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ASIA MARKET STILL UNCERTAIN
EVEN AS STOCKS RECOVER
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First Lady Amelita M. Ramos is shown with the school officials and students of the Sisters of Mary School, the overall champions of the high SlN s, 6

school division of the 1997 MILO Little Olympics, during the awarding ceremonies last Oct. 30 at the Westin Philippine Plaza. The Catholic .
school garncred 15 gold medals. Among those in photo are Jackby Jaime (center) of Nestle Philippines and Philippine Sports Commissioner Monico leﬂ'
Fuentebella (Znd from tight). (Malacaniang Photo)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps bulld
classrooms P
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities, Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education.

[n the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from incomg_remitted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing learning facilities t& thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporahon
Responding through Responsible Gzrnmg
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EDITORIAL REPORT

* ASIA MART STILL SHAKY
EVEN AS STOCKS RALLY

By ERIC S

. GIRON

CRACKS WIDEN IN OPPOSITION PARTY

HE integration of the world’s financial markets has made economies sen-
sitive to each other's movements so that it is said when the Dow Jones
sneezes, the world market catches cold. What happens in Hong Kong like
the two-week selldowns sent shock waves to London and caused the Dow Jones
in the New York Stock Exchange 7.18 percent fall.

[here were immediale re-
actions 1 London, FFrankfurt
Korea, Taipeh and Manila
The world's stock markets
crash sent Philippine share
prices tumbling to new lows.
Investors parked tlieir assets
in lixed-incorne securilies or
traditional savings accounts.

Farewgn and local imyves
tors are now bargan-hunting
for blue-chip stocks with eood
fundamentals hke dollar-cam
mng. -.Ichll1|uv:|ml cash-strong
issues to help the index surge
despite thin sales at I’ 57
967 1 mullion
shares. Philippme Stock Fix-

billion lor

change shares surged by 3.06
percent November 4 as Wall
Street and Hong Kong ralhed

[t was a aclayed reaction
to the International Monetan
Fund’s injection ol LIS$23
bilhon multilateral md pack
nge lor Indonesia and
118$17.2 tlhon mternation-
al loan package for Thailund
The mam index taking a cue
from the Hong Kong market
which weakened on opemng
Tuesdav, slumped a bil

Philippine stocks rebound-
ed Irom the massive drop Oel
28 due to technical recover-
1es in Wall Street and Hong
Kong But currency malaise
continues to haunt Southeast
Asia as attacks on the Hong
Kong currency continue
However, the peso opened
stronger at P34.70 from Fri-
day's P35.14 closing

Since the market failed 10
rebound strongly from dey
astating losses, the 30-shure
Philippine Stock Exchange
index slipped 0 99 ponts (0.05
percent) to [ BI13.16 bul
surged on Wednesday to 73 97
points (4 3 percent). PLDT led

the rally with 26 percent rise
m nine months of P5 88 lul-
lion. As Wall Street gained.
PLDT rose bv P30 at P910.
Avala Corp. and Benpres were
also up
IBM TO THE RESCUE
LIS share prices opened
sharply lower as Dow indus-
trials x.ll.l‘]‘ul below the 7,000
wenkness

mark. This early

spilled anto Brazil where
docks plunged amnd global
retreat mto sale=haven mstru
ments like government secu
rhes

But when market leader
IBusiness Machines Corp. sel
aside $3.5 bilhon w buy back
its own stocks, 113M jumped
O-5/16 10 99-3/8 The New
York Stock Fxchange s record
pomt gaimn overnight caused
the

73 54 powmts (2 7 percent) to

30-share Plusix to nise
I 81364 after plunging by
1176 pomnts the day before
in reacting to the unprecedent-
ed Dow Jones 534-point fall
Monday

Brazil. which had shd 12
pereent, gamned G4 percent
more. Major stock idices
Canada. Mexico and Argen-
tina followed the US market
in erasing early dechnes and
linishing solidly ligher Lon-
don IFrench

Mast
Asian currencies perked up
as Wall Street
night

German and

markets amproved

soared over-

- L] L]
PARTY RIFTS WIDEN
Cracks the
political opposition which has

widened n

vel to solidify as Sen. Fdgpardo
Angara castigated Senale
President Fmesto Maceda s
brokering o teamup ol Viee
Preswdent Joseph Fstrada and

Sen. Glona Macapagal Arrovo
to bolster the opposition’s
chances 1n the May 1998
national and local elections

Angara, who chairs the
Laban ng Demokratikong
Pilipino, insisted on stricl
adherence to the choice ol
presidential and vice-presiden-
tial nominees I o conven-
ton ol the Laban ng
Vakabavang Viasang
Pilipino, the coulitton ol
apposiiion parties

Angara. who rates poorly
in poll survevs. was given
shm chance of winning the
LMMP nomination by Sen
Orlando Mercado, president
ol the Partido ng Masang
Pilipino chmired by Estrada,
and the LMMIP secretary-
general Laban senators and
[ Touse representatives tend 1o
favor Estrada over Angara

Sen Arrovo left the Laban
because Angara scolded her
for her presidential aspiration
Arroyo immediately turned
down Maceda’'s proposition
but she contirmed her Kamps
(Kabalikat ng
Plipino) backup was negoti-

\alavang

ating with the Liberal Party
1o make her s standard bear-
er,

Arroyo declined President
idel Ramos™ mvitation that
she join the Lakas presiden-

hal selection process although .

she recogmzed the “*very valu-
able”” Ramos intluence Both
Arrovo and Manila Mavor
Vieente Lam want Ramos
endorsement but neither will
risk shilting to the Lakas Party
unless ascertained ol bemg
declared the party’s chowee ol
stundard bearer

e President limsell” s

i u spot because he has o

[

r

SEN. ARROYO

designate Ins presidential
“‘anointee”” just as former
President Corazon Aquino
“anointed” lime His sister
Sen. Letieia R Shahani, who
is running lor viee president,

warned the Preswdent as lae-

ing the biggest challenge of

his lite because he has to ek
one who will win the May
clection and carry the party
w the nest mllenmum
Presidential adviser Gabrniel
Claudio conlirmed Lakas ne-

VICE-PRES.

gotiations with Arroyo and
Lim He said Arroyo stubbom-
Iy resists afliliating with Lakas
but nsists on a coahtion of
her Kampi with Lakas, Lim
would rather remain with the
People’s Retorm Party of Sen
Miriam D). Santiago under
which he was elected twice
as mavor rather thin jump into
Lakas and not be nominated
o the presidency

Sen. Ammove siad she was

committed to Sen Viecente

ESTRADA

Sotto 111 as her mnning mate
but 1t was reported that Sotto
1s backing out. Groomed as
opposition vice-presidential
candidate 1s Sen. Ernesto
[Herrera from the Visayas.
Herrera said Maceda want-
ed 11 to appear Arroyo and
her Kampi had no chance of
makimg it to the presidency
and vas trving to win her over
to belster the np';msumn al-
linnee Maceda said he pro-
(Next page, please)
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posed the Estrada-Arroyo
matchup as a powerhouse
team to win the election
Butal Angara questions his
motves. he said he s will-

mg to resign as 1L.MMP ehair-

man and leave the campaign
1o Angara
LAKAS ASPIRANTS
Lakas presidential aspir-

ants were bolstered by Socio-
Planning  Sec
Cielito Habito’s entrv into the

LEconomic

circle but may be reduced 1f

former Cebu Gov. Emilio
Osmeiia makes good his threat
to go it alone with Sen Leticia
R. Shahani as his running
mate, Osmeifia was reported
to have joined the Nacionalista
Party of Salvador H. Laurel

The Lakas list has Speak-
er Jose de Venecia Jr., Renato
de Villa, Finance Sec. Roberto
de Ocampo, Sen Heherson
Alvarez, Sweepstakes Man-
ager Manuel Morato, Bulacan
Gov. Roberto Pagdanganan
and Sen. Ramon Magsaysay
Jr., a former Liberal who
recently jomed the Lakas

Lakas has not dropped
Osmena [rom its roster. The
party 1s also considenng Ar-
rovo. Lim, Sen Francisco
Tatad who has renounced the
opposition, and Sen Raul
Roco (ksivon Demokrasva)
All have vet to alfiliate with
the Lakas as a precondition
to their beinmg nominated
President

The ruling party denied it
was rocked by dissensions
because of moves giving some
presidential aspirants undue
advantage in the Nov. 9 and
16 consultative caucuses

Shahani said President
Ramos should leam the les-
sons of the Kilusang Bagong
Lipunan that fielded Imelda
Romualdez Marcos for Pres-
ident i 1992 and the Laban
ng Demokratikong FPilipino
whose candidate was former
Speaker Ramon Mitra Jr The
KBL 1s now
while Laban has coalesced
with two other parties to form
the LMMP

Shahani said *‘the machin-
ery will only be equal to one-
fourth and the President’s
endorsement another one-
while hall of the
anomtee s “winnability"" will
depend on people’s trust

CON-CON TALK

With the May 199% clec-
tion seven months away,
House members area again
fanning talk about a Consti-
tution convention to be timed

non-existent

fourth™

with the polls.

Rep Pedro Romualdo’s
committee on Constitulion
amendment has shelved the
proposal to hold the conven-
tion this year. after prepon-
derant public objection to
amending the Charter provi-
ston which limits the presi-
dency to one six-vear term to
enable President Ramos to
seek reelection

Majonity Leader Rodolfo
Albano realizes how a Con-
stitution convention held si-
multaneously with the elec-
tion of national and local
officials can degenerate into
a troublesome highly-politi-
cized aftair

Albano’s turnaround on
Cha-cha 1s a signal that the
amend-Constitution campaign
is dead, said Rep. Joker Ar-
royo. He said with the poll
campaign having begun,
there’s no more time Lo pre-
pare for a Con-con. Rep.
Ralph Recto concurred and
was amenable to holding the
Con-con after the 1998 elec-
Lion

L L] L

RAIDERS KILL 2 COPS

As 1l 1o remund they are
sill ahve and kicking, sus-
peet communist rebels at-
tacked police headquarters m
Rodnguez (former Montilban)
town. Razal, 35 kilometers east
of Manila at middav (Octo-
ber 30), killed two policemen
and seized as hostage the
police chief

It was the second attack
since August by communisl
guerrillas since they raided a
remote detachment in Antipolo
town, killing a policeman and
a bystander. That raid caused
the relief of the Rizal police
director,  Superintendent
Emesto Belen. The randers left
a note denouncing police bru-
tality aganst labor unions and
leftwing acuwists

A day after President Fidel
Ramos announced the com-
munist movement had been
reduced to a mere nuisance,
about 40 fatigue-clad men
arrived in a Tamaraw X,
Mitsubishi L-300 and Besta
vans just as the policemen
were preparing to take lunch
at the station behind the town
hall. All their vehicles were
marked **PSG. " (Presidential
Security Guard?)

Immediately aller arnival,
the raiders disarmed three
policemen posted at the sta-
non entrance, The commotion
drew Semor Police Ollicer |

PRES. RAMOS: HOT SPOT.

Guillermo Espiritu’s attention
He emerged from a room but
even before he could pull his
tngger, the attackers armed
with nifles
launchers peppered him with
bullets. Another policeman,
SPor was wounded

Police Chiel Inspector Rene
Francisco who was then ofli-
ciating at a wedding was tak-
en nto custody by the rmders
Nine policemen caught un-
aware were lorced to he face
down on the floor as the n-
truders destroyved the armory
lock ad pilfered the firearms,
ammunition, explosives and
hand-held radios. At least 20
others surrounded the head-
(uarlers

Francisco was taken by the
group presumably as a shield
against pursuers. In ten min-
utes, the raid was over

Rizal police director, Supt
Edgardo Acuiia, led policemen
and a company of the 2nd
Intantry Armv [Division who
pursued the raiders who were
monitored to have gone o
barangay Maskat also in Rodri-
guez, ‘then headed lor the
mountams in Quezon provinee
Four helicopters joined the
pursiit.

I'he attack occurred short-
Iv after top communist lead-
ers Nilo de la Cruz and Angel
l'abara were arrested 1 o car
that crashed into a
Marilao
shootout, A woman and male
assoctales were also nabbed
wlitle two others escaped

Governmenl talks
with the nsurgent have been
held off and on through the
vears, the latest in the Netli-
erlands where top communist
leaders have been living in sell=
extle

I'he raiders in Rizal prov-
imce believed members ot the

and grenade

]dl‘il‘-

lree at

!\Cin't'

Bulacan after a brief

New People’s Army, are fight-
ing for a Marxist state. Their
nationwide force 1s estimated
by the Armed Forces to have
been trimmed down from
26,000 in the 1980s to about
6,000 due 10 battlefield loss-
es. mternal divisions and sur-
renders. The collapse of com-
munism in eastern Europe 15
believed 1o have influenced the
dissipation of local rebel ranks
RAID AFTERMATH

I'he abduction of Clhiefl

Inspector Francisco was a hit-
and-run operation to gain le-
verage in New People’s Army
talks with the government,
'resident Ramos surmised He
ordered the police to “‘recov-
the police chier

It was reported Francisco
was placed on trial by the NPA
lor quarrving operations in the
rivers ol Montalban which he
allegedIv tolerated and faces
death " found guilty by the
kangaroo courl. The President's
order came as Sen. Juan Flavier
assatled the govérnment fl-
ure to mmprove the country's
justice system so that people
are losing faith.

Flavier said the reported
trial of the police chiel by an
NIPA court tor lailure to curb
quarrving i his area should
serve as a wake-up call to the
government tailure to imple-
ment strietly the laws of the
land. He said poor people who
mjustce are lorced lo
seeh aid from the rebels for
stce

Also i NPA custody s
Master Sgt Joagqin Melad of
the 8th Intantry Battalion. The
National Democratic Front
leadership in Ulrecht, the
Netherlunds hiad no informa
tion on the abduction of Fran-
cisco and Melad which may
have been perpetrated by u
group outstde of Jose Ma
Sison’s bloc

er safelyv’

Suller

Police spokesman Senior
Sup!l Enrique Galang said the
PNP 15 willing to negotiate with
the rebels for the release of
their captives. He awaited a
statement from NPA spokes-
man Gregorio (Ka Roger) Rosal
on the trial outcome.

L] L L]

GUILT BEYOND
DOUBT?

The Massachusetts jury’'s
conviction of 19-vear-old En-
glish nanny Louise Woodward
for murder even as she main-
tained innocence in the death
of eight-month old Matthew
Eappens requires review as
expert defense testimony shows
the head injuries the baby died
of occurred weeks before the
date specified in the charge

Parents Deborah and Sunil
Eappens have drawn sympa-
thy for the loss of their baby
but are portrayed as overly
vindictive i expressing dis-
dain and their desire to see
Ms. Woodward imprisoned for
life. **She didn't do it!"
Britons screamed as the ver-
dict was announced in Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts at 2:30
a.m. Woodward’s Elton village
in Chesire, northwest England
posted ““not guilty’” signs on
storefront windows

Middlesex Country Su-
preme Court Judge Hiller Zobel
imposed the mandatory hife
sentence for the jury’s second-
degree  murder ruling
Woodward will join nearly 500
women at MCI-Framingham
adult women's prison in
Massachusetts

Families hire au pairs or
young women Irom abroad for
rehiable child care while the
girls are seeking adventure and
enrichment. Reconciling both
ends 1s difficult as the
Woodward case shows

- L] L ]
ELECTRIC RATES UP

The National Power Cor-
poration cited peso deprecia-
tion as having escalated fuel
cosl for a l4-centave per kilo-
wialtl hour increase in electric-
ity rates 1n the Nov. 26-Dec
25 billing period of consum-
ers by Meralco mm Metro
Manila. Cavite. Bulacan, Rizal.
Laguna, Batangas and Quezon

SPORTS ROUNDUP

B changes — Kenneth
Duremdes and Jack Tanuan
gave impressive performanc-
es i theiwr new team Alaska
which tripped Sta. Lucia Re-
alty, 92-91, m s game o tie
leader San Miguel Beer in the
Governor s Cup cage series
Duremdes und  Tanuwn were
traded 1o Alaska by Pop Cola
tor Dwight Lago and Boyel
Fernandez who kept their team
i the fight agamst Gordon's
Gin, but lost 106-102, alter
umport Byron Houston fouled
oul

Sta. Lucia coach Chot Reyes
tongue-lashed his players be-
cause of what he regarded as
sub-par play against Alaska,
[eam captain Zandro Limpot
led his teammates in boycott-
ing practice the following day
Only three showed up. This
forced Reves to quit the team
Reyes joined the Realtors last
vear after a similar dispute with
Purefoods which he led to two
titles i four years

Sta. Lucia 1s trying to lure
Mobiline co-coach Derrick
Pumaren to replace Chot Reyes

Pippen under knife --
Chicago Bulls coach Phil Jack-
son had to juggle role players
like Randy Brown and Steve
Kerr in a three-guard lineup
with Michael Jordan as all-
around player, top assist man,
ballhandler and defender Scot-
tie Pippen undergoes foot
surgery. ‘“We look vulnera-
ble,”” said Michael Jordan who
has to compensate until Pippen
returns sometime in January,
“*We have to find a way to
survive.

Halloween was called the
holiday of the bizarre after the
Boston Celtics came back from
a 20-point deficit, 32-12 in the
first quarter, and 43-34 at
halftime 1o outscore the Bulls,
34-15, to take the lead in the
third quarter, 68-58, and de-
=at Michael Jordan and the
defending champions, 92-85
His Aimess (Jordan) scored 16
of his 30 poinis in the last
quarter but it did not over-
haul the Celtics™ lead.

Marlins to disband? — The
Florida Marlins finished off
game seven of the World Series
in a dramatic 3-2 victory over
the Cleveland Indians. Yet
billionaire owner Wayne
Huizenga threatened to break
up the team, complaimng he
lost $34 million this year even
though the Marlins won. He
wants Laxpayers to build a new
ballpark for the world cham-
prons

He plans to slash the team
payroll from $54 million to $20
millions below which only the
Pittsburgh Pirates pay. This
means $10 million for Gary
Shelleld and $7 million for
Alex I'ernandez would leave
less than $3 million for the
other 23 players like Moises
Alou, Kevin Brown, Bobby
Bonilla, JeIl Conine, Robb
Nene, Devon White and Al
Leiter who will all be gone
with manager Jim Leyland if
the Marlin payroll is drasti-
cally reduced

I'he five-year Marlins are
unpopular m cities like Bos-
ton, Chicago or Cleveland that
have waited for decades for a
World Series title, Hampered
by sloppy plays and dismal TV
ratings, the World Series was
a smashing success in Miam
where 67,000 attended all four
games

L
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 COALITION OF PARTIES IN HOUSE
NO LONGER EXISTS -- MBC STUDY

THE coahition of par-
tics in the House of 1'ep-
resentatives no lon, er
exists, according to a i -
cent study by the Maka.
Business Club (MBC).

The MBC study noted
that therc were 47 con-
gressmen who run and won
under a united or coali-
tion party in 1995. How-
ever, after only two years
the coalition no longer
exists and many congress-
men have already switched
parties.

When the 10th Congress
convened in July 1995,
there were only six polit-
ical partics accounting for
the majority. 152 out of
204 congressmen run and
won under a coalition
party

The coalition party can-
didates arc formed when
a certain party accepted or
adopted other independent
candidate. who has no po-
litical party to represent
but popular to the mass-
es, as a guest candidate
for national or local posi-
tion.

Last July, the political
partv membership in the
House was changed. The
majority party. Lakas-
NUCD. increased its mem-
bership to 130 congress-
men from 114 in 1995, The
Nationalist Pecople’s Coa-
lition also increased its
members by seven, from
21 to 28 and the Liberal
Party. by seven, from four
to 11

Even the newly formed
Kapatiran ng Malayang
Pilipmo (KAMPI) got four
members

For 1998, MBC
study said a major change
in the configuration of the
House will take place with

the
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LOW HOUSE PROFILE: Representatives switching parties.

the introduction of the
partylist system in the ¢lec-
tion of sectoral represen-
tatives. As mandated by
law, the number of scc-
toral representatives will
be 20 percent of the total
number of congressmen

“This means there will
be over 40 scctoral repre-

sentatives for the |lth

Congress, it added.

At present, .the House

has 199 clected congress-
men. 21 sectoral represen-
tatives and five vacant
scats. Two congressmen
have been appointed by
President Fidel Ramos as
sceretarics of agriculturce
and,interior and local gov-
ernment and two others

have died due to illness.

This developed even as
Charlic Querijero, a po-
litical analyst. cited that
moving from one party to
another is a practice that
has somchow been mnsti-
tutionalized in Philippine
politics in a paper titled
The Philippine Political
Party Svstem: A Sad. Bad

Tale.

At the House, he point-
ed out. 21 lawmakers are
now associated with a new
political party after win-
ning under a different polit-
ical party in the 1995 ¢lec-
tions

Eleven are re-
clectionists, and none of
them returned to their

former parties. Nine can-
didates. who won under the
ruling-party Lakas-NUCD
in the 1995 clections, are
not back to their original
political parties.

Seven of the nine-party-
movers won in 1992, under
Laban ng Demokratikong
Pilipino. but moved to
Lakas-NUCD and won
again. Now, they returned
to Laban.

They are Reps. Carmelo
Lazatin of Pampanga,
Magdaleno Palacol of La-
guna, Emigdio Tanjuatco of
Rizal, Allen Quimpo of
Aklan. Miguel Romero of
Negros Occidental. Angel
Carloto of Zamboanga del
Norte, and Thelma A'mario
of Davao Orienta:

Rep. Roque Al ol
llocos Norte moved ron che
Kilusang Bagong Lipunan
(KBL) to Lakas-NUCD and
returned to KBL, and Rep.
Ma. Socorro Acosta moved
from the Liberal Party to
Lakas-NUCD and to LP
again

In an even strange twist,
two lawmakers won the 1992
1995
different pohitical parties
Since then they moved to yet
another political party

Rep Milagros Trimdad of
Batangas moved [rom the
Nacionalista to the
Nationahst People’s Coalition
(NPCY. ond 1s now with
Lakas-NUCI). Rep Celestino
Martinez of Cebu moved from
Laban to NPC, and is now
with Lakas-NUCD (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries)

and elections under

Party

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that
the estate of the late HILARIO
B, DIVINAGRACIA has been
gattled among s heirs in an
extrajudical sottlemant of astate
with absolute sale axecuted and
scknowledged before Notary
Public Virginia A Paragua, as
pot Doc. No. 299; Page No. 61,
Botk No, CCLXXI, Series of
1997 of her Notarial Register

WE FORUM

Nov. 10, 17 & 24, 1987
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COMMENTARY

ESTRADA VIOLATES
THE 11TH AND 12TH
‘COMMANDMENTS’?

By ARMAND L. MAGUILAS

T IS not strange for any aspiring politician to be
the subject of attacks that seek to undermine his
or her popularity and credibility. Even the most
powerful man in the world, US President Bill Clinton,
has not been spared from such moves.
And so is Vice President Joseph Estrada. The
Well. it could have just caught, ““Thou shalt not ad-
passed through except for mit it.”
one fatal mistake Estrada has “*He should have kept
made. He went against what  mum about the whole
men of hus character would  thing.”” a noted political
describe as the 1th and 12th  analyvst was overheard as
commandment: ““Thou shalt  sayimg. "By admitting his
not get caught.” and when  guilt. he unwittingly  fur-

verdicl. ™

sins will nol

nished himself an ill-fated

Many of the vice-presi-
dent’s supporters argue that
Estrada’s ““confirmed’™ " past
Imn any Wiy
affect his presidential bid
After all. he sull leads 1n

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 80 QUEZON CITY

IN RE. THE MATTER OF DECLARATION
OF PRESUMPTIVE DEATH OF ABSENTEE
CECILIA M, PERALTA
PROC. NO.  Q-96-28997
REGINALD M. PERALTA
Petitioner
X

AMENDED ORDER

This is a verified amended petition filed by petitioner thru counsel for the Declaration of
Presumptive Death of Absentee Cecilia M. Peralta.

The petition alleged that the petitioner and his wife Cecilia Peralta were married on June 19,
1972 belore Hon. Leonardo M. Rivera Acting City Judge of Quezon city; that they lived together
in their family home continuously and in blissful happiness for some nine (9) years following their
marriage; that out of their union they begot two (2) children, namely Sherwin Peralta, 23 years
old and Jayson Peralta 21 years old; that they have not acquired any conjugal property, that
the problem started when Cecilia Peralta become a ‘‘promo gl She often times went home
in the wee hours of the morning and sometimes would not go home for 2 to 3 days, that she
always loved to go in the company of her co-employees, who are all separated from their husband,
that everytime petitioner asked Cecilia of her whereabouts, she always reasoned out that she
had "‘promo meetings'' or had clients to attend to Sometimes Cecilia would not go home for
two to three days; that during the year 1981, the spouses’ quarrels became waorse as Cecilia
failed to fulfill her obligations as wife to petitioner and mother to their children, that the petitioner
could no longer fathom his wile's attitude, that due to their misunderstanding, his wife left the
conjugal house for three weeks, that she stayed with her friends Petitioner wooed her to return
home for the sake ol their children and she relented, that after one week, she returned again
to her usual practice of not going home for so many days and until finally, she never came
home; that the petitioner searched for his wife in the place where she worked, but he ./as
informed that she already resigned and transferred to another employment; that he sought the
help of his wile's parents, relatives, fnends but her whereabouts just the same could not be
located: that he even inquired from morgues and obituaries of newspaper but all his efforts bore
negative results, thus, petitioner is of reasonable belief that his wile s already dead

It appearing that the petition is sufficient in form and substance, let the hearing of the same
be set on NOVEMBER 28, 1997 at 8.30 a.m, before this Court, on which date, time and place
aforementioned all interested persans in the said petition may appear and show cause Il any,
why said petition should not be granted

Let copies of this Order be published once a week lor three (3) conseculive weeks n WE
FORUM, a newspaper of general circulation chosen in a raftle conducted by the Execulive Judge
of this Court.

S50 ORDERED

Quezon City, October 21, 1997

iSgd.) AGUSTIN 5. DIZON
Judge
WE FORUM
Nov. 10, 17 & 24, 1997

attack on Estrada’s moral glitches was delivered
right through the Senate’s podium by Sen. Fran-
cisco Tatad. With the media milled all around, the
next thing Estrada knew he was depicted as a phi-
landerer in every printed material available in town.

every popularity survey, with
only Sen. Gloria Macapagal-
Arrovo as his closest pur-
suer

that 1l the

-= the wvery

I'hev claym
vehicle
where Fsiradn’s popularniy
rests -- felt sore ol las extra-
marnital altours, he would not
have become the no 2 top
government official in the
country

But some think otherwise
They feel that Estrada’s ad-
mittance of his past misdeeds.
even with lns wafe s (ull sym-
pathetic understanding, can
eventually backfire i his bid
for the presidency next vear

VICE-PRES. ESTRADA: Under fire.

Already, Estrada’s popu-
larity ratings are declining
And some expect it to dip
further alter Tatad’s grave
allegations and his own ad-
mittance

As some analysts point out,
Iistrada’s staunchest support-
ers at the grassroots will
sooner or later realize that cor-
muption in government 15 puni_v
bome oul of expensive vices.
And these include women.

Reports have it that Estrada
keeps his musiresses well-
entrenched in mansions he
himsell subsidizes particularly

m a subdivision with a golf

SEN. TATAD: Accuser.

tag in 1ts name. This means,
as one analyst blatantly puts
it, "Erap has not stop wom-
anizing

According to the analyst
for Estrada to say that he is
no longer i his
extracurncular activities 1s to
really beg the question, He

“facltive™’

clmms that Estrada has very
voung children whose births
date back to only a eouple of
years. The vice president 1s
said to have more than five
illegitimate children, but one
can readily count more than
10

By former actress Laarni
Ennquez alone, Estrada 1s said
to have three young children,
of which the voungest was
born only last year at the
Makati Medical Center. With
Joy Melendrez, he has two
with the youngest being stll
in ils infancy

““The point here,” the
analyst stresses, 1s that “he
has not given up philander-
g’ as what he claimed i
recenl reports.

And if Estrada has not stop
in his extracurricular activi-
ties, this means that he can
go on and on even as he
assumes the presidency in the
evenl ]ll.: CImerges the winner
in next vear's presidential
elections

And this will mean he has
Lo plll up an enormous amounl
of money to sustain his worldly
vice. And where can he pos-
sibly get these enormous funds?

Perhaps. only God knows
where, (Manila Newsfeatures
and Commentaries)
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EDITORIAL

Cha-cha broken record

AD timing, bad taste
B Just when people had been lulled into believing the move
to tinker with the Constitution to do away with the one-term, six-
year constraint on the President’s term, it is resurrected again like
a broken record by one who least deserves remaining at Malacaiian
if only for squandering millions of government funds junketing
abroad and playing truant to his mandated duties at home even
in times of crises.

President Fidel Ramos has a record of inconsistencies from the
time he reneged on his pledge not to seek the presidency if he lost
at the Laban convention -- which he did -- to laying off from
amending the Constitution.

Now he has taken advantage of the centennial of the signing
of the Pact of Biak-na-Bato in San Miguel, Bulacan to revive his
campaign to revive the basic Charter so he can remain in power.
The use of a historic occasion for Ramos’ personal Charter-change
campaign was called bad timing by Sen. Miriam Defensor Santiago.

Ramos knows the political and economic instability he has
caused by prying how he an go about extending his stay at Malacaian
in the face of the currency depreciation in Thailand, Malaysia,
Indonesia and the Philippines that had its impact on the Hong
Kong market.

Shock waves reached London, Frankfurt and Japan. The New
York Stock Exchange crashed to an unprecedented low. Suddenly, the
whole world was in money trouble. The Philippines has still to weather
this global financial crisis but already, the country is feeling the heat
of El Nino even in November when the climate usually cools into
December.

Instead of focusing his energies toward coping with the devas-
tating effects of greenhouse gases and climate warming, President
Ramos is reviving Constitution amendment. He has been encouraging
the Charter-change movement after stating at the onset he was opposed
to it. With Pirma at the vanguard, messing around with the Con-
stitution if only to accommodate an overstaying President is a futile
cause. -

The momentum of the campaign was arrested by vehement public
protest which influenced both houses of Congress. The once per-
sistent House committee on Constitution amendment eventually bowed
down to the massive protest rally nationwide against Charter revision
which the Supreme Court support.

But the indefatigable Mr. Ramos, in his Sunday speech on the
Biak-na-Bato commemoration, surprised the opposition with his un-
calied for statement.

“If he will not respect a historic occasion to push his campaign

for Charter changes, how can he be expected to respect the people’s

sentiment about their Constitution? perorated Sen. Miriam Defensor
Santiago.

The President ought to let the drive to amend the Constitution
“rest in its grave,” said the leader of the three-party coalesced op-
position, Sen. Edgardo Angara. He said Ramos should dump the
Charter-change campaign for good ‘*because the political and eco-
nomic instability spawned by the Pirma drive was partly responsible
for the financial squeeze now gripping the country.” Amen to that.

TAGTUYOT NA NGA
CHA-CHA PA RIN NC

CHA-CHA - CHA-CHAPAKI
NA ¥ TAY roPars

BIAK NA BATO
— SPEECH

COMMEMORATION

Squatting

HAVING expenenced a lot of privation
and hunger, | svmpathize with fellow Pinovs
without rools over their heads and clothes on
then backs. like those who hve along esteros,
under bnidges and in other public places
I just couldn’'t make mysell” com-
miserate with those who squat on private
property

If the Lina law, which requires that squat-
ters be assured of relocation sites before they

However

are evicted. 1s bad enough, the recent repeal
of PD 772. which penalized squatting. 1s worse
(The Lina law is named after its principal
sponsor, then Senator, now Laguna Gov. loey
Lina.)

The repeal will embolden professional
squatters -- they who are abetted by self-styled
human-nghts “activists”" and scheming pol-
iticians -- to wreak further havoe m Metro
Manila, Cebu City and other hghly urban-
ized cities. Like 1t or not, squatter colomes
are fertile breeding grounds for cniminality
aside [rom their being ecological blights

Inguirer columnist Neal Cruz, a property
owner viclimized by squatters, has wished 1o
Heaven that squatters will now invade the
lands of General-President Ramos, Lina, and
Senator Honasan. the principal sponsor of the
bill scrapping the Marcosian decree. Cruz has
a point

Squatting is squatting, and the lact thal

-
ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

it’s worsening by the day 1s an indictment
against the Ramos administration and that of
his predecessor They have miserably failed
to address the problem All we see are white
elephants like those **Pabahay sa Riles'" wafer-
thin buildings and those already rotting, un-
occupied condos along the Coastal Road --
housing projects supposedly intended for the
poor

I'm no admurer of Lito Osmena, but | think
he deserves a pat lor his plan to develop
provinces so as to make them competitive
with Metro Manila and Cebu City. In other
words, to make these anthills less attractive
to provincial ants

The problem is. Osmefia will never be
President, elections or no elections in 1998

What will happen is, Metro Manila will
become a much, much bigger squatter colony
in a year or two

Our Dr. Frankenstein has just created
another monster

We Forum
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AND HEARTH

by EDITA 7. BURGOS

Memories and
paper boats

KIDS will always find things to do even
during inclement weather when their move-
ments are supposed to be limited by the rains.
Unlike adults, [ guess kids even welcome the
rains, mainly because classes are suspended
so they can stay home and play instead, 1 still
have to meet a little child who would prefer
to go to school when he has the excuse to stay
home

When we were young Kids, one of the reasons
we welcomed the rains was the chance to play
with paper boats and see them float on the
rainwater that came from the down spout. The
waler ran directly under the veranda. All that
we had to do was drop the paper boats and
off they would sail towards the street ditch

During these past days, when my grand-
children, a boy of 4 and a girl of 6, had to
stay home because of the rams, they asked me
to make paper boats for them. I thonght that
they wanted to color the boats as they usually
do with everv paper tov that 1 fold for them.
But after getting their boats. they went back
to their rooms and emerged with their caps in
their hands and proceeded to the door. Sus-
pecting something, 1 followed them. True
enough, they were starting to put on their boots

I almost forbade them [rom going out but
held my tongue. They guessed what 1 had in
mind, so they looked up at me expectantly,
caps and boots 1n place and their boats in their
hands, vet no arguments came. ['hey stared at
me for a few seconds, then | asked them to
wail. I rushed in, got their raincoats and lorti-
fied them against the ramn. Then [ called their
lolo who was approaching the house at that
time, dripping from head 1o toe, to accompany
them. (The last precaution was to prevent any

accidents in case they slipped at the bank el

the man-made lagoon or the lishpond.)

| need not have worried. Their intention
was just to sail their boais in the small canal
a few meters just mn front ol the house The
new canal, about ten inches wide and a foot
deep was dug to allow extra rain water to flow
oul of the rice paddies. It snaked from the
rice fields through mango, eucalyptus and small
trees and spilled into the pond and span about
15 melers or so.

The voices carried by the wind could not
be drowned by the strong regular pilter patter
of the raindrops. Deep throaty teasing blend-
ing with the shrill tinkling cheers of children’s
laughter assured me, who preferred to remain
dry as | worked on my embroidery nside the
house.”

More than thirty minutes elapsed before
the voices indicated that they were on their
way back. Still having reservations at allow-
ing them to go out in the rain, | went to their
room lo get towels... just in case. Betore |
could reach the door, they were coming in
lolo, wet and cold and grandchildren, dry and
giggling, all claiming that their boats were the
fastest and sturdiest ;

All my fears suddenly disappeared. In fact,

Centennial compasses

ITHAT old fox Jaime Zobel has up and done
il again

White no one else was looking, he sneaked
quietly into his plush platinum pad and began
putting together an exotic hitle contraption

which, lacking blueprints and the means of

identifving them as something better than the
specs ol an old Popular Mechanics model
arrplane drawing, 1s now known to the time-
keeping trade as a ~swatch ™ :

LE R L2 ]

Swatch, " the man calls lus creation, which
1s lus entry mto the whirling, spinning world
of the June 12, 1998 Centennial celebrations

F'rom where the congemitally clumsy like
this writer sits, *“swatch™ can only mean what
the word spells out. It's a watch with the letter
“*s7" built into its first svllable, [t will tell the
time. Maybe even the phases of the moon. But
I don’t think 1t will give the exact date and
hour when Fidel Ramos reaffirms his deter-
mination not to stand for reelection. He did
that before Cory and Cardinal Sm. Or did he?

(IR

But who knows, Jaime might, in a playful
mood, do what his cousin Ennque would surely
do, given the same opportunity. He could decide
to slip 1n an optional button or two, the belter
to signal all and sundry about the possibility
ol such a reaffirmation. The demand for this
optional gimmick would be limited to Presi-
dential candidates, their respective parties and
dichard followers. Not enough to warrant setting
up-a Swiss-walch-making subsidiarv in Makati
But ¢nough incentive, we venture to say, lo
allow the swaltch inventor to charge a thump-
ing rovalty or fee to get the answer 1o o question
whose answer no one seems to have the hazi-

est notion aboul
(LR T e

Joke however we nught about Zobel's swatch,
laime's contribution remains a good start. Not
every Tomas, Carding and Kano will likely be
able to aflord one. But the ract ol its exclu-
swvity 15 itselt the ““swalel’s™™ password to
celebrity status. As swaltches begin moving under
the steamimg, commercial libido that overhangs
Makati. vou can expect Centenmal activity to
pick up

I thanked my angel for “whispering” that | allown
them to enjoy the rain and their boats

I wonder, how many children today have
this opportunity to sail paper boats?

IHad my over-protectiveness prevailed, |
would have kept them indoors and the oppor-
tumty would have been lost forever Yes. there
would be riins but then Migoy would no longer
be 4 and Camille, 6, and that would have
removed the magic in paper boats The chance
to create memories about paper boats may not
come again. Who knows in the future, lakes
and ditches may be a thing of the past

1 still remember quite clearly how my father
would fold paper boats for us, while we (my
brother and myself) were [lat on our stomachs,
trying to reach as far as we could so our boals
would land upright on the water. | must have

been 4 then, but | ¢learly remember how my ¢

father looked like when he was happy.. a
memory | shall always treasure

Camille and Migoy are lucky. Now, they
would have happy moments ol paper boats and
their lolo stored in their memories, long after
we would have gone on. | hope that they would
learn too that they should grab opportunities
to carve oul memories for their own children
No one can live a meaningful life without mem-
ories

As an Indian saying goes “*withoul mem-
ories, we are as the wind blowing on the buflalo
grass, "’

LA L
| for one can foresee mock battles breaking
out in honor of revolutionary heroes who were
never before mentioned in Philippine history.
The purchase of pedigrees, if not fictitious
events, 1s a time-honored practise in all na-
tions smart enough to realize its cash surren-
der value. Makati - and the Philippines --
might never be the same again
EREEw
| hope someone with a lot of cash -- and
a mind as ventive and bustling as Jaime
Zobel's - comes up with a plan for an inexpen-
sive, multipurpose Centenmal Compass. Such
a device 1s badly needed in the Philippines.
[t will give course and direction to national
development. It wall also, if it is any good,
waken many Filipinos to the totally extrater-
restrial notion that i ilustrados broke into the
pages ol history the way they did, here and
in other countries, there was a sound extrinsic
reason for it. They had effective, persevering
agents of change (and of sound) who were
around longer than they were.
LA R L L
I foresee such a compass, in the hands of
competent designers, providing extra, non-
optional buttons for various mew operations.
One button will {lash averaged-out selections

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P. CHAN

of Manoling Morato’s Lotto draws. The im-
mediate effect of this button will be to save
time for bettors who are in a hurry to get home
before Morato’s betting shops close. Armed
with all possible number combinations, they
will get home in time for dinner. No more
kursunada bets here. Just science.
LR L L

The compass should work just as well on
basketball games, election contests, miscella-
neous activities. Things millions of people do
every day will be covered. Internet supplies
this information but you need expensive equip-
ment to run it. With the compass, all you have
to do is to press a bulton. And when it wears
out, it will behave like some of our most
cherished political heroes. It will self-destruct.

Try that on your next edition of your
“*swath,"" Jaime.

PHILIPPINE BANKING CORPORATION,

Versus -

UNICO APPAREL, INC.,

X

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
QUEZON CITY

Mortgagee,
& ESTELITA C. MATEO,

Mortgagors,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

FILE NO. FRE NO. 2071
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135
AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

X

Banking Corporation, mortgagee,

Filinvest |, Capitol Dist.,

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Philippine
against Unico Apparel, Inc.,
s, with residence and postal address at Filinvest |, Fairview, Q.C
Quezon City to satisly the mortgaged indebtedness which as of August
15, 1997 amounts to FIVE MILLION NINE HUNDRED THIRTY SiX THOUSAND SIXTY FOUR PESOS

& Estelita C. Mateo, Mortgagor/
and/or No. 2 Mt. Whitney St,,

AND 64/100 (P5,936,064.64) excluding penalties charges, attorney's fees and all the legal fees
and expenses for the foreclosure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sherifl of Quezon City or her duly
authornized Deputy. will sell at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine
Currency, on the 25th day of NOVEMBER, 1997, at 10:00 o'clock in the morning, or soon
therealter, infront of the main entrance of the Hall of Justice |beside the Quezon City Hall)
Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City, the lollowing described real estate property, together with
all the improvements existing therean, to wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. RT-4393 (280795) -

Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 25, BIk 7 of the cons. subdn. plan (LRC} Psd-16631, being a portion
of the cons of Lots 28, 29 & 30, all described on plan Pcs-326 | LRC Rec. No. 1037), situated
in Capitol Dist., of Quezon City. Bounded on the NE., pts. 2-3 by Lot 24, Blk, 7; on the SE.,
pts 3-4 by Road Lot B: on the SW,, pts. 4-1 by Lot 26, and on the NW.. pts. 1-2 by Lot
3, both of Blk. 7, all ot the cons. subdn. plan. x x x containing an area of THREE HUNDRED
1300) SQUARE METERS, more or less.

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. 2807966 (PR-3448B0)
Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

A parcel of land (Lot 26, Blk, 7 of the cons. subdn. plan (LRC) Pcs-16631, being a portion
ol the consolidation of Lots 28, 28 & 30, all described on plan Psu-32606, LAC Rec. No. 1037),
situated in Capitol Dist.,, Quezon city, Bounded on the NE, pts. | to 2 by Lot 25, Blk. 7; on
the SE., pts. 2 to 3 by Road Lot B, on the SW., points 3 to 4 by Lot 27 and points 4 lo
5 by Lot 28, and on the NW,, points 5 ta 1 by Lot 2, all of Blk. 7, and on the cons. subdn,
plan, x % x x containing an area of THREE HUNDRED (300) SQUARE METERS, more or less,

Prospective. bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title of
the said real estate property and the encumbrances thereon, If any there be

Quezon City, Philippines, October 16, 1997

MERCEDES S. GATMAYTAN
Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sherift

(Sgd.) SILVERIO P. BERNAS
ISherift in Charge}

MARINO V., CACHERO
Sherift VI
WARNING
It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destioy this Notice of Sherift's Sale, on or
before the date of the auction sale under penalty of the law.
COPY FURNISHED:
1. ATTY., NOEL S.R. JOSE, 3rd Fir., Philbank Bldg., 6797 Ayala Ave.. Makati City
2. UNICO APPAREL. INC., Filinvest I, Fairview, Q.C.
3. ESTELITA €. MATEO, No. 2 Mt. Whitney St.. Filinvest |, Capitol Dist., Quezon City

WE FORUM

Oct, 27, Nov. 3 & 10, 1997
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UNEMPLOYMENT, HIGH PRICES

" FILIPINOS’ MOST |
VITAL PROBLEMS |

By NICK REBONG

NEMPLOYMENT and high prices remain the most important problems

of the country.

At least, this is the perception of the majority of Filipinos, according
to a survey conducted by the Social Weather Station (SWS).

The results of the survey,
which was conducted last June,
were presented by Mahar
Mangahas, SWS president,
during a recent business fo-
rum,

According to the survey, 61
percent of the respondents felt
that the most important prob-
lem of the country was eco-
nomic; 21 percent, crime; 8
percent, govemance, | percent,
miscellaneous, and 0.5 percent,
natural calamities. About 9
percent of the respondents did
nol give any answer,

Curiously, the results of the
survey hardly vaned [rom those
of a similar survey conducted
in December 1993, At (hat
time, 63 percent ol the respon-
dents identified economic as
the most important problem
18 percent, cnime; 7 percent,
governance, 0.6 percent, mis-
cellaneous; 4 percent, natural

calamities. About 9 percent of

the respondents likewise did
nol give any answer,

On economic problems,
unemployment topped the hst
with 23.5 percenl of the re-
spondents. It was followed by
high prices and inflation, 22.3
percent, poverty and low
wages, 5.3 percent; economy,
3.9 percent; utilities, 2.0 per-
cent; food and agriculture, 1.2
percent; transportation and
traffic, 1.0 percent; foreign
@ debt, 0.8 percent;, population,
0.5 percent; and others, 0.1
percent

On crime problems, drug
addiction ranked high with 9.0
percent of the respondents; il
was followed by no peace and
order, 4.5 percent; rape, 3.1

percent, murder and massacre,
2.5 percent; kidnapping, 1.2
percent, hold-up and robbery,
0.6 percent. and others, 0.3
percent

On governance problems,
grafl and corruption was eas-
ily number one with 5.1 per-
cent of the respondents. It was
followed by too much politics
and political rmivals, 1.3 per-
cent, injustices, 0.6 percent;
others, 0.4 percent; and insur-
gency and reconciliation, 0.3
percent

Mangahas presented the
results of the survey to illus-
trate his point that SWS sur-
veys are useful not only for
tracking the people’s econom-
ic conditions but also for
understanding their attitudes
towards specific economic
policies, particularly when
economic reforms are being
conlemplated

In the context of a demo-
cratic society, he said, il pays
to regularly monitor the
grassrools perspective of eco-
nomic progress and to appre-
ciate the people’s expeclations
form, as well as their anxi-
eties about any policy chang-
es.

Mangahas pointed out that
the SWS, a non-stock, non-
profit social research organi-
zation, has been conducting
surveys al the national level
quarterly from 1992 to the
present and semi-annually
during 1986-1991

e cited the lollowing as
some of the many interesting
lindings ol the survey

e The gainers/losers and
optimists/pessimists indicators

NO JOBS: Top headach

are very useful due to their
high sensitivity to economic
conditions. What makes peo-
ple feel better or worse over
time, both retrospectively and
prospectively, is not so much
their acquisition or loss of any
specific assets as their increase
or decrease in general eaming
capacity.

» The scale of poverty as
self-appraised is much great-
er than as defined by official
criteria. Bottom-up poverty
thresholds are bigger than
official poverty lines, and are
much more realistic.

« The incidence of self-rated
over 1993-1997 has fluctuat-
ed both upward and inward.
On a year-to-year basis, il is
correlated much more to the
trends in inflation than to the
trends in gross national prod-
uct per capita. Over the last
three years, the trend in self-
rated poverty has been gener-
ally downward.

= As traced by an econom-
ic sentiment index using the
preceding indicators, the
grassrools economic situation
as of mid-1997 is generally
much better than in earlier
years. Al the same time, how-
ever, the progress has been

noticeably much more concen-.

trated i Metro Manila and
Luzon and in middle-to-upper
classes in Visayas and
Mindanao and in the lower and
lowest classes.

e Adult unemployment is
primarily a problem of the
vouth aged 18-24 and of
women. Fortunately, this prob-
lem as of mid-1997 is less
severe than in earlier years

e The national administra-
tion gets moderately good
ratings from the people in terms
ol its dealings with economic
issues. However, the govern-
ment’s effort 1o fight inflation

is the one issue in which®

dissatisfaction has been very
persistent

« A clear majority of Fil-
ipinos feel that they have
benefited from the admimstra-
tion’s programs. For quite a
number of them the scale has
been large. All broad areas of
the country and all social class-
es have benefited 1n more or
less similar way. (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries)

OIL EXPLORATION: No New wells,

OIL EXPLORATION IN RP
DROPS TO LOWEST EBB

By PAUL ICAMINA

OIL exploration 1n the Philippines is back
where it started in 1986

And it will need a very aggressive promo-
tion campaign to bring back the attention of
o1l investors to the Philippine. And a lot more
of mvestment money,

““We are almost similarly situated as in
1986 when the petroleum industry plunged to
its lowest ebb,”" said Milagros V. Reyes of
Petrofields Exploration and Development Co.,
Inc.

Exploration drilling dropped *‘disastrous-
ly’’ from nine wells in 1991 to zero so far in
1997, Reyes told a symposium on energy
sponsored by the Department of Science and
Technology and the Department of Energy

Local oil exploration started nearly 100 years
ago but it was only in 1975 when the first
significant oil find was made. Two other oil
fields were subsequently put onstream which,
at its peak, supplied 20 percent of the national
daily crude requirement

In 1995, however, the country’s oil dwin-
dled to a dismal 800 barrels of oil per day,
equivalent to only 0.2 percent of daily require-
ments

In 1997, oil consumption is 320,000 bar-
rels of oil per day at a cost of approximately
$6 million a day, or $2.4 billion a vear

What happened was that the political tur-
moil which followed People Power “‘scared
off"" foreign exploration. Filipino companies
left behind could not sustain drilling activities
which is extremely capital intensive

“*Nobody was investing mn oil exploration
and no wells were being drilled,”" Reyes said
““We ran out of steam because we ran oul of
funding

The o1l 1s still there but can be found only
by drilling many wells. She said that in In-
donesia they drill more than 20 wells a month
while only 400 wells have been drilled in the
Philippines in 100 vears.

Looking at local drilling statistics, Reyes

said that a discovery follows active and .ag-
gressive exploration. **So why don't we not
keep on exploring and dnlling? Unfortunately
drlling o1l wells is an extremely expensive
and very risky undertaking,”” she said

A typical offshore exploration costs $9.1
million - or P309 million — of which $8 million
1s for just one test well. If the well discovers
oil -- and later proven to be of commercial
quantity — development can go from $150 million
to $1 billion.

“With this magnitude of expenditure for
12 to 18 months, only the truly serious oil
explorations would invest in this business,”
Reves said, “*although the rewards are extremely
high."”

“*We believe the Philippines is still one of
the few remaining underexplored areas in the
world with great potenual for medium to large
sized oil fields,”” she said.

**We have areas of discovered and proven
resources 1n northwestern Palawan, Mindoro,
and the Visayan Sea,”" Reyes said

Northwestern Palawan has proven reserves
of no less than 100 million harrels of oil and
2.5 tnllion cubic feet of gas, she said. Mindoro
and the Visayan Sea have probable reserves
of about 300 million barrels of oil

“But these have remained undeveloped,™
she said. The Galoc-Octon-Linapacan area will
need funding in the order of $300 mullion which
the Camago-Malampaya development report-
edly will need about $2 billion.

““We are now competing for attention here
in the Far East with India, Myanmar, Thai-
land, and China whe have had betier geologic
showings,”” Reyes said, “*When it comes to
discoverability, we may now appear (o be less
than attractive because of the failure of West
Linapacan field and the absence of positive
results from the wells we drilled the past three
years, "’

A string of poor results usually dnives foreign
oil investors away, she added. (MNC)
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SCIENTISTS have discov-
ered and cloned the gene for
a protein that initiates the
scorching pain felt from eat-
ing a chili pepper

The protein 1s sensiive to
chemical stimuli and to tis-
sue-damaging levels of heat
stimuli.

Capsaicin, the active in-
gredient in hot peppers, car-
ries out its action by binding
to a specific receptor -- a
protein that sits on the.sur-
face of a neuron. Capsaicin
is known to cause tngling and
burning pain by directly stim-
ulating specific pamn-sensitive
neurons in the mouth and skin

The researchers belheve that

. PROTEIN INITIATES PAIN
OF RED-HOT CHILI PEPPER

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

that the same receptor that
binds capsaicin on the sur-
I‘iICL' l‘ll‘ pam=-sensing neurons
also detects burming heat,”
says David Julius of the
Universily of California at San
Francisco. “*We believe that
hot peppers feel hot because
capsaicin and heat stimulate
the same protein sensor in the
neurons.

The finding not only re-
veals how intense heat and
hot peppers prompt pain, but
also could lead o new treat-
ments lor the more than 97
million Americans who suf-
fer chronic, debilitating head-
aches, back pain or arthritic
pain,

address this prospeet and
develop new and more effec-
tive drugs lor treating pain

Drugs that bind 1o the
protein may be capable of
blocking the activation of
pain-sensing nerve cells or
neurons, thereby interfering
with the perception of pain.

In the second part of the
study, the researchers cloned
the gene for the capsaicin
receptor. Previous research has
suggested that molecules that
target the capsaicin mecha-
nisms could be promising pain-
controlling substances

But the testing of such drugs
was difficult because 1t re-
quired the tedious 1solation of
pain-sensing neurons from mice

the activation of the receptor
triggers a sequence of bio-
chemical changes in the neu-
rons that leads to the sensa-  dromes,
ton ol pan

“Remarkably, we found

“The protein we identified
might malfunction
tribute to chronic pain syn-
" savs Julius
the gene for this protein n
hand, 1t 15 now possible to

or rats

“The closing of the gene
for the capsaicin receplor will
enable us to produce large
quantities of the protein in cells
grown in petri dishes, making
1L easier Lo test the effective-

and con-

“With

CONFLICTING LAND USE & WATERSHEDS

1.OS BANOS -- Conflicting land uses and
inappropnate land classification threaten the
integrity of Philippines watersheds. So do
continued encroachment and illegal occupan-
cy,

““Watersheds areas are beset with contlict-
ing land uses such as mining, quarrying, graz-
ing, resettlement, golf courses, and so on,™
said Jesus A. Javier who heads the Refores-
tation Division, Forest Management Bureau,
Department of Environment and Natural Re-
sources. “‘These incompatible land uses and
destructive practices continue o exert pres-
sure and affect the viability of watershed
ecosystems, ™

Significant portions of most watershed-arcas
are classilied as alienable and disposable, Javier
told the 3rd Multi-Sectoral Forum on Water-
shed Management held at the Forestry Devel-
opment Center, College of Forestry, Universi-
ty of the Philippines Los Bafios. **This has
limited government efforts to implement water-
shed development projects.”™

He said illegal occupancy remains a major
problem. **While existing regulations mandate
the eviction and relocation of people inside
walershed areas, governmenl resources have
been very limited for this purpose,’’ sard Javier

In the same forum, Dr. Rex Victor O, Cruz,
FDC director, estimated that more than 9 milhon
people inhabit -- legally or otherwise — forest
lands. He said at least 18.5 million people live
in the uplands. This is about one-third of the
country’s population that largely depended on
forests for their daily subsistence.

About 70 percent of the country’s total land
area of 30 million hectares are considered
watersheds, comprising of 421 river basins with
drainage areas ranging from 5,000 has. to 2.5
million has., Javier said.

As ol September 30, there are 12 walter-
sheds compnsing 1,377,085 has. The five largest
are in Central Luzon (221,385 has.), Auton-
omous Region of Mushm Mindanao (182,354
has. ), Western Visayas (131,777 has.), Cagavan
Valley (119,261 has.), and Northern Mindanao
(114,970 has ). The smallest are in the Ilocos
(6,167 has.). Western Mindanao (11,456 has.).
and Eastern Visayas (30,017 has.).

These watersheds supply the water require-
ments of several large irmgation systems, multi-
million peso hydroelectric dams, and domestic
as well as industrial water systems. Among
the most important are the Agno and Cagayan
river basins in northern Luzon, Pampanga river
basin in Central Luzon, llog-Hilabanggan in
the Visayas, and the Agusan and Mindanao
river basins in Mindanao

A walershed (also called catchment, basin,
or drainage area) was defined by Cruz as an
area which collects water and is drained by
a river system with an outlet, extending from
the ridge down to the stream for which water
1s collected.

A walershed 15 not necessarily upland or in
mountain areas, It could be lowland, agricul-
tural, forested, and even urban

““There 1s yet to be a clear-cut and com-
prehensive watershed management policy in
the Philippines,”” said Javier. *‘Regulations
pertaining to walershed management are scal-
tered in several policy issuances and admin-
istrative orders of the government.”

One of the more pressing concerns, he said,
is the need to integrate various provisions related
to watershed management into a single and
distinct policy. ‘*Moreover, there is a critical
need to assess the effectiveness of these pol-
icies,”” Javier said. (MNC Agri News Ser-
vice)

ness of potential treatments,”’
Julius says

The researchers plan to de-
termine how capsaicin or heat
turns on the capsaicin recep-
tor. **Biochemical studies will
help to pinpoint regions of the
receptor that are most impor-
tant for recognizing these trig-
gers,”" says Julius. ““This in-
formation will help to guide
the development of new
drugs.””

In addition, the research-
ers will determine if capsai-
cin receptors communicate their
signal through other proteins
within pain-sensing neurons

The study 1s published 1n
a recent issue of the journal
Nature. (MNC Environment,
Science and Technology News

HOT PEPPER: New use.

Servige)

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
2ND MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT OF SILANG-AMADEO
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION
SILANG, CAVITE

Land Reg Case No. 96-008 LRA Record No. N-66491

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

To the Hon. Solicitor General, Office ‘ol the Solicitor General, 134 Amaorsolo 5t., Lepgaspi
Village, Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau, Escolta. Manila: the Regional Executive
Director, Region IV, DENA, L & S Bldg 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita. Manila; the Hon. Secretary,
Department of Public Works and Highways, Bonifacio Drive, Port Area, Manila: the Hori. Secretary,
Department of Agrarian Reform, PTA Bldg., Elliptical Road, Diliman, the Director, Forest Manage:
ment Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City, Metro Manila; tho Provincial Governor,
the Provincial Prosecutor, the General Services Officer, the Provincial Engineer, the Public Waorks
and Highways District Engineer, the CENR Officer, CENARO, Land Management Sector, Trece
Martires City, the Municipal Mayor, the Municipal Council, Silang, Cavite, Francisco Penaranda,
E. Villanueva St., Silang, Cavite; Diosdado Bayan, Tubuan, Silang, Cavite, Federico Royes, Florante
Baysan, both in Brgy Lucsuhin, Silang, Cavite; AND TO ALL WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

An application having been filed in the above entitled case by SPS. PRICILO MASUNGSONG
and LEONIDA BAYSAN. Luksuhin, Silang, Cavite, assisted by Atty. Irineo A. Anarna, #11 Madlansacay
St., Poblacion, Silang, Cavite praying for the registration and confirmation of the title to the
following described land

A parcel of land (Lot 2833 Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre, as shown on plan Ap-04-009130, |
L.R.C. Record No |, situated in the Brgy. of San Miguel, Mpty. of Silang, Province of Cavite.
Bounded on the W., along line 1-2 by Lot 2832, on the N, along line 2-3 by Lot 2B38, along
line 3-4 by Lot 2837, along line 4-5 by Lot 2836, on the E., along line 5:6 by Lot 2834, on
the S.. along line 6-1 by Lot 2831, all of Cad-452-D, Silang Cadastre, Beginning at a point marked
““1'" on plan, being S. 68 deg. 52'W.. 1299.84 m. from B.L.L.M. No. 1, Cad-452-D, Silang
Cadastre.

thence N. B9
thence 89 deg
thence 87 deg
thence 80 deg.

13.42 m. to
13.42 m. 'to
41.01 m. to point 4;
17.43 m. to point 5;

thence S. 0O deg. 11'W., 69.86 m. to point 6;

thence 88 deg. 04'W., 73.02 m. to the point of beginning,
containing an area of FOUR THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED SEVENTY SIX (4,876) SQ. METERS.
All points referred to are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by P.S5. cyl. conc,
mons. 15 x 60 e¢m; bearings grid, date of original survey, June 17-29, 1981 and date prepared
Aug. 26, 1995 and was approved on Sept. 27, 1995,

You are hereby served this notice to appear before this Court at its session to be held at
MCTC, Silang, Cavite, Philippines on the 10th day of December, 1997 at 2:00 P.M.. then and
there to present such claim as you may have to said land or any portion thoreotf, and to submit
svidence in support of such claim and unless you appear at said Court at the time and place
aforesaid, your default will be recorded and the title to the land will be adjudicated and determined
in accordance with law and the evidence before the Court and thereafter you will forever be
barred from contesting said application (or petition) or any decree entered thereon

Witness: the HON JOSE A. MENDOZA. Acting Judge of said Court, the 27th day ol August,
1997,

lssued at Quezon City, Philippines, this 16th day of September,

ATTEST

01'E..
01'E..
O7'E..
Vi1 2

deg point 2;

point 3,

1997,

REYNALDO Y. MAULIT
Administrator
Land Registration Authority
A True Copy: By
(Sgd.) ADELAIDA |. CARAIG (Sgd.) SALVADOR E. ORIEL
Chief, Publication of MNotices Section Chief, Docket Division

WE FORUM

November 10, 1987
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P4.00 IN METRO MANILA

RP MONEY: Less value.

PURCHASING POWER OF PESO AT PRESENT
IS EQUAL TO THAT OF 40 CENTAVOS IN 1988

HE purchasing power of the peso is equal to
that of about 40 centavos in 1988.

This was revealed by Rep. Feliciano R.
Belmonte (Lakas-NUCD, Quezon City) as he took
the floor of the House of Representatives last week
to sponsor the proposed budget of the National
Economic and Development Authority (NEDA) for
1998 as. contained in House Bill 10095,

The NEDA budget amounted to P153,000.617 repre-
senting a k4 percent increase from that in 1997,

[nterpellated by Rep. Edcel Lagman (Laban. Albay).
Belmonte pointed to National Statistics Office (NSO) records
showing (hat since June 1988, the purchasing of the peso
had fluctuated from 41.8 centavos to 41.2 centavos

Asked on the impact of the 30 percent peso depreci-
ation that started last July 11. he replied that the inflation
rate is being reckoned. not the exchange rate

Belmonte noted that the inflation rate is based on the
consumer price index (CPI) that is based on the average
price ol a basket of goods of which 58 perceut consists
of foodstuff with little foreign content. He said the CPI
should be the basis for determining the price index

Against this backdrop. Lagman argued that the coun-
try 1s affected by the currency crisis since the goods bought
by Dhouscwives have tmported components. saying that
statistics should be given clearly and truthfully to deal
with the problem squarely.

Belmonte cited the reports of the NSO and the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry monitoring team indicating
that the impact of the currency crisis on the Philippine
economy is nol that great.

He pointed out that the people have become alarmed
by the situation because media reports are focused on a
few things such as oil and transportation fare.

“The prices of goods and vegetables have been stable
not only due to the ample supply but to the absence of
major typhoons that hamper the roads linking to the
market.”” Belmonte said quoting the NSO head.

Belmonte referred to a NEDA study saying that *‘the
resulting oil price hikes in August and September from
the currency movement was estimated to increase the
inflation rate by 0.18 percentage points, and the transport
fare hike is expected to have an impact of 0.8 to one
percentage points in prices.”’

“*On the overall, these price hikes would still be within
the 6 percent to 6.5 percent estimate of the inflation rate,"
the study added.

Belmonte stressed that the average weight of the price
hike except for gasoline was lower than the price index
in February of 1997,

Lagman asked for a copy of the study as this was a
briel on the oil triumvirate so he could validate the fig-
arcs: He sought clarification from Socio-ecconomic Plan-
it'ing Secretary Cielito Habito. NEDA director-general, on

By NICK REBONG

the effect of the country’s subordination of the economic
policies to the World Trade Organization (WTO) and
globalization to the present economic crisis

In reply. Belmonte said the country’s adherence to the
WTO has its ups and downs but the consensus shows that
it has a positive implication and. for this reason, the country
adhered to the WTO

He contended that the country’s adherence to WTO
has nothing to do with the present situation.

Lagman observed that in the six-point plan to survive
the financial storm. the fifth portion of the agenda was
to continue with the program liberalization He said this
is part of the dictates of the WTO -- as mentioned by the
President during the Asia-Pacific Economic Council (APEC)

meeting in Manila last year -- that by the year 2004 the
Philippines would be fully liberalized.

He asked if the NEDA is endorsing the program of
liberalization,

Belmonte replied that by the year 2000 the country
will ‘have a uniform tariff level of 5 percent with the
exception of highly sensitive agricultural products that
will continue to have higher tariff rates.

On the fifth portion of the agenda, he said the objec-
tive 1s 1o keep the momentum for reform and enhance
competition

Belmonte also said that the NEDA is endorsing the
present adhere to the WTO. (Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries)

NEW RECRUIT: President Ramos swears in Sen. Ramon Magsaysay, Jr. as a member of the ruling party Lakas-
NUCD-UMDP during eath-taking rites at the Magsaysay Room of the Malacafiang Museum recéently. The only son
of the late President Ramon *‘The Guy™ Magsaysay, the Zambales lawmaker, of the Liberal Party, is the latest
of four senators to switch to the administration party. Also in photo arc (from left) Sen. Neptali Gonzales, Speaker
Jose de Venecia Jr., and Senz2tor Heherson Alvarez (Malacanang Photo)
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