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IT WAS A TRAGEDY OF ERRORS. THAT IS
WHAT THE FIRING OF JUSTICE SEC. SERAFIN
CUEVAS AMOUNTS TO AFTER HE WAS
EXCULPATED BY
e EXECUTIVE SEC.
fa— | RONALDO ZANDRA

WHO REVEALED HIS

OFFICE WAS AT
FAULT FOR THE

L g Sl INCLUSION IN_THE
: o LIST OF PRISONERS
A TO BE PARDONED
i PRIEST-KILLER
NORBERTO
SEC. CUEVAS MANERO _

MANERO JR.

IT'S LIKE SHOOTING A MAN FIRST AND
ASKING QUESTIONS AFTERWARDS. OR
SENDING A MAN TO THE GALLOWS FOR
A CRIME SOMEBODY ELSE DID AND THERE
IS NO WAY OF RECTIFYING THE MISTAKE.
LIKE PRESIDENT ESTRADA’S PARDON FOR
MANERO WHICH JUSTICE SEC. SERAFIN
CUEVAS HIMSELF RULED COULD NOT BE
RECALLED ONCE METED. IT PROVED COSTLY
FOR CUEVAS HIMSELF.

THE JUSTICE SECRETARY WAS STUNNED
BY HAVING HIS SEAT PULLED FROM UNDER
HIM AND WAS STILL IN SHOCK WHEN
SECRETARY ZAMORA
ANNOUNCED
CUEVAS HAD
RESIGNED ON A
FRIDAY AFTERNOON.
HIS REPLACEMENT
WAS IMMEDIATELY
SWORN IN.

e An editorial

report by
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ILOCOS VENDORS: Farms in the Ilocos region are now producing quality vegetables which have become an attraction
in public markets such as in Badoc, Ilocos Norte. (Lirglong Ortiz)
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MALACANAN’S
RAGEDY
OF ERRORS

by ERIC

S. GIRON

T WAS a tragedy of errors. That is what the firing of Justice Sec. Serafin Cuevas amounts
to after he was exculpated by Executive Sec. Ronaldo Zamora who revealed his office was at
fault for the inclusion in the list of prisoners to be pardoned priest-killer Norberto Manero Jr.

It's like shooting a man
first and asking questions
afterwards. Or sending a man
to the gallows for a crime
somebody else did and there
is no way of recti.ying the
mistake. Like President
Estrada'’s pardon for Manero
which Justice Sec. Serafin
Cuevas himself ruled could
not be recalled once meted.
It proved costly for Cuevas
himself.

The justice secretary was
stunned by having his seat
pulled from under him and
was still in shock when
Secretary Zamora announced
Cuevas had resigned on a
Friday afternoon. His re-
placement was immediately
sworn in.

Jerry Barican who has
turned apologist from presi-
dential spokesman could offer
only the lame excuse, ‘‘No
developmcnl. It's status
quo.'

“*We are working as
casuals,’’ Zamora explained

L =

PRES. ERAP:
headaches.

why he was resigning. ‘‘If
this is important and dam-
aging enough to the presi-
dency, | don't see any rea-
son why we should stick
around.'® Zamora was won-
dering why he was kept in
the dark about the inclusion
of Manero's list among the
500 who were recommended
for pardon.

Presidential staff officer
Rodelia Torregoza in charge
of executive clemency papers
since 1980 was suspended
while her superior went on
leave while investigation of
Manero's pardon is being
conducted. But why was
Cuevas fired while Zamora
was told by the President
“‘just keep on working?"’

*'l am not as close as
Zamora is to the President
and there may be other
considerations that may dic-
tate his retention,'' was
Cuevas' assumption. He was
firm in saying it is difficult
when what the law requires
goes against the President’s
wishes, because that would
be a subversion of justice.

The Manero release from
prison was part of a "'grand
design’’ to oust Cuevas frpm
the justice department while
the extradition case against
Mark Jimenez, a presiden-
tial friend, is on appeal at
the Supreme Court, a jus-
tice official opined. Cuevas
refused to take phone calls
of Jimenez's lawyer.

If the popularity rating of
President Estrada which
zoomed ‘down from 65 per-
cent in June to five in De-
cember serves as a gauge,
is this how low popular

sentiment and esteem has
sunk for the President?

v BUILDUP TO CUEVAS
OUSTER

Justice Secretary Serafin
Cuevas had it coming to him.
He had tested President
Joseph Estrada’s patienced
once too often.

Cuevas persisted in nail-
ing down businessman and
Philippine Air Lines chair-
man Lucio Tan on a P25,57-
billion tax evasion case. He
pressed for the extradition of
fugitive Mark Jimenez, whom
Washington sought, so he
could face various charges
from tax evasion Lo contrib-
uting to President Bill
Clinton's campaign Kitty.

Both Tan and Jimenez are
friends of President Estrada.

Justice department pros-
ecutors succeeded in having
Hubert Webb convicted for
the Vizconde massacre of the
mother and two daughters
which reportedly enraged
Estrada because Hubert is the
son of his party-mate, former
Sen. Freddie Webb.

The straw that broke the
camel’s back was President
Estrada's admittal it was a
mistake granting conditional
pardon to Norberto Manero
Jr. who killed Italian priest
Tullio Favalli in Davao and,
after desccrating the body,
feasted on the priest's brains.

The President did not
scrutinize the names of 500
prisoners recommended [or
release by the Board of
Pardons and Parole.
Malacanan held Cuevas as
justice secretary responsible
for failure to inform the
President about Manero's

pardon.

The President granted the
conditional pardon to the
priest-killer but Cuevas got
fired for it

At 3 p.m. Friday after-
noon, a television reporter
asked Cuevas if he had been
ousted as justice secretary.
Cuevas denied it then and
again 30 minutes later. But
at 3:40 p m. Cuevas was
shocked by Executive Sec.
Ronaldo Zamora's announce-
ment that President Estrada
had accepted Cuevas' resig-
nation.

Cuevas had yet to recover
from his shock at 4 p.m,
when a Malacafian official
informed Court of Appeals
Justice Artemio Tuquero he
had been appointed to the
justice secrelary’s post,
Tuquero had been a chief
stale prosecutor, justice de-
partment undersecretary and
Court of Appeals associate
justice since 1996.

Like Cuevas, Tuquero was
an affiliate of the Iglesia ni
Cristo. Before Cuevas' ap-
pointment as justice secre-
tary, he was a Supreme Court
justice.

Cuevas pointed out the
President was sacking him
on unreasonable ground. He
is not a member of the six-
man board that freed Manero.
The board is under the jus-
tice department but its mem-
bers draft the list of convicts
who are recommended for
pardon which Cuevas did nol
sign. Justice Undersecretary
Ramon Liwag, the board's
acting chairman, signed it.

The Catholic Church
questioned where Manero got

OUT: Justice Secretary Cuevas

the resources to live it up in
a five-star hotel and be driven
around in a Mercedes Benz
sedan. '"Was he set free to
conduct special operations or
anti-insurrection activities in
Mindanao?'" queried Monsi-
gnor Hernando Coronel,
spokesman of the Catholic
Bishops' Conference of the
Philippines. ‘‘The Church
hopes not."'

L] L L
MAKATI VILLAGERS
SET EXODUS OVER

REZONING

Residents of exclusive
villages at Fort Bonifacio--
the Fort William McKinley
of the 1930s -- oppose the
invasion of privacy by com-
mercialism by opening up
their main McKinley Road
to noisy vehicular traffic as
the Makati City rezoning
ordinance proposes.

To the Fort residents, such
intrusion into their private
retreat would be a nightmare.
After all, it was Forbes Park
where the Ayala Avenue
businessmen and foreign
diplomats chose to reside that
sparked the postwar rise of
housing villages Dasmarifas,
adjacent to Forbes Park,
Urdaneta, Bel-Air, and San
Lorenzo that showcase an
ideal quiet residence.

The quietude tends to be
shattered by the proposal to
rezone Forbes' main
McKinley Road into a C-1
category of commercial es-
tablishments and high-rise
buildings, hotels, malls and
business establishments. The
home owners are up against
the Makati officials them-

selves.

Forbes Park Association
head Fred Borromeo asked
the city council for a copy
of the technical study on
rezoning to determine if there
is such a need since the
proposed ordinance provides
for the expansion of the
Central Business District on
Buendia and Pasong Tamo.

Is there a need to reclas-
sify McKinley Road in Forbes
Park into a commercial area
or is this merely a move of
Metro Manila Development
Authority Chairman Jejomar
Binay, once a Makati mayor,
to get back at the residents
who had rejected his move
to open up Dasmarifas Vil-
lage and Forbes Park to
vehicular traffic?

Makati Mayor Elenita
Binay is identified as a mere
surrogate of her husband
Jejomar whom Fort Bonifacio
residents refer o as
“‘Rambotito.’'’ As former
mayor, Jejomar Binay had no
love lost for Makati business-
men and made life harder for
the Ayala Avenue corpora-
tions.

When Binay assumed the
MMDA chair last year, he
attempted to open the roads
of Forbes and Dasmarifas o
traffic and to converl por-
tion of McKinley Road into
a commercial zone.

WHY
COMMERCIALIZE?
Barangay Forbes Chair-

man Jose Concepeion pointed
to the Metro Manila zoning
ordinance requiring a refer-
endum among residents be-
fore an area is reclassified.
*'Rezoning is supposed (o

(Next page, please)
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improve and sustain the
quality of life, but in our
case, converting a residen-
tial area into a commercial
zone is something that should
be discussed firse,"’
Concepcion said.

If the city council carries
out the rezoning ordinance,
Concepcion likened the fu-
ture Makati to downtown
Quiapo and Ongpin where
high-rise buildings sprout
along narrow streets con-
gested by traffic. The pro-
posed commercialization of
McKinley Road will merely
add up to Makati's nagging
traffic problem, he pointed
out.

The claim of the rezon-
ing ordinance author that
already a gasoline station,
coffee shops and stores have
sprouted in the area was
refuted by Concepcion:
*‘What we have here are only
basic services which are a
necessity and the rental of
houses are not deemed com-
mercial,

Councilor Oscar Ibay cited
Forbes Park residents were
leasing houses to ambassa-
dors and foreigners, which

2000
7
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Binay used as a cue to ac-
cuse homeowners of not
paying taxes, saying only ten
percent of Forbes Park vil-
lagers actually reside there:
‘*Ninety percent are ambas-
sadors, diplomats and expa-
triates who pay not in pesos
but in dollars."’

‘*Makati does not need
another commercial district,"’
Concepcion said, ‘‘because
it already has the Central
Business District that includes
Ayala Center which pener-
ates revenues for the city
government. "’

The Forbes Park barangay
development council passed
an ordinance banning modi-:
fication in the village land-
scape which opposes the
January 19 rezoning plan to
avoid exploitation of the
surroundings and retain the
privacy of the village.

TURF WAR OF
TOWNS

Makati City and Taguig
town of Rizal are now en-
gaged in ownership conten-
tion over Fort Bonifacio real
estate. Taguig cities a 1996y
ruling of the Court of Ap-
peals declaring entire Fort

WerForum

/EDI1:///O/R//!/AL R

Bonifacio part of Taguig.

Taguig Mayor Ricardo
Papa Ir. charged
landgrabbing by Makati of-
ficials who annexed property
at Fort Bonifacio where 258
inmates are planned to be
transferred from the old city
jail near the Makati City Hall
to a new building at the
former military stockade in
the portion over which Taguig
claims jurisdiction.

Papa challenged Makati
Mayor Elenita Binay's claim
that the Bases Conversion
Development Authority
awarded the Fort Bonifacio
property to Makati when it
was privatized by the Fort
Bonifacio Development Cor-
poration. Taguig secured a
restraining order from the
Pasig regional trial court
stopping the transfer of the
Makati prisoners to the
former military stockade at
the Fort.

Papa said Mayor Binay

could be cited for contempt’

of the 1996 Court of Appeals
declaration that entire Fort
Bonifacio belongs to Taguig.
Papa said the old map of Fort
McKinley did not include

Mortgagee/s,
- Versus -
CORAZON V. PAZ,
Mortgagor/s.
X

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NAT'L HOME MORTGAGE CORPORATION,

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
CALOOCAN CITY, METRO MANILA

Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real
Estate Mortgage under Act 3135, as
Amended

C - 1163

X

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by act 4118 filed by NA-
TIONAL HOME MORTGAGE CORPORATION (NHMFC), mortgagee/s, with principal office and
postal address al 104 Amorsolo Sireel, Legaspi Village,
mortgagor/s, with residence and postal address al 7242 Marcelo

Makaltl City against CORAZON V. PAZ,

Avenue, Marcelo Village, City

of Parafiaque, to salisfy the morigage indebledness which as of October 6, 1999 amounts to
FOUR HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (P400,000.00), Philippine Currency, including/excluding
interests, penalties, allorney's fees, plus sherilf’s lees and all other necessary expenses of foreclosure
and sale, the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of Caloocan City thru the undersigned Sheriff
hereby gives nolice lo all interested parties and to the public in general that on March 16, 2000
al ten o'clock In the moring (10:00 a.m.) or soon thereafter infront of the main enirance of
Caloocan City Hall Annex, Aurelio Bldg., 9th Ave., comer Rizal Ave. Ext., Grace Park, Caloocan
City, she or her duly authorized Sheriff will sell at public auction to the highest bidder for cash
and In Philippine Currency, the real estate property/ies logether with all the improvements existing
thereon, lo wit:
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 273007

A parcel of land (Lot 18, Blk. 17 ol the cons. subd. plan, Pcs-007-501-004663-D, being a
portion of the cons. of Lots 1-2X, Sub-Blk. 10-A; Lots 1-28, Sub-BIk. 11-A; Lots 1-30, SubBlk.
11-B: Lots 1-24, Sub-Blk. 12-A; Lols 1-24, Sub-Blk. 12-B; Lots 1-27, Sub-Blk. 13-A; Lots 1-3,
SubBlk. 13-B; Lots 1-14, Blk. 14; Lots 1-10, Blk. 15; Lots 1-40, Blk. 16; Lots 1-4, Blk. 17; Lots
1-9. 11 & 12, 13-37, all of BIk. 18; and Lots 2-18, Blk. 19; and Rd., Lols 43, 44, 45, 46, 47,
48, 40, 50, 51, 562 & 53, all Psd-001436, and Rd., Lols 47 & 48, Pcs-13-00142, LRC, Rec. No.
6563), siluated In Dist. of Novaliches, Cily of Caloocan, Mewo Manila, Island of Luzon. Boundad
on the SW., along line 1-2 by Lot 37; along line 2-3 by Lot 38; on the NW., along line 3-4 by
Lot 19;: on the SE., & NE., along line 4-6 by alley 10; and on the SE., along line 6-1 by Lot
17, all of the cons. subd. plans. x x x x. Conlaining an area of SEVENTY TWO (72) SQ. METERS,
more or less, X000

Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined 1o investigate for themselves the title to
the sald property/ies and encumbrances thereon, if any there ba.
Caloocan City, Metro Manila, February 15, 2000.

PAZ G. PALANCA
(Sgd.) RENEBERT B. BALOLOY Ex-Officio Sheriff

SHERIFF INCHARGE
Copy fumished: ALL PARTIES CONCERNED

WE FORUM
Feb. 21, 27 & March 6, 2000

Makati and to transfer part
of the municipality to the Fort
requires an act of Congress,
not presidential proclamation.

Even after the court has
swatted down Binay's pro-
posal for encroachment of a
commercial district on
McKinley Road, he persists
in creating a snafu.

Two major issues with
regard to Fort Bonifacio
remain to be resolved: that
the property belongs to
Taguig as its mayor claims,
not to Makati, and whether
Makati has the right to dump
its prisoners on a portion of
Fort Bonifacio property.

L ] L ] L ]
ESTRADA SEEKS
DEBT RELIEF

Relief for the Philippines’
$46 billion foreign debt was
sought by President Joseph
Estrada aside from financial
aid at the Bangkok meeting
of the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Devel-
opment at the Queen Sirikit
National Convention Center
in Thailand.

Debt relief can be pro-
vided by reduction, restruc-
turing the loan repayment
period or by outright con-
donation. Without more over-
seas development assistance,
developing countries would
not be able to cope with their
scanty resources.

However, overseas devel-
opment aid from donor coun-
tries at $238 billion in 1996
has plummeted down to $66
billion. Eighty percent of
capital flow from the private
sector is limited to 12 coun-
tries. The poorest countries
get less than one percent of
foreign investment. The most
severely indebted 50 devel-
oping countries receive no
capital at all.

Reactions from heads of
state contrasted from Malay-
sia Prime Minister Mohamad
Mabhathir’s radical stance to
the conservative attitude of
Singapore Prime Minister Go
Chok Tong. Other speakers
were Indonesia's President
Abdurrahman Wahid and
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
of Japan who planned to
speak in behalf of the Asean
at the meeting of industrial-
ized States (G-8) in Tokyo
in July. Obuchi supports an
increase of overseas devel-
opment assistance commit-
ments and the Makong Delta
River Project.

Obuchi said Cambodia's
proposal to form a commit-
tee on the delta project is
now under study by Asean
Secretary General Rodolfo
Severino.

President Estrada called
for the cornerstones of glo-
bal development partnership
among rich and poor coun-
tries which are continued
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development cooperation,
updating of global economic
structures and unequivocal
orientation towards the fu-

©Lure,

Although he noted how
overseas financial aid remains
a powerful tool for develop-
ment, he decried how this
assistance had fallen by 14
percent between 1993 to 1995
to a mere 0.25 percent of
the gross national product of
main donor countries in 1996.
The ODA in past years that
comprised the bulk of finan-
cial donations to developing
countries have since then
been replaced by private
investmenis.

Thus the drop from $238
billion assistance in 1996 to
$66 billion.

The President described as
highly productive his Satur-
day talk with Japan's Obuchi
who got a good idea of what
the Asean leaders would like
to raise at the Tokyo meet-
ing in July,

L L] L ]

ROAD USERS’ TAX

GETS HOUSE VOTE

The House minority failed
to derail the road users' tax
which they hit as *‘inequi-
table, unfair and burden-
some'' because it could trig-
ger fare increases and car
owners have to pay 400
percent tax to register their
vehicles,

The Lakas urged the
administration to push the
revenue collection bureaus to
implement existing tax laws
instead and intensify tax
collection.

One Lakas congressman
questions the conversion of
the motor vehicle registra-
tion into a tax which he says
is unconstitutional. Because

MANERO: Oh, the trouble he has caused.

the House Lakas is outnum-
bered by the majority Laban,
the minority is now hoping
the senators will reject the
road users' tax.

But even Lakas Sen. Juan
Flavier is in favor of the road
users' tax because part of the
revenue from it will be used
to fund the Clean Air Act
which he authored.

L] L] L]

AFP CHIEF’S
STATEMENT PANICS
RP OFFICIALS

Estrada administration
officials should get their act
together before make a gov-
ernment policy statement
which is contrary to the
accepted policy.

Timor leaders Jose
*‘Xanana Gusmao and Jose
Ramos-Horta were told in a
meeting by Armed Forces
Chief Angelo.Reyes that the
Philippines favors a rotation
of the commander of the
United Nation Transitional
Administration currently
headed by Filipino Ggn.
Jaime de los Santos among
the Asean members who sent
troops to East Timor to police
peace and order.

This panicked foreign
affairs department officials
who asked Reyes if he in-
deed made such a statement.
Reyes admitted it. The offi-
cials said this could make
Malaysia ‘‘deliriously happy"’
because it was General Sanlos
whom UN Secretary General
Kofi Anan selected in his
New York screening of the
UN commander. He inter-
viewed three Filipino officer
candidates.

A foreign affairs official
commented that perhaps
General Reyes was simply
voicing his personal opinion.
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RP MUSIC INDUSTRY:
NOT JUST ENTERTAINMENT

HE Philippine music industry

enters the new millennium

with opportunities for growth
after many years of struggle for rec-
ognition and local patronage. But the
critical questions are: how do we spot
those opportunities, and what do we
do to turn them into growth for the
industry in general and the Filipino
talent in particular?

Undoubtedly, music plays an impor-
tant role in our culture. The prolifera-
tion of karaokes and videokes are an
indication of how much music pervades
our life. Notice that almost every jeepney
has a stereo playing in full blast. Talk
to any appliance dealer and you'll dis-
cover that stereos are among their fast-
est selling items.

Filipinos would readily share living
quarters, no matter how cramped, but
not stereos or mini-components. Thus,
in Middle Eastern countries where there
is a huge number of our overseas workers,
foreigners witness the strange sight of
Filipinos sharing a crowded room but
with each one having a mini-component
in a corner or a portable radio pressed
to their ear, listening to their own brand
of music.

Music has also played an important
part in the life of the country even in
times of trouble. In the struggle for
independence, songs were used either

by JAMIE RIVERA

CULTURE

Excerpts from the book ‘2000:
DREAM BEYOND OUR SEEING’
published by the UST High
School Alumni Association

as coded signals to warn clandestine
groups in secret meetings of approach-
ing enemies, or as inspiration for
Katipuneros, in the field of battle. In
recent years, music played a critical role
in galvanizing public protest and unit-
ing the people against tyranny. Who of
that period could forget the stirring lyrics
and melody of “Bayan Ko?” And now
as a new century begins, music is being
used in the service of environmental
crusades.
BUSINESS

Music as culture, indeed, has deep
roots in the Filipino experience. But
music as business is something else. In
the Philippines, music as business is an
early 20th century development that arose
with the introduction of radio and the
phonograph. And music as Big Busi-
ness has an even more recent origin,
arriving at the scene in the mid-1960s

OPM: Going places.

with the emergence of a bigger market
that had made the production of records
more viable, and with radio as music
carrier lording it over the airwaves.
From the very beginning leading up
to the mid-1970s, commercial music was
dominated by foreign labels. Although
recording companies in the country did
not forget to develop their own local
talents, their bread-and-butter was the
marketing of music by foreign artists.
The prevailing conditions in radio at the
time aggravated the situation for local
recording artists. Radio music programs
with their disc jockeys speaking in their
American twang gave more airplay to
foreign artists. It was a rare feat for a
Filipino talent to break into the top rating
radio music programs. Normally, Fili-

pino songs were relegated to the per- '

sonality and commentary programs where
they were used as breakers. Thus, in
terms of radio exposure, our local sing-
ers were eclipsed by the likes of Elvis
Presley, Frank Sinatra, the Platters in
the 1950s; the Beatles, Dave Clark 5,
Matt Monroe, Paul Anka, Cliff Rich-
ard, Neil Sedaka in the 1960s; Tom Jones,
Englebert Humperdinck, Santana, Dionne
Warwick and the Carpenters in the 1970s.
Our passion for music and deeply-in-
grained colonial mentality conspired to
give the foreign recording artists their
chartbusting lead in record sales.
NORA, ET. AL.

It was not until our very own Nora
Aupor came into the picture that the
tide started to reverse somewhat in favor
of the Filipino artist. The Nora Aunor
phenomenon in the early 1970s paved
the way for other Filipino singers like
Eddie Peregrina, Victor Wood, Didith
Reyes, Eva Eugenio, and Imelda Papin
who developed their own clout and
drawing power in the recording indus-
try. For a time, a dichotomy in com-
mercial music prevailed: on the one hand,
the so-called “bakya,” represented by
the tinny sound of the locals getting ample
exposure in AM radio showbiz person-
ality programs; and, on the other hand,
the foreign artists who dominated the
FM band.

The nationalist wave of the late 1960s
would finally make its belated dent on
the latter part of the seventies, when
the recording industry experienced a
cross-over in patronage as the music scene
saw the emergence of the Manila Sound

THE AUTHOR

JAMIE RIVERA (class 1082) is a respected and
popular singer-actress-composer who has achieved
international status for her role of Kim in Cameron
Mackintosh's award-winning “Ms. Saigon.”

For her accomplishments, Jamie has received
numerous awards, including the “Most Outstand-
ing Alumni in Arts and Culture” of both High School
and College (B.S. in Commerce) of UST.

Her latest album (‘Feels so Right', ABS-CBN
Star Records) turned gold last year like her many
other recordings.

Rivera's wholesomeness and dignified bearing
stand out in the local entertainment field known for
its unpleasant environs, to say the least

Her Thomasian spirit transcends her talents as
she has committed herself to redirecting awareness
of people to the basic unity of man to himself, his
fellows and his environment

by the Hotdogs and VST, and the catchy
tunes of the APO Hiking Society that
later gave birth to what was generically
labeled Original Pilipino Music or OPM.
OPM

It also helped that the Kapisanan ng
mga Brodkasters sa Pilipinas (KBP) was
organized, because through it, local re-
(Next page, please)
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cording artists lobbied for more radio
airplay, thus resulting in a ruling that
made it mandatory for music stations to
play at least four OPMs every hour.
Likewise, local sounds became more
competitive in terms of quality as a result
of upgraded recording facilities and the
widespread use of the synthesizer. And
with the rise of world-class music tal-
ents like Gary Valenciano and Martin
Nievera, the dichotomy in commercial
music disappeared. Music stations be-
gan playing songs not on the basis of
their origin or iineage but on the basis
of merit and popular appeal. To be sure,
this development took place as a response
to a changing market shaped by the give-
and-take process of the de-colonialized
local audience giving Filipino talents the
chance to prove themselves, the Fili-
pino talents respecting the audience by
giving them the best, and the audience
acknowledging the respect by their col-
lective patronage.

And so, a look at the history of music
in the Philippines would show that music
has enjoyed a favored place in the hearts
of the people, regardless of where the
music came from, because the public
lapped up any sound that was congenial
to its ear. Love of music was not a
problem. Love for the Filipino music
maker was. The bruising part of history
was the one that had our local talents
putting up with the snobbery of the middle
class, bearing the embarrassment of being
booed out of a front act for an imported
musical concert, or begging for airplay
in the radio stations in their own coun-
try.

These days, the prevalence of local
show bands coming out with a string of
hit songs that are now ruling the charts
has somewhat eased out the solo artists
from the spotlight, but it’s still a good
indication as far as the industry is con-
cerned, far better than the situation in
the 1960s when local combos (that's what
they were called then) like RJ and the
Riots and the Electronianiacs played sec-
ond fiddle to the imported sounds of
The Ventures and The Eagles.

Today, the Filipino talent has come
a long way since those dark years. Ad-
mittedly, foreign music still enjoys tre-
mendous exposure in the airwaves, but
Original Pilipino Music is not far be-
hind. My guess is that if the local
recording industry would only increase
its production of potential hits, Origi-
nal Pilipino Music could even edge out
foreign music in some stations. These
days, it’s routine to hear a Regine
Velasquez coming right after a Natalie
Imbruglia in a station’s play list. And
it's no longer a surprise to hear an OPM
topping the local charts, beating even
the best of Mariah Carey or Celine Dion.
In my own personal experience, I have
seen my very own record album turn
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INTERNATIONAL PRIDE: Jamie reprises Lea Salonga’s role of ‘Kim’ in ‘Ms, Saignﬁ‘.

with then Pres. Cory.

into gold in just a matter of weeks.
v PRIDE

The public’s feeling of pride in local
music has also been bolstered by the Fili-
pino artists’ achievements abroad. No
doubt, the resounding success of Ms.
Saigon, led by the sterling performance
of Lea Salonga and further reinforced by
the performance of the other Filipinos in
the cast of which I played a challenging
part, contributed immensely to the
Filipino's self-esteem. Added to that are
the accomplishments of the Filipino re-
cording artists in MTV. Quite a number
of our local artists have won best music
video awards.

In the concert scene, the Filipino talent
is able to hold his own, at times outshin-
ing foreign productions in terms of qual-
ity, concept and execution. Big names in
the local recording industry have proved
their drawing power by attracting big
crowds in humongous venues. Filipino
recording artists are now reaching out to
the wornd or, shall we say, the worid is
reaching out to the Filipino talent, and
the outcome is a cross-fertilization of talent
and technique in such projects as recorded
duets between local and foreign artists,
or the use of locally composed songs by
international singers.

What is good for the Filipino record-
ing artist can only be good for the economy
in particular and the Filipino people in
general. Increased record sales can only
mean more profit to the recording com-
panies, more investors willing to put their
money in the recording industry, more
taxes generated for the government, more
jobs as the recording companies open more
sales outlets all over the country. And if
we make the Filipino talent m ore pro-
ductive, if she can have the unwavering
patronage of the public, we could per-
haps stanch the flow of precious dollars
that go to the royalty fees of foreign labels.

Likewise, it would inspire more lalented
Filipinos to enter the field.
TAXES

Yes, we have come a long way but
much has still to be done. The hard times
have made it difficult for local artists
these days to mount successful concerts.
The amusement tax weighs heavily on earh
production — around 0 percent — which
makes it all but impossible for producers
to lower ticket prices to make them
affordable to ordinary wage earners.

It is a sad fact that Filipino recording
artists don't make money from record sales.
The royalty one gets from it is a pit-
tance. Record sales and airplay merely
serve as advertisements for the talent,
making her popular enough to do guest
appearances and produce concerts which
is where she makes money.

In a manner of speaking, live perfor-
mances share the same plight as the movies:
both are heavily taxed. But the movie
industry is better off in that their demand
to lower if not totally scrap the wnuse-
ment tax is drawing media and congres-
sional attention, whereas our efforts to
demand the same remain unnoticed.

There is a need to look at the music
industry not just as an entertainment in-
dustry, not merely as a frivolous sector
of society, but as an economic sector that
can be harnessed for national progress.
Heavy taxes on music productions can
only have a deleterious effect on produc-
ers and artists. Instead of encouraging
them to produce more, exorbitant taxes
tend to dampen their spirits and make
them do less. The onerous condition only
fosters a climate of mediocrity because
producers tend to scrimp on production
values to save on cost that is bloated by
the tax requirements.

What we need is a long term plan that
involves government support for the music
industry, a plan that would develop our

L A

singers and musicians to become world-
class performers competing in the global
stage; a plan that would uphold the de-
velopment of a rich creative for music.
From that climate may emerge the cre-
ator of a distinct Filipino sound that would
catapult the Filipino musician and singer
to international frame, the way bossa nova
has done for the musicians of Brazil. The
plan must also include government sup-
port in the marketing of Filipino music
abroad similar to what the Norwegian
government did for their very own hit
band Fra Lippo Lippi. And, of course,
if we have such a plan, the next impor-
tant thing to do is to implement it with
single-minded determination.

Imagine the world as our market. Imag-
ine th. pooples of difiTia wauillics buying
the records of our local artists. Imagine
what an impact that would make on our
econorny, not to mention the international
goodwill it would generate as the world
applauds our talents. This isn't a pipe
dream. This is a possibility that we can
collectively exploit. The Filipino talent
is tops. We were able to prove that in
London with Ms. Saigon. We are prov-
ing it again and again in different parts
of the globe. But these are individual
achievements, like a stroke of luck in the
lottery. Without a vision and a concerted

‘effort by both government and private

sector to harness the rich local music in-
dustry, our achievements will remain
sporadic successes that would add up to
nothing substantial in the lang mn.

The way I see it, the Philippine music
industry will continue to produce more
fantastic talents in the coming years. The
steady growth of the population would
engender a burgeoning market for records
that would push the music industry to
produce more. Likewise, more Filipino
talents will be discovered internationally.
But all those achievements would amount
to nothing but fleeting victories. Unless
we discard the notion that music is just
entertainment, that it is only there for
our diversion, we won't be able to see
it for what it's really worth, and would
continue to deprive the Filipino artist of
the opportunity of assuming her rightful
placz o thie Zivhal « g oI
fully belongs.

- LA, |
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given that the eslale of the
late CELSO R. GLORIOSO has been
exirajudiclally settled among his helrs In a docu-
men! entitled “Extrajudiclal Selllement Among
Helrs" under Doc. No. 46; Page No. 11; Book
No. 1; Serles of 1999 of Nolary Public Atty. Celso
A. Tabobo, Jr.

WE FORUM
Feb. 21, 28 & March 6, 2000

LEGAL NOTICC

Notice Is hereby given thal the estate of the
late LAPAZ O. MERCADO has been extrajudicially
sellled among her helrs In & documenl entitled
“Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate of the lale LAPAZ
0. MERCADO" undet Doc, No, 333; Page No.
68: Book No. 15; Series of 2000 of Notary Public
Ally, Rex N. Herrera

WE FORUM
Feb. 14, 21 & 28, 2000
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THE ANATOMY OF A RUMOR

by PAULYNN PAREDES-SICAM

N MONDAY evening, the nation’s largest

television network, ABS-CBN, carried a

story on TV Patrol, saying that Cory Aquino
made a call for a yellow ribbon campaign. In
effect, the item implied, she was calling for people

power against President
The newscast had Mrs.
Aquino, clad in a long-
sleeved yellow dress, sweetly
reminding everyone to bear
in mind that everyone’'s par-
ticipation is mneeded lo

Estrada.

strengthen our democracy.
Then, as she has done ev-
ery year for 14 years, she
invited all freedom-loving
Filipinos to come to EDSA
on February 25, to observe

the anniversary of the People
Power revolution.

The same newscast had a
clip of presidential spokes-
man Jerry Barican warning
against anybody using People
whenever anyone disagrees
with government.

Five hours later, in its
late-night news, Pulso, ABS-
CBN again carried the same
story, with the same spin:
Cory calls for people power

against Erap. And this time,
they had a phone survey to
go with it. May dahilan na
ba para tumawag ng people
power (Is there any cause for
calling on people power at
this time)? Close to 10,000
people phoned in, according
to the counter displayed by
the TV station, with over
4,000 saying yes, it is time,
and over 3,000 saying, no.

Not even a denial issued

r— -

't waste it !

A public service message from

RICE MEDIA ADVOCACY NETWORK - PHILIPPINES, INC,

PHILIPPINE HOME ECONOMICS ASSOCIATION
AND THIS NEWSPAPER.

FE

by President Aquino, through
her spokesperson, would
convince ABS-CBN that its
story was hogwash. When
Deedee Siytangco told news
reader Erwin Tulfo on air that
Mrs. Aquino did not call for
people power against Presi-
dent Estrada, he remarked
with sarcasm that she seemed
to have changed her tune.

We have it on good au-
thority that the ARS CBEN
news item upset President
Estrada no end. And we don't
blame him. This is a case of
a story -- a so-called scoop
-- built entirely on air. It can't
be called a kuryente, which
is what_a false story fed Lo
an unwitting reporter is
called. It smells more like a
sel-up by an arrogant and ir-
responsible news organiza-
tion.

Even if ABS-C3N had
missed covering the affair
where the call was suppos-
edly made, all it had to do
was phone President Aquino’s
office and check with her if
she indeed called for an
uprising against Eswrada. Or
it would have asked any of
the 200 or so people who
were present at the luncheon
given by a well-heeled crowd
for two visiting freedom
fighters from East Timor,
Xanana Gusmao and Jose
Ramos Horta, and presided
over by Cory.

Instead, ABS-CBN asked
Jerry Barican, who wasn't
there. and who, as is his na-
ture, reacted without check-
ing the veracity of the in-
formation presented to him.

| was in the ballroom of
the Intercon last Monday
noon, when the Edsa People
Power Commission, which
was created by President
Estrada, the Bishops'-
Businessmen's Conference,
Code-NGO, League of Cor-
porate Foundations, and the
Philippine Commillee on
Humanitarian Assistance Lo
East Timor feted the East
Timorese leaders al a
celebratory luncheon hailing
the hard-fought independence
of the Timorese.

The program, which was
warm and festive, was capped
with the lusty singing of
“‘Bayan Ko'' by the Edsa
faithful. After the program,
while the guests posed for
pictures with the different

sponsors of the affair, an-
nouncements were made
about the plans for this year's
Edsa celebration. _

A statement from Bandila
was read, saying, ‘‘Ganilo
tayo noon: Bandila --
Panahon Na! Ganito tayo
ngayon: Bandila -- Panahon
na naman! (The way we
were: Bandila -- it is time!
The way we are now: Bandila
-- It is time again!). It drew
Tavahtaw feamithe macding
turedcrowd. Yellow ribbons
were then distributed by
members of the Edsa People
Power Commission, with in-
structions to tie them on car
antennae, in preparation for
the upcoming Edsa celebra-
tions,

On her way out of
Intercon, Mrs. Aquino was
ambushed by the media, and
what she said was the ABS-
CBN sound byte enjoining
everyone to come to EDSA
on the 25th.

How ABS-CBN could
have interpreted Cory
Aquino’s upbeat disposition
last Monday at that conge-
nial reunion of old friends
as something sinister is be-
yond me. Perhaps it was a
slow news day. Perhaps it
was the few left clenched fists
held high while singing
“‘Bayan Ko'' that made the
ABS-CBN editors think a
revolution was at hand. Or
may be ABS-CBN was sim-
ply desperate for an arrest-
ing story.

The fact that no other
outfit picked" up on ABS-
CBN's spin is a credit {o the
rest of Philinnina medija
Today did have a small {ront
page item: below the fold that
said an innocuous remark by
Cory Aquino that she was
taking an active role in
ensuring Edsa's meaning is
never lost could drive a new
wedge between her and
Estrada, but that was about
iL,

Whatever it was that
possessed ABS-CBN's editors
to run such a baseless story,
someone's head ought 1o rell
for it. This should not be
allowed (o pass without
comment, or a demand for
an apology and rectification.
The media have been allowed
to get away with murder (oo
many times.

Manufacturing events is
not the same as finding news
to cover. If that seems (ire-
somely obvious to you, tell
it to the people at ABS-CBN.
(Pan Philippine News and
Information Network, Inc.)
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License to kill?

HEY jumped on the thighs of my son and they whacked
him with a piece of wood, a belt, a can of milk, and
a plastic hose and they called it brotherhood.”

This was how mother Gerarda Villa recalled on the ninth
death anniversary of her son, Ateneo student Lenny Villa,
as a result of initiation by the Aquila Legis fraternity which
the Crusade Against Violence commemorated at Loyola
Memorial cemetery in Marikina.

Lenny was given ‘‘special treatment’’ by separating him
from the others and was shown no mercy as he slowly lost
strength and died from chastisement.

Nine years after Lenny Villa’s demise, Cadet Von
Richthofen Varges lies in a coma at V. Luna hospital in
Quezon City after he was repeatedly struck on the head with
a hardbound tome by Cadet Cpl. Zozimo Penaflor. PMA
Superintendent Major Gen. Melchor Rosales declared mili-
tary regulations do not condone maltreatment in hazing which
academy graduates regard as tradition ,and culture.

This evil streak manifested by upper class cadets on plebes
has resulted in deaths in the past which should serve as a
yardstick in weeding out cadets with latent murderous bent
from becoming Armed Forces officers

In Cubao, Quezon City, a fragmentation grenade hurled
at the gate of Technological Institute of the Philippines Feb.
3 killed student Dhian Rey Navarro and injured 43 others
in a fraternity war of Samahang Ilocano to which Navarro
was affiliated and the Batangas Varsitarians.

Arrested were the Barro brothers Reynhiland, whom wit-
nesses identified as the grenade thrower, and Roosevelt, sons
of a lieutenant colonel. They were charged with murder and
frustrated murder on 43 counts.

Third year engineering student Ildefonso Magbuhos, 21,
surrendered in the company of his lawyer at Camp Caringal
in Sikatuna Village where bail was set at P100,000 for his
provisional release after he was charged.

Along Magsaysay Avenue at the University of the Phil-
ippines campus in Diliman, students were strolling to the site
of a concert for Nifio Calinao, who was Kkilled in fraternity
violence four months after a peace covenant was inked by
rival frat leaders in an attempt to deter campus violence.

Four members of Alpha Phi Beta fraternity were at-
tacked by rival Sigma Rho in front of the UP College of
Law. Bruised were Fulgencio Factoran III, 24, Marcial Ongo,
21, and Gil Taway, 21. But the fourth victim, Daniel Reyes,
was declared dead from three stab wounds in thc chest on
arrival at the UP Health Service clinic.

Reyes’ death was taken cognizance by the Senate com-
mittee on public order which has been tapped to investigate
the rumble. The UP police and the QC Central Police Dis-
trict Station are coordinating the hunt for those who figured
in the killing of Reyes and the mauling of the three others
within the UP campus and elsewhere.

Always the boss

FORMER Justice Secretary Serafin Cuevas
had it coming., and the Manero controversy
was just a convenient excuse for Erap to
fire him.

There's no such thing as an independent-
minded Cabinet member. The boss, as the
saying goes, isn't always right but he's always
the boss. If you, his subordinate, can’t agree
with him, you either shut up or get out -
- and disagree to your heart's content.

It was Cuevas' mortal sin to have openly
dissented with Erap's stand vis-a-vis presi-
dential cronies Lucio Tan and Mark Jimer~7,
amone other *™i=2, 45 ne must have no-
ticed now, all the other Cabinet members
just kept their moutns shut, and look: they're
still there, although many of them deserve
a strong kick on their butts.

Why Cuevas sounded so bitter after
learning he had been fired, escapes me.
Certainly he knew from the very start that
his position is entirely in the hands of Erap,
who can kick him out at whim.

Anyhow, Cuevas should have the conso-
lation of a kapatid succeeding him.  ['fom
the many to choose from, Erap picked Justice
Artemio Tuquero, a politically correct move.
Like it o= not, the Iglesia ni Cristo is a
political force to reckon with, It may be
small compared to the Catholic Church, but
the INC votes as one. Ka Ernie should be
happy.

ONE’S WORTH

The recent labor strikc at the M anila
Hot2! Jidn't come as a surprise to .hose
who know its management. For ::veral
years now, rank-and-file employee: have
not rendered five-star services beca se of
management’s refusal to head their egiti-
mate demands.

Take this. A couple of years ¢ 0 an
old American woman almost died ¢ the
hotel’s lobby after she slipped on a ) ddle
of water on the marble floor, Wat« * had
been leaking from the second floor  yes,
at The Manila Hotel! -- and nobody from
the hotel was attending to it. The - was
no warning sign at all!

1 wrote management to complal (the
woman was then my client), and ai « got
was “‘Sorry, it was accidental, and it von’t
happen again’” from the GM and 1 ino-
vitation to a lunch-conference. Fc rea-
sons I can only surmise upon, the . ;aeri-
can decided at the last minute not sue
anymore. Sayang.

We ’Forum
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WANTED: A MAGNA CARTA ON CHILD LABOR

I

[ \NOCENCE LOST: Children’s world.

SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD
Rodie (not his real name)
recalled how he once fell
halfway through a 200-foot
tunnel, There was not much
air down there, he told
CyberDyaryo, and the
strength that his frail body
had saved up for that day
was being sapped by the 50
kilos of ore that he had to
bring up to the ground.

Rodie is one of the chil-
dren who, instead of going
to school or having time to
play, were forced by pov-
erty to pan for gold in the
mining sites of Camarines
Norte. He remembers using
dynamite to dig out gold in
the town of Panganiban.

Meanwhile, his friend, 17-
year-old Armand (not his real
name), complained that he

was exposed lo poisonous -

chemicals, such as cyanide
and mercury, since the age
of six, when he started
working in the mining sites
of Paracale town.

The stories of these boys
reflect the sad lot of the
Philippines’ 3.7 million child
laborers -- children who have
been robbed of the joys of
childhood, deprived of their

by NESTOR

right to an education, and put
under conditions hazardous
to their health.

Considering the number of
child workers recorded by the
National Statistics Office --
the latest available figures are
from 1995 and have surely
increased since then -- is
there any hope for the Phil-
ippines to dramatically re-
duce, if not totally eradicate,
the cases of children having
to earn a living as if they
were adults?

Not until a magna carla
on child labor is enacted by
Congress, said the Global
March Against Child Labor,
a movement sustained by a
network of non-government
organizations.

The Philippine government
is a signatory to the United
Nations Convention on the
Rights of the Child and the
International Labor Organi-
zation Convention 138 (ILO
138), The 1987 Constitution
itself declares the promotion
of children’s rights as a state
policy. There also exists
Republic Act 7658, the
amendatory law to Republic
Act 7610, the Child Exploi-
tation and Discrimination Act,

TATEL, JR.

which prohibits employers
from hiring children below
15 years old. Just last year,
on June 17, the Philippines
was one of the 143 coun-
tries that unanimously
adopted ILO 182, which
obligates any ratifying gov-
ernment to combat and im-
mediately act on the prob-
lem of child labor.

ILO 182 identifies the
worst forms of child labor;
child slavery and servitude;
child prostitution and pornog-
raphy; child trafficking;
forced conscription of chil-
dren in armed conflicts; use
of children for crimes, in-
cluding drug trafficking; and
involving children in hazard-
ous work that harms their
health, safety and morals.

The Philippines, being a
signatory to that Convention,
is therefore expected to *‘take
immediate and effective
measures to secure the pro-
hibition and elimination of the
worst forms of child labor

as a matter of urgency."’

Already, the House of
Representatives has passed its
version of an anti-child la-
bor law. Counterpart bills,
seven of them, have already

VHEN Davao placed
18th best Asian City to live
in among 40 of the
region’s key centers in a
recent /isiaweek’s poll, the
tourism and the investment

secters rejoiced no end.
: Avwurding to Asiaweek,
the #0 sandidates surveyed
“h- ve been measured by
allecating points depend-
ing on their performance
in 2 indicators.”
siaweek further ex-
pla* ved: “Some cities score
« . in material wealth, as
inu cated in... income lev-
¢is hut lose out because
¢ ‘a'» of green space,
v . 'h is also important to
izen's quality of life,”
i oncluded.

.nd when the city won
tI top prize as the
“.. unest and greenest”
» uong urbanized cities in
th - country, the floricul-
tu: . sector has its share
of cjoicing for they too
hay :;, consciously or un-
con ciously, contributed to
ma) ing Davao green.

DAVAO CITY’S

Both “contests” are
complementary. A livable
city must be a clean and
green city. The best city to
live in aside from other
factors, should be the
cleanest and the greenest.

But these achievements
are not permanent fixtures.
They are eye-openers. Un-
like trophies and citations
that are material symbols.

That people make the
difference. Working to-
gether and in synergy, the
Dabawenyos can achieve a
more consistent positioning
through the years. Even
getting to the top is a great
possibility.

Because situations are
dynamic and changing.

Like the conferment on
Davao as the cleanest and
greenest of urbanized cit-
ies in the country. Such an
honor and privilege carries
with it a responsibility that
no single Dabawenyo can
do alome. Not even our
mayor,

Such responsibility must

GREEN,

by E.O. FUENTES

be shared by all sectors of
Davao society. Coopera-
tively. Complementarily. In
unity.

The implication of such
a prize is that everyone
should be vigilant and
aware that to be clean is a
habit made manifest in
which we see and feel of
our environment. It is not
only the proper disposal of
garbage since this is part
of daily living.

Making a city clean
starts with every sector—
in the villages, in the com-
munities, in the industries
and factories, the stores, the
banks and malls and gov-
ernment offices and their
surroundings.

Which brings us to the
second word: “Greenest”.

Green is a symbol of life.
A green city is a living city.
It is full of health and vigor.

A green city is literally
a metropolis dotted Wwith
pature’s green cathedrals,

Not only that. The city
must smell—what Manuel

CLEAN

Arguilla describes as “the
fragrance of the morning
when papayas are in
bloom”.

So Davao as the green-
est city is a manifestation
of freshness of its air that
we breath; of fragrance
from its flowers.

Yes, greenness is Davao’s
natural characteristics. And
with its growth, color, and
life which emanate from its
orchids and flowers.

To my mind; it is the
convergence of unity and
cooperation among the
stakeholders in the floricul-
ture industry; the small
growers and the backyard
hobbyists that could give
perpetual greenness and
colorful blooms to Davao
City.

The Floriculture Indus-
try of Davao, Inc. (FIDI),
the Mindanao Federation of
Cutflower and Ornamental
Growers (MINFED), the
Orchid Society of Davao
(OSD) and the Rural Im-
provement Club (RIC)

IMAGE

working together, can
make Davao City not only
the greenest but also a city
in perpetual bloom.

This brings us to the
city's tagline: “Davao—a
City of Bloom”.

A Dabawenyo
balikbayan who was a re-
cent visitor after an ab-
sence of more than two
decades with only a fly-
ing visit in between told
this writer after a week'’s
stay that Davao with its
human resource and ex-
pertise in the floriculture
industry and with the sup-
port of the governmenmt
and the private sector can
make the city in perpetual
bloom from the airport to
downtown areas.

The Davao can truly
claim as cleanest and
greenest city in bloom
through the years.

And this, 1 think is
Mayor Benjamin de
Guzman’'s dream city: A
Davao of the gods. (PNA
Feature)

L}

been filed in the Senate, but
are yet to be acted upon by
the chamber. Senate Bill Nos.
211, 1536, 1472, 493, 734,
1530, and 1283 -- authored
by Senators John Osmeiia,
Teresa-Aquino Oreta, Loren
Legarda-Leviste, Blas Ople,
and the late Marcelo Fernan
-- provide for stiffer penal-
ties for the exploitation of
children and for programs for
victims of child labor, such
as education for the children
and livelihoods for the par-
ents.

Roland Pacis, project direc-
tor of Global March-Philip-
pines, told Cyber Dyaryo that
the seven bills pending at the
Senate, if consolidated, might
finally give way to the cre-
ation of a magna carta on child
labor,

The magna carta, he ex-
plained, will call for the cre-
ation of a Child Labor Com-
mittee, which will be composed
of " representatives from gov-
ernment agencies, NGOs, and
trade unions. It will enforce
laws, administer endowment
funds, monitor the implemen-
tation of related laws, and
accredit NGOs and care insti-
tutions dealing with child la-
borers.

The magna carta also calls
for the establishment of a com-
plete, adequate, and integrated
system of education for work-
ing children, especially infor-
mal and indigenous learning
systems, independent out-of-
school study programs, and
vocational courses.

But Alcestis Abrera
Mangahas, ILO national pro-
gram coordinator for the Phil-
ippines, made the reminder that
[LO 182's blueprint requires
not just the government and
civil society but the children's
families as well to address the
problem.

*“The NGOs and the gov-
ernment should plan their
programs according to the
framework of ILO 182, but
there should also be actual
action on the ground level
where parents and relatives are
involved,”" Mangahas said.

She added: ‘‘These parents
who don’t scem to have an idea
about the hardships their chil-
dren go through, they should
be made to understand that
they're not supposed to put thc
children in such situations.’

So far, the Global March
movement observes, nol &
single case of child labor has
prospered under Philippine
law. All the NGOs and the
government have managed to
do -- through the Department
of Social Welfare and Devel-
opment, is 1o rescue the vic-
tims of child labor and try to
give them a fresh startdn life.
(Pan Philippine News and
Information Network, Inc.)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports
champions.

wm ’ ,

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps hring out the best among our athletes
and tum them into international champions.

Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

¥ flﬁoo

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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NEW PLAYERS IN DEREGULATED OIL

INDUSTRY HELP MODERATE FUEL PRICES?

THE Estrada administra-
tion has cited the growing
market share of new play-

ers under a deregulated
downstream oil industry
which, it said, has inten-

sified competition and
helped temper fuel price
increase,

g i'.r‘\\l
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POWER PLAY: Competition tighter in oil industry.

Secretary Mario Tiaoqui
of the Department of En-
ergy (DOE) also noted that
as a result of deregulation,
the government was able to
attract both local and for-
eign players in the oil
industry to make long-term
investments in the country
and provide new jobs to
Filipinos.

He said that in various
parts of the country, new
investors in the oil indus-
try have been steadily
gaining over the three ma-
jor oil companies — Shell,
Caltex and Petron — in
market share as a result of

.a deregulated industry.

Tiaoqui pointed out, for
instance, that Pryce Gas has
gained a 20 percent mar-
ket share in Mindanao,
where its main:plant is lo-
cated, and 18 percent in
the Visayas, where it has
set up two import termi-
nals.

Liquigaz of the Nether-
lands, which has an import
terminal in Bataan, now has
a market share of 14.5
percent in North Luzon,
even higher than Shell's 10
percent. He likewise noted
that Nation Petroleum
Corporation’s 18 percent
market share in South
Luzon is even bigger than
the 16 percent of Caltex.

A total of 53 new play-
ers have invested in the
Philippines following the
effectivity of the Down-
stream Oil Industry Deregu-
lation Law in 1998, a de-
velopment .that has helped
moderate fuel price increase
and infuse fresh capital into
the economy amounting to
more than P10 billion so
far since November last
year.

Tiaoqui said these new
players also include Total
from France, Petroleum
Authority from Thailand,

Coastal Petroleum from the
United States, Petronas
from Malaysia, Chernoil
Asia, Asian Dragon Refin-
ery Corp., Mobil, and
Asnitra Nusadian Pt., Fly-
ing V, Unioil, and Eastern
Petroleum.

New players now account
for 18 percent of the Lig-
uefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
market and ten new com-
panies are already operat-
ing 112 gasoline stations as
of November.

“Each of these oil com-
panies are free to source
the requirements from any-
where in the world and from
anyone who can offer them
the lowest acquisition cost,”
Tiaoqui said. .

He said increased com-
petitions in the industry
have helped moderate do-
mestic prices of petroleum
products, which remain the
lowest among non-oil pro-

(Page 11, please)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
BRANCH 214
MANDALUYONG CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE SETTLEMENT OF
THE ESTATE OF HERMINIA GODUCO
ISSUANCE OF LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION
WITH PRAYER FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF
PETITIONER AS SPECIAL ADMINISTRATOR.
SP. PROC. NO. MC-99-957

MANOLO V. GODUCO,

Petitioner.

X X

ORDER

Before this court is a verilied petition for the settiement of the estate of the deceased Herminia
M. Goduco filed by patitioner Manalo V. Goduco, through counsel, praying that: a) after due hearing,
letters of administration be Issued to herein petitioner, withoul bond, for him to administer and
manage the estale of the deceased; b) pending the issuance of the said letters of administration,
to immediately appoint herein petilioner as Special Administrator thereof and c) the estale of
deceased Herminia M. Gaduco ba accordingly settled, partitioned and divided among tha legal heirs
on such sharing provided under the law.

The petition alleges inter alia, that: petitioner is of legal age, marrled, with legal residence al
Gapan Nueva Ecija and with postal address al 3A Sto. Tomas St., Brgy. Don Manuel, Quezon
City, he is one of the surviving legal helrs by intestale succession of Herminia M. Goduco who
died on July 1, 1974 in Mandaluyong City, deceased Herminia Goduco died single, without any
children and withoul having executad any last will and lestament; al the time of her death, Herminia
Goduco left, among other properties, iwo (2) parcels of land which torm part of the estate both
located at Bo. Sta. Cruz, Antipolo City containing an area of 4,977 (each lot) covered by Transfer
Certificates of Title Nos. 484902 and 484903 wilh an aggregale value of P1,198,000.00, deceased
Herminla Goduco, left no debl or obligalion to any person, at the time of her death on July 1,
1974, the deceased was survived by her legal heirs lo wil: a) her sisters Esperanza, Gertrudes,
Cesaerea and Tomasa, all surnamed Goduco b) her nephew Manolo V. Goduco-only child of her
full blood brother Emilio, ¢) her nephew Ricardo G. Bernardo-only child of her full blood sister
Herminia and d) Romeo, Orlando, Lilia and Carmelita, all surnamed Goduco, children of her hall
blood brother Enrique Goduco; at present, the surviving legal heirs of the deceased are as (ollows:

NAME OF HEIRS
1)Children and grandchildren of Esperanza
Fernandez, namely: Eduardo G, Fernandez and
Walfrido G. Fernandez, and Anthony, Cindy and
Joey Fernandez, all surnamed Vara-Cruz

ADDRESS
749 Nueve de Febrero Si. (now Dr. Jose A.
Fernandez St.), Mandaluyong City

2)Children and grandchildren of Gertrudes
Goduco Carreon, namely:

a) Gabriel G. Carreon 19 Champagne St., SSS Village, Marikina City

b) Rosario, Manuel Il and Ma. Lourdes,
children of Manuel Carreon, Jr.

3) Danmarie Carreon Consing, Dawn Carreon and
Daniel Christopher Carreon, children of Daniel
G. Carreon

4)Steve G. Aguilar - the only child of Cesarea
Goduco Agullar

5)Manolo V. Goduco - the only child of Emilio
M. Goduco

6) Ricardo G. Bernardo, Jr. - the only child ol
Aurea Lolita Goduco Bernardo

7) Children and grandchildren of Tomas Goduco
Jacinto, namely: Filoleo G. Jacinto, Priscilla G.
Jacinto-Suntay; and Luis Jacinto; Ramon Jacinto
and Senen Jacinto, Jr., children of Senen G.
Jacinto

8) Children of Enrique Goduco, namely; Romeo
Goduco, Orlando Goduco, Lilia Goduco Fran-
cisco and Carmelita Goduco Buenaveniura

ihe intestale estate of the deceased, not limited 1o the aforementioned properties, has not yel bean
sellled or partitioned among her legal heirs and al present nobody Is managing or controlling the
said estate; herein petitioner is filing the instant petition who is willing to act as an administrator
for the benefit and interest of all the legal heirs; petitioner is competent and has all the legal
qualifications required under the law to acl as the administrator of the estate of the deceased.

ACCORDINGLY, lel the petition be set for hearing on April 28, 2000 at 8:30 o'clock In the
morning In the Reglonal Trial Court Br. 214 G/F Hall of Justice Bldg., Maysilo Circle Mandaluyong
City, at which date, lime and place mentioned, all interested persons who may be alfected thereby

are hereby cited to appear and show cause of file their opposition thereto, it any as to why sald

petition should not be granied.

Herein petitioner is likewise hereby directed lo cause the publication of this order in We Forum,
a newspaper of general circulation In the Philippines selacted by raffle pursuant 1o P.D. 1079, once

a week for three (3) conseculive weeks.

Let the all known surviving heirs ol the deceased be furnished a copy of the courl's order
together with the petition and ils annexes pursuant lo Section 3 Rule 79 of the Rules of Cour.

SO ORDERED.
Mandaluyong City
12 January 2000

WE FORUM
Feb. 14, 21 & 28, 2000

438 Bernardo St,, Mandaluyong City

2985A Magnolia Place, Dasmarinas Village
Makati City

60 Sta. Catalina St., Bo. Kapilolyo, Pasig City
San Vicenle, Gapan, Nueva Ecija, or 3A St

Tomas St., Brgy. Don Manuel, Q.C.

Branch 10, Regional Trial Court, 4lh Fir. City
Hall, Manila

31 Speaker Perez Sl., Sta. Mesa Heights, Q.C.

95 Neptune St., Congressional Subdivision,
Quezon City

(Spd.) EDWIN D. SORONGON
Judge
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LIM, CAYETANO CONDEMN FRAT VIOLENCE

DEPARTMENT of the
Interior and Local Govern-
ment Secretary Alfredo Lim
has vowed to crack down
on violent activities of fra-
ternities which have resulted
in several deaths and inju-
ries among students in the
country.

This came after Univer-
sity of the Philippines (UP)
engineering student Daniel
Reyes was killed and an-
other was wounded during
a fraternity rumble in front
of the University of the
Philippines College of Law
in Diliman, Quezon City
last week.

The event happened dur-
ing the observance of the
ninth death anniversary of
Aquila Legis neophyte
Lenny Villa, a victim of a
fatal hazing rites at the
Ateneo University.

Recently, another student
was also killed during a
grenade-throwing incident
at the gate of the Techno-
logical Institute of the Phil-
ippines (TIP), also in

ROD REYES

PRESS Secretary
Rodolfo T. Reyes has cited
the key role played by the
broadcast media in strength-
ening the foundations of de-
mocracy in the country by
providing the Filipino
people with news and
wholesome programming
that can “improve their
well-being, make them more
informed and therefore, re-
sponsible and intelligent in
their choices.”

In a speech read for him
by Director Fernando
Gagelonia of the Bureau of
Broadcast Services (BBS) at

Quezon City. Investigators
linked the incident to a fead
between two warring fra-
ternities.

At a media briefing, Lim
said that he will confer with
Philippine National Police
(PNP) Chief Panfilo Lacson
to have a meeting with uni-
versity and college presi-
dents together with heads
of school security depart-
ments to launch an inten-
sified campaign against
fraternities “where the rule
of violence is being prac-
ticed.”

Exhorting school officials
and students to make their
campuses “havens of peace
and tranquility,” Lim said
weapons should be banned
in campuses and students
should be made answerable
by school authorities for any
and all acts of violence.

As an example, he said
the crime of hazing is worse
than ordinary crimes be-
cause its victims are de-
fenseless.

“And with the vicious-

CITES ROLE OF BROADCAST MEDIA

the closing ceremonies of
the PTV-4/BBS Seminar on
Broadcast management at
the Sulo Hotel in Quezon
City, Reyes also under-
scored the need to forge a
genuine national consensus
on matters of vital concern
by encouraging and allow-
ing the process of critical
thinking.

“ Let the validity of any
political or social idea be
tested in free and open de-
bate. Let the facts stand
out,” Reyes said.

As a practicing journal-
ist, Reyes said, he has al-

ness of its perpetrators, we
should therefore give it pri-
ority,” Lim said.

The DILG chief said err-
ing school officials who, in
one way or the other, are
contributing to the existence
of these violence, should
also be made criminally
liable.

“It is about time we take
action on these officials who
are lax in the enforcement

, of school regulations. Dahil

ang tendency diyan, to
cover up or whitewash.
Kaya humahaba ang sungay
nitong mga fraternities,”
Lim said.

EEEER

Senator Rene Cayetano
has condemned the recur-
rence of fraternity-related
violence that has gripped
school campuses in Metro

Y Manila.

Cayetano pointed out that
the grenade-throwing inci-
dent at the Technological
Institute of the Philippines
(TIP) has yet to die down
and another fraternity re-

ways adnered to the prin-
ciple of providing the public
with the correct facts.

He told the participants
at the broadcast manage-
ment seminar that broad-
cast media, with its instan-
taneous ability to bridge the
one formidable barriers of
time and space, are in the
best position to dissemninate
the truth.

Reyes said that at
present, there have been
tremendous technological
strides in the field of broad-
casting, but according to
him, it is still the man

FILIPINOS SPEND MORE

land (21.2 percent), appli-
ances (18.2 percent), and
jewelry (18.2 percent). “Only
three percent of respondents
reported that they had sold
their houses, most of whom
were from fishing communi-
ties."”

In farm areas, the ADB
reported, sale of livestock
was most common (77 per-
cent), while 43 percent of
the poor families in the urban
areas pawn their jewelry.

Among the reasons why
they sold their assets are for
general consumption needs
(52 percent); school expenses
for children (11 percent);
health care (8 percent); and
loan repayment (4 percent).

While only three percent
of the respondents said that
they sold their assets for a
productive activity, the ADB
said.

Similarly, focus groups
said that health care is not

e o (From page 12)
immediately accessible to
poorer families as the cost
of medicine and private
medical care rose while the
government health services
deteriorated.

As a resull, some people
turn to herbal medicines,
quack doctors and self-medi-
cation, sought the assistance
of local officials, non-gov-
ernment organizations, and
even prayers to cure their
illnesses, (PNA)

lated violence happens. Last
night, a fraternity war in
the University of the Phil-
ippines again claimed the
life of a UP student and
injured three others inside
the state university's
Diliman Campus.

Cayetano, chair of the
committee on justice and
human rights likewise called
for the resignation of school
officials if it cannot put an
end to the unabated frater-
nity violence in our uni-
versities.

“Have our academic in-
stitutions become war
zones? if school adminis-
trators cannot curb or pre-
vent fraternity violence in
their respective campuses,
they might as well quit their
jobs. Because by their
future, they are abetting the
recurrence of these abomi-
nable incidents in the school
premises,” Cayetano stated.

The UP incident ironi-
cally occurred on the night
when UP students were
commemorating the death

behind the machine who
counts, not the machine it-
self.

“We must view modern
broadcasting as a legitimate
human activity that is not
separate from the main-
stream of human socio-
economic, political and his-
torical development,” Reyes
said.

He said the broadcast
media, as well as the other
outlets of information and
communication, are no
longer the special preroga-
tives of any particular social
class or member of soci-
ety.

“The broadcast media
have become the patrimony
of all, regardless of class,
creed or color, and should,
therefore, reflect as much as
possible and as accurately as
possible, the broad spectrum
or society's larger concerns,”
he noted,

Reyes congratulated the
participants for attending the
seminar, which, he said, pro-
vides concrste evidence that
broadcasting-particularly
government broadcasting-is
dynamic and very much alive.
(PNA)

SEC. LIM

of slain UP student Nino
Calinao whose untimely
demise was also caused by
fraternity related violence
last year.

“Fraternity violence can-
not countenanced. We have
not yet gotten over the
deaths of students who were
slain as a result of these
incidents and another one
occurs. What’s going on in
our school campuses today?
What are the school admin-

SEN. CAYETANO

istrators doing to prevent
the recurrence of fraternity
violence?” Cayetano ob-
served,

To remedy this alarm-
ing situation, Cayetano has
filed a bill that would pro-
vide a safe environment for
students by declaring the
carrying of deadly weap-
ons inside school campuses
as unlawful and an offense
punishable by imprison-
ment. (PNA)

NEW PLAYERS .

ducing countries in South-
east Asia.

A survey conducted by
the DOE showed that oil
prices in Manila are rela-
tively lower compared with
those in other major cities
in Southeast Asia. Tiaoqui
noted, for instance, that
since the Organization of
Petroleum Exporting Coun-
tries (OPEC) cut back
production in April 1999,
oil prices were increased
19 times in Bangkok com-
pared with just seven times
in Manila.

As of December 1999,
unleaded gasoline was
priced at P53.41 per liter
in Hong Kong, P14.80 in
Thailand and P29.33 in
Singapore, compared with
only P14 in the Philippines.
Diesel was sold at P30.94
per liter in Hong Kong,
P12.35 in Singapore and
P11.58 in Thailand, com-
pared with only P9.90 in
the Philippines.

The entry of many new
players, according to
Tiaoqui, has triggered in-
creased investments in the
once-stagnant downstream
oil industry, particularly in

¢« ¢ (From page 10)

bulk storage, LPG, refill-
ing and petroleum product
retailing,

The total domestic and
foreign capital infused by
new players in the indus-
try has reached more than
P10 billion as of Novem-
ber, with P33.5 billion more
programmed for the next
three to five years.

Earlier, * the Estrada
administration assured the
public that several measures
aimed at cushioning the
impact of the latest oil price
increase on consumers aré
already in place.

These include assurances
from big manufacturers and
retailers of prime commodi-
ties that they would main-
tain prices of their prod-
ucts at present levels and
from the transport sector
that they would not seek
fare hikes.

Oil firms have an-
nounced last week an in-
crease of an average 50
centavos per liter on the
prices of their petroleum
products, citing the sharp
rise in the prices of crude
oil in the world market,
(PNA)
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P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

GOV'T TO TAP
PRIVATE FUNDS
FOR FARMERS

N LINE with its efforts to speed up the implementation of the agrarian
reform program and uplift the lives of farmers, the government is
finding ways to mobilize private capital that will help bankroll ag-
ricultural productivity projects.

Secretary Horacio Mo-
rales Jr. of the Department
of Agrarian Reform (DAR)
said several government
agencies are now pitching
in the effort.

SEC MORALES

“May malalaki kaming
projects talaga na naka-line
up na. Within the year ay
uumpisahan na natin ang
malalaking proyektong
ganito. (We have many
projects lined up now.
Within the year, we hope
to start them). So this is a
new approach of the gov-
ernment to mobilize private
capital for agriculture,” he
said.

Morales added this is
among the creative ap-
proaches in government has
adopted to work around the
cuts imposed by Congress
on allocations for agrarian
reform and agriculture,

Working with DAR in
this respect are the Depart-
meni of Finance (DOF), Ag-
riculture (DA) and Envi-

ronment and Natural Re-
sources (DENR).

Under the coordinated
scheme, farmers can avail
themselves of financial as-
sistance while banks issue
securities for agricultural
projects,

After distributing
245,000 hectares of land to
farmers in 1999 under the
Comprehensive Agrarian
Reform Program (CARP),
the Estrada administration
is gearing up for the dis-
tribution of the remaining
1.4 million hectares for the
next five years.

Morales said this means
distributing at least 150,000
hectares this year and decid-
ing as many land dispute
cases as possible.

The Estrada administration
has to speed up the distribu-
tion of the remaining 35
percent under CARP if it is
to fulfill its pledge of com-
pleting the program by 2004.

But while most of the
lands covered by CARP have
been distributed the remain-
ing lots are the most con-
tentious and are the objects
of disputes. .

“Ito ang pinakamahirap na

" galawin. Ito ang mga private,

agricultural lands, mga sugar
haciendas, malalaking com-
mercial farms, banana pine-
apple, at ang coconul lands

na napakababa ng produc-
tion, and partly iyong

v tinatawag naming mga prob-

lematic lands (Some of these
are the most difficult to dis-
tribute, These are the pri-
vate, agricultural lands, the
sugar haciendas, big commer-
cial farms, banana, pineapple
and coconut lands with very
low outputs. And partly, what
we call problematic lands),”
he said.

In an earlier report,
Morales noted that the DAR
assisted almost 200,000
CARP beneficiaries through
the delivery of P3.5 billion
infrastructure, and P260
million in credit and capa-
bility-building projects in
1999 alone.

With the 150,000 hectares
of land targeted for distri-
bution this year 80 percent
is owned by private individu-
als or firms, Morales said.

In order to uplift the liv-
ing conditions of some 1.8
million farmer beneficiaries
by the year 2004, Morales
said the DAR is (rying to
raise resources from the
donor communily for support
services.

He said that the DAR is
umplementing 14 foreign-as-
sisted project worth P10.28
billion and finalizing nego-
tiations for [five more
projects, worth P15.39 bil-
lion. (PNA)

WE, FORUM
Feb. 14, 21 & 28, 2000

LEGAL NOTICE

Nolice Is hereby given that the estate of late TIBURCIO
VILLANUEVA, SA. was exlra-judicially sellled among his heirs as
per Doc. No. 94, Page No. 19, Book No. IV, Series ol 2000 belore
Nolary Public Liwayway J. Nazal,

HOUSING FOR DISABLED: President Estrada presents a certificate of title to Arlene
Calinao, representing the Sectoral Council of Persons With Disability for the Visayan
Region, National Anti-Poverty Commission (NAPC), and Mario Abaygar, project manager
of the Association of Disabled Persons, Iloilo City during awarding rites of housing units
built by the National Housing Authority recently at Barangay Pavia, Balabag, Tloilo.

(Malacaiiang Photo)

FILIPINO FAMILIES
SPEND MORE OR FOOD

by RANDY G. ALTAREJOS

MANY Filipino families
spend more of their bud-
get in food than any other
essential basic needs like
clothing, education, health
care, and recreation.

In a study made by the
Asian Development Bank
for 1999, it noted that
housewives prefer only one
dish as partner for cooked
rice, but eat only two meals
a day to allow their chil-
dren to eat three meals a
day.

Due to lack of money,
some Filipino families elimi-
nated snacks between meals,
and instead cook just enough
to avoid leftovers, the study
said.

It also reported that over
75 percent of the country’s
fishing communities and 50
percent of the urban poor
groups resort to sleeping

longer hours in the morning
so that their first meal would
be equivalent to lunch.

To economize [urther,
many families cultivate their
backyards for vegetable
growing and small livestock
production, while others
venture into fishing or carry
out goods to the market for
sale.

Likewise, the ADB re-
ported that they, too, prefer
second-hand clothings or
adjusted school uniform from
the previous year. They also
reduce their transportation
expenses by merely walking
instead of riding public con-
veyances,

In some cases, they com-
bined errands to consolidate
transporiation expenses or at
times, request travelling
neighbors to buy them things
in town, the study said.

Besides, they sought loans

and sell assets like land,
appliances, .and jewelry. If
not, household appliances are
unplugged to cut electricity
expenses. While others at-
tend birthdays, weddings, and
other celebrations to eat much
better food.

But these limitations have
caused changes in food con-
sumption resulting to lower-
ing the children’s stamina and
resistance, thus leading Lo
sickness, a costly gamble for
many parents knowing that
health care is not always
affordable to everybody,

In the Philippines, for
instance, about 17 percent of
430 households surveyed said
that they sold some assets
during the past 18 months
after the onset of the finan-
cial crisis in the country.

The ADB added that most
common assets sold were

(Page 11, please)
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