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P4 IN METRO MANILA

HEART DISEASES CAUSE MOST NUMBER OF DEATHS - - &

WINNERS?

THIS EARLY, ESTRADA, CONSISTENTLY BATTERED
AND MALIGNED, IS EXPECTED TO EMERGE

VICTORIOUS IN THE MAY 11 ELECTIONS. VICE-PRESIDENTIAL
BET, GLORIA ARROYO OF LAKAS, IS ALSO RATING HIGH.
BUT WILL AN ESTRADA-ARROYO TANDEM MAKE IT?

« An editorial report by ERIC S. GIRON - Page 3

TRICKERY
IN POLLS
EMPLOYED

'R’WC 5

FRAUD
FEAR
PICKS

President Ramos unveils the marker of the Samal Municipal Hall in Samal during a visit to the arca last week. Also in photo are Agriculture .Ptg{t’ 1 2
Secretary Salvador Escudero I11, Tourism Secretary Mina Gabor and local officials of Samal. (Malacanang Photo)
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HEART DISEASES
CAUSE THE MOST
NUMBER OF DEATHS

By PAUL ICAMINA

HEART diseases cause
the most number of deaths
in the Philippines. And they
affect children as well.

In 1990, heart diseases
bypassed diseases of the res-
piratory system as the lead-
ing cause of death in the
Philippines.

Heart diseases common
in children include, accord-
ing to the Philippine Heart
Center, congenital heart
disease (one out of 500
school children), rheumat-
ic heart disease (one out of
1,000 school children), and
hypertension or high blood
pressure (one out of 10
adults 15 years and older).

““The rates of rheumat-
ic and congenital heart dis-
eases are actually higher in
the general population of
children than in the school
since the severity of the
disease prevents many af-
fected children from going
to school,’" says Dr. Desiree
M. Narvaez, head of the Na-
tional Cardiovascular Dis-
ease Prevention & Control
Program, Department of
Health.

Rheumatic heart disease
is essentially a disease of
children and young adults,
Cases appear after the age
of three years and increas-
es up to age 15 years at
which age the prevalence
rate is 1 per 1,000, There-
after, the prevalence de-
clines as cases die.

The prevalence of con-
genital heart disease at
birth is five per 1,000
livebirths, It declines rap-
idly as many of the cases
die. The prevalence of
hypertension rises rapidly
from age 15 years and
reaches a rate of over 150

per 1,000 at age 50 years.
Congenital heart diseas-
es are caused by maternal
infections and diseases, in-
take of harmful drugs dur-
ing pregnancy, and hered-
ity. Rheumatic fever is
caused by frequent strep-
tococcal sore throat. Hyper-
tension is caused by hered-
ity and high salt intake.
Congenital heart disease
should be suspected when
the newborn or infant shows
symptoms of cyanosis, or
when the skin and lips are
blue or dark instead of

pinkish. The child also does

not breastfeed or eat well,
and shows restlessness,
marked sweating, and rap-
id heart and respiratory
rates,

In older children, symp-
toms include cyanosis, heart
murmur before the age of
three years, episodes of
breathlessness when squat-
ting, fingers and toes are
thick with convex nails, fre-
quent respiratory infection,
stunted physical and men-
tal growth, and when the
child is easily tired, and
breathless during rest or
exercise.

Common symptoms of
rheumatic heart disease in-
clude fever lasting from a
few days to several weeks,
joint inflamumition (the
swelling may transfer from
one joint to another), and
inflammation of the heart
manifested by palpitation,
shortness of breath, chest
pain, and swelling of the
legs and/or face. other rare
symptoms are nodules up-
derneath the skin, map-like
redness in the skin, and
chorea (involuntary, uncon-
trolled jerking movements
of the body).

A child with a history
of rheumatic fever a few
years earlier should be
suspected of having chron-
ic rheumatic heart discase
il he or she shows easy
fatiguability, breathlessness,
and chest pain.

Hypertension is usually
symptomless unless the con-
dition is severe in which
case the patient may have
headache and/or may be
flushed. Hypertension is
often accidentally discov-
ered through routine or
casual blood pressure
check-ups. (MNC Environ-
ment, Science and Technol-
ogy News Service)
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oints to a giant map of the proposed Marikina Business Center during a briefing lasi

week at the Shoe Hall of the Marikina City Hall. (Malacanang Photo)

2.2 MILLION WORKING CHILDREN IN RP
EXPOSED TO CHEMICAL HAZARDS - ILO

By NICK REBONG

IN the Philippines, about
2.2 million, or 60 percent of
the total 3.7 million working
children -- those between the
ages of five and 14 -~ are
regularly exposed to chemical
and biological hazards

And 30,000 of these work-
ing children suffer serious-work
related injury or illness

The starting revelation was
made by the Intemational Labor
Organization (ILO) in a paper
titled Child Labor, a copy of
which was obtained by the
Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries

Worldwide, the ILO said,
120 million children between
the ages ol live and 12 work
full time. And the number s
250 mullion, or more than twice
as many, if those for whom
work 1s a secondarv activity

The ILO noted that more
than 60 percent of these chil-
dren live in Asia. On average,
one child in every live, or about
20 percent, is working. Al-
though statistics seem 1o work
that more boys than girls work,
1L 15 also true that surveys often

underestimate the number of

working girls

I'he majority ol child labor
in the region is still to be found
in home-based agricultural
activities in |'l||'U| areas II'ICI'URIS‘
imgly, however, working chil-
dren are seen in other sectors

ol the cconomy

Stercotypes tend to be sim-
plistic and can be misleading,
but child labor in Asia has
come lo evoke images of par-

ment workers in Bangladesh,

workers in the fishing indus-
try 1n Indonesia, porters and
brick-makers in  Nepal,
mineworkers and scavengers in
the Phulippines and sex work-
ers 1n Thailand

The ILO explained that it
is difficult to define child labor
Terms such as ““child,”
“adult,” and “‘labor’" resist

universal definmition because of

cultural and societal differences
from one country lo another
The International Labor Con-
vention 138 ol 1973 comes
closest to specitying the [LO’s
concept of child labor

The conveniion applies 1o
all sectors of economic actiy-
ity. It encourages member-
Stales o sel a minimum age
that is no less than the com-
pletion age for compulsory
schooling, or in any case not
less than 15 vyears

For light work, it establishes
a minumum age ol 13 years,
and for hazardous work, 18
years, In developing countries
1t allows for a lower minimum
age -- 14 years in general, 12
o 14 years lor light work and,
in special cases, 16 vears for
hazardous work

Most children, in whatev-
er they live, work in one wav
or another. Such work can be
an essential part of the social-
1zation process and a means
of transmitting acquired skills
from parent to child

The ILO pointed out that
work ol this kind 1s not with-
out its problems especially as
regards the children’s health
and safety, and their school-
ing. But this 1s not what 1s
meant by child labor, Nor is
it aboul teenagers, in both
developing and industrialized
countries, who work for a lew
hours to earn pocket money to
buy the latest sports shoes or
electronic gadgets.

What the [LO 1s concerned
about with 1s labor detrimen-
tal to the child and in viola-
uon ol international law and
national legislation.

[he ILO stressed that cer-
tmin forms of child labor, 1r-
respective of the country’s level
of development, are unaccepl-
able, saying that intolerable
forms — slavery, debt bond-
age, prostitution, and work in
hazardous occupations and
industries — demand immediate
action

Specifically, the [LO cited
the following

e Domestic service. Chil-
dren working as domestic
servants -- a category that may

be growing with increasing
income disparities and rural
poverly -- are often among the
most vulnerable and exploit-
ed of all. Yet there are also
the most difficult to protect

 Slavery, Worse stll, many
children in a number of céun-
tries around the world even
now work in slavery or near
slavery. Despite legislation and
attempts to ban the practice,
selling children outright or
giving them away in debt
bondage is all oo common
Y o Hazardous occupations
Across Asia, children are found
working in a wide variety of
hazardous industnes and oc-
cupations including those
where there 1s regular expo-
sure to chemical and biolog-
ical hazards

o Sexual exploitation, The
commercial exploitation of
children is on the rise. As part
of this, children are increas-
ingly being bought and sold
across national borders by
organized networks

Al present, ILO studies
show, an estimated one mil-
lion children in Asia are vic-
tims of the sex trade. Con-
tnbuting factors include the
belief that HIV infection is less
likely with young sex partners,
and a laissez-faire attitude on
the part of authorities in charge
of national and international
tourism. (MNC)
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By ERIC S. GIRON

ONSISTENTLY battered and maligned, Vice President Joseph Estrada
is expected to emerge victorious in the May 11 election despite all the
impediments cast across his path by the Lakas-administration dirty trick-
sters and Jaime Cardinal Sin’s derogatory innuendo that ‘*the most probable
winner would be disastrous to the country.”

Assuming Sin’s innuendo
was directed at him, Estrada
vowed that once elected he
would disprove the meddling
prelate’s statement.

Sin and former President
Corazon Aquino have shoed
preference for Mayor Alfredo
Lim as presidential candidate
All three have Chinese roots
Lim, who tied Lito Osmena’s
13 rating in second spol, fac-
es a challenge to his citizen-
ship as Chinese, not natural-
born Filipino as the Constitu-
tion requires of a presidential
candidate.

Lim accuses Speaker Jose
de Venecia Jr. and security
adviser Jose Almonte of dig-
ging into the archives for his
birth certificate to raise the
controversy  Although the
Commnussion on Elections dis-
missed the petition for disqual-
ification for lack of junsdic-
tion, Lim said he would bring
to the Supreme Court the 1s-
sue on Ins citizenship to re-
solve it once and for all

President Fidel Ramos
assumed Moses™ role i des-
ignating Joe de Venecia as
Joshua, Ins who
would lead the people at a
charismatic meetmg ol Broth-
er IEddie Villanueva s lesus 1s
Lord sect to the promised land
The M., Mike Velarde's El
Shaddar and the earhier lglesia
ni Cristo reputed for bloc-
voling by its members, are big
vole potentials

Although Estrada 1s care-
(ul to kneel and kiss Cardinal
Sin's ring when they meet, the
INC 1s a known Estrada ally
ever since he ran for San Juan
mayor

The simultaneous release of
election survey results show-
ing Estrada leading by 30 Lo
34 points raised Lakas-admin-
istration hackles that the polls
were designed *“to manmpulate
public opinion.”

Lakas wvice-presidential
contender Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo's formidable 45 per-
cent rating was twilted by Sen.
Francisco Tatad who rated a
miserable 2 that the bandwagon
effect of election suryeys 1s an
evil of democracy and *“hang-
ing 1s a little too good'" for
the pollsters,

SURVEYS
DOWNGRADED

“*The spurious surveys are
part of the psychological war-
fare of the administration and
the united opposition to pre-
condition the minds of the
voting public that their stan-
dard bearers are a shoo-in for

SHUCCCHS0T

the presidency to facilitate
cheating,”” said sixth-place
presidential contender Mirnam
Santiago. She said only the nich
can pay a survey lirm to ng
the results in media while the
poor have no chance to com-
pele In super-expensive elec-
tioneering.

Only Promdi’s Emilio (Lito)
Osmeiia regards the political
survey a vindicalion from ac-
cusations that the Lakas Party
had paid him to withdraw in
favor of Joe de Venecia

The Social Weather Siation
survey of 1,500 registered
voters in 300 precinets [rom
April 8 to |6 showed [Estrada

- widening his lead in the pres-

idential contest by 30 poinis
Lim and Sen John Osmefia
tied 1in second place with 13
points each, de Venecia had
2 points in third. This was
conlested by the Lakas spokes-
man, claiming de Venecia was
in second spot
Sen. Raul Roco had 10
points. Renato de Villa 5
Miram Santiago 4, Imelda
Marcos and Juan Ponce Ennle
2. Santiago Dumlao and
Manuel Morato below |
Glona Arrove s 45 poimnts
was almost tour times that ol
second-placer Fdgardo Anga-
ra’'s 16. Sergio Osmena 1l
polled 14, Oscar Orbos 8,
Ismael Sueno 3, Kit Tatad 2
Irene Santiago Y, Camilo Sabio
3 and Nandy Pacheco |
Leading aff Senate candi-
dates was Tito Softo, closely
tailed by television journalist
Loren Legarda. whose surge
from 12 percent in March to
43 m April was the biggest
I I-point gainer, John Osmeiia
had 39, Rene Cayetano 37,
Aquilino Pimentel Jr 36, Blas
Ople and Ramon Revilla 34
Robert Jaworski 32, Rodollo
Biazon 28, Teofisto Guingona
27, Robert Barbers 26
Santanina Rasul climbed
over the wall to dislodge Tessie
Aquino Oreta io join the Magic
12 with 25 points.
“FABRICATED"
CHARGES
Vice President Estrada
declared the administration
must be so desperate to pull
him down with “*labricated
charges and pure mischiel’”™
Annabelle Abaya
Estrada had one loo many ol
Johnny Walker Blue Label
when he complained Ramos
forces were oul to get him
The Ramos camp had its
own yarn about a “‘stalker’
comnussioned by an “‘influ-
ential group'’ to assassinate

smd

the President in one of lis
provincial sorties as in Davao,
The “‘stalker’ ™ was 1dentified
as a certain Bov Mushm.

A canary sprung from his
Bilibid cage sang of an Estrada
plot to Kill the President which
he could not support with
evidence. As former officer
detailed with the Presidential
Anti-Crime Commussion, Se-
nior Supt. Reynaldo Berroya
rattled off supposed PACC
abuses when Estrada headed
it from the rubout of I
Kuratong Baleleng ransom-
Kidnappers to the killing of Red
Scorpion leader Joey de Leon
and the abduction of his daugh-
ter and niece who are presumed
dead

A 12-page dossier on
Estrada was disowned by the
Philippine National Police
Director General Santiago
Alifio, Senior Supl. Arturo
Lomibao whose signature was
affixed on it, and Senior Supt
Reynaldo Berroya, who claimed
Estrada had asked him to
assassinate President Ramos

I'he ““secret paper’ con-
tained Estrada’s supposed link
with Chinese drug lords, |7
killings when he headed the
PACC, and connection with
lefist and nightist extremist
groups.

Justice Undersecretary Jesus
Zozobrados™ mvesligating panel
found no evidence linking
Fstrada to any crime as alleged
by Berrova, He cited no mo-
tive nor a meeting of minds
between Estrada and Berroya
and added Estrada gave no gun
to Berroya for the slay plan

The opposition had wamed
Berroya's *‘demolition job™ on
Estrada was motivated by
Iistrada’s having sent lum 1o
jail for the kidnapping of Jack
Chou

Bello insisted Zozobrado's
mguiry was not vet over but
ongoing

Berroya assaled Istrada’s
endorsement for a Mindanao
Congress seal Renato Parojinog
whom he identified as the most
wanted man in 1992 with a
P6O0,000 prize on his head lor
kidnapping; and Estrada’s
involvement in the Kuratong
Baleleng bunk robberies and
ransom-kidnapping

Bilibid inmate drug lord
Alfredo Tiongco was alleged-
Iy offered freedom from death
it he would link Estrada to
the narcoties trade and Ambeth
Antonio was asked 1o Lestify
that listrada was presenl when
he shot dead basketball play-
er Arnullfo Tuadles, Even

ESTRADA, ARROYO: Winning team?

bankers from whom Estrada
sourced s funds were not
spared from “‘dirty tricks.™
POLL TERRORISM
Polities-related killings and
terrorism persist daily as 1
1995 when 121 cases of poll
violence were registered
Reporma  candidate for
mayor Rodel Manara and lor
vice mavor Councilor Angel
Cabacungan were ambushed i
Paggawan village, Cotabalo
City. A woman in a nearby
house, B Nori Datukaka, 26,
was killed by a bullet. Maiara
was grazed by o bullet in the
head and two ofhers were
hospitalized
Youth leader Will Rayos
was campuigning for Congress
candidate Nonoy Libanan at
barangay Sta. Cruz in San
Policarpo, castern Samar when
hie was shot dead .-'"\PI'!I 14
Suspect hired killer Lows
Nicol shot dead Mayor Celso
de o Cruz of Magutinao town
in western Samar as he was
walking to barangay Ligaya to
campaign [or his wale Necetas

at 9 am. Apnl 22.

Four political candidates
killed were Sultan Kudarat
Mayor Andula Piglas, Dagupan
City Councilor Elmer Quinto,
San Narciso mavoral betl
Felecito Medenilla and Binan
candidate lor councilor Mario
lLLacavan.

Ihe Comelec hist 222 out
of 1,145 cities and towns as
problem areas in Central and
Northern Mindanao. Filty
Central Mindanao towns lop
all regions as areas of con-
Columbio town of Sul-
tan Kudarat controlled by Moro
rebels and highly partisan
oflicials is regarded the most
critical

cern

Failure of elections in the
violence-prone Mindanao ar-
cas was projected by Commis-
sioner Manolo Gorospe. He
pointed oul *‘election mater:-
als may not reach the precincts
on time, the polling places
could be strafed or bombed,
election officers and members
of the Board of Election In-
spectors could be coerced,

threatened or intimidated.”

Chairman Bernardo Pardo
said he had beefed up his
security and blamed media for
“‘putting my life at nsk™ in
reporting he welcomed death
threats

Jaen (Nueva Ecija) and
Masbate oflicials asked that
their provinces be placed under
Comelee control With Comelec
oflicials taking such a defeat-
ist attitude, that would be an
impediment to the election.

COMELEC

CASTIGATED

[he Supreme Court de-
nounced the Comelec failure
to prosecute cheating in the
1995 election by live poll
oflicials m locos Norte. When
the poll body reversed its
decision on August 3, 1996,
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. filed a
petition on the "‘dagdag-
bawas'® cheating

“The Comelec’s stand is
illogical and retrogressive and
{Ties in the face of its mandat-
ed duty to protect the sanctity

(Next page, please)
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ol the ballot -

IS LIM A FILIPINO?

Ihe cuzenship ol Mavor
Allredo Lim as candidate lor
President which the Constitu-
tion requires musl be a natu-
ral-born Filipino citizen has
been challenged before the
Commussion on Elections by
Andresito Fornmer

The Comelec threw out
Fornier’s petition to disqual-
iy Lim because 11 has no
jurisdiction to rule on the
question of citizenslhip. [But 1t
said Fornier could petition the
Supreme Courl to resolve the
1Ssue.

Mayor Lim is regarded as
an exemplary citizen, law
enforcer and mayor of Manila
But as candidate for President,
he said he would bring lus case
to the Supreme Courl to re-
solve once and for all lhis
citizenship

Lim had sought the cancel-
lation of his Alien Certilicate
of Registration on the ground
that he had elected Filipino
citizenship on April 7, 1949
under Article [V, Section 1 (4)
of the Constitution and Com-
monwealth Act 625 The jus-
tice secretary’s opinion No. |35
(Sept. 29, 1950) dug up from
the Department of Justice
archives states Lim was the
only son and *‘legiimate off-
spring of a Chinaman named
Lws Lim and a Filipino wom-
an, Mana Lopez.”

Therefore, the secretary
said, Lim’s only source ol
mformation on his mother was
his uncle, Vicente Lim, who
coufessed he did not know
Alfredo’s mother. He said he
saw her only once, then clained
he saw her often during the
war and that she was a nalive
of Asuncion, Manila

Vicente said he Knew
Alfredo’s parents were nol
married although he declared
they were married. He said
Alfredo's [father died proba-
bly *‘during the occupation.”’

Alfredo deposed his father
died when he was five years
old (in 1932 or 1933), not
during the Japanese occupa-
tion as Vicente alleged. He said
his mother
Abucay, Bataan. This was
affirmed in an affidavit by
Alejandra Valenzuela and
Nicasio Banzon **Mana Lopez
was born in Abucay, Bataan
and was married to a
Chinaman, Luis Lim, with
whom she had one son.™

They did not know il that
son was Allredo Lim. Alfredo
admitied he had lefi his mother
when he was five years old
and never saw her again. The
justice department surmised
that Alfredo at the age of live
could not have known his
mother’s citizenship and re-
member 1t

The justice sccretary re-

capped: **While both Alfredo

was a native ol

and his uncle consistently
referred to lus mother as
Maria Lopez, the birth certil-
icate states that Alfredo s
illegitimate, and that Maria
Lopez mentioned in the birth
certificate had three children
while Alfredo and his uncle,
Valenzuela and Banzon all
stated that Alfredo is an only
child.™

“The evidence presented 1s
totally madequale Lo prove that
Allredo Lun is the legitimate
son of an alien father and a
Filipino mother,”" the justice
secretary concluded.

Without Alfredo Lim’s cit-
1zenship having been ascer-
tained by the Supreme Court,
did the Commission on Elec-
tion do the proper thing in
accepting his candidacy for
President? With only a few
days left before the May 11
election, could the Supreme
Court resolve Alfredo Lim’s
gitizenship before the voles are
cast?

L - L]
RICHARD-LUCY BIG
BASH

The election brouhaha was
upstaged by the wedding of
the year of actor Richard
Gomez to beauty Lucy Maria
Torres which electrified to life
the otherwise serene hometown
ol the bride, Ormoc City, that
hosted the opulence and glam-
our of a lary tale come true

Ribbons cascaded and Now-
ers from Cebu splashed color
on the walls of the Superdome
m Ormoc as Richard in cream-
colored barong Tagalog and Ins
betrothed Lucy m white chif-
fon and satin duchess gown
trod the misle ol the 7,000-seat
hall to host 1,300 relatives and
friends ol the kride

This was merelv a’prologue
to the Sunday reception at the
smaller Days Inn where a pre-
nuptial Mass was celebrated
and a mini concert was attend-
ed by actor friends Ogie
Alcasid who sang [t Might as
Well be You, Jomari Yllana,
John Estrada, Willie Revillame
with the Mulatto Band

I'he conple danced all night.
Richard on bended Knees ser-
enaded Lucy with Move Than
You'll Ever Know which re-
called when they first mel on
the set ol an ad session four
years ago

But this merely a
prelude to the once-in-a-life-
time Tuesday event at Saints
Peter and Paul parish church
with its own “‘dainty and
dreamy backdrop.™

On Tuesday afternoon, a
helicopter made two passes,
raimng down conlfetti on an
estimated throng of 10,000
from Opmoc and out of town
visitors who mobbed the [a-
vorite actor and the daughter
of prominent sugar planters
All 1llusions of a solemm pri-
vate wedding were shattered

Was

by the sea of humanity. Star-
struck fans scaled walls and
climbed Irees for a betler view

Lucy was earlier escorted
by her parents Manuel and
Julie Torres. Richard had his
86-year-old grandmother Julia
and trailing behind them were
Richard’s long estranged par-
ents Ed Gomez and former
movie star Stella Suarez, who
reunited for the wedding

Fruits and a conglomerate
P650,000 tlowers from Hol-
land and assorted white blooms
brought in from Baguio in a
refrigerated van decked the
church asle, the altar and the
walls

Lucy wore a figure-hugging
pearlized silver white duchess
satin gown [rom Switzerland
decorated with pearl beads and
crystals. Richard wore an ¢l-
egant pifia barong lagalog. The
sponsors were an admixture of
political and showbiz person-
alities

A 24-piece orchestra pro-
vided the musical backdrop lor
a song sung by Martin Nievera

Archbishop Pedro Dean Ir of

the Palo Archdiocese official-
ed with co-celebrants Monsi-
gnors Benjanun Sabillo (Ormoc
pansh priest). Pastor Coliangco
and Filemon Quianzon, and
Rev. Fr. lmoc Lucas

A black six-door Mercedes
Benz limousine conveyed the
newlyweds (o a blue and sil-
ver motf reception at Ormoc
Days IHotel. They waved 10 the

crowd through the sunroof of *

the hmo.

The grand event left the
parish priest ruing the havoc
wrought by the crowds on his
church

* L L]

SPANISH-AMERICAN
WAR CAUSE NOW
DISPUTED
I'he Philippines still has to

recover lwo historical bells of

Balangiga coastal Samar town
that were taken as war booly
by American soldiers to Chey-
enne, Wyoming when the cause
of the Spanish-Amernican War
100 vears ago is now under
dispute

“Ind a mine start the war
or did an accident?”” asks

LIM, DE VENECIA, OSMENA: Challengers

Thomas Allen, author of a
National Geographic article
debating the sinking of the
battleship USS Aaine as it lay
at anchor al the Havana har-
bor in Cuba afler a massive
explosion tore it apart, Killing
2606 aboard. Americans were
outraged

A US Navy court ol inqui-
rv ruled a huge mine caused
the blast. Doubi persists as
Spain insists to this day the
explosion was an accident

“If it was an acaident. then
the war shouldn™t have hap-
pened,”” Allen wrole, But the
US Congress declared war on
Spain on April 25, And Com-
modore George Dewey. whose
US Navy Asiatic squadron was
anchored at Vietoria harbor in
Iong Kong, was requested by
British authorities who did not
want 1o be mvolved i the war,
1o leave the harbor

Dewey’'s squadron sailing
mto Manila Bay and destroy-
ing the Spanish flotilla
lnunched the United States inio
the makig of an empire with
Cuba and the Phihippines as
ILS POSSCss10ns

Ihe LSS Maime was on a
nussion o Spanish-ruled Cuba
to stop unrest when the ex-
plosion oceurred” on February
15, 1898 A US Navv board
of inquiry ruled a huge mine
was responsible. The HS dec-
laration of war on Spain fol-
lowed on April 25

In 1911, the US Army Corps
ol Engineers raised (he Maine
from 1ts walery grave [0 ex-
amine the wreckage, A Navy
board concluded agaim a mine
had sunk 1t. The Maine was
towed to sea and allowed lo
sink again perhaps never (o
be surtaced again. But Spain s
¢lpim that the explosion was
accidental 1s doubted

A 1976 study commissioned
by Admiral Hyman Rickover
found no evidence of a mne
and concluded an internal
explosion most likelv i a coal
bunker ignited & nearby am-
munition store. The Rickover
finding is accepted as author-
itative and final. US textbooks
were revised lo reflect the
lindings.

And now 100 vears after

the harbor disaster that trig-
gered the US Congress Lo
declare war on Spain, there 1s
fresh debate on what really
sank the Maine. Was 1t a mme?
Others insist it was impossible
It has generated incredible
interest, says Naval History

editor Fred Schultz, ““kind of

like the Titanic ™

A Web page set up by the
US Naval Institute about the
Maine report has generated the
most hits in the mstitule s
magazine, otlicials said. The
Maine’s blowup eventually led
to the American colomzation
of the Plulippmmes

L] L] L ]
DROUGHT CAUSES
FAMINE

I'he precipitons drop ol
Laguna de Bay's waler leve
from 30 meters i 1295 10 1no
meters on April 24, 1998
attests to the gravity ol the
drought now sweepimng the
entire country  Walter sources
like wells and natural springs
have dned up. Rool crops and
fruts have withered because
of the searmg heat And peo-
ple depending on agricultural
crops for food are gomg hun-
Bry

The Laguna lake's drying
up has resulted m the eradi-
cation of ten kinds of hish and
20 species of manne plants
The fish are lurther decimat-
ed by the discharging ol n-
dustrial wastes by laclories mto
the lake from which Rizal
Cavite and Laguna provinces
source potable water Laguna
Gov, Rodolfo Tiangzon blamed
Environment Sec. Victor Ra-
mos for rejecting the Laguna
government’s order to lLine
factories lound polluting the
Laguna de Bay waters

In Mindanao and Negros
Occidental towns, and Cebu’s
mountain villages where the
drying up ol water sources has
aggravated the food shortage
the tribes and other residents
depend on wild root erops that
could be poisonous for sub-
sistence

As o result hungry residents
ol drought-ravaged villages in
Negros Oce, fell ill from eat-
ing the wild rootcrops and

shellfish

In General Santos City, nine
persons [ell i1l from eating wild
vams.  The people blamed
inadequate rations from the
Presidential Action Center of
only 15 Kilos ol rice for every
amily

In Maguindanao, 4,000
Tirurays lelt their dried-up
villages and translerred to the
banks ol Tabuan and Tran
nvers where they ate frogs and
wild rooterops. Bad roads
hampered lood transport to the
remote villages,

A Sulatan Kudarat [armer
said local officials were using
the food aid for the election
campaign of certain candidates

STRICKEN UPLAND

Cebu Citv's mountain
barangays have yel to receive
food assistance. Waler resourc-
es have dried up in at least 30
mountain barangays, thus ag-
aravating the food supply
shortage. The food crisis is
expected to worsen in the next
five months as the dry spell
15 compounded by a heat wave

Wells and notural springs
have dried up, Taptap residents
who thrive on selling cut flow-
ers had their last harvest in
February., Bananas and root
crops have withered. The fam-
ilics are subsisting on corn
harvested months ago. Baran-
gay Sirao’s food supply is
expected to last only up to June

But rehiel goods were ex-
peeted to be ready for distn-
bution on April 29 The local
wellare unit 1s sull
assessing 11s resources. Cebu’s
SWA ofticer Mura Cruz said
three kilos of rice and three
canned goods have been allot-
ted for the 2,965 residents in
barangays Tigbao, Sudlon |
Buot-Taup, Toong. Pamutan
Busay and Babag

L] - .

WHIP CRACKED ON
BANKS

Ihe Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas imposed measures i
depriving the Jose Go group
onwers of Onent Commercial
Banking Corporation from
sharing 1 the sale of their
shares and applymng the pro-
ceeds to raise the P1.625 billion
capital required for the bank
rehabilitation :

BSP officials met with some
of the bank's 49,000 deposi-
tors and asked them nol Lo
withdraw their deposits to help
the bank get back on its feel
after the Bangko Sentral
cracked the whip on the Go
group

Ile BSP found out P56
billion loans had been made
since Dec. 31, 1997 in ques-
tonable transactions by the Go
group: P49 billion Dosri loans
on top ol only P307.5 million
recorded, which did not include
P307.5 nullion interests on the
unrecorded loans and only
P14.6 million recorded

souial
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LAKAS EMPLOYS EVERY TRICK TO ENSURE
VICTORY OF ITS PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

By ARMAND L. MAGUILAS

LTHOUGH President Fidel
Ramos was quoted recently to
have conceded defeat of his cho-
sen presidential candidate Speaker Jose
de Venecia, the administration camp is
not about to throw in the towel. '

Quite contrary, the President’s party
appears to have shifted to a high gear in
its last ditch effort to ensure the electoral
victory for De Venecia in the May 11
elections.

During his recent four-day visit to the
United States, President Ramos was re-
ported to have assured American inves-
tors that whoever wins in.the coming
presidential polls would continue the wide-
ranging economic reforms he unwaveringly
implemented since 1992.

This was only the first time the Pres-
ident tacitly admitted in public the possi-
bility of an opposition victory in the
presidential elections since the campaign
period started last February 10

Sensing a possible change of heart by
the President, loyal supporters of De

Venecia wasted no time and stepped up
' their efforts in launching a grand scheme
that would seal electoral victory for the
House leader immediately after the Chiefl
Executive arrived in the country.

Soon after, De Venecia's media bureau
bombarded newspaper organizations with
press statements trumpeting the “‘mass
defections’” to the administration camp of
prominent local leaders belonging to var-
ious opposition. The latest was the alleged

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate ol the
late CONCEPCION L. HILARIO who died on June
13, 1989 in Quezon City was extrajudicially settled
among her heirs on March 9, 1998 as shown in
the Deed of Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate they
oxecuted and acknowlodged before Notary Public
Atty, Chua as per Doc, No. 42, Page No. 9, Book
No, V, Saories of 1998,

WE FORUM
April 20, 27 & May 4, 1998

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the
lste EFREN PASCUAL of Talabaan, Mamburso,
Occidental Mindoro consisting of a parcel of land
situated at Talabaan, Mamburmo, Occidental Mindoro,
consisting of 57809 hoctares, and covered by OCT
No. P-5300 of the Registry of Deeds of Occidental
Mindera under the name of Eften Pascusl has bosn
extrajudicially sottled by his heus and sold to
Rosemarie Gonzalve and Ronald Gonzalvo as pot
Dosd of Extrajudicial Partition and Sale, Doc, No.
910, Page No. 90, Book No, 48, Series of '1998
exocuted by the haeirs before Notary Public Alfredo
T. Tejada of Mamburao, Occidental Mindera on Apnil
20, 1998,

WE FORUM
April 27, May 4 & 11, 1998
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PRES. RAMOS, SPEAKER DE V: Not throwing the towel.

exodus of avid supporters of former De-
fense Secretary Renato de Villa of the
Partido para sa Demokratikong Reporma

Some newspapers also highlighted some
reports. obviously from De
Venecia's camp. that the popularity rating
of the administration candidate surged last
March There were even news reports
claiming that De Venecia had eclipsed Vice
President Joseph “*Erap ™ Estrada’s ““stag-
nant 26 percent

The De Venecia camp cited several polls.
one of which was conducted by a char-
ismatic group identified with the Lakas-
NUCD candidate. The survey conducted
between March 6 and 26 showed that De
Venecia toppled Estrada even in the lat-
ter’'s bailiwick

“The respected Social Weather Station
(SWS). however, was not among the poll-
ing groups that conducted the surveys

The administration candidate was re-
ported to haye overtaken the leading op-
position candidate, garmering 32 percent
of about 4,500 survey respondents among

coming

the C, D, and E socio-economic groups.

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice s hereby given that the estate of the
lato ALIPIO VILLANUEVA, BONIFACIO VILLANUEVA
and MARCELINA VILLANUEVA who died intestate
in Candon, llocos Sut an 1970, 1990 and 1992
rospoctively consisting of Lot 114 Cadastral Sur
voy of Candon, llecos Sur containing an area ol
9,734 sq. motors had boon extrajudicially settled
among their hoirs on April 13, 198 as por Dogc No
248, Page No. 50, Book No |V, Series of 1988
exocutad befora Notary Public Atty. Hector B. Camtono

WE FORUM
April 27, May 4 & 11, 1998

Estrada dropped to a far second place with
only 22 percent

The survey only confirmed a statement
made earlier by a known political analyst
cum columnist seecretly working for De
Veneela He revealed that the Lakas™ strat-
egy was Lo pare down Estrada’s huge lead
over De Venecia to a manageable 5 per-
cenl

[n the last SWS survey. Estrada got 28
percent while De Venecia and Manila
Mavor Alfredo Lim of the Liberal Party
were tied al second spoi with 24 percent

By trimming down Estrada’s lead, the
analyst pointed out, the ruling party aims
to create a favorable public sentiment for
a De Venecia victory. Thus, it will no
longer appear higlily improbable should
De Venecia win the clections

This indicates that the administration
is hell bent on securing electoral victory
for its candidate no matter what 1t takes

Aside from its huge advantage over oppo-
sition parties in terms of machinery and
resources, Lakas is employing every trick
in the book to win the elections like the
recent shuffling of Philippine National
Police (PNP) officers

The leaders of the Laban ng
Makabayang Masang Pilipino charged that
the rabid loyal PNP officers are reassigned
to provinces known as opposition strong-
holds. At the least, they are expected lo
play a key role in neutralizing support for
opposition candidates, or at the most,
perpetrating the dagdag-bawas scheme to
favor Lakas candidates.

Another 1s the reported widespread pad-
ding of voters” list. A volunteer group has
unearthed voluminous evidence that in some
areas, the voters” lists at the precinct level
are padded by as much as 150 percent.

This only shows that the P800 million
the government spent for the four-day new
registration of voters nationwide last June
has gone into waste

Another trick which has already alarmed
the public is the mtermittent brownouts
now being experienced in Metro Manila
This is creating a scenario favorable to
massive cheating

All these are just the tip of the 1ceberg,
so to speak But these sufficiently indicate
the admimistration’s resolve to win in the
coming polls. No less than the command-
er-in-chief made a clear statement on the
maltter.

“We will not allow the class C, D,
(and) E to rule us,”” the President was
quoted as saying on his way back to the
Philippines.

Apparently. the President was referring
to a highly probable victory of Estrada,
undoubtedly the most popular candidate
among the lower-income groups. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

E-day, top choice.




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build

classrooms PP
for our youth. (3%

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just built from incomg_temigted 10 the President’s Social
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the Fund, providing leaming facilities t@ thousands of
many roles it plays and the many tasks it pertorms, Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education. millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

& *AG,, :

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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¥ Strikers hold LRT hostage

HE wildcat Light Rail Transit strike accented government

ineptitude to resolve expeditiously the complete stoppage
of trains from operating from its main station in Baclaran to
Manila and Monumento in Caloocan, violating the 30-day cool-
ing-off period.

The strike put a stress on 500,000 office factory or store
workers, students and housewives who were deprived of their
habitual means of transport. They had to scramble for rides in
overcrowded buses and jeepneys.

The railway was specifically designed to relieve congestion in
other conventional conveyances. But when a monkey wrench is
thrown into the system which paralyzes operations for four days,

‘ not only the trains grind to a halt at the main terminal in Paranaque.

But the riding public is inconvenienced by this sudden sab-
otage by the strikers who placed planks across the rails and blocked
them by lying on beds on the overhead rails.

The railway transport ought to be held inviolate like the elec-
tricity or water utility firms. If there is talking to be done, union
representatives can do that with management and labor depart-
ment mediators.

But the LRT personnel should be on the job servicing the
public. )

Labor Sec. Cresenciano Trajano rushed the resumption of opera-
tions Sunday after a recess Saturday to allow the department to
direct the workers to return to work. Meantime, talks would resume
early Monday morning.

While the management was cooperative, the workers pressed
their demands like a P6,500 salary increase in two years to be
added to their P8,500 pay monthly. Management countered with
a P1,000 increase for the first and second years. Then it was amenable

’to P1,200 monthly hike the first year and P3,000 a month in the
remaining year of the collective bargaining agreement.

The labor department sought to reconcile the demands of the
950-strong Pinagisang Lakas ng Manggagawa sa Metro (Piglas) for
insurance benefits and hazard pay. A formula was offered by which
management and labor could resolve the two-year pay increase.

But the workers insisted on extending work stoppage over the
weekend and to picket the LRT sub-stations. And then the workers
wanted to be assured if the LRT is privatized, they will be pro-
tected.

Transportation Sec. Josefina Lichauco appeared shortly before
midnight and offered the striking employes a P4,000 salary raise,
one half to be given this year and the other half under the existing
CBA agreement. By 2 a.m. an agreement was reached by the Metro
Transit Organization which operates the LRT and the striking
union for workers to return to work.

The settlement is significant and a policy must be formulated

’n case of future disputes in view of the other light railway system
under construction from Baclaran across EDSA to Caloocan. Measures
must be imposed to insure against service interruptions like the
blocking of the railways.

-‘I
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TODAY

Part of the whole

Professumal Tanmers and neophvie gardeners
are aware of the imperatuve 1dea of fostering
a kanshap with therr environment. Being among
those closest 1o the bosom of Mother Nature,
thev recogmze one basic rule. Never sever
this evele of relationship

I he prineiple of interdependence or of being
n part of the whole in the ecological system
has guided the primitive farmer on the road
to survival amid calamities wrought by na-
ture. Ile knew that all creatares have their
own reason (or being and that a natural scheme
had been elaborately established to see to 1t
that each amimal, each plant, each hiving or-
ganism exists to complete a cycle that nur-
tures and strengthens his surroundings

The ancient farming method of allowing
nature to replenish ‘hersell without external
and extraneous forces still holds true today
because 1n nature nothing has really changed.
Plants are sull food for animals and ammals
give back food to the plants through theu
wastes which supply mitrogen to the plants
through the soil

[f this circle of give-and-take 1s broken,
everything else goes

FhEeH

I'he rediscovery of cultural and biological
control in the perennial struggle between farmer
and pests lumped under the modem-day
approach dubbed “‘Integrated Pest Manage-

ment  or IPM only emphasizes the known
but forgotten fact that nature has a built-in
control mechanmsm to make the cycle of life
complete and to make things in order. When
this cycle 1s unbroken, natural harmony pre-
vails

For instance, pests in rice plants can be
controlled by other insects -- the so-called
predators or beneficial insects. In other cases
even the pests control themselves. Mole crickets
(Gryllotalpa orientalis) which feed on palay
roots, for example, are canmbalistic and, there-
fore, regulate their own numbers. But when
this fails, a sphecid wasp and nematodes take
over by parasitizing the crickets’ nymphs and
adults.

We remember having heard that many years
ago, farmers in some parts of China made
massive collective efforts to drive away birds
which were then destroying their crops. But
when the birds disappeared, the Chinese
farmers were confronted with a more serious

(Page 8, please)

We Forum
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ONE’S WORTH

Marcosian faces

I WOULDN’T call them feces, consider-
ing they’re still as human as you and I are,
but the gall of certain Marcosian boys is getling
on my nerves. ['m referring to the dictator’s
mouthpieces in the media, like this Sn Lankan
who became in instant Filipino thru a decree
and this former ambassador who, while drunk,
defended the dictator’s cheating in the 1986
snap election on TV, The former lords it over
in the media staff of the PBA Circus with
his affected British accent, while the latter
has just leapfrogged from a broadsheet which
virtually nobody reads to the most widely
read hereabouls

The latter’s editor has acknowledged re-
ceipt of so many letters rapping her knuckles
for allowing the likes of this Marcos bigol
to write for her paper when, already, it heavi-
ly weighs with Marcos mouthpieces. Yet the
paper was born in protest.of the dictatorship,
and has since projected itsell as anti-dicta-
torship. The editor says this 1s a free country,
everyone 1s entitled 10 his views, and it emplovs
columnists based primarily on their talent 1o
wrile

Which leads me to say it might as well
employ many other Marcos mouthpieces like
this losing VP candidate Kit Tatad Thev all
write well, they are articulate -- and maporma
to boot. It might as well also fire anti-Marcos
employes, including probably the editor her-
sell.

L2 R L L

Yes, we who were already adults when
martial law was declared are guilty, direct-
ly or indirectly, of ‘‘association’” with the
Liictawrship. Many of us had no choice but
to grin and bear it. We have our families,
and we've got to live.

But these mouthpieces I'm talking about:
they deliberately and willingly conspired with
the dictator in muzzling our liberties, and
they basked under the bountiful sun of the
dicialurship while most of us were groaning
under the dictator’s heels.

They should have gone to hell; but look!
Even during Cory Aquino’s time, many of
them, by the simple expedient of becoming
balimbing, received her blessings. Today, it's
much worse, judging by the fact that 10, if
not all, of the presidential wannabes are
Marcosian faces. And, of course, the incum-
bent President is a Marcos boy. The people
who really staked their lives to restore de-
mocracy (not Cory, please) have long been
forgotten.

This is a national tragedy.

Exhnd 3

Know why Ramos is all smiles these days
even though his “‘anointed’’ is tailing behind
in the surveys?

Read his lips as you would have read Marcos’
before he declared martial law

Let it all hang out

As the elections taper down to the last
agonizing lortnight, some remarkable things
have begun taking shape. Chief among these
15 the obvious resolve of many candidates to
take a detour, as far away as they can gel,
from gut issues directly involving the elec-
torate. Why expose one’s ignorance when
concealment i1s so much safer?

Another event appears 1o be the obvious
acquiescence of so-called ““conscience’” groups
to join such candidates who are willing *“to
come along for the nde.”™

They have been inviting top Presidential
aspirants to demystify their platforms of gov-
ernment before them. By insisting that can-
didates ‘‘raise the level” of their campaigns,
these sell-appomted guardians of national
morality have given people with nothing but
nerve to recommend them free license to speak
in foreign tongues and symbols. And are the
candidates happy!

LR 2 L

The plot 1s evident, deliberate and clear
as mud.

Left to therr ‘\'ﬂlllﬂr_\ devices.even so-called
“intelligent”” voters will enter polling booths

barely able to tell one candidate from anoth-
er. Between the insinuated alliance of the *“con-
science’” brokers and the posturings of can-
didates (and goody-goody audiences), ordi-
nary voters will be at a loss where o begin

Not to worry: maybe someone really plaaned
things this way

MR RN

Some people wonder 1l other electoral
SUIprses are coming

What amazes them, among other things
is why al this late stage ol the game, Erap
Estrada bashers have failed to produce a single
new quotable joke. The last fantasy | heard
was Estrada’s plan to work on El Nino's
searing eflects by sending work shifts 10 do

“R & R work in outer space at night. Thal

way, they need not be bothered by the heal
of the sun

| had thought some bright propagandists
would have had Estrada Moating huge poly-
ethylene umbrellas over the Philippine country-

Jose G. BURGOS, JR. . . .

(From page 7)

problem posed by insects which invaded therr

fields. It turned out that the birds had pre-
viously contained the spread of the insects by
feeding on them!

Closer to home, we have the spectacle of

locusts destroying ricefields and other green-
erv in Central Luzon in the aftermath of Mt
Pinatubo’s eruption. The proliferation of the
winged pests has been attributed 1o the ab-
sence of such predators as birds, [rogs and
lizards
L E L L

This 15 just one of the many lessons we
may draw from our mdiseriminate disregard
of environmenlal balance. We can no longer
afford to discard the simple ways of our
forebears 1n dealing with the land, in partic-
ular, and nature, in general. As the Beatles
would sing: Let 1t be, let it be

side. Condensing water vapor on the under-
side of the umbrella screen, to be tapped as
rain when needed. Seeding the rainclouds in
his personally-piloted arcraft over La Mesa
Dam. But nothing like that has appeared. Have

the candidates entered into some kind of
gcuﬂcmﬂn's agreement -- or are the rest of

the pack worried this kind of Erap story-telling
might win him more votes than they lear?
dkkbs

Our sell-imposed norms of electoral con-
duct are working mn even more outlandish
\\'{]_\'S

With nothing at all in sight to suggest
that the candidates will be comfortable with
advocates have
tumed Speaker Jose de Venecia into a dis-
inclined statesman before his time.

People were more comfortable with him
when he was promusing billions of pesos, trillions
of trees and vast public improvements to cover
the next two millenniums. Now he has been
reduced to a bland, self-effacing personality,
dependent upon President Ramos’ endorsement
and his interpretations of God’s surveys to win

their counsel, ‘‘conscience’’

From the portentous, prophetic politician of

his Speakership days, he has become what the
entertainment world calls the **straight man.’

Joe’s friends ought to rip the muzzle placed
over lum. At their best. lus hyped statements
may be just what o wearv electorate waits 1o
liear At their worst, they can be dismissed as
campaign propaganda. But that 1s supposed Lo
be the national bill of fare between now and
the elechions. Evervbody else is hyping: why
not Joe”

ARTHMAN

by MARIO P, CHANCO

L E LR

Renato de Villa, Johnny Ponce Enrile and
Minam Defensor Santiago seem about the only
ones happy to pursue their campaign tacks the
way they originally planned. Given a bit more
time, their positions could seriously erode those
who are now accepted as the front runners,
Raul Roco's ftrail seems studded by distant
stellar galaxies, but it is Metro Manila’s Mayor
Fred Lim, gamning mileage from his citizen-
ship battles and from Cory Aquino’s unabashed
endorsements, that make it likely the *‘con-
science’’ tagline will have no effect on him.

sEEN S

The message Irom the electoralte, still barely

audible but gaming volume and momentum as
the election calendar zips by, seems lo say
‘Let 1t all hang out! Lel evervone, ladies or
gentlemen, have their say, regardless of what
may or may not be according lo a dress or
speech code.™

Amen. In the end, unless people are al-
lowed to listen openly, they will be inclined
to vote for the candidate they dislike least
[hat seems clear enough, clear as mud. Or
they nught decide not to vote at all. Which
one is it going to be?
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AGRIBUSINESS

'EL NINO AFFECTS RP SUGAR

EL NINO weather 15 ex-
pected to have 1ts grealesl
impact on Asi’s [997/98
sugar crops

In Thailand, one of the
region’s largest producers and
exporters, extreme drought 1s
expected to reduce production
by nearly 20 percent

Lower rainfall 1s also ex-
pected to reduce production
in the Philippines, Malaysia
and Indonesia also, but (o a
lesser extent

In India, a later than nor-

HYBRID CORN PRODUCTION: Executive Director William D. Dar (left) of the
Philippine Council for Agriculture,

y

collected at the station. (S&T Media Service)

TREES IN URBAN AREAS

By JENNIFER JARA

THE number of trees m
urban areas is diminishing and
pollution Jevel is increasing

Environmentalists say, that
the existing trees 1n cities can
not ease the pollution emitted
by vehicles, factories and oth-
er industrial establishments

This scenario, common

among Asian countries whose
._cconomy 1s changing from

agricultural base lo industn-
al, prompted environmentalists
to come up some concepts that
address pollution problems 1n
urban areas.

The Plant Resources of
Southeast Asia (PROSEA)
reported one concept conceived
by environmentalists called
urban forestry.

Urban forestry is designed
lo ease the pollution mn cities
to provide a better environ-
ment for urban dwellers. 1t
involves planting of forest trees
in parks, lawns and gardens,
and along roads and highways.

Foresi trees in urban areas
are beneficial. Aside Irom
easing air pollution and mak-
Ing the environment green,
their presence in cities can add
up to the dwindling popula-
tion of forest trees. They can
also make people aware of the
importance of forests in peo-

le’s lives,

PROSEA, in cooperation
with the Philippine Council lor
Agriculture, Forestry and
Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCARRD)

and the Commnussion ol the
European Union (CEU), recent-
ly published a book on FForest
Species for Landscaping and
Urban Planning. teported Dr.
Beatriz del Rosario, PROSEA
Plilippines Program Leader
and PCARRD Deputy Execu-
tive Director for Research and
Development™

She said, the ‘book was
published to showcase the
importance of forest trees in
the urban environment, Il 1s
also hoped that the book will
promote the use of forest Lrees
for landscaping aside from
timber and furmiture

Pictures, description, dis-
tribution, cultivation and uses
of the forest Lrees are contaned
in the book

In addition, the volume 1s
very uselul for lundscaping

contractors and planners, def

Rosario said. It features lrees
not commonly used for land-
scaping and were chosen lor
their aesthetic properties and
their ability to survive outside
the forest

e book includes 20 for-
est trees and 5 bamboo vari-
eties. Some of the commonly
known forest trees [eatured in
the book are! tindalo, neem,
pili, kamagong, narra, molave
and different species ol ma-
hogany. The bumboo specics,
also considered as omamen-
tals. are beautiful and easy to
propagate. (S&T Media Ser-
vice)

Forestry and Natural Resources Research and
Development (PCARRD) poses with Director General Timothy Reeves of” the Inter-
national Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) and CIMMYT Board
member Nora Olemboh of Kenya at a hybrid corn ficld in Poza Rica Experiment
Station (PRES), Poza Rica, Mexico. The visit to PRES was among the activities pre-
pared by the CIMMYT Board during its recent meeting in Mexico. Dar is a member
of the CIMMYT Board of Trustces. About 70% of improved CIM MY T-related va-
rieties released by developing countries in the past 33 years arc mostly germplasm

mal developing monsoon sea-
son 1s also expeeted to shghtly
reduce production. However,
production declines are like-
ly to be more attributed to the
switching ol crops from sug-
ar to cereals than Il Nifo
ellects

In most other sugar pro-
ducing arcas (Europe, Latin
America, Umited Stales,
Oceama) the harvesting sca-
son 1s alreadv underway or
about to start and good crops
are expected. according to the
Food and Agniculture Orga-
mzation (FAQ)

I the ellects of the [l
Nino linger then the 1998/99
production ol sugar could be
FAQ savs
So lar prices n 1997/98

L EA
’iiﬁi 5 L 4 are steady within their nors
o ;o R

allected

mal trading range but with a
tendency o nise due to pros-
peets of an unfavorable Astan
crop the United Nations
AECney savs

[ixcessive upward price
movements are not expected

the 1998/99 produclion sea-
son. prices can be expected
to merease bevond their re-
cent trading range

There are two types of
sugar production; sugarcane
and sugarbeel. Sugarcanc 1s

in 1997/98, even 1if there are
F1 Nifio impacts, as stocks
are al presenl just about
adequate and reduction mn
production n some countries,
such as Thatland will likely
be partally ollset by good
crops in other countries, such
as Braail

[3ut

down in 1997/98 1o anv greal

i stocks are drawn

extent and EI Nino lingers into

predominately produced in the
Lropics and more m the south-
ern hemsphere. while sugar-
beets are predominately pro-
duced n the northem hemi-
sphere Based on what hap-
pened 1 other occasions El
Nio would be expected to
have its most pronounced el-
fect on sugarcane producing
regions. (MNC Agri News
Service)

COCO EXPORTS ARE TOP $§ EARNERS

By PAUL ICAMINA

THE Philippines 1s the world’s largest supplier ol coconut
oil, the biggest earner among coconut products exports i the
first two months of the year

Coconut oil eamned $125.715 million during the period, way
ahead of desiccated coconut, the second biggest earner at $8.345
million

lotal coconut products exports reaped $155.84 million in
the first two months of 1998, according to the Philippine Coconul
Authority (PCA), A total of 365,723 metric tons were exported
during the same period

Copra carned $7.7411 million, activated carbon $4 193 million,
coconut-based chiemicals $4.150 million, and coconut shell char-
coal $1.573 muilhion

Philippine coconuts account for some 05 percent of the
international coconut trade Coconut products exports for the
past 10 years averaged at $750 mullion a year

o

Coconul exports in 1997 reached almost $1 billion even as
production creased, in copra lerms, from 2.2 million metne
tons m 1996 to 2.6 million metric tons last year

According to the PCA, coconut exports reached $0.92 bil-
lion in 1997 despite the El Nifio and the unwarranted cutling
of coconul trees for timber. The industry recorded an all-time
export high of $1.093 billion in 1995.

I'he volume of export, in copra lerms, was up by 254
percent -- from 1497 million metnc fons in 1996 to 1.877

million metric tons m 1997

Coconut oil registered the biggest share, contributing 69
percent total earmings, followed by desiccated coconut and copra

meal

Ilie PCA said export revenues also improved by 6.47 percent,
earning more than $922.6 nulhon in 1997, compared to $866.5

million i 1996

Ihe coconut industry is considered a giant in Philippine
agriculture. One-third of the population -- or some 20 million
Filipinos -- depend on coconuls for their livelihood. About 3

5

million hectares -- or 25 percent of total agncultural® land -

are planted to coconuls

Domiestic coconut products constmption and exports, in copra
terms. reached 2.69 million metric tons in 1986, the highest
recorded. But excepl for 1991 there was a dechine in coconut
utilization i the last six vears because of production shortage

According to the PCA, the decline m production 1s due
partly to the semlity of trees. poor soil nutrition, and improper
farming practices, as well as typhoons droughts, the cutling
of coconul Lrees for timber, the low price of copra, and land
conversion Lo avoid land refonn (MNC Agri News Service)
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BSP IS CREATING AN ILLUSION OF HIGH
LIQUIDITY GROWTH, ECONOMIST CLAIMS

By NICK REBONG

¢

THE Bangko Sentral ng
Pilipinas (BSP) is computing
domestic liquidity under two
different circumstances, there-
by creating an illusion on high
liquidity growth.

*“This distortion is simi-
lar to apples being erroneously
compared with oranges,’” ac-
cording to Emilio S Neri, an
economist at the University
of Asia and the Pacific
(UA&P), in a paper titled An
Hllusion of Wealth. A copy of
the paper was obtained by the
Manila Newsfeatures and
Commeniaries,

Neri cited that based on
recent BSP reports, the growth
rate of domestic hqudity or
M3 in 1997 is going o fall
between 23 percent o 25
percent. Tlus shows, accord-
ing to BSP officials, that,
contrary 1o common observa-
tion, monetary policy in 1997

has not been tight,

““If the M3 data of the BSP
15 true,”" he argued, * ‘it means
that there is a strong contra-
diction between what interest
rates show -and what money
supply data indicate.

Neri noted that BSP pre-
liminary figures show that base
money has been kept tight in
1997. Reserve money, the
simplest definition of base or
high-powered money, expanded
by only 9 percent in 1997
compared to a 14.3 growth in
1996 and a 16.6 percent ex-
pansion in 1995,

- He said the slowdown in
reserve money is supported by
the slower growth of bank
loans. Figures for the first 11
months of 1997 show that
commercial bank loans grew
by merely 25.2 percent in 1997,
a sharp decline from the rapid
expansion ol bhank credits by
35.8 percent in 1995 and 51.9
percent in 1996

Nen stressed, however, that

such a slowdown in reserve
money and bank credits was
not retlected in M3 growth.
Official M3 figures for the first
nine months of 1997 show that
it grew by 23.5 percent -- a
significant increase from the
M3 expansion of 15.8 percent
mn 1996,

“But if credit has indeed
tightened, how can M3 growth
show otherwise?’” he asked.

The UA&P economist point-
ed out that the first thing that
has to be taken into account
to answer this question is that
dollar deposits have become
very common. Unlike before,
dollar earners such as export-
ers and overseas Filipino
workers now have the option
of depositing their dollars into
their own accounts

This 1s why, in 1995, dol-
lar deposits in commercial
banks were already account-
ing for 30 percent of the total
indicating 1ts significance in
the measurement of the_coun-

= versus -

ENTERPRISES,

JULIETA O, YANG doing business under
the trade name & style KNOTTS&ERHY

Republic of the Philippines
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Caloocan City, Metro Manila

LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES
Mortgagee/s,

x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Extra-Judicial Foreclosure of
Real Estate Mortgage under Act
3135, as amended by Act 4118

Upon extra-judicial petition-for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by

LAND'BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES, MORTGAGEE, with postal address at San Fernando Branch,
San Fernando, Pampanga against, JULIETA O. YANG, doing business under the trade name
& style KNOTTSBERRY ENTERPRISES, MORTGAGOR/S, with residence and postal address at
10-7 Don Juan Avenue, Villa Teresa, Angeles City, to satisty the mortgage indebtedness which
as of March 16, 1998 amounts to THREE HUNDRED TWENTY THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED
TWELVE PESOS & 32/100 (P320,912,32), Philippine Currency, Including/excluding interests,
penalty/ies, attorney’s fees, plus sheriff's fees and other expenses of foreclosure and sale,
the Ex-Officio Sheriff of Caloocan City thru the undersigned Sheriff hereby gives notice to
all interested parties and to the public in general, that on May 15, 1998 at ten o'clock In
the morning or soon thereafter, infront of the main entrance of Caloocan City Hall Annex,
Aurelio Bldg., 9th Avenue, Grace Park, Caloocan City, will sell at public auction to the highest
bidder/buyer for CASH and In Philippine Currency, the real estate property/ies together with
all the improvements existing thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 291647

A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot 30, Block 3 of the subdivision plan Psd-71591, being a portion
of Lot 610-A, described on plan (LRC) Psd-37135, LRC Rec. No, 6563), situated In the City
of Caloocan. Bounded on the N., along line 1-2 by Lot 11, Block 3: on the E., along line
2-3 by Lot 29, Block 3; on the S., along line 3-4 by Road Lot 3; and on the W , along line
4-1 by Lot 31, Block 3, all of the subd. plan, Beginning at a point marked ““1° on plan x
X X X X containing an area of TWO HUNDRED FORTY (240) SQUARE METERS. x X %X X X

Prospective buyers or bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title
to the said property/ies and encumbrances thereon, If any there be

Caloocan City, Metro Manila, April 6, 1998,

: PAZ G. PALANCA
OSCAR P. VALLE Ex-Officio Sheriff
Sheriff Incharge

Copy furnished: ALL PARTIES CONCERNED
WE FORUM
April 20, 27 & May 4, 1998

try’s overall level of liquidity

Despite the growing con-
tribution of dollar deposits to
overall liquidity, domestic li-
quidity is not able to capture
the contribution of foreign
currency accounts. While re-
serve money was able to par-
tially account for liquidity
expansion arising from grow-
ing dollar inflows, the tradi-
uonal M3 understated the true
level of domestic liquidity in
the economy in 1995 and 1996.

This means that, in account-
ing for the expansion in li-
quidity arising from the growth
of dollar deposits and loans,
some other indicator or aggre-
gate hquidity had to be used
Responding to this exigency,
the BSP used a proxy figure
o take dollar deposits into
account, thus the introduction
of M4,

M4 15 defined as domestic
liquidity plus the foreign cur-
rency deposits (FCDs) of non-
bank residents. The BSP has
never published any official
data series on M4 Figures for
FCDs, however, confirm the
huge expansion in loans

FCDs grew from $9.2 bil-
lion in 1995 to P14.7 billion
in 1996 for a 59.7 percent
growth. FCD loans also grew
significantly from $7.7 billion
i md-1996 to P11/9 billion
in mid-1997 — a 55 percent
expansion.

But when the peso began
sinking last July 11, loans that
were sourced from dollar de-
posits naturally had to slow
down. True enough, the year-
to-date growth of outstanding
commercial bank loans for the
first 11 months of 1997 dragged
al just 25.2 percent [rom a
whopping 57.6 growth in the
same period for 1996

Now that M3 should again
be recognized as the more
relevant domestic liquidity
figure, Nen said, it should not
be compared with M3 figures
that were registered previous
to the peso’s devaluation

M3 for 1995 and 1996 were

" understated as it was not be

able to capture the increase in
liquidity due to the expansion
in dollar deposits. By the time
the peso started falling, loans
that were funded from dollar
deposits nalurally slowed
down, forcing banks to rely
more on peso deposils

It was this that prompted
M3 lo return to its higher,
normal levels in the second
half of 1997 (Manila News-
features and Commentaries)

DESPITE all the seeming odds stacked up againsl it, some

things are still going for the Philippine stock market.

“The enlightened investor will find that the market still
has a solid fundamental base for earmnings,”’ according to
Allan German, vice president for finance and senior econom-

ic analyst of the Summit Rescarch and Consultancy Inc.

In a paper titled Mood Swings in the Market, German '
explained that obviously, slumping sectors like property,
petroleum and banking will menit caution, but other sectors

have essential strengths that may more than compensate.

He said the Philippine Stock Exchange index (Phisix) will
most probably climb up to the 2600-2800 levels by the end
of the year. “*As investors shake off the effects of the bear
market that prevailed in 1997, 1998 should be seen as the
year that the Phisix trains its legs in-order to run with the

bulls once more,”” German said.

“*The construction industry, paradoxically, leads the pack,”

he added

German cited that in the fourth quarter of last year, the
industry contributed 50.3 percent of total industry growth and .

managed a 16.4 percent increase

Tlus was fueled by the progression of several public works
projects such as the South Luzon Expressway, the Manila Railway
Transit and other road expansions, which pushed public construc-
tion by 175 percent. These undertakings continue to advance
this year, and more projects will likely follow due to the approval

of a P55 billion pork barrel fund during an election year

He also said that the telecommunications sector remains
exciting in the wake of aggressive expansion and the intro-
duction of new technology. For the next three years, teledensity
1s expected to grow by a convincing 25 percent annually primarily
because of local exchange carriers operators who will benefit
from the emergence of such developments as wireless local ’

loops

Forecast teledensity by the year 2000 is a hefty 11.06 percent,

13 percent higher than the current level.

German noted that the hotel, recreation and other service
industries are poised for a takeoff as a result of a booming
tounism industry, These industries are naturally immune to the

effects of a weakened currency.

He said tourism gross value added is expected to grow by
5.92 percent this year. This translales to' the development of
more tourism-oriented areas in the countryside, and the expan-

sion ol local restaurant in the provinces.

On a mucro scale, German poinied out, there still remains
some gems within the field in terms of corporate issues. Because
of the fluctuating peso-dollar exchange rate, export companies
like lTonics Circuits and Music Corp. are seen as good buys

in the short- to medium-term

Both Digitel and the Philippine Long Distance Telephone
Co. also have strong foreign exchange receipts and earnings

capacity

For more conservative investors, he said, the time is right
to gradually chalk up blue-chips. Safe bets include the ever-
sturdy Avala Corp. whose quality portfolio includes the Bank

of the Philippine Islands and the Ayala Land Inc

SM Prnime Holdings also remams a well-grounded acqui-
sition because of its resiliency to economic cycles, 30 percent
of its revenues comes from cinemas, and its mainstay SM
Department Store has become a by-word among Filipino shop-

pers

German said the approval of the International Containe

2

Terminal Services Inc.'s appeal to provide non-containerized
services gives the company additional revenues and makes this
issue one o consider. (Manila Newsfeatures and Commen-

taries)
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HEALTH

RICE 1s okay

direct evidence to implicate

there 158 no

carbohvdrates with obesity

In fact, carbohydrate loods
-- typically cereals like nce
sugars, roots and tubers, [ruts,
vegetables and pulses -- are
uselul i many ways lo con-
trol weight and to protect
against certain diet-related
illnesses.

““In particular, diets con-

energy from a variety of car-
bohydrate sources, as compared
to high fat diets, reduce the
likelthood that body fat accu-
mulation will occur,"” accord-
ing to ““Carbohydrate in Hu-
man Nutrition,”” a joint report
by the UUN Food and Agricul-
ture Orgamzation (FAO) and
the World Health Orgamzation
(WHO)

But the report -- based on
the lindings and recommenda-
tions of a panel of scienlists
who reviewed recent data n

HOSPITALS: Infections are common.

BACTERIA: SINGLE

affluent societies cautions

MOST COMMON

CAUSE OF INFECTIONS IN HOSPITAL

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

THE Pseudomonas bacteria is the single most common cause
of infections acquired by patients during their stay in the hospiltal

Now a team of microbiologists from Montana State Uni-
versity, the University of lowa, and the Uniyessity of Rochester
has genetically altered the bacteria Pseudomonas Aeruginosa
and break up the colonies Uial normally make the germ re-
sistant to detergents and antibiotics

The work relies on mucking up the chemical communica-
tion system that the bacteria use to “‘talk’* to each other when
releasing toxins and gaining a foothold in humans, ammals and
even plants

An official from the National Science Foundation (NSF),
which funds the Montana State University biofilm center, called
the discovery ““an exciting event '’ .

“We're on the brink of a brand new technology,”” Fred
Betz, an NST program oflicer, said recently alter hearing Costerton
and Davies talk about their work. ‘It may be simple. It may
be complex. But that’s the next step.”

The agency has begun funding the next step — the devel-
opment of chemical messages thal would confuse the baeteria
and usher jn a new way of treating bactenial infections, for
example. The MSU biofilm center and the Center for Marine
Biofouling and Bioinnovation at the University of New South
Wales, Australia, are collaborating on the project

Pseudomonas is a very common bacteria on our lood, In
dirt, and throughout our houses. The tiny rod-shaped germ
targets people whose defenses are already weakened: bumn victims,
people who have had surgery, cancer patients on chemother-
apy, or patients on ventilators or with IV tubes or catheters,

Pseudomonas is also a big killer of patients with cystic
fibrosis. Nearly all children with the disease are mfected by
this bactgrium, which makes patients” lung mucus muel thick-
or and compounds their breathing problems

like other bacterin, Pseudomonas can be extraordinary
resistant, largely because the bacteria form themselves into
sticky colonies called biofilms

A biofilm is like a slime home base where billions of bactena
stick together, becoming hundreds ol times more resggiant 1o

detergents and antibiotics than when they're circulating alone
[ a biofilm, the level of attack that bactenia can mount againsl
a host mcrease exponentially

“‘Bacteria love to stick, and once they settle down and
make a biofilm, 1t's notoriously difficult to gel rnd of them,’
savs Barbara Iglewski, professor of microbiology and immu-
nology at Rochester and one ol the authors. “We'll take a
culture {rom a patient and send it to a clinical lab, and the
lab will say the strain is sensilive to a certamn drug, yel the
infection continues even when vou give the drug in large doses

Instead of aligning themselves in fancy mushroom -- and
pillar-shaped structures as healthy bacteria do -- the bacteria
simply pile up on top of each other. When the scieritists subyected
the germ to a detergent that it normally weathers easily, the
mutant bacteria began falling off within 30 seconds, and the
biofilm was completely destroyed in just five minutes

In Psendomonas, the scientists found that only 1f enough
bacteria were releasing the signal molecule ultimately coded
by the last gene did the bacteria form a biofilm and proceed
willl the next stage, a vigorous attack on host tissue, Biofilm
formation by billions of bacteria began within just a few minutes
of reacling a quorum

“Only m the company of other bacterin will a cell tum on
its genes and devote itsell’ to making these energy-expensive
products like toxins,” says Pearson. Pearson 1s the one who
actually made the vulnerable mutant form, using molecular
biology techniques like restriction enzymes or “‘molecular
scissors’” to snip the pene from the bacteria’s genclic code

['he scientists are now looking for easier ways to knock out
the gene, chiecking to see how effective antibiotics fight the
mutant Pseudomonas, and hoping to find genes that control the
formation ol biofilms formed by other bacteria as well

Physicians aren't the onlv ones who'd like o wipe out
biofilms, i industry, such bacterial «colonies clog pipes mn all
kinds ol settings, including o1l ngs and beer-making equip-
ment, “*I0s only recently that people have begun Lo appreciate

_Jhait these aren’t just scum

I'he findings are published in the journal Science. (MNC)

taining at least 55 percent of

“‘that excess energy in any form
will promote bodv fat accu-
mulation, and that excess
consumpuon of low lat foods
while not as obesity-produc-
INg as excess consumplion ol
high fat produets, will also lead
Lo obesity 1l energy expendi-
ture 1s not inereased

In many developing coun-
tries, on the other hand, the
major challenge is to meet daily
energy need, and carbohydrate
foods are usually the main
source of energy

In such cases there may be
need for a greater proportion
of fat- and protein-based foods
in the diet to assure better
nutrition and health status and
meel overall energy demands
for work and other physical
activity

Ihe recommendations made
by the experts on carbohydrales
mclude

o Thal energy balance be
maintained by consuming a diet
contammng at least 55 percent
total energy from carbohydrate
from various sources and en-
gaging in regular physical
activity

o That the bulk of carbo-
hvdrate-contamning foods con-
sumed bv those nich 1n
nonstarch polysaccharides
appropriately processed cere-
als, vegetables. legumes, and
fruits are particularly good lood
choices

o That the continued pro-
duction and consumption ol
root crops and pulses be en-
couraged to ensure the ade-
quacy and diversity of the
supply of carbohydrate

In one recommendation, the
reports says that “among those
who are overweight or obese,
1t 1s important lo reduce total
fat intake and to encourage the
consumption of the most ap-
propnate carbohvdrate-contam-
ing foods.””

The consumption of nuls,
pulses and seeds should also
be encouraged. Even if they
represent only a relatively small
amount of carbohydrate ener-
av, they are a good source of
protein and micronutnents, and
their protein quality can be
optimized when consumed with
cereals

In addition, in a series of
long-term studies, cereals rch

CARBOHYDRATES ARE
GOOD FOR YOUR HEALTH

in non-starch polvsaccharides
more commonly known as
dietary fiber. have been shown
lo be proleclive against coro-
nary heart discase

Ihetary advice aimed at
reducing coronary heart dis-
CilSe l'lh'i\ 15 Lo MCrcise ”it_'
intake of carbohydrate-rich
foods, especially cereals, veg-
ctables and Iruits rich 1 non-
starch polysaccharide, at the
expense of fat.”” Studies have
indicated that this diet may also
be protective against colorectal
cancer

There 1s no scientific evi-
dence, according to the report,
lo support the claim that re-
fined sugar intake has any
significant influence on either
behavior or cognitive perfor-
mance in children, nor 1s there
prool that it causes hyperac-
Livily

The report recommends that
children’s diets. starting around
agoe two, should gradually
mcrease carbohydrate intake
while simultancously reducing
{at intake m order to reach,
by the age of five vears, the
recommended level for adults
of at least 55 percent of total
energy derived from a vanety
ol C-'Ill'lﬂll\'dlil.lk' S0urces

According to the report
“*substanuial data suggest that
diets high in fat content tend
lo promote consumplion ol
more total food energy than
diets high in carbohydrates, ™
I'lis 15 because humans use
different nutrients selectively
for their daily energy needs

IMe body has a himited
capability to store prolein and
carbohydrate, none to store
alcohol, and a virtually unlhim-
ited capacity lo store f[at
Calories from alcohol are used
first, because conversion ol
alcohol to fat is energetically
expensive. Proteins are next
to be used up, followed by
carbohydrates

Calones Irom fat are the
last to be used to cover the
remaimng energy needs, and
once that has been met, the
excess is stored in the body’s
fatl deposits. This is one of the
reasons why eating high car-
bohydrate diets 1s likely to
reduce the risk of obesity in
the long term., (MNC Agri
News Service)
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- FRAUD F EAR‘

Fraud on even a small scale could potentially alter the
outcome of the May |1 elections

T'huis assessment was made by the National Citizens Move-
ment for Free Elections (Namfrel), the citizen’s arm accredited
with the Commission on Elections (Comelec), in a paper presented
during the 19th National Conference of Employers last week.

CIf you look back to 1992, in a race which featured seven
candidates, President Ramos won with a plurality of 24 percent
ol the vote over second-placer Miriam Defensor Santiago with
20 percent. The winming margin in absolute numbers was less
than 875,000 votes.”" Namfrel said

By NICK REBONG

—— P4.00IN.METRO MANILA

WHAT’S BEHIND SMC
AND COJUANGCO’S SHARE

By ELOY CALIMOSO

FVEN SMALL

HERE is more than meets the eye in the

Sandiganbayan’s sudden change of heart to

allow businessman Eduardo ‘‘Danding”
Cojuangco to vote his sequestered shares in the food
and beverage giant San Miguel Corp. (SMC).

The ruling of the country’s anti-graft body in

SCALE CAN ALTER
allowing the known crony of the late strongman
Ferdinand Marcos to vote for his controversial 20 POL'L Owaom

percent stake in the country’s biggest publicly listed -
company was unexpected.

e TS 1] I

In 1987, the government,
through the Presidential Com-
mission on Good Government
(PCGG), seized the SMC
shares of Cojuangco after

Marcos was booted out of

power in a largely peaceful
uprising. The PCGG contend-
ed that the shares were part
of the 1ll-gotten of the Marcos
famuly.

Cojuangeo’s lawyers ques-
tioned the legahty of the se-
questration before the Su-
preme Court. After more than
Il years, the issue on the
SMC shares has vet to be
resolved by the High Tribu-
nal.

[For years since the seques-
tration of the SMC shares,
Cojuangeo, through his law-
yers led by former Solcitor-
General Estelito Mendoza, has
also been fighting before the
Sandiganbayan for his night
lo vote on his shares in the
beer and food conglomerate

The anti-grafl court refused
to grant his appeal except only
in 1991, At that ume,
Mendoza and Cojuangeo’s
brothers Manuel and Enrique

sal on the 15-man board of

the SMC' Thus, the Sandigan-
bavan's decision, which was
issued on the eve of the
SMC’s annual stockholders’
meeling last Monday, took
many by surprise

Early this year, the Ramos
administration tried (o ham-

mer oul a compromise agree-

. ment with Cojuangco, the first

cousin ol former President
Corazon Aquino. Cojuangco
was then staying at his [arm
in Australia

In the proposed deal, which
was brokered by emissanes
close to both sides, the lormer
Marcos staunch ally would be
allowed to sell his shares to
whoever was interested. The
controversial shares were es-
timated to have ballooned to
more than P22 billion

A Hong Kong-based {irm,
the First Pacific Co.. expressed
interest in acquining the shares
that would allow it to nom-

COJUANGCO

mnate three members to the | 5-
man board of SMC. The pro-
posed sale to the Hong Kong

based conglomerate would,
effect, end the more than | 1-

year-old case on whether or
not Cojuangco’s shares were
part ol the so-called ill-got-
ten of the Marcoses

One of the top officials ol
First Pacific, Manuel Pangili-
nan, was believed to be close
o President Iidel Ramos

I'here were reports that the
President gave lus thumb-up
sign on the proposed sale of
SMC shares on several con-
ditions. One condition was for
Cojuangeo to back out from
hl\ cormmutmen! 1o ‘.\'lti!l!uﬂ |I1L'
opposition standard bearer
Vice President Joseph *“Erap™
Estrada who at that ime was
already enjoving 4 command-
ing lead in the popularity
polls

Another condition was for
Cojuangeo to chip in a hefty
sum for the campaign Kitty
of the administration candi-
date Speaker Jose de Venecia
who was scouring for cam-
paign funds
strongly believed that the

Some people

House leader had a hand i
the proposed deal

[But the proposed sale wenl
kaput aller Cojuangeo balked
al the deal tor sull unknown
reasons

With the Sandiganbayan's
deeision, some people are now
speculating that the adminis-
tration may have succeeded
in woomg Cojuangeo to nc
cede to its conditions sel

carhier 1n exchange for a more

favorable settlement over his
SMC shares

Although Sandiganbayan
Justice Francis Garchitorena
is not known for Kowtowing
lo the whims ol the admin-
istration, there are people who
are looking at the court’s
sudden change ol heart as part
of the ruling party s cflorl 1o
ensure an electoral victory for
[De Venecia

If the ruling party Lakas-
NLUCD could suceeed in neu-
tralizing Cojuangeo and s
party, the Nationalist People’s
Coahiion (NPC), it would be
a big boost to De Venecia's
presidential bid. NPC, which
was founded by Cojuangeo
was sharply divided on who
to support in the May || elec-
tions

But a significant number
of NPC members especially
those at the local level whose
candidacy depends heavily on
Cojuangeo’s financial back-
mg have aligned themselves
to the Estrada’s camp

[t could be considered a
master stroke il admimstra-
ton oflicials succeeded n
strking a deal with Cojuangeo
that would deny Estrada the
badly needed musele, linan-
clally and orgamzationally, at
the local level in the coming
eleclions
+ The stroke could \'i‘L’H
doom lor Estrada’s presiden-

tial bid. (MNC)
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is horeby given that the estate of the late CATALINO ROSARIO
who died intedtate and without & will in
extiajudicinlly settlod among his heirs as pér Doc. No
1998 exocuted before Atty Jose S
Padoline, & Notary Public for and in Quezon City on April 16, 1998

1941 at Manila had beon

71, Pages No

E ESCARTE who died intestate
wvidonced by Doc,  No
1998 oxecuted on Apnl 7
Padoling of Quezon City, MM

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notico 18 hoareby given that the estate ol the late LEODEGARIO
and without a will an
1998 at Quezon City had boen extrajudicially settled among his heirs
230; Page Na. 47

1998 bolore Notary Public Atty

lanunry 27
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“For 1998, we have 11 candidates, If the same pattern of
votes occurred as it did in 1992, with a 24 percent share for
first and a 20 percent share for second, and assuming an 80
percent turmout, the winning margin this year could be only
I.1 million votes. This is equivalent to less than 6.000 pre-
cinets,”” it added

Namlirel also noted that roughly 100,000 candidates are
vying for 17,000 elective positions from-president down o city
and municipal councilors

Because the process of voting and counting are manualized
and not automated, it said, the process will be tedious, tiring,
and prone o error and fraud

Against this backdrop, Namfrel stressed that it has chosen
lo concentrate altention and resources on the Operation Quick
Count (0QC), the objective of which is to make public the
precinct-based results of the elecuon to satistv public demand
lor imlormation and to preempt or prevent cheating by alter-
ation ol election results

How does Namfrel plan to carry out the job?

Namfrel said its OQC 1s based on picking up the Comelec's
clection returns [rom approximately 180,000 precinets all over
the countrv. Under a new law, for the first time, these forms
will be turned over to Namfrel

“Thus, theoretically, we shall be able to cover 100 percent
of the vote 1f all forms are tumed over to us. We shall tabulate
and process these forms at our city tabulation centers all over
the nation and transmit results (o our OQC Center at La Salle
Greenhills, which shall be open to the public,” it said

For this purpose, Namfrel said it has appomted chapter
chairmen all over the country to recruit volunteers

In the same paper, Namfrel also said that it has developed
a countermeasure to the dagdag-bawas that occurred in earlier
clections

For 1998, 1t will also closely monitor the preparation of the
certilicates of canvass at the city and provincial levels, This
15 where most cases of wholesale [raud occurred in 1995

Under o new law, Namfrel will now entitled to receive from
the Comelec three key documents against which to check and
countercheck results

Namlirel explmined that these eleclions present
crossroads for the Philippine economy and sociefy

“If the elections are conducted honestly and peacefully, if
the integrity of the ballot and the electoral process is protected
and 1 we collectively elect a capable leader, then the country
will be in the best position to win the odds and be among the
lirst to recover 1n the region,”” Namlirel said

In fact, we feel that il the elections proceeded smoothly
ihe country will experience a resurgence in busmness confi-
dence domestically and internationally and will embark on 4
growth path once agamn,”” 1t added

Namfirel warned, however, that if elections are marked by
fraud and violence and a winner emerges who 15 perceived to
be incapable or lacks mntegnty to lead the country, business
confidence will drop sharply

critical

I'he overall consequence of the drop in business conlidence
will be a reduction in investments, a further slowing down of
the economy over a longer period ol tume, busimess downturns
layofls, and potential capital flight (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)
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