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CAJ TURN-OVER: President Ramos applauds as National Press Club president Fred Lobo (second from left)

ON Fl SH PON Ds receives the flag of the Confederation of ASEAN Journalists (CAJ) froin Bandhit Rajavatanadhanin, CAJ honorary

president, in turnover ceremonies held last week in Malacanang. Lobo is the incoming president of the CAJ for

f[{g(ge a term of three years. The CAJ held last week its 12th General Assembly and Media Forum at the Holiday Inn

Manila Pavilion Hotel in Manila. Also scen at right is Press Seeretary Hecetor R.R. Villanueva. (Malacafiang Photo)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income
opportunities
in

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects:to make life a
little better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

epressed areas.

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EDITORIAL REPORT

- BUNGLING POLICEMEN

KILL KIDNAP VICTIMS

HE police have established an ignominious
record of bungling operations to rescue kid-
napping victims by shooting them to death
instead of saving them. The case of Charlene Mae Sy,
15, created a sensation when law agents out to get her
from her abductors who flanked her in a car in Jan-
uary 1993 poured lead into the vehicle and killed her.

The police solemnly vowed
such mistake killing would
never happen agam. Bul a
reprise of the Charlene Sy
incident was
businessman lgnacio Earl Ong,
28, on the dav the Chinese
communty attended the funeral
ol another Kidnap victim
Gordon Morales Tan, 24, al
Eternal Gardens in Novaliches
Quezon Cily

Ihe ethme Chinese had shut
down their stores. shops and
homes 1 Manila s Chinatown
in a day's protest ngamst the
rash of Kidnappings in homes
businesses or busy thorough-
fares. Tan had resisted the men
who seized him in [ront ol his
shoe factory in Guiguinto
Bulacan and was killed

Four other Chinese busi-
nessimen and Ong were abduct-
ed. Ong left his bride of six
months, Faith Gokongwel,
sleeping in the morming of
December 2 1o visit a construc-
tion site in Darasa, Tanauan,
Batangas. A car blocked his
Pajero van on the highway and
six armed men boarded it

In Lipa City at 3 p.m.,
policemen on a mission lo
rescue Ong shot him dead with
four of his Kidnappers n lus
van. Survivor Emiliano Muit
was taken by the police and
grilled. Three others had board-
ed another vehicle. The Lipa
policemen claimed when they
closed 1n on the van, shots were
fired from 1t Their retumn fire
killed Ong witll the four ab-
ductors

A gang member was report-
ed traced to a salehouse 1n
Calbayog Cily, Samar and
brought back to Manila

RAMOS INDICTED

A direet challenge was
hurled by Kidnap-for-ransom
syndicates at the dismal lail-
ure of President Fidel Ramos
leadership to contain Kidnap-
ping after he declared an “all-
out war'" agamnst the wave ol
abductions in 1993

the death of

“With vour law enforce-
ment background, the citizen-
ry thought you were the nght
person to address the problem
ol criminahty,”” a full-page
newspaper open letter ol con-
cerned associations arfd indi-
viduals pomnted out “"Yet sadly
and 1ronically, wath vou at the
helm, our and
situation continues Lo deteri-
orate

Frour vears and hundreds of
Kidnap victims ago. ““the all-
ol remain on papes
stmply as plans with no ac-
Lion the letter said How
many more Charlene Sys
Manuel Omgpins. Kenneth Gos,
Myron Ramoses, Dae Iwa
Liongs, Gordon Tans and
lmacio Ongs need Lo die betore
decisive action 1s taken”

So now what restitution can
be made alter Ong has been
shot dead?” Who of the police-
men who pumped lead that
killed Ong and the four ab-
ductors will answer for the
gunning ol an mnocent man”

Should police still wonder
why Ong's wife, a security
guard and a neighbor retuse
lo talk to them? Are the po-
lice allies or enemies?

PALACE REACTION

Malacanian reaction by
police consultant  Ramon
Montafio was (0 blame. not the
police. bul " passive, uncoop-
erative Kidnap-tor-ransom vic-
s’ and the media lor blam-
ing govermmenl fmlure Lo check
Kidnapping operations

Montano Senate
call for the resignation of
Recaredo Sarmiento as Phil-
ippine National Police direc-
tor general or changing per-
sonnel won't selve the prob-
lem. However, he did not
mention policemen or ollicers
who were seen Iriendly with
the kidnappers by the victims
e Ong kidnappers were
found with government-1ssued
guns

Sen

peace order

Wilrs

sad the

Fdgardo Angara be-

By ERIC

S. GIRON

rated Montano for blanung the
rash of kidnappings on the
media and relatives ol the
crime victims rather than on
government failure to stamp
out the problem by cracking
down on police and ‘military
scalawags

Security  adviser
Almonte claimed the Kidnap
menace had been exaggerated

lose

by the media and non-govern-
ment organizations e
the entire problem consists
ol establishing a better condi-
tion ol peace and order 1 the
whole country
¢ Sen. Minam D Santiago
lashed out at Almonle lor
saving he is not alarmed that

said

four people are
within a week and one of them
was killed by the police watl
four kidnappers: =~ With lead
ers like him, who would (eel
sSanbiggo asked
Ihat 1s not Lo Kep
Joker Arroyo said ol Almonte
Laxpaving citizens expecl the
povernment o protect them
from lawlessness, Arrovo suid

SARMIENTO RESIGNS

Kidnapped

sule?

STREET CRIMES: Getting worse.

Recaredo Sarmiento made
a queer statement after ten-
dering hos resignation to Pres-
ident Ramos Thursday and
exiting through the Malacafian
backdoor when told he had
been relieved of his post

Alter the meeting at
Mualacanan. | felt 1 was the
happiest man on earth
sSarmiento was quoted. “*l am
happy because | will be away
Irom the prving cyes ol my
Iriends

A published photo showed
the Malacanun council that
conctirred with the axing ol
Sarmiento jomng hands with
tht: cashiered PN ex-clnet
Sarmiento ussumed Tull respon-
sthiliy [or pohee Tolures when
e heeded Senate demands lor
lns resignation. The Clinese
ethue conumunty blamed the
Ramos adiministration lor be-
ina Hresponsive Lo the
serigs ol Kidnap-killings

But the political opposition
Sarmiento as oo
whose

revurded
sciapegoal’ ouster
could be o tred hermng 1o

deviate national attention from

the “‘dismal fatlure of the
Ramos military cligue in con-
tammng hemous crimes

Sarmiento’s firing was re-
garded by the political oppo-
mere smokescreen
to hide a possible ploy by
Palace operatives to allow the
peace and order to deteriorate
m order to spark a natonal
justily o mulitary
takeover or the scrapping ol
the 1998 elecuions

e Laban ng Makabavang
Viasang Pilipino sid the police
and malitary
ivolved in enime syndicates
are pro-Ramos elements rais-
ing funds lor the Lakus Party
expenses m the 1998 elections
was sacked lor
alleged falure ol the Ramos
admmmstration 1o lick the re

stion as a

Crisis 1o

scalowags

SArmieno

surgent
Sen

crime wive
Angara ¢hallenged
'resident Romos 1o coneel Hus
33rd qunkel to Kuali Lampu
Mulavsin and lace the cown-
irv's eritical enme wuve and
(he previuling economie cn

sls

A Malacanan-based lgure

was reported to have prompt-
ed Sarmiento’s resignation and
used lormer Customs Commis-
sioner Modesto Farolan to
persuade Sammiento. Al a Camp
Crame press conlerence,
Sarmiento showed no remorse
over being sacked as PNP chiel

Named to replace Sarmiento
was Police Direclor Sanliago
Aliilo, who was then attend-
ing a conference in Honolulu
Sarmiento, who was PNP cluel
tor three and a half vears. has
until Dec. 15 before his term
expires

PNP DISPLAYS
KIDNAPPERS

e government altempt to
the ball n
crucking down on the rash ol
kidnappings was the display
high-powered guns. vehicles
and other paraphemalin with
the announcement that 24 men
had been arrested lor killing
Gordon Tan and the Kidnap-
ollier

show 11 was on

ping of ten Chinese-
Filipino merchants
I'he justice department

(Next page, please)
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reported five kidnap gangs
busted and the mass arrests
had solve 80 percent ol Metro
Manila Kidnapping cases. i3ul
senators smelled the rash of
arrests was a. move Lo impress
President Ramos to save them-
selves from being Kicked out
like Sarmiento

Sen. Miriam  Delensor
Santiago mred her suspicions
that government agents *are
in danger ol stnking every-
where and anywhere just so
they can show ofl trophies to
the President ™" Il they knew
who to round up, Santiago
asked why they did not pick
them up earlier but suddenly.
after Sarmiento’s resignation.
the suspects surfaced

Eighteen of the 24 arrest-
ed were accused of illegal
possession ol firearms and not
kidnapping. Six were released
for lack of evidence The
senalors cautioned againsi
arbitrary arrests of “Kidnap-
ping suspects™ 1f only lo re-
cover ground afler being crit-
icized for failure to stem the
spate ol abductions

In spite ol evewitnesses
presented in Tan's Killing, the
prosecutors did not say wiy
they did not recommend the

liling of murder charges, The
supposed masternund m the
Ong Kidnapping. Bobby Reves
escaped when police lred at
the Kidnap car The getaway
Mitsubishi Lancer he used was
found abandoned n barangay
Kavlaway i Nasugbu
WHY KIDNAPS
FLOURISH

The PNP reported 79 ran-
sog Kidnapping cases from
Junuany to October 1997, the
Citizens”  Action  Aguainst
Crimes listed 173 More than
PP677 mulhion ransom was paid
by 1.100 people abducted
the past [ive vears for their
release

Some | 10 active policemen
and military oflicers are in a
wanted hist tor Kidnapping
Vice President Joseph Fstrada
imformed President Ramos 60
rogue policemen n active duty
or dismissed are engaged in
Kidnapping and other crimes
The Philippme National Po-
lice wdentities 17 ransom-kid-
nap syndicates based 1 Ma-
nila operating in the entire
countn

- . -

DE VENECIA PICKED
AS LAKAS NOMINEE

Ihere could have been no
other Lakas Party nominee lor
President but Jose de Venecia
dro Although 1tor a time talk
was eircitlated that Renato de
Villa would be President
Ramos™ choice because he was
a~clone. the admimistration
party cancus on November 4
showed governors. congress-
men. cily mayors, provineal
district and aity chairmen la-
vored de Venecia

e Venecta is sad to have
the political machine which de
Villa does not have. Whether
de Venecia's image as a tra-
ditional politician (*“tradpol )
will benelit or rmin him re-
mamns (o be seen, when the
May 11 eléction comes

Mr Ramos’ tougher job is
lo choose between his own
sister. Leticia Shaham, and two
ol s Cabinet secretaries
Robert Barbers and Teolisto
Gungona whom to field as vice
president. Shahani does not see
eve 1o eve with de Vencaa
sinee 1992 De Venecia was
gven the opton to pick Ins

runmng mate

CRACKED
OPPOSITION?
senale

IPresident Ermnesto

Land Reg Case No 18-97

To the Hon. Salicitor
Director, Region IV, L & S Bldg
of Agrarian Reform, PTA Bldg.,

Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both

City, the Municipal Mayor, the

11 Madlansacay St.., Poblacion

of Lot 4285, Cad-466-D

No. 1, Cad-466-D, Allonsa

General,
Village, Makat| City, the Director, Land Management Buresu, Escaolta, Manila, the Regional Executive

Cruz, Brgy. 3 both in Poblacion,
An application having been filed in the above entitled case by CORAZON CRUZ EUGENIO
married to JESUS EUGENIO, Brgy

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

4TH MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT

OF ALFONSO GEN. AGUINALDO
ALFONSO, CAVITE

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

Office ol the Solicitor

1515 Roxas Blvd
Elliptical Road

Ermita. Manila
Diliman

CENRO
Municipal Council
Altonso, Cavite

Altonso Cavite
praying lor the

4 Poblacion,
Silang, Cavite

the title to the following described land
A parcel of Land (Lot 4285-A of the subdivision plan, CSD-042101-011218.D, being a portion
Alfonso Cadastre, |
of Upli, Municipality of Alfonsc, Province of Cavite
line 1-2 by Provincial Road; on the SW
3-4 by Lot 4285-D; and on the NE
Beginning at a point marked ‘1
Cadastre

H € Record No

along lina 41

on plan, being 5 16 deg

General,

the Director, Farest Management Bureau
in Quezon City., Metro Manila;, the
vincial Prosecutor, the General Services Officer, the Provincial Engineer, the
Highways District Engineer, the CENR Officer Land Management Sector
Alfonso, Cavite, Marcial Cruz, Brgy. 4

AND TO ALL

Thru Atty
registration

lsland of Luzon
along line 2°3 by Lot 4285-B, on the NW
by Lot 4285-|
53°E

LRA Record No N 68142

134 Amorsolo St., Legaspi

the Hon Secretary, Department
Provincial Governor, the Pro
Works and
Trece Martires
Mana
IT MAY CONCERN

Public

WHOM

Irinea A Anarna, No
and confirmation ot

}, situated in the Barangay
Bounded on the SE., along
along line
the subd plan

from B.L.L.M

(Road), all o
6.466.58 m

10°'W
23'W

13.43 m. to
1858 m to
27'E 13.70 m ta
thence S. 31 deg 17'F 16 63 m. to the paint ol beginning
containing an area ol TWO HUNDRED THIRTY EIGHT (238) SQUARE METERS. All points referred
lo are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by F .5 ¢yl conc. mons 15 x 6O
cm; bearings grid, date of original survey, Jan 1983 - July 1984, and that ol the subdivision
survey, July 18-19, 1992 and was approved on October 2, 1992, NOTE Lot 4285-A Lot 11138
466-D, Alfonso Cad
You are hereby served this notice to appear belore
MCTC, Alfonso, Cavite., Philippines on the 27th day of January., 1998 at 1:30 P.M
there to present such claim as you may have 1o said land or any portion thereol
evidence In support of such claim and unless you appear at Court at the
aforesaid, your default will be recorded and the title to the land will bi
in accordance with befaore the and
barred lrom contesting petition) ar any
Witness: the HON
Issued at Quezon
Al TETLE Si

thence S. b2
thence N 32
thence N. GO deg

point 2
point 3

point 4

deg
deg

haid at
than
and to submil
T

this: Court at its session to bhe
and
said and place
adjudicated and determined
law and the evidence Court thereafter you will lorever be
sald
JOSE

ity

thereon
141h day ol Oclober
1997

application lor decree entered

A MENDOZA
this

Judge o! said Court, the 1987

P | 7th

hillppines day of Ootober
REYNALDO Y  MAULIT
Admimistrator
Land Hegqstration Authonty
A Tiue Copy By
(Sgd.) ADELAIDA | CARAIG (Sgd.) SALVADOR 1|
Chief, Publication o! Notices Chiel, Docket

ORIEL

Section Division

WE Folum
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Maceda. whose Nationalisi
People’s Coalition formed
trimvirate with the Laban ng
Demokratikong
chaired by Sen  Ldoardo
Angara and the Partdo ng
Viasang Pilipino chaired
Vice President Joseph Lstrada
openly supports Estrada against
Angara as the coaliion’s pres-
idential nominee :
Despite assurances that the
coalition will hold, whoeves
wins the nomination. il s
speculated that both Istrada
and Angara will scek the
presidency . The Fstrada camp
15 reported dialoguing with the
Kampm (Kabalikar ng
Malavangilipme) ol Sen
Glona M. Arrovo who 1s also
gunning lor the presidency
Both Estrada and Arrovo are
topnotchers i poll surveys
Arrovo had also been hop-
ing President Ramos would tap
her as the Lakas nominee lor
President until he decided on
de Venecnn, She left the Laban
*arty when Angara berated her
for her presidentic] ambition
which he also covered, and
orgamzed the Kamypn witl other
disgruntled Laban turgooats
Angara seeks to boost lus
SAREINg survey j\"lli\lllmm & by
angling Tor Manila Mavor
Vicente Lim as runnimg male
But Lim was showed i a front
page photograph Kissing the
e e Cardinal Sinoat a
Cathedral Mass just hike
Estrada Lim wmed down Sen

Pilipino

- Minam 1) Santago’'s bid 1o

be her runnming mate in the
People s Reform Party under
wlhich Lim twice won the
mavorship
It 15 rumored that Cardinal
and Cory Aquino are
Lo o run for
Lim has not cate-
gortcally committed himself
ESTRADA DETRACTOR
Estradu was belittled as
darhing ol the masses™™ by
San Fatad who 1s
riding on a plattorm of moral-
iy o ollice Tatad suddenls
launclicd o campagn against
Estrada s extramantal relations
as g central ssue in the 1998

Sin
cneouraging

President

Franciseo

polls: e clunned a poll sur-
vey ends the  Frap myvth ™ of
winnablin

In spite ol Tatad's relent-
less attacks on Estrada s -
with the
Vice President has still been
topping the poll survevs alter-
nately wath Glona Arroyo

Whitever the usual poll-

g entreprenenrs may have Lo
Sy Fatad msists ~Lirap s
Finshed lutad 18 counting
on the Catholic Church to
support his enttieisms nguinsl
Curdimal Sin
o he amused

s011 Ny women

I strada SCRS

- - L
CHIEF, SARGE

I upsurge 1

FREED
TAnso-
Kidnappimg reduced (o o post-
climax the handover ol Clhiel

Inspector Rene Francisco ol
Rodriguez (lormer Montalban)
police station and Anny Mas-
ter Sgt Joaquin Melad by New
PPeople’s Army rebels to Red
Cross representatives i the
outskirts ol Tanay. Rizal

Francisco and Melad were
taken hostage during an NPA
rind on the Rodriguez police
station 1 wliueh one police-
man was Killed, at noon Octo-
ber 30, The rad prompted the
suspension ol on-and-off talks
between the National Demo-
cratic Front and Government
panels in the Netherlands since
1992

Speaker Jose de Venecia Ir
contacted Jose Ma. Sison,
founding chairman of the
present Communist Party, lor
the release of the captives. The
commumnists regarded Francisco
and Melad as “prisoners of
war _n the custody of Ka
Roger ol the Melito Glor com-
mand

Ihe freed captives walked
to a schoolhouse one kilome-
ter away where their wives and
relatives awaited The two men
were recerved by former Army
Brig. Gen. Ravmundo Jarque
who delecied to the rebels and
now serves as military advis-
er i therr talks, Rep. Jose Yap
Solicitor General Silvesire
Bello I and lawser Rene
Sarmiento '

De Venecia thanked Sison
in Utrecht, the Netherlunds
avhere he 1s in sell=exile with
Lus Jalandoni. Sison said the
release ol the “prisoners ol
war T improved the climate for
the resumption of the mured
talks to hinalize the agreement
on human nghts and hwman-
taran lows

A 30-day  Christmas
ceaselire was declared trom
6O to Jan. 4 between the
covernment forces and com-
munist rebels which Ka Rog-
er acknowledged Normal
defense of government instal-
lations will continue

Commumst rebels mamtam
u presence 1 himterland vil-

[Dec

lages and areas around M-
mila although ther number has
dwimndled from a peak strength
ol 26,000 guerrillas m the
19805 10 a few thousands: The
Marsist movement m the 19605
aamed adherents among  stu-
dent activists and armed
the lulls. Mam
hotled o battle with
sovenunent lorees, others have
strrendered o the govermment
lo retumn to a peaceful lile
I'he movement s Jollowers

surgents
Were

were Turther depleted by divi
sive tactionalism
L ] L] L
EL NINO EFFECT ON
WATER, FOOD

With 1 Nito's dry spell
lorecast o prevadl umnl nest
June. water 1s now bemg -
loned Trom Angal [ 1o
Metro Manilu areas according

to the acfual inflow rate to the
reservorr. The water level s
now 18228 meters or 23 41
meters below the normal lev-
¢l

s means the 3.300 mil-
lion liters a dav cut to 2.600
MLD effective Dec 8 to June
30, 1998 or unul the weather
condition returns to normal
I'is was Public Works Sec
Virgilio Vigilar's proposed
solution 1 copmg with the
drving up caused by El Nifio
to be impleme ted by private
wiler concessionares

El Nifio’s induced drought
1s causing food shortage
Africa during the just started
cropping season. Harvests have
fallen sharply in Malaw

As food shortage gripped
31 countries. global food md
slumped to the smallest 4.9
million tons since the mid-
1950s. 1t 15 a 37 percent drop
from the 1966 level of 77
million tons and ten million
tons below that of 1992 to
1993

e Furopean Commission
380,000-ton shipment was
down 50 percent or 900,000
tons from those ol 1995/1996
I'he United States, with smaller
stocks in the past two seasons
and budgetany considerations.
shipped just over two million
tons ol cereal food md

I'ood mid above 20 percent
im the early 1980s wuas con-
trasted by the Food and Ag-
riculture Orgamzaton with the
plunge to 6 percent plus in
1996 or 2.6 million tons, Tlis
1s 39 percent below the 1995/
]()l](\ it.\.“.l

MALNUTRITION UP

As cereal harvests lell by
70 percent, chronie malnutyi-
tion has risen 25 percent in
the most sparsely populated
countrv n the world. Mongolia
Mongohia's 718.000-ton wheat
procuction of 1990 has dropped
to 220,000 tons i 1996, The
derline is attributed largely to
inadequate ramnlall

Other factors are the break-
up and sale ol farms. lhigh
indebtedness, reduced access
to eredit, high interest rates
and critical mput shortage So
Mongohia s production of only
60 percent ol its cereal needs
leaves a 20.000-ton delicit n
[997-98 ol cereals

In North Korea. the situa-
tion was worsened by two years
ol catastrophie floods, severe
drought and yphoon. And as
imports become increasingly
straimed by clhronic difliculties
and lack ol foreign exchange,
the domestic cereal production
will cover less than one-hall
ol 1ts usual quota

Sri Lanka’s overall lood
situation remains satisfactory
us any shortlall will be met
by commercial imports despite
lood shortages m Kilinochchi
district. (lood and landshdes
i September that resulted n
deaths and thousands ol peo-
ple lett homeless

-
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REAK UP OF 2 MAJOR
OLITICAL PARTIES SEEN

BUT SPLIT WOULD BENEFIT SMALL PARTIES

WITH FOOTHOLD AT GRASSROOTS LEVEL

HE incessant bickering among the leaders of
the ruling Lakas-NUCD-UMDP and the oppo-
sition’s Laban ng Makabayang Masang Pili-
pino (LAMMP) will inevitably lead to their breakup,
according to former Sen. Aquilino ““Nene™ Pimentel.

Pimentel. who remained
optimistic on his presiden-
tial bid despite his report-
ed nft with a local rehi-
gious group. told the
Manila Newsfearures and
Commentaries last week
that the breakup of the two
biggest political parties
would benefit small par-
tics with a solid foothold
at the grassroots level

He confirmed his *fall-
ing off”" with Bro. Willy
Nakar. head of the Elim
Center for Renewal. an
erstwhiie obscure religious
group that gained promi-
nence only after its an-
nouncement last Mayv that
the former senator from
Mindanao was its “"anoint-
ed”” presidential candidate.

Recently, Nakar de-
clared that the “‘anoint-
ment”" lapsed because of
Pimentel's alleged failure
to follow Elim’s **standard
of discipleship ™

Pimentel, however, clar-
ified that the real 1ssue was
his staunch opposition to
Nakar's
ideas.”” As the author of
the Local Government
Code, which devolves
major national government
functions Lo local govern-
ments, he strongly opposed

““centralist

overcentralization of 1m-
portant functions

““Basically the cause of

the breakup is the Consti-
tuttion and bylaws. Ang
gusto nila (Nakar’s group)
av centralized na maski
vung mga nasa lha ay

walang say sa

pagpapatakbo ng pariy.

kami hindi
nagkasundo al nagkaroon
ng falling off.”” Pimentel
said

Despite the withdrawal
of support from the group.
Pimentel expressed opti-
mism that has ‘a
chance™™ if next vear's
presidential elections turn
out to be a five or six-
cornered fight

“In a field of so many
candidates. from
Mindanao have something
to sav.  he said. “"Ramos
got (only) 23 percent of
the votes andkwon. and 80
percent of that 23 came
from Mindanao, ™

Doon

““he

Wwc

Most observers also be-
licve that country’s next
president would only gar-
ner minority votes because
of the number of people
interested in secking the
presidency This could still
increase if the two major
political partics would have

By ELOY A. CALIMOSO

EX SEN. PIMENTEL: Rift analyzed.

their
groups

In the case of the ruling
party, Pimentel said Pres-
ident Ramos would have o
cndorse Speaker Jose de
Venecia

He noted that the House
leader 1s ““determined o

own breakaway

pursue his presidential am-
bition”™ within or outside

l.akas should the Chiel

Executive endorse lormer
Defense Secrctary Renato
de Villa as the administra-
tion’s standard bearer
There are cight presiden-
tial aspirants within Lakas.
but many political analysts

agree Lhat 1f 1s a toss only
between De Villa and De
Veneeia as to who will like-
Iy win the President’s sup-
porl

The two figures recent-
Iy in a sarcastic fight, ac-
cusing each other of “*buy-
ing’ " party members on the
eve of the party consulta-
tion last month and on'some
policy issues. particularly
the resumption ol peace
talks between the govern-
ment and the communist
rebels

Il (President) Ramos
wants Lo preserve the group.

he has to go for De

Venecia,”” Pimentel said.
adding that the President,
who also chairs Lakas. can
easily convince De Villa to
accede.

“*He (President) can
reign in De Villa, puwede
nivang hawakan si De Villa
na huwag nang tumakbo
And De Villa is not inde-
pendently viable as a can-
didate But D¢ Venecia can
put up a fight,” Pimentel
sad

As for the opposition.
Pimentel noted that the dne-
month LAMMP would not
last before the onset of the
official campaign period for
the May elections. *““Magbe-
break up sila. | don’t think
(Sen. Edgardo) Angara and
(Vice President Joseph)
Erap (Estrada) can keep the
coalition together.”™

Pimentel, who ignored
myitations to join LAMMP.
felt that Angara and Estrada
would not give up their own
presidential ambitions.

This early, the camps of

Estrada and Angara arc
locked in a bitter fight. Rep
Antonio Cerilles (NPC.
Zamboanga del Sur) and
several loval followers ol

Estrada accused Angara ol

bypassing them by appoint-
ing people ¢lose 1o the sen-
ator i their respective ar-
cas

Angara supporters. on (he
other hand. accused
Estrada’s camp of under-
mining Angara They attrib-
uted to the Estrada’s camp

DE VENECIA

DE VILLA

reports which circulated
recently that the Angara 1s
willing to give up his pres-
idential bid and seek the vice
presidency instead under
Estrada il he will be allowed
to appoint his people to
power(ul positions in an
Estrada Cabinet. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Com-
mentarics)
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RP IS NO STRANGER TO ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS

By ROD P. FAJARDO III

THE government has the
necessary means to lessen,
if not totally eliminate, the
hazards of environmental
degradation.

However. it lacks the re-
sources and capacity Lo ad-
equalely implement such
‘measures

In fact. through the years.
the government has come up
with major environmental
laws to protect the country’s
cnvironment.

Bul these laws and res-
olutions only lay the frame-
work for environmental
protection and what needs
to be done is to strictly
implement these measures,
says Pablo C. Villasenor, a
senior researcher at the
University of Asia and the
Pacific Institute for Sectoral
Economics

He points out that the
country’s environment, par-
ticularly air and water pol-
lution n urban areas. has

been continually deterio-
ratng through the years and
seriously affecting the peo-
ple’s health

Aboul 52 percent of in-
land and coastal water pol-
lution comes from domes-
lic sewage I'he
remaining 48 perceni comes
from industry. which is also

he savs

to blame for 88 percent of

airborne sulfur oxides and
68 percent of nitrogen ox-
1des.

Villasefior says that the
government is no longer new
Lo environmental conscious-
ness. having enacled sever-
al laws and regulations re-
garding environmental pro-
tection, These arc

« RA 696Y. or the Toxic
Substances and Hazardous
and Nuelear Wastes Control
Act ol 1990, which prohibits
‘I'I\. il'lli'h‘l!ullllll'l. :\l'l!il_L'l.' Lv])
transport ol toxic or nuclear
wastes into or through the
Philippines,

o« RA 7586, or the National

Integrated Protected Areas

Svstemt Law, which aims for
iodiversity conservation and
sustamable  development
agamst a backdrop of the rapid
loss of forest cover and other
critical areas

o |13 RG22, or the Act 1o
Revise the Philippine Envi-
ronment Code, which en-
dorsed emission and water
pollution charge systems by
promoting cooperation and
selt-regulation among ndus-
iries through the applcation
ol disinicentives and market-
based mstruments ()

« HB 5668, or the Impo-
sihion of Environment Hazard
FFee. which penalizes all chemn-
thermal. and industrial
plants and factories found to
be violating environmental

ical

protection laws 5 percent of

their gross income

» DENR Department Ad-
ministrative Order 28, or the
Interim Guidelines lor the
Importation ol Recvelable
Materials Containing Hazard-
ous Substances.

« House Resolution 766
or the investigation on pollu-
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ton o water bodies by -
dustrial establishments oper-
ating without waste treatment
facilities

On a global scale. Villu-
sefior said. the government has
wrged ties with other coun-
Iries to arrest environmental
detertoration.

The alhances o which the
Philippines 1s a signatory in-
clude ithe Basel Convention
on the Conirol ol Trans-
boundary Movement ol |az-
ardous Wastes and their 1is-
posal, the Montreal Protocol.
the United Nations Environ-
mental Program Convention
on Biological Diversity, the
United Nations Framework
Convention on  Climate
Change. and the arth Sum-
mit i Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
(MNC Environment, Science
and Technology News Ser-
vice)

SOLAR

SUN POWER: Awesome.

ENERGY’S

ALIVE AND WELL

I'HE goal of a sustainable
energy supply globally s
unattminable without solar
energy

Puring the recent Solar
World Congress of the Inter-
national Solar Energy Soci-
ety delegates were told that
al a growth rate of 15 per-
cent, an energy contribution
of only | percent will be
reached by the vear 2030

Grrowlth rates of 40 1o 50
percent are needed to achieve
a 10 pereent energy contribu-
tion between 2030 and 2040

Without the necessary po-
litical effort, the only alter-
nabive 1s to develop the mar-
ket tor
vide mdustnal profits and em-

solar energy Lo pro-
"plovment opportunities
Muany uselul appheations
were shown in passive coel-
img systems lor buildings
”H_'\L' |||L'||]l}L'l| L.‘|11SL‘n|-|ntJ+.~
carth-tube heat exchangers for
buldings in hot and hunnd
chimates: cooling and dehn
midifving, naturally ventilat-
ed buildings, passive cooling
walls for and

cool rooms

noeturnal conveclion as a

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

strategy for passive cooling
ol buildings under Indian
chimates

The concept of eleetro-
larming was hghhghted, o

highly efficient method of

clectrieity generation from
bromass: the one of Candida
yeast for the direct conver-
ston ol eellulose 1o ethanol
luel, the simultancous saccha-
rfication and fermentation 1o
cthanol of lignocellulosic
bromass

A enitical analysis was
made of wind fammung lor sus-
tmmable electrienty generation
i India Tesiing and charae-
terization ol a small wind tur-
bine generator was shown m
Circoce

Simulotron studies and
copunercial .:11,\]lc;|llnn.\: were
shown  for Chia, New
Zealand. Turkev, Japan, UK
and Korea

Expenmemal studies were
shown on desalmation, pump-
mg. hvdrothermal properties
ol soil. solar cookers and solar
ponds. inchiding thermal sea
water desalimation: Solar sull

jer lormanee was evaluated 1M

Hungary also solar thermal
walter pumps in [Hong Kong,
hot-box solar ovens in Egypt
and Indonesia. p

IExperimental studies were
discussed on solar refrigera-
tion 1 India, indirect evapo-
rative cooling lechniques for
hot. humid climates by the
“shower’” cooling tower in the
Umted States, solar space air
heater applications in Austra-
lia, open cyele solar absorp-
tion svstems for dehumidify-
mg m Korea and energy stor-
age for dessicant cooling sys-
tems component development
- Germany

US-China jomnl renewable
energy projects were illustrat-
ed for the People’'s Republic
of China Between 80-120 m
Pl.'“l‘]t' are nol connected Lo
the electneity grnd, in Inner
Mongolia and Gansu Provine-
S

I'he project includes com-
ponent testing, financing and
ll]l‘]llh)f'l]]}.’
Agriculture has’an expanded
version ol the project cover-
ing 10,000 homes i southwest-
em provinces. The next phase
will cover 80,000 homes
(MNC Environment, Science
and Technology News Ser-
vice)

The Mimistry of
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EDITORIAL

Police bungle kidnap rescues

(44 O GRIEVE with the family of Charlene Sy; we grieve

for the countless victims of terrorists; but above all, we
grieve for the future of the Philippines,” Kaisa publication said.
“If we continue to live in danger and in fear, how can we look
to the future?”

That was in 1993, when the Day of Mourning was held on
January 13 for Charlene Mae Sy who was only 15 when she was
killed - “‘wasted’’ in gangland term — not by her kidnappers but
law agents tasked to rescue her.

The girl and her driver were dragged out of their car which
was blocked on the way to school in Santo Domingo, Quezon City
from her Novaliches home. She was placed in the backseat of the
snatchers’ car with tinted windows.

Task force operatives saw the kidnap car leading a convoy of
six other vehicles near the Balintawak Cloverleaf. A corporal who
flagged down the lead car was shot at. The SWAT team imme-
diately responded by pouring lead into the car with tinted win-
dows. _

When the slain occupants were dragged out and placed side
by side on the sidewalk, Charlene’s body was among them. They
did not even have the decency to cover her body.

“After Charlene, who’s next?” the navy-blue streamer on the
Day of Mourning screamed like a shibboleth.

More than four years later, a reprise of the Charlene Mae
killing was reenacted when Ignacio Earl Ong, 28, was abducted
on the Tanauan highway in Batangas. Five armed men sat with
Ong in a van which headed for Lipa City. Policemen who chased
the kidnap van were fired at and retaliated. They Killed four abductors.
But a certain Emiliano Muit survived.

But Ong himself fell victim to the hail of police bullets. Ano-
ther abducted person killed by mistake -- or was it carelessness
by the policemen on a mission to rescue Ong?

Now how do authorities cope with such bungling by police-
men? Do they say we’re so sorry, we did not mean to kill the
kidnap victim? No apologies nor recriminations can bring back the
innocent slay victims to life.

It is ironic that the Chinese pay millions of pesos to calloused
kidnappers to spare their children’s lives but then impudent law-
men who do not bother to be more prudent in identifying persons
in a kidnap vehicle fire with impunity and thus liquidate victims
they are tasked to rescue.

With Killers like these, who needs policemen?

At the time Charlene was snatched, two 19-year-old college
boys, Myron Ramos Uy and Kenneth Go were abducted on Plaza
Sta. Cruz, Manila, tortured in Cabuyao, Laguna and after their
parents had paid P1.5 million ransom, were both shot in the head.

At that time, 30 of 49 kidnapped victims had been killed. On
the day Ignacio Ong was kidnapped, the Chinese community was
attending the funeral of Gordon Morales Tan, 24, who was slain
when he resisted kidnappers in Bulacan. Four Chinese business-
men had been kidnapped within the week, 79 or 173 from January
to October 1997. When will it ever stop?

KIDNAY
VICTIMS

, A perfect gift

Soon 11 will be Chnistmas day Your gilts
must be by now under the trees or m a dark
comer of vour closet, ndden from prving eves
1o muke the surprise sweeter And | am sure

that vou are hoping that your loved ones would

reallv enjov recerving the, gifts vou pamstak-
inghy chose for them. To the giver, the plea-
sure she can derive from giving is the knowl-
edge that the gilt 15 one that the reciprent
needs and enjovs

When does one know that one's gilt 1s
welcomed? Thank vous can be a simple ex-
pression of gratitude for the thought and may
not really mean that the gift will be used.
much less emoyed. When one sees that the
gifl 1s used and cherished even alter its novelty
has worn of 1. then one knows that the gill was
worth giving

But how would one choose a perfect gift?
Is there a perfect git? [ recall an old story
or 15 1t a beautilul legend?

here was once a hittle girl who [elt very
sad at not having any gilt for Jesus It was the
practice i their small village for every one
old and young. rich or poor, to brnng al least
one il 1o the church on Clhinstmas eve, At
an appoited tme dunng the ntes the people
would line up at the center aisle to bring then
oflermg to the altur, One by one they would
lay their gints at the foot of the image ol the
cnld Jesus m oo manger. Allar linen, Ireshhy
buked bread, bottles of wine, [ruts [rom their

farms and home-made goodies were some of

the  aitls oflered by the townlolks
But this little girl had nothing to give She
knew no Chrstmas dinner would be waiting

al home Her mother was oo sick 1o work for

HEART
AND HEARTH

by EDITA T. BURGOS

thewr dmlv meals, They were lucky 1o have a
few scraps ol bread from chantable neighbors

Ihere was nothing i the house that she
could bring to church. Well, they really had
nothing mside or outside the house, except for
a hittle plant in their vard which was surpris-
mgly green even during winter

11" she couldn't bring [lowers why not leaves?
she mused So she got a few stems and brought
these to church

When 11 was time lor the gilt offerings, this
girl waited for everyone ‘1o fmsh and when
she felt that no one would notice. she walked
slowly 1o the side misle. Then whispering “happy
birthday. Jesus she placed her leaves beside
the manges

At that mstant a rav from above brightly
steaked down on the leaves and itransformed
them mto beautiful red Nowers

An old story, much too fammibiar but easily
forgotten.. the legend of the poinsettin. Give
or Lake some deviations or additions, the essence
ol the story remaoins

A el can be made perlect [t need not be
bought The only requirement is that 1 should
he given with all the love one can muster
Afler all, Toving can atsell’ be the gill

L ]
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A time to joke | | EARTHMAN

MY patient readers. my extended fam-  subsichary SHRHS
ily and my neighborhood gynecologist have , REEEE Now lor the other, the bnghter side of
warned me: I'will reserve comment on the practicabil-  mudmght: Thomas Canby, author of theavater

““If you're planning to make jokes about ity of importing icebergs from Antarctica.  article I've quoted, doesn t think (or didn 't
the water shortage. better get 1t ofl your [hat's tor rich countnes i the Middle East. not when he wrote ns preee). that the world
chest now before the \isa de Callo season We can hardly allord e cubes mocountry s going 1o runoul of il

> : wbles. iceberg pa kava! Here are | iree - by MARIO P. CHANCO

starts. If vou wait too long. someone who & e ere are his direet guotes
hasn’t showercd for half a month might Instead:1wall suggestihutiselence weere- The endless renewal (of water supplies)
mké offense over what you write and give tarv. Willy Padolina s scientists look mto a5 performed by an immense solar engine called
you -- gulp! -- an El Nino version of the
water cure.”

pressure device that gives just one gallon of  the hvdrologic cyele: Fach day the sun evap-  probably says. alter domg his terrtic water
water for a complete shower bath The pres-  orates o trillion tons ol water from the oceans — generating work " ba, labas na vata ako
e sure lorees oul the water m line jets. If vou and continents and pumps 1t as vapor mto  divan!™

: . are careful. vou can have enough water lefl  the atmosphere. Zach dav the same amou e
| heartily agree. In the writing ol oc- 3 1 , i

casional columns, as in related hazardous
professions. safety first is a good rule of
thumb. There's a time (o jest, a hime 1o
joke -- and a time to take cover when war

for a cup of coffee. Australian o1l prospeetors — of water vapor condenses as rain. snow., slect Pretty much the same thing was said to
use (his device and hail. replemshing 1ts sources me, in the old days, by then PAGASA Di-
Now here's some blowsy business to pon- Not even Il Nifto, 1 gather. ¢an reduce the  rector Roman Kintanar. Kintanar said the
der mput. The problem is getting that water through — preeipitation (water content) from one or lwo
Nearly all the pile upon piles of water  leaky pipelines mto MWSS faucets, for de- ol our 13 annual typhoons was enough lo

clouds threaten So | will discard some matenal | ve passed through have shocking

. ] livers into vour shower bath, food farms and  cover the entire archipelago’s needs for the
obviously tasteless suggestions like having  staustics about the amount ol water Ameri-  mountains, rivers. vout kitehen toilet and  same period. The seientists know those things
people save water by taking showers (when cans consume to live. to produce their food.  carwash eleaner To comn a phrase. Old Sol Mavbe some day we shall, too

(he water pressure permits) together. though — An 1ssue of National Gieographic nearly 20 '
not necessarily in the altogether. Instead vears old says thal m those times, the aver-
I shall briefly say that if they can’t man- age American drew 87 gallons, of which 24 Repobfic ol tie Eippnas

age a shower or a real tub wetting, they Were used for flushing, 32 for bathing, laun- REGIONAL rmff"33'3a?"'éii"'vi'[‘éiﬁiﬁﬁeii".i°&sTno MANILA

should buy a sponge and settle for a sponge drv and dish-washing. 25 for swimnung pools OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
bath and watering. Only two gallons are needed AND: EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

for drinking and cooking the article says -

| will frown upon suggestions that healthy STATE INVESTMENT TRUST. INC
[he only: water we actually requure 1o sur- (formerly State Investment

Houses Inc¢ )

people should get medical certificates saying
they have kidnev disturbances. This will wam Y1 i Maortgages
ltach eep regures | 200 :_'ill]l s, steaks 3300 VETSLS :
SPS. AMBROSIO M DELOS REYES
and CARMENCITA DELOS REYES

Mortgagors

unwary prochihioners not to certifv such Peo- Foreclosure No, 95-V-97
ple as necding to drink a minimuni of eight gallons. the steel in one ton ol steel ana car
(8) glasses ol water daily 11 they want more needs 60,000 gallons, W produce: How they
thap their share. let them dig their own deep break. these figures down from start o Timsh
wells. 1501 mentioned NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE
ko d

Pursuant to the venfied petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed
I will not be cuckhnp. ironic or satrcal by STATE INVESTMENT TRUST, INC ||l)[l'|l.l:rl.y State Investment Houses Inc ), mortgagee, with
156 . e _ offices at 4th Floor, State Centre Building, 333 Juan Luna Street, Binondo, Manila, against SPS.
will be constructive, basic and developmen- LEGAL NOTICE AMBROSIO M DELOS REYES and CARMENCITA DELOS REYES, mortgagors, with postal address
tal In my :1|1prn;|c,h to the water \'}'!nl'lilgl..' ) F at No 6102 Gen T de Leon, Valenzuela. Metro Manila, to satisfy the morigage indebtedness
e e S | "::;il;;n":;zﬂ;l;A'g:’;: ::E’; “('; cl:j;'(;(;:g' the which as of October 30, 1997 amounts to SEVEN MILLION TWENTY FOUR THOUSAND FIVE
asked aboul the water content ol AWaler r;"“:] Grendns 2 s 19552 o ;f:“’ MUNDRED NINETY ONE PESQS & 33/100 (P7,024,591.33) Philippine Currency, including/excluding
B:; 1:;:1[:.:::“ F;r:lu on:g:tl?nq l parcal :l)‘l | :‘:; w'l:"'l interest, attorney's fees, sherif{'s fees, charges and all legal fees and expenses for the foreclosure

ar " C 8 o - a . y y 2 he m e F ] .
or thal water-bearing plant that grows in Tax Declaration No 2740, Cadastral Lot No. 2167 and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of RTC, Valenzuela, Metro Manila, hereby gives NOTICE that he
' of his duly authorized deputy sherift will sell at public auction tor CASH in Philippine Currency

swampy areas known as fighi, | will not go | an¢ Tax Declaration No. 090533, Cadastral Lot on January 7. 1998 at 10:00 am of soon thereafter, at the main entrance of the Office of
- No 1867 has been extrajudicially settled among

uvcr]murd | will say these nutrients have a her heirs in a document entitied “'Extra Judicial the Clerk ol Court, ATC, Valanzuela, Metro Manila, the following real estate properties together
hlgh water content, but il you want to kill Settlement With Waiver of Rights'" under Doe. No with: ail e imprevemanth Axistng H'rr,tl.,e(,‘ﬂ'; li:nmxlr 6425 -
- o, 1532, Page No 32, Book No 22, Series ol 1997 ; i i :
a thirst super fast, 1'd say lor them o go of Notary Public Atty Reynaldo R, Bernardo A parcel of lahd (Lot 3 of the cons-subd. plan (LRC) Pes-24336, a_pruoum! as a non-subd
project, being a partion of the cons ol Lots 1277 A1, 1277-A-2 & 1277-A-3 (LRC) Psd-1B6468,
) WE FORUM and Lot 1277-B-2 (LRC) Psd-23005. LRAC Rec. No: 5941}, situated in the Bo. of Hen. T. de Leon,
You could end up requirnng a sofl drink Dec. 1. 8 & 15, 1897 Mun of Valenzuels, Metro Manila, Is. of Luzon Bounded on the NE. pts. 2 3 by Lot 1282,
! Malinta Est.. on the SE & SW, pts 34 and 41 by Lot 4, on the NW., pts. 1-2 by Lot 2,
both of the cons-subd. plan x x x x x containing an area of ONE THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED
THIRTY TWO (1.332) SQUARE METERS, more or less x x X X X
I.C Y. No. B-39423
A parcel of land (Lot 2 of the cons-subd plan (LAC) Pes-24336, approved as a non-subd
proj.. being a paortion of the cons of Lots 1277-A-1, 1277 A-2 & 1277-A-3 (LRC) Psd-186468

chestnuts, of sinkamas. watermelons, sayvofe

easy, during the holidays, on the prio seco

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT LEGLAL NOTICE
WITH WAIVER

Notice is hereby’ given that the estate of the

Notice is hereby given that the estate ol the
late FELIPE V. COS, SR, who died intestate and
without a will on August 24, 1997 in Quezon City,
have been extrajudicially settled among their heirs,
by virtue of Extrajudicial Settlemant With Waiver,
dated November 17, 1997, notarized before Notary
Public Atty. Romulo LI Boy of Quezon City, bear
ing Doc. No 58, Page No 12, Book No 203,
Series of 1997

WE FORUM
Dec 1, B & 156, 1997

late RICARDO BELTRAN, who died intestate on August
6, 1997 in San Fernando, Pampanga, consisting of
a porcel ol land located in the municipality of
Floridablanca, Pampanga with TCT No 366144, have
heen extrajudicially settled among his heirs, by virtus
ol Affidavit of Adjudication By Sole Heir of A Deceased
Parson dated November 4, 1997, notarized bofore
Notary Public Atty. Hector B Centenn of Quezon
City, boaring Doc. No. 500, Page No 100, Book
No 9, Series of 1997 o
We Forum
Dec 15, 22 & 29, 1997

LEGAL NOTICI
-

Notice (s hersby given that the estate of the
Wte AVELINA NAVARRO who died intostate on August
14, 1993 at Pasay City has been extrajudically
sottled among her heirs in a document entitiod
“Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate ol the Late Avalina
Navarro'® under Dog. Ne. 01; Page No. 2! Book No
58 Sories of 1397 of Notary Public, Atty. lrineo
A. Anarna of Silang, Cavite

WE FORUM
Dec. 1, B & 16, 1997

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice in herehy given that the estate of the
Inte FLORENTINO SEDUCON who died intestate on
July 7, 19B4 at Dasmarinas, Cavite has baen
axtrajudicially settled among his heirs in & docu
ment antifled " Extrajudicial Settlament ol Estate of
the Late Florentino Seducon’’ under Doc. No 495,
Page No 100, Book No. 67, Series of 1997 ol
Notary Public Atty lrineo A Anaros

WE FORUM
Dec 1. 8 & 15, 1987

and Lot 1277-B-2 (LRC) Psd-23005, LRC Rec

1282 Malinta Est.: on the Sk pts. b to 1k
4 by Lot 1. all of the cons-subd, plan, and
x x ¥ %x % containing an area of ONE THOUSAN
METERS, more or less x X X xX X

subd. pro] . being & portion of Lol 4 ILRU) Pe
of Man 1 de Leon, Mun, of Valenzuela, Metr
9 to 10 by Lot 3 (LRC) Pes-24336, on he NE
pts. 14 to 15 by Lat 4-C, pts 15 to 16 by L¢
plan, an the NE pts. 17 12 1 by Lot 1282
E, of the subd plan, on the SW, & St pts
the SW. pts 4 to 5 by Lot 1277-C (LRC) Ps

area ol 51X HUNDRED TWENTY EIGHT 16G28)
Interesied parties are hereby en@ined to 0

It any there be
Valenzuela, Melre Manila, November 25, 1

CC: All parties concerned

de Leon, Mun. ol Valenzuela, Metro Manila, Is

TCT No. T-121G48
A parcel of land Lot 4-F (ROAD! ot the subd plan (LRC) Psd a2G6487, approved as a non-

1 and on the NW., pts 8 to 9 by Lot 2. beth of (LRC) Psd 24336 x X x X oontaining an

estate properties together with all the improvements existing thereon and encumbrances thereol

No. 5941) situated in the Bo of Hen. Tiburcio
ol Luzon Bounded on the NE., pts. 4-5 by Lot
s Lot 3. pts 1-2 by Lot 4, on the SW._, pts. 2
an the NW. pts 3-4 by Lot 1288, Malinta Est
O THREE HUNDRED NINETY NINE (1,399) SAUARE

s 24336: LRC Rec. No 5941), situated In the Bo
o Manila, 18 of Luzon Bounded on the NE pts
& NW pts. 10 1o 14 by Lot 4-D, on the NW
st 4-B, pts. 16 to 17 by Lot 4:A, all of the subd
Malinta Est., on the SE pts. 1 te 2 by Lot 4
2 to 4 by Lot 1277-E-1 (LHC) Ped-230025, on
411508, on the NW. & SW. pts 5 to B8 by Lot

SOUARE METERS, more or less. X X X X X
vestigate for themselves the titles ol the said real

297
ATTY. DOMINADOR D BORNASAL, JR
Clerk of Court VI & Ex:Officic Sheriff

WE FORUM
Dec. B8, 15 & 22, 1997




DECEMBER 15-21, 1997

AGRIBUSINES

BRIGHT PROSPECTS
FOR FOOD FIRMS

RECENT developments
bode well for the food man-
ufacturing indusiry

For a start, the agriculture
sector recovered last year,
growing by 3.5 percent. An
increase 1n gross value add-
ed were recorded n the fol-
lowing commodities: palay,
7.1 percent, sugarcane, 20.8
percent; corn, 0.6 percent;
other crops, 1.9 percent; live-
stock, 6.6 percent: and poul-
try, 10.9 percent.

Add to that the trend n
research and development
which 1s icreasmgly focused
on processed food exports
according (o a paper released
by the National Iconomic
Development Authority
(NEDA)

The establishment ol the
Philippine Coconut Research

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

and Development Institute and
the Plulippine Sugar Research
Insutute will boost output at
the farms and encourage prod-
uct imnovation in the coco-
nut- and sugar-based indus-
tries

Infrastructure bottlenecks
are also being addressed with
the expansion ol several port
facilities such as in General
Santos City. This will espe-
cially benefit the process lish
industry

Then the sustained growth
of the economy and the re-
sulting improvement in n-
comes are loreseen Lo mcrease
the demand for dairy prod-
ucts and canned meat which
are considered ““luxury™” lood
iems

With the growing health

consciousness of people, de-

mand tor fresh and processed
fruts and vegetables 1s also
expected to expand i both
the domestic and export
markets

Ihe critical. factor m the
sustained growth of the food
processing industry 1s the
consistent supply of raw ma-
tenal mputs, For this reason,
NEDA sayvs, the industry
should establish strong link-
ages with tarmers, lishermen,
suppliers. One way 1s lo en-
courage subcontracting arrange-
ments or joint ventures

More than 29,000 establish-
ments make up the country’s
food processing industry

They are engaged in the
manulacturing of bakerv prod-
uets. coconut products, milk
and dairy products, gramn mill
products, processed meat and
hish, processed Iruts and veg-
ctables and milled or refined

sugai

STATESIDJR
FILIPINOS PREFER U.S.
GOODS THAN ASIAN’S

THROUGLH! the years, the
United States has remained the
country's top source of import-
ed goods, which only goes to
prove that Filipinos sull pre-
fer American goods over Asian
products

This was made evident by
the payments for imports from
the US. which reached $601 76
billion last September

According to the National
Statistics Office data, the
payment accounted for 20.9
percent of the country’s total
merchandise trade perfor-
mance, while export receipts
for goods shipped outl lo the
US amounted to $834 47
million

Accordingly, the balance of
trade in goods surplus (BOT-
G) was placed at $232.71
million

However, although the US
has maimniamed 1is lop posi-
tion, the Asian market largely
compriséd the country's top
source of imported goods

Japan closely came i sec-
ond conquering 199 percent

share ol the total. Imports from
the country amounted lo
$571.89 mullion, while cam-
mngs from exports grossed
$375.23 mullion. This result-
ed m a BOT-G shortlall val-
ued at $196.66 million

Imports Irom Singapore
which ranked third. gamered
7.2 percenl share of the ag-
gregate bill to $208 07 mil-
lion. Exports valued at $140.75
mullion resulted 1 a total trade
figure of $348 82 million and
a BOT-G defiait placed al
$67.32 milhion

Al number four, payments
for imported goods from the
Republic of Korea amounted
1o $198,02 mullion, up by 281
percent [rom the previous
vear's $154.56 million Fxports
were valued at $43 70 nullion
resulting in o $154. 32 mmllion
BOT-G dehent

Tmwan lollowed with 1m-
port bills amounting o $152.03
million to conquer the fifth
rank. Exports were valued at
$122.76 million lor a $29.27
million BOT-G gap

Completing the list of the
country’'s top source of foreign
goods lor September: llong
Kong gamered $142.37 mil-
lon. Malaysia, $95.49 million
Germany, $87 72 million
Australia, $78.95 million. and
the People s Republic of China
$72 60 million

Summarily, pavment [or
imports coming Irom these
countries reached $2 209 l-

lion, or 76.8 percent ol the
total bill

For September, the coun-
try’s total value of merchan-
dise trade amounted to $5 213
billion, up by 9.8 percent from
$4 746 alhon during the same
period m 1996 lmport pay-
ments were registered ot $2 875
billion. while earnings from
exports placed at $2.337 bil-
lion

These hewres resulted oo
$338 muillion . BOT-G gap. or
159 percent nerease lrom
$994 million last vear

Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries

* Kingdom as shipments lo these

[Recovering Irom its lack-
luster performance i 1995, the
processed 1ood exports expand-
ed by 20 7 percent lo $767.407
million m 1996

The growth of the industry
is traced to the increase in
demand [rom Singapore, Ger-
many, Umited States and United

countries rose by 1263, 19.2
percent, 17 7 percent and 129
percent, respectively

The US continues to be the
major buyer ol processed foods
with 33 percent share. followed
by Japan with 9 percent share
and the Netherlands with 7.6
percent $hare 1o the country’s
total processed food exports last
vear. (MNC Agri News Ser-
vice)

7

nt Fidel V. Ramos discusses the
Philippine efforts to open up its information technology
sector and share the benefits of a global information
highway during his meeting with Charles Wang of
Computer Associates at his suite at the Waldorf Astoria
Hotel during the President's recent visit to the U.S.
(Malacafang Photo)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
QUEZON CITY
PHILIPPINE BANKING CORPORATION FILE NO FRE NO 2071
Mortgagee EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
versus OF MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 313%
APPAREL, INC ., & ESTELITA C. MATEO AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118
Mortgagors
X . - X

UNICO

SECOND NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Philippine
Banking Corporation, mortgagee, against Unico Apparel, Inc., & Estelita C. Mateo, Mortgagors,
with residence and postal address at Filinvest |, Fairview, Q.C./No. 2 Mt. Whitney -5t., Filinvest
|, Capital District, Q.C. to satisfy the mortgaged indebtedness, which as of August 15, 1997
amounts to FIVE MILLION NINE HUNDRED THIRTY SIX THOUSAND SIXTY FOUR PESOS AND 64/
100 (P5,936,064 .64} excluding penalties charges, attorney’'s fees and all the lejal fees and
expenses for the foreclasure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheritf of Quezon City aor her duly authorized
Deputy, will sell a1t PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine Currency,
on the Gth day of JANUARY, 1998 at 10:00 o'clock in the morming, or soon thereafter, infront
of the main entrance of the Hall of Justice [beside the Quezon City Hall), Elliptical Road, Diliman,
Quezon City, the following described real estate property, together with all the improvements
existing thereon, to wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO RT-4393
Registry ol Deeds-Quezon City

(280795)

A parcel of land {Lot 25, Blk. 7 of the cons. subdn. plan (LRC) Psd 16631, being a portion

of the cons, of Lots 28, 29 & 30, all described on plan Pcs-326 LRC Rec. No, 1037),#

situated 1n Capitol Dist.. of Quezon City. Bounded on the NE., pts. 2-3 by Lot 24, Blk, 7, on

the St pis 34 by Road Lot 8, on the SW.. pts. 4-1 by Lot 26, and on the NW., pts, 1-

? by Lot 3, both of Blk. 7, all of the cons subdn plan, » x x x containing an area of THREE
HUNDRED (300) SQUARE METERS, more or less

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 280796

Registry o! Deeds-Quezon City

(PR-344801)

A parcel of land (Lot 26, Blk. 7 of the cons. subdn. plan (LRC) Pes-16631, being a portion
29 & 30, all described on plan Psu-32606, LRC Rec. No. 1037),
Bounded on the NE pts | to 2 by Lot 25, BIk. 7, on
SW. pte. 3 to 4 by Lot 27 and points 4 to B
5 to 1 by Lot 2, all of Blk. 7, and on the cons. subdn, plan
¥ % % ¥ containing an area of THREE HUNDRED (300) SQUARE ME TERS, more or less
bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the
astate property and the encumbrances thereon, it any there be
Philippines, November 28 1997

of the consolidation of Lots 28
situated in Capital Dist , Quezon City
the St pts 2 to 3 by Road Lot 8
by Lot 28, and on the NW., pts

on the

Prospective title of
the said real
Quezon Cily
MERCEDES S, GATMAYTAN
SILVERIO P BERNAS Clerk ol Court and Ex-Qtficio Shernift
(Shenfl In Charge)
WARNING
delace or

under

destroy this Notice of Sheriff's Sale, on or

of the law

It is prohibited to remove
batore the date of the
COPY FURNISHED

1 ATTY NOEL S.R JOSE, 3rd Flr
2. UNICO APPAREL., INC . Filinvest |

3. ESTELITA ©. MATEO. No. 2 Mt
WE FORUM

absolutely

auction sale penalty

Philbank Bldg., 6797
Fairview, Q. C
Whitnay 5t Filinvest |

Ayala Ave , Makati City

Quezon City
Dec, 8, 15 & 22,

Capitol Dist
1997
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TOP OF THE NEWS

PEASANT GROUP HITS DECREASE
IN BUDGET FOR AGRICULTURE

By PAUL ICAMINA

IHE government 1s spend-
g less Jor agriculture this
vear,

Inadequate at it 1s the
I)'lldgcl lor agriculture also
reflects the national budget s
partiality for personnel services
and maintenance and operat-
Mg expenses

The 1997 sectoral budget
for agriculture i1s P17 66 bil-
lion, which s around [0 per-
cent lower than the budget of
P19.09 billion 1 1996

I'he allocation for the
Department of Agniculiure
(DA) also dipped shghtly this
year, lrom P2.92 bilhon m
1996 to P2 25 billion in 1997
putting the DA nmth n the
order of priority in the present
budget

Even the allocation for
safety nels agmnst the nnpact
of trade hberalization showed
a shght dechne, according 10
the Philippine Peasant Insti-
tute (PP1). from P12.35 bal-
lion last vear to P11 billion i
1997

Factoring i inflation and
salary adjustments. the actual

budget tor agriculture mdicates
aneven larger dechne.” writes
Maria Mendoza in o bneling
paper on Plalippme agricul-
ture and the national budget
released by PPL “*Stringent lis-
cal policies prevent the [(ul-
fllment of (agricultural) pro-
grams. -

I'his atmosphere ol expen-
diture decline ““bodiesall™ for
DA s banner program, the
Medium Term Agrnicultural
Development  Plan (1993-
1998}, sayvs Mendoza, o re-
scarcher-writer at PPl's Re-
search and Publications Ut
I'he medium term plan mms
to mprove agrncultural produc-
tvity both i lowland land
uplind Tarming

Under the medinm term
plan, special emphbsis is pul
on rice production through the
Grains Production Enhance-
ment Program (GPLEP) Al
present, phase IV of GPEP is
beimg mmplemented as the
Gintong Ami Program

“Ihe program continues to
make very hittle impact due (o
various reasons. including m-

adequate budgetary allocations
tor farm 1mplements. rural
indrastructine. and post harvest
technology. ~ Mendoza points
aul

[he
Authority

National Irrigation
lor example. esti-

mates that only 15 pereent of

the country's agricultural lands
1s pmgated  As much as P8
billion 1s needed annually to
solve imigation problems. In
the 1997 Gintong Am budget,
allocation met only hall of that
amount

[he DA budget sets aside
P1 bilhon for credit hnane-
g This amount lmances
lending for small larmers, crop
msurance. jomt venture projects
with busimesses  und rehabil-
iation ol cooperative banks

Ihe allocated amount 1s just
7 percent ol the approxmmate
P13 8 bilhion eredit reguuirement
of small thrmers alone. the P
IV S

I'he overall bu-

national
get allocated as much as
percent or 378 hilhon
on personnel spending and
matntenance and other oper

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

PASIG CITY

REGION

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX OFFICIO SHERIFF

Versus
AGMC INTERNATIONAL
represanted by Its Chairman
President, ANTONIO G
its Vice-Chairman & Treasurer
GLORIA M. MARFORI,

14-B
charges, attys

at public auction on Jan. 7

and for CASH

all its improvements existing

INCORPORATED
and
MARFORI

Upon ventied potition for sale under Act 3135
UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK, with head office at UCPB Bldg
agamnst the mortgagors AGMC INTERNATIONAI
President, ANTONIO G. MARFORI
principal office at Villa Soliman Subd.,

UNITED COCONUT PLANTERS BANK

Mortgagee,
EXTRA
REAL
3136
and

Mortgagors.,
XX

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Tarlac,

10:00 o'clock in the

wit

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE

AS

as amended by Act 4118 filed by the mortgages

INCORPORATED, represented by |
and its Vice Chairman and Treasurer GL ORIA M
Tarlac/Room 403 FUCH Bldg
One Beverly Place Condominium, Annapolis St
ol the mortgage debt which as of this date amounts to P8 ,480,000.00 Pesos
fees and all legal fees and expenses Incidental to this foreclosure and salo
the Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff of Pasig City or her/his duly authorized sherill
1998 at
of the Main Entrance of the Municipal Bullding of San Juan, Metio-Manila
in Philippine Currency

San Juan, Metio-Marmila

morning or

the following described real property/candanninium Uit
thereon, to

CONDOMINIUM NO

ILDICIAL
ESTATE
AMENDED

File No. 3110
FORECLOSURE OF
MORTGAGE UNDER ACT

BY ACT 4118

Makat City
Chairman and
MARFORIL. with

Escolta, Marnila/Unit
and far the satistfaction

Makati Avenue

plus interest, penalty
will sell

seon thereafter infront
1o the highest bidder

A5 73R

Unit No Unit
14-8B 166G 00

which forms part ol the

Transter Certificate of Title No
Juan, Metro Manila with an
MARFORI CONSTRUCTION, [INC

ol the said condominium
Pasig City. Novembaer

unit
24

ISpd.] VICTOR S STA. ANA
Sharifl 1V

Copy furnigshed. All concerned

Area

ONE BEVERLY PLACE

area of 1

Parking Area
13.76

35 B3-A which embraces and described the

130 Square Meters

the encumbrances thareon

CONDOMINIUM PROJECT
fleor plan appended to the enabling or master deed of the condominium project annotated on

registersd in
Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined ta investigate

and
1997

it

lotal Area
179,75
In the diagrammatic

S0n

A G

land located at
the name ol

for themselves the title

any there be
FRANCISCO O, ARANA
Clerk ot

Assistant Courl

FORUM
1997

WE

Dec. B, 156 & 22,

aung expenses. A survey ol
the allocation tor the DA hke
wise mdicates the same bent
tor burcaucracy

O1 the total DA budeet
P1 38 ilhon and OS82 mil-
lion 2o lc\'pcclucl\_ 10 per-
sonnel spending and mainte-
nance and other operating
expenses

I'has only 1744

mllion Tor agricultural capi-
tal outlays and net lending
Mendoza ['he 1997
budget lor capital outlays where
funds Tor most agri-related
mlrastructure and services 1s
sourced 1s i slaggenng 90
pereent less than the P460

million last vear — (MNC Agri

leaves

SAaVs

News Service)

FARM SCENE: Less budget for sector.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 18
TAGAYTAY CITY

Land HReq Case No TG-817 LAA Record No

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

T the Han Selicitor General, Office ol the Solicitor

the Director

DEMNR | &

Village. Makaty City
1515
Bonitacio Drive

Elhptical Hoad

Director, Region S Bldg Roxas Blvd |

Works and Highways
PTA Bldg..

Department of Pubiln
Department ol Agranan Hetorm
mant Bureau, Visayas Avenue
the Provincial Prosecutor. the General Services Officer
and Highways [Distnict Engineer, the CENR Officer

Martires City_ the City Mayor, the City Coungil
City, Marcelino Dimaillg, Patutong-Malaki,

CENRO.

Gabriel Madinzo
IT MAY CONCERN: =

Farida Tomeroz
AND TO ALL WHOM

Antonio Dimaranan
I, Mender, Cawi
CORPORATION

Post Oftice, Makati City

by its President Benedicto H. Tarnate

Assisted by Attty Inneo A

rep
Anarna

1783, Cad 355
situated in the
1-2 by Lot 1782;
1784, on the SW

land (Lot
No ]

along line
3-4 by Lot
and on the NW
marked "'1

A parcel of
L A.L Recora
on the NW
along linge
1759
at a point
1515

Tagaytay Cadastre
Bray
on the NE.

along line 4-5 by

an plan being 5§ 77 deg 38'W

Tagaytay Cadastre
thence N G 43'E
thence S 8 1) 14°F
thence S 82 deg 29°'W
thence N 9 deg. 27'W

3965 m
13519 m
58 19 m
2641 m
03'W.,, 106,36 m
04'f 2648 m
HUNDRED SIXTY

deg

thence N 12 dag
thence N, #5 dep
EIGHT THOUSAND ONE

containing an araa ol

GO survey Nowv. H

and waos

|‘l.'.I!II|Ii'.;_'|I'Ll(.‘ date ol ornginal
approved on July 2, 1987

this notice to appeoar thig
the 22nd doy of

have o

mons 15 x
1987
You are
Branch 18
there 1o

hereby served belore

Fagaytay City, Philippines nu

and present such claim as yol iy said

such clm and unless

the

gubmit evidance I support of vou

fen it
with

title to
helore
petition)

recordad and
the
application (of

GARCIA

place aloresaid, yout will bs

law and evidence
gantesting

ALFONSO S

detarmined In accordance

Barrot fram said

t)he

lorever be

Witnass oM ludge ol said

wed at Guezon City. Philippines, ths 7th day ol October

A True
(Sgdi)

wUpYy
ADELAIDA |
Publilication ol

CAHRALG
Notices Saction
WE FORUM

December 15, 1897

Ganetal
Land Maragemont Bureau, Escolta, Manila
Ermita
Port Area
Diliman,
Diliman. both in Quezon City, Metro Manila: the Provincial Governor,
the Provincial Engine 2
L and
the City Prosecutor
lagaytay City, Pablo Glotiani, Brgy 6, Mendez, Cavite
Romeo ﬂh.'.urr.-

TWQO (8
points referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by Old P.S
1962

Court
January
land ar
appeat
1he
the

Court

N-GBG3G

134 Amorsaolo St Legaspi
the Regional Executive
Manila, the Hon Secretary
Manila, the Hon: Secretary

the Director, Forest Manage
the Public Works
Management Sector, Trece
the City Engineer, Tagaytay

Victoria Tomaroz, all in Brgy

An application having been liled in the above entitled case by MARGINVILLE DEVELOPMENT
married
#11 Madlansacay Street
Cawvite praying tor the registration and confirmation of the title to the tollowing described land
) as shown on plan Ap-04-011212;
of Patutong Malak
along line 2-3 by Lot
Lot
along lino G-1 by Lot 1781 all of Cad 355 Tagayiay Cadastre
[ 4477 06 m

PO Box 138, Makati Central

Poly. Silang,

City of Tagaytay. Bounded
1786; on the SE
along line 5-6 by lot
Beginning
BLLM No. 1, Cad

1768:;
from

to point

2
to point 3
4

to point

to point 5;
1a point G
to the point of

162) SQ

baginning
METERS Al

cyl
Feb

conc

date prepared 14,

al its session (o be held at

1998 &t 8:30 A M then
any port'on thereo!, and to
Court at the time
will be adjudicated and
therealter you will
therean

at said and
land
Court and
locree entared

24th day of

any
1 e Seplember
1967

REYNALDO ¥ MAULIT
Admiumstrator
Land Hagistration Authorty
By
1Sgd |

Chiat

ORIEL
Division

SALVADOH L
Doc ket
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PERHAPS the most
fident’
be made aboul the impact on

-

predictions that can

fish availability of the current
Ll Nino that
enormously important
slock
sufler severely and mav take

may be the
Peru-
vian anchoveta will
years o recover

Other fish stocks distrily-
uted throughout the broader
eastern Pacilic area will also
be adversely allected. accord-
imng to the Food and Agrnicul-
ture Orgamzation (FAQ)

Ihere wall also be i savs
examples ol positive mmipacts
== the expansion m scallop
fishery oIl Peru in lollowing
Seasons

And there will be lmpacts
on lish populations vutside ol
the eastern Pacific. For ex-
ample, 11 1s thought that the
milder 1991 El Nifio may have
had strong detrimental eflects
on the hsheries and marine
ecosystem ofl' Namibia

WE
oruimnm

DECEMBER 15-21, 1997

By ARMAND

However, as distance fron
the Pacilie inereases, the link-
ages become less elear, and
this makes the task ol sepu-
rmbing the effects of 151 Nino
from cflects ol fishing and
non=ll

from Nino related

environmental eflects more
dulleult
In general

LMILIOOK savs

the FAO Food
nnusual weally-
¢l putlerns may be expected
m nearly all regions ol the
world and these mav afleer the
.“IH]‘]L‘\ life L'\'\I\.‘ Processes
of hishery resource species

I Nifio 1s the name given
1o the oecasionid] wanning ol
surlace walers 1n the central
and eastern equatorial Pacilic
Ogean. Sea-surface winds blow
Irom ¢ast to west towards the
cquator and pile warm water
in the upper ocean ol the
weslern tropical Pacific near
Indonesia and the Australian
continent

As a resull of this warm
*pool-ol water, the atmosphere
1s heated and conditions fa-
vorable for precipitation occur

FISH STOCKS: El Nino's effect.

MAGUILAS

there A weakenimme of the
winds is the first sign that an
El Nifio event 1s underway
I'his 1s accompanied by the
accumulation of unusually
warm waler ol
Feuador and Peru with a peak
around Christmas season. The
fishermen who [ist observed
it named it FEL Nifio (*“the
Child ™), La Nia re
cold  cquivalent

Chnist
lers 1o the

\'l }]
SInce

Nino
\1.1-’( 1;

wirrming' ol séa-

carly 997
stenihicant
surface temperatures i the
been ob-
served and Tecognized as the
begmmimg ol an 1.1 Nifo phe-

nomenon, Such a phenomenon

Pacific Ocean has

i Known 1o occdr eyery 2 1o
7 aears, with vanving degrees
ol mtensity and duration

[t nsually peaks around lute
December. An Fl Ninto s oflen
assoctated with ymportant
subsequent changes n temper-
iures and precipitation in
several parts ol the globe
which may affect ngriculture
and waler resources ¢ither
positively or negativels

I'le change m sea surface
temperatures also allects nat-
ural conditions for marine
ecosvsiems

Sinee the mechanism un-
derlving El Nino episodes
resides in the chmatic system
ol the tropical Pacific Ocean
some ol the most striking
ccological impacts involve the
ceosystems ol this particulon
ocean region, FAQ savs

In addition, oceanic geo-
wave phenomena
promotle propagalion ol 1he
anomalous conditions toward
the castern boundary ol the
ocean and then poleward along
the contimental
gions of both the northern and
southesr hemuspheres

Being sitnated at the cast
e end ol the {:\lll.llﬂll.:| wive

the Peru Current 1e
located off Peru and
Feuador recerves the Tull loree
ol Il Nifio impacts

I'he area oll the
South America is one of the
major dpwelling regions ol the
world, producing 12 lo 20
percent of the world total 1ish

phvsicil

boundary re

gude

gion

western

P4.00 IN METRO MANILA

EL NINO’S ADVERSE
IMPACT ON FISHERY

the coast of

landimgs  In such upwelling
regions, nutrient-rich deep
waters are brought to the il-
luminated surtuce lavers (1.¢
upwelled) where they are
available to supporl
photosynthesis, and thus large
fish populations

[he Peruvian anchoveta
was, prior to o major siock
collapse n conjunction with
the El Nifio of 1972-73. by
Lar the largest lish harvest, with
peak annual calches of over
12 million metnc

e stock was reduced
further, to its lowest level on
record in conjunction with the
L Nimo ol 1982-83, and has
been recovening sice. until the
development ol the current I]
Nifio (MNC Agri News Ser-

lons

vice)

TUNA CATCH: Down.

SLIGHT DECREASE IN THE
CATCH OF TUNA EXPECTED

A SLIGHT deerease 1s expected 1 the cateh
of tuna due to the El Nifio weather

Because ol the decrease, the prices of (una
are expected to nerease accordingly. Local
tuna cannenes alone require 120,000 metrie
tons u vear Local suppliers satisfy only 50
percent of this demand

But the demand an the country’s major
luna markets clapan;, Canada, United States
Umted Kmgdom and South Africa) 1s increas-
ng

In order to benelin lrom 1s strategie loea-

tion, local tuna lishers must compele with

the well-equipped and elficient tuna 1leets of

the United States
Koren
Islands are also modenmzng therr tuno leeis
Y

Japun and Tamwan South

Ihatland. Malavsia and the Solomon

However, most Philippine commercial tuna
!L_'L'I\ viOns1st ol -l'.i:i[‘hl.llc‘i vessels nearly 30
vears old The government should give top

priority e decreasing the il for imported

vessels, parts and gear paraphernalia. fishen
experts believe
And it should subsidize the modermization
ol the tuma Meet as well as local canneries
Fhere s room For expandimg (una prodie-
uon  The Phalippines. atter all, 15 just adju

cent 1o the Western Pacihie where hall ol the

world’s skipjack and one-third of the yellow-
fin catches are made

Fhe country also has highly tramned and
expenienced fishermen. low labor costs and
a strong market demand both at home and
abrouad

Mindanao remains the major source of tuna
in the country. Bul there is room for expan-
sion == as big o [act as mounting an offshore
ollensive m twng lishimg in the Western Pa-
cilie

Tunas are caught m all Philippine waters
but over 50 pereent ol total landings come
from Mmdanao where the top three commer-
cutl una Hishing grounds are. Moro Gull (av-
crage annual production’ aver 250,000 met-
rne ons) wer 152,000 MT)
und Wesi 125,000 MT)

vhe second Jorgest munierpal ina ishing

South Sulu Sea («

Sulu Sea 1ove

ground 1s the Fast Sulu Sea (20,000 M i
15 also the sixth i commereial tuna fishing
(over 30000 metne tons). [he ~L"._l.‘['i!l| lorg-
est 1s Davao Gulf (3.000 MT)

I'he other major tuna fishing grounds are
the Bohol Sea. Visavan Sea, Ragay Gulf: Cuvo
Puss, Batangas Buv. and Tavabas Bay. Guima
ras Stral
also among the top 10 (the last three) in

(MNC)

Levie Gull and Mantla Bay are

munierpal tuna fshing
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