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HOUSE SPEAKER MANUEL VILLAR IS PIT

SUGAR | AGAINST THE EXECUTIVE OVER THE

PRICE | PORK ISSUE. BUT HIS RESISTANCE TO OFFEND

THE PRESIDENT COMPEL OTHER SOLONS TO MAKE
PEAKS | TgqE MOVE. WHAT'S TO BECOME OF THE 1999

BUDGET? « An editorial report by ERIC S. GIRON
PAGE

et o]

President Joseph
"Erap" Ejercito Esrada
speaks before members
of the 37th Colombo
Plan Consultative Com-
mittee Meeting which he
opened last week at the
New World Hotel in
Makati City. The three-
day meeting discussed
matters concerning the
Colombo Plan region
which include the impor-
tance of technical train-
ing in economic devel-
opment and current poli-
cies, priorities and prob-
lems in technical train-
ing by member
countries (Malacafiang




More than just casinos

classrooms P>~
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and [n the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just built from incomgremited to the President’s Social
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the Fund, providing leaming facilities ta thousands of
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs, Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education. millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.
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Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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'"EXECUTIVE SHOWDOWN
WITH HOUSE PRESSED

By ERIC S. GIRON

OME House Representatives are persistently promoting a showdown
between Speaker Manuel Villar with President Joseph Estrada over
his removal of Pork barrel items in the guise of countrywide
development fund, congressional initiative allocations and public works
funds because of revenue shortfall.

The House members
listed ‘‘Executive transgres-
sions”’ on Congress pre-
rogatives such as juggling
funds from the Reserve
Control Account for some
other use without Congress
approval, the Department of
Budget and Management
withholding of P6 billion
Education funds for class-
rooms in 1998, and P1 bil-
lion for salary subsidies of
private school teachers.

The public works depart-
menls refusal to release
funds for classroom con-
struction from the P6 bil-
Iton appropriated by the
Tenth Congress has wors-
ened the backlog n build-
ing additional classrooms
So far, P77 million has been
spent for more classrooms.

President Estrada’s im-
pounding of allocations for
Congress® projects was
challenged by Camarines
Sur Rep. Rolando Andaya
Jr., saying there 1s no law
authorizing him or the DBM
to withhold allocations for
projects contained in the
national budget. He said a
shortfall in revenue collec-
tion is no legal basis for
Malacafian to withhold the
funds

Rep. Andaya should be
able to point out where the
Execulive can scrape up
funds just so he can have
his pork barrel

TEAM VILLAR
members hand-
picked by Speaker Villar for
his *'team Villar™ to improve
the House image left by
Capiz Rep. Manuel Roxas
Ir, will receive a bigger pork
barrel share than the other
lawmakers, Palawan Rep.
Alfredo Abueg, deputy
Speaker for lLuzon, dis-

Some

closed.

Another team member,
Rizal Rep. Gualberto Dauvit,
is focusing on some P9 bil-
lion pork to finance a dam
and major road network in
Rizal province.

By tradition, chairmen of

budget committees in the
House and-the Senate get
bigger pork allocations,
next only to the Speaker
and Senate president
Abueg is speculating on
extracting more funds from
the infrastructure alloca-
tfions of the public works.
interior and local govern-
ments departments

The 217 district con-
gressmen have provisions
in the 1999 P579.5 million
budget for P30 million ba-
sic pork barrel each. But
they propose to lobby for
more.
PARTY-LIST MEMBERS

I'he sgovernment has to
allocate P155.8 million more
for the salaries and perks
of 20 percent party-list rep-
resentatives in the House
the Commission on
llections proclaimed 38
more to bring their total
number to 52

after

The Comelec ignored the
requirement under Repub-
lic Act 7941 that party-list
members must garner al
least two percent voles just
so the 52 seats can be filled
up :

[However, three of those
who got the required two
percent votes are demand-
ing that the Comelec annul
the proclamation of the 38
got than two

percenl vole.

who less

The party-list nominees
of political parties who will
further dilute the IHouse
membership were elected in

the spirit of gerrymander-
ing, a term that means the
division of dis-
tricls to maximize voling
strength of the party in
power while the opposition
votes are concentrated in
a mimmum number of dis-
tricts

election

I'he term "gerrymander-
ing" origmnated 1n 1812
when Elbndge Gerry was
the governor of Massachu-
setls, Gerry's opponent
remarked that odd-shaped
Essex County, newly re-
drawn into a district,
"looked like a salamander.”
Another retorted, "Better
call 1t Gerrymander."

Thus the legislative
abuse of power by chang-
ing election boundaries had
been in practice longer than

Villar has shown reluctance to offend the President so that legis-
lators on their own initiative are asserting Congress power over the
nation’s pursestrings. House representatives are challenging the
President’s withholding of the release of P37
items for lack of funds.

the term "gerrymandering "

Now the party-list rep-
resentatives want an equal
chunk of the P579.5 billion
1999 budget as that given
the regular members. When
secloral
were

representatives
appointed by the
President in the Tenth
Congress, they were al-
lowed to identily only P5
million trade and industry
department livelihood
projects while district mem-
bers received a minimum
P12 milhon pork barrel.

. Party-list Rep. Leonardo
Montemayor claims there is
no marked difference be-
tween party-list and district
congressmen, But he noted
abuses in the use of the
CDF, CIA, and public works
disbursements. These have

been abolished in favor of
a much bigger P30 million
pork barrel for cach legis-
lative district whether or not
there 1s an urgent need for
118
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REPATRIATING
MARCOS LOOT POSES
PROBLEM

The banks in Switzerland
where the fabulous millions
of ill-gotten dollars from war
claims payments and other
such government resources
were stashed by Ferdinand
E. Marcos have been pin-
pointed by lawyers of
10,000 claiming to be mar-
tial law and human rights
violations victims. But how”
to repatriate the deposits
poses a problem,

Lawyers Roberf Swift

“land

billion in pork barrel

and Rod Domingo Jr. who
represent the claimants are
pressing for the hiring of a
competent Swiss lawyer like
Martin Kurer who helped
the Philippine government
recover P540 million in
various depositories in
Switzerland and has swelled
to $600 million with inter-
ests ever since it was trans-
ferred last year to the Phil-
ippine National Bank.

The existence of $13.5
billion gold deposits of
former President Marcos
and his wife Imelda in sev-
eral Swiss banks are con-
tained in seven folders of
documents discovered at
the Union Bank. of Switzer-
by Ambassador
Tomas Syquia. Syquia fur-

(Next page, please)
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RICE, SUGAR IMPORTS: To case crunch?

nished Presidential Commis-
sion on Good Government
Chairman Felix de Guzman

(who was ousted by Presi-

dent Estrada) the docu-
ments including coded ac-
gounts and serial numbers
_eof the Marcoses.

Syquia had submitted
these documents to the
Swiss Ministry of Justice
and Police to help recover
the money after an RP-
Swiss agreement signed in
1991 provided for Interna-
tional Mutual Assistance in
Criminal matters. De
Guzman said the documen-
tary evidence found by
Syquia have been submit-
ted to the Swiss authorities.

The services of foreign
lawyers hired to help the
commission have been ter-
minated due to lack of
funds, But lawyers
Domingo and Swifl have
tracked down Marcos ac-
counts in Bank Julius Baer,
Credit Suisse and Swiss
Banking Corp. They admit,
however, the difficulty of
recovering the deposits
because of the highly se-
cretive Swiss banking sys-
tem, which they say 1s still
in connivance with the
Marcoses and their cronies
"to prevent the recovery of
the loot because thev ben-
efit from the large interests
of the deposits."

Domingo and Swift filed
a civil contempt case
against the powerful Swiss
banks last year with the US
district court of Los Ange-

les where the banks main-
tain branehes. The US
court ruled in favor of the
claimants.

But the lawyers with-
drew their case when key
witnesses among Swiss
bank employes and Liech-
tenstemn lawyer Peter Ritter
retracted earlier testimonies
on the existence of the
Marcos accounts appar-
ently because they were
pressured by Swiss bank of-
ficials.

They also claimed former
President Fidel Ramos has
an account at Bank Julius
Baer but Ramos denied
this. The Swiss bankers
would neither confirm nor
deny this.

Domingo pointed out the
Philippine  government
would not have been able
to recover the $540 million
accounts of the Mgrcos if
Kurer was not hired to help
them. So he is urging the
government to employ the
services of a foreign law-
yer to help in the recovery
effort.

e o o
KIDNAPPING
UNABATED

The Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front sought to clear
itself [rom suspicion in
participating in the spate of
ransom  kidnappings in
Mindanao and in Luzon by
announcing it was condueting
its own campaign to liberate
Italian Fr. Luciano Benedetli
and 15 other kidnapping vic-
tims.

The two other groups cn-
gaged in kidnapping arc the

Moro National Liberation
Front which styles itself as
fighting for Mushm autonomy
from Philippine government
rule, and the smaller but more
fanatical Abu Sayyal,

The MILF vice chairman,
Ghadzali Jaafar, said his group
is concentrating on freeing Fr.
Benedetti who was reported
by his captors to be alive and
not on hunger sirike before at-
tending to the others.

Benedetti's relatives
coursed a letter from Rome
through the Philippine Em-
bassy there saying they were
worried because of confusing
reports about the priest. The
Pontifical Institute for Foreign
Missions spokesman, Rev,
Nicola Mapeli, said
Benedetti's family expressed
thanks for President Estrada's
personal concern fro the
priest's welfare and urged that
greater effort be exerted to
cnsure his safe and sound
release.

Schoolmarm Manina Musa
was rescued by police hours
after she was abducted by
suspeets Omar Mohammad
and Jaime Anami who were
arrested. Two of their com-
panions escaped.
MILLIONS IN RANSOM

I'he notorious KIFR Gang
1s said to have amassed
126,580,000 in ransom
money extracled from fami-
lies of Kidnapping victims, It
18 smd to have collected PRO
million in ransom this year
alone

Hunted as leader of the
gang held responsible for
snatching businessman
Willvson Ong and delivering
his dead ‘body in front of the
family factory on October 4
is Amado Buecala Jr. after 11
gang members were rounded
llp

Three abducted victims
who were freed in separate
operations by the police at
Villa Sol Subdivision 1n
Balibago, Angeles City were
La Suerte Garments and Nevo
Jeans owner Allan Go Ang
(snatched Sept. 23) and George
Co, owner of Phil. Industrial
Plastic Corp. on Oct, 4. Boih
establishments are in
Caloocan City.

The third victim freed was
Joseph Mondreal, owner of
dwKH radio station al
Alabang. with "his driver
Daniel Annam on Oct, 6.

The gang also abducted
Lawrence Chu, Herbert Chan
and Anthony Lim, Jimmy
Ong, Grace Tagudin and two
others, Raymund Rivera and
other wealthy businessmen

Four Kidnappers who were
said to have shot dead
Willvson Ong captured in
Quezon  were Genceroso
Nuevo, Richard Ordofiez.
Sonny Castante and Eddic
Obtiballa. Also arrested was
Mamerto Obtinalla, keeper of
the salchouse where Ong was
detained, Ernesto Cave, James
and Charlic Bucala. A ninth
caplive accompanied the po-
lice on a follow-up mission.

e @ o
RICE, SUGAR
IMPORTED TO BRING
DOWN PRICES

Prices of basic food com-
modities have soared with
extensive damage wrought by
successive typhoons Emang.
Gading and Ihang on 483,000
metric tons ol palay without
the destruction by typhoon
Loleng bemg factored m

Palay. corn, vegetable crops
and fisheries and livestoek
produce suffered P1.67 billion
loss. The Philippines sinee the
start of 1998 has imported
21656 million metric tons of

rice but the little more than
1.5 million metric tons of rice
in government warchouses are
good for only 73 .days. The
National Food Authority can
import 75,000 MT up to the
end of 1998,

President Joseph [strada
ordered the importation of
300,000 metric tons of rice and
50,000 MT of refined sugar
to make up for the market
shortage. The order was is-
sued after Agriculture Sce.
William Dar warned agricul-
ture may not be able to sus-
tain the growth of the staples
in the last quarfer of 1998
because of the extensive ty-
phoon ravage.

The time to worry about
cscalating sugar prices is not
now when there is a real and
acute shortage but when the
imported sugar starts arriving,
is refined and enters the local
market. Two provineial board
members of the country's
foremost  sugar-producing
province said it is not hoard-
ing that causes sugar prices
to skyrocket because there is
none to hoard.

In Negros itself, sugar sells
at P42 a Kilo because of the
drought caused by El Nifio.
Board Member Jesus
Colmenares said the govern-
ment has approved a total of
350,000 metric tons of sugar
to be imported to stabilize
prices,

With the start of the mill-
ing season and the refining of
imported stocks, sugar indus-
Irv quarters hope sugar prices
will
levels by December. But at
this time., Chairman, Angelito
Colmenares of the Negros
Occ. trade and industry com-
mittee, sugar prices should be
closely monitored because
businessmen will try to take
advantage of the situation

e o e

COCAINE IN DOLL

SEIZED

A mechanical doll and two
bouquets of artificial flowers
sent by airmail from Sao
P’aolo, Brazil was claimed by
a pregnant woman, Merlyn
Basa, 26, residing in Makati
who said the package was
addressed to her Nigerian
husband who had sent her to
retricve il

The padded parcel was
found to contain P30 million
worth of cocaine by Customs
and Postal authorities. It was
the third contraband shipment
seized in 20 days. Coinciden-
tally, the two carlier ship-
ments ol heroine and cocaine
were consigned 1o the same
Nigerian who was due for
arrest Oct. 27 at Basa's ad-
dress but he had fled the coop

I'he earlier drug shipments
were consigned to Minda
Suntos of Mandaluvong who
is now in jail. The heroin

return to near normal -

package arrived first from
Bangkok Oct. 9. The cocaine
shipment [rom Brazil came on
Oct. 19. Santos said both
parcels belonged 1o her Nige-
rian husband who by that time
was hiding in Japan, Customs
Collector Celso Templo was
informed.
e o e
MORBID JOKE

That was a rather morbid
pre-Halloween joke publish-
ing an obituary of Charlie
(Atong) Ang on October 25
in the Philippine Daily In-
quirer saying he was lying in
state at the Loyola Memorial
Chapels in Makati and would
be cremated at the Manila
Memorial park at 8 a.m. Oct.
il.

Ang did not think it funny
at all that his 68-year-old
mother and his family feared
this was a death threat and
his children were afraid to
leave the house for fear they
might beé kidnapped. Ang said
he knew of no enemy who
might have done it unless
someone envious of his close
ties with President Estrada did
it

Whoever had the 6 cms. by
ten cms. obituary published
on page 19, section B of the
Oct. 30 PDI can be sued for
libel because it imputes a
wrong condition, says Justice
Sec. Serafin Cuevas. Ang's
lawyer was determining how
much damage had been
wrought on the family's suf-
fering by the publication. The
case was slated to be filed
with the Pasig: prosecutor's
office because Ang's San Juan
residence falls under his ju-
risdiction.

Since 1995, Ang said the
PDI had been publishing un-
founded articles calling him a
bigtime gambling and drug lord.
e said this intended to ruin
his reputation although they
were not true, and were pri-
marily aimed at discrediting
the President.

"But now they are killing
me, Ang complained, saying
he could not tolerate the ef-
fect on his family, He learned
of his "death" when two tele-
vision anchors called him up
to verify the newspaper obitu-
ary.

Since then Ang said his
house had been swamped with
fraptic calls from friends in
the provinces who wanted to
come to Manila for his fu-
neral.

Somebody wanted 1o send
him a wreath. Ang said he had
rceeived an apology from
Inguirer cditor Letty
Magsanoc who promised to
conduct an internal investiga-
tion in her newspaper. But
Ang said he doubted the oul-
come of the inquiry into the
obit on which his photograph
was superimposed, which may
not be able to pin down the
prankster
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CULTURAL TABOOS MAKE WOMEN MORE
SUSCEPTIBLE TO AIDS, STUDIES SHOW

By PAUL ICAMINA

VERY morarlistic culture where talkinga bout sex in public is taboo
makes women in Bohol susceptible to sexually transmitted diseases

such as AIDS:

The women also have a low level of
knowledge about AIDS, a fact that may
also be the lot of the rest of their sisters
in the Philippines.

““The cultural factor is a significant
determinant in HIV (the virus that causes
AIDS) infection,”’ said Reyna Tirol-Clavano
of the University of Bohol (UB) who made
a study early this year on the implications
of local cultural beliefs to HIV/AIDS pre-
vention. She presented her findings dur-
ing the recent 3rd Philippine National Con-
vention on AIDS.

She pointed out that women consid-
ered as taboo talking about sex in public.
They tend to reject non-traditional sex style
and refuse the use of condoms during oras
sex.

Men’s power in heterosexual sex is
prominent due to the women’s lack of
sbility in expressing their rights. Women
said they submit to the decision of hus-
bands because that is what the Bible says.
., ““The religiousness of the people in the
‘community placed women in a powerless
status,”’ Tirol-Clavano said. Gender roles
reflect power relationship between men and
women, she said, and gender inequality
is a very important component for a strat-
egy of women’s empowerment.

It is a fact that gender inequality lies
behind sexual relations through which HIV
can be transmitted, she added. ‘‘These
cultural beliefs then put women more vul-
nerable to HIV infection,”’ Tirol-Clavano
said.

According to another study presented
in the convention, Boholano women have
a low level of knowledge on HIV/AIDS.
A survey of 183 women made by Sheila
Margarette L. Jala, also of UB, found that
60 percent did not know how to prevent
HIV infection.

Some 67 percent responded that HIV

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of
decedent Spouses Mateo de Leon and Trinidad
Laconsay, consisting Lot 10-A, (LRC) Psd-321203,
approved as a non-subdivision project, being a
portion of Lot 10, Blk. 21, Psd-57020, L.R.C.
Record No. 7680) situated in the District of
Bago Bantay, Quezon City, as described and
embraced in TCT No. 182024 of the Register of
Deeds of Quezon Cily, conlaining an area of
101.40 sq. m. Is the subject of an Affidavil of
Adjudication by their heirs Cely Laconsay de
Leon, Teresita L. de Leon and Maleo Russiano
de Leon, Jr. in equal shares; Maleo Russiano
de Leon, Jr. having waived his rights and inter-
esi thereto, bafore Notary Public Carlito V.
Sembrano ' of Quezon City as Cod. No. 5665;
Page No. 13; Book No. IX; Series of 1998,
pursuant to Section 1 of Rule 74 of the Rules
of Courl.
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couldn’t be transmitted through hetero-
sexual sex, 70 percent believed that HIV/
AIDS can be cured, and 67 percent said
HIV/AIDS is a punishment from God.
However, 73 percent of respondents con-
sidered AIDS as a dreadful disease that
should be avoided. Another 70 percent
said that people with AIDS should be
isolated.

The survey -- of women aged 15 to 29
years was made from August to Septem-
ber in Tagbilaran City -- found there was
no relationship between educational at-
tainment and knowledge about HIV/AIDS.

““The low level of knowledge suggests
that women of Tagbilaran City are vul-
nerable to HIV/AIDS,"" said Jala, ‘‘hence
the need for establishing an education
program on HIV/AIDS targeting women.”’

But despite the vulnerability of
Tagbilaran women to HIV infection, very
few organizations have responded to the
problem. This is ‘‘because of the very

moralistic culture of the people,’” said -

Rowena B. Redulla of the UB Family Care
and Lying-in Center.

The Center has integrated HIV/AIDS
prevention in its family planning program.
During counseling, sexuality and HIV/
AIDS are emphasized. More sexuality-re-
lated problems that cause vulnerability to
HIV/AIDS are identified. Women started
to talk on sensitive issues like safe sex.

““The provision of family planning ser-
vices to clients serves as an entry point
in introducing HIV/AIDS prevention,”
Redulla said.

UB has also integrated HIV/AIDS pre-
vention in its sociology and guidance cur-
ricula. Instructors underwent training on
basic HIV/AIDS prevention, sexuality,
counseling, and gender sensitivity. A se-
ries of curriculum review followed after
which 19 hours of community work was
included.

LEGAL NOTICE

Motice is hereby given that the eslate of
the late MATEO DE LEON, consisting of Lot 2-
C with fin area of 140.60 sq.m., as described
and embraced In TCT No. 154133 of the Reg-
ister of Deeds of Quezon City and Lot No. 33-
B-2, containing an area of 107 sq.m., both located
al Brgy. Pag-asa, Quezon Cily as desoribed
and embraced In TCT No, N-155772 of the Registel
of Deeds of Quezon City, are the subject of an
Affidavit of Adjudication among his heirs Cely
L. de Leon, Teresita L. de Leon and Maleo
Russiano de Leon, Jr. before Notary Public Carlilo
V. Sembrano of Quezon City as Doc. No. 857
and MNo. 958, respectively, Page 13, Book No.
IX: Series of 1998, pursuani to Section 1] of
Rule 74 of the Rules of Court.
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WOMEN: Endangered by cultural taboes.

Students were mobilized to disseminate
information on HIV/AIDS prevention to
pilot communities. Part of their practicum
was a house-to-house campaign and small
group discussions in the community.
According to Myra Pacaldo-Espino of UB,
the inclusion of HIV/AIDS concepts in the
curricula ensured continuity of prevention
programs from schools to communities.

““Teachers and students can be mobi-

‘lized through training in the implementa-

tion of HIV/AIDS program for urban

women,”” said Nuevas T. Montes of UB.
Her program involved mobilizing 30 clini-
cal instructors on reproductive health
subjects in the nursing and midwifery
courses.

All instructors are now active commu-
nity educators. About 108 students also
conducted HIV/AIDS prevention seminars
in Tagbilaran City while 60 students con-
ducted group discussions among 500
women in two city barangays. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commentaries)
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Notice Is hereby given thal the eslate of
the late LELIA R. SABINIANO and MOISES B.
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G. Ramos, as Doc, No. 13; Page No. 4; Book
No. 40; Series of 1996
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26, Book No. XXXIV, Series of 1898 of the Nolarial
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MORE FOREIGN INVESTMENTS
IN LOCAL TELECOMMUNICATION

By NICK REBONG

MORE foreign investments
will pour into the domestic
telecommunications industry
once Senate Resolution 187,
which concurs in the ratifica-
tion of the Fourth Protocol
to the General Agreecment on
Trade in Services (GATS)
under the World Trade Orga-
nization (WTO), is passed.

Sen. Blas Ople, chair of the
Scnate committee on foreign
relations and sponsor of the
resolution, made this asscss-
ment during a recent delibera-
tion on the measure. The
committee has reported out SB
187 as Committec Report 41.

Interpellated by Senate
Minority Leader Teofisto
Guingona, Ople said adhering
to the Fourth Protocol would
assure existing and forthcom-
ing investors that the coun-
try has a predictable telecom-
munications policy

He cited that foreign in-
vestments in telecommunica-

tions increased to P245 bil-
lion in 1997 from P81 billion
in 1993,

Ople noted that the First
Protocol to the WTO agree-
ment covers financial services,
value-added telecommunica-
tions, transport services, and
tourism; the Second Protocol
covers commitments in bank-
ing; the Third Protocol cov-
ers commitments in the move-
ment ol natural persons; and
the Fourth Protocol covers
commitments in basic lele-
communications services,

Under the Fourth Proio-
col, he said, the big players
like the Philippine Long Dis-
tance Telephone Co, have the
prerogative 1o team up with
a foreign company that wants
to establish branches i1n the
Philippines

Ople pointed out, however,
that while a foreign company
may account for 40 percent
of the total equity in a pub-

lic utility company, the of-
ficers should be Filipinos

On the observation that the
services would be provided
only by the players benefited
most by business alliances, he
replied that part of the sov-
creignty of the Philippines is
to require that in business
alliances with foreigners, the
real benefits should be re-
tained by Filipinos.

During the same delibera-
tion, Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile
argued that cven without ad-
hering to the Fourth Proto-
col, the Philippines has de-
veloped telecommunications to
such an extent that it is now
al par with those of the rest
of the world.

Ople agreed, adding how-
cver that the Fourth Protocol
would give the country bet-
fer access to the latest global
technology especially where
strategic  partnerships arc
forged between local entrepre-

JOSEFA MARCELO SANTOS,

- Versus -

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 106, QUEZON CITY

IN THE MATTER 'OF THE CHANGE OF
NAME OF JOSEFA MARCELO SANTOS
TO GERTRUDE MARCELO SANTOS,

Petitioner,

THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRY OF MANILA,
Respondent.

ORDER OF HEARING

In a verified Petition, Josefa Marcelo Santos, thru Counsel, prayed that after due notice, publication
and hearing, Judgment be rendered by changing the name appearing In her record of birth from
JOSEFA MARCELO SANTOS to GERTRUDE MARCELO SANTOS

The Petition alleges inter alia: ‘

Petitioner is a Filipino, of legal age, and a resident of No. 28 Pugad Lawin St., Project 8, Quezon
City; that she was born on November 19, 1952 in the City of Manila to Sps, Jose Santos and

SP. PROC. NO. Q-98-35633

Demetria Marcelo, as per her Certificate of Live Birth; that when she secured copy of said certificate
of live birth she was surprised to discover that her name was erroneously entered as JOSEFA
MARCELO SANTOS, such error was committed by the informant which Is the midwife who assisted
when her mother gave birth; that her parents thought that what was registered as her name was
GERTRUDE MARCELO SANTOS, so that she was enrolled by her parents in the elementary school
until College and even when she gained her employment she used sald name; that this Petition
is not resorted to for the purpose of committing any illegal of fraudulent acts for establishing filiation,
or giving false impression of family relationship or to cause prejudice to anyone; that to avoid
confusion, petitioner prays for the change of her name from Josefa Marcelo Santos to Gerlrude
Marcelo Santos.

It appearing that the Petition is sufficient in form and in sybstance, the same [s hereby glven
due course and Is hereby set for hearing on April 5, 1999 at 8:30 a.m., at which date and time
any interested person may appear and show cause, If any, why the Petition should not be granted

Let copy of this Order be published at the expense of the petitioner In "We Forum'', a newspaper
of general circulation in Quezon City and in Metro Manila selected by raffle pursuant to P.D. 1079,
once @ week for three (3) consecutive weeks, the last of which, shall be made at least four (4)
months before the said hearing. . "

Notify the Office of the Solicitor General, the petitioner and Counsel, City Civil Registrar of
Quezon City and Manila, who may, If desired, file within fifteen (15) days fram receipt hareof or
from the date of publication their oppesilion thereto

The petitioner is hereby ordered te furnish the Office of the Solicitor General within five (5) days
from racelpt hereof a copy of her Petition and its annexes and manifest to this Court compliance
herewith,

SO ORDERED.

Quezon City, 19 October 1998

NATIVIDAD G. DIZON
Judgoe
WE FORUM
Oct. 26, Nov. 2 & 9, 1998

neurs and forcign investors.

Lnrile also said that the
Philippines is capable to ac-
cess any technology that en-
tails only matter of cost.

Ople explained that al-
though the country could buy
technology al market at stan-
dard market rates, it would be
reassuring that the country
could join the mainstream. The
70 signatorics to the Fourth
Protocal account for $1 tril-
lion in combined traded goods
and services.

Enrile asked how the for-
eign players would be pro-
tected in the domestic mar-
ket

Ople replied that the
Fourth Protocol is in the
nature of a multilateral agree-
ment requiring the signatories
to be more open by calling
cach other’s attention to
possible breaches of the pro-
visions of the agreement

Enrile stressed that a pn-
mary clement of the WTO
agreement, both in goods and
services, is the mosti-favored-

e

OPLE

nation clause prohibiting a
member-country from dis-
criminating another member-
couniry.

e asked whether there is
a local telecommunications
company that can operate in
the United States. Great Brit-
ain, Japan, China or Europe
and enjoy a most-favored-
nation lreatment

Ople replied that a more
realistic situation would be for
the firm to invest in Vietnam
or Indonesia,

By committing themsclves
lo the GATS, no member-
country will apply any mea-
sure affecting (rade in basic
teleccommunications in such a

GUINGONA

manner that would improve
its negotiating position and
leverage.

The GATS has three basic
principles.

First, it covers all services
except those provided in the
exercise of governmental au-
thority

Second, there should be no
discrimination in favor of
national providers -- the na-
tional treatment principle.

Third, there should be no
discrimimation between other
members of the agreement —
the most-favored-nation prin-
ciple.

¢ Manila Newsfeatires

and Commentaries

BIGGER

THE global **food gap’’
will more than double by the
vear 2020, making some of
the world's poorest people
even more  vulnerable to
hunger and possible famine.

The food gap, according to
the International Food Policy
Research Institute (1FPRD, is
the difference between devel-
oping world production and
demand

By 2020, IFPRI says, the
food gap in wheat, rice, corn
and other cereals is expected
1o grow from 94 million tons
in 1993 to 228 million tons.
T'hese cereals are the staples
of most diets in the develop-
ing world,

The report says two ma-
jor factors will contribute to
the growing food gap. One,
the demand for cereals, cs-
pecially for hvestock feed,
will merease rapidly. People
in developing countries nre
expected o consume twice as
much meai i 2020 as ihey
did in 1993, causing demand
lor Teed gramm to double

I'wo, production growth is
projected to slow from 2.3
percent annually in the pe-
riod 1982-1994 to 1.5 percent
in 1993-2020, According fo
IFPRI, this is worrisome
because vield growth rales
from 1982 1o 1994 were al-
ready low compured with

FOOD GAP IN 2020

By PAUL ICAMINA

those experienced durmg
1967-1982 '

With an almost 60 percent
projecied increase in  net
cereal exports between 1993
and 2020, the United States
1s expected (o capture a large
sharc of the increased export
market in cereals, savs **The
Warld Food Situation”’ report
written by Per Pinstrup-
Andersen, IFPRI  Director
General, and 1IFPRI's Rajul
Pandva-Lorch and Mark
Rosegrant

There are several factors
that could lead to greater
fluctuations in food availabil-
ity in various regions around
the world. For example, ce-
real stocks have fallen to low
levels that are below the
margins of safety

Weather MNuctuations, such
as the kI Nifio, affect pro-
duction n  hard-to-predict
ways. Water is likely to be
allocated away from agricul-
ture, Declining soil fertility
in many regions is beginning
to constrain lood production,

lood md and other inter-
national development assis-
tance (rom developed coun-
trics are also falling. Devel-
opments in the two most
populous countries -- China
and India -- could put great
pressure on world food mar-
Kets.

Rapid urbamization in low-
income developing countries
places increasing stress on
food delivery and processing
systems. Civil' strife and
political instability can cul
food production and lead to
widespread hunger and star-
vation.

More volatile grain prices
and reduced stocks could add
to the precarious food situa-
tion for poor people in low-
income countries. As grain
prices were peaking in 1995-
1996, the world's stockpiles
of extra grains plunged to a
20-year low of 250 million
tons.

Since then, stocks have
been gradually built up, but
the ratio of stocks to consump-
tion remains below the level
considered by the United
Nations Food and Agricullure
Organization lo provide a
margin of safety nccessary for
world food seccurity

Poor counlries are now
especially vulnerable to all
these [luctuations because
global food mid deliveries in
1996 fell to 7.5 million tons,
less than half of the 16.8
million tons distributed in
1993, and the lowesi amount
ol aid delivered in more than
a decade, the report says,

*» MNC Agri News
Service
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: Malaysia bars RP legislators

HAT business did Philippine legislators have in traveling

to Kuala Lumpur just to witness the trial of a deposed

Malaysian official after Forcign Affairs Sec. Domingo Siazon warned

them to expect the worst including the possibility of being arrested?

The trip was not sanctioned by the House of Representa-

tives, Speaker Manuel Villar made clear to an original group
of 13 congressmen who proposed to go.

Sec. Siazon cautioned Reps. Heherson Alvarez (Isabela),
Macarambon Benasing (Lanao del Norte) and party-list Rep.
Loretta Ann Rosales (Akbayan) who insisted on going their
trip was “politically sensitive” to Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad’s government which had *’the sovereign right to do
anything to forcigners going to that country.”

But they defied the warnings after RP-Malaysia relations
were strained by President Joseph Estrada’s admonition that
due process be served in the case of his “good friecnd Anwar
Ibrahim” which was supported by Indonesia’s President
Bacharuddin Habibie.

Mahathir had lured Finance Minister and Deputy Prime
Minister Anwar from his conservative Islamic roots into main-
stream politics and was grooming him to perpetuate the Malay
“miracle as his successor. What caused the relationship of the
two men who were devout Muslims and devoted family men to
sour?

Anwar was sacked on Sept. 2 after leading 30,000 Malay-
sians in a rally demanding Mahathir’s resignation as morally
unfit to lead. Anwar’s sympathizers turned the protest rally
into a full-scale riot as they fought back police suppression and
many landed in jail.

Mahathir said he talked to men and women who claimed
having sex with Anwar, who is facing five charges of sodomy
and five cases of graft and corruption. Anwar vigorously de-
nied the charges but Mahathir allowed the sordid details to be
published on front pages of government-controlled newspapers
that shocked straitlaced Malaysian readers.

When the trial opened Monday, the judge reversed Mahathir’s
pronouncement inviting foreign observers by banning a US
Embassy representative and British nationals among six for-
eign diplomats, the Philippine legislators and the local bar council.

A Canadian, two Europeans, Amnesty International and
Human Rights Watch representatives gained access to the court
as part of the public in the 50 seats available. The judge declared

proceedings would be conducted in Malaysia’s bahasa language,
“not in English as Mahathir had led people to believe.

Why all this fuss from House representatives egging Presi-
dent Estrada to file a diplomatic protest against Malaysia for
the snub of three of their members at Anwar’s trial when they
were duly forewarned of the consequences?

Anwar's kangaroo court trial belied Mahathir’s bluff that
under his dictatorship, there can be an independent court despite
_his democratic pretensions in international gatherings.

Grammar

EDITORS are important because they
correct. among other things. lapses in
grammar. and everyone. great wrilers in-
cluded. nced editors because one can’l
sunply sce the mote in his cyves. It takes
a mirror (the editor) to sce 1t

It’s bad cnough that some cditorial
writers and columnists like this one violale
grammar. deliberately or otherwrse |
know | do. occasionally maybe. Still, 1

just can’t help but squirm every time |

sce posters and billboards with horrid
grammar and syntax. Like that San Migucl
billboard along Quirino Ayenuc proclaims-
ing " THE GAMES HAVE BEGAN' (not
BEGUN). and this one near our subdi-
vision, “"THIS IS A NATIONAL ROAD
AWAITING FOR . " (not "WAITING
FOR™)

Remember ex-Mavor Lim of Manila?
THE LAW APPLIES TO ALL OR NONE
AT ALL?

Well, liven Nick

Joaquin, m some of his articles, commil

we're still huwnan

lapscs
(L LR
Speaking of lapses, I'm sorry the word
erudition in my previous column appeared
erudicarion.. There's no such word as

ONE’S WORTH

erudication, is there? There were other
typo errors, but I think that was the worst.

I was talking about a senator who hap-
pens to write columns, known for his ver-
bosity. His Honor can’t just write and
say things dircetly, briefly and clearly.

TIT Ll

The her monthis are alwavs the most tinng
and expensive months, We have all kinds
of leasts in this period, and just about
everyone is 1 a spending mood.

Good 1 there's enough to spend.

Often | tell friends that how I wish we
could postpone the ber months, especially
this yvear when we just have had lliang and
[Loleng

Oh ves, many of our counirymen in
Central Luzon and Bicol me still suffering
from [loods and* hunger and sickness be-
cause ol the typhoons, -

Remembering them 1s a must. At least
in our prayers
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MANY months ago, I read a news
story saying that if all the moisture
generated by a strong typhoon were
collected, the Philippines would have
enough water to cover its needs for
one year,

Lacking any starting point to ‘argue
from, I am compelled to accept this
assertion as gospel. Considering the
tremendous volume of 4vater which our
last two super-typhoons generated, 1
can only wonder why the domestic
water industry, which is enjoying a
boom unlike any seen in previous years,
hasn’t floated water-collecting balloons
up to the rainclouds to cash in on the
bonanza.

ok ok

Everywhere you look, you find water
being merchandised on a scale and with
an intensity exceeding the rush for lotto
tickets before the early evening dead-
line. It's available in plastic bottles,
demijohns, old liquor bottles, five gallon
containers, the works. The labels say
the contents come from pure moun-
tain strecams, from high technology

* LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given that the estate of
the late BAYANI M. DELA VEGA, who died in
Quezon City in 1980, has been extrajudicially
settied among their heirs in a document entitled
“Extrajudicial. Settlement of Estate With Sale"
before Notary Public Atty. Cheryl L. Morales,
as per Doc. No. 228; Page No. 47; Book No.
Iil; Series of 1998.
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The water bonanza

distillation plants, from Mother Nature’s

own fountainheads. The idea that some

of this water may have come from

Nawasa reservoirs hardly ever intrudes.
(e )

Indeed, to coin a phrase, we arc
literally swimming in occans of water.
Water everywhere, but only droplets
to drink.

In some households, people can have
at any single time five or more differ-
ent kinds of water. One trickles out of
our Nawasa pipes. Sometimes this water
has the color, touch and fecel (but not
the taste) of weak decaffeinated cof-
fee. Other times it runs so clear you
forget about waterborne discases and
drink straight out of the faucet.

In some backyards, people may have
another kind of water. It is stored typi-
cally in old 55 gallon drums and con-
tains rainwater patiently collected from
roof gutters and leaks in the ceiling,
The barrel is never full because upheat
health bounds keep stirring up the
surface. That’s to give notice to any
resident dengue fever mosquitoes it is

time to cvacuate.
e o ok ok o

On some rooftops, a few people man-
aged, when the peso was much closer

to the old dollar exchange rate, to erect,

a small water tank to store Nawasa
water. Today the rooftop collector has
become a symbol much like the Expo
pavilion in Pampanga. It has become
a white clephant, and nobody is cer-

tain what use we should make of it.

In my home we have a curious
gadget that contains yet another kind
of water, It looks for all the world like
the top quarter of a flat-bottomed hot
dog. It has a plastic body and a
plexiglass section and the apparatus is
topped by an opening through which
tap water (when available) is poured.
A simple press-down spigot is sup-
posed to give us clear, crystal pure
water: colorless, odorless, tasteless and
calorie-frec.

This device received its share of
household praisc for one day and then
was promptly forgotten -- until some-
onc in the water sanitation hierarchy
warned over television that filtering
wasn’t enough. It could screen out
mechanical dirt but not diseasc-carry-
ing viruscs. So we added a second
process -- we boiled our drinking water.

T

Today, like millions of other water
consumers, we are both hexed and
vexed by this curious turn of aquatic
events, We have tried just about ev-
erything: conservation, privatization,
democratization, alienation. We have
even elected good men to public of-
fice, but somewhere along the way they
absorbed water -- in the brain, prin-
cipally.

Our consumption of water is way
below American standards a decade ago:
They used something like 87 gallons
a day then: 24 for flushing, 32 for

0% 00 /
i

bathing, laundry and dishwashing, and
25 gallons for swimming and watering
the lawn. But they used only two gallons
for drinking and cooking -- ‘‘the only
water we actually require to survive,”’
says a water authority.

LA L 3

That may be so. One fact we haven’t
found out: how much water do we
use to clean the family jeep or motor
car? And with La Niiia hovering above
us, \\'hal can we¢ save to lldc us over
dryer periods to come?

Our commercial response -- which
has been to convert the water problem
mto a business -- may have provided
one answer. But this could set danger-
ous precedents. The air we breathe,
despite its increasing pollution, could
be next on the list. And some wise-
acres have remarked that if the trend
toward privatization continues, we might
be obliged at any time to rent the+
Philippines from ourselves.

It’s enough to make you shudder.
Have a last drink of water on the house.
It may be later than we think.

Land Reg. Case No. 21--97

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
4TH MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT OF
ALFONSO-GEN. AGUINALDO
FOURTH-JUDICIAL REGION
ALFONSO, CAVITE

LRA Record No. N-688959

thence
thence
thence
thence
thence
thence N.
thence N.

deg.
deg.
deg.
deg

deg.
deg.
deg.

35'W.,

6.07 m. to point 3;
35'W., 70.98 m.
200W., 61.11 m. to
14'W,, 8593 m. to
16'W., 69.86 m. to
18’E., 71.06 m. to
16'E., 72.00 m.
beginning, containing an area of FIFTEEN THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED FIFTY TWO (15,252)

to point 4;
point 5;
point 6;
point 7;
peint 8;
to point of;

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspl
Village, Makatl City, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila; the Regional
Executive Director, Region IV-DENR L & S Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila; the Hon.
Secretary, Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, the Director,
Bureau of Mines, Pedro Gil St., Malate, the Director, Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Re-
sources, P.O. Box 623, all in Manila; the Hon. Secretary, Department of Agrarian Reform,
P.T.A. Bidg., Elliptical Road, Dilimen, the Director, Forest Management Bureau, Visayas Avenue,
Dlliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor, the Provincial Prosecu-
tor, the General Services Officer, the Provincial Engineer, 4he Public Works and Highways
District Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Mandgement Sector, all In Trece Martires
City, the Municipal Mayor, tha Municipal Council, Alfonso, Cavite; Heirs of Graciano P. Fenol,
Ms. Dolores Peflano both in Caytitinga, Alfonso, Cavite. AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CON-
CERN:

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by CATALINA FENOL BELTRAN,
married to Eustaguio H. Beltran, Brgy. Caytitinga, Alfonso, Cavite. Thru: Atty, Teresito L.
Rosanes, Libertad St. Alfonso, Cavite praying for the registration and confirmation of the title
to the following described land.

A parcel of land (Lot 4770-B of the subd, plan Csd-04-015814-D being a portion of Lot
4770, Cad 466-D Alfonso Cadastre; L.R.C. Record No. ), situated in the Brgy. of Amuyong;
Municipality of Alfonso; Province of Cavite. Bounded on the NE., along line 1-2 by Provincial
Road (16.00 m. wide); on the SE., SW., along lines 2-3-4-5 by Lot 4769 Cad 466-D Alfonso
Cadastre: on the SW., along line 6-7 by Lot 4770-C and on the NW,, along lines 7-8-1 by
Lot 4770-A both of the subd. plan. Beginning at a point marked "1° on plan, being S. 11
deg. S6'W., 6351.40 m. from BLLM No. 1, Cad 466-D Alfonso Cadastre

thence S. 25 deg. 41'E., 120.30 m. to point 2;

SQUARE METERS. All points referred to are Indicated on the plan and are marked on the
ground by P.S. cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 cm; beraings grid; date of original survey, January
1983-July 1984: and that of the subdivision survey, November 12, 1996, and was approve don
April 8, 1997.

You are hereby served this notice to appear before this court at its session to be held at
MCTC ALFONSO. CAVITE, PHILIPPINES on the 24th day of November, 1998 at 1:30 p.m.
then and there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion thereof,
and to submit evidence in support of such claim and unless you appear at sald court at the
time and place aforesaid, your default will be recorded and the title tot he land will be
adjudicated and determined In accordance with law and the evidence before the court and
thereafter you will be forever be barred from contesting said appllcgtion (or petition) or any
decree entered thereon,

Witness: the Hon. JOSE A. MENDOZA, Judge of sald court the 7th day of July, 1988,

Issued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 3rd day of August, 1998,

ATTEST

ALFREDO R, ENRIQUEZ
Adminlistrator
Land Registration Authority
By:
(Sgd.) SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chief, Docket Divislon
A True Copy
(Sgd.) ADELAIDA |. CARAIG
Chief, Publication of Notices Section
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A LOW-COST bamboo-bin
dryer is a better alternative
to drying paddy on the groun
or on the street. :

The bamboo-bin drver is
easy lo operate and install,
with a simple design includ-
ing an automotive fan a one-
half horsepower motor, an
clectric resistor, and a bam-
boo bin. It is portable and
convenient to transport, re-
quiring minimal attention so
that farmers can attend to
other tasks while drving rice.

And it is affordable at
P3.600 per unit. It s also
appropriate for small farms
of half a hectare or less as
it is designed for 10 to 20
cavans of paddy per batch.

The one-ton per batch
bamboo-bin dryer was origi-
nally designed by the Uni-
versily of Agriculture and
Forestry, Ho_Chi Minh City,
Vietnam. The technology was
evaluated at the Philippine

. Rice Research Institute
(PhilRice) in November 1996
before it was brought for trial
to farmers’ fields in llocos
Norte and Cagayan during the
1996 wet season and 1997 dry
season.,

Palay samples having av-
erage 1nitial moisture content
of 19 and 22.5 percent were
dried to 16 and 13 moisture
content, respectively. The
drying time were 42 and 49
hours, respectively, with cor-
responding electric consump-

‘ion of 43 and 46 kilowatt-
hours.

“‘Drying tests showed that
palay at initial moisture con-
tent of 25 percent can be dried
to 13.5 percent in 30 hours
or at a moisture reduction rate
of 0.5 percent per hour,”” says
E.C. Gagelonia, a scnior
science research specialist at
PhilRice’s Rice Engincering
& Mechanization Division
here.

Gagelonia and colleague
E.U. Bautista presented the
findings of the field trials
during a recent regional sym-
posium al the Central Luzon
Agriculture and Resources
Research and Development
Consortium (CLARRDEC).

“Milling analysis also
revealed that the mechanically

dried sample was comparable
with sundried sample in terms
of the milling recovery and
even had a better head rice
‘cav'cry." says Gagelonia.
“SFarmers said that the bam-
boo-bin dryer was betier than
sundrying in terms of capac-
ity, convenience of operation,

and quality of dried paddy.’

While the bamboo-bin
dryer has a higher drving cost
of P12.94 per cavan, the
farmers found it acceptable
since il reduced labor and
allowed them to do other
tasks.

The bamboo-bin dryer
consists of the drying bin
made ol two concentric bam-
boo mals used to store grains.
The smaller mat is wrapped
around a steel bar [rame as
the central duect.

Drying air is provided by
a blower which uses a one-
half horsepower clectric motor
and automotive fan blades. A
l-kilowait ecleetric  heater
(from an clectric stove coil)
slightly raises the tempera-
ture of the drying air.

““Paddy drying is still a
problem of most farmers,”’
says Gagelonia. “*Mechanical
dryers commonly used by
millers and traders are of
medium to large size with
capacities ranging from 6 to
10 tons per batch. Most farm-
ers cannot afford these dry-
ers owing to the high invest-
ment and drying cost.’’

Al present, a |- to 2-ton
per batch flatbed dryer using
kerosene as fuel is available
to farmers. However, this
dryer is not popular because
of high drying cost.

Farmers who have small
holdings of less than half a
hectare usually dry their
harvest on pavements or on
mats, causing the deteriora-
tion of most of their harvest
(MNC Agri News Service)
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GLOBALIZATION VEX
RURAL WOMEN

By GERRY A, CALIMOSO

GLOBALIZATION, the
New World cconomic order,
has brought only misery to
women in the countryside.

For rural women, globali-
zation has only served to
deepen the poverty and vul-
nerability that has long been
their burden, according to
Maria Mendoza, a researcher
from the Philippine Peasant
Institute.

She made the assessment
in a paper titled Gender,
Growth and Globalization.
Women in a Changing Rural
Landscape. A copy of this
paper was obtained by the
Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries.

Mendoza noted that four
vears after the Philippines’
ratification ol the Final Act
of the General Agreecment on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT).
which formally thrists local
agriculture into the free
market, rural women are
already experiencing the
adverse effects of the chang-
ing countryside.

She said the new markel
structure offers rural women,
who are disadvantaged and
impoverished, little chance for
advancement. In its relentless
drive towards globalization,
the government once again
failed to incorporate gender-
fair clauses in laws propel-
ling the entry of the local
cconomy into the international
scene.

Trade liberalization caused
the productivity of native

crops to plummet as these:

- L« s

BAMBOO: Better drying alternative.

could hardly compete with
cheap, heavily subsidized
imports, And the need for
foreign exchange unhinged
investment restrictions and
paved the way for the mush-

rooming of industries, golf

courses and subdivisions in
the rural areas, dislocating
numerous farming communi-
lics,

The vaunted new markets
and job opportunities that the
new trade order would sup-
posedly bring has not mate-
rialized. New difficulties and
challenges brought on by
rapid liberalization only pile
on top of the old troubles that
have long  beleaguered
women

Mendoza pointed out that
when the country rushed

headlong into globalization,
liberalization of trade and
investments literally crippled
the local farming scctor,
saying that low productivity
and increasing poverty are
just a few of the telltale signs
of an ailing sector.

Crop production rose by
mere 2.53 percent in 1997, a
number too small to meet the
demands of a growing popu-
lation. The entry of cheap
imports highlights the inad-
equacy ol countryside produc-
tion for competitive rice and
corn outputs,

And small producers had
to reduce the price of locally
produced crops like ricc and
corn to compete with cheap
nmports.

Mendoza cited that as local

agriculture continues to battle
for survival, women farmers
and wage workers tread a thin
line to retain their livelihood
and sccure their survival.
Unlike the men who can more
casily find work in case of
displacement, women farm-
ers are saddled with the bias
against their sex.

Their coping mechanisms
against market fluctuations
are much more limited com-
pared 1o men. Their skills,
capabilities and opportunities
have remained undeveloped
to adapt to the changing
times.

For the most part, men
farmers are the primary ben-
cficiaries of what limited
support programs and services
government offers. (MNC)

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

Paranaque, Metro Manila

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

- versus - '

FAR EAST BANK AND TRUST COMPANY,

Mortgagee/s

SPS. AVELINO and ERLINDA CERIOLA

Mortgagor/s

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT. NO. 3135

File No. FRE NO. 98-199

As amended by Act. 4118

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

UPON verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act. 4118 filed by Mortgagee/

s FAR EAST BANK AND TRUST COMPANY, with office address at Far East Bank Center, Sen.
G.J, Puyat Ave., Makati City, Mortgagor/s SPS. AVELINO and ERLINDA CERIOLA, with residence
and postal address at Block 1, Lot 4, Galatia St., corner Faith St., Multinational Village, Paranaque
City, to secure payment of the morigage debt which, as of September 30, 1998, amounts to
P8,239,248.97 including/excluding interests, penally charges and all legal fees and expenses in-
cidental to this foreclosure and sale the Executive Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Parganaque,
Metro Manila or her duly authorized Sheriff, will sell at public auction on December 8, 1998 at
10:00 a.m. or soon thereafter, Lobby, Main Entrance City Hall Bldg., Parafiaque City to the highest
bidder and for CASH, in the Philippine currency, the following described real property/ies. with
all its improvement, to wit:
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE TITLE NO. (120926) 72209

"A parcel of land (Lot 1, of the Subd. plan Pcs-13-000664, being a portion of the cons.of
Lots 57-B, (LRC) Psd-317015, and Lot 5-U-2-A, (LRC) Psd-69021, LRC Rec. No. 27857), situated
in the Bo. of Wawa & Balang Munti) La Huerta, Paranaque MM x x x containing an area of ONE
HUNDRED FORTY FOUR (144) SQUARE METERS x x x . e
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE TITLE NO. 44740 -

“A parcel of land (Lot 14, Block 1, of the consolidated and subdivision plan Pcs-04-000257,
being a portion of the consolidation of Lot 2, Psu-140909, Psu-116132, and Blk. 7, Pcs-04-000225,
LRC Rec. Nos. N-19703, N-8181 and N-26), situated [n the Barrio of La Huerta, Paranaque, MM
x x x containing an area of FIVE HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHT (538) SQUARE METERS x x x

All interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title to the said real
propertiy/ies and the encumbrances thereon, (I any there be
Paranaque, Metro Manila, October 29, 1998,

ATTY. CLIMENTE BOLO
Clerk of Court & Ex-Oficio Sheriff
(Spd.) PERICLES U. TELAN
Supervising Sherlff
WARNING
it is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy the notice of EXTRA JUDICIAL SALE
on or before the date of sale under penalty of law.

Copy furnished: All Concernod
WE FORUM
Nov. 8, 16 & 23, 1988




W
FORUM

10

NOVEMBER 9-15, 1998

INDUSTRY-WIDE CLAMOR
FOR METERING SNOWBALLS

By ROD FAJARDO III

THIERIE is now an indus-
try-wide clamor for a meter-
ing system lo bill telephone
services. '

Al least 10 big telccom-
munications carriers -- not
only the Philippine Long
Distance Telephone Co.
(PLDT) -- have come forward
in pushing for metering.

Even the Philippine Asso-
ciation of Private Telephone
Companics Inc. (Paptelco),
which 1s composed of 45
small operators' nationwide,
has joined the bandwagon for
the shift from the flat rate
billing 1o the metered system.

In a public hearing con-
ducted last Tuesday in re-
sponse lo the directive of
President Joseph Estrada to
review the plan, Ponciano
Cruz Jr., chair of the National
Telecommunications Commis-
ston (NTC), cited that aside
from the PLDT, there arc nine
other telccommunications car-
riers applying for a provi-
sional authority to implement
metering.

These carriers are the ICC-
“ Bavan Telecommunications
“Holdings Corp., the Philip-
pine Telephone and Tele-
graph, the Radio Communi-
cations Philippines Inc., the

Capitol Wireless, the Pilipino
Telephone Corp. (Piltel), the
Globe Telecom GMCR, the
Isla Communications Inc., the
Smart Communications Co
Inc., and the Digital Telecom-
munications Philippines Inc
(Digitel).

In fact, Digitel and Piltel
have already been implement-
ing metering in sclected ar-
cas under a lease purchase
agreement with the govern-
ment. Under the 30-year
agreement, Piltel and Digitel
have agreed to purchase gov-
cronment assets for P30 bil-
lion.

In justifying the metering
plan, the carriers explained
that a telecommunications
company breathes through
three revenue sources: the
local service, the national long
distance calls and the inter-
national long distance calls
These sources assure the
companies of a steady growth.

However, in the govern-
ment's bid to make telecom-
munications accessible at af-
fordable rates for the people.
local service is being priced
al a very low rate. Since it
is not payving for itself, local
service has to be subsidized
from the long distance rev-

cnue, Otherwise, the compa-
nics will continue losing
money

Unfortunately. interna-
tional rates are also dropping
because of the US Federal
Communications Commission
(FCC) ruling that accounting
rales must go down f(rom the
previous §1,20 per minute to
the present $0.70 per minute.

The FCC order sets lower
benchmarks for international
rates, which cffectively re-
duced what US carricrs pay
foreign-based telephone com-
panies for connecting calls
from the US.

Miguela Villanueva, senior
manager of the PLDT s pric-
ing division, said the com-
pany is al the losing end as
this has a direct impact on
the income derived from
mternational long distance
sCrvice, and 1n urn, on lIlC
PLDT's operating revenues

The PLDT estimated the
decline in accounting rates to
hit 14 percent in 1997, 21
percent from 1998 until 2000,
and 19 percent by 2001
Accordingly, the company’s
operaling revenues would
decline to P23.45 by the 2001
from P29.06 billion in 1997

In this case, she said it 1s

the local service that must he
adjusted

Accordingly, the PLDT
came up with two measures
concerning the local service
rale of adjustment: one was
the provisional adjustment in
the lixed monthly rate of
about P120 to P512 for the
residential users, and by about
PI180 1o P1,042 for business
subscribers.

The other was local me-
tering. Under this scheme,
residential subscribers will
pay between 10 centavos and
40 centavos per minute in ex-
cess ol the 26 minutes allot-
ted to them daily or 800
minutes daily,

During the hearing, most
of those opposing the plan ex-
pressed uniform sentiments.
saying that while there is
nothing wrong in metering per
se, the mechanics behind its
implementation quite
vague

Michael Chua, executive
director of the Telecommu-
nications Users Group of the
Philippines. noted that the
PLDT should come up with
a specific rate to charge the
subscribers with. sav 10
centavos per minute, and not
between 10 centavos and 40

arc

./’
S8
___,,;:f‘

centavos per minute in ex-
cess of the allotted free time
as stated in the provisional
authority granted by the NTC
to the PLDT

He pointed out that if the
carriers wish to ymplement
metering, then they should do
away with the (lat rate
scheme. “'If thev (carriers) are
going to meter, they might as
well adopt a zero plan, where
there 1s no (lat rate at all and
subscribers will pav only on
a usage-based svstem,”” he
said,

Chua also suggested that
the PLDT adopt the *‘six-
seccond pulse™” instead of the
“‘one-minute pulse’ " in com-
puting the charge raie for the
use of the excess minules.

Ilc explained thai under
the six-second pulse, calls

TELECOMMUNICATIONS: To go metering?

that last less than one minute
will not have to be computed
automatically as equivalent to
a one-minute call

The Philippine Internet
Service Organization (PISO)
agreed with Chua in recog-
nizing that metering in itself
is not bad, saving that it is
needed for the PLDT to sub-
sidize 1ts losses in the drop
of the international account-
ng raics.

However, the PISO sug-
gested that the dominant car- .
rier should choose and imple-
ment only one rebalancing
scheme: the metering plan or
the increase in'its fat rates.
The PLDT should also give
the consumers an option 1o
choose as to which of these
schemes thev prefer subscrib-
ing to. (MNC)

PUREGOLD FINANCE INC.,

- Versus -

of Rizal

Copy furnished:
Fillpinas Estrella et al
Afty. Jose S, Santos, Ji

FILIPINAS A. ESTRELLA, ANA DONNA
ESTRELLA & ANA MARIE ESTRELLA,
Mortgagor/s

Republic of the Philippines

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

City of Makati

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Mortgageels,
EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

“A parcel of land (Lot 2 of the cons

PURSUANT to the terms of the Deed of Rea! Estate Mortgage under date of July 1. 1997
executed by FILIPINAS A. ESTRELLA, ANA DONNA ESTRELLA & ANA MARIE ESTRELLA,
mortgagor/s, in faver of PUREGOLD FINANCE INC,, mortgagee/s, to satisfy the mortgage
debt in the amount of P4,020,085.28xxx as of Aug. 31
Interest, penalties, attorney's fees and other charges together with all lawful fees of fore-
closure sale, the Clerk of Court and Ex-officlo Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Makati
City, heroby announces thal on Nov. 26,
theroafter, In front of the Main Entrance of the CITY HALL OF MAKATI, he or any of his
lawful sheriffs will sell at public auction to the highest bidder and for cash, in Philippine
currency, the following described real properly/ies, with-all its Improvements, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF “TITLE NO. 206601
subd. plan (LRC) Psd-16163, being a portion of Lot
5 6 & 7 Blk. 9 (LRC) Psd-31331, LRC Rec. No. 4469) siluated In the Mun. of Makatl, Prov.
Is, of Luzon, Bounded on the NE., x x % centaining an area of THREE HUNDRED
FIFTY EIGHT (358) SQUARE METERS, more or less."

All Interested parties are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the title to the
sald real property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be

City of Makati, October 19, 1898

1998 at

ENGRACIO M. ESCASINAS, JR
Clerk of Court and Ex-Officie Sherill

- 502 Anonas St., Ayala Alabang Village, Muntinlupa City
- 819 Ylaya St., Binondo, Manila

1998, in Philippine currency, with

10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon

Foreclosure No, 98-126

WE FORUM

Oct. 26, Nov, 2 & 9, 1998

HOUSE SET INVESTMENT BAIT

A PROPOSED law, which
provides a '“hard-to-resist’" bait
1o lure multinational companies
to transfer their regional head-
quarters in the Philippines, is
expected to be one of the first
cconomic  reform  bills 1o
smoothly sail through the House
ol Representalives.

Fresh from the ¢uphoria of
approving the 1999 budget on
overtime despite a raging ty-
phoon last week, the lHouse
cconomics commiltee went back
1o work Monday, called a pub-
lic hearing and ended up learn-
ing there i1s no Strong opposi-
lion 1o giving more incenlives
1o regional corporate headqguar-
ters that may opl to {ind new
lhomes in the country

In their position papers, the
American Chamber ol Com-
merce (Amcham), the Philippine
Association of Multingtional
Companies Regional Headguar-
ters Ine. (PAMURI) and van-
ous government agencies deal-
ing with businessmen hove all
endorsed the proposed law

“We endorse House Bill 290
puthored by House Majority
Leader Munuel A, Roxus 11, It
is closest to the version Upproy ed
by the llouse but the Senate
fuiled to pass,” a spokesman

for PAMURI testiied before

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

members of the commitiee
chaired by Batangas Rep, Ralph
Recto

Recto explaimed during the
hearing that the Roxas’ bill will
be consolidaled with a similar
bill he authored and those filed
by other lawmakers plus the
refinecments suggesied in the
position papers of private busi-
ness groups and concerned gov-
ernmenl agencics

He smid the early approval
of the bill will give the Philip-
pines another cutting edge in its
bid to host regional operating
hieadquarters of transnational
corporations, It jibes well with
the projected early recovery ol
ithe domestic economy from the
regionwide lnancial cnsis

Recto has scheduled further
public hearings durnng the re-
cess 1o fuither polish a ©om-
mon verston on lime for it 1o
be reported out for Moor debate
und approval when Congress
resumes session lollowimg the
All Saints Dav's recess

Common in the bills submil-
ted to the vommitlee lor con-
solidation are the tollowing new
incentives lo be granted to
corporile regional headguarters

e Multiple entry visas 1o
loreign executives, employees
and their minor children that will

be good for three vears.

e [ax-free importation of
personal cffects. home furnish-
ings and appliances. Authorized
importation of used and brand-
new vehicles with appropriate
taxes

e Travel tax exemption.

e Value-added tax exemp-
tion for regional headquarters
and their alien executives.

e Exemption from all kinds
of local licenses, and dutv-free
importation of traming materi-
als and equipment

Foreign companies will also
be asked to f(ork out minimal
mbound capital of $50,000 for
regional  headquarters  or
$200,000 lor regional headquar-
ters. The higher capital require-
menlts for operating regional
headquarters is equivalent Lo the
minimum investment asked ol
regular foreign companies thal
locate in the country and do
busimess here

The mecentives ollered are
over and above the liscal incen-
tives like tax holidays already
enjoved by multinational com-
panies that have alrendy found
home m the Philippines particu-
larly those 1 exporl process-
ing zones and in special eco-
nomic zones. (Manila News-
features and Commentaries)
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‘DATABASE TO IMPROVE TOURISM - STUDY

TO boost tourism indus-
try in the country, the gov-
ernment must put up a re-
liable statistical system.

Ma. Cherrylyn Rodolfo,
an economist at the Univers
sity of Asia and the Pacific
School of Economics,
sounded the call in a paper
titled Travel and Tourism:
Gelting Ahead with Num-
bers. The Manila News-fea-
tures and Commentaries
obtained a copy of the pa-
per.

In the tourism indusiry,
she said, the right informa-
tion is crucial to planning

ties and resources, in deter-
mining current market pat-
terns, and helping formulate
marketing and promotional
strategies that are more ef-
fective and responsive

Rodolfo also said that the
governmen! could use reli-
able statistics lo supporl ne-
gotiations lor air traffic nghts
with other countries

The government has made
many improvements in its
statistical systems. lowever,
many agencies have yel to
make their information more
orgamized lo add to their
value in corporate planning

By GERRY

(UP-AIT) began conducting
a regular survey of the char-
actenstics of domestic and
foreign tourists but the in-
formation is hardly made
public knowledge.

Such data could have
been use as inputs in proper
marketing strategies by travel
agency and other tourism-re-
lated establishments, upgrad-
ing the infrastructure and
general quality of life in
places frequented by local
tourisis, Rodolfo said

The relevance of improv-
ing the statistical analysis
systems in travel and four-

CALIMOSO

which deliver complimentary
products, she added.

Rodolfo pointed out that
the tourism industry has
helped spur growth in the
cconomies of Switzerland,
Spain, Greece, [taly and most
Caribbean countries, which
are all popular tourist desfi-
nation site. The tourism in-
dustry has also been ranked
as the number one employer
in Australia, Brazil. Canada,
France. West Germany, HHong
Kong and Singapore

She recommended several
measures on how the govern-
ment can put up a more or-
ganized and strategic infor-
mation system

tabase on domestic tourist
flows, in relation to foreign
tourism as well, the Depart-
ment of Inferior and Local
Government can, through
proper Itraiming, empower lo-
cal government units (LGUs)
to assume and perform tour-
Ism rllllL‘“f)llS.

After all. the LGUs can
stand independently for their
community, and & reliable set
ol statistics is an imporlant
basis for any plan. Cities like
Cebu and Baguio have already
bepun processing their own
set of statistics

With strong coordination
with the private sector. the
.GUs can collect and present

covering the hotels and ac-
commodation establishments
in their provinces.

This would be very use-
ful to investors who wish fo
assess the potential value of
provincial markets since the
data available ofien only cover
establishments in Metro Ma-
nila

Second, the UP-AIT sur-
vey must be conducted regu-
larly every two vears or three
vears, and its result should
be published. Businessmen
and investors may be able 1o
spot opportunities based on
the mlormation generated by
the  survey (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-

1sm lies in the fact that its
impaci cuts across traditional
industrial boundanes. Tour-
ism industrv 15 a business
sector that encompasses vari-

And a number of sectors stll
need attention and improve-
ments i thenr

As earlv as the 1980s. the
University of the Philippines-

and development efforts.
By improving statistical

systems, more information

may be generated for use n

statistics

the planning and develop- ous industrics such as hotel

ment of new ourist facili- Asian Institute of Tourism retatl  and  transporiation

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
CALOOCAN CITY, METROC MANILA

RIZAL LENDING, CORP
Mortgageels,
- versus -
LASHEEL PARIL,
Mortgagor/s
T

Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real
Estate Mortgage under Act 3135, as
Amended

C-932

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by act 4118 filed by RIZAL
LENDING CORP., mortgagee/s, with principal office and postal address at Cainta Junction, Cainta,
Rizal against LASHEEL PARIL, mortgagor/s, with residence and postal address at 173 N. Domingeo,
San Juan, MM, to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of August 28, 1998 amount to FIVE
HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY-EIGHT PESOS (P508,488 .00), Phil-
ippine Currency, including/excluding interests, penalties, attorney's fees, plus sheriff's fees and all
other necessary expenses of foreclosure and sale, the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff of
Caloocan City thru the undersigned Sheriff hereby gives notice to all interested parties and to the
public In general that on Novenber 24, 1998 at ten o'clock In the morning (10:00 a.m.) or soon
thereafter infront of the main entrance of Caloocan City Hall Annex, Aurelic Bldg,, 9th Ave,, corner
Rizal Ave. Ext,, Grace Park, Caloocan City, she or her duly authorized Sheriff will sell at public
auction to the highest bidder for cash and in Philippine Currency, the real estate property/ies
together with all the improvements existing thereon, to wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 317729

"“A parcel of land (Lot 53B-1-18, of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-62969, being a portion of
Lot 538-E (LRC) Psd-62257, L.R.C. Rec. No. 6563), situated in the Bo of Bagumbong, Caloocan
City, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the NE,, and NE., points 1 to 3 by Lot 538-1-19 of the subd
plan; on the SE., points 3 to 4, Lot 580, Tala Estate, and on the SW., points 4 to 1 by Lot 538-
E-17 of the subd. plan. x x containing an area of TWO HUNDRED FORTY (240) SQUARE METERS,
more or less.

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 317730

A parcel of land (Lot 538-1-17 of the subd. plan, (LRC) Psq-62859, being a portion of Lot 538-
| (LRC) Psd-62257, L.R.C. Rec. No. 6563), situated in the .Bo. of Bagumbong, Caloocan City, Island
of Luzon. Bounded on the NE., pts. 1 to 2 by Lot 538-1-18, of the subd. plan; on the SE., pt-
2 to 3 by lot 580, Tala Estate; on the SW,, points 3 to 4 by Lot 538-C (LRC) Psd-62257 and
on the NW., pts. 4 to 1 by Lot 538-1-19, of the subd. plan. x x containing an area of TWO
HUNDRED FORTY (240) SQUARE METERS, more or less.”

Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the title to the
sald property/les and encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Caloocan City, Metro Manila, October 19, 1998.

PAZ G. PALANCA
Ex-Officio Sherilf
(Sgd.) ROMEOQ D. REYES
Sheriff Incharge

Copy furnished: ALL PARTIES CONCERNED
WE FORUM

Oct. 26, Nov. 2 & 9, 1998

First, to improve the da- regular occupancy rcports  taries)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
QUEZON CITY, METRO MANILA

DEVELOPMENT BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES
(Formerly Rehabilitation Finance Corp.)
Mortgagee/s FILE NO. FRE NO. 2679
versus -
SPS. ROMEO & PILAR CHUA JUMAWAN &
SPS. VICTOR ANDELENA CHUA ARROJADO

Mortgagor/s,

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135
AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, filed by Development Bank of the Phils.
Mortgagee/s, against Sps. Romeo & Pilar Chua Jumawan & Sps Victor Andelena Chua Arrojado-
Banlat Rd., San Pedro Cmpd., Tandang Sora, QC/Brgy Cadfit, Buenavista, Quezen, Mortgagor/
s to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of July 24, 1998 amounts to THREE MILLION
THREE HUNDRED TEN THOUSAND TWO HUNDRED THREE PESOS & 82/100 (P3,310,203.82)
excluding penalties, charges, attorney's fees and expenses of foreclosure, the undersigned or her
duly authorized deputy will sell at public auction on November 27, 1998 at 10:00 o'clock or soon
thereafter at the main entrance of the Hall of Justice Bldg , beside Quezon City Hall, Elliptical Road
Diliman, Quezon City, to the highest bidder, for cash, and in Philippine Currency, the following
property with all its improverments, to wil

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. RT-17331
(291337)-Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 1, of the consolidation-subdivision plan (LRC) Pcs-14649, being a portion
of the consoclidation of Lots 1,2,3.4, & 5, (LRC) psd-84342, Lots 1,2,3,456,7.6, & 8 (LRC) Psd-
B4343, Lots 580-D-2-C & D, (LRC) Psd-83851 and Lot 580-B-1 (LRC) Psd-82915, LRC Rec. No
5975), situated in the Dist. of Tandang Sora, Quezon City, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the NE,
points 1 10 2 and 2 to 3 by Road Lot 8 (10.00 m. wide), on the SE., points 3 to 4 by Lot 2 both
of the subdivision plan and on the NW., points 4 to 5 by Lot 563, Piedad Estate and points 5
to 1 by Proposed Road Widening (4.00 m, wide). x x x x x containing an area of THREE HUNDRED
EIGHTY EIGHT (399) SQUARE METERS, more of less

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. RT-15718
(333317)-Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 563-C-2 of the subdn plan (LRC) Psd-196143, being a portion of Lot
563-Q (LRC) Psd-3950, LRC Rec. No, 5975), situated in the Dist. of Tandang Sora, Mun. of Q
City, Island of Luzon. Bounded on the N,, points 1 to 2 by Mun. Road (Banlat Road 6.00 m. wide),
on the SE., points 2 to 3 by Lot 580 Pledad cstate; on the W,, points 3 to 1 by Lot 563-Q-1
of the subdn. plan, x x ¥ x x containing an arca of TWO HUNDRED NINETY EIGHT SQUARE
METERS & FIVE SQUARE DECIMETERS (298.5), more or less :

Prospoctive buyers/bidders aro hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title/s of said
property/ies and the encumbrances thereon if any there be*

Quezon City, Metro Manila, October 21, 1998,

(Sgd.) MERCEDES S GATMAYTAN
Ex-Officio Sheriff
Copy Furnished
1, Deputy Sheriff Alberto L. Macayan
2. ATTY. FIDEL ANGELITO |. ARIAS - Development Bank of the Philippines, Lucena City
3 SPS. ROMEO & PILAR CHUA JUMAWAN and SPS, VICTOR & ELENA CHUA ARROJADO
- Banlat Rd., San Pedro Cmpd., Tandang Sora, QC/Brgy. Cadlit Buenavista, Quezon
NOTE: Publishers are strictly enjoined to observe the provisions of PD 1079 particularly Sec, 3
& 4
WE FORUM
Nov. 2, 9, 16, 1988




S,

2

SUGAR PRICE PEAKS

By ABE P. BELENA

HOUSEWIVES and bulk
users of sugar are up in arms.
In the aftermath of the latest
typhoon that swept through
Luzon late last week, the
retail price of refined sugar
has zoomed to an all-time
high of P40 a kilo and is still
rising in  Metro Manila.
Brown sugar’s price has shot
up to P35 a kilo.

The situation in the prov-
inces is expected to be worse.
Freight cost from the distri-
bution centers is added 1o the
cost of goods compared to
similar items sold in the cit-
ies.

The price jump has been
almost double, data obtained
from the Bureau of Agricul-
tural Statistics show in Oc-
tober last vear, the average
price of white sugar stood at
P21.84 a kilo and that ol
brown sugar was a cheap
P17.67 per kilogram.

As most housechold reel
from almost doubled sugar
prices, a handful of millers,
planters and big traders have
been making a Killing from
the price bonanza after they
were given carly during the
Estrada administration the
exclusive privilege of import-
ing cheap sugar for resale to
the public to fill in an an-
ticipated shortage in local
supply.

Now caught in the middle
are the big bosses of the Sugar
Regulatory  Administration
(SRA) personified by admin-
istrator Nicolas Alonso. As

chief regulator of the whole
industry, Alonso is supposed
to balance the interest of the
sugar barons and their work-
ers, on one hand, and the

buying public, on the other. .

The worsening price crisis is
making crystal clear that the
balance has tilted against the
consumers.

Alonso and his team at the
helm of the SRA are not
pressed to extricate them-
selves from the fix they are
in -- and prove in more con-
crete ways that the Estrada
presidency does not only side
with one secgment of an in-
dustry whose impact perme-
ates through the whole soci-
ety from the food manufac-
turers to the lowliest shanty
dweller and tenant farmer

For one thing, a growing
alliance of consumers made
up of labor leaders, consumer
organizalions, religious
groups and small and me-
dium-sized food processors -
- is asking hard quesiions.
Foremost among their ques-
tions i5 -- why are they made
to pay one of the highest
prices for sugar, whether
locally grown or imported,
when the rest of the world
market buy the same item at
less than half the price?

That is a hard nut to crack
for the SRA bosses. A lew
months back, the agency an-
ticipated a shortage beeausc
of low expected harvests as
a result of the drought
spawned by El Nifo It ree-

ommended
bridge the supply and demand
gap before the next harvest
season comes.

Whether deliberate or not,
Alonso suggested to the Presi-
dent that only a certain group
of planters and millers would
be given import quotas. Bulk
users like the soft drinks
makers, food processors and
food exporters would have to
buy their supply like all oth-
ers from the privileged group,
the SRA chief admitted to this
writer in a (elephone inter-
view.

He may not have antici-
pated that giving exclusive
right to import to a group that
also controls local production
and distribution of a basic
good is inviting disaster. So
disaster hit the consumers
while the planters-importers
and their trading partners
went laughing to the bank.

The latest crisis hitting the
sugar industry is only the
Iatest that betrays its many
ills, With rice and corn, sugar
15 onc of the last products
still in the tight control of
government, As such, it has
repeatedly been the subject
of manipulation, wide-scale
corruption and intense lob-
bying for preferential policies

Volumes of in-depth stud-
ies have shown the industry’s
many ills, The latest, con-
ducted by sugar expert Beulal
de In Penn, puts it bluntly
She says, ““the industry ean
not compeie in the world
market, Production cost s
I\il.‘.h{.'l by lour 1o I-I\'C cents

importation to '

per pound than world sugar
prices.””

Similar studies made in
the past have shown several
causes of the industry’s in-
ability to compete. Harvests
remain low, much lower than
harvests per hectare in Thai-
land, Brazil and Australia.
Farming techniques and sug-
arcane varicties are inferior.
Refineries are mostly anti-
qualed.

In addition to inefficient
and low production, the in-
dustry 1s governed with an-
tiquated policies that favor
only the producers. Supply is
controlled through market
quotas. The local industry is
protected with 100 percent
import tarifl.

The government policy of
controlling supply and dou-
bling the price of imported
sugar through imporl taxes
combine to make retail prices
Ingh. De la Peiia again shoots
straight when she concludes,
““high sugar prices penalize
the users.”" At the same e,
it pampers an inetficient in-
dustry that needs to lower cost
1o survive

And worse of all, the lop-
sided poliey Tavoring the
sugar barons has stunfed the
growth of the domestic lood
processing indusiry to lhe
point that imported candies
and chocolate products have
bumped ol moye expensive
local products from sarj-sari
stores

Every Iilipmo household
ling  been the

(MNC)

cnd  loser

DAR CHIEF SAYS

IMPORTATION,
NO SOLUTION

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

FOOD importation is not the answer to the problem of
food security in this country, according to Agrarian Reform
Secretary Horacio Morales.

By this statement, he contradicted the statement of Presi-
dent Joseph Estrada during a recent food congress advocat-
ing food importation to solve the food security problem.

Speaking before non-government organizations and people’s
organizations composed of farmers from the provinces dur-
ing the World Food Day forum organized by the Philippine
NGO Liaison Committee on Food Security last week, Morales
said food importation cannot guarantee a steady supply of
food at all times since the world food surplus traded in the
markel is already shrinking,

“‘For rice, only 4 percent of the world production surplus
is traded internationally because traditional and major rice
producing countries such as China and Indonesia, with a
combined population of a billion and a half, are experienc-
ing radical reductions in the production of the staple,’’ he
said.

Morales noted that at least five million Filipino house-
holds are poor, to whom food is inaccessible. Of this num-
ber, two thirds are rural poor citizens who are food deficit
agricultural producers concentrated mainly in coconut and
sugar lands and indigenous upland communities,

He pointed out that they are most vulnerable to starva-
tion or near starvation in times of financial crisis and en-
vironmental disasters.

““‘Agrarian reform programs in the Philippines should fo-
cus on transforming three million food deficit peasant hiouse-
holds into food surplus producing families through agrarian
reform. It is a situation which will involve pedple empow-
erment towards attaining food security in this country,”
Morales said.

He explained that a nationally aggregated volume of food
supply, even when equivalent to or more than the nationally -
aggregated consumption need of the country, will not guar-
antece food sccurity at the houschold level because most poor
citizens do not have the purchasing capability.

Morales also said that the ‘‘food surplus-producing en-
claves’ approach in food production may not prove to be
the most appropriate strategy because of the inaccessibility
to the other poor citizens who are outside these food en-
claves. '

He stressed that food accessibility is the answer to the
country’s food security problem, saying that an initial move
would be the opening up of 2.5 million hectares of highly
underutilized coconut lands or widespread food production
and intercropping

Morales said the remaining balance in land acquisition
and distribution is concentrated in coconut lands with an
estimaled one million hectares slated for land acquisition
and distribution. Another one million hectares will be placed
under leasehold arrangement since thesé fall within the
retention rights of small landowners.

With about 300,000 hectares of sugarlands, the remain-
ing balance in land reform in private estates is estimated
at three million rural poor citizens

In the country’s coconut lands, land utilization is only
about 10 percent given the almost complete absence of in-
tercropping. In these coconul lands, labor utilization is only
about 20 pereent given the highly seasonal nature of work *
in coconut farms, '

Morales said transforming two million hectares of idle
lands 1n between coconut irees can vield at least four billion
kilos of assorted foodstuff a year. For three million peasant
familics who are poor and who are suffering from food deficits,
this can come up o two kilos of food a day for every house-
hold

In the next three years, he said the Department of Agrar-
in Reform will implement a program where private estates
going above 24 hectares will have interim arrangements be-
tween the landowners and the farmers on intercropping.

I'he program aims to prevent the under-utilization of land
which is principally due to the structural-institutional ar-
rungement that revolves around the rent issue, This 1s a
situation where tenant farmers and farm workers are dis-
sugded from making full use of land beesuse of complicated
lund rent arrangements and the uncertainty in their status
as tenants or farm workers, (Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)
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