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P5 IN METRO MANILA

ABU SAYYAF DETAINS
'TWO HOSTAGE GROUPS

RP HUGS INTERNATIONAL
LIMELIGHT AS ABU SAYYAF
KIDNAP 21 FOREIGNERS
IN A RESORT OFF
BORNEO. THIS ON TOP
OF THE 27 HOSTAGES
STILL IN THE REBELS’
CUSTODY IN BASILAN.

e An edi'r.oricl report by
ERIC S. GIRON

L g

PRESIDENTIAL ASSISTANCE: Pres. Estrada talks to five-year-old Yanni Hill Flores, who underwent heart surgery
recently, thanks to financial assistance from the President. Mr. Estrada extended help to Yanni Hill and his parents after
learning of his condition during his visit to Gen. Santos City last February. The President also gave livelihood assistance
to the boy's parents. With Yanni Hill is his father Jomari. (Malacaiang photo)




- South African Monique
Strydom who is kept with her
husband Carel in a bamboo
hut collapsed in the morn-
Ing. perhaps from hunger,
One of two Finnish hostages
suffers from a bleeding ul-
cer. The rest are Lebanese
Marie Michel, French Loisy
Stephane and Sonia
Wendling, Germans Werner
Gunter Fort, Werner Wallert
and Renate Juta, a Filipina
and ten Malaysians.

They are guarded by 40
Abu Sayyal men who occupy
three huts nearby. The ten
Malaysians were scheduled
to go home April 27 but their
boat broke down and they
were left stranded. This group
ol hostages from Sipadan
island resort of Malaysia are
apart from the 27 hostages
out of an original 53 taken
Irom Sumisid and Tuburan
elementary schools in
Basilan, 22 of whom are
children, with Claret Fr. Roel
Gallardo.

Troops that fought the
Basilan kidnappers along the
upper ridge of the 898-meter
mountain in Talipao failed to
find any of the hostages. The
troops cul wires at a mossy
entrance which were con-
nected to mines. The hole
fell ten meters belore expand-
ing into a wide cavern. The
hostages must have survived
the military assault on the
rebel lair last week

Only children's slippers,
100 sacks ol rice, genera-
tors and weapons were in-
side a tunnel, The troops also
found shallow graves with the
bodies of 20 rebel casual-
ties. More were expected
hidden in foxholes and tun-
nels

Rebel spokesman Abu
Ahmad called radio station
dxRZ Saturday saying all 27
hostages were in the jungles
with their captors, The Abu
Sayyal claimed to have be-
headed two male teachers.
The rest were fIreed in
batches. Two Zamboanga
schoolmarms fled their four

captors when they were
engaged in battle by the
military at Tong Sengal.

The government troops
killed 36 reels in their al-
tack on Buldon, Parang,
Barira and Matanog in
Maguindanao.

The military had four dead
and 13 wounded in the res-
cue operations which brings
to a total of ten dead and 59
wounded since the operations
began.

MISUARI REJECTED

Commander Radhulan
speaking for the Abu Sayyal
said the kidnappers did not
want to talk with Nur
Misuari, a former rebel who
has accepted a peace deal
with the government and has
been designated by President
Estrada as his chicel negotia-
Lor.

Relatives of the foreign
hostages showed restlessness
for some posilive government
intervention after Misuari had
sent his emissary Abdurah-
man Jamasali and a physi-
cian to Sulu with 11 boxes
of food, medicine and
clothes. Jamasali asked the
kidnappers to put down in
writing that they accepted
Misuari as the chief govern-
menl negoliator,

Wheel-chair-bound Leba-
nese septuagenarian George
Moarbes flew in from Leba-
non Monday and told the
foreign alfairs department he
wanted to get in touch with
the Abu Sayyal Lo make an
offer to free his daughter
Marie Michel

Finland Ambassador Perti
Majanen said his government
was sending a physician to
look into the health condi-
tions of the hostages.

While the kidnappers have
not mentioned any demand
for ransom, they have sel
other conditions such as lull
implementation of the Tripoli
agreement, an anti-fishing ban
on loreigners in Sulu waters,
resumption of barter trading
in Sulu aside from carhier
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ABU SAYYAF DETAINS
TWO HOSTAGE GROUPS

by ERIC S. GIRON

HE gaunt looks attenuated by weariness on the faces of ten foreign-

ers, ten Malaysians and a Filipina tell of their nightmare odyssey

from Sipadan island diving resort 30 kilometers from Sabah’s coast
in Borneo where six masked gunmen transported them in two motorboats
Sunday to Jolo island, the capital of sprawling Sulu archipelago.

demands,
FILIPINAS SPARED

The six masked pirates
toting AK-47 assault rifles
and a bazooka who barged
into the Pulau Sipadin Re-
sort dining hall at noon
shortly after the guests had
their noonday repast accosted
two Filipina wailresses, A
gunman trained his rifle on
the peck of Jeneith Cagaanan,
27, demanding her watch and
gold necklace. She pleaded
that she and Jenny Bibis, 22,
be spared

When she spoke to them
in Tausug, the dialect of
Sumu majority, the gunman
asked Jeneith if she was from
Sulu. When she said she was,
both Filipinas were told to
stay where they were and nol
to alert the police.

A third worker, Nurul
Hassan, who had been in
Sipadan island for two years,
hid in the office praying the
pirates would not find her

From the landing it is a two-hour walk through jungle t‘rails to the hills
of Talipao where the 21 hostages were placed in the custody of Abu Sayyaf
commanders. All the hostages subsist only on rice and rainwater. They are
weak, suffering from diarrhea and are deteriorating by the day.

American tourist James
Murphy told the gunmen his
wife Mary did not know how
to swim when they were
ordered with the others to
swim from the restaurant built
above the waler to (wo
waiting boats. The pgang
ignored Murphy's dare that
they kill him. He and his wife
ran (o the bushes and hid
until the police arrived the
next morning. They stayed
on 1n Sabah

Co-worker Joy of kidnap
victim Lucrecia Pablo at the
Sipadan resort phoned her
eldest sister Vida Rodriguez
in Pagadian City, Zamboanga
that the abductors were de-
manding ten million Malay-
sian ringgit, the equivalent
of $2.6 million. Joy said the
resort management was will-
ing to foolt onc-hall of the
ransom but urged the Ma-
laysian government 10 con-
tribute its share.

Malaysian Police Chiefl
Norian Mai dismissed the
ransom demand but Malay-

/-
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MISUARI: Rejected by rebels as government negotiator.

sian officials did not rule out
ransom as the motive for the
kidnapping. Malaysian Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad
told Bernama national news
agency his government was
willing to try any option to
secure release of the hos-
tages. They were placed in
two motorboats that sped to
Jolo and landed the 21 hos-
tages at Bandang, Talipao
Galib Andang (Commander
Robot) and Mujib Susukan
Agga took them into custody
Sulu Gov, Abdusakur Tan
was informed a group of
persons with armed men were
landed in Miambung town
where Abu Sayyal Com-
mander Robot was encamped
in the mountains of Talipao.
Six hostages were moved
from the forest at Mount
Bayog to Talipao town,
The Abu Sayyaf planted
mines al the foot of the
mountain, Police Chief Rudy
Yusop with 262 civilian
volunteers from 52 barangays
of Talipao was monitoring the
gang's movements L0 ensure
the hostages' safety in case
his group decided to attack
the kidnappers. Yusop was
informed by two Moro na-
tional Liberation Front mem-
bers 40 Abu Sayyafl men were
guarding the hostages.

REACTION TO
MISUARI

Misuari said he had re-
ceived Malacanan's guaran-
tee it will stay out of the
negotiations for the release
of hostages.

Sen, Rodolfo Biazon said
Misuari as former MNLF
leader is familiar with the
terrain and proposed that he
be conferred authority Lo
deploy or hold back the
military and police forces.

On the other hand, Sen.
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. was
disturbed by Misuari's pos-
turing and suspected he had
a hidden agenda. Pimentel,
who hails from Cagayan de
Oro City, said Misuari should
be more concerned with the

27 Filipino hostages in
Basilan rather than the for-
eign hostages.

**Is he trying to gain
points with the foreign gov-
ernments?’'’' Pimentel asked.
He proposed instead that the
government heed MILF's
Hashim Salamat's proposal
for infrastructure facilities,
extension of the Shariah court
to address the Muslim judi-
cial concerns, and study the
federal system to give the
Muslims an opportunity to
govern themselves.

Sulu Police Chief Candido
Casimiro said the negotiations
were complicated by the
presence of 70 Abu Sayyaf
terrorists on Jolo island and
around 200 gunmen who may
side with them if they get
part of the ransom demanded
for the hostages.

Confronting the Abu
Sayyaf are 600 soldiers on
the island with a backup force
of 1,000 former Muslim
insurgents now aligned with
the government.

Casimiro warned if ran-
som money is given the
rebels, they will use it to buy
rifles for their uext kidnap-
ping venture.

Senator Pimentel renewed
his peroration on National
Security Adviser Alexander
Aquirre's foisting military
tactics in coping with the
Mindanao situation. He sug-
gested Aguirre could be
replaced by Davao City
businessman Chito Ayala,
Paul Dominguez or Henry
Canoy of Cagayan de Oro.

Executive Sec. Ronaldo
Zamora was puzzled at the
report that kidnappers of 20
foreigners and a Filipina want
Misuari replaced as govern-
ment negotiator. Misuari
himself said the kidnappers
led by Galib Andang (Com-
mander Robot) denied de-
manding his ouster for ne-
gotiations which had yet to
start, He said his own em-
issary Abdurahman Jamasali
had met with Andang's

(Next page, pleass)




group, who demand that the
military back out from its
present location or they won't
negotiate.

Misuari said the ransom-
kidnapping is the rebels’ way
of raising funds to procure
weapons to maintain their
aclivities.

MILF OPENS NEW
FRONT

With the Abu Sayyal hos-
tage situation in Basilan and
Sulu, the Moro Islamic Lib-
cration Front scaled up the
Mindanao war by staging its
own hostilities. firing rocket-
propelled grenades in Aleosan
town that Killed four people
and wounded ten in Carmen
town, North Cotabato.

Grabbing some 300 hos-
tages, the MILF used them as
shields in the battle for Narciso
Ramos highway leading to the
biggest MILF Camp Abubakar
in Maguindanao. The MILF
had announced Sunday night
they had decided to break off
from the three-year marathon
peace talks aimed al ending
their struggle for an indepen-
dent Muslim state in Mindanao
by launching hesh attacks in
central Mindanao

In Pagadian City in
Zamboanga, threz bombs sel
off by Muslim guerrillas caused
damage to some buildings,

Hundre Is of bus passengers
bound for Davao City were
held hostage by the 300 MILF
rebels fighting the military in
North Cotabato's barangay
Libas in Aleosan town. One
passenger was Killed, three
others were wounded in the
exchange of fire by rebels and
troops from 4:30 a.m

The battle for the Ramos
highway was Malacanan’s
immediate concern for the
moment even with the hostage
situation in Basilan and Sulu,
The rebels have occupied a
portion of the Cotabato-Davao
highway, a few kilometers from
Camp Rajamudas of the MILF
in North Cotabato. They have
held up passengers on Weena
buses who were abandoned
hours later. At least 100 of
the commuters used as shields
had been freed.

MILF  military  chief
Mohamad Al-haj Murad said
the hostage-taking could be a
desperate move to delend the
MILF position against Armed
Forces attackers., Marines had
overrun the MILF's infantry
positioned along barangay
Sagad in Matanog. It is just
a few meters away (rom MILF
satellite Camp Sarmicnto lo-
cated a1 barangay Langkong.

MILF Vice Chairmun
Ghadzali Jaafar disclosed plans
of forging an alliance with the
Abu Sayyal and the New
People’s Army to fight gov-
ernment forces in Mindanso.
The alliance is being pushed
as the Armed Forces intensi-
fied combut with the MILF
The troops have overrun sat-
ellite Camp Rajamuda in Pikit
Pagalungan town, North

Cotabato. Camp Abubakar was
being shelled.

The MILF inflated soldier
casualties to 62 bul the army's
6th Infantry Division said out

of the official death toll of 71.

63 were MILF casualties.

MINDANAO CLASH
VICTIMS DEMAND
PEACE, NOT WAR

Maguindanao has been
converled into a war zone,
sending 2,000 mostly women
and children fleeing Matanog,
Barira and Buldon hinterlands
as rocket-firing planes and
helicopters with armored ve-
*hicles supporting army and
Marine troops attacking the
perimeter defense of 10,000-
hectare rebel Camp Abubakar,

The 10,000 evacuces be-
longing to the 2,000 displaced
families arrived in jeeps and
trucks at the town plaza of
Maguindanao with their cara-
baos, goats and other larm
animals. Some were selling at
bargain prices their goals at
the public market in Parang.
An average-sized goat thal

‘normally sold at P700 was

priced only hall ar P350

Buldon Mayor Abolaiz
Manalao said he did not know
how he could feed his con-
stituents who fled barangay
Denganen since Friday, They
were asking Tor nice and canned
goods,

The townspeople are always
the victims of war, a Parang
Councilor noted. As evacuecs
were still trapped in the fight-
ing, he urged immediate peace
settlement. Dr. Talik Sulaik,
in charge ol the people’s
health, noted the increase of
evacuces by the hour. He
posted his health workers in
impromptu health centers 1o
accommodate the displaced
barrio people.

Religious leaders led by
Davao Archbishop Fernando
Capalla and Dr. Mahid Mutilan
of the Muslim Ulama League
sought the services of neutral
third party acceptable to both
sides in the conflict to accel-
erate the achievement of peace
The religious leaders con-
demned vigilantes on either
side who *‘only polarize cul-
tural communities, "’

The Mindanao Council of
Women Leaders led by Chan-
cellor Bai Yasmin Sinsuat
Macalandong said *'it was
unconscionable that millions of
pesos are being spent on mili-
tary operations when hundreds
of teachers cannot be paid their
salaries on time and health
fucilities in poor Mindanao
provinces are virtually non-
existent, "'

The women leaders are
meeting with the bishops and
ulamas to discuss concerted
elforts to hostilities
Meetings were scheduled in the
forthcoming week in cities and
provinces to form local peace
circles und get the peace pro
CESS poing

stop
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FIGHTING RENEWED

The renewal of fighting in
Magindanao jeopardizes peace
negoliations slated May 16-17,
with the Moro Islamic Libera-
tion front of Hashim Salamat.
Al Haj Murad warned the
government the rebels will
withdraw from peace lalks if
the military captures Camp
Abubakar's perimeter defense.

The MILF peace panel was
set to resume peace lalks on
May 2 with retired Lt. Gen.
Edgardo Batenga but the date
was resel to May 16 and 17.
While the army blamed 300
MILF fighters of attacking the
3rd Infantry Battalion in Nuyo,
Buldon town, the MILF's
Ghazali Jaafar said army (roops
attacked the MILF station on
a hill in barangay Bubong.

The MILF panel was set to
resume the peace parley after
mecting Thursday at Estosan
Hotel in Cotabato City and
agreed (o **normalize the situ-
ation”" in Lanao del Norte,
Maguindanao, North Cotabato
and Sultan Kudarat.

They also resolved (o bring
peace to the cities of Iligan,
Marawi and Cotabato. Notre
Dame University president
Elisco Mercado Jr, chairs both
ceaselire pancls. The MILF
coordinating councils will
recommend the delineation of
Camp Abubakar. The meeting
lrom 2 p.m. ended at midnight

Early Friday morning,
shooting war erupted anew
between 500 MILF men and
the military at barangays
Bugasan Norte and Bugasan
Sur six kilometers from Camp
Darussalam, where Al Haj
Murad holds office in the
perimeter defense of Camp
Abubakar

After fighting broke out in
Buldon, the MILF blocked
Narciso Ramos highway link-
ing Cotabato City in
Maguindanao to Marawi in
Lanao del Sur. The highway
straddles Camp Abubakar's
western boundary, Motorists
complained of extortion by
rebels who posted themselves
on the highway. Matanog town
residents welcomed the arrival
of troops al this entry point
to Abubakar.

The rebels construed the
clearing of the highway 1o be
an attack on them. In an
encounter, Sergeants Almario
Bovis and Teodoro Felomina
were slain, eight soldiers were
wounded. A Moro commander
and six men were killed. Eight
were wounded. But Jaafar said
“only one martyr was Killed
and len were wounded, '

ARMY BUILDUP

Noting the military buildup,
Al-Haj Murad said it was
obvious the governmenl was
girding for all-out war in
Mindanno and *'it will con
tinue until they crush us to-
tully. "’

The MILF has put up its
own camps: Abubakar in
Maguindanao, Omar in the
Datu Piang-Sharif Aguak-
Talayan-Datu Sinsuat complex
in Maguindanao, and Usman

THE BANKING SECTOR: A crisis in the offing?

in Carmen, North Cotabato.

The Abu Sayyafl has Camp
Abdurajak in Punoh Mohajid
in Sumisip, Basilan, named
after Abu Sayyal founder
Abdurajak Janjalani who was
killed in battle by the troops.
His younger brother Khaddafi
Janjalani now heads Abu
Sayyaf. The rebels have put
up a red-lettered signboard
calling their camp
“"Abdurazzak. "’

After the ransom-Kidnap-
ping issue is settled, ncting
Armed Forees chiel, Lt Gen.
Jose Calimlim said the mili-
tary is ready to deal the death
blow on the insurgents with
around |,000 infantry soldiers
supported by the navy and the
air force (n the rescue opera-
tions of the hostages.

Calimlim assumed the hos-
tage-takers were the same
group that seized Hong Kong
nationals and a Malaysian in
1998 and held them for 15
weeks in Jolo belore releas-
ing them unharmed for an
unknown sum paid them.

The hostage-taking has
given an unfavorable image 1o
the Philippines as depicted in
the United States television
program ‘"*/orld's Ten Most
Dangerous Places'" shown in
New York City. The TV fea-
ture was denounced by Sen.
Robert Barbers as *‘unfair and
baseless'' nnd damaging to the
country’s tourism industry,

URBAN BANK
CLOSURE IMPACT
MINIMIZED

The banking business can
thrive only on public trust and
confidence and sometimes
perceplions or even rumors--
not fundamentals--dictate the
fate of players in the banking
industry,

This was enunciated by the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas in
letters o the Bankers' Asso-
ciation of the Philippines presi
dent Placido Mapa Jr. and
Philippine Bank of Communi-
cations  president  Isidro
Alcantura Jr. The need lor
public confidence was empha-
sized in the face of Urban
Bank's plucement vnder receiv-

ership by th¢ Philippine De-
posit Insurance Corp. because
of massive withdrawals by its
14,000 depositors in 28
branches.

From P800 million with-
drawals on a Monday in ecarly
April, within two weeks P4.5
billion had been pulled out so
that Urban Bank called a *'holi-
day"" or closure [rom opera-
tions up to May 2 in order to
recapitulate.

Central Bank Gov. Rafacel
Buenaventura curbed specula-
tions on Urban Bank's **holi-
day'" attributed to internal
liquidity problems which he
said does not have significant
impact on the Philippines’
banking system.

A difference was cited
between Urban Bank's tempo-
rary closure with the collapse
of Orient Commercial Bank-
ing Corp. in February 1998
which was grossly mismanaged
mostly hecause of
uncollateralized loans, Scruti-
nizing Orient Bank records
took so long because these
were incomplete and unreli-
able, The bank owners and
olTicials did not cooperate with
the BSP and the PDIC.

They are hoping it will be
different with Urban Bank,
whose records are highly com-
puterized and has only 28
branches, Bank Chairman
Arsenio Bartolome 111 assured
Urban is a well-managed bank
and is not involved in insider
loans

BSP's Rafael Buenaventura
declared regular central bank
examination of Urban Bank's
books shows *‘the bank was
not involved in any wrongdo-
ing."" Chances are the bank
can be sold as is.

However, the Urban Bank
run had ils repercussion on
International Exchange Bank
(iBank), Export and Industry
Bank and Philippine Bank of
Communications whose deposi-
tors made panic withdrawals.
But the BSP said these banks
were ‘‘very, very solvent.''

iBank admitted unusual
withdrawals in 50 of its 59
branches nationwide which
brought down its total depos-
its to P21 billion. Bank presi-
dent Ramos Sy found it *‘very

manageable. ' Total assets in
the first quarter of 2000 had
increased 27.64 percent to
P34.2 billion from last year's
P26.8 billion,

A 17 percent increase in the
first quarter of 2000 increased
last year’s P19.9 billion de-
posits to P23.3 billion.

Unlike Urban Bank, iBank
operates strictly as a commer-
cial bank and does not invest
in areas other than banking
except its P200 million in ASB
Realty Holdings which the
Seccurity Exchange Commission
is investigating for broker
transactions and guestionable
investments

Prior to the crisis, iBank
hud been lending to other
bunks. It has temporarily
stopped lending. iBank was
reported interested in acquir-
ing Urban Bank and its 28
branches but has not formally
communicated this intention to
the Urban Bank or the PSB
ol ficials.

DEPOSITORS REACT

Elderly Enriqueta Serrano
limped her way to the Urban
Bank after it had declared a
bank holiday April 26. Serrano
said she had sunk in all her
lifetime savings in Urban Bank
so that when she neceded
money, *‘may madudukot ako*
(I can withdraw something).""

Another depositor Iried to
barge into the Urban Bank
Plaza business center in Makati
to talk to its officials, But she
wiis told a press conference was
in session and she was led
away.

Urban Bank's statement that
it was solvent as its “quality
assels were greater than labili-
ties'' was no consolation (o
depositors who wanted Lo see
if their money was still there.

What caused the anxiety of
its 14,000 depositors in its 28
branches to withdraw heavily
s0 as lo causc a buank run?
Major borrowers Westmont
Investment Corporalion
(Wincorp) and Citibank failed
to pay maluring obligations
which caused a liquidity prob-
lem. Jittery depositors mostly
in Chinatown pulled out their
deposits, bleeding the bank of
P4.5 billion in just Iwo weeks,
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UST HIGH SCHOOL MILLENNIUM BOOK

“WHA'T’S
WRONG
WITH OUR
COUNTRY,
GENERAL?’

by ROMEO GUTANG

HIS was the anguished question of a top politician to a police general
as the latter was being wheeled to an emergency room of a hospital
before martial law was declared in 1972.

The politician had been shot and seri-
ously wounded by unidentified armed men
in an ambush near his house in Quezon City

Years later, the same general was him-
self killed in yet another grisly encounter
with assassins.

Today, the question “*what's wrong with
our country'' remains valid as it conveys
an urgent message for all of us. But shouldn’t
we address the same question to ourselves?
““What's wrong with us?"

At the edge of this crucial question, how-
ever, is a tinge of hope, coming as it does
in the new millennium, a beacon of renewal
that casts away the shadows of the erst-
while century; memories of World War 11,
insurgency, martial law, disasters, brown-
outs, coup-d-etat, heinous crimes, centen-
nial scam, Y2K bug!

It's time to turn a page in our history
and start a new era on a clean slate. We
deserve a break!

FIVE PILLARS

Very often when things go wrong and
public safety is threatened, we inevitably
blame the policemen and question the elfi-
ciency of our law enforcement units. Not
many of us know or we scem to have
forgotten the five pillars of our criminal justice
system -- the infrastructure lasked to com-
bat criminality, maintain public order and
deal with violators of the law. The [live
pillars are law enforcement, proseculion,
courts of justice, penology and the commu-
nity. How the collective efforts ol these
pillars are harmonized and orchestrated will
determine the effectiveness of the system,
It's like our hand'with the five fingers, The

hand will work effectively only if the fin-
pers are healthy and their strength and move-
ments are coordinated, The fingers are of
different sizes and situated at particular
angles. Would you say that the thumb is
so situated at a particular angle that it can
assist all the other fingers in accomplishing
a particular task? Then the thumb ought to
represent the community. the biggest pillar
of our criminal justice system, The com-
munity exerts a significant influence in the
kind of peace and order that we deserve

We will deal mainly with law enforce-
ment and the community as potent pillars
of our criminal justice system and how the
law enforcer, the police, interacts with the
community to enhance its role in preventing
and suppressing criminality. The commu-
nity plays a very vital role in day-to-day
police work. The gathering of information
and the enlistment of *‘assets™ and wilnesses
to support the filing of cases in court will
be very difficult without the cooperation ol
the community. The other pillars
ceution, courts and penology -- are expounded
in the Law and Justice section of this hook

LINE TO THE PAST

A brief understanding of how our law
enforcement system evolved from the early
Spamsh and American colonizers through
the Japanese cceupation, martial law und
demilitarization of police lorces Is neces
sary to appreciate its present status

-~ pros

The genealogical line of the Philippine
National Police -- and therefore that of the
country's law cnforcement system as well
-- may be traced to the formation of the
Cuadrillo, a rural police lorce formed by
the Spanish colonial authorities in 1836 (o
enforce peace in the countryside

MAY 8-14, 2000

STREET CRIMES: Law enforcers are kept on their toes to combat criminality day in, day

out.

In 1842, the general function of law-en-
forcement was assumed by the Cuerdo de
Carabineros de Seguridad Publica in which
native Filipinos served up to the rank of
sergeant under the command of Spanish
officers

In 1852, the Guardia Civil Look over
peacekeeping duties under a Royal Decree.
The guards in the provinces were made up
mainly of Filipino policemen under the
jurisdiction of the alcaldes or mayors

The Insular Constabulary emerged on July
18, 190}, as an armed Filipino police lorce
under the command of the Americans, in
the service of the colonial government that
they set up in the Philippines pursuant to
Philippine Commission Organic Act No.175
entitled “An Act Providing for the Organi-
zation and Government of an Insular Con
stabulary, and for the Inspection of Munici-
pal Police.”

In those days, the Insular Constabulary
officers and men had little training beyond
a crash course to acquaint them with the
laws and traditions of the country and the
customs of the people. A semblance of
officer training was provided by an acad
emy set up in 1904, An act in 1914 pro
vided an appropriation for the maintaining
of a cadet class in Baguio under a “Con-
stabulary Academy”.

The Insular Constabulary later became
the Philippine Constabulary (PC) under which
the “Philippine Constabulary Academy” was
established which eventually became the
Philippine Military Academy.”

During the Japanese occupation, the PC
was reorganized as the “Bureau of Con-
stabulary™ to preserve law and order

In lien of reviving the PC, President Sergio
Osmena, on October 28, 1944, signed
Exccutive Order No, 51 c¢reating the Mili-
tury Police Command (M PC) charged with
the task of “restoring peace and order out
of the chaos which followed the battles of
liberation. ™

As the civil and criminal turbulence be-
came critical, President Manuel Roxas is-
sued Executive Order No. 94 on July 1,
1947 resurrecting the Philippine Constabu-
lary under the control of the Department of
the Interior. Under President Elpidio Quirino,

Executive Order No., 389 was issued on
December 23, 1950 making the PC one of
the four Major Commands of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines,

During martial law, Presidential Decree
No. 765 was promulgated on August &, 1975,
“Providing for the Constitution of the In
tegrated National Police (INP) and for other
purposes”. which in effect consolidated the
municipal police forces, jail and fire ser-
vices into & national organization and inte-
grated with the Philippine Constabulary as
the organizational nucleus of the PC/INP.
The PC remained as a major command of
the AFP during martial law. The PC/INP
was the main instrument that ensured the
implementation of presidential decrees and
instructions.

The Philippine National Police (PNP) was
created on December 13, 1990 when Presi-
dent Corazon Aquino signed RA 6975, In
January 1991, in formal ceremonics before
a parade and review of police officers and
men at Camp Crame, President Corazon
Aquino presided over the abolition of the
PC/INP and the activation of tiue Philippine
National Police, finally implementing the
constitutional mandate that “The state shall
establish and maintain one police force, which
shall be national in scope and civilian in
character, to be administered and controlled
by a National Police Commission (Napolcom).
The authority of local executives over the
police units in their jurisdiction shall be pro-
vided by law.™

A DEMILITARIZED PNP

Starting from the Spanish colomzers up
to the passage of R.A. 6975 creating the
PNP. our law enforcement force has been
organized along military lines, employing
military concepts and tactics, By constitu-
tional mandate the PNP Law initiated the
demilitarization of law enforcement and in
the process abolished the highly militarized
PC/INP

However, the uniformed personnel of the
PNP as established pursuant to Republic Act
6975 in 1991 was inherited from the offic-
ers and men of the abolished PC/INP. Being
a produet of martial law and the chief

(Next page, please)
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After his retirement in 1986 with the rank of Brigadier General,
Gutang entered politics and was elected congressman of the Ist
district of North Cotabato (1987-1992).

As a member of the 8th Congress, he was chairman of the
House Public Order and Security Committee where he presided over
the abolition of the Philippine Constabulary as a major service of the
AFP through R.A. 69756 of which he was the principal author and

During the EDSA Revolution, Gutang was the only military
commander outside of Luzon who reinforced the Enrile-Ramos
iny that triggered the toppling of the Marcos dictatorship.

implementor of presidential decrees and
instructions, the PC/INP deyeloped a dis-
torted culture partially characterized by police
brutality, disregard for human rights, corrup-
tion and arrogance. About 80% of the present
crop of the 115,000 strong PNP are former
PC/INP personnel. Out of this 80% PC/INP
component, 40% are military-trained PC of-
ficers and enlisted personnel. Majority of the
officer corps of the PNP arc former PC of-
ficers and men. For almost 9 years now, the
PNP has indeed conducted various human
‘resource development and value formation
programs to remove the martial law stigma but,
sad to say, the bad influences of martial law
are still significant cnough to constitute a major
stumbling block.

TRENDS

We are currently dealing with a steadily
increasing crime rate, Statistics from the PNP's
Directorate for Investipation and Detective
Management show that total crime volume
increased by 22 percent from January to June
1999 compared to the same period the previ-
ous year. This involves about 41,186 crime
incidents within the period. There is an
increase of 7,449 incidents, higher thun those
recorded for the same period in 1998,

The trend of increasing crime rate could
turn to worse, considering the adjustments that
will occur in the change of PNP lcadership
from Deputy Director General Edmundo Larroza
1o Director Panfilo Lacson, the existing fac-
tionalismi in the police ranks, the unrest brought
about by the increases in oil prices, the clamor
for salary increase, the economic crisis, in-
crease in population, unemployment and the
pestering political interventions,

To be sure, merely hoping for the best will
not make thing& happen to improve our law
enforcement. Police work is a dynamic and
complex task influenced by several [actors,
Just to arrest the increasing crime rate will
require of the authorities # firm exercise of

political will to neutralize the factors that hamper
the effectiveness of the entire criminal justice
system. Reversing the trend will need double
the political will plus major surgery to amend
R.A. 6975 through legislative action and to
introduce a Charter change through a Consti-
tutional Convention whose delegates are duly
clected by the people.

EVILS OF CORRUPTION

We have role models in high places of gov-
ernment who regularly receive kickbacks from
government contracts. There are prosecutors,
judges, law enforcers, jail wardens, customs
officers and forest rangers who demand pro-
tection money from guestionable firms and shady
characters in exchange for tax evasion, illegal
operations, special treatment and concessicns.
Indeed, the entire criminal justice system is
not spared from the evils of corruption.

No wonder the community is indifferent and
callous. Some people either cheat or don't pay
their taxes. Some voters don't vote unless they
are led and giw::n pocket money. Many people
do not report the commission of crime or shy
away from the witness stand. Why bother? If
role models themselves do not perform their
sworn duty and even carn illicit money on the
side, why should we?, they rationalize.

The rule seems to he everyone Tor himsell
and the ultimate loser is the community. Because
so much money is lost or practically stolen
from the coffers of government, government
employees cannot be paid the right salary, roads
cannol be paved, basic services are neglected,
wellare programs arce not sustained and so on.
This is a vicious cyele that adversely affects
economic growth, livelihood and productivity.
No wonder many of our countrymen wallow
in abject poverly

It's not hard 1o understand why corruption
and poverly are major causes of criminality.
The basic necessilies of @ person are non-
negotihle. The saying, “Necessity Knows no

ey

KEEPING PEACE: With a slew of protest rallics, policemen in Metro Manila have hands full
in averting violence, though charges of human rights violations are often levelled apainst them.
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law,™ can drive people to get things “by hook
or by crook.” That's the start of a crime!

DRUG MENACE

We have enough laws to stamp oul the sale
and use of prohibited drugs but the profit in
drug pushing is so high that trafficking has
become a syndicated and organized crime. The
profit motive has transformed prominent per-
sons into drug lords, who in turn corrupt the
entire criminal justice system. Drug lords arc
practically untouchable due to the blinding effect
of protection money. The drug menace has
ravaged society, driving decent persons to
commit petty crimes that lead to rape, robbery
and murder.

FLAWS IN STRUCTURE

The structure of our police system is not
responsive (o the situation and the demands of
the profession. This is largely due to three
factors:

* The constitutional provision that “The state
shall establish and maintain one police force,

— to be administered and controlled by a
National Police Commission.”

¢ Inherent defect of RA 6975 which cre-
ated the Philippine National Police.

* Anemic police presence.

In the public hearings conducted by the
Public Order and Security Committee of Con-
gress in the making of Republic Act 6975, the

local officials and the INP were in favor of

maintaining the local city and municipal po
lice forces, scparate from a national police
force. This would mean establishing two po-
lice forces. The rationa e was valid and ac-
ceptable. In the case of local officials, they
wanted to exercise adminisiration and control
over the police, being the clected officials
charged with maintaining peace and order in
their area of responsib’lity. Up to the present
time, the mayors and governors are still
clamoring for direct administration and con-
trol over local police lorces. In the case of
the INP, the local police forces wanted to get
out of the effect of integration having been
discriminated against by the PC as second-
class policemen. These roots of conflict are
still bugging the PNP. Unfortunately, the Con-
stitution has to be amended to allow the es-
tablishment of two police forees.

The passage of RA 6975 was not spared
the traditional legislative practice ol “give and
take” during Conference Commitiee delibera-
tions
accept the Senate version incorporating the PNP
and the National Police Commission into the
Department of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment, with the DILG Sccretary as concurrent
Chairman of NAPOLCOM. The collegial con-
cept of the Commission can be greatly im-
paired by the tendency of a domineering
Department Secretary to dictate the formula-
tion of police policies and regulations in the
name of political exigencies.

Police presence is a very elfective strategy
in crime prevention and crime solution elfi-
ciency. The PNP law subscribes (o the global
police to population ratio of one policeman
for every 500 population. Placing our popu
lation at 75 million, the PNP ought 1o have
150,000 warm bodies. Al present the PNP
strength is only 115,000, Taking note of the
archipelagic configuration of the jurisdiction,
this basic minimum ratio should be top prior
ity for implementation.

To illustrate the importance ol police pres-
ence, let us take the case of Hong Kong, a
compact colony with u very efficient police
organization. The police to population ratio 18
one policeman for every 280 people. They have
cnough policemen strategically dispersed thal
would enable two ar more policemen (o be in
the crime scene within three minutes aler the
alarm is sounded, Of course, cach policeman
15 also equipped with individual trunsceivers.

The House contingent was forced to’

PNP INITIATION

The next time you talk to a policeman up
to the rank of SPO4 (Senior Police Officer 4),
the equivalent of Master Sergeant in the Army,
try to elicit how he got into the PNP. If he
is in the right mood and you are lucky, chances
are you will hear a tale of patronage and
corruption describing the personnel recruitment
system. It does not matter whether the police-
man was a former PC/INP member or if he
was recruited under the PNP process. You will
discover that the first step involved is getting
a padrino, a prominent official to endorse his
application to the PNP Chief or the recruiting
officer. If his patron is influential enough, he
fills up the necessary forms, undergoes the
physical, medical ncuro-psychiatric and men-
tal screening, In most of these steps, he has
to shell out varying amounts of grease money
to facilitate the process and get favorable rec-
ommendations. The final interview prior to ap-
pointment means additional goodwill money for
the recruiting officer. This anomaly is a vi-
cious cycle that initiates the law enforcer into
a culture of patronage and corruption. The
amount of ‘‘matriculation fee'' may be rea-
sonable but the system is habit-forming. Even
those who are exemplied from the ordeal of
initiation by twist of rarc fate develop this
pernicious extortion habit, often practised by
the mulcting policeman, the prohibited drug
agent, the criminal investigator and so on. Is
this some sort of cancer that is incurable?

ELITISM '

The Anti-Organized Crime Commission cre
ated by former President Fidel Ramos was
designed to stem the rising tide of criminality
The constitution of the Police Anti-Organized
Crime Task Force (PAOCTF) as operating arm
of the Commission was necessary o initially
maintain a dedicated unil to combat organized
crime and to dramatize the government's political
will to neutralize crime syndicates. Bul a task
force is supposed to be an ad hoc unit and not
a permanent arrangement. The prolonged ex-
istence of the clite PAOCTF undermines the
cohesiveness and unity of the PNP. The of-
ficers corps polarized the PNP Chiefl and the
Task Force Commander. Being considered the
favored few, task force personnel’ exuded an
aura of superiority, They were granted more
intelligence funds, issued the best equipment
and given every opportunity to scorc. The
non-task force policemen who comprise the vast
majority of the PNP felt neglected, demoral-
ized and developed inferiority complex. Natu-
rally their performance suffered a lot. The
PAOCTF Commander, having direct access to
the Commander-in-Chiel had more power and
clout than the Chief, PNP. The rifl between
the PAOCTF Commander and Chiel, PNP. that
deteriorated into charges and counter charges
which cventually led to the suspension of the
PNP Chicf, is still fresh in many people’s
memory.

The tide is reversible. What we need is &
new breed of law enforcers and citizens who
will work together against all odds, properly
propped up by political will, and the collec-
tive determination of the entire officialdom to
reform the criminal justice system.

The past and present scenarios in criminal-
ity are very alarming indeed (o the point thit
one might fear a complete breakdown of law
and order anytime! The condition has been in
existence for quite a while but no such ad-
verse prediction has occurred in the past. This
can be attributed o the resiliency of the Fili-
pino as u survivor and the stability of the great
majorily of law enforcers wha live by their
sworn duty to enforce the law and protect the
oppressed. Of course there are enough patri-
otic and law-abiding members of sociely who
rise to the occasion during critical moments
Also, let us nol forget our upbringing as God
fearing people whose faith in the Grand Ar-
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More than just casinos

i

PAGCOR helps build
classrooms?”__
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it periorms,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.

b |

In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from incomgremitted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing learning facilities to thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusemen? & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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Estra_da trades barbs with labor

RESIDENT Joseph Estrada was branded ‘‘the worst

calamity that ever hit this country’’ by a labor leader
on May Day which coincides with Labor Day the world over
as violence broke out between labor groups spoiling for a fight
and police at their favorite rally spot — the Mendiola bridge.

Separate peaceful rallies in other Metro Manila sites called
on President Estrada to resign, blaming his policies for the
plight of the poor. “Erap is labor’s enemy because of his
advocacy of imperialist globalization,”” charged Bukluran ng
Manggagawang Pilipino’s Filemon (Popoy) Lagman.

The labor militants were in contretemps with the Presi-
dent who was ready to extend his goodwill with an offer of
- P100-million financial aid for work groups seeking livelihood
and a billion-peso scholarship for children of workers.

But his rejection of labor demands for a P125 across-the-
board wage hike which he properly referred to the decision
of the regional wage boards as the law provides was used as
an excuse for the, hostilities. Sanlakas used a ram to crash
the barricade of steel rails set up by the police on the ap-
proach to Malacafan. Anti-riot police used water cannons to
halt their approach.

But some of the 3,000 demonstrators were able to break
into the barbwire entanglement and pelt stones at the police-
men. The police hurled back the stones. They were bolstered
by three firetrucks with water cannons earlier parked on the
bridge.

The attack by the demonstrators was called *‘Storm signal
No. 17’ by Kilusang Mayo Uno Chairman Crispin Beltran as
a prelude to ‘““more and escalating protests against Estrada.”
Both policemen and ralliers were injured. Demonstrators Al
Bautista, Jane Liwanag, Maricia Nillos, Rustico Pagar, Jose
Arevalo and two others were arrested by the police.

A KMU rally in front of the US Embassy on Roxas
Boulevard was blocked by hundreds of policemen from the
Western Police District. Beltran declared as his KMU staged
a program on Liwasang Bonifacio in Intramuros: “As the
political crisis intensifies as a concrete result of the ever-
worsening economic crisis, so will the storm signal grow.”’

Estrada on his part deplored the protests ‘““won’t do
anything good for the workers.’” He believed the labor leaders
“‘are actually concerned only with their personal interests’’
and not the welfare of the workers. ‘‘Their ranks are even
divided,” Estrada said. ‘“This is unproductive not only for
the workers but also the nation.”

The President lambasted labor leaders who refused to
make sacrifices for the nation so that it can mature economi-
cally and politically.

Estrada laid down the rule for his decisions. He said
¢‘these are always for the greatest good of the greatest number
regardless of who gets hurt.”

He concluded with, “My heart is always for the poor.”

EDITORIAL

Now a crime?

[S IT now a crime to expose venalities
in the government? Has honesty been
criminalized?

| just can't recall the scriptural pas-
sage, but I'm sure of it: There will come
a time when men shall call the beautiful
ugly, and the ugly beautiful. Has that
time come?

If we consider the fate of sectoral
representative Renato Magtubo, the an-
swers are: Yes, it's already a crime (o
expose corruption in the government; yes,
honesty has been criminalized; and yes
the ugly is now considered beautiful and
vice-versa.

[ don’t know Magtubo from Adam; and
in doing what he did -- that is, baring
the P500-t bribe per crocodile in Con-
gress (er, Congressman) to ensure the
passage of the new energy bill -- he
probably had ulterior motives. But the
point is, he did something honorable. After
all. it's the people's blood money that’s
involved,

Yet, what did Magtubo get in return?
Denunciations from his Honorable Peers
and threats of investigation and/or expul-
sion from Congress.

Just shows how guilty Their Honors
are! Which is another argument for the

ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

abolition of Congress.
EAEES

Arrogance is the common trait of self-
stvled radio/TV commentators. And the
ones with the most unbridled arrogance
are, in my opinion, these sexy partners
Korina Sanchez and Ted Faylon.

I don’t listen to them, but last week
I had no choice, as the cabbie of the
taxi I was riding happens to be their
fan.

How Ate Korina and Kuya Ted vented
their arrogance towards a newspaper
which, by affinity, is related to Kokoy
Romualdez. The woman's language,
especially, left much to be desired; it
was totally unbecoming of her. She raved
against the paper’s calling her “‘a whore"’
(her words), but how she responded
sounded like the former’s language.

Was it Lincoln who said he’d rather
be called a fool for noi opening his
mouth, rather than proving it by doing
so?
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GOVERNING,
VIA THE
BARKADA

HAT 1 recently saw at the

President’s residence in

Malacaiiang speaks volumes
about how this country is being run.
No amount of tedious explanation by
the President’s men about their boss’s
leadership and management style can
equal the power of witnessing what
actually happens in the living room
of President Joseph Estrada’s offi-

cial residence.

It is there where he spends a huge chunk
of his time, in the sprawling anteroom on
the ground floor of what used Lo be known
as the Palace Guest House. It is there where
“he is comfortable, huddling with officials
and friends as he hops from one round table
to the next, getting information and shaping
his ideas and decisions. In that informal,
congenial atmosphere, the personal mixes
with the official, and the line between se-
rious appointments and informal banter
becomes blurred.

A check of the President’s schedule shows
he has a mere two or three distinet appoint-
ments a day, in contrast to the busier sched-
ules of President Corazon Aquino and Fidel
Ramos. So how does he spend the rest of
his time? The answer lies in the activities
on the ground floor of his official residence.

There, in continuous round-table meet-
ings. policy is mistaken for project, project
is regarded as policy. Micro is macro; macro
is micro. Everything is interchangeable, Whal
the heck, over lunch or merienda -- always
with a lot of food -- what matters is that
the President has company. There he can
keep his minions busy in idle talk, order
them to do specific deadline-oriented projects,
or talk shop with them.

He meets with journalists, businessmen,
and other guests in this setting, his favorite
area, dominated by pastel colors and [low-
ing with a continuous supply of food. He
sits there in full view of other guests awaiting
their turn and Cabinet members who hang
around, waiting for their own meetings with
him or simply to be available, in case he
needs a quick answer to a question. The
yellow and white sofa, accented with floral
prints, is where he receives callers whom
he doesn't want to spend a lot of time with.
There, he sits stiffly on a solo armchair, a
notch higher than the sofa

For informal meetings, he prefers the
round table. There, he unwinds, taking his
time, to chat, unmindful of the queue of
visitors patiently staring into space for an
hour or so, awaiting their time with the
President.

What is wrong with this picture?

In essence, it mirrors what is wrong with
President Estrada's leadership style. It shows
a lack of focus, rigor and discipline. The
demarcation of what constitutes official from
personal gets lost. And so much time 18
wasted in groupie-like meetings.

If all these sorry qualities and modes of
behavior show in the way he manages his
time, they also reflect in his way he makes
decisions. It is all about o leader, a boss,
surrounded by his gangmates, his barkada,
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ERAP: Style is substance.

deciding on the future of this nation. IU's
about meandering listlessly towards a des-
tination, where petly matlers are given as
much time as the substantial issues.

One could argue that it is fogpy out there,
so the drive must be slow. But is the di-
rection clear?

This style is not new to President Estrada,
In fact, he merely transported this tribal
approach to governance to the Palace, from
his days as vice-president, senator and mayor.

| remember the scene at his office when
he was vice-president. Assigned to inter-
view him for a magazine, the photographer
and | waited an hour or so at the anteroom
of his office in the PICC, before we were
led into his room. Ah, | thought, the agony
is over. | was wrong. Inside his office,
Estrada was seated at a round table, meel-
ing with his colleagues from the movie
industry, mostly producers. From where we
were on a sofa a few feel away, we ogled
while they were served a sumptuous merienda
of pansit palabok and other delicacies.

It was most uncomfortable to be an
onlooker, defying the privacy of a close
knit group wrapped in their own conversa-
tion and lavished with food. 1t wouldn't have
been so bad if this were a movie, because
we could have brought our own bags of
popcorn. In this case, it felt more like being
held hostage, we were a caplive audience,
and it was cinema verite.’

I witnessed the same scene during the
presidential campaign in 1998 in Polk Street,
Greenhills, the main residence of President
Estrada, and the home of First Lady Loi.
There. he presided in round table meetings
in the living room and the dining area, while
callers waited seated on the sofa. Always,
he was with a group, and always there was
a lor of lood.

I'm afraid this is trademark Estrada, The
**cluster,”” the “collective,™
the “‘tribe,"" the *“*gpang'’-whatever-is of utmost
importance.

This is a President who values personal
ties, measured partly in time a person has
spent with him, and, in many other tangible
and intangible ways. This in turn reflects
in the way he governs, which is character-
ized by primarily by the resurgence ol
cronies.

With President Estrada, the style is the
substance. Old habits die hard and this may
even endure in his embattled presidency, as
he clings to his comfort zone, his age old
ways of getting things done, surrounded by
his barkada, (Marites D. Vitug, PNI)

the “*village,"'
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A BONUS
...FOR WHAT?

TWO party-list members of Congress have
come oul to say that they were given
P500,000 each last Wednesday, after Lhe
vole on the Energy Industry Reform Act
(HB B457).

Where the money came from was not
clear. bul Representatives Etta Rosales of
Akbayan and Renato Magtubo of Sanlakas
believe that the cash, which came in pack-
ages, originated from the Office of House
Speaker, Manuel Villar, and was coursed
through the office of the Deputy Minority
Floor Leader, Feliciano Belmonte of Quezon
City.

Except for the fact that at these Lwo
legislators did not vote for the passage of
the Omnibus power reform bill, and there-
fore were surprised to have been given a
share of the bounty, the circulation of the
largesse was not really a surprise, since talk
had already been circulating for sometime
about “gifts'" allegedly being distributed in
the Lower House during the deliberation ol
HB 8457,

Shocked, Rosales and Magtubo exposed
what they considered an attempl to bribe
them, to the media. Besides the wonder-
ment about having been rewarded for their
opposition to the bill, they extrapolated that,
if everyone in Congress received what they
received, the entire package should have
cost someone at least PB8 million.

The day after, two other congressmen
tried to correct the impression that bribery
had occurred in the House by saying that
the **gift’’ received by Magtubo and Rosales
was not a bribe at all, but a “*bonus’’, which
is the usual practice of the Speaker of the
House (o give whenever congressmen go
on their breaks from regular sessions.

And so, if the P500,000 is a bonus,
Congressmen should not have any problem
accepting it? The problem is, if the funds

came from the Speaker's office, there is
every possibility that it came from taxpay-
ers' money. And If it did, why should
congressmen be entitled to it?

I can't help thinking of the P7,000
amelioration pay that government denied its
workers last Christmas on the ground that

there was no money ta pay for it. What has *®

changed since then that Speaker Villar can
now dip into what seems like an inexhaust-
ible well of cash to reward his poor, hard-
working congresspersons? :

This kind of news really hurts, coming °
as it does at this time, after we just paid
through our noses to keep the national
government running,

And if the money didn't come from our
taxes, it must have come from other--pri-
vale--sources. But:what would be the busi-
ness of private persons and interests giving
fun money to legislators?

Hello! a good friend said to me the other
day. This kind of thing happens all the time. -
Where have you been all this time? I'm sorry,
tkere are just some of us who agree with
Akbayan's Joel Rocamora that *“bribery 1s
bribery™" and must be exposed. “If greise
money is always involved in the making of
our laws, then these laws would reflect the
interests of the moneyed groups, and not
the interests of the people,”” he said in a
statement on the matter.

By any name, and (rom whatever source,
this money reeks of corruption. And to think,
out of 200 members of Congress, only two
stood up to expose it. (To be sure, Makati's
Joker Arroyo had spoke of money flowing
in connection with the passage of the omnibus
power bill earlier, but as usual, he gave no
proof, which made his allegation sound like
his usual idle speculation.)

And. to the credit of the NGO commu-

(Page 9, please)
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HEALTH PROFESSIONALS’ DIAGNOSES

WHAT AILS THE PRESIDENT?

WHY is President Estrada “‘incapable of rational gov-
ernance?"’

According to people in the health sector, the Chief
Executive is suffering from a ‘‘misdirected nerve and
psychological dysfunction.”’

Garbed in hospital gowns and armed with tools from
the operating room, doctors, medical students, health
workers, and health advocates recently met the press
at Recio’s restaurant in Quezon City to present their
diagnosis of the President and the way he (mis)manages
the country’s affairs.

During the press conference, titled **Anatomy of Cor-
ruption: The Health Sector Dissects the Estrada Admin-
istration,”* health professionals belonging 10 Hatac (Health
Sector Against Tyranny, Corruption/Cronyism/Charter
Change) displayed replicas of Estrada's vital organs--
including his reproductive organ--and explained how each
has functioned against the masses.

A SOFT HEART FOR WHOM?

““Kanino ba talaga tumitibok ang puse ni Erap? Sa
masa (Who does Erap's heart really heat for? The
masses?)"" Dr. Leni Jara, executive director of the Council
“or Health and Development, asked as she took out the
President’s ‘‘heart.”’

No, she told the audience, Estrada “‘has no genuine
compassion dt all tor the toiling Filipino masses™ hecause
i s heart are incescribed the names of his political
patrons: Lucio Tan. Eduardo *‘Danding’
and Imelda Marcos,

His tendency to give in to the wishes of these people,

Cojuangco,

Jara explained, has "‘impeded the blood tlow of genuine
compassion for the masses.™

The doctor described Estrada as “‘pusone mamon’
(soft hearted) when he tried to get Tan off the hook
on the latter’s P26-billion tax evasion case. The amount,
she pointed out, was more than twice this year's P10.8-
billion budget tor health and could have been used in

the treatment of tuberculosis.
BLOATED STOMACH

Estrada also has a *‘bloated stomach,'" according to
Emma Manuel of the Alliance of Health Workers, a
group of government health workers. This is because
the President’s intestines are filled with worms in the
guise of cronies and big capitalists who would benefit
from the policies being pushed by the administration,
such as the corporatization or privatization of govern-
ment hospitals.

Eventually, people favored by the President might
get to own and control the health care system for profit,
Manuel said. This would mean less access to basic health
services for the poor people and the massive layoff of
government health workers.

Dr. Joseph Carabeo, secretary general of the Health
Alliance for Democracy, said Estrada is pushing for the
privatization ot health services as **faithtul compliance”’
to the United States-led globahization trend.

‘IMPORTED®' BRAIN

Upon dissection. Estrada’s **hrain'® spat out the Ameri-
can flag. “*This command center had him campaign for
the ratification of the US-RP Visiting Forces Agreement
and adhere to policies of the US that caused paralysis
of the economy and intense pain for the masses,'’ Carabeo,
dressed in a surgeon’s preen gown and cap. explained.

Although Estrada’s brain is “‘imported,’” a part of
it remains “‘indigenous™ or *‘local,’" the surgeon said,
This part, called the frontal lobe, dictates the attitude
and behavior of a person,

When stimulated, especially by protests and criti-
cisms, the brain ‘‘unleashes Estrada’s natural barumbado,
sanggano, and militaristic attitudes,’’ the doctor. said.

OVER-USED REPRODUCTIVE SYSTEM

Mildred Hebia, a member of the Health Student Forum,
declared that the President’s reproductive system is ‘‘over-
used,”” what with the many mistresses and families he
1s supporting with mansions and other |uxuries, as well
as special favors.

““Where does he get the money to support his fami-
lies and mistresses? From public funds? From special
friends? At what expense?'’ Herbia asked.

She said Estrada abused his power when he appointed
his relatives and friends to positions in the government.
In turn, some of these people have also abused their
positions. She cited as an exampled how the bulk of
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes Office funds went
to the pet projects of First Lady Luisa Ejercito and
presidential son Jinggoy Estrada, which left the PCSO's
regular bepeficiaries with very little.

All in all, Dr. Paul Salazar, spokesperson of Hatac,
concluded that President Estrada’s '‘fitness'' problems
make for an unhealthy goverrment. (PNI)

A BONUS...FOR WHAT?

(From page 8)

mty, Rosales and Magtubo
are party-list members,
placed in Congress by vii
tue of popular vote for the
basic sectors they represent
Without them, we may never
have heard of this generous
gilt cum bonus cum bribe that
al least members of
Congress received last week
No wonder Congress had a
very hard time accepting the
idea first of sectoral, and Later
party-list representatives in
its ranks

some

NGO members are bad
news Lo government. In
bodies where the
allowed them representation,
they actually work with dili
gence and rigor. And they
ask questions that have to do
with conscience, values. and
public service, Worse, they
pry inte matters that have
heretolore been privite--se

law has

cret even--forcing agencies
1o be transpurent especially
about financial transactions.

Word s that nol every-
one in the House got the same
package--PS00,000 was the
amount supposedly
piven to everyone who
merely participated an the
voling on the omnibus power
hill. Others who did more
Lthun vole are supposed Lo

hasic

have gotten more

But that is idle talk at this
Lime, The call has been made
for an investipation by the
House commitliee ol
this alleged bribery, Unless
the honorable members of (he
muake us lorget
this ever happened, we should
soon have enough basis o
decide whether or not Lo
revive the
pressmen’”
Representa-thieves, "'

ethics

House can

lerms “"Tong-
“House of

(I*NI)

and

TACLOBAN CITY —
Children who play all
day or roam around the
neighborhood swealing
can go to shower at once
for it is not bad.

dra. Rusela 0.
Capacio-Grapa, munici-
pal health officer of
Santa Rita town in
Western Samar said that
it is not found in medi-
cal books that taking a
bath after a perspiring
activity is bad for the
body.

She explained that
children who play for one
to two hours and even
roam around the neigh-
borhood this summer
months can always take
a bath to wash off the
dirt they have gathered
while perspiring.

Dra. Rus, said that even
the PBA players do take a
shower every after a work-
out or a practice for a long
period of the day.

She said that she can
observed that from her
vounger brother Gleen
Capacio who is now play-
ing with the Maobiline
Phone-pals.

Older folks here, she
said, still carry that belief
not to take a bath every
after a heavy work because
muscles will swell.

But, on the contrary,
Dra. Rus averred that
people who feel pain aflter
taking a bath could be
attributed to the diet of ones
self.

Lukewarm water, she
said, is pood for the body
but it docesn't make any
difference if it is lukewarm,
hot, or cold water. (PNA)

SHOWER AFTER
PLAY NOT BAD

s Th;
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SAPANG PALAY

WILL FARMERS LOSE THE LANDS THEY TILL?

SAN JOSE DEL MONTE,
Bulacan -- At 71, Nana
Doring feels she has lived a
full life. Only three of her
cight children do not have
families of their own. Al-
though she can't have the
luxury of a pensioned retire-
ment, she feels secure in her
old age. Her family's two-
hectare farm in Hacienda
Sapang Palay, San Jose del
Monte, Bulacan, is going
well, and the income from
‘its produce -- vegetables,
fruits and palay -- remains
sufficient to meet their needs.

But an application from a
real estale developer to con-
vert lands in the hacienda to
non-agricultural purposes
threatens to shatter Nana
Doring's sense of security,
Like most other tillers in the
hacienda, she is worried by
the looming change.

“"Ano na lang ang
gagawin ng isang matandang
magsasaka katulad ko kung
wala nang lupa? (What will
an old farmer like me do
without land?),"" she asked
rhetorically, in un interview
with PNI in her home on
April 13. She proceeded to
express the hope that
“*Erap,'' as she called Presi-
dent Estrada, would hear her

voice and *'‘do something''
aboul it.

She and other [armers
tilling portions of the 108.5-
hectare Hacienda Sapang
Palay urged Agrarian Reform
Secretary Horacio Morales to
uphold the decision of former
Agrarian Reform Secretary
Ernesto Garilao denying the
land conversion application
of real estate developer
Moldez Realty Inc. The area
consists of rice fields, veg-
ctables and farmers’ residen-
tial lots.

Ruben Cruz, president of
the farmers' group Samahang
Magbubukid ng Sapang Palay
(Samasa), said Morales
should prove that the depart-
ment exists to serve land
reform beneficiaries, and not
real estate developers.
SAMASA members find it
difficult that the
lands they, their parents and
their grandparents before
them, had long been tilling
as lenants are now being

to accepl

taken away

“*Former Secrelary
Garilao had decided in our
favor,"" Cruz said. “*“We hope
Secretary Morales will look
al the merits of the case and
not reverse what we have
already gained.'’

OF THE BIRTH CERTIFICATE OF

MARY JEAN M BESA-NAVARRO
Pelitioner
- VBrsus -

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF MANILA
BRANCH 37

IN THE MATTER OF THE CORRECTION

JAYCEE CARLYNE BESA NAVARRO

THE CIVIL REGISTRAR OF MANILA
Respondent

SP PROC NO 98-89875

No. 1079

SO ORDERED
Manila. April 25. 2000

WE FORUM
May 8 15 & 22, 2000

FIFTH AMENDED ORDER

In a venfied Petition for Correction ol Enlry the Peliioner prays
alia. thol aller due nolice, publication and hearing. an Order be rendered
directing the Civil Registry of Manila 1o cause the cofreclion of entnes in the
Certilicale of Live Birth of her minor daughter JAYCEE CARLYNE. specili
cally as lo the lirst name of the mother from MARICAR lo MARY JEAN

Finding the Pelition to be sulficient in form and substance lel Ihe Petilion
be sel for hearing on May 31 2000 at nine o'clock in the morning before
this Branch siling al Rooms 426-427, Fourth Floor, Manila Cily Hall All
interested parties are hereby nolilied of the said heaning and are ordered o
show cause why the Peliion should nol be granled

Lel a copy of this Order be published al |he expense of the Pelilioner
once a week for |hree (3) conseculive weeks in a newspaper of general
circulalion in the Cily of Manila. 1o be selecled by raflle pursuanl lo PD

Furnish the Office ol the Solicitor Ganaral, Civil Registrar of the Cily of
Manila with copies of the Patition and of this Order

inter

VICENTE A HIDALGO
Judge

Uncertainty over their
lands has been hanging over
the farmers® heads like the
sword of Damocles for the
past decade.

HIGH HOPES

Ironically, their story
staried on a note of hope.
On July 12, 1990, the De-
partment of Agrarian Reform
under then-Secretary Floren-
cio “*Butch'’ Abad ordered
that Hacienda Sapang Palay
be placed under land reform
through Operation Land
Transfer. The hacienda own-
ers opposed the order, but
the department overruled
them and proceeded to issue
certificates of leasehold to the
tenants, the first stage in the
process leading to the trans-
fer of ownership. The own-
ers resorted to other legal
moves to go around the order
until finally, on Jan. 29,
1995, they were able to sell
the hacienda Lo Moldex for
P25 per square meter

The farmers, through their
lawyer, claim that Moldex
violated the procedural rules
for land conversion pre-
scribed in the agrarian re-
form law by applying for land
conversion even before gel
ting approval of the reclas
sification of the land from
agricultural to commercial
and residential use,

Moldex applied io the
municipal council for the
reclassification of the land
on Dec. 16, 1994, The
municipal council of San Jose
del Monte approved it in June
1995. The firm applied to the
Agrarian Reform department
for conversion of the land
on Jan. 16, 1995, six months
bhefore the land was reclas-
sified by the municipal coun

cil.

OPTION TO BUY
VIOLATED

The [armers claimed there
was another violation when
the owners sold the land to
Moldex without giving them
the first option to buy. They
sald they were not
informed by the owners that
the land was up for sale

On Aup. 5, 1996, the
Agrarian Reform department,
by that time headed by
Guarilao, Moldex's
application for conversion,

ceven

denied

ruling that the company lailea
to substantiate its claim that

the hacienda was not agri-
cultural land.

Meanwhile, Sapang Palay
farmers filed two cases of
redemption before the pro-
vincial adjudicator's office o
nullify the sale and enable
them to exercise their option
Lo buy,

Moldex lled a motion [or
reconsideration of Garilao's
decision, but again got a
denial in December 1996.
The developer appealed the
decision Lo the Office of the
President on Jan. 30, 1997,
without furnishing a copy to
Samasa, the farmers’ group.
On May 15, 1998, then-
Executive Sccretary Alexan-
der Aguirre reversed
Garilao's decision.

Consequently, Moldez
tried to bulldoze a portion
of the hacienda the follow-
ing mopth, on June 5, 1998
But the office of the mayor
of San Jose del Monte is-
Slll.'d a L'l..'&l\i."ilﬂti-ti_'ﬂl\i or-
der to Moldex, prohibiting
it from doing any ‘‘land
development activity’" in the
hacienda.

The mayor's office pointed
out that the company had no
development permit and that
the land conversion order was
not yet final and executory.

In June 1998, SAMASA
filed a motion for reconsid-
eration with the Office of the
President. Apgrarian reform
officials filed a similar mouon
two days later.

The farmers won a round
at the local level when the
provincial council ol Bulacan
approved on June 15, 1998,
a resolution of the San Jose
del Monte municipal coun-
cil (Resolution 52-06-98),
which nullified the reclassi-
fication of Hacienda Sapang
Palay Irom agricultural to
residential and commercial
land.

SHORT-LIVED
VICTORY

Bul victory was
short-lived. On Aug. 3, 1998,
Executive Secretary Ronaldo
Zamora denied the motions
of Samasa and DAR secking
the upholding of Gariluo's

their

decision

Agrarian reform officials
filed a motion for
reconsideration, but Zamora
denied 1t on March 29, 1999
Samasa liled its own motion

second

for reconsideration with the
Supreme Court, but this was
denied on May 15, 1999,

Encouraged by that deci-
sion, Moldex bulldozed a
portion of the hacienda on
July 5, 1999, but the town
mayor stopped it on the same
day through a cease-and-
desist order, after unidenti-
fied armed groups shot at the
company's security guards.
One guard was Kkilled, an-
other was wounded. The
order was obviously intended
to prevent further violence.
Until now, nobody can say
who shot the security guards.

After the bulldozing was
stopped, farmers claimed that
Moldex's security guards
resorted to harassing them.
One farmer, Quirino
Lorenzo, told PNI there had
been attempts to destroy his
irrigation pipe and that when
those attempts failed, the pipe
was detached and stolen. He
pointed an accusing finger at
the security guards. Other
forms of harassment in the
hacienda included the de-
struction of plants in the
fields, he said.

JUST *‘DOING THEIR
JOB'

Giving the guards' side,
Danilo Santillan, head of the
16-member Moldex security
command stationed in the
hacienda, told PNI that they
were only ‘‘doing their job, "'

Santillan showed a July
1999 order from Juanito
Malto, head of the estate
management division of
Moldex, directing his group
in July 1999 to *‘provide
security services/protection’’
to Moldex's three properties

one of them., Hacienda
Sapang Palay. Malto in-
structed the group to patrol
these areas daily and *‘pre-
vent, stop and monitor un-
authorized activities within
the properties by the farm-
ers,”” The order did not state
what the two other proper-
ties were

Despite the alleged cases
of harassment, the Samasa
members said they are not
afraid of Santillan's group
and are instead strengthened
by the rightness of their
cause. As Cruz, the Samasa
president, said: "*Moldex
cannot call us "illegal farm-
ers' until the court declares
that we are. And we have
all the reasons to win the
ouge; "

They are confident of

winning ‘‘as long as the
court, or Secretary Morales,
looks at the merits of the
case,"” he added,

The farmers believe
there's no basis to any of
the rulings against them. Cruz
stressed that the land is, as
it has always been, agricul-
tural land. **How can that
be approved for conversion?’'
he asked.

In fact, the Department of
Agriculture has an ongoing
rice technology demonsira-
tion on a farm developed
inside the hacienda. Last
year, the provincial agricul-
ture office of Bulacan selected
the. hacienda as a ‘‘star
barangay'' for its food se-
curity program. Under the
program, technical, support
services and other assistance
are provided to help improve:
the food production of the
province,

SURPRISING
DECISIONS

Sixty-three-year old
Teodora Dimasutil, who
occupies two hectares in the
hacienda, was very surprised
at the decisions of the Su-
preme Court and the Office
of the President. Just last
year, she said; they were
given technical and technol-
ogy assistance by the Agri-
culture department as recipi-
ents of the “‘star barangay"'
award. They were also given
hand tractors, driers, thresh-
ers, seedlings and other
supplies.

**Binigyan kami ng lahat
n'‘un tapos, kukunin lang pala
yung lupa namin. (We were
given all these, and then
they‘re going to take our
lands away),"" she lamented.
“*Had 1 been informed that
they [the owners] were sell-
ing the land, 1 would have
bought the two hectares | was
tilling. | can afford the P25-
per-square-meter price. "’

Nana Doring said that, had
they been informed of the
sale, she and her husband
would have done everything
they could to raise the pur-
chase money for the two
hectares they occupy.

But the sale to Moldex
went through without their
knowing it, and Nana Doring
believes only the President
can help them now. *“'Kayo
na lang po ang pag-asa
namin (You are our only
hope)'" -- that's the message
she wants relayed to the
President. (Pan-Philippine
News and Information
Network)




PRESERVE AGRI LANDS - MORALES

AGRARIAN Reform
Secretary Horacio Morales
Ir. is rallying civil society
to help preserve the remain-
ing agricultural lands and
ensure sustained food pro-
duction after noting the
alarming extent of land
conversion and the slow
transfer of farming know-
how to farmers' children.

Morales issued this call
after noting that the Phil-
ippines has been falling
short of its minimum ag-
ricultural land requirement
by 20 percent, having been
tilling only 9.9 million
hectares.

Studies show that the
minimum requirement is

MAY 8-14, 2000

12.5 million hectares, ex-
cluding commercial farms.
“The extent of land con-
version has compromised
our ability to produce
enough rice and other basic
crops for our people,”
Morales said in his speech
recently before graduates of
the Dagatan Family Farm
School, a unique school
system in Lipa City that
has been forming future
farmers into professionals
equipped with human, so-
cial and moral values.
The school offers a spe-
cial three-year high school
curriculum and a two-year
diploma course for the
farmers' children living

We. "Forum
NEWSBREAKS

within a 30-kilometer ra-
dius of Lipa City.

It is the first of its kind
in Asia and 1s patterned
after the French “Maison
Rurale™ and the Spanish
“Escuelas
Agrarias.”

While the country may
still have at least three mil-
lion hectares of irrigated
and irrigable lands for rice
self-sufficiency, about
200,000 hectares above the
limit, Morales said this
should not be a reason to
put one's guard down.

“We have to preserve
these lands at all cost. If
not, then, even high levels
of technology and inputs

Familiares

will not be sufficient to meet
our minimum requirement
for rice self-sufficiency.
Time will come when the
remaining lands suited for
irngated rice will be de-
pleted to a critical level,”
he suid.

But lands alone would
not guarantee sustained food
production. The agrarian
retorm chief said that the
rural youth, the farmers'
children, should be trained
to become professional
farmers through a unique
teaching method: learning
theories from the school:
from actual farm work:
from their parents; and.
from the community.
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“The people, young and
old alike, have an impor-
tant role to play in rural
development and in achiev-
ing food security,”™ Morales
said, adding that “failure
to reproduce the next gen-
eration of farmers means
that it is the older people
who 1l - and will continue
to till - the fields.”

He said that if none of
a farmer's son or daughter
decides to cultivate the land
himself or herself, “the
possibility is high that the
land will be sold and con-
verted to non-agricultural
uses,”

Morales then called for
the establishment of more

family-.farm schools that
would train the youth about
modern farm technology.

He said the success of
rural development in the
Philippines rests on getting
our youth involved in agri-
culture and rural reconstruc-
tion. (PNA)

‘WHAT’S WRONG...Erom page 5

chitect of the universe inspire
and motivate us to perform be-
yond expectations. Remember
the miracle of the EDSA revo
lution?

Let us now determine what
has to be done to reverse the
increasing tide of criminality

NEW BREED

We need a new breed ol
law enforcers and citizens who
will work together Tor peace
and order. Political will, the
collective determination ol the
entire officialdom to reform the
criminal justice system, is
likewise a very vital ingredi-
enl in a successful crusade 1o
reverse the deteriorating crime
trend.

The appointment of Police
Dircctor Panfilo *"Ping"’
Lacson as the new head ol the
PNP could usher in a new
breed of law enforcers. By his
own declaration during the
turn-over of command, Direc-
tor Lacson is prepared Lo lose
some friends and create more
enemies Lo pursue law enforce-
ment to the hill and rid the
PNP of scalawags.

Another good news about
Director Lacson’s appointment
is the eventual dismantling of
the PAOCTF. As Chiel PNP,
Lacson will have no need lor
i scparate task [orce with vast
powers. He should immediately
unify all factions and estab-
lish a highly coordinated and
cohesive front 1o meet the chal
lenge head on! It's a make
or-break situation

The mission of the lask
force can be carried out by
the existing Special Action
Force (SAF) ol the PNP. The
SAF is a notionwide support
vnit that can be tailored 1o
surpass the striking capubility
ol the PAOCTEF given the same
authority and fund support

The bad news is the per
ceived or alleged propensily

of  Director Lacson and the
PAOCTF members to violate
human rights in performing
their The
opposition and the cause-or|-
cnted groups are quick to cite
the controversies surrounding
the Kuratong Baleleng case
The rub-out or shoot-oul angle
has not yet been resolved

police missions

However, the eritics should
understand that wn an armed
encounter, combatants need (o
move fast, Il one
hesitates for fear of violating
human rights one could become
o casualty. In a conflict in
volving fire and maneuver and
hot pursuit, human rights is
the least concern

In this case, President Jo-
seph Estrada took a caleulated
risk. He needs disciplined and
tough fighters with ungues-
tioned loyalty to acquit them-
selves in lighting orgamzed
crime. In armed confrontation
things are bound to snap. a
few cpgs will have 1o be bro
ken to buke a cake. We don't
need losers. The survivor has
to live to fight another day!

PERSONNEL
MANAGEMENT

For the 9 years ol ifs ex
istence, the PNP had pone
through several rounds of
programs aimed ut values
formution. The reaction has
heen slow and the weeding oul

and shoot

of the unfit 1s hampered by
civil service luws and due pro
Funds are needed to offer
early retirement incenlives Lo
the slow learners and the
trouble mukers. Higher salary
should be effecled 1o attract
the best personnel replocement
and the recruilment
should be lree from patron
ape wnd corruption

A management audit should
be conducted with the follow
g objectives

CONS

[\r-n\ CAS

*Reduce uniformed person

nel doing administrative work
by employing non-uniformed
employees. This will increase
the number of policemen do-
ng actual law
work

enforcemenlt

* Leave traffic chores to
non-uniformed personnel to
generate more policemen do-
ing actual police missions.

* Reduce intervemng of
fices to the minimum (o free
more policemen lor lield as
signment

Police presence can enhance
crime prevention and crime
solution efficiency. Funds
should be programmed to in-
crease the strength of the PNP
s that the police to popula-
tion ration can be maintained
al one policeman lor every 500
population

MODERNIZATION

The modermization ol the
PNP in terms ol equipment,
technology and training should
be pursued with vigor. In order
to pain advantage, the law
enforcer saould have better
resources and technology than
the law breakers. The quality
of the PNP human resources
is part of the modernization
program in lerms ol moliva
tion, capability, reputation and
potential for dedicated public
service.,

LEGAL INITIATIVES

The present set-up wherein
the NAPOLCOM und the PNP
are integral purts ol the De
partment of the Interior and
Local Government (DILG)
should be corrected as |'ve
carlier pointed out.. Under the
present arrangement the DILG
Sceretary is also the chairman
of NAPOLCOM, the colle
gial body that admimisiers and
controls the PNP. In the per
formance of s dual function,
the DILG Sccrctary 1s subjevied
o pelitical pressures trom locul
exceutives such as the gover
nors and city and mumeipsl

mayors. Due to political com
mitments, a domincering DILG
Secretary can dictate Lo the
NAPOLCOM the resolution ol
Issues altecting lhl]lL’IL‘\ an
PNP administration and con
trol. Foremost ol these poli
cies involve the critical pro
cedures in the recruitment and
promotion of police personnel
When the procurement and pro
motion of police officers are
polineally motvated, the rank
profile of the PNP develops
distortions and demoralization
creeps in

The NAPOLCOM, In;_:c'll!cr
with the PNP should be yanked
out of the DILG and placed
under the President, the Com-
mander in Chiet of all the
armed lorces. The
NAPOLCOM Chairman func-
tions under the Chief Exccu-
tive on sub-cabinet level cat-
egory. | recall this was one
of the House versions ol
Republic Act 6975 creating the
PNP. Under the President,
NAPOLCOM can perform its
functions with less political
interference. After all, the
President is responsible in
ensuring the external and in-
ternal security of the country,
Congress can take care ol this
amendment. There will be op
position but firm puolitical will
should be able to resolve the

ISSUCH

CHARTER CHANGE

The
is that any attempt ta change
the 1987 Constitution will open
the floodgates that would trig:
per changes in other provi
sions. A Constitutional Con
vention con practically change
the whole Constitution, Bul
why fear? The present Con
stitution is not pertect, It was
framed hy a4 body personally

lear o some seclors

.-|}1|l.|1||.|u| Il_\' A widow presi
dent, une ol whose alleged ob
sessions was 1o pet even wilh
the Marcoses and his associs
ates. How dare some sell-pro

claimed political scientists
think that the 1987 Constitu-
tion should remain intact for-
ever. Is the nation not the final
Remember, “Sover
eignty resides in the people and
all government authority ema
nates from them

I can think of many other
provisions of the Constitution
that ery out for changes but
lel us conline ourselves to law

judge?

enloreement matters, The con
stitutional provision on police
organization states that:
“The state shall establish
and maintain one police force,
which shall be nmational in
scape and civilian in charac-
ter, to be administered and
controlled by a national po-
lice commission. The author-
ity of local executives over the
police units in their jurisdic-
tion shall be provided by law.”
Without citing other coun-
tries where local police lorces
exist side by side with a na-
tional police force, let us evalu-
ate the perennial clumor of
local executives, the governors,
the city and municipal may-
ors, 1o exercise * hire and fire”
authority over the police units
in their jurisdiction. In short,
the local executives want to
administer and
police units in their jurisdic-
tion, bhut this
ercised by the Natwonul Police
Commission per constitutional
mandate. As duly elected of
ficials, the and
mayors are persons in author-
ity who are indeed responsible
for maintaining peace and tran

control the

function s ex

ROVErNOrs

quility in their area of respon
sibility. I they are saddled with
this responsihility, they should
be armed with commensurate
authority. 1's only  fwir!
The apprehension 1s that the
local exceutives may revert Lo
the bad habits in the past when
utilized the
and the

governors pravim

clal puards mayors

utilized their local police units

as privale armies to mfluence

clegtions and abuse the citizenry.
This possibility can be averted
by a provision that would em-
power the national police force
to wrest the local police unit
from erring and abusive local
executive and take over the ad-
ministration and control of police
functions in the locality

Another safeguard would be
to empower the Naotional Police
Commission Lo prescribe the
implementing rules and regula-
tions and 1o exercise oversight
.\"ll]‘L'r\l_\lUll over 1“CH| and na-
tional police forces.

The Charter amendment will
substantially read as follows:

“The state shall establish and
maintain two police forces, the
national police force and the
local provincial. city and mu-
nicipal police forces, which shall
be civilian in character. to be
supervised by a national police
commission under the office of
the President. The authority of
the national police over the local
police forces shall be provided
by law.”

WILL

We can make our dreams
come true for a peaceful, beller
quality of life in the new mil-
lennium. However, it will not
just happen. The efforts of the
law enforcers should match the
results that they strive for, They
should perspire for whatever they
aspire for, On a supporting role,
the community should develop
the fortitude (o report the com-
mission of crimes and when nec-
essary, (o stand as wilnesses in
court proceedings. The authori-
ties should assist by passing inlo
law the necessary legislative
proposals to correct defects in
the police system and effect
Charter change to validate such
vital changes. All of these should
be buttressed by a firm politi-
cal will that will require the
colleenve determination of the
entire officialdom to sincerely
reform the entire criminal jus-
tice system
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GOV’T FACE TOUGH
TIME WITH REBELS

THE Philippine govern-
ment now is beset by two
hostage crises, one involv-
ing foreigners, and the other
all Filipinos. But the reso-
lution of the hostage cri-
ses, either by force or by
talks, has proved very
difficult.

Until now, no one could
predict when the two groups
of hostages could be res-
cued or freed, observers
said.

The first hostage crisis
started on March 20, when
the Muslim extremist group
Abu Sayyaf took away more
than 50 people from two
schiools 1n Basilan as a hu-
man shield after attacking
a government army posl,
Later the rebels held 29 of
them as hostages and freed
the rest. Most of the hos-
tages are school children
and their teachers.

The second crisis began
on Apnl 23. A group of
Abu Sayyaf members ab-
ducted 21 tourists and staft
members from & diving
resort in Sipadan, Malay-
sia and moved 1o Jolo [sland
in the southern Philippine
Province of Sulu.

The hostages include two
French, three Germans, two
South Africans, two Finns,
one Lebanese, two Filipi-
nos and several Malaysian
resort workers and wildlife
experts.

Although the Philippine
government has made all-
out efforts to rescue the two
groups of hostages,, the

resolution of the crises

by CHEN HEGAO

seems not easy.

On April 19, the Abu
Sayyaf group claimed to
have beheaded two male
hostages as Manila and
Washington rejected its
demand for the release of
Iwo Abu Sayyaf members
and three terrorists jailed
in the United States, includ-
ing Ramzi Yousef, the mas-
termind of the 1993 bomb-
ing of the World Trade
Center i1n New York.

The claim prompted the
Philippine government to
use force to rescue the hos-
tapes. During the past week,
government troops used
military helicopters and
planes to attack the Abu
Sayyal camps.

Last Saturday, the gov-
ernmment army overran Lne
mountain stronghold of the
Abu Sayyal group and
killed dozens of rebels, but
found no trace of hostages,

On Sunday, the troops
prepared o put tear gas into
the tunnels where the rebels
and hostages may stay. But
the troops are unsure if the
rebels and hostages are in-
side the tunnels.

According to a claim by
Abu Sayyal members over
the radio, the and
27 hostapes have already
fled topether
jungles.

rebels
into the

An army general said
Monday morning that their
“main concern now is to
pel the hostages alive.”

Analysts said that singe
the rebels have secret tun-
nels in the and

ared cdan
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Notlce is hareby given thal the estale ol |he lale AGUSTIN
FONTANOS who died on May 02, 1945 In llocos Sur has bean
extra-judiclally settled by his heirs in a documan! entitied “Extrajudicial
Selllement Among Helrs” under Doc. No
No. XXVIIl Serles of 2000 ol Nolary Public Ally, Celarino V. Argueza

173, Page No. 34, Book

escape when they are at-
tacked, it is very difficult
for government troops lo
rescue the hostages in the
mountain area, where the
rebels have planted many
landmines.

Besides, the Abu Sayyaf
1s the most violent rebel
group in the Philippines.
They could kill hostages if
they fail to escape in the
fghting, they said,

The Abu Sayyal, which
means “Father of the Ex-
ecutioner”™ in Arabic, 18
fightung for an Islamic state
in the Southern Philippines,
though 1t has no more tl.an
500 members.

As tor the second hos-
lage Crisis, negotiations be-
tween the government and
the rebels have not started
yer despite

conracts,

therr initial

Last Friday, the Abu
Sayyal group threatened 1o
behead some of the 21 hos-
tapes they abducted in Ma
laysia, because they did not
talk
ernment negohiator

want (o with 4 pov-
Nur
governor of the
Autonomous Repgion ol
Muslim Mindanao and
leader ot the anti-
government Moro National
Liberation Front

A spokesman tor the Abu
Sayyaf said that his group

Misuary,

former

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal
tha aslale il the lale
ENZARNACION FLORENDO
VIRAY who died on Novembear
23, 186830 has bean exira judi
clally satlled by her nelrs in a
documeant entitled "Exira-Judi
clal Settlemant o Estale of
Encarnacion | Viray With
Waiver ol Righis” under Doc
No 136, Page No. 30, Book
No. VIl Series of 2000 of Notary
Public Ally, Lino B. Sarlano of
Quezon City
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MISUARI

wanted to talk with the
ambassadors of the coun-
tries to which their captives
belong.

“Misuari is trying to di-
vide and rule us. Because
of this we decided tonight
(Friday) to rejected Misuari
as the government negotia-
tor,” the spokesman said.
“Instead we demand the
ambassadors of the respec-
hve countries of these
captives lo negotiate with
us, and 1t they do not want,
we will behead some of the
forelgners to teach them a
lesson.”

“We

torergn captives and we will

will execute the

embarrass the Philippine
government,”™ he added.
However, the Philippine
government said it will non
replace the negotiator and
will resolve the hostage cri-
sis in Sulu by peacetul
MEAns.
Acuing Armed Forces
chiel of staff Jose Cahimlim

told

celved a lor ol

that he re-
inquiries
from toreign ambassadors
Manila
about the conditon of the

n:|\-51'[t.'|.\

hased 1n asking
hostages.

Calunlim said he assured
them that the government
will exert all efforts for the
sale release of the hostages
as soon as possible, but he
refused to give a timetable.

“It 1s difficult to set a
nme trame when the hos-
tages would be freed,™ he
said

According to Calimlim,
are being
puarded by about 40 to 50
gunmen 1 Talipao in the

the hostages

southern Philippine island
of Sulu.
Calimlim note that gov-

province

ernment soldiers have sealed
off the area to prevent the
Kidnappers from escaping.

(PNA/Xinhua)

ERAP

CALL

FOR UNITY

PRESIDENT Joseph
“Erap” Ejercito Estrada re-
newed Thursday his call for
unity and solidarity among
government, employers. la-
borers and all other sectors
as the nation builds up its
muscles to meet the chal-
lenges of globalization even
as' the business community
reaffirmed its support behind
him and his pro-poor admin-
istration.

The President made this
appeal during his speech
before the 21st National
Employers Conference of the
Employers Confederation of
the Philippines (ECOP) in
Makati City

“Solidarity and social
responsibility mean we have
to look not only after one's
welfare but also into the
plight of the less able in our
society, the workers in par-
ticular,™ he said.

Mr. Estrada’s appeal came
amid reassurances (rom the
business community of their
full support for him and his
administration.

Philippine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
{(PCCI) Miguel
Virela told the President his
organtzation 18 “reaffirming

President

our conunuous conhidence in
your leadership and our com-
mitiment to being the institu-
tional partner of government
i securing the blessings of
democracy and prosperity lor
the Filipino masses "

“Mr. President, hindi ka
nag-itsa (Mr. President, you
The business
communty is behind you,”
Varela

are not alone)

stressed

The President also lauded
ECOP for formulating a
community accord that would
ensure peace at the places
of work and residence,

The accord, which cov-
ers business organizations,
non-government organiza-
tions, local government units
and the Philippine National
Police, hopes to achieve
peace in industry as well as
in the community.

Mr .« Estrada ordered the
Departments of Labor and
Employment (DOLE) and
Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) to fully sup-
port the ECOP's community
accord.

But he asked organized
labor groups to do their part
as he cited their growing
maturity, understanding of
changing working conditions,
and peaceful and honest
bargaining

The President likewise
assured the ECOP that he
would look into the propos-
als it reached during its two-
day conference

ECOP’s proposals [ocused
on reducing the cost of doing
business and reforms in the
highly litigious and
adversarial system of settling
disputes

The President
government has long thrown
its full support behind ini
tiatives for collaboration with
the private sector, including:

said the

* Ensuring a business-
friendly environment, where
the rules of doing business
are transparent and consis-

tent, and where institutions

are in place to assist instead

ESTRADA: Let's volt in!
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