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TRIBALS
RECLAIM

President Ramos addresses the three-day 6th International Conference of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization Regional Center ANCESTRAL
for Educational Innovation and Technology (SEAMEO INNOTECH) which opened last November 11 at the Manila Hotel. Also in photo are (from LAN DS
left) Jose Lacson, director general of the Technical Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA); Dr. Minda Sutaria, director SEAM EO

Pagge 1 2

INNOTECH; Phil Honeywood, Minister for Tertiary Education and Training of Victoria, Australia; Education Secretary Ricardo Gloria, Sir
John Daniel, vice chancellor of the Open University of the United Kingdom, and University of the Philippines President Emil Javier. (Malacafiang

Photo)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
turn out sports

champions.
wm '

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and the training and development of Filipino athletes. With
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just PAGCOR's help, the Philippine Team shattered previous
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the performances en route to a record 91 gold medal haul
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs, in the 16th Southeast Asian Games. A real winning
PAGCOR helps bring out the best among our athletes performance by Filipino athletes, whose lives are
and_turn them into mtemational champions. among the millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because,

in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR
Since 1990, more than P707 million of PAGCOR's cares.
income went to the Philippine Sports Commission for

PAG
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v
‘. ) Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EDITORIAL REPORT

" NEW OIL PRICING LAW
S FLAWS DRAFTED

By ERIC S. GIRON

LEGISLATORS buckled down to amending defects in the oil deregulation

law, Republic At 8180, which the Supreme Court struck down as uncon-

stitutional because it granted tax privileges to the three oil companies Petron,
Shell and Caltex that have formed into a cartel conducive to oligopoly.

Oligopoly 1s the control of
a commodity — i this case
01l == or service by a lew
companies Lo improve servic-
es and lower prices lor con-
sumers. The High Court not-

ed the law’s defect was tanll

on imported crude o1l was 3
percent and that on relined
products was 7 percent or 4
percent differental

With RA 8180 voided by
the Supreme Court, the old
Tan!T and Customs Code pro-
visions ol 10 percent Larifl on
imported crnde oil and 20
percent on imported refined oil
are reswrected. The court voted
9-2 on a petiion filed by Rep s
Edeel Lagman, Enngue Garcia
Wigberto Tanada and Jloker
Arroyo, with Freedom lfrom
Debt Coalition, FLAG Human
Rights Foundation Ine and
Sanlakas

What was declared uncon-
stitutional was the law and not
the pricing adjustments made
by the ol firms Marorits
Floor Leader Rodollo Albano
qualified. " The price inereas-
es were tmposed at a ume
when the o1l deregulation Jaw
was still valid and presumed
constitutional

I the 20 percent tanf]l will
be re-imposed instead ol 3
percent under RA 8180, how
will new investors be encous-
aged?

[ price regulation by the
Energy Regulatory Board s
sSen. Franklin
Drilon is urging, who will pay
for the difference 1 the cost
of mmported o1l and the low
price mandated by the court”

New o1l companies paused
i building gas stations until
therr anvestiments m milhons
ol pesos are protected. " There
1S no pomnt i puthing mvest-
ment 1n gas stations when we
will have zero returns,”” said
Subie Bav Inc. President Jess
Medina, Ramon Villavicencio
ol Flying V which has invest-
ed P150 million said his firm
will continue constructing gas
stations but won't operate
them

[he Dbusiness seclor s
Management Association ol the
Philippies, Makati Business
Club, Financial Executives
Institute and Iederation ol Phil

restored as

Industries expressed great
disappomntment m the court
decision which makes 1 dit-
ficult for new competitors o
enter the field

Rep. Lagman moved to free
oil companies lrom paving
import duties on both crude
o1l and refined petroleum
products. The revenue
trom tanfl removal shall be
recovered Ifrom increase in
mmports and consumption due
to o1l price reductions or
mimimal price imcreases, there-
by increasing specific tax rev-

loss

Rep Garein's bill omits
tanfl” ditTerential, ban againsi
predatory pricing and 40-day
minimum  stock  mventory
winch the court ented as de-
leating competition Garaa also
asked Sen eherson Alvires
and Rep. Dante Tinga. who
steered the bicameral commuit-
tee that approved the objec-
tonable provisions, to vacate
their

Alvirez sid ol the Stipreme
Court Tound the tantt difter-
ential 10 be abetling monop-
oltes, 1t should have vorded
only thus provision and not the

Posts

entire lasw But the Supreme
Court smd the provisions were
so mterconnected and depen-
dent on one another so that
the statute was imtended to be
carnted out as o whole and
would not have been enacted
i one part 1s voided

Contrarv o 11s itent, the
court: sard ““these provisions
of tandl diflerenual. mvento-
v and predatony pricing m-
liibit fair competition. encour-
age monopolistic power and
mterfere with Iree mterachion
ol lorces

Although Petron. Shell and
Caltex have no compettors, the
court NOH-Pricing
decision or deregulation by the
covernment has corrupted
competitton and market tores

noted the

can be mampulated by oligop-

ulies

NEW LAW URGED

Unless o new deregulation
law 1s enacted, lawmakers say
the o1l industry will wand up
crippled  Congressmen from
OppOsIng parties ilj_'rcr.:d there
time in {ts 27
working dayvs Irom Nov. ¥ lo
February to hammer out a new
policy belore the election
penod sets i

Is enough

[he Supreme Court ruled
deregulation policy was vahd
bul provisions mserted lor tarill
differential between imported
crude and locally refined prod-
uels tend 1o unfairly beneli
Petron, Shell and Caltex car-
el Thus the court declared
the o1l deregulation law self

deteating as 11 would secure
the de facto oligopoly of the
three established o1l compa-
nes

[Rep, Margarito Teves sug-
gested the removal of the
provisions deemed as promot-
ing monopoly in the oil in-
dustry. The solicitor general
was asked to seek reconsider-
ation or clartfication from the
Supreme Court so 1l an recon-
sider 1ts rejection of RA R180

Wiath the rejection ol the
law  reverting to the old pol-
ey would mean brninging back
the regime of Petron, Shell and
Caltex cartel and lngher o1l
oll companies
setting up shop in the country
[he Supreme
Count asked Congress to en-

prices while 27

are discouraged

acl a new law thal conforms
with the Consthitution alter
vording RA 8180 as unconsti-
tutronal

Sens: Francisco Tatad, Juan
Ponee Ennle and Freddie Webb
prepared to enact a bill to
correct the defects ol the
nullilied law, Webb sad the
Supreme Courl ruling does not
guarantee lower prices as oil

OIL CARTEL: Breaking it up.

firms are required to pay 10
percent ad valorem tax on
imported crude oil which is
passed on Lo the consumers
s paves the way Tor o Senate
bull that would level the play-
ing field for other oil compa-
nies to enter the Philippine
markel

Before the verdict, the o1l
firms were planning an inerease

in o1l cost not because of the
dereaulation law but because
ol peso depreciation

1Due to the court's lempo-
rary restraming ordes
priced at the exchange rate ol
P31 to the dollar although the
prevailing rate 1s P35 to $1
O1l companies are complain-
ing they are bleeding

“Who will bear the brunt

oil is

ol the dislocation both i tenns
of high milatnon ad less mon-
ey for public services?”” an
editonal nsks ““The poor, of
course.”” What will happen 1l
the oil companies cut their
imports 1o avert Turther loss-
s another query. 1 there
15 an o1l shortage, will there
be oil rationing? HHow will
Philippine economy e in cose

ey’

ol o1l shortage?
& - L

LAKAS CIRCUS
Ihe Lakas admintstration
party held its first Sunday
cireits 1o arrav its bunch of
eight presidential clowns be-
fore a cheering squad of 1,200
delegates at the llotel Inter-
Continental in Makati,
(Next page, please)




EDITORIAL REPORT

No amount of propaganda or
brouhaha could alter the tact it
the two bruited Irontrunners
Viciorv loe de Venccin i and
Rene (Teka-Teka) de Villa. rate
miserably in national poll sur-
vevs compared o opposition bets
Joseph Estrada, Gloria Macapagal
Arrovo and Miniam Delensor
Santiago

The supportmg cast of Finance
Sec. Roberto de Ocampo, NEDA
Director General Crelita Habito.
Bulacan Gov. Roberto Pagdanga-
nan. Sens. Ramon Magsavsay Iy
and  lHeherson Alvarez, and
Sweepstakes Chawrman Manuel
Morato are like sacnistans (o the
high priest Fidel V. Ramos It
could not be called a convention
because the Almighty Ramos
would proclaim his Chosen One

So they called it a ““consul-
tative caucus.”” But how could
Ramos describe 1t as a ““new
participatory democracy =~ and a
transition from the old politics
when he had reduced il to a one-
man selechion process? Now the
aspirants are toadving up to lam

GUESSING GAME

Why did they prolong the
agony of nammg the President's
choice to the next Sunday. No-
vember 167 No detinite trend was
sel despite all the sound and lun
from the presidential hopefuls
Ramos himsell censured the n-
rades and underhanded ractics
froum -Il'.' \-'I'."IIL'\I\'I ,Il]ll \iL' \"I”.J
camps

Ramos chewed ofl Executive
Sec Ruben Torres as member o]
the | G-man screemme panel and

a Malacanan tactotum. lor vpenly
Villa |]¢.' \"l“.‘l
i e support ol Presis

demy [umos, wh

endorsine de
ts
1e-
that
bolstered speculations he s the
luvored tne Rep Ralph Redto
sind this was evident trom the
Ramos * body language™ and the
gestures vl lis Cabinet seeretur-
ies
De Venecia sard i jest the
Presadent had “anomted = him
sinee o vears ago when visit-
g South Alncan President
Nelson Mandela mistook Tnin lor
Mr Ramos ™ De Veneaa plaved
up s association with President
Ramos since 1992

arnele Sastt to ls camp

Joe recorded 13
applanse for him by the delegates
Recto conceded that af it was
based on applause. Victory loe
would have won over lus candi-
date de Villa, whose Batangas
bloc claimed a plurality of 700
delegate including candidates who
lost an the 1992 and 1995 elec-
Hons.

Bur de Venecia's camp
clmmed majonity support tfrom 80
percent of the 137 Lakas con-
aressimen and 80 percenl ol the
admimistration’s ¢ty mayors
Regional Charrman Rep. Jaime
Lopez (Manila) and Rep. Rolando
Abava (Bicol) said de Venecia
was a ““heavy favonte” among
congressmen, governors and lo-
cal officials, Cavite Vice Gon
Ramon Revilla Jv. sand all Coavite
deleeates viled Tor de Veneow
Bukednon Rep. Tose Zubir b
blasied de

bribmg

Villa“s canip o
masers o s distog!

rounds of

with free round-tnp tickets fin
the second Sundas caucus Noy
16 De Villa said the plane nck-
ets were puid tor with party funds
and not from his personal cam-
pargn tund

De Villa said he conformed
with the Ramos directive 1o
mvesligate vote buvimg and brib-
ery. cilimg the Church leaders’
statement that “those engaged n
this form ol bribery will most
praobabls themselves in
md theretore are not i

enrich
e
tor the ]‘n".;uil_'m\

Vice presidential aspirants
Iiterior See Robert Barbers and
lusnee Sec Teolisto Guingona
who have retused (o resign were
asked by the Lakas Tao council
1o stop using the resources of therr
departments in campaigning
Guingona claims to represent
Mindanao and 1he Visavas
Barbers savs he represents
Mindanao

Sen lencia R Shaham, who
has been taggmg along as vice-
presidential running mate ol
maverick Lakas presidential as-
pirant Emilio Osmeia, is at odds
with de Venecia over Lakas Party
She tavors de Villa
Osmeiia was in Lucena City to
launch lus Promdi movement. He
branded the lakas consultation

contral

exercise m lutihiny
of the pressdential aspirants which

Process an

15 not inding on party member

sinee 1t s not tound i Lakas

(A RS
Shahum may vie o) the Nowy

6 second party cancus agmns!

Z‘\‘ll'litl -

ipal mavors and sectoral deleeates

Cinngona and Barbers

will vote

I'he Lakas presidential hope-
tuls disnussed the imtallibiling ol
Vice President Jloseph Lstrada
who will contend with Sen
Idgarda Angara (Laban c¢hair-
man ) tor nomimation by the three-
party opposttion coalition Laban
ng  Makabayang — \asang
Pilipino

Sen. Glona M Arrovo and
Sen. Mirlam D Santiago are two
other forces to contend with
Arrove has lormed her own
Kabalikat ng Nalavang Pilipino
(Kampi) while Santiaga has her
People’s Retorm Party which
backed her up i the 1992 polls
i which she contested Ramos
win

Sen. Arrova alternates with
Estrada in topping national poll
surveys while Santiago runs third
10 the two of them

e o =

PRO-RICH, ANTI-POOR

Congress’ bicameral conler-
enee commiltee took away P3
billion worth of income tax re-
liet from fixed mecome camers and
lowered the capital gains tax on
unlisted shares equivalent to PP3
million revenue loss for the
government

I'he arbitrary revisions by the
bicameral committee ol Sen Juan
Ponce Ennle and Rn‘p |\L‘I[ll1t‘|
Javier i the Comprehensive Tax
Retorm Program represents P16
bithion total revenue losses

"\J‘i‘l""'! vl these
means the governmen! s willing
10 absarh greater

Iserions

losses By ol -

e coneesstons o the pieh while

MOST CHILD WORKERS ARE FOUND IN FARMS

ng

and vegetables

often called street children

Simbulan says

worksites

Moreover, Simbulan adds,
erly compensated for their work, 1l ever

In the Philippines, children are usually those below |5
years old. Under the Philippine Labor Code, those under 13
are not allowed o work, enter into a working contracl
work for an emplover, have lixed working hours, and get 4
fixed salary, except under the supervision of parents or guardins

Almost hall of the population are under I8 (0 to 17 years
old) The Department of Labor and Employment estimates

By PAUL ICAMINA

MOST ¢hild workers in the Plnlippimes are found i farm

ey are commonly emploved in plantations where high
value or commercial crops are cultivated: prmeapple. banana

These children weed. cultivate. fix canals. and apply pes-
tieides, says Nynua Pamentel Sumbulin, an assistant profes-
sor at the Department of Social Science, College of Arts and
Seciences, University of the Philippines Manila

She says a big number ol children are hkewise lound in
the fishing industry, particularly
where muro-omi fishing 18 used
school bovs nged 11 to 19, Thev are lured as swimmers or
divers dunng deep sea lishing

In urban centers, child workers are usually emploved m
the underground economy. Working on the streets, thev are
Ihey sell rmgs. fowers, candies
cigarclies, and new spapers; call lor passengers o load jeepnevs
and guard parked wvehicles. clean cars, beg, and scavenge

“"They are exposed to a lot ol job-related nisks and ac-
cidents which their frail bodies are not prepared to handle
Child workers are subjected 1o prolonged
exposure to sunhght, heat, dust, wind, snd ramn

*“They are made to handle hanmful chemicals like spruys
fertilizers, insecticides, and pesticides without any protective
gears like masks and gloves,”™
to work in unclean, noisy, poorly lighted, and ventilated

i provinces like Palawan
Muro-ami employs out-ol-

she savs. They are also made

“child workers are not prop-

and

that the number ol child workers increased from 2.2 milhion
Ihe Hmted Nations Clildren's
Iund and the International Labor Orgamzation estimate there
million ¢hild workers in the country

“The growing number of ¢luld workers in the Philippines
15 one mdicator ol the government's fmlure lo protect chil-
Simbulan savs

lo illustrate the phght of cluld workers, Simbulan cites
recent cases of and child abuse masquerading as child labor

[n 1993, a group of 26 bonded child workers were rescued
in Metro Manila
they filled sardme cans with fish parts from
until evening, seven davs a week,

Due to the absence ol protective gears. their fingers and
hands were ollen slashed Irom sharp can edges and then
hands vellowed Irom constant exposure 1o water and chem-

m 1991 1o 3 milbon i 1994

-

are up to 3

dren s nghts”

Hl\ld\' il ‘!i‘rll”lC 1.r_|\.‘|i'l|'\
cuarded factory
3 am

wals

[hen there was a group of child workers
iside a cooking o1l factory and rescued during o rnd
were held in aswalled compound belind barbed wires and
armed guards. Housed in small cage-like structures, the chil-
dren worked an average of 10 hours a day
two months, none ol the cluldren received
wages because the emplover required them to repay the money
spent for transporting them to,the factory
icines were deducted from wages when the children were
eventually paid. The children reported Irequent beatings

Simbulan says the Plulippine population 1s growing ol an
IMis means that

For the first

amnual rate of 2.35 percent
babies are born every year

“Statistics present a very voung and highly dependent
‘which tmphes a greal responsibility
of the government to allocate sullicient resources (und) to

population, she says

formulate and ensure proper implementation ol laws and reg-

ulntions

Simbulan’s research paper s pubhished m the UP Muamla
(Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

Joumnal

-

Inside the well

imprisoned
I Tiey

Meals and med-

I 97 million
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lixed mcome !u.xp,n\c(\ are
squeesed lor taxes

FFreedont trom Debt Coalition
monitoring the changes smuggled
i branded as dagdag-bawas the
removal of the 2,400 medical
allowances for Tanmilies with
I"150.000 gross income and the
P2.400 educational allowance for
families with not more than
I"150,000 gross mcome represent-
mg P3 billion

But the capital gains 1ax was
lowered on unlisted shares from
10 10 5 and 20 to 10 percent
which means P3 mullion revenue
loss. FIDC Mresident Maria Teresa
Diokno noted the approval of the
third and last phase ol the tax
program granted additional tax
concessions 1o corporations but
refused higher income tax exemp-
tion for wage carners

The committee approved the
reduction ol the 35-percent cor-
porate tax by one percent annu-
ally until vear 2000 imposition
of 32-percent tax in succeeding
vears. Also reduced by the same
amount were capital gains tax on
unhsted shares. estate tax and
donor’s 1ax for which was adopt-
ed a net operating loss carrvover
Ihe FDC pomted out this gives
‘undue rehiel 1o high-income
groups who have the capacity to
pay laxes

Ihe mimmmum wage is not
realistically sulficient for a fam-
1Iv's basic needs. The P96.000
low o lanuly ol 51 exemphon lrom
meame tax approved by il
cameral committee does not
EXCIPL MIIMUN Wage earners
savs the I

I'he linance department esn
mated 19259 nllion vearls Josses
by the vear 2000 from reduced
corporate laxes and P9 434 bl
Lon from adjustments i mncome
lax exemptions

Reps. Joker Arrovo and
Ronaldo Zamora will tilibustes
against what they call 4 “mur-
dered tax retorm bill™ once 11 15
presented lor ratihcation. Arrovo
sard what the bicameral commit-
tee approved was “entirely dit
terent from what the llouse
approved ~ He smid the msertions
were made while the louse was
deliberating on the 1998 nation-
al budgel

In the last week of Oclober,
Arrovo suspects the opposition
congressmen were intentionally
shut out trom the Enrile-lavier
deliberations so that provisions
tavorimg the rich could be insert-
ed The minonity said the bicam-
eral Panel held meetings simul-
taneous with the House budget
debates to prevent the opposition
lrom participating i the commit-
tlee deliberations

[ L] L

ABOLISH PORK
BARREL?

Three senators pressed tor the
abohition of the Countrvwide
Development Fund. Congressional
Inttiative Allowance und the
Public Works Act which are
cuphenusms for the pork barrel
billions of pesos subjected to
misuse and abuse when released
1o [U:__'l:i|.'|lmx vearly

Sen Juan Flavier who pro-
posed the abolition with Sens
Muarcelo Fernan and Alberto
Romule sard ““we are mandated
to legislate laws. not o dispose
tunds == a matter that should be

left to the executive.™’

Romulo, who refused to use
his pork barrel funds this vear,
sard ““Congress should take the
moral high ground and reject all
pork barrel.”" le favored direct
imvestment ol funds in vital
projects. Fernan was for pork
barrel abolition but that commut-
ted this vear to legislators must
be paid

Rep. Joker Arroyo was ame-
nable to scrapping the pork barrel
for the Senate and the House
provided President Ramos will
agree to relinquish hus discretion-
ary funds. The President’s pork
barrel 1s drawn trom the manda-
tory cut in reserves and savings
of five to ten percent withheld
by the Budget and Management
Department

L L] [ ]

MESSING UP TRAFFIC

Perhaps it's ume that Metro
Manila Development Authority
officials abandoned harebrained
traffic schemes that reduce the
volume of public vehicles on the
main thoroughfares so that com-
muters pile up on the strects with
no rides to the office and in going
home

Take the Modified Bus Seg-
regation Scheme that reduced the
6,000 buses plying E. de los
Santos Avenue to 2,500, Right
there the problem is evident. And
who masterminded the latest tral-
fic experiment” MMDA Traflic
Director Florencio Fianza, Didn't
they get rid of lim after his
previous liops!

Commuters Jdid not know
what bus 1o fuke ol several EDSA
staps e luding those not included
in the trathic experniment Bus
riders were watting ot the wrong
stops lor an etermty as they
helplessly lailed 1o make buses
stop because they stood in plac-
¢s where the drivers said they
would be apprehendgd af they
stopped.

Railings were put up to sep-
arale buses from private vehicles
on EDSA  As expected, this
caused jams because of the dis-
parny ol private cars and vehi-
cles for hire This 1s what hap-
pens when a newfangled traffic
scheme is suddeniy toisted on an
unsuspecting public

i he bus operators started ap-
plyimg for lunmous stickers only
on Oct 31 when the trallic ex-
periment was scheduled to take
place. The result? Only 2,500 of
the 6,000 buses that phed EDSA
daily were running

As an afterthought. Franza now
blames lack ol information dissem-
imation on the trallic expenment,
mismatehied stickers and signboards,
and lieaven knows what else.

The MMDA said it apprehend-
¢d two buses for improvised stick-
ers and several others for obstruc-
tion. There 1s no bus stop on the
corner ol EDSA and Buendia (now
Gitl Puyat) Avenue because Filanza
says only o lew passengers were
spotted there

Among the 6,000 buses reduced
1o 2,500 were those waiting for
volor-coded stickers at Room 1030
of v V. Soliven Shopping Com-
plex on EDSA n San Juan, which
costs P20 for bus association mem-
bers and P35 for non-members

Aller 1he palpak experiment,
Iianza now proposes to deploy more
policemen and traffic enforcers in
staps nol identified with the scheme
so commuters can be guided to the
destgnated stops. Why did he not
think of this before launching his
bus scheme?




NOVEMBER 17-23, 1997

BATHING,
WASHING
DON’T CAUSE

‘PASMA’

By PAUL ICAMINA

HERE is no basis to the common perception
of Filipino workers that ‘pasma’ is a result

of bathing and washing after work.

In fact, according to a University of the Philippines
Manila (UUPM) study, workers should wash or take a
bath since cooling down is important to reduce body
heat

I'his is especially so since the study showed that workers
in a plastic factory surveyed were exposed lo an ex-
tremely hot environment of 30.2 degrees Cenuigrade
exceeding the standard heat stress index set by the
International Labor Orgamzation at 26,7 degrees Cen-
tigrade, says Jinky Leilani Del Prado of UPM's Depart-
ment of Environment and Occupational Health, College
of Public Health

The study involved 49 workers at the plastics tactorv’'s
extruding. cutting, palletizing, and packaging areas. Ques-
tionnaires and interviews were lollowed by scientific mea-
surements ol temperature, radiant heat, and humidity at
the workplace

I'le data show that there 1s basis to the lavman s
phenomenon ol pasia I'he attempt o un-
derstand pasma is a rather new concern being a perception
ol the common people which has not been scientifically
validated.”

She says that workers do nol mmediately bathe or
wash after work because this is perceived Lo be the cause
of pasma. “*This phenomenon necessilates an investiga-
tion because the perceptions ol the workers lead to certan
behavioral patterns that may be unhygienic and mappro-
priate,”” Del Prado adds.

I'e most commonly perceived manifestation of’ pasma
are profuse sweating, exhaustion, and shaking ol hands
The workers believed that pasma 1s a result of working
in a hot environment, alternate exposure to hot and then
cold environments, and washing and bathing immediately
after work

In medical parlance, she says, pasma 1s delined as the
inability of the bodv to adjust to an increased environ-
mental temperature. Heal stress resulls i perspiration,
increased heart beat, mereased skin and rectal tempera-
ture, trembling. exhaustion, and heat stroke

The sweating and shaking of hands perceived by workers
as pasma can be an automatic response resulting from an
increased heart rate. skin, and body temperatures, Del
Prado says

Loss of evaporative cooling due to a humid environ-
menl can lead to exhaustion. Extreme heat resulting in
proluse sweating can lead to water and clectrolyte deple-
tion causing fatigue and collapse

All these manifestations actually oceur to a person who
is under heat stress due to exposure to a hot workplace,
Del Prado says

““This study showed that there 1s no basis to the common
perception that pasma is a result of bathing and washing
after work,'" Del Prado says. "It further suggesis thal
heat control be unplemented 1 the workplace and that
workers can bathe and wash immediately after work for
hygienic purposes.’

Cooling down from bathing and washing, she adds, 1s
important to, reduce body heal

The findings are published m a recent issue of UP
Manila Journal (MNC Environment, Science and Tech-
nology News Service)

she savs

MEDICINAL TREES: Benefitting people.

MANY POPULAR TREES

ALSO MEDICINAL

LUMBANG  (llewriese
maoluceana) 1s a large tree
reaching an average height of
24 meters and a diameter ol
800 to 150 centimeters

Easily propagated by seeds
the seedlings can be planted
bare rooted, earthballed or in
pots

Bul what is not known lo
most people, lumbang s also
a medicinal tree: The e ol
lwmbang nuts can be taken
internally to eradicate worms
Ihe seeds serve as muld pur-
gative

Heated wath tlgt wron. the
leaves are used in the reliel
of theumatism

Kalantas (Toona calantas)
is another medicinal tree: It is
a straight tree with its crown
widely spreading and open

I'he bark decoction has
astringent properties and s
used for cleansing wounds. The
bark powder is considered an
antiseptic and 15 dusted over
gangrenous uleers A decoc-
tion of flowers 1s
relieve spasms

The root juice ol narri
(Preracarpus indicus) can be
used for syphulitic sores Young
leaves can be apphied tor the

nsed Lo

By ARMAN

treatment of boils, skin ulcers,
and prickly heat. Narra con-
tains gums which, alier beng
purified by boiling and subse-
quent drying, is a well known
medicine tor diarrhea and
dysentery

Narra 1s a large tree with
Nuted or deformed trunk, with
a usually narrow crown which
occupies one-third of the total
height of the tree. It sheds its
leaves lor a short time during
the dry season

Ihe juice of mahogany

" (Swietenia macrophylla) can be

used as an antipyretic (anti-
fever), tonie and as an astrin-
gent. [t is also a large tree
reaching trom 30 1o 40 meters
high with a diameter of 1.5 to
1wo melers

. The root of the rain tree
(Samanea saman), or akasyo
as it 1s commonly known, is
prescribed for colds, fever, 1n-
Muenza, dysentery, and snake
bites. The akasva 1s also used
to counteract the ellects ol
croton o1l and other poison-
ous drugs.

It 15 o large tree common
in many town plazas, along
roads und lighways. It reach-
es a herght ol 40 meters and
a diameter of more than 100
centimeters, and with o wide-

MAGUILAS

Iy spreading crown

The bark of the agoho (Ca-
Suarina {'r;tfl.ﬂ'f{;‘i;.’.'u\ can be
used to cure diarrhea, colic and
dysentery. It is also used as
an astringent, Decoction ol
twigs can be used as loton
lor swellings. Powdered bark
can be applied on pimples. It
1s a medium sized evergreen
tree, with open crowns that
appear to be leafless

A decoction prepared from
the roots of kapok (Cerha
pentandra) 1s given for dys-
entery, edema and 1n certinm
discases characterized by an
accumulation of unwanted (Tu-
ids in the abdommal cavity
When served with milk, 1l
serves as o relreshing laxative
It regulates bladder funclion
in children

I'he lresh
ciaballero
pulcherrima) are applied ex-
ternally to relieve rheumatism

leaves ol the
ll"m’\uf.mmn

and, when heated, stomach
pains. A decoction from the
crushed seeds is used as an
emetic and believed to be a
remedy for dysentery. It 1s a
small, erect tree about 1.5 to
five meters high

Lumang, kalantas, narra,
mahogany and ramn tree are
among the many species of
trees with medicinal values

These trees are well-known
enough fo local folks but they
know little, il at all, of the
medical benefits

The Ecosystems Research
and Development Bureau has
complied a partial hist of
medicinal tree species to ben-
eft individuals relying on
indigenous medicinal sources,
especially in areas with scare
supply of herbal medicine but
witlh sulficient number of
medicingl trees (MNC Envi-
ronment, Science.and Tech-
nology News Service)
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LESS PAIN NOW

POSSIBLE

FOR BREAST CANCER SURGERY

WOMEN undergoing breast surgerv could have up to 30
hours of pain reliel with httle associated nausea

Rather than general anesthesia, these patients are given an
old seldom-used procedure called paravertebral block which
gives pain relief onlv to the area of the body involved in
surgery

In contrast, breast surgerv using traditional general anes-
thesia has one of the highest rates of postoperative pain, nausea
and vomiting of all types ol surgerv

The block consists ol a series of injections to numb nerves
that emerge from the spinal cord to supply the chest area,
without affecting overall lung or heart [unctioning. Because
blood flow is low in those areas, the anesthetic is absorbed
slowly and lasts a long time

It 15 an old, seldom-used technique that had been reserved
for anesthetizing patients who needed chest operations, but
who are too ill to risk general anesthesia. Dr. Rov Greengrass,
an anesthesiologist at Duke Universitly, adapted the block for
breasl surgery use afler surgeons asked for a way to prevent
the intense side effects caused by general anesthesia and narcotic-
pain control

Women are given local pain relief on their back before
block injections are inserted, and they also receive an intra-
venous cocktail of sedatives and a drug to induce memory loss
during the operation,

It 1sn’t the surgery itsell that makes the women sick and
requires hospitalization, bul the effects of both the general
anesthete, which wears ofl quickly, and the narcotics that are
then needed to control pamn,”” Greengrass told the recent annual
meeting of the American Society of Anesthesiologists. **The

Turning NO on and

SCIENTISTS have solved
the structure of the active site
of the enzyme that regulates
the acuvity of nitric oxide, or

bial defense Lo nervous svs-
tem mformation and memony

Understanding the structure of
the enzyme that produces it 1s

paravertebral block can ofler wonmen time to recover. The body
has already begun to heal by the tme the anesthetic wears
offi™

Greneral anesthesia does not block the transmission of pain
reflexes to the bram and spinal cord, “‘the central nervous
system is unaware the body is bemg operated on.” Greengraiss
smd. “This technigue reduces post-operative pain

Greengrass presented the results of a Duke study involving
245 women who either had a mastectomy, Tumpectomy or
reconstructive surgery. FHe reported that 98 percent of the patients
who had surgery with general anesthesia required narcotics for
pain relief” after surgery, compared o 24 percent ol women
who received a paravertebral block.

Many ol the women who had a block required only an over-
the-counter pain medication. Greengrass said

[he block reduced postoperative nausea and vomiting by
more than 50 percent, Of the women who had general anes-
thesia, 39 percent required treatment for nausea and vomiting.
compared 1o 19 percent of women who had a block, Greengrass
reported

Many ol the women leave the hospital hours after their
surgerv, even though thev have the choice of staying overmaht
or longer

Greengrass says that one of the best results of the block
is that it offers some comfort to women who alreadv have to
deal wath the fact that they have been diagnosed with cancer

At Duke now, more than B0 percent of women undergoing
breast surgery choose the new technique. Of these, about one-
third choose to go home within hours of their operation. (MNC
Environment, Science and News Service)

BREAST CANCER:

Lessening the pain.

off could control blood pressure, cancer

sential chemical messenger for
many physiological processes
and as a prolective poison
against pathogens and cancer

sUeS, [\Il\'\'g,'\.\. NSO
form memories -H!il
learning

v contrast, the immune

Il
allow

NO

NO 1s an unconventional
biological signal whose activ-
ihies range [rom blood pres-
sure regulation to antimicro-

crucial to designing drugs 1o
turn NO on and off

It 1s a small, short-lived
morganic molecule that func-
tons 1 mammals as an cs-

Al low concenfrations 1t acts
as a signal to control blood
pressure, prevent blood clot-
timg, transmit nerve impulses
im contractile and sensory tis-

system produces lngh concen-
trations of NO and explonts its
reactive properties to combat
baciena, intracellular parasies
viruses and tumor cells
Because NO acts as a sig-
nal in low amounts and a toxm
in high amounts. its produc-
tion s carefully balanced
healthy humans depending on
the state of the organism
Because of the new lind-
mgs, NO nlubitors mav be
used to treat such diseases as
lugh blood pressure. seplic
shock. stroke, cancer, and
impotence, Given 1ls role
neurotransmission, NO may
also have an effect on treating
memory disorders and leamn-
mng
loo hitle NO production
could result in hypertension
npotence, arteniosclerosis, and
a susceptibility o infection
IDiseases linked to exces-
sive NO production include im-
mune-type diabetes, neurotox-
ity associated with aneurysm
stroke and reperfusion myury,
milammatory bowel discase
theuwmatond arthritis, cancer
septic shock, multiple sclero-
sis and transplant rejection
Due 1o 1ts unstable and
membrane diffusible nature,
NO dilfers from other neu-

rotransnitters and honmones n
that 1t 1s not regulated by
release or targeted
degradation. but solely by
svithesis

I'he scientists are from the
Skaggs Institute for Chemical
Biology and ihe Department
of Molecular Biology at Scripps
Research Institute, led by Drs
lohn Tainer and Ehzabeth
Getzoll, in collaboration with
a leam led by Dr. Denmis
Stuehr at the Cleveland Clin-
I

slorage

According to one ol the
John A. Taner,

Having ths structure s the
difference between working

researchers,

blind and secing what vou're
doing in terms of understand-
img and drug design.”

The structure of this key
portion of nitric oxide synthase
(NOS) helps researchers un-
derstand not only how NO is
produced 1n the body but also
how NO production is con-
trolled

The study was made by
Fainer and Drs. Brian R
Crane, Andrew S. Arvai, Ratan
Gachlui, Chaoqun Wu, Dipak
K. Ghosh, Ehzabeth D. Getzofl,
Denms I Steuhr, and appears
in the journal Science. (MNC
Environment, Science and
Technology News Service)
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EDITORIAL

El Nino’s havoc on water

T IME was when water gushed from upstairs showers even in
hilltop homes in San Juan. But that was more than four
decades ago in the 1950s when there were fewer residents in the
neighborhood.

tven then, people with no water connections lined up in front
of the only faucet in a vacant yard where water flowed past midnight
up to early morning. By daybreak when other people were up, the
water supply stopped.

Over the years, every house on the newly-opened street run-
ning steeply uphill was piped to the water mains. But then the
water dripped only in the wee morning hours. The neighborhood
youth made a brisk business peddling water in five-gallon cans for
25 centavos.

So President Ramos’ warning to conserve water or face ra-
tioning is of no concern to people inured to water dripping only
when it feels like it after midnight. Newspapers may show pictures
of flooded Manila after a heavy rain but San Juan residents find
their water tape dry.

A neighbor who drilled an artesian well draws water that is
not fit for drinking. This is the reason why people still depend on
water from Angat dam. But the prevailing dry weather has re-
duced the water level way below the normal 202 meters. With Kl
Nifio phenomenon asserting itself, praying for rain seems futile.

Areas in Cebu, Central and Visayas are already feeling the
brunt of El Niio's searing effects. Places in Mindanao and Luzon
are sure to dry up toward the coming year when drought is expected.

It’s a simple mathematical problem. River tributaries and oc-
casional rains bring only two cubic meters of water per second but
the metropolis consumes 950 million gallons of water a day or 32
cubic meters per second.

Unless a miracle occurs, in four or five months, the dam’s
water supply will be depleted. And the best thing the government
officials can think of is to reduce by 20 percent the already inade-
quate Metro Manila water supply.

Siltation has clogged the water outlet from Angat dam. If the
water recedes to 149 meters, it will have come to its end. The water
level has gone down to a critical 185.1 meters as of November 5.
The need to rehabilitate the clogged outlet is imperative. Why is
it not being done?

And television ads iterate that water is a necessity of life.

Water allotment can be extended two months more for the
National Irrigation Agency. After that the water supply will be
reduced, says the National Power Corporation.

Palay output in the first quarter of 1998 is projected at 2.5
million tons or 1.7 percent reduction compared to this year’s output.
Palay production this year is expected to increase by a measly 0.7
percent from last year’s output of 11.8 million metric tons while
corn harvest is up 4.6 percent.

The decline in palay and corn harvest in the first quarter of

1998 is again attributed to the onslaught of El Nifo. The slight
increase in yield is expected because of the 4.3 expansion in corn
hectarage in Cagayan Valley, western and northern Mindanao.

A good laugh

| HAD a good laugh on reading the item
Cops get tramming in hi-tech sleuthimg  m
the Inguirer, Nov. 9
‘Because of police failure to preserve and
secure the crime scene, many an oflender his
sone scot-free, his tracks totally erased
ecause of mept gathermg and handhing
ol evidence. many a crime case Las heen
disnussed by the courts
And because of such Tavws m crime in-
vestigation and prosecution, nuiny
conlinues o ery lor justice
I can only agree
made me laugh
‘Some ol the eries of vichms may ol reniin
unanswered for long
| faughed because | had thought all along
that our policemen periodically undergo tramn-
me i crime mvestigation and thus update then
knowhow. Is it only now that the PP s tran-
ing their men in “gh-tech sleathmg ™
| laughed because | know that countless
crime vichms and their Families will contintie
to ¢ry lor justice unul Kingdom Come
|ast September 8. my mother and a brother
ol mine were repeatedly stabbed o deathy
our home m Buly, Camarines Sur. The matter
was immediately reported 1o the pohice. bul
until tns writing, 1 have vet to hear one solid
lead to the solution of the murders. Sure. botls
focal and provincial PNI” officials made the
motions ol investigating the crimes. But that
it | have sought the help of the NBI wihich
I hope will succeed

do vichim

but the nest paragraph

Meantime, my closest relatives and | con-
tintie to conduet our own slenthung and gaths

ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

enne ol evidence. Already, we know the ac-
tual perpetrator (the principally direct partic-
ipation. i legalese) bul won't stop unul we
are certam 1f there was a conspiracy and, &
there was, who the conspirators are

| have done my best to keep cool under the
circumstances, but the Inguirer article, alter
makme me laugh, caused my blood pressure
10 Tise up anew

As one of the characters in. I guess, Neil
Simon’s play savs aller he was ashed
it hurt”? Only when [ laugh. ™

Does
-- ves, he sayvs
AR w
Oh, if only our Supreme Court would
decide cases alwavs like it did in declaring
the ofl-deregulation act unconstitutional, our
people won't suffer much in the hands of
our General-President, his puppets in Con-
gresy, and his well-oiled cronies! By *'peo-
ple' 1 mean the 70 percent of Filipinos in
poverty == not the Sorianos, the Avalas, the
Zobels, the Concepcions, the Arenases (the
First Baby included), the Cojuangeos, the
so-called Filipino-Chinese taipans, the
Ramaoses, the Marcos-Romualdez clan, and
their ilk, plus the crocodiles in Congress
and in the Ramos Cabinet.

We Forum
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OPINION

NOVEMBER 17-23, 1997

FOR several days now. Senator Gloria
Macapagal-Arrovo’s media masseurs have been
hard at work promoting the 1dea of a new and
hopefully more felicitous type of Green Rey-
olution. Coming from anvone else with less
than her exuberant supply ol brain resources.
such a message, needless to state, would have
never achieved the status 1t gained when 1t
was printed on the front page -- on swecessive
days -- ol a large metropolitin dailv. low
many others nding the same political Love
Boat can claim the same distinction?

hbha

Glona's simple [acts were presented with-
out the garish trumpeting we have come to
expect from other Presidentiables. She spoke
of the need for poorer people to develop food
and herbal gardens, thereby dealing simulta-
neously with the twin problems of appeasable
hunger and affordable sickness al one Lime
She called upon two government departments
to disperse literature on lood, nutrition and
herbals, and while it is not likely either office
will break any records trying to advance either
Gloria’s theses or her candidacy, she made her
point

It can be done, Gloria said, and left 1t to
the Departments of Agricullure and Environ-
ment to deny her little paper. But they have

Gloria’s gardens

a better wav They can sav thev never read
Glorna's ongmal assertion
LR N

Actually, without her or her assistants

Knowing 1t, Glora Arroyo 1s sitting on lop ol

a veritable Green Revolution gold mine. The
hidden wealth lies i many tried and tested
formulae. remote or recent. capable of gamning
her revised objectives The niches are already
here

Ihe alder ones nclude such tested (but
buried) schemes like the late Cohin Hoskins
Samaka Guide for small larmers, which blazed
a trail in the fifties and sixties. Then along
came the so-called Mixed Gardens project
developed by UNICEF-assisted Paul Sommers,

which rapidly took hold of the food needs of

many Pacific 1sland and African nations -- but
unaccountably (or inevitably?) got lost in the
Philippine bureaucratic shuflle

A more recent but still ignored food garden
scheme was journalist Joe Burgos' Family
Garden project, for my moneyv one of the sim-
plest and most ellective | have come across
Burgos singlehandedly and tirelessly promot-
ed this plan, using Ins own sweat and his own
resources. At some dim, contemporary time.
government policy planners stepped in when
they saw something they liked in the Joe Burgos

approach, | haven’t heard a word aboul it since
(The Department of Agriculture's Sonny
Escudero has adopted the project and a series
of training programs are on tap. - Ed.)

here are doubtless other greening and revo-
luttomizimg blueprints designed to transform the
Plulippines. Iving forlorn and disconsolately in the
discard files of more agencies. public and private,
than we can keep score on. What has happened
to them? Tt s easy w fault the implementing oflices
and manpower. In fact that is all that 15 bemg
done: blame. blame and more of the same L

I'his sorry state of aftairs 1s what makes Gloria
Arroxo s entry into the fray relevant and hopetul
I she and her colleagues in the upper chamber
can lake a few moments to check things out while
on the campmgn trail, they could discover inter-
esting things Thev could find out that while talk
ol revolution still persists in some areas, it is not
necessarily the “green”” type that people may have
i mind

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHANCO

LA R LA

I did stumble across another type of garden
while going through files on gardens. Landscape
decorators call it a “'rock™ garden. An appropriate
tool, we think. to keep on hand, close to every
law-making and'or government body in the coun-
try. People can save time when they dislike what
their leaders serve up to them: They can go to the
rock garden and pick up some of the rocks, and
bounce them off where they can do the most good

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT
WITH WAIVER

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the
late CONSTANCIO S, VITUG whe died intestata
and without a will at Quezon City on December 23,
19986 had beon axtrajudicially settled by and among
his heits as ovidenced by a Deed of Extrajudicial
Settlormaent with Waiver bearing Doc. No. 201; Page

NOTICE OF EXTRAJUDICIAL

SETTLEMENT WITH WAIVER
Notice is hereby given that the estate of the
late APOLONIO MIRANDA and TEOFISTA LANOT
MIRANDA who died Intestate and without a will on
Saptomber 15, 1991 and Septomber, 1987 st Boac,
Mannduque. respectively, had been settled and divided
by and among thein heirs as per Extrajudicial Set-
tlement with Waiver bearing Doc. No. 147, Page

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX OFFICIO SHERIFF
QUEZON CITY

PHILIPPINE BANKING CORPORATION,
Mortgagee FILE NO. FRE NO
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
& ESTELITA C MATEO OF MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 313%
Mortgagors AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118
X S X

2071
versus
UNICO APPAREL, INC.

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Philippine
Banking Corporation, mortgagee, against Unico Apparel, Inc., & Estelita C Mateo, Martgagor/
s, with residence and postal address at Filinvest |, Fairview, Q.C. and/or No. 2 Mt Whitney St
Filinvest |, Capitol Dist., Quezon City to satisly the mortgaged indebtedness which as of August
15, 1997 amounts to FIVE MILLION NINE HUNDRED THIRTY SIX THOUSAND SIXTY FOUR PESOS
AND 64/100 (P5,936,064 64) excluding penalties charges, attorney's fees and all the legal fees
and expenses for the foreclosure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff of Quezon City or her duly
authorized Deputy. will sell at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine
Currency, on the 25th day of NOVEMBER, 1997, at 10:00 o'clock in the morning, or soon
thereafter, infront of the main entrance of the Hall of Justice (beside the Quezon City Hall)
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, the following described real estate property. together with
all the improvements existing thereon, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO RT-4393 (2B0795)
Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 25, Blk, 7 of the cons. subdn. plan (LAC) Psd-16631, being & portion
of the cons. of Lots 28, 29 & 30, all described on plan Pcs-326 , LAC Rec. No. 1037), situated
in Capitol Dist.,, of Quezon City. Bounded on the NE., pts. 2-:3 by Lot 24, Blk, 7; on the SE.,
pts. 3-4 by Road Lot 8, on the SW,, pts. 4-1 by Lot 26, and on the NW.. pts 1.2 by Lot
3, both of Blk. 7, all of the cons. subdn. plan % x x containing an area of THREE HUNDRED
(300) SQUARE METERS, more or less

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO 28B07966 (PR-34480)
Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 26, Blk. 7 of the cons. subdn, plan (LRC] Pes-16631, being a portion
of the consolidation of Lots 28, 29 & 30, all described on plan Psu-32606, LRC Rec. ‘No. 1037),
situated in Capitol Dist,, Quezon city. Bounded on the NE., pts. 1 to 2 by Lot 25, BIk. 7; on
the SE., pts. 2 to 3 by Road Lot 8; on the SW., points 3 to 4 by Lot 27 and points 4 to
S by Lot 28, and on the NW., points 5 to 1 by Lot 2, all of Blk, 7, and on the cons. subdn
plan. x x x x containing an area of THREE HUNDRED (300) SQUARE METERS, more or less

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title of
the said real estate property and the encumbrances thereon, if any there be

Quezon City, Philippines, October 16, 1997

MERCEDES S. GATMAYTAN
Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sherifl

MARINO V. CACHERO
Sherifl VI

{Sgd.) SILVERIO P, BERNAS
{Sheriff in Charge)
WARNING

It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy this Notice of Sherifi's Sale
before the date of the auction sale under penalty of the law
COPY FURNISHED
1. ATTY. NOEL S.R. JOSE, 3rd Fir., Philbank Bldg., 6797 Ayala Ave,,
2. UNICO APPAREL, INC.. Filinvest |, Fairview, Q.C.
3. ESTELITA C MATEO, No. 2 Mt. Whitney St., Filinvest I,

an or

Makati City
Capitol Dist., Quezon City

WE FORUM

Oct. 27, Nov, 3 & 10, 1987

No. 31, Book No. 22, Series of 1997, exocuted
on November 5, 1997 before Notary Public Paterno
Kapunan of Quezon City

No. 41; Book No 201, Series of 1997, executed
on November 5. 1997 before Notary Public, Romulo
LL. Roy of Quezon City L

WE FORUM
1997 Nov. 17, 24 & Dec. 1, 1997

WE FORUM
Nov. 17, 24 & Dec 1.

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
MANILA
--000--
FORECLOSURE NO. 97-1255-A

CITYTRUST BANKING CORPORATION

(now BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLANDS),
Mortgagee, EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE

OF REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE

UNDER ACT 3135, AS AMENDED

versus
EURO CREDIT CORPORATION, etc., et al,,
Mortgagors,

X X

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under At 3135, as Amended by Act 4118 filed
by CITYTRUST BANKING CORPORATION (now BANK OF THE PHILIPPINE ISLAND) against
EURO-CREDIT CORPORATION, represented by its Director and President, EMMANUEL T.
SANTOS, and SPOUSES EMMANUEL T. SANTOS AND CARMELITA S. SANTOS with
residence and postal address at Unit 6:D2 Legaspi Towers, 300 Roxas Boulevard, Manila
to satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of September 10, 1997 amounts to
P3,252,063.22, Philippine currency, inclusive of interest, charges, attorney’s fees (20%)
and liguidated damages, plus interest and charges that will accrue after September 10,
1997, expenses of toreclosure, shenff's fees, and other legal expenses, etc., the undersigned
or her lawful sheriff will sell at public auction on December 9, 1997 at 10:00 o'clock
in the morning or soon thereafter, and not later than 2:00 o‘clock in the afternoon at
the main entrance of the City Hall of Manila (fronting Philippine Normal University) to
the highest bidder, for cash and in Philippine currency, the following property with all
its improvements, to wit:

CONDOMINIUM CERTIFICATE OF TITLE No. 4524

“UNIT D2 (SIXTH FLOOR) of the project, which is a two-bedroom apartment,
containing an area of ONE HUNDRED TWENTY SQUARE METERS AND THREE SQUARE
DECIMETERS (120.03), more or less, including the balconies adjoining the unit.”’

Prospective buyers may investigate tor themselves the title hereinabove described and
encumbrances thereon, if any there be.

Manila, Philippines, October 22, 1997,

JESUSA P. MANINGAS
Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff
(Sgd.) RODOLFO M, SIMONGALA
Sherift 1V
Sheriff Incharge
WE FORUM
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ORGANIC
FERTILIZERS

ON

THE RISE

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

MANY local manulociurers
are mveshing on organic
tthzer

Of the 60 compost produe-
tion units operating, the aver-
age produchion of compost
fertilizer is 539 bags per month
per unil

I'he volume of organic
fertihzer production has in-
creased rapidly, from 23,420
tons in | 988 to 47,933 tons in
1992 — or an average increase
of 20 percent a vear. Volume
of sales also increased, from
9,922 tons in 1988 10 36,937
tons 1 1992 — also an aver-
age increase of 20 percent a
vear

Organie fertilizer plays an
important role since mosl ex-
porting countnes preler organ-
wally produced crops. The Phil-
ippmes has the potennal 1o
export organic lertilizer 1t the
quality ol the

ler-

compost s
improved

Local production of organ-
1c lertilizers 1s rapid]v inereas-
mg The National Program on
Rapid Composting promotes
I'michoderma (7.
Harziamm) compost fungus
achivator, known as CFA, 1n
the production ol organic ler-
tihizer and the use ol the
generated compost as fertiliz-
er m mgated rige and non-

rice’ areas

the use ol

I'he use of Trichoderma as
an agent lor rapid decomposi-
tion of agricultural waste was
discovered by the Institute ol
Biological Sciences, University

ol the Plulippmes Los Banos

Irichoderma shortens the
decomposition period of farm
wasles from the usual five to
six months to as short as three
lo live weeks

I'he program -- with a
budget of P15.5 million from
1992 to 1997 -- was packaged
in 1989, launched in 1990, and
15 coordinated by the Philip-
pine Council for Agricullure,
Forestry and Natural Resources
Research and Development
(PCARRD)

[t 1s implemented by the
Department ol Science ana
'echnology and the Department
ol Agriculture, in collaboration
with stale colleges and uni-
versities, agneultural schools
local governments, and farm
ers orgamzaton

It amms o reduce depen-
dence on chemical lerilizers
and optimize the use and re-
cychimg of organie larm wasies

Ihe program also hopes 1o
motivate larmers Lo engage 1
low-cost vet profitable farm
ing and sopl lertility ¢onservia-
tion technigues

Under the progrom. larm
ers and technicians are tramned
on rapid composting technol
agy

;\Eﬂtl-_‘_‘n\'urlmlutll Qr iy zi-
tions. cooperatives, and private
entrepreneurs are encouraged
to engage 1 the production of
compost on a large and com
mercial scale and ultimately
for distribution to lfarmer us-
ers (MNC)

N

FARMERS:

organic fertilizers.

CARABAO: Object of research.

LACK OF FUNDS HAMPER
RP’S CARABAO RESEARCH -

By PAUI

CARABAO-based enterpnses would allow millons of rural
timilies 1o ymprove therr income

Departing Irom tradinonal carabao production utilizing
the anmal mamly for draft purposes, the Philippine Carabao
Center (PCC) would hike 1o see specialized carabao nilk
production systems established inoas many roral communs
Les

According to PPCC

the development of new meat and milk products, improving

priorities, more allention 15 given o

the quality of current products, and refining the processing
and packoging of carabao-based products for more value added

They are part of the PCC's Carabao Development Pro-
gram which include enterpnise development Here, special-
1zed ereditis provided 1o fanmers lor the purchase of superyor
breeding amimals Support includes trammg, ammmal health
services. and product market development

There are about 2.8 million carabuos m the Plulippines
With small fam households ruising an avernge of one car-
abao, there are about 2 8 milhon famihes direetly hinked to
carabao raising '
Unlortunately tor these faomlies, ““there 1s hmited mecome
potential i carabao rasig owimng o the carabao slaughter
ban, savs Panlilo G de Guzman ol the Center tor Policy
and Development Studies, University of the Philippines Los
BBanos

He says the potental 15 undemably enormous 1l the hun
15 lilted. Carabeel 1s now panmg aceeptance as beel sub-
stitute and s slowly carving a niche i the processed meat
markel
processors lor bullalo meal which they currently import from

Local stocks can supply the needs ol local meal

Incha, de Guzman says
The PCC™s genete mmprovement and conservation pro-
gram s mimed at ensuring long term bullalo produchivity

The besi avarlable swamp ane nverme bulliloes are beimng

. ICAMINA

selected and propagated. Genetie improvement of local stocks
15 mtended to mprove milk and meat production
Massive upgrading of local stocks 15 made through [00
imiported and pedigreed bulls from which 30 bulls were se-
leeted for semen collection. Artificial msemination are car-
13 PCC
distributed to local governments

ned out n unils nationwide, Frozen semen 1s also

Research and development focuses mamnly on breeding
and reproducti n, antmal health and nutrition, product devel-
opment, and poliey reforms

In amimal health, lor example, research tocuses on the
control and eradication of diseases such as oot and mouth
disease. hemorrhagie septicenua, and trypanosomiuiasis Re-
duction i call mortality 15 also a major coneern

Sull. much remains to be desired, accordimg 1o de Guzman

Currently, he savs, there 1s an urgent need lor Turther
trmming ol techmeal stafl” doing research i breedmg and
genelie improvement. ““The problem 15 compounded by the
ubsence of specialized laboratory equipment needed o carry
out research,”” de Guzman savs

While regulur fund 1s allocated for program activities,
sustaining most of them s a problem * For example. genetie
conservation and improvement 1s o contimumng activity which
requires enormous and continued [unding. ™ he savs

Laek of funding would undoubtedly alfeet intended out-
comes o major programs.” de Guzman savs: " For mnstance,
when breeding centers are not sulliciently funded, provision
ol services 1o [armers s l_'\]\\'\'k‘(l to be limited

For long, earabaos have been o hixture of Philippine
agriculture manly as work ammal. ™" says de Guzman. " But
recent developments all Tor the use of the carabao other than
lor drall

consistent with the changing econonne lindseape.”

The role of carabaos m rueal cconomy has to be
(MNC
Agri News Serviee)
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1TOP OF THE NEWS

* RP: NUCLEAR-FREE,
BUT NOT FOR LONG

GOVERNMEN
seems o learn
Smee the Bataan
Power PPlant was mothballed
i the mid=1980s, nuclear
power has nlmost become 1aboo
in olficial energy planning
cireles .
Not anymore. A Nuclear
Power Steering Committee s
hard at work putting tn place
a nuclear power program
Its membership includes key
industry leaders from the pri-
well as the
Department ol Energy, Depart
ment of Scrence and Technol
ogy, Plulippme Nuclear Re-
search Institute. These agen-
cies. in fact, have formulated
a comprehensive nuclear power
program
I'he
I\.U\\\_':

nevel

Nuclear

vale seclor, as

entry ol nuclear
mto the counlry's - en-
nol foreseen until

2020

CTRY MIN 15
bevond the year
Antomic. || Corpuz, a vice
president at the Natonal Power
Corporation, Al thal tme, the
country should have the ap-
propridte expertise, knowledge
and manpower for nuclear
energy, he told a recent svin-
POSIUIM O energy

sintd

By PAUI

AL present, he sind, “the
Nuclear Power Steering Con-
mitlee 1s implementing an
extensive mtormation dissem-
mation campaign that would
address the various issues
involved, such as safety and
environmental considerations
It shall continue to explore the
use ol ‘nuclear power as an
option.

Under the 1996-2025 Phil-
ippine Energy Plan drawn up
bv the Department of Energy
— and “‘should the option be
taken™” -- nuclear power could
account for 3.4 percent of the
country’s power generation mix
by 2025, Corpuz said

Overall, the bulk of power
generation by 2023 shall come
from umported coal contribut
mg almost 32 percent. Iimported
o1l shall ngcount lor

cent The baseload recturennent

et

shall be covered by mdigenons
natural geothermal
with each avcounting lor al
most 10 percent  Hyvdropow
er s share would be at least 3
percent while new and renew -

gis and

able sources would account lor
al least 5 percent
‘Prudence and expertise

. ICAMINA

dictate that the Phalippimes
should diversity its energy
sources and not depend heavily
on one source,” Corpuz saud
Ihe nuclear option comes into
account based on the princi-
ple of diversifving energy
resources
But prudence and expertise
also mothballed the Bataan
nuclear plant which was actu-
ally constructed -- complete
with uranium fuels — and what
could have been the first
nuclear plant in the countny
Critics smd 11 was situated 1n
a seismically unstable ared, and
various salety systems were
actually questioned during the
Marcos era which, even then
was unable to push the nuele-
ar ophon
lhere were also
und reservaolions
thout where Lo site and store
ridonetive waste --
cenluries -

Serious

jnestions

which lasts
Loy a by-product
ol nuelear electne gencration

lodav, the nearest nuclear
plant to the country 1s sited in
Kaoshiung. m Tanvan -- only
100 males from Laocag and 530
miles frrom Manila. The Phul-
ippiies 15 m fact a nuclear-

TRIBALS RECLAIM .

rural towns like Buguas in
Benguet, Nagtipunan 1n
Quirino, and Malungon n
Sarangani

All of Baguias 15 consid-
ered an ancestral domain, beng
the home of 36 clans of two
major highland tribes, the
Kankanm and Kalanguya. Their
CADCs were handed to them
by the DENR in December
1996

Bugkalot and Dumagat
tribes who live in Nagltipunan,
Quirino province, are recipi-

ents ol CADCs covering
108,360 hectares, including the
preturesque Snake Mountain,
a primary dipterocrop forest
that rolls down to the wind-
g Cagavan River

In Malungon, Sarangam
province. 8 percent of the
town's land area ol 96,000
hectares [alls under the CADC
and 8Y percent ol its popula-
tion of 91,000 1s made up ol
the B'laan and the Tugakaolo
the primary beneficiaries of
CADC

e o (Frompage12)

Belore the CADCs, the
indigenous people were hesi-
tant to plant trees or make
improvement on their larms
[hey behieved 1t was only a
waste of time and money
Without a title, the land could
be taken awav from them
anytime

Today, they are hard at
work transformung therr lund
imto viable economic projects,
secure that the nnprovements

they muke on the land will

never be taken away. (MNC)

Gov’t likely to achieve .

ket has gone down. Yet, he
added, the Philippines is only
one of the countries in Asia
that i1s experiencing a big drop
in their share value

e contended that it s
important to hold on because
Finance Sceretary Roberto de
Ocampo is confident that these
values will recover

Zamora asked 1l tus paper

value translates into a lot of

economic acuivily. e cited, for
instance, i a company has a
market value of P2 billion and
is trading at a markel capital-

ization of about P200 million,
it cannot borrow on P18 bil-
lion as collateral

Belmonte agreed. Howev-
er, he said, markets go up and
down, a phenomenon that 1s

e e (From page12)

not strange to those who un-
derstand the markets, He re-
iterated that experts are sure
the economy will snap back.
(Manila Newsfeature and
Commentaries)

Notice is heraby given that
DIVINAGRACIA has been settlod

before Notary Public Vigima A
No, 61; Book No. CCLXXIN

WE FORUM

Nov, 10, 17 & 24, 1997

LEGAL NOTICE

sottloment of ostate with absolute sale executed and acknowlodged
Paragua, as per Doc, No, 299; Page
Saries of 1997 of her Notarial Rogister

the wostate of the late HILARIO B
among his hoirs In an extrajudicial

Iree asland m a region where
nuclear power is increasing

Ihere are about 437 nuclear
power reactors worldwide The
share of nuclear electricity 1s
greater than 40 percent in seven
countries and at least 25 per-
cent i 16 countnes, mmclud-
ing Taiwan, Corpuz said

In Asia alone. six countries
have nuclear power plants
China (3 units), India (10),
Tapan (51), South Korea (11),
Pakistan (1), and Taiwan (6)
Iirteen additional plants are
under construction. Until the
vear 2000 and bevond, anoth-
er 64 nuclear power plants are
planned m Chluina (14), India
(8), Japan (11). South Korea
(11), Tarwan (2
{12), and

By the vear

conld be around

), Indonesia
hatland (6)

201010
160
the region

there
nuclear
power ir|.|lll'~ mn
(VNG

&

ILovivonment, Science

BATAAN NUCLEAR PLANT: Taboo.

and Technology News Service)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH B0 QUEZON CITY

IN RE THE MATTER OF
OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH
CECILIA M, PERALTA

DECLARATION
OF ABSENTEE
SP. PROC. NO. Q-96-28997
REGINALD M PERALTA
Petitioner
X

AMENDED ORDER

This 15 a verilied counsel for the Declaration of

Presumptive Death ol

amended petition filed by petitioner thru

Absentee Cecilia M. Peralta

The petition alleged that the petitioner and his wite Cecllia Peralta were married on June 19,
1972 before Hon. Leonardo M Rivera Acting City Judge of Quezon city; that they lived together
in their family home continuously and in blissful happiness for some nine (9) years lollowing their
marriage. that out of their union they begot two (2} children, namely Sherwin Peralta, 23 years
old and Jayson Peralta 21 years old, that they have not acquired any conjugal property; that
the problem started when Cecilia Peralta become a 'promo girl'” She often times went home
in the wee hours of the morning and sometimes would not go home for 2 to 3 days; that she
always loved to go in the company of her co-employees, who are all separated from their husband;
that everytime petitioner asked Cecilia of her whereabouts, she always reasoned out that she
had “‘promo meetings’’ or had clients to attend to Sometimes Cecilia would not go home for
two to three days; that during the year 1981, the spouses’ quairels became worse as Cecilia
failed to tulfill her obligations as wife to petitioner and mother to their children; that the petitioner
could no longer fathom his wite's attitude; that due to their misunderstanding, his wite left the
conjugal house far three weeks; that she stayed with her friends. Petitioner wooed her to return
home for the sake of their children and she relented; that after one week, she returned again
to her usual practice of net going home for so many days and until finally, she never came
home, that the petitioner searched for his wife in the place where she worked, but he was
.lnlmnmil that she already resigned and transferred to another employment, that he sought the
help of his wile's parents, relatives, friends but whereabouts |ust the same could rot be
lacated, that he even inquired from morgues and obltuaries of newspaper but all his efforts bore
negative results, thus, petitioner is of reasonable beliel that his wile is alisady d_e_md

her

It appearing that the petition Is sufficient in form and substance. let the hearing of the same
be set on NOVEMBER 28, 1997 at 8:30 a.m. before this Court, on which date, time and place
aforementioned all Interested persong In the sald petition may appear and show cause if any,
why said petition should not be granted

Lel copies of this Order be published once a week for three (3) consecutive weeks In WE
FORUM, a newspaper of general circulation chosen in a ratfle conducted by the Executive Judge
of this Court

SO ORDERED

Quezon City, October 31, 1997

(Sgd ) AGUSTIN S. DIZON
Judge
WE FORUM

Nov. 10, 17 & 24, 1987




TRIBALS RECLAIM
ANCESTRAL LLANDS

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

FRIBALS haye reelommed over 1 million hectares of therr
ancestral lands

Indhzenous trbal commumities are climing 2 to 5 mllion
hectares as therr ancestral lands

SO lar according (o the Department of Natural Resources
(DENR ) 75 Ceruleates ol PDomaim Claim
(CADC) coverimg 1632, 153 licctares have been issued to
tribal communitics

some Ancestral

e CADC empowers tribal communities 1o manage and
exploil the resources found within their domain 1n accordance
With existing laws, to plan therr Tuture, and 1o SO Ceess 1o
-'I\IL‘LiII-I'.-. basic services

“We have been hugely suceesstul so fur We have created
On sheer numbers alone, the CADCs cannof
the DENR said in o report to President Ranios

Ihe report noted that the DENR 15 now implementing the
second phase of1its CADC program. This phase -- which involves
about hall o million heetares - **1s the more difTicult phase
because we are dealing with contested areas,'” the report sind

Ihere are about 12 million tribals, or about 18 percent of
the population, scattered m 61 out of 77 provinces. Scholars
have classified them into |10 major ethnolinguistic groups
who sharc a lifestyle that is culturally, economically, and politically
distinet [rom mainstream sociely

I'he current system of land ownership — which, for exam-
ple. requires Torrens Titles -- has driven (ribals away from
population centers, from lands they originally occupied. Todays.
tribals occupy remote coastal arcas, hills, forests, and moun-
tains where they continue to follow the way of life of then

a critical mass
be ggnored

EL NINO FUNDS: President Ramos turns over a P40 million check to Northern Samar Governor Harlin Abayon
for the construction of small water-impounding projects, small farm reservoirs and diversion dams in Region VIIIL.
The turnover ceremonics were held last November 4 at the University of Eastern Philippines in Catarman, Northern
Samar. The irrigation projects are part of the government’s measures to mitigate the possible effects of the EI Nifio
phenomenon. Also in photo are Agriculture Secretary Salvador Escudero and Northern Samar Rep. Raul Daza.

Forum
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ancestors

Iheir isolation has spawned a host of problems, the most

cructal ol these being recognition of their rights to their uncestral

domam

an issue over which blood has been shed

One can only imagine, the report said, how indigenous peoples

telt when the land wi

ol IMOgress

Laken away

Winle most sultered e silenc

ltom them mm the name

i< theirr domains

disappedred  others who had (he courage o stand up for ther

rights, were sunmanis

Killed

Alteady  the CADC s bringimg new energy m one forgotien

(Page 11, please)
g

GOV’T LIKELY TO ACHIEVE SURPLUS
THIS YEAR DESPITE PESO DECLINE

By NICK REBONG

1998 contamed n IHouse
[009s

T LOOKS like the nation-  agement (DBBM) as m exist- o
al government will achieve ence as ol Sept. 30, 1997 has  Bill
another budget surplus this  not vel been dimimshed In ths statement gained add-
vear tact, the surplus has been re

Aller a consistently deficit
position for eight vears, the

of P13 billion in 1997 and 1?16
billion 1 1998

Under the proposed P540-
billion 1998 national budgei
that President Fidel Ramos
presented to Congress last July
28, Budget Secretary Salvadon
Enriquez sad the government
coudd sull hit s
plus nest year

Enriquez explamed
ever, thal a peso depreciation

ed \!:‘._’ll.l!-lulllt_'i_‘ .Llll\h]t.'lin:_' that
lears had been expressed that
the faverable trend i budget

plenished by ongoing collec-
Lons ol revenue-raising agen
according to Rep management durmg the past
Belmonte Iy
Quezon Cily)

coveriment attained a surplus— cies
of P16 billion m 1994, P11 |
billion in 1995 and P13 hil-
lon 1996

Ihe P4.6-billion budeet
surplus declared by the De-
partment ol Budget and Man-

Fehoano R three vears might be reversed
{ Lakas-NUCD

Belmonte made this asstir-

result ob the
peso depreciation that started
lust July 11

Earlier, the government set
its sights on a budget surplus

this time as o larget sur-

ance last week as he sponsored how-
the proposed budget ol the

Department of Finance (DOF) woulld tend W inerease mier-

esl rates and inflation. rmsimg
mterest povment and f(urther
squeezing expendiiures

. Fhe nature of budget
making s such that upward
adjustments in flation are
normally not accommodated in
the budgel, alter
s been submitted for enacl
ment, althougl this means that

the budeer

the quantity of voluumne of zoods
and services acquired will be
less than ongmally planned,”
he sud

Interpellated by Minority
leader  Ronaldo  Zamora,
Belmonte said (he surplus is

]

REP. BELMONTE

SFC. ENRIQUEZ REP. ZAMORA

a running amount. It 1s in the
custodv ol the navonal trea-
surer who has ]?Tn}\;lM\ LJ\'}‘J\‘\-
tted a1t the Bangko Sentral
ng Pilipimas or any other legal
depository ol the countny

Belmonte noted thal the
Bureau of Internal Revenue 1s
t'lJ[[C\t!I!:_‘ al least 24 percent
more than 1t was collecting 1
1996, which 1 tum was 20
percenl more than the 1995
collections He smd this was
more than enough to oflset the
dip in the Bureau ol Customs
collections ol the
&'hi!!l;_'t.' i the tardl structure,
among other things

becanse

Zamorn asked il the per-
formance of the customs bu-
reat was o be expected be-
couse the economice situation
wWis not so- good

Belmonte expressed the
view that the economic [un-
damentals remamn sound n the
sense that the illation rate 15
still at 5 percent lo 6 percent
and that exports are doing very
well. The Plulippines is not

performmg far better than its
nerghbors in Southeast Asia
even though 1t 1s not perform-
g us much as it would want
Lo some sectors

Zamora also asked how
badly the exchange rate is
2olng

Behnonte replied that the
exchange rate at the moment
is P35 o $1 He said the peso
15 number hive in terms of
magnitude behind the Indone-
sian ruptaly, the Thai baht, the
Malaysian ringgit and the
Singapore dollar

Fle stressed that because of
the remarkable strength of the
US  dollar even  the
deutchsemark depreciated by
about 17 percent since the
beginning of 1997

Zamora asked Belmonte to
describe in dollar terms the
loss in markel capitalization
since cight months ago

Belmonte said the govem-
ment has lost a lot of paper
value because the stock mar-

(Page 11, please)
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