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JUST LIKE IN THE MOVIES HE USED TO DO,
THE BAD GUYS ARE TESTING PRESIDENT
ESTRADA. KIDNAP FOR RANSOM GANGS TAKE
ANT | CENTERSTAGE -- FROM QUEZON CITY TO

FORD | ZAMBOANGA. CAN THIS GOVERNMENT CURB

| THE ACTIVITIES OF THESE MULCTERS?
' |« An editorial report by ERIC S. GIRON
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| HI JEAN! Presi-
¥| dent Joseph
Ejercito Estrada
greets Hollywood
actor Jean Claude
Van Damme who
8| paid a courtesy
8| call on him Tues-
day morning at his
Greenhills resi-

ESTRADA .: " : G II Sencel ot Polk

Street, San Juan,

SAVINGS | e Metro  Manila

1 2 | & : 8| (Malacafiang
Fage P Y

ON FOCUS: VANISHING RICE BOWL IN ASIA * 7, 3)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities Ekinés-
in depressed areas.

11

There is 'more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure oactivities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
little better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

""“o

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

- Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming




OCT. 26-NOV. 1, 1998

WE
FORUM i

"RANSOM KIDNAPPERS

RUNNING RIOT ANEW

By ERIC

HE Chinese-Filipino Community had cause to be alarmed that the blood-

suckers bleeding them dry of every centavo that could be squeezed out

of them and their family have again reared their ugly heads.
Ransom-kidnappers are running riot from Quezon City to faraway

Chinese are by tradition
placating and would rather
sacrifice their hard-earned
lucre than seeing their kin
harmed. Thus businessman
Williamson Ong’s family in
Quezon City haggled the P50
million the snatchers de-
manded down to P10 million
which they paid.

Just the same, they shot
Willy and flaunted their crime
by dumping his body in front
of the family factory in
Valenzuela. It was a deja vu
of December 1997 when
businessman Gordon Tan who
owned Footjoy Industrial
Corporation in Bulacan was
killed by kidnappers in
Guiguinto town when he tried
to resist, Now they have shot
Ong who left a wife, nine-
-year-old boy and a year old
baby who had just undergone
heart surgery.

That should fire up law
enforcers to relentlessly pur-
suc the malefactors. But
veteran military man
Alexander Aguirre, who is
now national security adviser,
underscored: “*There is a lack
of systematic, coherent, and

relentless effort to track
down, arrest or neutralize
kidnap-for-ransom criminals
after the hostages are re-
leased.™’

But this 1s only one side
of the coin.

President Joseph Estrada
sent his favored law enforcer,
Chiel Supt. Panfilo Lacson to
coordinate rescue efforts for
those abducied in Mindanao.
Government forces have vyel
to rescue a kidnap victim from
missionary Fr. Luciano
Benedetti to the 12th vietim,
Arthur Alega.

In a visit to Zamboanga
City, National Police Direc-
tor Roberto Lastimoso la-
mented that President Estrada
1s disappointed over Lacson’s
failure to stop the kidnapping
rash in Western Mindanao.
Lacson and his boys appear
like fish out of water.

Lacson used to head the
Presidential Anti-Crime Com-
mission when Estrada as Vice
President supervised il.
Lacson faced charges for the
massacre of the Kuratong
Baleleng gang. The PACC has
been modified into the Presi-

BENEDETTI

dential Anti-Organized Crime
Task Force still headed by
Lacson.

The Mindanao kidnappings
are charged to the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front or the
smaller Moro National Lib-
eration Front founded by Nur
Misuari, which are backed by
local politicians.

e e @

BANKS SHUT DOWN?
RIDE THE CRUNCH

Bad times have forced the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
to close 21 banks. But this
should not be associated with
the cconomic crunch wreak-
ing havoc on Southcast Asia,

The Bangko Sentral is
being blamed for laxity in
extending P2.3 billion in
emergency loans and P1 bil-
lion in advances -- a total of
P3.4 billion -- for retail and
real estate development by
Jose Go of the Gotesco Group
which owns Orient Commer-
cial Banking Corporation.

Orient Bank has been
placed under receivership by
the Philippine Deposit Insur-
ance Corp. together with
Richmond thrift bank of the
Midas garments export group
which encountered cash flow
problems.

The closure of these two
banks weeds out people who
should not be in the banking
system at all, says PDIC
President Ernest Leung. He
sought a tighter crilerion to
restrict ‘‘any Tom, Dick and
Harry from entenng the bank-
ing system.”’

The BSP Law (Republic
Act 7653) limits loans to
beleaguered banks to 50 per-
cent of total deposits and
deposit substitutes. Did the
Orient Bank have P6.8 bil-
lion capital 1o warrant the
P3.4 billion loan? Rep. Joker
Arroyo said the Monelary
Board should be held account-
able for the P3.4 billion loan
in excess of the limit.

With Orient Bank's clo-
sure, he doubted that the
amount doled out can ever be
recovered. However, PDIC
has assigned the ad hoe com-
mittee composed ol Vicenle
Valdepeias Jr.. Andre Navato
and Cayctano Paderanga lo

S. GIRON

Zamboanga where two groups masquerading as rebels with a cause are
nothing else but a bunch of mulcters and cutthroats using their high-
powered guns to cow their intended victims.

inventory assets and liabili-
ties of the two banks to
determine insured deposits to
be serviced.

The Orient Bank lawyer
informed Leung he would file
a petition with the Manila
regional trial court to review
the Monetary Board's deci-
sion. He expected the court
to issue a restraining order
on PDIC and Central Bank
officials. Leung said he hoped
the court will recognize de-
positors have suffered so
much because Orient Bank
has been on a holiday for
eight months.

Only P900 million of the
P2.8-billion Orient deposits
have been insured by the
PDIC. The PDIC starts lig-
uidating assets up (o
P100,000 after 90 days.

WHY RICHMOND

FAILED

Factors that prompted the
closure of Richmond Bank of
the Lee family whose Midas
group 18 the biggest garments
exporter were loans extended
to directors, officers, stock-
holders and related mterests
and glitches in the check
clearing system and the Asian
currency problems. The Midas
group sought rehiel payment
from the Securities and Ex-
change Commussion.

How to nide the crest of
the Asian economic ¢nsis as
suggested by an Asian Inst-
tute of Management profes-
sor is cusfomer relentfion,
“*Traditional and conventional
marketing ploys to attract
customers like discounts,
promotional giveaways and
advertising would be insuf-
ficient lo retain customer
loyalty,”” he said *'Only
superior customer service will
yield resulis. ™

And Japan has lound in
today’s business sluggishness,
when stock prices are bear-
ish and even major corpora-
tions have gone bankrupt, the
catchline of “*cheap. readily
acceptable and quick™™ i the
recession ol the 1970s, reap-
plied today. is working won-
ders.

OLD FORMULA
WORKS
Aller the oil shocks ol the

1970s when the fast-food and
travel industries went into
recession, instant services
proved to be the answer.

For instance, the printing
of calling cards usually takes
three days. But Nippon Ichi
Kogei Co. advertises ‘‘Copy
business cards in 10 minutes.
Only 2,000 yen for 100."" Is
the quality good?

Hiruoki Fukuaka, the
printing direcctor, calls the
process “‘copy business
cards’® because a printing
plate is made of an old busi-
ness card in the fastest ser-
vice with good quality if the
original card is clear.

A haircut normally takes
one hour and 1s quite expen-
sive. Kuniyoshi Konishi, a
former trading company em-
ploye, had a staff’ of barbers
undergo thorough training at
a center he established to
acquire first-rate skills. So
now he has QB Net rapid-
service barber chain with no
frills such as shave and sham-
poo. A haircut at QB Net
takes a mere ten minutes for
1.000 yen for busy business-

After a haircut, what does
a man want to do? Take an
afternoon siesta for 30 min-
utes 1n a small outdoor tent
laid out in a room for only
500 yen. Afternoon naps are
an indispensable part of our
daily rhythm, says Hiruneya
manager Terup Shibata. He
says even a 15-minute nap
revitalizes the brain and in-
creases a man’s capacity for
work.

Leaving the Office at 7
p.m., what could relicve one’s
fatigue? A quick massage
from shoulders to the foot at
the rate of 1,500 yen per 15
minutes. The nap and the
massage relieve the stresses
and strains of daily work.

But after going through all
this, one can get pretty hun-
gry. Rather than quaffing beer
and shochu, the liquid dis-
tilled from sweet potatoes or
cereals at a Japanese pub,
how about slurping hot-
noodles soup?

White wheat flour or gray-
ish wheat noodles soba takes
only a minute to boil Taken
while standing, it takes only

(Next page, please)

LACSON
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President Joseph Estrada receives Nurul Izzah P.T. Anwar, eldest daughter of former Malaysian Deputy Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim who called on him Tuesday
morning at his Greenhills residence. Nurul personally thanked the President for his moral support for her jailed father. (Malacanang Photo)

three minutes to gulp it down,
Eating quickly is said to have
been considered stylish since the
Edo period when noodle stands
first appeared.

Business may have gone on
a slump or into recession bul
instant businesses that offer
cheap, fast and efficient services
have taken firm root in Japa-
nese cities, providing a world
of relief for the harried wage
Carners.
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KIDNAP VICTIMS

Landowner Modesto
Natividad, 51, was the first of
ten kidnapped and held captive
for ransom freed by an army-
civilian task force from his
snatchers. Natividad had writ-
ten his family to sell their land
to raise P200.000 so he could
be ransomed.

Instead, Lt. Col. Romeo
Calizo, 10th Infaniry Brigade
commander, led a task force
aided by a Basilan government
team who rescued Natividad
from his kidnappers after a four-
hour gunfight at sitio Bato-Bato
of Sumisip town. Earlier,
Natividad was reported held by
Akmad Capul and Lidjal of the
Moro Islamic Liberation Front,
after he was snatched from
barangay Manicaban.

The army hunt started at
Tuburan and the kidnappers
moved him to Sumisip.
Natividad was debilitated be-
cause he was kept on the run
with little food.

Natividad was lucky to be
alive. But Flowers Mansion Inn
owner Arthur Atega, 55, at
barangay Tumaga, four kilome-
ters from Zamboanga City, was
commissioned by Taiwan busi-
nessman Bien Yang to work for
the release of his 80-year-old
mother Wang Tao-tzu, and three
household members seized by

armed men Sept, 9. Artega had
previously negotiated the release
of kidnapping victims.

But on the night of Oct. |1,
eight men suspected to be gov-
ernment agents seized Atega o
make it appear they were do-
ing their anti-kidnapping job.
Atega inadvertently became the
12th kidnap victim to be shot
dead.

When a headless torso was
brought to the Cosmo funeral
parlor, two members of Atega’s
family went there to verify it.
But three others from Cagayan
de Oro City and Zamboanga
City and Maridel Ravanes were
claiming the body. Ravanes said
her husband had been abducted
and killed. He had stitches on
his right knee as the headless
torso had.

But the Body was presumed
to be that of Atega because on
the right shoulder tattooed on
a floral background was the
name *‘Arthur.”

Held captive in a mountain
hideout was Gina Yang, 25, wife
of trader Sammy Yang, by
Commander Ustadz Bashin
Jailani’s MILF group who were
demanding P5 millian ransom

Fishpond owner Michacl
Diaz of Kabasalan, Zamboanga
del Sur, was held captiyve in
Tipo-Tipo mountain village by
MILF Commander Usman
Arasad,

Students Mamalintao and
Kahar of Southern Mindanao
Institute of Technology and their
driver were forced into an L-
200 pickup by three masked
armed men who took them to
a London beach resort collage
in Dawing, General Santos.

In Cotabato, kidnappers are
holding four-year-old Paul [.im
Still in snatchers’ hands is Ital-
ian Fr, Luciano Benedetti, the
first who was kidnapped in

September.

Two of the ransom-kidnap-
ping gangs to whom the
snatchings are attributed those
under Ibrahim Sali and
Mayanggang Saguili. The lucra-
tive kidnapping business has
wangled P96 million in ransom
money for 146 victims, 47 of
them taken in July and Septem-
ber when President Estrada had
assumed office. In 1997, P367 4
million was shelled out for 152
cases in which 249 persons were
kidnapped.

e o @

- ANWAR'S DAUGHTER

CALL CAUSES STIR

A casual 20-year visit by 18-
year-old Nurul [zzah PT Anwar,
daughter of ousted Malaysian
deputy prime minister Anwar
Ibrahim, on President Joseph
Estrada at his Greenhills resi-
dence to deliver her mother's
letter of thanks for his concern
for her detained husband.

Estrada  had supported
Ibrahim’s fight for economic and
political reforms in Malaysia
personally. But Malacanan of-
ficials were quick 1o clarify that
this and young Anwar’s call did
not reflect Philippine govern-
ment position toward Malaysia
Malaysia summoned the Phil-
ippine ambassador 1o explain
what they interpreted as inier-
fering in Malaysia’s aflairs

[brahim was arrested Sept
20 and reported beaten up while
in police custody. Estrada’s
concern was whether Ihrahim
had been a victim ol human
rights abuse. Ibrohim lost a lot
Ochight under detention. said
[zzah, o first year engineering
student, but she added he was
in high spints.

Indonesia’s IPresident
Bacharuddin 1. Habibic, whe
met Estrada on the Indoncaom
island Batam oll Simuapor

expressed sympathy likewise for
the jailed Anwar regarded as o
dissident by Prime Minister
Mahathir Mohamad. Estrada
proposed to write a letter to ask
Mahathir to place Anwar un-
der house arrest during his tnal
for sexual misconduct and cor-
ruption charges. Anwar branded
the charges politicallv motivated

FILIPINOS DETAINED

Malaysia unilaterally can-
celled a mutual defense meet
with the Philippines but invited
President Estrada to see how his
““good friend™” [bralim was
being treated. I'strada welcomed
the invitation

But as this developed, two
boats repatriating hundreds ol
illegal Filipino entries who were
increasingly arrested in Sabah
were stopped. One boat allowed
to sail again no longer carried
the Filipinos

Malaysian dailies were also
noted to be attacking Fstradas
meeting with Anwar's daugh-
ter in his home which Mahathir
resented. This is a backlash and
Philippines-Malaysia relations
are strained. Mahathir's pariy
planned to demonstrate at the
Philippine Embassy in Kuala
Lumpur g

After announcing he would
boveott the Asia-Pacific Feo-
nomic Conference in Kuuala
| umpur. so that Indon Presi-
dent abibie was set 1o [ollow
suil. he has a sudden change ol
heart. Palace spokesman Jerry
Barican announced the President
will ““definitels ™ attend the sum-
mit

Mahathir in Tokyo belied the
widespread impression given by
Estrada that Anwar is a victim
ol human rghts vielanon and
the visit of his daushier Nl
Lesah ab | stradn s home

e o o

EXECUTE

ECHEGARAY

Does it really matter how a
rapist of his ten-year-old step-
daughter dies? Leo Echegaray
1s merely delaying his execution
after the Supreme Court declared
lethal injection is legal and hu-
mane. But Echegaray's crime
was bestial and he deserves no
commutation of sentence nor
pardon

e o @
AFTER THE
TYPHOON

The three-dav heavy rains
dumped by super typhoon llang
washed out locusts infecting
crops in Bacolod City and dev-
astated the locusts’™ eggs 1n
breeding places. thus prevent-
ing therr multiplying. This was
the only “*blessing™ derived

from the typhoon which lefl 26

dead. 122 nullion worth of dev-
astated crops i at least eight
Provmeus

I'he tvphoon dashed hopes
i a bumper palay harvest in
the last quarter of 1998 as [locos
and Cagayan regions alone lost
186,630 metrie tons ol rice
worth P384173 million out ol
the 300,000 hectares ol Larm-
lund destroved 1n Isabcla
Cagavan. Nueva Vizcuya
Quirino. Hocos Norte. Hocos Sur
Pangasinan and Nueva e

Some 16,863 lamihies were
lorced
buildings and other evacuation
centors o the eight provinces

[ uzon corn larmers were
fortunate 10 have harvested then

fo evacuate to school

crops belore the typhoon arrved
BBut vegetable crops o the
Cordillera region were devas-
tated. Hocos rice crops were
harder bt than  those ol
Caedsan

\1 vitldsin ke
hille d aen hzdropower
conployes i Hacun towi Seven
were inpured as rocks and soil

unguud
it

struck  their  bunkhouses
Wednesday, A rescue team
helicoptered to the site because
the way was blocked by land-
shdes

Iixcess water released from
Binga Dam submerged Panga-
sinan towns of San Fabian,
Mangaldan, Calasiao, Tayug and
Urdaneta and Dagupan cities.
The 199 houses blown off in
Cogayan lefl 13,477 families’
homeless

Damage on roads and
bridges in Northern Luzon, the
Cordilleras and Bicol was be-
ing assessed by districl engineers
of the public works department,
also schools and public markets.

Fach allected province re-
ceived P1 million to buy food
and other necessities from the
National Disaster Coordinating
Council which claimed its P48
million funds were last delet-
ing. The Council asked 1P200
million 1o cope with La Nina's
onslanght

A need (o impose price con-
trols on basic lood commodi-
ties like rice, meat and sugar,
fuel and medicine was cited by
Sens. Minam ). Santisgo and
I'rancisco Tutad. They urged
I'resident strada to impose the
price contral as costs soared in
Cagavan. Isabela, Quirina,
Aurora, "angasinan and Nueva
Fena

But Hiang 1s merely a sample
ol the strong (yphoons in La
Nifia's arsenal. Seven to ten
more big ones are forecast by
Pugasa to enter the country with
peak rains between January and
March, Bicol, Cagavan, Samar,
Fastern Visavas and Northeast-
crn Mindanao on the castern
sciboard will teel the brunt, The
sl Octaber 10 December rains
will be bolstered by La Nifia's
presence. over Southeast Asia
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ASIA FACES ‘FRIGHTENING’ PROSPECT
OF DECLINING RICE PRODUCTION - FAO

its tables by the year 2025.

By PAUL

!- SIA faces a ““frightening and mind boggling’* prospect of less rice for

Rice production is declining in an increasing number of premium

Yearly production in-
creases have slipped to
around 1.25 percent since
1990. Even the experimen-
tal plots at the Interna-
tional Rice Research In-
stitute are giving signifi-
cantly lower yields today
than in the early 1970s,
says the IRC which is part
of the Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO).

To meet rice demand
over the next 30 years, the
yield ceiling of irrigated
rice in Asia will need to
increase from its late-
1980s level of about 10
tons per ha to around 13
tons/ha, while average
yields will need to reach
about 6 tons/ha, nearly
twice the current level.

Current levels of rice
production need to grow
steadily at 1.8 percent a
year. ‘‘This is frightening
to note when we consider

that the rice production
growth rate of 1975-1985
(3.2 percent), which de-
clined to 1.7 percent dur-
ing 1985-95, is declining
further,”” according to a
paper presented during a
recent IRC meeting.
FAO forecasts that
world rice production will
reach about 760 million
tons of paddy rice by
2025. But in the next 10
to 20 years, as groduction
slows and tradediberaliza-
tion continues, many Asian
countries are expected to
move away from self-suf-
ficiency in rice and be-
come net importers.

The IRC points out that
if percent trends continue,
most rice-producing coun-
tries will no longer be self-
sufficient within 20 years.
““‘Asia’s legendary rice
bowl will be filed increas-
ingly be grain imports,”’

LEGAL NOTICE

Deed of Exirajudiclal Settlemen! was executed by helrs of the
late MANUEL G. NUNEZ who died Intestate leaving ceraln propery
more particularly described as follows: TCT No. 87519 located al
Quezon City. As per Doc. No. 431, Page No. 88, Book No. XXXIV,
Serles of 1998 ol the Notarial Register of Alty. Ramon Duque
Pagarigan.
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it says.

Rice is the staple food
for more than half the
world population. More
than 90 percent of the
world’s total rice crop of
some 520 million tons is
produced in Asia, provid-
ing the region’s 3,100
million people more than
a third of their total calo-
ries.

Current production is
expected to supply demand
until about 2005. But with
Asia’s population growing
by some 56 million a year,
domestic demand for rice
is expected to top 770 mil-
lion tons by the year 2025.

Today, the size of
Asia’s ice lands -- under
pressurc from industrial-
ization and urbanization is
shrinking. Soil saliniza-

ICAMINA

rice-growing areas. And technologies which increased rice production during
the Green Revolution are **almost exhausted’’ of any further productivity
gains, according to the International Rice Commission (IRC).

tion, waterlogging and
other degradation associ-
ated with intensive rice
cropping may lcad to a net
drop in Asia’s total irri-
gated area.

Land suitable for [ur-
ther expansion of rice is
disappcaring: water and
wind crosion are cstimaled
to affect some 400 million
ha of the Asia’s farm land.
Another 47 million ha are
subject to chemical and
physical degradation. Over
the next 25 years, the bal-
ance of uncropped land
will be halved in South
Asia and reduced by one-
third in East Asia. The
quantity and quality of
water available for rice
growing is also expected
to decline.

Rice farmers face de-

clining profit margins.
Since the beginning of the
1990s. a stagnant yield
fronticr and diminishing
returns to further intensi-
fication have pushed up
production costs. Other
changes in factor markets
-- rapid withdrawal of
labor from the farming
sector, diversion of land
for other agricultural and
non-agricultural purposes,
increased competition for
walter, and withdrawal of
input subsidies -~ are driv-
ing up input prices and
will only intensify in the
future.

Rice production will
also to be affected by the
*graying”” of Asia’s rice
farming population. The
average age of farmers is
increasing in almost ev-

ery country. In Korea, the
number of rice farmers fell
by two-thirds between
1965 and 1995. Urbaniza-
tion and industrialization
will further reduce the
labor force, push up farm
wages, increase farm size,
and increase pressure for
mechanization,

The IRC concludes that
even if the current level
of productivity is sus-
tained, it cannot match the
food needs of Asia’s ex-
panding population. Some
rice scientists say that only
aggressive research aimed
at breaking through pre-
sent yield ceilings and es-
tablishing a new, stable
yield plateau can “‘help
prevent a disaster.”” (Ma-
nila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)

ASIA: Where have the rice bownls gone?
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CARL USELESS - SCHOLAR

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

A PROMINENT scholar
and activist has cast doubts
on the efficacy of Repub-
lic Act 565, or the Com-
prehensive Agrarian Re-
form Law (CARL), even
after 10 years of its exist-
ence.

Ricardo Basilio Reyes,
who works with several
non-government organiza-
tions and people’s organi-
zations engaged in agrar-
ian reform and rural de-
velopment advocacy, noted
that even with CARL's
completion rate of 42 per-
cent in 1996, certain ex-
isting realities could ren-
der CARL useless alto-
gether.

““It is the very idea of
agrarian reform as a basic
measure to solve rural pov-
erty, raise productivity and
incomes and empower the
rural folk that has been at-
tacked from the very be-
ginning,'' Basilio said in
a paper titled Wither
Agrarian Reform.

He pointed out that the
implementation of CARL
remains a big question for

the simple rcason that
presidential and congres-
sional interest in agrarian
reform has rapidly gone
down since 1996.

Reyes cited many
present factors that may
render CARL to sink into
oblivion just like other
reform laws. One of these
is the large-scale conver-
sions of prime agricultural
regions such as Calabarzon
(Cavite, Laguna, Batangas,
Rizal and Quezon), Cen-
tral Luzon, and the
Cotabato provinces,

He explained that these
land conversions have
made land reform rather
irrelevant because in this
scenario, there would be no
more land for (enure re-
form. Many farmers were
bought with big money
offers to sell their CARL-
acquired lands. or simply
harassed and pressured to
do so.

Reyes stressed that the
government’s implementa-
tion of CARL is not only
poor and slow. bul is
mostly only land transfer

alone. Credit and support
services badly nceded by
farmers to survive have
been badly neglected by the
government.

He said land distribu-
tion must be accompanied
by strong incentives for
s.nall owner operated
farms.

Reyes also said that the
implementation of CARL
may prove counter produc-
tive to other programs of
the government aimed at
promoting agricultural
exports.

A part of the Philippines
2000 development program
is to vastly reduce the
hectarage for food crop
production so as to make
way for cash crop produc-
tion for exports. In this
scenario, land distribution
will only be counterproduc-
tive.

In effect. the ineffi-
ciency of CARL will be a
result of its standing alone
amid factors. that have
hounded it from the very
beginning and government
policies that scem to be

directly going against it.

The government also
seems to be remaining se-
lective in the implemen-
tation of the law. CARL
was passed during the
Aquino administration, but
up to now, not onc parcel
of 6.000-hectarc Hacienda
Luisita has been subjected
to land reform.

Moreover. under the
Estrada administration, ris-
ing crony Danding
Cojuangco seems to be on
his way to freedom from
the shackles of CARL. This
is surprising because about
300 hectares of land in
Quezon reporiedly owned
by the Aranctas arc now
under siege for redistribu-
tion under CARL.

Reyes also said that as
a source of credit to farm-
ers, traders have alrcady
surpassed landowners. A
survey conducted by the
Alternative Forum For
Rescarch in Mindanao
shows that farming produc-
tion and incomes arc now
determined more by access
to input and credit rather

Will the Estrada Administration come up with a truly
_ reformed agrarian program?

than by the economic hold
of land ownership.

““These are rural dynam-
ics that have continuously
gnawed at the central posi-
tioning of land reform on the
development agenda,’’ he
said.

Reyes suggested that one
possible formula would be
to carry out the reform within
a short period of time, not
1o let it drag for decades, to
prevent the landowning
classes from putting all sorts
of obstacles along its path

What is needed is a new
generation of strategies that
uses the appropriate mix of
state leverages and 1incen-
tives, popular pressure and
consensus building ap-
proaches geared towards
landholding size, crop and
tenurial regimes, the socio-
economic makeup of the
area, and landowner resis-
tance to truly come up with
a good agrarian,reform pro-
gram, he said. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
2ND MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT OF SILANG-AMADEO
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
SILANG, CAVITE

Land Reg. Case No. 98-149 LRA Record No. N-70137

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office of the Solicitor General. 134 Amorsolo St.. Legaspi Village,
Makati City, the Diractor, Land Management Bureau, Escolta, Manila: the Regional Executive Director.
Reglon IV-DENR L & S Bldg. 1515 Roxas Blvd,, Ermita, Manila; the Hon. Secrelary, Department
of Public Works and Highways. Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila; the Hon, Secrelary, Department
of Agrarian Reform, P.T.A. Bldg., Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Managemenl Bureau,
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila; the Provincial Governor, the Pro-
vincial Prosecutor, the General Services Officer, the Provincial Enginear, the Public Works dnd
Highways District Engineer; the CENR Officer, CENRO, Land Management Sector. all in Trece
Martires City, the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council, Silang, Cavite, Casimira Olfato, Old
Bulihan, Silang, Cavite, Arcadio Rivera, Gonzalo Anulat, Juan Gonzales. Rosalina Bilog, all in Brgy
Maguyam, Silang, Cavite. AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above enlilled case by SALVADOR M CABHERA
marrled to Josephine D. Cabrera, #141 Mathew St. San Jose Subdivision, Alabang, Muntinlupa City
thru Alejandro and Anarna Law Offices, #11 Madlansacay St. Pob. 4118, Silang, Cavile by Ally
lreaneo A. Anarna praying for the registration and confitmation of the tille to the lollowing described
lands. -

1) A parcel of land (Lot 10462-A of the subdivision- glan Csd-04-014719-D, being a portion ol
Lol 10462, Cad-452-D, Silang Cad., L.R.C. Record No, ), sltuated in Brgy. Maguyam, Mun
of Silang, Province of Cavite. Bounded on the E., along line 1-2 by Barangay Road, on the S,
along line 2-3 by Lot 10473-Cad-452-D; and on the W., along line 3-4 by Lot 10475 both Cad
452-D, Case 2 Silang Cad: on the N., along line 4-1 by Lot 10462-B of the subd. plan Beginning
at a point marked 1" on plan, being N. 33 deg 46'E., 6324.31 m. from BLLM No, 1, Cad-452
D, Sllang Cad.

thence S. 03 deg. 00'W., 10.15 m. to point 2;

thence S. 83 deg 57'W.. 59.59 m. to point 3;

thence N. 00 deg. 42'E.. 10.10 m. to point 4;

thence N, 83 deg 57'E., 60.00 m. to point of;
beginning, containing an area of SIX HUNDRED (600) SQUARE METERS. All points referred 19
are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by P.S. cyl. conc. mons. 15x60 cm;
bearings true; date of original survey, July 25-Aug. 25, 1981 and thal of the subdivision survey,
Oct, 11, 1995 and was approved on January 20, 1996

2) A parcel .of land (Lot 10475, Cad-452-D, Silang Cadaslje as shown on plan Ap-04-009226,
L.R C. Record No ). situated in Brgy. Maguyam, Municipality ot Silang, Province of Cavite,
island of Luzon. Bounded on the E., along line 1-2 by Lot 10464; along lines 2-3-4 by Lot 10463;
along line 4-5 by Lot 10462; on the SE., & S., along lines 5-6-7 by Lot 10473; on the NW., &
SW.. along lines 7 8.9 10-11-12-13 by Lot 10475; on the E., along line 13-1 by Lot 10465, all of
Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre. Beginning al a point marked “1" on plan, being N. 32 deg. 55'E.,
6363.44 m, from BLLM No. 1, Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre.

thence deg 00'W., 33.91 m. to point 2

thence deg. 53'W.. 14.95 to point 3,

lhence deg. 37'W., 1522 to point

lhence deg, 42°W ., 37.42 to point

thence deg. 20W . 61.32 to point

lhence deg 10W.. 120.24 to point

lhence deg. 53'E 74 16 to point

thence deg 04'W 17.67 lo paint

thence deg. 27'W 19.25 to point

Ihence deg 45t 59.88 lo point

thence deg 45 E 41.99 to point 4

thence deg 29'E., 30.82 to point 13;

“thence S. 01 deg 19°W 15.23 m. lo the point of
beaniina. containing an arza of TEN THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FORTY NINE (10,449), SQUARE
METI NS Al points 1efotied to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by OLD
PS oyl conc mons. 16x60 o . bearings true; date of original survey, Nov. 27, 1981, date prepared,
Dec. 29, 1994 and was approved on Jan. 12, 1996

You are hareby served this nolice to appear before this court at Its session to be held al MCTC,
SILANG. GAVITE, PHILIPPINES on the 20th day of January, 1999 at 2:00 p.m. then and there
lo present <uch claim as you may have lo said lands or any portion thereof, and to submit evidence
in support of such claim and unless you appear at said court al the time and place aforesald,
your dafaull will b3 recorded and the title to the lands will be adjudicaled and determined In
accordance wilh law and the evidence belore the court and thereafter you will be forever be barrad
from contesling sald application (or petition) or any decree enlered thereon

Wilness. the Hon JOSE A, MENDOZA, Acting Judge of said Courl, the 25th day of August,
1998

Issued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 291l day of September, 1998

ATTESI

ZZ2ZZZZZ0Nhhunnwv
333333333333

ALFREDO R. ENRIQUEZ
Administrator
Land Ragistration Authority
By
(Sgd.) SALVADOR L. ORIEL
Chief, Dockel Divislon
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Pork wasted on patronage
OUSE of Representatives members have manifested

cheir primary concern in being elected to the legisla-
ture is the pork barrel which they themselves appropriate
for political patronage such as local improvements to please
their constituents. |

It has come to a point where the low House lawmakers
are so obsessed with the pork barrel as a vital factor to their
stay in power that they pounce on any move to reduce it or
to do away with this bonanza.

_ The House members are unhappy that the Executive De-

partment has recommended a drastic reduction of their pork
barrel in the 1999 budget from P37 billion to P6 billion.
They refuse to concede the loss of P31 billion in their pork
while that same amount is added to the allocation for local
government units to make it P109 billion.

Any way one looks at it, the grant of more funding for
the country’s needy areas will redound to the good of the
entire nation. But congressmen have come to regard the pork
barrel as their own personal preserve and are impervious
to the fact that it can be abolished.

The pork barrel conceived since the Commonwealth days
in the 1930s has provided a source for graft. It is inevitable
that the P18 million allotted for each of the 208 congres-
sional districts could find its way into the wrong pockets
instead of being invested in urgent and necessary projects.

The pork barrel system itself is rotten because the House
members are now scheming to apportion the bonanza equally
among them whether or not their districts need the funds.
This predicates the appropriation of funds not according to
the particular needs of districts for roads, public markets,
schools, etc. but in order to satiate the legislators’ hunger
for pork. )

Some 48 House members gathered in a Quezon City res-
taurant to scheme on how they will go about retaining the
1998 budget allocation of P10 million for each congressman
plus P37 billion in other initiatives maKing a total of P18
million for each of the 208 congressional districts to toy with.

The lawmakers are scheming to ignore the new 1999 budget
and to prolong debates to 100 days until January 1999 so
that the 1998 budget will be readopted under the law if the
new budget is not enacted in time. This strategy was voiced
by an Albay representative. >

What happens to the appropriations if there is no im-
mediate need fo spend P10 million for roads, P2.5 million
for flood control and P5.5 million for other projects? That
is the big question. '

In order not to forfeit the allocations, those privileged
to receive pork barrel conjure so many excuses with the help
of their followers to spend the P18 million.

And that’s how P37 billion amassed through taxing people’s
hard-earned money is wasted through political patronage.

MAS -CUTE OA
WA SA KN

Another holiday?

THE so-called Statesman of the Sen-
ate, Blas Ople, has come up with an-
other bright idea -- that is, to make
January 23 “*Philippine Republic Day™’
(Graphic, October 19).

Ople, in case you don’t know, is
known for his ““erudication.”’ He is a
former newspaperman, and a former
Marcos futa -- er, Minister of Labor -
- for many years, including that day the
Dictator fled this country in 1986.

January 23; said Ople, would be with-
out prejudice to our observance of June
12 as our Independence Day.

Honestly, [ couldn’t understand Ople’s
arguments for January 23, Perhaps, I'm
just too stupid, I don’t know.

We Pinoys have one too many holi-
days already, don’t we? Why another
holiday?

If there's a need for another one, why
don’t we just declare all days of the
calendar holidays? Which mecans that
employed Pinoys need not report for
work?

To paraphrase Fitzgerald, the bright
boys aren’t like you and me. They're

ONE’S WORTH
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simply too brilliant to be understood. -
Like Ople.

LELE L

-

““Tobaco’’ has a lot of explaining
to do, aside form defending the P9
minimum toll fee for that 4-km stretch
known as the Coastal Road. I'm re-
ferring to that white elephant of ha
housing project along the Coastal
Road.

The project was started in the ‘‘do-
nothing’’ Cory Administration and
continued under Ramos’s term, and
what do we see?

Nothing but empty and already rot-
ting buildings.

Which is why, every time I pass by
the Coastal Road (which is almost
daily), I can’t help but utter #"$%'@!

Forgive me for it.
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[liang and Loleng

AT least six to ten typhoons more are
expected to hit the country before the year
ends, with each one as strong as the typhoons
Iliang and Loleng according to the Philip-
pine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astro-
nomical Services Administration (PAGASA).
With the onslaught of such phenomenon, La
Nifia has indeed taken center stage. She is
not going to go away unnoticed.

As of presstime, death toll continues to
rise. Storm-related fatalities continue to be
reported despite the fact that the country has
barely risen from the damages brought by
Loleng’s predecessor, equally ravaging lliang.

At times like these when we are most
vulnerable to the elements, tests of human
endurance happen. It’s the classic casc of
the man-against-nature conflict. How do you
fight the rains? Or the storms? The answer
is, you don’t, But then, there are some things
we could have done in.the past which may
have prevented us from experiencing the worse
in times of crisis like these.

For instance, who do you blame for lahar
country’s sorry state when it was hit by the
rains? How can you not be angry at those
people who continue quarrying activities in
the area despite continued reminders from
the government?

What about land erosion? Or overflowing
of the Marikina River? Or the Malabon water
country which have earned the monicker Mala-
Venice?

Admit it, while some things can be blamed
on nature, some things are man-made.

Roads are flooded and tin roofs are fly-
ing. You stay home. But what do you do
there? No lights and no water. Worse, you
call some entity calling themselves a ‘hotline’
and nobody answers.

When finally, somebody seems to take pity
on you, the person you lalk to al the other
line tell you that they cannot provide you
with water because there have been power
interruptions in your area. Huh?

*“How’s that?’’ you ask. The person you
are talking to tell you it’s like that because
water pumping stations are run by electric-
ity. So when there’s.brownout, you also don’t
have water? Not exactly. The bottomline is
the electric company failed to fix some small
short circuit incidence in the place and that
has caused the water pumping station cannot
really function. You ask until when. No
answer. ‘‘Hello, miss? Miss? You still there?"’
They hang up on you.

That is the so-called basic social services-
Philippine style. Mabuhay,

LEGAL NoTICE

Deed of Extrajudicial Settlement was execuled
by helrs of the late MANUEL G. NUNEZ who died
Intestate leaving certain property more particu-
larly described as follows: TCT Nos. 220556,
220557 all located al the Municipality of Gapan,
Nueva Eclja. As per Doc. No. 125, Page No. 26,
Book No, XXXIV, Serles ol 1998 of the Notarlal
Register of Alty. Ramon Duque Pagarigan.
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Trading in gases

NEXT month, a band that has been eu-
phemistically described as the world’s ““de-
veloped nations’ is scheduled to try an all
new approach to solve the problem of harm-
ful global.-emissions. These are the wastes
that clog our atmosphere with harmful car-
bon dioxide and other gases.

Bankers and industrialists will sit down
in Buenos Aires and try to figure out how
to use money as a lever to reduce the rising
level of greenhouse gas emissions. These
substances, says an overseas press report, arc
the main cause pushing the earth toward global
warming. The idea is to peg entities causing
these emissions to the pollution levels of 1990,
as agreed upon in a climate change meeting
held in Kyoto, Japan last year. If agreement
is reached at Argentina, guilty parties will
be forced to buy ‘‘credits’® to offset their
excess pollution from a new market called

an ‘‘over-the-counter emissions market.”’
LL LR L

It’s only money, of course, but already
the international financial markets are agog
over this new cash-churning machine. More
fuel for currency speculation! But let's lis-
ten to the story:

“‘This year, the signatories to the Kyoto
meeting will reassemble in Buenos Aires to
further the accord and try to bring -the de-
veloping countries into the fold. Advocates
say emissions Irading would provide a mar-
ket mechanism (love that term!) allowing
polluters unable to meet their emissions quotas
to buy the rights to pollute more, while also
fostering clean air measures in poorer coun-
tries.”’

The story fails to mention what Supreme
Universal Being has given the cosmic au-
thority and the right to grant quotas to over-
polluting entities by making them pay cash
on the barrelhead for their sins. And just
what is likely to happen if such *‘rights™’
turn out to be worthless? Nothing is even
hinted at. Money, it is plainly understood,
will solve everything.

ook ok

This 1s the way the story unrecls.

Polluters who break the pollution barrier
can talk to countrics like Costa Rica. Asia,
Africa, the Philippines and others with low
levels of greenhouse emissions and ask them
to plant trees to absorb“the excess carbon
dioxide gases their smokestack industnes emit.
With foreign bankers bankrolling the pollut-
ers, the readiness of cash-poor nomineo
countrics to respond is a foregone conclu-
sion. Once a site is selected, the poor coun-
tries will theoretically have it made. Their
trees may not*last out the year. But the
certificates given to the polluters will be their
passport not only to pay for past but for future
excesses. They can go for broke, burning their
automobile hydrocarbens, coal or crude oil
electric plants, for all the counter-polluters

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given that the estale of Ihe
late MATEQ DE LEON, conslisting of Lot 2-C with
an area of 140.60 sq.m., as described and
embraced In TCT No. 154133 of the Register of
Deeds ol Quezon City and Lot No. 33-B-2, con-
talning an area ol 107 sq.m., bolh located al Brgy.
Pag-asa, Quezon Clty as described and embraced
In TCT No. N-155772 of the Regisler ol Deeds
of Quezon Clty, are the subject of an Affidavil of
Ad|udication among his heirs Cely L. de Leon,
Teresita L. de Leon and Mateo Russiano de Leon,
Jr. belore Notary Public Carllto V. Sembrano of
Quezon Clty as Dog. No. 957 and No. 958, rq-
speclively, Page 13, Book No. IX; Serles ol 1998,
pursuant lo Secllon 1 ol Rule 74 of the Rules of
Court.
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live or dic. The world’s temperatures will
continue to rise, the thickening carbon diox-
ide accumulating in the atmosphere will trigger
more craze climate and weather phenomena.
The Nino-Nina twins will look like soft
breezes. Cozy, no?

EE LT

So certain are the sponsors of their wild
scheme’s acceptance that devcloping coun-
trics will find this offer irresistible that they
have made hem 8 prime target for the Buenos
Aires agenda. Once wonders: Will the poor
nations’ acquiescence make the whole idea
defenzible? Simply because money will change
hands, with uncertain results, will the big
polluters be allowed to go scot-free by just

paying [ines -- and then going off scot-free <

to create more noxious gases? Should they
not be required to make at least a voluntary
effort to curb their excesses? Kwarta na
lamang ba ang pinaguusapan?

R

Evidently, the money element is intended
to be the great leveler.

Look at the participation of the big bank-
ers, big utility firms and industries, the oil
companies, the World Bank, etc. The pivotal
issue is neither the morality of the approach
nor of the practical end results should the
program fail. The pivotal issue, says a spokes-
person of the group. 1s how to devise “‘a
program that wall involve market-based rather
than voluntary mechanisms.”’

So a new monetary instrument 15 sought

7 RABRICA Y A ATt
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to be found. The market will support a price
for excess pollution of from $5 to $10 per
carbon ton. Who said we were talking about

ways of reducing global warming?
ook

The exponents of this dirty air trade could
have taken the trouble of making their true
intentions by throwing in a provision prom-
ising to do something about the state of
international communications. Today radio and
television stations, the Internet (last reported
flashing nude pictures of Filipino actresses),
cable companies and other carriers are free
to peddle their smut to the universe. But the
dirty air prophets didn’t bother with clean
broadcasting. They chose instead to zero in
on the money side of the issue. They can
sell futures on dirty emissions. But not
Internet

I don’t know. Maybe this is how the world
has chosen to spend its last days. With a
succession of bangs, booms and explosions.
After that, the deluge? Or maybe not even
that, Just a whimper.

IN THE MATTER OF THE CHANGE OF
NAME OF JOSEFA MARCELO SANTOS
TO GERTRUDE MARCELO SANTOS,

JOSEFA MARCELO SANTOS,
Petitioner,
- versus
THE LOCAL CIVIL REGISTRY OF MANILA,
Respondent.
x - - - = —

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 106, QUEZON CITY

ORDER OF HEARING

SP. PROC. NO. Q-98-35633

The Petilion alleges inter alia:

In a verilied Pelilion. Josefa Marcelo Santos, l}nu Counsel, prayed that after due nolice,
publication and heating, judgment be rendered by changing the name appearing In her record
of birth from JOSEFA MARCELO SANTOS to GERTRUDE MARCELO SANTOS,

Petitioner is a Filipino, of legal age, and a resident of No. 28 Pugad Lawin St., Project 8,

Quezon City; that she was born on November 19, 1952 in the City of Manila to Sps. Jose Santos
and Demetria Marcelo, as per her Certificate of Live Birth; that when she secured copy of said
cerlificate of live birth she was surprised to discover that her name was erroneously entered as
JOSEFA MARCELO SANTOS, such arror was committed by the informant which Is the midwife
who assisted when her mother gave birth; that her parents thought that what was registered as
her name was GERTRUDE MARCELO SANTOS, so that she was enrolled by her parents in the
elemantary school until College and even when she gained her employment she used said name,
thal this Petition is not resorted to for the purpose of committing any illegal of fraudulent acls
for establishing filiation, or giving false impression of lamily relalionship or to cause prejudice
to anyone: that to avoid confusion, petitioner prays for the change of her name from Josefa
Marcelo Santos lo Gertrude Marcelo Santos.

It appearing thal the Petition is sufficient in form and in substance, the same is hereby given
due course and is hereby sel for hearing on April 5. 1999 at 8:30 a.m., at which date and time
any interested parson may appear and show cause, if any, why the Pelition should not be granted.

Let copy of this Order be published at the expense of the petitioner In "We Forum'', a newspaper
of general circulation in Quezon City and in Metro Manila selecled by raffle pursuant to P.D.
1079, once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks, the last of which, shall be made at leas!
four (4) months before the said hearing.

Notify the Office of the Solicitor General, the petitioner and Counsel, City Civil Registrar of
Quezon City and Manila, who may, if desired, file within fifteen (15) days from receipl hereol
or from the date ol publication their opposition tharato

The pelitioner Is hereby ordered io furnish the Olfice ol the Solicitor General within tive (5)
days from receipt hereol a copy of her Pelition and ils annexes and manilest to this Court
compliance herewith

SO ORDERED.

Quezon City, 19 Oclober 1988

NATIVIDAD G. DIZON
Judge
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ECONOMY

~ ASEAN PUT ON
PROTECTIONIST GARB

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

ALTHOUGH ASEAN member-countries have shown a
general downtrend in their tanff structures, some of their
major economic sectors have demonstrated pockets of pro-
tectionist tendencies by hiding behind high tarifl" walls,
according to a paper from the Philippine Institute for De-
velopment Studies (PIDS)

The paper, titled The Downward Drift in ASEAN Tar-
iffs: Implications on Philippine Trade, 1s published by the
PIDS, a government think tank, The Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries has obtained a copy

The PIDS paper explained that many ASEAN countries
have started out as major exporters of simple manufac-
tures such as textiles and footwear, “*To this day, though,
they continue to protect these sectors heavily.™

Accustomed to protection based on the infant industry
and argument, the PIDS noted, these sectors have resisted
trade liberalization moves in a number of ASEAN coun-
tries,

According to the infant industry argument, the govern-
ment needs lo protect [rom foreign competition certain
domestic industries, especially promising new ones which
cannot compete on an equal fooling.

The PIDS said alcoholic beverages are also consistently
levied higher rates of duties in all ASEAN countries along
with cigarette and tobacco products. Vehicles and transport
equipment is another sector enjoying prolection status.

The PIDS explained that tanff protection for motor vehicle
assembly or manufactunng is oftentimes part of a country’s
commitment to its loreign investors. It 1s also closely lhinked
to progressive manufacturing programs.

Agricultural products, the PIDS added, are also on the
list of politically sensitive commodities. Negotialions on
agricultural tariffs are generally done separately from indus-
trial tariffs.

The PIDS stressed that the intransigence of some sectors,
which remain behind protective tariffs and continue to lobby
for exclusion from the Common Effective Preferential Tanil
(CEPT) reduction program, is a challenge to ASEAN lead-
ers.

The CEPT program is a region-wide tarifl reduction program
covering intra-regional trade. Lower tariff rates arc imposed
on selected products to encourage greater trade among ASEAN
countries.

Other non-tariff barriers, including state trading opera-
tions, the use of exporl taxes, arbitrary customs procedures
and abuse of the rules of origin, undermine the success of
the CEPT program, the PIDS paper said.

In view of this, the PIDS offered the following recom-
mendations to the government:

® There should be full transparency in the rules of the
game. This 1s essential in the administration of a complex
undertaking such as the CEPT program.

@ There should be a harmonization of customs tariff
schedules along the line of the scheme adopted by the European
Community. This will facilitate the progress of the [uture
exchanges of concessions under the CEPT

@ Adopt the standard use of ad valorem tariffs, a tanff’
based on a rate percent of the value of a product rather than
a specific sum for a given quantity of number. mnstead of
specific or compound tariffs. This will help make cross-
country comparisons less ledious in the [uture. (MNC)

® LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given thal the estale of the late GREGORIO
T. PANLILIO, who died al the Counly ol Los Angeles, Calilornia on
Decembar 7, 1997, has been extrajudiclally settled amang his heirs
In a document entitled “Deed of Extra-Judiclal Setllemen! of the
Estate of Deceased Gregorio T. Panlillo, Sr." belora Notary Public
Atly. Lamberto B. Delleva. as Doc. No. 221 Page No. 47, Book No.
I; Serles of 1988
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NAPOCOR EXCUSE FOR I'III“'I'IZ!TlIIH

‘GOV’T CAN’T AFFORD US’

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

THE Estrada administra-
tion. cannot afford to shell
out $1 billion annually for
the construction of the need-
ed power infrastructure

This was the new refrain
taken by officials of the
National Power Corp.
(Napocor) to drum up sup-
port for House Bill 1500 o1
the Omnibus Power Bill on
the Electric Industry, which
seeks Lo privatize the slate-
owned agency.

““Instead of spending P44
billion annually for power
infrastructure, we should
privatize the Napocor and
use that money for other pro-
grams of the government.”
Fernando Roxas, head of
Napocor privatization and re-
structuring external office.
told a forum on the issues
of pricing and private par-
ticipation last Tuesday

Roxas cited that Napocor
is a 62-year-old monopoly on
power generation and high-
voltage transmission. [t has
7,000 rank and file employ-
ees, with a book value of $13
billion and potential gross
annual sales of P130 billion

He pointed out that the
privatization of Napocor can
solve the present delicien-
cies in the existing power imn-
dustry structure particularly
the clectricity retail price in
the Phihippines, which 15
among the highest in Asia

Roxas also smd that the
price of electricity 1s nol
broken down into 1ts cosl
components, saying that the
price of tanl’ does not re-
flect the subsidies and other
that still be
avoided 1f efficiency and
reliability are improved

e added that long-term
electricity requirements need

costs may

massive [inancial supporl
and that the existing govern-
menl guarantees Lo infra-
structure projects pose preal
financial risks especially
during this regional currency
Crisis.

Ciung the regional cur-
rency crisis and ils umpact
on the government 1n lerms
ol mterest expense, Roxas
said local terest rates in-
creased to o high of 35

percent per annum in 1997,
resulting in higher operating
costs from 79.1 percent in
1996 10 84.9 percent last
year

He (raced the govern-
meni's decision 1o privatize
Napocor to the 38 percent
inerease in fuel costs due to
the El Nifio phenomenon and
the similar percentage in-
crease 1 purchased power
costs due lo increased gen-
cration from build-operate-
and-transfer plants

During the same forum.
Roxas’s sohd privatization
stand was shot down when
heads of emplovees unions
and rural power cooperalive
representatives questioned the
governmen!’s scheme ol pri-
valizalion

COne common
that the governmenl
wanled o prnivalize because
oligarchs such as Duanding
Cojuangeo and Lucio Tan are
interested i Napocor

conscnsus
Wils

Ms. Meredita Naldoza,
chair of the Conlederation of
Independent Unions. said the
government 15 jumping the
gun on this privatization 1s-
sue, It is pursuing the aspeet
of privatization withoul con-
sidering the plight of the
workers who will lose their
jobs once Napocor or any
other government agency is
privatized,

Naldoza noted that the
7.000 rank and file employ-
ces ol Napocor are in donger
of losing their jobs once this
government agency 1s priva-
tized, The government should
first study this matter instead
ol catering to the whims and
caprices of the oligarchs

lose Logarta Jr., represent-
ing the interests of the rural
cooperatives, cited the equaty
implications of the restruc-
turing of the power seclor
once Napocor 1s privatized
and power distribution 1s now
handled by many business
groups .

““If the government is
going to push through with
its plans to privatize, 1t should
cnsure thal the poorest sec-
tors have access to energy and
electric power. Rural electric
cooperatives and private dis-
tribution facilitics have incor-
porated in their tariff struc-
tures what are called flatline
rates for minimum consump-
tion levels by the poor,”” he
said.’

In the National Capital
Region, the Manila Electric
Ca. pegged this at 50 kilo-
watt-hours per month. Sub-
sidres apply to houscholds
with consumptions of up to
300 kaowatt-hours per month.
The segional poverty thresh-
old should be used in deter-
mining the consumption level
that might be subsidized

Confronted with this,
Roxas said the interests of
all sectors will be studied
once the government finally
decides to privatize Napocor.
(MNC)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 273
CITY OF MARIKINA

IN RE. PETITION FOR THE ADOPTION
OF MINOR BABY GUANGCO MAYONI

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PROVISIONS
OF P.D. NO 603, THE FAMILY CODE. AS
AMENDED AND R A NO 8552,

JDRC CASE NO, 98-372-MK

SPS. JAMES EDWARD ELLIS

and ROMANA MAYONI| ELLIS,
Pelitioner
- - - = = o= - = x

ORDER

This Is a verilied " Amended Petition For Adoption Of Minor Baby Guangco Mayoni In
Accordance With The Provisions of P.D No. 603, The Family Code, As Amended and R.A.
No. 8552

Finding the plilion to be sufficient in form and substance, the same |s given due course
and sel for initial hearing on November 16, 1998, at 8:30 a.m., at Courtroom No. 102, Hall
of Justice, Markina City. Any interested person/s may appear on said date, time and place
and show cause, Il any, why lhis petition should not be granted

Let a copy of this Order be published, at the expense of the petitioners, once a week for
three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation published in the Philippines.
Further, let a copy of this Order, together with a copy of the amended petition and Its annexes,
be furnished the Office of the Solicitor General, 3rd Asst. Prov. Pros. Linda A. Conos, the
City Civil Registrar of Marikina, and the Reglonal Director of the Department of Social Welfare
and Development, National Capital Region. The latter is hereby ordered to conduct a home
and child study case of the pelitioners and the minor child immediately upon receipt hereof
and to submit a report thereon at least one (1) week prior to the Initial hearing and to be
present on the said date and time thereof

SO ORDERED

City of Marikina, Seplember 16, 1998,

OLGA PALANCA ENRIQUEZ
Judge
cc: The Solicitor General - reg.” - 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspl Village, Makati City
3rd APP Linda A. Conos - per * - Hall of Justice, Marikina City
The Regional Director - reg.* - DSWD, NCH, San Ralael st, Co. Legarda St, Sampaloc,
Manila
The Local Civil Registrar - reg.*
Alty, Bernardino P. Sanchez - reg
"with copy of amended pelition

- No. 4 Diamond St., East Fairview Park, Q. C

WE FORUM
Oct. 12, 19 & 26, 1998




10w

OCT. 26-NOV. 1, 1998

DEATH STABILIZE POPULATION GROWTH

RAPIDLY rising death
ra‘¢s, not falling birth rates,
is  stabilizing population
growth in many countries.

““This reversal in the death
rate trend marks a tragic new
development in  world
demography,’’ says Lester
Brown of Worldwatch Insti-
tute.

After several decades of
rapid population growth,
many societies are showing
signs of demographic fatigue,
a result of the struggle to deal
with the multiple stresses
caused by high fertility, ac-
cording to a new study re-
leased by World-watch Insti-
tute, a Washingion, D.C.-
based environmental rescarch
think tank.

Countries are stretched to
the limit when struggling with
the simultaneous challenge of
educating growing numbers of
children, creating jobs for
swelling ranks of young job
seckers, and dealing with the
environmental effects of popu-
lation growth, such as defor-

estation, soil crosion, and fall-
ing water tables.

As a result, some devel-
oping countries with rapidly
growing populations are
headed for population stability
in a matter of years, not
because of falling birth rates,
but because of rapidly rising
death rates, according to
Brown, Gary Gardoner and
Brian Halweil, co-authors of
‘‘Beyond Malthus: Sixteen
Dimensions of the Population
Problem.”’

Evenis in many countries
could spiral out of control,
leading to spreading politi-
cal instability and economic
decline, the study concludes.

The United Nations
projects world population to
grow from 6.1 billion in 2000
to 9.4 billion in 2050, with
all of the addition 3.3 hil-
lion coming in the develop-
ing countries. However, this
study raises doubts as to
whether these projections will
materialize.

In some countries, popu-

By PAUL

lation has stabilized or is
declining; but in others,
population is projected to
double or even triple before
stabilizing. In 32 countries,
containing 14 percent of
world population. population
growth has stopped.

By contrast, Ethiopia’s
population of 62 million is
projected to more than triple
to 213 million in 2050. The
largest absolute increase is
anticipated for India, which
is projected to add another
600 million by 2050, thus
overtaking China as the most
populous country,

A three-stage model helps
undersiand these widely vary-
ing population growth rates.
In the first stage, there are
high birth and high death
rates, resulting in little or no
population growth. “In the
sccond stage, as moderniza-
tion begins, death rates fall
while birth rates remain high.
leading to rapid growth

In the third stage. birth
rates fall to a low level,

Mortgagee/s,
- versus -

Mortgagor/s,

MAURITA MIRANDA VILLACRUZES,
represented herein by SONIA S. DE JESUS,

Republic of the Phllippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

City of Las Pinas

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

FAR EAST BANK AND TRUST COMPANY,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF SALE

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER
ACT 3135 AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

Foreclosure No. 98-186

ICAMINA

balancing low death rates and
again leading to population
stability, offering greater
possibilities for comfort and
dignity than in stage one.

The Worldwatch study
concludes that instead of
progressing to stage three as
expected, some countrics are
in fact falling back into stage
one as the historic fall in
death rates is reversed. lead-
ing the world into a new
demographic era.

As recent experience with
AIDS in Africa shows. some
countries in stage two are sim-

ply overwhelmed when a new
threat appears. While industrial
countries have held HIV infec-
tion rates among their adult
populations under 1 percent or
less, a 1998 World Health
Organization survey reports that
in Zimbabwe, for example, 26
percent of the adult population
is HIV positive.

Barring a miracle, these
societies will fose one fifth or
more of their adult population
within the next decade from
AIDS alone. World-watch ob-
serves. These adult deaths, the
deaths of infants infected with
the virus, and high mortality

WE FORUM
Oct. 19, 26 & Nov, 2, 1998

LEGAL NOTICE

Motice Is hereby given thal the estale of the lale LORENZA
GONZALES VDA, DE GARCIA, who died In Quezon City on January
4, 1995, has been extrajudiclally settled among her heirs In a document
entitled “Aftidavit of Adjudication by Sole Heir of a Deceased Per-
son" belore Notary Public Atty. Hector B. Centeno, as Doc. No. 47;
Page No. 10, Book No. 11; Serles ol 1998.

ol 1998.

WE FORUM
Ocl. 19, 26 & Nov. 2, 1998

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby given thal the estate of the late TERESITA S
DEL ROSARIO, who died on August 6. 1998 al Parafiaque Medical
Hospital, Parafaque, Melro Manlla, has been exirajudicially seltled
among her heirs in a document entitled “Extra Judicial Setllement
of Estale With Walver of Share" belore Notary Public Atty. Leticia
M. de Gula, as per Doc. No, 259; Page No, 73; Book No, Ill; Series

among the millions of AIDS
orphans, along with the usual
deaths, will bring population
growth to a halt or even into
decline.

“With these high mortality
trends, more reminiscent of the
Dark Ages than the bright new
millennium so many had hoped
for, these countries are falling
back to stage one,’’ the study
says. (MNC)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice Is hereby glven Lhat
the estate of deceden! Spouses
Mateo de Leon and Trinidad
Laconsay, consisling Lot 10-A,
(LRC) Psd-321203, approved
as a non-subdivision project,
being a portion of Lot 10, Blk.
21, Psd-57020, L.R.C. Record
No. 7680) situaled In the Dis-
trict ol Bago Bantay, Quezon
City, as described and em-
braced In TCT No. 182024 ol
the Register ol Deeds of
Quezon Clty, containing an area
ol 101.40 sq. m. is the subject
ol an Alfidavit of Adjudicalion
by Iheir heirs Cely Laconsay
da Leon, Taeresila L, de Leon
and Maleo Russlano de Leon,
Jr. In equal shares, Maleo
Russlano de Leon, Jr. having
walved his rights and Interest
therelo, belore Notary Public
Carlito V. Sembrano of Quezon
City as Cod. No. 595; Page Mo.
13; Book No. IX: Serles of 1998,
pursuan! to Seclion 1 of Rule
74 of the Rules of Court.

WE FORUM
Oct. 26, Nov. 2 & 9, 1998

PUREGOLD FINANCE INC.,

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

City of Makati

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Foreclosure No. 98-126

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed by the Morl-
pagee/s, Far East Bank and Trust Company, with office address at Far East Bank Center, Gil
Puyat Ave., Makati City against, the Mortgagor/s MAURITA MIRANDA VILLACRUZES by SONIA
DE JESUS with residence and postal address at 1335 F. Santos Ave., Zapote, Las Pifias City
lo secure paymant of the morigage debt which, as of August 15, 1995 amounts to P2 791 498 41
Including/excluding Interest, penalty charges and all legal fees asd expenses incidental to this
foreclosure and salae, the Executive Judge of the Regional Trial Court of Las Pifias through the
undersigned Clark of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff of the Regional Trial Court of Las Pinas City

infront of City Hall of Las Pifias City, to the highest bidder and for CASH IN PHILIPPINE CURRENCY,
the following described real property/ies, with all the bulldings and other improvements existing
and to be constructed thereon to wit:
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. T-51700, Rd for Las Pifias City

- A parcel of land (Lot 2, of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-289646, approved as a non-subd.
project, being a portion of the land described on plan Psu-164324, LRC Rec. No. N-15355),
situated In the Sitlo of Kulasi, Barrio ol Pamplona, Mun, of Las Pifas, Prov. of Rizal, Island ol
Luzon. Bounded on the NE., points 4 to 1 by property of Gorgonio Esguerra (before) (now)
Manuela Realty Dev. Corporation (Phase lll); on the SE., pointd 1 to 2 by the property of Perfecto
Corpuz (before) (now) Manuela Realty Dev. Corporation’ (Phase Il); on the SW., points 2 to 3
by the property of Perfecto Corpuz (before) (now) Manuela Realty Corporation (Phase |I-A); on
the NW., points 3 to 4 py Lot 1, of the subd. plan, x x x x containing an area of ONE THOUSAND
ONE HUNDRED TWENTY SIX (1,126) SQUARE METERS, more or less, x x X X X X,

Prospective buyers/bidders are hereby enjoined lo investigate for themselves the tille/s of said
properly/les and the encumbrances thereon if any there be.

Las Pifas City, Matro-Manila, Oct. 8, 1898,

RACQUEL CRISOLOGO-LARA
ANTOLIN L. OBSEQUIO, JR. Officer-in-Charge
Deputy Sherilt
WARNING

It is absolutely prohibited lo removed, deface or destroy the NOTICE OF EXTRA JUDICIAL

SALE on or before the date ol sale under penalty of law.

Copy furnished: All Concerned
WE FORUM
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or his Deputy Sheriff, will sell at public auction on Nov. 5, 1998 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning,,

Moartgagee/s,
- versus -
FILIPINAS A, ESTRELLA, ANA DONNA
ESTRELLA & ANA MARIE ESTRELLA,

EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE
UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED
BY ACT 4118

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

PURSUANT to the terms of the Deed ol Real Estate Mortgage under date of July 1, 1997
executed by FILIPINAS A. ESTRELLA, ANA DONNA ESTRELLA & ANA MARIE ESTRELLA,
mortgagor/s, in favor of PUREGOLD FINANCE INC., morigagee/s, lo salisly the morigage debt
in the amount of P4,020,085 28xxx as ol Aug. 31, 1998, in Philippine currency, with interest,
penallies, altorney’s fees and other charges together with all lawful lees ol foreclosure sale, the
Clerk of Court and Ex-officio Sherill of the Regional Trial Court of Makatl City, hereby announces
that on Nov 26, 1998 al 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter, In front of the Main
Entrance of the CITY HALL OF MAKATI, he or any of his lawlul sheriffs will sell at public auction
to the highest bidder and for cash, in Philippine currency, the following described real proparty/
ies, with all its Improvemeanits, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 206601

“A parcal of land (Lot 2 of the cons. subd. plan (LRC) Psd-16163, being a portion of Lot 5,
6 & 7 Blk. 9 (LRC) Psd-31331, LAC Rec No. 4469) siluated in the Mun. of Makati, Proy. of
Rizal. Is. of Luzon. Bounded on the NE., x x x conlaining an area of THREE HUNDRED FIFTY
EIGHT (358) SQUARE METERS, mora or less.” .

All interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate lor themselvaes the litle to the said
real property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, Il any there be

City of Makati, Oclober 19, 1998

ENGRACIO M. ESCASINAS, JR,
Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sherifl
Copy lurnished:
Fllipinas Estrella el al
Atlly. Jose S. Santos, Ji

502 Anonas Sli., Ayala Alabang Village, Muntinlupa City
819 Yilaya St., Binondo, Manila

WE FORUM
Ocl. 26, Nov. 2 & 9, 1998
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GOV’T ILL-PREPARED FOR LA NINA - MERCADO

By ELOY CALIMOSNO

TORRENTIAL rains have
started to batter many of the
country's low-lying areas, but
the government is not yet ready
to meet the coming disasters that
the La Nifia phenomenon will
surely bring into the country

In an interview with the
Manila Newsfeatures and Com-
mentaries last week, Defense
Secretary Orlando Mercado was
candid enough to admit that in
spite of its frantic efforts to
prepare, the national government
would not be able 1o deal ad-
equately with the expected di-
sasters.

Since the start of the vear,
both local and foreign weather
experts have predicted the com-
ing of La Nifta which, like the
recent El Nifio, is also an ab-
normal weather pattern lasting
for several months or a year.

But unlike El Nifo. which
is characterized by prolong and
severe dry spell, La Nifia can
double the average amount of
rainfall that certain areas nor-
mally receive every year. It can
cause some areas to be sub-
merged in floodwalters for weeks
and even months as in the case
of China.

Thus, 1t is expected that La
Nifia will be more devastating
than El Nifio that caused huge
losses to the agricultural sector

and widespread famine in
Mindanao.

Unfortunately, the Estrada
administration is not fully pre-
pared to deal with the coming
disasters given its limited re-
sources and equipment available,

**1 don’t think we can ever
be fully prepared. In the first
place. we don’t have the equip-
ment to do the job."" Mercado
said,

He was quick to deny, how-
ever, that the government espe-
cially the Department of Na-
tional Defense (DND) is doing
nothing to prepare for the ab-
normal weather pattern.

As the secretary of national
defense, Mercado also heads the
National Disaster Rehabilitation
Coordinating Council (NDRCC),
the govern-ment’s arm tasked
to respond 1o calamities.

“We're not sitting on our
butts,”” he said, citing that since
he assumed the defense post in
July he immediately reactivated
the NDRCC 19 make an assess-
ment of fhe situation

“After learning that this
would be a long-running calam-
itv, we started mapping the high-
nsk areas. especially the cast-
ern seaboard. and reactivated the
regional and provincial disas-
ter coordinating councils,”’
Mercado said

Aside from organizing (he
structure from national levi!
down to the provincial level, (1.
DND already conducted durniag
the past months a series ol
training and drills on search and
rescue operations and seminars
on disaster preparedness to
enhance the Armed Forces’
overall capability to respond to
calamities.

But Mercado explained that
the government's preparedness
would only be up to the limits
of its equipment and resources,
saying that in search and res-
cue operations, which is the
main task of the Armed Forces
during times of calamitics. the
most importani thing is mobil-
ity.

He said the country has only
two amphibian trucks and sev-
cral decrepit helicopters, which
obviously are not enough con-
sidering the projected magnitude
of the problem that La Nifia will
bring along

Mercado also noted the al-
ready depleted P2 billion calam-
ity tund under the Office ol the
President

“There are bout PT00 mil-
lion left. bul something like
PS00 mithon are ahcads coi-
marked for various project
These projects are in responsce
o previous calamities |0

REFUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF MANILA

7

wOIWG vears lite repair ol
runnctzal halls. bu ldings.” he
VR

We do oot know how bad
this would be. But from all
indicstions, this 1s going to be
a bad calamitv. With P400
milhion o P300 million. would
you be able to help?”” he asked.

Mercado said he would ask
President Joseph Dstrada for
additional funds, but he added
that considering the looming
huge budger deficit. the Presi-
dent would be hamstrung to
allocate substantial amount of
funds for disaster preparation

Amid the gloomy scenario,
he ciied one bright spot. He
noted the favorable response of
the private sector. specilically
reserve officers, in the cfforts
to prepare the country for La
Nifia.

““If there 1s anything heart-
warming about the NDRCC, it's
the participation of organizations
like the reserve foree.”” Mercado,
who was apparently upbeat over
the unexpected response of the
reserve olhicers, said

o

B

-

LA NINA: Nemesis of the unprepared.

He said these reserve offic-
ers (navy, air force, army) who
have the resources are spend-
ing their own money, They
practice and they have flown
their own airplanes. They have
sctup their communication fa-
cilities

“In other words, mayroong

network tayo ngayon na comple-
mentary and supplementary with
the existing Armed Forces
machinery. Their main function
would be search and rescue
operations during calamities and
environmental protection when
there are no calamities,’’
Mercado said. (MNC)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

MATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
ALCOOCAN CITY, METRO MANILA

Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of Real
Estate Mortgage under Act 3135, as

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
Foreclosuie No S8-1413

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under ACT 3135, as Amended by ACT 4118 filed on
October 5, 1998 by BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK, Mortgagee, with office address at Paseo
de Roxas, cor. Dela Rosa Sts., Makati City, pursuant to the terms and condition of tha Heal
Estate Mortgage dated February 6, 1997 executed and signed in due form by SPS SOWIA
D. SUGANOB and ANGELITO P. SUGANOB (A K.A. LITO SUGANOB), Mortgagcrs, wilh
residence and postal address at 1943 A. Linao St., Malate, Manila/Unit H, 16th Floor, Logaspi
Towers Condominium, Roxas Boulevard, Manila, In favor of BPl FAMILY SAVINGS BANK
to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness of the mortgagors to the mortgagee in the sum of THREE
MILLION TWO HUNDRED FORTY THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SIXTY FOUR PESOS &
93/100 (P3,240,864.93) as of September 21, 1998, plus interest, charges and penalty there-
after up to the date of sale, sheriff's fee and other lawful expenses of foreclosure and sald,
etc,, the Clerk of Court & Ex-officio Sherilf of Manila, thru her deputy, hereby announces that
on NOVEMBER 10, 1998 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter at the main
entrance of City Hall Building, Manila facing Philippine Normal University, will SELL at public
auction to the highest bidder for CASH and in Philippine Currency the mortgaged real property
described in sald mortgage, together with all its improvements existing thereon, particularly
described as follows, to wit:

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 29661

Volume No. 149, Page 61, Cjty of Manila

“SIXTEENTH FLOOR -- Unit “H" with floor area of 120.69 square melers; two (2)
bedrooms. (LE@QASPI TOWERS) on the Boulevard."
registered to SONIA SUGANOB married to LITO SUGANOB
Prospactive bidders or buyer are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title
of said property and verlfy thereon the encumbrances, If any there be.
Manila, Philippines, October 9, 1998,

(Sgd.) JENNIFER H. DEL CRUZ-BUENDIA
Actg. Clerk of Court & Ex-officio
Sheriff, Manila

(Sgd.) LEVY G. DUKA
Sheritf IV
RTC, Manila
In-charge of the case
WE FORUM
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Amended
C-932

ICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

sale under Act 3135, as amended by act 4118 filed by RIZAL
«wh principal olfice and poslal address al Cainta Junction, Cainta,
rortgagor/s, with residence and postal address at 173 N. Domingo,
Sai lisly tha murlgage indebtednass which as of August 28, 1998 amount to
FIVE HUNC BED BIGHT THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED EIGHTY-EIGHT PESOS (P508,488.00),
Philippine Cuncncy, meluding/excluding interests, penalties, attorney's fees, plus sherift's fees
and all oclher neczssaly expenses of loreclosure and sale, the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio
Sharll of Colocean Cily thiu the undeisigned Sheriff hereby gives notice to all interested parties
and to the puablic in general that on Noveraber 24, 1998 at ten o'clock in the morning (10:00
a.m.) or =cun Lherealler infront of the main entrance of Caloocan City Hall Annex, Aurelio Bidg.,
glh Ave cormer Rizal Ave. Exl.. Grace Park. Caloocan City, she or her duly authorized Sheriff
will sell a1 public auction to tho hic'est bidder for cash and in Philippine Currency. the real eslate
properly/ies logether with all & [rrovemenlts existing thereon, to wit:
TRANS ¢ R CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 317729

“A parcal of land (Lot 538-1-18. of the subdivision plan (LRC) Psd-62969, being a portion of
Lol 538 E (LRC) Psd 62257, L.R.C, Rec, No, 6563), situated in the Bo. of Bagumbong, Caloocan
City, Island of Luzon, Bounded on the NE., and NE,, points 1 to 3 by Lol 538-1-19 of the subd.
plan, on the SE.. points 3 to 4, Lot 580, Tala Estate, and on the SW., points 4 to 1 by Lot
538-E-17 of lhe subd. plan, x x containing an area of TWO HUNDRED FORTY (240) SQUARE
METERS, more or less

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 317730

“A parcel of land (Lot 538-1-17 of the subd. plan, (LAC) Psd-62959, being a portion of Lot
538-1 (LRC) Psd 62257, L .A.C. Rec. No. 6563), siluated In the Bo. of Bagumbong, Caloocan City,
Istand of Luzon. Boundad on the NE.. pts. 1 to 2 by Lot 538-1-18, of the subd. plan; on the SE.,
pts. 2 to 3 by lot 580, Tala Estale; on the SW., poinis 3 lo 4 by Lot 538-C (LRC) Psd-62257
and on the NW. pls 4 lo 1 by Lol 538-1-19, of the subd. plan, x x containing an area of-TWO
HUNDRED FORTY (240) SQUARE METERS. more or less."

Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined lo investigate for themselves the title to
the said properly/ies and encumbrances thereon, Il any there be.

Caloocan City, Metro Manila, October 19, 1998.
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PAZ G. PALANCA

Ex-Officio Sheriff
(Sgd.) ROMEO D
Sherill Incharge

REYES

Copy lurnished: ALL PARTIES CONCERNED
WE FORUM
. 26, Nov. 2 & 9, 1908
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IN HIS FIRST TWO MONTHS

ERAP SAVED P1.3B - DOF

By GERRY

HE Estrada administration achieved a
revenue surplus of P1.3 billion during its

first two months in office.
Finance Secretary Edgardo Espiritu told a
recent workshop organized by the Philippine

Assessing the first quar-
ter economic performance of
the Estrada administration,
Espiritu noted that the pro-
gram revenue collection lev-
els had been exceeded by
P4.5 billion

Espiritu noted that the
considerable revenue collec-
tion came aboul despite the
onslaught of the Asian cur-
rency crisis saying that nor-
mally the crisis should have
reduced the level of economic
activity and debt revenue
collection,

He explained that instead
of reducing expenditures to
the level of collectible rev-
enues, the administration
decided to adopt an expan-
sionary fiscal stance to pump-
prime the economy to a higher
level of growth and use re-
sources that would have been
rendered idle by prevailing
cconomic uncertainties,

The administration decided
to maintain the projected level
of government expenditures
and finance the deficit
through a prudent mix of
foreign borrowing and domes-
tic borrowing.

Espiritu pointed out that
maintaining the present gov-
ernment expenditure level is
expected to enhance business
confidence and pave the way
for the private sector resum-
ing its normal investment
activities.

On revenue collection, the
Estrada administration
launched a tax administration
program intended lo plug the
loopholes in revenue collec-
tion. It established the Large
Taxpayers® Unit al the Bu-
reau of I[nternal Revenue
(BIR) to monitor the tax
payments of large corporation
and conduct tax when neces-
sary.

The admimstration ulso set
up a progriam 1o ensure
prompl remittances ol tax
collections by banks. improve

excise tax administration,
establish a value-added tax
(VAT) audit program and a
system of monitoring VAT
credit refunds, and prosecute
tax evadérs to the fullest
extent of the law

Espiritu said the Estrada
adminmistration will continue
to support the program of full
computenzation at the BIR to
verify the correctness of tax
returns and increase efficiency
in the collection of taxes

On fiscal incentives, the
Estrada administration has
been making progress in
reducing their negative im-
pacts on revenue colleciion
through continued reform and
improved administration.

The administration stopped
providing fiscal incentives
under laws and execculive
orders, which expired on Dec.
31, 1997. These include
Republic Act 7396, which
provides incentives on capi-
tal equipment.

Espiritu also said that the
Estrada administration intends
o set up a system to tighten
the approval process of cer-
tain tax and duty incentives
On the One-Stop-Shop for
Duty Drawback and Tax
Credit Center, it has initiated
measures to plug the loop-
holes in the process by re-
quiring additional documents

He said financial state-
ments, together with other
documents, may supplemel
the usual documentary re-
quirements o ensure that only
those who are cligible will
be able to obtain tax credits.

To ensure
eflective processing. the pro-
cess of veniymg the authen-
ticity of applications for tax
credits will be automated m
the future

The Estrads admimstration
has also been coordinating
with Congress und  olher
government departments on
{FURS

[aster. more

the pesere ol several

CALIMOSO

Institute for Development Studies that from July
to August the Estrada administration collected
P86.8 billion in revenues and spent only P85.5

billion.

legislations. These include tax
census and tax amnesly pro-
gram. rationalization of fis-
cal incentives, an additional
tax on large idle lands, a land
conversion tax, and additional
registralion [ees on luxury
vehicles

“If we muamntamn the pace

of cconomic reforms, mobi-
lize adequate fiscal resources
and allocate these most ef-
fectively, the Philhppine will
cmerge as the lirst country
to transcend the adverse ef-
fects of the turmoil,”” Lispiritu
said. (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)
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UNEMPLOYED FILIPINOS: To increase because of

contagion.

ASTAN FLU MELTING JOBS

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

HE Asian financial crisis is threatening to
throw out thousands of Filipino workers of

their present jobs.

“Certainly, the government cannot and should
not allow such a grim prospects to happen. It

will haye to find ways

In a paper titled Employ-
ment: Can We Keep Qld
Jobs and Create New Ones?,
Jurado and Sanchez said
banning of strikes 1s not one
of the options lo achieve
industnal peace mn the coun-
try

Instead, said, the
government must lormulate

they

the necessary support poli-
cies 1o enable the labor sector
to weather the present cri-
s1S

To speed up employment
ereation, there 1s a need for
the government to, first and
foremost mm the mmmediate
term, overcome the impacls
ol the currency crisis by
setting up conflidence-build-
IIIB measurcs

Then, in the medium and
long-term period, the gov-
give priority
Lof g[n\\lh

crnment mus|
o the accelerition
and the elimination of inlla-
Lo

vt h

A
LT

to avoid what will cer-
Jurado and Sanchez said the
government should imple-
ment the following measures
e Giive special attention
to the development ol labor-
intensive, small and me-
dium-scale enterprises, the
adopuion of labor-based 1ecli-
nology, and the mobilization
ol a higher labor content in
projects where such may be
appropriate
e Reverse the stagnation
of labor productivity and the
detertoration i the country s
internaional compettiveness
by giving priority o produc-
nvily enhancement measures
at the levels ol enlerprise
munagement and workers

o Continue with cllorts

und measures Tor the wiprove
ment o mdustnal rebitions
by pursuing with greut vigor
the prograums and schemes
spelled out in the Nutional
Lmployment Plun (NIT1')
cluding the
closer (CISERR RS Y

il e

provradion ol

pde umons

tainly be a disaster for the Filipino working man,
according to Gonzalo Jurado, a visiting research
fellow, and Ma. Theresa Sanchez, an economist,
both at the Philippine Institute for Development

Studies.

in pr()dlxclinn. the fostering
ol conciliation, mediation,
voluntary arbitration and other
consensual modes of conflict
settlement, and the adoption
ol industrial peace accords
and social contract for main-
taiming industnal peace.

e Carry out, without let-
up. its employment planning
and lacilitation programs by
the dissemination of labor
market  information, the
reinformation ol vocational
gudance. employment lesting
und counseling. the provision
of sell-emplovment informa-
tion, and the establishment
ol special programs for the
disadvantaged

e (o full speed n the
implementation of 1ts human
resource development pro-
gram covering worker educa-
tion and health

Jurndo and Sanchez noted
that the government did not
do badly in the arca of em-
plovment generahon during
the three-yvear penod 1993-
1996, The Ramos administra-
inil

ey el stnie ey

L net new qobs o an as-

erage of about one million net
new jobs per year.

While this 1s below the
target of 3.3 million jobs for
the period stipulated in the
Medium-Term  Philippine
Development Plan (MTPDP)
and the NEP, the output is
close to it.

The average growth rate
of employment in the four-
year period 1992-1996 was
3.5 percent, This 15 superior
1o the 2.7 percent average on
the preceding four years of
1988-1992. The unemploy-
ment rate, on the other hand,
fell from 8.6 percent in 1992
to 7.4 percent in 1996,

For the government to
arrest 4 senious unemployment
problem in the next year or
two, Jurado and Sanchez said
it will have 1o exert its best
elforts in pursuing the two
basic thrusts articulated in the
MTPDP and the NEP for the
period 1993-1998,

The two thrusts are accel-
erntion of employment gen-
eranon and human resource
development. (Manila News-
features and Commentaries)
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