those who died
s reqguired by aw

Under the law Ny e
irrested by the military musi
e turned over toothe near
“Bur ap

s 185 nol

st opolice sution
parently, B g
done, he sand
Muarohomsalic emphasized
thit even in war, the legal
institutrons muslt continne o
aperate

human

"We cannot suspend
righis “just because

war,'" he sad

LOGICAL
CONSEQUENCE
The filing ol

igdinst certain personalities

there 18 o

charges
o government, he sad
\]:‘ILI|\1 bhe Lhe l\‘_L‘ll_-1| Cunl
seyience Pecause 1l 18 very
clear that the |AFP's| own
rules of engagement have
violated ™

He said the CHR s now
coordinating with the Tnte
prated Bar ol the Philippines
(IBP), which is contemplal
ing hhing a sui

byeen

aguinst the
militury belore the Supreme
Courl as now, |
woulld hike to announce that
I wonld join the 1IBP m il

Murohomsalic

AN GUrly

Inge the coase
prowhitmed

Me pdded tun
Beer o hunmvan righits cose Filed

apainst ony indivaduoal involved

there has

i the Jodo operation and thi
a three-member CHR
he wccompinicd hy represen
||"§fJ Wis sl
Wednesday

foovestigate the human righis

leam o

tnfives lrom  (he
Py e 1 Jado on
st tion Thers
1wl be g guided mves
Murohomsalic
referring ol e
viven hy tlw

ey o |.lu||:.||'.-|k wlied v

Lhginb e
U ped

ppded  rour
msisted on entering the W
Zone el oa elearey

ol i

el

silbabpen
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‘WHATEVER WE
NOW

SAY
IS SUSPECT®
A nother media forum
earlier o the day ot Lo Dolee
Restaurant, Delense
Orlunde Mercado
instrocted the

malitary 1o wllow and provide

Faontana
Seeretiry

siltd hie  has

security toothe representalives
ol the CHR “"to go anywhere
1o he able mnves
freate and look into clmms ol
humap-rights violations ™

He added: **The AFP, the
DND. the President, the Com
mander-in-Chiel will not allow

£ Ifi\l\\'Ll

uny violation ol hwman rights
[ g0 uppunished We will
I|.|III!|.|[L.‘[I\' he the losers 11 we
allow these things Lo happen.””

Mercado said that such
violators would be held respon
sihle under the law. ““They will
he eriminally and administra
fively charged if they violate
uny laws on human rights, even
i they are fighting handits who
|l-‘\l\v.

rights

no respect Tor human
That 15 no excuse whal-
soever Lo trample the basic
rights guaranteed by the Con
" Mercado declared
On the news blackout, the
seereiury

thint i wWas necessary “heeause

stilulian

delense maintained

there is no way for jourmilists
Py e Jolo] on then own, ™
hecause more peaple might get
Kidnupped by the Abu Suyyul

Bul. he

ol e protest registered by the

idded, s o resull
Detense Press Corps and (he
Foreipn correspondents, the
Jlbll'
EOOn
Al e Wr 2o

prnadisis have been

wowed 10 Cpurded
Lo ™" He said
that he has ainstructed AFP chiel
Anpelo Reyes o

(VTR B

wlstull Gen
o e b eledt

0oponl ol e o

repurters Lo
M eoided tours
N reado

VNPT oI s IS Dedded ediuse

sapd this sore ol

oW won Eallow tecess, we

WL haye all sorts of stories

that cannot be verilied,
Heconceded that, because
of the pews hlackour, *“*whit
EVCr We saY now I8 Hl]'\!‘i'tl
the solution. the former me
dig journalist pointed out, **is

media. ™
MORE FREQUENT
ENCOUNTERS

In his update. Mercado said
the encounters between the
traops and the abu Sayyal have
more frequent. This
means, he said, that the sol
diers are closing in on the
handits

He also explained the pro
longed crisis, saying that the
Abu Sayyal has shifted its
tuetics, going from one moun-
tatn to another. “*The etfort
is to turn this into a guerrilla

access by the

become

war,”" he said

But., Mercado
campaign in Sulu **is on track "'
and that the military 15 *"sim
ply carrying oul President
Estrada’s dircetive 1o once and
for all end the cycle ol vio
in Sulu

This is important, he said,
hecause the Abu Sayyal has
heen growing in strength and
number, Inureasing IS hirearms
haul from 230 10 1994 10 460
in 1999

Mercado added
Junuary | this yeur
dils have staged 47

said, the

lence’”

that

the hin
“lerrorist
which represents

.\]'('I.I.leh.”
@ 67 percent increase compared
lo the 28 aperations last year
So tar, he sad, the groups have
Kidnapped a total of 120 hos
lages

However, whether the gov
ernment will succeed in i1
campaign Ahu
Suyyal "'is something thu we
don't know, ' Mercado sand

Al least, he said, " nobody
it fault the AFP for domg
nothing (Pan-Philippine
News and Informatien Net-
work, Inc.)

against the
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AUTOMATION OF POLITICS

¢COMELEC’S 50-50 SOLUTION NOT GOOD ENOUGH’

by AYA FABROS

WITH the e¢lections
approaching, the Commission
on Elections (Comelec) and
the National Citizens” Move-
ment for Free Elections
(Namfrel) are both working
“*feverishly ™’ for the comput-
erization of the May 2001
polls

While the Comelec thinks
its best efforts could produce
only a partial (50 percent)
automation ol the

fust

election
process, Namfrel pointed out,
during # press conlerence last
September 26, that it has the
time, Tunds and resources Lo
go the entire distance

The law manduates the one
hundred percent automation
of the
Comelec has pursued this
mundate ut a

polls. However,

snill’s pace
Three years aller the enact-
ment of RA 8436 providing
for full compulerization ol
elections, the Comelec is sull
suing flor

time, offering 4

pmpn\ai- for automation that
will cover only 50 percent
of the country by May 2001
Under the Comelec’s sce-
nario, the other 50 percent
of voters will have to con
tend with the tedium of long-
hand voting manual
counting during the May 2001
polls. The Comelec is even
considering amending RA
8436, the election compul-

and

RP POLLS: Goodbye to long-hand voting.

erization law, o aecomimo

date this new lormuli

THE COMPUTERIZA-
TION LAW

RA 8436, passed mn De
cember 1997, mandated the
nationwide automation of the
election, and the counting and
canvassing ol votes by as
carly as the May 11, 19938
elections. The law created an
advisory council, composed
of government and private
experts in Information Tech-
nology and an ad hoc tech

nical committee, headed by
the Seeretary of the Depart
ment of Science and Teeh
nnfn;:\.', Lo oversee the auto:
Mallon Process

By January 29. 1998,
three months hetore the May
¢lections, the advisory coun
cil along with the technical
committee, completed an
¢xhaustive study that
cluded that nationwide com
puterization for the May 1998

con-

elections was “technically
feasible ™
The

Comelee, however

UNSTABLE PATH .

factors that led tot he
unsustained economic growth
in the Philippines in the last
three to four decades is low
productivity. And surveyed
empirical results on Philip
pine TFP found out that
indeed TFP has heen declin:
ing

Cororaton and Zingapan
siressed that policy interven
tion is needed according to
the document of the National
Action Apenda lor Produc-
tivity (NAAP), the country’s
program that addresses spe-
cific issues and problems in
productivity.

They said the pronounced
objectives of TFP policies in
the NAAP are three-lold

Cororaton and Zingupan
saiu the first of these 1s to
penerate globally competitive
products and services, add
ing thut the international
markel is importint for the

Philippines in view ol its
relatively small domestic
market that can limit the
realization of scale econo-
mies.

They said the role ol
complimentary polices, both
macroeconomic and sectoral
gre imporant in coming up
with price and quality com
petitive products. It may also
be that (macroeco-
nomic) policies aimed al
expanding markets are the
ones that drive TFP improve-
ment

Cororaton and Zingapan
suid the pro-
duce plobally competitive
products and serviees that are
expected o sustain the growth
of the country's three major
sectors (agriculiure, mdustry
and services, and public
seelor)

The modernization ol ag
riculture, which can come
with technologieal progress,

these

second 1s Lo

v (From page 12)

is planned to bring about the
transformation of the sector
as the largest employer in
the country

With higher productivity,
agriculture is expected Lo
release manpower for indus
triul The
economy over the long-term
is envisioned Lo industrial
ize while agriculture will
contribue a lower share to
GDP even as its productiy
ity improves

To address the transfor:
mation, a key component ol
the NAAP 15 to
provision ol infrastructure
(such us irrigation) by gov-
ernment as well as market
incentives lTor the aequisition
ol furm michinery and in-
vestments

Tuking ofl from the sug-
pestions of empirical stud

production

accelerate

s, o key complimentary
policy is skills stremgethening
through greater provision ol

fuiled to deliver, except lor
the 1998 Autonomous Region
ol Muslim Mindanao
{ARMM) electivns where Lthe
automation process wias pl
lot-tested

According o the Comelec,
the nationwide automation
wis postponed due to “hud

petary and time constraints. ™

COMELEC’S 50-50
SOLUTION

In preparation for the May
2001 eleetions, the Comelec
March 9
00-0573, which
authorized the purchase ol

.ipprn\'cnl, on
Resolution

counting machines to he used
during the May 2001 elec
tions in Metro Manila. the
entire island of Mindanio and
the cities of Cebu and Hoilo.
The Comelee is releasing the
hid ducuments on September
30, 2000, in preparation for
the bidding scheduled in
December

A later
Resalution

resolution

3217,

2000,
aulo

Comelec
dated September 7,
called for the " 100%
miated consolidation™ of elec
tion results. While it sounds
impressive, what it means 18,

only 50 pereent of the poll

quality basie education. The
NAAP specifically Tocuses on
the establishment ol math
und and
technolugy schools an every

cimatics science
provinee as well as restool
ing programs tor those aul
ready in the work

(MNC)

loree

ing places will be using
counting michines, the other
50 percent, which will con
tinue 1o do manual counting,
will instead have the "'ben
elit"" of electronic data trans-

mission through scanning.
‘NO SIGNIFICANT
ADVANTAGES'
Namirel, the Makati Busi

Club, the Bishops
Businessmen's Conlerence

NSNS

and the Information Technol
opy Foundation of the Phil
ippines (IFTP) see *"no sig
nificant advantages™ in the
Data Caplure

(EDCT}1 wor

Elecironid
Transmission
scanmning rmodel

In the scannig model,
precinets will be equipped
with scanners to electron
cally transmit manually I
nished election returns (ERs)
and Certificates ol

Iy the

Canviass
Munila
Thus, the national Comelec

Comelec in

office will receive adviance
information on the results of
the elections

Guillermo Luz, execulive
director of the Makati Busi
pess Club, explained al the
Namirel conference,
that the EDCT system would

not resolve the 1ssues ol mis

press

appreciation ol the handwrit
ten votes. undesirable inter
vention in the preparation ol
the electoral returns and
canvass reports, and the slow
counting ol the results in 50
percent of the polling places

Namlrel (hut
there will be 34 million volers
and 17,000 candidates for the
May 2001 elections. Voting
will take place in
190,000 precinets, requiring
as 570,000 public

estimates

SUIAC

as many

sehool teachers and other
public servants (o oversee the
clections, The added technol
oy of the EDTC

notliing to relieve them ol

will do

their difficult functions in the
¢lections. Namfrel said

In tact, as Solitd Muns od
wrote in her column lor
Business World IS\‘I‘ll:TIll‘rl.'l
2K, 2000), the EDCT scheme
is ““just creating more Work
al o preat expense.’

For Namirel, if the
Comelec fully implements the
Jaw, meaning the implemen
Lation of automation al all
there would he 1o
pecd Tor seanmng. The wu
tomtion process will speed

levels,

up the count and there will
he no manually prepared
results  to  check
countercheck against

Luz and Namlrel chair-
man Jose Concepecion joked
about looking lorward to
early retirement as [ull au-
tomation will render
Namfrel's quick count fune
tion obsolete. With full au-
tomation, the Comelee, un
lizing its 20-ballot-per-minute
counting machines, will come
up with the quickest counl

NAMFREL'S WISH
LIST
Namirel msists on the full

automation ol the
of ballots, the

and

counting
generation (4]}
and the
canvassing of reports at all
levels It

election relurns,
rejects Lhe
Comelec's move 1o amend the
dqutomation law. "The reduc
tion of the coverage of the
automation program is a big
step back from RA 8436."
Namfrel said in its writlen
recommendations Lo the
Comelec

Namirel pointed out that
with eight months to go
before the 2001
Comelee has enough tume to
fully implement Republic Act
8436, without having Lo resom
to amending the law. It iden
tified the Comelec’s “*Mod
ernization Fund, ' which sill
has P2.3 billion
unspent, that can be utihzed
for the full implementation
of the law

The full nation
wide automation which
includes 2447 counting ma-
chines, paper, printing, solt-
ware, training for operators,
ete. -- is approximately P1.3
billion

But time is ol the essence..
Namfrel pointed out that *'the
full implementation of the law
can be achieved il the
Comelee acts NOW

TRANSPARENCY

As it pushes for [ull
gutomation, Namirel intends
{0 be vigilant in watching the
process of its implementation
With billions ol
stake, it called for transpar
ency in the bidding and
purchase of the counting
machines,

It demanded a full dem
onstration from each suppher
on how the total system
works from (he counting
of ballots to the consolida-
gion of the national results
((Pan-Philippine News and
Information Network, Inc.)

elections,

pesos left

cost ol

pesos al




LIM, MAGSAYSAY TO SLUG TOP SENATE SLOT?

SEC. LIM

THE roud tor he top slot
in the 2001 senatorial elec-
tons 18 clearly a twao-=cor-
ner race between Interior
Secretary Alfredo Lim and
Sen. Ramon Magsaysay Jr

That 15 11

by the results of the latest

ane will go
Asian Research Opganiza
(ARO) survey on
the standing of senatorial

1non Ine

candidates 1 the forthcoms-
ing May elections.
Lim has consistently held

OCTOBER 16-22,

2000

P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

UNSTABLE PATH
OF RP ECONOMY

Dy

THE unstable path ol the
Philipping economy is isso
crated with the low imcome
Ol the country 's populution

This was the ussessment
of Caesar B Cororaton. a
Pl
ippine Institute for Develop
Studhes (PIDS)

Socorro Zingupan,

research fellow at e
ment MY
direcror
ol the natronal planning stalt
ol the Nutronal Economie and
Autherity

titled
Factor

Development
(NEDA), in a paper
Recenmt TFP (Toual
Productivity) Poliey Apenda
for the Philippines
Cororaton and Zinguapan

noted thiat the Philippine

economy has pone
decades of development pre
dominintly characterized by
‘hoom and bust™™ ¢yeles ol
}:rn\\ill
While n
(1993-1994),

RTOsS

recent vears

the country’s
domestic product
t!ru\\'lli (GDP) .|\'\'Isj.'n'| al
4.4 peaked at

5.7 percent in 1996, this was

pereent and

i‘ul’L‘L’\:dL‘d by three years ol

recession (19849-1991)
They said thiy growth path

alyo deserpbed those ol pre

VIOUS |\L'It|\|'|\

Cororaton and Zingapan

pointed  oul thiat ussociated

NESTOR T

vith thas unsts s L

LOMW JHICY Wil
|\\.|.||:_=| on
Ax o) 99T Lthe
income of Frlipinos
Isd nn

il South
Nations
Muiluysia

Wonesi

Astan
SINgapore

land and |

It
this
income woas considerably Jow
Notwithstanding

PAINS In recemt vears., nds
satirs of poveny incidence
ey Y| ri this inlerin
runking newdence ol
lamiires

RErceil

1994

percent i il

percent 1n 1Yvl]
Qualitatve assessments ol
tus growth huve already been
miade (such as by tie NEDA)
in 1998

|I| USALE TG .'i'l\-.'\1|'-

of growth of the Phulippine

cconomy have been made

largely through expansions in
employment and other pro
rather than

duction inputs

productivily hmprovement
Cororaron and flll;'.i]".”l

cited. tor example. that the

averdpe growth ol employ

ment i 1990 exceeded g

[ATEL, JR.

DONATION: First Lady Dr. Luisa **Loi"" Ejercito Estrada receives a donation of oral rehydration solution from Alberto

by ROD P.

on to the top spot miin-
tainmg his 65 percent rat-
ing. Analysts noted that Lim
heen

has ahle to do so

hecause of the former
Muinila mayor's extensive
exposure in his television
and radio programs. which
have etfecuvely projected
s image nationwide as o
crime buster and a tighter
tor an elderly society

In the Phulippines where
election ism ore of a popu-
lanty contest, Lim's expo-
'V and radio are
L‘L‘IT;HH])' d greal advantape

But

sure

sures an

cannot bhe so
yvet. Far from
making it to the "*‘Magic

pPrevious

Lim
JUust

67 cirele i the

surveys. Magsavsay made

dramatic leap when he

second in the July

8-29 ARO

laced

Slols

Sintigo

CIINOYT

Larilo Ol pe
Sen o

Frankhn wernt

reiey Qsmena

ARCO said

Eio the top Six could

he considered o have made

it 1o the oImiort zone

barrine untoreseen ¢ireums-

thaose who

FAJARDO 11

that could
cally change the
minds.

Working on a 95

Stances drasti-

virers”'

per-
cent conndence level, the
ARO survey had 2,000 re-
112
citres and munteipalities and

spondents covering
199 bharangays. represent-
ing 15 of the 16 regions In
the country.
The region not included
in the survey was the Au-
tonomous Region in Mus-
lm Mindanao apparently
hecause of the ongoing
armed contlier an the area
Al the

EOITE

rate 1hings are

analysts said
Muagsaysay has a strong
chance of ending up nuin-
the

race as the elections

her one In senutorl
draw
IEHT

noted that while

eledturale

through s

MM ' oy
A SAVRHY
L ber

authored guite o

tlion

Medium-Scale
winieh s

iplitr

esipened o

ountry intao the

Internet of information
technology world and make
the country globally com-
petitive hy bringing down
the cost ol doing business;
and the New Foreign In-
vestment Act, which s
expected 1o boost the Phil-
Ippines’ mvestment climate
and attract
capital tor development.

maore venture

Magsaysay also derives
an image of 4 public ser-
vant with a proven track
record of honesty and in-
tegruy trom the populanty
and good npame of s fa-
ther, the late President
Ramon Magsaysay Sr., who
18 best remembered for the
sterling qualitnes of his
leadership

On Ins own though, #na-
lysts sard Magsaysay has
able to

been project an

conhidence and
peopie seg as
cadershp
WHUION 1IN CriStS SOrely ne
Peaple h come W
jeve Magsaysay would be
an etfective leader with the
and  not
tor il

development

ol vision JUus!

lantares e couniry s
CUOTIOITIC
Al these, plus the

al Magsavay still spells

IMagic ainong e IMasses

caount for the continuing

rise of Senator \l|\.\
top candidate in

Comimg senatoral ¢lection

(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)

Bautista, president of Baxter Asia, at her office in Malacanang recently. Bautista, accompanied by Baxter officials
Frederick Gerald Martelino and Jose Salindon, presented more than 100,000 bottles of oral rehydration solution for the
First Lady’s nationwide medical and dental missions, (Malacanang photo)
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