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resident Ramos and First Lady Amelita Ramos take time to talk with Jason Anderson, a pianist and composer who performed his original
musical composition entitled **Out of Darkness,"" during the centennial dinner hosted by the Filipino community in  London at the Four Scason’s
Page lotel recently. Jason was awarded a full government-funded scholarship last January to attend the Purcell School, one of Great Britain’s prestigious
5 schools in classical music. (Malacanang Photo)




More than just casinos

PAGCOR helps
create income

There is 'more to the Philippine Amusement and
Gaming Corporation than just casinos, than just
affording gaming and leisure activities. Among the
many roles it plays and the many tasks it performs,
PAGCOR helps fund livelihood projects-to make life a
little better for people in depressed communities.

In the last six years, at least 82 livelihood projects were

& "Gc\a

financed by the President’s Social Fund, to which a big
portion of casino income goes. These have given
hundreds of families, whose lives are among the
millions PAGCOR has touched, not only a source of
income but also renewed hope and confidence in
themselves to become useful and productive citizens.
Because, in more ways than one, PAGCOR matters. And
PAGCOR cares,

- .
\ Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation
Responding through Responsible Gaming
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EDITORIAL REPORT

PALACE LEADS
CHARTER BATTERING

By ERIC S. GIRON

ENATE President Ernesto Maceda branded as
“nonsense’’ President Fidel Ramos’ call to
Congress to pass an enabling law governing
people’s initiative after the Supreme Court had reject-
ed the petition to amend the Constitution to provide
for another Ramos term or to extend the present one
of the People’s Initiative for Reform, Modernization

and Action (Pirma).

This was lypical of the
Ramos ambivalence in quot-
ing he is not interested in
seeking a second term and
vet encourage the Pirma and
now Congress to amend the
Charter

Maceda declared he will
boycoll the next legislative-
executive session at Mala-
canan if the mnatve bill
1s included 1in the agenda.
nor will he calendar it on
first reading: He slammed
the door on a constituent
assembly to amend the
Constitution as revived in
the House

The Pirma claims 11 was
another group’s petition that
the Supreme Court reject-
ed. It now proposes to pres-
sure the Commission on
Elections to continue authen-
ticating some 5.000 signa-
tures it claims to have
amassed.

Pirma’s announcement 1o
file a second motion for re-
consideration was assailed
as a “‘recidivist attempl lo
blur a settled 1ssue™” by
Laban Rep. Edcel Lagman
“*Having been scuttled by the
high tribunal. the only hon-
orable thing for Pirma to do
is disband,”
gested.

Comelec Chatrman
Bernardo Pardo has stopped
the processing of signatures
after the high court ruled
there is on enabling law for
a people’s initiative and re-
garded Republic Act 6735
sponsored by Raul Roco
when he was in ithe House

Lagman sug-

as “‘inadequate.”’

An amendatory bill on
iitative to RA 6735 was
proposed by Rep. Raul
Gonzales but he wants
Malacanian to certify it
Gonzales. Reps. Victorico
Chayes and Pedro Romual-
do. who mmiuated the signi-
ture collection campargn m
the provinces. are leading
87 House third-termers dis-
qualified by the Constitution
from secking a fourth term
to move for the lifting of
term limits.

““This 1s a matter of life
or death for the graduating
congressmen,” said Gonza-
les. “and could cause up-
heavals 1n the House and
the Senate.™

Independent Rep. Joker
Arrovo said Ramos is pre-
pared to junk Speaker Jose
de Venecia Ir, if he persists
in opposing Charter change
and to replace him with
Majority Leader Rodolfo
Albano

The third-termers may
revoll. Bukidnon Rep. Jose
Zubiri admits. but 150 of
the 216 House members (132
of them Lakas) arec “‘all
dichard de Venecia allies™
who would not unseat him

The Liberal Party's Dep-
uty Speaker Raul Daza and
Batanes Rep. Florencio Abad
support de¢ Venecia's “no-
compromise  stand against
amending the Charter

e 24 senators signed
a resolutton agamst any
Charter change belore the
1998 elecuon although Sen

Leticia R. Shahani had res-
ervations.

Rep. Gary Teves said al-
though the Supreme Coun
has driven the last nail on
Pirma’s coffin, he speculated
Pirma will thrive and peo-
ple should be vigilant against
those ““who only want lo
promote their own inter-
ests. ™’

RAMOS CALL
OPPOSED

e united opposition
spurned President Ramos’
call for Congress (o tmme-
diately pass an enabling law
on initiative to amend the
Constitution. saving this
would enable him to stay n
power despite lus repeated
announcements he would
step down when his term
ends i 199K

The Senate 1 a unani-
MOUSs VOIC eXCepl some res-

ervations of Sen. Leticia

Sll'fN)‘\'l'[': PRES. MACEDA: Boycott.

Shahani rejected any move
1o amend the Constitution
whether through people's
Initiative. a constituent as-
sembly or constitutional
convention before the 1998
¢lection

Opening the door through
rushed legislation as Pres-
ident Ramos proposes arous-
¢s suspicion that Ramos
wanis to cling 1o power. Rep.
Joker Arrovo said. citing the
example of President
Ferdinand Marcos who
imposed martial law in 1972
because he could not serve
bevond 1973 and " “rammed
through the 1973 Constiiu-
tion that enabled him to be
an autocral for the next 13
vears

The bill Mr. Ramos pro-
poses can wait until after
1998 Sen
Ernesto Herrera said, and
Congress can focus on vital

lea election.

social and economic legis-
lation *‘considering the lim-
ited time we have =~ While
senators agreed on the need
for an enabling law, Herrera
said this is not a priority
measure at this time.

Rep. Romualdo said the
Charter-change drive is
doomed if the Senate is op-
posed 1o it

While President Ramos
has repeatedly stressed he
will not serve beyond his
term n 1998, he told a press
conference in Cebu Interna-
tonal Airport lunc 14 he
supported Charter amend-
ments supposedly to allow
petitions of people to be
acted upon Il enacted
during his term.”” Arroyo
pointed out this *“would en-
able him to serve beyond
1998 *

“That 1s canting, plain
and simple,”” Arroyo said
Il Mr. Ramos is sincere in
not extending his term, "all
he has to do is leave the
initiative for a law on peo-
ple’s initiative 1o the next
President.”

Pirma Executive Director
Michael Policarpio said the
opposition will take the group
buck 10 the Supreme Court
in stoppmg the Come-lec from
iIlI”lCI]lIL".III.I!g hlgl'l.'l[lirt'\' -Il'tll
the Comelec has announced
11 cannol act on 1hl_‘ I’]I'l‘.llll I‘l.‘-
tion due to the SC decision

Sen. Miriam [ Santiago’s
charge that three Supreme
Courl justices were coerced
by President Ramos to vote
in favor of the Pirma petition
drew a retort from Press Sec
Hector Villanueva to name the
justices in fairness to them

LONER MIRIAM

Sen. Santiago may have
reason 1o shun the coalion
ol the Laban ng Demokrati-
kong Pilipino, Nationalist
People s Coalition and Partido
ng Masang FPilipino. which

will hold only insofar as some-
body 15 willing to sacrifice
his presidential ambition for
opposition unity, which is
unlikely

Will Vice President Joseph
Estrada who announced he 1s
running for President only
under the united opposition
graciously give in to Sen
who has
ousted all Laban members

Edgardo Angara

opposed to him? Or will
Angara be willing to with-
draw in favor of Estrada? How
does Senate President Emesto
Maceda fit into the scheme?
Ihe opposition s fragmented
as ever, despite 1ts ostenta-
tous unitheation mto o Laban
ng Makabavang
Pilipino

I'he LMMP
merger empowers the new
opposition party to enter into
a ““coalition, alliance or merg-

Viasang

ambitious

er”” with other partes provided
they abide by the unity pact
anchored on an alternauive
program lo attack poverty
creale jobs safeguard basic
rights and freedoms

The divided opposition 1s
accented by  Sanhago’s
breakaway and erstwhile
[Laban Sen. Glona Macapagal-
Arroyo conlident her political
aggrupation of renegade

Laban members have the
potentigl to win the election

Santiago sawd she would
invite presidential aspirants
Raul Roco and “*God-

anointed™ Aquilino Pimentel

Sen

Jr to join her group The
LLMMP claimed Liberal Par-
1y I\'L'I‘ l'aniada,
PDP-Laban Mavor Jejomar

Wigberto
Binay and Pimentel. and
Santiago were members of the
United Opposition Against
Charter Changes said to be
the forerunner ol LMMP
But can Santiago still count
on the student vote and the
others who supported her in
the 1992 election which gave
Fidel V. Ramos only a slight
(Next page, please)
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REP. ARROYO: Revolt.

margin over her in the vote
for President? Will her Sen-
ate record be a plus or mi-
nus? These are the determi-
nants in the 1998 election

President Ramos played
down the opposition merger
saying Lakas is *‘the most
spread-out and the deepest 1n
terms of leaders in the field”
and still the party to beat in
1998

LAKAS SITUATION

Defense Sec. Renato de
Villa was rumored to have
forged a secrel deal with
Salvador Laurel ol the
Nacionahsta Party. *‘The
game plan 1s that 1 de Villa
loses 1n the Lakas convention,
he will piggvback his orga-
nization of military and ci-
vilian followers on the NP,
saild PMP’s Lito Banayo,
former Laurel spokesman. He
will do a Ramos, except that
the NUCD (National Union
of Christian Democrats) will
be the NP and Raul
Manglapus will by Doy Lau-
rel.”

But de Villa belied he had
a ““secret talk”" with the NP's
Laurel. Rep. Gonzales said
nothing had been discussed
on the matter in NP meet-
ings.

But a more disturbing
speculation 1s that there will
be a three-comered Lukas [ight
for the presidency among Sec
de Villa, Speaker de Venecia
and former Cehu Goy
(Late} Osmefia

] r]:!‘“l'
Visayas and
Mindanao politicians are re-
paited planning (o break away
from Lakas to lorm an all-
Visayan pohitical bloe to sup-
porl Osmena lor the presiden-
cy which can be altered only
il President Ramos runs [or
reelection

Bukidnon Rep. Jose Zubin
Ir. says southem politicians
want a Visayan-speaking
President. Osmefa’s Lakas
supporl in the House comes

from 32 members led by Rep
Raul del Mar. The Visayas-
Mindanao vote accounts for
14 million of the 40 million
nationwide voters.

In spite of Osmefia’s en-
try, De Venecia expressed
confidence the Lakas will
bulldoze its rivals. He said
he will unite with de Villa
and other aspirants o ensure
against any breakaway candi-
date 1n the Lakas

The LMMP Media Bureau,
however, said pro-Lakas lead-

ers of Pusyon Bisaya, Lakas®

Dabaw and Partido Magdalo
have sent feelers negotiating
for a possible merger with the
LMMP

In the face of these polit-
ical developments and his call
to Congress for legislation that
would allow a people’s ini-
tiative, President Ramos em-
barked on his 28th foreign trip
since 1992, a nine-day tour
of Europe and the Middle
East, leaving 1t to his subal-
tems to wrestle with the re-
percussions of politics

- L L
LATEST RAMOS
BRAINSTORM

“The Filipmo people de-
serve a new capital city that
will reflect the changes in the
global commumty, " President
Ramos declared. "“The new
capital could serve as a sym-
bol of renewal, excellence,
newfound pride and a model
for future development ™

The Ramos plan is to trans-
fer the Philippines’ capital
from Manila to Central or
Southern Luzon or in a city
in Cavite, Laguna, Batangas,
Rizal or Quezon. His reason’
“Manila 1s not an mtelhgent
city that 1s ecologieally sound
culturally affirmung and uses
high technology.”

The move to designate a
new capital is not new. Pres-
ident Elpidio Quirino desig-
nated Quezon City the Phil-
ippines” capital m 1948 I
Wwias Il..‘,tlil'nt‘d Lo M(IIlllﬂ 1n
1976

A capital city is not made
by presidential edict It man-
ifests itsell” through the cen-
turies hke Manmila by wirtue
of 1ts location on the banks
of the Pasig River where Chi-
nese trading sampans found
therr way into Laguna de Bay
and exchanged goods with
settlers there, 1ts potenual for
growth, faciliies and accessi-
bility

The first Spanish settle-
ment was Cebu which Portu-

guese based in the Moluccas
often raided so that the Span-
iards shifted to [loilo. Both
have become premier cities of
the South. But it was the com-
munity on the delta of the
Pasig which an expedition of
Felipe de Salcedo from Panay
discovered, which even then
was trading with Chinese
junks and neighboring Asian
countnies, that developed into
the Philippines’ capital

It may take centunies to
build a new capital but it may
never reach the stature of
Manila after it broke from its
confines within the Walled
City (intra muros) after 1898.
There have been attempts to
transfer the capital in the same
way that stupid proposal to
rename the country crops up
now and then for so many
uNconvincing excuses

Why not leave well enough
alone?

L] L) L]

TOWING RACKET

A car owner parks his
vehicle in an area where he
believes parking 1s allowed
But his car is towed to an
impounding area and he has
to cough up P1,500 1o redeem
racket
where the racketeers are giv-

it This 1s clearly a

en the discretion to declare
which are prohibited areas for
parking by crooked officials

“The bottom line 1s that
the entire towing business is
a scam, ' says an editorial
[he day 1s near when traflic
aides would become clay
pigeons as in Makati where
irate drivers shot two traffic
““What distresses the
car owners is nol doing a
traffic wrong or paying Lhe
appropnate fine,” says the
editorial. “*What really gets
our goal 1s the likelithood that
when our turn comes, we
won't be at fault and we will
be paying not a fine to the
government but a ransom to
some crooks. ™’

Of the P1,500 charged by
tow companies

ardes

and shared
with the mayors or their fam-
ilies, only P200 actually goes
to the city while the rest ““is
pocketed by the towing com-
panies and shared with the
mayors or their families. ™
lowing helps decongest
the streets and the money
charged for 11 1s a fee lor the
CIlY service 1n removing a
blocking car in the owner’s
absence. Bul towing compa-
nies operating in Manila and
Makat “"he in wait, ready to

pounce on any car that slows
down.”

Now the Metropolitan
Mantila Development Author-
ity has suspended towing n
Metro Manila, A car owner
who violates the law gets a
ticket instead of having his
car towed

L L L
DROUGHT!

Even with a typhoon lurk-
ing east of Luzon, the sun is
shining brightly and it rains
only briefly in the evenmings
The extended summer is at-
tributed to a phenomenon that
causes drought which for want
of an explanation is called El
Nifio

““In some parts of the
ocean, temperatures were the
highest since 1993,"" meteo-
rologists reported the abnor-
mal warm weather patlerns
of the Pacific Ocean in the
Germany-based Oil World
agricultural newsletter for
June

1 Nifio 1s blamed lor se-
vere farm losses worldwide
lhe government is pressed to
start prepanng the agricultural
sector for Xl Nifio's devas-
tating cffects in the next IR
months Intemational markets
for farm produce are ulready
acing up in anticipation ol
widespread drought n the
Philippines. [ndonesia, Aus-
tralia and India which are n
El Nifio's path

Hit hard by drought in the
recent past were Panay 1sland,
mainland Mindanao areas,
Central and North Luzon
where the fields lay parched
and fallow

“"Agneultural output ac-
counts for 26 percent of our
gross national product.” said
Rep. Jose Zubin. ““If harvests
are ruined, farm losses could
bring the whole economy
down.”" He wamed the world-
wide drought pattern m the
next 18 months could wreak
havoc on the productive fields

Zubin urged that imgation
systems which are already n
the pipeline should be fast-
tracked to prepare the farm-
ers for any exigency. He said
the Agriculture Department
should be prepanng now to
cope with impending drought

L] L L

SUGAR MILLING

STOPPED

I'he sugar industry hob-
bling n its effort to recover
from ils worse crisis in years
brought about by liberalized
trading 15 further slipping nto

a financial mut. Victorias
Milling Company in Bacolod
City which provides 750,000
tons of sugarcane vearly is
shutting down its raw sugar
milling operations from July
to September for the first time
in year-round operations for
more than a decade.

Banks disclosed the sugar
certificates handed to them by
the ailing conglomerate may
not be backed by physical
The shutdown will
leave the Victonas planter-
clients banking on off-season
milling of 250,000 tons of
cane with up to P150 million
staggering losses. This will
worsen the company's chances
of repaying P6.5 billion debts
to 31 creditor banks

However, the 3,000-strong
Negros Consolidated Farmers’
association of small sugarcane
farmers vowed Lo take things
in their hands. The associa-
tion supplies 35 percent of the
company s annual output or
750,000 tons

stocks

Its ofl-season
supply 1s 45
total
Presidential Memorandum

percent ol
Viclorias,

Order 435 to the linance de-
partment authonzed the Na-
tional Food Authonty to hill
up the 27,000 metne-ton ad-
ditional quota ol sugar lor the
United States and to move lor
tanff-free importation ol the
same amount of sugar for
domestic use. The order grants
the NIFA tariff-free pnvileg-
es for the importation of the
equivalent volume ol sugar
L L] -
DEATH FROM
TORTURE

The Philippine policemen
stll carry the shigma of po-
lice brutality because of their
maltreatment of suspects and
recourse lo torture. Such
medieval malpractices have no
place in modern society but
they do exist, at times fla-
grantly

How can two Manila po-
licemen of Station 8 1n Santa
Mesa amrest a parking atten-
dant supposedly to grill him
on a robbery and wind up
subjecting him to third-degree
to extract the information they
wanted? Jose Pelayo told po-
licemen Pedro Marafon and
Advincula Mayam he Knew
nothing ol the robbery

The two cops released
Pelayo who returned to his
daily chores at the parking lot
but at 12 noon, he collapsed
IHe was rushed to San Lazaro
Hospital where doctors found

on his head and body torture
marks ascribed to severe beat-
ings. The hospital reported the
matter to the police.

Pelayo recounted to his
relatives that he was tortured
by Policeman Marafion and
Advincula to force him to
admit the robbery. Then he
died

Weslern Police District
Director Avelino Razon Jr,
placed the two policemen on
floating status while under
investigation. The Camp
Crame police laboratory de-
termined Pelayo’s immediate
cause ol death was brain
hemorrhage caused by sever-
al blows on the head and body

Razon ordered probers to
place in protective custody all
parties who are designated
witnesses in the case. He said
if sufficient evidence is gath-
ered agamnst the two police-
men, he will recommend their
immediate dismissal from the
service. But before that, they
should be prosecuted for tor-
turing an mnocent man from
whom they admitted they
could find no evidence against
so that they had to free him

But and
Advincula therr
damage And for what? Just

Maranon
had done
to satate their sadistic ten-
dencies? There should be law
enforcers, not brutes and
sadists 1n the police, who
torture an innocent working
man to death and for such a
crime as robbery

But between 1976 10 1996,
at least 415 cases of torture
of adults and children were
recorded 1n a University of
the Philippines study of
psycho-social trauma and
human rights. These include
only those that have been
gathered or made available
lhere could have been many
more not reported. The 415
cases are sufficient proof that
torture is being employed in
the country, particularly, by
the police

But there seems to be no
ngid campaign agamnst police
brutality to discourage its
recurrence. The uniformed
men with guns are pretty fast
in beating up suspects who,
in Pelayo’s case, was inno-
cenl. How can they bring back
to life a tortured victim to com-
pensale for their gneving kin?

If they cannot, then 1t’s
only fair that they also pay
with their lives the one they
took away
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BIODIVERSITY

to sustainable aggie productivity

By REP. RAMON ‘DOND(')N‘ BAGATSING, JR.

Chairman, House Committee on Science and Technology

(Speech delivered during the 22nd anniversary of the Institute of Plant Breeding, U.P. Los Bafios, Laguna, June 5, 199 7.)

UNDERSTAND

that during the past

anniversaries, IPB
has focused on seed pro-
duction. This is the first
time that genetic conserva-
tion, specifically biodiver-
sity is in the limelight. |
believe in this move for
various reasons:

First, in the cyele of plant
breeding, the source and
origin of all the improved
seeds and varieties produced
by IPB actually originated
from biodiversity. Biodiver-
sitv 1n this context means
having a rich pool of many
parent plants that give plant
breeders endless choices of
malcrials or genes (o com-
bine so that they can pro-
duce the best possible prod-
acts for Philippine agricul-
ture.

From its creation in 1975
until 1996, IPB has produced
110 improved varietics of 22
crops which have been
approved by the Philippine
Seedboard. These improved
varieties were developed
after years of trying Lo com-
bine the best traits of our
native plants, wild relatives
of these plants, of plants
introduced by our coloniz-
ers from the Spanish peri-
od. to plants we have export-
ed from other countries, This
rich pool must be main-
tained. conserved and even
expanded if we want to go
on developing more 1m-
proved varieties [or the
Filipino people. e have to
P?‘['.\('?'\'l' ”ll'(' Sanrce and
origin of our (mproved
seecls

Second, biodiversity con-
servation will ensure that we
continue breeding crops for
new needs that we have lo
answer

now or tn the fu-

ture such as: high vields

under optimum conditions.

e

REP. BAGATSING

resistance to present day
major pests, or tolerance lo
adverse condihons such ax
drought, waterlogging and
margmal soils. The chang-
es may also need o address
the liberalized trading svs-
tem, the need for environ-
mental conservation, as well
as changing customer
preferences. Our main cri-
teria for good variety used
to be high vield. Now. we
breed for crops that require
less or no chemicals that
degrade the environment
Before, we were content with
maintaining food security
Now we have to develop
crops that can also make us
globally compelitive. Now
we need plants that can
withstand more stresses like
more pesis and discases.
intense heat or drought.
flooding. salty soil and even
lahar sol!

I am glad 10 note thal
IPB has responded to such
needs by using the gift of
biodiversity. To make our
agriculture globally compet-
iive. IPB has deyveloped at
least seven corn hybnds and
the Sinta hybnd papaya. |
learned that Sinta papava
hybrid was developed in 13
vears and that plant breed-

CORN HYBRID: A measure ol success,

¢rs were able 1o transfer the
gene for discase resistance
10 papava nngspol virus
from a wild papaya relative
to the cultivated papaya. IPB
also released a lomato
somaclone as genetic stock
to produce tomatoes that can
thrive in salty areas and can
be grown off-season. For
crops that can fight pests
and disease. IPB also has
40 corn interspecific hybrids
between maize and its wild
relatives that have resistance
1o stem borer and downy
mildew. Demands on plant
breeders mav change in the
next century, and maintain-
ing biodiversity, even of wild
and seemingly useless spe-
can ensure that
we are f'l'(l(h' o meet .\'HE.‘J‘?

cles now,

challenges
Third, biodiversity must
be maintained for food se-

curity and the survival of

the global agriculture com-
munity. Countries are inter-
dependent in genelic re-
sources, Most regions of the
world are more than 50%
dependent on species orig-
mating from other regions
for their major agricultural
crops. We are no exception
Many of our improved crops
came from networking with

other countries _lllSl a5 W¢
contribute to worldwide
agricultural progress

For example. [ learmed
that Timiguib. our native
farmers’ corn variety. 1s the
only source of resistance 1o
downy mildew in the world
Hence, you can be sure that
all the improved corn varie-
ties in the country and in
Southeast Asia that are
resistant o this disease was
crossed al some point with
our Philippine Timguib, We
also have many indigenous
native fruits and nuts which
in the future can be com-
mercialized like the kiwi of
New Zealand. We also have
alupag. marang. tabu.
alingaro. bago, barobo. binu-
cao. galo. kalumpit. kubili.
and lipote. One day. [ wish
these fruils can also make
a name in the world [ruit
markel. We have much o
contribute as we have much
1o benefit from networking
the rich genetic resources ol
the world

Fourth, r“iru!“’a'rwf_l and
s conservation s f.'”}h‘b]‘-
fent hecause we are running
agaiinst time, and against
mankind ttself” The rich ge-
netic collection of the coun-
trv is being slowly eroaded

by population pressure. land
CONVErsion. unplanned
industrialization. and defor-
eslation.  We ourselves,
through greed. lack of fore-
sight, lack of awareness and
knowledge. or worse lack of
concern, are killing the very
backbone of our livelihood
We ourselves are destroy-
ing our source of food se-
curity, We ourselves are
banishing the pillars of our
cconomic productivity.

I am glad to lake note
that as early as 1975 when
IPB was created, 1t also es-
tablished a National Plant
Genetic Resources Labora-
tory. This is our gene bank
and the national center
which coordinates and
monitors all national efforts
to collect, conserve, use and
exchange our plant genetic
resources. The NPGRL
holds a collection of 32.446
accessions of 396 species of
annual and industnal crops
and fruits and ornamentals.
A large proportion or 75%
of this collection 15 of local
origin because we want 1o
preserve our heritage of
genetic resources. The lab
also conserves 925 acces-
sions of abaca. banana.
potato. sweel potato. laro.

yam, garlic in vitro. It also
offers services such as post-
entry quarantine of incom-
ing and outgoing germplasm
accession, The NPGRL also
holds the world base collec-
tion for germplasm of
winged bean. snake gourd,
bittergourd and wax gourd:
the duplicate world collec-
tion of mungbean; the Asian
collection of tomato: and the
indigenous crop germplasm
of Southeast Asia

IPB's pioneering efforts
have been supported n re-
cent vears by other govern-
ment seclors. by NGOs. and
by government legislation
The Sced Industry Act of
1992 Inghlights the ynal role
of genetic resources in seed
industry and agricultural de-
velopment. In 1995, EO 247
was passed to regulate pros-
pecting of biological and
geneiic resources so that they
are protected, conserved, de-
veloped and used for the
benefit of the country. How-
ever, there is still much to
be done. We need to
strengthen the awareness
and appreciation of the
government and the citizens
for the importance of
biodiversity conservation
We also need to rally our
legislalors to creale a na-
tional policy and program
on biodiversity conservation

As Chairman of the S &
T Committee of the House and
of the Commit-
tees lor Ecology and Relor-

as member

estation, | feel most concerned
about the urgency for these
needs Ior biodiversity con-
servation 1s our key to a
sustainable future and to food
secunty 1 would hke to as-
sure you at this moment ol
my support as a legislator lor
conserving biodiversity so that
we can all ensure the 'ul.'riA
culture productivity ol our
country, and of the global
L'.(illlllll._l[]]l_\
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THERE’S MONEY IN COGON

By RHODORA M. RIMANDO

HE lowly cogon grass, long regarded as a
noxious weed by farmers, foresters, and cattle-
men in the Philippines can pass as a potential
dollar eamer for the country. Unknown to many, cogon
has varied practical uses for rural people to earn extra
income. The weed grows well even in marginal lands
and can be found ubiquitously encroaching an open
plains and slopes. It is characteristically gregarious
and often occupies enormous areas forming the usually

unwelcome cogonales.
Paper can be manufac-
tured out of cogon leaves.
This has been a fact since
1929. Cogon leaves plus a
little mixture of cotton has
yielded good quality paper
Despite this potential of
cogon, the Philippines re-
mains blind to its commer-
cial and industrial possibil-
ities, The Philippines 1s. in
fact. a paper-importing
country
One good example of
paper that can be produced
oul of cogon 1s hand-made
paper. Hand-made paper 1s
unique in its own way and
commands a very good price
.in the market, Expensive
stationery, greeting cards
and other novelty gift items
could be produced from this,
Just give it a try. Con-
sult Forest Products Re-
search and Development
Institute (FPRDI), Forestry,
College, Laguna, Philippines

HOUSEFLIES MAY BE

THE common housefly
may be the cause of Helico-
bacter pylori

It 1s acquired from hu-
man excrement by the house-
fly. which then. while crawi-
ing on human food. contam-
inates tt

H. pvlon is a baclerium
that was first described in
the early 1980s by a group
ol Australian researchers
who theorized 1ts connec-
tion to ulcers. It is the cause
of most duodenal ulcers and
an estimated 70-80 percent
of gastric ulcers

In the late 1980s re-
scarchers at Stanford Uni-
versity showed it was asso-

for the technology, and you
will find at hand an indus-
try that is bound to thrive.

Cogon, moreover, is a
source of herbal medicine
with many curative func-
tions. Accordingly. the rhi-
zomes and flowers of cogon
contain essential oils that
could disinfect infected uri-
nary tract and dissolve
stones and potassium that
cause duresis A decoction
is prepared from the dried
flowers and rhizomes In
many Tagalog provinces. a
decoction ol fresh roots is
used to cure dyvsentery and
diarrhea. A decoction of the
frunt spikes could be taken
as a sedative This decoc-
tion can be also emploved
as a blood purnfier and as
a diuretic. The Chinese use
the runners to make restor-
ative. hemostatic. and
antifebrile medicine, In In-
donesia. root and rhizome

ciated with certain types of
stomach cancer

Helicobacter pylon has
the unusual ability to liye
in the harsh acidic environ-
ment of the stomach. In most
people it causes no disease
but in the unlucky few 1
causes duodenal vlcer. gas-
iric ulcer and gastric can-
cer

The organism lives in the
stomachs ol most people
the world. although i de-
veloped countries less than
50 percent are infected and
most children
Helicobacter free

In developing countries
infection is almost univer-

drc

3 A

extracts are used as tonics
and aphrodisiac. The ash 1s
laken as a rhecumatic drug
and the seeds are used as
styptic. In Bogor markets.
fresh rhizome bundles are
available for medicinal
purposcs

Nowadays. many phar-
miaceutical industries depend
on many plants for their me-
dicinal properties and prep-
arations. This is because

CARRIERS

sal among adults. with 30
percent becoming infected
by five vears ol age

A key lactor in these dil-
ferences may be the use ol
indoor plumbing n devel-
oped countries. sayvs Di
Peter Grubel of St Eliza-
beth's Medical Center of
Boston and one of (he re-
searchers who made (he
study. the first report of H
pvlon colomzation ol house-
flics. ~"The mode ol trans-
mission of Helicobacter
pvlori is unknown.

Housetlies

he savs
frequently
Into contact
human lood and excrementi
and have been reported 1o

come wilh

many healings have been
achieved through herbal
cures. That is why medic-
inal plants are now culti-
vated on a large scale by
drug industries. In a simi-
lar way. herbalists and drug
industries could harness the
potential of cogon as source
of herbal medicine.

It has been reported that
cogon grass can now be
exported to other countries

like Japan as feed for graz-
ing animals. Simply cut 4nd
collect the grass, air dry it
and bale it. for shipment

In addituon to feed for
animals, cogon could be uti-
lized as wall and roof ma-
terials, thereby. giving a very
cheap alternative source and
substitute for plywood and
metal roofing. In several
parts of Indonesia especial-
ly 1n Bali, cogon can be as
profitable as a rice crop, as
it 1s in very high demand
for roof thalching

To obtain better materi-
al for thatching, cogon field
is burned and allowed to
grow long enough to be
slashed, and the regrowth
will then subsequently be
soft enough for thatching
It was reported that cogon
thatch 1s heavier than pa
thatch. but 1s cooler during
the hot season and warmer
during the wet days. In some
plantations. the grass 1s used
as shade materials in cof-
fee and cinchona scedbeds
In Malaysia. it is widely used
as a wall and roof material
for pig sheds

Cogon thatch is also com-
mon in other countries such
as Sni Lanka. Myanmar,
Thailand. Malaysia. India.
Australia, and Fiji islands.

OF ULCER-CAUSING

be involved in the
dissemination of numerous
discases. including salmo-
nella

Since they habitually pro-
duce and leed on excrement
and it is now known that
they carry the bacterium, 1
is possible that they can acl
as vectors in the transmis-
sion of H. pvlon. savs Dr
Grubel

Structurally the fly 1s

well adapted for picking up
pathogens.””  sayvs Dr
Grubel. ““lts proboscis is
provided with a profusion
of fine hairs that readily
collect environmental detri-
us

Furthermore each ol the
six feet of the Ay is fitted with
hairy structures and pads that
secrele a sticky matenal, thus
adding to its pathogen trans-
mission potential. 1t as there-
fore not surpnsing that as
many as six mullion bactera
have been found on the ex-
ternor surlace of a single leed-
mg My and more than 100
species ol pathogenie organ-
istis have been isolated [rom
Lhe \l]h'unll\\' tract ol Iles

he adult houselly can
11y as far as 20 miles from 1s
source and can lreely enter
houses and areas where peo-
ple congregate, as well as
markets  stores, and other

places where human lood 1s

In the Philippines some of
its mountain dwellers and
rural folks use cogon for the
same purpose. There is only
a need to widely commer-
cialize it in order that rural
folks could readily avail
themselves of it.

Cogon also has other uses
which can be developed. In
Malaysia, beer is made from
the rhizomes. and in Ugan-
da from the leaves when
mixed with bananas. The dry
leaves are used as packing
materials in exporting goods.
In rubber plantations, it is
often used as rope for tying
bundles of coagulated latex.
[t also can be used as mate-
nal for making baskets, as
important fuel in south Chi-
na, particularly in cities and
larger towns. and lor mak-
ing pottery in Uganda

In Mauritius, cogon is
regarded as an ormamental
plant while in Russia the
silverv spikes are used for
flower bouquets, and also as
bouquet malerial in the mar-
nage ceremony in Java

he potential of cogon as
a source of mcome, and for
and lhvelihood
project, 1s already laid down
What are we waiting lor? Let

imdustry

us act now and profit from
cogon
« PCARRD Monitor

BACTERIA

available
frequents human and animal

It just as [reely
excrement alike, ™ he says

Dr. Grubel warns that this
research only proves that the
housefly is capable of carry-
ing the bacterium, and that
no delinite prool exists that
it actually serves as a vector
Future research studies will
{ocus on whether infected [hes
can aclually pass the nfec-
ton on and determine 11 H
pylor 1s present m flies m
the wild

The lindings are published
in the Journal of Clinical
Microbiology '

+ MNC Environment,

Science and Technology
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EDITORIAL

Lunch money?

T A presscon recently held by presidential wannabe Joseph Estrada (why
not, he’s already vice-president), print and broadcast reporters were report-

edly given envelopes containing P2,000 consisting of two P1,000 bills for lunch
money. The amount could buy anyone a sumptuous meal fit for any thieving mayor
or congressman.

A declaration by any government official, especially from one who is
often dubbed as just a breath away from the presidency, is newsworthy per
se. And if we recall rightly Erap’s announcement that particular presscon
does not need any envelop to make headline news; he had broken away from
the administration and will actively seek to succeed the incumbent president.
So why the handout?

It was denied, of course, by Erap’s spokesman. But based on past per-
formances, the public is left with no choice but to invest credibility to the
story. From both giver and taker, the people know that the practice called
envelopmental journalism has prospered in this country where corruption has
become an art in public and private sectors. In media there are those who
have also prospered beyond imagination their salaries could afford.

The next two months will see more lucre flowing like champagne from
the politicians. And it won’t merely be *‘lunch money’ although for a marginalized
family, the amount is princely. The forthcoming envelope leading to the presidential
election year will be fat and bulging, enough to make some journalists salivate.

So the citizenry of this country need not be surprised if they read more
or hear more of the same in the months to come. They may allow themselves
the luxury of envying the lucky ladies and gentlemen who know how to grapple
with life’s beautiful realities. Envelopmental journalism is here to stay as long
as there are corrupt politicians who are able, ready and willing to pay to see
their ugly mugs or read their lousy names in the media.

Who’s stalking whom?

: EN. MIRIAM Santiago, like her other female colleagues in that chamber,
Seasi!y makes news. We think also that she thinks most of the time and most
times she blurts out what she is thinking, its good copy. Like this one last week.
Maid Miriam thinks she has reason to believe President Ramos is stalk-
ing her, according to news reports. ‘‘The coincidence is too uncanny," she
supposedly said in a statement. **Either Mr. Ramos is acting like my shadow
and tracking my movements or fate continues to play a trick by making our
paths crossed constantly.”

She came to this conclusion with reason, definitely. The President’s 28th
trip (but who’s counting) abroad will take him to England and Greece where
the senator is also going. Mr. Ramos last week was to address a conference
organized by the Oxford Union Society at the same university. Coincidentally,
Mrs. Santiago was scheduled to start attending Oxford University for a month-
long Common Law program. The news story did not say how the two will
meet in Greece. It will not be in sweetness, though, judging from her mood.

‘““He may have been destined to be forever haunted by me, in which case
I intend to do the haunting of Mr. Ramos with alacrity.”” Without devotion?

The use of th word haunting scares us. Otherwise, it could be a merry

chase.
Who ate and run?

J UST a few words of caution on the Chief Executive’s British sojourn, if it’s
not too late. Rumors are circulating in town that the last time that they were
there, part of his entourage left without paying their bills at the famed Dorchester
Hotel. Mr. Ramos’ party, including the First Lady, for whatever reason, took a
different hotel. It could be because of scathing gossip regarding some of our
countrymen’s penchant for eating and running.

We recall how, for a time, Filipinos were practically banned or closely

scrutinized and monitored in Japan and some of the world's known hotels
for welshing on their bills,

The President and Mrs. Ramos were supposed to meet with Queen Elizabeth
and Prince Charles during this visit. We wish them well.

~ €V
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Guilty or not?

[F I were to judge the case against the
Supreme Courl as exposed by the Philip-
pine Center for Investigative Journalism
and the Adsian Wall Street Journal. my
verdict 1s: Guilty. But I wouldn’t impose
the extreme penalty against Their Honors.
I'd temper my decision with some mercy.
Otherwise stated. I'll consider certain
“mitigating circumstances’ in their favor

First. Their Honors are as human as
you and I are, although by their pronounce-
ments they sound like gods. Second. they're
already senile -- oops. sorry. notl senile,
but old.

How about you. reader?

LR R

Chief Justice Narvasa’s answer to the
charges against the High Court (Graph-
ic, June 16) is, in my well-considered
opinion, a weak defense.

The record of the Court under Mr.
Narvasa speaks for itself loud and clear.

As columnist Joaquin Bernas, SJ, said
in Today (June 15):

**I guess the first thing that should be
said is that the Supreme Court snatched
itself from the jaws of hell. [Referring
to its vote on the PIRMA motion for re-
consideration.] The Court, in a 6-6-1-2
vote, upheld the original decision...

| ONE'S WORTH
\

_by MAX NOBLE

““The narrow decision managed to bail
water from a Supreme Court threatened
with sinking. It gave the Supreme Court
valuable time to clear the air of suspi-
cion that it is being manipulated by unseen
forces. I think, however, that the losers
in all this can very well be Justices Torres
and Hermosisima. The justification they
have offered for their change of stance...
sounds limp."’

About Justices Torres and Hermo-
sisima, 1 differ. The loser is the Court
itself. As I've said time and again, an
institution is as good only as its mem-
bers. Besides, it’s not only the two named
justices over whose heads the proverbial
Sword of Damocles hangs.

Ex-Senator Saguisag is right. During
the times of Chief Justices Moran,
Concepcion and Bengzon (and others),
we didn't hear or read of what we hear
and read now,

We Forum
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High noon

The Land (the name we call our farm) is
truly blessed, not only because there 1s a brook,
natural springs and a man-made lagoon but
because you can view both the sunnse and
the sunset eveeryday when the sky is clear

Wherever one is he can see the sun nse
and set, he could be mesmerized mto sull-
ness. To say that the sunnse and the sunset
is beautiful 1s an understatement for we have
witnessed how a jaded heart made callous by
city hife can gape in admiration

Though artists have created poems, songs
and paintings to immortalize the quiet ele-
gance of the sunset and the glorious outbursts
of the sunrise, o my knowledge, there hasn'’t
been any work of art that has made the height
of the heat of the sun at noontime 1ts subject.

Only people who work with their hands
on day-to-day ordinary activities such as ull-
ing the soil, laundering, bringing the kids lo
school, planting, notice the sun. And this 1s
in reference to their work or activity

The phrase *‘mataas na ang araw " 1s not
only a part ol a script on radio and television
but a real reminder of an urgency of a task
or activity,

““Bumangon ka na at magtanim -- mataas
na ang araw.’’

“Isampay na ang damit, mataas na ang
araw,’’ '

What the sun has to give -- light, energy,
ultra-violet rays is greatest when it is at its
holtest at noontime

But why then aren’t there any work on art
or a tribute, a recognition of the noonday
sun?

Naturally, people would ask: **What 1s
romantic about the noonday sun?"

[ guess it 1s not only because of the ro-
mance in the sun that we [ind the sunset or
sunrise worth watching but because with our
human limitations we can only comprehend
so much

It 1s easy to see the sun’s effect on the
clouds and the sky just when it is almost
hidden behind the honzon, We can see how
a kaleidoscope of colors can change in a matter
of seconds and how shadows come and go
These we easily understand because these are
effects of only a small fraction of the power
of the sun

Like so, small blessings that come our
way.. a child garmnenng top academic hon-
ors, & mother winning the lotto, the husband
being promoted, a lost wallet returned, are
easy to thank the Lord for

But like the sun with full power, which
we cannot look at and thus can not see. the
Lord’s greater blessings we cannot compre-
hend. Our life, the gift of His Son, the pro-

Stories about doctors

THE things you learn about doctors

Most times, your discovery about how this
learned and very well-trained professional
group functions comes only when it Is too
late to do anything about it but bite your
finger-nails, and wish you had known more
about them when there was sull time

(LR L

Not that you could have done a thing about
it. Still --

I bumped into an old basketball friend
from the old U .P. Gymnasium on the Padre
Faura campus. He had become the athletic
director emeritus of a small southern college,
and right off he told me, **We made a mistake
We never should have trained musclebound
weightlifiers to become Olympice wrestlers.”™

““So what kind of people should yvou have
trained?’” | asked

“*We should have started out with med-
ical students, maybe even certilied pure
MD.s ™

“Why train doctors as wrestlers?”

“‘Because they d win every championship
hands down,”” my fnend said

ever be able to pin them down
ahsan

No one would

To think -- life used o be so simple

In my high school days, | was dragged oll
1o the old L1 P Infirmary on Padre Faura afier
a vomiting spell. diarrhea and assorted symp-
toms which panicked the living davhghts out
of kith and kin

All sorts of gastro-intestinal and congen-
ital aillments were speculated upon and duly
discarded. Just when everyone had about
written me off like the foreign debt of a
developing country, a doughty old general
practitioner from Cavite, Dr. Tirona (I can’t
remember his first name, but bless him,
wherever he might be practising today) ex-
amined me and my detntus

“Did you eat pakwan?" he demanded in
a low voice

| confessed | had. Almost hall a large one
before breakfast, as a matter of lact. It was
summer and watermelons were serambled all

tection of His Mother and the promise of

salvation are abstract... unfathomable and
difficult to thank for

I[I' we find the sunset hauntingly lovely
and the sunnse dazzlimgly uplifting, when
these are only puny touches of the sun’s rays,
can we not al least approximate what 1t would
be like if we could look at the noonday sun
directly?

May be 1t would be something like being
in His kingdom where His presence would
be the noonday sun

Like the noondav sun even if we do not
notice nor see it, the rays shine on the world
and 1t 1s for us to benefit from 1. The Lord
tllumines our souls with His love and wheth-
er we accept it or not the love is there. We
may not fathom the depth and breadth of His
total love but leave 1t to Him and we shall
surely be enveloped with 1

Or would you sull prefer the sunset or
sunrise because 11 would seem closer to the
earth?”

over the landscape
Dr. Tirona thumped my stomach a few
times, gnmaced and gave me a whitish lig-
uid out of a small glass. It tasted like some-
thing wrung 6ut of an overused Lakas-NUCD
T-shirt
The next day, 1 was back in playground
circulation again
Ti L
Things today have obviously changed --
the practise of medicine, the expensive phar-
maceuticals, the chain of internmnable (and
expensive) tests sick people must deal with
Amonfg others. Even the celebration of Inde-
pendence Day has new overtones of medical
modernity 1n 1. Instead of msulling love of
country and fellowman among Filipinos, people
keep “*doctoring”™” revolutionary history
LE R LR
For mos! of us, indeed, life under the present
milieu 1s no longer a question of staying
healthy. It's a question of finding a sickness
you like, and vou better be sure you can afford
it
L]
Which reminds me of another story, which
my basketball gvm coach probably would have
told me if his rheumatism hadn't been bother-

EARTHMAN

by MARIO P
g him. It’s a nddle, that goes like this:

Why do doctors and the doctoring industry
like very much to stay on the sidelines in any
issue that might involve them? Is it because
they are retiring, shy, or is it in the nature of
the healing profession itself? Neither, it would
seem They like the sidelines because there
they can waltch for side-effects. The trade in
diseases caused by the side-effects of dazzling
new drugs is so brisk you have to stay close
to the game. That’s where the action 1s

AEnEy

I'inally, we drag out of the old clothes hamper
this comy and much overused homily about
sleeplessness, Unlike Erap Estrada, who puts
on a good show of not losing any sleep over
whether he gets Danding Cojuango’s endorse-
menl or not, as long as he has Nora Aunor’s,
there are people chronically suited for count-
ing sheep
_ For them, we pass this on. If you can’t
sleep at might, 1t 1sn’l the coffee, 1t's nol even
the barbiturates. It’s the bunk

Letter to

the Editor

[Jear [Farmer Joe,
Please tell Lidith that her
ways

‘Silver High-
piece reminds me of lHenry David
lhoreau’s meditauons on Life and Nature
during his sojourn at Walden’s Pond Eons
ago, | read somewhere that, on s deathbed,
he asked 1o be raised to a siting position so
that he might be able to catch a final glimpse

of one more spnnglime through his window
When all these quotidian hassles are be-
hind us, 1 shall take up that glamorous (7)
grandmother’s offer for a few days® stay at
the farm. | think you are very fortunate to
have your own Walden.
Warmest regards,
(Sgd.) F.T, Ocampo

IN RE: PETITION FOR ADOPTION
OF THE MINOR EVANGELIZE PELENO

SPOUSES PLUTARCO B. BAWAGAN, JR
and CRISTINA P. BAWAGAN,
Petitioners

P. Bawagan

the herein petitioners
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
216 Justice Hall Bldg

that

why sald petition should nol be granted

three (3) consecutive weeks in

Let a copy of this ordes
Dapartment of Social Waeltare
on the date and time above-stated

together

hearing,
SO ORDERED

WE FORUM

June 16, 23 & 30, 1997

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGION
BRANCH 102, QUEZON CITY

B RIDCELR

A verilied petition has been filed by petitioners-Spouses Plutarco B. Bawagan, Jr
through counsel, praying that atter due notice, publication and hearing, a judicial
decree o adoption be rendered by this Court. declaring minor Evangeline’ Pelefio, the child of

said petition will be heard
City Hall Compound, Quezon City on July 9
aforesaid date and time all persons Interested or concerned may appear and show cause, If any,

Let a copy of this order be published at the expense of the petitioners, once a week for
a newspaper of general circulation

with the
and Development
The Department of Social Wellare and Development is orderad
to conduct & social case study of the minor sought to be adopted
as well as the petitioners, and to submit a report thereon, ot least one week bafore the scheduled
and to intervene on behall of the minor

Done in Queran City, this 9th day ol May,

SP, PROC NO. 0-97-30878

and Cristina

Rms. 214-
at which

this Court sitting at
1997 a1t B30 am

petition and its annexes be served upon the
whose representative is ordered to be present

the latter's natural parents
if it finds that the petition should be deniad
1997 :

[Sgd )} PERLITA J. TRIA TIRONA
Judge
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PREVENTION IS THE BEST
CURE AGAINST CANCER

CANCER research should move its empha-
sis away from lreatment and toward preven-
tion and early detection

Despite 25 years of intense research and
thousands of climcal tnals ol promising new
cancer therapies, there has been only scattered
progress in treatment, say two researchers from
the University of Chicago

Dr. John C. Bailar III and co-author Heath-
er Gomik, a medical student. say that *“how-
ever one analyzes and interprets the present
data the salient fact remains that age-adjusted
rates of death due to cancer are now barely
declining. Hopes for a substantial reduction in
mortality by the year 2000 were clearly mis-
placed, ™"

Their report, published 1n the New England
Journal of Medicine, includes a silver lining
It confirms that the steady increase in age-
adjusted mortality for all cancers plateauved
around 1991 followed by a one-percent de-
crease, from 203.0 to 200.9 per 100,000, from
1991 to 1994

Most of the decline. however, can be traced
nol to improved treatments but to reduced
cigarette smoking, 1mproved screening and
decreases in the incidence of certain types of
cancer.

“‘Since the shight decrease in cancer mor-
tality largely reflects changing incidence or
earlier detection, rather than improved thera-
Py, the logical next step. we believe. would
be to shift more resources into an arena where
we have proved that they make a difference
and concentrate our efforts on prevention and
early detection ol cancer,”” says Bailar

Redirecting resources o cancer prevention
will not be simple, **Prevention 1s likely to be
more difficult and costly than treatment,”" wam
the authors, citing the prolonged and difficult
struggles to reduce tobacco use or improve

diets.

[t wall require both better understanding of

the roles of nutrition, of preventive supple-
ments and inherited risk as well as vastly
improved methods of persuading the general
public to alter their lifestyles, habits and diets

Despite the enormous difficulties of chang-
ing basic behaviors such as smoking, diet or
exercise habits, “‘a national commitment to
the prevention of cancer, largely replacing
reliance on hopes for universal cures,”” exhort
the authors, *‘is now the way lo go.™

There has been significant progress in treat-
ment of certain cancers, the researchers ac-
knowledge. Death rates for each major cate-
gory of childhood cancer, for example, decreased
by about half since 1970 and continue to drop

But since fewer than one-third of one percent
of cancer deaths occur in children under 15,
they argue, even the complete elimination of
childhood cancer deaths would have lhttle impact
on overall cancer mortality

Other advances include better treatment for
specific cancers such as Hodgkin's disease and
testicular cancer, much better pain control.
growing knowledge of the virology and of the
biochemistry of cancer -- knowledge that has
improved treatment for many other diseases
including AIDS — and considerable progress
im medical 1imaging

I'here 18 also considerable optimism: about
new modes ol treatmeni. such as gene therapy
that are emerging from a better understanding
ol the molecular mechanisms ol cancer

But the arguments m lavor ol these prom-
1sing new lorms ol therapy ““are similar in
tone and rhetoric to those ol decades past about
chemotherapy, tumor virology. immunothera-
pv and other approaches ™ the authors note
‘Prudence requires a skeptical view ** (Ma-
nila Newsfeatures and Commentaries)

SPECIES LOST

POVERTY, fast population
growth, and inappropriate
conservation strategies threal-
en Philippine biodiversity

‘Our worry today is that
this brological diversity and
legacy is being lost rapidly,”™
said Percy £ Sajise, director
of the Regional Center for
Graduate Study and Research
in Agnculture in a paper pre-

sented during the Society of

Filipino Foresters Symposium
Biodiversity refers to all liv-
INg Organisms in a given area
and the ecological processes
they are part of

For example, habital
destruction today causes an
extimetion rate of about
species a day

live
" Sajise said
He said the Philippines
biodiversity heritage 1s globally
valued for the wide vanety and
the high number of species
found only in the country
The Philippines ranks as
one ol the top 10 countries 1n

Asia and the Pacific with the

highest estimated number of

endemic and total species. It
15 also included in the world's
priority areas for conservation.

It s a relatively small
country with high biodiversity
which is subjected to high rates
of deforestation and over-ex-
ploitation of its other major
ecosystems,’’ Sajise said

From an original lorest
cover of 21 million heclares
(70 percent of total land area)
i 1900, the remaining prima-
ry lorest is reported lo be
approximately 900,000 hectares
only by 1988 The remaining
lorests including mossy
lorests which total about 12
mullion hectares -- are located
in mostly steep and inacces-
sible areas

““These remaming onginal
biodiversity areas are proba-
bly even less today as defor-
estation remains unabated,
Sanse sad. " And 1o think that

there were 120 species of trees
alone found 1n a plot of land
slightly over on heclare in size
in the Lamao Forest Reserve

There are more species ol

woody plants in the Mount
Makiling Forest Reserve alone
than the enlire continental
Umted States

e said lack of economic
opportunities and an increas-

ing population put a lot of

stress on dwindling natural
resources. Much of the present
conservalion siralegies also
locuses only on the biological
aspects ol biodiversity
Sajise said that since peo-
ple’s behavior brings about
destruction of habitats, and
conszquently biodiversity, there
15 a need (o svnchromze the

social approach with that of

biological conservation

“The conservation and
management ol Philippine
biodiversity 1s mtneately linked
with the patterns of exploita-

STREET foods can be
nutritious.

In fact, street foods may
be the least ¢xpensive and
best method of obtaining a
nutritionally balanced meal
outside the home, provid-
ed that the consumer is in-
formed and able to choose
the proper combination of
food.

Even school children de-
pend on strect food. School
canteens in lloilo, for ex-
ample, use local street food
vendors to supply the daily
light meal.

But then again, the pic-
ture is not all rosy. Street
food vendors are frequent-
iy unlicensed,; blocking pe-
destrian or vehicular traf-
fic. Vendors are often un-
trained in food hygiene or
sanitation, working under
very crude and unsanitary
conditions.

This can cause food poi-
soning through mi¢robiolog-
ical contamination. In
Selangor, Malaysia in 1993,
two cholera outbreaks were
linked to strect food.

“In  view of urban
growth in the developing
world, streét foods are here
to stay,”” said John Lupien,
director of the Food and
Agriculture Organization's
(FAO) Food and Nutrition
Division,

*“They carry with them
great benefits and some pos-

FOOD VENDOR: Nutritious but is it safe?

STREET FOOD IS BIG BUSINESS

sible risks. On the plus side,
they provideé nutritious food
at low prices and émploynient
to many people. The prob-
lems relate to possible food
safety risks, waste disposal
and traffic blockages."

““We believe these prob-
lems can be resolved and the
benefits of the street food
industry maximized,” said
Mr. Lupien. ““We urge
municipal authorities to co-
operate with the street food
vendors so that a better
system can be developed with
good quality and safe foods
being sold, proper waste
disposal, safe water supplics
and reduced interference
with traffic.”

FAQ’s Committee on
Warld Food Security met in
mid-April and has recom-
mended measures to improve
the situation within the
framework of anti-hunger
commitments made at the
Waorld Food Summit held 1ast
November,

The World Food Summit
pointed out that over the next
10 to 20 years, food distri-
bution in urban areas in
many countries will have to
be increased by at least three
perceént on nverage each year.
Street foods will therefore
have the prospect of rapid
expansion,

In order to support the
goals of the World Food
Summit to reduce world

hunger by at least half by
2015, FAO’s Committce on
World Food Security rec-
ommended that city-by-<city
assessments of the street
food sector should be done
to gather data needed for
formulating public policy.
Further rescarch on nutri-
tional improvement of street
foods shauld also be made.

Governments should
take immediate action to
improve the quality and
safety of street foods. And
they should support train-
ing and educational pro-
grams for vendors in san-
itation and food hygicne.
The establishmént of region-
al databases on street foods
should be established so that
governments ¢an profit by
the experiences of neighbor-
ifig countries,

FAO has focused on up-
dating codes of byglenic
practice as well as other
foad safety recommenda-
tions, and informing and
training enforcement per-
sonnel on how to apply
them. Action has also béen
taken to organize the ven-
dars in order to provide
training opportunities, fa-
cilitate their access to loans
and increase their cooper-
ation with local authorities.
Consumers are also educat-
ed in nutrition, (MNC Fn-
vironment, Science and
Technology News Service)

tion and management of these
various ecosystems by vanous
seclors ol soclety,”” Sanse said
For example, in 1990 it was
estimated there were 105,819
houscholds which occupy all
protected areas There are also
about I8 milhon upland oceu-
pants exerting continuing pres-
sure on remaining lorests
Wildlile exploitation 1s
attractive, as shown by the
recorded income from wildlfe

export which reached P4.8
million in 1988 to 1990 This
15 o conservalive estimate as
illegal exportation of wildlife
continues

Ihese trends are clear
indications that conservation
and mamtenance of biodiversity
will be directly related to
population growth and the
avatlability of other economic
options for the country's In-
creasing population,”” Sajise

said

[he Philippines is en-
dowed with a nich culture and
biological resources Sajise
said. *'Biological biodiversity
as a legacy is ours to manage
or o squander at the expense
ol tomorrow’s generation. This
15 the challenge for us (but)
1l we act now we can make a
difference.”” (MNC Environ-
ment, Science and Technol-
ogy News Service)
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GARILAO VOWS TO RESOLVE 1,000 CARP CASES

By DARWIN M. ESPINOSA

ABOUT a thousand cas-
es on land reform-related
disputes, which have been
filed with the Department
of Agrarian Reform National
Adjudication Board
(DARAB), will be resolved
this year,

Agrarian Reform Secre-
tary Ernesto Garilao made
the assurance during a re-
cent public hearing of the
Senate committee on agrar-
ian reform chaired by Sen.
Gregorio Honasan. Garilao
updated the committee on
the latest developments in
the implementation of the
government’s land reform
program under the Compre-
hensive Agrarian Reform
Program (CARP).

““This is what we want
to unclog this year,”” Garilao
said referring to the tremen-
dous number of cases that
have been filed with the

DARAB since CARP was
implemented in 1989. Most
of the cases involve disagree-

ments between landowners
and farmer-beneficiaries.

Garilao expressed confi-
dence that the DARAB
would wipe out cases that
are a year and a half old
either in August or in Sep-
tember. This means that only
new cases will remain in the
desk of the board during that
time.

Garilao cited that pend-
ing cases that are four years
and above number at 219
cases, less than four years
bul not more than three
years, 238 cases; less than
three years but not more than
two years. 507 cases, for a
total of 964 pending cases

“*These will all be wiped
out by the end of this year,
This means that no case in
the national cenier will be
more than one and a half
yvears old when the time
comes, ' he said

CARP was identified ear-
lier as the flagship poverty-
alleviation program of the

government in the country-
side by distributing parcels
of lands to farmers and by
providing them with the
necessary support like ac-
cess to credit and ready
infrastructure.

However, one of the main
constraints in the success of
the program has been the
filing of protests in legal
courts arising from misun-
derstandings between the
farmer-beneficiaries and the
landowners over its imple-
mentation, with each claim-
ing to be at the raw end of
the deal. This led to the huge
backlog incurred by DAR in
the actual distributions of
land.

If Garilao’s prediction
turns out to be true, this will
serve as a big boost in the
government's land reform
program and 1o its poverty
alleviation program in the
countryside. But more than
these. it is the country's
marginalized farmers that

stand to benefit the most,

As of end of 1996, the
DARAB legal experts re-
solved a total of 88,000 cas-
es

Garilao noted this dra-
matic increase in the num-
ber of resolved cases was
achieved from as low as
4,692 cases in 1992 to as
high as 31,000 cases in
1996,

“‘So you can see that over
the past four years, there
have been dramatic increases
insofar as resolutions of the
cases are concerned.”’ he
said.

Garilao pointed out, how-
ever, that while the projec-
tion is to wipe out the old
cases before the year ends,
the number of appealed cases
at the board central remain
“problematic’ because of its
high accumulation rate

&

He said this could be rem-
edied 1f full-time adjudica-
tors are adequate. At present,
there are only three full-time
adjudicators

Garilao felt that if the
government would allow the

DARAB adjudicators to in-
crease from three o nine,
all cases would be resolved
within a period of two vears
from the province (o the
board. (Manila Newsfea-
tures and Commentaries)

LEGAL NOTICE

Notice iz hereby given that the estate of the late

LEGAL NOTICE

Republic of the Philippines
National Capital Judicial Region
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT OF VILLAINOUSLY, METRO MANILA
* OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF COURT *
AND EX-OFFICIO SHERIFF

SECURITY BANK CORPORATION,
Mortgagee,
- Versus -
SP5. ROBERTO KHO AND ASUNCION T, KHO,
rep. by their duly authorized Atty-in-Fact
AZUCENA C. TAN alias ARLEE C. TAN,
Mortgagors

Foreclosure No. 34-v-97

- X

NOTICE OF SHERIFF'S SALE

Pursuant to the verified petition for sale under Aet 3135, as amended by Act 4118, filed
by SECURITY BANK CORPORATION (formerly Security Bank and Trust Company/SBTC) mortgagee,
with principal place of business at 6778 Ayala Avenue. Makati City against SPS. ROBERTO KHO
AND ASUNCION T. KHO. mortgagors, with address at No. 404 Gedisco Mansion, 401 Elcano
Street, Binondo, Manila, represented in this Act by their Attorney-in-Fact AZUCENA C. TAN alias
ARLEE C TAN, mortgagor, with address at No. 17 Caraballo Street, Talayan Village, Quezon City,
to satisfy thee mortgage indebtedness which as of April 22, 1997 amounts to TWENTY ONE
MILLION SIX HUNDRED THIRTY SIX THOUSAND THREE HUNDRED SIXTY THREE PESOS & 59/
100 (P21,636,363.52) Philippine Currency. including/excluding interest, charges, attorney’'s fees,
sherift’s fees and all legal fees and expenses for the foreclosure and sale, the Ex-Officio Sheriff
of RTC. Valenzuela, Metro Manila. hereby gives NOTICE that he or his duly authorized deputy
sheriff will sell at public auction for CASH in Philippine Currency on July 1, 1997 at 10:00 a.m
or soon thereafter, at the main entrance of the Office of the Clerk of Court, RTC, Valenzusela,
Metro Manila, the following real estate property together with all the improvemente existing
thereon, to wit

T.C.T. No. V-23769

A parcel of land (Lot 1285-A of the subd. plan (LRC) Psd-175759, being a portion of Lot
1285, Malinta Estate, LRC Rec, No. 5941), situated in the Bo. of Hen T de Leon, Mun. of
Valenzuela, Prov. of Bulacan, Is, of Luzon. Bounded on the NE. AND SE pts, 7 to 1 and 1
to 3 by Lot 1291 Malinta Estate, on the SW., pts. 3 to 6 by Lot 1285-B and on the NW pts
6 to 7 by Lot 1285-C both of the subd. plan. x x x x x containing an area of FIVE THOUSAND
{6,000) SQUARE METERS, more or less. x x x x x

Interested parties are hereby enjoined to investigate for themselves the title to the said real
estate property and the encumbrances thereof,

Valenzuela, Metro Manila, May 21, 1997

It any there be

ATTY. DOMINADOR D. BORNASAL, JR
Clerk of Court VI and Ex-Officio Sheriff
CC: All parties

WE FORUM

June 9, 16 & 23; 1997

WNotice 15 hereby given thai the esiate of l‘\e late
spouses FELIPE PENAFIEL and CANDIDA PENAFIEL has
been extiajudicially settled ameong theit heirs in a dec
ument entitied “Extrajudicial Settlement’’ under Doc
No. 469, Page No. 95; Book No. 9, Series of 1997
of Notary Public Paterna C. Kanunan of City af Manila

FREDDIE ANTONID, had been extrajudicially sattied among
their haifs, by the virtue of Extrajudicial Settlement of
the state ol Freddie Antonio with Waiver, dated June
3, 1997, notarized before Notary Public Atty, Remulo
LL Roy of Quezen Cuy, bearing Doc, No. 185; Page
No. 37: Book Ne. 190, Senes of 1997

WE FORUM

WE FORUM June 8, 16 & 23, 1987

June 9, 16 & 23, 1997

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES
REGIONAL TRIAL COURT
NATIONAL CAPITAL JUDICIAL REGIOM
BRANCH 102, QUEZON CITY

IN RE: PETITION FOR ADOPTION
OF THE MINOR EVANGELIZE PELENO
SP. PROC NO. 0-97-30878
SPOUSES PLUTARCO B. BAWAGAN, JR.
and CRISTINA P, BAWAGAN,
Petitioners,

ORDER

A verified petition has been filed by petitioners-Spouses Plutarco B, Bawagan, Jr. and
Cristina P, Bawagan, through counsel, praying that after due notice, pyblication and hearing,
a Judicial decree of adoption be rendered by this Court, declaring minor Evangeline Pelefio,
the child of the herein petitioners.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that said petition will be heard this Court sitting at Ams. 214-
216 Justice Hall Bidg., City Hall Compound, Quezon City on July 9, 1997 at 8:30 a.m. at
which aforesaid date and time all persons interested or concerned may appear and show
cause, if any, why said petition should not be granted,

Let a copy of this order be published at t..e expense of the petitioners, once a week for
three (3) consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation

Let a copy of this order together with the petition and its annexes be served upon the
Department of Social Welfare and Development, whose representative is ordared to be presant
on the date and time above-stated. The Department of Social Welfare and Development s
ordered to conduct a social case study of the minor sought to be adopted, the latter's natural
parents as waell as the petitioners, and to submit a report thereon, at least one week before
the scheduled hearing, and to intervene on behalf of the minor, If it finds that the patition
should be denied,

SO ORDERED

Done in Quezon City, this 9th day of May, 1997,

(Sgd.) PERLITA J. TRIA TIRONA
Judge
WE FORUM

June 16, 23 & 30, 1997




VICE PRES. ESTRADA: 1

Jimited options.

ERAP THROWS SELF

ICE PRESIDENT Joseph “Erap” Estrada’s decision to finally severe his
ties with the administration party Lakas-NUCD highlights how limited his
options are in pursuing his presidential bid.

Effectively shut off by the
ruling party,
signed as chiel of the Pres-
idential Antu-Crime Commis-
sion to find his luck i the

“strada has re-

opposition camp whose lead-
ers are conducting [renetic
consultanons among them-
,selves purportedly to consol-
idate their political parties

Uinfortunately, lstrada’s
move to Iind a miche mn the
opposition has obviously been
forced into himselt by the
situation. Despite being co-
operative with President Iidel
Ramos and supportive of the
programs of the administra-
tion all throughout his hve
years in the Cabinet, Estrada
has remained a non-entily
among the leaders of the ruling
party that boasts of the so-
called three [D)'s as its possi-
ble standard-bearer

Although his populanty 1s
unquestionable -- he topped
all the surveys conducied by
various groups on presiden-
tual eandidates -- Estrada has
failed 1o earn the respeet of
many mfluential Lakas lead-
ers. In fact, he 1s being looked
down with condescension I
Lakas leaders for being an
underachiever compared to
other members of the official
lanuly

His mediocre performance
in the Cabinet and his umm-
|-.1\L-
ground, not o mention s

pressive  academic
alleged links with underworld
characters, have contributed
to his fatlure to guin the
needed polibeal respectabili-
tv among the country s polit-
1woal leaders both from the ad-
ministration and the opposi-

ton camp

However, Estrada msisted
that his populanty, his only
asset so far, 1s readily con-
vertible into votes as what his
electoral records showed when
he ran for senator in 1987 and
for vice president i 1992

II' it worked wonders [or
him before, 1t does not lol-
low that 1t would work again
this time. "t s non sequitur,
an observer stressed, espe-
cially 1t the elective position
al stake 1s the presidency
Many seasoned political pun-
dits believe running for the
country’s top post 1s differ-
ent from running for senalor
or vice president

‘It would take a process
before hus populanty could be
converted into voles, which
what matters most come elec-
Lion ume, " the observer said

I'he observer explamed that
the process mvolves not only
popularity or awareness but
also a high level of reecall
among the electorate o en-
sure this. one important com-
ponent of the process 1s the
identification or association ol
a popular candidate with
equally popular issues among
the electorate

Unfortunately again for
Lirap, he has [ailed 1o devel-
op a parhcular tssue that the
:1m[111m;_I ¢lectorates can iden:
tufied lam with. He has not
spoken on basic 1ssues such
as lhe country s quest lor
greater market share annd the
rapid globalizaton, liscal and
budgetary problems. capital
development, and the scute
luck ol funds lor ifrastruc-
tire

Neither has he said some-
thing substantial on the rag-
ing foreign policy questions
or on the ongoing deregula-
tion and demonopohzation ol
mdustries. He 1s alse silent
about the privatizanon pro-
gram and on

what should be the private see-

in parbicular

tor's role 1 the economy. 1
general

So far, the onlv 1ssue that
the people can link Lstrada
—as the country's chief crime
buster for the past five vears
or so -- with 1s peace and
order. Again. unfortunately for
the vice president. his record
as the country’s anti-crime
czar has been marred by his
association with people who
identified with
human nghts violations

have been
In fact. lawlessness surged
]\"1”;”‘ gangs nattonwide
made a heydoy raking mil-
lions [rom hapless business-
men with istrada at the helm
ol the anti-erime drnive As
the country eamed an
unenviable g as the kid-
nap capilal 1in Asia " 1o cap
his stnt as PACC head

|1lun!

With these developments
pohtical observers have raised
serious doubts whether the
vice president’s overwhelm-
mg populanty is enough to
carry him to Malacatang alter
the 1998 elections
Besides, the need for a
strong well-oiled machinery
comes in. which obviously the
vice president does not have
[his machmery will preserve
his gamms and prevenl any
attempts 1o cheat him on elec-
tion day und during the can-

vassimg penod

By ARMAND L. MAGUILAS

INTO A SNAKE PIT

P & @
¢ 4

MACEDA: NPC

Given these crrcumstanc-
es. the countryv's most PopL-
lar presidential aspirant has
no choree but to jom the ranks
ol the apposition, a move
which an observer aptly de-
“throw-
ing himself into a snake pit

Ihe opposition is divided
into political

seribed as virtually

four major
Sen

Laban ng
Demokratikong  Pilipino
(Laban) President
[rmesto Maceda's National-
15t People s Coalition (NPC)
Miriam
Santiago's People’'s Reform
Party (PRP) and Lstrada’s
Partido ng Masang Pilipino
(PMP)

Al this writng, however

groups  -- Edgardo

Angara’s

Senale

Sen Delensor-

Saniiago withdrew m a hufl
lalks ns

choice for a standard bearer

from the umiy the
appeared to have been nus
rowed down to Estrada and
Angara

Ihe leaders of PMP and
NPC claimed (hey
tablished a

have es-
working alli-
Business

ance tveoon

Eduardo Danding’
NPC founding
chairman, supported Estrada’s
I'he
Laban and NPC

which s reported to be a

t.'n[u.mgcu

vice-presidential bid
merger ol

ANGARA: Laban

done deal will be an-
nounced by ther respective
leaders betore June 12

I'he leaders of the three
parties claimed that they have
agreed ““in prineiple to a rea-
sonable selection process’” for
a common standard bearer but
the details have to be ironed
oul

Pundits believe that the
opposition needs a rallving
point at this stage of the pres-
idential race. lo boost its
chance in deleating the over-
whelming Lakas machinery in
next I'hey

also strongly believe that the

vear s elections

nitial convergence among po-
hitical opposition parties will
only be temporary

he very people involved
who are experts in wheelng
and dealing, have diametr-
cally opposed personal agen-
da -- to succeed President
Ramos Thus, they are expect-
ed to part ways as soon as
the alhance no longer serves
to attain thewr agenda, an
observer smd

Angara. although hurt by
the recent desertions and de-
lections to Lakas of some
disgruntled well-known Laban
members, is capable of pow-
er play. Observers believe he
will not easily vield his presi-

SANTIAGO: Out.

dennal d if he 1s not cho-
s€n as !IlL’ llppf}.‘;i“(‘ﬂ slan-
dard bearer

Maceda s relatively ““easy
to negotiate with,”" but he too
is capable of power play if it
will advance his personal
ambition

['hey welcome Estrada in
the opposition not because
they are willing to yield their
ambitions but because they
think his popularity can boost
their own personal agenda
Estrada thinks the same way
He intends to raid other groups
and win over some of their
leaders to boost his own stock

Thus, skeptics behieve that
a situation will only
breed amimosity among the

such

presidentiables within the
opposition. It 1s expected that
miighting within the opposi-
non  will intensify  as
presidentiables try to gain an
advantage over the other
especially on the eve of the
official campaign penod.
Certainly, the opposition
parties need someone more
than LEstrada to forge wnity
and create a working coali-
ton that can withstand the
onslaught of a Lakas jugger-
naut come 1998 (Manila
Newsfeatures and Commen-
taries) ;
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