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GOUHAGE UNDER FIRE

PRESIDENT JOSEPH ESTRADA IS THE POOR HEIR TO A
BANKRUPT GOVERNMENT AND FALSE BUDGET SURPLUS.
IN ORDER TO MAKE TRUE HIS CAMPAIGN PROMISE,
ESPECIALLY TO THE POOR, HE MUST DELIVER AS AN ABLE
PRESIDENT. CAN ERAP PULL OUT EXCALIBUR?

e An editorial report by ERIC S. GIRON
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ECONOMY FALLING
BELOW EXPECTATIONS

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 8: President Joseph *Erap'" Ejercito Estrada signs Executive Order No. 8§ creating the

1 2 Presidential Commission Against Organized Crime with himself as chairman. The signing held last July 22 at the

.Page Main Conference Room of Malacanian was witnessed by Exccutive S cretary Ronaldo Zamora and Justice Secretary
Serafin Cuevas. (Malacanan Phum)
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EVEN BEFORE SHOWDOWN

UBIC SLOWDOWN

IZVEEN before the contro-
versy over the possible replace-
ment of Richard Gordon as
chair of the Subic Bay Met-
ropolitan Authority (SBMA)
erupted last month, the Subic
Bay Freeport was already
experiencing a slowdown 1
economic activity

Documents obtamed by the
Manila Newsfeatures and Coni-
mentaries last week showed
that revenues generated by
companies operating in the
former American military [a-
cilitv plummeted from a high
of P520 million in 1995 1o only
P36.6 million in 1996.

The documents, however
did not cite anv reasons for
the sharp drop 1n revenues.

Analvsts expected that rev-
enues from the freeport would
further shrink because ol the
currency cnsis, which began
in July 1997, and the still
unresolved controversy over the
chair of the SBMA

Gordon was re-appomted by
President Fidel Ramos last
February: but President Joseph
Estrada, who wanted to boot
out Gordon from the post,
charged that the reappointment
of the former mayor of
Olongapo City for another six
years was illegal.

Estrada appointed his ally,
former Bataan Rep: Felicito
Payumo, to replace Gordon
However, the feistv SBMA

By ELOY A.

chief succeeded m hanging on
1o Ins position by securing a
lemporary restrinmning order on
Payumo’s appomtiment from the
local court

Analysts said the reduction
in revenues from Subic was
in sharp conirast lo the per-
formance of the Clark Special
Iiconomic Zone. another former
US military facility, in Pam-
panga. During the same peri-
od, Clark almost doubled its
revenues [rom enterpnses oper-
ating in the base From P483
million 1n 1995, its revenues
qumped to P910 million

Because of the meltdown
of 1ts revenues, the SBMA
remitted a paltry sum ol
P366,000 1 1996 Lo the sur-
rounding local government
units (L&Us) -~ Hermosa, Mo-
rong. Subic ang Olongapo. By
wayv ol comparison, Il gave a
total of P5.2 million to these
LGUs m the previous vear

Under the law, which paved
the way for the conversion ol
the tormer US mulitary bases
mnto special econonue zones,
the LGUs are entitled to 1
percent share in revenues
generated from the bases
around them

Again, i contrasl to Su-
bic’s, Clark’s share in Ange-
les, Porac, Mabalacal and
Capas ballooned to P9.10
million in 1996 from about
P4.8 million the vear before

CALIMOSO

Analysts cited that these
figures belied Gordon's claims
that the freeport, considered
one of the countrv's *‘high
profile investment areas.”” has
generaled huge income for the
government since the onset of
ils operation several vears ago.

Fhey expressed fears that
the revenues would likely
shrink further this year because
of the ongomng war between
President Estrada and Gordon.
I'he SBMA chiel. who is
battling the two-week Estrada
administration’s move to oust
lim, appeared prepared to hight
Payumo’s appointment up to
the Supreme Court

Last July 1. Gordon and
thonsands of lis lovalists
barricaded Subie to prevent
Pavumo, along with his sup-
porters coming mostly from
neighboring towns 1n Olonga-
po, Irom takmg on lus new
1ob

I'he Subic Bay Freeport
Chamber  of  Commerce
(SBFCC) pointed out that
enterprises operating inside the
base was severely paralyvzed
because of the barricade. On
that day alone, the SBFCC smd
the companies incurred losses
reaching $3 5 million n rev-
enues.

Ferdinand Aristorenas.
SBMA chief operating oflic-
er, quickly dented the report.
saving that the story on sup-

COMBINING natural
and chemical fertilizers
saves on production cost
without sacrificing produc-
tivity.

Using natural -- or or-
ganic -- fertilizer will re-
duce the use of inorganic
-- or chemical -- fertilizers
which, in turn, will save the
country a significant
amount of foreign exchange,

At the same time, recy-
cling waste materials for
organic fertilizer will reduce
pollution,

Sales of organic fertiliz-
ers have gone up in recent
years, from 3,091 metric
tons (MT) in 1985 to 17,138
MT in 1992. The average
volume of organic fertiliz-
er sold per annum is 10,861
MT.

Organic fertilizer pro-
duction also increased from
6,000 MT in 1985 to 73,000

USING NATURAL FERTILIZERS
REDUCES DOLLAR SPENDING

MT in 1992. Average organ-
ic fertilizer production is
39,707 MT a year.

Today, nearly 60 percent
of the country's fertilizer
needs are imported. The total
volume of all imported fer-
tilizers leveled off to 1.1
metric tons in 1987-94. Urea
comprises the bulk of fertil-
izer imports, mostly from
Indonesia, Kuwait and
Qatar. -

Fertilizer consumption
ranges from 1.1 to 1.5 MT,
with farmers preferring urea
among fertilizer grades.
About 67 percent of the total
nutrient consumption was
nitrogen of which 66 percent
was supplicd by urea,

Rice and corn farmers ac-
count for 52 percent of the
total fertilizer use.

The production of organ-
ic fertilizers is beset by con-
straints such as high cost. It

is also difficult to collect
and process mianure and
crop residues. Quality may
not be maintained all the
way from production to dis-
tribution. Often farmers do
not follow the recommend-
ed fertilizer levels.

To ease these con-
straints, the Gintong Ani
Program of the Department
of Agriculture provides
technical, credit and mar-
Keting assistance for the
production of organic fer-
tilizer,

Under the national pro-
gram on Rapid Composting,
the Philippine Council for
Agriculture, Forestry and
Natural Resources Research
and Development
(PCARRD) provides assis-
tance to farmer cooperatives
for the accreditation of their
compost fertilizer producty
for commercial use. (MNC)

posed loss was leaked by in-
vestors who were delinquent
in paving their obligations to
the SHMA

But local civie organizations
like the Olongapo Jaycees con-
lrmed the slowine down of
business activity not only inside

‘Subic but also i Olongapo

liutch Chua. a Javeee sena-

noted that revenues wenl
down to as much as 40 percent
since last week when the fight
between Gordon and Payvamo
worsened  Chua made the dis-
closure despite threats of harass-
ment by Gordon's loval support-
Crs

I'he huge losses in revenues
prompted some lawmakers and
leaders of the local business
community 1o call on intransi-
genl Gordon 1o give way o
Pavomo and allow the smooth

e i
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GORDON:
he's chair.

transition 1 the SBMA leader-

. ship

Claiming that Gordon's con-
tinued defiance of President
Estrada’s order is depriving the
country billions of pesos. sever-
al lawmakers appealed 1o 1he
former Olongapo mayor to step
down and give way to Payumo

Ihe lawmakers - Reps, Pe-
ter Cavetano of Taguig. Amelita

Economic activity slowed down even while

Villarosa of Mindoro Oceidental,
Augusto Syjuco of Hotlo and
Uliran Joaqum of Laguna --
expressed Tears that the standofl
may turn off prospective inves-
tors from the US and Taiwan,
and those operating i Subic
might be forced to relocate to
Hong Kong or Singapore. (Ma-
nila Newsfea-tures and Com-
mentaries)

SOFTWARE THEFT IN RP
REMAINS UNABATED

SOFTWARE theft or prr-
ev o the Philippines s
mained unabated

Last year, revenne
ol the local soltwar
as a resull ool sollv
were estimated to e o
million, refTectine i pm
0l 85 |eree
study made
Sollware Allfnnee SA

Ihe 135 monternational
QrEamzatiog operaling m more
than 60 conntries: s mem-
bers melnde 1he mgeest solt
ware developers stch as Adoe
e, Amtodesk. Tenley Svsien
Faots Development Miocrame-
Ju Microsoll, Novall  santa
Cruz Operation and Sy

I e study poted that these
losses == due 1o thell andd piraes
which 1s a clear violuhon ol
intellectual property rights -
imlhct signihicant damage not
only w the soltware industry
but ulso to the entire Philip-
e cconom

Soltware thelt or piracy
deters local soltware develop-
ment and stilles regional 1n-
novation and the advancement
ol technology . Piracy 15 com-
mitted when a new program
15 created more powerful than
the origimal program by sim-
plv improving on the latter

More olten than not, a
seenario ol rampant piracy 1s
followed by deterioration in
investiments in the software
industry. Large corporations
engaged 1n software develop-

il

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

qent will find 1t repulsive to
mvest 1f expansion and growth
of therr company can hardly

altamed

[ Tiere will also be an alarm-

dechne m onginahity and

vy e developing ore-
mal soltware becaise what
locally programmers do
either improve entsling
progrimn ol Ihear
work, swiieh s praey ot work

I'he BSA has openly advo-
cated he serzure ol
feit sollware and dedicated m
whtime sollware thelt 11 ol-
lers rewad of up o 100,000
(o anvone who can provide
mlormation leading 10 i sue-
cessiul action aganst a4 corpo-
rite-end user using pirated or
connterieil soltware

At least P3,000 1s inumedi-
ately pad to anyone with such
iformation who takes the time
to visit the B3SA's attornevs
to discuss the information

Il you are uncertam about
whether o program s the
genuine product, then yvou
should contact us for assis-
tance,”” the BSA smd, urging
consumers 1o buy only license
copy of the software Irom
authonzed dealers

““If you use counterfeit or
copied software, then you face
imprisonment and lines. Bul
legal risk aside, the firm who
uses counterfeil sollware ex-
posing its business to the risk
of lost of time, lost moncy
lost credibility and eventually

s o

creily AT

CONneT-

lost 1ts busmess,”” the BSA
sand

One ol the greatest dangers
ol using counterfeit software
15 1ts ability to destroy valu-
able data, the BSA said
Becanse such copy of the
soltware 1s more likely 1o
contain computer viruses and
corrupt Nles, which can bring
the firm or the whole busi-
ness operation Lo a'grnding
hall

[11s not always easy to tell
if i particular copy is genuine
or not. the BSA smd Many
counterfeit-packaged products
are designed to look identical
to the original manufacturer's
products

[he BSA ated some indi-
cators that a program may be
a countertent copy. These are
the tollowing

e The price 18 “‘too good
to be true.”™”

e [he program is on a com-
pilation CD-ROM, that 1s a
CD-ROM containing a large
number of programs, [rom o
varietv of different software
developers

e The CD-ROM is a gold
color

# The product is being sold
i only a shnnk-wrapped plas-
tic CD-Rom case
, @ There 1s no retail pack-
aging

e You do not receive a l-
cense agreement, registration
card or manuals wath the pro-
gram. (MNC)
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EDITORIAL REPORT

AN ESTRADA HURDLE CRISIS?

By ERIC S. GIRON

PRESIDENT Joseph Estrada had the misfor-
tune of being tasked with assessing the gloomy
state of the nation at a time when the profligate
Fidel Ramos had squeezed the government treasury
to bankruptcy, ravaged real estate and tangible assets
accumulated through the years and lied about leaving

a budget surplus.

How could Ramos cover up
the staggering P2.3 trillion
public sector debt that ate up
27 pereent of the 1997 natonal
budget and a budget deficit that
15 projected to run up from
P70 billion to P100 bilhon by
yeamed? :

Ramos splurged P4.6 hil-
lion on the Centenmial cele-
bration while the Social Wel-
fare Department beggimg for
P100O million to buy food for
drought vietims . Mindanao
was demed 1

Wihile El Nifo scourge was
laying waste to farmland and
the nation s lood crops. Ra-
mos was dissipating millions.
ol pesos i govermmnen! mon-
ey to splurge’ in 36 lavish
foreign junkets with friends ind
ki and concocting all sorts of
alibis to justily Ins neglect ol
presidential duties

And while Ramos was a
derehict 1o lns sworn duties.
agricultural disasters Irom
drought 1o severe lloods forced
the nation of rice-caters 1o
import 3690 nullion worth of
the staple grmin. On the other
hand, the once flounshing sugar
mdustry had 1o cut back on
its exports because of the
plunge n production

Out of the total nee stock
imcluding the importations
under the past administration,
an nventory ol 1.87 million
metric tons as of July 1, 1998
wiis reported by the Bureau of
Agricultural Statistics. National
Food Authority warchouses
have 35 davs’ supply

At the rate of estimated
consumption of 22 000 metric
tons a day, the 85-day stock
as of July 1 is expected 1o last
up to only September 23 The
expected shortage i the next
harvests will require imports
of 760,000 metric tons. Here
15 where President Estrada has
to decide whether scarce Phil-
ippine dollars will be sacri-
ficed to fill in the shortage. Is
theré an alternative?

If so, where will the cash
be drawn tor the rice impor-
ltron?

RECOVERY PROGRAM

Estrada outlined a program
1o resuseitate the economy and
maintain political stability
which covers aceelerated
agricultural modemization and

more nlrastructure and leed-
er roads to farms. But again
this needs capital

Estrada 1s tapping the
privatization of government
corporations, primarily, the
National Power Corporation
within the first three months
of the regular Congress ses-
s10M.

State revenues will be
shored up from the privati-
zation ol the Philippine Asso-
clated Smelting and Refining
Corp., Petron, Phil. Phosphate
Corp.. Food Terminal Inc.,
Philippine National Bank
Mamila Electric Co., Phil
National O1l Co.-Energy De-
velopment Corp., National
Construction Co: and seques-
tered Radio Philippines Net-
work-9 and Inier-Contimental
Broadeasting-13 TV stations

Estrada suspended the
Armed Forces modemization
program and other plans o be
funded from the sale ol nul-
tary camps. The government
will continue withholding 10
percent of the P8O billion
mternal revenue allotment (1°8
billion) ol local government
units

[:strada refrained from di-
rectly referring to behest loans
obtained by President iRamos
cronies and the virtual monop-
oly by giant corporations and
powerful groups in cornering
resources of government banks
and inancing nstitutions Lo
the detriment ol salaried
emploves for which loans are
mitended

A graphic example is the
approval of a P1 bilhon loan
to mall and real estate devel-
oper Manuel Villar by the
Social Secunity System, a trust
fund for seven million private
employes Another 2 hillion
loan was bemng packaged hy
the Government Service Lnsut-
ance System lor Villar. Tlus
comes as Villar was elected
Speaker ol the House

Villar
President

stood witly Senate
Marcelo lernan
above the dais where Presi-
dent Iistrada declared enough
ol excesses, stealing. wastage
enough of the show i s
message to the 11th Congress
joint session at the Batasang
‘ambansa 1n Quezon Cily
NO MORE PORK

—

ESTRADA, the challenger

e gallers heavily applaud-
ed Estrada’s proposal 1o save
P34 billion by abolishing the
pork barrel lor legislators as
well as the ollice of the Pres-
wlent, = Wealang prumalakpak na
congressmen Estrada smd
with o smile

Reactions 1o Uns varned
Wilule new congressmen mas
conform with: no pork barrel
funds because the wreasury s
bankrupt anywan, the others
clamm the Tunds are expected
by their constituents. The
Ramos administration withheld
the grant of pork barrel in the
last sesston as the funds had
been exhausted

Iistrada 1n s straghtior-
ward manner painted the
oloomy prospect ol reversimg
the impact ol the Asian ¢risis
on the economy, nllation
nismg unemplovment and un
impovenshed state Despite the
bankruptey, Lstrada had to call
for unpalatable austerity mea-
sures and belt-tightening
One lost 1ob 1s one hun-
fomily and one cold sta-
tistic [ cannot aceept,” Estrada
pomnted oul that the
greatest poverty ol the poor

2
sand

man 15 hopelessness

With the government in
need of cash and a recessive
Lstradu called for a
stop o corruplion

CLonomy
CAULSSIVE
spending, loans and debts, Tle
urged o massive cuthack 1
expenses to reduce the public
deficit to P40 billion ot least
by vearend Ortginally estimal-
ed al P70 Wlhon, Estrada

mflated 1t at P90 billion
- - -
CONGRESS PICKS
LEADERS
Prestdent Joseph Estrada
who was carlier perceved s
lavoring Las Pmas Rep
Manuel Villar for the |louse
Speakership against Indepen-
dent Muakaty Rep. JoKer Ar-
rovo. @ confirmed opposition-
ist, and Quezon Ciny Rep
Fehiciano Belmeonte. adopled o
hands-of! stance on advice ol
certam pohiticians
Iistrada backed ofl as Ar-
backer. Rep. Agapito
Aquimo, questioned Villor
Miness to head the House

TovVo

place of Jose de Vencecn N
Villar as undey
by the Commission on lilec
tons and the lHouse electorul
tribunal on irregularies m the
Mav 11 polls

Villar, who had been farm-
img out House posts as 1l he
were already the Speaker.
oflered the No 2 position ol
deputy Speaker for Luzon 1o
Arrovo, who rejected 1t The

myve st alion

[ouse electon showed the stull

the lawmakers are made ol

Weeks belore the opening
ATove received
pledges ol support from Laban
ng Demohratikong Pilipino
l{t‘|}\' Fmesto Herrera, Krisel
Lagman-=Luistro and Allen
Kimnpo, also trom the Laban
ng Masaganang Pilipmo al-
filiates. (Later. they voted lor
Villar, )

Proceedings were delaved

L}

ol the session

]

RAMOS, the terrible

as the competing Arroyo and
Belmonte camps queshoned
technical issues such as allow-
e llouse Secretarv-General
Roberto Nazareno preside
Armovo questioned @ving pri-
orty to the election by rail-
roadimg procedures. e sind 1t
was putting the curt betore the
horse by not adopting rules Lo
sovern the proceedings prior
1o the election

majortly - pro=Villa

meriibers, however, pushed the

I'lye

election which wits over withi-
e hour: Despite the charges
I' inpropnieties against him
Villar garnered 171 votes [rom

0

221 MHouse members. Belimonte

Woa
with 3% voles becime the

pinorty leader, Capie Rep

Munuel Roxas It was desig-
nated actng Moor Teader. Only
voted lor Arrove
SENATE IMPASSE
Sen. Marcelo Fernan as-
siied the presidenes ol the
Senate with 20 votes. The two
Jissentimg votes were Hthose ol
Sens runcisco Totad and
Miriany Delensor Santingo
who ¢limed the ninnorin
Lakits  Sen
Feofisto Gumeona amed to
!.I\.I Il.ll.
h\‘ -I:Ill

e

llowever

mumen sy leader atter
I other Lakas s
Tors swere reswarded witl com
it
Challeneed Coinneona s clanm
suving L okas s bed with
the nagoriy e e Senale
Sen Ponee Inrile
Fatad that the
seilors Wl chose pot 1o lake

ke Lot

mnllee chammanslips

It
avredd wills

comunltees il

Santiage are the Senate nu-
nority: Franklin Drilon became
the majonty leader, Blas Ople
the Senate president pro
lempore

e comested

minorin
leader s post debale was pul
oll lor a
[otad simd 11 was o matter to
be deaded by the minorits

aroups

luture discussion

L L] L ]
VIOLENT ANTI-CRIME
GROUPS, LACSON HIT

I'he wviciousness and
emplovment of sheer violence
emploved by anti-crime
!,j_]i':-l'.]"\ L]L‘nullilgg‘ti }\\ a4 COn-
gressman fuled to dissnade
President Joseph Estrada from
brushing aside all objections
by senators and militant groups
challenging the ereation ol 4
Presidential Task Foree Agamst
Organized Crime to replace the
abolished Presidential Anti-
Crime Commission

The PACC organized at the
onsel of the RAmos adininis-
tration 1 1992 was headed by
then Vice President Joseph
Fstrada 1t was dissolved in
the wake of human nghts

abuses aunbuted to it
President Estrada has issued
I"xecutive Order 8 to orgamze
what Sen Raul Roco calls o
spy stperbody™ tatlor-made
I'strada associate Cluel
supt Panfilo Lacson who wis
placed in the Ireezer by the
Rinmnos administration with
Clhiel Ssupts. Jewel Canson and
Romeo Acop, and Senior Supt
{(Next page, please)

l4h
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Francisco Zubia for the sum-
mary execution of |1 males --
four of them leenagers — on
May 18, 1995,

Lacson’s police career
leaves a traill ol bloody Kill-
ings gomg all the way back to
Feb, 25, 1983 when 'Lt Col
anfilo Lacson was listed with
Major Gen. Fabian Ver and
other Marcos men accused of
gross violation of human rights
such as brutality, lorture,
questionable searches »and
seizures, and forced conles-
S10MS. .

The accused were forced 1o
pay the plaintiffs up to
P150,000 damages and
P200,000 in attormeyv’s lees
The case pends with the Court
of Appeals.

The National Bureau of
Investigation on Feb. 10, 1993
recommended the prosecution
of Task Force Habagat Senior
Supt. Panfilo Lacson and six
policemen as accessories in
*‘the morally unconscionable
sumumary execution of overseas
worker retumee Wilfredo Aala
in Tanauan, Batangas on Ocl
12, 1992."" Aala was “‘never
given a chance to 1denufy
himself or ask questions’ when
he was dragged out of bed jn
shorts and T-shirt out of the
house and summanly killed.
Commuttee Report 304 said

Aala was mistaken for
Wilfredo Galicia. wanted for
the ransom-kidnapping of UST
students Myron Ramos Uy and
Kenneth Go

Chief Supts, Lacson and
Jewel Canson and Senior Supt
Francisco Zubia were involved
in human rights abuses dur-
ing their Cebu City sunts. The
mos! glaring was the arrest of
Carmehto Calasan, 35, a neph-
ew of the late Octuvio
Parajinog, supposedly m a
shootout on Jan. 17, 1994, But
Calasan actually died in a hotel
room while under interroga-
tion by Lacson and his agents.

The Commuission on Human
Rights dismissed the case for
want of wilnesses againsl
Yanfilo Lacson and his agents

In a reported *'shootout™
of PACC agents with the Red
Scorpion Gang members in
1994, the members were shot
at close range from behind, The
wife of RSG leader Allredo
de Leon said her husband was
about to surrender n
Meycauayan, Bulacan when
PACC operatives Killed him

Bulacan Rep. Teodulo
Natividad scathingly indicted
PACC “‘unlawful acts or
downtight murders in appre-
hending suspects in crimes as

established by the existence of

quahifying circumstances such
as ireachen
stipenior lorce by the rawding
elements
MASSACRE OF 11
Chiel  Supts. Lacson,
Canson and Romeo Acop and

and the use of

Senmor Supl. Zubia and Y8
policemen were charged with
the summary execution of |1
males, four ol them teenag-
ers, in two L-300 vans with
their hands ted behind their
backs at an unlit portion of
Commonwealth Avenue,
Quezon Citv at 4 am. Mav
18, 1995

Yma Soronda Abalora came
all the wayv from Zamboanga
del Norte to learn her two sons,
Sherwyn, 17, and Rayv, 19, on
vacation Ifrom school in
Zamboanga, their 14-vear-old
cousins Joel Amora and
Meleubren Soronda, and his
father Rolando Siplon, were
among the |1 rubbed out

Siplon’s wife Gemma, sis-
ter of Mvma, was visited at
her Alabang home by their
brother, William Soronda. He
had a box with P250.000 in
cash at the back ol his car He
had left another box with $2
million which he wanted to
change 1nto pesos at his
Superville Subdivision house
in Paranaque

At 10 o’clock that moming
of May 17, 1995, PACC agents
rammded Gemma's house at
Alabang. They took her to
Binan, Laguna where she was
found 1n grassv Silcas Village
strangled, her forehead dented
by a pistol whip, stabbed
the heart

Wilson was shot dead by
the agents allegedly while
trving to escape. His mece lane
Gomez, on vacation [rom high
school 1 Dipolog City, said
she saw an agent take the box
with P250,000 from the back
of Wilson's car. The box
containing $2 milhon in Wil-
son's house was missing
Policemen under question
admitted they had recovered
P392,000 from two L-300 vans

The 11 males supposed 1o
be members of the Kuratong
Baleleng gang were rounded
up n a Paranaque house, then
taken to Camp Crame in
Quezon City, Aller midnight,
with their hands behind then
backs. thev were packed into
the two L-300 vans, driven Lo
Commonwealth Avenue and
summarily executed

After the massacre. Exec-
utive Order 221 reduced the
PACC to a coordinating body
Lacson's Task Force Habagat
was placed under PNP Chiet
Recaredo Sarmiento. The of-
ficers accused of the rubeut
were placed 1 the freezer

ESTRADA BACKS

OFFICERS

With the assumption of the
Estrada admmistration, Canson
was named chiel ol the PNP
national directorate, Acop chiel
comptroller, ind Lacson to head
the anti-crime body which will
be answerable only to the
President Human night groups
said they will go to court o
challenge the vielation of

P

CEE

FERNAN: Master of the (Upper) House.

Republic Act 8551 which bars
officers with pending cases
from being given a post until
thev are cleared by the court

How can policemen have
meentive 1o light crnime when
they see favored treatment for
such an ehust ““superbody”
answerable onlv 1o the Pres-
ident? Estrada himself as
concurrent intenior and local
governments secretary. will
chair a ten-member commis-
sion of govermment supervisors
plus private anti-erime repre-
sentatives Canna  Agarao,
Dante limenez, Teresita Ang-
See and Alexander Malchior
i

UNSINKABLE
JUETENG

The numbers game jueteng
may be prohibited as gambling
but its collectors overtly go
from house tp house i the
neighborhood daily to collect
bets since heaven knows when
All pronouncements to crack
down on the vice usually turn
out to be sham

Sen. Blas Ople called for
4 no-nonsense  campaign
against jueteng when he found
operators expanding outlets in
Pampanga aller President Jo-
seph Estrada announced he
favored legalizing jueteng.
Iistrada found 11 difficult to
crush the vice which had been
mstitutionalized and cited huge
amounts paid out as protec-
tion money o government
ollicials and law enlorcers

The futility of a toothless
anti-jueteng law was deplored
i 1995 by Pohice Director
General Recaredo Sarmmento
as 83 jueteng operators and
4.208 of 13.248 persons ar-
rested and charged - court
were released alter paving
P2.000 w P3,000 limes. They
returned 1o the jueteng rack-
el

A tougher Taw is not en-
aeted because well-rooted leg-

islators, like local politicians.
receive pavola of P200,000 1o
300,000 weeklv, the police
said. sumply to tum their backs
on the flounshing trade. Since
jueteng and pavola have been
mstitutionalized, why not le-
ealize the numbers game like
lotto? Ople queried

Estrada smd he would rather
see jueteng legalized than lotte
which 1s partly owned and run
by Malaysians so that its profits
leave the country, Malavsian
investors are not getting |13
percent ol lotlo profils as
reported but only 4.3 percent
former Sweepstakes Charman
Manuel Morato clanihed. In
fact he smd the Malavsians
want 1o withdraw Irom the
Visavas and Mindanao where
they felt they were not getting
their share of investment

When the President probed
the 1dea of legalhizing jueteng,
he was swamped with over-
whelming opposition. In the
House. Reps Marcial Punzalan
(Quezon) and  Heherson
Alvarez (Isabela) blasted the
“corruptive anlluence ol
jueteng. Alvarez said jueteng
will not disappear Irom s
province ol Isabela even 1l a
law 15 passed 1o Jegahize 1t

As far back as 1991, Sen
IEmesto Maceda investigated
12 Central Luzon juetene
operators includig Agustin
Roxas and vaunted jueteng
“King”" Bong Pineda whose
network covers Pampuanga
Bulacan tind Nueva Fena

PNP Supt. Elnora Bernar-
dino stopped Jueteng operations
in Bataan last February but
Gov. | eonardo [Roman allowed
the reswmption as candidates
in the May |
FAISING CAmpaign money from
jueteng lords. Bernardimo ac-
Roman ol coddling
jueteng operalors

Retired PNP Supt. Willy
Reuttar had been making a
study on legahzing ueteny

clechion were

cused

smee 1992 But all that jazz
about an ineffective anti-gam-
bling law und the tieup of law
enlorcers with the jucteng
operators makes the drive
against the nsututionnlhized
gambling seem hopeless
L L L
SPIRITS AND FENG
SHUI

When the third loor ol the
Folk Arts Theater under con-
structhion m 1981 was poured
with cement to rush its com-
pletion in 77 days. 11 caved
and lell on the bottom [loor,
Killing the sleeping laborers
They tried 1o cover up the
ghastly ncident The exact
number ol casualties reported
by the wire services was 30
but there was no way of as-
certaining 1l

An account said a man
buried below the waist m the
quek-drving cement was plead-
ing for help but no one could
extnicate him. Afier the build-
ing was linished. employes
working at might reported
hearing groans and other ee-
rie noises. Mrs. Imelda Marcos
who had the Film Center built
commissioned a priest Lo sprin-
kle holy water on the edifice
to exorcise it ol spirits

Ihe Questors groups held
i seance at the Film Center in
1996 To communicate with the
spirits ol the workers whom
they feared were out for re-
venge. A reputed ghost-bust-
ing Atenco professor smd the
lostile spimts were out to exacl

e eve lor an eve revenge

Filipino fascination [lor
spints dates back to preluspane
times when the early mhabit-
ants believed the earth and sky

were crowded with spints of

therr ancestors that mfluenced
therr daly hves. They vener-
ated the pervasive spirits and
Nature’s creations. Thev knelt
betore the crocodile n fear,
regarded the maviupa (crow)
sucred, worshiped oddly shaped
rocks, old and large trees hke
the balete. and idols shaped
ot of wood, stone, bone or
cold called likha
15 called anmusm
a combiming form
meanimg "ol the
carth,’ from the
Greek micnteia meamng divi-
nation. when combined, make
up " ECOnmney.
s vet to lind g place n the
dicuonary. 1t widely  encom-

JRIssEs sUper stittons or strange

Lo
“carth™™ or
and manay

a word that

mundune happenings and be-
lels inconsistent with Known
livs of seience, the true anud
rutional Clhinese geomancy 1s
foniy

[y
Climese art wiieh strives lor
proper alignment of all e
clements ol metal, fire, woad
and earth O ensure
larmony Clunese consult al-

N

shid s un aneienl
Wartar

manaes and feng sh masters
on dutes of weddings and

I'his belier

burials, moving house and
names lor their newbom

Feng shui exponent Rep
Harry  Angping said the
Batasang Pambansa construc-
tion has structural defects and
the “*misplaced structures and
designs are obstructing the flow
of chi or life energv condu-
cive to good fortune and pros-
perity.”” When he set foot in
the session hall, he felt the
coldness nside that drives
away good luck. Warmth in
Chimese geomancy, he smd,
brings love and good fortune

He attributed to feng shui
misfortune like the [ailure of
two former House Speakers,
Ramon Mitra Jr. and Jose de
Venecia Jr., to attain the
Plulippine presidency and two
Ilouse members [rom making
it to the Senate in the May 11
¢lection, Certain candidates lost
in the polls because their
offices occupied the North
wing. Vibralions emanating
from the north are considered
malas >

I'he belief 1n omens called
superstition 1s referred to by
the Chinese as feng shui

- L L

NEW HONG KONG

AIRPORT JINXED?

A new US$20 billion Hong
Kong arport opened July 6 v 05
not spared by geomancers or
fortune tellers of 11l omens for
1ts construction on a hedrock
of stability said 1o have upset
hallowed ground The airport
was built on landfill 30 kilo-
meters west of the old Kai Tak
Airport

The name Chek Lap Kok
taken from the reclaimed site
ol Lantan island itself was
branded unlucky by feng shui
practitioner Wong Wan-loi for
20 yvears who satd when writ-
ten in Chinese. 1t takes 40
strokes

I'he new airport was opened
with fanfare, Bult 1t had
“lengthy Mght and baggage
delays, blocked toilets, stalled
escalators and overcrowded
restaurants.”” A Cathay Pacif-
ic Airways plane struck an
airbnidge and the antomated
grotind guidance system was
shot A dav after the opening.
2,000 tons of mr cargo were
hauled back 1o the old Kar Tak
Airport because of problems
at the new facility

e beleaguered arport was
branded o bil unlueky™ by
Finance Sec. Donald Tsang
[Tis was blamed on ““the fifth
vellow star slnming on a huge
construction work on the coast
of the weslern part of Hong
Rong aslund and the dragon
cannol emerge

Mark my words, Chek Lap
Kok will see more trouble.
arave troubles within one
vear, said Wong Wan-lot. The
July opening was Instorieally
manspicious because it talls
“Jdouble-Niith month
the Lunar calendar™ which 1s
puerleet for disasiers

o n
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* RECLASSIFICATION BARS
POOR’S ACCESS TO LAND

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

AND use reclassification and conversion are turning out to be the main
hindrances to equalizing opportunities for land access and tenure between

landless poor peasantry and the equally landless poor urbanites.

Manuel M. Serrano, char
of the Chamber of Real Es-
late and Builders Association
(CREBA), made this assess-
ment in a paper tiled Land
[/se Conversion and Reclas-
sification, saving that numer-
ous documented cases ol ir-
regulanties m the implemen-
tation of agranan reform have
effectively locked the coun-
try’s agricultural land resourc-
es

In this way
efforts to provide the under-
privileged sectors ol society
both in the rural and urban
areas the opportunity to own
land.

Serrano noted that what

they hinder

rather complicates things is
the stand of the Department
of Agranan Reform (DAR)
that the landless peasantry has
the exclusive or first claim in
the disposition of the coun-
try’s agneultural lands
Aganst this backdrop, any
socio-economic development

activity involving the use of
land, whether to be undertaken
by the government or the
private sector, must first pass
the DAR’s gauntlet of rules.
regulations and processes rom
the lowest Barangay Agrar-
an Reform OfMice (o the Office
of the DAR secretary limsell’

Serrano pomnted out that
such a situation could have
been tolerable if the DAR had
not set aside considerntions
ol overall national interest, dis-
regarding even the conshitu-
tional goals ol social justice
equal opportunity, equal pro-
tection, local autonomy and
balance socio-econonue devel-
opment.

He stressed that the devel-
opmental imbalance ansmg
out of this situation 1s evi-
dent when one considers thal
out of the country’s total
agricultural resources, only
about 10 pereent to |5 per-
cent have been utilized lor
non-agncultural activities. The

rest are locked in for purpos-
es of the Comprehensive
Agrarian Relorm Program
(CARP)

Serrano noted that there are
only about three million farm-
ers as -'Iz._'.(lill.‘&; the Cllllllll'\-:\
total population ol about 70
million. Of this hgure, 48
percent live m urban areas,
12 percent are unemploved,
four mullion famihes are land-
less and homeless. and 25
milhion houscholds ore 1den-
ufied as urban poor squatters
CREBA

pluimed that unless this 1ssue

[he chanr ex-
15 resolved. problems anising
out ol this demographic dis-
tribution: such as wadegiite
housimg and basic facilines
congestion and poor sanita
ton will worsen i the hight
ol urban mugration

He asked 1l lands alreads
reclissilied for nonsagreultur-
al or non-agraran purposes
is still subject to coverage un-
the CARP, and which

der

LAND: Reelassificd and converted, but not distributed.

hranch or ageney of the gov-  will undertake 1in cooperation only by congress

ernment has jursdicaon or - wath the -private sector 4 On conversion he smd. the

authonty w efleet land reclas-  continuing program ol urban  DAR 1s conferred the power

silication land relorm and housing

wlueh will make avatlable al

o allow conversion ol agri-

Serruno sild | cultural lands In the exccu-

along this hine cost decent housing and ba-  tive body, the chiel executive
the Canstilnliogg, w
that

ll.lhlL'Il.l}\'.".'I!'l g el

ste services 1o the underprivi- s conferred the power to is-

the stale w 'IL‘:_‘L'} ind homeless

NEITit

lreation ol

sue proclamations that iden

i vsmd the reclussi-  Wiv and designate other ar-

program louded the rig it lunds orgmally cias or sites that may be de-

ol Tormers und roeolar funn glassalied os ngnenltural man veloped mto econvmic zones

workers who are lundle (Manila Newsleatures and

e ellected only through a jeg

islutive uet. thus, thie poser

the Consttunon Commentarics)

Jie sanie, by | topeclissiy mian be exer

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
OFFICE OF THE NOTARY PUBLIC
MAKATI CITY

UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK,
Petitioner/Mortgagee,
versus EXTRAJUDICIAL FORECLOSURIE
ADVISE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED OF REAL ESTATE MOHTGAGE
INC., represented by its Chairnian UNDER ACT 3135 At
and CEO Atty. Carlos A, Raneses BY ACT 4118
Respondent/Mortgagor
=

AMENIDE T

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE SALL
Pursuant to the terms of the Real Estate Mortgage dated December 4, 1997 exeouted by
INTERNATIONAL LIMITED, INC , represented by its President, ATTY. CARLOS A HANLSTS
mortgagors, In favor of UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK, lander-mortgagee te
mortgage Indebtedness amounting to PESOS: THIRTY THREE MILLION {P33,000,000 00
Currency, owing to the lender-mortgagee, plus interests, penalty and othar charges,
and other necessary expenses together with all lawtul lees and expenses ol lomclosuiw salic, the
undersigned Notary public for and In Makatl City hereby gives notice 1o all parties con
to the public in general that on 21 August 1998 at in the morning of thoys
in front of the Main Entrance of the Municipal Building of Makati City, he will sell at publi
to the highest bidder and for CASH
with all its improvements, to wit
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 211094
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20,51 m, to pt. 2, thence N, 48 deg 22'W. ., 27 42 m, to pt. 3; thence 541 deg 38| 1.16
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More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities Ekinds
in depressed areas.

11

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure octivities, Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
little better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

PAG,
) C,
.\, (2

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR mauers. And
PAGCOR cares.

& j Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation

Responding through Responsible Gaming
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High-finance Villar

HY the rich get richer and the poor get poorer than rats
is exemplified by Las Pinas Rep. Manuel Villar, 48, re-
puted as the wealthiest legislator as a billionaire.

While wage earners have to bleed to squeeze a government
petty loan to tide over a small business perhaps or invest it as
down payment for a lot and house, Villar has wangled the biggest
P1 billion loan ever from the Social Security System which is
a trust fund for seven million salaried employes in private enter-
prises.

Villar was not the owner nor a member of the board of Manuela
Corporation owned by his wife’s family until he bought it last year.
But the SSS Commission approved at its July 15 meeting the billion-
peso loan for Villar to complete his Pacific Mall on Shaw Bou-
levard, rehabilitate EDSA Manuela and Metropolis in Alabang
and restructure P1.7 billion in existing loans.

And by the quirk of having obtained the billion-peso SSS loan,
the financing scheme would be rounded up with another P2 billion
loan from the Government Service Insurance System, a trust fund
for state workers. By the way, is Villar a member of both the SSS
and the GSIS?

The SSS released an initial P200 million loan to Villar. Now
that the cat is out of the bag, the billion-peso loan is put on hold.
This occurred as Villar was farming out House committee chairman-
ships despite the impropriety of his facing charges on irregularities
in the May 11 polls before the Commission on Elections and the
House electoral Tribunal.

Will the election charges now be condoned after Villar has
been elected House Speaker?

Manuela Corporation which had been raking in profits for
three consecutive years of P3.25 million in 1994, P6.08 million in
1995, and P8.67 million in 1996, lost all the three-year P18 million
profits because of a reversal in 1997 of P87.2 million devastating
loss.

Manuela’s massive losses last year were blamed on Metro
Manila’s having reached the saturation point in malls. With the
Asian crisis riding on top of it, the risk of granting a billion-peso
loan by either the SSS or the GSIS is quite high.

As a result, immediate past SSS Chairman Renato Valencia
is accusing the new chairman, Carlos Arellano, of having endorsed
on July 15, 1998 the billion-peso Manuela loan approved by the
Commission on the same day. He accused Arellano of increasing
the P250 million to P500 million loan recommended by a subcom-
mittee to P1 billion. He said it should have been reviewed by the
Investment Committee for check and balance. But Arellano dis-
banded the committee, saying it was awkward occupying two positions,
one representing the commission, the other representing manage-
ment.

SSS officials seek to extenuate the loan grant to Villar by
citing stringent measures before approval. But the system remains
rotten because it defeats the SSS mission to serve wage earners,
not to finance an ailing bigtime mall developer.
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What a legacy!

THINK about these o PSO-3 government
defiait, inredeemable treastny bills worth P450-
13. 13 3% nnemploviient ite. the second worst
iy ASEAND 75% ol dhe
poverty hne. and g 532

populution below
b loreign debt

I Creneral-President
.'\l\'1-l|!l!li\
s cutastrophie leg-

['hese are Lie lewacies
]'{‘lnu\" (B 1l .-.:..||-|
Lachanen

"k";'."‘lll‘l'll
"\.|-'|||-L I V¢
ey Todav, duls |5

I he were Cory . who admnnied  belore she
Became reswdent her ignorancee ol governance.
Ramos could be foreiven, and lorgiven easily
BBut no, the man trumpeted s knowledge

and boasted (n the muddle of his tenm that the
Philippines had become an economic tiger --
u boast the likes ol Newsweek took |l'.7\‘1\l line
and sinker

And did he not also trumpet that the Sky
wav. along with MRT and IR 2
part of Ins legacies”

Well. from the looks of o all. the intra-
structures will hikely be Bmished. o ever, al
the Second Coming, when no one will be using
them

Fven s press mouthpiece has adnntied
that he wasn'1 candid enough He who was, n

would be

my honest beliel and opimion snot a duly elected
I'resident '

I don't always agree with Mr Lichaueo. hut
this time [ do as he descnbes Phalippme economy
this wav A cconomy resting on heer, e
cream, cigireltes, golt courses, Ingl-nse con-
dos, luxury velieles, shopping malls and beaclh
resorts,

Let's see what Erap can do, 1e who has,

. ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

al this carly, admitied hishead 1s already nching.
No, nol [rom too much wlhiskey, but from the
problems he has inlienited rom the First Baby's
Gieneral

(R R E S

Haven't you known that Tong Payumo
and Dick Gordon (their nicknames are very
suggestive) are graduates of the same elitist
law school? A school which, another alum-
nus claims, is the best in the country and
whose products follow only the Constitution
and the laws?

By the time the Subic war is over (and
the war is far from being a courtroom war),
one will have lost his wig and the other, his
chin,

That's how, elitist they are.

(AR TN}

II' vou have any grievances againsl the
Supreme Court or any ol s Honorable Jus-
hices, don't ever make the mistake of demon-
strating within 200 meters lrom 1ls premises
on Padre Faura. Otherwise, vou'll hind your-
sell m jail

IFreedom ol speech?

[Forget 1. Their Honors don’t want to be
disturbed. They made it ¢lear in their July 7th
direcuye 1o all and sundry

We Forum

MM R

PHILIPPINE PRESS INSTIIUTE

Published onee a week by the J. BURGOS MEDIA
SERVICES, Inc. with editorial and business offices at 92
Road 1, corner Road 33, Project 6, Quezon City. Fax No.
928-53-67: Tel. Nos, 928-51-17 (Administrative, Circula-
tion and Prodetion), 928-40-97 (Editorial).

JOSE G. BURGOS, JR.

PUBLISHER-EDITOR




OPINION

AUGUST 3-9, 1998

HEARTH
AND HEARTH

by EDITA T. BURGOS

A blade of grass

Fifteen straight days n the city to work
on urgent matters [lew so fast. | didn’t re-
alize 1 had been away for so long from the
farm until we went home

Even n the dark of the mght, 1 could feel,
see, and smell that the grass was tuming
green

Was it only last week that I was praying
that the rains would fall in the farm nstead
of in Metro Manila where it is not only more
needed but more welcome?

We were at the grocery when the first real
rain fell on the city and one of the salesladies
commented “‘Sana huminto na.. mababasa
ako pag-uwi ko." | couldn’t help but repri-
mand her for wishing so... a lot of people are
praving for the long dry-spell o end and here
she was praving otherwise after the prayers
were answered! People, people.. can they never
transcend self ?

Anyway, back to the farm.

| could feel as | walked over the lawn
(deliberately avoiding the gravel walk) to the
house. The cushiony, soft, moist surlace en-
ergized my walk into a spnint. This was not
the hard, crackly. brittle feehng my feet
received from the caked mud and the dry
grass

“Yes'", 1 thought, ““the grass was once
again alive
life... infecting the walk into a lively spring.™

The hectic tiring schedule durmg the day
and the lack of sleep the night before were not
reasons to keep me in bed. When I felt the
other side of the bed empty, | hurriedly got
up and looked out of the window 10 conlirm
what I felt the night before

The lawn still showed signs of El Niio’'s
devastation but through the brown and gray
landscape green voung blades started to peep.
The feeling was indescribable rehiel. that
the worst of the drought was over, hope . that
the dyving plants would be resuscitated back to
life, gladness that those who live off the land
would soon be happy and thanksgiving to the
One who sent the rains. All these and much
much more.. . The feeling is bevond words.

Indeed a blade ol grass amid aridity can
spell the majesty and power ol the | ord n so
many ways

its blades springing back to

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice is hoereby given that the estate of the
late PURIFICACION R, BANZON and ALBERTO D
BANZON, who died intestate and without a will on
Novamber 23, 1987 and July 16 1987 at Manila
and Puerto Princesa City, respectively, had been
seitled among their hoirs as per Extrajudicial Set
tlement of Estate hearing Doc. No. 90, Page No
18, dated July 20, 1998 at Quezen City before
Notary Public Paterno . Kapunan of Quezon City
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The Yuppies are coming!

FRIEST] young laces are starting to make
their presence felt in the agri-business sector
With little more than their youth and brassy
energy Lo push them, they have started cutting
a swath through the darkened mystenies ol the
national food effort. Their entry is both timely
and realistic. They have realized there are stand-
ing room signs on the convenlional success
ladder Those places are lull of taipan ofl-
spring or Iribesmen of traditional tvcoons
Yuppies, currently identified as young under-
rated achievers. believe this immovable fact
could be a blessing i disguise for hope-to-
be's like them

Ihey could be right. The two yuppies 1 met
at a privale semmar on backyard bandna rais-
ing in Quezon City recently were junior stock-
brokers [ive vears out of business college They
were both hungry and restless. Their search
for ““new and self-sustaining’~ businesses had
vielded piles of mumeographed papers. pan-
phlets and books, which they read to tatters
They had visited poultry operations. piggeries
home-stvle meat packing plants, rilapia lish-
ponds, herbal medicine and black peppet
repackers. They had nineteen
their hist

Something 1s sue lo Lurmn up
older one
thing 1s sure! 104 a sellers” markel Too mim
people and not eneugh food hemg produced 1o
leed them

We're not shooting for the stars

more rps on

sind the

Rico: who was all of 3l e

sind
n 30-vear-old named Arthur 1l
what we find puts more food on the natonil
table, we 1l stick to it, until 1t puts mones 1
our bank accounts. ™

[ remained agri-business seemed o wee bil
distanced [rom skyscraper stock brokerige
Arthur laughed, **That’s true.”” he said = [
it has also been said, the hugher the burldigs
the lower the prospects ol advancement

Yes. the yvuppies, or young luve
started to move. Their names and lices are
turning up everywhere. No mventory seems Lo
be kept of how many go beyond the first tentative
stages But enough new laces Keep appearing
say agri-business disciples, 1o show vuppie
involvement is not only holding its own but
expanding  And they are begmmng 1o make
their presence lelt

“What we're curious to find out 1s how
many prospects enter the marketng end ol the
business,  says a field supervisor ol the
Department of Agriculture. *“That s where the
new players are most needed We have enough
built-in production capacity among our farmi-
ers. They can produce anything. Developing
steady markets for actual or potential fanmers
is the big barrier II' the yuppies enter s
field. they will boost lood sccunty better than
il they competed with the peasants

True enough. All the same, some vuppies
are known to have made the grade in diverse
areas from crops to animal production and
aquaculture. Ther vigor, enthusiosm and will
ingness to work long hours have overcome the
mistakes made by other amateurs

So where are ithe vuppies now? The survi-

the second

wlinevers

vors are in beel fatlening and poultry raising
lake-side lish pens, cereals and food crops
mostly on the distribution ends A loreign service
graduate enjoved seasonal spells ol prosperiiy
smudging mango plantations
dampened his enthusiasm. A lew are
imtermediaries Tor large restaurnnts and food
chains  Others trek to the Divisoria and
Balintawik food markets buying up lresh
produce lor large-scale consumption o1 resile

Others mis raising families through tough
years and tending to [ulltme ofhee jobs

ITwo had years
buver

Wholesale immersal doesn't come easv. bul
they renudin in Lol and try to keep up with
the rest ol the pack

“The multipher effect generated by the
vuppres  fresh approach s good for the food
trade.”" o supplicr of veterinary. medicines said
A Tew who started out with ege-laving op-
erations are now distibuting therr eees 1o Metro
Manila tamilies They have standby
suppliers who backstop them if their produc-
tion stalls. They could end up expanding the
produce of established fanns. The country needs
that ™

One yuppie pouliry contract producer be-
gan mporting chicks for & breed ol French
frec-ranging chickens, which are raised the
“palaboy” o1 lield way. like ordinan
native chickens  They taste ke native chick-
e feh hie needed to stabilize lis
standard broiler production before expandimg
the profitable new lne So he arranged with
many small producers to rase e French free-

stendy

l‘]"\.‘ll

ens, oo

ranging chicken: and told them he would buy
whatever they conld noi sell

e gol few I bois nutiadly The complamt
wars that e freespaneers matured weiglhing as
miueh os a kilo move than the ardinary. market
chicken How did this suppie solve 17 e told
thent L ell
e

bhelore they h;:ll.f!\'li
normal overweight level. The small
| hard on then
ralit chickens direct

the chickens
HIOWETS did | (AN Mones
mpis i sold
to their buvers

Sty st (Imost by mstinet o
Lhe xae v ppiaes coking entmy into agn
s UL ume plans will nol
Lered then ovgraght o mniltimational status i
L faind hitt 1o the dredit ol he
vipme
ibout that

~‘|"L,‘I,l| 1) &

T1CSS

hemselves. they re prelly sanginne

1| Ing i I the

s s keep, andomakes mones |
that s fine oo

Can the vuppres now exme their mis

prospenty comes, hine

e nyeston

‘Domestic
Goddess’

Motherhood does s

!.[I..l‘.c.-
ple. [ transtforms. wives gilo crantures the

husbands have never seon belore - let glone

know existed outside of thewr purents™ home
Eb kX
Months g

would change me

| never thought parenting
Unul I had a weird ex-
perieney iy oly e the ICJ'H}.'CL.IlI-l

I E

My hisbnd and 1 ogenerally do not care
wlhat happens mside our rel 10s o parl ol the
Kitchien archiecture where we deposit lelt-
hicre until oblivion

overs. b abandon then

Kk EN

iy tather=m-low  the ong-
the el

- mueh 1o the constermation ol me

LIl one diy
mal owner ol decided 10 open the
darn g
and my husbond I the process ol dads tas
we cill Tum) kg oul the tood e was
[etung out a eacophony ol loul smells. Prag
lIL‘-.!“\ .1“ hL‘I] broke loosce

|‘|“|l\\i_'t1_ illl COLIsY |||\|||.\\'l| ST I!l']\' -|1IL[

e seenes that

there: we gol some serions leeturnng abaout
(e importanee of not fetting: nuidentified fons
ol lile thrive and multiply in the rel

LR

EARTHMAN

L-.

by MARIO P. CHANCO

handle other foods or food products whose
production roots straddle the whole country-
side? Can they encourage primary producers
to expand production sufliciently for the na-
tion to accumulate a marketable surplus in-
stead of the perennial shortages that seem lo
attend every promising effort?

“There are seasonal fruits, fish, crops and
produce that cannot all be handled at the tme
ol their appearance,” says a Bureau of Plant
Industry expert with decades of food handling
knowhow

Gathering, processing and moving them
along the food chain may be too tedious und
unprofitable for the giant companies. There's
fish protemn to converl into bagoong, hivo
Hinapa, Irwts to preserve or can n quantines
suitable for delicatessen or food specialty
shops

The whole nation 1s a depository of such
products. some may have even been buned or
lorgotten because national targets can only wrap
funds and technology around the basic staples
This 1s where the loud knock of opportunily
beckons (0 the yappies. With nattonal Laste
stimulated by junk
mitkets tor old truditionals could appear. Baluts,
achara lor cocktal lounges Pickled
areen lastidy-
s comstimers of the mouth-waterig morsels
e Spamsh il fapas So why haven t those
Lunts foods been pushed before” Sunple, said

e uppie No one has ever thought
wid brond-naming enough of them

Buds alreads 1oods, new
Pelien's

onons MENgoes or camiis for

e

by LANI RIYAS

[liis was a tamihar seene - only, 1t n-
volved iy mother and me i her old house
where | used to hive as an existentialist and
angry leenager

L E L)

[ realized 1 have been avoiding the ref -
and putting ofl’ the task of cleaning 1t us long
i | possibly can - for fear of being anything
like my mother: a domestic goddess But come
{0 think of it, what is so wrong with that?
[1ad she neglected her Kingdom then, | prob-
by would have died of food poisoming from
roting refrigerator food or something equally
pathetic

ERERd

No way is my child going to be subjected
{0 weird ordeals like molded food mn the ref
My miother did a fine job keeping me ofl it
Mavbe I'll do just fine if I stop ducking re-
sponsibility




AUGUST 3-9, 1998

RICE production in the Philippines will fare better in 1998/

99 than in other Asian countries.
The upbeat trend forecasted for the country reflects a return

to normal weather, Indeed, world rice production is projected
at a record 387.9 million tons (milled basis) for 1998/99, according

to the Economic Research Service (ERS) United States Depart-

ment of Agriculture.

Philippine rice production is projected to hit 7.15 million

tons in 1998/99, up 7 pefcent from 1997/98 bul still below

the 1996/97 record

Higher area and yield are behind the larger crop in the
country whose 1997/98 crop was down nearly 8 percent, mainly
because of the drought brought by the El Nifio weather. In

1997/98, the Philippines’ 6.7-million-ton crop was down near-
ly 8 percent from a year carlier
On the import side, the Philippines is projected to import

1.75 million tons — up 250,000 from forecasts made mn June
—- as a result of continued buying Similarly, the Philippines

is projected to import 900,000 tons, down from 1.75 million

this year as production rebounds from the reduced 1997/98

crop.

In fact, international prices for most grades ol rice have
risen since late March, due to a tightening of available sup-
plies, continued large purchases by Indonesia and the Philip-
pines, and some strengthening of the Thai baht.

Through June, Indonesia had purchased 4 to 4.5 million
tons, mostly from Thailand and Vietmam. The Plulippines has

purchased at least 1.5 million 1

and Thailand.

ons, also mostly from Vietnam

The record world rice production i1s more than | percent
larger than the 1997/98 crop. the ERS said. World consump-
tion is projected to be a record 3878 nullion tons. more than

| percent above a year earlicr

With consumption almost matching production, ending stocks
are projected to be virtually unchanged at 52.1 million tons
the ERS said in a mid-year assessment of rice production and
trade both in the U.S. and abroad

““The stocks-to-use ratio is projected at 13.4 percent, down
slightly from a year earlier and low enough to make prices
sensitive to any crop shortfall in a major consuming or pro-

ducing country,”’

the ERS said.

The primary factor behind the projected record production
in 1998/99, it said, is expectations of a return of normal weather
in Southeast Asia and Latin America. Shortfalls in production
in several countries in these two regions were responsible for

~the record 1998 trade.

Indonesia will account for the bulk of the production in-
crease. Indonesia’s crop is projected to rise 2.1 million tons
from 1997/98 to 33 million due to greater area and slightly
higher yields. The crop would still be slightly below the record

33.2-million-tons in 1995/96.

Bangladesh is projected to produce a record 19-million-ton
crop, up 775,000 tons as area and yield both rebound.

INT’L RICE PRICES
CONTINUE TO RISE

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

GLOBAL 1999 rice trade
15 projecied at 20.2 mullion
tons, down 14 percent from
1998’s revised record of 23.4
millien but still the third larg-
est on record.

Global rice trade is project-
ed at a record 23.4 million tons
(milled) in 1998, almost 24
percent higher than 1997,
according to the Economic
Research Service (ERS)

The month-to-month in-
crease in exports is largely due
to a 200,000-ton mcrease in
Ihailand’s exports to 6 mil-
lion tons — based on the pace
ol sales to daie

On the import side, the
Philippines 1s projected 1o
mport 175 milhon {ons — up
250,000 from lorecasts made

NOTICE OF EXTRA-
- JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Netica i heraby given that
the westate ol tha late
PURIFICACION R. BANZON and
ALBERTO D. BANZON, who died
intestate and without a will on
November 23, 1987 and July
16, 1987 at Manila and Puerto
Princesa Cily, respectively, had
beesn settled among their heirs
as per Extrajudicial Settlement
of Estate hearing Doc. Neo. 90,
Page No. 19, dated July 20,
1998 at Quezon City before
Notary Public Paterno C. Kapunan
of Quezon City
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LEGAL NOTICE

in June -- as a result of con-
tinued buying

An expecled return o nor-
mal weather in Southeast Asia
and Latin America 1s behind
the smaller trade forecast, as
the 1997/98 il Nifto cul crops
in several countries -- leading
to record rade

Indonesia accounts for the
bulk of the reduced imports
Indonesia’s imports are pro-
jected at 1.5 million tons --
still sizable by world standards
-- but down 3.5 million from
1998's record, a result of the
larger projected crop

Similarly, the Philippines
15 prn_w(mll to import QO 00K
tons, down from 1 75 nullion
this vear as production re-
bounds from the reduced 1997/
98 crop

mgladesh s projected 1o
mmport just 350,000 tons., down
from a unlhion m 1998 -- a
result ol o record crop. Yet.
while Brazil's crop 15 project-
substantially
imports ure projected to drop
only 2000000 tons to 1 mil-
lon Brazl has been a sizable
importer lor a decade as pro-
duction has not kept pace with
use

In contrast to these reduc-

ed 1o merease

tions, imports by several coun-
tries are projected to expand
Iran -- with no increase in
production projected -- 1s
expected to mmport | million
tons, up 200,000, Guinea is
projected to import 350,000
tons — up 150,000 -- a result
ol a smaller 1998/99 crop

Nigeria -- one of the larg-
est markets for parboiled rice
--+1s projected to import
750,000 tons, up 150,000 from
1998. While Nigeria's crop 1s
projected to post a slight in-
crease 1 1998/99, production
remains well below peak lev-
¢ls achieved early in the de-
cade

Even with a record crop,
China’s 1999 1mporls are
projected to nise 25 percent Lo
500,000 tons, mostly Tha
Iragrant nice lor urban consum-
ers Finally, lapan 1s project-
¢d 1o inerease imports 1998,
a result of the World Trade
Oreanization agreement

On the export side, Asia
will export less as this year's
record pace has pulled stocks
down. A smaller crop is ex-
pected to reduce Thatland’s
exports to 5.7 million tons,
down 300,000 from 1998°s
revised level

A steady crop and rising
consumpfiion are behind a
750,000-ton drop in China’s
exports to 1.75 million tons.
India’s exports are projected
to drop 1 million tons to 1.5
million, a result of no growth
in production and expanding
domestic use Vietnam’'s ex-
ports are projected lo margin-
ally drop to 3.5 mullion tons
from this year’s record 3.6
million, as the country rebuilds
stocks.

Some stock rebuilding 1s
behind Pakistan’s projected
drop in exports to 1.75 mil-
lion tons, a 250,000-ton de-
crease. Australia 1s projected
to export 625,000 tons -- down
75,000 from 1998 -- the re-
sult of a smaller projected crop

In contrasi, exporls [rom
Soutlt America will up in 1999
Argentina is projected o ex-
port 550,000 tons. up 37 per-
cent Irom (99X Uruguay's
exporls are projected to rise
14 percent to 600,000 tons
Finally, Guyana 1s projected
to post a 25,000 ton increase
in exports to 175,000 Crops
in all three countnes are pro-
jected to rebound from 1997/
98 reduced levels. (MNC Agri
News Service)

Notice is hereby given that
the estate of the late MARIO
C. CLEMENTE who died on
February 9, 1998 have been
extrajudicially settied by and
among his heirs before No-
tary Public Ferdinand M. de
Leon of Quezon City,

In contrast, smaller crops are projected for several coun-
tries, Japan's crop is projected to drop 8.3 million tons, down
823.000 from 1997/98, as area continues to decline largely due
to area diversion programs. South Korea's crop is projected
to drop 250,000 tons to 5.2 million due to a small drop in
arca. Both Japan and Korea have agreed to increase imports
under the World Trade Organization.

Several exporters are projected to have slightly smaller crops
also. The Thai crop is projected to contract 100,000 tons to
14.6 million as area drops slightly in response to lower ex-
pected prices, Australia's crop is projected to drop 50,000 tons
to 900,000 on expectations of a return to trend vields out- |
weighing a small area expansion :

China’s 1998/99 crop is projected at 140 million tons -
unchanged from the 1997/98 record — even though area is
expected to decline slightly. India’s crop 1s projected at 83.5
million tons -- steady with the 1997/98 record - o result ol
a slight area expansion and return to trend vields.

Smaller crops are projected for several exporters in 1997/
98 as well. Vietnam's crop 1s projected down 200,000 tons
from a year earlier, a result of drought stress to the second

4°T0p.

Guyana’s crop is down 46,000 tons due to drought also
Severe flooding in the cone of South America reduced Argen-
tina's crop 25 percent and Uruguay’s 16 percent from 196/97
These two countries together typically account for most of
Brazil's imports. (Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)
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NOTICE OF LOSS

Notice is hereby given )i
that the following certifi- =

cates of Citytrust Banking
Corp. has been lost: PADOLINA GRACES CELEBRATION OF SCIENCE COMMUNITY: Science Sec-
Certificates No. 0064 2; retary William G. Padolina urges the management and staff of Los Bafios Science
01009; 8801025A; Community member-agencies to bank on S&T-based technologies and information/
2:223;?2 ggg;?g?i cducation to further promote poverty alleviation in the country. Ocecasion was the LBSC
9913967A: and | Convocation held at the Philippine Council for Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources
99140324, Rescarch and Development (PCARRD), Los Bafios, Laguna in celebration of the National
Science and Technology Week (NSTW), Also in Photo are PCARRD Officer-in-Charge
Beatriz P. del Rosario and former Education Secretary Ricardo T. Gloria. (Jennifer
C. Jara, S&T Media Service)

WE FORUM

August 3, 10 & 17, 1998
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TAX AMNESTY: WHAT THEY SAY"

By NICK REBONG

THE [Estrada administra-
ton's plan to grant amnesty
to tax evaders has drawn flak
from businessmen and militant
I‘.'Tl]llll.\'

ey described the proposal
as a band-aid or quick-fix
solution to the problem of
revenue shortlalls, :

The latest to fire broadside
against the tax amnesty was
the Bankers Association of the
Philippines (BAP), which
warned against the moral
hazard of the proposal

“This 1s not the first time
we are doing this and the moral
hazard is the usual concemn,’”
BAP president Deogracias
Vistan told newsmen last week

Expressing the same senti-
menl, former Finance Secre-

tary Salvador Ennquez stressed
that amnesty 1s unlair to hon-
est taxpayers. ~“With amnes-
ty, the tax evader goes scol-
free when he is supposed to
be prosccuted for defrauding
the government,”” he said

Enriquez cited that the
results of the tax amnesty
programs in the past were
discouraging. The Marcos re-
gime with its series of nine
amnesty programs generated
only P1.1 billion and the
Aquino admiristration collected
P1.4 billion.

I'he Bureau of Internal
Revenue's (BIR) special tax
amnesty in 1997 vielded P356
million,

In its February
the Plulippine tax performance.

review of

the International Monetary
Fund (IMI7) noted that despite
the series of amnesty programs,
tax collections fell short of
largel
Tax wmnesty may have

even caused tay evasion,” the
IME said

[For the hrst quarter of this
vear. the BIR reported a 17.5
percent shortlall in mcome tax
collections from corporate tax-
pavers that account for 25
percent ol total tax revenues

In proposing the tax amnesty
plan, the Lstrada administration
oflicials expressed optimism that
they can raise P20 billion-P30
billion in new revenues, which
can brnidge a widening deficit

They appeared 1o be banking
on g compromise deal with the

C & C LENDING INVESTOR

Rep. by REMEDIOS CACHO in

hei capacity as manager,
Plaintift

OFFICE OF

Republic o! the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
Morong. Rizal

CIVIL CASE #7286

THE CLERK OF COURT

versus FOR Judicial Foreclosure
RUPERTO BALAJADIA, of Mortgage with Damages
Detfendants.
x - . e e tacals 3

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

WHEREAS, a verified complaint was filed before the MTC-Moreng
of Mortgage with Damages on the 15th day of January, 1997,

WHEREAS, Judgment was rendered in the above-entitled case on Au st
portion herein gquoted as follows:

FOREGOING considered the Court hereby orders the defendant to pay plaintiff the following

a) the principal amount of SIX THOUSAND (P6,000.00) PESOS with interest rate of 20% per
120 days from April 7, 1994 until fully paid:

b) Atto, ey's fees in the amount of 10% of the total amount of deferdants obligation;

c) litigation expenses plus costs of suit

In default of such payment the subject real property in the real estate mortgage be sold at
public auction to satisfy defendant’s total obligation

SO ORDERED

Morong, Rizal

August 13, 1997

Rizal for Judicial Foreclosure

13, 1997, dispositive

(Sgd,) REDEMIDO B. SANTOS
Municipal Trial Judye

WHEREAS, the mortgagors defaulted in the payment of the obligation so that as of April 29,
1995 in the amount of SIX THOUSAND PESOS (P6.000.00) plus interest at the rate of twenty
(20%) per one hundred twenty (120) days to the damage and prejudice ol the plaintff,

WHEREAS, on the 6th day of July, 1998 and upon motion by the plaintiff through counsel,
praying for the sale of the mortgaged property, this Court issued an ORDER on the motion to
cause Sale of the Mortgaged property the same is hereby granted in favor of the plainuff and
against the defendant for the implementation of the aforestated judgment

NOW THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the amount of judgment issued by this Court
for the recovery of the full amount of said judgment inclusive of all the required fees and ¢ (penses
interest, attorney’s fees and costs thereof, the UNDERSIGNED SHERIFF IN-CHARGE s hereby
announces that on the 24th day of August, 1998 at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon
thereafter at the Justice Hall, Office of the Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio sheriff, will sell at public
auction the Real Estate property subject of the mortgage In the above-entitled case, to the highest
bidder, In cash, Phillppine currency to recover the full amount of judgment in the above-antitied
case and hereto described as follows:
TAX DECLARATION NO. M-004-0183
In the name of RUPERTO BALAJADIA

RESIDENTIAL LAND situated in Barangay Caniogan, Morong, Rizal, Cadastral Lot No. 4738
D-2 with boundaries North: Natividad St.,: East: Pin 017(Lot 4738-D-3): South: Pin 024(Lot 4738
B): West: Pin 015(|Lot 4738-D-1) containing an area of TWO HUNDRED FIFTY THREE (253) SQUARE
METERS. x-x-x.

Any interested parties may investigate for themselves the original Certificate of Title of the
above-described property and its encumbrances thereof, il any there be

Morong, Rizal July 16, 1998

(Sgd.] FLORENCIO SJ ALCANTARA
Shernift IV

Copy furnished

1. € & C Lending Investor

2. Atty. Reynato Directo,
Pedro, Marong, Rizal

3 RUPERTO BALAJADIA, Defendant,

Rizal
Sts.,

Rep. by Remedios Cacho, T
Counsel for the Plaintift, Cor T

Claudio St., Morong,
Claudio & J. Pascual San

#20 Calero Si., Morong, Rizal
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Fortune Tobacco Corp. a Lucio
Tan company facing P25 6 bil-
lion tax fraud case

lInder a compromise deal, the
Lucio Tan group will pay P17
bilhion and the government will
drop the lax fraud case agoinsi
them. Justice Secretary Serafin
Cuevas told a press briefing earls
this week

Ihe Estrada admimstration
will not settle for less than P17
billion. But there may be legal
impediments 1o the proposed
compromise deal

BIR sources explamed that the
law prolibits compromise on lax
cases involving traud, saying that
this prolubition is expressly pro-
vided for by Section 20 ol the
National Internal Revenue Code
as amended by Republic Act 8429
or Ihe Tax Reform Act of 1997

Spectlically, the law states that

all erimmal violations may be

L"l}llllﬂllll'd.'l\l excepl (o) those
already filed in court, or (h) those
mvolving fraud

[ he same sources soaid that

this prohibition was the reason
why former BIR commissioner
Limavway Vinzons-Chato rgjected
a compromse deal on the For-
tune Tobacco's lax case being
brokered by a third party during
her ferm
[he BIR charge sheet noted
that Fortune Tobaceo used 11
dommy  marketing companies
and 2,000 ghost™ buvers in an
allegedly fraudulent scheme to
evade taxes A dummy.’” as
deflined by tlic Webster's Con-
temporany Dictionary, is one who
poses tor hamsell in o transac-
tion but 1s actually representing
another
The BIR pomted out that in
the lLucio Tan case, the |1
marketing “"dummies’” had their
offices and business addresses in
buildings or establishments
owned by Lucio Tan
The 2.000 " ghost™ buvers
were so-called because they did
really Ihev allegedls
pord i cash for their cigarette
purchases from Fortune Tobac-

not cXist

co. But a check with the official
documents, including the Com-
mission on Elections voters’ list
and m the barangays were the
“buyers' supposedly lived,
showed they are non-existent

Fortune Tobaceo sold ciga-
rettes to the marketing dummies
and ““ghost”" buvers al unusual-
Iy low wholesale prices that were
the basis lor the ad valorem tax.
Selling at n low price, Fortune
Tobacco was able to reduce its
taxable sales

On paper, Fortune Tobacco
musthave incurred “‘losses'’ for
selling at an unusually low pric-
es. The marketing dummies and
“ghost”” buyers amassed profits
by buving cheap and selling high.
[heir sales were no longer cov-
cred by ad valorem tax

These marketing firms and
ghost buvers were actually “"dum-
mies”" of Fortune Tobacco. Their
tax-tree profits flowed back to
the Lucio Tan company, the BIR
said. (Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)

NEW BODY TO EASE LGU
ACCESS TO BANK CREDIT

A NEW financial istitution
lhas been established to facilitate
and ease the local government
units’ (LGLIs) access (o bank
credit

Ihe LGU Guarantee Corp
(LGUGC), the first private linan-
cial institution that will guaran-
tee loans extended by banks 1
linance the infrastructure projects
of the LGUs, was established by
the Bankers Associatnion ol the
Philippines and the Development
Bank ol the Plalippines

Before the estabhishment ol
the LGUGC, the government
provided credit gnaranfees to the
inlrastructure juajects ol the
.Gills

‘Many banks view the LGlUs
as unattractive lending outlers and
would much rather channel re-
sourges 1o more stable. less risky
eroups [lence. the guarantee pro-
vided by the LGUGC should
bridge the
[irons, LGUHCC president and
chiefl executive ollicer, smd dur-
g formal launchmg of the new
lnaneial mstinhon last week

Fyrona noted that the T.GUIGC
will play an imtegral role in accel-
croting the compehlive access ol
the LGUSs 1o privale seetor ered-
it, saving that the LGUGC will
bridge the gap between hnancial
mstitunions gy sources ol lund-

TPASSE, lesus

ing and the LGUs as users of
the funds. with competiive -
terest rates, allordable terms and
conditions

With an authorized capital ol
SO0 nullion and pmd-up capm
tal of P220 million, the LGHIGE
will provide enarantee for pisk
lnancial

ol detoult 1o private

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

mstitutions lending 1o LGUSs such
as provinces. cities and munie-
ipalities

[rona pomted out thar the
LGUGC guarnntee will help the
LGU's aceess to much needed
capital 1or Inen projects For the
private sechon bank, the LaUs are
a whole new market virtually un-
tapped

[le stressed that the guaran-
tee provided by the LGUGC
both the
[ .11 s ¢redil rish and the finan-
cial mstitutions” admimstration
cost onlv revenues
generating from local government
projects are eligible for the
1.GUGC s financial imtermedin-
hon

I'he LGUGCE has identified
several mvestment areas for [i-
naneial imtermediation. These
include hospitals and health care
supply and sew-
erage and sanitanon tacihities,
public transportation facilities,
and government housing and
imdustrial estales

At present, Tirona noted, the
Tunding gap’ between the LGUs
and the private capital markets
s estimated at more than P20

ellectively reduces

ITowever

centers, waler

billiony Tl amount represents
the potentid Fonowings ol the
|l
1y ey vear

Althoueh the Loeal Cioverm:
1901 devoly . d
nanonal government powers and
wllowed the T GlLIs

i tesibility 1o bor-

mark el over the nest two

ment ode ol

the hseal
AL T
row Trome commercnl sonees. i
el Ly il murkets have
reamained imaveessible

percenncd polial nsk

Iwenc e vl

wied thy

possible complications in foreclos-
mg a government property

Before the enactment of the
code, the LGUs were largely
dependent on national government
allocations or the internal reve-
nue allotment (IRA) 1o support
their operations and capital ex-
penditures

After the enactment of the
code, however, a few ol the more
progressive LGUS, have borrowed
from banks or 1ssued bonds to
finance projects, thus giving them
greater accountability and finan-
¢ial responsibility.

I'he LGU's capability in
handling its finances. in addition
10 other factors. 15 a kev consid-
eration in determiming credit
wortliness

Thus. the maore progressive
|.Gills can pave the wav and set
the example for other LGUs to
improve their operations and
achieve a better nsk outlook. This
will allow smaller LGUs access
o alternative financing sources
for the intrastruciure needed to
lurther boost economic growth in
therr localities

[rona said the LGUGC pro-
motes a svstem of debt linance
where the LGUs can cash m on
their unticipated resources par-
the TRA lakes
time betore 1l gets back o the
L.Gikls

I'his task makes the 1 GLIGC
an ellective mtermediary between
the government and the prvate
sector (ot can elfectively work

heularls whieh

alban the common
coal of providhng Filipinos with
1 Better quality vl lite. he added

(NN

togcether o
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ROAD PROJECTS:

to get us there faster.

INFRA PROJECTS
TO SAVE TIME

By ERNESTO GENEROSO

THE Estrada administration will implement infrastruc-
ture projects that seek to reduce traveling time by almost
half and make traveling favorable to the promotion of busi-
ness and commerce

This was learned from Ramon V. Dumaual, officer-in-charge
of the Toll Regulatory Board (TRB), who said that these
projects specifically will cut traveling time to some provinces
to 150 kilometers traversed in only one day,

The TRB is composed of a representative from the De-
partment of Public Works and Highways, the Department of
Tourism, the National Economic and Development Authority,
the Department of Transportation and Communications, and
the private scctor.

Dumaual told the Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries
recently that one project in the pipeline under the present
administration is the North Luzon Expressway East, which
when completed will connect with the North Luzon Express-
way West completed under the Ramos administration.

He said this project, which is estimated at P21 billion, will
have a coverage of 152.6 kilometers from Bulacan to Nueva
Ecija to Pangasinan.

Dumaual noted that the other projects to be implemented
under the Estrada administration to help facilitate the rapid
flow of business are the Hopewell road in Alabang and the
Mandaue toll bridge.

These projects will help first and foremost the business
traveler in the sense that given proper traveling conditions,
he would not have to stay overnight in his place of business,
thus lowering his expenses.

During the same interview, the TRB chief felt that more
information and dissemination campaigns should come from
the government to further educate the public, especially in
projects that will involve funding from the private sector.

Dumaual cited that a case in point was the Coastal Road
Tollway, which drew public reaction on high toll rates for
its usage.

e pointed out that the public should, through informa-
tion dissemination, be made to understand that private in-
vestors have to earn from their investments, unlike govern-
ment-financed projects that completed using taxes from the
people.

On the approval of toll rates, the Philippine National
Construction Co."'s policies mandate a return on rate base,
which means 12 percent of authorized expenditures. The System
Wide Plans, on the other hand, implements an internal rate
of return.

Dumaual stressed that the public should be prepared for
the fact that toll rates may inevitably rise every two years
due to inflation and peso devaluation, among other things.

He said the project costs being shouldered by the private
sector are stupendous. The road projects run up to P25 million
per lane Kilometer and these costs may be largely affected
by discrepancies such as the Asian currency crisis.

Dumaual said the total cost of the coastal road project
ran up to P1.1 billion and investors in the project are bothered
by the seeming reluctance of people to shell out the expensive
toll fees. (Manila Newsfeatures and Conumentaries)

350 DECS OFFICIALS
CORRUPTIBLE - USEC

AT least 350 officials at
the Department of Education,
Culture and Sports (DECS)
-- from the secretary, under-
secretanes, assistant secretar-
ies, directors, superintendents
to administration and linance
officers -- are in a position (o
be corrupt

This was admitted by
former DECS Undersecretary
Alejandro W. Clemente in a
paper ttled Rumors of Cor-
ruption in DECS, saymng that
these are the ofTicials who sign
checks, procure items, and hire
and promote people

Clemente explamned. how-
ever, that 350 out of 500,000
stall’1s only..0006 percent, and
how many of the
actually corrupt would be a
much smaller number

"What may be stolen by a
lew, however, would be huge
enough to protect DECS as
being in the flagship of cor-
rupt agencies,”” he smd

Clemente noted thut there
are rumors of commission - for
books reaching 40 percent und
that if only a modest 10 pei-
cent of P1.6 billion represent-
ing the 1997 DECS budget for
maintenance and operating
cosl, and capital outlay, 1s losl
through corruption, that would
be P1.16 billion

He stressed that this is an
amounl! that can make traders
and their colluding DIECS
officials millionaires overnight
several times over, and can hire
11,600 new teachers or put up
4 600 new classrooms

Whether

350 are

true or not,

Clemente cited samples of

rumors ol corruption or ““hor-
ror stories’’ as they occur in
dilferent activities ol DECS

e said some principals,
supervisors, superintendents
and even regional directors
supposedly get money for hir-
ing teachers. A popular story
at DECS s that when an
applicant approaches an offi-
cial, the oflicial would 1ell the
applicant to come back at 5 -
which is o signal that the
applicant must bring P5,000.

““We have come across
complaints about the wife of
an oflicial or the legmen ol a
regional director supposedly
demanding 15,000 per appli-
cant,”” Clemente said

He pointed out that the pop-
wlar rumors are those ol ghost
and under-deliveries and over-
pricing, saving Lthat he has come

across allegations ol ghost
suppliers or suppliers whose
addresses are vacant lols

There are also rumors of

outright thell -- that some
DECS stafl cart away bond
papers and books to be resold
again to DECS

**Because of our comput-
erized price monitonng, we can
easily spol instances of over-
pricing of supplies. A dozen
of Mongol pencil No. 2 is
bought by a division in Cen-
tral Luzon at P85 but the same
item, after conquering the
zigzag roads, is bought only
at P50 in Bagwmo. " Clemente
saud

I came across o purchase
order Irom a division near
Metro Manila for a 486 com-
puter at about P40.000 when
the some model is in being
purchased by DECS headqguar-
ters at only P19.000 he

added

Clemente also smd that a
radio quoted in the purchase
order a1 P29.000 turned out 1t
can be purchased after check-
ing the price with another sup-
plier In capital cities that host
both the city and provincial
division olfices, one ollice may
buy a DECS form for P0.50
while the other, which is just
a kilometer away, buys the
same form for P1.50

He also cited the follow-
ing:

e One congressman from
the South complained that in
hrs distriet, one hall of class-
rooms due for 1995 have been
ghost-deliveries, v ile of those
erected, one hall are below ac-
ceptable quality

The other rumor 1s that of

facilitation fee transferring
!hll'l\l‘\

e lLike other agencies,
DECS collects fees [rom in-
surance companies and banks

that may have lent funds lo
teachers. In exchange for such
services, DECS 15 entitled to
collect a fee from the compa-
nies. winch 1s then shared by
the emplovees directly in-
volved -

The rumor 1s that some
DECS officials are receiving
monthly fees from some of the
companies.

« Although supply 1s be-
ing provided by private com-
panies, there are reports of
overpricing and ol DECS staff
in cahoots with suppliers.

Clemente said quantities,
quality and prices are easy to
document as they can be
benchmarked against prevail-
ing conditions 1n the open
market. Bribery, however, 1s
difficult to document as no one
would announce having offered
or red®ived a bribe (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries)

versus -
SPS, LEONCIO H. JR,, &
RITA PUZON, AND REGINA

OFFICE OF

CAPITOL DEVELOPMENT BANK,
Mortgagee

ROCIO
PRADA,
Mortgagor/s

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

QUEZON CITY

FILE NO FRE NO 2509
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135
AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

- X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Capitol
Development Bank, mortgagee, against Sps

Leoncio J., Jr,,

& Rocio Rita Puzon & HRegina Prada,

]

Martgagor/s, with residence and postal address at 012 L Puzon S5t., Tuguegarao, Cagayan, &
No 39 Sct Rallos, Kamuning., Quezon City to satisty the mortgaged Indebtedness, which as of
April 14, 1998 amounts to ONE MILLION THREE HUNDRED FIFTY TWO THOUSAND FIFTY EIGHT
PESOS AND 21/100 [P1.352,058.21) excluding penalties charges, attorney’s fees and all the legal
jees and expenses for the foreclosure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of Quezon City or her duly
authorized Deputy, will sell at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine
Currency, on the 14th day of AUGUST. 1998, at 10:00 o'clock in the morning or soon thereafter,
al the office ol the ATC-Clerk of Court (Shernif's Officel. Ground Fioor, Hall of Justice Bldg. (beside
the Quezon City Halll Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, the following described real estate
property, together with all the improvemants exisling thereon. to wit
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. N-155320
Registty ol Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 17-B of the subdivision plan (LRA) Psd 353799, spproved as a non
subdivision project, being a portion ol Lot 17, Blk 5-24, Bsd 73658, L.RA Rec No 7681),
situated in the Dist. of Diliman, s, of Luzon. Bounded on the NE., points 2 o 3 by Lot 10,
on the SE., points 3 to 4 by Lot 12, points 4 to 5 by Lot 20; all of Blk $-24, Bsd-7365-D;
on the SW.. points 5 to 2 by South 6th Street (R131) and on the NW , points | to 2 by Lot
17-A of the subdivision plan. x x x » containing an area of THREE HUNDRED FORTY FIVE (345)
SAQUARE METERS. more or less

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title of
the said real estate property and the encumbrances thereon, il any there be

Quezon City, Philippines, June 26, 1994
' MERCEDES S GATMAYTAN
MARINO V. CACHERO Clerk of Court and Ex-Oftficio Sheriff
(Sherif! in Charge)

MARINO V., CACHERO

Sherift VI

Sgd )

WARNING
It 1s absolutely prohibited to femove
before the date of the auction sale undar

dotace ot dostroy this Notice of Sheriff's Sale, on ol

penalty of the law
COPY FURNISHED
1. MA. THERESA V
2 SPS. LEONCIO H
3 REGINA PRADA

GARCIA
JR.,, &
39 Sct

Pacific Place Bldg . Pearl Dnve, Ortigas Center, Pasig City
ROCIO RITA FUZON 012 L. Puzon St Cagayan
Kamuning Uuezon City

Tuguegarao
Rallos,
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ECON SLOWDOWN:
DUE TO EL NINO?

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

I'HE El Nifio phenomenon has exacted a greater toll on
the economy than the Asian financial turmoil

There has been a slowdown 1n the growth of the country’s
gross domestic product (GDP), but the cause of such slow-
down can be traced less to the fundamental effects of the
turmoil, according to Emilio Antonio Jr, an economist at the
University of Asia and the Pacific (UA&P) School of Eco-
nomics.

Antonio blamed the slowdown of production more on the
El Nifio phenomenon in a paper titled The Currency Crisis
and Our Economic Woes: On Effects and Causes. A copy
of the paper was obtained by the Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries. '

He explained that the main source of the slowdown in the
country’s production growth was agriculture, saying that dur-
ing the three quarters after the onset of the crisis, this sector
hardly posted any growth, and so pulled down the growth
of the entire economy significantly

“It seems a bit unfair to blame the financial turmoil for
the production slowdown when the main culpnt is the poor
performance of the agriculture sector,”” Antonio said. The
country’s production growth slowed down at about 3.8 percent
in the three-quarters succeeding the currency crisis

The UA&P economist pointed out that sectoral production
growth records even suggest the possibility that the economy
might have grown [laster than what the oflicial aggregate
figures indicate. This can be gleaned from the sull relatively
high growth records sustained by the service as well as the
exports sectors

First quarter figures still showed about 5 percent growth
in services sector, with the transport sector leading the pack
The growth ol the export sector also staved at double-digit
levels

Antonio cited that the impact of the currency ensis could
have been more moderate 1f not for the exaggerated reachion
of local producers and bankers. The 1ll effects of the financial
turmoil were exacerbated by such reactions

This was evident in the behavior of nation’s spending and
production growth during the crises period Despite the stll
relatively robust growth of spending, which stood at aboul
4.6 percent three-quarters afier the onset of the crisis, pro-
duction growth slowed down more considerably

In effect, he said, the firms hesitated to produce more
despite continued market strength The opted to draw from
their inventories tn anticipation of a more severe market
slowdown. The fear of an impending slowdown was also
responsible for bringing about the actual deceleration in the
growth of economic activities

Antonio added that the same fears also affected invest-
ment activities. Private investment slowed down to 4 percent
during the first three quarters after the crisis from the 11
percent growth posted prior to the turmoil

The government seemed to have tried to fill up the slack
bv maintaining double-digit growth in public investment
Nevertheless, this failed to pull up total investment growth
to a positive figure

“In sum, production growth records before and after the
crisis suggest that the slowdown that has taken place can
be attributed to less to the currency turmoil and more 1o the

impact of El Nifio on the agrculture sector,”” Antonio said

“However, the impact of the currency crisis is evident in
the dramatic slowdown in investment activities and the hes-
itating stance of taken by firms regarding production decision
despite relatively robust spending growth of the government,™
h ¢ added

Antonio also said that both these reactions were partly
fanned by fears bred by the uncertainties that arose from the
turmoil

Adnittedly, these were rational response 1o the previling
environment, In the end, however, these fears proved o be
self-fulfilling, as the reactions brought about the very situ-
ation they sought to avoid (MNC)
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ECONOMY FALLING
BELOW EXPECTATIONS

By NICK REBONG

HINGS are not looking good for the Philip-

pines after the May 11 elections,
Preliminary estimates obtained by the
Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries from offi-
cial sources showed that the Philippine economy

Ihe earlier lorecast was 3

fell below expectations during the first six months,
with the gross national product (GNP) sinking to
2.3 percent and the gross domestic product (GDP)
dropping to 1.9 percent.

We must, therelore stressed

percent and 4 percent for GNP
the sum of goods and services
produced 1n a given vear n-
cluding money sent home by
Filipino workers
(OFWs), and 2.4 percent and
3.5 percent for GDP, which
excludes the income of OFWs
Analysts traced the coun-
try's dismal economic perlor-
mance to the worse-than-cx-
pected impact of the Asian
Mmancial crisis and o severe
drought brought about by the
El Niio weather phenomenon
With these new data, gov-
ernment officials are now
revising the country's economic
growtli targets for thas year sel
under the IMF program  They
are expectig the GNI” to grow
by not more than 2.9 percent
and GDP by 2.3 percent
I'he Philippines 1s under a
two-year [MF precautionary
program bormrowing program,
which allows the government
access to as much as $3.7
billion 1n standby credit to
protect the peso in the event
of worse situalion as a result
of the Asian currency crisis
Under the IMF program, the
Philippine government pledged
to achieve a GNP growth rate

overscas

ol 3 percent and mamtain an
average inllalion rate of ¥
percent Lhis vear

[Mis came aboul even as
the country s inilation rate hul
103 percent in May and rose
further 1o 107 percent tlis
vear It is now expected that
inflation rate will average
between 9,4 percent and 10
percent, up from the earlier
target of 7.5 percent and K3
percent

Against tis  Backdrop
analvsts expressed fears that
the worst has vet 1o come

Finance Secretary Edgardo
Espinitu said that the Philip-
pines must prepare for threats
o o peso’s stability, specifi-
cally a continued shide m the
Jupanese ven's value and o
devaluation ol the Chinese
yuan

As vou know, there are
new threats to the stability of
the region’s cwrrencies, namels
the likely continued slide ol
the ven and the hingering
weakness ol the Japanese
economy on one hand, and the
looming devaluation ol the
Chinese vuan on the other,”
Espiritu said

“‘Both of these are bound
to bear heavily on the peso

prepare
for them well.”" he added

Expressing the same senti-
ment, Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas Gov. Gabriel Singson
said the weakenming of the ven
may slow down the country’s
CConomic recoven

He noted thal monetary
authonties are closely moni-
toring developments in Japian
and assessing the impact of
the ven's fall on key econom-
1c indicators, saving that the
ven's weakness may bring
aboul an outbreak of another
round ol competitive depreci-
ation of currencies in the re-
gion

Singson also sard that an-
other concern that moy slow
down the pace of the coun-
try’s recovery is the projected
fiscal deficit for 1998, A gap
in the government's l1scal
position will pressure interest
rales Lo nise and undernune
macreeconomic stability unless
approprigte measures
.!lliliﬂL’ll

In recogmtion of these

concerns, the central bank lor
its part 15 placing high prior-
ity on the restoralion of finan-
cial stability, a precondition
lor sustmined growth,”" he

are

As s .ln,".c'mi\ud the 1998
World Economic and Social
Survey that the world
cconomic growth s estimated
1o fall to 2.5 percent this year
— afler two straight years of
better than 3 percent growth
- due to the Asian financial
Cr1s1s

e survey found that de-
veloping countries have been
hardest hit by the wrmoil, with
growth not expected to exceed
3 pereent alter an average of
S percent or better growth m
five of the last six years

In East Asia, fallout from
the crisis wiich began in the
region last year is expected Lo

cited

depress to about | percenl
Jdown [rom 5.5 percent in 1997
Economic activity in Indo-
nesia, South Korea and Thai-
land is expected Lo contract in
1998 by 1 percenl lo 4 per-
cent, A range of 5 percent to
6 percent 1s predicted for Hong
Kong, Sigapore and Taiwan
Growth for China, which
was about 9 percent in 1997
is expected to reach about 8
percent but the survey noted
uncertainty about that estimate
(Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)
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