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CONGRESS GEARS UP FOR NEW LEADERSHIP
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R RIOR TO THE OPENING OF THE
| [} TWELFTH CONGRESS ON JULY 23,
" MEMBERS OF THE SENATE AND THE:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES ARE ANGARA
DIVIDED IN THEIR

il 1 OWER HOUSE
BWER CHAMBER ‘ = sl
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PRESIDENTIAL SON & ACTOR-GOVERNOR: President Arroyo swears in Pampangs N

Governor Manuelito Lapid (right) and Presidential Son Pampanga Vice Governor Juas S. GIRO

Miguel ‘*Mikey'' Macapagal-Arroye (left) and other local officials of the province of

Pampanga during oath-taking rites held last July 3 at Malacafang’'s Ceremonial Hall.
Also in photo is Presidential Assistant on Political Affairs Joey Rufino. (Malacaiiang photo) Page




More than just casinos

PAGCOR
turn out sports
champions.
L/ @

There is more te the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes and
tumn them into international champions.

Since 1990, more thaa P707 million of PAGCOR's
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

L LT 7Y s

the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
PAGCOR 's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,
in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
cares.

(]
Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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CONGRESS SCRAMBLES

FOR NEW LEADERSHIP

by ERIC S. GIRON

RIOR to the opening of the twelfth Con-
gress on July 23, members of the Senate
and the House of Representatives are di-
vided in their choices of who should head
either chamber and stratagems put into play
in the grab for juicy committee chairmanships.

In the Senate, Edgardo
Angara is no stranger to the
presidency, having held it
before. In the House, it is
the old frape or traditional
politico Jose de Venecia, a
former Speaker. against a
Coalition of New Politics
made up ol representatives
from different parties who
have decided 1o choose one
among them to contest De
Venecia's bid

Senalor Angara al the
onsetl 18 assured ol len voles
from Laban ng Democrati-
cong Partido senalors
Rodolfo Biazon. Teresa
Aquino Orela, Vicente Sotto
111, Blas Ople, Senators-elecl
Panfilo Lacson and Luisa
Estrada of Puwersa ng Masa,
reelectionist Gregorio Hona-
san and two independents

The so-called independents
are Robert Jaworski, Ramon
Magsaysay Jr., neophyte Noli
de Castro who topped the
May 14 polls and current
Senate President Aquilino
Pimentel Jr. whom Sen. Juan
Flavier said belongs to the
People Power Coalition, not
to the administration.

To ensure a majority vote,
Angara has to enlist the
support of former senators
with the LDP like Franklin
Drilon, former House
Speaker Manuel Villar and
former Rep. Joker Arroyo
who made it to the Senate.
This will be subject to ne-
gotiations. Or Angara has Lo
coalesce with the independ-
ents.

Pimentel, who wants to
retain the Senate presidency,
counts on the support of his
partymate in PDP-Laban
Sergio Osmena 11l who was
reelected and the independ-
ent senalors.

Franklin Drilon, an LDP
member on leave, was a past
Senate president, Aiming Lo
regain the Senate leadership,

Drilon is courting former
representatives  Speaker
Manny Villar, Joker Arroyo,
Ralph Recto, and ncophyte
Francis Pangilinan, who is
a lawyer, and reelectionisl
Ramon Magsaysay, Jr

The Lakas-NUCD bloc
fielding Sen Renato
Cayetano is assured of votes
from colleagues Juan Flavier,
Loren Legarda, Robert Bar
bers and Ramon Revilla

Four PPC contenders --
Drilon, Pimentel. Cayetano
and Joker Arroyo -- have to
resolve among themselves
who should be the sole
contender lor the Senate
presidency. This could evolve
into horsetrading or the talk
ol concessions for those who
Rgive way

None of Angara's rivals
are assured of the option of
backup from the so-called
independents Pimentel,
Jaworski, Magsaysay, Noli
de Castro.

BID FOR SPEAKER

The House battle for the
Speakership pits the old frapo,
Pangasinan Rep. Jose C. de
Venecia Jr. of Lakas-NUCD
against the newly formed multi-
partisan Coalition of New
Politics organized by Repre-
sentatives Florencio Abad
(Liberal, Batanes), Vicente
Sandoval (Lakas, Palawan),
Carlos Padilla (Laban, Nueva
Vizcaya), Raul del Mar
(Promdi, Cebu City).

This bloc representing vari-
ous parties will select one
among them 1o challenge de
Venecia. In case they lose, they
are ready 1o become the mi-
nority bloc in the House. They
are opposed to making any deal
with de Venecia

De Venccia's camp has
resorted to sidetracking those
with ambition to become
Speaker by promising them the
chairmanship of House com-
mittees,

For instance, he has tried

SEN. ANGARA: No stranger to Senate presidency.

to entice Abad by offering him
the chairmanship of House
appointments committee. Cebu
City Rep. Raul del Mar also
backed out in exchange for a
seal in the appointments ¢com-
mittee where seats are appor-
tioned on the basis of bicam-
cral representation from the
Senate and the House.

Laban ng Demokratikong
Pilipino Rep. Carlos Padilla
gave up his bid for Speaker
in favor of Abad. The LDP
support in favor of Abad was
voiced by the secretary-gen-
eral, Agapito (Butz) Aquino
(Makati City).

Palawan Rep. Vicente
Sandoval who heads a so-called
progressive bloc, of Lakas
breakaway members from the
Coalition of New Politics,
abandoned his Speakership bid
after being offered the appro-
priations committee chairman-
ship. Sandoval claims the
support of 40 progressive
members in the House although
a head count showed not even
20 voles. -

D¢ Venecia's camp has
already promised the impor-
tant committees (o those who
initially declared their inten-
tions to run for Speaker and

their backers.

Iloilo Rep. Raul Gonzales
was assured of keeping his post
as deputy speaker for the
Visayas.

Agusan del Norte Rep.
Edelmiro Amante was likewise
assured the Mindanao deputy
speakership.

Mandaluyong City Rep.
Neptali M. Gonzales II is
groomed as the majority leader.

Surigao del Sur Rep.
Prospero Pichay was assured
of the defense committee chair-
manship and his backer,
Negros Oriental Rep. Jacinto
Paras, the transportation com-
mittee chairmanship.

The Bad and Padilla groups
are recalcitrant in forming a
**sunshine coalition'' under de
Venecia's leadership.

Il they lose the Might against
de Venecia, Padilla said each
ome will go back to his re
spectiveparty. How this will
affect relations with President
Gloria Arroyo has nol been
taken up. But they have de-
cided those who go up against
the winning Speaker will be-
come the House minority.

If de Venecia wins, Abad
said Lakas legislators will
break away from the People

SENATE PRES. PIMENTEL: Counts on colleagues®

support.

Power Coalition since he was
backed up by National Peo-
ple’s Coalition members. With
the big chunk of PPC with
them, Abad says it will be the
Lakas that will break off from
the PPC.

President Arroyo has
adopted a hands-off policy in
the Specaker contest,

e e o
LATE BREAKERS

Bandits free two hostages
-- Lalaine Chua, 15, and Luis
Bautista II1, 36, taken hostage
by Abu Sayyaf bandits from
Dos Palmas beach resort in
Puerto Princesa, Palawan and
held captive for one month and
a half, were released after
payment of ransom al barangay
Colonia, Lamitan Basilan al
4:40 a.m, Tuesday.

The due were turned over
to the Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front in Tuburan headed
by Commander Usman Lidjal.
MILF spokesman Shariff Julubi
claimed PS5 million for each
was paid for their freedom.
Another report said Chua's
family paid P3 million and
Bautista's family paid P500,000
lo the snatchers

The military stuck to its no

ransom, no negotiation with
terrorists myth. A Task Force
Comet team recovered the (wo
and brought them (o army
headquarters in Tabiawan,
Isabela capital of Basilan where
Lalaine's father met them.
They were airlifted tot he
Southcom hospital in
Zamboanga City, then accom-
panied by a military guard in
a fight to the Manila Domes-
tic Airport from Zamboanga,
aboard Air Philippines flight
552 at 3 p.m. July 3.
L ] L L]

Now it’s Perez vs. Lacson
-- The feud between senator-
clect Panfilo Lacson, who was
the Philippine National Police
director-general under then
President Joseph Estrada, and
Supt. Reynaldo Berroya, in-
telligence chief, simmered with
cach swapping charges of
stashing huge money hoards.

Lacson first accused
Berroya of stashing $300
million in a secret bank ac-
count. Justice Sec. Hernando
Perez cntered the [ray by
accusing Lacson of keeping
$500 million in & United States
bank account so that he has

(Next page, please)




requesied the US government
to verify the reporl.

Lacson laughed off the
amount involved in a radio
interview. ‘‘Do they know how
much $500 million is in pe-
sos?'' Lacson queried. ““That's
about P26 billion,"’

Perez claimed it was Lacson
who forced his justice depart-
ment to make public its re-
quest from its US counterparl
before the may 14 elections
to probe Lacson’'s account,
Lacson challenged Perez to
resign if he cannot prove the
existence of the alleged $500-
million US bank account. Perez
said he was merely doing his
job.

Perez said Superintendent
Berroya had made the request
for investigation. Lacson said

if he had $500 million, he -

could have comfortably lived
abroad and did not need to run
for senator. Perez said he had
asked the Federal Bureau of
Investigation to verify if such
a Lacson accounted existed in
the US.

LACSON IDENTIFIES
ADOR

Lacson declared thal the
““Ador'" who claims to have
been a civilian agent of the
Presidential Anti-Organized
Crime Task Force which he
once headed was a fake and a
swindler whom severul people
are hunting.

rage s EDITORIAL REPORT JuLy s-15, 2001

Secretary Perez said Ador
would be placed in the wit-
ness protection program only
is his statemenl checks out,
Perez told RMN News he
leaves il to the National Bu-
reau of Investigation to evalu-
ate Ador's claim. The NBI has
conducted a lie detector lest
on Ador,

The fellow surfaced in
media last month and linked
Lacson and his lask force men
to kidnapping and murder.

INDONESIAN INFLUX
IN MINDANAO GROWS

Visiting Indonesian Presi-
dent Abdurrahman Wahid was
apprised that thousands of
Indons have infiltrated
Mindanao as illegal entrants
and have been assimilated into
the Philippines’ mainstream
marrying Filipinos and engag-
ing in local trade and com-
merce.

Immigration Commissioner
Andrea Domingo said these
illegal entrants have seitled in
Surangani, Davao Oriental, del
Norte and del Sur, North and
South Cotabato, and Sultun
Kudarat

Mindanao residents, the
fishermen in particular, leel
deprived of their livelihood
opportunities with the growth
of Indonesian illegal entrants

President Wahid has been
criticized in Indonesia for his

We. Forum

DE VENECIA: The old
trapo?

expensive ill-timed five-day
swing to Australia, New Zeca-
land and the Philippines with
his wife Sinta Suriyak. Wahid,
who is facing charges of im-
peachment for corrwption and
incompetence in Jakaria called
with his spouse on President
Gloria Arroyo at Malacanang.
Luncheon was served.

Wahid personally offered to
host the peace talks belween
the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front and the Philippine gov-
ernment and provide asylum
to MILF Chairman Hashim
Salamat if the Philippine gov-
croment approves il

Wahid said he had chosen
Pantar Baral island in the bay
of Jakarta for Salamat’s asy-
lum. He scotched rumors that

ABAD: New politics?

he would fire military lead-
ers. He said the state of
emergency was forced on him
but he looked forward to rec-
onciliation.

He declared: **l1 will not
be impeached and | will sur-
vive."'

L] L] .

MAYON VOLCANO’S
CONE DISFIGURED

A wall of volcanic rock
splintered off the slope of
Mayon Volcano and rising
magma and increasing volcanic
quakes warped a side ol the
mountain thal has for centu-
ries been looked upon as u
perfect cone,

The massive slab of vol-
canic rock that cracked off

Petitioner
- VOIsus -

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONMAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
City of Makati
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

CITYLAND CONDOMINIUM VILL INC

Foreclosure No S-01-048

EXTRAJUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

and nol 21Q as published.

ERRATUM

The Doc Mo. of the legal notice of the late Cirllo Espaficla
published last Oct. 30, Nov. 6 & 13, 2000 should have been 220

Republic of the Philippines

hurtled down the slope Salur-
day, June 30, as villagers
living in the vicinity were
scared off by mounting magma
pressure,

After its eruption Sunday
(June 24), Mayon had five days
of quiet, then crupted again
at 4:05 and at 5:02 Friday
afternoon. The crater rumblings
were less pronounced and gas
emissions dropped sharply,
Bonga village residents strung
up laundry outside their huts
four kilometers away (rom the
live volcano, Thousands of vil-
lagers felt the economic pinch
of their jobs disrupted by the
volcano’s activity.

The abandonment of home
gardens pushed up the prices
of vegetables. But they had
been warned that they were nol
yet out of danger. Although
Friday's eruptions were small
compared to the June 24 blast,
clouds of ash were senl wo
kilometers in the air, The big
eruption had blown ash 15
kilometers and shot red-hol
boulders 600 meters above the
volcano

The risk of more eruptions
and mudslides did not deter
villagers from harvesting car
rots, radishes, sweel potatoes
and string beans

HIGH GOVERNMENT

PAY NOW REGARDED

A CRIME

President  Gloria M
Arroya’s ultimatum o govern
menl corporate exceutives Lo
accede 1o the slashing ol their
fat salaries of P300,000 to
P850,000 a month has made
it overnight a crime to have
been blessed with a high-pay
ing government salary

vious government incentive to
escalate the pay standard of
government employes and
officials.. The claim of corpo-
rate executives that any slash
in pay is illegal may have Lo
be decided by the judiciary.

Section 5 of Article 8 of
the Constitution provjdes:
“*The Congress shall provide
for the standardization of
government officials and
employes, including those in
government-owned and control-
led corporations with original
charters, taking into account
the nature of the responsibili-
ties pertaining to, and the
qualifications required for their
positions.""

The article's section 8 al-
lows no additional, double or
indirect compensation nor “‘any
present, emelument, office or
title of any Kind from any
foreign government."

However, '‘pensions, or
gratuities, shall not be con
sidered an additional, double
or indirect compensation,

Is the President empowered
to arbitrarily reduce salaries
of highly paid executives of
state-owned or operated cor
porations? Gloria M. Arroyo
says she is 1he appomnting
authority and “‘they serve al
my pleasure.”" She said fur-
ther, **If they cannot accepl
the cul in pay I am askKing them
1o resign.

It all boils down to the
government being i dire 1
nancial straits. Because of this
Mrs. Arroyo says she cannot
allow salaries rhnging from
P300,000 to P850,000 o month
of the presidents, charrmun did
chief operating officers ol these
corporations and financiil
institutions owned or operated

REALTY EXCHANGE c/o MARIO
CRISTOBAL,

OF REAL ESTATE IN ACCORDANCE
WITH THE PROVISION OF SEC. 20
OF RA 4726 (otherwise known as
Cond Actl)

Respondent/s
X X

ROTICE OF SMERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT 1o the verilied petition for Extrajudicial Foreclosure of Real
Eslate filed by the Pefilioner CITYLAND CONDOMINIUM VILL INC., in
accordance with (he provision of Section 20 of Republic Act 4726 (olherwise
known as the Condominium Act) in relation with Acl 3135, as amended by
Act 4118, agains| Respondent/s REALTY EXCHANGE clo MARIO CRISTOBAL
1o salisfy the collection of Respondent/s unpaid assessment under the Master
Deed of Restriction of the CITYLAND CONDOMINIUM VILL , INC., and the
by-laws of the said Corporation lo the Palitioner in Ihe total amount ol
P34 862 67xxx as of June 8, 2001, infexclusive of interests, altorney’s lees
and cost, advances and all lawful fees and expenses of foreclosure sale, lhe
Clerk of Courl VIl & Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Makali
Cily, hereby announces thal on July 27, 2001 al 10.00 o clock in the morning
or soon thereafter, in front of the Main Entrance of the CITY HALL OF MAKATI
he or any of his lawful sherrifs will sall al public auction lol he highes! biddar
and for cash in Philippine currancy, the following described real properfy/ies
with all its improvements existing thereon

COMDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE MO. 24046

“UNIT No. 702 Stu located on the 7th Fir ol the CITYLAND CONDO-
MINIUM VILL, Unit area ol 21,07 sgm., % share lo Residenlial common & es
- 0.131%; % share {o tolal common area - 0. 110%

Interested pariies are hersby enjoined lo invesligate lor themselves the
fille lo the said real properly/ies and \ha encumbrances thereon, Il any thare
ba

Makali City, June 18, 2001

(Sgd.) ENGRACIO M. ESCASINAS, JR
Clerk of Court VII & Ex-Officio Sherifl
Copy furnished
Really Exchange/Mario Cristobal - Unit R Times Plaza Bidg Prieto, Pamplona
Las Pifias 1740
Mr. Dennis AC Manuel - 88 Sen Gil Puyal Ave., Makali Cily
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REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Mational Capital Judicial Reglen
Quezea Cily, Moo Maniia
BRANCH LXXVil (T8)

IN RE: PETITION FOR CHANGE
OF NAME OF THE MINOR CHILD
MA. THERESECELYN RIVERA TAN,
SP PROC CASE NO. Q-01-44238

MA. THERESECELYNM RIVERA TAN
Minor child of SPOUSES ANTONIO
TAN aad EVELINDA TAN,

Petitioners
X = X

In & verihed Pelition lor Change of Name of the Minor Child, Ma
Theresscelyn Rivera Tan, filed by petitioners, through counsel, pelitioners
pray that afler due nolice and hearing, an Order be issued ordering lhe Local
Civil Registry of Manila lo make and effacl the appropriate entry of the civil
regisiry records in the name of the minor child Ma Theresecelyn Rivera into
AVERY NICOLE RIVERA TAN

The petition, with the documents attached thereto, being sufficient in form
and substance, sel the inilial hearing of this case on SEPTEMBER 4, 2001
ot 8:30 o'clock In the morning, en which lime and dale, all interested parlies
may oppear and show cause why lhe said pelition should nol be granled

Let & copy of this Order be published once a week for three (3) con-
seculive weeks, prior lo ihe date of hearing, in & newspaper of general circulation
in accordance with the raffle (o ba conducled by the Office of lhe Executive
Judge of this Courl, al the expense of the palitioners

Further_ Iel copies of this Order and the Petition, fogether with its Annaxes,
be furnished the Offices of the Solicitor General, Nalional Census and Sta-
listics Office, and Local Civil Regisiry of Manila

SO ORDERED

Quezon Cily, Metro Manila, Philippines, June 13, 2001

{Sgd ] PERCIVAL MANDAP LOPEZ
Judge
WE FORUM
July 9, 16" & 23, 2001

It is a reversal of the pre-

(Page 5, ploasse)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHELIPPINES
NATIONMAL CAPITAL JUDISIAL REMON
REGIONAL TRIAL COMRT
BRANCH 209, MAMBALUYONG CITY

IN RE PETITION FOR THE
SETTLEMENT OF THE INTESTATE
ESTATE OF JUANITA DOMINGO
RUIZ ETC
MCO1-1544

DR ANGELITO G. RUIZ.

Pelitioner
X —x

ORDER

This is a pelftion for Ihe setllement of the Inlestale Eslate ol Juanila
Domingo Ruiz with Prayer for Issuance of Letlars of Administration, where
the pelitioner is Dr. Angelifo C Ruiz

Finding the petition fo be sufficient in form and substance, the same is
hereby sel for hearing on Seplember 18, 2001 at 2:30 in the aftarnoon belore
the RTC B¢ 209, GF, Justice Hall Bidg, Maysilo Circle, Mandaluyong City
al which date and time, all interested heirs and creditors, who maybe affacled
thereby are direcled to appear and show cause of file thair opposition lherelo
il any, why said pelition should not be granted

Let a copy of his Order be published al the pelilioner's expense in WE
FORUM, a newspaper of general circulation in iha Philippines, selected by
raffle pursuant o P.D 1079 once a weak for 3 conseculive weoks

Let notices ba senl to known heirs and creditors al their givan address
and lel these nolices be deposited in (he post office with the postage lharein
as prepaid al leas! twenly (20) days before the hearing,

SO ORDERED

June 25, 2001, Mandaluyong Cily

{Sgd ) ADELAIDA R CRISOSTOMO-REYES

Presiding Judge
WE FORUM

July 9, 16 & 23, 2001




by the state

Arroyo took exception to
Land Bank president Margarito
Teves who agreed to a cut in
his salary

Arroyo's Memorandum
Order 20 suspends increases
in salaries and allowances of
senior GOCCs and GFls and
pegs compensation al not more
than (wice the pay of counter-
part officials in government
agencies.

The reduction in salarics of
top corporale officials will
realize P250 million savings
for the national government,
says Arroyo, She took note of
the transportation, representa-
tion allowances, and allow-
ances for children. She said
middle-level managers receive
modest compensation, the rank
and filers near-starvation pay,

She called for sacrifices in

JULY 2-8, 2001

tightening belts. As a matler
ol comparison, she cited the
Cabinel secretaries receive
P35,000 a month which pales
beside the pay of corporalte
executives.,

FREQUENT COUP
RUMORS DOWNPLAYED
BY ARROYO

President Gloria M. Arroyo
avoided insinuations of a
*“Mata Hari'" coup plot against
her administration but has not
ceased from alluding to efforts
to destabilize her adminisira-
tion by followers of Joseph
Estrada whom she deposed as
President

“"The Estrada government
would like to make a come-
back il it can,'’ Arroyo stated,
attributing the comment to

We Forum
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people she sounded. “*As far
as | can sce, they are cven
less successful in persuading
the people now than during the
May 14 clection."’

As to the coup plot rumors,
Sen. Robert Barbers said he
had mere raw information, But
Armed Forces Chief Diomedio
Villanueva conlirmed the ex-
istence of such a plot

Mrs. Arroyo said her casual
remark aboul a possible repeat
of the May 1 assault by a mob
on Malacanang's gales was
blown out of proportion in the
press. She told Cable News
Netwaork in an interview from
Malacanang when asked about
a Mata Hari coup plot, to ask
the intelligence agencies aboul
it. She said she had not been
briefed about it and would
rather leave it to the military
and police agencies to explain.

LEGAL NOTICE

Nollce Is hereby given thal the estale of
CIRILO ESPANOLA who died on December
22, 1997 in Brooke's Poinl, Palawan was seftled
extrajudicially by his heirs in a documen! entitled
“Extrajudicial Seltlermen! of Estate” registered
in the notarial book of Nolary Public Ally
Margarel O Chua as Doc. No. 220; Page No
44, Book |, Series ol 2000.

WE FORUM
July 9, 16 & 23, 2001

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF rAANILA
BRANCH 4

IN RE PETITION FOR ADOPTION
OF MINOR NINO LAYUG PENETRANTE
SP PROC NO 01-100441
ALICIA DELA BANDA TORRECARION
JUMAYAQ AND NICOMEDES JUMAYAD
Peatitioners

ORDER

This 15 a verilied petilion liled by pelilioner-spouses
ALICIA DELA BANDA TORRECARION JUMAYAO and
NICOMEDES JUMAYAQO praying that aller notice, pub-
licalion and hearing the minor NINO LAYUG
PENETRANTE be released from all obligalions ol
obedience and manlenance with respecl to his natural
parenis and (hal he be declared for all legal inlents and
purposes. the child of herein pelitioners

Finding the pelilion to be sullicient in lorm and sub-
stance, lel this petilion be set for heating on August 2
2001 al 8:30 AM belore this Courl localed at Rm. 365
Third Floor Cily Hall Manila, after this Order shall have
been published al the expense of the pelilioner n a
newspaper of general circulation in the Philippines for
three (3) conseculive weeks

All inferested persons in this pelilion may appear on
Ihe aforesaid dale of hearing and show cause Il any
why this pelition should no! be granled

The Social Worked of this Courl. Ms Eleanor M
Magturo: 15 hereby ordered lo conducl a homa visitation
and prepare a social case sludy reporl on [he person
of 1he pelitioner and 1ha herein minor soughl lo be adopted
and 1o submil the same to Ihis Courl on of balora lhe
scheduled hearing of this pelition

Lel a copy ol this Order and the copy ol |he pelilion
be served upon the Office of Ihe Sclicitor General al
Amorsolo S Legaspi Village, Makali, Meiro Manila. as
well as Ihe social worker ol this courl and the same

ba posted al (he Bullelin Board in the premises ol this

Courl. al lhree conspicuous places al the expense ol
the pelilipners
The petilioners are enjoined lo repor! to Ms Eleanor

Magluro. social warker of this court on & Monday In

conneclion with this case
SO ORDERED
Manila June 1 2001
SOCORRO B INTING
lidge
WE FORUM
June 25, July 2 & 9, 2001

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Mational Capital Judicial Reglon
Quezon Cily, Metro Manila
--o000--

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

RURAL BANK OF CALOOCAN, INC
Mortgageels
FRE NC
Versus
ROGER M QUINTON
Morigagor/s
NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE OF RrAL
PROPERTY UNDER ACT 3135 (AS AMENDED)

PURSUANT fo the lerms | the Deed of Real Estate
Morigage undet Acl 3135 as amended by Acl 4118
execuled under the date of June 29, 1998 by Roger M
Quinten - No, 55 Bago Bantay Q.C /55 Davao St Bago
Bantay Quezon City. MORTGAGOR/S in faver of Rural
Bank ol Caloocan Inc MORTGAGEE/S lo salisly the
mortgage debl in the amounl of P595 942 05 as of March
162001 exclusive of Interest penallies. attorney s lees
and olhet charges together with all lawful lees and
expenses of loreclosure sale the Clerk of Court and Ex-
Officio Sherifl of the Regional Trial Court of Quezon
ity hereby announces that on July 25, 2001 al 10.00
o'clock in the morning or soon therealter, in fronl of the
Marn Entrance of the Hall of Justice o Quezon Cily, she
will sell al public auction lo the highest bidder and for
cash In Philippine currency, the following described real
property/ies with all its improvements However, should
there be only one (1) bidder at the said dale, the auction
sale shall be resel to x x x x x ¥ x al the sama lima
and place

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-172898
Registry of Deeds -- Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 21 of the subd plan Psd-13
001644 being a portion of Blk 55, Psd-57020, LRC Rec
Mo 7681) situated in Brgy Alicia Bo of Bago Banlay
Quezon Cily. M Mia Bounded on the W along line 1-
2 by Lol 20 on the N along line 2-3 by Lol 40 (portion
aalen by the Cullat Creak) on the E along line 3-4 by
Lot 22 all of the subd plan and on the SE along lines
4:5.1 by Rd Lot 51 Psd-57020 NOTE On the North
gaslern portion sinp of 3 m wide reserved for legal
sasemenl xxx x x conlaining an area ol ONE HUN-
DRED THREE SQ METERS & FORTY SQ DECIMETERS
(103 40)

Inleresled parlies are hereby anjoined lo investigale
iof themselves the ttle lo lhe said propertyhies and the
ancumbrances thereon, Il any lhere be

Quezon City Melro Mamla June B 2001

MERCEDES § GATMAYTAN
Ex-Officio Sheriff

;opy lurnished

1 ANy Setvillang C Mendoza - Rural Bank ol Galoocan

Ing Caloogcan Cily

2 Roger M Quinfon « No 5
o Bantay @

Bago Bantay QC /55

WE FORUM
June 25, July 2 & 9, 2001

TEACHERS’ TRAINING: President Arroyo presents a certificate of completion to Ligaya
Santos of Bukal National High School in Sta. Cruz, Laguna, representing the first batch
of teachers trained under Intel's Teach to the Future Program which was launched in
Malacafang recently. The program is being implemented by Intel worldwide. Also in
photo are (from left) Education Secretary Raul Roco, Rosario Venture, Intel’s Regional
Public Affairs Officer, and Christian Morales, Intel Vice President and General Manager
for Asia-Pacific. (Malacaiiang photo)
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Pananaghoy ng punong-kahoy

““Ako ang init ng dapugan sa gabing malamig.

““ Ako ang lilim na nagtatabing ng nakakapasong sinag ng araw sa
tag-init.

“‘ Ang aking prutas at katas ay pamatid-uhaw sa iyong malayong
paglalakbay

““ Ako ang palangka na nagpapatatag ng inyong bahay; ang pintuan
sa kuwarto, ang kama sa silid-tulugan,

“‘Ako ang sagwan ng inyong bangka, ang hawakan ng inyong
asarol, ang singkaw ng inyong kalabaw.

““Kasama mo ako sa simula at wakas ng inyong buhay bilang
balangkas ng inyong duyan at ang kabaong sa inyong libingan.

“ Ako ang punong kahoy.. kailangan kong mabuhay."” JGBJr.
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CENTRAL MINDANAO RETURNS
TO NORMAL AFTER ALL-OUT WAR

OTABATO CITY -- Peace has slowly returned to central Mindanao,
heavily devastated by a four-month-long war last year, when soldiers
launched offensives to capture the strongholds of the fundamentalist

Islamic separatist

Except for military rouad-
blocks along the national high-
way leading to the region’s
most important urban center,
there are no more telltale signs
that war is still raging in the
mountains  around North
Cotabato, Maguindanao and
Lanao provinces

Fighting these days is con-
centrated in Basilan, hundreds
of kKilometers southwest of this
cily, where some 5,000 sol-
diers are hunting down the Abu
Sayyal bandils who took hos
tages from a Palawan resort
three weeks ago

Gone also are the thousands
of Muslim: villagers uprooted
Irom upland  communities
where (he vicious war was
fought between government
soldiers and the fighters of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front
(MILF). At the hewght o1 the
war from April 10 July lasi
year, o 500,000 Mus
lim villagers were displaced
from their communilies. occu
pying public schoul buildings
and other public facilities n
Cotabato Cuy

Maost ol them have returned
to their ltarms and to their
upland communities to rebuld
their hives, The government has
facilitated the return of these
tens ol thousands of imernal
refugees. re-building the ac
cess roads, rehabilitating the
mosque and other puhlic an
Irastructures ut Camp Abubakur
- once the stronghold of the
separatist MILF

Life in the L"ll}' has also
returned to normal. The mar-
ket is bursting with economic
activity, and a [ew tourists
have starled to trickle in. Al
the domestic airport, ubout 10
kilometers outside the city.
some oF the visitors had reg
istered their names in the local
lourism ollice

MILF BETTER THAN
ABU SAYYAF BANDITS

Local businessmen are also
uphcjlf aboul recovering the
losses they incurred ot the
height ol the secessionist war
last year. “‘Things ure sturl
ing 1o pick up this year,””
according 10 Melody Castro,
whose family owns and oper
ates a hotel in the heart of the
city. ""Good (hing, we don’l
have Abu Sayyal here. The
MILF are better than those
bundits. Even during the war.
the MILF spared the city. ™

close

guerrillas.

I
Peace has slowly
returned to central
Mindanao, heavily

devastated by a four-
month-long war last
vear when soldiers
launched offensives to
capture the strongholds
of the fundamentalisi
Islamic separatist
guerrillas. Many
people, however,
remain _cautious over
the political situation
‘n_mainland Mindanao.
While they enjoy
relative peace and
stability compared to
people in Basilan and
Sulu where a hostage
crisis is taking place,
many view the current
internal problem within
the MNLF and the
irreconcilable
differences between the
MILF and MNLF as
potential threats to
peace and security in
the southern

Some residents credited the
leadership of Muslimin Sema,
the secretary-general of Lhe
Muoro National Liberation Front
(MNLF), who was elected city
mayor three years ago

Semi, who won a re-clec
Lion lust month, had wlked with
the MILF not 1o attack the city
ul the heght ol the war be
cuuse it was the remaining
sanctuary of Muslim villagers
eseaping from the confliet in
the wplund communities in
Muguindanao  and  North
Coltubato

The MILF  leadership
heeded Sema's appeal, Some
il the MILF leaders themselves
tled 1o either Cotabato City or
Murawi City in Lanao del Sur
during the confliet, Their luing
lies lollowers
whso went with them 1o these

relutives and

Urvins

Custro said the |‘Ctl|'|\' mn
Cotabato City Felt relieved tht
Hhe wir was over. Shie sid the

people are also rejoicing that
the government and the sepa-
ratist Islamic rebels are now
talking peace.

“*We are very optimistic
that these peace lalks would
lead to greater peace und stu
bility in our communities,”” she
told CyberDyarvo. '*We hope
thai the peace talks abroad
would succeed. ™

Today, the peace pancls
from both the government and
the MILF will resume peace
talks in Tripoli, Libya--nearly
@ year uller peace negolialions
hetween the two
stulled

I'he MILF pulled out of “he
peace talks on June 30 lasi year
when the Philippines Marines
started preparing an ussaull on
Camp Abubakar. Fighting in
Maguindanao was precipitated
by an attuck on MILF
tions along Narciso Ramos
highway in Matanog, The
highway that links Maguinda
and Lunwo del Sur was
constructed during the term of
former president Fidel Ramos
mnd was named alter his Jare
Liuther

TRIPOLI PEACE
TALKS TO FOCUS ON
THREE ITEMS

Eid Kabalu, a spokesper-
son for the Moro Islamic
Liberation Front, said the peace
talks in Tripoli would locus
on three agenda items - a
review of all past agreements
between the government and
the MILF; arrangement on joint
cooperation in the rehabilita-
tion and development of areas
affected by the war lasl year;
and discussion on the ticklish
issue of ancestral lands

Kabalu said bofh sides
would attempt to accomplish
something out of the Tripoli
talks by focusing more atten-
tion on the development efforis
inside Camp Abubakar and
other MILF strongholds, like
Camp Bushra in Lanao del Sur
and Rajah Muda in North
Cotabato.

He said both sides would
go very slowly on political
issues, like the demand for
independence and the creation
of & separate Islamic state in
the Southern Philippines.
‘“Nothing has really changed
in our position,”" Kabalu told
CyberDyaryo, ''The MILF
believed that the more lasting
and peacelul political solution

sides were

posi-

n
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MUSLIM REBELS: Returning to farms,

to the problem in Mindanao
is granting the Muslims the
right of self-determination. The
only way [or the Muslim prob-
lem to go away is for the
government to grant us inde-
pendence. ™

Kabalu even suggested an
East Timor-type of solution
He said the people in Mus-
lim-dominated communities in
the southern Philippines can
o through a peacelul and
democratic political exercise to
determine *‘their genuine sen-
timents, "'

Under the proposed refer-
endum, Kabalu said the peo-
ple in Muslim-dominated ar-
cas in Mindanao would be
asked whether they want 1o join
4 separate and independent
Islamic state. He said the
political exercise should be
supervised and observed by an
international organization, like
the United Nations (UN) or the
Organization of Islamic Con-
ference (OIC).

**We will respect whatever
the outcome of that proposed
referendum,’” Kabalu told
CyberDyaryo. **If the Muslim-
Filipinos would not want to join
us, it's all right with us but
government should respect the
decision of the people. "’

Kabalu is confident that
many Muslim-dominated prov-
inces and towns in Mindanao,
Basilan, Sulu and Tawi-tawi
would readily join an Islamic
state under the MILF

He said the MILF peace
panel is not yel ready (o present
the proposed referendum fo
determine the shape and size
of an Islamic state in the
Southern Philippines during the
upcoming Tripoli talks

“*“We remain very cau-
tious,"" ssid Kabalu. “*We
would want to find out first
what the government would

wanl to offer to settle this
political issue. W want to find
out if there are any innova-
tive offers from them.'
Kabalu said the MILF
would readily reject any offer
1o revive the political pack-
aze thal was presented by the
former government under
President Joseph Estrada be-
cause “‘we don't recognize the
agreement entered into by the
government with the Moro
National Liberation front
(MNLF) in 1996 "'

MILF NOT A PARTY
TO 1996 AGREEMENT

“*We are not a party to that
agreement.”’ Kabalu said. “‘We
don't recognize the Philippine
Constitution. We would not
honor any agreement that
would be entered into within
the framework of the Philip-
pine Constitution. We wanted .
a different approach and a
different formula to settle the
problem in Mindanao.""

Kabalu said the MILF has
learned from the mistakes
committed by the MNLF in
cntering into an agreement with
the Philippine government. For
instance, the MILF is field-
ing a peace panel composed
mostly of non-organic MILF
members, including a Chris-
tian lawyer, Alan Flores.

According to Kabalu, **We
wanted a more comprehensive
agreement that could cover not
just our fellow Muslims but
other people in Mindanao, like
the lumads {mountain tribes-
men) and even Christians, ™'

He said the MNLF was
caught in a trap when chair-
man Nur Misuari nimself
headed the negotiating panel
talking with the government.
“We don't want that 1o hap-
pen to chairman Salamal
Hashim,'' he added.

Kabalu said the MILF has
adopted some measures Lo
protect Salamat but would
check the authority of the
negotiating panel to enter into
whatever agreemenl with the
government. ‘‘Every time the
panel has to make decisions,
it has to consult the MILF
leadership first,”" he explained,

Apart from their political
demand of setting up an Is-
lamic state in the southern
Philippines, Kabalu also raised
the issue of government troop
presence in Camp Abubakar.

He pointed out that the first
agenda in the Tripoli talks was
for a review of all past agree-
ments between the government
and MILF. He said that would
include the recognition of
several MILF camps, includ-
ing Camp Abubakar, Thus, the
military should not be allowed
within the MILF camps.

SITUATION
DIFFERENT NOW

But the government said the
MILF should also recognize
that the situation on the ground
is different now when those
agreements were made before-
the war broke outl last year.

Soldiers had been stationed
within Camp Abubakar (o
prevent the armed MILF from
returning to their strongholds.
But the soldiers are allowing
the civilians to re-claim their
farms and homelots. The sol-
diers arc even helping Mus-
lim residents to rebuild their
homes and communities.

An Army engincering bat-
talion was assigned to rebuild
and improve the access roads
to Camp Abubakar, repair the
damaged mosque, and construct
new public buildings for &
school, a medial clinic and &
community hajl. (Cyber
Dyaryo)
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All air, no force

HE Philippine Air Force is described as a Jjoke that
flies and can kill an enemy who may die laughing
over it.

Filipino airmen have to put up with such jokes even as
the PAF enters its 54th anniversary July 2.

Filipino pilots are reputed among the best there are -
- with no aircraft to fly. It’s no secret that the Philippines
was able to acquire two S-211 jet trainers by exchanging
them with ladies’ underwear.

The distinguished Blue Diamonds squadron was born nearly
four decades ago in 1965 when the Philippines received 25
F-5 interceptors from the United States. The Blue Diamond
aerobatic team’s precision flying and intricate sky maneuvers
thrilled spectators on Air Force Day or special occasions
when there were visiting foreign dignitaries.

But these same aircraft were mandated to pull out at a
moment’s notice to engage in the peace and order campaign
in providing the ground forces air support in combatting the
dissidents. And the Philippines had to contend with dissi-
dence ever since it attained independence in 1946.

Other than the Philippine Navy with its rusting old tubs
of World War II vintage, the country has to rely to meet
an invasion on no other military force but what constitutes
the air force. The Philippine Air Force is tasked to safeguard
the skies ever 7,107 islands of the archipelago from intrusion
by hostile aircraft.

While the more economically solvent Asian neighbors of
the Philippines can afford to purchase the latest in aircraft
and sea vessels, the Philippines has the capable manpower
but no adequate ships and planes to patrol the extensive
seaboard. Not even the northern or southern approaches to
Luzon and Mindanao where other Asian fishermen poach for
marine products unmolested except on rare occasions when
a Navy patrol craft chances upon them, are guarded.

But more often the poachers are released because feeding
them while incarcerated poses a problem. So the exploitation
of Philippine fish and dwindling coral resources goes on.
There is also the controversial matter of boundaries in the
Spratly isles which have become a potential area of conflict.
And still the Philippines is struggling along with outdated
vintage aircraft and ships.

PAF Chief Benjamin Defensor on gradugtion from the
Philippine Military Academy in the 1970s piloted Huey
helicopters used in the Vietnam war in combat against Moro
dissidents. Today he still uses a Huey chopper to visit Abu
Sayyaf bandit territory in Mindanao.

The original F-C fighters have crashed or were mothballed
for lack of spare parts. In 1993, South Korea turned over
six F-5 jets at a giveaway price of 100 dollars each or $600
for the whole bunch. These with seven F-5s that can still fly
and two out of commission for lack of maintenance.

The F-5 relies on visual contact and not on power radar
that the more modern F-6 equipped with long-range air-to-
air missiles has. Thus the PAF is still regarded as a joke
that flies.

EDITORIAL
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I CAN FLY £ A

| ONE’S WORTH

Florida |

THERE are many crocodile farms in
the country, most of theimi government
offices, and the biggest craoc farm in the
world 1s our Congress. Among said of-
fices is the NAIA, the so-called gateway
tot he Pearl of the Orient Seas. Which |
1s why old travellers want to avoid land- L
ing at NAIA. But Luzonians and foreign-
ers visiting Manila have no choice (the
Port Harbor is worse). I've heard a
balikbayan oldtimer say that a nondescript
fear grips him every time he lands at
NAIJIA. He knows he'd be fleeced, and if
he could only be devoured, he'd be.

Thank heavens, there are still NAIA
employees like Florida Mondoyo whi
promptly returned the US$10,000.00 (that’s
P520,000.00) which she had found. And to
think that Florida's only a janitress, cer-
tainly a very needy person.

If Florida were, say, one of those Cus-
toms personnel or security men, the owner
of that US$10,000.00 will surely have cursed
Pinas and us Pinoys if he's a foreigner, and
would have gone amok or crazy if he's an
OFW who has sweated for the money,

May Florida's tribe increase!
kxRN

by MAX NOBLE

served national park; and Florida is a

beautiful state.
EERER

Without delving into the merits of the
cases against him, Erap, as [ see it, faces
an uphill fight. Just about all cronies of his
have turned their backs on him -- they who
raked in billions while he was in power and
therefore could help him in his hour of need.

This is another lesson/for him and, for
that matter, GMA and all others in power
at present. That lesson is a cliche but remains
correct: Choose your friends.

[ could almost feel Erap’s regret for having
friends like Mario Crespo aka Mark Jimenez.
I could also feel his loneliness and pain
inside the VMMC or Fort Sto. Domingo.
Nothing beats freedom -- the freedom to do
what you please, to move as you like,

Bul going back to Erap's cases, suppose
he's acquitted in all of them? Will he go
back to Malacafiang? Will GMA return to
the Veep's office? And Guingona: Where
will he go since his term as senator has
already ended?

ancidentally, the Everglades in Florida,
USA, is a natural habitat of crocodiles.
But that’s a well-guarded and well-pre-
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OPINION

Probe on oil price mess urged - Part 1

THE persistent oulery to restore the pov-
ernment's power to regulate oil prices has
surged anew in the face of alleged overpricing
by big petroleum firms of their fuel prod-
ucts

In the midst of the uproar. Sen. John
Osmena chairman of the Senate Commillee
on Energy. says the plan of oil firms to
raise their prices with has been publicly
decried as “extortionate” has prompted him
Lo revive his carlier bill seeking amendments
to the Oil Deregulation Law.

In the House of Representatives. Con-
gressmen Ernesto Herrera and Eduardo Gullas
of Bohol and Cebu respectively have sought
an immediate probe of the alleged overpricing
by Shell, Caltex and Petron (aka the Big 3
in business circles) and have raked in some
PR25 million in profits during the first quarter
of the year.

Herrera and Gullas charged that the Big
3's “extortionate” pricing schemes had ena-
bled them to earn a “hidden windfall” con-
trary to their claim that they had been in-

AGRARIAN REFORM REVISITED

by NONO ALFONSO, SJ

Institute on Church and Secial Issues

DURA LEX SED LEX. The law is hard bul
it is the law. Therefore. il must be carried
out. enforced and implemented  This lcgal
maxim comes to mind on the 13th anmversary
of the Comprehensive Agrarian Reform Law
For. more than anything clse can be said aboul
the CARL, this particular social legislation has
taken too long in its implementation. After 13
long years, the governmenl is nowhere near
the goals set by the law

Signed into law on 10 Junc 1988, more
than a year after the Mendiola Massacre that
left 18 farmers dead, the law allotted 10 years
for the full implementation ol the agrarin
reform program.

In 1998, when the law expired with gov-
ernment not even halfway through with the
agrarian program, Congress passed RA 8532,
which extended the agrarian program for another
10 years.

Despite this extension, however, il appears
that government is still not on track. To date,
it has been able to distribute only 60% of the
targetted 8.2 million hectares. The backlog
stands at 3 million hectares. With the recent
declaration of the Arroyo government that il
can only distribute 100,000 hectares per year,
it is now a foregone conclusion that CARL's
full implementation will tuke another decade
at the minimum.

In the meantime, millions of small farmers
and farmworkers in the countryside continuc
to grovel in their poverly

Many reasons contribute (o the post Marcos
agrarian reform [lasco in this country. On top
of the list is the lack of financial support for
the program. Government needs i big sum Lo
run and complete the program Funding 1s
crucial especially now thut the progrim i5 in
its last phase, wherein government, nlter
covering public lands, must now concenlirate
on prwatc-xmrncd fands which have not yet been
voluntarily offered for sale by their OWners

In this eritical phase, government will need
sulficient fupding to properly compensate
landowners. U is estimated thut around P50

billion is needed for this alone -- not o mention
the funding needed for the other components
of the program, such as the technical support
promised to agrarian reform beneficiaries

Against this staggering amount, however,
budget allocation for land acquisition has
dwindled in recent years. Last year, [or ex-
ample. from the proposed P1.2 billion, Con-
gress slashed the budget to a mere P600 million
As in other matters, the budget outlay of
government for CARL is indeed a measure ol
its commitment to agrarian reform

Perhaps helped in no small way by CARL's
financial standing, landowner opposition is
another major reason for the slow implemen-
tation of the agrarian reform program. With-
oul enough funding for **fair compensation,”’
CARL does not become attractive to landown-
ers.

In recent years, big landowners have found
wauys 1o skirt the law, of course, with a lot
of help from government itself. One of thesc
is the controversial stock option that was offercd
o the farmers in Hacienda Luisita. In this
arrangement, rather than being given land titles,
farmers were given shares of stocks in pro-
duce of Haciends Luisita.

During Estrada’s watch, a hybrid ol the
stock oplion was developed by the Department
of Agrarian Reform. It was called the corpo
rative scheme in which the farmers enter into
u joint venture with a private investor, usually
the former landowner, and in the process,
surrender their rights to the land to the joint
venlure enterprise or L'ufpﬂf;iliﬂﬂ In most cases,
the larmers are given the minority share, as
in the case of Danding Cojuangco’s haciendas
in Negros Occidental, wherein farmers own
only 30% tw Cojuangca’s 70 %

While DAR hails the joinl venture as an
innovative and effective approach at implement-
ing CARL. muny larmers and NGOs see it as
4 betrayal of the mandate of the law The
corporalive scheme, they say, reduces the
farmers (o laborers, while the landowners get
o keep their lunds

curring losses

The two solons say there is no valid jus-
tification for these oil firms" plans to in-
crease their pump fuel prices to some 90
centavos per liter this week, considering that
it has only been less than a month since
they increased their prices by 45 centavos
per liter

“There is something irregular here,” say
Gullas and Herrera, “for these oil firms are
supposed to have a crude oil inventory still
good for 90 days."

Which is why the Big 3 cannot just in-
crease pump prices on the basis of the hike
in the crude oil in the world market. As matters
stand now, Gullas and Herrera say, oil firms
are still selling fuel products from crude oil
shipments that were imported three months ago

“We are nol againsi the petroleum [firms
carning profits. Bul as responsible corpora-
tion citizens, they should temper their drive
for profits at this time when the economy and
the consumers are reeling from an uprestrained
economic crunch,” says Gullas

Like all other petroleum price hikes, Sena-
tor-elect Manuel Villar recalls. this one has
hit the country just as we are barely squeezing
out of an economic crisis and still facing the
perils and inherent snags (o our economic
recovery efflorts.

Villar had earlier denounced major oil frms
for imposing price hikes to make up for their
production overhead in meeting requirements
of the Clean Air Act provision against toxic
air emissions,

Al the same time. Villar is recalled saying
that we might just take steps to restudy our
oil deregulation law and perhaps work oul some
provisions that would ensure against a cartel
price movement of oil products.

Perhaps, he says, we should also carefully
review the implications of the economics of
universal free trade which we took in without
the benefit of wiser counsel

As il happened, no government agency was
anywhere around when the three major oil firms
were compuling the new oil rates by them-
selves leaving the consumers helplessly pro-
{esting the price increase.

Senate sources also recall the pathelic
scenario which takes us back o the days of
the maddeming onrush at privatization when
the povernment sold its remaining shares in
Petron during the closing months of the Ramos
administration.

People may not be fully aware of il (or
might just have been looking the other way)
bul they were selling Petron to some foreign
friends like a giveaway ilem in a garage sale.

For Petron al that time was worth a lot
more. It was a strategic asset to the economic
life of the Filipino people. For Petron was
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not only making money but it was well worlh
the government to maintain it as its first line
of defense against greedy forcign petroleum
companies.,

With the total dercgulation of the oil in-
dustry, the Philippines is now also ulterly at
the mercy of foreign oil firms who conspire
to compel Filipino consumers to scttle for
unjustified fuel price hikes.

But if Petron were in the circuit playing
for the governmenl as point guard, local fuel
consumers could have been sure that other ol
firms with a propensity for mischief would be
kept in line and on their best behavior.

The truth is that government later found
out that the proverbial white elephant they gol
tid of has now turned out as something that
would have been the last weapon which could
possibly maintain sensible retail fuel prices of
a commodity in a dercgulated scale.

They noted that the price of crude oil in
the market went down significantly from last
year's all-time high — bul this was never
reflected in the local pump prices.

Despite the decrease in the world crude
market, there was hardly any change in do-
mestic prices. The consensus among Congress
leaders therefore is that the Big 3 has been
making a killing at the expense of the Filipino
people

At this point, the IBON Data Foundation,
a private think tank, had reporied that Caltex,
Shell and Petron had generated some P6.6 billion
worth of “hidden profits™ last year from their
alleged extortionale pricing.

Senator Osme+a himself says the oil de-
regulation law should not have been imple-
mented at once. The deregulation process should
have been done gradually or phase by phase,
he said,

“There should have been a five-year (ran-
sition period,” Osmexa says, “but that’s nol
what happened. We must recall that the Ramos
administration sped it up and that the required
five-year transition period took only one and
a half months time.”

Such a mistake, some Congress leaders say,
had manifested itsell long after the country
strained under a long string of oil price hikes
imposed by the Big 3 — despite nationwide
appeals to their social responsibility to keep
fuel prices at fair and reasonable levels. (To
be continued)

Al the center of the agrarian reform con-
troversy is the Department of Agrarian Re-
form, wWhich is the main agency in charge of
the agrarian program. Critics have time and
again faulted the DAR for being too slow and
inepl in its work. Some say 1t lacks manpower
and technology. Others add that on the local
level, the agency is itsell confused and una-
ware of its powers and responsibilities. Worse
still, it also fails to coordinate well with other
government agenvies and with the local gov-
ernment units

The main problem with DAR, however,
farmers would say, is that the agency simply
lacks the political will to implement the law.
[n the case of the new DAR Secretary, Hernani
Braganzu, farmers from Negros whe picketed
his office for more than a month claim that
he is all bark and no bite: in the face of a
handful Haciends puards, he blinked and failed
to install legitimate farmer beneficiaries in
Negros Occidental. Now, these same farmers

are demanding that President Arroyo replace
him with someone who can match his words
with actions.

Notwithstanding all these problems that slow
down CARL's implcmcntatinn' observers arc
saying that there is nol much time for the
agrarian reform program Various forces are
overtaking it and rendering It ineffective, if
not obsolele.

Rapid population growth has swelled the
number of farmworkers, aggravating the pov-
erty in the countryside and further obscuring
ihe land-to-the-tiller equation. Land conver-
sion is also on the rise, taking away valuable
agricultural lands from CARL's coverage.

Finally, globalization has reared its ugly
head in the farmlands, With the country's
membership in the WTO, so much pressure 1s
placed on the farms and the whole agricullure
sector 1o become more productive and com
petitive -- al the expensc of social equity which
is CARL's main objective. (CyberDyaryo)
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GOODBYE HAGEDORN, GOODYE TREES?

NE SORRY loss in the May elections didn’t

happen to the People Power Coalition, and

it didn’t involve a senator’s job, either.

Puerto Princesa Mayor Edward Hagedorn
lost to incumbent Palawan Governer Joel Reyes
for the governorship of that seuthern province,
in an election that had much more than either
man’s political fortunes at stake.

But wait a minute, and
hold the lamentations: wasn't
this the same Edward
Hagedorn who stuck to and
stood by his fellow bigotilyo
Joseph Estrada to the very
last minute of (he latter’s
Presidency? The same
Edward Hagedorn once re-
puted to be a pambling lord
and rumored to have person-
ally snuffed out two police-
men? The sunglasses-wear-
ing, chain-smoking Edward
Hagedorn who survived two
assassination attempts by
enemies intent on turning his
rosy mestizo cheeks a safe
and neutral blue?

Yep, the very same one.
So what are we complaining
about?

Nothing much, except the
fact that it was this born-
again toughie who also hap-
pened to be largely respon-
sible for transforming Puerto
Princesa the country's
largest city in terms of sheer
size -- into a model of en-
vironmental protection and a
showcase destination for
ecotourism, It's the kind of
place where you could walk
for blocks in the city center
withoul encountering a stray
cigarette butt, and where you
can't build a new house right
on the beach -- even if you

mayor in 1992, Hagedorn
managed to turn an unlikely
factor -- ecological aware-
ness -- into the city's chief
source of income, not to
mention pride and global
recognition. Hagedorn him-
sell has earned a wall full
of plaques and citations at-
testing to his seriousness of
purpose and magnitude of
success.

He was hoping to apply
all that to the whole prov-
ince and not just Puerto
Princesa, and so he ran for
governor under the banner
of the Puwersa ng Masa.
(Earlier, his brother Doug-
las had run for the same
position, and almost won it
but for a reversal of the court
decision affirming his vic-
tory.) But most Palawenos
had other ideas -- or other
reasons for voting the way
they did -- and wenl instead
for the incumbent.

By siding with the dis
graced Erap, Hagedorn may
have ridden the wrong po-
litical warhorse and assisted
in his own defeat. But rid-
ing as well on his shoulders
was the environmentalist
agenda he had gone (o such
pains-to craft and to imple-
ment as only he and his
formidable personality could

own the beach
Since [lirslt

Hagedorn's camp has

becomihg scored the eveniual winner

by BUTCH DALISAY

One sorry loss in the May elections didn’t happen
to the People Power Coalitien, and it didn’t involve
a senator’s job, either. Puerto Princesa Mayor
Edward Hagedorn lost to incumbent Palawan
Governor Joel Reyes for the governorship of that
southern province, in an election that had much
more than either man’s political fortunes at stake.
But wait @ minute, and hold the lamentations:
-wasn’t_this the same Edward Hagedorn who stuck
'o_and stood by his fellow bigotilyo Joseph Estrada
to the very last minute of the latter’s Presidency?
Yep, the very same one. So what is Butch Dalisay
complaining about? Nothing much, except the fact
that it was this born-again toughie who also
happened to be largely responsible for transforming
Puerto Princesa -- the country’s largest city in terms
of sheer size -- into a model of environmental protection
and a showcase destination for ecotourism.

for his alleged use of dirty
tricks during the campaign,
but worse than the campaign
itself is its possible aftermath,
for Reyes has been identi-
fied with hig business -- the
kind of big business that
Hagedorn made very unhappy
during his tenure and which
reportedly spent big money
to ensure his downfall.
We're talking here about
mining, logging and fishing
interests who stand to make
their political investment back
in spades with a friend at the
provincial capitol and with
Hagedorn out of office in
Puerto Princesa. These people
have been seen hovering
around d@nd spending nights out
with the governor, who
again, according to the rumor
mill -- seems disposed to open
Palawan's walters to big lish-
ing companies, to the disad
vantage of small lishermen, not
to mention the fish themselves

And we're not talking yet
about Palawan's forests, which
have driven many a logger
drooling all the way to the
capitol, or wherever they might
find a sympathetic car. Palawin

still holds half of the coun-
try's remaining primary for-
ests, and a stark symbol of
what could happen fo them can
be found right in the resthouse
of the |ate Speaker Ramon
Mitra, who had his men search
far and wide for the largest
tree they could find in the
province -- so they could cut
it down to serve as the cen-
tral pillar and conversion piece
non pareil in his living room.
It's now up to Gov, Reyes
to scolch these rumors and
apprehensions and to reassure
Palawan -- and rest of the
country, if not the world --
that he can do as well or better
than Hagedorn at preserving
his province as one of our few
truly world-class resources.
We never imagined that
we'd find ourselves bemoan-
ing the defeat of one of Erap’s
staunchest allies. and to call
him a saint would send St
Ignatius of Loyola -- himsell
a colorful character in his time
into & spasm, but Edward
Hagedorn is beginaing 1o Jook
like someone we'll sorely miss
when those (rees start coming
down for some politician's
dining table. (CyberDyaryo)

GATDULA SERRANO

JOEL SERRANC MACAUBA
Pelilioner
- VeIsus -
THE CIVIL REGISTRY FOR THE

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIOMAL TRIAL COURTY
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRAMCH 15, MANILA

IN RE PETITION FOR CORRECTION

OF ENTRY OF NAME OF JOEL GATDULA
MACAUBA TO JOEL SERRANO MACALBA
AND THE CORRECTION OF ENTRY IN

HIS BIRTH CERTIFICATE WITH RESPECT
TO HIS MOTHER'S NAME FROM SALVACION
SERRANO GATDULA TO SALVACION

SP PROC NO 01-100282

RepubMc of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
Matlemal Capital Judieial Region
Quezon City, Melro Manila
_.‘w..-
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COWATY AND EX-OFFICH® SHERIFF

RURAL BANK OF CALOOCAN, INC
Morlgageels FRE NO 3772

versus

ROGER M QUINTON

Mortpagor/s

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE OF REAL PROPERTY
UMDER ACT 3135 (AS AMENDER)

PURSUANT to Ihe terms ol the Deed of Real Eslale Mortgage under Acl
3135 as amended by Acl 4118, executed undar the date ol June 29 1998 by
Reger M- Quinton - No 55 Bago Bantay. Q.C /55 Davao St Bago Banlay
Quezon Ciy MORTGAGORIS In favor of Rural Bank of Caloocan Inc
MORTGAGEE/S fo salisly the morlgage debt in the amount of P595 942 05 as
of March 16 2001 exclusive of inlerest penallies allorney s fees and other
charges logelher with all lawiul lees and expenses ol loreciosure sale lhe
Clark of Cour! and Ex-Ollicio Shenfl of the Regional Trial Courl of Quezon city
hereby announces thal on July 25 2001 al 10.00 o clock in lhe morning of so0n
\herealter. in fronl of the Main Enlrance ol the Hall ol Justice ol Quezon City
she will sell al public auction lo tha highes! bidder and for cash in Philippine

currency. the lollowing described real properiy/ies with all ils improvemenis
Howaver, should there be only one (1) bidder al the said dale, the auction sale
shall be resel fo x x x x x x x al lhe same lime and place

TRAMSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-172B98
Registry of Deads -- Quezan City

A parcel of land (Lol 21 of the subd plan Psd-13-001644, being a portion
of Blk 55 Psd.57020 LRC Rec. No 7681) situated in Brgy Alicia, Bo of
Bago Bantay, Quezon City, M Mia Bounded on the W along line 1-2 by Lol
20, on the N along line 2-3 by Lol 40 {porlion ealen by lhe Culiat Creek)
on the E  along line 3-4 by Lol 22 all of the subd plan and on Ihe SE along
lines 4-5-1 by Rd Lot 51, Psd-57020, NOTE On the North easlern porfion slrip
ol 3 m wide reserved for legal easemanl xxx x x conlaining an area of ONE
HUNDRED THREE SQ METERS & FORTY SG DECIMETERS (103 40)

Inlerested parlies are heraby enjoined lo invesligate for themselves the lille
lo the said properly/ies and lhe encumbrances lhereon il any Ihere be

Quezon City, Melro Manila, June 8, 2001

MERCEDES 5 GATMAYTAN
Ex-Officio Sheniff

Copy furnished

1 Ally Servillano C
7 Roger M Quinlon
ac

Caloocan Cily
Bago Bantay

Mendoza - Ruial Bank of Caloocan, Inc
No 55 Bago Baniay Q C /55 Davao Si

WE FORUM
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CITY OF MANILA
Respondeni

ORDER

In a verified Patilion for Correction of Enlry the Peliioner prays, Inter
alia. that alter due nolice publicalion and hearing an Order be rendered
directing the Civil Registrar of the Cily of Manila lo cause the correction of
eniries In petiioner's Cerlificale of Birth in he following manner lo wil

Pehlioner's Name

From JOEL GATDULA MACAUBA
To JOEL SERRANO MACAUBA
Mother s Name
From SALVACION SERRANO GATDULA
To SALVACION GATDULA SERRANO

Finding the Petition lo be sufficiant in lorm and substance sel the Pelilion
for hearing on July 26, 2001 at 8 30 o'clock in Ihe morning before [his Branch
al 2/F NAPOCOR Bidg = Bonilacio Drive, Port Area: Manila All nlerested
parlies are heraby notified ol ihe ssid hearing and are ordered 10 show cause
why the Pelilion should nol be granied

Lal a copy of Ihis Orcdar be published al the expense of the Pefilioner
once a week lor three (3) conseculive weeks n a nawspaper of general
circulation 1n Metro Manila. lo be selected by rallled pursuant to P 0 No
1079 .

Furnish tha Otfice of the Solicitor General and the (
City of Manila wilh copies of the Pehilion and ol Ihis Creder

50 ORDERED

Manila, Phlippines; May 8 2001

wil Registrat ol the

(Sgd ) MERCEDES POSADA-LACAF
Presiding Judge
WE FORUM
June 25, July 2 & 8, 2001




In the wake of the widely-
maligned national and local
elections held last May 14,
various seclors have been
clamoring for measures both
to rectify the damage wrought
by the massive fraud that was
allegedly perpetrated and to
ensure that this selfsame
alleged fraud does not recur.

Taking the point in this
crusade (o ensure honesty in

the polls is Senate President.

Aquilino ‘*Nene'” Pimentel.
Senator Pimentel, who was
allegedly once a victim of
“*Dapdap-Bawas™ in the 1995
polls. slimmed the recent
elections in a speech deliv-
ered last June 9, 2001, at
the Airport Sheraton Hotel
in Los Angeles, Calilornia.

On top of his overall
denunciation ol the entire
process, he narrated a strik-
ing yel allegedly common
incident that took place n
his hometown of Cagayan de
Oro. One of the candidates
for a local government po-
sition wenl (o the polling
area, only to lind out that
her vote had been cast lor
her

This speech is reproduced
in ils entirety in a website
devoted 1o the Senator, Www
nenepimentel org. Also post-
ed on the website is o letter
from senator Pimentel to his
son, congratulating him for his
gallant attempl al running lor
a local government position and
decrying his opponent’s vic
tory as the product of fraudu
lent machinations

As u direct reaction to what
he and many others perceive
as some of the dirtiest elec-
tions in recent years, Scnator
Pimentel seems to have taken
the initiative to revive the
movement Lo institute an elec
tronic national identilication
system. A source close 1o
Senator Pimentel has disclosed

Page 10

We Forum
FEATURES

NATIONAL ID SYSTEM
LEGISLATION URGED ANEW

by JAIME ARROYO

In the wake of the widely-maligned national

and local elections held last May 14, various

sectors- have been c

l

amorin

or _measure

both to rectify the damage wrought by the

massive fraud that

was_allegedly perpetrated

and _to _ensure that this selfsame alleged

fraud _does not recur. Taking the point in

this crusade to ensure honesty in the polls

is Senate President Aquiling ‘‘Nene’’

Pimentel. As a_direct reaction to_what he

and many others perceive as some of the

dirtiest elections in_recent years, Senator

Pimentel seems to have taken the initiative

to receive the movement to institute an

electronic national identification system.

that the Senator s, in [acl, in
the process of drafting such
legislation.

Such, apparently, has long
been a concern of Senator
Pimente!, and the recent elec-
tions have served as an added
impetus Lo this particular goal.
As of this writing, no bill
exisls, supposedly because
Senator Pimentel is still work
ing on the constitutional issues
upon which opponents of past
national-1D legislation have
focused their arguments, caus-
ing the shelving of such bills

LEGISLATIVE
HISTORY

The very first incarnation
of a bill proposing a national
ID system came into being on
23 August 1982, by then-
Member of Parlisment Rodollo
Albano, back when martial law
wis either n not-so-distant
memory or a thinly-veiled
reality, depending on whom
one talked to, It wus shelved
due to fears of the opposition
as well as human rights groups
thut the privacy of the indi-
vidual would be violated, Ten

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given thal the estale ol the lale AURORA
BEANARDINO TIANGCO who died on December 4. 1998 was seltled
extrajudicially by her heirs ad evidenced by a document registered
in the nolanal book ol Notary Public Aurora S. Baulisia

WE FORUM
July 2, 9 & 16, 2001

Hector B Ganlano as Doc No

ol 2001

LEGAL MOTICE

Notice s hereby given thal the aslale ol PACITA R. VDA. DE
BERNABE who died on August 30, 1995 in Quezan City was sellled
exirajudicially by her heirs as evidef ad by Ihe Exirajudicial Par
Wion With Waiver ragistered in the nolanal book ol Notary Hublic
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years later, on |7 July 1992,
the bill was re-filed in Con-
gress, where it suffered the
same fate as its parliamentary
predecessor.

Years later, the 10th Con
gres. saw the emergence of not
one, but three separate bills
proposing the initiation of the
national 1D system. The lirst,
House Bill No, 374, was pul
forward by Congresswoman
Tharito B. Plaza of the st
District of Agusan del Norie
on 31 July 1995. Among the
gonls which she, as detniled
in her explanatory note, hoped
to accomplish, were the facili-
tation of transactions, the
prevention ol election fraud,
and the solution of crimes

The contents of the pro-
posed identification card (v be
issued to Filipinos upon reach:
ing the age of majority included
the person’s name, age, dale
and place of birth, citizenship.
spouse’s and parents’ names,
residences both permanent and
temporary, occupation, date of
death and such additionul
matters which would be re-
quired hy the locul civil rep
istrar, together with passport
sized photographs. The person
would ulso be assigned per
manent, non-transferable iden
tification number

The second hill, House Bill
No. 6335, liled by Congress
man Roger Mercado ol the lone
district of Southern Leyte on
22 February 1996, was Writ
ten purportedly w combut red
tape. thereby facilitating trins
actions ranging from faxpay
e Lo marriage, and o enible
(he government 1o monitor
criminial activity

Included in the proposed
legistation wis an enumeribon
ol the crreumsiunees
wlhiich s waould by
required toopresent i These

wder

hearer

included:

a) Acknowledgement of a
document before a nolary
public,

b) Taking of an oath of
office,

c) Receipt of a license,
certificate or permit from any
public authority and

d) Payment of tlaxes

However, there was no
mention of the contents of the
ID, and it was said only that
Filipinos and resident aliens
over eighteen would be issued
a card and assigned a perma-
nent, non-transferable number
It scems likely that the legis-
lator's failure 1o dewil whal
kind of information was what
proved falal,

The third bill, House Bill
No. 8530, principally authored
by Congressman Santiago
Respicio with the help ol
Congressmen Antonia Abaya,
Faustino Dy, and Rodolto
Albano himself, was likewise
introduced in the tenth Con-
gress, also for the purpose ol
facilitating conftractual trans-
actions, combating red tape.
and with the added purpose ol
combating terrorism and pre-
serving national security. On
its face, this bill resembled HB
No. 6335 more than HB No
374 and would meet (he same
late.

None of these bills made it
past the first reading. All of
them are now pending with the
Committee on the Revision of
Laws, The biggest criticism of
these bills has been that they
foreshadow a '‘militaristic™" or
“*police state’” where privacy
would cease to exist. It has
been argued that, in light of
our country's political history,
this kind of legislation could
be used as a tool for suppres-
sion, as an ‘‘anti-subversive''
device.

Another analogous, yel not
identical, piece of legislation,
former  Senator  Miriam
Defensor-Santiago's supposed
pational ¢rime database, mel
a similar tate when it was [iled
last 19 July 1999, That bill
did not propose anything as
ull encompassing as o national
1D system; it merely involved
the creation of a database by
the PNP and the NBL ot all
individuals  with criminal
records. Nonetheless, 1L never
got past the first reading

The most vehemently de
nounced piece of legislation,
hlowever, ol recenl years, wis
pussed by no less than tonmner
President Fidel V. Ramos, lust
22 Junuury 1997, in the guise
al un Adminstrative Order

Admimstrutive Order No
308, in which the Ramuos
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administration pushed for the
adoption of a national compu-
terized identification reference
system, proposed the assign
ment of a Population Refer
ence Numbes (PRN) o mem-
bers of the population number,
generated by the National
Statistics Office, which would
serve as o “‘linkage among
concerned apencies.

The system was to be
overseen by an Inter-Agency
Coordinating Commitiee be-
tween offices such as the
National Economic Develop-
ment Authority, the Department
of the Interior and Local
Government, the Department
of Health, the Government
Service Insurance System and
the Social Security System,
among others

I'he identification system
was to be based on biometrics,
or very personal signatures left
by a person's body such as
fingerprints or retinal patterns,
among others, Senator Blas
Ople filed suit against the
proponents of this AO on the
grounds that il was unconsti-
tutional for being both a usur-
pation of legislative authority
and an invasion of the privacy
of the individual.

The Supreme Court, in a
decision penned by Justice
Renato Puno (Ople vs. Torres,
GR No. 127685, July 23,
1998), declared the AO null
and void.

Senator Pimentel now ap-
pears to be picking up where
his predecessors left off, he
is still in the process of draft-
ing his bill due to the eriti-
cism that was leveled at its
predecessors.

NATIONAL ID SYSTEM:
NOT UNCONSTITUTIONAL
PER SE, BUT IS IT
NECESSARY?

Atty. Raul Pangalangan,
Dean of the University of the
Philippines’ College of Law
and acknowledge experl 1n

constitutional law, lends cer-
tain insights into the constitu-
tional viability of a nationul:
identification system. He says,
most significantly, that, per sc,
a national ID system is not
unconstitutional. ’
He points out that such a
system now exists in South
Africa, which was
veritable cradle of human rights
violations, although he con
cedes that whatever muchin
ery exists in South Africa might

ance o

nol be appropriate for our

milieu. Regarding the sentiment
of many that the system could
be the subject of abuse, he
points out that many other
existing laws stmilarly
susceplible

The idea behind Pangala-
ngan's example is bolster the
viability of a national I.D.
system even in countries where
paranoia regarding human
rights abuse is high. Suppos-
edly, Nelson Mandela permit-
ted the continued existence of
this system cven during the
dawn of his reign in post-
apartheid South Africa. If
Nelson Mandela, a certified
human rights victim, can con-
done such a system, then there
must be a way to make it
palatable to human righis ac-
tivists.

‘*Anything can be mis-
used,'' he says, although he
later adds, *‘1 do recognize thal
there are dangers...It presents
the threat of an Orwellian big
brother knowing everything we
do.""

Notwithstanding his recog-
nition of the threat, Pangala-
ngan points out that such a
system does not have to sand
at odds with the Constitution,

Ironically enough, it is to
the Ople case that he directly
refers in order to bolster his
stand that a National ID sys-
tem may be instituted which
is, in fact, in consonance with
the Constitutional right to
privacy. (CyberDyaryo)
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A REMINDER
TO ELECTION
WINNERS

by SEVERINO C. SAMONTE

ERE’s a reminder to all newly-elected gov-
ernment officials who are assuming office

this coming June 30 or at any later date.

They have to file under oath a declaration of their assets,
liabilities; net worth and financial and business interests,
including those of their spouses and unmarried children
under 18 years of age living in their households.

This requirement is contained in Section B of Republic
Act No. 6713, otherwise known as the “Code of Conduct
and Ethical Standards Tor Public Oflicials and Employces,”
passed by the Bth Congress in February 1989 and signed
into law by then President Corazon C. Aquino

The enacument of such a code of conduct was in ac-
cordance with Sections 1 and 17 of the 1987 Constitution’s
Article X1 entitled "Accountability of Public Officers.”

Section 1 of the present Charter states: “Public office
is @ public trust. Public officers and employees must at all
times be accountable to the people, serve them with urmost
responsibility. integrity. loyalty, and efficiency. act with
patriotism and justice, and lead modest lives. ™

On the other hand, Section 17 provides: “A public officer
or employee shall, upon assumption of office and as often
therealter as may be required by law, submit a declaration
under ovath ol s assets, liabilittes and net worth "

R. A, 6713 also requires thal public ofhicials and em
ployees must file their respective stalements ol uassels,
liabilities and net worth within 30 days from the end ol
their term ol oflice, or upon separation lrom the service

Among those required to file the statements are the Presi-
dent, the Vice President, the members of the Senate and
House ol Representatives, and all other elective officiuls
such as the provincial governors, vice governors, eity and
municipal mayors, vice mayors, and councilors

The new appointees ol incumbent President Glorii
Macapagal-Arroyo and other appointing authorities are
likewise required 1o disclose their assets, liabilities and net
worth along with their business interests and financial
connections

Obviously, the requirement for such public officiuls 1o file
their statement of assets, liabilities and net worth upon as
sumption of office and leaving the same is intended to ensure
that such officials do not enrich themselves while they are
holding office as “public servants.”

R. A. 6713 also states that all public officials and employ
ces required to file the documents shall also execute within
30 days from the date of their assumption of office the nec-
essary authority in favor of the Ombudsman to obtain from all
appropriate government agencies, including the Burcau of Internal
Review, such documents as may show their assets, liabilities,
net worth, and also their business interests and [linancial
connections in previous years, including, if possible, the ycar
when they lirst assumed office in the government

Husband and wife who are hoth public officials or employ-
ces may [ile the requircd statements jointly or separalely.

The documents must contain information on the following

* Real property, ‘ils improvemenis, scquisilion cosl, as-
sessed value, and currenl fair market value;

e Personal property and acquisition costs;

e All other sssets such as imvestments. cash on hand or in
bunks, stocks, honds, and the like,

¢ Liabilities; and

o All business interests und linancial conneciions.

The documents must be filed

e Within 30 days alier assumption of office, whether through
clection or appointment.

e On ur belore April 30 ol every year Ihereatier: and

o Within 30 duys alter leaving or separation from the service

The sttements ol assels, habilites, and net worth and the
disclosure of husiness interests and financianl conpections must
he liled by

o Constitutioral and

wational elective officials, with the

President Arrovo applauds after presenting the symbolic key to Leonora Dolores, Principal of the Lupang Pangako
Elementary School, during a visit to Payatas, Quezon City last week. The project. being implemented in line with the
Kapit Bisig Laban sa Kahirapan, called for the repair of a two-classroom school building in the school. Also in photo are
Defense Secretary Angelo Reyes (right), representing the engineering brigade of the Navy or SEABEES which undertook
the construction, and Social Welfare and Development Secretary Corazon Juliano-Soliman (second from right), representing
one of the lead agencies implementing the KALAHI anti-poverty program of the Macapagal-Arroyo administration. Also
in photo is Quezon City Mayor Ismael Mathay Jr. (second from left). (Malacaniang photo)

nutional office of the Ombudsman,

« Senators and congressmen, with the secretaries ol the
Senate and the House ol Representutives, respectively:

e Justices, with the Clerk of Court ol the Supreme Court;

¢ Judges. with the Court Administrator

o All national executive oflicinls, with the Ofhice ol ihe
President,

o Repronal and local officiuls and emplovees. witl the Depury
Ombudsmun in their respective regions

e Oflicers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines [rom the
rank of ¢olonel or naval captain, with the Office of the Presi
dent: und those below said ranks, with the Deputy Ombudsmun
in their respective regions; and

» All other public officials and employees, with the Civil
Service Commission (CSC)

Under the law, [ailure to file such slatements of
liabilities and net worth, and disclosure of business and finan-
cial interests is punishable with imprisonment not exceeding
five years, or a line not exceeding 5,000 pesos, or bath, and
in the discretion of the court of competent jurisdiction, dis-
qualification to hold public office, whether by appointment or
clection

According o Section 9 of R. A, 6713, “a public ofTicial
or employee shall avoid conflicts of interest at all times. When
o conflict of interests arises, he shall resign from his position
in any private business enterprise within thirty (30) days from
his ussumption of office and/or divest himsell of his sharcholdings
or interests within sixty (60) days from such assumption ™

The ssme rule shall spply where the public officiul as o
pariner in u parinership

The divestment requirement shall not apply 1o those who
serve the poverament in an honorary capacily nor to luborers
and casual or temporary workers

Of the 13 senators set to begin their term on June 30, only
three of them are expected o Tile the required usscts and lubility
stutements Tor the first time within one month. They are incoming
Senntors Noli de Costro, Luisu Ejercito Estrada, and Francisco
Pangilinan. De Castro and Pangilinan were both conneeted
with private companies helore they ran for the Senate und
won. Incoming Senator — Dii. Ejereito Estradi, although o
former First Lody, s considered o private individual

The 10 other senatarial winners in the May 14 clections.
heing Tormer members of ehther ilie Senaie. the House ol
Representatives wr the Philippine National Police (i the cise
ol neoming Senator Pantilo Laesont will just have fo e il
the statements they were presvied (o have Filed as ol April
30, 2000 for the year ending Decomber M0 MUK They ar

asscts.

re-elected Senators Juan Flavier., Franklin Drilon. Ramon
Mugsaysay, Sergio Osmeny [ und Gregorio Honasan, former
Senute President/Agriculture and Executive Secretary Edgurdo
Angara, tormer Congressmen and incoming Senators Munuel
Villar., Joker Arroyo und Rulph Recto

T'welve of the 153 winning senutors will hold office tor
lull six-year

Honasan, u re-clectiomist senmitor who placed

term
13th i 1he
May clections, will hold office lvr onoly three years e
uncxpired term of former Senutor Teolisto Guingena, Jr - whe
wius elevated 1o his new post as Vice President. i additiom
1o his being Foreign Affairs Secretary

Likewise expected to Hile thewr sworn statements in aceord
ance with the law are oufgoing Senators Juan Ponee Enrile.
Mirium D. Santiago, Anna Dominigue Coseteng, and Fanciseo
S Tatad

Enrile and Santiago lost in the senatoriul ruce, Cuoseleng
was unsuccessful in the congressionul contest in Quezon City's
third district, while Tatad, muajorny Noor leader ot the oul
going Senate, did not run for any post in the May |14 polls

The [3th winner in the country’s lutest senatorial polls will
join the Il incumbent Senators who will end their six-year
term on June 30, 2004, They are Senate-President Aquiline
Q. Pimentel Jr. and Senators Blas  F. Ople. Robert Burbers,
Rodollo Biazon, Renoto Cayetano, Robert Juworskio Loren
Leparda-Leviste, Teresi Aquine-Oreta, John Osmens. Ramon
Revilla, and Viecente Sono 111

Filing an untrue statement of onc's asscls and liabilities
under oath can mean serious problems. An example of this
is the present perjury charges filed before the Sandiganbayan
against former disgraced President Joseph Estrada for alleg-
edly misdeclaring his assets, liabilitics and nct worth in 1999,

The prosecutors alleged that Estrada owns expeasive mansions
in lieu to amounts in bank deposits. (PNA)

PANAWAGAN

te po ay lsang panawagan kina EDEN OUBIAS PILLEGO al
COMNRADO C. PONCE, Ina al ama ng batang s| JODEN PILLEGO
POMCE na lpinanganak noong lka-4 ng Hulyo taong 1989 sa Arayal,
Pampanga.

Mangyarl po lamang na makipag-ugnayan kay LEOVEN BRAVO
Soclal Worker ng Departmen! ol Social Wellare and Development
(DSWD) Flakd Office No. 3, PEO, Sinadalan, San Fernando, Pampanga
o lumawag sa telepono bllang 961-2323,
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21 BIRD SPECIES IN RP FACE EXTINCTION

EBU CITY — The Philippines ranks fourth among the countries in
Asia with the most number of threatened bird species.
The “Threatened Birds of Asia: The BirdLife International Red
Data Book” revealed that there are 69 threatened bird species in
the Philippines, making it the fourth country in the extinction hotspot list.

The book records 323
threatened bird species in
Asia, comprising 12 per-
cent of the total 2,700,

The book, an assessment
made by BirdLife Interna-

tional, stresses the impor-
tance of establishing pro-
tected areas or expanding
existing increased
awareness and stronger leg-
1slation.

Oones,

ARRACEFFI IS-
LAND, DOS PALMAS,
Palawan -- The Depart-
ment of Tourism (DOT)
will focus its promotion
efforts on the huge but
largely untapped Euro-
pean market to help
revive tourist interest in
the country,

The DOT's new
thrust was taken up
during the DOT re-
giona'! meeting here
with the regional
directors.

The Philipnines
enjoys a competitive
edge over its Asian
neighborhood hecause
Filipinos arc conversant
in English. German and
British tourists who had
a hard time getting
around in other Asian
counties because of the
language barrier were
relieved to learn that
Filipinos spoke English.

European tourists
practically never heard
of the Philippines, @
fact which is blamed on
the lack of promotion,
but only know the
Philippines when there
are isolated incidents
like the Abu Sayyafl
attack on Dos Palmas
and the PPearl FFarm
incident.

Another target of the
DOT are the Chinese
nationals. Around 100
million Chinese are
coming from the coastul
area of China travelling
to Asip and all over
the world.

While the world is
going, the Philippine
market share is going
down. In Southcast
Asia alome, out of the
38.1 million tourlsts
that went to Asin last
year, the Philippines
share is 1LX million,

Vietnam, without

any

EUROPE: NEXT
DOT TARGET

by LYNDA B. VALENCIA

infrastructure are
overtaking the country.
They went up to 2.48
percent to almost 2.3
million,

Last year, the
Philippines has a
promotional budget of
$660,000 and a tourism
receipts of $2.5 billion,
while our neighboring
Asian countries have
more — Thailand, $45
million budget, 9.5
million arrivals and a
tourism receipts of $7.5
billion; Hong Kong, $66
million budget, 13
aillion arrivals, and $8
million receipts; Malay-
siag, $70 million budget,
10 million arrivals, and
§4.5 billion receipts;
Singapore, $70 million
hudget, 7 million
arrivals and $6 billion
receipts.

But the DOT is
hopeful that the outlook
for tourism would get
brighter hecause it
would be getting an
increase in its budget.

Earlier, the DOT
was assured by the
Department of Budget
and Management (DBM)
that it may yet receive
the $15 million budget
the department has
requested to fund the
country’s tourism
promotion abroad.

Part of the budget
will be used to convince
the balikbayan in the
United States and
Canada to assist the
DOT In its tourism
promotion, cspecially in
communitics where they
are active,

With intensified
promotion, the DOT is
hopeful that this year's
arrivals could surpass
last year's 1.8 million
tourists who spent $1.5
million in the country.
('NA)

Top on the list of ex-
tinction hotspots is Indo-
nesia with 115 threatened
species. China is second,
with 78 threatened species,
and third, India with 73.

The Philippines 15 also
second to Indonesia as to
the number of critically en-
dangered and endangered
endemic bird species.

Thirty-two bird species
in Indonesia are considered
“critically endangered™ and
“endangered,” while the
Philippines has 21.

The World Conservation
Union defines critically en-
dangered .species as those
facing extremely high risk
of extinction in the wild,
and in the immediate fu-
ture. Endangered species
are those facing a very high
risk of extinction 1n the wild
in the future.
BirdLife
International, all 323 threat-

near
According to

ened species are at risk of
extinction from human ac-
tivities, particularly habi-
tat loss of degradation due
to unsustainable logging and
conversion of wetlands for
agriculture or timber plan-
tations.

A rofal of 664, or 2S5
percent ol 2,700 species in
Asia, are ol
concern, the

caopservalion
report stuted

The report also stressed
the importance ol wetlands
to the survival of 20 percent
of threatened species

Migratory birds rest and
feed in wetlands

The wetland of Olango
island in Cebu, lor instance,
IS an imporiant stop for
migratory birds escaping from
the cold 1n Stheria

“Birds recognize noond-
tional borders, and therefore
concerted action and coop
eration between countnes is
critical in our efforts to save
threatened bird species and
ecosystems,” read the
BirdLifle International report

“We need Lo act urgently
and on a scale greater thun
anything previously achieved
il we are (o averl the ex
tinction crisis facing Asia’s
threatened  birds,”  said
Noritaka lchida, BirdLife
Asian Council chair inu stute-
e nt

The Red Data Book also
provides policy advice and
data to guide governments in
implementing effective-con
servation programs. (PNA)
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P5.00 IN METRO MANILA

BARBERS’ OATH: President Arroyo swears in Surigao del Norte Rep. Robert Ace Barbers
(2nd distrizt) and provincial Gov, Robert Lyndon Barbers in ceremnnies at Malacanang last
week. Looking on are Presidential Legislative Liaison Office head Gabriel Claudio (left) and
Senator Robert Barbers (right). The President hailed Senator Barbers’ quick recovery from
a throat surgery. (Malacasiang photo)

EXTERMINATE ASG

AFP CHIEF VOWS

ARMED Forces chief of
stalf Gen. Diomedio P
Villanueva today vowed the
military will Mush out the Abu
Sayyal wherever they are unti
they are exterminated

In a press conference in
Camp Aguinaldo, Villanueva.
a Mindanao war veteran, said
government forces will see to
it that the dreaded bandit group
will "disappear from the lace
of the earth.”

He gave no timetable but
“] ror one know that our
saldiers are now more deter
mined in locating the Abu
Suyyal group™ and engage them
in mortal combat whether in
the jungles of Basilan or else-
where

Abu Sayyal extremists are
liolding 23 Filipino and Ameri:
can hostages

Ten of their hostages, 1n

luding am American, were
selicaded one after (he other
(e past two weeks when the
sovernment wrned down their
demund for two Mulaysians to
At us negonalors.

Seven Abu Suyyal Kidnap
pers were Killed and four others
were wounded in oo series of
gunbattles with povernment
forces in the jungles of Basilan
the past  Tour wecks

by BEN CAL

Abu Sayyal fatalities could
be more but their hodies were
apparently dragged by their
comrades as they always do

In the on-going operation
apainst the Abu Sayyal Group
(ASG), 16 soldiers were Killed
and 56 others were wounded
during the same period

Villanueva said the stepped
up drive againsl the terrorisl
group has made 4 breakthrough
following the capiure of
Abdullah Yusof, alias Boy
Iran/Mulu Abdullah. the Abu
Sayyal’s intelligence olficer

Yusol's arrest in
Zamboanga City last week was
made after an Abu Sayyal
sympathizer pinpointed the
hideout of Boy lran who is
wanted for a series ol heinous
crimes

Boy lran was presented 1o
the media during o press con-
ference at the Commissioned
Officer’'s Club in Camp
Aguinaldo

“With Yusol's urrest, the
ASG had been deall o severe
blow," Villanueva said.

“I1 proves that (he reward
system ol the government s
cliective as more and mare
informants reveal (wheren
bouts) of the Abu Sayyil
members,” he added,

Armed Forces spokesmar
Brig. Gen, Edilberto Adan sad
the informer will be piven one
million pesos lor the capture
of Boy lran

Military intelligence records
show that Yusof joined the Abu
Sayyafl in 1991 after lnnmshing
industrial education

As ils intelligence officer
Yusof, together with top lead
ers, organized and built Camp
Al-Madina in Kapayuwarn,
Isabela, Basilan,

In 1994, Abdullah and six
others conducted a spate ol
bombing activities on Vvilal
government installations hnd
kidnapped foreign nalionals in
Metro Manila;

They Bbembed the Manila
Doméstic "‘Alrport bul ao vne
wans hurl and damage wis
minimal.

The group of Yusal was
also lagged in the gar bomb
attack on o shopping center in
Zambonnga City alo in [994

Villanueva niso said that (he
recent activity of Boy fran was
when he delivered o Kadully
Janjalani two 90min recoilless
rifles with 2ight rounds ol
gmmunitton during the Butile
apainst government forees i
Punoh Mohadje. Basilan lust
vear. (I'NA)
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