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PESTICIDE LAB: President Ramos inspects the facilities of the national Pesticide Analytical Laboratory at the Bureau of Plant and Industry
Compound in Quezon City during a visit there last week, The laboratory, which started operations only last June 1997, was built with a grant Page
from the Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA). At right is Agriculture Secretary Salvador Escudero 11 (Malacanang Photo) Y
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METRO MANILA STREETS INDICATIVE OF -
INEFFICIENT TRANSPORT SYSTEM IN RP

BY DARWIN M. ESPINOSA

IFF EVERY registered ve-
hicle in the country will ply
the entire road network in a
single day, there will be 10
vehicles. at the most. on ev-
erv Kilometer of paved road.
['his tralfic-free scenario, how-
ever, changes drastically when
one looks at the ratio in Metro
Manila

There are at least 229
vehicles for every kilometer of
road in Metro Manila, accord-
ing to a study conducted by
traffic experts stationed at the
National Center for Transpor-
tation Studies at the Univer-
sity of the Philippines

Compared 1o the ratio of
10 vehicles for every Kilome-
ter for the whole country and
six vehicles for every kilome-
ter for areas outside the city,
the ratio in Metro Manila
indicates the lack of ready
roads thal can service the
bureeomng density o1 vehicles

Uinder the Urban Transport
Svstem Improvement Plan
where the government s road
expaision has been patterned
road expansion in Metro
Manila should grow by an
average ol 600 kilometers
annually

Figures Irom the Depart-
ment ol Transportation and
Communications (DOTC),
however, showed that only 300
Kilometers of all types ol roads
were constructed from 1983 to
1990, which 1s equivalent to

METRO MANILA'S ROAD NETWORK: Too many cars.

pPrevious vears

Traflic experts say many of

the roads m Metro Manila have
reached their maximum capac-
ity since the traflic volume on
Mamla's major bus and

jeepney thoroughfares can

range from 10,000 1o 250.000
every day
The present lack of road

however, by the construction
of four circumlterential roads
and 10 spatial roads, which
when completed, will form a
network of five rings and ten
radial road patterns. One cir-
cumlerential road. named the
C-5, 15 already bemng used
As of 1992 DOTC
mates. the total length of all

esl-

160 843 Kilometers and aver-
age road density was ar 3.02
Kilometers tor eveny one thou-
sand persons. Nonetheless. road
density i the country is rel-
atvely ligh when compared
to other Asian countries

But the tight ratio ol Metro
Manila s trafTic lies not only
on the lack of ready roads. UP

i her paper htled Predicting
the Impact of the EDSA Mass
Rail Transit on the ANode of
Behavior of Car Users for
Work Tips, that the sireels
show a scenano reflective of
an eflicient mass transport
svstem i the countn
““There are too many pri-
vate cars compared 1o buses

adding that “the demand lrom
mobility has resulted in a high
reliance on the private mode
ol transportation and the de-
velopment of a highly car-
onented hilestvle

Giving credence to (he
Jimenez's observation 1s a
report from the Land Trans-
portation Office which revealed
that 41,5 percent ol registered
vehicles in Metro Manila are
private cars. This means that
for every registered vehicle,
four are private cars and the
remaiming 585 percenl are
shared by other types of ve-
hicles including public utili-
v, government and diplomat-
1c vehicles

Of the total number ol
registered vehicles, the gov-
emmenl has | 98 percent or
57466 vehicles. and the dip-
lomatic vehicles represent a
meager || percent or 3.273

ibhie utihity velueles on the
other hand registered ot [V |3
pervent or o total of Sol w”
TR ES

L 1 TEQISratlon 2rows 31 i
steady rate of 10O
annually In 1995, 11 went up
o 16 percent On the other
hand. car sales in the country
leaped 211 percent from 994
o 1995 If the trend contin-
ues, the DOTC predicts that
nearly one-third of Metro
Manila residents will be us-
ing cars wherever thev go in
exactly 10 vears (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-

percet

a meager 2 percent from the expansion is being addressed.

roads 1 the country was ot instructor Nenita Jimenez noted

and jeepnevs. " she pomnted out.  taries)

"AIDS EDUCATION SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN CURRICULUM’

By NICK REBONG

AIDS education should be mcluded in the school curmicu-
lum
I'lis was the consensus of lnwmakers who participated 1n
the recent deliberations on Senate Bill I818. which seeks 1o
promulgate policies and preseribe measures in the prevention
and control of HIV/AIDS in the Philippines
Sponsored by Sen. Ireddie Webb, chuir of the Senate
commuttee on health and demography, the measure also aims
to achieve the following
Institute a nanonwide HIV/AIDS mlormation and educa-
tion program
Iistablish @ comprehensive THIV/AIDS monitoring svstem
Create the Phulippine Aids Prevenuon and Control Com-
mission
Sen. Trancisco Tatad noted that SI3 IRI8 recogmzes the
sertousness of HIV/AIDS as an incurable discase and proposes
an elaborale educational program to prevent and control its
spread
latad expressed doubts, however, whether the experts Know
the causes modes ol trunsmission and the wavs ol preventing
and LLJ1I1HIHJI'[;_' the disease e wondered whether it would be
a pohes lor Congress o legislute the inclision ol AIDS wd-
ucation n the school curmculum
Webhh pomted out that o Umited Nations Iducational  Scientific

and Cultural Orgamization study shows that schools are inpor-
tant channels tor developing good traits such as personal hygiene
cating healthy Tfood and responsible sexual behavior that sti-
dents can observe throughout their lhves

He also stressed that schools, being institutions ol authority
and eredibility. are one ol (he most ellecuive locations 1n
condueting AIDS education. cibing that 335 World Health Orzaniza-
ton studies mdicate that sex education has led to the adoption
ol responsible sexual behuvior among the vouth

Webb also said that a survey made by the University ol
the Plulippmes reveals thut B8 percent of the voung people
aged 15 1o 24 have already premarital ses

Asked how muny class hours would be required for such
a course. Webh replied it would just have to be meluded 1
the health subjects bemng taught o all levels and that the
length ol time would be determined by the school

Fatad exploined that HIV/AIDS is an mcurable sexually
transmilted disease that can be ayvorded or prevented smmply
by bemg chaste. particularly by avoiding sexual contact with
an THV/AIDS carmer

I'e sand the discase usuallv aliliets the sexually active homosex-
titls and heterosesuals and there 1s no need lor an elaborite
und comphicated text on how 1o prevent THIV/AIDS

Webb expressed the view that a course would be needed

to educate the vouth on the modes of transmission of HIV/
AIDS

Ihese modes are sexual intercourse wherein the virus is
lnghly concentraned on the sperm cells, blood transtusion and
organ donation. dunng pregnancy. sharing of needles. and
acedental exposures in hospitals and clinics

On the proposed 25-member commission that would devel-
op programs Lo prevent and control the spread of the disease
Fatad observed that no commission was created to respond to
the mugor Killers and the most common diseases in the countny

Tatad smd there was no lactual basis established for (he
creation of a commussion tor AlDS except lor some emolional
references (o the dangers of the disease

He also saud thar 110 would need techmeal experts, instead
of Cabinet members. to focus on the problem and make the
necessary recommendations

Against this backdrop, Webb said he would accept an
amendment Lo o provision creating a special HIV/AIDS pre-
vention and control umit under the Department of Health whiel
would be manned by quahiied medical specialists and support
stall

[he mn would have o vearly budget that would not be
realigned and diverted [or uny other program or project (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commentaries)
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OP Swiss and Philippine government officials
helped conceal $13 billion gold bullion of de-
funct President Ferdinand E. Marcos and knew
of the laundering of at least 32 tons worth $489 million
of the total 1,241 tons of gold shrouded in secrecy in

June and July.

This was claimed by law-
yer Robert Swifl of 10,000
human rights victims of mar-
tial law, who petitioned the
Los Angeles court lo prevent
the sale of the Marcos gold
bullion. Swafl’s source on the
disposition of the gold bullion
and the laundering of the pro-
ceeds in a Swiss bank account
allegedly in the name of Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos was Peter
Ritter, a top Swiss banker

President Ramos branded as
“*a conspiracy of falsehood and
fabnications™ that proceeds on
the alleged sale of Marcos gold
had been deposited 1n secret
Swiss bank account in his
name

Malacafian branded as
“‘total labrication  that 1.1
million troy ounces of the gold
were transferred to the Union
Bank of Switzerland and to five
separate banks in 1986. The
gold was sold for $466 mil-
lion 1n 1993 and the proceeds
deposited with the Swiss
Banking Corporation

The money was then quickly
transferred between June and
July 1997 and deposited in the
name of Philippine National
Oil Co. by PNOC Director
Enrique Vasquez at Bank
Julius Baer and Co., Swifi said,

“1o prevent the victim’s law-
yers from tracing the money
now controlled by a high-lev-
el Philippine official

Ferdinand  (Bongbong)
Marcos Jr. reportedly ordered
the sale of two metric tons of
the gold worth $23 million on
June 12 and 13, 1997 and the
proceeds were transferred to
the Marcos account 1n Stan-
dard Chartered Bank in Hong
Kong.

Presidential Commission on
Good Government Chairman
Magtanggol Guiligundo called
the linking of government io
the secret sale of Marcos gold
a “‘desperate attempt by Rob-
ert Swifl to pressure the Phil-
ippine government to compel
the Marcos family and estale
to pay the $2.1 bilhon judg-
ment againsi the Marcos es-
tate, which is beyond the power
of the Philippine government, "’

PCGG agent Rainier Jacobi,
key witness in the Hawaii
hearings against the Marcoses,
was asked to produce docu-
ments to back up latesi find-
ings on Marcos assets stashed
i Swiss banks identified by
Swift as Union Bank of Swit-
zerland, Julius Baer and Co.
and Standard Chartered Bank.

Swift said a memorandum
from Ritter showed President
Ramos had an account at Bank
Julius Baer. But Swafl’s asso-
ciate lawyer Rod Domingo Jr
sad the inclusion of the Pres-
ident’ s name in the memoran-
dum does not indicate any
wrongdomng but he said the
President has to lake a posi-
tion on the matter as “'lus
silence nught be interpreted
by certain quarters as an in-
dication of complicity in the
illegal transactions committed
by the Marcoses,™”

L ] L ] L ]

SMAZE, EL NINO
DESTABILIZE EARTH

A confluence of disasters
over which there is no imme-
diate antidote i1s wreaking
havoc unabated and destabi-
lizing our Asian world. The
air we breathe that is saturat-
ed with pollutants from vehi-
cle exhansts and factory emis-
sions of smoke and foxic partic-
ulates is aggravated by the
health-threateming smoke haze
from 167 forest fires raging
across drought-siricken Indo-
nesia’s Kalimanian m Borneo,
Sumatra island and Jayawijaya

Smoke from the bush fires
has been wafted to Thailand's
Phuket a1 -and since last week
to soutl +  Mindanao where
visibility  as clouded in Gen-
eral San'us and Cotabato cit-
1ies and n Puerto Prinsesa,
Palawan The smoke and haze
reaching Manila and Western
Visayas have bred the coined
term *‘smaze

As the Indon lorest lires
rage, Il Nifio scourge that
parches fields of food crops.
causeg hunger and death in the
Pacilic rim countries, 1s stalk-
ing certain Philippine areas that
Il(l\'L‘ h‘.‘t.‘l'l .‘il“CkL‘-ll 11 umes
over the past 30 vears with El

By ERIC S. GIRON

MARCOS GOLD CONTROVERSY
NOW ‘RAMOSGATE’ SCAND

o

Nifio drought lts full impact
15 expected next vear

Weather conditions were
favorable when the mam sea-
son rice crops were sown. Nexl
vear's harvest of 7 14 mullion
tons of rice and maize at over
3.46 million tons may be af-
fected if El Nifio sets in the
last quarter of 1997 To mun-
imize vulnerability, a campaign
to plant short-maturing rice and
maize varieties has been started
by the Agriculture Department

Import orders have been
placed for 500,000 tons of nce
and maize from China and Ar-
gentina as a hedge against
volatility in election year 1998,
says the Food and Agriculture
Organization.

HAZE DISASTERS

The haze caused by the
smoke [rom Indonesia’s [or-
est fires has proved disastrous
to air and sea transports,

A Garuda Indonesia Airbus
with 222 passengers and a crew
of 12 crashed in the mountain
region near Buah Nabar vil-
lage in Sibolangit district, 45
kilometers south of Medan cily
Sept. 26 Polonia tower in
Medan, Sumatra lost contact
with the fMight at 1:30 p.m.,
30 minutes after takeoff from
Jakarta. None ol the 234 on
board survived

The transportation ministry

PRES. RAMOS: Marcos ghost still haunts him.

said 104 ol the bodies had been
identified by Saturday afler-
noon. Twenty-four corpses
were brought to Adam Malk
Hospital in Medan. Among the
victims were |8 foreigners --
American, Dutch, French,
German, Japanese and one
Belgian. This worst plane crash
in Indonesia was the fourth
plane disaster this year,

I'wenty-nine crewmen of
N.V. Vickraman of India were
missing oult ol 34 when 11
collided with supertanker
Mount One registered in St
Vincent in the Caribbean at
Il pm Fnday and sank In
the smog-cloaked Strait ol
Malacca.  Five survivors
Viekraman were rescued by a
[har merchant vessel and a
Malaysi:n navy ship. There
was no casualty on the slight-
ly damaged AMount One

[n the lace of these calam-
ities, a magnitude 6 earthquake
shook Sulawes: island 1n In-
donesia, killing 12 people,
leaving 30 hospitalized. Hun-
dreds of houses and buildings
were damaged in Pare Pare in
South Sulawes: at 830 am
People panicked as the quake
shook the town for five min-
utes,

Most of the dead and in-
jured were hit by falling
masonry from crumbling hous-

es and buildings. The debris
damaged cars and motorcycles
Many homes had large cracks
in their walls and residents
feared that the two-story brick
and concrete houses will fall
down.

A 5.2 magnitude earthquake
rocked Inan Java province, the
Indonesian-governed western
half of New Guinea

The smoke haze is expect-
ed to linger unul December
like the Mount Pinatubo fall-
out that fell over the world
The forest fires show no signs
ol abalting and have caused the
mist  [rom Sumatra and
Kalimantan to engulf the
Zamboanga peninsula. An
aircraft bearing Presidenl
Ramos Sept. 20 landed on
lambler alternate international
airport in General Santos. But
later Philippine Air Lines
thights from Davao City to
General Santos were diverted
afler two landing atlempts were
aborted

If the air proves suffocat-
ing, people may have lo wear
masks to avord inhaling the
fumes The smaze could n-
duce asthma, bronchitis, cough-
ing and eye infections, **Sul-
furic contents in the smog when
mixed with air moisture be-
comes acidic,”” which is inju-
rious to the lungs, said Rosalio

Goze of the Science Depart-
ment. Heavy rains could wash
down the chemicals in the
almosphere but the monsoon
has been late in commng be-
cause of El Nifio

EL NINO COMING

The Philippines has been
having scarce rainfall lately.
The country’s 168 irrigation
system serving 1.5 million
hectares of land and 90 per-
cent of dams reservoirs receiv-
ing below normal rainfall
become useless unless more
typhoons replenish the water
supply

[he dry spell has begun in
Mindanao which produces 7 1
million coconuts of the nation's
total 11.1 million annual yield
What are resorted to at present
are immediate, not long-range
measures such as using top-
soil for coconut plants made
of a mixture of coconut husk
dust and salt that absorb more
water. This mixture’s high
chlonide and potassium con-
tent provides supplemental
nutrients for coconul trees

I'he long-range plans are
reforestation of watersheds to
conserve water, the approval
of the Nationa! migation Act
to expedite irmigation systems,
additional rice warehouses,
government subsidy for crop
seeds and fertilizers and cred-

(Next page, please)
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it for the farmers.

In the meantime, larmers
are advised to resort to avail-
able methods while awaiting
the infrastructure for water
supply and support services lo
affected ndustries

[ ] L] L]

SOARING OIL COST
Protest seems to be the only
recourse lelt for consumers

against the inexorable cvele of

gasoline and petroleum price
mcreases that have the dom-
no eflect of escalating the cost
ol basic market commodities

The usnal consequence 1s
a general transport strike such
as that slated October 7
Drivers staged a ““die-in™’

while picketing offices ol

Petron, Shell and Caltex called
the Three Sisters oil cartel
Medardo Roda, head of the
nationwide jeepney drivers-
operators group Piston, de-
nounced the *‘shameless prof-
iteening’” by the oil compa-

nies and the ‘“connivance ol

the administration in defruud-
ing people of millions ol
pesos.”

The Campaign Against Oil
Price Increase is launching a
noise barrage to show indig-
nation over the ill effects of
oil price increases and the
deregulation law  convener
Carol Almeda announced
Government emploves and
nulitant groups have expressed
support for the stnike

Bataan Rep. Ennque Garcia

held criminally hable™" En-
ergy Sec. Fransico Viray if he
fmls to justiiv the mmcrease in
oil prices Only last monthi. the
oil firms ncreased their prie-
¢s by an average 23 centavos
per liter, gasoline having the
biggest S0-centavo adjustment
Alter midnight Saturday
Petron raised its prices by an
average 13 centavos per liter
Pilipinas Shell did not hold
off 1ts gasoline price hike as
it had promised but effective
6 pm. Sept. 23, rmsed its
prices. Caltex lollowed sun
While diesel o1l used by
the transport sector goes up
by eight centavos per liter,
Petron priced unleaded gaso-
line at 35 centavos more from
P11.23 1o P11.58, premium
gasoline by 2| centavos
(P11.89 1o P12.10) and regu-
lar by 19 centavos (P10.44 to
P10 63), kerosene by |6
centavos (P6 78 to P6.94) The
new prices were computed on
the basis of P31.65 to $1 at
$18 per barrel of crude ol
Effective 6 p.m Saturday,
Shell’s unleaded gasoline went
up by 35 centavos to P11.63
compared 1o Petron’s P1'1.58
Other 1ncreases premium
gasoline, P12 13 per liter
diesel, P7 83 per liter. regu-
lar casolme "0 63 and Ker-
osene P64
Farly the other week. lig-
uetied petroleum gos (LPG)
price went up by 47
lor Shell 45

centavos

centavoes lor

Petron and Caltex. jet fuel by
57 centavos and fuel o1l by 52
centavos lor Shell, S0 centavos
for Petron and Caltex

Sull, the o1l lirms ¢laim the
new prices won'l enable them
to recoup part ol the P330
million they claim to have lost
by_the peso devaluation on July
I'l and will increase prices in
the ensuing weeks

I'he Piston is asking for 50-
Centavo merease i jeepney lare
from P2 to PP2.50 il the oil
companies do not roll back the
Tuel price by '] 50 per liter
and scrap the O1l Indusiry
Deregulation Law  The Trade
Union Congress ol the Philip-
pmes 1s seeking a daily P35
wage increase

Lawmakers are blaming the
oil deregulation law as faulty.
The National Power Corpora-
tion raised electricity rate by
six centavos per Kilowatt hour
effective September. blaming
sharp peso  depreciation.
Napocor claims its dollar re-
serves have been exhausted be-
cause of peso depreciation

L ] - L]

DISCORDANT VOICES

When Malacaian legal
counsel Renato Cavetano lam-
basted Cabinet men who per-
sisted in Charter amendment
lor makimg President Ranmios
look like a double-talker uiter
e had ruled oot what did
that mean’

And when Press Sec Hee-
tor Villanueva savs he will not

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT

NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

PARANAQUE. METRO MANILA

OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

Versus

L

RURAL BANK OF LA CARLOTA, INC.-SAN PABLO BRANCH,
Mortgagee/s,

SPOUSES EDGARDO C. MARCELO AND JERLYN MARCELO,
Mortgagor/s

File No.: 97-144

take sitting down the fall for
not advocating Constitution
amendment that caused Mal-
acanan s defeat on an 1ssue that
public opinion was against.
what does it mmply?

Villanueva said there was
a musreading of the public pulse
by Malacanian’s TAE -- Ruben
Forres, Jose Almonte and
Salvador Enriquez Jr. -- who
wenl agamst the consensus and
were jeered by the press. He
feels he is nol responsible for
1l

Villanueva averred he has
been steadfast in maintaining
President Ramos® oflicial line
that he will step down on June
30, 1998 He smd those who
advised Mr. Ramos to push
for Charter amendment to
remove the constraint of a
single six-vear term so that he
could seek reélection “fueled
the massive September 21
rally.”

And what about the news-
paper teport that presidential
political adviser Gabriel
Claudio’s views are nol shared
by Secretarv Torres?

All these mmply a division
ol opinion among Malacafian’s
minions and not all stand
sohdly behind the presidential
pronouncements

IBC 13 HULLABALOO

Sen Minam D) Santiago
113€ |3 |1TC\!1!C1I[
Fmthano Templo ol imposing
censorship on Channel |3 for
lirimg news exceutive Roberto
del Rosario who authorized
coverage of the Sept. 21 Luneta

avelised

rally. A newspaper editorial
said this was done “in defense
ol dictatorship™ although
I'emplo explained del Rosano
was “‘Kicked upstairs’ in view
of the network’s cutting costs
in streamlining
[he senators™ hackles were
raised when Sen Ernesto
Ierrera and Santiago’s views
were reported banned by
Channel 13. An editonal said
the sooner the Presidential
Commission on Good Govern-
ment tums over sequestered
stations 13, 9 and 2 to the pri-
vale sector, the better for
evervone concerned
STUDENT RESPECT
ASKED
Reactions poured on radio
to FEducation Undersecretary
[llinda Peliangeo’s memoran-
dum to schools to teach ele-
mentary and high school stu-
dents not Lo lose respect, trust
and faith in the country’s
leaders on Malacaiian’s order
She said ““masyvado nang
pumangil  ang image ni
Presidente Ramos dahil sa
Charter change ar rally sa
Luneta, Kkava gagamitin ang
mga bata para bumango uli
ang 1mage mva sa publiko,””
I'hat image-building 15 a
malter of propaganda is a
misconception Only the Pres-
wdent himselt
wlatever
has lent
Cluldren are not so naive
as o give respect where 1t 1s
not due. Give them more credit
for mtelligence to distinguish

can salvage

Iittle credibiliny he

Waiver of Share’
Cavite
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LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that the estate of the late VICENTA BENI
TEZ has been extrajudicially settled among her hews in a document
ontitled “'Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate of Victona Banitezr With
under Doc. No 88, Page No
Series of 1997 of Motary Public Atty

18; Book No 57;
Innec A. Anarna of Silang,

right from wrong, the deserv-
g and undeserving
L - L]

PESO DIPS: P34/81

The peso hit its doldrums
at P34.1 to the US dollar in
spite of Finance Sec. Roberto
de Ocampo’s assurance at the
International Monetary Fund
meeling in Hong Hong that this
1s but a leeting phase and the
peso can be expected lo re-
bound eventually

I'he peso closed Friday at
P33.52. It slid a few hours after
opening (o P33 93 to the dol-
lar, as banks tried to satisfy
increased demand of dollars
for which there was a heavy
corporate demand. The peso
ended weaker at P33.99 1o the
dollar

“*Some banks are buying
the dollar up due to some
corporate demand,”” a trader
from a foreign bank said
“*Some banks are just irying
to test the P34 to the dollar
level ™

The National Food Author-
ity needed a “‘few million’
dollars for imports, a trader
said. Traders believed the
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas
would provide ““tough resis-
tance’” at P34 to the dollar
level. In the past week. the
BSF was oflermg to sell dol-
lars at P34 05 but there were
no takers

['he peso closed at P33 99
on a $114 1 mulhon volume
tirmover

With the Thar baht cnisis
prolonged, the regional curren-
cy turmoil 1s expected to lin-
ger longer and the peso could
be volatile. Bul most analysts
say the Philippine situation
differs from that of Thailand.

The Thai baht pave up its
early firm tone and weakened
in the face of the regional
onslaught. Players looked
beyond the government’s
weekend survival of a no-con-

fidence vote and parliamenta-
rv passage of a new Constitu-
tion.

“‘People were quite happy
about the new Dbill being
passed’” on the draft of the
Constitution, said a Singapore
dealer. Government survival
was also positive. Bul dealers
said the market was now
concerned aboul a Cabinet
reshuflle.

The baht was at 36.05/15
to the dollar onshore against
35.74/84 six hours earlier, and
al 35.65/85 oftshore

The Indonesian rupiah
eclipsed its previous record low
of 3,125 to the US dollar when
it depreciated at over three
percent to 3,215/25 to the
dollar

Malaysia’s ringgit was hot
on the heels of the rupiah,
dropping to 3,200 to the US
dotilar, two percent more [rom
its late Friday level of 3,150/
330

The Bruner and Singapore
dollars were pegged at parity
under an agreement by both
governments

EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF
REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER ACT No. 3136
As amended by Act. 4118

LEGAL NOTICE

Motice 1s hereby given that the estate of the late ERNESTO V
ORTIZ who died intestate a1 Quezon City on August 20, 1996, con:
sisting of a land with Transfer Certificate of Title No. RT-18343 [(162271)
have been extrajudicially settlod among his heirs as per document antitled
“Extrajudicial Settlement of Heal Estate’’ befare Notary Public Sennia
A. Tablizo of Quezon City as Doc. Na 194; Page No, 40, Book No.
XIl: Series of 1997,

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act. 4118 filed by Mortgages/
s RURAL BANK OF LA CARLOTA-SAN PABLO BRANCH, with office address at San Pablo City,
Laguna against the Mortgagor/s SPS. EDGARDO AND JERLYN MARCELO with residence and postal
address at Mabini Extension, San Pablo city, Laguna, to secure payment of the mortgage debt
which, as of (PRINCIPAL OBLIGATION) amounts to P335,000 00 including/excluding interest, penalty
charges and all legal fees and axpenses incident to this foreclosure and sale, the Executive Judge
of the Regional Trial Court, Parafiaque, Metro Manila or her duly authorized Sheriff, will sell at
public auction on October 17, 1997 at 1000 a.m. or soon thereafter infront of the Municipal
Hall, (Lobby), Parafiaque, Metro Manila, to the highest bidder and for CASH, in Philippine Currency,
the following described real property/ies, with all the buildings and other improvements existing
thereon to wit

WE FORUM

Sept. 22, 29 & Oct 6, 1997

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice s hereby given that the estate of HSIEH TIEN KUN who
died intestate on November 17, 1998 has been settled extrajudicially
as oevidenced by the Extrajudicial Settlement of Estate executed by his
heirs on July 29, 1996 entered in the notarial register of Notary Pubilic
Margaret O. Chus as per Doc. No. 379; Page No. 76, Book No. 1|
Series of 1997

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO 51030

A PARCEL OF LAND (Lot 19, Block B of the cons. subd. plan Pcs-13001197
of the consoclidation of Lots 4500, 4566, 4667, 4573, 5206, 6207, Cad. 299, Parafiague, LRC
Record No. N-56267), situated in the Barrio of San Dionisio, Mun of Paranaque, Metro-Manila
Bounded x x x x x x containing an area of TWO HUNDRED NINE (209) SQUARE METERS. x
K X X X

Prospective buyers and/or bidders are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the title/
s of said property/ies and the encumbrances thereon, it any there be

Parafiaque, Metro Manila, September 04, 1997

being a portion

WE FORUM

Sept, 22, 29 & Oct 6, 1997

ATTY CLEMENTE BOLOY LEGAL NOTICE

(Sgd.) PERICLES U TELAN CLERK OF COURT VI & EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

. Notice s hersby given that the estate of the late JULIANA CUESTA
Supervising Sherift

CONTE who died intestate in Quezon City on Septomber 10, 1997
have been the subject of Affidavit of Adjudication by Sole Heir of o
Deceased Parson before Notary Public Hector B, Centeno of Quezon
City as Doc No. 401, Page No. 37, Book Na. 19; Series of 1997

WARNING

It is absolutely prohibited to remove, deface or destroy this NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL
SALE on or before the date of sale under penalty of law
Copy furnished: All parties concerned
WE FORUM
Sept. 22, 29 & Oct, 6, 1997

WE FORUM
Sept. 22, 29 & Oct. 6, 1997
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By J. LIKHA YATCO
Environment News Network

IVILIZATION grew beside the great rivers

of the world, history books like to remind us,

The Nile in Egypt and locally the Pasig
spawned riverside settlements and industries.

FHowever, the exploitation of water resources has resulted
in a looming crisis marked by continuing pollution and a supplv
shortage ol a basic resource lor comfortable lving

This dire prediction of the water situation is found in Philippine
Environmental Quality Report 1990-1995 by the Environmen-
tal Management Bureau of the Department of Environment and
Natural Resources (DENR-EMB)

The Pasig River was singled out as an example of a system
that has been **subjected to intense pressure from pupulation
increase and rapid industrialization. Its quality has progres-
sively deteriorated, until rehabilitation and enhancement ef-
forts were undertaken starling in the late 1980s to try to bring
it back to its former glory ™

San Juan River turned out to be the dirtiest tributary to the
Pasig River. The other lributary, Marikina River, is in contrast
fairly clean and satisfies the criteria for Class C waters. meaning,
good for fishery and recreational purposes.

The pollution levels at the Navotas-Malabon-Tullahan-
Tinajeros River System have increased, with the most polluted
stretch beginning at the North Diversion downstream. The water
quality is placed at Class D which 1s fit only for agricultural
irrigation, livestock watering, industrial cooling and naviga-
tion

Conditions of the Paraftaque-Zapole River Svstem also
detenorated n the first hall of the 1990s

But the repon stated that even if onls hall of the country s
rivers have been closely momtored. almost hall thar number
could sull be tapped for public water supply, needing disin-
fection Ifrom the National Stendards for Drinking Water

The report also noted that monitoring of rivers outside Metro
Manila ““1s still not being done on a regular pasis ~ Of the
69 nivers 1 Luzon that were surveyed by the DENR, 12 or
17 percent were either grossly polluted or with water quality
that could not anymore support any benelicial usage

Abra, Agno, Lacag, Amburavan and Aringay Rivers, all in
the North, are rated “‘not polluted,”” while Naguilian River in
La Union is shightly polluted. Downstream of the Agno, the
Baroro, Balincaquin, Bued and Dagupan Rivers are considered
“‘dead. -

Another body of water affected by pollutants 1s Laguna de
Bay, where about “*60 percent of the estimated 84 million
population of the region discharge liquid and solid wastes
directly in the lake or its tributanes.”

Manila Bay, the center of Metro Manila’s international and
domestic shipping operations, is expectedly polluted because
the major rivers draining into it are polluted

A sign of pollution in the Bay is the occurrence of red tides.
with th greatest number of cases (269) and deaths (11) report-
ed in 1991

LEGAL NOTICE

MNotice I8 heroby given Lhat the estate of the late TRINIDAD LACONSAY
DE LEON, consisting ol ona-hall (1/2] partion af Lol 10, Bik. 21 ¢f the
subdivision plan Psd-57020. peing a portion of Lot A.P. 3.8-4-B-4, Psd
10532 LRC (GLRO) Rec. No. 7680Q), situated in the District of Bago Bantay,
Quezon City, with an acquisilion cost of P30,000.00 per Deed of Absolule
Sal dated March 27, 1864, Doc. No. 120; Pege No, 60; Book No Xl
Series of 1984 of Notary Public Carlite V. Sembrane of Marmila, s the
subject of allidavit of adjudication by Mateo de Leon before Notary Public
Cerlito V., Sembrano of Quezon City, as Doc. No. 321, Page No 3. Bopk
No, Vili; Series ol 1397, pursuant to Section 1 of Rule 74 ol the Rules
ol Court.
WE FORUM

Ocrober 6, 13 & 20, 1987

LEGAL NOTICE

Neotice 18 hareby given that the estate of the late NORMA GONZALES
MENESES, conmuting of her share of the rights and interests over the sward
ef Lot No, 20, Block 38, Package 4, Phase 10, G.A, #152-30:9501 0035
A2, dated February B, 1995 to Eduardo T, |
award of said economic lot et Bagong Silang Resettlement Project of the
National Housing Autharity, Caloocan City, have bsen the gubject ol Extra
judicial ol the estate of Norma Gonzales Meneses by her legal heirs Eduardo
T. Meneses before Notwary Public Carlite V. Sembrano of Quezon City as
Doc. No. 303; Page No. 88; Book No. VII; Series of 1887

Menesas whe applied lor the

WE FORUM

Sept. 22, 20 & Oot. 6, 1987

- CONSIDER THE STATE OF OUR RIVERS

RP’S RIVERS: May be tapped for public water supply.

A DENR

BALER, Aurora - 11 lakes
more than two hours to
traverse by velicle. anmidst
wild vegetation, Irom
Bongabon. Nueva Fcija
(1,632 hectares) lo Maria
Aurora town and San Luwms
in Aurora Province (4,044
hectares): the Aurora Memo-
rnal National Park

A zigzag road, with many
curves and bordered by ra-
vines, cuts through the
sprawling mountain-lorest
darea

The National Park 1s rich
in biodiversity, and {lora and
fauna abound: yakal. ipil-ipil,
narra, Benguel pmne (rees, o
name a few, along with Iree
sparrows, mountain sunbirds,
snakes, and monitor lizards
(bavawak)

Philippine eagles v over
the area

The ecological showpiece
was declared a National Park
bv Commonwealth President
Manuel 1. Quezon in 1937
through a decree, which was
amended 1 1941 to include
additional scemc spots

I'he area was then known
as the Baler-Bongabon Na-
tronal Park. In 1949, through
another iIIIICII(IIIIClll (11 ”lL'
Presidential Decree, il be-
came Lil(l\\ﬂ as !Ill.' Aurora
Memonal National Park in
honor ol former First Lady
Aurora Aragon Quezon, who
was slain i a Huk rebel

ECOLOGICAL SHOWPIECE

By A. SAN AGUSTIN

Environment News Network

ambush the previous vyear
I'he mountmin zigzag was
carved out during the Amer-
ican period and, through the
decades, slowly detenorated
because of the human and
vehicular traffic. (Before the
road was built. people would
travel to the province by boat )
I'he z1gzag also has phorous
and rocky portions which to-
duy are being blusted by the

Department of Pubhic Works
and IThighwavs, 1n order lo
widen the road and lessen the
risk ol acerdents along the bhnd
curves
During the 1960s and 1970s,
activities of imber concession-
atres jeopardized the ecologi-
cul balance ol the part, Bu
through the vears, the DENR
started to cancel thewr permits
And today there are no more

concessionaires, says
DENR Officer Teodulo J
Ragudo

Rangers protect the for-
est but there are only a
handful of them, and the
Provincial Environment and
Natural Resources Oflice has
requested DENR Central to
beef up the patrols

The area 1s home o the
indigenous Altas. who can-
not hunt anymore as this 1s
a wildlife sanctuary, but they
are allowed to plant rootcrops
in cogonal lands

The other inhabitanis are
small-scale entrepreneurs
from the lowlands who have
sel I.lp sari-sart slores ‘Ilill
other businesses in commu-
nities along the nigrap

[llegal logging is now un-
heard ol in the Park, but
DENR checkpoints guard
against poaching ~*We have
informants, " says Protected
Areas Supermtendent
Roberto Zoleta, *and among
those whom we are watch-
ing are the viaferos, rnut and
vegetable dealers who pass
through 1n their trucks and
who may be templed to
|\0.'u.'h 1

Otherwise, the Aurora
Memornial National Park s
in good shape. a small vic-
tory n the campaign to
PIL'.NLT\'L‘ QLT Iliﬂ‘il'll resOure-
CS, O green oasis 1 g scenic
province which has a 75-80
percent [orest cover




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps build
classroomsp>”
for our youth.

There is more to the Philippine Amusement and In the last six years, nearly 3,500 classrooms have been
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just built from incomg_remitred to the President's Social
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the Fund, providing leaming facilities ta thousands of
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs, Filipino school children, whose lives are among the
PAGCOR helps make bigger room for education. millions that PAGCOR has touched. Because, in more
ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And PAGCOR cares

4 Plo‘.o |

Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EDITORIAL

Stifling student voice

MAGNA Charta (or Carta) such as that forced on King

John by English barons on June 15, 1215 is some sort of
Constitution that guarantees certain civil and political liberties.
Thus the Magna Carta for Students’ Rights principally spon-
sored by Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman in the House offers some
liberties for students.

The knee-jerk reaction of the Coordinating Council for Pri-
vate Education Association was vehement against what is re-
garded as detrimental to the stability of private schools by declaring
no classes Monday (Sept. 29) for four million students in 2,000
private schools. Since the school owners decided it, it was more
of a lockout of students.

Provisions in the Magna Carta Bill 9935 were called det-
rimental to the very nature and existence of all private schools
by Cocopea President Carlito Puno because it will empower the
students whom he regards as mere ‘“‘clients” to have a voice
in administrative matters.

Will one seat for the students in the Board of Trustees impinge
on the proprietary rights of private schools? It appears more
of a voice in the wilderness in a majority of elders. Rather than
allow the students to air their views on school policies that directly
affect them, the private schools immediately made evident they'd
rather swat the students down.

And this is the crux of the issue at hand: whether the students
deserve representation in school policy-making as the bill pro-
vides or should merely follow the dictates of the school author-
ities without a pip.

Lagman’s bill would allow student participation in shaping
up school policies, screening incoming teachers and determina-
tion in the increase of tuition and other school fees. After all,
students are the first to be affected by any school policy.

Cocopea argues that the bill violates the school owners’
academic freedom on the question of admissions, faculty selec-
tion, and recognition of student organizations.

Looking at it the other way, shouldn’t students participate
in policy formation with regard to selecting the faculty and revising
the curriculum? After all, they are the beneficiaries of salutary
policies and the prejudiced in case of the prejudicial.

“All the bill seeks is to prevent school administrators from
unilaterally imposing school policies on students,”” Lagman ex-
plained.

But school administrators oppose the Magna Carta’s allow-
ing students to “govern the schools” instead of merely studying.
This emphasizes that the students should confine themselves to
studying and leave the matter of administration exclusively to
the /schools.

It is a question of whether the progressive trend should be
imposed on an antiquated Establishment where the dictate of
the elders is held inviolable. It is indeed a touchy subject where
decisions on issues depend largely on mutual flexibility and
consideration. Unless a balance is struck along this line, the bill
when enacted into law may be prone to violation.

All Marcos boys

RAMOS latad
Angara: They re all Marcos boys durig those

Fstrada, Ennle Ople
benighted times when the dictator ruled wath
an wron st They lorded over us then: they
sull do today

S0s b any surpnse (l Ramos sayvs one
thing but does another? If he lies with 1im-
punity? I he has no word of honor” And,
worse, 1 he wants to perpetuate himsell in
power?

I*strada. Totad, Ople and Angara are openly
agamsl Cha-Cha but, | gonna bet, 1l the
General-President declares martial law, they'll
Like Cory
and Cardinal Sin. the quartet opposes uny

do what they did under Marcos

move to amend the Constitution now for per-
sonal reasons. and no other For one thing,
Estrada and Angara will have to Kiss then
presidential ambitions goodbye if Ramos does
a Marcos

That the Supreme Court has declared Pirma
legally dead and Ramos has said “period
15 no assurance that what
Re-
member, Ramos has also said that he’s Keep-
ing his “"options open”” untl this November

Ihe General-President can’t be trusted. In
fact, his credibility is so wanting everytime he
says one thing, the public believes otherwise
-- except pmd hacks m the media

aAndes

pertod. period

happened in 1972 won™t happen now

Philippine economy is a shambles, but

ONE'S WORTH

by MAX NOBLE

Ramos simply refuses to admit it -- and the
fact that he and his economic advisers (among
whom is a notorious plagiarist and pscudo-
nationalist) have bungled it all. They should
be men enough to apologize to a suffering
nation, just as the likes of Newsweek and
Time should take back their paeans on the
“‘economic miracle' that's supposedly the
Philippines. Better yet, Ramos should now
resign.

But, certainly, he won't. In the remote
possibility that he does, the problem is, he’ll
be handling the presidency over 10 Estrada,
who should have remained in the movie in-
dustry, churning out cheap and inane films.

Sometime ago, a columnist described our
country as hopeless. Judging by the men
and women our voters elect to lead this coun-
try -- President, Vice President, Senators,
Representatives, Governors and Mayors --
the description is appropriate,

As I write this, Ramos' favorite gasoline
companies — Shell, Petron and Caltex - have
again upped their prices.

This morning | saw Ramos’ face again
== smiling like Nero's while Rome was
burning.

We Forum
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OCTOBER 6-12, 1997

ANY self-respecting citizen's duty, said an
English politician nearly a hundred vears ago,
1s to make the fatherland a fit country for
heroes to live in.

Hence, over the weekend, we had Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos, Jaime Cardinal Sin and former
President Corazon Aquino waiting patiently for
the Philippines to prove itself worthy to hold
them under the national canopy

We also had Gordon's Dry Gin basketball
players splattered all over Sky and Earth cable
television. What a sight they were for sore

Homespun heroes

The peso-dollar position, the GNP (gross
national product) figures, may not reflect heroic
proportions. But among all Filipinos, the hunger
for generic heroes remains a fixed and
deepsealed yearning. It has acquired the status
of metabolic need.

“‘From the looks on the faces of the Gor-
don fans,”” one watcher said, “*you would think
their cherished idols had just single-handedly
repelled an army of invaders from outer space ™’

LR LR ]

Let’s face it: heroes remain very much in

to mark the Centenary of Philippine Indepen-
dence due June 12, 1998, eyes and ears are
starting to take notice.

A growing inventory of unknown heroes
and heroic deeds is starting to build up in
diverse collecting places nationwide. Bits and
pieces of stories detailing episodes covering
this nation’s heroic acts from its early begin-
nings up to the belligerent present are appear-
ing, The velocity seems spasmodic. But the
trend 1s there

LEE LY ]

by MARIO P, C

employment opportunities?
Where did cannon-founder Panday Pira de-

eyes, eyes long denied the Constitutional right
to hail, hello there! and hero-worship real, flesh
and blood heroes -- not sepia Katipunan prints
from a prewar social studies textbook

season

Like blessings poured late upon a sea of
calamities, the presence of heroes moving noise-

velop the high (for those days) technology that
came out second best aganst Legaspi’s guns?
khann

I'he big historical and military events, the
known acts of Filipino self-sacrifice and of
martyrdom, covering the lives of anywhere from

EhEdE

There 15 cause for optimism, none whatso-
ever for dismay

lessly in the midst of so many villains can be
Hard to accept. It lakes time. And it takes
geting used to

‘ But even among the offices commissioned

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION

BRANCH 221,

IN THE MATTER OF THE

QUEZON CITY

SP. PROC, NO. Q-97-32205

50 to 100 of the better-known personalities.
predominate. But they are by no means the
only stories dribbling in.

The names of unknown men and women
whose names moved flittingly and disappeared
through the twilight shadows of centuries or
millennia past are now here, Arenas of achieve-
ment, once locked mainly in physical struggles
agamst internal or external enemies, predom-
inate for a while. But change enters. War is
no longer an export product here

In more modern days, who were the tree
planters who complemented the luxuriant trop-
ical rainforests destroyed by Spanish galleon
makers and later generations of tree vandals?

Who were the solitary individualists who
said, when asked why they bothered at all to
make the next generation'’s survival a less chancy
z;ll‘.;sir' “‘Because,” and did what they had to
do

Who were the (aceless and the nameless
Filipinos whose combined strengths and belief
in an enduring nationhood moved them to work

INTESTATE ESTATE OF TAN KUN,

SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE
AND ISSUANCE OF LETTERS
OF ADMINISTRATION

ANICIA L. TAN,
Petitioner
X e .
ORDER

In a Veritied Petition (with Prayer for Appointment ol Special Admmistratorl, dated seplembet
16, 1997 decedent, prays lor the appointment of special
administratrix and regular administratis ol the deceased Tan Kun and in supporl thereo!l alleges

1) That the Tar Kun, who died intestate o August 1B 1997 at Cheung Chau
Hongkong. was & resident of o 302 Roosevelt Avenue. Quezon City at the time ol death

2) That the adecedent was survived by the following persons as his next of kin and compulsary
heirs

a Anmicia L. Tan, 62 years old, with residence at

b. Zenaida Tan Pua, legitimate daughter
at 140 West Avenue, Quezon Clty

c. Angsuy L Tan

Petitioner Anicia L. Tan, wile of the

deceased

302 Roosevell
of legal age

Avenue
married,

Quezon City
Filipino and with residence
legitimate son, of legal age
St.. comner Road 18, Project 8, Quezon City,

d. Betty Tan Sy, legitimate daughter, of legal age, Filipino
del Pilar corner 9th Avenue, Caloocan City,

e. Angkim L Tan. legitimate son, married, of legal age. Filipino and residing at 302 Roosevelt
Avenue, Quezon City

f. Alvin L Tan. legitimate son
Avenue, Cuezon City; and

g. Ana Tan Santos, legitimate daughter
Quirino Highway, Novaliches, Quezon City,

c) That the decedent left real and personal properties at the time of his death with a probable
value of about Five Million Pesos (P5,000,000.00) Philippine Currency, consisting of

4. Stocks in several companies in Hongkong and ‘mainland China traded in the stock market;

b. Condominium units also in mainland China;

c. Deposits in several banks in Hongkong and mainland China

4} That the Petitioner does not personally know ol any person/s who may have legitimate
claim against said estate;

6) That Anicia L. Tan, wile of the decedent, Is the person to whom letters administration
are prayed for and that Petitioner is physically, mentally and morally fit to act as Administratrix
of the estate

Finding the said petition to be sufficient in form and substance, notice is hereby given that
this petition shall be heard before this Court located at Room 325, 3rd Floor, Hall of Justice
Building, Quezon City, on October 23, 1997 at B:30 a.m. at which place, date and time all persons
concernsad may appear and show cause, il any, why this Petition should not be granted .

Let copies of this Order be published at the expense of the Petitioner, once a week for three
(3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation in Quezon City to which it may be
assigned after a raifile to be conducted in accordance with law and a copy of the Order with
the Petition be posted at the main entrance of the Hall of Justice Building and at the main entrance
of this Court

Likewise, let copies of -the proceedings be served upon the Petitioner, office of the Solicitor
General at 134 Amorsgolo Streel, Legaspi Village, Makatl City, the Quezon City Fiscal's Office,
the Commissioner of Bureau of Internal Revenue, Quezon City and all the known heirs of the
decedent

SO ORDERED

Quezon City, Metro Manila,

Filipino, married and residing at 25 Shorthorn

married and residing ar 316 M H

Filipino. of legal age, married and residing at 302 Roosevelt

Filipino,.of legal age. married and residing at 1041

Septamber 23, 1997

(Sgd.) NOEL O TIJAM
Judge
cc: Anicia L. Tan, 302 HRoosevelt Avenue, Quezon City
Atty. Ricardo J.M, Hivera, Am 601 ECCOI| Bldg., 497 ¢
Zenaida Tan Pua, 140 West Ave., Q.C
Angsuy L. Tan, 25 Shorthern St. cor. Rd
Betty Tan Sy, 316 M H del Pllar cor
Angkim L. Tan, 302 Roosevelt Aye.,
Alvin L. Tan, 302 Roosevelt Ave , Q.C

Ana Tan Santos, 1041 Quirine Highway. Novaliches, Q.C

The Solicitor General, 134 Amorsolo St., Legaspi Village, Makati City
The City Prosecutor, Quezan City
Commissioner, Bureau of Internal Revenus,

Rodriguez Sr. Ave,, Quezon City
18, Proj. 8, Q.C

9th Awve., Caloocan City
Q.c

BIR Road, Diliman, Q.C
WE FORUM

Oct. 6, 13 & 20, 1997

e in the darkness of a forenoon, whose shadows

are only now, mine months before the Cente-
nary of the Malolos Republic, becoming vis-
ible?

Who were the plant nursery and animal
husbandry men who shepherded the priceless
cargoes early Filipinos brought to the Philip-
pines from Indonesia? Who helped design the
survival systems that allowed uny island pop-
ulations to survive invasion, disease and ca-
tastrophe?

What strange element coursing througly the
Filpmo bloodsueam led hini, trom his pre-
Hispanic ustons. coursing over the high seas
and 1nto the Casbahs ol today's overseas

Their names, as has been pointed out, may
have long since receded into the mists of lime
Or they await retrieval. But their homespun
licroism remaims: though sometimes. 11 seems
hidden. up ull this day

Flopetully. enough might be seen of it by
the time Centermial Day comes around

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
OFFICE OF THE EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
QUEZON CITY

BANK OF SOUTHEAST ASIA. INC ,
Mortgagee,

FILE NO. FRE NO. 2025
EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF MORTGAGE UNDER ACT 3135
AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118

-

versus -
PURITA C. SANTOS,
Mortgagor/s
X - = = X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3136, as amended by Act 4118 filed by Bank
ol Southeast Asia. Inc., mortgagee, against Purita C. Santos, Mortgagor/s with residence and
postal address at 108 West Riverside, SFDM, Quezon city to satisfy the mortgaged indebtedness,
which as of July 10, 1997 amounts to TWO MILLION SIX HUNDRED TWENTY SEVEN THOUSAND
FIVE HUNDRED SIXTY NINE PESOS AND 49/100 (P2,627,569 49} excluding penalties charges,
attorney’s fees and all the legal fees and expenses for the foreclosure and sale, the Ex-Officio
Sheriff of Quezon City or her duly authorized Deputy, will sell at PUBLIC AUCTION to the highest
bidder FOR CASH and in Philippine Currency. on the 23rd day of October, 1997, at 10 00 o'clock
In the morning, or soon thereafter, infront of the main entrance of the Hall of Justice (beside
the Quezon City Hall) Elliptical Road. Diliman, Quezen City, the following described real estate
property, together with all the improvements existing thereon, to wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE NO. RT-28849
(334168) Registry of Deeds-Quezon City

project, being a portion of Lot 14 -A-Psd-7189, LRC Req. No. 3563), situsted inn the Bo, of San
Francisco del Monte, Mun. of San Juan del Monte, Prov. of (Rizal), Metro Manila, Island of Luzon
Bounded on the N, points 4 to 1 by Existing Right of Way & beyond by Lot 14-B, Psd-7189,
on the points 1 to 3 by Lot 14-A-1 of the subd. plan; on the S., points 2 to 3 by Lot No
12, Blk. 131, Psd-1650, and on the W. points 3 to 4 by Road Lot No. 127. Beginning at a
point xxxxxxxxx; containing an area of ONE HUNDRED (100] SQUARE METERS. more or legs

Prospective bidders or buyers are hereby enjoined to Investigate for themselves the title of
"the said real estate property and the encumbrances thereon, il any there be

Quezon City, Philippine, September 10, 1997

MERCEDES S. GATMAYTAN
Clerk of Court and Ex-Officio Sheriff

MARINO V. CACHERO
SHERIFF VI

(Sgd.) EMMANUEL V. SANTOS
(Sherilf in Charge)
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CARABAO SLAUGHTER BAN NOW USELESS

By PAUL ICAMINA

TRADERS in carabao meat pass through several check points
on their way to the market,

From Mufioz to Tuguegarao, five checkpoints extract **in-
formal fees'’ to let the traders through. Between Tuguegarao
and Urdaneta, Pangasinan - a major trade route -- six check-
points exist

The Center for Policy and Development Studies (CPDS),
University of the Philippines Los Baiios, cites the checkpoints
when it evaluated the pros and cons of the carabao slaughter
ban and concludes that it has “‘outlived its usefulness (and)
may even have become counterproductive, not to mention the
possibility that it has never been seriously implemented ™

The study, using data gathered in mid-1997, says the ban
should be lifted and efforts focused instead on improving the
carabao as an alternative source of income. It is currently
forbidden to slaughter male carabaos 7 years old and younger,
and female carabaos which are pregnant or 11 years old and
below.

“Lifting the ban won't mean the widespread slaughter of

carabaos,”” says Dr. Zosimo Battad, deputy executive director
of the Philippine Carabao Center (PCC). *"In fact, it will encourage
farmers to raise carabaos for value-added dairy or meat prod-

ucts and discourage them from the indiscriminate slaughter of

carabaos. ™

traders,”” says Dr. Liborio S. Cabanilla, CPDS director. **This
1s ultimately passed on to farmers in terms of lower farm-gate
price ol carabaos. or to consumers in terms of higher retail

agency of the Department of Agriculture. The study, released
in September, concludes that the ban restricts the choices made
by farmers, hence serves as a disincentive in the production
of carabaos for meat

From a total of 2.85 million in 1980, the local carabao
inventory decreased to 2.57 million 1n 1993 Total carabao
population slightly increased inn 1982, reaching a high of a
little over 3 million, A low inventory of 2.5 million was recorded
m 1994

““Such a decline can be attributed to low productivity and
high extraction rate.”” says Cabamlla. But starting in 1995, the
iventory grew by aboul 2.5 percent to its current number of
about 2.8 million. “"The growth is mainly attnbuted to the
decline in extraction rate because of the influx of imported
beef and live animals,”” he says

There has been no serious and sustained effort in its
implementation, the study says. Based on survey resulls, the
study found that farmers sell carabaos largely for financial
reasons.

Before slaughter, it 1s difficult to determine whether the
carabao 1Is pregnant or not. The age of carabaos is not checked
in slaughterhouses where only certificates of ownership are
required. In some areas, there are no slaughterhouses at all.

In fact, the evaluation unearthed widespread violations of
the slaughter ban, such as butchering the animal on the farm,

The CPDS study says the checkpoints reflect market nef-
ficiency, **The ban increases the transaction costs of moving
live animals, and the checkpoints are used to exacl fees from

price of carabeel, or both

Cabanilla, with research associates Panfilo G
and Miriam R Nguven, made the evaluation for the PCC. an

not in the slaughterhouse. Carabaos are slaughtered -- even
those below the prescribed age - during important occasions
such as lesta and weddings. Farmers also fake documents and
mflict injury to carabaos to make them unfit for work

de Guzman

HEAVY METAL CONCENTRATION
FOUND IN LOCAL SOILS, PLANTS

TRACES of heavy metal
pollutants -- some above crit-
ical levels - have been found
in soils and plants sampled in
different sites in Luzon.

**In the Philippines, especially
Metro Manila and nearby prov-
inces, heavy metal pollution is a
threat to human health,”" said
Redemcion B Grifal of the
Bureau of Soils and Water
Management (BSWM)

“*These heavy metals are
taken up by the plants through
the roots and or through the
leaves. These elements may be
toxic to certain plants at certain
concentrations and when trans-

@ ferred to humans and animals

even al low concentrations may
have detnimental cumulatve ef-
fect,”" said Grifal who, together
with colleagues Elisa Ayo and
Ramon P, Ulibas, looked a1
surface soil samples from Metro
Manila, Laguna. Cavite, Rizal and
Bulacan

They also studied .vegetable
and herbal leaves grown on these
soils as well as water samples
from nearby rivers and irrigation
canals

Heavy metal pollutants ob-
served inn some soils were lead
(Circle and University of the
Philippines Diliman), cadmium
(Economic Garden, Los Bafos),
nickel (Hagonoy and Calumpit,
Bulacan; Santolan, Pasig, Sto
Nifio and River Bank, Mankina),
and copper (Macabiling and
Balibago. Sta. Rosa, Looc,
Calamba; Lalaan. Silang and
Tanza, Cavite, San Francisco,
Fairview West, Quisao, Pililla,
Rizal. and Bifan)

Plants observed to be heavy
metal accumulators were spinach

(lead and nickel). pechay, mus-
tard, and guava (lead), watermel-
on (cadmium). tomato (cadmium
and copper). sambong (copper).
and stringbeans (nickel)

““These heavy metals may
have come from air pollution,
agricultural chemicals such as
pesticides and fertilizer, and
effluents from industnies,” Gnfal
said in a paper presented during
the recent Yth National Research
Symposium at the Bureau ol
Agricultural Research, Depart-
ment of Agnculture

The study found that zinc 1n
all soils were above the normal
value of 50 parts per million
(ppm) but below the boundary
of 300 ppm. Soils from Silang.
Cavite were found to contain
relatively lgher values (207 ppm)
which may attnbuted partly to
chicken manure and the fertiliz-
er which have been incorporated
into the soils,

Mustard and sambong from
Circle, Quezon City, contained
132 ppm zinc. which 1s over the
normal level of 100 ppm but
below the critical limit of 300
ppm

Nickel exceeded the 50 ppm
boundary in soil samples taken
from Hagonoy, Calumpit.
Bulacan, Santolan, Pasig; and Sto
Nifio and Marikina River Bank.
Marikina. These soils were some-
times overflowed with river water
duning high tide and, in Mankina.
irrigated water from drainage
canal

Nine locations were observed
lo contain copper above the
boundary level of 100 ppm
Copper i1s abundant in the soils
as it 1s used 1in many production
processes and gets in the envi-

ronment through industnal emis-
sion, waste waler, sewage sys-
tem. city garbage and pesticides

Cadmium concentration in
soils from the Economic Garden.
l.os Banos, were in the bound-
ary level of 3 ppm. These soils
mav have been heavily fertilized
I'he proximity of the soils to the
highway mayv have also increased
cadmium content from tire wear-
ing

Among the plants, concentra-
tion of cadmium were critical in
tomato (5 ppm) taken from Iba
I-ste, Calumpit, Bulacan and in
watermelon (5 ppm) from Quisao.
Pililla. Rizal

Chromium in soils from Ilba
Este. Calumpit (98 ppm) and
Hagonoy (93 ppm) were near the
boundary mit of 100 ppm for
soils. Chromium may have come
[rom waste water from nearby
tanneries and paper factories

l.ead concentrations in plants
were all below the entical value
of 50 ppm. The relanvely high
lead content in spinach (32 ppm),
mustard (27 ppm) and saluvol
(25 ppm) from Diliman, Quezon
City were observed together with
pechay (30 ppm), sambong (23
ppm), guava (25 ppm), and tea
(24 ppm) from Circle, Quezon
City. The high lead in the plants
may be attributed to the dust
deposition from the tratlic due
to the use of gasoline added with
lead to increase octane value

I'he researchers recommend-
ed that monitoring of agricultir-
al soils for heavy metals should
be made especially when there
1s suspicion of pollution. Farm-
ers should also be educated on
good agneultural pracuces em-
phasizing the importance of sl

testing to promole the balanced
application of lertilizers

hazardous pesticides should be
encouraged.” Grital sad (MNC)

Given consumer preference for tender meat, the optimal
marketing age for slaughter would most likely be below that
which 1s allowed by the ban. This disincentive is even more
pronounced in areas which are short of feed,”” he says. *'In
this context the ban restricts the mcome possibilities of small
lanms

Ihe han currently himits the use of carubacs to dratt power
But research have proven that the animal could be an impor-
tant source of meat and milk If the government wants to
enhance the role of carabaos in Philippine agniculture, Cabanilla
says. ““government should instead expand and improve the
products that could be derived from carabaos =~ (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

“The use ol less toxic and

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
PASIG CITY
OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT & EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF
PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK,
Mortgagee FILE NO. 2951
EXTRA JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE
OF REAL ESTATE UNDER ACT
31356, as amended by ACT 4118

Versus
ANTONIO & PURITA VIBAL,

Mortgagors
X X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Upon verified petition for sale under Act 3135, as amended by Act 4118 filed by the morigagee
PHILIPPINE NATIONAL BANK with principal office and place ol business at Znd Flr , Legal Dept.,
PNB Financial Center Roxas Blvd | Pasay City, against mortgagors SPS. ANTONIO & PURITA VIBAL
with residence and postal address a4t No 29 18th Ave., Murphy Cubao, Quezon city, to secure
payment of the mortgagee debt which as of July 31, 1997 amounts to P3,057,622 46 including/
excluding Interest and penalty charges, plus Attys fees and all legal fees and expenses incidental
to this foreclosure and sale the Clerk of Court & Ex-Qfficio Sherift of Pasig City or her duly
authorized Sherift will sell a1 Public Auction on October 29, 1997 at 10:00 a.m. in front of the
Main Entrance of the Justice Hall Regional Trial Court Pasig City to the highest bidder and for
CASH, in Philippine Currency the following described property, with all the building and other
improvements existing thereon, to wit

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE Of

"'A parcel ol land (Lot 3-A-9 of the subd plan (LRC) Psd- 171159, Leing a portion of Lot
3-A, described on plan (LAC) Ped-123699. LAC Rec. No. N-4941). situated in the Bo. of Rosario,
Mp. of Pasig. Prov. ol Rizal Bounded on the NE., points 4 to 1 by Lot 3-A-10; on the SE.,
points 1 to 2 by Lot 3-A-34 (Road); on the SW , points 2 to 3 by Lot 3-A-8, all of the subd
plan, and on the NW., pointe 3 1o 4 by Lot 18, Blk. 1, Psd-77115. Beginning at a point marked
1 on plan, being N containing an area of ONE HUNDRED EIGHTY SEVEN (187) SQUARE
METERS more or less A

Prospective buyers and oy bidders are hersby enjoined to investigate for themsslves the title
ol the said property and the encumbrance thereon, |l any there be
September 12, 1997, Pasig City

TITLE NO. 34002

(Sgd ) GRACE S. BELVIS

(Sgd.) JOSELITO SP. ASTORGA Clerk of Court & Ex-Officio Sheriff
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TECHNOLOGY INTERVENTIONS
TO STEM EL NINO EFFECTS

REPORTS from the Phil-
ippine Atmospheric Geophys-
ical and Astronomical Servic-
es Administration (PAGASA)
state that the country will
experience severe drought this
October until May next year

This is because the El Nifio
phenomenon 1s expected Lo hit
the country later this year, This
drought, PAGASA said 1s more
severe than what was experni-
enced during the 1982-1983
El Nifio occurrence. Likely, 1t
will lower the agricultural
productivity of the country,
warned PAGASA

Such problems prompted
the Philippine Council for
Agriculture, Forestry and
Natural Resources Research
and Development (PCARRD)
to formulate action plans ad-
dressing water securily to
somehow secure the harvests
during the dry spell

PCARRD 1s a sectoral
council of the Department of
Science and Technology
(DOST). It 1s tasked with
lormulatng plans and policies.
and monitoring and evaluat-
ing R&D projects in the

agriculture and resources sec-
tors. PCARRD is currently
headed by Dr. William D. Dar,
execulive director

Dar said the action plan
devised by PCARRD to mit-
igate the damaging eflects of
drought includes information
awareness campaign, policy
support, and technology inter-
ventions. PCARRD has identi-
fied technology interventions
for farmers to be adequately
prepared for the drought

FFor small-scale irrigation
systems, PCARRD cited the
small water 1mpoundment
(SWIM) and the shallow
groundwater pump syslem
(SGPS)

SWIM uses surface water
for agricultural use. Its height
does not exceed 30 meter and
115 storage volume is less than
50 cubic meters

SWIM has a smaller ver-
sion called the small farm
reservoir (SFR), used especially
during the drv season cropping
SFR has a dam height below
3 m. and gets water supplh
from ramlull and excess run-
ofl  coming lrom small

catchment areas with no de-
fined stream

PCARRD started the nation-
al program on SFR since 1989
to intensify the adoption of SFR
among farmers. This program
1s now coordinated by the
Bureau of Soils and Water
Management (BSWM), BSWM
reported that 1,948 SFRs were
constructed from 1995 to 1997
under the Gintong Am Pro-
gram (GAP) of the Department
of Agniculture (DA)

Ihe SGPS, on the other
hand, taps shallow groundwa-
ler as a source ol umgation
for crops. This method draws
waler from the ground using
centrifugal pumps powered by
diesel engines or eleciric
motors via drilled tubes or
concrete-cased open dug wells.
BSWM has constructed 7.593
shallow tube well projects
nationwide from 1994 to 1997

I'he R&ID) sector has also
studied and identified other ir-
rigation methods that warrants
further apphcation 1n appro-
priate areas. PCARRID sawd

I hese dre the drip irmga-
non method. diversion dams

NEW DISEASES THREATEN
PROGRESS IN HEALTH CARE

By ARMAND MAGUILAS

DESPITE the emergence of
new diseases in the last 20
years, there 1s sull a lack of
political will and resources to
develop systems that are nec-
essary o detect them and stop
their spread.

Emerging infectious diseases
are those whose incidence in
humans has increased in the last
two decades or which threatens
to increase It refers to
newly-appearing infectious dis-
eases, or diseases that are spread-
ing to other regions. such as chol-
era in South America and yel-
low fever i Kenva

It also refers to discases that
were easilv controlled by chemo-
therapy and antibiotics but which
have developed microbial re-
sistance. These diseases involve
all the major modes of transmis-
sion = lrom person o person,
by insects or animals. or through
contaminated water or food.

The most dramatic example
of new and emerging diseases is
AIDS, caused by the human
immunodeficiency virus (HIV)
But, according to the World
Health Organization (WHO), a
new breed of deadly hemorrhag-
ic fevers, of which Ebola is the
mosi notorious, has also struck
in Africa, Asia. Lalin Amenca,
and the United States

The United States has seen
the emergence of hantavirus
pulmonary syndrome, character-
ized by respiratory failure and a

s500n.

case latality rate of over 50
percent. Since it was first recog-
nized in 1993, this tvpe of
hantavirus infection has been
detected in more than 20 Amer-
ican states and has surlaced n
Argentina and DBrazl

Epidemics of foodborne and
waterborne diseases due to new
organisms such as cryptospo-
ridium or new strains of bacte-
na such as £ coli have hit nch
and poor countries alike. The so-
called 0157:17 strain of ££. coli
was [irst reported in 1982 and
has since then been implicated
in manv sertous outbreaks ol
diarrhea, sometimes leading to
kidnev failure

A completely new strain ol

cholera - 0139 - appeared in
southeastern India in 1992 and
has since spread north and west
to other arecas of India, into
western China, Thailand, and
other parts of Soulheast Asia.
The threat of a new global
mfluenza pandemic is increasing.
WHO says. Major shifts in the
make-up of influenza viruses
oceur every 20 years or so, I(rg-
gering large epidemics in many
parts of the world, and causing
many thousands of deaths. *"The
next such shifl is expected to take
place very soon,” WHO says
New strains such as those of
influenza and cholera do not
follow the usual pattern of being
more common in young people
They affect all age groups since

older people have not acquired
natural immunity to them lrom
previous infection

I'he emergence of drug-resis-
tant strains of Microorganisms or
parasites 18 promoted by 1reat-
ments that do not result n cure
T'he increasing use of antimicro-
bials worldwide, often below rec-
ommended doses and sometimes
i counterfeit form. " guarantees
that this problem will erease
in the foreseeable future.”” WHO
savs

The practice of modern med-
icine also contribute to the prob-
lem The spread of viral hepau-
tis 1s related in part to techniques
such as kidnev dialysis and
multiple blood transfusions. as
well ass other forms of transmis-
s10n.

Relaxation in immunization
practices can quickly result in the
resurgence ol diseases os. lor
example, the recent of diphthe-
rig in Russia and other countrics
in the former Soviet Lnon

New amimal diseases pose
potential loodborne nsks 1o
human health, An example in
Europe is bovine spongilorm
encephalopathy (“'mad cow dis-
ease ) It 1s feared that the in-
fectious agent may have passed
through the fvod chain 1o cause
a variant of the incurable
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease nn
which the brain 1s attacked  (VINC
Environment, Science and Tech-
nology News Service)

and computerized and automat-
ed mrngalion system (CAIS)
Drip irrigation is the ap-

plication of small amount ol

water at short intervals directly
to the so1l surface by a single
emission point. Diversion
dams, on the other hand, are
structures constructed across a
channel or rniver 1o raise water

level and allow diversion of

water by gravity Irom the
ground. The CAIS employs
sophisticated communication
components lo enable a cen-
tralized control of the whole
system for urigation and oth-
er agricultural applications
However, PCARRD pointed
out that the adoption ol CAIS
in the country is hmited io
multinational companies en-
gaged 1n commercial farming

Cloudseeding can also be
resorted Lo The method indue-
es rain clouds to produce
ramfall. Furthermore. the use
of evaporation suppressants
such as alcohol monolayers can
case the outcome of drought
s method 1> already used
i other countnes unlike 1n the
Philippines

Ihe research in Uns area
proposed by Dr o Maximo
Baradas of the Umversity ol
the Phulippines Los Banos, stll
awals [unding support from
concerned agencies, PCARRD
said S

Moreover, to limit the el-
fects of drought, so1l moisture
conservation measures and
cropping svstems management
can be emploved These mea-

AWARD FOR ABAT: President Ramos confers the Pres-
idential Golden Heart Award on Acting Defense Secre-
tary Fortunate U. Abat for his vital role in the peace
process after he took his oath as new DND chief last
week at Malacanang's Ceremonial Hall. (Malacanang

Photo)

sures as mulching, shallow
surface tillage., and organic
lertilizer usage

Farmers can maximize the
use of limited water supply in
the production of lield crops
through careful pre-plant plan-
ning, with due consideration
on crop and variety selection,
crop diversification, proper

cultural management, and
proper irmgation scheduling

These measures are the
R&D sector’s bid to mitigate
the coming drv spell. Likewse,
PCARRI) views these technol-
ogy interventions lo secure
agricultural productivity despite
the onslaught of El Nifio. (S&T
Media Service)

PEOPLE think more
slowly at night, perhaps
because they approach a
task differently at night
than during the day.

Actually, there is a slow-
ing in the speed of infor-
mation processing during
the day after a lost night
of sleep.

These are the findings
of a study at the Universi-
ty of Pitisburgh Medical
Center's (UPMC) Western
Psychiatric Institute and
Clinic, which found that the
body's need for sleep, in-
fluenced by its circadian
rhythms, may slow down
thinking processes at night.

From a practical point
of view, the results suggest
that in addition to safety
concerns resulting from
night workers' and night
drivers' tendency to fall
asleep, it should be recog-
nized that even if they are
wide awake, they may be
thinking more slowly.

The UPMC study -- con-
ducted by Timothy H. Monk,
Ph.D., professor of psychia-
try, and Julie Carrier, Ph.D.,
postdoctoral research fellow
-- suggests that circadian
rhythms, the body's internal
clock, can affect the speed
at which the brain process-
es information.

According to Monk, the
study's principal inyestiga-
tor, night-time thinking may
slow down because people
need to Tight their urges to
sleep. The findings are pub-
lished in the recent issue of
the academic journal Sleep.

Eighteen healthy young
adults participated in the 36-
hour study that involved con-
stant wakeful bedrest, or be-
ing kept awake while in bed,
for the duration of the study.
Participants also had no
knowledge of clock time, and
meals were replaced by hour-
ly nutritional supplements.
This was done to avoid feel-
ings of sleepiness that accom-

pany big meals.

A series of performance
tests involving figuring out
whether sentences were true
or false were given every
other hour, and the speed
and accuracy of the re-
sponses were recorded.

Using questions phrased
in both the positive and
negative voice,t he research-
ers found that negative-
voiced sentences took long-
er for participants to re-
spond to than positive-
voiced ones, due to an in-
crease in information-pro-
cessing requirements.

By plotting the speed
with which this extra pro-
cessing was done at each
time of day and night, Drs.
Monk and Carrier were
able to factor out overall
effects of sluggishness and
inattention and get direct-
ly at the speed of thought
itself. (MNC Environment,
Science and Technology
News Service)




‘MATCH RHETORIC
WITH REALITY
IN POVERTY DRIVE’

By GERRY A. CALIMOSO

THE government's rhetoric match the reality in poverty
alleviation, social equily, sustainable development and people
empowenment

This call was sounded by vanous people’s organizations
(POs) and non-government organizations (NGOs) during the
First National Consultation Workshop on the Status ol Imple-
mentation of Philippine Commitments to the World Summnt
recently

The convenors were the Philippine Rural Reconstruction
Movement (PRRM), the Action for Economic Reforms (AC-
TTON)., the Accessing Support Services and Entreprencurial
I'echnologv Inc (ASSLT) and the Social Watch-Asia

“The government made a commitment to significantly reduce
poverty by 1996, but the fact remains that until now. poverty
continues to keep more than 35 percent of the Filipino people
in its merciless grip, Fhigh levels of unemployment persist
despite claims ol economic growth,”” the POs and the NGOs
sald m a declaration 1ssued after the consultation workshop

“Without significant change in the quality of life of the
poor, however, such reduction mav be just a result of changing
measurements ol poverty,”” they added

The POs and the NGOs also challenged the government's
definition of poverty, saving that there 1s a fundamental dif-
ference between the government s forecast of substantive poverty
alleviation and civil society's experience of increasing impov-
erishment

They said official measurements do not take nto consid-
eration the displacement, marginalization and overall
disempowerment due to continnng landlessness, social con-
flict, over-extraction and destruction ol resources of subsis-
tence and non-recognition of indigenous People’s Rights

In spite ol the growth in the past [ew years, which has now
begun to sputter, the absolute number of poor continues to
gl()“

“‘Rhetoric 15 not enough. The use ol progressive rhetornc
can be used. nav. 15 bemg used o co-opt well-meaning non-
state organmizations and nuslead the public, " the POs and the
NGOs said

Ihe civil society movement should use the progressive
rhetonc 1o push for progressive reforms But more important
the practice must match the rhetoric Or the rhetoric must
maltch the reabity,” they added

I'he POs and the NGOs also cited the following

o Wide dispanity in the development of the geograplical
regions Metro Manila, on the one hand. has a human devel-
opmen!t index comparable to the level ol human development
in the newly industrializing countries

On the other hand, (he human development index ol the

Autonomous Region of Mushim Mindanao 1s close 1o those of

the poorest like Zambia and Bangladesh

o The tax system 1s based against the poor, the bulk of

revenues 1s made up ol indirect taxes even as those who can
afford to pay have been able to evade or avoid direct as well
as mdirect laxation

¢ Public spending has been biased against the poor, espe-
cially in the rural areas Public health spending 1s way below
the average spending of development countries. Further, public
health spending has allocated less for preventive health care

On public education mainly accessed by the poor. comple-
tion rates especially in the primary level remain low. With
regard to public infrastructure spending, the urban arcas have
been the main beneficianies al the expense of the rural areas
where the absolute poor are concentrated

e The gap between the rich and the poor remains wide
In 1994, the nichest 20 percent of the population controlled
more than 50 percent of the country’s total income. and the
poorest 20 percent received less than live percent

e Unemployment and underemployment rates remain high
More than one third of the labor force are either unemployed
or underemploved. More Filipinos especially women have to
work overseas. (Manila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

POVERTY DRIVE: Unrealistic.

COUNCIL HEAD: President Ramos swears in Presidential Assistant Benjamin de Leon as chairman of the Phil-
ippine NGO Council on Population, Health and Welfare during oathtaking rites at Malacafiang’s Ceremonial Hall
Among those in photo are Health Secretary Carmencita Reodica, Chief Presidential Legal Counsel Renato Cayetano
and Executive Secretary Ruben Torres. (Malacafiang Photo)
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FATE OF RP’S GARMENT EXPORTS
HANGS IN THE BALANCE -- BETP

By DARWIN

M. ESPINOSA

HE fate of the local garment exports hangs in
the balance.
In a report submitted to the National Eco-
nomic Development Authority, Luis Berrei, direc-

said the prospects of export-bound apparel goods
would depend in the outcome of a protest made by
the Philippines against a new trade ruling issued by
the United States government.

tor of the Bureau of Export Promotion (BETP),

Berrer was refernng to a
new tarff barrier imposed
recently by US authorties
which in effect, virtually closed
the door 1o the countny's gar-
ment exports

Il the Rules ol Origin
1ssue 15 nol resolved 1 ows
lavor, our garmenl exporis
worldwide will go down by as
much as 10 percent to [5
percent, Berrer smd. adding
that 1f the 18 resolved
lavorably and quickly “"we can
project a growth of 10 percent
this year

Under the Rules of Origin
Law by US trade oflicials, the
country cannol lag ils garment
exports as ““Made n the
Philippines’ unless a substan:
tial portion of the article 1s
made from local sources
Unfortunately, however, mosl
garment makers in the coun-
try use foreign-sourced malte-

IssHe

rals for their products

Berrer smd this develop-
ment could affect the export
performance of the country
espectally lor garments

Any disagreement on the
Rulers of Origin 1ssue will have
4 negative effect on our gar-
ment exports, and that i1s going
to be a big blow,”" he said

Berrer said the Philippine
government protesied
against the Rules of Origin
edict and heanngs on the is-
sue have been going on in the
international courts

As this developed, a shght
slowdown in the country's
export receipts was noted n
recent months, brought about
by 4 decline in the shipments
ol appare!l and clothing acces-
sories owing to the closure ol
several garment lactories in the
country

Berrei explained. however

has

that if there was a slowdown,
these were the seclors adversely
alfected by stil competition

IHe said these manufactur-
ers continued to use obsolete
equipment, were plagued with
labor problems, and djd ot
have productivity programs for
their workers

Berrer pomnted oul that what
may have hastened the closure
of inefficient lirms was the
removal of the protectionist
policy for domestic industries,
thus giving the local export
markel a wider playing field
Ihe competition lor local
manufacturers was intensified
with the entry of loreign play-
ers

Against this backdrop, some
garments firms had to move
to more cost-efficient sites
abroad and those who could
nol keep up with the demands
for world-class quality prod-

ucts simply closed shop

“*We may have problems
such as expensive labor bul
we also have the advantage of
having an educated labor force
that can speak and wrte in
English, that can be easily
trained and are highly cre-
ative,”” Berrei said

“The solution 1s not in
lower wages. not when the
economy 1s expanding and our
exports are growing. What we
need 15 to equip labor with
enough modern tools, new
technology and processes so
that they can produce more,’
he added

In this way, Berrer said,
local companies will be able
to double their production thal
leads to increase in profitabil-
ity. Motivation is likewise a
key, which can be given
through trainings and work-
shops. (MNC)
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