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SCRAMBLE AMONG ‘PRESIDENTIABLES’
HEATS UP, TOP NOMINEES’ CHOICE
CAUSE POLITICAL PARTY SPLITUPS ¢

DREDGING
TO KILL
LAGUNA
DE BAY
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RIN Gs HONGKONG FORUM: President Ramos, keynoting the 1997 World Economic Fo-
rum’s Sixth East Asia Economic Summit in Hongkong last week, assures the world’s f
! \

top business leaders that the Philippines’ and East Asia’s economic prospects remain
RAP P ED bullish and promising. The President also urged the chieftains of the world’s top corporations

the Americas to promote interdependence premised on cooperation. (Malacaniang

1 2 who gathered for the summit to build networks for growth across Asia, Europe and
‘
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More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build
classrooms P
for our youth. |

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education,
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In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
built from incomgremitted to the President’s Social
Fund, providing learning facilities & thousands of
Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares.

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EDITORIAL REPORT

" TOP NOMINEES’ CHOICE
CAUSE PARTY SPLITUPS

By ERIC S. GIRON

OCTOBER 20-26, 1997

HE configuration of the 1998 presidential
contest should no longer be enigmatic after
President Fidel Ramos vowed **1 shall not run
for President, period, period, period,” which is a depar-
ture from his options-open stance until the Lakas Party

The situation was altered after the Lakas-NUCD
allowed Mr. Ramos to play king-maker in naming
the administration party’s presidential nominee. All
doors were shut against *‘importing’’ a candidate
like Sen. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo.

convention in November.

Afler registering her own
party, Kabalikal ng Malayvang
Pilipine (Kampi) with the
Commussion on Elections n
September, Arrovo stll nur-
tures hope thalt President
Ramos will endorse her de-
spite the Lakas aspirants

In the consolidated opposi
tion, Laban ng Makabavang
Masang Pilipino, a Laban ng
Demokratikong Pilipino offi-
cunl smd s members will
betrav the chairman. Sen
Edgardo Angara, by voling for
Partido ng Masang Pilipino
chairman, Vice President Jo-
seph Estrada. as the most
popular presidential nominee

In fact Cebu Rep John
Osmena walked out of the
Laban meeting Wednesday and
resigned [rom the opposition
party. Osmena led Laban Reps
Fideel Lagman, Teresa Aquino-
Oreta, Miguel Romero and
Ramon Bagatsing Jr. who
agreed Angara had fared poorly
m popularily ratings and goad-
ed him to consider becoming
a runmng mate of Estrada

Angara said he was per-
plexed by Osmefia’s resigna-
tion. He said he would adhere
1o the agreemenl to have the
November convention pick the
opposition presidential nomi-
nee in November. He brushed
reporis aside that parly mem-
bers wanted him to slide down
to vice-presidential candidate
because, as Osmeia said, *“we
can’( have Angara dragging us
down "’

PMP president Sen. Orlan-
do Mercado said Osmeia will
likely join the PMP 10 boost
Estrada’s bid as the opposi-
lion nominee

In case ol a selection crisis
between Angara and Istrada,
Senate President  Ernesto
Maceda, who heads the Na-
tionalist People’s Coalition, is
making himself available for
the presidential  derby
Maceda’s stand was support-
ed by Lakas Sen. Juan Flavier
““If chances for the fwo
(Estrada and Angara) are low,
then somebody clse will have
to come in,”’

Though not a vocal contend-

er for the 1998 election
Maceda 1n one survev came
oul as the most popular sen-
alor lor attracting posilive
public reaction lo the Senale
Another presidential hope:
ful, Sen Raul Roco (l.aban)
has sought Commission on
[Elections accreditation for his
own Aksvon
party
DE VENECIA RISES
Ihe e Venecin
vitlled  Speaker
< Lving lor

Demaokratiko

bl
WS el l
lose de Venecia
Tirst [\Lu L renniul '.ilpll\lhi!\."n
strnda m Focts Hase Ine poll
surves ol six presidential as-
prrants with vole
ol 3,000 respondents as ol
September 3

A one-jomt jump n the poll
15 & big deal Traditional politi-
can de Venecn, who was the
tarl-ender in the May survey,
surged by seven points

Sen. Gloria Macapagal-
Arroyo, who alterately topped
surveys with Lstrada, this time
gol 22 percenl. Sen Miram
Defensor-Santiago had 10
percent, Sen Angara and re-
signed Delense Sec. Renato de
Villa, 7 percent

In a four-way contest, the
same survey showed Estrada
leading with 33, De Venecia
had 30, Arrovo 26, Santiago
Il percent

“Populanity polls are only
indicative of tentative prefer-
ences ol u verv himited num-
ber of respondents, ™ Laban
Rep. Edcel Lagman noted
‘Isolated Trom relevant vari-
ables and material superven-
ing lactors proxmmale Lo the
convention, polls conducted
months before the aclual cam-
paign can be only one of many
inputs to determine the selec-
tion of a party's candidate

TWO MORE LAKAS

BETS

Ihe Lakas Party presiden-
tial aspiranis were bolstered
by Bulacan Gov Roberto
Yagdanganan and Planming Sec
Cielito Habito although Pres-
ident Ramos said their entry
may be rather late However,
Sen. Leticia R Shahani signi-
lied she would shide down Lo

percent

vice-presidential contendes
belore a meeting ol locul offi-
clals

Presidential adviser Emiho
(Lito) Osmena smd he
running with or withoul M
Ramos  endorsemen! because
lus Visavas and Mindanao
wlherents desire o President
Irom  therr Can a
candidate win on voles of the
Iwo regions  without the
prepondarant | nson voles

lant fenves.d

ICaIVE i

Wil

regions

i |
YUTICOHL, e

Vil
Vil

| timnee See Roberto de

e i ~SU) | eherson
Avinegs Sweepstakes Muanug
er Manuel Morato watle Thibio
wd Poedanganan Morato once
threatened 1o seek the presi-
deney al only
seph | strada and Santiago, and
he s domg just that
Al first Ramos lended 1o
lavor Renato de Villa But de
Villa's opposition to Const-
tution amendment, a position
taken by laime Cardinal Sin
and Cory Aquino, visibly 1rked
Ramos since the hifting of lerm
limits i the Charter would
enable him to extend his term
Ihat Sin and Aquine would
endorse de Villa was ruled out
by Sen. Emesto Herrera, a vice-
presidential prospect: " Mrs
Aquimo must have realized by
now the mindset and predis-
position ol former mililary
generals and that she is now
more cautious i endorsing a
candidate
ESTRADA-ROCO?
strada’s camp was report-
ed negotiating lo form a pow-
erhouse leam with Sen Raul
Roco “*to kick the daylight out
ol the admmstration
However, Roco is seeking
Comelee accreditation for las
Aksvon Demokratiko party with
organizing charrman, Jlaime
Galvez-Tan, former health
undersecretary, a national
executive board with Mavors
Florencio Celino (Bicol),
Rommel Daisen (Cordillera
Autonomous  Region) and
Habib lussein Sawadjaan
(Autonomous Region in Mus-
lim Mindanao)
FIVE SLAIN IN CAMP

RAID

84} appose I¢3-

Pakistan Mohammad Garib
with an Egyvptian passport and
Saudi Arabian Ibrahim Sayed-
Hamed crashed into the gate
ol Sixth Infantry Division camp
in Awang, Maguindanao at
V.30 am October |4, killing
lone guard Stafl’ Sgt. Francisco
Montene They hurled a gre-
nade as two Filipinos stood
as lookouls

I'hee raiders barged into
L i} 1

Noe)

delovilo s Caval
Aairs Ofhice and Killed un-
[

nrmed  Stall Sois wenalo
umimado

Line g

Rosmdo  und
I'tentes

I imde

2ol Into
wilorm e
identified and Killed The other
went Lo the admimistralive

Wis

ollice ol division commander
My Gen Raul Urenello and
indiscrimunately fired his gun
wounding six appheants for
enlistment
e, oo shnn. An
Egyptian passport was found
i Ganb's pocket which
Urguello said could carmy a
lichiious name. wo bags of
grenades and a pistol were
recovered Searches were made
in camp gates in the region
e Marines set up checkpoints
and roadblocks
I'he terronsts are mem-
bers ol the Special Operations
Group of the Moro Islamic
Liberation [Ironl Urguello
suspected. But the MILF's
Mohamad al-Hiay Murad dented
imvolvement m the attack
saying Ius group respected the
ceaselire agreement with a
government panel
VIGILANTE
EXECUTIONS
'he Moro Islamic Libera-
tion Front and Mushm offi-
ctals justified the execution by
liring squad, vigilante style
ol Iwo suspected criminals.
Fgoy Perez, 32, and Salvador
Dimasangea, 30, 1 a plain
beside the Masiao town hall
in Lanao del Sur, Thev were
convicled by a Shariah o1
Muslim court of murder. al
tempted murder, robbery and
car thefl
But Sen. Frankhn Drilon
a lormer secretary ol justice
called 1t “plain and simple
(Next page, please)
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'SENATE PRES. MACEDA

premeditated murder."" Executive
Sec. Ruben Torres’ admonition
to the MILF that **it should not
be repeated'’ was like a mere rap
on the knuckles of the execution-
ers.

President Ramos did not even
mention the executions when he
spoke of the Mindanao situation
to foreign correspondents at the
Manila Hotel, Instead, he
downplayed kidnapping for ran-
som &S no longer thriving in the
area. He called hostilities between
rebels and troops ““far-fetched
Are they?

Pastor Winifredo Rio, 40, of
Alliance  Church in  Ipil,
Zamboanga del Sur, was shot in
the back of s head and his body
by five kidnappers in a boat off
Barangay Sibakya while his wife
Blande Rio stood on shore with
50,000 to ransom her husband
as instructed by the snatchers

Amatisia Mariiio said her
husband l.econardo, a larmer, was
abducted by MILF men and taken
1o their Rajamuda stronghold. His
body with bullet and stab wounds
was fished out later from Pulangu
river in Masindeg. Pikit town in

North Cotabato.

Commenting on the vigilante
executions, MILF's Ghadzali
Jaafar said they were illegal based
on the Constitution ““which we
do not recognize.”” Bul to the
MILEF, he said the two-month trial
was due process and the accused
were given a chance to defend
themselves. The sentence was
carned out only after a majority
vote of the Islamic Supreme
Caourt

- L] L]

LAKAS FUND-RAISING
HIT

The coalesced opposition
Laban ng Alyansang Makabayan
Masang Pilipino lambasted the
Ramos administration and its
Lakas-NUCD Party for *“‘moral
bankruptey’” who *“have been
stalking milking cows ass they
pile up at least P80 billion in
1998 campaign funds™ for the
May presidential election.

Cited among the money-mak-
ing schemes were the P25 mil-
lion lobby fund for the jai alai
operation nationwide for 25 vears
and the kickbacks in the Public
Estate Authority sale of 750
hectares of pnime reclaimed land
from Manila Bay to Aman Coast-
al Bay Development Corporation
involving P1.6 billion

After a lengthy inquiry, the
Senate blue-ribbon of Sen
Franklin Drilon and the govern-
ment corparations comnuttes ol
Sen Ponce-Enrile recom
mended the vording ol the PLA-

Iuan

- versus
VILMA S. GONZALVO,

X -

PAG-IBIG FUND or HOME DEVT,

Mortgagor/s

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

PARANAQUE, METRO MANILA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

MUTUAL FUND
Mortgagee/s

x

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT NO. 3135
As amended by Act. 4118

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon wverified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act
&8 PAG-IBIG FUND or HDMF with office address at
City against the Mortgagor/s VILMA S GONZALVO with residence and postal address at No. 2
Gumamela Street, Bonair Homes, Molino, Bacoor, Cavite to secure payment of the Mortgage debt
which, as of July 5, 1996 amount to P340,326 BB including/excluding interest

The Atrium of Makati

File No, FRE-97-18B5

4118 liled by Mortgagee/
Makati Ave. , Makati

penalty charges

and all legal fees and expenses incidental to this foreclosure and sale the Executive Judge of

the Regional Trial Court of Parafiaque, Metro Manila or her duly authorized Sheritl, will sell at

public auction on November 14, 1997 at 10,00 am. or soon thereafter, infront of Mun. Hall

of Parafiaque (lobby) to the highest bidder and tor CASH, in the Philippine Currency, the following

described real property/ies, with all the bullding and other improvement existing thereon, to wit
TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. -99774

““A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot 11, Blk 3, of the cons subd. plan Pcs-13-000178 being a portion
of the cons. of Lots 1 & 4 Blk 49-A, (LRC) Pcs-20064, Lots B, & 9, Blk 50, & Bik 51, (LRC)
Pcs-16693, & Psu-160829-B, LAC Rec. N-13871, Case No_ N-1627), situated In the Bo. of San
Dionisio, Mun. of Parafaque, M.M. Bounded on the SW., Beginning and containing an area of
TWO HUNDRED FOUR (204) SQUARE METERS, more or less

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are heraby enjoined to Investigate for themeselves the title/
& said property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, i any there be

Parafiaque, Metro Manila, October 3, 1997

ATTY
CLERK OF COURT

CLEMENTE BOLOY
PERICLES U, TELAN & EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
Supervising Sheriff
|Sgd.) BENEDICTO C. HEBRON
SHERIFF IN-CHARGE
WARNING
It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy this NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE
on or bafore the date of sale under penalty of law
Copy Furnished: All Parties Concerned
WE FORUM
Oct. 20, 27 & Nov. 3, 1997

Aman contract as illegal because
the land had vet to be declared
alienable by an act of Congress

The Malacanan panel chaired
by Budget Sec, Salvador Enriquez
objected to the Senate nullifica-
tion of the land deal. saving i1
was more of a joint venture rather
than outright sale. But former
governmen! corporate counsel
Oscar Garcia, who upheld the
legality of the PEA-Amari con-
tract before it was approved by
President Ramos in 1995, was
forced to resign

The probers recommended for
criminal prosecution former
Manager Amado Lagdameo of the
PEA, other government officials
and private officials linked to the
land scam. But President Ramos
has formed a new legal task force
to submit a report not later than
October 31

BILL RAILROADED

Also under lire is the surrep-
titious railroading of the House
franchise bill to revive jai alai or
pelota vasca which was filed in
1995 amid rumors of a P25
million lobby. A House member
claimed at least ten to 15 per-
sons received PS5 million “*facilita-
tion fee’" in the chamber.

Bukidnon Rep. Jose Zubin
was ousted as chairman of the
lMouse wavs and means commit-
tee on legislative tranchises al-
legedlv because he was against
the bill But the P23
pavala was demed by Charman
liime C partner ol
IMlenry Sv s SM Development
Corp. 1 the ja1 alan project

il o

Ciongaler

I'he bill passed on second
reading June 4 was recalled by
the ways and means committee
1o imcrease the franchise tax. The
corrected version was reporied out
Sept. 30, The House games and
amusements committee also re-
ported out the bill, which was
finally approved on second read-
ing on Oct. 9

Under normal procedure the
bill would be approved on third
reading and endorsed to the
Senate. Bui Laban Rep Edcel
Lagman noted the irregular pas-
sage of the bill on a Thursday
which the House devotes 1o lo-
cal bills and only 15 represen-
tatives were in the session hall,
hence. no quorum. He said it was
a “'ghost session” that approved
the gambling bill

Metropolitan Leisure and
Fourism Corp. 15 jointly owned
by Belle Corp. and Henry Sy's
SM Development Corp., Gonzalez
explained. He said the jar alm
bill filed two vears ago went
through five public hearings. IHe
sard it was Belle’s refusal 1o
engage unethical practices that
delayed the bill

[ ] L L2
CAGERS WIN, SOCCER
"TEAM LUCKLESS IN

SEA GAMES

I'he Philippines asserted its
dominance i Southeast Asian
basketball by piling up a 15-joint
lead over a scrappy Indonesian
squad at the 19th SEA Games
in Jukarta's Senavan Sports
Complex, which was reduced to
four, but was put back on track
by Gilenn Peter John Yap's jump-
er atop the circle, lollowed by
tnples from Raymond Francisco
and Rensy Bajar for an 85-74

win despite jeers from the home
crowd

The basketball victory com-
pensated somewhat for a luck-
less football team that s winless
after three games.

Danny [ldefonso proved 1o be
a terror in rebounding and top-
scored with 21 points. Jomer
Rubi, who played in the Chiang
Mai SEA Games two years ago,
nailed five treys. Ralph Emerson
Rivera had 12 points, Gerard
Raymond Francisco and Danny
Bajar had eight each. Tall Romeo
Adducul. Fernan Dino Manuel
and Chnistopher Cantonjos com-
bined for only eight points but
they hauled down 13 rebounds

The women's cage team lost
to Thailand, 59-68, which siz-
zled with six triples while the
Filipinas had none

Veteran athletes proved their
worth by romping off’ with the
gold. Elma Muros-Posadas, 29,
ruled the long jump as she had
for 14 vears by leaping 6.45
meters lor her seventh gold medal
Hector Begeo won the 3.000
steeple-chase at 9:08.28 on Day
3 of the Games

In tackwonde, gold medals
went to Alessandro Lubiano
(middleweight) and finweight
Roberto Cruz. Heavvweights
Apolonio Centron and Margariia
[1onilacio and finweight
Kathyleen Perez ook bronzes

Judo gold went 10 Judy Ann
Malims, while judokas Benjamm
McMurray (over Y5 kgs) and Ales
Valdez tunder 95 kgs) accoun-
ed Jor silver medals

Ramon Portugal H won the
lencing gold  Acitor Rachard
Gomes and Roberta Goneales
settled for silver i epee campe-
tilon. Gomez had an unsuccess-
lul trv i 1995 Gonzales 'was
edged out by Indonesia’s Silvia
Knstina

On the eve of his 21st birth-
day, swimmer Ryan Papa won
the silver medal in the 100-meter
backstroke

Wilson Blas clocked 1:09:011
in s second place finish in cv-
cling. Veteran Joselito Santos got
bronze inn the kilometer time trial
cveling

World bowhng champ Ratael
Nepomuceno was limited to a
bronze medal in men’s singles
bowling

Fhe soccer team lost to
Malaysia, 4-0, to Laos, 4-1, and
on Monday, to Indonesia, 2-0
I'he Filipinos complained of being
stoned by the crowd and their
players bemg cheated i the lield
But the crowd did not savor the
slim win because the Indons had
boasted they would post a 7-0
victory

A Philippine Bodybuilding
Iederation reduced to three ar-
rived in Jakarta after its presi-
dent. Levi Macasiano, who vowed
tlo war on drugs, barred
Emmanuel Gareia, Leopoldo
Bonito. Ronaldo Aguiluz, Simeon
Raz Jr. and Yonarde Gonzales
who were found positive for
steroids. Those who made 1t were
Anacleto Meralpi, Alfredo Trazo
na Jr. and Raul Erguero

- [ ] L]

PIRMA RESURRECTED

Laban Rep. Teresa Aquino-
Oreta called for the linng of what
she called “*manure around Pres-
ident Ramos -- Execulive Sec

Ruben Torres, National Security
Adviser Jose Almonte and Bud-
gel Sec, Salvador Ennquez --
(whose surname initials read
TAE) because even when the
President has come out against
Charter change and said he is
stepping down, his boys contin-
ue to be cheer leaders for Char-
ter change '

The Pirma resumed flogging
a dead horse by pressing for
Constitution amendmen! prima-
rily to lift the constraint against
the reclection of President Ra-
mos alter thrice spurned by the
Supreme Court

Pirma 1s harassing the Su-
preme Court alter it voted with
finality, 13-0, with one absten-
tion that the Commission on
Elections should not wverify
Pirma’s 5,995,572 collected sig-
natures and 1ts 7-6 vote declar-
ing Republic Act 6735 insuffi-
cienl for a people’s initiative

Pirma founders Alberto And
Carmen Pedrosa contend the vote
was 7-7 and not 7-6 on whether
RA 6735 sufficiently implements
a people’s imtiative. Thev said
the vote of Justice Vicente
Mendoza who was on leave and
did noi 1ake pan in the deliber-
ation should have been counted
because he had previously voted
in favor of RA 6735

But after the court ruled
against the petition. Pirma ap-
peared to have given up. Why 1s
Hgmn rearing s ugls hl.'-l\l {[1]
burden the Supreme Courl which
has more tnportanl malters 1o
resalve

As Commn Repalado
Maamibone pouited our i would
take ut lost tso months 1 verily
5,995,572 signatures until Jan-
1998 and the elecuan pe-
started by then

uars
riod will have
e o
THE CARDINAL
INVITES

Jatme Cardinal Sin s mmvila-
tion 1o senators lor breakfast a
the Archbishop's Palace in
Mandaluyong immediately set ol
a clash of epmmions on the pro-
pricty of accepting the invitation.

Senate President
Maceda told an impromptu Sen-
ale caucus such an mvitation {rom
the head ol the Catholic Church
in the Philippines bordered on
Church-State separation and
promptly lefl on an official tnp
to the US

Sen. Arcelo Fernan took 1l as
an invitation lrom someone i one
society sector and *"as o public
servant, we have to histen o all

Ernesto

sectors,

Sen. Blas Ople, who opted to
attend with Sens. Edgardo
Angara, Franklin Drilon and
sq1d he saw 1f from the
perspective of a shared concern

Fernan

{or Tree and ¢lean election tn 1998
his ef-
Sendtors do not
necessarily leave our judgment
al the door wlien we cross the
threshald ol the )\u.hhl.‘ihn[l'ﬁ
Paloce

But Sen
sard  the

and commended Sin Tor

lorts lowa

Juan Ponce Enrnle
imphed
Mglacanan's role

Archbishop's
Joliree ol imbatives

1genda, Sens
|.eticin Shaham
had stiong reservations against
attending

invitation
downgrading
imn lavaor ol e
Palace as the
on the legislatin
Juan Flavier und
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REDGING the bed from which the waters of

Laguna de Bay rest may bring in more harm

than its perceived benefits. In fact, the idea can
actually cause the irreversible death of what is con-
sidered the largest lake in the country.

The wamning was aired over the weekend by Laguna Gov.
Joey Lina in the wake of disturbing reports concerning plans
to conduct dredging activities around the Laguna de Bay's
area lo enhance and maximize the lake's already precarious
resources.

Some experts at the University of the Philippines i Los
Banos are sel to conduct a bathymetnic study of the lake lo
determine 1its actual depth and analyze silt and sediment
apparently to look into the possibility of dredging the area
in the near future.

But Lina frowned on the idea. ‘‘Dredging may not be
wise,”" he said, adding that the experiences i other countries
are not encouraging at all.

In China, for instance, dredging activities disturbed the
mercury and other poisonous metals at the bottom of its
nivers and destroyed the marnne life. The lake into which
these nvers drained eventually died as well

““The same could happen with Laguna Lake. We have to
know what is down there before we begin to dredge. All our
actions have to be coordinated and integrated lor maximum
results in the conservation and sustainable development of
the lake,”” Lina said

But what could have allowed this negative prospect from
happening 1s a positive development now taking place in the
area. [romcally, the substantial clearing of fishpens around
the lake has provided experts with the space to study the
possibility of dredging the lake's bed

Lina noted that & substantial reduction of hishpen areas
has transpired -- from 35000 a few vears ago down to only
10,000 wn 1996, This development has allowed
Laguna’s coastal residents to maximize the lake's other uses

The government official attnbuted this positive develop-
ment o the determined effort of the Laguna Lake Develop-
ment Authority (LLDA) to keep the hshpens to a level where
they will not deplete the lake's resources,

In 1983, about a third of the Laguna Lake area frolicked
with fishpens buill by lshermen to make [ishing more easier
while in the process of increasing substantially their yields.
But the proliferation of fishpens had depleted much of the
lake's resources and even adversely affected the area’s eco-
logical balance

““Fortunately, the LLDA stepped mnto the picture, It's a
big help that the LLDA has stepped in to regulate fishing.
Now the future looks brighter,”" Lina, an ex-officio member
and vice chair of the LLDA's board, said

The LLDA has likewise been assiduously enforcing the
anti-pollution law within the lake's area. Since last year i
less than 12 months, it has issued 28 cease-and-desist orders,
30 ex parte orders and 400 notices of violations against the

less than

DREDGING TO KILL
LAGUNA DE BAY

By DARWIN M. ESPINOSA

LAGUNA BAY: Not dead, but dying.

same number of plants and factories located along the lake
and ftributary rivers

[he Laguna de Bay basin, over which the LLDA has
junisdiction, consists not only of the lake, a 90.000-hectare
shallow body of water l¢ss than three meters deep, but also
of the land area around i, totaling about 382,000 hectares

[t 1s a watershed strategically situated amid the country’s
center of urban and industnal development. Besides Metro
Manila, which lies west of the lake, the region straddles the
whole of Laguna and Rizal provinces and parts of Balangas,

Cavite and Quezon, which compose the so-called Calabarzon
(Cavite, Laguna, Batangas, Rizal, Quezon) area =

Laguna de Bay owns the distinction of being the largest
lake in the country and the second-largest freshwater body
in Southeast Asia It has a total volume of 3.2 billion cubic
meters of water al an elevation of 11.50 meters above sea
level.

[t is a main source of livelihood for the population and
provides irmigation, transportation and energy for general and
industnal users (MNC)

RP OUTPACES . . . ¢onpees

ports, growing investments on
infrastructure sector, banking
sector with fewer distortions

Although the country’s
gross domestic product (GDFP)
is expected lo slow down to
4.9 percent this year [rom 5.7
percent in 1996, 1t was point-
ed out, the figure 1s at par
with those of other emerging
economies.

On the downside, the coun-
try’s loan-to-GDP ratio at 63
percent in June, was among
the lowest in the region South
Korea had 119 percent;
Singapore, 121 percent, Ma-
laysia, 128 percent. and Tai-

wan, |58 percent.

The property-related loans
against total bank loans in the
Philippines for the period was
only 11 percent, Taiwan had
14.9 percent; South Korea, 18.9
percent, Thailand, 22.9 percent,
Malaysia, 25.6 percent, and
Singapore, 32.9 percent.

I'he country's debt servic-

es ratio as a percentage of

exports was also at a low 12,7
percent compared to South
Africa’s 13 8 percent, Chile’s
19.5 percent, India’s 22 per-
cenl, Indonesia’s 28.3 percent,
Mexico’s 32.6 percent, Colum-
bia's 34 8 percent and Greece's

44.2 percent

The local inflation rate,
however, of 54 percent ex-
pected this year is among the
lowest compared to Indonesia’s
and Thailand’s 7 percent,
China’s 11 percent, Mexico's
16,3 percent and Columbia’s
20 percent

Earlier, Bernardo Villegas,
dean of the University of Asia
and the Pacific (UA&P) School
of Economics, predicted thal
the country would post the
second highest export growth
in East Asia, next only lo
Vietnam, by the end of the
year

Villegas noted that the Phil-
ippines has boosted its exports
by more than 15 percent year-
ly since 1993, saying that such
a trend 1s indicative of the
major restructuring of the
economy away from the im-

port-substitution strategies ol

the past

He stressed that the creep-
ing depreciation of the peso-
dollar exchange rate and the
relocation of knowledge-inten-
sive industries to the country
could sustain its export growth
at 20 percent or more in the
coming three years Lo live
years.

On gross domestic product,
however, the Philippines will

post a moderate growth this
year, still behind those of its
Southeast Asian neighbors. A
growth of a little more than 6
percent will give the country
some breathing space lo corn-
struct the much-needed infra-
strugture

I'he Philippines can, how-

ever, outperform such veteran
““tiger economies ' as Hong
Kong and Taiwan, Thailand
may grow more slowly than
the Plulippines as its “‘bub-
ble economy’ " in real estate
bursts and 1ts npple effects on
the financial sector continue

to be felt. (MNC)

Waiver ol Share’
Series of
Cavite
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is heraby given that the ostate of the late VICENTA BENI-
TEZ has been extrajudicially settled among har heirs in & document
ontitled "‘Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate of Victoria Beniter With
under Doc. No. 88; Pags No
1997 of Notary Public Atty

19, Book No 67,
Irinva A Anarna of Silang,
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FARMING INCREASINGLY BECOMING PART-TIME
OCCUPATION FOR FARM HOUSEHOLDS -- UP PROF '

FARMING will increas-
ingly become a part-time
occupation for farm house-
holds, according to Gelia
Castillo, professor emeritus at
the University ol the Philip-
pines-Los Bafios and a con-
sultant at the International
Rice and Research Institute
(IRRT)

Castillo made this obser-
vation i a paper presented
last week during a symposium

organized by the Philippine
Institute for Development
Studies in honor of Dr
Gerardo Siat and Dr. Jose
Encamacion Jr. A copy of the
paper. titled Beyond Manila:
Reclaiming the Voice from the
Countryside, was obtained by
the Manila Newsfeatures and
Commentaries.

She noted that the role of

remittances in the life of the
rural households either from

local urban non-agncultural
work or overseas employment
has increased considerably

“*Migration lo urban areas,
particularly female migration,
contributes to the rural house-
hold’s income, parts of which
is invested in farming,’
Casullo said, adding thai
income from farming will only
be one source for the farm
households

She pointed out that even

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 221, QUEZON CITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE
INTESTATE ESTATE OF TAN KUN,

SP. PROC NO. Q-97-32205

SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE
AND ISSUANCE OF LETTERS
OF ADMINISTRATION

ANICIA L. TAN,

Petitioner

X

ORDER

In & Venlied Petition (with Prayer for Appointment ol Specia
16, 1997

Administrator), dated September

Petitionar, Anicia | Fan wite of the decedent. prays tor the appaintment of special

sdministratrix and regular admimistratix of the deceased Tan Kun and in

17 That the
Hongkong

support thereol
who died intestate o August 18: 1997 a1
was a resident of o Roosevalt Avenue, Querzon City at the
2) That the decedent was survived by the lollowing persons as his nexi of kin and
heirs
a. Anicia |
b Zenaida Tan Pua
at 140 West Avenue
c. Angsuy L Tan

alleges
Cheung Chau
death

deceased, Tan Kun

302 time ol
ompulsory
Tan, 62 Avenue

residence at 302 Roosevaelt

ol legal age

vears old, with
legitimate daughter
Quezon City
legitimate son, ol legal age
St., comer Road 18, Project 8, Quezon City

d. Betty Tan Sy, legitimate daughter, of legal age
del Pilar corner 9th Avenue, Caloocan City;

e Angkim L. Tan, legitimate son. married. of legal age. Filipino and residing a1 302 Roosevelt
Avenue, Quezon City;

f. Alvin L. Tan, legitimate son. Filipino, of legal age
Avenue, Quezon City, and

g Ana Tan Santos. legitimate daughter
Quirino Highway, Novaliches, Quezon City;

¢l That the decedent left real and personal properties at the time of his death with a probable
value of about Five Million Pesos (P5,000,000.00) Philippine Currency. consisting of

a, Stocks in several companies in Hongkong and mainland China traded in the stock market:

b Condominium wnits also in mainland China;

c. Deposits in several banks in Hongkong and mainland China

4} That the Petitioner does not personally know of any person/s who may have
claim against said estale:

3) That Anicia L Tan, wife of the decedent, ie the person to whom letters administration
are prayed tor and that Petitioner is physically, mentally and morally fit to act as Administratrix
ol the estate

Finding the said petition to be sufficient in form and substance, notice |s hereby given that
thie petition shall be heard befors this Court located at 325, 3rd Floor, Hall of Justice
Building, Quezon City, on October 23, 1997 at 8:30 a.m. at which place, date and time all persons
caoncerned may appear and show cause, if any, why this Petition should not be granted

Let copies of this Order be published at the expense of the Petitioner, once a week for three
(3] consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in Quezon City to which it may be
assigned after a raffle to be conducted In accordance with law and a copy of the Order with
the Petition be posted a1t the main entrance of the Hall of Justice Building and at the main entrance
of this Court

Likewise, let copies of the procesdings be served upon the Petitioner, office of the Solicitor
General st 134 Amorsolo Street, Legaspl Village, Makati City, the Quezon City Fiscal's Office
the Commissioner of Bureau of Internal Revenus, Quezon City and all the known hairs of the
decedent

SO ORDERED

Quezon City

Quezon Cilty

Filipino, married, and with residence

Filipino, married and residing at 25 Shorthorn

Filipino, married and residing at 316 M H

married and residing at 302 Roosevelt

Filipino, of legal age. married and residing at 1041

legitimate

Room

Metro Manila, September 23, 1897

TIJAM
Judge

(Sgd.) NOEL O

Amcia L Tan, 302
Atty. Ricardo J.M. Rivera, Am. 601 ECCOI Bldg
Zenaida Tan Pua, 140 West Ave ., QC
Angsuy L. Tan, 25 Shorthorn St cor. Rd. 18, Proj, 8, Q.C
Betty Tan Sy, 316 M.H del Pilar cor. 9th Ave
Angkim L. Tan, 302 Roosevelt Ave,, QC

Alvin L. Tan, 302 Roosevalt Ave,, Q.C

Ana Tan Santos, 1041 Quirino Highway, Novaliches, Q.C
The Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St.. Legaspi Village.
The City Prosecutor. Quezon City

Commissioner, Buresu of Internal Revenue, BIR HRoad

Quezon City
497 E

Roosevelt Avenue,

Rodriguez Sr. Ave., Queron City

Caloocan City

Makati City
Diliman, Q C
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n typical rice-dependent vil-
lages, rice income is less than
50 percent, In Central Luzon,

for example, 57 percent of

farming household’s income
came [rom nce and 27 per-
cent [rom non-agricullure
sources in 1966, In 1995, only
39 percent ol income came
from rice and 5 percent was
contributed by non-agriculture
SOUrces.,

Castllo also said that non-
farm employment has become
more important particularly for
the young and better-educai-
ed. As a consequence, [arm-
mg will be left in the hands
of older males and females
who are less educated at a
time when farming will be
more knowledge and manage-
ment intensive

Housc¢hold heads, if edu-
cated, tend (o specialize n
LON=-1armnt Wl LRe suer
Hee ol swaork uif ||\=.'|'r-l-ilu
on Households swho have
gher non<larm meome were
notably the benehciaries ol
land relorm who mvested on
thetr ehildren s education so
as 1o lake advantage ol in-
creasing returns o education

Casullo pointed out that

working household members
who have higher levels of
education are released from
farm work, which 1s now
being relegated 10 working
parents who have zero pn-
mary schooling

She also cited the follow-
ing

« With the urbanization and
mdustnalization of the coun-
tryside, the protagonists in the
social conflicts over access lo
land and us use has shifted
from landlords versus tenants
o farmers versus real estate
developers

e dquatling 15 nol a mo-
nopoly of urbanites for the
residennial land frontier 1n
rural areas 1s clothing

» Indigenous people have
become more important Lo the
nation not only because of
indigenous knowledge but
because ol valuable natnl
resources embedded i anees
tral domams

¢ [he state ol our rural
based natural resources has
depreciated to disturbimgly low
levels In ABSESSINE Progress
in rural development indica-
lor ol this state. are as 1m-
portant as mcome, health, ed-

ucation and others

» The profile of agnicul-
ture has changed substantial-
Iy with the crisis in sugar and
coconul but a new breed of
high value crop farmers has
emerged Farm size has de-
creased and land reform seems
to have had a distributive
effect especially n rice and
com

e Rice 1s life and recur-
ring fears of nce shortage will
continue almost definitely

« Institutional arrange-
ments for use of land and labor
in agriculture are shifting to-
wird more hired and contrac-
tual agreements although
share tenancy still exists al-
beit in different guises

« Rural development is
now characterized by a focus
on local development, with
non-govemment orgamzations
plaving the empowening role

imd o greal deal of reliance

ploced on commumiy-based
.Ii‘]UII.H_'lIL"‘

o [For many rural areas, the
promise ol a good lile has
vetl to be fulfilled and peace
is elusive unless development
becomes a reality

- MINC
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Sour note at SEA Games

A S FOREST fires raged unabated in drought-stricken forests of
Kalimantan (Borneo) and the island of Sumatra, and firefighting
teams had been sent to combat them. the 19th Southeast Asian Games
reeled off in another island of Java in Jakarta, Indonesia’s capital.

A heavy downpour for the first time in nine months mercifully
washed away the haze of Sumatra’s forest blaze 500 to 700 kilometers
north of Java, and the southwest monsoon was blowing the smoke
northward away from the Games/

The parade of athletes opened the ceremonies at 7 p.m. Sat urday
night. The Philippine flag at the vanguard of the contingent wearing
cowboy hats was carried by World Cup bowling champ Rafael
Nepomuceno, at the sprawling Senayan Sports Complex with 80,000
seats.

The opening salvo was punctuated by televised native dances
and music, drum and bugle corps and spectacular fireworks participated
in by 13,000 high school students, athletes, military men and others.
Forty parachutists were airdropped inside the stadium. bearing the
SEA Games and participating nations® flags and the mascot. Honoman
the monkey.

TV hooked up with radio brought the momentous event to Phil-
ippine homes. But another form of haze fell over the Games - the
sour note wrought by what sports writers called the pettiness of
Philippine Olympic Committee president Cristy Jalasco in deleting
their accreditation to cover the Games.

OF 29 who applied. 25 were processed and accessed by the or-
ganizing committee computers. But four others whose reports were
critical of Jalasco were told their accreditation would be withheld.
Two of those discredited did not go to Jakarta because of previous
commitments.

But Jun Lomibao of Today and Aldrin Cardona of the Manila
Standard, both assistant sports editors, were not issued their official
press identification cards although Today photographer Paolo Vecina
got his. The three all applied for the cards August 15,

Some members of the Philippine Sports Commission discovered
their accreditation was delayed because Jalasco is known to be at
odds with PSC Chairman Philip Ella Juico. The personnel tried to
laugh off the trouble of reapplying until they found out the root of
the problem was “mere pettiness.” The accreditation took only 30
minutes.

Jalasco was said to have openly expressed her dislike for a number
of sports writers who are critical of her administration. She hinted
on certain occasions the accreditation of some sports writers was in
peril. This they found out on the Friday eve of the SEAG opening
ceremonies.

A check with the POC secretariat proved useless because th chief
washed his hands off media accreditation. He advised the writers to
reapply. Three POC officials said they would rather stay in Manila
than go through the rigmarole of applying late for accreditation. Only
then did the POC move,

While PSC Chairman Juico visited the athletes at the Mullah
Hotel and encouraged them to go for the gold, Cristy Jalasco’s sour
note on the sports writers somehow mars Philippine participation in
the Games.

[ey i mehlies

JAY-FL 10-1-a7

ACCRED\TATION
TO CONER

SEA GAMES
F

the Caruda Indonesia Al

September 26 and Hhe mior
Qers ol e ..]|||~\ thint colld

smaze (a0 oword comed Trom ¢oeaused by

smoke) from the lorest lire ol Indonesia s
[he loss ol human lives

tragic 15 only ong

ol the tragedies caused iy smuze. | he

migratory birds that have been reported as
dropping dead. the consequence of inhaled
smuze to our health, tishermen losmg then
wav al sea nnd the teared acid von are other
tragedies that cannol be quantified

Experts sav that neid rain would change
the composition of soil and water When large
ammal and

bodies ol water become neidic

plant hife die. With soil becoming acidic

anything planted on this soil would naturalls

suller, Non-livang structures hke buildings or

mirastructure in urban and rural arcas would
not he exempted 11 these hard elements can

he eroded by sulluric and nitrie acid which

are lound 1o acid e can you imagine what

s elleet could be on our skim and health?

Fven “hamaless sioke rom: barbegin

F.”‘ nd J‘?I]lllll"..' leaves can couse nol only

discomlont bul disonentution and disruption

mhaled ¢an

Smoke when

Nl g sensilion Lo our eves, nose

i throgr  tears amd conughing. I*ven when

1S not nhaled, smoke as i haze, or smaze

HEART

AND HEARTH

by EDITA T. BURGOS

can  blur one s viston [t asn’t difficult to
understand why smaze can hamper one's
movement. When visibility 18 poor, one’s sense
ol direction 15 allected Without bemng able
lo see landmarks, disonentation occurs. . i
the smaze lifts and one 15 able 1o redirect o1
retrace s steps, only ime and energy would
have been lost Bul 1f because of the smaze
a hife 15 lost, then 1t would be truly disas-
trous

But the most recent reports in the news-
papers say that the smaze is being blown
away and that soon this ]'“rnlﬂcl‘tl would be
over . al least for the Philippines. The other
Kind ol smaze would always be here with us
I am relerrmg (o the spintual smaze

I'he more obvious smaze that can lead us
astray from the true path would be pomo-
graphie hterature, bold movies and prohibit
ed drugs

Steering elear ol these “spintual

smazes  would be easy But 1 wonder 1f we
see the kmd ol smaze that 1s more danger-

(Page 8, please)
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Games we used to play

HE gun:.'.'x that Filipios of long-ago years
played differ little from the competitions that
pinion us against the rafters today. Hence we
vell ourselves hoarse over basketball This
game we waltch, and play, not just for the
thnlls and the spills of 1t. We also like to bet
on the last two digits ol the [inal game scores

And there's politics, of course, which for
our money 1s the deadliest game of all. This
game we play for dynastic reasons What that
means 15 that we play polities for keeps

LA RS R

Come to think of it: the games that pre-

Edita T. BURGOS ...

(From page 7)

ous L 1s a graver menace 1o our spiritual
health because 1t 15 not easily recognizable
[n lact this smaze 1s enjovable, a quality that
makes 1t all the more a threat

l'ake for example fashionable clothes that
show more than 1t covers . erotic dance steps
that leave hittle to the imagimation.. green jokes
that seem bemgn enough All these seem
innocent and vet they slowly lead to the ero-
fiber like the acd
rain, the whole binlding may not collapse after
the raimn, but once erosion and rust sets in. the

sion ol one s moral st

Process instoppable

I he television. the malls: the movies  ull
seem ke sale and mnocent recrealion ey -
ipes but they take oway the trme that the child
the tannly should spend i churches at least
once a week and the tme for pghtly Tanuly
Shouldn 't they
spiritual smaze”

Indonesia. 1 s neighborimg countnies and
other international govemment
trying Lo hind an immediate solution to the
smaze problem  because [hey
damage the smaze 1s capable off | hope that
would see that the salvation ol our
children s souls 1s o more serous matter and
definitely more urgent. Thus to recogmze the
spintual smaze should rank [irsi in our list of
priorities

| pray too that we would do something soon
so that our children can retrace their steps,
correct the disonentation and lake the right
direction for which we were created before 11
i1s too late

pravers oo be considered us

dECHICISS dre
recognize lhe

we oo

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT

Notice 18 hereby given that the ostate of the
late BASILIO APO who died intestate in Quezon
City on Apnl 2, 1988 was extrajudicially settled
among his heirs consisting of a parcal ol land coverad
by TCT. Ne 312202 of the Reqister of Doods
of Quezon City, as pet Doc. No. 004, Page No
002, Book No. XXXVI, Seories of 1997 oxecuted
before Notary Public Manuol F de Josus of Queron
City

WE FORUM

Oct 20, 27 & Nov. 3, 1997

historic and histone Filipinos used 1o play
were, for all their ostensible blood-thirstiness,
rather tame and even-tempered affairs

We had Pampango, llocano, Mushim and
Visayan archers by the thousands, shooting
arrows into the air. that ‘fell to earth we
knew not where.”” Bul no Filipino archer ever
made it into the history books. No local tyrant
like the legendary Swiss bad boy Guessler
ever provoked a Bikolano Wilham Tell to
knock off the star-apple atop his son’s head,
and send the same arrow crashing into the
evil tyrant’s heart

Filipinos were more direct. They shot at
you, not the apples.

LR

In innumerable coves, valleys, bays and
tiny inlets dotting our 7000 1slands, Filipino
warriors went after their enemies with krises,
kampilans, daggers. small cannon, javelins
big culvenns, spears. catapults, scrap metal,
bamboo stakes hardened in fire. Panday Pira
even had the molds and patterns of a |7-foot-
long artillery piece in londo when Legaspi’s
conquistadores beat him to the draw That
stze of cannon would have stopped even George
Dewey, who won Manila Bay centunes later

With all this hardware and semi-software
iround them
hundreds of

Frlipmos surely must lave won
]‘ill]]‘."‘

only

local actions [3ur listors
world

Ferdinand Magellun's deleal

writlen by the western meniion
al Lhe hands ol
Mactin warmor Lapu Lapu, ds proal ol our
martial masteny

So where are we” Enemies ol the Filipmo
stale destroved any records that mught provide
a clue o our wamor classes. We won the
battles. But the foreign histornians (who in-
cluded many non-Spaniards) won the right to
sel up thewr homegrown Intemet garbling devices

But something glorous happened in the
process of my desultory scanning of Philippine
lustonical matenial. Something turned up that
now gives promise of providing a hink --
admittedly a tenuous link -- to the martial past
sought so desperaiely by Filipinos, by the
honchos ol the Centenmial Commission

[hat something appears to be an old but

still extant Filipino martial arts practise called

EXTRAJUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE
WITH WAIVER OF RIGHTS
Notica s heraby given that the estate of the
late ERANESTO URRUTIA who died intestate in Quezon
City on October 2, 1994 was extrajudically settled
among his hoirs with waivar of rights consisting of
a parcel of land with mprevements covered by T C.T
Ho. B-37033 of the Register ol Deeds of Metro
Manila Distnct |l as por Doc. No. 68, Page No
13, Book No, XXXVI, Senes of 1897 executed
boforos Notary Public Manuel F. do Josus of Quozon
City

WE FORUM

October 20, 27 & November 3, 1887

AFFIDAVIT OF ADJUDICATION

Notice 18 hereby given that the estate of the
late SEGUNDINO APG who diod intestateo in Quozonr
Ciy on Dacember 3, 1984 has boon adjudicated
fo his only heir consmting ol a parcal of land covered
by TCT No 312206 of the Hegister of Doods
of Quezon Ciny, as per Doc. No 484 Fage No
74, Book No. XXXV, Sernes of 1997 executed bofore
Notary Public Manuel F. do Josus of Quezon City

WE FOHUM

Oct 20, 27 & Nov, 3, 18987

AFFIDAVIT OF ADJUDICATION

Motice 18 hersby given that the estate of the
late ROGELIO SM QUILO who diod intostate in
Queron City on January 1, 1994 has boon adju
dicatod 1o s only hewr consisting ol a parcel of
No. 262919 of the Register
ol Doeds of Quezon City, as poer Doc. No. 372,
Page Ne 5O, Book No XXXV, Senes of 1987
oxecuted belore Notary Public Manuel F. de Josus
of Quezon City

land covatad by T C 1

WE FORUM

Oect 20, 27 & Nov 3, 1997

armis

According to my sources, whose identities
I hesitate to make public lest | spook them
1nto silence, armis embodied a code of behav-
101 that stood head and shoulders over those
ol many neighboring and distant lands.

[t covered much more than a system of sel(-
defense like judo, tackwondo, kung fu, into
which Filipinos have leaped, as into the arms
ol a demon lover, unaware they had something
better right here at home. It was a whole national
way of life

LER S ]

Amis contingents, using seemingly innoc-
wous raltan sticks less than three feet long,
were using such weapons in numerous early
and late revolutionary struggles. More than just
the unbelievable physical damage that its experts
could inflict on enemies. it carried the implic-
1L, strong, sobenng moral force of a warrior
class pledged 1o protect the citizenry from
oppressors and tyrants. -

LA E 2B

Where 1s ammus hiding today?

Could the revival of its genuine maharlika
cthical outlook, however late in the global
development game, possibly impact upon poor
nations like the Philippines? Could the reemer-
gence of a true “‘defender™” class give
hardpressed nations hemmed in by **liberal-
1zed " global trade. regulatory lnancial bodies

EARTHMAN

and gone-amuck currency speculators, a bit of
breathing space so they can survive?
L2 L R ]

-The good news 1s that pockets of stubborn
arnis resistance survive still on all major islands
of the country. Laguna towns and sitios keep
the art alive; Padre Garcia in Batangas trots
it out every time they can; Negros Occidental
and Panay island, Mindanao and northem Luzon,
Eastemn Visayas, keep their stout ammis sticks
intact.

SEESN

It’s not known whether the moral and
spiritual forces that created armis are still intacl
Have they been able to resist the current, and
the coming, century’s poisons?

The armis exponents | talked to think the
renaissance 15 overdue.

““We have to go back to it. It's the only
game lefl for the world to play. It is in our
genes,”" they say. **“We must submit to it or
die

BRANCH

IN THE MATITER QF THE
FOR ISSUANCE OF THE
DUPLICATE OF
34299 OF THE
QOF THE

PETITION
OWNER'S
TITLE NO T
REGISTRY OF DEEDS
PROVINCE OF BATANGAS

MA. MELINDA CORAZON MARTINEZ-CRUZ

Petitioner
X

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
FOURTH JUDICIAL REGION

IX, BALAYAN, BATANGAS

SECOND AMENDED ORDER

LRC CASE NO. P-1115

ol Transfer Certificate of Title No, T-34299

Lot 7,
more of less, covered by TCT No

ol said TCT is attached as annex "A'
the petitioner as annex ''A-1"

A verified amended petition has been filed by petitioner Ma
thru counsel praying that after due notice, hearing and payment cf corresponding fees, an ordes
be 1ssued directing the Hegister of Deeds, Nasugbu. Batangas to Issue an Owner’'s Duplicate Copy

Fetitioner alleged that she is of legal age, married, Filipino, with postal address at Blk, 22
Phase Il Evergreen Executive Village, Bagumbong Caloocan City; that she is one of the
vendees ol a portion of that parcel of land located in the Municipality of Calaca, Province of
Batangas containing an area ol Seven Thousand Five Hundred Forty Two (7.542) square meters,
T-34299 of the Registry of Deeds of Batangas, a photocopy
likewise, attached hereto is 8 Deed of Sale in faver of
that the owner's copy of said title was lost by the registered
owner undet the circumstances stated in the Affidavit ol Loss, attached hereto as annex ''B'

Melinda Corazon Martinez-Cruz

that the subject taxes over the portion bought by the petitioner were fully paid, attached hereto
are the Tax Declaration and Heal Property Tax Clearance issued by the Municipal Treasurer of
Calaca, Batangas as annex ""C'" and '"C-1''; that the certificate of title of the subject property
Is in tull torce and effect and has been in the custody of the registered owner at the time it
was lost, that no other deed or other instrument affecting the property described in said title
has been presented or s pending registration in the office of the Registry of Deeds of Batangas
except those already annotated on the original of the title; and that the original of the title on
file with the Registry of Deeds of the Province of Batangas is existing and intact per certification
issued by the Register of Deeds of said province, attached hereto as annex ‘D"

Finding the petition to be sufficient In form and substance the same is set for hearing on
JLOctober 30, 1997 at 9:00 o'clock In the morning before this Court sitting at the Hall of Justice
Balayan, Batangas at which date, time and place, any interested person or entity is hereby ordered
why the petition should not be granted

Patitioner 18 hereby directed 1o have this order published once a week for three (3) consecutive
weeks

fto appear of &how cause I any,
In o newspaper of general circulation in the province of Batangas

Let this order be posted at the Bulletin Board of the Hall of Justice, RTC, Balayan
and the Municipal Bullding o! Calaca Batangas

Lat copies of this order be furmshed to petitioner. Office of the Solicitar General, Makati City
Metre Manila. Office ol the Public Prosecutor, Balayan Batangas, Otflice of the Register ol Deeds
Nasugbu, Batangas lor

50 ORDERED
Batangas,

Batangas
Calaca

their information

Balayan September 15, 1997
(Sgd | ELIHU A, YBANEZ
Executive Judge
WE FORUM

October 13, 20 & 27, 1997
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THE ECONOMY

BSP TO REACTIVATE OPEN MARKET
OPERATIONS BODY, CONDUCT BANK EXAMS

By NICK REBONG

THE Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP) will reactivate its open market operations commitiee
in bid to prevent undue speculation on peso-dollar trading at the Philippine Dealing Svstem

Al the same time, the BSP will undertake o more comprehensive examination ol banks witl
the end in view of determining those that may be engaging in unsafe and unsound banking
practices

The twin moves were revealed last weeh by Finance Secretiars Roberto de Ox ampo who
has been ordered by President 'idel Ramos to coordinate these activities with BSP Gov Gabriel
Singson

De Ocampo told the Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries that the order was part of

a series of memoranda issued by the President to alleviate the country from the current economic
slowdown brought about by peso depreciation

Last Monday, the peso fell by 43.2 centavos to P34 926 to the dollar from last Friday's
P34.494 1n a lifeless trading that saw the volume of transaction drop to only $10 millon Irom
$182 million.

Against this backdrop. the Bankers Association of the Philippines (BAP) imposed &
percent volatility band on peso-dollar trading starting last Tuesday

BAP President Deogracias Vistan explained that the reference rate would be ithe weighted
average rate in the afternoon. ““If the peso fluctuates over 2 percent bevond the reference rafe
trading will be suspended for 30 mmutes, Vistan said

“If the peso continues to Muctuates even alter the suspension, the volatuliy hind will he
narrowed down (o one percent upon resumption of trading with the BAP having the nght 1o
call for two more recesses,” he added

Vistan also said that il atter the three recesses. the peso fuctuated bevond | percent the
BAP would suspend trading for the day

He stressed that the rate would not move more than 4 percent 1 a dav. either up o down

President Ramos issued the series memoranda shortly after the peso had fallen rapidiy
through the psychologically mportant barmer of 35 to the dollar, rasing panic among investors

and speculators

With that development. the peso dechined more than 31 percent since July 11 when the
BSP abandoned 1ts defense of the curreney and decided to let it seek its own level in a free

market

In one memorandum, the President appointed e Ocampo as chair of an inler -agencey lask
force that will review the currency enisis and other economic issues

Fhe creation of the task force was taken as in response 1o the recommendation of the
representatives ol the Catholie Bishops Conference of the Philippines (CBCP) that President

Ramos met in Malacanang last Oct 2

Emerging from the meeting, the CBCI recommended the creation of a lomt government-
CBCP 1ask lorce and the holding of sustamned dialogues between the government and the CBCP

not only on the nattonal level but also on the local level

De Ocampo 1elt that the move to momtor closely the operations of banks is long overdue
He cited the case ol Dewey Dee in the martial law regime of the late dictator President
Ferdinand Marcos, which was one ol the biggest swindle cases in recent histony

Belore the banks saw the paper trail of Dee. he had already left the country and generally

behieved 1o have wken residence i Canada

Only an extradition treaty with Canada will be able to bring back Dee for formal due process

ol mvestiganon. he sad

De Ocampo also cited the case of Monte de Piedad and Savings Bank which mvolves
uncollectibles of about P18 billion that clearly escaped the auditors and bank examiners in

1092 1994

1993 and

I'he previous managers of Monte de Piedad headed by people close to Jame Cardinal Sin

latled o disclose 1o therr successors led by Vicente Tan these transactions

who were wn full conwol of the bank last year
P3>0 million and would not exceed PSOO million

I'hese successors,

thought that the uncollectibles were at [east

[Mus s far lower than what was discovered by the BSE and the successors o be well in

excess of 1 hilhon. lie sad

RAMOS WANTS TO
INSTITUTE MEASURES
VS ECO SLOWDOWN

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

THE Ramos administration will institute some belt-tight-
enng measures 1n s etlorts to achieve a hiscal surplus ths
vear

I'is was mdicated by President Fidel Ramos last week as
he ordered the Department ol Budget and Management (DBM),
the National Economic Development Authority (NEDA) and
the Department of Finance (DOF) to jointly conduct a review
of the national government's investment expendilure program
and recommend specilic measures

Budgel Secretary Salvador Lnriquez told the Manila
Vewsfeatures and Commentaries that the order was part of a
series of memoranda 1ssued by the President to alleviate the
country Irom the current economic slowdown brought about by
the peso depreciation.

Specilically, the President ordered the DBM, the NEDA

FEOE Phalippines outpaced
other emerging markets i the
world i termis of export growth
lor the hirst semester ol 1997

A tecent study by US-based
Mernill Lynch showed that the
country s 205 percenl exporl
growth rate ol the end ol the
second quarter was the lngh-
est rate among practically all
cmerging markets i the world
meludimg China

I'he study
export perlormance of the Phil-

and the DOF to prioritize socially elficient projects over those
with low absorptive capacitics or cost overruns. To attain the
projected P13 billion surplus i 1997, the government will
have 1o tnm down its proposed expenditure by P12 billion 1o
P16 billion

This developed as the government suffered revenue short-
falls for the first three months of this vear. Both the Bureau
ol Intemal Revenue (BIR) and the Burean of Customs (30OC)
fell short of their revenue largets

OfMicial statistes showed that the revenues ol the national
governmen! durng the same period stood al 96,958 hillion
which was 3 0 percent shori of the targeted P99.682 billion

I'he BOC generated only P20.153 billion in revenues, 17 77
percent short ol 11s target of P24 511 billion. The BIR collecied
P64,797 billion, 3 3 percent less than its P67.01-billion targel

lhe BIR was set lo downscale its revenue largel for tlus
year 1o take into account recent collection shortlalls due mainly
10 the delayed passage ol the remaning portion of the Com-
prehensive Tax Reform Program

I'he BIR was originally programmed to collect about 17333
billion for the whole of 1997, up from the P260.8-billion actual
compensation chalked up last vear. Of this, the biggest bulk
was to be generated from net income and profits, excise taxes
and sales taxes, value-added tax and licenses

[arher, Emilio Nen Ir., an economist at the University ol

on our hscal position

Ihere iy iy

foreign debl service

debt stock increases
ments wlhich

Asia and the Pacific Institute for FFconomic
urged the govermment to carefull
saving hut mamntaiming Qscal stability has never been more
important alter the recent attucks on ASEAN curren

Ner made the exhortation i a paper titled Frveal 1
Falling Upwards. a1 copy of which was obtamed by ihie A/
Newsfeatures anud Commentaries

AL this pont. the country cannol alTord Lo show am we
he sand

Nern explmned that when the gosermment outhned the retornmn lore
necessiry o |m|\!u\t' revente P | 18 Alon: its Lirpel vere bised |
on a dehinite sel of macroeconomic assumplions
ot s entire set of mocroeconomic assumplions
ready been altered smee the peso lell Tast July
dreet and mdirect
depreciation van altecet the national governmen! fiscal aecannt
xix,'uilimll\ on s dollar-denonunated ansactyons <ol s e
debt service and customs collections

Neri stressed that o weaker peso hos o nepative elieel on
saving hat debl service 1o
ilors expands with a weiakened currency
s dees the value ol the
il not anticipaled
expenditure budget by o sizuble amount

ippines with selected Latin
Amenican and Asun countries
In Asin. Clunn. which post-

ed @ 25

Policy Research

review s liseal aecounts

percent second

gquarter export growth rate
i ES
Tollowed

M ||||‘||“|'-l" Il wis

compared the

came 1 o close second 1o the

(Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

RP OUTPACES
OTHER MARKETS
IN EXPORT GROWTH

By DARWIN M. ESPINOSA

by Indonesta 9 | percent
Iharland, 4 6 percent Siga-
pore, 4.4 percent, and Malay-
Sl O percent
Against Latin American
ceonomies, the PMlalippmes
edged oul Peru, which regis-
tered a 254 percent export
growth rate: Mexico, 152
percent. Brazil. |2 percent
Argentima, 6 5 percent, and lic-
uador 3 2 percent
Menll Lyneh cited several
distinctive Teatures that work
m fuvor ol the Philippines -
i |\\u\] ol lughly educated and
skilled manpower  repatriated
savings ol overseas contract
Lourism re-
cepls and semcondiucton ex-
(Page 5, please)

workers, sirong

I$used on
| Jdrop ol the
nnounts o Y50 pulhon
and the 1913M

e problen
Hos 4l al |
e wine

Wil i (T

st
leprecialion 1nereases
wivs In Fevaenie sy

YT

detommated
|

T i

vilue ol

LTI
When ihe
prameipal i
blow np the country s

or Toreign debt service
can

(MNC)

he added

& simple analvsis

hisbursements by
the etlect s postlive Nen said
mgher peso value of nnports arsimg from each Pl depreciation

med the anmal collechons ol the

he smd the nse in annual

ien debt service expenditures ol (he government lor each
peso s average unnual value vis-a-vis the dollar
Ihe DO

however

together with the Bureau
estimates that every Pl
only P65S0O million

The

Hureau o Customs

Combimg the elteat of o peso depreciation on the dollar-
Hems ol the Nscal pecounts
generally Tavorable on o net basis, as

we can see that at
ereases 1 cusloms

callections and toreign grunts compensate tor higher expenses
e suid
Such a general conclusion, however, hos 1o be qualified.””
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NEWS BREAKS

UNDERNUTRITION WILL BE COMMON BY 2010

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

CONSUMPTION levels
in many countries would re-
main totally inadequate for
good nutrition.

Widespread undernutri-
tion would persist unless ex-
traordinary measures were
taken to ensure food for all

These are the findings of
a study made by the Food
and Agriculture Organiza-
tion (FAO) which says that
world production of cereals
(milled rice included) will

reach 2.334 million tons in
2010, compared with 1.679
million tons in the base
period of 1988-90

The study emphasized
that the carly vears of the
projection period would be
characterized by production
declines occurring in the
former Eastern Europe and
Soviet Union. and in the
United States

It also wamned that surplus-
es would be lower or could

LEGAL

DE LEON, conmisting of one-half

10532 LRC (GLRO) Rec, No. TEBQ)
Quezon City, with an acauisition
Sel dated March 27, 1984
Serien ol 1984 of Notary

Carlite V. Sembranc of
No. Vill; Senes of
of Court

1887

Notice (s hereby given that the esiate of the late TRINIDAD LACONSAY
1/2] portion
subdivision plen Psd-57020, beaing & portion of Lot AP
situated in the District of Bago Bantay
comt ol P20 000 .00 per Dead of Absolute
Doc. No
Public Catlito V
subject ol alfidavit of adjudication by Maleo de Leon before Notary Public
Quezon City
pursuant 1o Sectior

NOTICE

of Lot 10, Blk. 21
3-B-4-B-4

of the
Ped

120, Page No. 60; Book No

Sembrano ol Manila

411
in the
on Doc. No, 321; Page No. 3
1 of Rule 74 of the

Book
Rulan

WE FORUM

October 8, 132 & 20, 1887

even disappear Publicly-held
stocks could decrease as a
result of policy reforms n the
Major exporting countries

" These development have
happened 1n the first hall ol
the 1990s and have comeid-
ed with weather-induced pro-
duction declines mainly in the
United States,
largest cereals exporter.” the
“Relative-
ly strong economic growth in
mainly the developing coun-

the world's

FAO review said

LEGAL NOTICE

*Notice |a hereby given t
estate of BENJAMIN
JA,, who died on
had been settied extrajudicially
evidenced
Settlemeant
it heirs
entarad in the

June 23
by the Extraj
of Estate’ sxecutec
ctobe: B

wotarial registe
Elirabeth r_.' Andrieas
143; Page No. 28
Series of 1987

Notary Public
as Doc No
Book No

WE FORUM

Octobm 13, 20 & 27, 1887

Land Reg Case No, 97-002

To the Hon Solicitor

Director,

and Highways District

Cavite: AND TO ALL WHOM

land
A parcel ol Land
L.R.C. Record No )

BO deg. 24'W.,, 1239.61 m
thence S 2 deg
thence S. 79 deg
thence N 1 deg
thence S. B2 deg
thence N B8 deg

THREE

approved on Sept 27, 1995
2nd MCTC,

and there to

Silang, Cavite,
present

place atoresaid, your default
determined In accordance
forever be barred
Witness
1997
lssuad at
ATTEST

A True Copy

(Sgd.) ADELAIDA |
Chiel, Publication

CARAIG

WE FORUM

October 20, 1997

2ND

Goneral
Village, Makati City, the Director, Land Management Bureau
Region IV, DENR L & S Bldg

Department of Public Works and Highways
Department of Agraridn Reform
ment Bureau, Visayas Avenue, Diliman, both in Quezon City
the Provincial Prosecutor, the General Services Offices
Engineer,
Martires City, the Municipal Mayor,
Javier, both in Brgy. Lucsuhin, Silang Cawite; Vicente Montegrande
IT MAY CONCERN
An application having been in the above entitled case by
San Miguel, Silang, Cavite assisted by Atty
Silang, Cavite, praying for the registration and confirmation of the title to the lollowing described

llot 2839 Cad 452-D
situated in the Brgy
Bounded on the E., along line 1-2 by Lot 2840
line 2-3 by Trail, on the W, , along line 3-4 by Lot
2841, both of Cad-462-D, Silang Cadastie
from

THOUSAND FOUR HUNDRED FORTY
are indicated on the plan and are marked on the ground by P S
bearings grid, date of original suivey

You are hereby served this notice to
Philippines on
such claim
submit evidence in support ol such claim and unless you appear at said Court at the time and
will be
with law and
from contesting said application lor petihion] or
the HON JOSE A, MENDOZA, Acting Judge ol said Courl, the

Quezon City, Philippines

REPUBLIC OF THE

MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL

OF SILANG AMADEO
SILANG, CAVITE

NOTICE OF INITIAL HEARING

Oftice o1 the Soheilor
1515 Roxas Blvd
Bonifacio Drive, Part

PTA Bldg

the CENR Officer, CENRO

filed

Irnneoc A Anarna

of San Miguel
294

BLLM No 1, Cad-452-D

65 69 m to pont 2
50.52 m to point 3;
/542 m to point 4
10 89 m to point b
37.85 m to point of
THREE (3.443)

58'L

09'W
50'W
30°E
15°E

50Q
June 17:29, 1981
appaar belore

10th day ot
fhhave 1o

the

a8 you may sand
and the title 1o

evidence belore

recorded
the

this 4th day of

of Notices Section

PHILIPPINES
COURT

General
Escolta
Ermita
Area
Flliptical Road, Diliman
Metro Manila;
the Provincial Engineer
Land
the Municipal Council, Silang

11

Silang Cadastre as shown on plan Ap-04-009126
Mun
Cad-452-B, Silang Cadastre, on the Sk
on the N
Beginning at a point marked 1"
Silang

beginning
METERS. All points referted to
cyl
and prepared on Aug. 27

this Coun
December
land or

1he

Seplember

ILRA Record No N 6GR9

134
Manila

Amorsolo 51 Legaspi
the Hegional Executive
the Hon Secretary
Manila;, the Mon. Secretary,
the Director, Forest Manage
the Provincial Governor,
Public Works
Sector, Trece
Angle Maravilla, |ion
San Vicente, Silang

Manila,

the
Management

Cavite

Brgy

TRINIDAD PERNES, Widow.
Madlansacay St . Poblacion,

ol Silang. Province of Cavite
along
along lines 4 51 by Lot
on plan, being S
Cadastre

containing an area ol

mons. 15 x 60 cm

19985

Conc
and

held at
then

al Its session fo be
1987 at 200 PM
any portion thereof and o
and
will

will he
and theroatiaer
decree entered

27th day ot August

land
Court
any

adjudic aled
Yo
theraon

1997

REYNALDO ¥  MAULIT
Administraron
l.and
By
(Sgd.]
Chiel

Hegistratinn Authonty

SALVADLOR |
Docket Mwvision

ORIEL

tries of Asia have also con-
tributed to the recent pnce
surge in cereals -

I'he FAO review found that
events 1n developing countries
have moved along the pro-
jechion path: the net import
ol cereals are estimated to be
107 mullhion tons 1in the two
vear average in 1994-95 and
1995-96

This 15 very close o the
level resulting from mterpo-
lations between 90 million
tons 1n 1988-90 to 162 mil-
lton tons projected for 2010

I'he FAO review of the
study concludes there 1s some
evidence for faster demand for
growlh 1in some countries,
particularly i Asia where,
einch vear, mcome has risen
it (5 9 percent (IZast Asia) and
3 7 percent (South Asia) This
would likely lead to higher
consumption and imports. lor

TIART (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-

taries)

PAG-IBIG FUND or HOME
varsus
ESTELITA AGUILAR

X

s PAG-IBIG FUND or HDMI
Lovebirds Lane Streat
of the Mortgage debt
excluding Interest

which

will sell at
infront of MUN
in the Philippine Currency

improvement existing

authorized Sheril!
theroalter

therson

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO

DEVELOPMENT

EXTRA-JUDICIAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER AT

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135,
with otfice
City against the Mortgagor/s ESTELITA AGUILAR with residence and postal address at #408
Country Side Subd ., Phase |V, Paranaque., Metio Manila to secure payment

HALL
the lollowing described real property/ies

| HANSFER

REPUBLIC OF
REGIONAL

THE PHILIPPINES
THIAL COURT
REGION
PARANAQUE, METRO MANILA

SHERIFF

MUTUAL FUND

Mortgagee/s File No FRE-97-166

Mortgagor/s

FORECLOSURE OF REAL
NO. 3135

As amended by Act 4118

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

as amended by Act. 4118 tiled by Mortgagee/

address at The Atrium of Makati, Makati Ave , Makat|

as ol FEBRUARY 28. 1997 amount to P287,973 48 including)

penalty charges and all legal fees and expenses (ncidental to thie toreclosure
and sale the Executive Judge ol the Regional Trial Court of Paranaque, Metro Manila or her duly

auction on November 7 1997 at 10:00 a.m or soon
OF PARANAQUE (lobby) to the highest bidder and lor CASH
with all the building and other

public

o wit

CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO 74206

YA PARCEL OF LAND (Lot
i the Bo ol
by Lot 3,

an area ol

Wawa, Mun ot
Blk 2, on the NW
TWO HUNDRELD
% said the
Faranaque

property/ies and
Metro Manila
PERICLES U
Suparvising

ITELAN
Sherifl

W AHRNINRG
It is absolutaly
bolora

prohibitad o

on o the date ol sale

Copy Furnished All Parties

Lot 5258-A 1 described on plan Psd-04-002038, LRC Rec No

TWO
Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title/
encumbrances

SEPTEMBER 22

4, Bik 2, of the subd plan Pasd 04.002742 being a portion of
N 14078 Case No 1645) situated
Parafiaque, Metro Manila, Bounded on the SW. . slong line 1.2
along line 2-3 by Road Lot 1, Beginning x x x and containing
(202) SQUARE METERS, more or less
tharoon, if there be

1997

any

ATTY
CLERK OF

CLEMENTE BOLOY
COURT & EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

BENEDRICTO G HEBRON
SHERIFF IN-CHARGE

(Sgd }

dalace or destroy this NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALF
penalty of

remove

under law I

Concerned

WE FORUM

October 13, 20 & 27, 1897
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GOV’T FILES RAPS VS 140
SQUATTING SYNDICATES IN METRO

By NICK REBONG

HE government — specially the local govern-

ment units (LGUs), the Philippine National

Police (PNP) and the Presidential Commission

on the Urban Poor (PCUP) - has filed charges against
140 squatting syndicates in Metro Manila.

This was revealed by Sen. Gregorio Honasan,

Sen
Honasan,

Interpellated by
Franklin Drilon,
sponsor of the measure, said
these cases would proceed
even with the repeal of PD
772 that penalizes squatting

Honasan stressed that SB
1575 does nol intend to free
the squatter syndicates and the
it ITom

|II|1|L'\-..- sepuatiiers

any habihty. The bl merely
dhistmguishes between protes-
stanal squatters and squatting
syndicates. on the one hand
and the miended benelicianes
ol a socialized housing pro-
gram. on the other

He ented that under Repub-
lie Aet 7279. or

Development and [ lonsing Act

the Urban

(UDILIA), squatting syndicates
are penihized with six years
imprisonment or a line ol
belween P6O,000 and
P100.000. or both

Under the UDHA, squat-
ung syndicates are defined as
groups ol persons engaged 1n
the business of squatter hous-
ing lor profit or gain

As o how the bill will
address the problem of squai-
ting, Monasan explained thal
the hill proposes the repeal
of P12 772 10 resolve the prob-
lems of the intended beneli-
ciaries of the land use and
land distribution policy that
had been complicated by u
backlog of about four million
socialized housing units

He noted a statement ol
President Fidel Ramos that the
government could provide only
about | 2 million to | 3 mil-
lion units 1n the next two
years

Honasan expressed the
view that a comprehensive
land use policy should moti-
vate the 1,547 municipalilies
all over the country to update

their rezonming ordiances that
could be addressed by a
national zoming code 1in a
coordinated manner

He said the Senate com-
and

natural resources under Ser

mitlee on environment
Orlando Mercada has started
to discuss the land usc Ll
A

A Lhat
Shahant o

(RAEET
l.encii
thatt she
national lTand use poli

1
il 1He

She also recilled |
Senate had spent i
cnaching Republic Act 7813
i l l||
tegrated Shelter Finaneimg /
ol 1994

or the Comprehensive

which provid

~P4.00 IN-METRO MANILA

chair of the Senate committee on urban planning,
housing and resettlement, during the recent delib-
erations on Senate Bill 1575, which seeks to decrimi-
nalize squatting and other similar acts by repealing
Presidential Decree 772. The committee has report-
ed out the measure as Committee Report 458,

a review and sysiematic eval-
uation by appropnate commuit-
tees of Congress that have
legislative punsdiction over the
governmenl programs on
housing and land use
Shahant asked lonnsan
which
aims o determine the ments

\\ill'[lll'] ||l\_' reEview
il the hnancal schemes and
T pusbly then contimition o
ternunation had alreads been
maude
Honasan rephed thint the
review was bemg undentaken
I the uppropnate commitlces
il the Senate and the House

said

the mitial review showed that

ul |\>L'|‘|i."\1_']ll.l]|\i."\ I1e

the National Housing Author-

ity could not and had not been
able 1 1mplement the program
because ol lack of funding and
lack of coordination among
the LGUs and agencies in-
volved
s 15 Drilon
and Gilorna M apagal-Arroyo

why Sens

have proposed the ereation of

LT o) lousima (o
tle these ellorts

Shohann relemred oo World
Bsunk studv showimg that the
Nualional Mortgage Fmancing
Comp (NMEC) 15 1n a disar-
ray and its records are poorly
kepl

surprising that the people

[hus. she said, 1t 1s nol

conlinue (o payv themr mort-

gapes when they should have

SQUATTING: Lucrative business.

already  recenved then Oitles
|.-|;_,- HIE

[he study also showed that
grall und corruption has in-
vaded the NMI'C. Shahani
added

[onasan noted that the
mlonnation reaching his ol
lice indicated there was o
problem ol collection mell-

ciency. saving that collection

retlected only 64 paeroent s
-.'|-|1.;‘.i1\-| o the ideal Larpel
ol 87 percent

Shahany traced the poor
collection to the faet that the
lunehions ol the collecling
units ol these housing agen-
cies have not been discharged
properly (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries)

CLEANING the environ-
ment too can be privatized,
according to Genalyn
Villasénior, a rescarcher at
the Congressional Planning
and Budget Office (CPBO),
the in-house think tank of
the House of Representa-
tives,

She made the proposal
in a paper titled Address-
ing Pollution Through
Market Mechanism. A copy
of the paper was obtained
by the Manila Newsfeatures
and Contmentaries

Villasenor explained that
conirolling pollution proves
to be an exacting task to
the government. It requives
massive human and faan-
cial resources, Given lim-
ited resources, the govern-
ment is left with no choice
but to shift part of the re-
sponsibility to the private
sector,

In fuct, she said, the gov-
ernment can even ralse
money from doing so, and

this is via market-based
charges on pollution. Money
is collected as *‘green fee”
The Worldwatch Institute
has estimated that taxing pol-
lution can generate more
than S1 trillion a year world-
wide.

Villasenor pointed out,
however, that the Philip-
pines' share from this could
not be determined yet. Once
thing Is certain though: The
“preen fees' that could be
collected must be sizable and
these could be ploughed back
by financing its various
environmental programs.

According to Environmen-
tal Management Bureau
(EMB), indusirics are amaong
the lending polluters in the
country, The industries have
considerably contaminated
both inland and coastal
waters accounting for 48
percent of the pollution load,
next only to domestic sew-
age that contributed approx-
imately 52 percent.

CLEANING THE ENVIRONMENT

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

High levels of mercury
and other pollutants such as
oil, zinc and silver were
reported in the surface of
waters of Maniln,

As 1o how they have fouled
the air, the 1990 EMB emis-
sions inventory indicated that
of the total sulfur oxides, the
industries emifted the larg-
est ot 88 percent. Also, the
industries have contributed
17 percent of nitrogen ox-
ides, 11 percent of particu-
late matter and less than two
pereent of the total organic
gises and carbon monoxide.

In controlling pollution,
the Department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resourc-
es, through its attached of-
fices such as the EMB and
the Pollution Adjudication
Board, relies heavily on
regulation or command-und-
control approach to pollution,

Fhis includes the estab-
lishment of ambient levels ar
standards, imposition of fines
and penalties on violators,

CAN BE PRIVATIZED

conduct of Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA), is-
suance of permits to busi-
nesses vin the Environmen-
tal Compliance Certificate
(ECC) and the identification
or prescription of specific
pollution control devices.

Yillasenor noted that al-
though regulations give the
government a grip over the
palluters, there arve shortcom-
ings attendant to this mech-
anism: regulations are cost-
Iy at the enforcement level
and they are open to corrup-
tion because of the bargain-
ing and negotiations between
enforcing authorities and
erring establishments,

Also, they encourage non-
compliance because indus-
tries find that it is more costly
to comply than pay very low
fines; and they discournge
technological innovation be-
cause there is little incen-
tive for industries to go
heyond whai Is required.

Villasenor pointed out that

the only incentive to indus-
fries is the one given by the
Board of Investments un-
der Executive Order 226,
It grants up to 100 percent
exemptions in taxeés and
customs duties on *‘reason-
ably needed” machinery
that includes air pollution
control devices and waste-
wiater treatment facilities.

These exemptions are
available only to new and
expanding firms. Bul what
about old businesses want-
ing to Install pollution con-
trol devices?

**Not only are the Phil-
ippine environmental reg-
ulations vulnerable to the
foregoing frailties. Poor en-
forcement of regulations,
scenrce budgei and Inck of
qualified personnel, foo,
undermine pollution control
effort in the country,'’
Villaseior said.

« Manila Newsfeatures

and Commentaries
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