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TO SEEK AND LIVE THE TRUTH AND SHARE A SION

VOL.23 < NO. 46 <> MARCH 6-12, 2000 @ P5 IN METRO MANILA

(4 b
MR. MOSQUITO PRESS ) |
| A TODAY EDITORIAL
T a time when so many people are be-
ginning to sound like they alone had a
franchise on Edsa — to the extent of
demanding, stupidly, that the President of the
land be excluded from today’s celebration —

our attention is drawn instead to the few brave
souls who made Edsa possible but who until

now have never profited from it. PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA'S ESCAPE TO THE PROVINCES HAS BECOME
We are reminded, first of all, of the heartwarmiog | NMORE FREQUENT AS THE HUGE GOVERNMENT DEFICIT AND THE FAILURE

saga of the Mosquito Press -- that collective of re-

source-poor, faceless Filipinos who, armed only with OF THE REVENUE COLLECTING BUREAUS OF CUSTOMS AND INTERNAL

their wits and their guts, faced the entire martial-law

their wits and (helr Buts e e the enff with | REVENUE TO_MEET THEIR TARGETS HAS PROMPTED THE IMPOSITION OF
their nonstop buzzing. MORE LEVIES. e An editorial report by ERIC S. GIRON Page

It is Ironic that it is only now, 14 years after,
that the Mosquito Press is being recognized in official
Edsa rites as one of the five Freedom awardees. We
recall that just a few months after Edsa, no less than
a UN-affiliated body had named the Mosquito Press
incarnate, Joe Burgos, Jr., International Journalist
of the Year for pioneering in the alternative media
in the teeth of martial law.

That it took Filipinos 14 years to remember what
Burgos and his kind did says something, perhaps,
about the way we regard history.

The story of how the Mosquito Press survived
Marcos is one of the most compelling of sagas yet in
the history of Philippine journalism. Yet, like the rest
of our martial-law history, it stands in danger of being
revised, twisted or, heaven forbid, even completely
erased. So many students now aspire to be journal-
ists that at the UP, journalism had to be recently
classified as a “‘quota program,’’ if only to limit the
entrants and ensure quality. Ironically, even as more
young people wish to be journalists, an increasing
number have a very vague Idea of what really took
place under Marcos -~ or of how the dictator de-
stroyed an entire generation of journalists, And how
the few ones like Joe Burgos helped them belleve in
themselves agaln.

Joe's not the type to seek the recognition, But
he’d like the world to remember what happened
because, as the man running the only printing press
that dared print Joe’s We Forum and Malaya said last
week -- in refusing to be publicly named and recog-

nized for his contribution -- ““There’s still so many | [LOILO HOUSING: President Estrada shakes hands with Senate Majority Leader Franklin Drilon after officially unveiling
of them around.” Meaning, Noe d never know when | yne marker of the housing project of the National Housing Authority recently at Barangay Pavia, Balabag, loilo. Also in
yotu I nevd anog’ﬁ: Igu,y ",kf Qo And:Joeln paintet’s photo are (from left) Sen. Teresa Aquino-Oreta (partly hidden), [loilo Governor Arthur Defensor, Rep. Augusto Syjuco
- to come out fighting again. of the 2nd District of Toilo City (partly hidden), and Pavia Mayor Erwin Gerochi. (Malacafiang photo)
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LEVIES HIKED, PRICES RISE

by ERIC S. GIRON

RESIDENT Joseph Estrada’s escape to the provinces has become

more frequent as the huge government deficit and the failure of the

revenue collecting Bureaus of Customs and Internal Revenue to meet
their targets has prompted the imposition of more levies.

Executive Order 197 sets
a 20 percenl minimum hike
for the cost of permits, fees,
documents and licences this
year but no ceiling is speci-
fied.

The maximum limit in the
impositions will yet be de-
cided by a taskforce on the
revision of charges reconsti-
tuted by the Economic Co-
ordinating Council. But the
20 percent minimum which
in itself could realize mil-
lions of pesos up (o an
unspecified amount is already
a levy in spite of Malacanan
assurances of reasonable
imposts.

With internal revenue
allotments from local govern-
ment budgets slashed by P10
billion, the local governments
are tempted Lo in crease their
fees. The increase in gov-
ernment levies coincides with
the oil companies’ escalation
of petroleum product prices
and the Asian economic cri-
sis not having subsided.

The backlash of additional
tax burdens on an already
overburdened taxpaying pub-
lic was anticipated by
Camarines Sur Rep. Rolando
Andaya Jr. A government that
can think of no other recourse
to scrape up money for its
upkeep and multibillion-peso
pet projects like housing
rather more for its propa-
ganda effects should tap other
resources.

The producers and manu-
facturing associalions are
holding the fort against rais-
ing prices which they con-
sider an unpopular option,
inspite of the inexorable in-
creases in petroleum prod-
uct prices. The food seclor
is maintaining stable rates
except for sugar which went
up from P20 to P40 a bag
the other week. Cooking oil
prices are down because of
adequate supply.

But the suppliers find it
vnprofitable to maintain pre-
vailing prices ol construction
materials and school supplics.

Finance Sec. Jose Pardo
recommended the task force
to implement the controver-

sial EO 197 which “‘will set
the parameters of the in-
crease.”' Pardo raised the
possibility of 30 to 40 per-
cent increase in government
fees. He qualified the in-
crease ‘‘has to be reason-
able."

Pardo said ‘‘some exemp-
tions'' such as passport fees
so that contract workers will
not be affected by EO 197
are allowed by the President.

Only those who avail of
government services will be
charged while previously the
cost of service rendered did
not conform with the amount
of fees charged.

PRODUCERS CAP

PRICE HIKES

Manufacturers and orga-
nizations of producers de-
clared an unpopular option
the raising of prices of com-
modities despite the persis-
tent periodic increase in the
cost of petroleum products
by the three majos oil com-
panies in the Philippines.

Tough market competi-
tion has put a restraint on
upward price adjustments,
manufacturers of commodi-
ties realize. In a meeling
called by the trade and in-
dustry department to sound
the manufacturers’ move in
the light of the oil price in-
creases, the group said pric-
ing depends on the cost of
raw materials and oil bills
are only a small portion of
their production cost.

Basic commodity manufac-
turers assured Trade Under-
secretary Ernesto Ordonez
they will keep their prevail-
ing prices as foreign reports
say oil prices may decline
as three supplier countries
have resolved to lift their self-
imposed cap on oil produc-
tion.

The Philippine Association
of Groceries and Supermar-
kets which carry 15,500 items
on their shelves cater to C-
D type of consumers so that
if they make any adjustments,
they are minimal. Philippine
supermarket prices have been
steady for the last two years
compared to the pre-Asian

crisis period when the
economy was on the go.

Basic food products have
generally remained stable
excepl sugar which went up
P20 to P40 a bag the other
weck. Even then the sugar
prices are lower than the P28
to P29 per kilo in 1998.
Cooking oil prices are down
because there is adequate
supply.

What is going up are the
prices of construction malte-
rials. Cement which now
costs P95 a bag may go up
to P98 because the cement
industry says it has Lo re-
coup cost by increasing earn-
ings. The Philippine Cement
Corp. (Philcemcor) said
cement companies want Lo
expand market share by
keeping prices al bay rather
than risk losing customers
with higher prices.

The galvanized iron sheet
sector has been holding back
price increases for the past
two years. Gl sheet price has
been going down because of
competition.

The increase of paper cost
by 60 percent will impact on
the decision of the Philippine
Association of School Pads
and Notebooks Lo raise prices
after maintaining stable price
levels last year up to the
present.

FOOD PRICES
STABLE

Nestle Philippines supply-
ing milk and coffee products
has no intention of hiking
prices after the firm adjusted
prices two years ago, accord-
ing to Jose Lloren (vice
president).

Universal Robina Corp.
which produces food items
said it has not increased
prices for the last 24 months
since January 1998,

The move to reduce tar-
iff on beel and meal prod-
ucts caused reduced prices
in December 1999 that has
enabled Purefoods-Hormel
Corp. o imporl raw materi-
als at low cost and thus
reduce its prices,

Cost ol hard llour is going
down by P75 1o PRS per bag

CONSUMERS'’ WOES: Despite promo sales, buyers in shopping malls refuse to part with

hard-earned peso.

due to full production. Nor-
mal flour increases were
noted in December 1999.
Fuel component cost accounts
only for 3 to 5 percent of
the production cost of flour.
Local [Nour prices will go up
only when world wheat prices
go up. An increase in freight
could also add up to the cost.
L L L ]

MAYON STILL
ACTIVE

Mayon velcano's eruption
simmering down deceived the
residents of villages surround-
ing the mountain in Albay
that it had quieted down. But
the day after it subsided, thick
clouds and ashes emanated
from the crater shooting two
kilometers into the air as
boulders rolled down its
slopes.

The evacuees seemed
more concerned about their
property which might be lost
if abandoned. They defied the
danger to their safety by
returning to their homes Lo
collect water, firewood and
clothes.

Before dawn Saturday, the
crater spewed fountains of
lava and an orange river of
molten rocks rolled down its
slopes. Before noon, an ash
cloud was erected 500 meters
into the sky, accompanied by
a booming sound.

Al 16-minute intervals,
five successive eruptions
oceurred up to 1 p.m. The
2:30 p.m. blast shot ashes
iwo kilometers high south

west. The airport was de-
clared safe so long as it
remained free of ash fall.
Airlines were advised to
avoid the western side of the
volcano.

The first eruption before
Saturday noon sent Bonga
villagers scampering for
safety. They still remembered
the 1993 eruption when over
70 persons were killed. Each
time an eruption occurred,
church bells were rung as a
warning.

After 14 eruptions Thurs-
day, the 2,460-foot Mount
Mayon seemed Lo have sim-
mered down Friday. Evacu-
ees complained of overcrowd-
ing in schoolhouses where 12
families were packed into one
room.

Mayon, 340 Kkilometers
southeast of Manila, is [fa-
mous [or its almost perfect
cone. In the most violent
1814 eruption during which
an entire town was buried,
1,200 people died. Since
1616, there have been 47
eruptions.

While Zambales' Mount
Pinatubo's pyroclastic flows
corrode the slopes of the
volcano, Mayon's lava and
pyroclastic emissions [ill up
the gullies, repair the dam-
age, and restore the volcano's
conical shape. The lava de-
posits fertilize the soil.

ALERT LEVEL 5

Alert lever 5 on Mayon

is maintained because of

persistent unrest manifested
by the volcano. During the
period of observation late
Sunday afternoon, lava was
quietly expelled by the vol-
cano,

Health department Dr.
Mari Brizuela said the risk
factors in the evacuation
camps are food, water, bet-
ter accommodations and
sanitation. *‘If not adequately
addressed, the second disaster
will sct in, an epidemic,"’
the doctor warned.

A total of 47,248 persons
of 9,421 families were housed
in various evacuation
camps. Twenty-nine percent
were [rom Legazpi City.

L ] L L]
AUSTRALIA,
BELGIUM CURTAIL
RP EXPORTS

The Philippines is again
on the losing end of world
trading as Belgium and Aus-
tralia bared discriminatory
fangs in curtailing Philippine
exports that would put a
crimp on the local agricul-
ture and fishing industries
while these countries enjoy
the balance of trade in their
favor.

The Mindanao business
community criticized the
unfair trade practices of the
Australian government which
has banned the entry of
mango, banana and pineapple
in the guise of sanitation
while Belgium has curtailed
Philippine tuna on the claim

(Next page, please)
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that their tin cans contain a
certain carcinogenic com-
pound.

After so many years of
trading, why do these
two countries suddenly clamp
a snafu on fruit and fish
exports?

The Philippines buys $400
million worth of Australian
dairy and livestock a year
in contrast to a measly $10
million of Philippine agricul-
tural products exported to
Australia — a 40 to one ratio
in Australia's favor.

On the other hand, Aus-
tralia has been imposing one
phytosanitary requirement L0
another as an alibi (o ban
Philippine exports.

The hostile Australian
policy is a hindrance lo
Mindanao's agricultural de-
velopment since it is a prin-
cipal producer of pineapple,
bananas and mangoes.
Mindanao is a big buyer of
live animals from Australia.

A resolution against the
Australian government's
policy was signed at the Sec-
ond Mindanao Food Congress
by Abbas Candao, Chairman
of the Mindanao Mango
Industry Development Coun-
cil; Joven Chua, the General
Santos Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry president;

and Jojit Ilagan-Bian, the
Mindanao Business Council
chairman.

BELGIUM BANS TUNA

Belgium's ban on Philip-
pine tuna exports which is
General Santos City's prin-
cipal source was declared
detrimental to the lives of
thousands of Mindanao fish-
ermen, by the resolution
adopted by the Federation of
Fishing Associations and the
Allied Industries of General
Santos.

An independent test of
Philippine canned tuna that
is marketted was conducted
in Germany which showed
the product complies with the
European Commission's stan-
dards on sanitary and
phytosanitary measures, a
resolution of the federation
pointed out, in proving Bel-
gium has no basis for ban-
ning it.

Belgium's government
used as reason for the with-
drawal of Philippine canned
funa alleged contamination
when clearly the German test
showed that it complies with
the European Commission's
standards.

Philippine imports [rom
Belgium for the past six years
has averaged $200 million a
year. Belgium's imports from

DE CASTRO

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES .
AREGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 253
LAS PINAS CITY, METRO MANILA

IN THE MATTER OF THE CORRECTION
OF ENTRIES IN THE BIRTH CERTIFICATE
OF MINOR LEONIDES CRISPINO DAOS

SPEC. PROC. NO. SP-00-0005

MA. CARMELA SALVACION DAOS,
Petitioner.

Let the public be notified thal a verified petition for correc-

lion of entries has been filed before this Courl by Ma. Carmela
Salvacion Daos, praying among others thal the entries in the
Certificala of Live Birth of one Leonides Crispino Daos de Casltro
be corrected lo reflect the laller's true stalus. The pelitioner
alleges that she is the mother of said minor and thal petitionar
was never married to the father of the boy, Crispino Leonidas
De Casliro, and therefore, the child is nol “legitimate™ as
erroneously Indicated in the birth certilicate.

Finding the petition 1o be sufficient in form and substance,
the same Is sel for hearing on April 6, 2000, at B:30 o'clock
in the morning, All interested parlies are ciled 1o appear and
show cause why the same should nol be granted.

Let a copy of this Order be published in a newspaper of
general circulation once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks
prior 1o the date of initial hearing and lel this Order be posied
on the Bulletin Board of the Office of the Local Civil Registrar
and the Cily Hall of Las Pifias City, Melro Manila, all al the
expense ol the pelilioner.

Finally, let a copy of this Order together with the pelition
be furnished the Offices of the Solicilor General, National Census
and Statistics. and the Local Civil Registrar of Las Pihas City,
Metro Manila.

SO ORDERED

Las Pifias City, Melro Manila, February 14, 2000.

JOSE F. CACIBES, JR
Presiding Judge
WE FORUM
March 6, 13 & 20, 2000

the Philippines average $117
million or a trade surplus of
$12 million a year in favor
of Belgium.

The Philippines has lodged
a formal protest againsl
Belgium before the World
Trade Organization dispute
settlement board for impos-
ing the ban on canned tuna.
The protests against the dis-
criminatory practices was
endorsed by President Joseph
Estrada.

L] L] L]
SHAPE UP, WB HEAD
TELLS PHILIPPINES

For the $1.2 billion the
World Bank has lent the
Philippines for 22 projects,
WB president James D.
Wolfensohn identified as
major areas of concern the
government structure and its
legal justice system, capital
markets and corporations,
and the eradication of cor-
ruption,

The toppling of world
trade barriers by globalization
since the World Bank was
formed at the end of World
War Il has dramatically
changed world order, the
WB head declared. The is-
sue now is performance, he
said, because all plans formed
by the government with Phil-
ippine civil society and busi-
ness in a tripartite confer-
ence at a Makati hotel would
be useless unless translated
into action.

Outside the Shangri-la
Hotel in Makati, a group of
protesters held a picket line
as Wolfensohn spoke. It was
reminiscent of the WTO
meeting in Seattle that was
disrupted by protesters. The
World Bank has 180 mem-
ber nations and has tradition-
ally been the butt of verbal
attacks and protest demon-
strations by militant groups
for dictating government
cconomic policies as a con-
dition for extending the loans.

President Estrada who was
present at the Makati con-
ference assured his admin-
istration was dedicated to
stamping oul poverty, cor-
ruption and inefficiency in
government. Both the busi-
ness and civil sociely sec-
tors have many leaders while

President Estrada receives the credentials of His Excellency Peter Kranchanka as the new

Ambassador-designate of Belarus to the Philippines in ceremonies held Wednesday
(February 16) at Malacafang’s Reception Hall. (Malacafiang photo)

the government has only one.

As that one leader, Estrada
said he was taking [ull re-
sponsibility to ensure the
efficient use of public re-
sources and to build institu-
tions to serve the people and
to strengthen the nation.

While Estrada said the
Philippines faces the chal-
lenge to unit energies and
directions under a common
vision, the country as a
democracy seeks nol unanim-
ity but consensus.

The concerned sectors
formulate a '‘transparent and
clear system of performance
accountability where actions
are measured against the
common plan,”” Wolfensohn
stated. *‘If not, we would
have more meetings like this

and we will go nowhere."
L] L L ]

MANERO’S UNTOLD
STORY

Norberto Manero Jr.
founded the Ilaga group that
fought Muslim secessionists
in Mindanao in the early
1970s. He and his brothers
Edilberto and Elpidio were
members of the fanatic
Tadtad cult and the defuncl
paramilitary Civilian Home
Defense Force.

As dissident Kumander

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

Nolice Is hereby given that the estate of the lale MELODY DELA
AOSA NERI who died on May 19, 1999 al the Cardinal Santos
Medical Center, Greenhills, San Juan, Melro Manila has been sellled
exlra-judicially through seli-adjudication by her sole surviving her,
NORA DELA ROSA, as evidenced by Doc. No. 1626, Page No.
325, Book No. VI, Serles ol 2000 before Notary Public Ally. Orlando
B. Medrano ol Makati City

WE FORUM
March 6, 13 & 20, 2000

Bucay, Manero and his
former wife Kumander Inday
(Leonarda Lacson) had the
brothers Ali and Mamtawatan
Mampalumpong of the Moro
Islamic Liberation Front
brought to the Manero farm
in Kinilis, Polomolok, South
Cotabato.

Abducted Christians and
Muslims brought to the farm
were ‘‘stripped naked,
hogtied and then stabbed to
death,’’ Manero follower
Pepito Moderacion stated in
an affidavit he executed on
June 16, 1979.

Witnesses Moderacion,
Francisco Cavan, George
Fontanilla and Visitacion
Arca testified that Ali and
Mambawatan were ordered
executed by Manero and
Kumander Inday. Their bod-
ies were ‘‘slaughtered, sliced
into pieces, their internal
organs taken out and then
cooked to be eaten.'' Manero
led in feasting on their brains.

On the date of their ar-
raignment April 27, 1981,
Manero and his wife, who
were placed in the protec-
tive custody of Gen. Mariano
Miranda, could not be found.
Judge Pedro Animas archived
the case against them.

After Manero had served
the minimum 17-year sen-
tence for killing Italian priest
Fr. Tullo Favali in 1985,
President Estrada granted him
conditional pardon as recom-
mended by the board of par-
don and parole chaired by
Undersecretary Juan Liwag.
Liwag has been removed by
acting Justicz Sec. Artemio
Tuquero who assumed the

board chairmanship.

Liwag ruled Manero's
pardon could be revoked for
not disclosing there was a
standing warrant of arrest for
him on the Mampalumpong
brothers' slay. Another cause
for revocation cited by Sen.
Renato Cayetano  was
Manero's failure to attend a
Senate hearing on his case
after he had assured his
parole officer Estrellita
Abellera he would.

Cayetano wrote President
Estrada to consider revak-
ing Manero's pardon, citing|
Liwag's reason, that there:
was a standing warrant ';o[l_
arrest for him for the
Mampalumpong brothers’
killing. Earlier, Kidapawan
Bishop Ramon Valles and Fr.
Peter Geremia, who was Lhe
original target of the Manero
brothers, sought the recall of
Manero's pardon on the
killing of Fr. Tullo Pavali
on April 11, 1985.

Secretary Tuquero ordered
Manero recommitted to the
New Bilibid Prison Lo serve
over six years remaining
portion of his maximum 24-
year term for killing Italian
priest Favalli.

The South Cotabato court
forwarded to the National
Bureau of Investigation a
warrant for Manero's arrest
for the kidnapping and double
murder of Ali and Mamba-
walan Mampalumpong.
Manero's lawyer Ruben
Platon said Manero was still
in Metro Manila and had no
intention to go into hiding
but would face charges
which could send him back
to prison.




More than just casinos

classrooms >~
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just built from incomgremifled to the President’s Social
affording gaming and leisure activities, Among the Fund, providing leaming facilities t& thousands of
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs, Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education. millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

4 F‘Ooo

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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competitive levels.

This was in response to
the bitter lessons learned
from the currency crisis
that started in July 1997.
It is well to remember the
growth strategy employed
by banks in the early
1990s. In the context of
a bullish economy, it was
generally characterized by
loan expansion that may
not have factored a pos-
sible downturn.

Moreover, when the
banking industry was lib-
eralized in 1995, the num-
ber of banks in operation
was left for market forces
to decide. This provided
for the entry of foreign
banks, and the lifting of
restrictions on the num-
ber of branches banks can
put up. Such onslaught of
big-name foreign partici-
pants and proliferation of
locally bred market-niche
players proved too much
of competition in a very

MARCH 6-12, 2000
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‘DREAM BEYOND OUR SEEING’

(MILLENNIUM BOOK OF THE UST HIGH SCHOOL ALUMNI ASSOCIATION)

THE FILIPINO IN BANKING: STANDING TALL

by PETER B. FAVILA

HE ongoing consolidation in the banking
industry was spurred by a measure adopted
by the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP)
in 1998. To ensure the long-term viability of the
banking system, the BSP raised the minimum capi-
tal requirement of banks through the year 2000.
The underlying reason behind such capital build-
up program js the rationalization and reduction
of the number of banks to stronger and more

limited market. This might
have benefited depositors
because of the higher
deposit rates being offered.
However, higher cost of
funds on the part of the
banks, as higher deposit
rates suggest, also meant
higher lending rates for
borrowers. When the cri-
sis set in, many of these
borrowers defaulted result-
ing in what has become
the bane of the industry
— non-performing loans.

This experience led to
policies and measures in-
stituted by the government
that would enable the sec-
tor to recover. Monetary
authorities are now dy-
namically enjoining the
whole industry to opt for
a market-oriented solution
to the stifling effects of
the regional contagion. In-
creasing banks’ capitaliza-
tion make banks more ef-
ficient, eventually leading

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

P o

banking.

University of Pennsylvania, USA.

PETER B. FAVILA (class 1964)
may be considered the compleat banker.
From a messenger and clerk of the Mer-
chants Banking Corporation, he rose to
become one of the leading bankers in the
Phllippines, managing such banks as
Philippine National Bank (president and
chief executive officer), Security Bank
(president) and Metropolitan Bank and
Trust Company (senlor vice president).
The fact is, when one mentions Peter
B. Favila, one almost always assoclates
the name to honest, stable and dedicated

At present, he Is president of the Allled Banking Corporation and s
chalrman or director of many other leading corporations.

Favila finished his B.S. in Commerce, major in banking and finance at
UST. He also took an advanced management program at Wharton School,

BANGKO SENTRAL: Banks' protector.

to lower lending rates,
since with a stable and
broad capital base, a bank
can well afford to lower
its margin or its cost of
intermediation. Thus, the
need for mergers and con-
solidations among the
diverse players in the in-
dustry arises.
BIGNESS

However, what started
out as a response by the
system to the imperative
solution poised by the
BSP's increased minimum
capital requirement, has
now shifted to a race to
becoming the numero uno.
Nowadays, the top play-
ers of the sector are in an
onrush to be the leader in
an industry obsessed with
bigness. | personally be-
lieve that after the dust of
the on-going consolidation
clears, three to five locally-
grown major players will

be instituted that will
compete head-on with the
multinational banks fhat
have chosen to make their
presence felt here. Some
other smaller banks, which
have organically grown
through their specialization
in certain market segments,
will, of course, be re-
tained. After all, there is
still room for such.

The resultant bigness of
the major players will be
the springboard from
which they will go re-
gional. It is high time that
the country is represented
in the major league of
regional banking. Such
representation will augur
well to the confidence of
the Filipino nation, as a
whole and the banking
industry, in particular,
Having the marquee of a
Filipino bank lit at night
in Hong Kong harbor, or

its representative office
standing tall in the streets
of Singapore, will not only
be a sight to behold, but
a source of pride and in-
spiration among Filipinos.

Bigness would also be
the port from which the
innovative speedboats of
the banks will rule the
waves in the hi-tech era
of the wired world in the
new millennium. Having
the resources to embark on
a modernization program,
the big banks will be able
to answer the need to
invest on state-of-the-art
technology that would en-
hance their operations.
This need arises from the
fact that in a business that
thrives on customer satis-
faction, technology will be
a critical factor.

In the banking indus-
try where products and ser-
vices are as generic as they

could be, state-of-the-art
technology serves as a
selling point, an effective
weapon in cornering a
bigger chunk of the mar-
ket pie. Banks haye largely
benefited — and are con-
tinuing to do so — from
technology, defined by the
historian Paul Kennedy as
“the capacity of the hu-
man mind to find new
ways of doing things, to
invent new devices, to
organize production in
improved forms, to
quicken the pace of mov-
ing goods and ideas from
one place to another, to
stimulate fresh approaches

to old problems.”

SERVICES
Technology has re-
shaped the banking land-
scape and elevated the level
of customer service. It has
enabled banks to offer a
(Next page, please)




wider range of services,
and paved the way for the
computerization of opera-
tions, 24-hour automated
teller machine (ATM)
transactions, internet bank-
ing, and virtual or elec-
tronic (e-) banking trans-
actions, which uses com-
puters and telecommunica-
tions to carry out bank-
ing transactions. The
buzzwords “electronic”
and “automated” are now
affixed to otherwise tra-
ditional services as indi-
cators of a bank’s state of
modernity.

Recently a new creature
was born: e-first.com is
Burope's first internet-only
bank. Such bank can of-
fer higher rates to deposi-
tors without the causative
higher lending rates to
borrowers because of the
savings from construction.
staff, and equipment re-
quired of the traditional
banking mode. The ATM
revolution of the mid-
1980s will be repeated in
the e-bank revolution.
Given the propensity of
Filipinos to text messag-
ing services, e-banking
through cellular telephones
is not far-fetched and
should prove attractive.

The technological inno-
vations that will be adapted
by the industry will trans-
late to a more efficient or
cheaper cost of doing busi-
ness on the part of both
the banks and the public
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it serves. As was men-
tioned earlier, the savings
that will be realized by
banks as a result of the
more efficient way of
doing business, will be
shared with the clients in
terms of cheaper financial
services, especially in
credit and loan packages.
This will be beneficial to
the Filipino entreprencur
because of the lower cost
of funds.
PARTNER

In such scenario will
banks serve as the partner
in progress of the Filipino
businessman. As has been
its avowed vision-mission,
the banking industry will
be a prime partner of the
government in nation-
building in general, and
the transformation of the
Filipino into a synergy of
prosperity and discipline,
in particular. This can be
realized with the joint ef-
forts of the banking sec-
tor together with the other
industries on the one hand,
and the government on the
other, through its guiding
policies.

The banking industry as
a public trust should be
able to promote transpar-
ency in its ranks. This is
a very importans factor in
banking such that adher-
ence to BSP's various
policies and guidelines are
imperative. As truth is its
own reward, the public in
terms of more deposits will

We 7Forum
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duly reward banks that are
unclouded of suspicions.
Such reward should trans-
late to financially-sound
banking institutions that
would be able to rise up
to the challenges of the
new millennium, and be
«¢equal among the world’s
best.

The foregoing attributes
of the banking sector
should, it is hoped, reflect
those of the Filipino. I
would like to see the day
when we Filipinos could
stand tall before the world
as an amalgamation of
prosperity, discipline and
entrepreneurial spirit. This
vision is not remote given
our inherent capabilities or
characteristics.

My own scholastic up-
bringings as a Thomasian
has guided me through my
long career in banking.
The Dominican way of
practicality and organiza-
tion coupled with ethics
and faith in doing busi-
ness had served — and will
continue to serve — me
in good stead. Aware of,
and thankful of my
Thomasian education, I
will always subscribe to
the leadership ideal of
“Management without
competence is chaos; man-
agement without ethics is
mercenary.” True to the
inspiration of St. Thomas
Aquinas, let us go forth
in the formation of a pro-
gressive and humane so-

CORNER BANK: Accessible.
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THE business sector
continues to be upbeat
about the economy and
has expressed satisfac-
tion over the Estrada
administration’s initia-
tives on fiscal manage-
ment, peace and order,
and its ongoing investi-
gation into the equities
market.

These were the
results of a survey
conducted by the
Philippine Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(PCCI) among its
members in Luzon
during a recently
concluded area planning
conference.

PCCI President
Miguel Varela said
majority of the busi-
nessmen surveyed “have
come up with the
conclusion that business
is definitely going to be
even better this year.”

Varela said that not
even the ongoing
investigation into the
controversy involving
Best World Resources
Corp. in the stock
market has dampened
the enthusiasm of the
investor community on
the economy.

“In fact, 77 percent
of us felt that the
ongoing investigation
being conducted by the
Philippine Stock Ex-
change and the Securi-
ties and Exchange
Commission on trading
procedures will actually
result in a stromger and
more credible stock
market,” Varela said.

On his weekly radio
program [ltawag mo Kay
Erap, President Joseph
“Erap” Ejercito Estrada
reiterated his directive
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to investigators to spare
no one in-the ongoing
probe on the equities
market, even as he
reassured investors that
the bearish trend in the
local bourse is only
temporary.

“Ako ay nag-order ng
isang investigation sa
Best World at sabi ko,
parusahan sinong dapat
parusahan (I ordered a
probe on Best World
and 1 told them that *
they should punish
whoever should be
punished),” Mr. Estrada
said.

The PCCI survey’s
results gathered the
reaction of the respon-
dents on recent actions
taken by the Estrada
administration on the
following issues:

® Peace and order, of
which 61.21 percent of
those surveyed agree
that things will be better
in the year 2000

e Financial and fiscal
management of which
73.27 percent support
government initiatives in
this area.

¢ Ongoing government
reorganization, 62.64
percent approve of
President Estrada’s
decisions on this aspect,
such as appointing a new
head of the Bureau of
Customs and putting the
agency under the direct
control of the Depart-
ment of Finance.

e Equities market
investigation, 77.59
percent agree that this
will lead to a stronger
stock market.

¢ Business prospects,
59.48 percent see them
as improving and being
better than last year’s.
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* The respondents in
this survey were heads
of the PCCI’s local
chambers and affiliate
organizations in Luzon.

* Varela said the
PCCI plans to conduct
similar surveys in its
succeeding area plan-
ning conferences in the
Visayas and Mindanao.

According to him,
the survey results
“augur well” for the
economy in general,
although he reminded
the government that
this positive outlook
only shows that the it
“needs to work doubly
hard to live up to these
expectations.”

Speaking recently
before the PCCI,
Director General Felipe
Medalla of the National
Economic and.Develop-
ment Authority (NEDA):
said he expects the
Gross Domestic Product
in the first quarter to
be four percent or
higher, while the Gross
National Product is
projected to reach 4.5
percent. |

He likewise projected
a single-digit inflation,
an average foreign
exchange rate of P41 to
the dollar, and growth
in the agriculture sector
of 3 to 3.5 percent,
which is lower than the
1999 figure since the
sector rebounded that
year from a low rate in
1998.

Medalla said the
services sector is also
predicted to grow at
4.5 percent, manufac-
turing at 3 percent,
construction, 3 percent
and exports at 14
percent. (PNA)
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Cowards behind bombs

APREGNANT woman was killed and 14 other persons
were injured when a bomb planted inside a grocery
store in Kabacan, North Cotabato exploded. The bombers
were identified as so-called ‘“Moro separatists.”

A Super Five bus was burned by Moro hooligans mas-
querading as rebels with a mission in Lanao del Norte last
January, using as their alibi the accidental death of a
commander’s son who was struck by a bus.

Lately, these cowards who hide behind the skirt of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front blasted to kingdom come three
Super Five buses and destroyed two other vehicles as well
aboard the ferryboat Our Lady of Mediatrix just as it was
about to dock at Ozamiz City.

This made Armed Forces Chief of Staff Angelo Reyes
remark that Super Five buses were the favorite target of an
extortion group. The bus firm’s refusal to give in to the
mulcters was presumed by the general to have fired them
into their blasting activities.

_ The bombs were placed by three men on the seats of
buses aboard the ferry which carried 140 passengers and
crew when it shoved off Kolambugan in Lanao del Norte.
Twenty vehicles were on board. Super Five bus driver Mario
Labor said one bomb inside a bag was planted four seats
behind him. It exploded as the ferry was 20 meters from
the Ozamiz pier.

The panicked passengers leaped into the sea when the
five vehicles were destroyed by the bombs which exploded
about 4 p.m. just as the ferry was about to dock. At least
37 we recounted dead as of 4 p.m. Saturday, 36 of them
on board the buses and other vehicles when the explosion
ripped through the ferry.

Based on the number of bodies recovered by the Coast
Guard, Commander Angelito Gabisan stated 44 were con-
firmed dead, only nine of them identified. Thirty-five were
seriously burned. They were taken to Ozamiz City hospitals.
The drivers were still searching for two to five other persons
who were reported missing.

The crew was able to put out the blaze and the ferryboat
hobbled into the Ozamiz port. One exploded mortar shell
was found inside a bag late Friday under the seat of a Super
Five bus preparing to leave for Ozamiz. Attached to a digital
timer, it was set to explode at 3 p.m. This bomb found in
Cagayan de Oro City was similar to the one that exploded
inside the Kabacan grocery store.

The bomb attacks followed Army-MILF skirmishes which
led to the military capture of the largest rebel training
Camp Omar. The camp’s fall led to the pullout of MILF
emissaries to the peace talks but they were quickly persuaded
to return to the negotiating table on March 1.

The Armed Forces is assessing the effects of the lavest
rebel atrocities on the ongoing peace negotiations . One late
newspaper report said the death casualties had gone up to
50 as more bodies were recovered from the wreckage and
among the seriously injured in hospitals.
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Magayon

THERE are two things to consider (o un-
derstand the Bicolana, says the redoubtable
Kerima Polotan. The first is the Volcano and
the second is the Church.

The Volcano is, of course, Mayon, which
is a contraction of the word Magayon, mcan-
ing beautiful, Which both the mountain and
the Bicolana are. (Right, Mr. Editor?)

Kerima describes Mayon as *‘towering over
the land and exerting a pervasive influence,
a huge giant wrapped in clouds, often a dark-
browned, brooding hulk; on occasion, a lim-
pid blue, its age-old ridges gray with ash,
ancient wounds visible from the Naga-Legazpi
bus at some point before Iriga. Clear or cloud-
capped, Mayon ncver fails to overwhelm, even
one who has seen it countless times, wearing
4 dozen faces in capricious weather: early in
the morning, with the fog banking the coconut
trees; high noon, the sky brushed clean of clouds
and the volcano throbbing in the heat, its Lip
like a tumescent human nipple; at night, limed
by stars and moonglow."’

Mayon's still there, still beautiful, even as
it’s crupting anew (as this is written). Hope-
fully, it won't be a total eruption, as what
Asog (now called Mt. Iriga) did in 1641, sinking
a town into what became Lake Buhi and itsell
becoming o yawning chasm, If Mayon blows
up her sell completely, the entire Albay prov-
ince may sink and the voleano won'l be magayon
anymore,

I dread to see that doy. Legazpi's the city
of my affections. It's where | was born, and
it's where I married my onc and only wife

EERE¥E

ONE’'S WORTH

I've said it, and I say it again: It's not
the likes of Cory, Sin, Enrile and Ramos
who brought about EDSA 1986 but the small
Pinoys, unknown and even anonymous: they
who even before Marcos declared martial
law in 1972 already fought Marcos, and
the countless others who soon joined the silent
movement to topple the dictatorship. At the
time the Big Four openly came out against
Marcos, the volcano that's the nation was
already erupting, and they rode on it.

This is not to discredit their contribution.
They did help kick out Marcos. But for them
to hog the credit -- most of it, anyway -- as
they have done all these years, is simply gra-
tuitous of them. Especially Ramos and Enrile,
who had loyally served Marcos and basked as
well under his “‘constitutional authoritarianism,”’

It's a sadder spectacle now to see the likes
of Erap, who stood by Marcos till he fed,
onstage as (he nation observes the 14th anni-
versary of EDSA 1986.

Know what? If Marcos won in February
1986, Erap will also be on the stage as the
heirs and successors-in-interest of Marcos
celebrate the 14th year of their victory.

In my humble opinion, Erap has no place
in the observance of EDSA 1986,
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A RUN-AROUN D FOR INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

by GINA MISSION

Pan-Philippine News & Information Network

E DON'T need it,”’ said one member of
the National Commission on Indigenous

Peoples (NCIP).

““It's a duplication of the
duties and functions of the
NCIP,'" said another.

The commissioners were
reacting to the creation of a
presidential task force on
indigenous peoples by Presi-
dent Estrada. To concerned
NCIP watchers, the task force
looks like another creation
by Malacaflang meant to
sideline the NCIP, which is
the legal body created by law
to implement the rights of
indigenous peoples.

Chair of the Presidential
Commission on Urban Poor
and Vice Chair of the Na-
tional Anti-Poverty Commis-
sion (NAPC), described the
creation of the body as a
‘‘response to the urgent
problem facing the indigenous
peoples due to the delay of
the full implementation of the
IPRA."'

On Gasgonia's “‘request’’,
the seven members of the
Task Force were sworn into
office by the President on

indigenous person from the
Caraga Region who requested
anonymity.

Even William Claver,
chair of the Task Force,
thought he would be taking
his oath as chair of the NCIP.

The members of the Task
Force have been dismissed
by NCIP watchers as ‘‘un-
sympathetic'' -- to say the
least -- to the sad plight of
indigenous peoples (IPs).
How will they ‘‘ensure’’
IPRA’'s implementation and
‘*define’” its functions? The
question is begging to be
asked.

And even if the mem-

because of a Supreme Court
case questioning the consti-
tutionality of IPRA, the NCIP
has failed to perform as
mandated by law, and thus,
because of such ‘‘illegal
impediment,"" the Task Force
should be created to take over
the duties of the Commis-
sion.

‘‘The pendency of the
case,’’ reads the AO, “‘has
resulted in the delay of basic
services delivered to the IPs,
and created an ambiguity
regarding the protection and
recognition of their ancestral
domain rights."’

Dao-as, however, is not

-

GRIM-FACED IPs: Ano ba talaga, Erap?

THE TASK FORCE

On February 10, 2000,
President Joseph Estrada,
through Executive Secretary

Ronaldo Zamora, issued
Administrative Order No.
108, creating the Presiden-
tial Task Force on Indigenous
Peoples ''to ensure the im-
mediate implementation of the
Indigenous People's Rights
Act (IPRA) and defining the
functions thereof."’

A PFebruary 14 letter (o
the Task Force members from
Donna Gasgonia, Presiden-
tial Assistant and Concurrent

February 18 in Malacafiang.
The even was attended by
over 500 IPs from the dif-
ferent tribal communities in
the country. However, al-
though the attendance was
impressive, some of them,
when thrown random ques-
tions by PNI didn't know
what was happening in the
Palace, or why they were
there.

““Ambot lang, basta,
gingman ra man mi nga
moanhi diri (1 don't know,
we were just told to come
here.),”" was the reply of an

bers of the Task Force live
up to the expectations of those
who appointed them, the
‘‘whereases’" of AO 108 bear
no relevance to their appoint-
ment. Instead, they open the
matter of governing the I[P
problem to a host of contra-
dictions.

“It's like saying that 'if
eyes are for seeing, then to
forgive is divine,''" NCIP
chair Atty. David Dao-as
described the provisions of
the Administrative Order,

For instance, a good part
of AO 108 narrates how,

impressed. ‘“There is no legal
basis for that because the
Supreme Courl has not is-
sued a restraining order or
a preliminary injunction
against the [PRA,"" he said.
Following a popular legal
doctrine upholding a law's
validity unless declared oth-
erwise by a court of law,
the IPRA remains constitu-
tional and enforceable, he
said.

It is difficult to imagine
that Gasgonia and Zamora,
who are both lawyers, could
have missed such a funda-

mental legal doctrine. Which
is why the AO's critics smell
something rotten aboard.
WHO’S THE REAL
CULPRIT?
AO 108 also states that,

“*the further delay in the -

delivery of basic services,
especially those concerning
the rights of IPs will defeat
the purpose of the IPRA and
the Estrada administration’s
poverty eradication pro-
gram."'

But who is really delay-
ing the services to the [Ps?

On September 21, 1998,
Zamora issued Memorandum
No. 21, ¢reating an Ad Hoc
Committee to study the is-
sues relative to the Consti-
tution, administrative setup
and operations of the NCIP.

Gasgonia was appointed
chair of the committee. The
same Memo directed the
Department of Budget and
Management (DBM) to with-
hold the release of funds to
the NCIP, except for opera-
tional expenses like salaries
and rent, until after the fi-
nal resolution of the issues
surrounding the Council.

In an interview with PNI,
Gasgonia explained that the
release of NCIP funds had
to be withheld to prevent
NCIP commissioners from
using them for self-serving
purposes. The commission-
ers are currently under DOJ
investigation.

What is left of the NCIP
after that September 21 memo
is an office with more than
a thousand employees and
funds that are just enough
to pay for their monthly
salaries. Nothing more.
Naturally, NCIP's programs
for the IPs have had to be
put on hold.

As Gasgonia asserted
during the interview: “*With
the doubtful performance of
the NCIP commissioners, the
government should not re-
lease project funds. We are
releasing operational funds -
- rents, salaries, but not
project funds because until
they liquidate their cash
advances that are supposedly
for the projects that they were
supposed Lo have imple-
mented, we don't think that
it's prudent at all to 'do so.
In fact, it borders on gross
negligence Lo continue releas-
ing the funds to them."'

Gasgonia stressed: “‘We
did not want the indigenous
communities to suffer the
consequences because defi-
nitely the result was that there
were no projects for the IPs.
And the DENR, which could
have filled in the gap, had
some difficulty because of the
IPRA law, although this is
being questioned in the Su-
preme; Court,”" Gasgonia
continued.

‘‘With this legal problem
it was decided to create a
Presidential Task Force on
Ancestral Domains
(PTFAD),"" Gasgonia said.
The PTFAD was created by
virtue of Memorandum 52,
“‘to assist the Office of the
President, through the Presi-
dential Assistance for Pov-
erty Alleviation, NGOs and
POs, in monitoring compli-
ance Lo existing laws regard-
ing the Indigenous Peoples
to their ancestral domains. "’

So, is it the pending
Supreme Court case that is
the cause of the ‘‘delayed"’
services to the IPs?

DANGEROUS
PRECEDENT

One of the concerns of
the NCIP commissioners is
that the new Task Porce, like
the old one, will “‘create
confusion’’ among [P com-
munities. As Helen
Mabandoy, a Mandaya from
Davao asked: **Who will the
IPs follow, the NCIP or the
Task Force?''

In fairness, the Adminis-
trative Order creating the new
Task Force is clear aboul the
group's function which is *‘to
assist the NCIP in the for-
mulation of a comprehensive
and integrated sustainable
development plan for the
indigenous peoples, focusing
on the developing of ances-
tral domains, particularly
those that are covered by
Certificates of Ancestral
Domain Claim issued by the
Department of Environment
and Natural Resources, and
such other official tenure
instruments. "’

Still, NCIP sympathizers
view the Task Force as
another strategy of mining
advocates to derail the imple-
mentation of the IPRA dur-
ing the term of the present
NCIP commissioners, who
are all appointees of former

(Mext page, pleass)
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SIDEBAR
‘UNFULFILLED PROMISES’

THEY’re brave, they’'re armed, and they’re an-
Bry. -
Members of the Mindanao Allied Composite Com-
mand (MACC), a unified Christian-highlander group
in Mindanao are in Manila to protest the recent creation
of the Presidential Task Force on Indigenous Peoples.

Said Benion Lucas, who holds that rank of major
general of the MACC, the Task Force only reflects the
insincerity of the Estrada administration in upholding
the rights of the indigenous peoples (IPs). It also shows,
he added, the President’s lack of seriousness in fulfilling
its promise to ‘‘uphold the rights of the IPs."

MACC, an organization duly registered with the
Securities and Exchange Commission, is the first of its
kind in the country. Its members, who are former rank-
ing officials and members of the Moro National Libera-
tion Front (MNLF), are members of indigenous tribes
from different parts of Mindanao who have been assimi-
lated to the mainstream culture. Thus the term ‘‘Chris-
tian highlanders.”

““We are tribal people but we have already adopted
the lifestyles of the non-IPs,”’ explained Virgilio Seiiara,
a Higaonon from Bukidnon.

The MACC idea arose from the government’s failure
to fulfill its promise of ‘‘mainstreaming’’ former MNLF
combatants. J4 Virgilio Sefiara narrated how some 25,000
former MNLF revolutionaries believed and waited for a
promised job in the government, only to wake up every-
day with no job in sight.

‘““When, you have become so used to war, you can’t
really be that suspicious. So almost everybody thought
that they would get a job, as promised,’’ Seflara said.
It is not true, he said, that former revolutionaries can-
not go back to life in the mainstream, “‘It’s the gov-
ernment that seems to find it hard to accept us. We feel
we are not welcome in the community,’’ he added. The
MACC’s ideals are simple. They don’t want their lands,
which their people have held since time immemorial, to
be taken away from them. They don’t want their people
to be exploited by politicians during election time and
be forgotten on most other days. In short, they want to
have the same rights enjoyed by every Filipino.

‘““We are people, too. Why should the Musljm MNLF
members get government support while we don’t? Why
should ‘pure’ Christians be superior to us?’’ asked Brig.
Gen. Romeo Rapa. One thing stands out among MACC
members — at least, the ones who are presently in Manila:
All of them speak good English. But as was later re-
vealed, it isn’t at all surprising. All of them are well-
to-do, and have their own businesses in Mindanao. They
have taken it upon themselves to ‘‘fight so other IPs
may enjoy what they rightfully deserve.”

But they want to clarify something, The MACC members
are not aiming for the moon. The organization wants to
help disseminate information among highlanders and
Christian MNLF, as well as their sympathizers, about
the promised government programs embodied in the final
peace agreement between the government and the MNLF.
MACC leaders help ordinary members identify viable
activities and assist them in sourcing funds for liveli-
hood projects, as well as in organizing cooperatives. If
there is assistance available from government and for-
eign sources for these projects, they would want to avail
of them, too.

In addition, they conduct lectures, seminars, train-
ing and general information drives on the need for self-
sufficiency in IP communities. In line with the government’s
effort to fight poverty, Lucas said that the rights of IPs,
as provided in the Indigenous People’s Rights Act (IPRA)
should be respected. Government's promises, he said,
should be fulfilled.

“But how can the government enforce the IPRA
property when it could not even get past the issue
concerning the NCIP leadership?’" asked J7 Deogracias
Raez, himself an NCIP director on ancestral domains.

The MACC generals stressed that the current admin-
istration should respect the law. And the law says that
the NCIP is the agency that should implement IPRA,
and not any task force. ‘‘Either the government follows
the law, or there would really be trouble in Mindanao,”’
Brig. Gen. Jerry Bontilao warned. (Gina Mission)
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President Fidel Ramos.

Dao-as remarked that, for
a body that is supposed to
‘*assist’’ the NCIP, not even
once did the first Task Force
consult the Commission on
any matter concerning ances-
tral domains.

Another point worth not-
ing is Zamora's February 11
memo to Chairman Dao-as
ordering the maintenance of

the status quo regarding the -

NCIP chairmanship, to give
the ‘‘Presidential Task Force
on Indigenous Peoples suf-

ficient time to study the mat-
ter and make appropriate
recommendations to the Presi-
dent."’

But nowhere in AO 108
does it say that the Task
Force has all that power.

Perhaps Davao LAMMP

Isang mensahe mula sa
RICE MEDIA ADVOCACY NETWORK -PHILIPPINES, INC,

PHILIPPINE HOME ECONOMICS ASSOCIATION .
AT NG PAHAYAGANG ITO.

Congressman Roy Lopez is
right. *‘The law did not create
the Office of the Presiden-
tial Assistant to implement
IPRA. It created the NCIP
to do that,"" he said during
a House committee hearing
on the NCIP problem.

HUWAG AKSAYAHIN
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‘JEWEL TILAPIA’

DA INKS PACT

TO PROPAGATE

NEW VARIETY

THE Department of Ag-
riculture (DA) recently en-
tered into an agreement with
the local government unit of
Dapitan City and a private
aquaculture firm to demon-
strate the commercial produc-
tion of “jewel tilapia”, a hy-
brid variety of the now-fa-
miliar fish whose big eco-
nomic potential promises Lo
improve the country’s fish
production.

The memorandum of
agreement (MOA) was signed
by DA Secretary Edgardo
Angara, Dapitan mayor Jo-
seph Cendrick Ruiz, and
Little Giant Marine Re-
sources.

The agreement also allows
the three parties to jointly
conduct a technology dem-
onstration on the commercial
production of the jewel tila-

Agricultural Corp., which
held proprietary and distri-
bution rights to the hybrid
fish, would provide some
100,000 jewel tilapia seed
stocks while the city govern-
ment of Dapitan provides the
suitable coastal area for the
techno-demonstration.

Angara said the hybrid
jewel tilapia, whose devel-
opment is regarded a break-
through in the scientific
world, can thrive both in sea
water and fresh water, un-
like the “conventional” one
which survive only on [resh-
waler and brackish walter
ponds. It is a fast-growing

« fish and can weigh 800 grams
in 170 days.

The fish, introduced into
the couniry from the United
States less than two years
ago, has been commercially

pia, using net pen culture in
brackish water pond and
floating net cages in marine

GIFT TILAPIA: Move over.

“Output of the collabora-

tested and accepted in Negros
Occidental and Zamboanga

sources (BFAR), would pro- del Norte.

MARCH 6-12, 2000
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BEWARE OF
GOLDEN SNAILS
IN RICEFIELDS

THOUGH delicious and nutritious, the exotic snail
dish may not be appealing to eat these days. The
golden snails that can be found in ricefields can pose
serious threat to one’s health. There have been re-
ports that even though pesticides containing organochlo-
rines such as endosulfan, endox, and niclosamide have
been banned in the market since 1993, harmful chemical
residues can still be found in ricefields where these
pesticides have been sprayed.

The Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry
and Natural Resources Research and Development
(PCARRD)-monitored study conducted by Prof. Danila
Paragas of the Central Luzon State University (CLSU)
confirms these findings. Her study revealed that even
with photocatalysis, the process of detoxifying pesti-
cides with the aid of sunlight or exposure to ultra-
violet light or irradiation and other photocatalyst,
decomposition products especially of organichlorine
compounds are not totally safe.

The study also showed that snails that have taken
in the by-products of endosulfan decomposition have
high mortality rates. This was attributed to the process
of bio-accumulation, the recombination reactions that
| would occur inside the biological system of the snail
that could result in the reformation of the pesticide
inside the snail’s body. The decomposition products
of endosulfan, namely endosulfan sulfate and chlo-
ride ions could react with some substances inside the
snail’s body to form the endosulfan compound. There-
fore, snails that have bio-accumulated photocatalytically
degraded endosulfan are not safe to eat.

This situation poses high risk of bio-magnification,
as the harmful pesticide inside the body of the snail
could be passed on to other animals, with humans

i

waler.

Anpara said results of the
joint undertaking will open
tremendous opportunities for
fishermen and “aquabusiness-
men” because it will enhance
the promotion of the jewel
tilapia production technology
for commercial application.

tive effort would also help
fishermen raise jewel tilapia
in a more diversified setting
from freshwater to marine-
based aquaculture environ-
ment,” he said.

Under the agreement, the
DA, through the Bureau of
Fisheries and Aquatic Re-

vide technical assistance, net
pens and fish cages, at a
brackish water farm in San
Pedro, Dapitan City, where
the techno-demo farm would
be carried out.

Little Giant, whose local
affiliate FYD International

and US parent company. FSD .

It is now pgaining popu-
larity among aquaculture
enthusiasts and fish pen
operators because it is a
breed that produces an all-
male fry, a trait that prevents
over-population, a common
problem of fish farmers.
(PNA)

Media Service)

received the largest amount of the pesticide, being at
the end of the food chain. (Ma. T.S. Agarrade, S&T

ERAP ASSURES

President Estrada assured farmers over the weekend that
his administration is ready to extend assistance in setting
up livelihood projects.

The President said the government has many financial
institutions that offer financial assistance to farmers, es-
pecially if they have organized themselves into coopera-
tives.

“The government actively supports every effore for
livelihood. We have many financial institutions that can
provide loans for those who want to go into business),”
he said.

He said these institutions include the Technological
Livelihood Resource Center (TLRC), which he said offers
micro-lending programs for cooperatives.

“My advice (o you is to go to the TLRC and look for
Director Livia de Leon. She will guide you on what to do
to get a loan,” he said,

Mr. Estrada gave the advice in a radio program after
some farmers in Quezon province asked for help in getting
a loan for an ube plantation project.

Last month, the government approved a P1 million loan
for ube planters in Antique province, in line with its efforts

FARMERS’ AID

to uplift the lives of the poor,

According to the Special Operations Group of the Office
of the President, the ERAP Trust Fund approved the loan
proposal of local cooperatives for expanding the local ube
flour project.

Expected to benefit from the loan is the Antique Fed-
eration of Cooperatives (AFCCUI), which will purchase
the ube harvests of local farmers.

The President visited Antique last Jan. 28, as part of
a two-day provincial visit to the Visayas late last month.

During his trip, he promised to help Antique residents
address their needs through education, electrification and
irrigation, among other government programs. (PNA)

A PRIEST’S

‘Don’t push him to do some-
thing crazy.' Who is push-
ing Manero to do something
crazy? To avoid being pushed
into this, Manero should be
out of reach from those who
want to use him. Manero can
only be helped if he is no
longer used by politicians,
militaries, syndicates or other
manipulators.”

Yet today, Fr. Peter is
pushing the rocks toward the
edpes of protests. He may
stand up; he already did.
When the media started “sen-
sationalizing” Manero’s new-
found freedom, Fr. Geremia
had also started picking up
the pieces of the past to

(From page 12)

provide others the broken
images of life during martial
rule, during the times when
fanaticism spewed its horrify-
ing slime.

“The safest solution would
be sending Mancro back to jail
and releasing first his compan-
ions who are willing to tes-
tify. Give first the chance to
the witnesses, then you can
give Manero a chance for
rehabilitation.”

Can Fr. Geremia forgive
him? “How can I forgive
Manero? I hope in God’s way,
by giving him the opportunity
to really change his life and
become a symbol of compas-
sion instead of an instrument
of terror and fear,” he said.
(PNA)

LEGAL NOTICE

Noltice Is hereby given thal the eslate of lhe lale CELSO R.
GLORIOSO has been exirajudiclally setlled among his helrs In a
documen! entitled "Extrajudiclal Seltlemant Among Halrs” under Doc.
No. 46; Page No. 11; Book No. 1; Series ol 1999 ol Notary Public
Ally, Celso A Tabobo, Jr,

WE FORUM
Feb, 21, 28 & March 6, 2000

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice Is hereby glven that the estate ol the late RONEL C.
BEJERANO has been exirajudiclally settled among his helrs In a
document entitled “Extra-judiclal Settlement of the Deceased Ronel
C. Bejerano" under Doc. No. 398; Page No. 80; Book No. 3; Serles
of 2000 ol Notary Public Atly. Hector B. Centano

WE FORUM
March 6, 13 & 20, 2000
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A ‘WARRIOR’ AGAINST TOXIC WASTES

by ALFREDO ARAYA, JR.

Pan-Philippine News & Information Network

HE Rainbow Warrior has sailed into town

on its first visit to the Philippines. It is not

an ocean liner for tourists but a vessel
carrying activists campaigning for various envi-
ronmental issues around the globe.

The ship owned by
Greenpeace, an international
organization committed to
campaigning against environ-
mental destruction, docked at
Pier 15, Berth No. 3, of
Manila’s South Harbor at 9
a.m. today (Feb. 22). It will
be in the Philippines until
March 9, docking as well on
the shores of Subic, Cebu
and Bacolod.

*“This is an anti-pollution
tour. So definitely, the fo-

cus of this particular tour is
pollution and the abuse of
our water system,"" said Mon
Glenn Hernandez, a Green-
peace regional anti-toxics
campaigner for Southeast
Asia, about the Rainbow
Warrior's visit.

Hernandez explained that
the Toxic-Free Asia Tour is
part of Greenpeace's global
campaign against toxic pol-
lution, It started in South
America in early 1999 and

was later brought to the
Mediterranean, then to North-
ern Europe.

The Asian tour began in
India in December last year.
After visiting India, the ship
went to Bangkok in Thailand,
and then the Philippines.

According to the website
(www.toxicfreeasiatour.com)
for the Rainbow Warrior's
Asian tour, the Philippines
is among the Asian countries
that Western countries pre-
fer as dumping grounds for
their hazardous wastes. This
toxic refuse is sent here
disguised as recyclable ma-
terials.

Athena Ballesteros, an-
other Greenpeace cam-
paigner, told PNI that envi-
ronmental NGOs in the
Philippines specifically chose

HOW CAN ONE TAME ... ¢rompae 1y

meter crater lowering above sea
level with a radius of about a
kilometer once more spewing
fountains of lava and pyroclas-
tic materials, and columns of
smoke reaching over 18 Kilo-
meters to the sky.

It exploded 14 times in that
single day alone, calming down
in the late afternoon, gearing
up most probably for more
stronger blasts in the days to
come, according to scientists
at the Philippine Institute of
Volcanology and Seismology
(Phivolcs).

In this abound metaphors
to describe¢ the fury. Il was
angry. Or probably just ‘cur-
ing’ itself in Phivolcs' term—
meaning filling up its crevices
and gullies, cracks and eroded
portions—the scars it sustained
from its own wild, frenzied
violence. It has to maintain its
perfect shape that made it
famous worldwide.

But Mayon is not a human
being and surely does not even
think.

Squatting at a land arca of
about 250 sq. kilometers, il is
surrounded by cight towns and
a city that covers an arca of
1,261.4 sq. kilometers, accord-
ing to a Phivolcs brochure,
which now may have a popu-
lation of close to a million
people.

The volcano's recorded
history of eruptions dates back
10 the

17th century, in February
2, 1616, lasting five days. Its
next recorded eruplion was a
more than a hundred years
later, in July 20, 1766, lasi-
ing for another five days.

In that same year, in Oc-
tober 23 and 24, it was re-
corded to have exploded again.
Succeeding cruptions were ac-
counted in October 10, 1800,
and 11 years later, in October

Subic as one of the Rainbow
Warrior's stopovers because
they want to bring to the
international spotlight their
concern about the toxic
wastes left by the Americans
in their former military fa-
cilities here.

Cebu will be inspected
because of the many cases
of shipwreck, landfill prob-
lems, and illegal dumping
operations in the area.
Bacolod, also on its itiner-
ary, has to contend with the
threats of its coal plants on
the environment.

Long before this campaign
for a toxic-free Asia, how-
ever, the Rainbow Warrior
has braved the scas on pro-
test missions against nuclear
testing, the harpooning of
whales, and toxic pollution,
among others, It stopped
sailing for a long time after
it was bombed on the night
of July 10, 1985, presum-
ably because of its protesis
apgainst French nuclear test-

ing in the Pacific. Rainbow
Warrior was resurrected after
10 years, and so was ils
campaign.

It is now run by a crew
of 14 people of different
nationalities: American, Aus-
tralian, Indian, Colombian,
Dutch, Argentinian, Scot,
Russian and German. Filipino
volunteers will be on board
during the Philippine leg of
the tour.

**Through the tour, we
hope to strengthen the grow-
ing community awareness of
and demand for action on the
pressing pollution problems
of the region,"' Pete Willcox,
captain of the Rainbow
Warrior, said in a message
in the Asian Tour's website.

Hernandez said the Phil-
ippine leg of the tour will
be Greenpeace's chance *‘to
link up with other NGOs and
local communities who are
fighting pollution."’

To get the public inter-
ested in the environmental

campaign, they will be al-
lowed to enter the Rainbow
Warrior during open days -
- Feb. 24 to 27 in Manila,
March 5 to 6 in Cebu City,
and March 8 to 9 in Bacolod.

During these open days,
visitors will be shown the
ship's laboratory, research
and communication facilities
as well as how its compre-
hensive garbage-segregation
system works.

Visitors will also be
treated to exhibits and free
concerls featuring popular
local artists and musicians.

Environmental groups that
welcomed the vessel ex-
pressed excitement that the
‘‘symbol of a lot of big
(environmental) campaigns”'
has finally sailed the way of
the Philippines’ polluted
waters.

For its part, the Rainbow
Warrior and its crew hope
to elicit from the Filipino
people the concern and sup-
port needed to save their own
environment.

Mortgagee/s,
- versus -
CORAZON V. PAZ,

Y samrecccsssamessssa=

Mortgagor/s.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
CALOOCAN CITY, METRO MANILA

NAT'L HOME MORTGAGE CORPORATION,
Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real
Estale Morigage under Act 3135, as
Amended

C - 1163

=K

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon exlra-judicial petition for sale under Act
TIONAL HOME MORTGAGLE CORFOHA
postal address al 104 Amorsolo Street,

nia"
wr dadab

a~ amended Ly act 4118 filed by NA-
TION (NHMEC), morigagee/s, with principal office and
Legaspi Village, Makati Cily against CORAZON V. PAZ,

MAYON: Beauty and beast.

5 and 6.

All of these eruplions were
of Vulcanian type. But in Feb.
1, 1814, Mayon had its mosl
violent eruption, a Plinian —
the only recorded cruption of
that type to date— complete
with ash and tephra fall (rain
of stones), rumblings, carth-
quakes and volcanic lightnings.

It was the eruption that
subscquently buried the settle-
ment of Cagsaua and its church
and some 1,200 residents in
lahars days later. The Cagsawa
Ruins, a church belfry protrud-
ing out of the ground is a mute
witness to that eruption.

Forty-onc more eruplions
followed through (wo centu-
ries, all of them of Strombolian
and Vulcanian types.

Only in ten of Mayon's 46
eruptions were casuallies re-
corded, The first recorded

eruption of 1616 had also the
first recorded death toll, which
was 49. In 1814, which bur-
icd Cagsawa, there were 1,200
deaths; in 1853, 34; 1871, 3,
in 1873, 1,500—the most
deathcount;, 1886-87, 15; 1897,
350; 1928, 1. 1968, 1; and
the latest in 1993, with 76.

Mayon may conlinue Lo
erupt in the years and decades,
and even centuries to come.
Who knows.

Local folks know they could
not fight nature. But they have
learned that in order Lo lame
Mt. Mayon, they have to lame
themselves and their own fears.

Volcanologists and disaster
experts all believe that people’s
preparedness—1o include
enough knowledge ol (he
volcano's polent dangers und
the ability 1o clude them—is
vital in this regard, (PNA)

mortgagor/s, with residence and poslal address al 7242 Marcelo Avenue, Marcelo Village, Cily
of Parahaque, lo salisly the morigage indebledness which as of October 6, 1989 .amounts to
FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (P400,000.00), Philippine Currency, including/excluding
interests, penalties, attorney's fees, plus sherill's lees and all other necessary expanses ol foreclosure
and sale, the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of Caloocan Cily thru the undersigned Sheriff
hereby gives nolice to all interested parties and lo the public in general that on March 16, 2000
al ten o'clock in the morning (10:00 a.m.) or soon lhereafler infront of the main entrance of
Caloocan Cily Hall Annex, Aurelio Bldg., 9th Ave., corner Rizal Ave. Ext., Grace Park, Caloocan
City, she or her duly authorized Sheriff will sell al public auction to the highest bidder for cash
and in Philippine Currency, the real eslale property/ies logether with all the improvements existing
thereon, to wit:
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 273007

A parcel of land (Lot 18, Bik. 17 of lhe cons. subd plan, Pcs-007-501-004663-D, being a
portion of the cons, of Lots 1 2%, Sub-Blk. 10-A; Lols 1-28, Sub-BIk. 11-A; Lots 1-30, SubBlk.
11-B: Lols 1-24, Sub-Blk. 12-A, Lols 1-24, Sub-Blk. 12-B: Lols 1-27, Sub-Blk. 13-A; Lols 1-3,
SubBlk, 13-B: Lois 1-14, Blk. 14; Lots 1-10, Blk. 15; Lots 1-40, Blk, 16; Lols 1-4, Blk. 17; Lots
1-9, 11 & 12, 13-37, all ol Blk. 18; and Lots 2-18, Blk. 19; and Rd., Lots 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,
48, 49, 50, 51, 52 & 53, all Psd-001436, and Rd., Lots 47 & 48, Pes-13-00142, LRC. Rec. No.
6563). situated in Dist, of Novaliches, Cily of Caloocan, Matro Manila, Island of Luzon, Bounded
on the SW., along line 1-2 by Lot 37, along line 2-3 by Lot 38; on the NW,, along line 3-4 by
Lot 18: on the SE., & NE,, along line 4-6 by alley 10; and on the SE., along line 6-1 by Lol
17, all of the cons. subd. plans. x x x x. Containing an area of SEVENTY TWO (72) SQ. METERS,
more or less. XXXxXX

Prospeclive buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the title to
the said properiy/ies and encumbrances thereon, Il any thara be.
Caloocan Cily, Metro Manila, February 15, 2000.

PAZ G. PALANCA
(Sgd ) RENEBERT B. BALOLOY Ex-Officio Sheriff

SHERIFF INCHARGE
Copy lurnished: ALL PARTIES CONCERNED

WE FORUM
Feb, 21, 28 & March 6, 2000




ERAP WITH ARCHBISHOP: President Estrada welcomés Archbishop Ricardo Vidal
of Cebu, who called on the Chief Executive Friday (Feb. 18) at Malacafian Palace.
Looking on are Foreign Affairs Secretary Domingo Siazon Jr., Chief of Staff Aprodicio
Laquian and Acting Press Secretary Icasiano Gutierrez. (Malacafiang Photo)

MT. MAYON

How can one tame nature?

by EX V. RIEZA

LEGAZPI CITY — How can one tame nature?
‘Beauty and the beast’ rolled.into one, Mt. Mayon has both mes-
merized and frightened residents and visitors alike.

It gives life to families
who live by the farms they
tend in its fertile foot, which
in turn became the burial
grounds to many — some
3,229 on records during the
last four centuries, actually—
who died in its accounted
history of violent eruptions

and subsequent mudflows.
While visitors adore its
nearly perfect cone and many
names of those who con-
quered its peak were etched
in international records of
mountaineering, those who
lost their love ones in its
wrath saw it as a curse they

forever have (o live by tak-
ing with them the terror and
the nightmares the volcano
had brought their lives, down
to their graves.

On Thursday, it woke up
rumbling into its 46th recorded
violent eruption, its 2,460-

(Page 11, please)
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A PRIEST’S

SILENT RAVE

by RICK R. FLORES

E WAS the real target of the Ilaga — that

dreaded cannibal-like para-military group

of Ilonggos. He was twice arrested for
unlawful acts only the military knew.

He could have not talked
about forgiving Norberto
Manero Jr. after years of
harboring fear. But fate —
for all other mortals — played
its simple game for him. Fr.
Peter Geremia is alive in flesh
and coul to bare his priest-
hood once again to rave: “In
the face of evil, goodness
does not surrender!"

Fr. Geremia came to the
Philippines way back in 1972,
and in 1980 he made
Tulunan, North Cotabato his
abode, and the people, who
came from diverse cultures
and beliefs, his flocks.

PRESIDENT Joseph
Ejercito Estrada vowed
anew to uphold press free-
dom in the country as he
declared December 1, 1999
to December 1, 2000 as the
year of Publishers and Edi-
tors In the Service of the
Nation.

In Proclamation No. 240
which he signed last Febh-
ruary 8, 2000 and made
available to the press last
week, Estrada also declared
the first week of December
as National Press Congress
Week.

Executive Secretary
Ronaldo B. Zamora and
Acting Press Secretary
Icasiano “Ike” Gutierrez
sald under Proclamation
No. 240, the nation will
celebrate the Year of Pub-
lishers & Editors and the
National Press Congress
Week under the auspices of
the Publishers Association
of the Philippines Inc.
(PAPD).

PAPI is bheaded by its
chairman Juan P. Dayang,
a lifetime member of the Na-
tional Press Club of the
Philippines, governor of the

Manila Overseas Press Club,
and adviser of the Federa-
tion of the Provincial Press
Clubs of the Philippines Inc.
The PAPI executive director
is NPC past president Fred
G. Gabot, Metro and Na-
tional News and Foreign News
Section editor of Manila
Bulletin, a book author,
publishing consultant, broad-
caster, life member of the
Stanford Alumni Association
and a member of the Board
of Regents of the Pamantasan
ng Lungsod ng Manila
(PLM).

In issuing the Proclama-
tion, President Estrada cited
PAPI as a “potent profes-
sional organization dedicated
to the defense and promotion
of press freedom and to the
lofty ideals of journalism as
a public service, especially
in the countryside.”

The President said” there
is a need to focus public at-
tention on the important role
the Publishers Association of
the Philippines Inc. plays in
upholding press freedom and
the dignity of the journalism
and publishing profession.”

In the same Proclamation,

2000: YEAR OF PUBLISHERS,

President Estrada authorized
PAPI to undertake general
membership and fund cam-
paign during the year-long
celebration of the Year of
Publishers and editors in the
Service of the Nation.

Dayang said has slated
various activities, programs
and projects as part of the
whole year celebration,
among them are interna-
tional, regional and national
symposiums, forums, work-
shops, publication of the Pub-
lishers & Editors Magazine
with the Media Total Ven-
tures, PAPI cooperative
publishing and marketing
projects, international link-
ages and training, academic
tie-ups with colleges and
universities like the
Pamantasan ng Lungsod ng
Maynila (PLM), blessing and
inauguration of the new PAPI
headquarters, mapping out
plans for a “publishing
museum called “Manila
Newseum,” and launching of
its first book venture called
the “Publishing in the Phil-
ippines: Opportunities and
Challenges in the New Mil-
lennium,”

EDITORS

PAPI is now updating its
list of members, publishers
and editors which will be
published into a yearbook
called the “Philippine Mil-
lennium Media & Publish-
ing Guidebook,” Dayang
said.

Dayang said publishers
and editors all over the
country should accomplish
new membership forms
which will be available soon
and submit them to the
PAPI headquarters at his
office at Dominga Building,
Chino Roces Ave., Makati
City with tel, 819-1215, to
the PAPI Executive
Director’s Office with
telefax 536-9340 or e-mail
address at
maynila@sufrshop.net. or
alfredgabot@yahoo.com,

Dayang said an executive
committee composed of pub-
lishers and editors repre-
senting Luzon, Visayas and
Mindanao and the different
regions is now being orga-
nized to help ensure the suc-
cessful celebration of the
Year of Publishers and Edi-
tors in the Service of the
Nation. (PNA)

Wearing a worn-out
“tubaw,” which served as his
sole witness to a life carved
out of compassion and deep
reverence for forgiveness, Fr.
Geremia sat on the corner
of a table with hands ges-
turing the meaning of his
words and thoughts. He
should know; those hands
which soothed the anger and
madness and outrage of a
land torn aside by a century-
old war were the same hands
that soaked his face in utter
disbelief over the brutal
murder of his confrere on
April 11, 1985 — Fr. Tulio
Favali.

“How to forgive
Manero?...1 have already
forgiven him,"” was the
humble starting message of
a priest caught in the midst
of the Manero pardon con-
troversy. “But Manero is not
exactly like the ‘Prodigal Son’
who repented and went di-
rectly to his father and said,
‘Father, | have sinned against
heaven and against you. I no
longer deserve to be called
your son: treat me as one of
your servants’.”

“Only now they say that
Manero is asking for forgive-
ness... Manero is the most
notorious killer in
Mindanao.” Fr. Geremia
might be confused with the
cynical relationship between
forgiveness and despise, but
here is a mere mortal who
has withstood the tests of time
amid the danger and threats
to his life. “Up to now, he
has not come to us. He should
ask forgiveness not only to
us but also to all the other
victims, "

“Can I forgive him? For
heaven's sake, he (Manero)
didn’t only kill a priest but
many more Muslims, tribals
and Christian farmers, most
of them defenseless victims;
he was involved in massa-

P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

MANERO: Forgiven?

cres and cannibalism. He
does not admit to all of this
but that’s exactly what he is
famous for. He killed a priest
because the priest was the
last defense that could re-
strain his group from killing
more people. The priest was
the symbol of compassion
who was killed because he
tried to stop the Kkillings.
Without that priest, there
would be no more mercy for
the victims, no one would
object or even let the public
know."

“For heaven's sake, many
are afraid of Manero: The
witnesses, the Christian com-
munities, Muslim and tribal
communities. He is a sym-
bol of terror, the terrorism
of martial law which means
no human rights, particularly
for Muslims -and suspected
rebels, for community work-
ers and priests. This means
that the Edsa Revolution
would have been in vain.”

Fr. Geremia, also an ltal-
ian missionary, was the
original target of Manero and
his Ilaga brothers on that
fateful day. “I am painfully
aware of the amazing power
of Manero's friends. Because
of them, his previous court
cases of murder and canni-
balism were ignored. After
he killed Father Favali, his
friends boasted that nobody
would dare to arrest him, In
fact, it took months before
he was arrested. The trial
began as a scary farce, the
accused even threatened the
judge and the lawyers. It was
only after the dictator Marcos
was replaced by President
Cory (Aquino) that the trial
could prosper. Our witnesses
and their families had to hide
for years.”

Are there persons behind
Manero's blatant masochism?
“We heard the warning,

(Page 10, pleass)
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